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THE FAMOUS SHARRON —‘who’s not
really famous for anything, dah-lings’
— almost stole the show as master of
ceremonies from Joe and his Gang at this
year’s spectacular new-look Moondyne
Festival in Toodyay.

An estimated 6000 people — including 60
visitors from Perth on a special AvonLink
train — jammed the length of Stirling Terrace
for a full day of fun, entertainment and
activity, joined by dozens of locals dressed
in 19th Century colonial garb.

Famous Sharron was the glue that held it
together from a stage in front of the Victoria
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Bushranger Joe struggles to evade capture during this years spectacularly successful Moondyne Festival. More pictures Page 19

Moondyne magic draws bumper crowd

Hotel, surrounded by floozies, colonial
soldiers, coppers, lawyers and a judge,
assembled for two mock trials of pistol-
toting Moondyne Joe and his two armed
accomplices.

Led by their gaudily glammed-up host,
hundreds of people yelled “Let go Joe” in
unison and screamed in delight at every
hilarious twist in the plot.

This year’s trial script was better and many
players — particularly the floozies — engaged
more directly in audience participation.

The festival itself was also much better
organised with a much-improved public

address system and bigger variety of
attractions — including a fun fair, camel
rides, trapeze artist and giant bubble blower
— and more displays and food stalls.

A new colonial village with a bush band
created a glimpse of history.

The gods smiled on Toodyay with a
beautifully mild autumn day.

By nightfall, rain was falling steadily but
the town’s eerily empty main street after the
clamour of the day had already been swept
spotlessly clean as if nothing had happened
— a truly amazing feat to cap another
marvellous community day for Toodyay.

A big contingent marches in the Stirling Terrace Anzac Day Parade. Picture: Lou Kidd

Hundreds turn out
for Anzac Centenary

commemoration

ABOUT 750 people — possibly a record
— joined this year’s Anzac Day Service
in Toodyay to mark the centenary of the
Gallipoli landings in Turkey in 1915.

It marked the culmination of three local
Anzac Day commemorations, including a
moving war memorial tribute performed by
the Toodyay Theatre Group.

The commemorations also included the
traditional Gunfire Breakfast at a new site
in the Youth Park in Clinton Street near
Newcastle Gaol Museum.

More stories page 10, pictures page 6.
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Many thanks to the volunteers who helped produce this edition of The Toodyay Herald:
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Ol’ Blind Joe

Life and death

Stirling Hamilton

THIS SUBJECT has sat at my table and
broken bread with me recently while I’ve
been building some stone memorial gardens
at the old Culham Church cemetery on Bindi
Bindi Road, where many of Toodyay’s
pioneers rest their weary souls.

It’s one of the most peaceful worksites I've
ever been on and I’m certain there’s lots of
folks looking over my shoulder, but no one
ever complains.

The other day we were packing up and
my mate said to me “leave the tools here,
who’d steal them from a cemetery”, and after
a moment’s hesitation I had to agree with
him as churchyards are the sacred sites of
our culture and it’s hard to imagine someone
nicking stuff from them.

Later, he was spinning a yarn about how
30 years back he had found these medals at
the tip, belonging to half a dozen veterans
from two World Wars.

One of them was even a major and he
reckoned he never really knew what to do
with them.

So we took the medals down to the
Toodyay Anzac Day Centenary Dawn
Service, and after the last post we passed
them on to the blokes that knew them best.

When we die, it often seems that we live on
in the memories of loved ones for a couple
of generations and then quietly fade away
into the past.

French novelist Marcel Proust (1871-
1922) wrote that people do not die for us
immediately but remain bathed in a sort of
aura of life which bears no relation to true
immortality but through which they continue
to occupy our thoughts in the same way as
when they were alive — it is as though they
were travelling abroad.

German-born theoretical physicist Albert
Einstein (1879-1955) said: “Our death is not
an end if we can live on in our children and
the younger generation. For they are us, our
bodies are only wilted leaves on the tree of
life.”

Of course, being the inveterate cheeky
bugger he always was, Einstein later said:
“Now he has departed from this strange
world a little ahead of me. That signifies
nothing. For us believing physicists, the
distinction between past, present, and future
is only a stubbornly persistent illusion.”

Try wrapping your thinking gear around
that one — every time I do and roll it into a
ball and bounce it off a wall, it shatters.

But we’re not the only ones carking it.

Extinction culture

A RECENT CSIRO study concluded that
Australia’s roughly 15 million feral cats
kill an estimated 75 million native animals
each night.

Australia has the world’s worst mammal
extinction rate, losing on average one or two
species every decade since the 1840s.

The Outback needs people like indigenous
rangers to manage things such as fire and
feral animals, but, sadly, there are fewer
people living in much of remote Australia
than at any time in the past 50,000 years.

Lord Colin Barnett (the Compassionate
One) has decreed that he will close 150
remote Aboriginal communities, evict those
people from their land and banish them to
live on the outskirts of big towns such as
Broome and Fitzroy Crossing.

In a court of law we require these people to
demonstrate an unbroken relationship with
any lands subject to native title negotiations.

How easy it is just to kick them off the little
bits of land they’ve got left and then there’s
no need for all that tiresome negotiating
business which frustrates the big miners.

In our culture we would be appalled should
some numbskull vandalise a place of worship
or the graves of our ancestors.

But for the Aboriginal person, his church
is in the rocks and trees and the billabong at
the foot of that hill over yonder.

The Welsh call it Hiraeth, meaning a
longing or homesickness tinged with grief
or sadness over a bond with one’s home
country.

They tried to explain it to the Norman/
English invaders in the 12th century but
realised that the newcomers didn’t feel the
same connection because they had conquered
many lands and just didn’t understand.

The Aboriginals weren’t angels and they
conducted their own ecocide when they
lobbed here 50,000 years ago and proceeded
to eat every damn thing that couldn’t run
away fast enough.

Dirty great wombat the size of a VW?

Beauty — that’ll feed the mob for a month.

Coupled with the use of fire to manage
their environment, they ended the reign of
megafauna that had roamed these fair lands
for millennia.

Wiser heads eventually took a look around
and thought, ‘bugger, that’s no good’ and
they developed a complex system of totemic
creatures for each tribe to revere and protect
to ensure the survival of the breeding stock
of that species.

Aboriginal oral folklore tells how the
Great Barrier Reef once formed part of the
north-east Queensland coastline, while Port
Phillip Bay in Victoria was once a rich place
for hunting kangaroo and opossum.

Researchers now believe these stories,
found to be geologically correct, constitute
some of the world’s oldest accurate oral
histories, passing through some 300
generations.

Not bad for a mob of blackfellas sitting
around a campfire while us whitefellas are
still arguing whether the planet’s only 6000
years old and built in six days.

There is a spiritual tragedy occurring in
the bush while these people are being kicked
off their lands, and with us being among the
richest nations on earth there is no excuse
for us to cast them into the darkness.

Here is the world. Beautiful and terrible
things will happen. Don't be afraid.
~American writer and theologian Frederick
Buechner (1926-).

feedbaclk

The Toodyay Herald is a
locally owned not-for-profit
newspaper that aims to serve
the community as a source of
quality news and information.
Suggestions and comments
are welcome to
PO Box 100 Toodyay WA 6566
feedback@toodyayherald.com.au
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Town salutes emergency services heroes

About 70 emergency services volunteers and 20 vehicles from the Toodyay Shire's fire, ambulance and new State Emergency Services units took part in a biennial Freedom of Entry Parade
down Stirling Terrace earlier this month. It was followed at the Toodyay Showgrounds by a presentation of service medals, fire hose demonstrations and tug-o-war contest won by the
Coondle brigade members were called away to a five just before this picture was taken and

Shire’s new High Season Brigade, who donated their 8300 prize to the Toodyay Scouts Group.

are missing from the shot. More pictures Pages 7 and 8.

Local residents fear
death trap on
Harders Chltty Road

FARMERS and other land-holders in
Harders Chitty Road have appealed to the
Toodyay Shire Council to seal a gravel
section of their road as soon as possible
for fear someone may be seriously hurt or
killed using it.

They say poor design of the unsealed road
and severe windscreen glare from its east-
west orientation at sunrise and sunset make
it an accident waiting to happen.

The road is also prone to flooding in winter.

A submission by 24 local residents has
called on the shire to set aside money in its
forthcoming budget to seal the 4.5km stretch
of gravel road in the new financial year.

Local spokesman Bruce Guthrie said there
were 27 homes along the gravel road.

It runs from where Toodyay West Road
meets Julimar Road, and ends near Malkup
Brook, about nine kilometres east of the
Toodyay townsite.

Residents estimate up to 10 service
vehicles use the unsealed road weekly or
more often, and at least 12 local businesses
use it at least twice a day.

“There are many driveways and farm gates
along the full length of the road,” Mr Guthrie
said.

“We are most concerned for the safety of all
road users as a result of the poor and slippery
surface, especially during rainy periods.

“Sunrise and sunset is blinding, especially
when dense dust from the unsealed gravel
surface reduces visibility.

“The possibility of a serious accident is
real.”

Crest danger on Harders Chitty Road

“We also believe that a substandard vertical
alignment in the road’s construction causes
poor stopping distances.”

Local residents have measured stopping
distances along the gravel stretch and say
impacts are unavoidable if sudden braking
is required at 60 or 70km/h.

Toodyay Shire President David Dow said
submissions had been received from local
residents to seal Harders Chitty Road.

The unsealed gravel road had been
included in a bus tour by councillors last
month to inspect projects for which funding
had been sought.

“It was one of several road works requests
we looked at in April,” Cr Dow said.

“Works and Services Manager Les
Vidovich will do all the sums and put funding
recommendations to council as part of the
works budget.

“There won’t be a decision until the
council’s July budget meeting.”

Bruce Guthrie (third from left) with fellow residents who want their gravel road sealed

New emergency services chief named

SENIOR local volunteer fire fighter Robert
Koch has been appointed new Chief
Emergency Services Manager for the Shires
of Toodyay and Goomalling.

He takes over from Corry Munson, who
stepped down at the end of the recent fire
season after filling it temporarily for 12
months.

Rob is a lieutenant in Toodyay’s Central
Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade, a local Scouts
leader and a former WA Department of Lands
cartographer.

Toodyay Shire CEO Stan Scott said Rob
would bring a strong mix of professional and
community skills to the key role, including
first-hand experience fighting Toodyay’s
disastrous 2009 bush fire.

- A

New Chief Emergency Services Manager
for Toodyay and Goomalling, Robert Koch

WATER SUFFI.ES FOR
* Tanks * Swimming pools * Stock
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Shire of Toodyay &
surrounding districts

15,500 litre capacity
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Mobile 0427 742 043
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The Toodpirp
Herald

Community service

IT’S BEEN an extraordinary month of
community action in Toodyay, as you’ll
see from reading this latest edition of The
Toodyay Herald.

It began last month with the Teddy
Bears’ Picnic and first Toodyay Farmers’
Market, then a memorable Anzac Day and
exciting emergency services’ Freedom of
Entry Parade and ended with a spectacular
new-look Moondyne Festival.

It’s probably fair to say there is no other
town in WA — or possibly Australia — that
can turn it on the way Toodyay does.

It was also cathartic experience for many
after a long, hot and scarily dry summer
in which the threat of another calamitous
bushfire seemed always only a gust of
wind away.

That sense of relief is evident in this
month’s volunteer bush fire brigade
reports in our emergency services pages.

Missing this month is our regular Police
Beat round-up — local police chief Warren
Conder is on long service leave but will
be back next month with all the latest law
enforcement news for you to read.

We take quiet pride in thinking there is
no other newspaper in Australia quite like
The Toodyay Herald.

Like most of the other key groups in
the shire, The Herald is a not-for-profit
organisation managed by local people
who volunteer their time to make it all
happen.

We don’t measure success by how
much money — if any — we make but
by the contribution we can make to the
community we serve.

I can safely say that this is true as [ write
this editorial at 1am while the printer rings
from Mandurah every hour to ask when
can we send him this month’s edition to
put on the overnight presses.

There seems to be an attitude in some
quarters that this newspaper is controlled
by a small group of people from out of
town with an axe to grind about what may
or may not be happening in their backyard.

It needs to be said loud and clear —
including to some on the Toodyay Shire
Council — that nobody tells this editor
what to put in the paper.

I have worked as a professional journalist
for 43 years and wear an Australian
Journalists’ Association badge with pride
on my jacket.

It binds me to a code of ethics that
requires editorial independence, whether it
be from political interference by meddling
proprietors or to protect confidential
sources from unwanted disclosure.

That’s the kind of newspaper this
community deserves and we at The
Herald intend to ensure that’s what you
get.

Michael Sinclair-Jones
Editor

Graham Boston

Northam Jewellery and Repairs

102 Fitzgerald Street Northam
(Opp Red Rooster)
Phone: 9622 8037

Mob:0438 919 932

RSM Bird Cameron

Chartered Accountants

For your rural, business
and individual taxation and
financial solutions

210 Fitzgerald St, Northam
Phone: 9622 2822
Fax: 9622 3577

Sandy Hatherley (Director): 0417 912 923
Email: sandy.hatherley@rsmi.com.au

" H-

by Rica Erickson.

e,
gl

] e 1 - e - A T

The way we were —an unidentified Afghan trader sits with his horse-drawn cart c 1930s. As new railroads reached the Eastern Goldfields
and camel teams moved inland, some Afghans became traders or worked to help clear land for new farms. Two Afghans — Sunda Singh
and Budnah Singh — became an accepted part of Toodyay life for more than 30 years. They sold shirts, boots, dresses, hats, ribbons,
laces, shawls, needles and thread, which were welcomed by farmers’ wives who rarely travelled to Perth. Some hawkers later started
profitable general stores in country towns. Photo: Newcastle Gaol Museum. Additional information from ‘Old Toodyay and Newcastle’,
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letters

Trapped pet shot

MY AWESOME cat Tigger was recently
trapped by a neighbour and shot.

I discovered this only after my cat had been
missing for a few days.

I checked with my neighbours to see if they
had seen him — there was my cat lying dead
in their vegetable garden.

I was heartbroken to see him there.

There was nothing feral about Tigger — he
was the most affectionate of cats and always
slept indoors at night.

Imagine how terrified he would have been
caught in a trap all night and not being able
to come home.

I only wish I had heard him crying so I
could have rescued him in time.

He was a beloved member of my family —1I
can’t have children so my animals are like
children to me.

Pets are like family to most people, and
some people’s actions can cause a lot of
unnecessary grief.

There is a process that should be followed
if you trap an animal.

Firstly, it would be considerate to check
with your neighbours to ensure it is not a
loved member of their household.

Secondly, call a shire ranger to collect
the animal, check if it is micro-chipped and
contact the owner.

Please be more aware of your neighbours
and their pets.

Name and address supplied

Poised at crossroads

AFTER FIVE decades’ experience of the
impact of mining on a community, I find it
frustrating that open-cut mining and landfill
are being touted for the region.

There are many other positive and
sustainable ways this community can grow.

Many people in Toodyay and the wider
region are progressive and implementing
unique and environmentally sound businesses
to ensure opportunities for future generations.

Mining has no sustainable or generational
community benefit, no matter where it is.

Having lived in a mining area with
significant exploitation, it was — and still
is — devastating on the community.

Local people and those in the wider region
(broad-acre agriculture, small-scale farming,
tourism operators, small unique businesses,
bed and breakfast accommodation and
families) will not reap many rewards.

Some work will go to a very small number
of contractors and trades people during the
infrastructure building phase, and a few
skilled operators will get work.

Beyond this there will be no real benefit.

Local rents will rise when most workers
from ‘out of town’ move here for the single
purpose of operating a mine, then leave when
it’s done.

A few people will capitalise on this small
window of opportunity — but at what cost?

Locals will not be first in line for jobs
because experience has shown that most
mine workers are from outside the local

community (WA and Queensland have many
reports documenting this).

In addition, lifestyle in Toodyay and the
wider region will suffer if the mine works
12-hour shifts that are not family-friendly.

As a result, fewer people will volunteer
for sports and other activities that sustain
a community because people’s lifestyles
change with mining — we stop having time
for families, friends and the community.

The environment will be left with an ugly
surface scar, precious top soil removed, and
water and habitat degraded.

Companies — no matter how much glossy
paper is used to promote them — do not
rehabilitate the environment back to its
natural state, and the ecosystem will be
significantly disturbed beyond repair during
the period of operation.

Nothing stands still and I embrace progress,
but there are many other ways for Toodyay
and the beautiful Avon Valley to grow and
keep its uniqueness, such as through food
production, eco tourism, bed and breakfast
accommodation and farm stays, arts and
crafts, historic sites and exciting festivals
and events.

We have a massive opportunity to work
together to increase trade, employment and
excitement.

I believe Toodyay is right now at an
important crossroads and poised to be the
next “best thing” — think Margaret River and
Fremantle 30 years ago.

So let’s be progressive and take advantage
of being a unique ‘country experience’ just
an hour’s travel from a major city with all
the benefits this can bring.

Helen Shanks
Toodyay

Love the local ‘rag’

THANK YOU. I adore The Herald.

As anew ‘Toodyayan’ I was quite chuffed
to see a real newspaper being professionally
rolled out each month.

I admit that I stopped reading newspapers
years ago, as I found they were filled more
with dross and adverts, with mistakes
sprinkled liberally throughout in grammar,
spelling and facts, that I no longer could
abide reading them.

It’s terrific to read real news — current
and factual, beautifully edited and nicely
presented.

That there is a fair scattering of opinions
is also heartening. It reminds me of the old
Perth Daily News.

Thanks to all that sweat over this wonderful
‘rag’ every month. Love what you do.

Debi Haggitt
West Toodyay

Blokes in perspective

IN RESPONSE to two letters to the editor
about the March Warriors Wellbeing article
‘Let blokes be blokes — we’re not like girls’,
firstly I would like to thank you for the
feedback.

We definitely need robust debate about
men’s wellbeing and health issues and to

ask why blokes’ health statistics lag behind
the ladies and why men live on average five
years less than women.

I feel there was some misunderstanding
in the interpretation of the article by the
first letter in that our article proposed that
“stereotypical beliefs, attitudes and values
from the past need to be reinstated”.

The article in fact proposed that we need
to understand the origins of warrior attitudes
so that we can move forward.

Men and women have more similarities
than differences — it’s just the differences
that cause the confusion at times.

The opposite to unawareness and confusion
is understanding.

The second letter implied blokes have a
feminine side.

We do have an emotional side that some
blokes need to discover and utilise more, but
this doesn’t make it a feminine side.

Our article addressed the recognised broad
assumptions of masculine behaviour and the
80/20 rule which goes with it — 80 per cent of
Aussie men are still challenged by anything
that confronts their warrior attitude.

I hope this adds some clarity to our article.

Owen and the Team
Regional Men's Health Initiative

Mixed messages

AS APRIMARY school student in the *60s,
I remember being taught for safety reasons
to walk on the right-hand side of the road
towards oncoming traffic and to wear lightly
coloured clothing.

We were also taught that ‘O’ was a letter of
the alphabet, never was it a zero or naught.

Also, that a period of time was just that, it
couldn’t be short or long.

Now, I regularly see people in dark clothing
walking with dogs and children on the wrong
side of the road — a $10 reflective/fluro vest
might be the best investment anyone could
make.

Telstra tells me constantly that phone
numbers have Os instead of zeros and that [
must leave a ‘short’ 10-second message —uh?

To add to the confusion, Main Roads WA
tells drivers that if there are no marked lines
on a road, you can “overtake only if safe”.

Does that mean if there are marked lines
you can overtake when it is unsafe?

It seems in this age of communication that
messages — rather than getting through — just
get more mixed.

One message which seems clear and
unambiguous is “do not litter” but obviously
many people still struggle with understanding
it.

Greg Warburton
Coondle West

The Toodyay Herald invites you to have
your say in our letters page. Please
email your correspondence to news@
toodyayherald.com.au with your full name,
address and phone number. Letters that are
short, sharp and to the point about topical
local issues are preferred. The Herald
reserves the right to edit letters for length.




If only — The

Fly imagines

the ideal shire meeting

Fly on the Wall
Peter Robinson

THE FLY has buzzed off overseas and
missed last month’s Toodyay Shire Council
meeting so here is an imaginary account of
what we wish might have happened.

Shire President David Dow reported
significant Federal Government funding had
been granted for work to start immediately
on Toodyay’s new $27 million sport and
recreation centre, including a heated indoor
swimming pool in time for the 2016-17
summer.

This was greeted by sustained applause
from ratepayers in a packed public gallery.

Shire officers recommended allowing a
Hamersley Street house side boundary fence
to remain as built.

Although not conforming strictly to shire
policy, the fence is aesthetically pleasing and
looks better than some others in the same
street that do conform.

The recommendation was accepted and
passed unanimously.

As often happens, a resident asked to be
allowed to keep a third dog on their property.

Why these come to council meetings and
are not simply dealt with by administration
officers as they arise is beyond me.

A councillor moved successfully that all
future dog ownership requests be handled
by the shire ranger.

Another councillor also successfully
moved that all history-related items be
referred to the Toodyay Historical Society for
recommendation, and that all environmental
issues be referred similarly to the Toodyay
Naturalists’ Club.

This was passed on a 6-3 vote and marks
a welcome return to what occurred about 15
years ago.

The benefit is that council decisions are
seen to involve the community and a wider
spread of expert opinion.

The usual monthly financial statements
were presented, with councillors asking
question about several payments.

Funny thing — nobody queried any of the
big-spending items.

A new Charcoal Lane public car park

opposite IGA supermarket was due to open
on Saturday May 2, just in time for the
town’s annual Moondyne Festival (it did,
temporarily — Ed.).

Recommendations were made to draft
separate strategies for agriculture and
tourism as a part of the shire’s economic
development strategy.

Thankfully, officers have recognised the
need to expand this to a separate document.

It will need to involve the whole community
and call on imagination and courage to make
Toodyay unique and more attractive.

This is the exact opposite of a previous
council decision last year to reject a cockatoo
sculpture proposed by Toodyay’s 2009 fire
survivors’ as a thank you to the community.

To show good faith, councillors agreed to
reverse that decision and allow the cockatoo
statue to be built near the town’s proposed
new entry statement.

Two councillors proposed their own
motions this month.

The first was to change the wording on the
town’s new events boards from ‘Upcoming’
to ‘Community’.

How anybody allowed the non-word
‘upcoming’ to be used previously is
surprising to say the least.

I cringe every time I drive past, thwarting
my attempt to read what’s being promoted.

Councillors spent 26 minutes debating this
item (oh, the cost to fix the wording) before
eventually agreeing 5-4 to change it.

The second motion was an attempt to limit
the amount of ratepayers’ money being spent
on legal fees.

This one also produced a lively debate.

Limiting legal costs is difficult because
new issues can arise at any time.

However, I think shire officers heard the
message — that councillors are concerned
about escalating legal costs and the need to
avoid them if possible.

Councillors in turn recognised the need to
be more flexible when discussing ways to
help reduce legal costs.

All things considered, it was a good
imaginary meeting.

Fly will return to report on actual events in
the July issue of The Toodyay Herald.

!

© Doug Blandford

TOFFEE
WOODS

ALPACAS

ralian Alpaca Week

Alpacas are great lawn mowers, lovely
pets, good herd guards, great fleece
producers and fun show animals.

Learn to walk, handle, care & work with
alpacas for free, cuddle-a-pacca, browse
a range of alpaca products, fleeces
& fun alpaca items

Enquiries 0438 925 624

Sat 2nd May to

Sun 10th May 2015

OPEN FARM
10am - 4pm daily

Awindpalboi
ALPACA

6 Sand Spring Rd

(Cnr Julimar Rd), Julimar
(just 15km west of Toodyay)
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track as Toodyay

Fibre Festival moves to town

Toodyay Fibre Festival
Peter Wakefield

THE SECOND annual Toodyay Fibre
Festival —sponsored this year by community-
based mental health and wellbeing group Act
Belong Commit — will be held on Sunday
May 31 at two Toodyay venues.

The event runs from 9.30am to 4pm at the
Toodyay Memorial Hall and in Stirling Park,
near Newcastle Bridge.

A special AvonLink Sunday train has been
organised to bring patrons to the event.

The festival was moved to town after last
year’s launch at the Toodyay Racecourse to
enable local traders to benefit more from it.

The Toodyay Spinners will present an
expanded range of displays.

Full details are available on the Toodyay
Fibre Festival’s Facebook page.

One reason for moving this year’s festival

into town was to attract more people so that
local businesses could also benefit.

Holding this year’s festival in the main
street and park venues avoids the need for
additional caterers, so what’s spent in town
stays in town.

Weather permitting, there will be active
displays and stalls as well as fashion parades
and other entertainment in and around The
Memorial Hall.

Shearer/entertainer Syd and his wife Kim
will be back with a range of animals and
other hands-on activities.

A marquee will be erected in Stirling Park
but there will no road closures.

A Mad Hatter Competition will be held
for the best created hat worn on the day and
judged at 2pm in The Memorial Hall.

The organising committee would like to
thank the shire and all our sponsors who have
made this event possible.

Promotional Flags & Banners

RAZOR

IMAGES

Custom Logo Design
Graphic Design
Business Cards

Flyers

www.razorsharpeimages.com.au

Local friendly service at competitive prices

S5

(¥
45 TEARDROP & FEATHER FLAGS
§

S
§
S
>

$

Wineries, Restaurants & Cafées

Real Estate Flags
Car Dealerships
Sporting Teams & Clubs

HOME OPEN »

FIELD DAY, SHOW & PROMO PRODUCTS

Table Throws with your Brand

GO LLIONS

Callkim 0415 308 555

Pop-Up Banners

Pull-Up Banners

sales@razorsharpeimages.com.au
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Age shall not weary them 100 years on

This special Anzac Day tribute was photogr aphed by Toodyay RSL member Lou Kidd and
features (clockwise from left) the dawn service congregation, Toodyay Scouts’ overnight
vigil, dawn service preparations, RAAF flypast, Anzac Day Parade, Gunfire Breakfast and
Maddison Dickson receiving the Cadet Achievement Award at Toodyay District High School.

16th May 2015
6.30pm - Until Late

at Morangup Community Hall

Raffles Prizes

Get your group together now!

Book for Tables of 6

$10 per person Nutbuster says

15 yrs and over It’s General Knowledge
anyone can win!

Bookings
Diana on 0439 398 788

Donations:

Anyone who would like to
donate a prize please contact
David & Hope on 9572 9072

by May 12th 2015

. BYO Drinks & Nibbl
Avon & Hills ittt
Mining Awareness Group FUNDRAISER FOR

“Together we will be heard”
www.ahmag.com.au
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emergency services

Balmy days signal a
delightful autumn —
with pizzas to come

Julimar Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Tim Walker

AS 1 write these notes, it would be remiss
of me to not comment on one of the most
delightful autumn periods in many years.

Beautiful balmy days, not too hot or too
cold and good opening rains which have
seen a strong germination of feed or weeds,
depending on your point of view.

Now we are crying out for follow-up rains.

Those who have been to the shed lately will
have noticed that new café blinds have been
installed and look very smart indeed.

Not so visible is the new mobile repeater
which gives good reception in the radio room
but requires fine tuning to get a good signal
in the fire shed and catering area.

We thank Barry Grey from the Bejoording
Brigade for his help and guidance in setting
up this equipment.

Discussion continues on buying a pizza
oven, and most members will by now have
copies of two available options.

We all look forward to this coming to
fruition and I expect a final decision will be
made at our next meeting.

Peter Sapwell conducted training last
month for basic/general firefighting skills
on the fire ground.

There was a good roll-up of members to
take on board what is required.

While on the subject of training, this is a

good opportunity to publicly thank Peter who
has conducted training sessions throughout
this season.

Our most recent meeting decided to
proceed with a Xmas in July event.

A small committee (Mary Anne and
Lorraine) has been appointed to organise this
annual celebration to thank and recognise
the work our firies and other volunteers did
throughout the fire season.

It was also decided to proceed with
installing a heart defibrillator outside the
shed.

It is believed the cost can be partly offset
by a grant from our local Toodyay and
Districts Bendigo Community Bank — more
on that next month.

The purpose of getting a heart defibrillator
for Julimar is not only for brigade members
but also for local residents and anyone
else who may need to use this incredible
lifesaving device.

As the fire season has pretty well drawn to
aclose, it is worth noting that Peggy Sapwell
and her team received special thanks for her
catering efforts throughout the fire season.

Group photos have been discussed for
some considerable time, and it was decided
to have them taken during Toodyay’s recent
Freedom of Entry Parade.

Our annual general meeting will be on June
20 at the fire shed — nominations for brigade
positions must be in by Saturday June 13.

Erring Badger sets

Bejoording Volunteer Bush Fire
Brigade
From the desk of The Badger

I MADE a big mistake last month when I
thanked the St Vincent de Paul Op Shop for
a generous donation to our brigade when in
fact I should have thanked the wonderful
people at the Toodyay Op Shop — my
apologies all round.

Like many volunteer organisations, the
Bejoording Brigade has been agonising over
succession planning.

Our amazing captain, Lawrence Hayward,
has announced he will retire at our annual
general meeting in July for a well deserved
break from duty rosters and call outs.

He’s not the only one seeking some relief
from responsibility, but more of that in our
AGM report.

The message here is that all brigades need
to have a succession plan, and there is an
imperative to bring new recruits in each and
every year, especially very small brigades
like ours.

Critical to success is an active training
program and, in our case, realisation that

the Australasian Inter-Service Incident
Management System really works, even if
one person fills more than one role in the
AIIMS structure.

Last month’s well-attended monthly
meeting ensured the brigade will not be
short of nominations for leadership roles —
including for captain — so a big thank you
to all who attended and all have expressed
interest in stepping up to the plate.

All will be revealed at our AGM.

A period of training and planning will
commence now that the fire season is as good
as over, kinder weather patterns are with us
and active fire fighters and auxiliaries are
taking a well-earned breather.

We might even plan a few more social
events.

The main thing is we finished the fire
season intact and safe, we met every demand
on our services and we have a great team
taking us into next year.

Fire bans should be lifted by the time you
read this but the Bejoording Volunteer Bush
Fire Brigade asks you to remember to always
plan and prepare before lighting any fire for
any reason, and have a clear contingency
strategy in place should things get out of

Bejoording s beloved ‘Big Kev'fire truck after thzs month 5 F reedom of Entry Parade

"y

Toodyay s new State Emergency Services vehicle after taking part in the recent Freedom of
Entry Parade in Stirling Terrace to honour local emergency services volunteers.

Toodyay’s new 4WD emergency
services truck makes local debut

Toodyay State Emergency Service
Jeff Venn — Morangup Volunteer Bush
Fire Brigade

TOODYAY’S NEW State Emergency
Service Unit has arrived at its base in the
Morangup fire station.

We have been given a brand new 4WD
Isuzu dual cab truck from the Department
of Fire and Emergency Services.

The SES plays a vital role in helping to
ensure that our community is a safe place to
work, live and play.

It serves the community on a voluntary
basis in operational and non-operational
roles, such as administration.

It is an exciting new era for the community
to have another emergency service housed

it straight

control.

Even at the safest times of the year, fires
can pose a risk to people and property,
whether it’s burning off on your acreage or
lighting a backyard bonfire, so take care.

Advice is free, but getting it wrong can be
expensive.

If you have any questions, please contact
Captain Lawrence Hayward on 9574 5106 or
the Badger on 9574 4834, and please leave
a message if we’re not there.

Our next meeting is at 6pm on Tuesday
May 19 at the Bejoording Fire Shed.

Motorbikes &
Tractor

New 4X4, Truck,

in Morangup to join existing bush fire and
ambulance units to service Toodyay and
surrounding areas.

I have taken on the role as Local Manager
for the Toodyay District State Emergency
Service Unit.

We are now looking for volunteers to join
this exciting new SES unit, with all training
and uniforms provided.

For more information, contact Jeff Venn on
0417 714 798 or captainmvbfb@gmail.com.

Stalwart driver will
be sadly missed

Toodyay Central Volunteer Bush Fire
Brigade
Desraé Clarke

IT IS with great sadness that central brigade
has lost the stalwart driver of its 12.2 fire
truck, a vehicle Gary Holland loved.

Gary will be greatly missed for his dry
sense of humour and incredible commitment
and generosity.

Brigade members extend their sympathy to
Ronda and her family — vale Gary Holland.

The brigade’s annual general meeting will
be held at 6pm on Tuesday May 26 at the
Fire and Emergency Services Centre, Stirling
Terrace, Toodyay. New members are needed
and always welcome.

For more information, please contact
brigade captain Mick McKeown on 9574
2132 or at 2jcentralvbfb@westnet.com.au.

TAY DYAY

t??ﬂ& EH%HEHE

Repairs
Exhausts
Balancing
Suspensions

Wheel Alignment

9
»

9574 411’9%

Lot 20
Stirling Tce
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Volunteer fire fighter Alan Knapp lets loose aﬁér Toddyay s recent Freedom of Entry Parade

West Coondle group plans for next fire season

Bush Fire Ready

THE COONDLE West Bushfire Ready
Group met at a member’s property on a
pleasant Sunday morning last month.

There was a good gathering of friends and
neighbours interested to hear updates and
learn what Bush Fire Ready can provide.

With Toodyay now at the tail end of what
has been the busiest bush fire season on
record, with an average of 2.7 fire calls per
week, it was an appropriate time not only to
reflect but to think about preparation for next
season.

A wide range of subjects were discussed

including the management and fire risk
associated with Coondle West’s bushland
reserves, strategic fire breaks and fire
egresses (access points).

The group was also keen to learn about the
availability of private fire units, either trailer
or vehicle mounted, within the subdivision.

It was reported that a local Toodyay
manufacturer has very affordable trailer-
mounted fire units but is not advertising due
to an already existing demand.

One group member reported on the fire
evacuation presentation at Morangup last
month during which many serious fire issues
in that subdivision were highlighted.

s Firebreaks
« Tank Pads
« Septic Systems

= Phone Anders McG -'
Ema|| avon_earthworks@blgpond com *

AVON EARTHWORKS

« Trenching
« Rock Breaking
« Site Clearing

+ Levelling
« Driveways
« House & Shed Pads

"ness Mob|Ie° 0437 051 280

Arson: Big rewards
on offer to
catch the culprits

Coondle Volunteer Bush Fire
Brigade
James Knapp

MUCH-NEEDED rain and the arrival of
unrestricted burning has brought relief to
volunteer fire crews.

The fire season was steady with a lot
of work outside the shire as local crews
attended big fires at Bullsbrook, Northam
and Boddington.

Mother Nature played a frustrating role
when lightning sparked several local fires.

Unfortunately, we also had some call outs
to arson and other suspicious fires.

Rewards of up to $50,000 are offered for
information that leads to the identification
and conviction of arsonists.

If you have any information about
suspicious fires, please contact Toodyay

Unlike Coondle West, Morangup must
contend with issues such as poor to non-
existent mobile phone coverage, kilometres
of vulnerable ‘temporary’ telephone cable,
hazardous roadside vegetation and confusing
and apparently blocked fire egresses.

Be aware that fire trucks may not always
be available so Bush Fire Ready seeks to
encourage neighbours to raise awareness,
implement simple, effective ideas and
strategies that minimise risks associated with
bushfire events.

Visit the DFES website for more on the
Bush Fire Ready initiative.

For further information on the Coondle
West group or setting up a group in your
area call Dave Isbill, on 9574 4035 or Greg
Warburton, 9574 5445.

police on 9574 9555 or crime stoppers on
1800 333 000.

This month’s Coondle brigade annual
general meeting brought minor changes to
the brigade structure.

Our Captain and brigade Firefighter of
the Year Mark Middleton agreed to lead the
brigade for another year.

Minor changes occurred in the lieutenants’
positions, with last year’s first lieutenant
Colin Blanchett standing down so that he and
Jen can join his fellow grey nomads around
the country.

All of us from the shed wish you both a
safe and happy well-deserved holiday and
look forward to hearing from you both.

Our new officers in order from first to
fourth lieutenant are now Rob Frank, James
Knapp, Collin Stevens and Debbie Bowen.

The soon-to-be-famous Georgina Steytler
has kindly accepted the role of chairperson,
with Sally Hudson continuing as brigade
secretary.

Mick Rodgers continues as brigade training
officer, while Nick Griggs takes over as
brigade treasurer.

Nick also won the Stan Sutton Award for
Driving Excellence for his (and Jenny’s)
efforts in redesigning stickers on the light
tanker for a more melted look.

Easing of the fire season brings the start of
the brigade’s role in hazard reduction.

Hazard reduction burns play a vital role
because they control excessive fuel levels
and provide members with hands-on training
in controlled circumstances.

If you live in the Coondle area and would
like the brigade to conduct a hazard reduction
burn on your property, please visit the station
on Coondle West Road around 5pm on a
Friday night to chat with Mark our captain
or one of our lieutenants.

You might even decide to join up too.

Coondle battles Central in the Freedom of Entry Tug-O-War at Toodyay Showground

Defibrillators can save lives

St John Ambulance
Toodyay & Districts Sub Centre

EARLY FIRST aid treatment is invaluable
and can be performed by most people. It:

» Reduces risk of further injury to patients

* Reduces patients’ stress levels

* Reduces unnecessary movement by
patients trying to help themselves

* Gathers vital information regarding a
patient’s injury and how it happened

* Helps initial patient assessments made by
attending volunteer ambulance officers
and

* Gathers necessary personal information
to help speed up patient ambulance
transport preparation.

First aid courses include use of automated
external defibrillators, simple machines that
can help save the lives of people suffering
sudden cardiac arrest.

This requires immediate first aid and
defibrillation to give patients the best chance
of survival.

Although included in a first aid course,
the defibillators do not require any training

because they ‘talk’ an operator through the
steps —anyone who understands English can
use one.

Defibrillators are located at:

* Toodyay & Districts St John Ambulance

sub centre

* Toodyay IGA

* Toodyay Chemist

* Toodyay Club

* Toodyay District High School

* Toodyay Cola Cafe

* Toodyay Men’s Shed

* Morangup Community Hall

* Bolgart Shop

The cost of St John Ambulance first aid
courses has been reduced, with discounts
for Seniors card holders, students and group
bookings.

For more information please contact our
sub centre on 9574 2390, sjatoodyay@
bigpond.com or at the St John Ambulance
Toodyay & Districts Sub Centre at the rear
of 120 Stirling Terrace, behind Toodyay Hair
Studio.

Office hours are Monday to Thursday
9.30am to 2pm.

First Aid — saving lives.


mailto:sjatoodyay@bigpond.com
mailto:sjatoodyay@bigpond.com

Bookings open for YouthCARE
chaplaincy quiz competition

Toodyay YouthCARE Council
(Chaplaincy)
Vivienne Freeman, Secretary

ITRUST EVERYONE had a safe and happy
Easter and an enjoyable holiday break.

Our annual general meeting was held last
month and all office bearers were re-elected
unopposed.

They are Max Heath (Chairperson), David
Street (Deputy Chair), Vivienne Freeman
(Secretary), Ray Jackson (Treasurer), and
council members Millie Heath, Trish Page,
Trish Bodle and Joy Cruickshank.

Two members have moved away, so if
anyone else is interested in joining the
council we would be happy to have a chat.

Max’s report for 2014 thanked many
local businesses, our shire and community
members for their amazing support of our
chaplain throughout the year again.

This has meant we are in a sound financial
position.

Thanks must go to our Breakfast Club
volunteers and our school Christian Religious
Education teachers.

We farewelled the Rev. Peter Bourne who
has served on our council for many years,
and thanked him for his contributions.

Peter was also a CRE teacher and No. 1
quiz master — we will miss his clever jokes.

The support of School Principal Tim Martin
and staff has been greatly appreciated.

Attention all quiz buffs — we will hold our
annual chaplaincy quiz night starting 7.30pm
on Saturday June 27 at the Baptist Church at
18 Stirling Terrace.

Tables of eight cost $10 per head with lots
or prizes.

It will be a fun night, so get a table together
with your friends.

Last month’s raffle for a child’s quilt cover
was won by Nola, while Peter Robinson won
a money tree as second prize.

Quiz night bookings can be made through
YouthCARE Secretary Vivienne Freeman on
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Kids test new play equipment at last month s opening in Duidgee Park

- 3" mﬂ/

Stitches picnics with teddy bear friends

Teddy Bears’ Picnic

ABOUT 30 local children took their teddies
to Duidgee Park last month for a Teddy
Bears’ Picnic (above) hosted by the Princess
Margaret Hospital Foundation for medical
research and child patient support services.

They were greeted by Stitches Bear — the

Duidgee Park gets
new play equipment

NEW PLAYGROUND equipment (left),
landscaping and five new picnic settings have
been installed at Duidgee Park at a total cost
of nearly $63,000.

The new facility was opened last month by
Toodyay Shire President David Dow.

The shire has also acquired more play
equipment worth several thousand dollars
from an anonymous donor.

Cr Dow said the donated equipment was
being stored at the shire works depot and
would be installed in other local parks.

Felicitas Bauxite Mining Project

Felicitas Bauxite Mining Project

The Felicitas resource consists of approximately 230 million tonnes of bauxite and is
estimated to have a mine life of at least 25 years. It is located mostly in the Shire of
Toodyay with some extensions in Northam and Mundaring Shires. The development of
the Felicitas Bauxite Mining Project could add up to 15% of Western Australia’s bauxite
production. Over its life the mine will inject approximately $3 billion in operating
expenditure into the WA economy.

Providing jobs for locals — looking towards 2018:

We have been getting a lot of questions about the types of jobs which will be created in
the mine. While we are still about 2 years away from recruiting an operating workforce,
many locals have contacted us to ask about work opportunities. The project is still subject to
approvals followed by construction likely in 2017 and mining in 2018. It is early in the project
development and are not actively recruiting for positions yet but we are happy to receive
cv’s and any expressions of interest.

We will be looking for a range of employment areas similar to many other bauxite mines
including:

Environmental Questions

PMH Foundation’s mascot — who hugged
children for photographs and presented
prizes for the best teddies brought to the
picnic morning tea.

Tea, coffee and cakes provided by
Toodyay CWA volunteers for a gold coin
donation were followed by free train rides
on Toodyay’s popular miniature railway.

The PMH Foundation raises funds to help
families outside the metropolitan area who
often face big out-of-pocket expenses —
which adds to distress — when their children
are patients at Princess Margaret Hospital in
Perth.

The foundation is PMH’s official
fundraising body and helps provide the
hospital with medical equipment, specialist
staff, research and complementary services.

PMH Foundation Community Fundraising
Manager Fiona Dickson said Toodyay had
provided a warm welcome for the event.

“We knew we had a great day ahead,” she
said.

“We hope to take Stitches on more
adventures and thank regional communities

for their support.”

Bauxite Alumina
JOINT VENTURES

When is it anticipated the project will be referred to the EPA?

BAJV have engaged specialist consultants to undertake various studies required for an
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). Some of the information attained from these
EIA studies will accompany the project referral. BAJV intend to refer the project to the
Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) in 2015 and this approval process generally

takes 18 to 24 months.

How much water will be required?

The majority of water required for the project will be for dust suppression on haul roads,
stockpiles and crushing/loading areas. The amount of water required for these is largely
determined by weather and wind conditions, and vehicle movement. There will be no
additional processing on site, which significantly reduces water demand and requirements.

The water use and supply study undertaken as part of the EIA will provide information on
water use (volume required) and inform decisions reg