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Tall tales, tongue twisters and rhymes raise the rafters

Albany yarnspinner Peg Vickers gets her audience in stitches with a tongue-twisting tale at this month’s Toodyay Bush Poetry Festival in the town’s Memorial Hall.

Schoolgirl disappearance
exposes shire video farce
Michael Sinclair-Jones
THE DISAPPEARANCE of a schoolgirl in
Duidgee Park has exposed serious flaws in
the town’s video security camera system,
which is owned and maintained by the Shire
of Toodyay and monitored by local police.
The young teenager was reported missing
after school last month, and local police
inquiries traced her to Duidgee Park.
The area, which includes public toilets
and a children’s playground, is monitored
by a shire video security camera that mostly
points in the wrong direction – including at
roofs and trees – and often sticks in the same
position for long periods.
By chance, the CCTV camera momentarily
captured a shot of a 4WD vehicle which was
driven away by an unidentified man.
Officers used a multi-screen display
at Toodyay police station to replay a
video recording which briefly captured the

vehicle‘s registration number.
“We were lucky because that camera is
useless most of the time – it hops about
everywhere, including at the sky, which
provides little assistance to us,” police said.
The registration number was sent to
metropolitan police who located the vehicle
in an outer Perth suburb where the girl was
recovered unharmed and the man assisted
police with their inquiries.
Toodyay police have long been frustrated
that three shire video security cameras at key
town locations haven’t worked properly on
and off for years and often fail to capture vital
evidence that could help solve local crimes.
In addition, one end of town has been left
unguarded for more than 12 months because
the shire has installed only one of two new
cameras with advanced vehicle number plate
recognition capability that it bought last year.
Councillors are understood to have raised
concerns about faulty cameras with Shire

CEO Stan Scott several times over the past
two years.
Mr Scott is currently undergoing a $20,000
performance review conducted by an
independent Perth consultant and is on a
month’s leave until November 26.
“There’s always a different reason given
why the cameras don’t work properly and
that isn’t good enough,” one councillor said.
“We’ve already spent money on it and it
needs to be sorted quickly.”
Shire President Brian Rayner criticised The
Herald for asking about the shire cameras.
“The Herald often gets things wrong,” he
said.
“It is not for the public to know that the
cameras are not working.”
He also blamed an unnamed councillor for
wanting shire rates to be cut while the council
was voting in August to spend another
$20,000 on video security cameras.
Continued Page 9. Editorial page 4.
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Ol’ Blind Joe
Love’s labour lost
Stirling Hamilton
THE STARS and planets are lined up and
my guiding light, the morning star Libra, is
playing the leading role.
Venus, the planet of love, connection,
relationships, women, femininity and desire,
reveals her other side.
When Venus retrogrades we get to work
with all that is in opposition to her.
This goddess is hungry for justice too long
withheld.
At school in San Francisco we had this
reading module called SRA which was
colour coded to indicate increasing degrees
of complexity while you had to display your
comprehension of stuff before moving on to
the next colour.
Over the years, only this girl and I reached
the colour purple and we playfully competed
to the finish.
The thing was that I would regularly
find my arts and crafts projects smashed to
smithereens, and after school I had to figure
out a new way to get home to avoid four kids
who wanted to do the same to me.
Strangely, one of them was the quarterback
of our gridiron football team who had
hundreds of girls wanting him yet he’d rather
beat the crap out of me – but he never did get
me.
Here’s a stinky thinker: there’s been 154
mass shootings in the US this year and
not one was committed by a black man or
woman, or an illegal immigrant.

Nutjob theory
My theory is these nutjob killers haven’t read
a book since kindergarten and are desperately
angry/sad about their lack of applied intellect
and are deeply resentful, hence schools are
their favourite hunting ground.
When I was younger, two girls introduced
me to an old shaman woman and after dinner
she explained to me that my aura was yellow,
meaning I was cerebral or more intellectually
inclined rather than emotional.
I’ve found this also affects one’s lifestyle
and while I have done much work with my
hands, my preference is to read a good book
or search the universe on the internet.
Love is an equally complex and perplexing
subject with which I’m still grappling.
Women seem to think we’re bloody psychic
and should already know what they’re
thinking.
But us guys are stupid as shit and, depending
on our natures, we’re quite happy to either
work or study and stay out of their way when
the moods get them.
So I grabbed some books, got a beer and
sat at the back of the beer garden joining

these two skeletons sitting quietly with a
little plaque attached to the front of the table
declaring they were going to sit here until
they understood women.
French Romantic Movement poet and
novelist par excellence Victor Hugo (18021885) wrote that the supreme happiness of
life is the conviction that we are loved —
loved for ourselves or rather, loved in spite
of ourselves.
I’ve always been amused by US comic strip
character Charlie Brown’s observation that
“Nothing takes the taste out of peanut butter
quite like unrequited love.”
They say ‘follow your heart’, but if your
heart is in a million pieces, which piece do
you follow?
Sometimes I wish I was a little kid again –
skinned knees are easier to fix than a broken
heart.
German writer and statesman Johann
Wolfgang von Goethe (1749-1832) wrote:
“If I love you, what business is it of yours?”

Sweet scent
INSPIRATIONAL quote author Claudia
Adrienne Grandi wrote “If I had a single
flower for every time I think of you, I could
walk forever in my garden.”
Love lingers like a sweet scent in an empty
bottle.
American journalist and novelist Joan
Didion observed this disorienting fact in
her classic memoir of loss: “Grief, when it
comes, is nothing like we expect it to be.
“And when it does come, it unweaves the
very fabric of our being.
“When love is lost, we lose the part of
ourselves that did the loving — a part that,
depending on the magnitude of the love, can
come to approximate the whole of who we
are.”
Often it’s the small things we miss the
most, such as being hugged, which leads to
the release of the hormone oxytocin, setting
off a range of downstream outcomes.
Oxytocin is involved in a complex range
of social processes but has been implicated
in romantic bonding and trust, and floods a
mother’s body before and after giving birth.
India’s Mother Teresa said: “The hunger
for love is much more difficult to remove
than the hunger for bread”.
I remember laughing when Hawkeye from
the US movie and TV show M*A*S*H
said: “Without love, what are we worth?
Eighty-nine cents! Eighty-nine cents worth
of chemicals walking around lonely.”
Love is a springtime plant that perfumes
everything with its hope, even the ruins to
which it clings. – French novelist Gustave
Flaubert (1821–1880).
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His hands tell a story of lifetime toil
Ieva Tomsons
THE MASSIVE hands of long-time Bakers
Hill resident Eddie Seskas can attest to a
lifetime of hard graft.
Eddie turns 88 next month and with a mind
like a steel trap he easily rattles off names,
dates, places and prices at the drop of a hat.
He is typical in many ways of Australia’s
1930s Depression-era children who grew up
tough and had to work hard to help support
their struggling families.
It was doubly hard for Eddie as a child
because he spoke no English and was lefthanded in an age when everything was
required to be done with the right.
He was born in Wyalkatchem to Lithuanian
parents in 1930 and lived there for a year
before his family moved to Muchea to try
their hand at market gardening.
“We also had poultry and pigs, and from
age four to seven I was washing potatoes and
scaling pigs after they had been scalded,”
Eddie said.
Eddie’s father was one of the first local
market gardeners to sell washed potatoes,
and Eddie and his older brother and sister
were the backbone of the operation.
“Kids’ hands were softer and wouldn’t rub
off as much skin as adults,” he said.
Older siblings Alex and Beatrice walked
five kilometres to school each day but Eddie
was needed at home to mind his baby sister
Joan so that his mother could run the farm
while his father worked away.
The family moved closer to Muchea in
1937, enabling Eddie to start school a year
late, speaking rudimentary English learnt
from his older brother.
“It was a one-teacher school with about
30 kids and the teacher told me ‘there are
no left-handers here’,” Eddie said.
“It tangled up my hands – I never should
have changed.”
The Seskas moved again in 1940 to a
500-acre (200ha) property on Berry Brow
Road in Bakers Hill after being told they had
first option to buy the land after working 18
months to fence and clear it.
“It sounded like a good deal to Dad but the
property was sold to someone else and we
had two weeks to get out,” Eddie said.
The harsh introduction to Bakers Hill
didn’t deter Eddie’s dad who felt the area
had a lot of potential and was well-placed
between Northam and Perth.
Eddie settled into the local school and
caught up on study by finishing Grades 2
and 3 in a single year.

Eddie Seskas at home on the farm where he still runs a small flock of sheep.
There were no school buses in those days
and the four Seskas kids rode to school in a
two-wheeled horse-drawn cart which was
less comfortable than a four-wheel buggy.
Eddie remembers the precision half-hour
air raid drills the school was required to
practise once a week during World War 2.
“Planes were flying over Bakers Hill to
Cunderdin (where the RAAF trained B-24
Liberator bomber pilots), a whistle was
blown and we all had to run and hide in the

bush,” Eddie said.
“Three whistles sounded the all-clear –it
was very strict and well organised.”
There was also a wartime labour shortage
from 1942 to 1944, and children older than
12 were allowed three weeks off school to
help local farms and vineyards.
“They wanted kids who could handle
horses but looking back it wasn’t good
because as I had weeks off school and was
doing correspondence.”

Eddie completed only seven years of
schooling and had the aptitude to go a lot
further but was swinging an axe for a living
at the age of 14.
“My brother and I were cutting firewood
for the powerhouse in Northam and clearing
land, and we paid mum boarding money,” he
said.
The brothers turned an old Buick into a ute
and went into business as contract axemen/
carters – Eddie was 16 and they were making
almost double WA’s basic wage.
By 1949 the brothers had two trucks that
carted livestock, wheat, wood and fuel
throughout the Avon Valley in the days when
business was done on a handshake.
“We were natural mechanics,” Eddie said.
“I changed a lot of gearboxes – but not as
many as (Toodyay water/wool carter) Bruce
Cleasby.
“Everyone was strong back then and we
would load 44-gallon drums full of petrol
(by hand).
“Now I can’t pick up an empty one – it’s a
shame to admit it.”
In 1954, while still running their carting
business, Eddie and Alex bought the
Goomalling school bus run and clocked
upmore than three quarters of a million
kilometres in the next 24 years.
As if that wasn’t enough, in 1958 the
brothers bought the first of four farms they
would develop and ran 4500 sheep on over
the next 20 years.
Eddie was sleeping only two to three hours
a night but still found time to learn to play
saxophone and indulge in his passion for
dancing, which led to meeting his wife Ruth
who he married when he was 36.
“Here come the Heckles and Jeckles and
spaghetti eaters,” was the generic greeting
for all new Australians regardless of origin.
“It was the days of underground mutton
(rabbit) platters at dances,” laughs Ruth who
looked after Eddie and their son Martin, and
Eddie’s brother Alex until he finally married
at age 56.
“We couldn’t have done it without Ruth,”
Eddie said.
Eddie also contributed 60 years of voluntary
service for pretty well every organisation in
the district and rose up the ranks to become
WA Grand Master of the Independent Order
of Oddfellows – similar to the Freemasons
– which he credits with rounding out his
education.
Eddie says he now sleeps a lot – “making
up for lost time” – and who can blame him?

Boral truck action threatens tourism plans
Michael Sinclair-Jones
TOODYAY is on a collision course between
more quarry trucks and weekend tourism.
Toodyay shire councillors recently
abandoned a long-standing policy to allow
six-day operations at local quarries after
two new members argued successfully
that allowing Boral Resources (WA) Ltd to
operate up to 120 more trucks on Toodyay
Road on Saturdays would harm tourism.
Councillors also imposed similar
restrictions on two other big Perth companies
– Austral Bricks and Midland Brick – which
had sought shire permission to operate a
further 90 trucks a day on Toodyay Road,
including on Saturdays.
The shire’s new tourist strategy describes
tourism as a key driver for Toodyay’s
economic development.

It says there is a “significant opportunity”
to increase weekend and day trips from Perth.
However, Boral has applied to the State
Administrative Tribunal (SAT) to overturn
the shire’s new Saturday truck ban.
Shire President Brian Rayner voted in July
to prevent Boral quarry trucks operating on
Saturdays but spoke against similar bans
imposed last month on the two other quarries.
He said there had been no agreement at a
recent SAT mediation meeting in Toodyay
between shire and Boral representatives.
“Saturdays was the sticking point”,
President Rayner said.
“They were not willing to concede –
they’ve been doing it for 30 years so why
cut back now?”
“Tourism came up strongly but it’s hard to
defend when something has been going on
for 30 years.

“It makes it very hard to cut out.”
President Rayner said he had made his
views known at the mediation meeting,
which was attended by a shire lawyer and
“probably cost about $5000”.
“If it goes to a SAT hearing, it will probably
cost the shire another $15,000,” he said.
“We now have to come up with a solution
and it will go back to council.”
Shire Deputy President Therese Chitty –
who also spoke against the Saturday truck
ban at last month’s council meeting – said she
had not heard any complaints from tourists
about heavy truck traffic on Toodyay Road.
However Cr Bill Manning said tourists
stuck behind quarry trucks on Toodyay Road
were unlikely to call the shire to complain.
“They simply wouldn’t come back to
Toodyay,” he said.
Continued Page 9.
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No more cover-ups
THE HERALD has known for two years
that the town’s video security cameras
don’t work properly – some not at all.
We also know that local police have been
tearing their hair out in frustration.
The Shire of Toodyay owns and is
responsible for maintaining several
closed-circuit TV cameras mounted high
above the street at key points around town.
They provide live video vision to a
multi-display screen inside the Toodyay
Police Station, where recordings provide
valuable evidence of illegal activity.
The reason we didn’t publish that the
cameras don’t work was to give shire
leaders time to fix the problem when we
brought it to their attention 14 months ago.
Former shire president David Dow
responded that he was “surprised and a bit
concerned” that The Herald knew that the
cameras were faulty.
He said council policy “may be
compromised by too much information
being circulated in the public domain”.
It would be “overstepping the mark”
for him to comment further because Shire
CEO Stan Scott – not the council – was
responsible for managing the cameras.
Mr Scott told The Herald in October last
year that the shire had spent $22,000 on
new cameras, including two with advanced
number plate recognition for either end of
town, a high-resolution camera for the
IGA store and a better camera to replace
a storm-damaged one at Duidgee Park.
However, only one of the two new
number plate recognition cameras has
been installed and the other two new
cameras are virtually useless to police
because they don’t work properly.
Current Shire President Brian Rayner’s
response to further questions was
disappointingly similar to his predecessor’s
– he said ratepayers had no right to know
and The Herald should not be asking.
His four-paragraph written statement
which failed to answer any of The Herald’s
questions was later described by Cr
Bill Manning in an email to all other
councillors as “meaningless platitudes”.
The Herald believes the time for coverups has ended.
Community safety – and correct use
of ratepayers’ money – must surely now
outweigh any risk of publicly exposing the
shire’s failure to do its job properly.
It was only luck that enabled Toodyay
police to locate a local schoolgirl who
went missing in Duidgee Park last month.
We can’t afford to let that happen again.
Michael Sinclair-Jones
Editor

Family law
DeFacto Relationships
* Separation
* Child Support/Maintenance
* Divorce
* Property Settlement
* Contact/Residence - Children
* Restraining Orders
* Prenuptial Agreements - Binding
Financial Agreements
* Legal Aid Accepted
Discounted rate for initial 1 hour
consultation.
Now seeing clients at:

Sarah Somers

Barrister & Solicitor
85 Fitzgerald Street, Northam
(offices of Mayberry Hammond)

Telephone: 9622 9687

The Toodyay Herald invites you to have
your say in our letters page. Please email
us at news@toodyayherald.com.au with
your full name, address and phone
number. Letters that are short, sharp and
to the point about topical local issues are
preferred. The Herald reserves the right
to edit letters for length, grammar and
punctuation.

The way we were – a caption on the back of this photo reads “Circus bus left road 1979 near Toodyay”. The Soles Circus bus has veered
off what looks like it may be Toodyay Road and appears to have become bogged in the soft verge. A truck straddling the road sideways
behind the bus is carrying four large circus elephants while three men in front appear to be assessing the situation. A note with the image
says the weather is fine. Photo: Newcastle Gaol Museum.

LETTERS
Wanton destruction
I NOW know what it feels like to be violated.
My beautiful wildflower-strewn road has
been clear-felled all in the name of fire
mitigation and traffic management.
Not just a couple of metres but up to the fence
line on both sides – at this time of the season
when all the wildflowers are in bloom and all
the baby birds are nesting.
None of the wildflowers have had time
to set seed, so there is nothing left of some
endangered species.
Not to mention the bobtail goannas that must
have been swept up in the mulcher and minced.
The traffic on this road is minimal, maybe
one or two cars a day.
I have lived here since 1999 and all the
properties have adequate firebreaks (the ranger
sees to that).
I have listened to the arguments of local
Community Services Manager Rob Koch and
Reserve Management Officer Greg Warburton.
Mr Warburton agrees with me that it was too
much at the wrong time of the year.
Mr Koch was only doing his job.
Unfortunately, he may not be allowed to
attach the same importance to wildlife as I do,
and as do most of the residents on this oncebeautiful road.
Dryandra is a settlement plant with a life of
approximately 30 years.
Now that the understorey has been demolished
the dryandra will come back again; if this clearfelling is repeated time after time, we will just
see a sea of weeds in future.
Dryandra is also the ‘bush larder’ for many
animals and birds.
I know it is volatile, but so is a lot of the
Australian bush.
The mulch that was left behind is not enough
to stop wind or water erosion and now that it is
clear of vegetation it will encourage people to
drive on it, which will in turn prevent regrowth.
This wanton act of destruction has me in tears
and makes me feel very angry at the practice
of mitigation in the wrong areas.
I know there is nothing that can be done now
but maybe in the future there will be some
information from relevant authorities as to the
viability of similar projects.
Hoping that I have helped you to understand.
Sue Eldridge
Toodyay
(Toodyay Shire CEO Stan Scott told last
month’s council meeting that most local
residents supported the clearing but admitted
that shire communications with neighbouring
property owners could have been better
managed.)

Titanic effort
IN MANY contests there can be more than
one winner.
Such was the case in the recent Toodyay
Recycled Regatta.
The performance of the two boys in Titanic
2 was remarkable.
With such a name, it is not surprising that the
boat was quickly in danger of sinking.
Youngsters Jye Cole (10) and Kosta Lowe
(8) were having none of that.
The boys, who are great-great-grandchildren
of well-known Toodyayites Marion and Charlie
Ferguson, skippered the craft by a combination
of swimming and paddling.
Jye’s swimming and pulling the boat, build
by Charlie and friend Kevin, was reminiscent
of Humphrey Bogart in The African Queen.
The boys believe it was a will to win that

drove them to continue, but there was obviously
more to it than that as, from the get-go, it was
unlikely that they would do so.
Just sheer determination to do their best
allowed Jye to soldier on in the bitterly cold
water.
The boat was taken to Charlie’s scrap yard
and there will be no mention of the Titanic 2
in next year’s name.
With Kosta being a year older and a year
stronger, look out for the boys next year.
Jack Keay
Toodyay

Bank pours more into pool
MANY years ago at the Toodyay and Districts
Bendigo Community Bank’s birthday
celebrations in the park, everyone present was
thrilled with the generosity of the $50,000
presented to the very hard-working swimming
pool committee to boost the funds for Toodyay’s
much-anticipated and longed-for pool.
Some years later the bank pledged another
$50,000 to a shire account for funding the pool.
Last month’s Herald revealed the bank’s
ongoing commitment to fund the pool with a
pledge to provide another $100,000 from the
sale of a bank-owned house in Stirling Terrace.
It’s community banking doing what it does
best.
Joseph Mirosci
(address unknown)

Concrete evidence
ON OCTOBER 6, while doing my weekly
shopping, I was a little confused by what I saw
in the main street – concrete trucks that had to
travel from Perth for the refurbishment of the
Victoria Hotel.
So I’m thinking that our local concrete
supplier must be really busy to not be supplying
this project, which would be great.
As locals we are asked to support local
businesses, which I do, so I’m hoping the above
was the case.
Craig Freeman
Nunile
I always support local businesses wherever
possible. Most of the concrete was from a
local supplier except for a small amount of
exposed surface aggregate (about a twentieth
of the whole job) which could not be obtained
locally – Dean Carter, owner.

Lasting legacy
I FELT very sad while reading the June Herald
article ‘Naturalists farewell founding member’
to note the passing of Ray Paynter.
She was a special person who was a truly
knowledgeable, professional lady strongly
devoted to her work in bringing about the
preservation of our unique flora.
I also felt very proud of my father Albie
North who was a founding member and the first
president of the Toodyay Naturalists’ Club.
The members of this remarkable little club
were a small group of dedicated, hardworking,
down-to-earth, nice people.
They had a common goal and were committed
to the preservation of local flora and fauna; they
complemented each other with their various
skills and gave up their valuable time freely
and unconditionally.
I feel a great sense of pride to have known
them all when I was growing up.
At age 11, I was the youngest member of the
club and was taken to each meeting by my
parents.
The club’s passion and knowledge evoked

my love of, and respect for, our bushland,
which I hold very dearly to this day.
Looking back, I now realise how very
privileged I was to be a part of this group of
inspirational adults.
I remember that some meetings for an 11
year old seemed to drag on.
On many occasions when my dad was about
to say, “I now declare this meeting closed”,
Wally Chitty would stand up and tell us
another of his stories.
Mr Chitty knew so much about the local
history, wrote some very interesting books
and was a very passionate and valued club
member.
I remember meeting a very nice lady by the
name of Rica Ericson, who gave me a signed
book called Old Toodyay and Newcastle
which I still have.
Occasionally my uncle who was a
professional bird photographer would bring
his colour slides along to show us and on
another evening we watched a nature film at
John Masters’ property.
We also went on outings to collect seeds or
find different plants growing in certain areas.
On these days a picnic lunch was enjoyed by
everyone.
This club began 50 years ago in very humble
circumstances and I am so proud to see it is
still very much alive and going strong today.
Thank you to all the past and present
members who have taken on this very
important legacy and I wish you good luck
in your future endeavours.
Without dedicated people like you to
preserve and protect our precious and unique
flora and fauna I can only imagine the
dreadful loss to future generations if it were
destroyed and lost forever.
More and more people are realising the
value of our precious resources and the dream
of four local farmers who 50 years ago sat
around a kitchen table discussing how they
could make a difference in their community.
Donna Jefferson
Herne Hill

Thanks for helping Tony
I WOULD like to say thank you to all the
people who helped my husband, Tony when
he collapsed in the car park next to the
Toodyay and Districts Bendigo Community
Bank on September 14.
Tony, who is 86, had suffered a major
stroke and is still in hospital.
Your kindness and concern for him and
for our dog Jet is greatly appreciated and
we thank Heartlands Veterinary Service for
taking care of Jet until he was able to be
collected.
Thank you all.
Mavis Battista
Sawyers Valley

Ronald Earnest Waters
1932 – 2018
The funeral of Ronald Earnest Waters will
be held at 11am on Monday November 12
at Culham Church (Bindi-Bindi-Toodyay
Road, Culham).
The wake, directly after the funeral, will
be at Toodyay Memorial Hall (117 Stirling
Terrace).
Please call Eleanor on 0488 355 344 if
you require more information.
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Sniffer dogs used in Stirling Terrace police raid
Police Beat
With Sgt Warren Conder

Toodyay Police Station

Computer Safety
Phil Hart

A POLICE operation involving sniffer dogs
from Federal and State law enforcement
agencies resulted in a local man charged in
Toodyay with possession of unregistered
ammunition, a small amount of cannabis and
smoking implements.
The raid on a Stirling Terrace house
followed police receiving information of
possible stolen firearms at the property.
An Australian Federal Police firearms
sniffer dog and a State police drug sniffer
dog from Perth were brought to Toodyay to
help police execute a search warrant at the
rental property.
The offender pleaded guilty to the charges
in the Northam Magistrates Court on October
30.
As a result, police obtained further
information that led them to an address in
Dongara where an unregistered firearm was
seized from a man.
Toodyay police have seized several
firearms from local properties this year,
including two rifles that were confiscated
by officers during random checks on rural
properties in Morangup.
The rifles were not secured in a locked gun
cabinet, as required by law.

Meth drivers targeted
LOCAL police are continuing to target meth
(methamphetamine or ‘ice’) drivers on roads
throughout the shire.
And as reported previously, drug drivers
are continuing to far outnumber drink drivers
stopped on local roads.
“I’m pleased people are starting to get the
message about not drinking and driving,”
Toodyay police chief Sgt Warren Conder
said.
“However, drug driving continues to be
prevalent in our community.
“We charged about a dozen motorists with
drug driving last month compared with only
two drink drivers out of about 1500 vehicles
stopped locally.
“Most of those charged in roadside tests
were local people – only about 20 per cent
were from elsewhere.
“Drugs can remain in a person’s body for
24 hours or more and – unlike with drink
driving – it is an offence to drive with any
detectable amount of illegal drugs in your
saliva or blood.
“It’s common also to find illegal drugs and
smoking paraphernalia in vehicles when
drivers test positive.”
One of the two drink drivers stopped last

Use Blind Copy
to send blanket
messages

Sgt Conder (left) and new Toodyay police officer First Class Const. Lucky Moyo with the
station’s new Choose Respect banner to support other local organisations – including the
Shire of Toodyay – participating in a Bunbury-based WA campaign to “treat others with
respect no matter how they treat you”.
month had a blood alcohol content of more
than 0.08 per cent.
The offence is in the more serious category
of drink driving and results in a mandatory
court appearance.
The motorist was immediately banned
from driving for at least six months and faces
a fine of at least $500.
The lesser offence of driving with a blood
alcohol content of 0.05 per cent or more
results in the issue of an infringement notice,
a minimum fine of $400 and the loss of three
demerit points.
Probationary, truck, bus and taxi drivers
have a zero alcohol limit.
Sgt Conder said local drink or drug drivers
should not think they can evade detection by
using back roads.
“There’s no set area we patrol for random
breath tests,” Sgt Conder said.
“We’ve stopped vehicles in Coondle,
Bolgart, Wattening, Julimar and Morangup
well as in town (pictured).
“And we patrol on gravel roads as well as
on the bitumen, day and night.

“It’s unfortunate that drug driving happens,
and I’m disappointed in that.
“But if you want to do drugs and drive,
there’s a very good chance that sooner or
later I’ll be standing in front of you.”

Grab the phone – fast

RESIDENTS are again being asked to report
any suspicious activity to police immediately
instead of waiting until the next day or later
to post on Facebook or make a call.
In a recent weekend case, a town resident
reported six to eight young children throwing
rocks onto roofs and smashing a window in
Jubilee Street at about 1.30am.
Two more people reported the incident to
local police next morning and it was posted
later on Facebook.
“It’s a hard decision with limited resources
to respond to complaints based on a single
call that requires off-duty police or officers
already busy elsewhere to be called out from
Toodyay or Northam to attend,” Sgt Conder
said.
“Had we received multiple calls on the
night, we would have gone there straight
away and most likely caught the offenders.
“I understand that some people don’t feel
it necessary to call or the incident may seem
trivial at the time but waiting until the next
day to tell police or post it on Facebook
may mean police can’t make an accurate
assessment at the time .
“In this case, the offenders have long left
the scene and unless we have video security
camera footage, catching anyone becomes
extremely difficult if not impossible.”
“If several people see or hear something of
concern, they should all ring 131 444 straight
away and we will respond as fast as possible.
Sgt Conder also said it was important for
local parents to know where their children
were at night.
“Some of these children were as young as
seven and needed to be home in bed instead
of out roaming our streets in the early hours
of the morning.”

Toodyay Lions Club President Rachel Oliver
presents Sgt Conder with a $500 cheque as
part of $7000 he raised for Police Legacy
in September’s Wall to Wall motorcycle
charity ride to Canberra by officers from all
Australian states and territories.

YOUR email address is one way that
unscrupulous people use to try to hurt you.
The risks range from just wasting your
time to emptying your bank account.
It makes sense to share your email address
with only the people and organisations that
need it.
Even with this precaution, your email
address can fall into the wrong hands.
Friends, voluntary organisations,
government departments and businesses
can all have their computers infiltrated and
have email addresses stolen.
There is also the risk of human error
where everybody on a list can see
everybody else’s email address.
There is not much that you can do
to stop other people and organisations
accidentally exposing your email address.
However, you can use damage limitation
strategies.
Always be aware that all incoming emails
are potentially hazardous, especially
unexpected emails.
While it might not suit everybody, have
different email addresses for different
organisations.
Think twice before giving your email
address to anybody.
If your inbox becomes unmanageable
due to spam, you can change your email
address.
Send all the contacts that you want
to keep an email from your new email
address, advising them of the change,
and remembering to Blind Carbon Copy
(BCC) everybody.
You can always use Google’s email
service (gmail) to get yourself a new email
address.
If you have a spare email box with your
Internet Service Provider (ISP), you can
use that instead.
Happy surfing.

Bring your ideas to
free morning tea
Toodyay Community Safety and
Crime Prevention Association
Desraé Clarke
A FREE community morning tea will be
held at 10am on Thursday November 29 at
the Cola Café.
Come along and join Toodyay Police
and association committee members with
discussion on topics of your choice.
Call Desraé on 9574 5574 for your
suggestions or enquiries.
Choose Respect has been launched
in Toodyay and we are excited to have
this wonderful project included in our
community.
Choose Respect is just that. Respect
yourself, respect each other, respect the
community, respect sporting colleagues,
respect your business team, respect children,
respect the environment, respect your
employees, respect teachers and lecturers,
respect your animals, respect your superiors
– respect.
This concept was trialled in 2014 by Gary
Butcher at a senior high school that was
experiencing many problems that he believed
were caused by a lack of respect, in this case,
for oneself.
Following this idea of giving, and gaining
respect, he moved to extend his trial with a
result that many municipalities have now
taken up the initiative.
Choose Respect involves our shire, bank,
sporting groups, school, businesses, police
and community organisations.
The Toodyay Shire and the committee are
hoping that the Choose Respect idea will
prosper throughout the shire.
For emergencies only, call 000.
Ring Toodyay Police on 9574 9555,
Crimestoppers, 1800 333 000, Graffiti
Hotline, 1800 4422 55

www.toodyayherald.com.au
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Brigade catering tested down to the last teaspoon
Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Julimar
Alison Wroth
SPRING has sprung with a vengeance and

with continuing showers weeds grow like
a second coming, producing huge amounts
of summer fuel.
Even if firebreaks have been sprayed,
now is the time to check if they need a
‘going-over’.
There are many contractors in both the
local directory and listed with the shire
who will maintain your firebreaks if you
are unable to or have just run out of time.
Brian and Tracey Salmond provided an
excellent display using the Julimar 1.4R
at the Toodyay Agricultural Show, giving
both local and visiting children a chance to
use a real fire hose and aim water at cans
to knock them down – the kids loved it.
Our captain Wade Robson advised us at

NORTHAM
PAWNBROKERS
OPEN
9am-5pm Monday-Friday
Saturday 9am-12noon
Good quality NEW and USED
Furniture and other
small goods
TV's, Tablets etc.
Large selection of DVD's
232 Fitzgerald Street, Northam
Opposite the Northam Post Office

www.toodyayherald.com.au

our last meeting that the rosters were now
out and already we are now back into the
swing of things.
Our training exercise worked very well,
and we would have impressed even the
most experienced.
The exercise was run as an actual
incident, with an Incident Commander, a
Sector Commander and crews in both of
our trucks as well as the Central 12.2.
As issues arose, they were dealt with,
which is how it should be on any fireground.
Catering was also tested down to the
last teaspoon, with only the coordinator
Rosalie being ‘in the know’ – all excelled
and we are not just talking Vegemite
sandwiches here.
Our Christmas Sleigh Hamper will be
at The Fireplace in the next few weeks
so start thinking about Christmas-themed
donations.
Our Christmas raffle will be held in the

IGA foyer on Friday November 30 and
Saturday December 1 when the raffle will
be drawn at noon.
The cake stall will also be held on
Saturday December 1 in the IGA foyer.
Let’s make it the best fundraiser ever
and if you want to help with the baking
or require any further information contact
co-ordinator Mary Donegan-Guthrie on
0417 978 928.
The supper list is on the wall and believe
me, it is not just a ‘ladies-only list’.
Many in the brigade believe that men can
cook or at least prepare an edible supper
as well as the women.
This information will not be believed
unless the men are prepared to approach
the supper list and put their name down.
Just remember, unless members are
taking on Friday evening supper, nothing is
prepared, so don’t complain if this occurs.

The much-needed renovation of The
Fireplace has begun.
Things are happening that most would
not even notice; the colour has been chosen
for the walls, new power points are in
and the brigade member was not even
electrocuted during the installation, which
surprised many.
If you have any secret renovation skills
contact Bruce Guthrie or Simon Holding.
Come down and see us at The Fireplace
on Friday nights and discuss any fire issue
that concerns you with the captain or any
senior member.
If you are interested in becoming a
member of the Julimar brigade, come on
down to our Fire Shed around 5.30pm
Fridays during summer and we will
welcome you with open arms.
You might even win the chook raffle;
new members usually do.

Now is the time to buy snakebite kits
St John Ambulance
Charlie Wroth

IT’S THAT time of the year again – the
time when snakes are on the move.
If you haven’t already come across one
or two snakes this season, you still need to
be aware that they are just coming out of
hibernation, so are a bit slower than usual.
They may not hear or see you coming,
or move out of the way as quickly as they
usually do, so wear sturdy footwear and
look where you are going when walking
through any bushland areas, or even in
your backyard.
Snakebite kits are available from our subcentre and provide instructions on how to
use the contents should you be the first on
the scene when someone has been bitten.
As with most incidents, it is early
intervention that has the best outcomes for
the patient and snake bites are no different.
St John Ambulance, Toodyay Sub-Centre
is running the last First Aid Course for this
year on Saturday November 17 and there

Knowing what to do when someone gets bitten by a snake can save someone’s life.

are places still available.
Having current first-aid knowledge is a
great confidence-builder and you never
know when it might come in useful.

See the advertisement Page 21 for details
of the first-aid course and how to book
your place.
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MP says Muresk
best for new
bushfire centre

Get-together
started with
pig on a spit

Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Morangup
Sue Maddrell
THE BRIGADE has once again had a quiet
month.
Any call-outs were quickly attended
and dealt with, or monitored, by brigade
members.
Lieutenants and brigade volunteers have
been doing a number of hazard-reduction
burns, some before permit season and a few
once a permit was required.
In the usual process, the property owner
contacts the brigade then the captain or
lieutenant has a look at what is needed to
complete the task.
They are then given a price for the burn
based on volunteer and machinery hours.
The owners obtain a permit as they are
responsible for the burn and monitoring once
the brigade has finished.
We held our stall at the Toodyay Agricultural
Show and it was quite successful.
Thank you to those who made produce for
the stall or helped out on the day.
The brigade is having its annual community
barbeque and all Morangup residents are
welcome – you don’t have to be in the
brigade.
It’s a community get-together that started
back in the early eighties with a donated pig
on a spit when our brigade had to buy fuel for
their appliances and pay off the fire shed that
the shire provided on Louisa Circle. Strange,
but true.
We had raffles and charged a small fee; I
think, from memory, it was $5 per family.
Once the shire started covering more and
more things the brigade dropped the entrance
fee. We still have a raffle which goes towards
covering the cost of the steak.
The date is Saturday November 24 at 6pm,
BYO drinks and a salad to share. Steak,
sausages and are buns supplied.

Toodyay Volunteer Fire and Rescue Service members lift an ‘injured’ Curtin University student
from a wrecked car that was cut open with the ‘Jaws of Life’ at last month’s Toodyay Show.

Firies unite to give Op Shop an outing
Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Coondle-Nunile
Max J Heath
HI THERE from Coondle-Nunile fire
brigade
Well, fire season is upon us and the units
have been serviced and are ready to go.
Recent training was a refresher on
draughting as at fires we may have to extract
water from a dam etc..
There was also a refresher on where
everything is stored in the units’ lockers.
It has been a remarkably quiet year with no
callouts in recent times as usually we have
someone decide to do that little quiet burn
when they’re not supposed to.
Coondle has managed to do one controlled
burn. The residents had done the right thing

and sprayed, and the brigade was able to burn
their block for them.
At our last meeting it was agreed to join
with most other brigades and reward the
Op Shop people (who regularly support us
financially) and finance them for a Christmas
outing.
We really do appreciate their support and
decided it was time to give a little back.
Have you checked your firebreaks?
If you sprayed at a normal time this year. it
was probably too late and there will be extra
growth on your breaks that require attention.
If this is not done you will void your
insurance.
Anyway that’s about all from CoondleNunile for now. We ask you to please take
care and let your volunteer fire brigade
members have a safe year.

AGRICULTURAL Region MLC Martin
Aldridge believes the State Government’s
new Bushfire Centre of Excellence should be
located at the Muresk Institute near Northam.
Mr Aldridge, a former firefighter, said
basing the facility at Muresk would meet the
location requirements and deliver significant
cost savings to government.
“It is within a good proximity of the
Perth Airport, there is ample land available
and would provide a great base for access
for training or bushfire suppression and
mitigation in the nearby fire-prone Darling
Scarp,” Mr Aldridge said.
“I understand the proposal, while still in
the early stages, has already attracted interest
from the Department of Fire and Emergency
Services, who have sent staff to visit Muresk
and tour the facilities.”
Mr Aldridge said he would prefer to see
government funds targeted at training,
research and development rather than
building more facilities.
The new centre will provide training
opportunities for volunteers and career
personnel across the state while ensuring WA
has the best access to bushfire knowledge,
technical expertise and scientific research.

Muresk Institute.
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Bridge repairs needed – not
more shiny new cars
The
Insider
Ben Bell
“DO SOMETHING.”
This appears to be the community message
to the shire about the closure of the Duke
Street pedestrian bridge, judging by graffiti
on notices attached to barricades that block
public access to the railway crossing.
The Public Transport Authority (PTA)
closed the bridge for safety reasons last May
and based on statements by the PTA and Shire
of Toodyay, it appears unlikely to be re-opened
anytime soon.
Both parties seem much more fixated on
handballing responsibility for bridge repairs
and upkeep to each other rather than finding
a solution to re-open it soon.
The Duke Street bridge is a vital piece of
Toodyay’s community infrastructure – I think
we can all agree on that.
I don’t think it is an overstatement to say
that the bridge plays a critical role in linking
the two halves of the town which, as we know,
is inconveniently bisected by a busy railway
line that links Perth to the eastern states.
The bridge’s ongoing closure restricts
access to local services for some people in our
community, particularly those with reduced
mobility.
Fortunately, the solution is very simple, and
could result in the bridge re-opening very
soon.
The PTA wants to give ownership of the
bridge to the shire, so let’s accept it.
Sure, there is a bit of maintenance that the
shire will need to do such as improving the
decking which is uneven with nails protruding
from it, and replacing some of the railings –
but what is the alternative?
By not accepting bridge ownership, the shire
will only force the PTA’s hand to demolish
it – and then what?
Once the bridge is gone, I very much doubt
the shire will find itself in a position to be able
to build a new one from scratch.
This would mean that our community’s
ability to move with relative ease between the
town’s two halves will be gone forever.
A decision taken today will have enormous
lifestyle implications for the Toodyay
community long into the future – let’s not get
this wrong.
Supposing as a shire we accept the bridge
as it is – warts and all, so to speak.
How much will the shire have to pay
to get this vital piece of local community
infrastructure up to scratch?
An engineering mate of mine said it would
probably be somewhere in the one hundred to
two hundred thousand dollar range.
I should stress that this is only an educated

guess but he pointed out that a new bridge
could cost more like $750,000 to $1.5 million,
which is what the shire will be up for if the
PTA demolishes the existing bridge.
The obvious next question is where can
the shire find the necessary money without
resorting (again) to hiking our rates?
Well, the shire is spending a fair bit of your
money this year on new cars – about $300,000
in fact.
And it plans to buy at least $200,000 worth
of new cars every year for the next 10 years.
The community may feel that shire staff
don’t need a shiny new car as desperately as
the town needs the bridge re-opened.
As I said, I see the Shire of Toodyay has two
options.
Firstly, we can continue down the current
path of calling on WA Transport Minister Rita
Saffioti to ‘do the right thing’ and direct the
PTA to repair the bridge.
But how long do you honestly think this will
take – one year, perhaps two – or maybe not
until the next State Election?
Call me a sceptic but Toodyay is in the

safe WA National Party seat of Moore
and I wouldn’t count on a State Labor
Government making an election promise to
spend taxpayers’ money on saving the bridge.
But people cannot wait years for this to be
resolved – what do Toodyay residents with
reduced mobility do in the meantime?
Surely we need to embrace the second option
of having the bridge transferred immediately
to the Shire of Toodyay and fund the required
maintenance by not buying all nine new cars
that the shire is slated to buy this year.
Talking about bridges, those of you who
– like me – have a certain fondness for the
historic Ringa Bridge near Coorinja Winery
may be interested to learn that councillors
decided 6-1 (with only me voting in support of
the bridge) not to fund any repair, maintenance
or upkeep of this iconic structure either this
financial year or later.
I think it would be a shame to see the Ringa
Bridge not get the attention it deserves and, as
a result, we find that another part of Toodyay’s
unique heritage ends up disappearing forever.

Rayner response
to camera farce
‘meaningless’
Continued from Page 1.
PRESIDENT Rayner said he was waiting
for local police to say where they want
new cameras installed but provided no
explanation for why the shire’s existing
cameras haven’t worked properly for the
past two years despite repeated requests
by councillors to get them fixed.
Cr Bill Manning criticised a fourparagraph statement issued by President
Rayner the previous day which failed to
answer any of The Herald’s questions,
including how much ratepayers’ money
has been spent on buying and installing
cameras that don’t work properly, and
asking when will they be fixed.
“Brian, this is not a time for meaningless
platitudes,” Cr Manning responded in an
email copied to all councillors.
“I agree with other councillors that this
matter needs to be fixed urgently.”
The Herald’s questions are expected
to lead to the matter being added to the
agenda for a shire forum due to be held
at 4pm on Tuesday November 13.
“I hope it will be discussed publicly,”
one councillor said.

Weekend trucks
‘detrimental’

Toodyay Shire CEO Stan Scott explains Toodyay’s new $11.8m sport and recreation precinct.

Shire outlines pool plans
TOODYAY’S new public swimming pool
may not be ready until 2020, Shire CEO
Stan Scott told a public meeting last month.
Shire Deputy President Therese Chitty said
in July she hoped the long-awaited new pool
would be open by Christmas next year.
“It will be done as fast as possible but I
wouldn’t bet my house on it,” Mr Scott said.
About 60 people attended the meeting at
the Toodyay showgrounds sports pavilion.
Mr Scott outlined the shire’s plan for a new
$11.8 million sport and recreation precinct,
which includes a 25-metre, six-lane pool near
the Toodyay District High School.
The project involves a $4.7 million Federal
Government grant announced in July and
features a rectangular field for hockey, soccer
and rugby, courts for tennis, basketball and
netball, changerooms and a swiming pool.
Mr Scott said all contracts had to be signed
by next March to meet a funding deadline.
Several people said the town needed an
eight-lane pool for short-course swimming
competitions and school sports carnivals.
Mr Scott said it would cost about $480,000
more to build an eight-lane pool – adding
extra lanes would be raised with the architect.
He said the shire also planned a bowling
green near the pool – “but not at this stage”.
It would take two and a half years to build

the new sports precinct but there were no
plans to move the town’s football oval there
“for at least a decade”, he said.

Continued from Page 3.
PERTH landfill company Opal Vale’s plan
to operate a further 60 heavy trucks and
trailers a day between Perth and Hoddys
Well means heavy haulage on Toodyay Road
could increase by up to 270 vehicles a day, or
one big truck every two and a half minutes.
Toodyay Chamber of Commerce and
Industry President Bob Schrader said the
chamber had not discussed the issue.
However, his personal view was that the
town’s future relied on tourism, and allowing
more trucks on Toodyay Road on weekends
would be detrimental to that future.
“Anything that impedes the flow of
traffic to Toodyay on Saturdays would be a
retrograde step,’ he said.

Your local family owned Real Estate Agents

!SMALL CLEARING SALE!
90 Boyagerring Road Toodyay 6566
Wicklow Estate
On Sunday 10th November at 10.00am
*Approximately 80 lots *
Major items:
Case Maxxfarm 50 Series Tractor (as new condition)
Polaris “Hawkeye” quad bike (as new condition)
Mazda Bravo Ute 4WD (as new condition)
Sundry items including:
3PL- post hole borer
Rotary hoe
Scarifier
Off set discs + carry all
Work shop equipment including Compressor, Hand Tools, Cement Mixer, Firefighter trailer, fencing items etc.
2 x trail bikes
Household items:
Bedroom suite with bedside tables (excellent condition)
Lounge suite 3-piece, clothes dryer, antique table,
complete 8-seater dining table, arm chairs, bookshelves,
cupboards, etc, outdoor 9-piece setting, wine barrels.
Art studio pieces: 3 easels, various art works.
See our website details & photos;
Terms - cash on the day (EFTPOS machine available)
Inspection: from 8:00am on the day of sale only!
Further details contact Auctioneer Tony Maddox

0408 926 497
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World premiere shines a light
on men’s mental health
Beyond the Road
Bruce and Linda Sharman
HERALD readers are invited to attend the world
premiere of Conversations Beyond the Road at
7pm on Friday November 16 in the Toodyay
Memorial Hall.
Last year, a dedicated group of motorcyclists
rode across Australia to raise funds and
awareness of men’s health and suicide
prevention.
After the ride we decided to acknowledge
the many conversations and stories that were
shared during the ride by making a film which
we hope will make it easier for men to be honest
about how they are feeling, seek help and get
involved in their communities.

Conversations Beyond the Road features
Ballardong elder Frank Davis with music by
Toodyay musician Nathan Coleman.
After the premiere, the film will be distributed
to community resource centres and libraries
throughout the wheatbelt and it will also be
available online.
The Regional Men’s Health team will be at
the première to provide further information and
support.
To attend the event, RSVP to cbtr@bigpond.
com.
Further information about the project which
is sponsored by the Shire of Toodyay is
available on our Facebook page, facebook.
com/2017ontheroad/.
We look forward to seeing you there.

Water fun at the Toodyay District High School’s fete.

School fete forges community bonds
Julia Sinclair-Jones
SPRING is well and truly upon us, with the
sun beaming down on a fantastic day out for
all those at last month’s Toodyay District High
School Spring Fete.

Your chance to have
a say in local
government reform
THE STATE Government is asking local
councils and the community to help review
local government law.
The review aims to modernise local
government with significant reforms to
community engagement, elections and how
councils raise revenue, including rates.
Public submissions close on March 31 next
year.
Surveys are available at dlgsc.wa.gov.au/
lgareview.
Submissions can also be lodged via email at
actreview@dlgsc.wa.gov.au.

Spread across the green grass of the school
oval and grounds, the fete was a chance for
the high school to come together with the
community and showcase school initiatives,
raise funds for the P&C in support of school
infrastructure, and forge stronger relationships
within the shire – all while having a great time.
The day featured performances from the
school choir, school dancers and Toodyay
Community Singers, as well as live bands, an
auction and novelty races.
Stalls dotted the oval, exhibiting works of the
school’s multi-age-level Faction Friday Club,
various arts and crafts (both to try out and for
sale), plants, produce and books, plus games,
activities and rides for kids of all ages.
Tasty treats were on hand in the food court –
hot dogs, hamburgers, lollies and baked goods
to satisfy rumbling bellies.
All school staff attended the fete, along with
students, the school community and friends,
and the wider shire, making it a busy day out
in the spring sunshine.
Kylie Sinclair, teacher at the school and part
of the organising committee, described the
event as a great success, with much gratitude
going out to all local sponsors and donations
from those who helped support the day.

From left: Troy Pick, Jeff Condon, Bruce Sharman and Alex Marshal.

Avon logistics hub

Ballardong Elder Frank Davis.

A REGIONAL freight and logistics hub
is planned for a 57ha site 5km out of
Northam at 239 Yilgarn Avenue Northam.
Procon Developments believes the hub’s
location will provide freight companies
with the opportunity to reduce transport
costs and increase their speed to market
by between 24 to 48 hours.
Construction of a 24-hour truck stop,
roadhouse and accommodation is expected
to be completed in the next two years.
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When and Where
is now on the air
2J2AIR 105.3FM
Ken Stivey
A BIG thanks to all who entered our competition

From left: Rebecca Southgate, Brad Day, Julie Taylor, Susan Day, Natalie Podmore, Maria Nagy, Andrew Monger and Frances Smythe
with their award trifecta.

Premier pops into award-winning cafe

Ieva Tomsons
IN JUST three years, Morangup couple Sue
and Brad Day have steadily built up their
Northam coffee shop’s reputation and last
month were voted Best Avon Valley Business
of the Year, Best Business 5-9 Employees
and the People’s Choice.
Sue and Brad bought the Boulevard Coffee
Pot – where Sue had worked part time – in
2015.
It was a steep learning curve and the
couple took time to attend customer service
workshops to ensure they were doing it right.
The couple fully renovated the shop and

relaunched the business as Happy Days
Coffee Pot with a sunny yellow-themed
modern-industrial look which Brad freshens
up on a regular basis.
Brad was a ceiling fixer before an injury
spurred him to take on the challenge of
becoming head chef in their new venture.
“I’ve always had a passion for food,” said
Brad who readily admits that it’s hard work
for the couple who work six days a week.
Sue is manager and barista, and the couple
employ nine staff to run the cafe which does
a roaring trade from Monday to Saturday.
“Our cafe provides a relaxed environment

New Butterly team elected
Butterly Cottages Association
Paul Sutton, Vice-President
A NEW leadership team to manage
independent living units for older Toodyay
residents was elected at last month’s Butterly
Cottages Association AGM.
The new executive officers are Greta Sauta
(president), Paul Sutton (vice-president),
Maggie Parsons (treasurer) and Jo Sutton
(secretary).
Toodyay Shire Councillor Judy Dow,

Margaret O’Sullivan, Peter Robinson
and Karen Wilson were elected to the
association’s management committee, and
Christeen Donegan was elected tenant
representative.
The association owns nine units in Harper
Road behind Toodyay’s historic Butterly
Cottage, three units at Ashby on Avon in
Henry Street near Stirling Terrace and nine
new units at the recently opened Rosedale
Village in Rosedale Street near Anzac
Memorial Park.

– a country feel and ambience for our
customers to come and enjoy great food
and drink, friendship and affordability,” said
Brad.
“We provide a variety of food and drinks
catering for people with special dietary
requirements or disabilities.”
Based on Facebook testimonials and
customer feedback cards, service at Happy
Days Coffee Pot ticks all the boxes as does
the coffee and food which Brad constantly
updates to provide customers with “new and
different flavours and cuisines”.
WA Premier Mark McGowan popped in
recently for meal and gave the thumbs up to
The Happy Days Burger.
“He really enjoyed it,” said Brad.
If the state’s top politician leaves the cafe
with a smile on his face, the only way is up
for the Days and all their staff.
Brad and Sue will head to Dowerin on
Saturday November 10 as finalists in the
Wheatbelt Excellence Awards.
“We are extremely proud of our staff and
our business achievements and want to thank
all our customers for their support,” said
Brad.

for the retro radio and congratulations go to
lucky winner Maggie Parsons.
2J2AIR sponsors free airtime for local
community groups to keep you informed of
their events and meetings through our daily
When and Where segments at 10am and 3pm.
You can help sponsor our station by becoming
a member.
Your support provides invaluable assistance
in reducing the operating costs.
Further details on becoming a member/
sponsor can be found on our web page 2j2air.
org.au.
Whether you are living locally or just
visiting, stay tuned to 105.3FM Toodyay’s own
community radio station for local business and
tourist information, community events, shire
information and music to suit all tastes.
Program guide
MONDAYS: 11am The Green Hour; 8pm
Swooners and Crooners and 9pm Jazz.
Wednesdays: 11am The Green Hour (repeat);
8pm Wide World of Folk and 9pm Blues.
Fridays: 11am The Green Hour (repeat);
7-10pm Friday Rock (7pm Retro, 8pm Country
and 9pm Rock.
Saturdays: Noon Country (old) and 1pm
Country (new).
Sundays: 8pm Swooners and Crooners (repeat)
and 9pm Jazz.
Daily: 10am and 3pm When and Where
community information.

EST 1907

Stewart’s has joined
Good Price Pharmacy Warehouse
to bring you the biggest range of
products, at the lowest prices!

Medicine Administration Packs - Webster Packs
Biggest Range
NDSS Access Point
RSL affiliate Heather Brennan claims ‘Rocolate’ with a special smile ... and hat.

Show spinners are winners
Toodyay RSL Sub-Branch
Jacqui Graham
THANK you Toodyay showgoers for your
generous support of our first Chocolate
Wheel.
The jury is still out whether we will be
spinning again next year but the RSL will
continue its presence at the show to promote
our cause and share our future vision.
Comments made by the public on our
plans for the new RSL meeting rooms were
encouraging and positive.
Don’t forget to contact us if you are
interested in getting involved with the
redevelopment or if you are considering
becoming a member.
Planning for Remembrance Day on Sunday
November 11 is well under way and we are
looking forward to you joining us for a free
community barbecue after the service.
The commemorative service will

commence at 10.45am.
With Christmas just around the corner, we
have already started preparations for our
Christmas function scheduled for Sunday
December 2.
Members are encouraged to purchase their
tickets before Wednesday November 14 as
there will be no door sales.
Details on how to purchase tickets at the
Toodyay and Districts Bendigo Community
Bank will be included in member invitations
– keep an eye on your emails or your post.
Tickets will be available on Remembrance
Day or you can contact Paul or Irene on 9574
4630 or 0466 984 301 to make your payment
and collect your entry pass.
Please note: A pension/welfare advocate
will be available in Northam on Wednesday
November 28.
Contact Sharon Briggs 9287 3799 or
Donna Prytulak 0409 290 972 for further
information and appointments.

OPEN
7 DAYS
8am – 7pm

124 Fitzgerald Street E, Northam

Ph 9622 1644
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Students go ‘unplugged’ to scale the heights Breakfast Club
nourishes
young minds

Toodyay YouthCARE Council
(Chaplaincy)
Vivienne Freeman, Secretary

Toodyay District High School students and staff take a break on the Bibbulmun Track.
Wilderness Adventure Program
Doug McGhee ,TDHS Chaplain
TOODYAY District High School (TDHS) is
very proud of the students who participated in
the first Wilderness Adventure Program hike
in October.
Ten brave high school students hiked 31km
on the Bibbulmun Track, carried all their
means for survival on their backs, climbed two
mountains and did everything for themselves.
Despite scratches, bumps, sore legs, blisters
and rain, they returned victorious to school,
feeling justifiably proud of themselves.
The Wilderness Adventure Program was run
by YouthCARE Chaplain Doug McGhee, with
teacher Brie Rose and Brian Ludlow, minister
and ex-doctor in the British Airforce, forming

the adult leadership team.
The mentoring program teaches young
people resilience, teamwork, leadership and
determination.
Mr McGhee launched a similar program in
Gingin DHS in 2003, which became a major
program for the school for more than 10 years.
Toodyay DHS was able to borrow Gingin’s
wonderful hiking gear for the adventure.
Congratulations to Hayley Duckworth, Oliver
Beanland, Max Newton, Indianna Barrett,
Mackenna Cousinery, Emilee Lawrence, Jack
Lynne, Seth Day and mentor students Cayla
Stageman and Vincent Rogers.
These young people took turns leading the
hike, and overcame significant challenges with
the terrain and weather conditions and they kept
going to the end.

Thanks go to the Toodyay Op Shop and
the CWA for sponsoring this program, and
presenting certificates at our assembly last
Friday.
Mr McGhee thanks school principal David
Ball and the administration for allowing him
to run this valuable program.
He believes these hikes are important for
this ‘millennial generation’ of Toodyay young
people.
The issues they face are all helped by
bringing young people together, ‘unplugging’
them from their phones, taking them out into
the great outdoors to see nature in all its glory
from the mountain top – which is much better
than on any screen.
Wilderness adventures help them grow in
strength and character.

Delightful night at historic Connor’s Mill
Toodyay Historical Society
Robyn Taylor
WE HAD a wonderful roll-up of members
attending our October sundowner at Connor’s
Mill which is an ideal venue for those who want
something different.
The ground and first floors have displays
of flour milling machinery, while the third
covers other aspects of Toodyay’s agricultural
industries such as viticulture and apiculture.
With delicious food and drink and
entertainment provided by members Jenny
and Joe on his guitar, it was a delightful night.
Connor’s Mill has had a varied history
including being converted into Toodyay’s
power house from 1920 to 1955, when the town
was connected to the state electricity network.
Our chronicler Beth was able to provide us
with anecdotes of the power house’s highlights,
and at times ‘no lights’ when blackouts
occurred due to an inability to start the gas
engine.
Some suggested things haven’t changed
much despite our superior technology.
Of particular interest was the installation of
a new fire alarm to the outside of the power
station in 1948, with one blast for a town fire,
and intermittent blasts for a country fire.
After the 2009 bushfire in Toodyay there was
talk about the need for an alarm that could carry
across the town and its surrounds as an adjunct
to the warnings we now receive on our mobile
devices and electronic media.
Despite appearances to the contrary these
days, we aren’t always switched on to
technology.
The installation of the fire alarm is one of
the facts in Beth’s latest booklet produced for

Beth Frayne enlightening members about
Connor’s Mill. Photo: Joe Edgecombe.
the Toodyay Agricultural Show titled Did the
Show go on? Toodyay during the 1940s.
These useful little illustrated booklets
about local history, in this instance what was
happening during and after World War 2, are
chock-full of interesting facts and trivia.
I have often pondered the absence of the
ubiquitous pigeon in Toodyay.
We have turtledoves and bronze-wings, but
not the common variety that infests our cities
and suburbs.
Consult the booklet and there’s a possible
explanation.
On 24 June 1948 the Toodyay Vermin Board
offered a bounty of sixpence per head and two
claws for any pigeons destroyed in town.
That was 70 years ago. Do pigeons have long
memories?
In March 1948 St Stephen’s Anglican

Church’s new sanctuary was consecrated as a
WW2 memorial to the two Lee-Steere brothers
who died in action.
While meat and clothing rationing ended
on 24 June 1948, butter and tea rationing
continued until 1950.
In 1946 the shire was in the mood to
modernise with its Post-War Reconstruction
Plan.
The back page of the booklet shows two
delightful colour sketches showing how the
Town Hall and Road Board (Public Library)
buildings could be given Art Deco makeovers.
Maybe it was fortunate for our tourist
industry that the State Government wasn’t into
approving requests for funds for these and other
projects.
These little gems of time captured by Beth
can be bought for the princely sum of $5 from
our society.
Our end-of-year event will be the annual
Christmas sundowner at Wicklow Shearing
Shed, Clinton Street, on Saturday November 24
from 6pm. A notice will be sent out to members.
Next meeting: Wednesday November 21,
7pm at Drummond House next to the bank’s
ATM.
Contact: secretary.2j.ths@ gmail. com;
Robyn Taylor, rdtaylor@iinet.net.au, 9574
2578, or Beth Frayne 9574 5971, toobide4@
iinet.net.au.
Donegan’s Cottage Research Centre (in the
showgrounds) is open on Thursdays 1-3pm.
Postal address: PO 32 Toodyay WA 6566.
Website: toodyayhistoricalsociety.org.au/.
We have displays of books and other items at
Drummond House, which is open on Saturday
mornings.
Membership is $10 per annum.

OUR BIG Breakfast Club at Toodyay
District High School (TDHS) on October
15 was another successful event.
Going by the number of jugs of Milo
consumed (eight), loaves of toast,
spaghetti, fruit salad etc., it was well
received.
Our morning tea at the school on
October 23 to thank the many ‘friends of
chaplaincy’ who continue to support our
school chaplain Doug was attended by
about 33 folk.
Representatives from YouthCARE,
Toodyay Shire, Op Shop and the CWA
also joined us.
We would like to acknowledge
the Toodyay and Districts Bendigo
Community Bank’s generous donation of
$7500 to our chaplaincy program.
The shire continues to support us with a
grant of $7500 and the Op Shop gifted us
$4000.
As Doug our chaplain is working within
our school for four days a week and this
year there is no Federal Government
funding, wages amount to $45,000.
As you can see, all donations are very
much appreciated – large and small.
Doug, along with Brian Ludlow and
teacher Brie Rose, took 10 students from
TDHS on a wilderness hike from October
16-18 along the Bibbulmun Track.
Students were expected to be responsible
for setting up their tents, organising food
supplies, be involved in decision making
and generally be self-sufficient and also
work as a team.
They had to contend with weather
conditions from warm to torrential rain.
The students returned to Toodyay
very proud and excited about their
achievements. (See story above left.)
Thank you to Toodyay Op Shop and the
CWA for sponsoring the program.
An early reminder that our Christmas
raffle, which includes some gift items, will
be held on Friday and Saturday December
7 and 8.
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ABC Four Corners ignites weedkiller debate
Toodyay Agricultural Alliance
Frank Panizza
THE WET and cool October has brought
mixed fortunes for farmers.
The welcome late rains in October have put
the finishing touches to cropping programs
and provided a boost for livestock producers’
pastures.
It has, however, caused a lot of headaches
for farmers producing hay.
Rainy weather combined with cool cloudy
conditions have delayed baling, sometimes
for weeks.
The debate about the weedkiller glyphosate
began with the recent screening of the ABC
television program Four Corners.
The content of the program caused rigorous
debate and concern for farmers across all
agricultural regions throughout Australia.
Four Corners focussed on a Californian
court determination that glyphosate, an
active constituent of the brand name
Roundup, contributed to a man developing
non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma.
The court found that the label on
the Roundup product that he used as a
groundsman, should have warned him that
development of cancer was a possibility.
This ruling relied upon a finding the
International Agency for Research on
Cancer (IARC), based in Europe, had
recently classified glyphosate as a Class 2a
carcinogen (probable carcinogen).
This finding has been widely criticised
by scientists, agrochemical companies,
consultants and farming groups who all state
the use of glyphosate is safe when used as

Adam Candeloro (rear) and Candeloro farms’ full-time mechanic Brian Davies prepare
a Weedseeker boom sprayer for the summer spraying program. Photo: Frank Panizza.
directed and has been used safely for more
than forty years.
The IARC routinely examines many
compounds, foods and additives for their
risk as carcinogens.
Interestingly, glyphosate has the same
rating as commonly consumed foods such
as red meat, cured meats such as bacon and
salami, and tea and coffee if drunk hot.
Sunlight and alcohol are rated as Class 1
carcinogens, higher than glyphosate.
Many farmers across Australia are
concerned that any restriction on the use
of glyphosate will force them to use other
herbicides that are older, now in use for 60

Prize-winning pineapple
sets tongues wagging
Ieva Tomsons
WHEN a pineapple raised its prickly head at
last month’s Gidgegannup Agricultural Show
it set tongues wagging.
Most visitors to the fruit and vegetable
pavilion were amazed and delighted, while
the less-charitable were downright suspicious
the entry was not locally grown.
The prize pineapple was awarded best
exhibit sash in the fruit section and was
grown by long-term Morangup resident and
ambulance volunteer Robyn Taukulis.
Robyn has been exhibiting for only three
years but has gained a reputation as one of
the exhibitors to beat in not only fruit and

One of Robyn’s pineapple plants.

vegetables but also home produce.
She entered 30 items at this year’s Toodyay
Agricultural Show and 27 at Gidgegannup,
and collected a swag of awards from both.
Robyn grows about 30 pineapples outside
her home but the prize-winning exhibit was
grown in a pot on the edge of a north-facing
veranda and spent winter next to the house
wall to escape frost damage.
Her other ‘garden variety’ pineapples were
moved in winter to a shade-cloth dome for
similar protection.
Pineapples can by grown by slicing the
crown off a fresh one, removing its leaves
and when the fruit is dry, plant it in the
ground or in a pot, water-in the stalk and
wait about two years for it to start growing.
Once the fruit forms it can take more than
another year to be ready to eat.
Robyn applies sheep and chicken manure
and some blood and bone to her pineapples
at random intervals and says the hardest part
of growing one is giving it a hug.
“They’re really prickly,” said Robyn who
confesses to talking to all her fruit and
vegetables to encourage them to grow.
By the time The Herald caught up with
Robyn, her prize-winning pineapple had
already been eaten.
“It was absolutely delicious,” said her
husband Valdis who helps in the garden and
is known locally as the Dill-Pickle King.

WIFE unfurls new banner
Women in Farming Enterprises
Alison Wroth

SEPTEMBER’S seminar came quicker than
we all thought with one of WIFE’s sponsors,
WA Property Lawyers, doing the rounds and
spreading her knowledge.
Guest speaker Corinne Adams covered
everything from succession planning to
trusts, wills and leases and gladly answered
any questions that came her way.
Our new WIFE Toodyay banner got its first
workout that evening, and ‘flash’ is not the
word for it.
Something to be proud of for sure. Thanks
to everybody who assisted in pulling this
evening together.
Two local businesses recently became
Friends of WIFE for the year when they
made donations to our branch.
The donations enabled us to purchase our
branch banner in time for the 165th Toodyay
Agricultural Show and advertise in the Show
Schedule with the WIFE flyer, which will
really get the ideals and goals of our group
well known in our region.

Heartfelt thanks to Toodyay Dental Clinic
and Deepdale Farm for their kind and
generous donations.
WIFE’s annual seminar in Dowerin was a
wonderful day of interesting guest speakers,
new apps, meeting new friends and at last
being able to put a face to the end of an email,
which was an achievement in itself.
There was lovely food and it was all
coordinated by the supportive membership.
A fantastic effort by the Dowerin branch and
we look forward to next year’s seminar in
Lake Grace.
Our next meeting to organise next year’s
schedule will be at 6pm on Thursday
November 8 in the Freemasons dining room.
Membership drives will be in force next
year to increase our member base and see if
there are any rural women around who might
be enthusiastic about the rural and farming
life but need a guiding light to get the most
out of the day.
Once we are into our second year, new
ideas come with new energy.
“Build it and they will come,” I believe
was the quote – so we are.

years, which are far more toxic.
They wish to be able to use glyphosate as
it was originally intended, as a modern tool
integral to adoption of conservation tillage
and increased production.
Increasing the effectiveness of herbicide use
is a goal constantly in the minds of farmers
and agricultural industry professionals alike.
Technology appears to hold the key.

Over the last decade a revolution in weed
‘spying’ electronic detection has been slowly
evolving.
This technology uses cameras to ‘look’
at the ground as the farmers’ boom sprayer
moves over the paddock and switches a small
section of the boom sprayer on and off when
it ‘sees’ a weed.
This massively reduces herbicide use,
particularly glyphosate, which is used presowing.
Local farmer Aaron Candeloro, who farms
with his wife Nikki and his parents Joe
and Maria and brothers Dion and Jerome,
has fitted this technology to all their boom
sprayers for summer spraying.
“Since we purchased our Weedseekers we
have reduced the spray used in our summer
sprays by up to 94 percent,” Mr Candeloro
said.
“The high initial cost has well and truly
been repaid and we are hearing that the
technology is just getting better all the time.
“They tell us now that new cameras can
detect a broadleaf weed in a cereal crop, and
a grass weed in a broadleaf crop.”
Mr Candeloro is hoping this technology
not only works but is affordable and quickly
adopted.
“Reducing herbicide use and the cost to the
farmer is a win-win for everyone,” he said.

Advertorial

It’s time to tell the truth about
real estate – again

EXORBITANT and unjustifiable sales
commissions charged by real estate agents
are just one of the many things adding to
the instability of the real estate market.
As prices were going up, agent’s
fees were adding further to housing
unaffordability because the sellers had
to price that outrageous fee into their
expected sales figure.
And now that the prices are going
down, the agent’s fee, based on a sliding
percentage fee scale, will change very little
and the seller will bear the full brunt of the
price drop.
Once the following facts are taken into
consideration, I’m not the only person to
get angry and frustrated at the ‘wrongness’
of this situation.
A real estate sales rep. can get a licence
to sell real estate in two days – either on
line or in a class.
That’s two days folks, and the course
costs $1100.
A licensed agent (the one who owns the
agency) can get a licence in five months
– on line – and their mandatory operating
costs are ridiculously low.
Eighty-six per cent of all Australian
properties are sold via the internet which
begs the question: Why does an agency
need to run a costly office?
Why should a property seller pay for this
unnecessary luxury?
A real estate agency will charge more for
their service if the property is worth more.
Why is this, when the workload is
exactly the same?
How can that make sense?

All marketing carried out by all real
estate agencies is exactly the same – and
there is absolutely no reason why these
costs should rise above $300 because most
of it is free.
In my opinion, there is not a single
justification for a sales commission greater
than $5500 – particularly when agents
don’t sell houses. Houses sell houses.
And agents help that process by taking
good photos, writing an honest and
engaging advert, making themselves
familiar with the property, and supervising
the transition from offer to settlement.
So where’s the validation for paying
unjustifiably high sales commissions is the
question that needs to be asked and kept
being asked.
New Way Home Sales broke the model
above to allow realism and fairness to
become the driving force.
This had to happen, particularly in order
to help our children and grandchildren be
able to afford their own home one day.
And, I’m pleased to say, our model
has been a welcomed and successful
alternative to the current real estate model.
Finally, don’t be fooled by the old adage
“you pay for what you get”.
It’s probably true when it comes to
toasters, but not true when it comes to real
estate agencies.
An agency is either realistic when it
comes to valuing their workload and
service or they’re not.
Barb Dadd
New Way Home Sales
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Fine weather draws big crowd for fun day out

Toodyay Agricultural Society
Alison Wroth
ONE THING that every community in a
country town needs is an event that brings
everyone together
With free entertainment for the children
this year, 65 trade exhibits, 17 food
operators, incredible live music playing all
day, livestock both penned and wandering
among the big crowd, exhibition halls
filled to bursting and with 1658 general
entries overall, the historic 165th Toodyay
Agricultural Show did not disappoint
anybody on a day that was blessed by fine
weather.
The committee worked so hard during the
year to organise an event that endeavours to
cater for every single age group, personality
and interest.
With the positive comments received on the
day and after, committee members believe
we achieved this and more, especially with
the entries being so high this year in the
two exhibition pavilions, which provided a
wonderful display of Floriculture, Cookery,
Needlecraft, Home Produce, Quilting,
Hobby Craft and Fruit and Vegetables.
The Children’s Section was wonderful with
all the stewards excelling at their work.
Bolgart Primary School and Toodyay
District High School displayed students’
art on the recently renovated Lee-Steere

Dodgem cars are always a popular ride in sideshow alley.
Pavilion walls, much to the students’ and
displays by cattle producer Charlie Wroth we
families’ delight.
would have had empty yards in that section
Livestock, alpaca fleeces and agriculture this year.
were down in entries, but loyal farmers filled
The new biosecurity regulations didn’t
some extra pens for us and alpaca steward
affect the livestock/agricultural exhibitors
Michael McKone provided his own alpaca
who believe that “where there is a will, there
fleeces and spun wool, making an excellent is a way” and with some extra effort they
display in his section.
provided visitors with examples of what we
Again, if it were not for the regular solid produce locally and why we still promote the

shire as an agricultural area.
The Toodyay Agricultural Society would
like to thank the individuals, community
groups and businesses who generously
supported this year’s Show through major
sponsorship or the donation of trophies and
prize money.
Without sponsorship, we would not be able
to attract quality entertainment or have the
fireworks display.
Many community groups assist prior to or
on Show day and we are very grateful.
Our major sponsors this year were Road
Safety Commission, CSBP, Dunnings,
REECE, Shire of Toodyay, Vernice, Morgan
Feed Supplies, Country Wide Insurance,
Toodyay and Districts Bendigo Community
Bank and the Toodyay Op Shop.
Last year we began major restoration of
the Lee-Steere Pavilion exhibition benches
and pinup boards.
We continued this maintenance program in
the Lee-Steere Pavilion and the wool shed
and both have improved way beyond our
expectations.
Congratulations to all involved; special
thanks to Graham and Colin for their skill
and volunteer hours and in the wool shed.
Thanks to all the helpers, Curtin students
and our wonderfully organised committee.
The president and committee hope you
enjoyed the Show and will come next year
for another try at the Chocolate Wheel.

Who won what at the 165th Toodyay Show
THE PRESIDENT’S TROPHY
Mr Kevin Hutchings
Most points in Sections A, B, C and E
WARRAGENNY HOLDINGS
Toodyay Agricultural Society Inc
Best Commercial Exhibit/Display
MORLEY MOWER CENTRE
SECTION A SHEEP
The Patrons Trophy – Mr David Chitty
Most points – Sheep Section
R SMITH
R & T Chitty Prize
Best Lamb Exhibit
BLINKBONNY FARM
R & T Chitty Prize
Best Wether Exhibit
R SMITH
SECTION B WOOL
Elders Northam Trophy
Most points in wool section
1 PHIL WILSON and
2 SAMUEL & LEAH SYRED
Doug Wood Memorial Trophy
Champion Fleece
DAVID CHITTY

SECTION C CATTLE
Heartland Veterinary Hospital Trophy
Best Exhibit Class 25 - Pen 3 females, 2017 drop
commercial for breeding
WARRAGENNY HOLDINGS
Warragenny Rural Contractors
Best Exhibit Class 26 - Pen 3 baby beef, 2018 drop
WARRAGENNY HOLDINGS
Toodyay Hardware and Farm
Best Exhibit Class 27 - Single baby beef – 2018
drop
WARRAGENNY HOLDINGS
Vernice Pty Ltd
Best Exhibit Class 28 - Single baby beef, 2018
drop bred in Toodyay Shire
WARRAGENNY HOLDINGS
Primaries CRT – Northam
Best Exhibit class 29 - Single female, 2017 drop
for breeding
WARRAGENNY HOLDINGS
Toodyay Hardware & Farm Prize
Best Exhibit Class 30 - Pen 3 yearling steers,
2017 drop
WARRAGENNY HOLDINGS
The Meat Hook
Best Exhibit Class 31 - Single Steer, 2017 drop,
grainfed
WARRAGENNY HOLDINGS
SECTION E AGRICULTURE
Toodyay Agricultural Alliance
Most Points
WARRAGENNY HOLDINGS
Phil’s Soft Serve Ice Cream Prize
Best Exhibit
ANDREW THORNTON
SECTION F POULTRY
John Lucas
Most Points
J & A O’BRIEN
Shire of Toodyay
Best Exhibit Group F1- Pair
G IRELAND
Shire of Toodyay
Best Exhibit Group F2 - Large Fowl Heavy Breed
PETER STREET
Shire of Toodyay
Best Exhibit Group F3 - Large Fowl Light Breed
PETER STREET
Shire of Toodyay
Best Exhibit Group F4 - Large Game Bird
G IRELAND
Shire of Toodyay
Best Exhibit Group F5 - Game Bantam
ANDREW RYALL
Shire of Toodyay
Best Exhibit Group F6 - Soft Feathered Bantam
ANDREW RYALL
Shire of Toodyay
Best Exhibit Group F7 - Water Bird
J & A O’BRIEN
Shire of Toodyay
Best Exhibit Group F8 - Backyard Chook
COLLEEN KIRKBY
Toodyay Hair Studio
Best Exhibit Group F9 - Turkey
J & A O’BRIEN
Shire of Toodyay
Best Exhibit Group F10 - Junior Section
LIAM RYALL
SECTION G PIGEONS
Dynamic Reticulation
Champion bird
IMRE UNGVARY
Shire of Toodyay
Group G1 – Best working pair
IMRE UNGVARY

Shire of Toodyay
Group G2 – Best Exhibit - Working Homers
IMRE UNGVARY
Megasys
Group G3 – sub-Group A – Best Exhibit
Fancy Pigeons
IMRE UNGVARY
Dynamic Reticulation
Group G3 – sub-Group B – Best Exhibit
Fancy Pigeons
GERALD MORGAN
Dynamic Reticulation
Group G3 – sub-Group C – Best Exhibit
Fancy Pigeons
IMRE UNGVARY
Dynamic Reticulation
Group G3 – sub-Group D – Best Exhibit
Fancy Pigeons
IMRE UNGVARY
Shire of Toodyay
Group G4 – Best Exhibit - Junior Class
NOAH MARION

SECTION H ALPACA AND COLOURED
FLEECES
Paca Molino
Best Exhibit – Huacaya
CAROL LEATHLEY
Toodyay Locals Care
Best Exhibit – Suri
MICHELLE NANCARROW
SECTION I HOME PRODUCE
Ian Stannard
Most Points
KERRY GREGORY
Shire of Toodyay
Best Exhibit
ROBYN TAUKULIS
Dr Richard Walkey Memorial Prize
Best Exhibit – Group I1 - eggs
MARY WILTSHIRE
Elsie Wroth Memorial Trophy
Best Exhibit Group I2 - jams
ROBYN TAUKULIS

Results continued
Dr Richard Walkey Memorial Prize
Best Exhibit – Group I1 - eggs
MARY WILTSHIRE
Elsie Wroth Memorial Trophy
Best Exhibit Group I2 - jams
ROBYN TAUKULIS
Dr Richard Walkey Memorial Prize
Best Exhibit Group I3 – pickles & preserves
DEAN KENWARD
Sue & Gary Golding Prize
Best Exhibit Group I4 – homemade cheese
WOJCELECH KIELBASA
Toodyay & Districts Community Bank
Best Exhibit Group I6 – children 15 years
and under
OLIVIA NICHOLS
SECTION J FRUIT & VEGETABLES
Phil’s Soft Serve Icecream Prize
Most Points
DON’T PANIC IT’S ORGANIC
Toodyay Garden & Outdoor Centre
Best Exhibit
ROBYN TAUKULIS
Toodyay Garden & Outdoor Centre
Best Exhibit- Group J1 - Vegetables,
Varieties
ROBYN TAUKULIS
Toodyay Garden & Outdoor Centre
Best Exhibit- Group J2 - Children 15 years
& under
LEO MILLETT
Toodyay Garden & Outdoor Centre
Best Exhibit- Group J4 - Fruit, Varieties
REG SMITH
Toodyay Garden & Outdoor Centre
Best Exhibit- Group J5 - Nuts and Dried Fruit
MONICA THORNTON
SECTION K APICULTURE
Toodyay Pharmacy
Most Points
MICHELLE NANCARROW
Bee Happy Prize
Best Exhibit – Group K1Honey
MICHELLE NANCARROW
Bee Happy Prize
Best Exhibit – Group K2 - Beeswax
Not Awarded
SECTION L HAND SPINNING
Toodyay Op Shop
Best Exhibit
SUE WEBB
Toodyay Chamber of Commerce & Industry
Inc
Most Points
CAROL WORRELL
Toodyay Spinners
Best Exhibit Group L1 - Fleece and Fibre
SUE WEBB
Shire of Toodyay
Best Exhibit – Group L2
First Year Spinner
SUSAN FRICKER
Brent Morey Wool Handlers
Best Exhibit – Group L3 - Felting
JENNY CORNWALL
SECTION M PATCHWORK AND
QUILTING
Patricia Chitty Memorial Trophy
Most Points
GABRIELLE JOHNSON
Ian Stannard
Best Exhibit
LAUREL SCOTT
Avalon Homestead
Best Exhibit Group M1 - Quilting and
Patchwork
GABRIELLE JOHNSON
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Avalon Homestead
Best Exhibit Group M2 - Quilting
Commercial
LAUREL SCOTT
Avalon Homestead
Best Exhibit Group M3 - Hand Quilting
GABRIELLE JOHNSON
Avalon Homestead
Best Exhibit Group M4 - Applique
VALERIE CALE
Avalon Homestead
Best Exhibit Group M5 - Machine Quilting
LYNLEE CHITTY
Avalon Homestead
Best Exhibit Group M6 - Patchwork/
Quilting, Children 16 years & under
NO ENTRIES
SECTION N WEAVING
Krys Poliniak
Best Exhibit
GALINA RENNER
SECTION O FLORICULTURE
Paula Greenway Trophy
Most Points
NAOMI MILLETT
Shane Love MLA Trophy
Best Exhibit
KERRY GREGORY
Sue & Gary Golding
Best Exhibit Sub-Group O1A
Specimen Classes – Roses, Specimen
KAY CHITTY
Mary Donegan-Guthrie
Best Exhibit Sub-Group O1B
Specimen Classes – Variety Specimen
NAOMI MILLETT
Toodyay Garden & Outdoor Centre
Best Exhibit Group O2 - Vase
IAN STANNARD
Best Exhibit Group O3 - Bowl
STEPHANIE DRISCOLL
Shire of Toodyay
Best Exhibit Group O4 - Decorative Art
KERRY GREGORY
Toodyay Garden & Outdoor Centre
Best Exhibit Group O5
Pot Plants, less than 35 cm diameter
NATALIE KIELBASN
Toodyay Garden & Outdoor Centre
Best Exhibit Group O6 - Herbs
BRUCE GUTHRIE
Eleanor Maria Bell
Best Exhibit Group O7 - Young Adult
Classes – 16 to 18 years
Not Awarded
SECTION Q HOBBY CRAFTS
Toodyay CWA Mary Sims Trophy
Most Points
KERRY GREGORY
Shane Love (MLA)
Best Exhibit
PAUL THOMPSON
Mrs Lynn Cook
Best Exhibit Group Q1
PAUL THOMPSON
Amber Spring Gardens
Best Exhibit Group Q2
KERRY GREGORY
SECTION R ART
Sommerville Gallery
Best Exhibit
JESSE COLLINS
Arts Toodyay Inc
Best Exhibit depicting a Rural Theme
KAYE DEVLIN
Country Realty
Most points
SALLY CRADDOCK
Shane Love (MLA)
Best Exhibit by Artist under 18yrs of age

NOT AWARDED
SECTION S NEEDLEWORK
Fletcher Family
Most Points
KAREN LAKEMAN
Mrs Bel Rowe
Best Exhibit
KAREN LAKEMAN
Cale Family
Best Exhibit -Group S1 - Knitting
JESSICA BERRIMAN
Shire of Toodyay
Best Exhibit Group S2 - Crochet
KAREN LAKEMAN
Kay Chitty
Best Exhibit Group S3 - Hand Embroidery
KAREN LAKEMAN
Kay Chitty
Best Exhibit Group S4 - Sewing Machine
V MUKERJIE
Shire of Toodyay
Best Exhibit Group S5 - Teddies, dolls and
Toys
VALERIE ADAIR
Susan King
Best Exhibit Group S6 - Miscellaneous
V MUKERJIE
Kay Chitty
Best Exhibit Group S7 - Over 70 years
HEATHER HENDERSON
Shire of Toodyay
Best Exhibit Group S8 - Novice
HEIDI LEWIS
SECTION T COOKERY
Mrs S Patten
Best Exhibit
JUNE EASTWOOD
Geoff & Megan Ebdon
Most Points
GEORGE GROESSLER
Toodyay CWA
Best Exhibit – Group T1 - Scones
TANYA STUART
Shane Love (MLA)
Best Exhibit Group T2 - Bread made in
Bread Maker
GEORGE GROESSLER
Hutchings Family Prize
Best Exhibit Group T2 - Bread Handmade
GEORGE GROESSLER
Dr Richard Walkey Memorial Prize
Best Exhibit Group T3 - Cakes and Biscuits
JUNE EASTWOOD
Nancy Collins Memorial Prize
Most Points Group T3 - Cakes and Biscuits
HEATHER FERNIHOUGH
M & E O’Sullivan Trophy
Best Exhibit Group T4 - Decorated Cakes
MAKAYLA-ROSE BAZELEY
Mrs Phyl Wood Memorial Prize (donated
by Mrs Lynn Cook)
Group Prize T5- Best Exhibit Card
MAUREEN WOOD
Runner up – Best Exhibit Card
GILLIAN REYNOLDS
MJ & KL Knowles Trophy
Best Exhibit Group T5 President’s Favourite
Recipe
ROBYN TAUKULIS
Toodyay Bakery
Best Exhibit Group T6 - Gluten Free
ROBYN TAUKULIS
SECTION V PHOTOGRAPHY
Shane Love (MLA)
Most Points
TESS CLARE TUCKER
The Hon. Christian Porter MP
Best Exhibit
TESS CLARE TUCKER
Wroth family Trophy
Best Exhibit Group V1 - Black & White or
Sepia Print
JESSICA SHILCOCK
Mary Donegan-Guthrie
Best Exhibit Group V2 - Mobile Phone Print
DEAN KENWARD
Mary Donegan-Guthrie
Best Exhibit Group V3 - Digital Camera
Print (max size 8” x 10”
ROSS McDOUGALL
Wroth Family Trophy
Best Exhibit Group V4 - Digital Camera
Print (max size 11.5” x 16.5”)
TESS CLARE TUCKER
Mrs Lynn Cook
Best Exhibit Group V5 - Children to 10 years
– Colour or Black & White Print
ZIGGY PEARCE
Mrs Lynn Cook
Best Exhibit Group V6 - Children 11 – 15
years – Colour or Black & White print
LILLIAN McBRIDE
SECTION W WOOD CRAFT
Avon Wood Turners
Most Points
TREVOR PRANGNELL
Avon Wood Turners
Best Exhibit Group W1 - Woodturning

TREVOR PRAGNELL
Avon Wood Turners
Best Exhibit Group W2 - General
TREVOR PRAGNELL
Avon Wood Turners
Best Exhibit Group W3 - Novice
MALCOLM CHRISTMAS
SECTION X CHILDREN – Children 16
years of age and under
Beth Somers Memorial Trophy
Best Exhibit
HAYLEY DUCKWORTH
Avon Woodworker
Best Exhibit Group X1 - Floriculture
LEO MILLETT
Toodyay CWA
Best Exhibit Group X2 - Cooking
Not Awarded
Toodyay & Districts Community Bank
Best Exhibit Group X3 - Craft
LILLIAN McBRIDE
Shane love (MLA)
Best Exhibit Group X4 - 2d Artwork
HAYLEY DUCKWORTH
Amber Spring Garden
Best Exhibit Group X5 - Recycled Creation
CAITLYN MOSSOP
SECTION XX CHILDREN 13 years of
age and under
John Lucas
Best Exhibit
TANAMI BOGGS
Toodyay Garden Club
Best Exhibit Group XX1 - Floriculture
CLIVE MILLETT
MJ & KL Knowles
Best Exhibit Group XX2 - Cooking
AMELIA REDDEN
Big Fish Estimating
Best Exhibit Group XX3 - Craft
TANAMI BOGGS
Shane Love (MLA)
Best Exhibit Group XX4 - Artwork
AMY DUCKWORTH
Geoff & Megan Ebdon
Best Exhibit Group XX5 - Recycled Creation
ANGUS HANSE
SECTION Y CHILDREN - Children 10
years of age and under
Beth Somers Memorial Trophy
Best Exhibit
THOMAS THORNTON
Avon Woodworker
Best Exhibit Group Y1 - Floriculture
ANOUKE FLUGGE
MJ & KL Knowles Trophy
Best Exhibit Group Y2 - Cooking
HARRISON NICHOLS
Toodyay & Districts Community Bank
Best Exhibit Group Y3 - Craft
THOMAS THORNTON
Country Realty
Best Exhibit Group Y4 - Artwork
MOLLY SCOTT
SECTION YY CHILDREN - Children 7
years of age and under
Toodyay Shire
Best Exhibit
MATHEW ASHWORTH
Toodyay Garden Club
Best Exhibit Group YY1 - Floriculture
POLLY HANSEN
Big Fish Estimating
Best Exhibit Group YY2 - Cooking
ALEXANDER NICHOLS
Kerry Gregory
Best Exhibit Group YY3 - Craft
MATHEW ASHWORTH
Mary Donegan-Guthrie
Best Exhibit Group YY4 - Artwork
ADELENE PEARCE
SECTION Z CHILDREN SCHOOL
YEARS KINDERGARTEN – PREPRIMARY
Fletcher Family
Best Exhibit
JACKSON BYFIELD
Toodyay & Districts Community Bank
Most Points
NICHOLAS THORNTON
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Rita cared and put caring into action

Country Women’s Association
Elizabeth Mansom
EVERYONE in the Toodyay branch was
saddened to learn of the death on October 9
of long-time member Rita Harrison.
Rita’s name is inscribed on the Honour
Board in the hall showing she held the offices
of president (twice) and secretary; she also
served as catering officer.
Rita was always quick to put up her hand
when assistance was asked for.
For her time and efforts on behalf of the
CWA she was awarded a Loyal Service
badge. Rita cared and put that caring into
action. She will be missed.
At our last meeting, Roz Davidson
spoke about her not-for-profit organisation,
Toodyay Locals Care.
Roz and her helpers provide cooked
meals and basic items for those in need
and, as in the past, will be putting on lunch
on Christmas Day for those who would
otherwise spend the day alone.
It’s a local charity very well worth
supporting.
An aspect of CWA with which people
may not be familiar is their support for
rural students and professions in the form
of scholarships.
One such scholarship is for WA rural
nurses.
The CWA together with the Commercial
Travellers’ Association of WA (CTA)
established the CWA/CTA Henderson Field
Scholarship in 2017 to encourage nursing
skills training, particularly involving the care
of children, for the benefit of rural regional
and remote communities.
Funds amounting to $100,000 were gifted
by the CTA and provided to the CWA
which now manages the funds and selection
process.
Each year, up to $5000 in scholarships is
awarded to deserving applicants.
The 2018 inaugural recipients were
Phillippa Collins, based at Kununurra
District Hospital, who attended an Advanced
Paediatric Life Support Course in Perth
earlier this year, and Rebecca Caporn based
at Goldfields Population Health Unit in
Kalgoorlie who completed her Masters of
Public Health.

Bejoording Community Group
News
From the desk of The Badger

CWA doll Netti in a jaguar costume at the Toodyay Agricultural Show.
Perhaps a reader or someone you know Thursday of the month in the CWA Hall in
would benefit from this kind of support?
Stirling Terrace.
For further information you can contact
There is plenty of parking in Charcoal
the CWA on 9321 6041 or download the Lane, with disabled access from the lane
application form from the website.
down the side of the hall; to book the hall
The CWA meets at 1pm on the fourth ring Jennifer Clarke on 9574 5715.

The best place to meet and eat in town!

From Coffee to Cake,
Burgers, Hot Meals,
Takeaways, and
Children's Menu...
...we have something
for everyone

Happy Days Coffee Pot is an industrial
style café located in the Northam Boulevard
Shopping Centre providing dine-in and take
away service to our customers.
Our café provides a great relaxing
environment with a country feel for our
customers to come and meet up with
friends, enjoy great food and drinks, at
affordable prices.

WE ARE OPEN
Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm
Saturday 9am to 1.30pm

Find us on
Facebook

Local rev heads
glued to Bathurst
mega TV screen

Come back soon!
We work hard so
that ours is the best
coffee and dine-in or
takeaway experience
in Northam!

08) 9622 5210
Northam Boulevard Shopping Centre
Shop 6, 171 Fitzgerald Street Northam
www.happydayscoffeepot.com.au

OCTOBER has been a bit of a strange
month.
We’ve had lots of members working
away, a group went on a motorbike tour
in Vietnam, and some cold nights without
the benefit of our open pit fire deterred all
but the die-hards on some Wednesdays.
Nevertheless, the shed remains the
focal point of our community and we still
managed a good crowd for our annual
seafood feast.
A big thank you to Linda Veldtman
and Marc Bodium for organising all the
fish and seafood, Linda especially for
her cooking, and we mustn’t forget Doug
Colfer who kept up a constant supply of
fresh hot chips. It was a big success all
round.
The other event which drew a small but
enthusiastic crowd of petrol heads was the
all-day screening on our mega monitor of
the annual Bathurst race.
We all got together on Melbourne
Cup Day and a feast of leftovers was
available the following night at our usual
Wednesday gathering – we over-catered,
as usual.
Your monthly reminder: we meet every
Wednesday evening (except in January) at
the Bejoording Community Centre which
shares premises with the local volunteer
bush fire brigade in Bejoording Road.
Come along from 6pm and leave when
it suits you.
It’s strictly ‘come as you are’ casual,
kids are welcome, and there are fun events
every month. If you aren’t yet a member,
we’d love to get to know you.
If you want to know more, you can
contact president Barry Grey on 9574
2149, or call The Badger on 0414 250 484.
Hope to see you soon.

Woodturners eat dust? Not us
Avon Woodturners
Max J Heath
IT HAS been a busy time at the woodturners.
Both Wednesdays and Sundays have had
good turn-ups with most lathes in use.
The dust extraction system has been
keeping David Doye occupied; it still has a
couple of bugs but it is nearly there.
This will make our turning safer with less
dust going down our necks and also make
cleaning up a lot easier.
Woodturners Association WA has been
in touch with us and has requested that we
undertake a Saturday workshop next year.
We have agreed to this but, as yet, don’t
know when it will be.
It will probably be in June and if this is the
case we will book the hall as we just got away
with having good weather at 2J Junction this
year in June. Having our commercial people
outside is just too much of a risk.
The competition article for the workshop is
three lidded boxes that fit inside each other.
As usual, we provided demonstrations at
the Toodyay Agricultural Show and we had
a good day with a lot of interest.
Quite a few smaller articles such as
spinning tops and garden and honey dibblers
were crafted and given away.
It is nice to do this and the recipients ask if
they can give something for the pieces but we
never accept any money and people go away
happy with a little something from Toodyay.
At the Show we also had a display which
was done at fairly short notice.
A lot of good comments came to us, while
demonstrating, that people liked it.
We also attended the school fete and
demonstrated there.

Honey dibblers seemed to be the theme of
the day and created a lot of interest – once
again, we made some people’s day by their
receiving a little something for nothing.
Well that’s about all from the Avon
Woodturners for this month. As usual, we
request that you please don’t drive tired.

Goomalling bingo
for a change
Toodyay Autumn Club
Michael Cox
OUR LAST visit this year to another club
will be to Warwick in early November and
then we will have our Christmas party on
Wednesday December 19.
In early October, we visited Goomalling
where we were welcomed with a very
enjoyable morning tea, then a game of bingo
for a change.
Some of us also had a game of carpet bowls
followed by a tasty lunch.
We enjoy our visits to other clubs such as
York, Northam and Bindoon, just to name a
few, and they in turn visit us.

Chasing a full house
Casino Bus
Rae Vigar
WHAT a turnout – 31 people took the bus
for the last casino outing.
The bus can carry 57 people, so have a
think about filling the rest of the seats.
There were some winners, not yours truly
though – maybe next time, which will be on
January 21 next year.
We leave from the bowling club at 9am and
get home around 5.30pm.
The $20 fare includes the bus trip and an
all-you-can-eat lunch.
It’s a great day out, so to book a seat by
phoning Rae on 9574 1356.

