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Bird of the Month
Desraé Clarke

WE HAVE been fortunate over the past month 
to hear the call of the Southern Boobook Owl, 
the smallest of Australia’s owl species.
 It is found in all Australian States in habitats 
ranging from arid regions to rainforests, 
including WA’s wheatbelt woodlands, SW 
Jarrah, Karri and Tingle forests, and heath.
 Two families of owls are found in Australia – 
the Hawk Owl and the Masked (or Barn) Owl.
 Hawk Owls such as the Boobook have large, 
tubular, forward-directed yellow eyes that are 
capable of acute binocular night vision.
 The Masked Owl, however, has dark eyes 
surrounded by a heart-shaped facial disc of 
extremely fine and delicate feathers.
 The facial disk collects sound to boost the 
bird’s acute hearing as it searches for prey.
 An owl’s eyes face forward with the bird 
having to move its head to see anything that is 
not directly in front of it.
 An owl has a very flexible neck that enables 
it to twist its head to look backwards.
 The Southern Boobook ranges in size from 
25-35 cm in length, with the female slightly 
larger than the male.
 The bird feeds at dusk and dawn on small 
reptiles, the house mouse and other small 
mammals and night-flying moths and beetles 
over a territory of about 10ha.
 This small owl is often seen at night either 
sitting in the middle of the road or on the verge, 
appearing to be injured.
 However, it is waiting for moths and beetles 
to fly towards the headlights of passing 
vehicles.
 Colouring of the species is dark brown upper 
parts and dull white underparts.
 The face is whitish with some brown 
markings, and the eyes may be orange-yellow 
to green-yellow, cere and bill blue-grey with 
the bill tipped black.
 The shoulders and back are spotted white and 
the tail and flight feathers barred dark brown.
 The Boobook breeds between August and 
December resulting in two to three eggs laid 
in a tree hollow on a bed of crumbling wooden 
pieces.
 The incubation period is from 26-33 days 
with hatchlings covered in white down with 
powder-blue eyes.
 The young fledge at five to six weeks.
 The call of the Southern Boobook is the 
familiar sound of ‘mokepoke, mokepoke, 
mokepoke’.
 However, the juvenile call resembles a 
whistling, cricket-like trill.
 We were extremely fortunate to hear this call 
at approximately 9.30pm and initially thought 
it to be a cricket but the sound was different in 
its rate.
 It was difficult, at first, to locate the bird as 
it continually turned its head while calling 
resulting in the calls radiating from different 
directions.
 Eventually the little owl was found sitting on 
a branch and photographed.
 Sightings of birds or any fauna are always 
welcomed to add to the database of the Toodyay 
Naturalists’ Club and may be reported to phone 
9574 5574 or info@toodyaynats.org.au.

Julimar Conservation and Forest 
Alliance
Sharon Richards

AS WE work towards establishing Julimar 
Forest as a national park we have been 
gathering historical information that has 
been gleaned about the vast array of fauna 
and flora that call Julimar home.
 There have been a number of formal 
surveys by different scientific groups as well 
as a more recent 2016 bioblitz supported by 
the Wheatbelt Natural Resource Management 
community group.
 These surveys serve to provide a baseline 
of fauna and flora activity and also help to 
identify any potential issues such as feral 
animal activity which can be detrimental to 
the area.
 Now we need to understand what is 
currently happening in Julimar to gauge any 
improvement or degradation which may have 
occurred.
 In April, Birdlife Australia organised more 
than 30 Perth and local volunteers to survey 
the area for birdlife and note other interesting 
observations in the first of four surveys 
planned for the coming year.
 We know that not all birdlife is resident in 
Julimar for 12 months of the year and not all 
local flora is evident at all times, hence the 
need for multiple surveys.
 Most of the volunteers did not have 
professional scientific backgrounds but they 
are experts in their own field of observing 
birdlife and flora and are passionate about 
their subjects.
 We met at an area which has been referred 
to as the camp site, were divided into six 
groups and then drove to and walked our 
designated areas within the Julimar Forest, 
taking photographs and notes as we went.
 It was a thoroughly enjoyable morning and, 
although a little chilly at first, the weather 
was perfect and the morning very productive.
 The campsite was abuzz when we returned 
with our findings at lunchtime and Max was 
smiling widely.
 A total of 37 birds were identified.
 We understand that the total bird count 

Ragbags Quilting Group
Kerry Gregory

HOW LOVELY to have some rain, with 
wintery weather ideal for sitting with a 
quilt on your lap, either being sewn or just 
for comfort.
 Comfort comes in many forms, including 
the company and fellowship of friends as 
you gather together, such as when we meet 
at Ragbags.
 Our most recent gatherings have included 
visits from friends including Julie, a former 
member who now lives in the metro area.
 It is a joy to sit with a cuppa and share the 
events of our lives with friends, including 
details of Julie’s new home and life in 
Kalamunda.
 Much has been written and said about 
maintaining good mental health, particularly 
during this couple of years of COVID-19 
where many of us have been relatively 
isolated on our properties and in our 
homes with little social interaction and few 
excursions.
 The opportunity to really engage with 
friends at Ragbags gatherings forms a perfect 
forum to improve our mental health.
 Exchanging ideas, seeking opinions 
perhaps on fabric or colour choices, and 
generally checking how our friends are 
getting on and sharing the minutia of our 
lives, be it health problems or ridiculous/

for Julimar is more than 100, so for a single 
morning this result of 37 was terrific.
 The most exciting sighting of all was that 
of the Crested Shrike Tit, a bird normally 
found regularly in Julimar, but not recorded 
for the previous 20 years.
 Needless to say this caused great 
excitement.
 To date the plants identified have not been 
collated – it’s a work in progress.
 As well as identifying fauna and flora, the 
groups also took note of habitat opportunities.
 A number of previously unidentified larger 
tree hollows were found and their positions 
were marked by GPS coordinates.
 We can hope they will be used in future by 
bigger birds such as the currently endangered 

Carnaby Cockatoo.
 One group in a 1.5km walk discovered 40 
tree hollows of various sizes.
 Not all were suitable for cockatoos but they 
could provide homes for a range of other 
species.
 We will be doing this survey again in 
about three months so if you would like to 
be involved, please contact us.
 You don’t need to be a scientific expert.
 You can provide support by taking 
photographs, being observant, taking notes 
or, if you prefer, just come along for the 
exercise – Julimar Forest is a great place for 
a morning stroll.
 For further information please contact 
Sharon.julimar@gmail.com

comical incidents occurring in our lives, I 
always return home feeling uplifted.
 Not a great deal of sewing has been 

achieved at our recent gatherings although 
some of the activities include an interesting 
large paper-pieced quilt and the unpicking of 
some wonderful gentlemen’s silk neckties in 
preparation for a project.
 About half a dozen colourful little 
children’s quilts were passed to us, complete 
with a knitted teddy each and a carry bag.
 We have donated them to the Wheelchairs 
for Kids Charity; the kindness of strangers 
is wonderful.
 The regular gatherings of the Ragbags 
group resumed last month and continue at 
St Stephens Anglican Church Hall in Stirling 
Terrace on the first and third Wednesday of 
each month between 10am and 2pm.
 New members are most welcome.
 Please come along and join us, bring your 
quilt project or some hand sewing, knitting 
or crochet, and share a happy cuppa with us.

Julimar nature survey reveals abundant birdlife

Crested Shrike Tit. Photo: Phil Lewis.

A joy to sit with a cuppa among friends

One of the happy little charity quilts.

Southern Boobook Owl. Drawing by 
Desraé Clarke.

Familiar sound 
of Australia’s 
smallest owl
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Avon and Hills Mining Awareness 
Group Inc

EXPLORATION companies in pursuit of 
‘green metals’ such as nickel, copper, 
cobalt and lithium would feel buoyed by 
the recent ABC Four Corners program 
Digging In which highlighted the irony of 
more mines being the solution to saving 
the planet.
 The need for world’s best practice in 
mining activities and the expectation 
of the highest Environment, Social and 
Governance (ESG) standards being 
applied in environmentally sensitive areas 
was also addressed.
 Community awareness of the need 
to protect the environment is growing 
worldwide and major projects such as Rio 
Tinto’s lithium mine in Serbia and BHP’s 
US copper mine in Arizona have been 
stopped by local opposition.
 Clearly the issue of social licence 
looms large for companies such as WA’s 
Chalice Mining which has set its sights 
on two promising ore bodies north-west 
of Toodyay – one on company-owned 
land (Gonneville) and the other in Julimar 
Conservation Park (Hartog).
 While it’s highly likely Gonneville will 
steam ahead as an open-cut mine, Chalice 
was delayed in gaining permission to drill 
in the conservation park due to five appeals 
against clearing native vegetation.
 Chalice expected to be drilling 6km deep 
into the conservation park by September 
2021 but community action delayed 
drilling in the most promising areas.
 Australian Financial Review resources 
reporter Peter Kerr has been following 
Chalice’s progress at Julimar and wrote on 
April 26 that: “Appeals against Chalice’s 
permit to drill in Julimar State Forest 
combined on Tuesday with fears of an 
economic slowdown in China to drag 
Chalice’s shares down by more than 10 
per cent to a seven-month low.”
 He followed up on May 4 with an article 
featuring well-known poet and local 
activist John Kinsella’s opposition to 
mining in Julimar Conservation Park.
 Mr Kinsella, who won the 2013 Prime 
Minister’s Literary Award, has written 
many poems about his beloved bushland.

Python Watch
Desraé Clarke

A RECENT email, together with an excellent 
photo, was received to help identify a small 
reptile found in a garden.
 It proved to be a Southern Half-Girdled Snake 
which grows to an adult length of 39cm.
 The species is found in southern WA in sandy 
to rocky terrain, termites’ nests, decaying logs 
or beneath rocks and has been seen in the 
Julimar area on previous occasions.
 This beautiful little creature is also known as 
the ‘Shovel-Nosed Snake’.
 It has a protruding top jaw tipped with a 
moderately sharp cutting edge.
 The edge is used to break into its exclusive 
food of reptile eggs.
 It is the only known reptile with such a 
specialised diet.
 The Half-Girdled Snake has a ground colour 
of orange, and gold to reddish-brown with 
brown, occasionally irregular, bandings to the 
end of the tail.
 It has a broad band across the snout to include 
the eye, and a slightly wider banding across the 
neck to narrow markings on the body. The belly 
is cream or white.
 Research continues on this small reptile.
 It is thought to be an egg-laying creature 
with three to five eggs in a clutch laid in early 
summer.
 Although we feel that ‘what the book says’ is 
always correct, it is not so with the distribution 
of fauna with the following as examples.
 A group of naturalists found a small lizard 
in a reserve in the Shire of Toodyay that was 
marked in books as found only on ‘offshore 
islands’.

 A small skink found along Jimperding Road 
was stated to be ‘found on the coastal plain’.
 A WA Museum staff member was surprised 
that the Thorny Devil was found in several 
reserves within our shire.
 Another great surprise was the discovery of 
a beautiful creature not normally found south 
of Port Headland.
 A Toodyay family cat was very interested in 
‘something’ sheltering behind a small rock wall 
and, on investigation, was discovered to be a 
large snake.
 The cat owner thought it to be a python and 
called herpetologist Brian Bush, who, from 
its description, thought it may have been an 
extremely rare Woma.
 He hurried to Toodyay to find that it was a 
Black-headed Python, a relative of the Woma.
 The python was in very poor condition so, 
following special permission given from the 
State authority that manages wildlife, Brian 
was able to nurse and rehabilitate the two-year-
old reptile back to health for release in its home 
area in the north of our State.
 It was suggested the snake may have arrived 
in Toodyay on a truck.
 To identify any creature, whether it be a 
frog, legless lizard, blind snake, bug, bird, or 
whatever, it is helpful if it can be photographed 
at different angles to enable an expert to help 
with its identity and record it for you.
 Write the time, date, weather conditions, soil 
type, and any other information you think may 
help to identify your find.
 All reported sightings are recorded in the 
Toodyay Naturalists’ Club database.
 Sightings are extremely important for 
continued monitoring of wildlife found in the 
Shire of Toodyay area.

Southern Half-girdled Snake. Photo: Sandy Wessley.

It’s not just any old common 
or garden snake

ENVIRONMENT

 Villanelle of the Poisoned Chalice takes 
Chalice Mining to task in the first three 
lines of the 19-line poem, which is a 
literary form known as a villanelle.
 “Clean energy is sold as a mine over 
a forest and all those clean miners and 
their clean equipment extracting glorious 
palladium, nickel, copper and cobalt,” the 
poem reads.
 In the fourth stanza, it mocks the mining 
industry’s paltry community largesse: 
“We’ve seen the companies come in before 
promising to be clean and present in the 
local community – and 5000 bucks to the 
town’s Christmas pageant convinces the 
locals that clean energy is a victory of mine 
over forest.”
 While Mr Kinsella is running a growing 
online petition to stop mining in Julimar 
Conservation Park, our group has amassed 
5000 hard-copy signatures to stop open-cut 
mining within a 100km radius of Perth.
 Mr Kerr wrote another article published 
on May 19 stating: “Chalice has waited 
much longer than expected for permission 
to conduct exploration drilling on targets 
inside the state forest, with environmental 
campaigners urging the WA government 
to prevent access out of concern for 
biodiversity in the region including 
vulnerable species such as the chuditch or 
western quoll.”
 Chalice’s road to obtaining social licence 
may not be as smooth as it once thought.

Right to clear upheld

THE OFFICE of the Appeals Convenor 
recently recommended that Chalice’s 
conditions to clear native vegetation in 
Julimar Conservation Park be amended 
to provide greater certainty that risks 
are minimised particularly in relation to 
dieback and threatened fauna.
 To read the department’s findings in full 
go to our Facebook page.
 If you care about the impact of mining 
on the six threatened species, including the 
critically endangered Woylie, which live 
in the Julimar Conservation Park please 
consider becoming a member of AHMAG.
 It’s cheaper than chips at $10 per person.
 In the meantime stay in touch at 
facebook.avon/hills or write to PO Box 
111 Gidgegannup WA 6083.

Social licence looms 
large for miners

Open-cut lithium mine in Greenbushes Western Australia. Photographed last month.
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Safe and Scenic Toodyay Roads
Andrew St John, Convenor

WHILE Safe and Scenic Toodyay Roads 
continues to campaign for more environmentally 
sensitive improvements to local roads, we are 
heartened by recent community responses to 
road improvements in other parts of WA.
 In late April, some 20 or so passionate 
protectors of our environment gathered along 
the Northam-Pithara Road to protest against 
Main Roads WA bowling over centuries-old 
salmon gums and wandoos that line the road.
 Despite discussions with the WA Wildflower 
Society, Main Roads WA deemed the trees 
to be too close to the road with no practical 
alternatives and so therefore they had to go.
 As anyone who knows that road would agree, 
there would seem to be plenty of opportunities 
to avoid such a calamitous outcome by using 
alternative strategies such as road realignments 
and crash barriers.
 But it is always easier and cheaper to fell trees 
when no amenity value is placed on them.
 Thanks to some local (and not so local) 
residents and advocates coordinated by WA 
Wildflower Society members, the felling of 
more trees was halted after several iconic ones 
were cut down.
 A hard-won compromise was negotiated and, 
despite some losses, Main Roads WA is now 
actively seeking alternative solutions to retain 
the remaining biggest and most significant trees 
along that road.
 Another heartening outcome from this small 
win is a commitment by senior Main Roads 
WA managers to review their community 
consultation processes, consider incorporating 
recent lessons learnt and seek opportunities for 
improvement.
 Our group has long highlighted that 
community consultation for Toodyay Road 
improvements was flawed, primarily because 
the extent of planned clearing was not made 
clear by Main Roads WA.
 Walk-throughs of planned roadworks would 
assist but we are yet to see them.
 In other news, plans for a new Bunbury outer 
ring road have also hit the airwaves.
 Friends of the Gelorup Corridor have 
campaigned and lobbied since 1995 for 
alternatives to Main Roads WA plans.
 State Environment Minister Reece Whitby 
is currently considering an appeal by that 
group against a WA Environmental Protection 
Authority recommendation to support the ring 
road.
 Opponents are waiting for the Minister 

Toodyay Garden Club
Daphne Lee

HELLO everyone.
 Our garden visit last month was to the 
beautiful and historic Hawthornden property.
 We had 72 people attend and our 

This magnificent Wheatbelt salmon gum was a casualty of recent Main Roads WA 
‘improvements’ but other trees have been saved thanks to local community action.

Saved trees pave way to curb road destruction

and other State officials to decide whether to 
proceed or go back to the drawing board.
 The cost has blown out significantly and to 
accommodate this, planned interchanges are to 
be replaced by roundabouts which will negate 
many of the supposed economic benefits, thus 
casting doubt on the whole project.
 WA’s current inflationary economic 
environment is making all road building and 
improvements more expensive, including no 
doubt for Toodyay Road.
 Our group has asked Main Roads WA to 
provide its business case for planned Toodyay 
Road improvements to see if they still make 
economic sense.
 What is becoming clear to us is that many 
community groups across the state are no longer 
automatically accepting major WA Government 
roadworks as a fait accompli to generate jobs 
and economic growth.
 Community groups are instead resisting 
plans for unnecessary wholesale clearing and 
highlighting that the loss of mature vegetation 
comes at a cost.
 For further information or to sign our online 
petition, please visit our website at www.sastr.
com.au,.
 If you would like to join or help us, please 
email to: info@sastr.org.au.

Some of the magnificent gardens and the historic home that is Hawthornden.

Historic Hawthornden puts on tea by the tennis court
membership has now reached 105 which 
is an amazing achievement for such a small 
town.
 Our committee hopes you enjoy all our 
events and we look forward to a great year.
 Hawthornden has been in the Lee-Steere 
family for 100 years and we were warmly 

welcomed by Fiona who, with her husband 
Rennie, has lived on the property for 49 
years.
 The 6000-acre (2428ha) farm is worked by 
Rennie and son Lincoln while Fiona looks 
after the garden.
 It is such a lovely colourful garden with 

great swathes of what looked like purple 
salvia, amazing rolling green lawns and 
masses of roses all flowering beautifully.
 There are 250 olive trees which this year 
produced nearly 500 litres of oil – a great 
achievement indeed.
 Morning tea was served in the delightful 
courtyard near the tennis court and was 
as usual delicious, and the raffle was very 
popular.
 Congratulations to the winners.
 As it was Fee’s birthday, we surprised her 
with a beautiful birthday cake made by Judy 
Rowston – Happy Birthday Fee and many 
thanks Judy.
 Also on the farm, a short walk from the 
homestead in an area known as The Glen, is 
the historic Drummond family graveyard.
 Lots of people ventured down to have a 
look.
 We thank the Lee-Steere family, especially 
Fiona, for having us and letting us enjoy a 
lovely garden.
 We appreciated the hard work of Dave, who 
is responsible for the lawns and trimming the 
trees, and Imre for his expertise in pruning 
the magnificent roses.
 Well done both of you – we know your hard 
work is welcomed and admired by many.
 This month’s garden is at Marg and Russell 
Wiltshire’s property at 130 Dewars Pool 
Road, Coondle, on Thursday June 2 starting 
at 10am.
 Guest speakers will be Sue and Calvin 
Hisco to talk about orchids, so I am looking 
forward to that.
 Hoping to see you all there.
 Please contact me for any more information 
on 0416 281 230.
 Happy gardening and enjoy the lovely rain.

mailto:info@sastr.org.au
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ANTENNA SERVICES

ACCOUNTANTACCOMMODATIONACCOMMODATION

BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS

TRADES AND SERVICES

BOOK SALES

AUTO AIR CONDITIONING

BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS

BOBCAT HIRE

B.G. 
Antenna Services 

* TV Antennas
* Digital TV

* Satellite TV
* Sound Systems

Servicing Toodyay and Surrounding 
Districts 

Phone Barry Grey on
 0428 742 149  

bgantennas@bigpond.com 

AIR CONDITIONING

BEAUTY THERAPY
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BEAUTY SALON

• Property Conveyancing & Settlements

• Wills & Probate • Succession Planning

• Trusts & Partnerships

• Enduring Powers of Attorney & Guardianship

• Criminal Injuries Compensation
• Criminal & Civil Litigation

85 Fitzgerald Street, Northam WA 6401

Ph: 9622 5755  Fax: 9622 5633•
Email: mayham@wn.com.au

BOBCAT AND TRUCK HIRE
WHY BARROW IT.. . . . . . .BOBCAT IT.. . . . . .

ALL TYPES OF WORK - NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL

LANDSCAPING ADVICE FREELY GIVEN
* FIREBREAKS * LEVELLING 

* TANK, SHED & HOUSE PADS  
* SAND * SOIL * GRAVEL * ROAD BASE 

* BLUE METAL *

9574 2130                                                      0408 952 215WEEKEND WORK AVAILABLE
PHONE PAUL HARRINGTON

BOBCAT HIRE

ACUPUNCTURE

APPLIANCE REPAIR

CARPENTRY

For 
Quality Timber

• Pergolas • Gazebos

• Decking • Screens

• Carports • Fencing

FREE 
QUOTES

Simon 

0423 350 458

Outdoor CarpentryOutdoor Carpentry
20 Years Experience

CARPET CLEANING

Classic 
Carpet Cleaners

                Steam cleaning carpets 
                and upholstery
                25 years experience

                ALL AREAS
                Stephen Soer 

              0403 067 323 Greg 0407 915 734
Email: fawksie28@gmail.com

• Plasterboard 

• Ceilings & Walls

Install • Flush  

Cornice • Sand

• Repairs

cGup--Tec
CEILINGS

Ron Jones
PO Box 164
Toodyay WA 
Phone/Fax
9574 2087

BUILDERS      OWNER BUILDERS      HOME RENOVATORS

we supply...
Plasterboard & Accessories

Fibrous Cement Sheeting and Insulation
Plasterboard Installation 

Fix, Flush, Cornice & Sand

CEILINGS CEILINGS
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CURTAINS AND BLINDS

COMPUTER

GB’s PC’s
FOR MOBILE COMPUTER

REPAIRS AND UPGRADES

For virus and spyware removal, 
hardware repair, system upgrades 

and quotes on new PC’s

Call Glen or Vicki on 9572 9170
or 0409 904 994

email gbpc@iinet.net.au

COMPUTER SERVICE CONCRETE
TRADES AND SERVICES

• Detailed earth works  • Drainage and pipework
• Horse arenas and round yards • Laser level cut and fill
• Driveways and Remediation works
• General trenching (pipes, Cables, footings)
• Block clean-ups and stump removal

• 7t Tip truck 
• 4t Excavator (with tilt hitch)
• S160 Bobcat plus attachments

Brett Schutz

0448 227 758
ABN 51 136 196 802  /  PO Box 1540 Toodyay 6566  /  Email: bnearthworks@gmail.com

MACHINES

EARTHWORKS

Toodyay Curtains & Blinds Buy direct and bank the difference

Holland Blinds, Vertical Drapes
Awnings, Venetians, Panel Glides
Curtains and Tracks, Roller Shutters 
and much more!

Phone: Paul Hodgkiss 

0409 812 671
Email: paulhodgy@outlook.com

DOG GROOMING EARTHMOVING

CLEANING

CONTAINERS FOR CHANGE

ELECTRICIANELECTRICAL

ELECTRICIAN

EC 002951LIFELINE 
ELECTRICS

All types of  Commercial 
and domestic installations

FREE QUOTES
New to Toodyay, 

with 35 years experience
JOHN HAGGAS

81 Stirlingia Drive
Toodyay WA 6566
Mail to PO Box 259 
Toodyay 6566

Mobile: 0419 963 525
A/H: (08) 9574 5483
Email: jbhaggas@bigpond.com

ELECTRICIAN

FASHIONELECTRICIAN ELECTRICAL
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FUNERALS

GT FENCING
EXPERIENCED LOCAL OPERATOR - COMPARE THE PRICES - FREE QUOTES

PHONE GARRY  0418 917 475EMAIL: gtfencing56@gmail.com

RURAL / HOBBY FARM

• POST AND RAIL
• ELECTRIC FENCING
• POST RAMMING

DOMESTIC 

• RESIDENTIAL & HERITAGE ALL STYLES.....
   TIMBER OR STEEL

• INSURANCE WORK
• REMOTE CONTROLLED SOLAR OR ELECTRIC GATES

FENCING FENCING

FITNESS

GARDEN SERVICESGARAGE DOORS GAS FITTING

GRAPHIC DESIGN SERVICE

Located in Morangup                       

CORPORATE STATIONERY  TRADEMARKSI
DISPLAY ADS  NEWSLETTERS  LABELSI I

WEBSITE LAYOUT  CARDS  BROCHURESI I
SIGNS  PACKAGING  ANNUAL REPORTSI I

Sandra Faye Harms
Enquiries: 9572 9061 or 0429 086 253

ps.harms@redbrookart.com.au

GRAPHIC ARTIST

HAIRDRESSER

GUTTER CLEANINGGLASS AND GLAZING

HIRE SERVICE

GARRY SMITH
EXPERIENCED LOCAL OPERATOR - COMPARE THE PRICES - FREE QUOTES

 0418 917 475
EMAIL: getgaz56@bigpond.com

• 
• 

SHADE SAILS
• INSURANCE WORK

PATIOS / CARPORTS
PERGOLAS / DECKS

• 
• OWNER BUILDER ASSISTANCE
• SHED CONVERSIONS / RENOVATIONS
• SMALL ADDITIONS
• TILING

• STEEL FRAMED HOUSE CONSTRUCTION

Local contact for:

HANDYMAN - BUILDER

LANDSCAPING AND EARTHWORKSHORSE RUG REPAIRS

Paul & Suzanne Hodgkiss

Carpet 
Overlocking

Canvas 
Repairs

Horse Rug Repairs 

Phone: 0409 812 671
Email paulhodgy@outlook.com

HERALD ADS
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MECHANICAL

EziFixEziFix
MOBILE WELDING

•
• 
•
•
•

 Bulk billing to Medicare
HBF & DVA Provider
 Competitive prices
 Great range of frames & sunglasses
 Locally owned and operated

www.northamoptical.com.au

138 Fitzgerald St Northam WA P 9621 1131 E northamoptical@yahoo.com.au

OPTOMETRIST

PEST CONTROL

REGIONAL PEST CONTROL 
  PHD Lic : 727                  30 years Experience                ABN : 35 203 910 408 

The Experienced Professionals in Pest Control 

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED 
For all your Domestic or Commercial Pest Control Needs  

CONTACT : KEN PROWSE 

   
Call Your Regional Pest Control Experts

 

9574 4401 ph / fax  
Mobile : 0427 778 643 

OBLIGATION  

FREE 

QUOTES 
  email : regionalpestcontrol@bigpond.com  

LIVESTOCK TRANSPORT MECHANICAL

PEST CONTROL PLUMBER

PROPERTY CONTRACTOR REFRIGERATIONPUMPS

REMEDIAL MASSAGE RETICULATION SOLARSHOE REPAIRS

� ��o R���i� ���

Ricki Lov

�ov��icki�����i��co�

Saving 
Soles

Owner 

0484 388 309
192 Fitzgerald Street 
Northam WA 6401

Watch Batteries & Bands
Key Cutting 
Engraving

Tues-Fri 9am-5pmSat 9am-noonClosed Mondays

SMASH REPAIR SMASH REPAIR
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TRADES AND SERVICES

Avon Storage
Toodyay

- Now Managed by Country Realty -

Self storage Units
Located at Extracts Industrial Estate
6m x 3m (single garage size) units 

now available
You lock it up – You keep the key

Ph 9574 4200

STORAGE UNITS TIMBER FLOORING

Owner/Operator

•	Installation
•	Sanding
•	Polishing
•	Coating

Free Quotes
Quality Workmanship

Ph: 0447 986 289

Toodyay Timber Flooring

TOWING

TREE LOPPING

WATER  TANKS

WASTE REMOVALTARGET ADVERTISING

WATER TANK CLEANING

WATER/BORES
 

Julimar Drilling Services
•	Water bore construction
•	Domestic and Commerical
•	Rotary mud and air
•	Hard rock, clay and sand
•	Free quotes

Contact Nathan or Sandy
Ph:  9574 5582
Mob:  0409 089 392
Email:  julimards@bigpond.com

WINDOW TINTING WOOL BUYINGWOOL BUYING

Astronomy
Kim Angus

ANYBODY who took photos trying 
to capture a picture of last month’s Eta 
Aquariids meteor shower may have noticed 
something rather odd.
 While we think of stars as white, some of 
the objects in your photos would have had a 
distinct blue or red tinge to them.
 The most obvious red object in the sky 
would have been Mars and that isn’t a star, 
it’s a planet in our solar system.
 Unlike stars, it doesn’t give off light but 
reflects it from the sun and that light is 
coming back off predominantly red rocks 
and dust so of course it looks red.
 Jupiter, Saturn and Venus are the other 
planets you would have seen and they are 
all covered in clouds or gas, so look white.
 With a good telescope you can see the 
bands of colour in the gas clouds of Jupiter 
and Saturn, and you can even see Saturn’s 
ring and Jupiter’s moons.
 So now we are left with stars and meteors.
 Most of the meteors looked like brief trails 
of white light as they burned up on entering 
our atmosphere.
 However, not all meteor trails are white – it 
depends on what they are made of and how 
fast they are going.
 What we see also depends on how faint  

Twinkle, twinkle little star, how I wonder what colour you are
they are and where in our field of vision.
 You see the human eye contains rods and 
cones – rods are densest in the middle of 
the retina which mediates colour vision and 
detail and cones are sensitive to low light 
intensity, but can’t tell colours apart.
 So those brief flashes at the corner of your 
vision you didn’t quite catch properly were 
meteors, but only the rods responded, so no 
colour and not much by way of detail.
 It also takes longer for the signal from 
them to be integrated so you had no chance 
of turning to get a good look.
 Now I was lucky, and not only did I see 
a meteor leaving a magnificent red track 
as well as some more mundane ones, I also 
managed to take photos of a lot of meteors.
 One of these, though a short track, showed 
both the intense violet given off by calcium 
and the red which is given off by nitrogen in 
the atmosphere.
 Now, most stars appear white because, 
again, we don’t really have colour vision in 
low light conditions.
 But cameras don’t work in the same way 
as your eyes so they pick up more of the 
colour, which you may have noticed if you 
took photos.
 There are, of course, some notable 
exceptions such as the star Antares in the 
constellation Scorpius – its name means 
‘rival to Mars’.

 Antares  is an older, cooler star so the light 
coming from it has a distinct reddish tinge 
similar to Mars.
 Gacrux, the star at the top of the Southern 
Cross, also leans towards a yellow/red hue 
while Mimosa (or Becrux), the star at the end 
of the left arm, is younger and hotter with a 
bluer look about it.
 Sirius, a very bright star that on June 4 will 
set in the west at just before 9pm, is in the 
middle and actually white.
 On the same night, Saturn won’t rise until 
after 10.30pm, followed by Jupiter at around 
1.45am and Mars at 2am.
 But don’t let this spoil your enjoyment of the 

night sky because there is always plenty to see.
 Toodyay has fantastic dark skies at 
night that are perfect for stargazing and 
astrophotography, and there are free apps 
and programs to help you work out what you 
are looking at or where to find a particular 
object.
 Now if you use any of those aids you will 
find out that all the stars that I mentioned are 
actually double stars – two stars travelling 
around each other – but for most of human 
history we had no way of knowing that.
 To the naked eye, they all look like single 
stars so we called them a star and the habit 
lives on.

Red meteor close-up.
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Selling in Toodyay?
List now and sell your home 

with GMAC Realty

Make FOR SALE 
into 

Call Greg Giddings for your free appraisal today on 0407 124 175

E: greggiddings@gmacrealty.net.au   Telephone Perth Office (08) 6110 4530

T/C RA 40705

Greg is backed by the 
GMAC Realty team with 
15 consultants in Perth 

and a Principal with over 
35 years experience 

SOLD

I live and 
work 

exclusively 
in the 

Toodyay 
area!

I live and 
work 

exclusively 
in the 

Toodyay 
area!

ENVIRONMENT

Toodyay Friends of the River
Bridget Leggett

DO YOU enjoy planting native trees and 
shrubs?
 Are you keen to contribute to various 
Toodyay revegetation projects?
 Then here is your opportunity.
 June is planting month for the Toodyay 
Friends of the River, a time of year we love.
 We welcome community members at our 
working bees to enjoy the fun and help with 
this work, particularly on Sunday June 12 
and Monday June 13, starting at 9am.
 On the Sunday we will be infill planting 
at the Boyagerring Brook site, just beyond 
the end of the bitumen on Drummond Street, 
which is the first turn right after crossing 
Newcastle Bridge as you leave town.
 This was one of our revegetation sites 
last year and although a good number of 
plants have survived, gaps need to be filled 
to thicken the vegetation and ensure good 
biodiversity.
 The smaller surviving plants were marked 
with stakes and flagging tape during one of 
last month’s working bees to ensure they are 
protected when weed control is undertaken 
and to make it easier for the planting teams 
to identify gaps.
 On Monday June 13 we will be planting at 
Millards Pool, with parking near the picnic 
shelter on the Bilya Walk Track.
 To get there, turn left towards Extracts from 
Northam-Toodyay Road into Campbell Chase.

Toodyay Naturalists’ Club
Desraé Clark

WE LOOK forward each year to planning a 
weekend away to areas of interest such as Bluff 
Knoll, Kellerberrin, Southern Cross to visit the 
Helena Aurora Range and Mukinbudin to visit 
the magnificent rock formations.
 Last month saw 15 club members enjoy 
a weekend stay in the recently designated 
Dryandra National Park near Narrogin.
 It is the large home of endangered creatures 
that were on a downward trend in numbers low 
enough to be faced with extinction.
 Prior to European settlement, these small 
mammals were found across Australia as told 
in stories told by First Nations peoples.
 Diaries of early explorers, settlers and others 
also recorded large numbers of small animals 
that became threatened with extinction or are 
now extinct.
 Early settlers killed very large numbers 
of our native mammals because many, such 
as Boodies and Bilbies, live underground in 
warrens which could break the legs of farm 
horses that were used to work the land.
 These small marsupials also ate the new 
shoots of planted crops.
 Although cats had lived in Australia for 
several hundred years, their numbers were 
boosted in the late 1800s to combat mouse 
plagues.
 Foxes were introduced in the 1800s by the 
Acclimatization Society to enable English 
settlers to continue the sport of fox hunting as 
enjoyed in the ‘Old Country’.
 Breeding programs are trying to lift 
the numbers of endangered creatures to 
a sustainable level by releasing them in 
special areas where foxes and cats have 
been eliminated, including in the wonderful 
Dryandra bushland.
 An evening guided visit was made to the 
enclosed area of Bana Mia to see the Woylie, 
Mala and Western Barred Bandicoot.
 The creatures were sighted using infrared 
torches that don’t cause fear or fright for the 
nocturnal animals.
 Unfortunately, the shy Bilby didn’t show.
 `Brushtail Possums joined the little creatures 
to enjoy fruit, a Barn Owl flew by and a 
Boobook Owl sat in a nearby tree to observe 
the happenings.
 Our next meeting at 7pm on Saturday June 18 
will feature a presentation by Dr Howard Gray.
 Dr Gray is a self-described “Abrologist” who 
first researched and explored the Houtman 
Abrolhos Islands in 1980.
 He has shared his expertise as a natural 
and human historian by writing many award-
winning books.
 He is also a science educator and enthusiastic 
promoter of WA Australian maritime history.
 His work covers Christmas Island, the 
Geraldton fishing cooperative, the Batavia 
Dutch shipwreck on the Abrolhos Islands on 
4 June 1629, rock lobster fishing, a fictional 
account of one of the shipwrecked Batavia 
passengers, Jambinbirri-Champion Bay, 
Geraldton, and the spice trade of the Dutch 
East India Company.

We love planting and now is the time to do it

 Tools – and of course the plants – will be 
provided but you need appropriate footwear 
and your own gloves and water to drink.
 Plants for this revegetation work have been 
grown by members of our Seed Group who 
have been germinating seeds and nurturing 
tube stock since last November.

 A Perth group of Trail Runners will run 
later this month through the Walyunga and 
Avon Valley National Parks to finish at 
Cobblers Pool, where they will plant 700-800 
seedlings.
 Site preparation is underway for all this 
revegetation work, including ripping at the 

Cobblers Pool site and weed control at all 
three sites.
 This is paramount to ensure the plants get 
well established early and there is a good 
survival rate through next summer.
 Aboriginal Rangers from the Wheatbelt 
Natural Resource Management are helping 
this year to prepare revegetation areas for 
planting, thanks to State funding for WA’s 
‘Healthy Soils, Healthy Rivers’ program.
 The Friends held two very productive 
working bees last month.
 As well as staking work at the Boyagerring 
Brook revegetation site, they undertook 
a Caltrop Crawl along the Avon River 
upstream from Newcastle Park.
 May rains caused early germination of this 
annoying weed but moist soil meant most 
of it could be pulled up relatively easily and 
disposed of appropriately before it could set 
seed.
 Our Management Committee welcomed 
Sharon Mills and Jean Melhuish-Hill from 
the Toodyay Music Fest Inc. to its most 
recent meeting.
 Sadly, their organisation is winding up and 
dispersing its funds.
 We will miss the town’s annual music 
festival as a wonderful event on the Toodyay 
calendar.
 We were honoured to be chosen as one of 
three organisations to receive some of the 
dispersed Music Fest funds and will ensure 
the community benefits from the money.
 To support our work, we will also hold a 
fund-raising raffle outside Toodyay’s IGA 
store on Friday June 24 and Saturday June 
25 – we hope to see you there.
 June promises to be a busy month for our 
volunteers, and that’s how we like it.
 For further information, please email 
info@toodyayfor.org.au..

Toodyay Friends of the River members staking plants at Boyagerring Brook. Photo: Bridget Leggett.

Infra-red light exposes shy endangered species

 Dr Gray’s latest book is about the Abrolhos 
Archipelago itself.
 He is also an accomplished diver, keen 
photographer, lecturer and tour guide who is 
happy to impart his vast knowledge of and 
fascination with our diverse coastal heritage.
 The Nats’ Club has received recent sightings 
from community members of the endangered 
Chuditch at 9.30pm on Julimar Road and a 

Endangered nocturnal marsupials illuminated by infra-red light during last month’s visit 
to the WA’s new Dryandra National Park near Narrogin. Photo: Robert Boase.

non-venomous Western Half-Girdled Snake 
found when a lady was gardening.
 Our headquarters at Drummond House in 
Stirling Terrace (next to the Bendigo Bank 
ATM) are open on Saturday mornings from 
10am till noon.
 For more information about our activities and 
events, please call 9574 5574 or email info@
toodyaynats.org.au.



Page 28 THE TOODYAY HERALD June 2022

ENVIRONMENT

WHEN AND WHERE

AIR FORCE
AAFC 708 Squadron
Australian Air Force Cadets 12½-17yrs, 
Building J1, Northam Army Camp Great 
Eastern Hwy. Friday 6.30-9.30pm school term. 
708squ@cadetnet.gov.au.

ARTS/CRAFTS/HISTORY/GAMES
Arts Toodyay
1st Tuesday monthly 7.30pm, The Old Police 
Station, Duke Street North. Graham Boston 
0438 919 932.
Avon Woodturners Group
Every Sunday and Wednesday 9am-noon. 
Toodyay Junction, Railway Parade.
Ragbags Quilting Group
1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month. St 
Stephen’s Hall 10am-2.30pm. 9574 4503.
The Crooked Needle
Friday Morning Craft - Fridays, 9.30am to 
noon, CWA Hall, Stirling Terrace. $3.50. 
Contact Jan on 0407 083 079 or Annette on 
9574 2332.
Toodyay Historical Society
Meets third Wednesday, (not Dec), 7pm, 
St Stephen’s Church Hall, Stirling Terrace. 
Drummond House (next to Bendigo Bank) 
open Sat 10am-noon. Research Centre open 
by appointment. Beth Frayne 9574 5971 or 
secretary.2j.ths@gmail.com.
Web: www.toodyayhistoricalsociety.org.au
Toodyay Spinners
Every Wednesday, Saturdays 1st and 3rd 
of month, 9am to noon, Parker’s Cottage, 
Showgrounds. Gail Williams 9622 3411.
Toodyay Theatre Group
For details David Mitchell 0400 283 425.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Toodyay Chamber of Commerce and Industry
Check Facebook for details or contact 
2jchamber@gmail.com.

CHURCHES
Anglican Church
10am Sundays weekly. St Stephen’s Church 
0455 543 888.
Catholic Church
St John the Baptist, Toodyay. Saturday Vigil 
5pm.
Faith Christian Fellowship
Sundays 9.30am. Corner Grey and Wellington 
Streets, Northam 9622 1324 or fcfnortham@
westnet.com.au.
Bakers Hill Fellowship
Meets every Sunday at 10am. Bakers Hill 
Primary School Music Room. Pastor Peter 
Booth 0417 945 725.
Toodyay Baptist Church
10.30am Sunday at 18 Stirling Terrace, 
Toodyay. Phone 9574 4546. 
Uniting Church 
10am St Stephen’s Church, Toodyay.

Classifieds

Livestock 
ARTIFICIAL insemination of cows 
plays an important role in modern dairy 
and beef breeding. 
 With careful forethought and planning, 
artificial breeding can be useful in many 
situations. Contact Jeremy (0450 366 
530) or Jean (0478 037 315) to find out 
more.

For Sale
STRAW bales. High density, great for 
garden mulch or animal bedding.  1.2m 
x 1.2m x 2.4m. Pick up $70, delivery 
extra. Phone or text Tim 0417 991 302.

Garage Sale
Saturday June 18, from 7am. Sunday 
June 19 from 7am-noon. Furniture, 
Tools, Household Items, Bric-a-Brac. 
301 Coondle Drive, Coondle.

AA ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 
Web:  aa.org.au
Finding it hard to control your drinking? 
We understand and together have found 
a solution. We meet here Tuesday nights 
7pm: Salvos Building, Elizabeth Place, 
Northam. All welcome. Lifts from 
Toodyay available. Ring/text 0432 403 
425 for enquiries.

Public Notices

EDUCATION/SCOUTS/
PLAYGROUPS ETC
Avon Valley Home Education Collective 
Sharon Pegrum 0466 430 979. 
avonvalleyhomeeducation.wordpress.com.
Bizzy Bees
Pre-kindy for 3-year-olds. Mondays 9am 
-11am, Toodyay DHS. Jessica Donovan 0407 
128 105.
Cubs, Joeys and Scouts
(School term) Youth Hall, Showgrounds, Cubs 
and Joeys 4-5.30pm Scouts, Thursday 6-8pm 
9574 2363.
Toodyay District High School P and C
Meets Tuesday of week 5 each term at 5.30pm 
in the TDHS staff room. Kelly-Anne Murray 
0406 585 716.
Toodyay Playgroup
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9-11am. 
Wednesdays Bubs Play 10am-12pm. Jessica 
Donovan, 0407 128 105

EMERGENCY SERVICES
Bejoording Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
3rd Friday of the month at 5.45pm at the
Bejoording Fire Shed.
Coondle-Nunile Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade
2nd Saturday October to April, June and 
August, 5pm Coondle Fire Shed.
Julimar Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Meets 3rd Saturday 6pm Julimar Fire Shed, 
Training Sunday 10am.
Morangup Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
3rd Saturday 5.30pm at 3 Wallaby 
Way, Morangup. Sharon Gamble or 
secretarymvbfb@gmail.com.
Toodyay Central Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade
2nd Tuesday 7.30pm at Toodyay Fire and 
Emergency Services Centre.
Toodyay State Emergency Service
4th Tuesday, 3 Wallaby Way, Morangup. 
Local Manager – Jeff Venn 0438 490 331.
toodyayseslocalmanager@gmail.com.
Toodyay Volunteer Fire and Rescue
1st Monday Fire Station 7.30pm.

ENVIRONMENT
Avon Valley Environmental Society
3rd Friday monthly noon. Wheatbelt 
Natural Resource Management Centre, 269 
Fitzgerald Street, Northam. Janet Wilkinson 
9574 5947.
Earth Solutions - Avon Valley
2nd Tuesday (not Jan) at 6pm. Old Northam 
Railway Station, 425 Fitzgerald Street 
Northam. Karen 0438 223 886, Belle 0478 
641 463, or email bellem@westnet.com.au.
Toodyay Friends of the River (TFOR)
2nd Sunday or following Monday. 9am 
(winter); 8am (summer). Details on TFOR 
noticeboard outside Drummond House. 0427 
556 863. Email: info@tfor.org.au.
Toodyay Garden Club
1st Thursday 10am. Phone President: 
Hamish Dobie 0423 115 204 or email
toodyaygardenclub@gmail.com for next 
venue.

Toodyay Naturalists’ Club
Meets 3rd Saturday. Call 9574 5574 or info@
toodyaynats. org.au.
FARMERS MARKET
Toodyay Farmers Market
3rd Sunday of each month. 0487 440 754. 
toodyayfarmers market@gmail.com.

FESTIVALS
Toodyay Moondyne Festival
moondynecommittee@gmail.com.

HEALTH
Australian Breastfeeding Association
2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 3 Elizabeth Place, 
Northam 10am-noon. 3rd Tuesday Toodyay 
Playgroup noon-2pm. Louise 9574 0229.
Child Health Clinic
Tuesdays and Wednesdays.  Bree Byfield. 
9621 0100
Memory Café
Toodyay Forget Me Not Memory Café 2nd 
Tuesday of each month (10am-noon) at the 
Toodyay Bakery.
Toodyay Men’s Shed
Monday, Thursday and Saturday, 8.30am–noon 
at Harper Road. Phone Graham Hill,
0417 181 785.

MINIATURE RAILWAY
Toodyay Miniature Railway
Operates Easter Saturday and thereafter on 
1st and 3rd Sundays until November. Phone 
President Mark 0424 281 770.

MUSIC
The Toodyay Community Singers
CWA Hall, Stirling Terrace at 7pm Thursday 
nights. Anne-Marie Millar 0408 364 918.
Toodyay Music Club
2nd Saturday 1pm CWA Hall, Ring Joe, 0400 
862 694.

PROGRESS ASSOCIATION
Morangup Progress Association
Chairperson: Petar Drazic. Hall Hire: 0472 
975 593 www.morangupmpa.com.au.

SENIORS
Autumn Club
Wednesday 1-4pm Toodyay Sports Pavilion 
Glenyce Bosnjak 9574 4587.
Butterly Cottages
2nd Friday monthly. Jenny Perkins. Email: 
butterly2j@gmail.com.
Fitness and Fun for The Over 55s
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 9am, Youth 
Hall at showgrounds.
Ida’s Hideaway
Saturdays 1-4pm Toodyay Community 
Resource Centre. Ring Ann Sinclair 0407 
775 459.
Probus Club of Toodyay
Meetings monthly on second Tuesday at 3pm 
at Freemasons Hotel. President Joan Bath 0417 
171 606 Secretary Colin Yandell 9574 5943.
Silver Chain Social Centre
Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays
Toodyay Community Centre, 78 Stirling 
Terrace. Information 1300 650 803.

SERVICE ORGANISATIONS
Country Women’s Association
4th Thursday 1pm CWA Hall. Bookings call 
Margot Watkins on 0405 067 591 or 9574 2823.
Moondyne Men
We meet Mondays and Thursdays from 9am to 
noon at the RSL Hall, Clinton Street. Contact 
Secretary Colin Bird 0424 195 003.
RSL Toodyay Sub-Branch
Meetings 2022: Feb 12, Apr 9, May 7, July 
23, Sept 10 (AGM), Oct 15 and Dec 10 held 
Saturdays 1300 at the Memorial Hall, Toodyay. 
Bob Wood 0412 681 794.
Safer Toodyay Inc
Chair: Cr Brian Rayner. Email: secretary@
safertoodyay.org.au.
Toodyay Lions Club
1st and 3rd Tuesdays Freemasons Hotel. Clint 
Fricker, Secretary, 0423 226 898.
Toodyay Masonic Lodge
4th Thursday Masonic Hall Fiennes St 7.30pm. 
Graham Barber, 9574 5717.
Toodyay Red Cross
2nd Monday February, May, August and 
November Anglican Hall 1.30pm.
Toodyay RoadWise Committee
2nd Wednesday of month at 9.30am at the 
Toodyay Police Station. Bob Neville, 0419 
853 160.

SPORT
Toodyay Bowling Club
Ladies play Wednesdays at 8.30am contact 
Maureen Adams 9574 4752. Men have a roll 
up on Wednesday at 3pm contact Laurie Chitty 
95742394. All welcome.
Avon Valley Adult Riding Club
4th Saturday (February-November) at Northam. 
Tina 0499 030 177.
Mortlock Pony Club
1st Sunday February to November at 
Goomalling. Tanzi 0427 859 493.
Toodyay Golf Club
Sundays - mixed comp with tee off at noon; 
ladies Wednesday with a 1.30pm tee off 
Contact Liz 0429 311 256; Men’s scroungers 
Thursdays with a 2pm tee off. Contact Bruce 
0417 028 089.
Avon Valley Shotokan Karate Club
Wednesdays at Youth Hall, Showgrounds. 
Peewees 3.45-4.30pm, juniors 4.30-5.30pm, 
seniors 6-7.30pm. Email avonvalleyshotokan@
gmail.com.
Toodyay Soccer Club
Mondays 4-5.30pm in terms 2 and 3. For ages 
5-15yrs. toodyaysoccer@gmail.com.
Toodyay Tennis Club
Winter  social  days -  Tuesdays 9am, 
Wednesdays 7pm - check our facebook page @
ToodyayTennisClub for confirmation of play or 
cancellations. toodyaytennisclub@ gmail.com.

VINTAGE VEHICLES
Avon Valley Vintage Vehicle Assoc
3rd Saturday 10.30am at old engineer’s 
quarters next to Northam Railway Museum, 
Fitzgerald Street, Northam 9622 5932.

Remember to update your 
details regularly, email: 

advertising@toodyayherald.com.au

Marsupial Mammas and Pappas 
(Inc.)
Brian Foley

OUR JOEY training session had to be 
cancelled due to COVID-19 so it has been 
rescheduled for Saturday June 11, and our 
bird session will be held the following week 
on Sunday June 19.
 Both are open to anyone interested.
 The joey session will cover all aspects of 
care for the ones we call ‘pinkies’, and the 
bird session is a general look at how to care 
for and rehabilitate injured birds.
 If you would like to attend these sessions, 
please call the numbers listed below.
 You don’t have to be a carer if you just want 
to increase your knowledge and awareness of 
native animals and, of course, you will meet 
some awesome carers.
 We are still seeing a lot of injured kangaroos 
being left on local roadsides – please contact 
us to deal with the situation.
 Good news. We have purchased a 
tranquilliser gun with the help of the 
Lotteries Commission. More details next 
month.
 It is coming into duckling season so please 
keep an eye out for orphaned ducklings and 
other baby birds that may get thrown out 
from their nests during winter storms.
 It seems crazy that birds are hatching 
chicks this time of the year but we have 
seen many examples of this breeding out of 
normal seasons for the past few years.
 Thanks to those people who have donated 

New tranquilliser gun to help wildlife carers

aviaries to us during the past months – they 
are in use with the release of a number of 
possums.
 Fund raising is a very important side of 
being a Wildlife Carer and if you can assist 
with a donation, our account at Toodyay 
Bendigo Bank is BSB 633-000; a/c No. 175 

516 319, or you can see us at the monthly 
Toodyay Farmers Markets.
 If you come across any injured native 
wildlife and are unsure what to do, or if you 
want to be involved as a carer, please ring 
Brian on 0419 933 721, Robyn on 0417 173 
283, or the Wildcare Helpline on 9474 9055.

Volunteers treating an injured kangaroo out in the field.

mailto:secretary.2j.ths@gmail.com
http://www.toodyayhistoricalsociety.org.au
mailto:2jchamber@gmail.com
mailto:info@toodyaynats.org.au
mailto:info@toodyaynats.org.au
mailto:toodyaytennisclub@gmail.com
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BRAIN TEASERS

Crosscode is a logic puzzle. Each letter is a number. Begin by 
guessing the first word and placing the additional letters into the 
crosscode. Keep guessing words/letters until completed.

Cryptic Clues

Easy

Sudoku is based on the logical placement of numbers. Sudoku doesn’t require any calculation nor special math 
skills; all that is needed are brains and concentration. Every number from 1 to 9 must appear in each of the nine 
columns, nine rows and the nine 3x3 boxes.

Sudoku

Hard

Crosscode Combo Crossword

Notes Puzzle solutions 
Page 31

9 23 17 15 21 8 23

13 26 4 18 7 8 4 18 26 11 22 6 23

6 6 8 20 4 1 26

9 21 4

N
20 7 11 9 5 3 11 11 19 11 9

16 11 6 7 17

6 20 15 26 3 2 11 9 10 17 26 1 11 9

11 11 23 11 20

21 8 11

D
2 6 15 23 17 2 4

P
21 23 11 2

1 4 4 11 24

7 11 8 24 17 20 15 10 6 24 20 11 12 9

3 23 23 20 16

16 17 20 7 17 8 4 4 14 3 20 6 4 8

7 7 17 13 3 6 21

10 11 8 11 9 10 11 11 8 25 8 11 11

9 2 23 8 11 11 20

1

D
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19

N
20

P
21 22 23 24 25 26

1 2 4 6

4 1

8 5

5

2 7

4 7 9

2 7 3 5

9 8

4 6 8 3

9 5

1 9 4

7 1 8

6

1 2 3

5 3 8 2

6 4 3 8 1

2 7

1 3

YEAR JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC TOTAL
2019 1.8 0 5.8 15.4 8.7 125.7 128.4 66.3 13.4 15.2 6.0 0 386.7
2020 0 31.6 9.8 6.4 38.2 48.9 43.7 61.8 30.2 5.9 48.8 3.5 328.8
2021 0.03 17.3 137.3 11.1 121.7 30.4 154.2 70.3 39 61.6 2.2 0 645.13
2022 31.7 4.5 14 30.9 36.8 117.9

Average 11.50 12.50 20.00 26.20 66.40 97.80 101.60 79.60 48.00 31.40 15.00 9.40 519.40

Toodyay Rainfall
Recordings and average commenced on  1/1/1877

ACROSS
5   Player
7   One who slumbers
8   Full amount
9   Burnt residue
11 Transmit
13 Snare
14 Draw forth
15 Charity
17 Corrupt emperor
19 Air transport system
20 Tufts
21 Otherwise
22 Engravers

DOWN
1   Shameless and bold
2   Sign of the zodiac
3   Pollution
4   Roof beam
5   Mountings
6   Communicating device
10 Make a splashing sound
12 Cease
13 A ten-dollar note (coll)
16 Constructed
18 Slippery fishes

ACROSS
5   One who is actively involved with a member
7   Outdo zero for a light sleeper
8   Add up to a sum
9   Crashed into a tree
11 Dispatch forward
13 A light two-wheeled carriage is in the bunker
14 What in the deuce will develop?
15 A trainee misses out on donations of money,etc
17 A notorious cruel Roman emperor found in a
     fine roadhouse
19 Atmosphere around the Nile for Qantas, or 
     the like
20 So does without pieces of turf
21 In addition, feel secure within
22 They make deep impressions on engravers

DOWN
1   Forward a type of gun without alphabetical
     extremes
2   Short calibrations of a zodiacal constellation
3   Fulfil the interruption of putrid matter
4   A buoyant platform returns for our Patrick
5   Supporting structures randomly speed at 
     outer limits
6   Ring for a mobile, perhaps
10 Crush down and tread heavily in 
     wet shoes
12 In part, made sisters stop
13 Often nervously displays an old ten
     pound note
16 Created a young lady, so to speak
18 With ease, looks out for an NRL club
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HEALTH

Cancer Council WA
Kaylor Andrews

WHEATBELT adults are being encouraged 
to learn to detect common bowel cancer 
symptoms so they can seek early treatment.
 Bowel or colorectal cancer is WA’s 
third most common cancer with 25 West 
Australians diagnosed every week.
 Fifty-six Wheatbelt people were 
diagnosed in 2019 and 13 died.
 WA Cancer Council Wheatbelt Regional 
Education Officer Kaylor Andrews said 
bowel cancer was the second most 
commonly reported cancer among females 
in 2017 after breast cancer, and the third for 
males after prostate cancer and melanoma.
 “Data shows people living in regional 
Australia are less likely to be alive five 
years after a cancer diagnosis compared 
with Australians living in metro areas,” 
Ms Andrews said.
 “We urge anyone in the Wheatbelt who 
experiences a symptom to visit their 
doctor, clinic nurse or Aboriginal health 
worker.”
 Ms Andrews said common bowel cancer 
symptoms include blood in your poo (even 
just once) or, for more than four weeks, a 
new pain, lump or swelling in your tummy, 
feeling tired, looking pale, losing weight 

Heartlands Veterinary Hospital
Dr Caitlin Giardina

WE’VE all heard the typical story about 
spoiling your cat with new toys, gifts and 
treats only to have them more interested in 
the cardboard box the goodies came in.
 But have you ever wondered why?
 There are a few reasons why your feline 
friend is so interested hanging out in a box.
 The first relates to curiosity because a box 
is an entirely new space to investigate and 

The Team at Regional Men’s Health

ONE OF the main issues that confronts 
families and relationships is trying to 
achieve a balance between work and 
home life.
 The word balance tends to indicate a 
50/50 arrangement, but that’s a big ask.
 It’s more appropriate to talk about work 
and home integration to ensure we don’t 
get too out of balance.
 There is no one perfect balance because 
every family is different and every 
workplace requirement is different.
 When machinery is not balanced, it will 
wear and break, and this can be the same 
for family and couple relationships.
 All work and no play is problematic.
 Busy times are necessary and explainable 
but we need to ensure we have catch-up 
time.
 So what happens when we don’t integrate 
work and home life in a balanced way?
 A disconnect can start to occur with 
our wife/partner, dad, kids, friends and 
relatives.
 Physical and mental wellbeing can be 
affected by issues such as stress, anxiety, 
depression and fatigue.
 Resentment starts to infiltrate as 
perceived inequalities are felt around home 
duties, workload, parenting and intimacy.
 Feelings of disrespect, being ignored, 
being taken for granted, even feeling 
unloved may arise that can erode the 
quality of healthy family and couple 
relationships.
 How do we get the balance right?
 Make ‘couple time’ to communicate to 
each other how you are feeling.
 Keep a tab on work time versus home/
family hours.

Cats love playing with carboard boxes.

Chuck your pet’s prezzie 
– keep the box it came in

can be very appealing to cats who love to 
explore.
 Secondly, cats love to scratch and the 
texture of cardboard provides the perfect 
scratching material.
 Finally, the shelter of a box provides a 
perfect hiding place to leap from, allowing 
your kitty to safely fulfil its natural hunting 
instincts.
 Your cat may not appreciate expensive toys 
but entertainment is luckily only a cheap 
cardboard box away.

 Talk to your wife/partner/kids about your 
challenges of transitioning from work to 
home so that they can see your perspective 
and for you to see theirs.
 Talk/communicate with your partner 
about the type of parents you both want 
to be.
 If you are a new dad, take time off to help 
care for and know your baby, help at night 
with feeding, dressing and that awful job 
of changing nappies.
 Allocate dad time.
 This can be in everyday routines such as 
taking or dropping kids off to their school, 
bus stop or sports events.
 This will help develop and maintain a 
connection with your kids by showing an 
interest in their lives.
 It is also very important to leave some 
regular time for yourself.
 How do I switch from work to home 
mode?
 Arrange your day to do the most difficult 
tasks first instead of at the end.
 Consider if it might be worth staying 
a little longer at work to finish up a task 
instead of bringing it home with you.
 Develop a ritual or routine to help you 
move from work mode, such as change out 
of your work clothes and shower, when 
you get home.
 Switch your thinking to the kids and 
home as you leave work, putting work to 
rest.
 Being stressed and tired from a hard 
day’s work can contaminate the time you 
spend with your children.
 Other family members will know if you 
are present with them or if your head is 
elsewhere.
 Your wife/partner/kids’ feelings about 
their self-worth can be affected if they feel 
second-best.
 Finally, a couple of questions you might 
like to ask yourself:
 1. What good memories would you like 
your children to have of you?
 2. When comparing your own upbringing, 
what would you do differently as a dad?
 The Regional Men’s Health Initiative 
is delivered by Wheatbelt Men’s Health 
(Inc.).
 For more information, please write to 
PO Box 768, Northam WA 6401 or call 
Regional Men’s Health on 9690 2277.

Try switching off from work 
for a healthier relationship

Wheatbelt residents seen at greater risk 
of dying sooner from bowel cancer

without trying, not feeling hungry, and a 
change in normal bowel habits such as 
runny poo, pooing more often or finding 
it hard to poo.
 Bowel cancer can occur with no 
symptoms, Ms Andrews said.
 It was important that all Australians aged 
50 to 74 with no symptoms take part in the 
federal-funded National Bowel Cancer 
Screening Program, which sends home 
test kits to eligible Australians every two 
years.
 The kits are designed for people who are 
not experiencing symptoms.
 Waiting for a screening when you have a 
symptom could delay your diagnosis and 
risk a worse outcome, Ms Andrews said.
 Regional WA residents with symptoms 
were particularly likely to delay going to a 
clinic with many thinking it could be due 
to something else.
 “If you’re unsure about a possible 
symptom you should make an appointment 
to discuss the change with your doctor, 
clinic nurse or Aboriginal health worker 
as soon as possible,” Ms Andrews said.
 “Being bowel cancer aware and knowing 
the symptoms could help find bowel 
cancer early, which increases the chance 
of successful treatment.”

Colon cancer can be a new pain, lump or swelling in the stomach that lasts more than a month.

Sharing family chores at home is good for your health.

advertising@toodyayherald.com.au
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SPORT

Puzzle Solutions

Crossword                                      Crosscode                                   Sudoku Easy                               Sudoku Hard

S T A C P R T

B L O W G R O W L E X I T

I I R N O V L

S P O N G E S Q U E E Z E S

K E I G A

I N C L U D E S H A L V E S

E E T E N

P R E D I C T A D O P T E D

V O O E M

G E R M A N C H I M N E Y S

U T T N K

K A N G A R O O J U N I O R

G G A B U I P

H E R E S H E E R F R E E

S D T R E E N

5 9 3 1 2 7 8 4 6

6 2 7 9 8 4 3 1 5

1 8 4 3 5 6 2 9 7

7 1 5 8 4 3 9 6 2

9 3 6 2 1 5 7 8 4

8 4 2 7 6 9 5 3 1

2 7 8 4 3 1 6 5 9

3 6 1 5 9 2 4 7 8

4 5 9 6 7 8 1 2 3

3 2 9 6 8 7 5 4 1

8 1 6 9 5 4 7 2 3

4 5 7 1 2 3 8 9 6

2 9 3 8 6 5 1 7 4

7 8 1 2 4 9 6 3 5

6 4 5 7 3 1 9 8 2

5 6 4 3 7 8 2 1 9

1 3 8 5 9 2 4 6 7

9 7 2 4 1 6 3 5 8

Avon Valley Shotokan Club
Kylie Burton

WE HAVE started back for Term 2.
 Our first grading for the year will be held 
on Sunday June 26.
 Those students who are eligible to grade 
will be handed an invitation in the coming 
weeks.
 For some this will be their first grading.
 It is fantastic to see all of our students 
training so hard towards their next belt levels.
 The next grading will be held at the end of 
the year in November.
 Good luck to all students.
 We are taking a team of six competitors 
to Margaret River over the long weekend in 
June.
 This is an annual event that our club looks 
forward to each year.
 We have a strong friendship with the 
Margaret River Karate Club and look 
forward to any training opportunities that 
may also present themselves while we are 
there.
 Good luck to all competitors.
 We continue to train Mondays and Fridays 
at Clackline and Wednesdays at the Toodyay 
Showgrounds.
 It is never too late to join our club.
 We accept membership throughout the 
term.
 We currently have a great value for money 
starter pack as well as being a Kidsport club.
 For more information, please contact 
avonvalleyshotokan@gmail.com.

N E X T y e a r ’s  C o u n t r y  A t h l e t i c s 
Championships will be held at the Northam 
Recreation Centre from January 13-15.
 More than 400 athletes of all ages are 
expected to compete.
 Athletics West CEO Vince Del Prete said 
his organisation was “thrilled to be heading 
out east to Northam in 2023”.
 “I am confident Northam will deliver a 
rewarding experience for all our athletes, 
coaches, officials and volunteers,” he said.
 “Sport is a tool that builds communities 
and I am excited to once again celebrate the 
chance to see WA’s best country athletes 
battle it out”. 
 Visitors from Broome, Geraldton, 
Esperance, Goldfields, Albany and beyond 
are expected to attend.
 Northam Shire President Chris Antonio 
said his town was excited to host the events.
 “This area consistently produces some 
excellent athletes and we look forward to 
welcoming competitors and their families 
to enjoy everything Northam has to offer,” 
he said.
 The Northam and Districts Little Athletics 
Centre hosted the state’s first country 
championships 50 years ago and will help 
co-host next year’s competition.
 For more information contact Athletics 
West at admin@athleticswest.com.au or call 
08 6272 0480.

Toodyay Golf Club 
Liz Sullivan

THE OPENING Day on May 1 was 
sponsored by Toodyay Hardware and Farm.
 The winner with 36 points was Ash 
Grundy, second on 35 points Kim Hanstrum 
and third with 34 points was George Murray.
 May 7 –16 players turned up for a 2 person 
ambrose. Winners with net 61.5 were Dave 
Gordon and Ash Grundy, second with net 
62.25 were Bruce Shaw and Murray Riseley, 
third with net 64.75 Bue Wagnar and Lindsay 
Slater.
 May 15 – 15 players played for a stroke 
event. Winner with net 70 was Dave Gordon, 
second with net 71 was George Murray, third 
with net 72 Aaron Boston.
 May 22 – 10 players competed for a 
combined stableford event sponsored by 
Toodyay Auto Centre. Winners with 65 
points were George Murray and Eugene 
O’Sullivan, second with 57 points were Dave 
Gordon and Bruce Shaw, third with 57 points 
were Dave Duncan and Beau E Wagenaar.
 Ladies play each Wednesday in a 9 hole 
social game from 12.30pm for a 1pm tee off.
 Contact Liz on 0429 311 256 for further 
information.
 Men play a 9 hole scroungers game each 
Thursday with a noon tee off.
 The weekend competition is usually played 
on a Sunday with a noon tee off.
 All members and visitors are welcome to 
play on any of these days.

Toodyay Junior Football Club 
Tracy Don

AUSKICK is back with Tash Hoff returning 
as coach.
 The little cubs have been practising their 
skills and are eager to play the games at the 
end of each session, with some so keen that 
they also play in the Under-9 competition.
 Corey Higgins is the Toodyay club’s new 
Under-9 coach.
 Sickness has seen other club members, in 
particular Ace Eddy, step up when needed.
 There are some standout players in this 
team with some great little up-and-comers.
 Adam Pearce is back coaching the Under-
11s.

Young Lions confront York behemoth

Footy action during the game at Toodyay on May 21.

 His team hosted York last month with early 
morning dew making for wet and slippery 
conditions.
 Training focused on tackles came into play 
as both teams slogged it out.
 York adjusted better to the greasy conditions 
and slammed multiple goals for a convincing 
win.
 Our Under-13s have welcomed Steele 
Davey as their coach.
 His review of last month’s game involved 
Tommy Newton being dumped on his head 
by a human behemoth in the shape of a 
13-year-old York boy.
 Despite being hurt, Tommy rose to the 
occasion and played out the rest of the game 
without resting, displaying the character that 

had him chosen captain the following week.
 However, the rest of the team failed to 
be inspired by Tommy’s example and let a 
winnable game slip away. 
 Training will include more focus on these 
skills.
 Justin Boccardo has come to the rescue by 
coaching this year’s Under-16s, who had a 
hard-earned win against York on May 21.
 Fielding a younger and different looking 
team, York came out hard early and Toodyay 
took a backward step.
 Pressure from their opponents forced the 
young Toodyay Lions into skill errors and 
some bad decisions.
 Tyler was a rock in defence and single-
handedly kept the Lions in the game during 
the early stages.
 Down 16 points at half-time, a few 
adjustments were made which finally 
allowed Toodyay to open up the game in the 
second half.
 They kept York goalless in the second half 
and ran away seven-goal winners.
 Thank you to all of our supportive 
volunteers and generous sponsors; Bendigo 
Bank, Ringa Civil, Toodyay Auto Centre, 
Toodyay Bakery, Toodyay Pizza Shack, 
Toodyay Tyres, Chalice Mining, Toodyay 
Op Shop and Wendouree Tearooms.

Six to compete in Margaret River over long weekend

Casey Stewart and Hannah Burton at the Toodyay Farmers Market.

Golfers tee off on 
May Opening Day 

competition

Northam to host 
country athletics 
championships
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