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Covid hits school, workers lose hours
Fake vaccination and mask
exemption certificates prompt
police warning of $1000 fines
Michael Sinclair-Jones
THE COVID-19 virus is spreading through
the Toodyay community with up to three new
cases a day reported at Toodyay District High
School before the Easter break.
More than 700 Wheatbelt cases were
recorded in the first week of April, with new
cases growing to 90 a day.
Increasing numbers of Toodyay residents
were testing positive using Rapid Antigen
Tests available at the town’s pharmacy and
IGA store, and others were self-isolating at
home after having been in close contact with
people who tested positive.
Northam Hospital declined to provide case
numbers but it is understood some Toodyay
residents have sought treatment there.
School students who tested positive or
those with close classroom contacts were
required to isolate at home with their families
for seven days, causing local businesses that
employ parents to shut or reduce hours due
to staff shortages.
Toodyay police warned that at least three
fake exemption certificates had been used
by people trying to gain illegal entry to local
business premises, an offence that carries an
on-the-spot fine of $1000 (see Police Beat,
Page 6).
The town’s two hotels remained open but
sales were affected and staff hours cut.
The Toodyay Community Resource Centre
closed for two days after a case was reported
at the “View from the Magpie’s Nest outdoor
music and art event (pictured right) that it
co-presented in Stirling Terrace last month.
Continued on Page 5.

‘Magpie’s Nest’ brings a feast of music, stories and art to Stirling Terrace
Toodyay opera star Emma Pettemerides conducts the local Youth Choir at last month’s ‘View from the Magpie’s Nest’ program of music,
stories and art presented by Perth’s Breaksea arts and the Toodyay Community Resource Centre. Photo: Suzanne Jackson. See also Page 9.

Appeals delay conservation park drilling

One of the first six holes being drilled last month in Julimar Conservation Park.

FIVE appeals – including one by the Shire
of Toodyay – are continuing to delay plans
to drill hundreds of holes to test for mining
in Julimar Conservation Park, about 28km
west of the Toodyay townsite.
Chalice Mining, which has already drilled
more than 700 holes on nearby farms, was
granted State Government permission last
year to drill on existing forest tracks.
The appeals are against a permit granted
in December to drill further into the forest.
The shire says it was told vegetation would
not be cleared but the permit allows an
“operational footprint” of 4.4ha (11 acres).
Chalice has told investors that the
conservation park has the potential to
become a “globally significant mine”.
Drilling on nearby private land that Chalice
now owns has already produced results
worth between $14 billion and $35 billion
on today’s market for ‘green’ metals.
Chalice says it has drilled only six holes
on existing forest tracks (pictured left) using
‘low-impact’ techniques (see advertisement
Page 18) and told the Australian Stock
Exchange last year that there would be “no
mechanised clearing”.
The forest is home to threatened species
such as the Black Cockatoo and Chuditch.
See also Page 5 and Letters Page 4.

Anzac Day – Lest We Forget
ANZAC DAY on Monday April 25 will
start with a 6am Dawn Service at the town’s
Memorial Park in Anzac Terrace and a
Gunfire Breakfast at the nearby Wicklow
Shearing Shed in Clinton Street.
Toodyay’s annual Anzac Day Parade
begins at 10.30am at the Memorial Hall in
Stirling Terrace, followed by a Memorial
Park service and drinks at the Toodyay Club.
More details, Page 13.
.

Coming events

Toodyay Farmers Market
Sunday April 17
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The ‘Long Peace’ pulverised
Roger Simms

FOR MORE than six agonising weeks
now, the world has watched the unfolding
horror of Russia’s war on Ukraine.
The deaths, suffering and destruction
have been horrific but equally distressing
has been the bombshell recognition that
this outrage against humanity is actually
happening in 2022.
It comes at a time in history when,
despite ongoing global tensions and
conflict, we’ve found comfort in the idea
that world powers no longer press political
claims by pulverising the citizens of
countries that stand in their way.
Russia has trampled all over that idea and
Western powers are in shock, disinclined
to oppose Moscow militarily for fear of
escalating the conflict, terrifyingly, to a
nuclear level.
It’s a dismaying picture and for want of
an optimistic uplift I’ve been re-reading
parts of Steven Pinker’s impressively
researched book Enlightenment Now.
It’s been called shock therapy for
pessimists and the author outlines how
after the huge toll of World War II (193945) all three measures of war – frequency,
duration and numbers of people killed –
declined and the world entered a period
that has been called the Long Peace.
He digs deep into data to show that
most people today lead longer, safer and
healthier lives than at any point in recorded
history.
Microsoft founder Bill Gates calls it his
new favourite book of all time.
Pinker is a professor of cognitive
science at America’s prestigious Harvard
University and he is regarded as one of
the world’s most influential thinkers on
the human condition.
His other books include The Blank Slate,
The Language Instinct and The Better
Angels of our Nature.
Enlightenment Now is comforting in its
history of global war and peace but raises
issues of concern in the light of events
since the book was published in 2018.
For most of human history, Pinker
writes, war was the natural pastime of
governments, and peace a mere respite
between hostilities.
The world’s great powers were pretty
much always at war until at the dawn of
the modern era in more recent times.
Romantic militarism had previously
grown to become increasingly fashionable,
even among intellectuals.
“War enlarges the mind of a people
and raises their character,” wrote French
historian Alexis de Tocqueville in the 19th
Century.
But nowadays, Pinker points out, the
great powers are never at war: the last one

pitted the United States against China in
Korea more than 60 years ago.
The Long Peace was helped along by the
pragmatic realism of ‘realpolitik’, he says.
The massive destructive powers of the
American and former Soviet armies (even
without nuclear weapons) made the two
Cold War superpowers think twice about
confronting each other on the battlefield.
He says the biggest single change in the
international order is an idea we seldom
appreciate today: that war is illegal.
“For most of history this was not the case.
Might made right and to the victor went
the spoils.
“If one country felt it had been wronged
by another, it could declare war, conquer
some territory as compensation and expect
the annexation to be recognised by the rest
of the world.
“The reason that Arizona, California,
Colorado, Nevada, New Mexico and
Utah are American states is that in 1846
the United States took them in a war with
Mexico over unpaid debts.”
That cannot happen today, Pinker says.
Nations have committed themselves to
not wage war except in self-defence or
with the approval of the United Nations
Security Council.
Any country that indulges in a war of
conquest can expect opprobrium, not
acquiescence, from most of the rest of the
world.
Occasionally the conquest taboo has
been enforced with a military response
such as when an international coalition
defeated Iraq’s conquest of Kuwait in
1990-91.
In the case of Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, Pinker is right about the
opprobrium, but clearly off the mark over
pledges to wage war only in self-defence.
The fact is the assault on Ukraine has
shaken faith in the world’s ability to outlaw
war.
That ability, Pinker says, rests to a
large extent on what has functioned as
an accepted norm: that war is something
civilised nations just don’t do.
Sanctions on Russia have come thick and
fast but, sadly, so many Ukrainians and so
much of their cities have already suffered
irreversible losses.
The weight of carefully gathered statistics
are on Pinker’s side in the overall upward
projection of human safety and happiness.
But in geopolitics we may be entering a
period that bucks the trend.
Describing Russia and China as an arc
of autocracy, as Australian Prime Minister
Morrison has done, may be melodramatic
but Ukraine’s sufferings and Beijing’s
Taiwan ambitions and military build-up
in the South China Sea have left Australia
looking decidedly less safe.
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When tin humpies and coppers were normal
John White
BALLARDONG woman Sharmaine Miles
has gone from fleeing police and running
away from school to getting 100 per cent
attendance rates for Aboriginal students.
“At one stage I was the fastest runner in
the Wheatbelt,” Sharmaine says.
“Mum had seven kids and two of us kids
were runners – we had our Mum’s genes.
“She ran against (WA Olympic gold
medallist) Shirley Strickland and beat her
every time but because Mum was Aboriginal,
they sent Shirley to the Olympics.
“That’s how it was and – in lots of places
– still is.”
Sharmaine was born in Kellerberrin in
February 1964 “in the native side of the
hospital,” she says with a wry smile.
She talks about the sadness of racial
discrimination against Aboriginal people
when she was growing up but expresses no
bitterness or judgment about it.
“That was the year the Beatles came to
Australia,” she says.
“Because I was born with a lot of hair,
the Native Welfare officers who did all the
paperwork on us called me ‘Beatle’ but later
Mum named me ‘Sharmaine’.
“They called my brother ‘Ringo’ but his
proper name is Ernie’.”
A new State law passed in 1964 required
the WA Department of Native Welfare
‘to provide for the custody, maintenance
and education of the children of natives’
and manage the ‘economic and social
assimilation’ of ‘natives’.
Only ‘natives’ and specified people were
allowed to enter Aboriginal reserves, where
hundreds of people lived in poverty on the
fringes of country towns and cities after
being forcibly removed from their traditional
lands by European colonists.
“In those days all Aboriginal people came
under Native Welfare law,” she said.
“We lived in tin humpies that we made
ourselves on the reserve in Doodlakine
(133km east of Toodyay).
“The reserve was near the rubbish tip.”
State authorities then moved Sharmaine’s
family to Jureen Mission – the site of a
traditional Aboriginal camping site and
meeting place – on the Old Goldfields Road
between Doodlakine and Kellerberrin.
Sharmaine remembers that Native Welfare
officers went to Jureen Mission to remove
one of Sharmaine’s brothers and a sister and
take them to Wandering Mission more than
150km away, near Boddington.
Sharmaine said her parents went to
Wandering and spent a month camping
outside the mission in a mia-mia that her
father built as a temporary shelter while they
were “waiting to get the kids back”.
With support from the Kellerberrin
Anglican mission pastor – “a lovely old
man”, Sharmaine recalls – the family
was reunited and moved to a house in
Kellerberrin, the town where Sharmaine was
born.

Charmaine Miles spent her early years on the run from Wheatbelt native welfare police.
“We thought we were flash,” she laughs.
“When the Department were poised to take
the kids away again, welfare officer Oscar
Thomas came to warn us.
“He gave dad an EH Holden and said
‘Tony, load your kids and your gear into this
car and go’.”
The family moved to Kalgoorlie, Bruce
Rock and several other towns.
“Dad was a ‘rouseabout’ (an unskilled
labourer) and we moved a lot for his work
and to keep the family together.”
“Mum and Dad were Christians and went
to the Church of Christ,” Sharmaine says.
“I think they did it mostly to appear stable
so the kids wouldn’t be taken away again.
“Mum and Dad were kind to us – they
taught us respect, love, honour and not to
answer back.
“Life was hard for them providing for
the seven of us kids, and at times they had
problems with alcohol.
“But we had lots of aunties and uncles to go
to whenever we didn’t have a feed at home
or there was trouble between the adults in
the house.
Sharmaine’s three maternal aunts had all
12 of their children taken away from their
families by State native welfare officers.
“One morning years later as Mum was
going to the bakery she saw four of the boys,

who had been sleeping outside the church.
“She told them to go to our place and stay
there until you see the ‘green parrot’ – a very
green Valiant station wagon that belonged to
one of the uncles.
“My aunties’ reunion with their boys was
one of the most emotional moments of their
lives and ours.
“They talked and talked for days and it was
like now I had nine brothers, I was happy.”
A policeman came on horseback another
time to take her and brother Ernie away.

“Ernie sooled our roo dog Princess onto the
horse, which reared up, threw the policeman
off, jumped the fence and took off.
“We ran into the bush with the policeman
yelling after us “I’ll come back and get you
Taylor kids.”
“He did return in a paddy wagon, rounded
up us kids and took us to jail.”
It turned out to be a useful visit.
“I was locked up for about 10 minutes – it
might have been half an hour – but I never
went to prison again.
“When mum couldn’t look after me and
keep me safe, I stayed with my cousin Eric
and his wife Lizzy.
“Mum let them to foster me and I became
their daughter – they were lovely to me.”
Sharmaine was 13 when Robert, who she
was to marry 12 years later, came to visit his
Auntie Lizzy, and Sharmaine took a fancy to
him.
When she turned 15, Sharmaine wrote to
Robert that she had a crush on him but he
didn’t reply.
She later discovered that he was about to
enter the army and thought it was pointless
to start a relationship.
From age 15 to 20, Sharmaine lived with
various members of her large extended
family, caring for their children and doing
whatever was necessary for anyone.
“By age 25, I was depressed – I had no
home, no job and no kids of my own.
“Then Robert came again to visit Auntie
Lizzy where I was living and my whole
world changed – he saved me.
“He was the one to be my soul mate and
inspiration, and we are together forever.
“I saved him too – I taught him culture.”
Having left school in Year 9 with “little
to no education, I couldn’t really read or
write and, maths, well, I didn’t have a clue”,
Sharmaine decided she needed to study.
She started at TAFE (Technical and Further
Education) and learnt in her first year to read
and write.
Levels 2 and 3 followed, then Certificate
3 and 4 in Noongar Language.
Not satisfied with that, she completed
Certificate 3 and 4 in Human Services.
Continued on Page 7.

‘Toxic culture’ ambo report delayed
A REPORT by a WA parliamentary inquiry
into claims of a “toxic culture” in St John
Ambulance regional management has been
delayed until at least the end of this month.
The WA Legislative Council agreed to
a two-month extension after the inquiry
received more than 100 submissions.
Former Toodyay St John Ambulance chair
Charlie Wroth told the inquiry last year that
the service’s regional management was
“more of a dictatorship”.
Volunteers with years of experience had
resigned because of a “toxic culture”.
Mr Wroth was awarded a St John
Ambulance Cross at WA Government House

in 2019 for “outstanding service” for 39
years as an ambulance volunteer.
He was sacked seven months later by St
John’s Perth head office after he “raised
concerns about how volunteers are treated”
at a Northam forum organised by local WA
Nationals MPs.
Local member Shane Love later told State
Parliament he was “shocked and dismayed”
by the sacking, which he described as a “gutwrenching blow”.
Mr Wroth told the inquiry last year that
the State Government should take over
WA’s privately operated ambulance service
to make it more accountable.
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Not so long ago

SHARMAINE Miles’ story on Page 3 of
this month’s Herald is a stark reminder
of what life was like for many Aboriginal
families in the Wheatbelt not so long ago.
Older Toodyay residents will recall when
Aboriginal people lived in fringe camps on
the edges of country towns like Toodyay,
often with roads named “Reserve” or
“Boundary” to show where one law ended
and another began.
Growing up in that era would have been
traumatic for many Aboriginal families.
Imagine the outcry if State police turned
up today at people’s homes to forcibly
remove their children to remote locations
run by often cruel religious institutions.
That’s what it was like for Aboriginal
families in the 1960s when their children
were treated as property of the State.
Times have changed, but Sharmaine’s
story may still shock younger readers
who never had to see people living in tin
humpies near rubbish tips while others
looked away.
That’s why this newspaper promotes
Aboriginal culture and language as an
integral part of who we are today and what
our community represents.
Let the Aboriginal flag flown at public
buildings be a reminder of how far we have
come.

New normal

COVID-19 has arrived in Toodyay.
Up to three new cases a day at the local
high school at the end of last month means
the virus is spreading in our community.
Check-ins are no longer needed in
shops and offices but vaccinations are still
required by law at hotels and dine-in food
outlets, at least for the time being.
Restrictions are likely to ease as the virus
becomes more common in the community
but this is no cause for complacency.
People can still get seriously ill or infect
others less able to fend off its effects.
One of The Herald’s regular Perth
contacts said it was “far worse than I
expected” when she was forced to take
time off work at the end of last month after
catching the virus.
It can happen to anyone, so please do the
right thing to protect yourself and others –
get vaccinated, wear a mask and be safe.

What gives?

READERS may ask why this newspaper
should care that our former shire CEO
recently got a similar new job in Cuballing.
The answer is simple.
Questions are valid when large sums of
public money – up to $200,000 a year – are
spent on puzzling decisions (see Page 9).
The roles of two mystery Toodyay job
referees suggests that the loss of hundreds
of thousands of dollars of local ratepayers’
money in recent years counts for nothing.
It is telling that the Minister says he has
no power over council appointments but is
progressing new measures to “strengthen
the oversight and recruitment of CEOs”.
Many will say it’s about time.
Michael Sinclair-Jones
Editor
The Toodyay Herald invites you to have
your say in our letters page. Please
email us at news@toodyayherald.com.au
with your full name, address and phone
number. Letters that are short, sharp and
to the point about topical local issues are
preferred. The Herald reserves the right
to edit letters for length, grammar and
punctuation.

The way we were – this photo thought to date from about 1917 shows the former Coondle Cash Store in the Coondle-Dewars Pool
area and is thought to include store owner William Fawell and his brother Herbert, who owned the farm on which the store was built,
with an unnamed third person standing. The man in the cart is thought to be Arthur Cook, who passed away in 1949. Signs on the front
of the store show that it sold soft drinks, confectionery (lollies), stationery and honey and doubled as a post office. Photo supplied by
property owner’s family.

LETTERS
Shire software rip-off
IN 2019 the Shire of Toodyay purchased a new
financial management software program for no
apparent reason.
The State Auditor General, though critical
of many aspects of Shire financial reporting,
indicated that the shire’s computer accounting
system was adequate and not at fault.
The contract was awarded ‘behind closed
doors’ to New Zealand company Datacom Pty
Ltd by a unanimous council decision.
It should be stated that none of the present
councillors were elected members at that
time, and the Shire CEO was Stan Scott, who
resigned the following year.
The contract was not advertised for public
tender because the Shire used the WA Local
Government (WALGA) preferred supplier
scheme to select New Zealand company
Datacom for the job.
The Shire paid WALGA $10,127 for the
privilege of becoming the guinea pig for new
software that was untested in WA.
Since 2019 the shire has paid Datacom a
monthly licence fee of $3300 but from day one
it has not performed to requirements.
The Shire says Datacom is not charging to
fix the problem but public accounts show that,
to date, it has paid Datacom a staggering total
of $399,180.61since 2019.
Add to this the huge number of wasted
staff hours working with Datacom to fix the
problem and the extra cost of Shire staff having
to produce financial reports manually for
council meetings and the figure must increase
substantially.
The Shire says Datacom aims to have its
software producing financial reports by the end
of this month; three years after its introduction.
I am not holding my breath.
While all this has been going on, the Shire
paid another IT company – Professional PC
Support – a total of $369,530.70 to manage its

overall IT systems.
As a matter of interest, during this time the
Shire also paid WALGA a total $124,159.14
for its preferred supplier scheme, membership,
training and other questionable services.
Last year’s WALGA financial report shows
it ‘earned’ nearly $5 million ($4,928,305) from
its preferred supplier scheme alone.
Maybe our councillors should demand that
WALGA refunds the $10,127.80 we paid it for
recommending Datacom as a reliable supplier.
At least this would help to offset the many
extra staff hours wasted on this debacle.
However, in the final analysis, our councillors
are accountable for all Shire spending and one
has to wonder how they have watched a total
of $770,000 spent on IT over the past three
years without demanding that the CEO stem
the flow until we have an accounting package
that conforms to local government financial
reporting standards.
Geoff Appleby
Toodyay

Not just the quoll
JULIMAR Conservation Park is home to at
least six listed threatened species and last
month’s Page 1 article about Chalice Mining’s
bid to clear their habitat needs correction.
The article focuses on the Western Quoll
(Chuditch) which is not ‘endangered’ but
‘vulnerable’ and totally omits the presence of
colonies of the ‘critically endangered’ Woylie,
‘endangered’ Black-flanked Rock Wallaby and
the ‘vulnerable’ Carnaby’s Black Cockatoo,
Baudin’s Black Cockatoo and Forest Red-tailed
Black Cockatoo.
Julimar Conservation Park is one of the most
significant woodland conservation areas north
of Perth and represents one of the only sizeable
areas of mixed jarrah and marri woodland that
has not been cleared for farming, mining or
traversed by roads.
Four conservation significant flora species
are also found in the area earmarked for

Why you shouldn’t believe everything on social media
Computer Safety
Phil Hart
IT IS a sad truth that there are unsupported
claims made on social media along with
numbers that purport to support those claims.
Digging into such claims can often reveal
inconsistencies and half-truths.
If a claim seems strange or peculiar, it is
often a sign that the claim will not stand up to
scrutiny.
Any such claim that does not cite a source
can be treated as suspect.
Getting a source can sometimes take a lot
of effort and the source may not even be
forthcoming.
If you manage to track down the source, it
is worthwhile checking the claim against that
source.
For example, a claim that WA Premier Mark
McGowan said that double-vaccinated people
were only four per cent protected from catching
(COVID-19)” is not supported by the source.
The source cited is bit.ly/3K0Z1du, and
at the 4:14 minute mark Mr McGowan says
“The science shows that people with only two
doses of a Covid vaccine have only a four per

cent protection against being infected by the
Omicron variant” which is quite different to
the claim.
The claim “A single dose of ivermectin can
kill 99.8 per cent of the virus within 48 hours
(in people)” cites as its source bit.ly/3Ito34z
but that source talks about the results of in-vitro
experiments and has nothing to do with doses
of ivermectin in humans.
The claim “the (COVID-19) jab lowers your
immune response” runs counter to received
opinion among immunologists worldwide (bit.
ly/3HqxCQc). The person making the claim did
not cite any sources.
While some claims are questionable, other
claims happen to be true.
The claim “vaccinated but COVID-19
positive” bit.ly/35eGtrh turns out to be true.
People who have been vaccinated will often
be exposed to the virus afterwards and become
COVID-19 positive.
Such people will usually be asymptomatic
precisely because they have developed an
immune response through vaccination.
If in doubt, check the claim against any
reputable sources that you can find.

exploration and it is well-documented that
increased vehicle movements spread dieback.
The article also mentions that “two public
appeals against a state government decision to
allow off-road drilling in the forest”.
This is also incorrect.
There are five appeals, currently before
the Appeals Convenor, which seek to stop
Chalice’s application for a Native Vegetation
Clearing Permit.
If you are concerned about the environment
and the threat to ‘critically endangered’,
‘endangered’ and ‘vulnerable’ species it’s time
to do something about it.
We all know that once it’s gone, it’s gone
forever.
Nikkola Palmer
Toodyay

Ironic impact
AS RESIDENTS of Toodyay we are deeply
concerned about the impact of a potentially
huge mining project at Julimar State Forest
and particularly Julimar Conservation Park.
It seems ironic and indeed quite wrong that
the excavation of “green” minerals could
have a destructive impact on the already
endangered plant and animal species.
Struggling for survival against climate
change are many species especially the
chuditch and the beautiful black cockatoos
and they are meant to be being protected
there.
It also seems unfair that land belonging in
effect to the people of Western Australia can
be raided to make billions of dollars when,
as the editor wrote in last month’s Herald
editorial, “much of that wealth is likely to
disappear overseas”.
Surely this community and the residents
of this state should benefit and share in the
valuable minerals that belong to our precious
land rather than having them shipped out
making the rich richer and not benefiting the
average person in any way.
It would be a different matter if we were
mining it ourselves in order to reduce our
own state’s dependence on fossil fuels
and could have some say in doing it in an
environmentally sensitive and sustainable
way.
If we can’t stop them mining, then I hope
we will all rally and our council will support
us in insisting that the excavated minerals
will be transported by train or at least on an
alternative route to Perth and certainly not
through our quiet little tourist town.
Many residents like ourselves chose to
come and live in this peaceful, creative
community away from the traffic, noise and
chaos of the city.
I’m sure there must be others who feel as
we do that having 10 trucks an hour driving
past every day as was suggested in an earlier
article on this matter would be unbearable.
In fact, it would change the whole
atmosphere of the town and reduce the value
of properties along the main truck route as
many people would sadly choose to leave
and a lot fewer tourists would choose to visit.
With sincere concern.
Sally and Jim Scott.
Toodyay
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Town truck bypass back on shire agenda

Composite map of a $9 million Toodyay heavy haulage bypass that was proposed by the State Government in January 2001 and abandoned after local owners objected. The route passes
behind Toodyay’s new River Hills residential estate (top centre).
Michael Sinclair-Jones

crossing into oncoming traffic.
Many heavy trucks don’t bother to use it and
go straight down Stirling Terrace instead.
Local traders in Toodyay’s main café strip are
concerned that big trucks rolling past shops,
hotels and cafes pose a danger to customers,
including children and elderly people crossing
the road from between parked cars.
Toodyay Bakery co-owner Cassie Marion
said she also had a concern about heavy
trucks carrying livestock passing so close to
customers seated at outdoor tables.
Former WA Premier Richard Court’s
government announced a $9 million plan
for a Toodyay bypass in January 2001 which
included a new bridge over the Avon River near

TOODYAY residents will be asked if they
want the State Government to build a new
heavy haulage bypass around the town.
The town is currently served by a temporary
heavy haulage route through residential
streets west of the railway line.
It starts near Newcastle Bridge at Harper
Road and ends where Hamersley Road
meets Stirling Terrace opposite the former
St Aloysius Covent of Mercy and includes
a busy rail crossing near the town’s visitor
information bay.
The temporary route contains five rightangle bends that road trains, low loaders, and
large farm equipment can’t negotiate without the Northam-Toodyay Road.

Plenty of fresh food but
hotel trade ‘diabolical’
Continued from Page 1.
NO TOODYAY Community Resource
Centre staff tested positive for the virus but
Toodyay Shire President Rosemary Madacsi
said she felt unwell after attending the event
and later tested positive, causing her to miss
last month’s council meeting while isolating
at home for seven days.
President Madacsi said she felt ill and tired
“in waves’ after testing positive at home
on her second attempt following an initial
negative Rapid Antigen Test result.
Severity of symptoms has varied, with
normally healthy people reporting a more
severe illness than they expected while
isolating at home.
One Shire of Toodyay employee tested
positive last month and returned to work
after recovering.
Two more returned to work after isolating
for seven days following close contact with
others who tested positive.
Ten shire staff were working from home
on rotational shifts to limit disruption in
case others in the office tested positive,
which would require all close contacts in the
workplace to isolate at home for seven days.
Several local businesses joined the shire in
splitting their workforces into home-based
rosters to avoid closures.
Others, such as Toodyay Fairytale Farm,
were forced to shut because of COVID-19
among family members but said on Facebook
that they hoped to re-open for Easter
holidays.
Toodyay Tyres was also forced to close for
a few days at the end of last month and has
since re-opened.
Supplies of food and other household
items were generally returning to normal at
Toodyay’s IGA store after shortages caused
by widespread flooding in January halted
eastern states’ rail deliveries.
IGA store owner Dean Carter said there
were still shortages of some items such as
canned pet food at the start of this month
because of a shortage of ingredients imported
from China.
“We have plenty of fresh food but a lot
depends on whether suppliers have to shut

down for seven days if their workers test
positive,” Mr Carter said.
Lots of local businesses were “feeling the
pinch” and trade was down at the Victoria
Hotel.
“Business at the restaurant and bar has been
pretty diabolical and we have had to reduce
staff hours,” Mr Carter said.
“However, we are seeing a lot of tourists
and things are starting to pick up.
“We’re all in the same boat and by Easter
it should be full-on.
“Pubs everywhere have taken a bit of a hit
and are a lot worse off in Perth, so we’re not
complaining.”
Freemasons Hotel owner John Pearce said
his pub was similarly affected by “Covid
hesitancy”.
“There’s a new word for it – ‘HOGO’, the
Hassle Of Going Out,” he said.
“Covid is here to stay, and our town’s
business survival depends on getting through
this week rather than worrying about what
might happen next week or next month.”
The State Government is expected to ease
isolation and close contact rules as the virus
becomes more common in the community,
though the emergence of new variants may
cause restrictions to return.

Dog declared ‘dangerous’ after
biting child in Stirling Terrace
ATTACKS by stray dogs – including one on
a child in Stirling Terrace – have prompted
the Shire of Toodyay to issue a warning to
owners to keep their animals under control.
A three-year old child was bitten on the
arm by a dog near the Bendigo Bank.
The child suffered minor skin puncture
wounds which were treated with first-aid.
The dog was declared dangerous – the only
one in the shire to be so designated – and
must now wear a muzzle and be properly
contained at all times.
A man who was bitten by a dog near
Toodyay Bar and Grill suffered puncture
wounds and bruising to his upper leg.
By agreement with the victim, the dog
owner was issued with a caution.

His government was defeated by former State
Labor leader Geoff Gallop a month later and
the plan was abandoned after objections from
local landowners, who are understood to have
since left the shire.
The 2001 proposed route passes near homes
in Toodyay’s new River Hills Estate.
The town’s temporary bypass made Herald
Page 1 news in August 2016 when it was
revealed that former Toodyay shire councillors
voted 8-1 (former Cr Sally Craddock against) to
cut down two tall trees on the corner of Anzac
Memorial Park to make it safer for trucks to
pass.
The plan was axed after a public outcry and
a confrontation between police and protesters.
Toodyay Shire CEO Suzie Haslehurst said

land was previously acquired for a bypass
behind Toodyay District High School for a
route between the Toodyay-Goomalling Road
and Telegraph Road.
Revisiting the need for a new bypass had been
raised in recent informal discussions.
“We are a heritage town and concerns
have been raised about increased mining and
agricultural traffic,” she said.
The need for a new bypass had been raised
in ‘Let’s Talk’ community sessions hosted by
shire councillors and staff at recent public
meetings in Bejoording and Morangup.
Ms Haslehurst said councillors would be
asked if they wanted the shire to conduct a
public survey to gauge community support to
lobby the State Government for a new bypass.

Limited drilling continues in conservation park

A worker records sequences of rock samples drilled from permitted sites on existing tracks in
Julimar Conservation Park where Chalice Mining believes a rich ore body lies underground.
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Forgers face steep fines for vaccination fraud

PEOPLE using fake COVID-19 vaccination
certificates in Toodyay face $1000 on-thespot fines or up to 12 months’ jail if caught.
At least three people have tried to use
fake certificates to gain illegal entry to local
business premises in the past two months.
Some offenders use computers to capture
‘screenshots’ of vaccination certificates and
alter them to forge fake documents.
Others pay hundreds of dollars to buy fake
vaccination certificates online from black
marketeers operating in other countries.
A third offence involves impersonating
others to falsify their own vaccination or
mask exemption status.
Three Toodyay cases were reported to
police after staff at local business became
suspicious about customers’ claims.
Officers were unable to conduct further
investigations because further details were
not provided.
Similar Perth prosecutions have led to court
appearances where offenders face fines of up
to $50,000 or 12 months’ jail.
Local officers were continuing last month
to respond to calls from local traders to help
staff deal with people without face masks
who were refusing to leave when requested,
as required by law.
On-the-spot fines of $1000 apply to those
using threatening behaviour while failing to
comply with lawful directions.
Laws in force at the start of April required
everyone – unless they can show a genuine
exemption certificate – to wear face masks
in shops, service stations and other outlets.
Hotel, restaurant and indoor café customers
are also required – until further notice – to
show proof of vaccination unless they can
provide a genuine exemption.
If you think someone is falsifying their
vaccination or mask exemption status, please
call Toodyay Police Station on 9574 955,
Crime Stoppers WA on 1800 333 000 or
visit crimestopperswa.com.au – reports can

worker a lot more than he bargained for.
The 23-year-old man allegedly told police
when stopped last month that he was “going
down to the servo to buy a sausage roll”.
The man said he was living in temporary
accommodation in Toodyay while working
in Northam.
He was initially stopped by Toodyay police
in Stirling Terrace, breath-tested and charged
with driving under the influence of alcohol
and speeding.
He received a two-month on-the-spot
disqualification from driving.
Local officers moved his vehicle to a
nearby public carpark in Newcastle Park
next to The Toodyay Herald office.
Less than an hour later, a Shire of Toodyay
CCTV security camera spotted the banned
motorist get back into his vehicle, start the
engine and drive away.
The man was traced to his Toodyay
accommodation where he was arrested by
local police two days later.
He was charged with driving under
suspension and had his car seized for 28
days.

One of three cars written off in single-vehicle rollovers on local roads last month.
be made anonymously.

Rollover write-offs
THREE car rollovers kept local officers busy
last month.
All were single-vehicle rollovers on rural
roads with no other motorists involved.
No serious injuries occurred but all three
vehicles were badly damaged and had to be
written off.
The first rollover occurred during the day
in Coondle.
Investigating officers were unable to verify
a claim that it involved another vehicle
travelling on the wrong side of the road.
The second rollover was in Bejoording –
also during daytime – when a driver swerved
to avoid hitting a kangaroo.
The third rollover occurred at night on
Julimar Road near Sandspring Road when a
vehicle drifted into the soft gravel shoulder
on the passenger side of the road.
The driver over-corrected their steering
to the right and lost control of the vehicle,

causing it to roll over.
Local officers are urging all drivers to
take extra care with the onset of seasonal
wet weather on slippery roads, particularly
with two weeks of school holidays starting
on Friday April 8 until the Anzac Day long
weekend.

No sauce for excuse
DEFYING a drink driving ban less than an
hour after he was suspended cost a visiting

Unstuck at pub
A 38-YEAR-OLD Toodyay woman who
drove three times while under court-ordered
suspension came unstuck on her third go
when she was spotted on CCTV camera
visiting the Freemasons Hotel.
A check of video records at Toodyay Police
Station showed that the woman had driven
at least three times while suspended during
the previous three to four weeks.
She was charged with three counts of
driving while under suspension and her car
was seized for 28 days.

Choose respect for a better life
SaferToodyay
Desraé Clarke
THE CHOOSE Respect initiative was created
in 2004 by Gary Butcher, Managing Director,
who said: “I believe that if everyone made a
conscious effort to Choose Respect, our world
would be a better and safer place to live.”
This exciting and extremely successful plan
has been encouraged for a number of years with
the City of Bunbury as a leader.
The idea has been used in schools providing
a fundamental shift from focusing on the
negative behaviour of bullying to encouraging
the whole school community to ‘Choose
Respect’.
Businesses foster a safe and more productive
environment as employers and employees
are encouraged to make a conscious effort to
embrace the program.
Using the initiative in sporting organisations

furthers a safe and positive environment for
players, coaches, umpires and referees to pass
on to spectators.
Every member associated with an organisation
is encouraged to make a conscious effort to
support each other in this objective.
Communities find that Choose Respect is
a common language and framework to foster
a ‘culture of respect’ in homes, schools,
workplaces, communities, property and
especially to oneself.
With the current climate of stress and fear of
the outcomes of COVID-19 this initiative is so
important.
The SaferToodyay Committee supports the
Choose Respect proposal.
Call 000 for emergencies only. Crimestoppers
1800 333 000 or crimestoppers.com.au .
Police: 131 444.
Report graffiti:1800 442 255 or goodbyegraffiti.
wa.gov.au .

Deliberate fail
to avoid
fear of flying
Continued from Page 3.
“I WAS nominated for Student of the Year
in the Aboriginal and Islander Education
Office (AIEO) but had to fly to Tasmania
for the presentations – I had never been in a
plane before – and thought: what if the plane
went down and my husband and kids had to
be on their own?”
“I deliberately failed to answer one
question and was runner-up.”
Sharmaine used her Aboriginal education
qualifications to develop and run State school
attendance and award programs.
A highlight came in 2005 when she won an
award for the ‘highest attendance’ in Western
Australia after her two programs achieved 99
and 100 per cent results.
Sharmaine also worked as an Aboriginal
liaison officer at Royal Perth Hospital and
elsewhere while studying for primary health
certificates and obtaining a diploma.
She completed a Mental Health certificate
last year and currently works in Northam
Hospital’s Emergency Department.”
“Although racism is still a reality in much
of Australia, I haven’t found it to be a big
problem here in Toodyay,” Sharmaine says.”
“There seems to be more acceptance of
Aboriginal history.
“However, I want the date of Australia Day
(January 26 which marks the arrival of the
First Fleet of British soldiers, convicts and
colonists in Sydney in 1788) to be changed
because of the impact of the past.
“I’m often asked to deliver a Welcome to
Country in Noongar language at local events
but I can’t do it on that day.”
Robert and Sharmaine have two daughters
and a son, all professionals in their own right,
who have provided two grandchildren, with
two more on the way.
The fear of them being taken away by
police to be “assimilated” is now long gone,
thanks to changes in Australian law that now
recognise and respect Aboriginal people and
their culture.
“As for my dream,” Sharmaine says with
a smile, “I’m living it.”
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EMERGENCY SERVICES

Coondle volunteer firefighters practice bushfire drills.

Still dry underneath means extra care with fires
Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Coondle-Nunile
Marc Pittorino

FIRST rain. Some areas have been lucky
enough to have had rain over the last week,
but has it been enough?
The topsoil is still very dry and if you
move the top inch of soil away you will
find it is dry underneath.
Permits have been issued for burns so

fields can be prepared for cropping but
with the rains we had last year the fuel
load in the surrounding bush is high.
Luckily so far this year the fire season in
the Toodyay area has not been as busy as
expected and most fires have started from
lightning strikes.
If you have a permit to burn make sure
you look at the weather conditions over the
days leading up to the burn and a couple
of days after.
Most fires that get away are either left
unattended or they flare up even though
they may look extinguished.
It only takes a small amount of breeze
and some embers that are not visible, either
in a log, tree trunk or under a fallen branch,
and in a very short time you can have a fire
which is out of control.
Make sure all fires are monitored even
after you think they are out and that you
have enough resources before lighting the
burn.

Be responsible.
On another note, the last few months
have been challenging for most brigades
with COVID-19 now in our community.
A lot of members have stepped up to
make sure we have full crews when other
members are in quarantine or waiting on
test results.
But that is what being part of a team is
all about.

Connecting up to the water storage tank.

The old green fire shed is gone

Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Julimar
Grant Scobie

FOR THE last umpteen months we have been
used to the sight of our old, green fire shed next
to this new, brick building under construction.
Finally, we were able to move into the new
station and within a week the view has changed
significantly: there’s no more green shed.
Yep, it’s gone with nothing left but a concrete
slab where the trucks went and another, smaller
one where the old toilet block was.
There’s still a bit of landscaping to be done
but it should all be coming together over the
next few months.
If anyone was wondering why one of the
photos from last month’s article showed two
vehicles parked facing in different directions,
it was due to the roller doors at the front not
functioning properly.
This has been fixed and we now have both our
own appliances, including the newly repaired
2.4 parked in their appropriate bays facing the
right way and ready to dive (drive) into the fray
should there be a call-out.
Thankfully, call-outs have been few and far
between despite the predictions of a horrific
fire season.
This would be mainly due to the Toodyay
community’s extra care as well as pure luck,
especially with regard to lighting strikes.
However, we don’t believe in complacency
because it’s still touch and go out there with
tinder dry and overgrown fuel just itching to
burn.
So, we continue to prepare, train, repair and
consolidate our resources.
We also get to add a couple of new members
to the brigade and we’ll be seeing to their
training needs as soon as possible.
Welcome Sue and Andy.

Our first ‘early’ training session, starting
at 9am, was attended by the usual suspects
although many more would have been
appreciated.
Smaller numbers do mean that individuals
get more attention which can be a good thing
and a bad thing, especially when throwing a
Dutch-rolled hose for the first time.
But the session on hoses and hydrants was
pretty successful with everyone getting better
acquainted with the location of hydrants, the
‘shipping’ of a standpipe and the connection
to the fire appliance, not to mention the joy of
rolling them up at the end of the exercise.
Next month’s training will be a combined
session with Coondle at our station.
Coondle usually schedules their training a
week before ours but Easter messes all that
up so we’ve moved the date to coincide with
theirs.
We shall be learning how to don the Dräger
In-cab Air, utilising the shire’s recently
acquired training units, as well as having a
squizz at the 12.2 water tanker and a bit of a
social get-together afterwards.
This training session starts at 9am on Sunday
April 10.
And just a reminder that the brigade’s next
meeting is at 6pm on Saturday April 9.
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Shire permits now needed as
restricted burning starts
Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Toodyay Central
Peter Brennan

THE BRIGADE has received three callouts since the last Herald article was
submitted, which is the same number as
this time last year.
All three calls have been for the Toodyay
12.2 water tanker to attend fires outside of
Toodyay Shire.
While there have thankfully been no
other call-outs during the period, weekend
crew rosters continue to be maintained by
our volunteers.
The Restricted Burning Period which
commenced on March 9 remains in place
until Saturday April 30.
Remember, that during this period a
permit must first be obtained from the
Shire and preference is given to primary
producers for crop preparation purposes.
Permits will not be issued for social
occasions or burning of rubbish.
If granted, all conditions on the permits
must be strictly adhered to.
Failing to obtain a permit or breach of
permit conditions can result in fines or
prosecution. For more information on
permits please visit the Toodyay Shire
website.
As the days begin to cool down, it is a
good time to get out in the garden and on
our properties to commence our annual
autumn clean-up of fallen leaves and

branches, dead material in gardens and
freshly shredded paper bark.
Some mulch the material at home, some
take green refuse to the local tip to be
mulched and some burn their refuse on site
during the winter following the end of the
Restricted Burning Period.
If your choice is to burn at home, please
ensure you are aware of the conditions
around you, wear the correct clothing and
footwear, have available a good rake which
allows you to maintain the fire’s perimeter
and most importantly have a good reliable
water source available.
One option to add as an extra precaution
is to put a tarpaulin over the pile to be
burnt, then wait for it to rain.
Once the rain stops, the pile can be burnt
while the surrounding area remains damp.
Last May we had nine call-outs in total.
Every year, we attend fires where the
home owner is on site, but has been
temporarily distracted and a wind gust has
taken the fire out of their control.
Please be vigilant at all times and stay
safe.
Want to make a difference in the
community? Become a brigade volunteer
today.
Come and join us at the Toodyay Central
Bush Fire Brigade Fire Station on Stirling
Terrace for a chat.
We are there between 5pm and 6pm each
Friday evening for vehicle checks and will
make you welcome.

Keeping cleared debris dry for an autumn burn.

St John ambulance, a valuable community asset.

Five new volunteers sign
up at information session
St John Ambulance Toodyay
Pam Tennant
FOLLOWING a successful information
and recruitment evening last month, the

Toodyay sub centre now has five new
volunteers.
One is already a qualified and experienced
Ambulance Officer so will shortly be on
our roster.
During the evening various new and
experienced vollies outlined their roles and
the training provided, and all commented
that being an ambulance officer was a
rewarding job.
The other four new volunteers will
commence training immediately and we
will see them in our ambulances in the near
future.
If you hold Country Ambulance Cover
(the St John Benefit Fund) please note that
payments can no longer be made at the
Toodyay Pharmacy.
The sub centre is very grateful to the
Pharmacy staff for their assistance over
many years in accepting fund membership
renewals.
As our sub centre is now open between
8.30am and 4.30pm on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays, renewal
payments can be made at the office at 120
Stirling Terrace, (where the St Vinnies

shop was previously located).
Payments can also be made by phone
to 9574 2390 during the above hours or
can be made online through the St John
website.
The cost of your ambulance trip is
covered if you have comprehensive
Country Ambulance Cover.
This includes as many emergency or
necessary non-emergency transports you
or one of your family members require.
Annual Membership costs $96 for
families (up to two adults and any number
of children) and $58 for singles.
If you would like to arrange Country
Ambulance Cover Membership,
application forms are available from the
St John Sub Centre or you can apply online
at the St John website.
West Australian residents over the age
of 65 and in receipt of a full Australian
Government pension are entitled to free
ambulance services.
This includes all emergency ambulance
services and non-urgent services that are
deemed to be medically necessary.
Transfers between public hospitals
are also covered, except where one or
both hospitals are private, in which case
privately insured patients should check
with their insurer to find out if transfers to
or from private hospitals are covered by
the policy.
If you have any queries, please contact
our Administration Officer, Debbie, on
9574 2390.

St John ambulance insurance payments can
now be made by phone.

Shire turns corner after
two ‘difficult’ years
THE BREAKSEA music and arts event in
Stirling Terrace last month brought renewed
energy along with better weather.
It was a wonderful opportunity for our
community to experience various expressions
of the arts and to acknowledge the initiatives
of our fantastic Community Resource Centre
and local opera star Emma Pettemerides to
enrich Toodyay’s cultural life.
Some good gains have been made recently
with completion of a report on corellas
commissioned by the Avon Region of
Councils (AROC) to address research and
management priorities in the Shires of
Goomalling, Northam, Toodyay, Victoria
Plains and York.
The work was undertaken by Edith Cowan
University and Wheatbelt Natural Resource
Management.
AROC is currently advertising for an
executive officer to drive initiatives that
address common needs.
Another achievement is recognition of the
Toodyay Feral Pig Group by National Feral
Pig Action Coordinator Dr Heather Channon,
and local representation on the WA Feral Pig
Advisory Group.
The Shire of Toodyay has taken an
innovative community-driven approach to
address a significant threat to agriculture and
the environment in our region.
Please inform Shire Rangers of the location
and numbers of any local feral pig sightings.
The Polyphagus Shothole Borer is a serious
threat to tree species and 17 metropolitan
areas have been quarantined – please check
any furniture and plant material you bring
from Perth for signs of pin holes caused by
these tiny beetles.
Council affairs are now approaching a
normal pace after two difficult years of
unprecedent challenges from violent storms,
the COVID-19 public health emergency,
a State Government inquiry into the Shire
and changes in staff and computer software
systems.
Our Shire budget review commenced with
a workshop last month.
Staff numbers will not be further reduced
from the 2020 organisational restructure due
to extra workloads on existing staff.
The focus for ongoing cost savings is
improved Shire processes and a review of
councillor numbers.

Reducing the number of elected members
did not occur when the council abolished
ward elections in April 2019 and replaced
them with shire-wide polling.
Seeking permission to adopt a smaller
council was raised at a 2020 budget
workshop, an April 2021 Concept Forum
and at a May 2021 Council meeting.
Further steps were delayed because
Schedule 2.2 of the Local Government Act
requires the Shire to undertake a formal
review lasting six to nine months, with
not enough time to complete it last year by
the required January 31 deadline in a local
government election year.
A review was deferred to this year to give
the Council more time to prepare for next
year’s elections.
Last month’s Council meeting agreed to
commence that process – which includes
community consultation – to consider
reducing the Council’s size from nine to
seven elected members.
Questions have been asked about the costs
and suitability for the Shire’s new Datascape
enterprise software system.
In brief, it’s a far superior system to the
earlier one, the tender was put to market
twice and the cost was comparable with other
available products.
We are nearing resolution of outstanding
issues, mainly that the software needs to
be customised to meet the requirements of
WA local government legislation, and that
finance reporting templates need to be able
to do the job that is required of them.
A recent Shire meeting with the executive
of software supplier agreed on increased
project management by Datacom to finalise
this work.
The delays have caused the Shire to fall
behind on legislated timeframes for annual
financial reporting and auditing.
The WA Office of the Auditor General and
Local Government Department have been
fully apprised and have oversight of the
Shire’s difficulties.
They understand the limitations caused by
our transition to the new software.
The community standpipe in Stirling
Terrace near the Shire visitor information bay
has been repaired, street cleaning is being
reviewed and a speed hump was installed
in Piesse Street near the Post Office to help
slow traffic at the nearby trolley crossing on
the corner.
As a result of appeals lodged against the
clearing of roadside vegetation, the WA
Department of Water and Environmental
Regulation has requested spring flora
surveys which have delayed two roadworks
programs.

Mystery Toodyay referees recommend
discredited former CEO for new top job
TWO anonymous Toodyay referees have
helped former shire CEO Stan Scott to secure
a new highly paid job as Cuballing Shire
CEO after 15 adverse findings against him
were tabled in the WA Parliament less than
two years ago.
Mr Scott was publicly censured for
financial mismanagement, failures under
local government law, conflict of interest and
unethical conduct in seven years of mistakes
and lapses that cost Toodyay ratepayers
hundreds of thousands of dollars.
Former Toodyay councillors – the last of
whom departed last October – were blamed
for their ongoing failure as employers to
manage Mr Scott’s performance.
It is understood some former councillors
rejected the findings as “unfair”.
The Cuballing Shire Council voted 6-0
in January that Mr Scott was “suitably
qualified” for their shire’s highest-paid job.
Shire President Eliza Dowling said her
council knew about the adverse finding but
Mr Scott was “the stand-out candidate”
from a list provided by local government
recruitment agency Lo-Go Appointments.
“It is difficult to get job applicants for small
country shires like ours,” she said.
“We did thorough background checks.”
It is understood none of Toodyay’s current
councillors or CEO provided referee reports.
President Dowling declined to reveal how
much Mr Scott was being paid but said it
was within in a State-approved salary range
of $128,000-$200,000 for shire CEOs.
She said Mr Scott’s previous 18 years
in local government – including seven at
Toodyay – had counted in his favour, as well

Former Toodyay shire CEO Stan Scott.
as the two Toodyay referee reports.
Cuballing councillors had signed
“confidentiality agreements” which
prevented her from naming the referees.
A shire newsletter announcement of Mr
Scott’s appointment said he had “recently
taken a break from Local Government
receiving some well-deserved leave”.
Mr Scott quit as Toodyay shire CEO in the
middle of a year-long State-ordered inquiry
after taking three month’s sick leave at short
notice on the morning of a council meeting.
He was no longer employed by the shire
when 15 adverse findings against him were
tabled in State Parliament in October 2020.
A new CEO and councillors were required
to take action to remedy the deficiencies.
President Dowling said she was not aware
that Mr Scott had done any “training or
counselling” after the inquiry and had found
no reference to him being required to do so.
A WA Government spokesperson said the
Minister had no role in council appointments
but was planning new measures to “strengthen
the oversight and recruitment of CEOs”.
Mr Scott declined to comment.
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Delving into a Toodyay Magpie’s Nest

Locals artists get creative during last month’s View from the Magpie’s Nest arts program.
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High school volunteers inspired
to make a difference
Toodyay District High School P&C
Kelly-Anne Murray
I’M PLEASED to announce that Toodyay
DHS P&C held its AGM last month and
elected a committee to guide P&C activities
for the year ahead.
The committee includes Kelly-Anne
Murray (President), Natasha Hof (Vice
President), Heather McGlasson (Treasurer),
Olivia Wood (Secretary) and Sal Bolger,
Anita Davey and Danni Cottam as executive
committee members.
Sincere thanks go to outgoing committee
members Dimity Boggs and Heather Clarke
for their contribution to the P&C over the
past few years.
We have a great team of volunteers inspired
to make a difference on behalf of all students
at the school.
With your support and the support of other
parents, staff and our broader community we
will achieve great things for our school.
Not least is the new nature playground at
the front of the school.
The P&C committee met last month to
approve the playground concept plan and
proceed with construction in the July school
holidays.
This is an incredibly exciting project – the

biggest financial and practical contribution
that the P&C has ever made.
Thanks to financial contributions from
Chalice Mining ($20,000) and Toodyay &
Districts Community Bank ($10,000), the
P&C has raised a large portion of the budget
towards the project.
However, we’re seeking additional cash
and in-kind contributions such as volunteer
labour, equipment operators and machinery
use, and donated materials of rock, gravel,
sand and logs to bring the playground to
fruition.
It is truly a collaborative project and one
which we can’t wait to share with all of you.
Equally exciting is the landscaping works
next to the primary school basketball court.
If all goes to plan students will return from
the April school holidays to a new seating
area including lawn, picnic tables, shade sails
and garden to create a more inviting space to
play and learn.
We look forward to showing you the end
results soon.
Contact Kelly-Anne Murray on 0406 585
716 or email pandctoodyaydhs@gmail.com
or, message via the facebook page just search
‘Toodyay DHS P&C’, or write to Toodyay
District High School P&C at PO Box 1624,
Toodyay WA 6566.

Badger doubles shower time
Bejoording Community Group
From the desk of The Badger
AS I WRITE this month’s column it’s
actually raining – the first decent rain for
many months.
An end to choking dust, tanks on the way to
filling up, and I have replaced the two-minute
egg timer in the shower with one that lasts
for four minutes – such luxury.
The new challenge will now be an upsurge
in unwanted little green shoots coming up
from seemingly dead soil in unexpected
places. A small price I guess for fresh water.
It’s that time of the year again.
It’s footy tipping time, so forget COVID19. It’s AFL fever now.
Linda’s ledger book is out on display at
the shed for the tippers to enter their wishful
thinking.
Nothing brings our community together
more than footy tipping. Everyone has
something to say about it, even the quietest
among us.
And everyone has to come to the shed to
put their tips in to Linda the tipping queen’s
ledger.
Further symptoms of this contagious fever
are the weekly agonising over who will do
what to whom the next weekend.

Into the wash will go the colourful bobble
hats and scarves the super faithful wear even
to watch games on the TV.
Club colours will go up in various ‘man
cave’ sheds around the district and no doubt
at least one supporter will make cup cakes
with coloured icing to match their team.
As for me I’ve made a reasonable start in
the first two rounds for a reprise of my 2015
wooden spoon. It’s been a few years so I can
but hope.
Hope you made it to our AGM on
Wednesday April 6; it’s good practice for
the Federal Election expected next month.
We had a pizza feast for the AGM and
maybe next month it will be democracy
sausage.
Your monthly reminder.
We meet every Wednesday evening at the
Bejoording Community Centre which shares
premises with the local Volunteer Bush Fire
Brigade in Bejoording Road.
Come along from 6pm and leave when it
suits you.
It’s strictly ‘come as you are’ casual, kids
are welcome, and there are fun events every
month.
If you aren’t yet a member, we’d love to
get to know you.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR
FULL TIME

An opportunity exists for an experienced, dynamic, and highly motivated professional to join the team at the
Shire of Toodyay, in the role of Economic Development Coordinator.
Located in the beautiful Avon Valley, only 55 minutes from Perth, Toodyay combines heritage, agriculture,
tourism, and a diverse natural environment to create a unique lifestyle, blending country living with access to
city amenities.
The Economic Development Coordinator will play a critical role in the development and implementation of
economic, tourism and business development strategies to improve the liveability and tourism experience in
the Shire of Toodyay. Other key activities of this role include;
• developing and maintaining new and existing networks,
• attraction of business investment and event opportunities to the region,
• tourism promotion and economic growth in line with the Shire’s Strategic Community Plan and Economic
Development Plan.
Applicants must have proven knowledge and experience, excellent time management abilities, high-level
computer skills and be a great communicator. Coordinating the Museum, Community Development and
Visitors Centre teams, a commitment to working in a team environment to achieve continuous improvement
is essential.
To attract the right candidate, the Shire is offering an attractive base salary of $66,000-$69,000 per annum,
plus superannuation. Other beneﬁts include professional development opportunities, uniform allowance,
additional superannuation contribution policy and income protection. Application packages are available on
our website at www.toodyay.wa.gov.au or by contacting the Records Ofﬁcer on 9574 9312 or email
records@toodyay.wa.gov.au.
Applications should be marked “CONFIDENTIAL – Economic Development Coordinator” and forwarded to
the Chief Executive Ofﬁcer, Shire of Toodyay.
Mail to: PO Box 96, Toodyay WA 6566, or in-person to Shire of Toodyay Admin Centre, 15 Fiennes Street
Toodyay during opening hours, or email to records@toodyay.wa.gov.au
Applications close 4pm on Tuesday 19 April 2022.
Applicants must have the right to live and work in Australia.
The Shire is an Equal Opportunity Employer that values and respects diversity
in its workplace.
Please Note: Canvassing of Councillors will disqualify. The successful applicant is
required to obtain a current Federal Police clearance, pre-employment medical,
and to provide evidence of all claimed qualiﬁcations prior to commencing employment.

Avon Valley Bowling League Ladies 4’s Championship. Northam winners (from left) Jenny
Becker, Wendy Richards, Faye Withnell and Lee Eaton.

Rocket O’Sullivan the new champ
Country Womens Association

Bolgart Community News
Pam McGill

Cool day in the pool
WELL done to Rocket O’Sullivan who was
Champion in the Year 3 Girls and Tyler
Page who was runner-up in the Year 6 Boys
Swimming Carnival.
The day was a little colder than expected,
but the children had an amazing day and they
should all be proud of their efforts on the day.
Merit Certificates for February
Senior Room: Joshua Cotter and Levi Smith
Junior Room: Harper Smith, Gilbert
Matthews and Matilda Clarke.
Aussie of the Month February
Harrison Wallis and Archer-Rose Glenie
Thomas.
Merit Cerificates for March
Junior Room: Annabelle Clarke and Harley
Judson.
Senior Room: Brodey Whiteaker and Yuuki
Yasumura.
Aussie of the Month March
Tyler Page and Nicholas French.

The Bolgart CWA held its Annual General
Meeting last month with the following ladies
being elected: President – Brenda Clarke;
Vice President – Dianne Edmonds; Secretary
– Joan Carr; and Treasurer – Brenda Clarke.
Thank you to outgoing Secretary Barbara
Mottershaw and President Stephanie Penn.

Lawn Bowls

WINNERS of the Avon Valley Bowling
League Fours held at Bolgart were from
Northam being Jenny Becker, Wendy
Richards, Faye Withnell and Lee Eaton.
The runners-up from York were Sian
Smith, Jenny Jones, Carol Ashworth and Sue
Collins.
Twelve teams competed from Avon Valley
clubs, with the weather turning out to be very
pleasant.
The Ladies bowls wind-up was on
Thursday March 17. Not a large number of
ladies attended but an enjoyable time was
had with our small group.
Good luck to the Ladies going to Perth to
compete in Country Week bowls.

Advertisement

Moondyne Joe to run riot
THE TOWN of Toodyay will step back
in time yet again to celebrate the life
and times of the iconic Moondyne Joe
by hosting the Moondyne Festival in
Toodyay, the home of Healthy Fun.
The Moondyne Festival brings the
infamous Avon Valley bushranger
Moondyne Joe and his escapades to
life.
The highlight of the day is the reenactment of Moondyne Joe’s various
escapades and his mock trials.
The festival is the premier colonial
festival in WA, first held in 1984 to
celebrate the life and times of Joseph
Bolitho Johns, known as ‘Moondyne
Joe’, the Avon Valley’s legendary
bushranger.
The festival transforms the
picturesque historical town of Toodyay
into a lively all-day festival with the
sound of song, dance, laughter and
fun for the whole family.
The opening ceremony is at 10am.
Locals and guests dress in 19th
century costumes for a colourful
procession down the main street,
headed by the Kalamunda Pipe Band
and will be followed by a fun, colourful,
energetic and noisy parade with street
actors, stilt walkers, the town crier,
blacksmith, wood choppers and much
more.
Cheer on ‘Joe’s Gang’ and the
floozies, coppers, swaggies and town
crier as Joe is tried by a kangaroo
court, convicted by a corrupt judge and
escapes with the assistance of local
inhabitants who love Joe; one could
say he was the WA equivalent of Ned
Kelly or Robin Hood.
The festival will be held on Stirling
Terrace, which will be closed to traffic
from 9am to 4pm Sunday May 1.

As well as the street entertainment,
there will be a variety of stalls, displays,
performances and demonstrations.
Arts Toodyay will present local art,
while the Mad Tatters Morris and Irish
dancers will entertain you along the
main street.
The Jarrah Celtic Band will delight
us again with their wealth of colonial
songs.
Listen to Bush Poets’ Australiana,
early settlers’ folk music that will include
Irish, Scottish, Italian and English
performed by various entertainers.
Enjoy once again the very popular
Royal Australian Navy Band and
Toodyay Community Singers.
The festival follows through the main
town site to the beautiful Duidgee Park
resting on the banks of the Avon River
which will be filled with speciality craft
and food stalls.
Events include log chopping,
shearing, blacksmithing, bush poetry,
stilt walkers, Clydesdale horse and
cart rides, shearing, wood-turning, and
of course the ever-popular Swaggie
Camp.
Don’t miss the Vintage Horse Works
Display (circa 1850) located next to the
Newcastle Gaol Museum.
This event is packed full of family
fun and kids’ entertainment. Children
will be delighted with stilt walkers,
carnival, face painting, balloon twisting,
petting zoo and old fashion games like
hopscotch, sack race, egg and spoon,
skipping, quoits and much more.
Make sure you don’t miss this brilliant
event suitable for all ages.
For more information and to view
the events programme visit www.
moondynefestival.com.au or contact
moondynecommittee@gmail.com
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Fatigue a serious problem during busy seeding time
Warrior Wellbeing
The Team
SEEDING and harvest are extremely busy
times of the year for farmers.
One of the most important things to
consider looking after during these times is
our most valuable resource – us.
Having to complete tasks by a set date
imposes time pressure and this may make
us take short cuts and if we take short cuts
regarding our wellbeing it increases our risk
factors dramatically.
It is a time when relationships come under
pressure, our physical health is ignored, and
accidents can happen.
Research into truck crashes by the Truck
Crash Research Centre based in South
Australia has some thought-provoking
outcomes.
One of the research outcomes is that most
truck accidents (more than 90 per cent)
happened on the outward-bound journey of
the truck trip.
We need to ask ourselves why is this?
There are many reasons for this, but
primarily it is a combination of being
physically tired coming off the holiday break

Seeding is now a busy time for farmers..
and/or mentally our headspace is not focused
on the job at hand, we are not operating in
the present.
What we blokes don’t do well is consider

the consequences of risk taking; we think it
won’t happen to me.
Consequences are something we must
live with, so in our seeding and harvest

60 turn up to get a handle on new ideas
Avon Woodturners
Max Heath
What a time we have had at the Woodturners.
Our workshop is done and dusted, thank
goodness.
It was a trying time and our thanks to some
people in the Toodyay Shire who helped out,
especially Daniel Hobley and his offsider.
It was a difficult time as we were the first
woodturning club to host a workshop under
the new rules.
We had limited numbers in the hall and chairs
spread out as per the rules.
It was difficult getting through to people who
were used to just turning up to these workshops
that we needed to know the numbers and an
email was sent to all Woodturning Association
of WA members.
The response was good and we filled our
quota, although some members didn’t turn up

and didn’t let us know which could have led
to other members being turned away.
We had about 60 in attendance, with quite a
few staying for the weekend.
We had three demonstrators for the day.
The first one was talking about resins and the
difficulty in turning this material.
The second turned a swinging clock which
was very different to what we are used to and
the third showed us the use of what is called
gold leaf which can be glued to the inside of a
bowl and is very effective.
We had three ladies in the kitchen and I would
like to thank Lisa Slater who was a ring-in and
two of our members’ wives, Sue Pearce and Dot
Hobie for their marvellous help.
Thanks also to my wife Millie who looked
after the raffle for us.
We at Avon Woodturners would like to thank
all the businesses in Toodyay and Northam who
supported us by donating prizes.

There are just too many to name but your
support was appreciated and recognised on the
day.
The rest of the members were kept busy
running around early on the day and also doing
the clean up after.
Sometimes being a bit cheeky pays off.
The day before our workshop the Anglican
Church hosted the World Day of Prayer. The
morning tea following was really good and
there looked to be a lot of goodies left over.
I think all of the leftovers were left for the
Woodturning Workshop. This was greatly
appreciated.
The President of the Woodturning Association
unveiled our memorial bench seat early this
month.
At the end of this we will run a wood raffle
with some other turned items as prizes.
Believe it or not there has also been some
woodturning going on during this time.

preparations we need to limit our personal
risk, and if what we’re planning is an
overstretch, reconsider the options.
In addition to the usual preparations
perhaps we should follow the lead of other
industries, such as mining and construction,
where clear guidelines on safe parameters
for work have been implemented.
Here are some things to reflect on when
considering your wellbeing.
A well briefed work crew (often our
family): keep those working with us briefed
on daily activities. Unfortunately, with
farming this often doesn’t happen and can
lead to unnecessary disputes and increased
tension and frustration.
Fatigue management: limiting working
time to no more than 14 hours in a 24 hour
period. Seeding might be over a relatively
short period, but this strategy should not be
compromised.
The only solution to fatigue is taking a
break and sleeping; doing other jobs is not
good enough, you need to sleep.
Factor in regular breaks: this also reduces
the impact of fatigue and increases our
capacity to beat boredom, which can often
lead to expensive mistakes and machine
damage.
Pre-start exercises: I would be surprised
if any farmers begin a shift with some
limbering up exercises. It is a known fact
that this type of start to the day significantly
reduces muscle injuries.
Meeting dietary needs: how often are you
eating and what are you snacking on?
It is not just about good meals it is also
about good snacks that are nutritious
and correctly timed. A good meal is very
beneficial at the beginning of a shift and a
light meal at the end is beneficial in helping
to promote good sleep.
Adequate sleep: for most people this is
about seven to eight hours in every 24-hour
cycle. It is not possible to reduce this and still
function properly. Remember this is sleep not
just being in bed.
Seeding and harvest are hectic times of the
year. A controlled and planned approach will
pay dividends.
Enjoy it. It is a great time.
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‘Julimar Jaunt’ explores conservation concerns Take a new seat
at the Old Gaol

Toodyay Historical Society
Robyn Taylor
THE POTENTIAL mining in the Julimar
State Forest, also known as the Julimar
Conservation Park, is a hot issue in Toodyay.
Its recognition as a state forest where
industries such as mining can operate and
signage proclaiming it a conservation park
appears contradictory.
The former Department for Conservation
and Land Management intended to create
the Julimar Conservation Park in 2000 and
signage to this effect is still in place.
In September that year both tiers of the
WA Government resolved ‘When mineral
prospectivity issues have been resolved, the
Julimar interim forest conservation area will
become a conservation park.’
Twenty-two years later articles in the
March 2022 edition of the Toodyay Herald
highlight the present-day conflict surrounding
the forest.
The world’s need during this time of
climate change for the ‘green treasure’
of platinum, palladium, nickel, cobalt
and copper, all found in the Julimar area,
clashes with the forest’s high natural values
as a conservation ‘island’ and habitat for
endangered species.
Environmental history is an increasingly
important area of study in order to understand
long-term impacts of introduced changes to
an ecosystem.
This is a case study on our very own
doorstep.
As a historical society we felt it was timely
to delve into this branch of history and look
at the forest, its flora and fauna, and the
industries that have operated there since the
latter half of the 19th century.
At the end of March, we organised an
excursion dubbed the ‘Julimar Jaunt’ by our
member Beth.
Beth was armed with as much information
as she could gather and we also invited
members of Toodyay’s environmental
groups to share their knowledge of the area,
including the forest’s waterways that feed
into the Avon River.
There was an excellent turnup with
knowledge and experiences being shared
during an introductory talk and ramble in
the forest.
Morning tea was held at the home of two
members whose property backs onto the
Conservation Park.
Don and Eva entertained us with

Volunteers Of Toodyay Museums
Barry Keens

Our Julimar Jaunt started with a talk in a clearing off Munyerring Spring Road before a
ramble through the Julimar Conservation Park. Photo: Toodyay Naturalist Club.
stories about the antics of local fauna and
observations of the decline in orchid numbers
due to a drying climate.
This was followed by another walk along
what could have been one of the many dirt
roads created by the early beekeepers to
transport their hives.
An excellent article on Julimar’s natural
and industrial history can be found in the
Winter 2006 edition of Landscope.
Titled Julimar, turning full circle, the
researchers who were attached to CALM
explore the historic uses of this 28,000
hectare forest including farming, timber
cutting, firewood collecting, beekeeping,
wildflower picking, and training by the
armed forces.
The article is invaluable as a 2006 snapshot
of the authors’ research findings and their
optimism for the future.
“The Julimar Conservation Park stands
today as an excellent example of a mixed
age, multi-species woodland.” say the
authors.
“It has survived the many battles waged
for its attributes and uses.
“It now offers nature lovers a relaxing and
interesting forest experience.
“With a diversity of habitats, interesting

wildflowers and abundant refuges, the native
animals that were once so common have
returned to inhabit this unique ‘island.”
Sixteen years later this optimism may be
difficult to sustain in the face of the global
demand for the precious metals that are being
detected beneath the forest floor.
It can only be hoped modern technology
will enable the coexistence of both mining
and the preservation of Julimar’s priceless
non-mineral ‘green treasures’.
Members will be advised about this
month’s excursion.
Contacts: secretary.2j.ths@gmail.com;
Robyn Taylor, rdtaylor@iinet.net.au or 9574
2578, or Beth Frayne toobide4@iinet.net.au
or 9574 5971. The postal address is PO Box
32 Toodyay WA 6566.
Website: toodyayhistoricalsociety.org.au.
Membership is $15 per annum.

IN SPITE of the hot weather the volunteers
have still been able to provide front -of
-house for the Old Gaol Museum on most
days and have welcomed a good number of
local, state and interstate visitors.
With the cooler weather and the border
opening we are sure we will have even more.
Since our last appeal for volunteers,
we have been joined by Michael Cox on
Mondays and Phil Roberts on Wednesdays,
and some Sundays, which is most welcome.
Michael has been repairing, sanding and
varnishing the three bench seats in the Gaol
Courtyard.
We had the pleasure of providing a $500
donation to Toodyay RSL towards the Alma
Beard Memorial at the Medical Centre
and $200 to Toodyay Locals Care for the
Christmas Dinner from the funds raised by
our shingle sales.
We have also purchased two bench seats
to be installed at the rear of the Old Gaol
Museum in shady spots and these will be
available for visitors in the near future.
A reminder that both Museums are open
from 10am to 3pm daily, except Good Friday,
and admission is free to Toodyay residents
and local high school students and teachers.
A Fun Facts School Holiday Programme
for kids of all ages will be available to
visitors to Connor’s Mill during school
holidays.

Benches repaired.

Petrol heads inspect cop car
Toodyay Men’s Shed
Graham Hill
ANOTHER busy time at the Men’s Shed
with a visit from Western Australian Police.
Sgt Ian from the driver training wing
called into the Shed with two recruits and the
latest Police Vehicle, a 2-litre Skoda Superb
wagon.
This was of great interest to the petrol
heads at the Men’s Shed who were fascinated
with all the bells and whistles.
Vice Chairman Fred Fellowes, along with
Steve King and Colin Bird are organising a
training session for those members wishing
to have instruction on working both the wood
and metal lathes.
Fred and Charlie Carabott have just
completed a cut-out of Moondyne Joe for
the Wendouree Tea Rooms ready for next
month’s Moondyne Festival.
The Shed is preparing for our wood raffle to
be held on Friday April 8 and Saturday April
9 and some lucky person will win a tandem
trailer load of firewood ready for the coming
winter.
Tickets available outside of IGA from 8am
with no increase in price since last year.
This is a major fund raiser for the Men’s
Shed so please come along and support us.
Our membership continues to increase.
If you are looking to join a team of men
of similar interests and are free between
8.30am and noon on any Monday, Thursday

Sgt Ian and two recruits visit the Men’s Shed.

or Saturday, please come and join us.
You can work on any project of yours or
ours in the wood or metal workshops.
You can use your expertise or perhaps gain
some from us.
Alternatively, just call in for a tea or coffee
and say “Hi” to the gentlemen of the Toodyay
Men’s Shed.

Fred Fellowes (left) and Charlie Carabott
working on Moondyne Joe.
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Squishy toes make great wine
Toodyay Grape Stomp
Daphne Lee

Syrian flatbread is made from wheat subsidised by that country’s government to lower costs.

Ukraine war hits grain market
as ‘global food crisis looms’
Toodyay Agricultural Alliance
Frank Panizza
THE ONGOING conflict in Ukraine is still
dominating grain news throughout the world.
The war has already had an effect on
Australian grain markets and this has had an
effect on our local farmers, primarily a spike
in input costs such as fertiliser and a spike in
grain prices.
The continuing conflict and the devastating
effect it has had on the lives of ordinary
Ukrainians has already had far reaching
consequences.
Because Russia and Ukraine are very large
exporters of grains and oilseeds, panic has
set into food importing countries dependent
upon imported grains and oilseeds.
Mr. Yousef Al Shamli, the Kingdom of
Jordan’s Trade Minister, last week went
to the extraordinary extent of stating to its
peoples that it had 13 months and eight days
of food (wheat) in storage.
He went on to say that “Jordan did not
purchase any wheat from Russia and Ukraine
in 2021”.
The statement was clearly designed to
reassure Jordanians that food security was
safe.
Jordan and many Arab countries purchase
wheat en masse which is then distributed by
their governments to provide a subsidised
basic staple food to their people.
The subsidy is substantial; as a result in
many cases individual flat breads are sold

for only a few cents each.
India has also raised similar concerns,
citing “food prices are already at an all-time
high”.
Mr. Shashi Thoroor, Congress MP in the
Indian Parliament, recently raised concerns
that 30 per cent of the upcoming crop will
not be planted in Ukraine and Russia. He
added that “a global food crisis looms.”
Low plantings, low carry out wheat and
canola stocks as well as the disruption to
exports out of the Black Sea has thrown
world grain and oilseed markets into turmoil.
Many countries are very concerned about
supplies of food and the sharp rise in the cost
of basic food items.
While the suffering of ordinary Ukrainians
is incomprehensible, the flow-on effects
to food prices will affect ordinary people
in many countries around the world, far
removed from the conflict.
Recent thunderstorm and shower activity
has delivered mixed fortunes for local
farmers, typical of late summer and autumn
rains.
Falls have ranged from heavy to almost
non-existent. Heavier falls of up to 50mm
have been received at the eastern extremity
of our Shire.
The rain which was heavy at times did wash
off paddocks, although some replenishment
of dams and soaks was welcomed.
Seeding is almost upon us and most of
our local farmers are busy preparing for the
season ahead.

More bling planned for Show
Toodyay Agricultural Society Inc.
Alison Wroth
MASKS at the ready for meetings,
disinfectant gel, evolving information
every day, but somehow we are all thinking
very positively about organising the 168th
Toodyay Agricultural Show for October.
This is even when the possibility of
something being announced the week of the
event to “upset the apple cart” is always at
the back of your mind.
However, we have become used to this
and with our sponsors, volunteers and a very
strong committee, we will see it through to
providing an excellent day for everyone.
Maybe this year only the weather on the
day will be the concern.
New ideas on the Showground area are
adding “bling” to the Sports Pavilion and
making it a “Lifestyle Pavilion” with local
producer stalls inside; the “Eco Amble” and
possibility of having artists in residence in
the Youth Hall.
Have to pull them off first but keep a look
out when you get to the Show.
By this month, budgets are done and we are
all beginning to get into the habit of sticking
to the job timeline, making life easier to
organise
Our first fundraising wood stall has been
confirmed for the July 1 and 2. It’s still a long
way off but the community will definitely be
looking for nice jarrah by then.
The people of Toodyay are so supportive
of everything we do, membership drives,
fundraising, advertising and prize support
for the Show Schedule.
The Show would not be half the success it is
without the support of the local community.

This is much appreciated by us all.
As Chief Steward, I will be looking for
some “back up” Stewards for the Exhibition
Halls and Livestock areas.
These will be required only if the confirmed
stewards, who volunteer for the Judging and
Show day, come down with COVID-19 in
the week of the Show at some stage and a
replacement is necessary.
Think about giving stewarding a go.
If you are involved in a certain craft group
or you love cooking, growing veggies or
possibly back yard beekeeping, you might
just be the person I’m looking for this year
to be there for me and provide back up to our
stewards if one does get sick.
All sponsors and advertisers, prize donors
and supporters please understand that
depending on how the virus reacts after this
recent spike the committee will decide by
May or June meeting how to monitor the
continuing organisation of the Show.
We have such detailed COVID-19 plans in
place after last year; these only need to be
updated and improved to cover any hiccups
that may come our way in the lead up to
October.
In no way do we want to put our excellent
reputation as a responsible event organiser
at risk.
Expressions of Interest for available
positions that we offer at the Show, will be
advertised in the next issue of The Herald.
These positions are an excellent fundraiser
for any community group, big or small: only
one day’s work supporting both your own
group and the annual Show.
Please do not hesitate to contact me
should you have any queries on
0437 099 960.

EVERY February, when the grapes are
ready, we have the annual grape stomp day
at Mike (Mili) and Marlene Andrijich’s farm
on Picnic Hill Road.
Family and friends synchronise their
movements so everyone can be there.
The vineyard was planted in 2005 but due
to adverse bird activity the vines did not
survive.
Replanting was done in 2008 and was
successful due to netting of the vineyard and
the orchard.
The first stomp was in 2011 and has
continue yearly without fail, even one year
when it rained and it was held in the shearing
shed.
Everyone voted it a great day.
The day starts at 8am sharp.
We all venture up to the vineyard and
commence filling our buckets with the
beautiful red grapes (taste-testing as we go).
A designated medic is chosen for the day
and when the call goes out for ‘medic’ they
rush to the patient with the trusty packet of
band-aids in their pocket.
Injuries are usually from secateur nips,
nothing more has ever happened.
The job of medic is very important and is
always coveted.
When the ute is overflowing with very full
buckets, we head back down to the farm for
the fun to begin.
Stomping is done in a half wine barrel,
which can accommodate two people, and
is a barefoot affair with grapes squelching
between your toes – an experience not to be
missed.
While this is happening, we are also
enjoying a cuppa with lots of yummy
delights and catch-ups with family and
friends – some of whom we haven’t seen
since last stomp day.
Sometimes there are up to 60 people
enjoying the day.
With so many stompers plenty of juice is
extracted, ready to make beautiful Andrilee
Shiraz and Cabernet to give away to family
and friends.
Mike has lots of his Croatian rellies joining
in and bringing some of their amazing food
and I am sure some people attend just to

sample treats like poshies, plus the Aussie
sausage sizzle and ice-cream slice; all are
now traditions on stomp day.
A wonderful moment this year was seeing
Mike and his sister Silvia stomping together
– a great achievement for two in their
eighties.
Stomping is not for the faint-hearted as you
use lots of energy, but such a bucket list item
to do.
Thank you Mike and Marlene and all your
family for allowing us to participate in this
wonderful day.
I am proud to be part of it and may we have
many more grape stomp days at Andrilee.

Grape stompers Diane Edmonds (left) and
Marlene Andrijich.

Dawn Service starts at 6am
RSL Toodyay
Bob Wood
THIS month includes our most important
ceremony of the year.
Despite the uncertainty created by sudden
changes to the COVID-19 rules, at this stage
we are planning for Anzac Day to follow our
normal format and include the following
events.
Dawn Service at 6am at the War Memorial
on Anzac Avenue, to be followed by a
Gunfire Breakfast (courtesy of the Lions
Club) at the Wicklow Shearing Shed in
Clinton Street. A gold coin donation will be
requested.
Parade forming up at 10:30am on Stirling

Terrace outside the Memorial Hall.
RSL members will be joined by serving
members of the ADF, Cadets, volunteer
firefighters, St. John Ambulance volunteers,
SES, Police and many others.
Led by a bagpiper supported by drums, we
shall then march via Harper Street to the War
Memorial where the service will be held.
We also hope that our application for a
RAAF flyover will be granted.
After the service, attendees will be invited
to join with RSL members to gather at the
Toodyay Club for fellowship and light
refreshments.
For more information please call Bob
Wood on 0412 681 794
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Production on hold until June
but rehearsals underway
Toodyay Theatre Group
Shannan Smith

Viv in her St Patrick’s Day hat

Viv’s hat celebrates St Pat

Country Womens Association
Viv Street
EVERY month CWA members are holding a
competition to raise funds to go towards our
roof replacement.
The theme for March was a St Patrick’s
Day hat.
Our March meeting was cancelled due to
local COVID-19 worries but Viv had already

made her hat and wore it on March 17.
Here it is.
Next month’s competition is to honour the
Platinum Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth.
Members have been gathering treasures
from op shops to dress as Queenly as they
can.
Look out for the pearls and tiaras.
I am sure we will be parading our outfits
whether this month’s meeting is held or not.

THE TOODYAY Theatre Group is back
for another busy year.
We started the year with our AGM where
we elected a new committee.
The 2022 President is Dave Mitchell and
Vice President is Barry Vause.
All other positions have been filled and
everyone is looking forward to another
successful year ahead.
We have started rehearsals for “Robin
the Hood”, our first production for 2022.
This show has everything.
From witty dialog to song and dance and
maybe even some audience participation.
We have a huge cast this year with young
and “mature” alike.
We have some memorable characters
joining us for this production.
Not only do we have all the usual suspects
that hang around Sherwood Forrest but
keep an eye out for the “Greenies” and the
“Sherwood Forest Bowling Team”.
As everyone is aware, the COVID-19
virus has come to our beautiful part of the
world with a vengeance.
Because of this the Toodyay Theatre
Group Committee has had to make the
tough decision to delay the production
until June.
We have also decided to postpone
rehearsals until after the school holidays.

Irish dancers join St Patrick’s songsters
Toodyay Community Singers
Anne Millar

TOODYAY Singers held a mini St Patrick’s
night on March 17 at the CWA Hall; we all
had a great time.
The singers would like to thank John
Wheeler for joining us on his guitar and
our very own Edna for also providing

accompaniment on keyboards.
We would also like to thank Lyn Johnson
and her Irish Dancers for an enjoyable
performance and joining us to make the
night a success.
Further thanks to the audience for
participating in the singing of traditional
Irish Music.
Due to COVID-19 we think it is

responsible to take a short break.
Rehearsals will recommence at 7pm on
Thursday April 28 at the CWA Hall on
Stirling Terrace.
As always we would like to see some new
members from the community and all are
welcome.
If you enjoy singing come along and meet
us.

The Toodyay Herald team wishes everyone Happy Easter!

As I’m sure everyone can appreciate the
health and wellbeing of all cast and crew
is our first priority.
We will notify everyone when things are
back on track and when tickets are available.

Ida doesn’t
want to say
goodbye
Ida’s Hideaway
Rae Vigar

IT’S WITH a very heavy heart that we
need to write this article.
We need your help.
Ida’s Hideaway has been going for just
over 20 years, making so many ‘golden
oldies’ very happy.
There is always laughter and happiness
which is our best medicine and that is
what Ida’s Hideaway is all about.
Lately though we are missing the
volunteers’ helping hands which we
need.
Without more smiling faces of the
‘golden oldies’ and community/financial
support, Ida’s Hideaway will have to
close our door and say goodbye.
If you can help, or wish to join
us, please contact our secretary, Ann
Sinclair on 0407 775 459.
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Dyes create stunning colours
Toodyay Spinners
Gail Williams (Secretary)

ELAINE Hutchings has been putting her
skills to good use spinning the fibre and
then dying the yarn into these stunning
colours. The end product is these amazing
colourful fingerless gloves, something
bright and warm for winter.
Toodyay Spinners would like to extend
an invitation to anyone who wishes to
learn a new skill as we have members
experienced in the craft of knitting,

crochet, spinning and weaving.
Our members are only too willing to help
and teach you.
Toodyay Spinners meet every Wednesday
and the first and third Saturday of the month
at Parkers Cottage which is located in the
Toodyay Showgrounds.
Why not come along and join our group?
You only need yourself.
We meet from 9.00am until midday.
If you require further information please
contact the Secretary, Gail Williams – phone:
9622 3411.

Cushion Challenge entries.

Gail’s beautiful chicken quilt
includes a wily fox
The Crooked Needle
Jean Melhuish-Hill
THIS month we presented craft group
founder Gail Fellowes with a beautiful
chicken quilt.
The panels were appliquéd by a number
of the ladies and included chickens, coops,
roosters and the wily fox who all country
folk try to guard their chickens against.
Gail is a WA girl born in Midland.
Over the years she has lived at High
Wickham, Bayswater and Hillcrest, and
attended Mt Lawley High School.
Moving to Toodyay some 19 years ago
Gail was looking to get to know people in
the area and being an excellent crafts woman
approached the Craft Shop.
Back then there was a newsagent at the
front and craft at the back where the far end
of the Christmas shop now is.
Gail became a silent partner of the business
and took on a teaching role. Group craft
lessons commenced with all monies collected
donated to St Johns.
The Craft shop later moved into what was
Chino’s Café, then 10 years ago it closed
However, the craft group had evolved into
the now Friday Morning Craft Group that
meet at the CWA Hall.
Jan Walters and Enid Lowless joined the
original classes and are still with the group.

Tania Harrison was also a participant in the
early classes and Gail remembers that at the
sock knitting class Tania couldn’t even cast
on but she was the first person to finish her
socks.
Gail continues to present us with various
opportunities to learn and demonstrate our
talents which is what led to the Cushion
Challenge.
We had some 18 entries ranging from
quilted, knitted, crocheted, sewn and woven
cushions – extremely colourful, large and
small, even a pair of pin cushions.
Sue Jackson thought outside the box on
that one.
After a group vote Carol Barlow, Annette
Miller and Lee King’s entries were deemed
the top three cushions.
We would like to thank Gail for all the
knowledge and enthusiasm that she has
shared with the ladies of the Toodyay
community over the years.
If you are looking for a friendly group of
ladies to exchange crafting ideas with in a
social setting please come for a visit.
We meet at the CWA Hall in Toodyay from
9.30am to midday each Friday.
Please note those attending are required to
meet current COVID-19 regulations.
For more information please contact Jan on
0407 083 079 or Annette on 0428 804 666.

Mittens knitted from hand spun coloured yarn (above).

Winning entries for cushions (from left) Crochet by Lee King, Woven by Annette Miller,
Quilted and embroidered by Carol Barlow. Special mention for a novice crochet cushion
by Rose Rootham pictured at top.

This little fox has the feathers in his mouth.
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Eyes peeled for solar skyshow

Astronomy
Kim Angus

AURORAS are spectacular sights.
We’d all like to see one, and our chances
in Toodyay will improve in the next few
years.
You see, it is coming up to the solar
maximum in 2025, which happens every
11 years or so.
If it gets this far north, Toodyay is the
perfect spot with its dark night-time skies,
particularly on moonless nights.
Be ready also for possible severe
electrical and communications disruptions
as the Sun flexes its powerful muscles.
The Aurora Australis put on a show in
January last year that could be seen from
WA’s south coast but you have to go back
to June 2015 when it was last seen in Perth
and the Hills at the end of the last solar
maximum.
This occurs when the Sun’s magnetic
field flips and is characterised by increased
solar radiation and ejected solar material,
more and bigger sunspots, and more solar
flares and coronal loops.
Now you might wonder what all this has
to do with seeing an aurora in Toodyay and
where power cuts come into it but, rest
assured, we are getting there.
Auroras are caused when solar winds hit
the Earth’s magnetosphere, which protects

More ants mean
Djeran season
is upon us
Noongar Kaartdijin Aboriginal
Corporation

Auroral display as seen from the International Space Station.

us from most of the particles and energy
being constantly blasted out from the Sun.
Without it, there would be no life on
Earth.
Solar winds are the stream of plasma
continuously ejected by the sun but the
temperature density and speed of these
particles can vary.
When these charged particles from the
Sun reach the magnetosphere it changes
their trajectory and they may then strike
atoms in the upper atmosphere which emit
light in response.
Auroras are seen mainly near the Earth’s
north and south magnetic poles because the
magnetosphere’s field lines bend incoming
particles towards the poles.
The interactions are actually far more
complex than this, but you get the basic
idea.
Solar maxima are when solar winds are
more intense, and more incoming particles
and other solar events cause stronger aural
displays.
They also increase the risk of geomagnetic
storms.
Geomagnetic storms cause auroras to
be seen much closer to the Equator than
is normal but this isn’t the only effect –
they can also severely disrupt electrical
and communications networks, including
mobile phones and internet services.
Satellites and electrical power
transmission lines that run in an east-west
direction are particularly vulnerable.
The Bureau of Meteorology provides
Space Weather Services that report on what
is going on in the upper atmosphere.
They also have pages about auroras,

starting at sws.bom.gov.au/Aurora where
you can find out what the Sun is doing and
when you might be able to see an aurora
in Toodyay.
The Aurora Australis can appear in the
southern sky at night as a green and/or pink
glow with vertical streams of light.
It may look a bit like somebody out
spotlighting and is best seen during a
new moon from places with no artificial
light pollution, such as in many parts of
Toodyay.
A hill with a clear view to the south
would be ideal because auroral displays are
likely to be near the horizon but no good
at locations such as Toodyay’s Pelham
Lookout because it faces north.
The Kaus index – a measure of
geomagnetic activity over a three-hour
period posted on the Bureau of Meteorology
webpage – needs to measure five or above
to offer any chance of success.
A high index doesn’t guarantee a sighting
but the higher the reading, the greater the
chance of a truly spectacular display.
You could even try astrophotography
if you have a tripod and a DSLR camera
that can handle 15-second exposures with
a timer or remote shutter release.
Long exposures can sometimes capture
auroras that are not visible to human eyes.
And a word of caution: if you ever have
the good fortune to see a truly spectacular
aurora from Toodyay make sure you have
fuel for your generator, don’t trust your
GPS and have a good book at hand just in
case.
Happy viewing.

DID YOU know that Noongar people have
traditionally hunted and gathered food
according to the six bonar (seasons)?
The seasons can be long or short and are
indicated by what is happening around us
rather than by dates on a calendar.
We have now entered the Noongar bonar
of Djeran.
These six bonar are: Birak – around
December/January; Bunuru – around
February/March); Djeran – around
April/May; Makuru – around June/July;
Djilba – around August/September; and,
Kambarang – around October/November.
Djeran is ant season and time to repair
shelter.
This season at last sees a break in the
really hot weather.
A key indicator of the change of season
is the cool nights that once again bring a
dewy presence for us to discover in the
early mornings.
The winds have also changed, especially
in their intensity, with light breezes being
the go and generally swinging from
southerly directions.
Djeran is a time of red flowers especially
from the Red flowering gum (Corymbia
ficifolia).
Banksias start to display their flowers,
ensuring that there are nectar food sources
for the many small mammals and birds that
rely upon them.
Traditionally, foods at this time of year
included the seeds that had been collected
and stored for treatment from the Zamia
last season along with the root bulbs of the
Yanget (Bullrushes), freshwater fish, frogs
and turtles.
As the season progresses, the nights will
become cooler and damper along with
some cool and rainy days.
This means that traditionally mia-mias
(shelters) were now repaired and updated
to make sure they were waterproofed and
facing in the right direction in readiness
for the deep wintery months to come.
For more information on the Noongar
seasons: http://www.bom.gov.au/iwk/
calendars/nyoongar.shtml

Several different ways to say
the same ancient words
Noongar Waangkiny
KAYA, wanju nidja Noongar boodja (Hello,
welcome to Noongar country).
Did you know that Noongar language was
not written but passed down the generations
in the spoken word - through stories, art and
dance?
There are several ways of pronouncing
common words.
With our Noongar culture across the south
west of WA we are all similar but there
are some differences with regards to our
language.
The language and pronunciation that I refer
to might not necessarily be the language that

other Noongar people refer to, and this is
reflected in the spelling as communities try
to record them.
To be Noongar is to belong; it is to have
a connection to our languages, our boodja
(country), to kaartdijin (knowledge) and to
our moort (family/relations).
Family is at the heart of Noongar culture.
Noongar ancestral connections are like an
intricate system of roots and our people are
connected by kinship.
The corporation has recently developed a
website: www.noongarkaartdijin.com.au and
has links to Noongar language sites for you
to check out.

Nectar filled blossoms of the Flowering
Red Gum and the Banksia menzieii provide
abundant food source for the ants in Djeran.

