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Board Representation 
to address the feral pig 

problem 
Cr Madacsi was recently elected as the local 
government representative to the WA 
Feral Pig Group Board which 
provides the opportunity to lift our pig 
problem profile and obtain assistance. 

Our next Let's Talk session is on 6 
April in the Toodyay Memorial Hall for 
those living in the main Townsite, 
Wicklow Estate, Lozanda Heights, 
Sanctuary Park, Forest Edge, 
Moondyne Park Estate. The session 
commences at 6pm. Refreshments 
will be available. In our previous 'Let's 
Talk' sessions a range of topics were 
discussed. This is an informal way 
for residents to connect with 
elected members and staff and 
raise issues that may be affecting 
where you live and the lifestyle you 
value. We hope to see you there. 

Holiday Activity 
Program 

Fun facts 
for you to find in 

Connor·s Mill! 
Finding the right answer 

will involve tracking down 
our Fun Facts boards placed 
amongst the display panels 

inside Connor's Mill. 

Chalice Mining 
Meetings 

The Shire meets regularly with Chalice Mining 
to receive updates on the company's activities. 
Discussions have commenced about a 
partnership agreement that will provide 
benefits to the Toodyay community and social 
licence to Chalice. Council will continue to 
promote a focus on community values 
including community, environment, heritage 
and lifestyle. For information about Chalice's 
activities, please phone Derek Gardner on 
0438220526 or view the website at 
https://chalicemining.com/ 

Toodyay Walk Track Forum 
Judging by the enthusiastic response by 
attendees of the Toodyay Walk Track Forum 
on Sunday March 13, residents and visitors 
alike love walking in Toodyay and would like 
to see more trails developed. 
The Toodyay Friends of the River organised 
and hosted the event and featured 
presentations by walk track aficionados 
Peter Weatherly of the Avon Valley 
Environment Society and Greg Warburton 
from the Shire and Friends of the River. 
Helen Shanks of the Noongar Kaartdijin 
Aboriginal Corporation updated the 
attendees on the exciting Noongar Walk 
Trail proposal and highlighted the work that 
has already been achieved. 
Since the creation of the Bilya Walk Track by 
the Friends of the River several years ago the 
potential of further walk track development 
in Toodyay Shire has become a real talking 
point. 
The manifold benefits of walking tracks and 

trails are becoming increasingly recognised 
and valued across the state and Toodyay is 
well positioned to capitalise on its heritage, 
landscape, bush reserves and geographic 
location to become a real hub for this 
activity. 
The forum audience was invited to provide 
feedback and ideas and this data is currently 
being collated by the Friends of the River 
with the view of writing a Trails Master Plan 
for the Shire. 
It is envisaged that the first stage with be the 
construction of a Trail Head/Rest Station 
where information and maps direct people 
to the various walk track options on offer. 
The Friends of the River and the Shire would 
like to thank the presenters, organisers all 
those that attended and contributed to the 
success of the event. 
It has provided the encouragement and 
ideas to continue maintaining and 
developing walk trails in Toodyay. 

Congratulations Hugo 
on your new role 

Following an independent recruitment 
process, the Shire is pleased to announce 
the appointment of Hugo de Vos as 
Manager of Development and Regulation. 
This  is a senior  management ro le  
responsible for planning,  bui lding,  
environmental health and ranger services. 
Hugo is no stranger to the department 
having worked with the Shire since 2014 as 
Planning Officer and for the last ten months 
a s  Ac t i ng  Manage r  P l ann ing  and  
Development. Over this time he has seen 
the Shire and community respond to 
significant challenges; however, he is 
optimistic about the future. "Toodyay is a 
beautiful place, with wonderful character 
and wonderful characters. We are an 
eclectic community, and it is this diversity of 
landscapes, land uses and land users which 
makes it such an interesting community to 
work for." With the help of the Development 
and Regulation team, Hugo is excited about 
the positive steps they are taking in areas 
such as community consultation and policy 
development and is looking forward to 
talking to the community more in the future. 

Hugo De Vos 

The works depot staff have been busy finalising projects for the 2021/22 financial year. 

Toodyay Street 
Drainage works have been completed and 
road preparation works are continuing 
along a 1 km stretch between Connor Street 
and Harcourt Street. Concrete kerbing and 
seal works will commence early April. This 
will also include the construction of a 
Ferrecrete footpath along Toodyay Street 
from Reserve Street to Harcourt Street. 

Morangup Community Hall 
Works at the Morangup Community Hall 
have now been completed with the 
installation of a new water tank and sealing 
of the car park. 

Bindi Bindi Toodyay Road 
Drainage works have commenced on a 3km 
section of Bindi Bindi Toodyay Road 
commencing just past the Toodyay 
Cemetery. Drainage works are expected to 
be completed by May 2022. This is a Federal 
Black Spot funded program. 

Bindoon Dewars Pool Road 
Road  fo rmat ion  works  have  been  
completed on 2.6km stretch of Bindoon 
Dewars Pool Road. Seal treatment and line 
marking are anticipated to be completed in 
May 2022. 

Duidgee Park 
The new pendulum swing has arrived and 
we are currently waiting on materials to 
expand the soft fall area so the new swing 
can be installed. 
Designs are being finalised for additional 
footpaths to be installed at Duidgee Park. It 
is anticipated that works will be completed 
May 2022. 

Bindi Bindi Toodyay Road 
Shoulder widening works will commence on 
an 11.15km stretch of Bindi Bindi Toodyay 
Road between Bindoon Dewars Pool Road 
and One Man Road in early April 2022. 
Works are anticipated to be completed in 
June 2022. 

Stolen Benches & Seating 
There has been a recent spate of thefts at 
Extracts Weir, Dewars Pool Reserve and 
West Toodyay Reserve of benches and 
picnic tables. The Shire is currently replacing 
these items at a cost of $3,600. 
Should you witness removal of items, we 
encourage reporting the incident to the 
police and Shire as soon as possible. 
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Ragbags Quilting Group
Kerry Gregory

A BRIEF mention of the loss of a number of 
historic family quilts by a recent flood victim 
on TV has had me thinking about how we 
treasure and value our quilts.
 There are of course properly Certified 
Quilts appraised for insurance valuation 
purposes by highly skilled appraisers from 
establishments including WA Quilting 
Association and other textile related 
organisations.
 The general explanation of an insurance 
value of a quilt is basically the cost to replace 
it in a reasonable timeframe, including 
fabrics, wadding and such.
 Above that some quilts may be valued 
higher due to the execution of well-known 
complicated designs and even classic colours 
like blue and white.
 However, I’m pondering the value of 
much-loved quilts made by grandmothers, 
mothers, old aunts and friends.
 Very often these were completely hand 
sewn over many, many months or even 
years to commemorate special occasions and 
passed down through generations.
 Just like the loss of family photos, historic 
chinaware and even traditional christening 
gowns, our historic quilts are of high 
sentimental value which cannot be equated 
to dollars and cents; my heart goes out to that 
distressed lady on TV.
 My advice is don’t just put your quilts 
away; display them on walls, over couches 
and on your beds where you see and touch 
them daily, enjoying the heart-warming 
richness they bring to your life; we never 
know what may be just around the corner.
 The photo this month is a beautiful 
example of a highly valued family quilt 
made by Lorraine, one of our members, for 
her mother about 25 years ago, celebrating 
the family and life of her parents and eight 
siblings.
 The quilt displays family photos and 
includes signatures of all Lorraine’s siblings; 
a fine thing as handwriting is seldom 
preserved in this medium.
 The quilt has now passed to a second 

Historic quilts lost in floods
generation of the family and is treasured by 
Lorraine’s niece.
 As notified last month, in light of COVID- 
19 restrictions regular gatherings of the 
Ragbags Group have been postponed until 
May.
 However, should anyone be seeking 
information on quilting related matters in 
general, please contact either Gabrielle on 
9574 4503 or Kerry 9574 4470.

Mrs Alcock’s Family Quilt sewn by Lorraine Musielak.

 With fingers crossed we trust the Ragbags 
Group will reconvene from Wednesday 4 
May 2022 and thereafter the 1st and 3rd 
Wednesday of each month, at the St Stephens 
Anglican Church Hall, Stirling Terrace, 
Toodyay between 10am and 2pm.
 New members are most welcome. Please 
come along and join us; bring your quilt 
project or some hand sewing, knitting or 
crochet and share a happy cuppa with us.  

Toodyay Music Club
Jenny Edgecombe

AS ALWAYS the March meeting of Toodyay 
Music Club provided a great ‘booster shot’ 
for members and visitors in spite of the 
ongoing COVID-19 disruption to our lives.
 Apologies for the terrible pun but seriously 
every meeting does provide us with the 
stimulation of hearing new songs and old 
favourites.
 Joe chose some gentle love songs written 
by Bernard Carney, the wonderful singer-
songwriter who visited Toodyay many times 
in the old Folk Club days. 
 Your faithful correspondent also reached 
into the past, with Tsvite Teren, a haunting 
Ukrainian folk song: one of the first solo 
items she ever tackled at Music Club.
 Spencer’s lively Lord of the Dance was 
another song that had not been featured at 
the club for some years.
 We have all come to expect great blues 
music from Phil but my eyebrows shot up 
when I realised he had briefly broken into a 
blues version of Mary Had a Little Lamb.
 That was rather different from his usual 
choices but nonetheless entertaining.
 Collette contributed the lovely Australian 
song, That’s My Home, with a delicate guitar 
accompaniment.
 This month Brian produced a stirring 
Celtic battle song, The West’s Awake, which 
was much enjoyed by all.
 Maurice introduced some Baby Boomer 
nostalgia in the ever-popular Homeward 
Bound ,  with Eileen coming in very 
effectively in the chorus.
 Eileen’s own choice, The Old Lamplighter, 
showcased her voice beautifully. 
 Moya’s engaging performance of My 
Momma Done Told Me can only be described 
as ‘pert and perfect’. 
 My final choice for this selection of 
favourite items from last month is Peter’s 
foot-tapping rendition of I’m Beginning to 
See the Light.
 The April meeting will feature the normal 
free choice of acoustic songs, while the 
May meeting will have a theme of ‘Hills 
and Mountains’. Join us at the next Toodyay 
Music Club at 1pm Saturday April 9 at the 
CWA Hall on Stirling Terrace, Toodyay. Talk 
to Joe on 0400 862 694 for more information.

Ukraine folk song 
sets tone
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Selling in Toodyay?
List now and sell your home 

with GMAC Realty

Make FOR SALE 
into 

Call Greg Giddings for your free appraisal today on 0407 124 175

E: greggiddings@gmacrealty.net.au   Telephone Perth Office (08) 6110 4530

T/C RA 40705

Greg is backed by the 
GMAC Realty team with 
15 consultants in Perth 

and a Principal with over 
35 years experience 

SOLD

I live and 
work 

exclusively 
in the 

Toodyay 
area!

I live and 
work 

exclusively 
in the 

Toodyay 
area!

Safe and Scenic Toodyay Roads
Andrew St John

A KEY goal of our campaign is to recognise 
and promote the scenic value of Toodyay 
Road.
 It may not exactly match the adage that 
‘familiarity breeds contempt’ but for many 
of us who frequently travel up and down 
the road it is easy to under-appreciate the 
beauty of the splendid bush and rural scenery 
through which we drive.
 Until we lose it, of course, as was the case 
last year with the appalling devastation 
caused by large-scale roadworks and bare 
embankments at Jingaling Brook.
 Our group has had many conversations 
with occasional and new visitors to Toodyay 
who all say: “what a beautiful drive it is 
along Toodyay Road”.
 So now is the time to capitalise on that 
scenic value by preserving as much of 
Toodyay Road as is feasible and promoting 
it as a heritage trail.
 There are many tourist and heritage trails in 
WA so what would a Toodyay Road Heritage 
Trail look like and feature?
 Firstly, it would include some places for 
visitors to stop and enjoy that splendid bush 
together with some explanatory signs of what 
they may behold.
 There is plenty to see and talk about in 
terms of flora and fauna.
 Secondly, a heritage trail would highlight 
sites of key historical interest, again with 
appropriate signs and information.
 The Toodyay Historical Society and 
its members have done much to identify 
significant sites – now is the time to bring it 
to the attention of a broader public.
 These sites include Toodyay’s historic 
Ringa Railway Bridge, former wayside inns 
and remnants of the original convict-built 
road to Toodyay.
 Regular travellers will have noticed the 
Old Coach Road signposts criss-crossing 
Toodyay Road.

Toodyay Roadwise Committee
Cliff Simpson

ALL ROADS are not created equal and 
there are reasons for that.
 There is always comment on “the state of 
the roads” and here are a few factors that 
affect “fixing the roads.”
 There are three types of road manager in 
Toodyay: the State Government via Main 
Roads WA; Local Government; and private 
road owners.
 Local Government manages over 80 per 
cent of the Shire’s local roads, with limited 
funds.
 In the case of Toodyay’s 350 km of sealed 
local roads most problems could be termed 
legacy issues: the roads were built many 
years ago, following the natural contours 
of the land, and while that contributes to 
the charm of Toodyay, it does not make for 
safe high speed travel.
 Many of the problems with residential 
roads in Toodyay relate to drainage; water 
under a road can cause it to fail very 
quickly.
 While local access roads are of a concern 
to the Shire and residents, it is the rural 
residential roads and regional distributor 
roads that feature more in crash statistics.
 Car travel on these roads is generally at 
a higher speed.
 Current Austroads engineering standards 
include road safety considerations that 

Roadwise committee members meet at the Toodyay Community Resource Centre. 

Designing roads for charm not 
good for high speed travel

were simply not there when local roads 
were built, such as road width, geometry, 
and sight-lines in conjunction with high 
speed travel.
 The width of a road is important for many 
reasons. If a road is less than 5.5 metres 
wide, it usually won’t have a centre line, 
yet centre lines assist drivers to position 
the vehicle on the road.
 Most roads were not designed for use by 
heavy freight, which clearly does the most 
damage to the pavement.
 Another factor considered in rural road 
treatments is the numbers of daily motor 
vehicle kilometres travelled.
 As most local access and local distributor 
roads have light traffic numbers and are 
usually less than 5.5 metres in width, 
Main Roads WA does not conduct speed 
assessments.
 This is why such roads often have the 
de-restricted speed limit sign. 
 Local Governments conduct an annual 
program of road preservation, based on age 
and condition of the pavement and priority.
 Every year costs increase and contractors 
are in much demand.

‘Control hierarchy’
 If we think about the ‘hierarchy of 
control’ in Occupational Safety and Health 
terms, first we try to eliminate hazards.
If we can’t do that, change or reduce the 
hazard, and if we can’t do that, we change 
the way we do things.
 It is important to remember we can all 
do something to improve road safety. First 
and foremost, drive to the conditions of the 
road and weather.
 Keep left: on narrow roads be prepared 
for what may be coming around the bend, 
avoid hard braking on gravel shoulders.
 Our travel speed is a critical factor in 
driving to the conditions – the faster we 
travel, the further it takes to stop.
 Speed limit signs show the maximum 
speed you can drive in good conditions.
 Slow down in poor conditions. 
 Stay below the posted speed limit and 
you get to keep your licence. Sit on the 
edge and you could fall off.
  It is the speed limit, not the speed one 
has to drive at – consider those other road 
users who are driving below the limit. 
 They may be doing so for a reason – 
maybe they have accrued enough points to 
lose their licence if they go over, or their 
speedometer is not calibrated correctly, or 
they are unfamiliar with the road, or they 
are not in a hurry. 
 Their reason doesn’t matter – it is how 
we as other drivers react that matters.
 Driving just below the limit (5km/h) 
will take less than 60 seconds off a trip 
from Toodyay to Northam, or less than 5 
minutes on a trip from Toodyay to Perth. 

Group wants Toodyay Road to 
be designated a heritage trail

 Thirdly, and most importantly, there is 
a history to be told about what happened 
before colonisation and, given the extensive 
water courses that lie along the path of 
Toodyay Road, there are likely to be sites 
of Aboriginal significance.
 Representatives from our group, historical 
society members and Noongar people met 
last month to discuss how we can work 
together to develop a heritage trail concept.
 One conclusion is that more research 
and surveying is needed to determine the 
Aboriginal component, and we now have to 
find ways to organise those investigations.
 It is clear that there is plenty of material 
to contribute to what would be a rich and 
fascinating experience for Toodyay Road 
travellers and encourage more people from 
Perth and elsewhere to visit our town.
 Ideally, the concept of a tourist or heritage 
trail should have been incorporated into 
Mains Roads WA plans to improve the road 
back in 2015 but all that was sought at the 
time was “more passing lanes”.
 Responses to our group’s questions about 
the need to recognise Toodyay Road’s scenic 
value indicate that Main Roads WA has little 
appreciation of this value.
 Many in the Toodyay community have 
indicated that they want less ‘Great North 
Eastern Highway’ and more Margaret River-
style ‘Caves Road’, where scenic value is 
preserved and passing lanes improve road 
safety at points that involve less destruction 
of mature vegetation.
 You can find out more about our activities 
at www.sastr.com.au and support our 
campaign by joining an online petition.
 We are also collecting signatures at Makit 
Hardware, in Stirling Terrace, for a petition 
to the WA Legislative Council calling for 
a State Government review of all planned 
Toodyay Road “improvements”.
 Please include your residential address 
rather than a PO box number when you sign 
to ensure that your voice is heard in State 
Parliament.

Toodyay’s historic but largely unknown Ringa Bridge.
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Avon and Hills Mining Awareness 
Group 

LAST month AHMAG representatives 
met with the Appeals Convenor to discuss 
Chalice Mining’s application for a Native 
Vegetation Clearing Permit to give further 
access to drill in Julimar Conservation Park 
north-west of Toodyay.
 The convenor has to consider five appeals 
and whether to allow the permit to proceed 
as granted, recommend further conditions for 
the permit or to allow the appeals and reject 
the permit.
 AHMAG advocated that the clearing 
permit should be rejected because numerous 
clearing principles would be breached and 
that it was ‘the thin edge of the wedge’ leading 
to a large open-cut mining operation which 
would totally compromise the ecological 
integrity of Julimar and surrounding areas.
 Once the convenor’s report is complete 
the Minister for Environment and Climate 
Action will make a decision (although 
the permit was originally granted by the 
Department of Mines and Petroleum – 
putting the fox in charge of the hen house).
 With this in mind AHMAG wrote to 
Minister of Mines and Petroleum Bill 

Toodyay Garden Club
Daphne Lee

HELLO gardeners. As I type this we are 
having a touch of rain; bring it on – go 
away summer.
 A lot has happened since last month’s 
Herald.
 We have had another lovely sundowner 

Five clearing appeals delay Chalice permit to drill
Johnston (as well as Premier Mark McGowan 
and other government ministers) seeking an 
urgent meeting with Mr Johnston.
 AHMAG is alarmed at the collapse of 
proper government process and the widely 
held assumption that ‘it’s going to happen’.
 This statement has been made directly to 
AHMAG by government MPs, government 
agencies and Chalice Mining.
 As yet, it appears that the current drilling 
programme in the Julimar Conservation 
Park, supported by the confidential Chalice 
Conservation Management Plan, has not 
been subjected to any process of scrutiny by 
the community.
 How can ‘it’ be ‘going to happen’ ahead of 
the ‘robust processes’ required for such an 
environmentally and socially controversial 
project?
 If you care about the impact of mining 
on the six threatened species, including the 
critically endangered Woylie, which live 
in the Julimar Conservation Park please 
consider becoming a member of AHMAG.
 It’s cheaper than chips at $10 per person.
 In the meantime stay in touch at 
facebook.avon/hills or write to PO Box 111 
Gidgegannup WA 6083. Julimar Conservation Park is home to the critically endangered Woylie. Photo: WWF 

Australia.

Garden club committee:(rear, from left) Stephanie Bain, Daphne Lee, Hamish Dobie and Dot Dobie; (middle): Judy Rowston and Jan 
Ackroyd; (front) Wendy Longman, Annette Bazley, Liz Tayler and Russty Tayler.

Gardeners welcome rain ─ bring it on

in Duidgee Park which was the start to our 
garden club calendar.
 It was an enjoyable night well attended 
by members, with Sheena winning the 
amazing door prize made by the very 
talented Russty.
 Well done both of you.
 Our AGM was also well attended by 
members. Thank you all for coming and 
thanks to people who brought morning tea.
 It was lovely.
 We said farewell to our very capable 
secretary Stephanie and thanked her for 
all the time and effort she has put into our 
club, so very much appreciated, Steph.
 Also farewell to Dot who had stepped up 
during the year to take on the treasurer’s 
position and did a superb job. Thank you, 
Dot.
 We have to say thank you and farewell 
to our very capable vice president Kathy 
and wish her well on her future travels. 
You will be in our thoughts, Kathy. Enjoy.
 Saying all that Steph then took on the 
vice presidents role and Dot has become 
our new secretary. Thank you ladies.
 A big welcome to Wendy Longford who 
has taken on the treasurer’s role. Hope you 
enjoy your time with us.
 All committee members were re-elected 
and we are lucky to have Hamish staying 
on as president.

 Toodyay Garden Club is very blessed 
to have members willing to help make 
this the great club it is by taking on all the 
necessary positions to ensure its longevity.
 April 7 was our first garden visit out to 
Longford at 5309 Toodyay Road Toodyay.
 As the paper will come out the same 
day, I will also mention that our May 5 
visit is to Fiona Lee-Steere’s garden at 
Hawthornden.
 We hope to see you all there and welcome 
new members.
 Please note: vaccinated members only.
 Please contact me on 0416 281 230 for 
any more information

Toodyay Probus Club
Norm Green

According to last month’s guest speaker Geoff 
Thomas the position of the disappearing 
airliner MH370 is known and it is in a 4000m 
deep trench in the Australian Search Zone 
1933 km west of Perth.
 The plane’s transponder and ATAR were 
turned off but the path of the plane was 
plotted because a piece of equipment called 
INMARSAT can never be switched off and 
is continually transmitting and receiving.
 Due to inspection of some wreckage it was 
established that the flaperons had not been 
put into the landing position.
 The crash must have been deliberate.
 It is a commonly held view that Malaysia 
does not want the plane found but there is 
another major search to be conducted this 
year.
 This time they will use much improved 
equipment including an undersea sub that 
can go down that far and they will start with 
a pretty exact location.
 Our speaker, Geoff, was the first domestic 
male flight attendant and was told that he 
should shave his legs.
 He also related how he gave up a luxury 
trip on the Concorde because it clashed with 
his daughter’s 5th birthday.
 As an aviation journalist he was banned 
three times from travelling on Qantas 
because they didn’t like what he wrote about 
them.
 At our next meeting we will be having 
some dinner followed by a ‘debate’ with ‘for’ 
and ‘against’ teams of three members each.
 This is something new for us so let’s hope 
it provides some entertainment.
 The topic is ‘Modern technology is a 
boon’. 
 An outing to Bindoon Museum is also 
planned later this month, with morning tea 
and lunch.
 Our secretary, Colin Yandell, had a 
moment of fame on March 19 when he had 
a special article on his passion of making 
horse drawn vehicles in the Play section of 
The West Australian newspaper.
 Please contact Joan Bath if you would like 
to come along at 0417 171 606 or joanbath@
bigpond.com

Geoff told to 
shave his legs
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CURTAINS AND BLINDS

COMPUTER

GB’s PC’s
FOR MOBILE COMPUTER

REPAIRS AND UPGRADES

For virus and spyware removal, 
hardware repair, system upgrades 

and quotes on new PC’s

Call Glen or Vicki on 9572 9170
or 0409 904 994

email gbpc@iinet.net.au

COMPUTER SERVICE

CONCRETE

Ron Jones
PO Box 164
Toodyay WA 
Phone/Fax
9574 2087

BUILDERS      OWNER BUILDERS      HOME RENOVATORS

we supply...
Plasterboard & Accessories

Fibrous Cement Sheeting and Insulation
Plasterboard Installation 

Fix, Flush, Cornice & Sand

CEILINGS
TRADES AND SERVICES

• Detailed earth works  • Drainage and pipework
• Horse arenas and round yards • Laser level cut and fill
• Driveways and Remediation works
• General trenching (pipes, Cables, footings)
• Block clean-ups and stump removal

• 7t Tip truck 
• 4t Excavator (with tilt hitch)
• S160 Bobcat plus attachments

Brett Schutz

0448 227 758
ABN 51 136 196 802  /  PO Box 1540 Toodyay 6566  /  Email: bnearthworks@gmail.com

MACHINES

EARTHWORKS

Toodyay Curtains & Blinds Buy direct and bank the difference

Holland Blinds, Vertical Drapes
Awnings, Venetians, Panel Glides
Curtains and Tracks, Roller Shutters 
and much more!

Phone: Paul Hodgkiss 

0409 812 671
Email: paulhodgy@outlook.com

DOG GROOMING EARTHMOVING

CLEANING

iClean on-site

All enquiries & quotes contact Samara on 0457 843 476 email: swishy@hotmail.com

Offering A Reliable, 
Prompt and Affordable 

Cleaning Service
Commercial, Domestic 

Cleaning and
Gardening Services

Specialising in internal 
electrical ofce

equipment cleansing

email: icos.sam@outlook.com

Greg 0407 915 734
Email: fawksie28@gmail.com

• Plasterboard 

• Ceilings & Walls

Install • Flush  

Cornice • Sand

• Repairs

cGup--Tec

CEILINGS

CEILINGS

CONTAINERS FOR CHANGE

ELECTRICIAN

ELECTRICAL

CLEANING

ELECTRICIAN

GOOMALLING / TOODYAY

CONTAINERS FOR CHANGE

Contact James and Annette on 0458 260 273
Email: xtremerhinoenterprises@gmail.com

62 Main Street Goomalling
www.goomallingcontainersforchange.com

Helping You 
Become a 

Change Maker

Will be closed over Easter weekend 

Good Friday15th April and 

Saturday 16th April. 

We'll be back on Tuesday 

the 19th April.
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Python Watch
Desraé Clarke

THE BROAD-BANDED Sandswimmer is 
one of two species in this genus with both 
animals found in arid/semi-arid areas in 
Western Australia.
 The Broad-banded Sandswimmer is found 
in the southern portion of our State including 
the Shire of Toodyay.
 If disturbed these creatures instantly burrow 
into soil with a ‘swimming’ movement.
 The Broad-banded Sandswimmer grows 
to a snout vent length (SVL is the length 
between the tip of the snout and vent area 
between the two back legs) of approximately 
10cms with the long, slender tail measuring 
up to one and a half times the SVL.
 This beautiful lizard is very shiny in 
appearance.
 It has a ground colour that varies from an 
orange-brown to a rich golden-brown.
 This is overlain by an evenly spaced but 
irregular, broken and branched formation of 
banding, dark brown to a purple-brown in 
colour, extending from the back of the neck 
to the end of the tail as shown in the photo.
 This small reptile has a pointy nose and 
very bright eyes that have a moveable 
lower lid for protection when ‘swimming’ 
through the sand, usually to escape possible 
predation.
 The ear hole is extremely small and does 
not have lobules, the tiny lobes that protrude 
from the front of the ear in many reptiles.
 The Broad-banded Sandswimmer shelters 
during the day, beneath rocks, in leaf litter, 
or shallow burrows under logs and may be 
crepuscular (active during sunrise or sunset) 
or nocturnal when it ventures out to feed on 
termites.
 It lays clutches of 3 to 7 eggs.

Toodyay Friends of the River
Bridget Leggett 

THE WALK Track Forum was a huge 
success by any measure: the quality of the 
talks, interest from the community and the 
level of engagement was high.
 The range of ideas contributed by 
participants and the enthusiastic feedback 
received showed there is a real interest in 
Toodyay Walk Tracks.
 The Friends were thrilled with how the 
forum went and have great material with 
which to work.
 Held in the CWA hall on 13 March 2022, 
the numbers were limited to 37 because 
of COVID-19 and the forum was fully 
subscribed before the day.
 Of those attending, about one third were 
Friends and the rest were members of the 
broader community.
 Greg Warburton spoke about the various 
walk tracks and trails in the Toodyay Shire 
and their history, including the popular Bilya 
Walk Track created by the Friends of the 
River nearly 10 years ago.
 Greg strongly promoted the idea of 
building a trail head as a central point for 
commencing the various walks, with maps, 
information, shelter and seating for walkers.
 Peter Weatherly from the Avon Valley 
Environment Society told of his 30 years 
advocating for and developing walk tracks 
in the Northam Shire.
 Currently, the group maintains about 70 
kilometres of walk tracks including the 
20-kilometre Dorntj Koorliny (Walking 
Together) Track and sections of the Kep 
Track.
 Peter enthusiastically talked about the 
benefits of using walk tracks for everything 
from health benefits to appreciating nature 
and increasing tourism.
 The Shire of Northam is currently creating 

Bird of the Month
Desraé  Clarke

LAST month the presented species was the 
tiny Mistletoe Bird. Unfortunately, the owner 
of the photo, Georgina Steytler, who had 
given me permission to use her image was not 
recognised.
 Currently the Avon River is a series of small, 
scattered muddy pools with a variety of species 
observed both in the water and along its edges.
 The 33 to 38cm Black-winged, or Pied Stilt 
is one such bird usually found either in pairs 
or small groups.
 The back of its head, back and wings are 
black with a white band separating the neck 
from the back and wings.
 The remainder of the body is white.
 It has a long, fine black bill, a red eye and 
extremely long, spindly legs that trail behind 
in flight. 
 The Black-winged Stilt forages in and around 

Muddy pools attract Stilts

Walk tracks gain traction with community

Lizard ‘swims’ into sand 
when disturbed

 Several years ago I was told a number of 
Broad-banded Sandswimmers were observed 
chasing mice, causing the little creatures to 
squeak and squeal.
 Since that time there have been other 
reports of similar happenings.
 Another story told to me was of a pair 
of Sandswimmers who freely entered the 
kitchen of a home to share the family cats’ 
biscuits. When asked what the cats thought 
of the intrusion I was told they just sat and 
observed the visitors.
 All sightings are gratefully received by the 
Toodyay Naturalists’ Club to be recorded for 
future reference.

An excellent example of the marking on the Broad-banded Sandswimmer. Photo: Sue Eldridge.

 Pied Stilt. Photo: Wayne Clarke.

the pools jabbing its needle-like bill into the 
mud for prey of water mites, small insects, 
crustaceans, molluscs, worms and some 
vegetable matter.
 Breeding is usually from August to December 
with advantage also taken of rain events in the 
north and inland.
 The nest may be a depression in the mud near 
the water’s edge, on an island in a swamp of 
damp vegetation or a small platform of water 
plants among dead bushes.
 Both parents incubate the three to four dull 
green or stone-coloured eggs, which are heavily 
marked with dark brown and black, over 
approximately twenty-five days.
 The young leave the nest within hours of 
hatching.
 The Black-winged Stilt has a call not 
dissimilar to that of a ‘yap’ of a puppy.
 It often moves to new feeding grounds at 
night with its ‘yapping’ call announcing its 
movement.

a Trails Master plan.
 Helen Shanks from Noongar Kaartdijin 
Aboriginal Corporation spoke about the 
proposed Noongar Trail which will have 
ten places of interest with appropriate 
interpretive signage.
 This project builds on existing installations 
at Red Banks Pool, Pelham Lookout and the 
Aboriginal Burial Ground and is supported 
by the Shire through its Reconciliation 
Action Plan. 
 Ideas from participants were collected three 
ways – from the general discussion which 
followed the speakers, from feedback sheets, 
and on post-it stickers which participants put 
on the charts around the room as ideas came 
to them. 
 The ideas included major initiatives such 
as a walk and trail-running track from 
Walyunga through the Avon Valley National 
Park to Toodyay or Northam. 
 The need for improved access was 
recognised as a priority, as was the need 
for more interpretive signage including 
information on Aboriginal culture.
 Ideas generated also included practical, 

small-scale improvements which may be 
able to be implemented immediately.
 Some of these were signage at the 
Drummondi Drive end of the walk track in 
Majestic Heights, picnic tables in Leeder St, 
West Toodyay and a seat in the Rugged Hills 
Reserve.
 It was generally agreed that a Master Plan 
for walk tracks in Toodyay is needed.
 There is also a need for a plan for the whole 
of the Avon Valley, something like the SW 
MTB Master Plan that exists for mountain 
biking.
 Toodyay Friends of the River will be 
working to produce a report of the forum, 
and then to implement the ideas as resources 
become available. 
 Our monthly working bees resume in April.
 These will be held on Sunday April 10 and 
Monday April 11 commencing at 8.00 am.
 For details of the meeting place and 
scheduled work please see the notice board 
outside Drummond House, next to the 
Bendigo Bank, or email info@toodyayfor.
org.au.

Participants at the Walk Tracks Forum. Photos: Bridget Leggett.
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WHEN AND WHERE
AIR FORCE
AAFC 708 Squadron
Australian Air Force Cadets 12½-17yrs, 
Building J1, Northam Army Camp Great 
Eastern Hwy. Friday 6.30-9.30pm school 
term. 708squ@cadetnet.gov.au.

ARTS/CRAFTS/HISTORY/GAMES
Arts Toodyay
1st Tuesday monthly 7.30pm, The Old 
Police Station, Duke Street North. Graham 
Boston 0438 919 932.
Avon Woodturners Group
Every Sunday and Wednesday 9am-noon. 
Toodyay Junction, Railway Parade.
Ragbags Quilting Group
1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month. St 
Stephen’s Hall 10am-2.30pm. 9574 4503.
The Crooked Needle
Friday Morning Craft - Fridays, 9.30am to 
noon, CWA Hall, Stirling Terrace. $3.50. 
Contact Jan on 0407 083 079 or Annette 
on 9574 2332.
Toodyay Historical Society
Meets third Wednesday, (not Dec), 7pm, 
St Stephen’s Church Hall, Stirling Terrace. 
Drummond House (next to Bendigo Bank) 
open Sat 10am-noon. Research Centre 
open by appointment. Beth Frayne 9574 
5971 or secretary.2j.ths@gmail.com.
Web: www.toodyayhistoricalsociety.org.
au
Toodyay Spinners
Every Wednesday, Saturdays 1st and 3rd 
of month, 9am to noon, Parker’s Cottage, 
Showgrounds. Gail Williams 9622 3411.
Toodyay Theatre Group
For details David Mitchell 0400 283 425.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Toodyay Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry
Check Facebook for details or contact 
2jchamber@gmail.com.

CHURCHES
Anglican Church
10am Sundays weekly. St Stephen’s 
Church 0455 543 888.
Catholic Church
St John the Baptist, Toodyay. Saturday 
Vigil 5pm.
Faith Christian Fellowship
Sundays 9.30am. Corner Grey and 
Wellington Streets, Northam 9622 1324 
or fcfnortham@westnet.com.au.
Bakers Hill Fellowship
Meets every Sunday at 10am. Bakers Hill 
Primary School Music Room. Pastor Peter 
Booth 0417 945 725.
Toodyay Baptist Church
10.30am Sunday at 18 Stirling Terrace, 
Toodyay. Phone 9574 4546. 
Uniting Church 
10am St Stephen’s Church, Toodyay.

EDUCATION/SCOUTS/
PLAYGROUPS ETC
Avon Valley Home Education Collective 
Sharon Pegrum 0466 430 979. 
avonvalleyhomeeducation.wordpress.
com.
Bizzy Bees
Pre-kindy for 3-year-olds. Mondays 9am 
-11am, Toodyay DHS. Jessica Donovan 
0407 128 105.
Cubs, Joeys and Scouts
(School term) Youth Hall, Showgrounds, 
Cubs and Joeys 4-5.30pm Scouts, Thursday 
6-8pm 9574 2363.
Morangup Playgroup
Morangup Community Hall, Wallaby Way, 
Morangup. Wednesdays 9.30-11.30am. 
Emma Whately 9572 9376.
Toodyay District High School P and C
Meets Tuesday of week 5 each term at 
5.30pm in the TDHS staff room. Kelly-
Anne Murray 0406 585 716.
Toodyay Playgroup
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9-11am. 
Wednesdays Bubs Play 10am-12pm. 
Jessica Donovan, 0407 128 105

EMERGENCY SERVICES
Bejoording Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
3rd Friday of the month at 5.45pm at the
Bejoording Fire Shed.
Coondle-Nunile Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade
2nd Saturday October to April, June and 
August, 5pm Coondle Fire Shed.
Julimar Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Meets 3rd Saturday 6pm Julimar Fire 
Shed, Training Sunday 10am.

Morangup Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
3rd Saturday 5.30pm at 3 Wallaby 
Way, Morangup. Sharon Gamble or 
secretarymvbfb@gmail.com.
Toodyay Central Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade
2nd Tuesday 7.30pm at Toodyay Fire and 
Emergency Services Centre.
Toodyay State Emergency Service
4th Tuesday, 3 Wallaby Way, Morangup. 
Local Manager – Jeff Venn 0438 490 331.
toodyayseslocalmanager@gmail.com.
Toodyay Volunteer Fire and Rescue
1st Monday Fire Station 7.30pm.

ENVIRONMENT
Avon Valley Environmental Society
3rd Friday monthly noon. Wheatbelt 
Natural Resource Management Centre, 
269 Fitzgerald Street, Northam. Janet 
Wilkinson 9574 5947.
Earth Solutions - Avon Valley
2nd Tuesday (not Jan) at 6pm. Old 
Northam Railway Station, 425 Fitzgerald 
Street Northam. Karen 0438 223 886, 
Belle 0478 641 463, or email bellem@
westnet.com.au.
Toodyay Friends of the River (TFOR)
2nd Sunday or following Monday. 9am 
(winter); 8am (summer). Details on TFOR 
noticeboard outside Drummond House. 
0427 556 863. Email: info@tfor.org.au.
Toodyay Garden Club
1st Thursday 10am. Phone President: 
Hamish Dobie 0423 115 204 or email
toodyaygardenclub@gmail.com for next 
venue.
Toodyay Naturalists’ Club
Meets 3rd Saturday. Call 9574 5574 or 
info@toodyaynats. org.au.

FARMERS MARKET
Toodyay Farmers Market
3rd Sunday of each month. 0487 440 754. 
toodyayfarmers market@gmail.com.

FESTIVALS
Toodyay Moondyne Festival
moondynecommittee@gmail.com.

HEALTH
Australian Breastfeeding Association
2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 3 Elizabeth Place, 
Northam 10am-noon. 3rd Tuesday 
Toodyay Playgroup noon-2pm. Louise 
9574 0229.
Child Health Clinic
Tuesdays and Wednesdays.  Bree Byfield. 
9621 0100
Memory Café
Toodyay Forget Me Not Memory Café 2nd 
Tuesday of each month (10am-noon) at the 
Toodyay Bakery.
Toodyay Men’s Shed
Monday, Thursday and Saturday, 8.30am–
noon at Harper Road. Phone Graham Hill,
0417 181 785.

MINIATURE RAILWAY
Toodyay Miniature Railway
Operates Easter Saturday and thereafter 
on 1st and 3rd Sundays until November. 
Phone President Mark 0424 281 770.

MUSIC
The Toodyay Community Singers
CWA Hall, Stirling Terrace at 7pm 
Thursday nights. Anne-Marie Millar 
0408 364 918.
Duidgee Chorale
Tuesdays 7-9pm. St Stephen’s Church 
Hall. Patricia 0405 242 483.
Toodyay Music Club
2nd Saturday 1pm CWA Hall, Ring Joe, 
0400 862 694.

PROGRESS ASSOCIATION
Morangup Progress Association
Chairperson: Petar Drazic. Hall Hire: 
0472 975 593 www.morangupmpa.com.
au.

SENIORS
Autumn Club
Wednesday 1-4pm Toodyay Sports 
Pavilion Glenyce Bosnjak 9574 4587.
Butterly Cottages
2nd Friday monthly. Jenny Perkins. Email: 
butterly2j@gmail.com.
Fitness and Fun for The Over 55s
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 9am, 
Youth Hall at showgrounds.
Ida’s Hideaway
Saturdays 1-4pm Toodyay Community 
Resource Centre. Ring Ann Sinclair 0407 
775 459.

Probus Club of Toodyay
Meetings monthly on second Tuesday at 
3pm at Freemasons Hotel. President Joan 
Bath 0417 171 606 Secretary Colin Yandell 
9574 5943.
Silver Chain Social Centre
Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays
Toodyay Community Centre, 78 Stirling 
Terrace. Information 1300 650 803.

SERVICE ORGANISATIONS
Country Women’s Association
4th Thursday 1pm CWA Hall. Bookings 
call Bev Casey on 9574 2874.
RSL Toodyay Sub-Branch
Meetings 2022: Feb 12, Apr 9, May 7, 
July 23, Sept 10 (AGM), Oct 15 and Dec 
10  held Saturdays 1300 at the Memorial 
Hall, Toodyay. Bob Wood 0412 681 794.
Safer Toodyay Inc
Chair: Cr Brian Rayner. Email: secretary@
safertoodyay.org.au.
Toodyay Lions Club
1st and 3rd Tuesdays Freemasons Hotel. 
Clint Fricker, Secretary, 0423 226 898.
Toodyay Masonic Lodge
4th Thursday Masonic Hall Fiennes St 
7.30pm. Graham Barber, 9574 5717.
Toodyay Red Cross
2nd Monday February, May, August and 
November Anglican Hall 1.30pm.
Toodyay RoadWise Committee
2nd Wednesday of month at 9.30am at 
the Toodyay Police Station. Bob Neville, 
0419 853 160.

SPORT
Toodyay Bowling Club
Ladies play Wednesdays at 8.30am contact 
Maureen Adams 9574 4752. Men have 
a roll up on Wednesday at 3pm contact 
Laurie Chitty 95742394. All welcome.
Avon Valley Adult Riding Club
4th Saturday (February-November) at 
Northam. Tina 0499 030 177.
Mortlock Pony Club
1st Sunday February to November at 
Goomalling. Tanzi 0427 859 493.
Toodyay Golf Club
Summer Season Scroungers on Sundays 
at 9am – Bruce 9574 5243 or Roma 9574 
5534. 
Avon Valley Shotokan Karate Club
Wednesdays at Youth Hall, Showgrounds. 
Peewees 3.45-4.30pm, juniors 4.30-
5.30pm, seniors 6-7.30pm. Email 
avonvalleyshotokan@gmail.com.
Toodyay Soccer Club
Mondays 4-5.30pm in terms 2 and 3. For 
ages 5-15yrs. toodyaysoccer@gmail.com.
Toodyay Tennis Club
Winter social days - Tuesdays 9am, 
Wednesdays 7pm - check our facebook page 
@ToodyayTennisClub for confir-mation of 
play or cancellations. toodyaytennisclub@ 
gmail.com.

Classifieds

Public Notices

Birthdays
Happy Birthday Cutie. Hope you love 
your present.Love from everyone at Roo 
Corner. XXXXX.

For Sale
FLYSCREENS – timber framed and 
needing repair or repainting and new 
flywire. Please call Bruce 0418 929 476

STRAW bales. High density, great for 
garden mulch or animal bedding.  1.2m x 
1.2m x 2.4m. Pick up $70, delivery extra. 
Phone or text Tim 0417 991 302.

Dance Classes
ZUMBA!!! Enjoyable dance and exercise 
class with great music and enthusiastic 
teacher Sharee. Get fit! Have fun! Just 
come along. Newcomers are always 
welcome. Every Wednesday (except 
during school holidays) 6pm - 7.15pm. 
$15. CWA Hall, Stirling Terrace Toodyay.

Livestock 
ARTIFICIAL insemination of cows plays 
an important role in modern dairy and beef 
breeding. 
 To milk producers and stud breeders 
alike it offers the ultimate flexibility of 
access to international blood lines and the 
opportunity to trial different breeds of bull 
for commercial purposes without major 
capital outlay.
 With careful forethought and planning, 
artificial breeding can be useful in many 
situations. Contact Jeremy (0450 366 530) 
or Jean (0478 037 315) to find out more.

AA ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 
Web:  aa.org.au
Finding it hard to control your drinking? 
We understand and together have found 
a solution. We meet here Tuesday nights 
7pm: Salvos Building, Elizabeth Place, 
Northam. All welcome. Lifts from 
Toodyay available. Ring/text 0432 403 
425 for enquiries.

VINTAGE VEHICLES
Avon Valley Vintage Vehicle Assoc
3rd Saturday 10.30am at old engineer’s 
quarters next to Northam Railway 
Museum, Fitzgerald Street, Northam 
9622 5932.

Lions Club of Toodyay
John Pearce

THE TOODYAY Lions Club was 
planning to hold our annual auction at 
the town oval on Saturday March 19.
 However, two weeks prior to this 
date we made the decision to cancel 
due to the uncertainty bought about by 
COVID-19.
 At the time, health department 
modelling suggested that COVID-19 
infection throughout WA would peak on 
or about the date of our auction.
 We are disappointed to have cancelled 
the auction, but we felt it was our 
responsibility to err on the side of 
caution with regard to public safety. 
 At the time we believed that COVID-19 
hesitancy would result in a reluctance for 
people to enter items into the auction 
and/or a reluctance to attend the auction.
 If COVID-19 was not already in 
Toodyay, we ran the risk of bringing it 
in and if already here, we did not want 
the auction to be a Covid super-spreader 
event 
 A considerable amount of pre-planning 
had already taken place prior to the 
decision to cancel.
 To that end, we would like to thank 
Tony Maddox, Aart Van Logtenstein, 
Jess Corby, Brenton Chrimes, Jaedyn 
Turner and Nuala Ennis, along with 

Shire Community Development Officer 
Daniel Hobley. 
 The most disappointing aspect of our 
decision to cancel was that the advertised 
auction beneficiaries would miss out on 
the financial support that would have 
been generated by the auction.
 We believe that the TDHS Chaplaincy, 
Toodyay Locals Care and the Toodyay 
Community Resource Centre already 
make such important contributions to 
the wellbeing of the community.
 COVID-19 is causing major disruption 
to our family and working lives and that 
will put extra pressure on the services of 
the three above mentioned beneficiaries.
 Accordingly, the Toodyay Lions Club 
has taken the decision to draw down on 
existing funds in order to financially 
support these three very worthy causes. 
 We have also decided to make a 
financial contribution to the Lions Club 
of Lismore, which was the very first 
Lions Club formed in Australia.
 Lismore was just one of many towns 
that were devastated by the Eastern 
States floods.
 When I rang and spoke to the club 
secretary, they had been cooking and 
providing food to people affected by the 
floods, volunteers and ADF personnel 
for 15 days straight with no end in sight 
at that stage.

Auction canned to avoid risk

mailto:secretary.2j.ths@gmail.com
http://www.toodyayhistoricalsociety.org.au
http://www.toodyayhistoricalsociety.org.au
mailto:2jchamber@gmail.com
mailto:info@toodyaynats.org.au
mailto:toodyaytennisclub@gmail.com
mailto:toodyaytennisclub@gmail.com
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BRAIN TEASERS

Crosscode is a logic puzzle. Each letter is a number. Begin by 
guessing the first word and placing the additional letters into the 
crosscode. Keep guessing words/letters until completed.

Cryptic Clues

Easy

Sudoku is based on the logical placement of numbers. Sudoku doesn’t require any calculation nor special math 
skills; all that is needed are brains and concentration. Every number from 1 to 9 must appear in each of the nine 
columns, nine rows and the nine 3x3 boxes.

Sudoku

Hard

Crosscode Combo Crossword

Notes
Puzzle solutions Page 31

5 5 1 21 5 11 26

2 15 11 3 9 23 9 18 15 14 24 11 19 5

9 11 9 1 11 17 12

21 8 11 25 10 18

O
1 14 19

D
22 14 10 8 25

8 15 22 1 8 14

11 5 5 14 24 9 8 1 2

L
8 11 19 22 5

19 11 25 19 9

22 9 21 9 19 22 5 22 26 5 12 14 5 5

24 20 11 24 9

12 1 24 21 11 18 9 22 11 5 5 26 5 3

3 9 9 23 10 16

7 26 19 12 24 9 11 19 26 19 10 13 14 8

1 3 1 19 19 18 9

26 19 4 9 12 3 12 15 9 24 26 12 11 8

5 22 9 9 22 24 6

4 1

7

3 9 5

6 8 7 1

5 6 3

2

5 4 8 2

6 5

1 9 6

9 8 3 7 4

1 3

4

1 8

4 1 6 7 5

7 6

8 3

4 7 9

2 5 8 9 7

O
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

L
8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21

D
22 23 24 25 26

ACROSS
2   Brochure
6   Above
7   Noisier
10 Glossy coating
11 Stratagem
12 Lessens
15 Disturbance
18 Protect from harm
20 “The Black Prince”
21 Consumes food
22 Bunk framework

DOWN
1   Flat
2   Basic surface paint
3   Pamper
4   Period of time
5   Female sheep
8   Grime
9   Employed again
10 Cope with
13 Till the soil (US)
14 ... the Great
16 Doing nothing
17 Faucets
19 Brief record

ACROSS
2   A circular booklet
6   The set of six is finished
7   More deafening - and more obtrusive
     to look at!
10 When a Melburnian conceals the hard
     white covering of the teeth
11 Soundly regrets an artifice
12 Reduces the value of recipe ingredients
     instead
15 Some charioteers take to the streets
18 Safeguard homemade fenders briefly
20 The “Confessor” drew back from the
     commercial
21 Each of the heartless types has a meal
22 That which supports the mattress is
     otherwise best dead

DOWN
1   Parts of the venetians are level
2   Fussy about returning a sealant
3   Have Mary cook eggs in water and treat 
     with indulgent care
4   Wash ourselves in sixty minutes
5   Lamb producers found in the west
8   Industrial fine particles of dirt
9   Operated once more - thereafter 
     secondhand
10 Put up with experience
13 Cultivate to keep lower inside
14 Two fellows joined Mr Hitchcock
16 They say a graven image is out of work
17 Lightly touches spigots
19 A distinctive vocal sound back on the
     last minute

YEAR JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC TOTAL
2019 1.8 0 5.8 15.4 8.7 125.7 128.4 66.3 13.4 15.2 6.0 0 386.7
2020 0 31.6 9.8 6.4 38.2 48.9 43.7 61.8 30.2 5.9 48.8 3.5 328.8
2021 0.03 17.3 137.3 11.1 121.7 30.4 154.2 70.3 39 61.6 2.2 0 645.13
2022 31.7 4.5 14 50.2

Average 11.50 12.50 20.00 26.20 66.40 97.80 101.60 79.60 48.00 31.40 15.00 9.40 519.40

Toodyay Rainfall
Recordings and average commenced on  1/1/1877
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Toodyay Naturalists’ Club
Desraé Clarke

THE MORNING of Saturday March 5 was 
just the weather for an enjoyable walk along 
Julimar Road verge in the vicinity of the 
Dawn Atwell Reserve – to collect litter.
 Litter can be devastating to wildlife.
 Creatures, especially small reptiles, can 
become stuck in drink cans, (as has been 
reported) and wildlife eating unsuitable 
food and wrappings can result in dire 
consequences.
 Help us by not disposing of your rubbish 
in this inconsiderate fashion.
 Mike Griffiths, a Wetlands Restoration 
Officer of the Peel-Harvey Catchment, was 
guest speaker at the March 19 meeting.
 Commencing with the history of the 
catchment Mike stated there is firm evidence 
of the wide use of the wetlands by the 
original inhabitants, the Noongar peoples.
 The change in land use with the 
commencement of European settlement in 
the 1830s was that of clearing for agriculture 
on an unsuitable wetland landscape.
 It was a tortuous, destructive journey of 
de-snagging, straightening and damming 

Marsupial Mammas and Pappas
Brian Foley

IT WAS mentioned to us that as our group 
grows, people hear about us and realise that 
something can be done for injured or orphaned 
wildlife, and they will ring us instead of leaving 
it to suffer.
 I hope this is the case and not that more 
animals are being injured as this month has 
been challenging.
 A number of animals had to be euthanised, 
we are having many kangaroos being hit on our 
roads and just being left to die a horrible death.
 Many times these interactions cannot be 
avoided but travelling slower through known 
kangaroo areas during early morning and early 
evening will reduce these killings.
 We do get the calls from those who hit these 
animals but that is a rarity.
 We ask, that if you hit an animal or bird please 
stop and if it’s alive ring Brian 0419 933 721 
or the Rangers.
 It is coming time when the joeys from road 
kills will be sufficiently developed as to be 
viable.
 We will be obtaining “kangaroo pouch 
checking kits” that will be available for 
collection at no cost from our Toodyay Farmers 
Market Stall.

Motorists leave too many roos 
to die on local roads

 Deaths have occurred due to kangaroos and 
bobtails being attacked by dogs off lead, if you 
walk your dog in bush areas, keep them on a 
leash.
 It has come time for us to have a dedicated 
self-contained wildlife hospital in lieu of 
using rooms at various premises, so we have 
purchased an insulated container that we will 
fit out.
 The first job is a new floor, then windows, air 
conditioner and electrical.
 We are asking for donations of suitable 
windows or if you have an air conditioner that 
you would like to donate, please contact us. 
Cash will also be accepted.
 We would also like to have it painted in a 
wildlife theme.
 So, any talented graffiti artists or others with 
suitable skills who would like to do this, make 
yourself known and we will cover the cost of 
the paint. 
 Fundraising is a very important side of being 
a wildlife carer and if you can assist with a 
donation, we have an account at the Bendigo 
Bank in Toodyay, BSB 633000, Account 
175516319, or see us at the Toodyay Markets.
 If you come across any injured native wildlife 
and you are unsure what to do, or if you want 
to be involved as a carer ring Brian 0419 933 
721 or Robyn 0417 173 283, or the Wildcare 
Helpline 9474 9055.

Checking out the “Hospital Container”

Guest speaker Mike Griffiths. Photo: Wayne 
Clarke.

Kakadu of the South West
the natural waterways to form channels for 
farming requirements.
 The poor soil structure was rejuvenated 
with superphosphate that caused further 
problems of an incredible stink in the 
atmosphere.
 With community demands of  the 
government that something be done the 
damage resulting from altering a natural 
landscape was recognised.
 Mike’s position involves working with 
community groups and the general public 
to educate, revegetate and monitor the 
wetlands.
 The Peel-Yalgorup System, which forms 
the wetlands along the southwestern coast, 
was listed as a Ramsar Wetland on 7 June 
1990.
 But what is Ramsar? 
 The  Convent ion  on  Wet lands  of 
International Importance is a modern 
treaty between nations aimed at conserving 
natural resources and halting world-wide 
loss of wetlands that may be of ecological, 
botanical, zoological, etc, importance.
 The signing of the Treaty took place in the 
small Iranian town of Ramsar in 1971.
 The south west wetlands of Western 
Australia are home to many species of 
waterbirds and visited by thousands of 
migratory species annually; the title ‘The 
Kakadu of the South West’ was coined by 
Heidi Buckton. 
 Interesting reading can be had from 
the 1997 publication by Keith Bradby 
The Decline and Rescue of an Ecosystem 
available from https://peel-harvey.org.au for 
$33.
 If you have interesting sightings, photos 
or stories relating to natural history please 
visit Drummond House between 10am and 
midday on a Saturday morning to share them.
 Or email info@toodyaynats.org.au or enter 
your information on the sightings website: 
www.toodyaynats.org.au
 The Nat’s April meeting commences at 
1.45pm on Saturday  April 9, a week earlier 
than usual because of Easter and ANZAC 
day at the Anglican Church Hall.
 The guest speaker is Mr Max Hipkins, town 
planner, architect, engineer and author of The 
Tree Society of Western Australia 1956-2001.

ENVIRONMENT
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Toodyay Fun and Fitness
Daphne Lee

We are still holding classes at 9am on 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday at the 
Youth Hall in the Toodyay Showground.
 COVID-19 restrictions have been 
difficult, requiring mask wearing and being 
fully vaccinated to attend.
 However, we are managing to do most 
of our sessions out on the veranda without 
masks.
 We welcome newcomers so please 
contact me on 0416 281 230 for any more 
information.

Heartlands Veterinary Hospital
Dr Mzuri Davies

DID YOU know that our pets can suffer from 
arthritis just like us?
 Did you know that unlike us even our 
young pets can suffer from arthritis?
 Some of the signs you may see in your pet 
which could indicate arthritis include:
 Lameness: lameness or limping associated 
with arthritis may develop gradually or it can 
occur suddenly if there has been a causal 

Avon Valley Shotokan
Kylie Burton

WE HAVE had a busy term, with the end 
in sight.
 We have welcomed both new and returning 
members and training has been pumping for 
the last month.
 Unfortunately, due to COVID-19 concerns 
we have had a lot of cancellations.
 Our local market was recently cancelled.
 In addition the first WAKF competition for 
the year has been postponed, at this stage 
until late May.
 At this stage the JKA Waroona comp, to be 
held early next month, will be going ahead. 
Best of luck to all our competitors attending.
 We have had a different sensei for this term. 
Sensei Russell has been doing a fabulous job 
instructing all seven classes throughout the 
week while Shihan is on leave.
 Here is a brief outline on Sensei Russell’s 
karate journey thus far.
 My journey in the world of martial arts 
started many moons ago, at the tender age of 
14 or 15 years old. My first exposure, apart 
from movies (the likes of Bruce Lee, Chuck 
Norris, ‘Superfoot’ Bill Wallace, etc), was 
my neighbours doing Judo.
 One of their sons competed quite a lot and 
last I heard was a 3rd dan but that was many 
moons ago.
 I then heard about Jiu Jitsu at the local 
Police and Citizens club, so along I toddled. 
Unfortunately, I failed my very first grading Russell Johnson

Dog with just a few grey hairs.

Making the grade after a kick in the throat
and lost heart.
 Fast forward some years and I’m serving 
in the Royal Australian Air Force at RAAF 
Base Laverton.
 Heard about a dude teaching Karate on 
base.
 “Whoo hoo” I thought, let’s give this a go. 
More sadness for me, on my second night I 
was kicked in the throat and left that crew 
behind.
 However, after 12 yrs in the RAAF, when I 
was discharged, I realised I still needed and 
wanted some form of structured exercise.
 My nephew was at the time training under 

Masks not 
needed for veranda 

sessions

Arthritis can hit dogs and cats too
incident. Unlike our canine companions our 
cats hide lameness very well so keeping an 
eye on other signs may be helpful.
 Stiffness: you might notice your pet seems 
stiff walking around the house or out-and-
about and that they struggle to get up or lay 
down or are reluctant to jump or climb (we 
especially see this in cats).
 Struggling to get comfortable: similar to 
people with arthritis getting comfortable can 
be difficult so they may pace or circle around 
before they choose to lay down somewhere. 

 Slowing down: your cats may be less active 
around the house spending more time resting 
or going outside less. Your dog may be just as 
excited to go for walks but may walk slower 
or not run around as much as they used to. 
 Changes in behaviour: your pet may not be 
as interactive, seem quieter or more irritable 
than usual which are often signs of being 
uncomfortable.
 If you are concerned that your pet may be 
suffering from arthritis, please give us a call 
at Heartlands Veterinary Hospital.

SPORT

(then) Sensei Ken Bainbridge and Sempai 
Helen Bainbridge. My nephew had nothing 
but praise for these people.
 So my daughter and I joined the Toodyay/
Clackline Karate Club in about March 1996.
 My daughter decided that she had enough 
karate and left training as a 1st Kyu. 
 I kept on training not only because I really 
enjoyed it but because I had also developed 
a strong friendship with my instructors and 
several other members.
 I competed, over the years at quite a lot of 
novice and state level karate competitions 
gaining a reasonable collection of trophies 
and medals.
 After, probably, three or so years at 1st 
Kyu, I graded to Shodan under the KUA 
banner in Fremantle December 2000. It 
wasn’t an easy grading, but I was proud.
 In December 2009, after a year of coaxing, 
I again graded. This time to 2nd Dan. For 
me, this had seemed an unobtainable goal.
 In February 2013. Sensei Helen advised 
me, that in December I would be expected 
to grade to 3rd dan. In December 2013 after 
a six or seven hour long grading, I qualified 
for my 3rd dan.
 Sensei Helen, passed away a few years 
ago. She is greatly missed by all who knew 
her.
 One of the honours bestowed upon me by 
the Karate club that now operates as Avon 
Valley Shotokan was to award me Life 
Membership in 2014.
 An honour I cherish.
 And still my journey continues. I’ve had 
trips to Malaysia, trips to Japan, met some 
incredible karateka, some awe-inspiring 
instructors, survived two mini strokes and 
a heart attack, all because of karate.
 In conclusion, heartfelt gratitude for his 
years of patient instruction, gentle guidance, 
and wonderful caring heart to my Shihan 
Ken Bainbridge 5th dan. OOS.
 Arigato Gozaimashita!
 If you would like more information please 
contact avonvalleyshotokan@gmail.com

Puzzle Solutions

        Crossword                    Crosscode                 Sudoku Easy              Sudoku Hard

S S O P S A I

W H A T E V E R H U M A N S

E A E O A B C

P L A Y G R O U N D U G L Y

L H D O L U

A S S U M E L O W L A N D S

N A Y N E

D E P E N D S D I S C U S S

M X A M E

C O M P A R E D A S S I S T

T E E V G Q

Z I N C M E A N I N G F U L

O T O N N R E

I N J E C T C H E M I C A L

S D E E D M K

4 5 2 9 6 1 8 7 3

6 8 1 7 4 3 2 5 9

3 7 9 8 5 2 6 4 1

9 6 4 2 3 8 7 1 5

8 1 5 6 7 9 3 2 4

7 2 3 4 1 5 9 8 6

5 4 8 3 2 6 1 9 7

1 9 6 5 8 7 4 3 2

2 3 7 1 9 4 5 6 8

5 1 9 8 3 7 2 4 6

7 4 6 2 1 5 3 8 9

2 8 3 9 6 4 7 5 1

1 6 7 3 5 8 9 2 4

8 3 4 1 9 2 6 7 5

9 5 2 7 4 6 8 1 3

6 9 8 4 7 1 5 3 2

4 7 5 6 2 3 1 9 8

3 2 1 5 8 9 4 6 7

Cancer Council WA
Kaylor Andrews 

CANCER Council WA is cautioning adults 
in the Wheatbelt region not to be complacent 
with sun protection now that summer is over, 
with many regions in Western Australia still 
experiencing damaging UV levels of three 
and above.
 It is important to understand that UV is 
different from heat, so don’t base your sun 
protection choices on the temperature even 
when it is cooler.
 For areas in Perth and south, the UV will 
be above three throughout autumn, but 
averaging maximums below three in June 
and July when sun protection is not needed.
 Skin cancers (including melanoma) are the 
most common cancers affecting both women 
and men in Western Australia. 
 In 2019 almost 1600 people in WA were 
diagnosed with melanoma and 214 people 
died from skin cancer.
 In 2017 females in WA had a one in 30 
chance of developing melanoma, while males 
had a one in 21 risk.
 In the Wheatbelt in 2019, 58 people were 
diagnosed with melanoma and five died from 
this type of cancer. 
 People living in regional Western Australia 
have lower five-year melanoma survival rates 
compared with people living in Perth, so 
anyone in the Wheatbelt experiencing a skin 
cancer symptom is urged to visit their doctor, 
clinic nurse or Aboriginal health worker. 
 Common symptoms of skin cancer include:

• A new spot or mole on your skin
• A spot that is different from other spots 

on your skin
• Any crusty or non-healing sores
• Any spots, freckles or any moles changing 

in size (width), thickness (height), colour, 
or shape over a period of weeks to months

 Wheatbelt Regional Educational Officer 
Kaylor Andrews said it was important to 
know your skin and what is normal for you, 
particularly if you are over 40 years of age.
 “If you notice any of these symptoms or 
any other unusual changes tell your doctor, 
clinic nurse or Aboriginal health worker,” 
Ms Andrews said.
 “It doesn’t mean you’ve got skin cancer 
– often they turn out to be something less 
serious.
 “But it is important to get checked. If it is 
skin cancer, the earlier it is found, the greater 
the chance of successful treatment.” 
 F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t 
s k i n  c a n c e r  s y m p t o m s ,  v i s i t  
www.findcancerearly. com.au
 To find out the UV forecast in your area, 
visit myUV.com.au or download the free 
SunSmart app, and protect your skin when 
the UV Index is three or above.

Summer is 
over but skin 
risk remains

HEALTH
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