
 THE TOODYAY HERALD March 2022 Page 17



Page 18 THE TOODYAY HERALD March 2022



 THE TOODYAY HERALD March 2022 Page 19

Ragbags Quilting Group
Kerry Gregory

SEVERAL beautiful quilted items including 
full size quilts and a bed runner were 
displayed for a lovely Show and Tell at our 
first gathering on 2 February 2022 following 
the summer break.
 Unfortunately there were only four ladies 
in attendance and three ladies on February 
16.
This brings me to the matter of the Ragbags 
Quilting Group being able to continue at the 
St Stephens Anglican Church Hall.
 For the next two months the regular 
gatherings of the Ragbags Group will be 
postponed until May.
 The restrictions announced on the February 
20 regarding distancing, masks and proof of 
three vaccinations as the state braces for the 
projected peak of COVID-19 make this seem 
the best course of action.
 With only a few regular attendees we are 
unable to cover the cost of the hall hire and 
therefore have two options to continue there: 
either increase our attendance numbers or 
increase the amount we contribute each 
Wednesday we attend.
 In the past some additional funds from 
our Annual Friendship Days have helped 
carry us through but these large Avon Valley 
gatherings have not been held for the past 
two years due to COVID-19, so our kitty is 
very low.
 We realise there are other factors at 
play here, the very hot summer we are 
experiencing making it undesirable to go out, 
though the Church Hall is air-conditioned.
 The on-going situation with COVID-19 
requiring the wearing of masks indoors and 
social distancing is another factor although 
there are sufficient tables at the Church hall 
to enable us to spread out.
 As autumn approaches we have on 

occasions enjoyed gathering under the 
dappled shade of the trees adjacent to the 
side door of the hall.
 The Ragbags Quilting Group began in 
1976 and has been meeting regularly for 45 

COVID-19 puts a dent in regular Ragbags gatherings

Gabrielle’s stylised roses quilt.

years and exhibiting at Toodyay and District 
Shows with considerable success.
 The Toodyay Quilt from 1988 at the 
Library is testament to this on-going legacy 
of women gathering, collaborating and 

enjoying spending time with one another in 
the pursuit of this wonderful handcraft, and 
it would be a great shame if this group were 
unable to continue. 
 Of course, we could abandon the use of the 
St Stephen’s Church Hall and meet in one 
another’s homes.
 However, it becomes difficult to maintain 
continuity as folk sometimes need to attend 
other appointments on Wednesdays and 
many of us are not located in town; plus it 
makes it difficult for new members to find 
us to simply call in for a cuppa and a chat.
 Should anyone have any questions 
regarding the postponement of regular 
Ragbags gatherings, or quilting related 
matters in general, please contact either 
Gabrielle on 9574 4503 or Kerry 9574 4470.
 With fingers crossed we trust the Ragbags 
Group will reconvene between 10am and 
2pm Wednesday May 4 and thereafter each 
1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month, at the 
St Stephens Anglican Church Hall, Stirling 
Terrace Toodyay.
 New members are most welcome, please 
come and join us, bring your quilt project or 
some hand sewing, knitting or crochet and 
share a happy cuppa with us. 

Toodyay Spinners
Gail Williams (Secretary) 

MARGARET Mansom, one of our ‘Saturday 
Ladies’ first saw this amazing rug (pictured) in 
a gardening magazine way back in 2015 and 
decided to give it a try.
 The biggest challenge was to choose the 
colour combination and pattern.
 Margaret first chose multi-coloured balls as a 
focal point and then matching or toning colours 
for each square which, I imagine, didn’t happen 
in a hurry.
 Margaret finished this beautiful rug just 
before Christmas 2021.
 Toodyay Spinners would like to extend an 
invitation to anyone who wishes to learn a new 
skill as we have members experienced in the 
craft of knitting, crochet, spinning and weaving 
and our members are only too willing to teach 
you.

 Toodyay Spinners meet every Wednesday 
and the first and third Saturday of the month 
at Parkers Cottage which is located in the 
Toodyay Showgrounds.
 Why not come along and join our group? 

Gardening magazine photo inspires ‘amazing’ rug
You only need yourself.
 We meet from 9am until noon.
 If you require further information please 
contact the Secretary,  Gail Williams – Phone 
9622 3411.

Margaret’s technicolour rug.
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BORN Franciszek (Frank) Woch on 5 March 
1922 in Niedzwiedzia Gora - Tomaszow 
Lublin (Poland) the long-time Toodyay 
resident originally emigrated to Australia in 
January 1950 as a Displaced Person from 
war-torn Europe.
 He was accompanied by his wife Weronika, 
born 15 May 1926 in Kobylniki Belarus, and 
his daughter Elizbieta.
 Disembarking at Fremantle they were 
bused to the Northam Army Camp and from 
there Frank was contracted to the Esslemont 
Building Company for a minimum two year 
contract receiving one pound a week.
 Esselmont was engaged in building schools 
and hospitals in the Wheatbelt towns and the 
city.
 His first assignment was Bruce Rock and 
Weronika, pregnant with her second child, 
had stayed behind in Northam; however this 
did not last long and his second daughter was 
born in Bruce Rock.
 As the family was growing, Frank went out 
and purchased a three-man tent so they had 
their first roof over their heads.
 For the next four years life was not easy 
as they travelled around the Wheatbelt like 
gypsies.
 Things changed however, after Esslemont 
tendered for the Toodyay Public School 
construction.
 Frank and his small family travelled to 
Toodyay and pitched their tent on a block 
along the Avon River just a walk across the 
river to work.
 One day disaster struck, Frank came home 
from work to find a willy willy had blown 
the tent apart.
 With no other option Frank went to the 
Toodyay Roads Board and purchased for ten 
pounds the block where the tent had stood  
and built a small dwelling while his wife was 
pregnant with their third child.
 And as they say the rest is history. Frank 
and Weronika stayed on in Toodyay and have 

Displaced Frank heads for 100

Toodyay Naturalists’ Club
Desraé Clarke

THIS YEAR’S presentation was from noted 
naturalists and photographers, Jean and Fred 
Hort.
 They have spent their retirement years 
studying and contributing to the wider 
community their incredible knowledge 
of natural history accompanied by superb 
photography. 
 Fred and Jean are devotees of James 
Drummond of Toodyay (1786-1863) and Dr 
Rica Erickson (1908-2009).
 Both have collected plants and travelled 
widely, especially around the flora-rich Julimar 
Conservation Park and the allied area of the 
Bindoon Army Camp, with of course the 
appropriate collection licences.
 So much interesting data was included in 
the presentation mentioning the plants named 
for James Drummond and Mrs Erickson, and 
where the pair travelled.
 With the lack of mapping in the time of James 
Drummond’s work the site locations of his 
specimens are by no means exact.
 It has been the work of later botanists to study 
his diaries and try to trace the original plant 
locations.
 Many new plants and invertebrates, 
previously unknown to science, have been 
discovered by Jean and Fred.
 They are authorised collectors of flora for 
the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation 
and Attractions (DBCA) WA Herbarium Plant 
Science Division and for collection of insect 
specimens for the Western Australian Museum.
 The invertebrate specimens are shared 

Grandpa Fred with grandson Jye. Photo: Jean Hort.

Drummond devotees talk flora
with the CSIRO, Canberra, and overseas for 
scientific research programs.
 Commencing at 8am on Saturday March 5 at 
the parking area of the Dawn Atwell Reserve 
the Nats members will be collecting litter for 
Clean Up Australia.
 Mike Griffiths, Wetlands Restoration Officer 
Peel-Harvey Catchment, will be the guest 
speaker for the 7pm March 19 presentation at 
the Anglican Church Hall 
 Mike is well-known to many of our members 
as he was the ‘come-to’ and ‘educating man’ 
for Bushnell sensor cameras.
 Mike grew up enjoying the bush of the Perth 
Hills following his family’s passion for natural 
history.
 Among other pathways in his life Mike 
has worked with the World Wide Fund (For 
Nature), with Wheatbelt farmers and with 
Noongar families.
 Mike’s ability to encourage community 
engagement with our unique environment and 
its preservation is his great skill.
 He loves nothing better than exploring the 
wetlands with binoculars and a handful of 
sensor cameras. 
 The Club welcomes photos and any natural 
history observations to be recorded on its 
database.
 Club contact can be made by email: info@
toodyaynats.org.au or 9574 5574 or by visiting 
Drummond House (next to the Bendigo Bank) 
between 10am and midday on a Saturday.
 The Club’s extensive library of natural 
history books may be loaned to the community 
or read at the Centre.
 If requiring assistance for injured, sick or 
orphaned wildlife please contact Wildcare, the 
24/7 volunteer service, on 9474 9055.

ENVIRONMENT
lived for the past 70 years in the house that 
Frank built.
 Frank left the building industry in the late 
80’s. Back in his beloved Poland his family 
were farmers and had beehives, so with a 
passion he took on beekeeping for 42 years, 
retiring in the late 90’s.
 This combined well with his love of nature 
namely, the Australian bush.
 Today, with the help of the local Silver 
Chain, Frank (99) and Weronika (96) are frail 
but still manage to take care of themselves 
at home, with a bit of gardening in between 
lots of naps.
 From a suitcase that was all they had when 
they arrived in Australia, to four daughters 
(one deceased), eight grandchildren and 
15 great-grandchildren, they have made a 
remarkable life for their family in Australia.
 Family and friends are planning on 
making Frank’s 100th birthday on March 5 
memorable.

Franciszek (Frank)Woch. 
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ENVIRONMENT

Avon and Hills Mining Awareness 
Group  

COVID 19 has temporarily clipped the 
wings of the state’s leading conservation 
groups which intended to launch a 
campaign at Parliament House last month 
to protect the habitat of our endangered 
and threatened black cockatoos.
 AHMAG members have prepared signs 
to protect the Julimar Conservation Park, 
an area recognised by BirdLife Australia 
as supporting the largest population of 
breeding birds in south-west WA, from 
mining and will be ready to go as the 
campaign unfolds.
 To s ign the  pet i t ion to  protect 
black cockatoo habitat visit bit.ly/
BlackCockatooPetition.
 The shires of Swan, Chittering and 
Toodyay have numerous other woodland 
areas, which are home to the cockatoos, 
which mining proponents such as Chalice 
Mining Limited and ‘newcomer’ Pacific 
Bauxite Limited have in their sights.
 Pacific Bauxite (formerly Iron Mountain 
Mining Limited) might be hoping that 
Chalice’s muscle will also reopen the 
possibility for local bauxite mining in 
Morangup, Chittering Valley and Bindoon.
 These sites were targeted by the same 
company 10 years ago as well as by former 
joint venturers Yankuang Bauxite Limited 
and Bauxite Resources Limited.
 In 2011 Chittering-based Residents For 
Responsible Mining (R4RM) successfully 
objected to the mining warden’s court to 
new exploration tenements for bauxite, 
proving that the Mining Act did not apply 
to bauxite in the area.
 This was a massive win which shows 
local community groups can stand up to 
the threat of open-cut mining.
 Our appeal  to the Convenor of 
Environmental Appeals in late January to 
prevent Chalice gaining a clearing permit 
in Julimar Conservation Park is still in 
the pipeline but Chalice has written to 
AHMAG stressing that “no mechanical 
removal or clearing of vegetation will take 
place”.
 Chalice has also produced an information 
sheet and video to ‘reassure’ the 
community about its drilling program but 
it appears that the rig in the video is not 
the environmentally friendly one that they 
talk about in the information sheet.
 The video shows the rig has steel 
grouser plates, not rubber, as pictured 

Toodyay Garden Club
Daphne Lee

WHILE I have no garden to report on 
this month I have had an interesting 

Toodyay Friends of the River
Bridget Leggett 

COMING your way – a walk tracks forum 
in Toodyay at 1.30pm Sunday March 13 in the 
CWA Hall Stirling Terrace Toodyay.
 The aim of the forum is to provide community 
members with an opportunity to have their say 
on walking and hiking in Toodyay.
 We already have some great walk tracks in 
and around Toodyay, along the river and in a 
number of the Shire reserves, such as Pelham, 
Majestic Heights, Panorama, Wongamine, and 
Dawn Atwell Reserves.
 Other walks are planned and the forum will 
also provide an opportunity for you to hear 
about an exciting new track-related project.
 If you can come along, share your knowledge 
and opinions, talk about the walk track related 
initiatives you would like to see, and hear about 
current proposals for Toodyay it would be most 
helpful.
 Afternoon tea will be provided, so for 
catering and COVID Safe purposes, we need 
to know numbers: please RSVP to info@
toodyayfor.org.au
 February is traditionally a hot month so we 
hold meetings rather than working bees.
 Our speaker this time was Dr Dimity Boggs, 
a Toodyay Friends of the River volunteer and 
also Project Officer with the Wheatbelt Natural 
Resource Management. 
 Dimity gave us an update on the interim 
findings of our River Monitoring Project.
 Each season since 2017, our members have 
collected data at eight monitoring points along 
the river in Toodyay, and Dimity has been 
collating and analysing this data.
 Observations focus on water quality, 
sedimentation, erosion, weeds, vegetation 
condition, birdlife, native and feral animals Petition replaces Parliamentary 

visit to launch cocky campaign 

Flowery surprise from a sharp tongue

Leg it to our meeting to discuss 
walk and bike track activities

The drilling rig operating in Julimar Conservation Park. Photo: Chalice Mining.

in their information sheet which implies 
that rubber grousers are being used in the 
Julimar Conservation Park.
 The photo on page two of the information 
document shows what appears to be a 
fluid spill located on the track between the 
drilling rig and service vehicle. 
 A review of the video also shows 
extensive soil discolouration around the 
rig and along the track particularly next 
to the drill stem at ground level.
 When travelling, Chalice’s drilling rig 
(a Boart Longyear LF90D ) has a quoted 
‘wet’ weight of about 13.6 tonnes and a 
ground pressure of 0.6kg/cm2.
 This indicates a total ground pressure of 
about 6.8 tonne per drilling rig track.  At 
this weight, the steel grousers will damage 
vegetation rolled over during transit.
 In the meantime stay in touch at 
facebook.avon/hills or write to PO Box 
111 Gidgegannup WA 6083.

and track use.
 Photographs are taken from the top of the 
site marker in four directions: downstream, 
upstream, towards the river and towards the 
floodplain.
 Over 50 species of birds have been observed 
along the river, including water and woodland 
species.
 There have been very, very few sightings of 
birds of prey or migratory species, but more 
than enough sightings of corellas.
 Dimity showed us a photographic sequence 
taken at Millard’s Pool that very clearly showed 
the success of our revegetation project in 
that area. These pictures can be found on our 
website: toodyayfor.org.au.
 Through analysing the data, Dimity was able 
to suggest a number of management actions, 
which is really helpful and will inform the 
Friends choices of working bee activities from 
April to October as well as some longer-term 
projects.
 Examples of challenges we face include:
Erosion control, particularly at Goomalling 
Bridge and Boyagerring Brook;
Control of Bridal Creeper which is re-emerging 
at Weatherall and Lloyd’s Reserves;
Feral animal control; and
The need for bird nesting sites and forage for 
the bigger birds.
 Toodyay is very fortunate that it does not 
have the African Boxthorn which has been such 
a problem further upstream; we need to keep 
our eyes open for this and eliminate it at first 
sight.
 Dimity’s talk was followed by a general 
meeting and a convivial afternoon tea provided 
by members.
 The Walk Tracks Forum is our March activity. 
Working Bees will resume on Sunday April 10 
and Monday April 1.

President Dr Robyn Taylor (right) presents Dr Dimity Boggs with a Toodyay Friends of the 
River mug as a thank you. Photo (Beth Frayne).

Mother-in-law’s Tongue in flower.

development in my own garden.
 My mother-in-law’s tongue (Dracaena 
trifasciata or snake plant) is flowering 
beautifully, the first time in over 40 years
 A delicate flower for such a robust plant, 

I almost missed it except for digging some 
plants up for a friend and spotting it.
 It has been flowering for over three 
weeks now. Sabrina Hahn said it is a 
phenomenon and probably won’t flower 
again for a decade, so check out your plants 
gardeners – you may get a surprise.
 Do remember the AGM on March 3.
 Please attend this meeting as we have 
three positions to fill secretary, vice 
president and treasurer, all very important 
to the successful running of our club.
 You will be joining a very happy group 
and welcomed with open arms so please 
give it some thought.
 We have a COVID-19 plan for the 
coming year. Proof of vaccination is 
essential to participate in upcoming events 
plus the wearing of masks and social 
distancing.
 Not all pleasant, but we must observe 
Government mandates at all times.
 April 7 is our first garden visit to 
Longford Farm in Toodyay, one not to be 
missed.
 We will be wearing our new badges 
thanks to Steph’s lovely winning photo.
 Take care and see you soon.
 Contact toodyaygardenclub@gmail.
com or Daphne Lee on 9574 2375 or 
0416 281 230 for any further information.
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ANTENNA SERVICES

ACCOUNTANTACCOMMODATIONACCOMMODATION

BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS

TRADES AND SERVICES

BOOK SALES

AUTO AIR CONDITIONING BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS

BOBCAT HIRE

B.G. 
Antenna Services 

* TV Antennas
* Digital TV

* Satellite TV
* Sound Systems

Servicing Toodyay and Surrounding 
Districts 

Phone Barry Grey on
 0428 742 149  

bgantennas@bigpond.com 

AIR CONDITIONING

BEAUTY THERAPY

C
O

N
N

O
R

S
 C

O
T

T
A

G
E

3
 P

IE
S

S
E

 S
T

R
E

E
T

 O
P

E
N

 W
E

D
 -

 S
A

T

BEAUTY SALON

• Property Conveyancing & Settlements

• Wills & Probate • Succession Planning

• Trusts & Partnerships

• Enduring Powers of Attorney & Guardianship

• Criminal Injuries Compensation
• Criminal & Civil Litigation

85 Fitzgerald Street, Northam WA 6401

Ph: 9622 5755  Fax: 9622 5633•
Email: mayham@wn.com.au

BOBCAT AND TRUCK HIRE
WHY BARROW IT.. . . . . . .BOBCAT IT.. . . . . .

ALL TYPES OF WORK - NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL

LANDSCAPING ADVICE FREELY GIVEN
* FIREBREAKS * LEVELLING 

* TANK, SHED & HOUSE PADS  
* SAND * SOIL * GRAVEL * ROAD BASE 

* BLUE METAL *

9574 2130                                                      0408 952 215WEEKEND WORK AVAILABLE
PHONE PAUL HARRINGTON

BOBCAT HIRE

ACUPUNCTURE

AIR CONDITIONINGAIR CONDITIONING

CABINET MAKING

BUILDING

BUILDING - DRAFTING

APPLIANCE REPAIR
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CURTAINS AND BLINDS

COMPUTER

GB’s PC’s
FOR MOBILE COMPUTER

REPAIRS AND UPGRADES

For virus and spyware removal, 
hardware repair, system upgrades 

and quotes on new PC’s

Call Glen or Vicki on 9572 9170
or 0409 904 994

email gbpc@iinet.net.au

COMPUTER SERVICE CONCRETE

Ron Jones
PO Box 164
Toodyay WA 
Phone/Fax
9574 2087

BUILDERS      OWNER BUILDERS      HOME RENOVATORS

we supply...
Plasterboard & Accessories

Fibrous Cement Sheeting and Insulation
Plasterboard Installation 

Fix, Flush, Cornice & Sand

CEILINGS

TRADES AND SERVICES

• Detailed earth works  • Drainage and pipework
• Horse arenas and round yards • Laser level cut and fill
• Driveways and Remediation works
• General trenching (pipes, Cables, footings)
• Block clean-ups and stump removal

• 7t Tip truck 
• 4t Excavator (with tilt hitch)
• S160 Bobcat plus attachments

Brett Schutz

0448 227 758
ABN 51 136 196 802  /  PO Box 1540 Toodyay 6566  /  Email: bnearthworks@gmail.com

MACHINES

EARTHWORKS

Toodyay Curtains & Blinds Buy direct and bank the difference

Holland Blinds, Vertical Drapes
Awnings, Venetians, Panel Glides
Curtains and Tracks, Roller Shutters 
and much more!

Phone: Paul Hodgkiss 

0409 812 671
Email: paulhodgy@outlook.com

DOG GROOMING EARTHMOVING

CLEANING

iClean on-site

All enquiries & quotes contact Samara on 0457 843 476 email: swishy@hotmail.com

Offering A Reliable, 
Prompt and Affordable 

Cleaning Service
Commercial, Domestic 

Cleaning and
Gardening Services

Specialising in internal 
electrical ofce

equipment cleansing

email: icos.sam@outlook.com

CARPENTRY

For 
Quality Timber

• Pergolas • Gazebos

• Decking • Screens

• Carports • Fencing

FREE 
QUOTES

Simon 

0423 350 458

Outdoor CarpentryOutdoor Carpentry
20 Years Experience

CARPET CLEANING

Classic 
Carpet Cleaners

                Steam cleaning carpets 
                and upholstery
                25 years experience

                ALL AREAS
                Stephen Soer 

              0403 067 323

CAFE

Greg 0407 915 734
Email: fawksie28@gmail.com

• Plasterboard 

• Ceilings & Walls

Install • Flush  

Cornice • Sand

• Repairs

cGup--Tec

CEILINGS

CEILINGS

CONTAINERS FOR CHANGE

ELECTRICIANELECTRICAL
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FIND IT IN THE HERALD

FUNERALS

GT FENCING
EXPERIENCED LOCAL OPERATOR - COMPARE THE PRICES - FREE QUOTES

PHONE GARRY  0418 917 475EMAIL: gtfencing56@gmail.com

RURAL / HOBBY FARM

• POST AND RAIL
• ELECTRIC FENCING
• POST RAMMING

DOMESTIC 

• RESIDENTIAL & HERITAGE ALL STYLES.....
   TIMBER OR STEEL

• INSURANCE WORK
• REMOTE CONTROLLED SOLAR OR ELECTRIC GATES

FENCINGFASHION

EC 002951LIFELINE 
ELECTRICS

All types of  Commercial 
and domestic installations

FREE QUOTES
New to Toodyay, 

with 35 years experience
JOHN HAGGAS

81 Stirlingia Drive
Toodyay WA 6566
Mail to PO Box 259 
Toodyay 6566

Mobile: 0419 963 525
A/H: (08) 9574 5483
Email: jbhaggas@bigpond.com

ELECTRICIAN

ELECTRICIANELECTRICIAN

ELECTRICAL

FENCING FITNESS

ENGINEERING

GARDEN SERVICES

GARAGE DOORS

GAS FITTING

GRAPHIC DESIGN SERVICE

Located in Morangup                       

CORPORATE STATIONERY  TRADEMARKSI
DISPLAY ADS  NEWSLETTERS  LABELSI I

WEBSITE LAYOUT  CARDS  BROCHURESI I
SIGNS  PACKAGING  ANNUAL REPORTSI I

Sandra Faye Harms
Enquiries: 9572 9061 or 0429 086 253

ps.harms@redbrookart.com.au

GRAPHIC ARTIST

HERALD ADS
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MECHANICAL NEW & USED MOTOR VEHICLESNEW & USED MOTOR VEHICLES

EziFixEziFix
MOBILE WELDING

•
• 
•
•
•

 Bulk billing to Medicare
HBF & DVA Provider
 Competitive prices
 Great range of frames & sunglasses
 Locally owned and operated

www.northamoptical.com.au

138 Fitzgerald St Northam WA P 9621 1131 E northamoptical@yahoo.com.au

OPTOMETRIST PEST CONTROL

REGIONAL PEST CONTROL 
  PHD Lic : 727                  30 years Experience                ABN : 35 203 910 408 

The Experienced Professionals in Pest Control 

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED 
For all your Domestic or Commercial Pest Control Needs  

CONTACT : KEN PROWSE 

   
Call Your Regional Pest Control Experts

 

9574 4401 ph / fax  
Mobile : 0427 778 643 

OBLIGATION  

FREE 

QUOTES 
  email : regionalpestcontrol@bigpond.com  

LIVESTOCK TRANSPORT

LANDSCAPING AND EARTHWORKSHIRE SERVICE HORSE RUG REPAIRS

Paul & Suzanne Hodgkiss

Carpet 
Overlocking

Canvas 
Repairs

Horse Rug Repairs 

Phone: 0409 812 671
Email paulhodgy@outlook.com

HAIRDRESSER

GARRY SMITH
EXPERIENCED LOCAL OPERATOR - COMPARE THE PRICES - FREE QUOTES

 0418 917 475
EMAIL: getgaz56@bigpond.com

• 
• 

SHADE SAILS
• INSURANCE WORK

PATIOS / CARPORTS
PERGOLAS / DECKS

• 
• OWNER BUILDER ASSISTANCE
• SHED CONVERSIONS / RENOVATIONS
• SMALL ADDITIONS
• TILING

• STEEL FRAMED HOUSE CONSTRUCTION

Local contact for:

HANDYMAN - BUILDER

MECHANICAL

GUTTER CLEANING

PEST CONTROL PLUMBER

INSTALL
SERVICE

REPAIR

08 9622 5571
333 Fitzgerald St. Northam

SWIMMING POOLS POWER EQUIPMENT
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TRADES AND SERVICES

REMEDIAL MASSAGE

SMASH REPAIR

SOLAR

SMASH REPAIR

REFRIGERATION

SHOE REPAIRS

� ��o R���i� ���

Ricki Lov

�ov��icki�����i��co�

Saving 
Soles

Owner 

0484 388 309
192 Fitzgerald Street 
Northam WA 6401

Watch Batteries & Bands
Key Cutting 
Engraving

Tues-Fri 9am-5pmSat 9am-noonClosed Mondays

Avon Storage
Toodyay

- Now Managed by Country Realty -

Self storage Units
Located at Extracts Industrial Estate
6m x 3m (single garage size) units 

now available
You lock it up – You keep the key

Ph 9574 4200

STORAGE UNITS

PUMPS

RETICULATION

TIMBER FLOORING

Owner/Operator

•	Installation
•	Sanding
•	Polishing
•	Coating

Free Quotes
Quality Workmanship

Ph: 0447 986 289

Toodyay Timber Flooring

TOWING

PROPERTY CONTRACTOR

TREE LOPPING

WATER  TANKS

O487 188 825

WATER CARTAGE#

• 10,000 litres per load 
• Potable water only 
• Home water tanks lled 
• Swimming pools & Spas 
• Friendly local service

Call Tony today 

Servicing 
the 

Avon Valley

You ring!  We Bring!

WATER  CARTAGE

WASTE REMOVALTARGET ADVERTISING
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TRADES AND SERVICES
WATER TANK CLEANING WATER/BORES

 
Julimar Drilling Services
•	Water bore construction
•	Domestic and Commerical
•	Rotary mud and air
•	Hard rock, clay and sand
•	Free quotes

Contact Nathan or Sandy
Ph:  9574 5582
Mob:  0409 089 392
Email:  julimards@bigpond.com

WINDOW TINTING

WOOL BUYING

WOOL BUYING

Selling in Toodyay?
List now and sell your home 

with GMAC Realty

Make FOR SALE 
into 

Call Greg Giddings for your free appraisal today on 0407 124 175

E: greggiddings@gmacrealty.net.au   Telephone Perth Office (08) 6110 4530

T/C RA 40705

Greg is backed by the 
GMAC Realty team with 
15 consultants in Perth 

and a Principal with over 
35 years experience 

SOLD

I live and 
work 

exclusively 
in the 

Toodyay 
area!

I live and 
work 

exclusively 
in the 

Toodyay 
area!

Marsupial Mammas and Pappas
Becky Ingram

WE HAVE had a growing number of euro 
wallabies come in to care recently. 
 They are much smaller and livelier than 

Obstreperous Euros ‘swear’ at carers

ENVIRONMENT
Euro joey, showing the typical reddish coat, unlike the western greys.

western grey joeys and are challenging to 
care for.
 Meryl has recently been trained in caring 
for these characters and has discovered very 
quickly how naughty they can be.
 Being a rock wallaby, they are agile and 

can jump on to the bed with ease, leaving 
deposits and wet patches behind.
 They don’t care to lay in a pouch for long 
and are quick to explore using their teeth to 
taste and chew anything they come in contact 
with.
 They are fast developers and are released 
earlier than western grey kangaroos.
 They are also very vocal and make hissing 
and growling sounds when they are stressed 
or upset.
 Some carers are certain they are swearing 
at them.
 Rock wallabies have excellent grip on 
their feet and are perfectly designed to live 
in rocky hilly areas. 
 We are also keen to have more bird carers 
– aviaries and training provided.
 We have a specific need for people 
interested in caring for raptors such as hawks 
and wedge tail eagles.
 This requires specialised training, 
equipment and large flight aviary, also 
provided.
 Please contact Marsupial Mammas and 
Pappas for more information on 0419 933 
721 or if you require help for injured and 
orphaned wildlife.
 Donations to assist our work are always 
gratefully received and can be made directly 
to our account at the Bendigo Bank – BSB 
633-000 Account Number 175 516 319.
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WHEN AND WHERE

ENVIRONMENT

AIR FORCE
AAFC 708 Squadron
Australian Air Force Cadets 12½-17yrs, 
Building J1, Northam Army Camp Great 
Eastern Hwy. Friday 6.30-9.30pm school 
term. 708squ@cadetnet.gov.au.

ARTS/CRAFTS/HISTORY/GAMES
Arts Toodyay
1st Tuesday monthly 7.30pm, The Old Police 
Station, Duke Street North. Graham Boston 
0438 919 932.
Avon Woodturners Group
Every Sunday and Wednesday 9am-noon. 
Toodyay Junction, Railway Parade.
Ragbags Quilting Group
1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month. St 
Stephen’s Hall 10am-2.30pm. 9574 4503.
The Crooked Needle
Friday Morning Craft - Fridays, 9.30am to 
noon, CWA Hall, Stirling Terrace. $3.50. 
Contact Jan on 0407 083 079 or Annette on 
9574 2332.
Toodyay Historical Society
Meets third Wednesday, (not Dec), 7pm, 
St Stephen’s Church Hall, Stirling Terrace. 
Drummond House (next to Bendigo Bank) 
open Sat 10am-noon. Research Centre open 
by appointment. Beth Frayne 9574 5971 or 
secretary.2j.ths@gmail.com.
Web: www.toodyayhistoricalsociety.org.au
Toodyay Spinners
Every Wednesday, Saturdays 1st and 3rd 
of month, 9am to noon, Parker’s Cottage, 
Showgrounds. Gail Williams 9622 3411.
Toodyay Theatre Group
For details David Mitchell 0400 283 425.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Toodyay Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry
Check Facebook for details or contact 
2jchamber@gmail.com.

CHURCHES
Anglican Church
10am Sundays weekly. St Stephen’s Church 
0455 543 888.
Catholic Church
St John the Baptist, Toodyay. Saturday Vigil 
5pm.
Faith Christian Fellowship
Sundays 9.30am. Corner Grey and Wellington 
Streets, Northam 9622 1324 or fcfnortham@
westnet.com.au.
Bakers Hill Fellowship
Meets every Sunday at 10am. Bakers Hill 
Primary School Music Room. Pastor Peter 
Booth 0417 945 725.
Toodyay Baptist Church
10.30am Sunday at 18 Stirling Terrace, 
Toodyay. Phone 9574 4546. 
Uniting Church 
10am St Stephen’s Church, Toodyay.

EDUCATION/SCOUTS/
PLAYGROUPS ETC
Avon Valley Home Education Collective 
Sharon Pegrum 0466 430 979. 
avonvalleyhomeeducation.wordpress.com.

Bizzy Bees
Pre-kindy for 3-year-olds. Mondays 9am 
-11am, Toodyay DHS. Jessica Donovan 0407 
128 105.
Cubs, Joeys and Scouts
(School term) Youth Hall, Showgrounds, Cubs 
and Joeys 4-5.30pm Scouts, Thursday 6-8pm 
9574 2363.
Morangup Playgroup
Morangup Community Hall, Wallaby Way, 
Morangup. Wednesdays 9.30-11.30am. Emma 
Whately 9572 9376.
Toodyay District High School P and C
Meets Tuesday of week 5 each term at 5.30pm 
in the TDHS staff room. Kelly-Anne Murray 
0406 585 716.
Toodyay Playgroup
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9-11am. 
Wednesdays Bubs Play 10am-12pm. Jessica 
Donovan, 0407 128 105

EMERGENCY SERVICES
Bejoording Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
3rd Friday of the month at 5.45pm at the
Bejoording Fire Shed.
Coondle-Nunile Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
2nd Saturday October to April, June and 
August, 5pm Coondle Fire Shed.
Julimar Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Meets 3rd Saturday 6pm Julimar Fire Shed, 
Training Sunday 10am.
Morangup Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
3rd Saturday 5.30pm at 3 Wallaby Way, 
Morangup. Sharon Gamble or secretarymvbfb@
gmail.com.
Toodyay Central Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
2nd Tuesday 7.30pm at Toodyay Fire and 
Emergency Services Centre.
Toodyay State Emergency Service
4th Tuesday, 3 Wallaby Way, Morangup. Local 
Manager – Jeff Venn 0438 490 331.
toodyayseslocalmanager@gmail.com.
Toodyay Volunteer Fire and Rescue
1st Monday Fire Station 7.30pm.
ENVIRONMENT
Avon Valley Environmental Society
3rd Friday monthly noon. Wheatbelt Natural 
Resource Management Centre, 269 Fitzgerald 
Street, Northam. Janet Wilkinson 9574 5947.
Earth Solutions - Avon Valley
2nd Tuesday (not Jan) at 6pm. Old Northam 
Railway Station, 425 Fitzgerald Street 
Northam. Karen 0438 223 886, Belle 0478 
641 463, or email bellem@westnet.com.au.
Toodyay Friends of the River (TFOR)
2nd Sunday or following Monday. 9am 
(winter); 8am (summer). Details on TFOR 
noticeboard outside Drummond House. 0427 
556 863. Email: info@tfor.org.au.
Toodyay Garden Club
1st Thursday 10am. Phone President: Hamish 
Dobie 0423 115 204 or email
toodyaygardenclub@gmail.com for next 
venue.
Toodyay Naturalists’ Club
Meets 3rd Saturday. Call 9574 5574 or info@
toodyaynats. org.au.
FARMERS MARKET
Toodyay Farmers Market
3rd Sunday of each month. 0487 440 754. 
toodyayfarmers market@gmail.com.
FESTIVALS
Toodyay Moondyne Festival
moondynecommittee@gmail.com.

HEALTH
Australian Breastfeeding Association
2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 3 Elizabeth Place, 
Northam 10am-noon. 3rd Tuesday Toodyay 
Playgroup noon-2pm. Louise 9574 0229.
Child Health Clinic
Tuesdays and Wednesdays.  Bree Byfield. 
9621 0100
Memory Café
Toodyay Forget Me Not Memory Café 2nd 
Tuesday of each month (10am-noon) at the 
Toodyay Bakery.
Toodyay Men’s Shed
Monday, Thursday and Saturday, 8.30am–noon 
at Harper Road. Phone Graham Hill,
0417 181 785.

MINIATURE RAILWAY
Toodyay Miniature Railway
Operates Easter Saturday and thereafter on 
1st and 3rd Sundays until November. Phone 
President Mark 0424 281 770.

MUSIC
The Toodyay Community Singers
CWA Hall, Stirling Terrace at 7pm Thursday 
nights. Anne-Marie Millar 0408 364 918.
Duidgee Chorale
Tuesdays 7-9pm. St Stephen’s Church Hall. 
Patricia 0405 242 483.
Toodyay Music Club
2nd Saturday 1pm CWA Hall, Ring Joe, 0400 
862 694.

PROGRESS ASSOCIATION
Morangup Progress Association
Chairperson: Petar Drazic. Hall Hire: 0472 
975 593 www.morangupmpa.com.au.

SENIORS
Autumn Club
Wednesday 1-4pm Toodyay Sports Pavilion 
Glenyce Bosnjak 9574 4587.
Butterly Cottages
2nd Friday monthly. Jenn Nock. Email: 
butterly2j@gmail.com.
Fitness and Fun for The Over 55s
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 9am, Youth 
Hall at showgrounds.
Ida’s Hideaway
Saturdays 1-4pm Toodyay Community 
Resource Centre. Ring Ann Sinclair 0407 
775 459.
Probus Club of ToodyayMeetings monthly 
on second Tuesday at 3pm at Freemasons 
Hotel. President Joan Bath 0417 171 606 
Secretary Colin Yandell 9574 5943.
Silver Chain Social Centre
Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays
Toodyay Community Centre, 78 Stirling 
Terrace. Information 1300 650 803.

SERVICE ORGANISATIONS
Country Women’s Association
4th Thursday 1pm CWA Hall. Bookings call 
Bev Casey on 9574 2874.
RSL Toodyay Sub-Branch
Meetings 2022: Feb 12, Apr 9, May 7, July 
23, Sept 10 (AGM), Oct 15 and Dec 10  held 
Saturdays 1300 at the Memorial Hall, Toodyay. 
Bob Wood 0412 681 794.
Safer Toodyay Inc
Chair: Cr Brian Rayner. Email: secretary@
safertoodyay.org.au.

Toodyay Lions Club
1st and 3rd Tuesdays Freemasons Hotel. Clint 
Fricker, Secretary, 0423 226 898.
Toodyay Masonic Lodge
4th Thursday Masonic Hall Fiennes St 7.30pm. 
Graham Barber, 9574 5717.
Toodyay Red Cross
2nd Monday February, May, August and 
November Anglican Hall 1.30pm.
Toodyay RoadWise Committee
2nd Wednesday of month at 9.30am at the 
Toodyay Police Station. Bob Neville, 0419 
853 160.

SPORT
Toodyay Bowling Club
Ladies play Wednesdays at 8.30am contact 
Maureen Adams 9574 4752. Men have a roll 
up on Wednesday at 3pm contact Laurie Chitty 
95742394. All welcome.
Avon Valley Adult Riding Club
4th Saturday (February-November) at Northam. 
Tina 0499 030 177.
Mortlock Pony Club
1st Sunday February to November at 
Goomalling. Tanzi 0427 859 493.
Toodyay Golf Club
Summer Season Scroungers on Sundays at 
9am – Bruce 9574 5243 or Roma 9574 5534. 
Avon Valley Shotokan Karate Club
Wednesdays at Youth Hall, Showgrounds. 
Peewees 3.45-4.30pm, juniors 4.30-5.30pm, 
seniors 6-7.30pm. Email avonvalleyshotokan@
gmail.com.
Toodyay Soccer Club
Mondays 4-5.30pm in terms 2 and 3. For ages 
5-15yrs. toodyaysoccer@gmail.com.
Toodyay Tennis Club
Winter  social  days -  Tuesdays 9am, 
Wednesdays 7pm - check our facebook page 
@ToodyayTennis Club for confirmation of 
play or cancellations. toodyaytennisclub@ 
gmail.com.

VINTAGE VEHICLES
Avon Valley Vintage Vehicle Assoc
3rd Saturday 10.30am at old engineer’s 
quarters next to Northam Railway Museum, 
Fitzgerald Street, Northam 9622 5932.

Classifieds

Public Notices

For Sale
STRAW bales. High density, great for garden 
mulch or animal bedding.  1.2m x 1.2m x 2.4m. 
Pick up $70, delivery extra. Phone or text Tim 
0417 991 302.

ELECTRIC Wheelchair. Very good condition, 
left hand or right hand control toggle. Indoor 
or outdoor, very manoeuvrable. Can deliver 
$1000. For pictures phone 
0477 463 561.

MOBILITY scooter. Very good condition. 
Large wheels,spring suspension,front basket, 
battery charger, lights and horn. Can deliver 
$1000. For pictures phone 0477 463 561.

100th Birthday

WOCH Franciszek (Frank) Wishing Frank a 
very Happy 100th Birthday from Russell and 
Toni Anne Chrimes.

Annual General Meeting

THE TOODYAY Race Club AGM will be held 
at 7pm Monday 4 April 2022, at the Toodyay 
Racecourse. Calling for nominations for 
election to the Toodyay Race Club committee. 
Any nominations must be sent to info@
toodyayraceclub.com.au by 25 March 2022. 
Please note you must be a member of the 
Toodyay Race Club to nominate.

AA ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 
Web:  aa.org.au
Finding it hard to control your drinking? We 
understand and together have found a solution. 
We meet here Tuesday nights 7pm: Salvos 
Building, Elizabeth Place, Northam. All 
welcome. Lifts from Toodyay available. Ring/
text 0432 403 425 for enquiries.

Deaths

TOODYAY resident Graeme Ferguson died 
on 6 February 2022 in Northam Hospital after 
a short illness.

Ian Wickens (long time friend)
with Brian Dawes (guardian).

FERGUSON Graeme (Ferg/Fergi) (Grumpy) 
and his retort would always be “I am not 
grumpy”.His love of the Pilbara, his travels, 
his vintage Holden, his Discovery and his 
Champagne, a full life well lived.
 3 August 1938 to 6 February 2022 a 20 year 
friendship and coffee mate at the Cola Cafe, 
good-bye old friend.

Brian Dawes (joint guardian)

Safe & Scenic Toodyay Road
Bethan Lloyd

OVER a decade ago Main Roads WA in 
conjunction with the Roadside Conservation 
Committee published a brochure proclaiming 
the importance of preserving roadside areas 
as a wildflower reserve. 
 The Wheatbelt community lives with the 
consequences of having the most cleared 
landscape in Australia.
 The result is the loss of biodiversity and 
ecosystem services.
 Farms and roadside verges contain small 
amounts of native vegetation and give us 
a glimpse of what we have lost. Toodyay 
has more remnant vegetation than many 
Wheatbelt shires, but what is left is constantly 
under threat. 
 The engineering solutions developed by 
MRWA show that they have paid little heed 
to the principles promoted in that decade-old 
brochure.
 T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Wa t e r  a n d 
Environmental Regulation (DWER) is 
responsible for protecting native vegetation 
through permits.
 Those who wish to clear vegetation usually 
have to obtain a permit.
 It seems that clearing permits are almost 
always granted no matter if they are justified 
or not.
 This is especially true when the applicant 
claims that it is for fire protection or road 
safety.

Road builders ignore their own commitment to preserve wildflowers
 MRWA applied to clear 57ha that included 
21 native vegetation communities, nine 
eucalyptus, eight wetlands, and one heath.
 Five of these communities have priority 
flora (Hibbertia montana, Grevillea 
candolleana, Boronia scabra, to name a few). 
 A total of 33ha of Carnaby’s Black-
Cockatoo foraging habitat and 1306 potential 
breeding trees with 94 hollows are slated for 
destruction.
 In addition, 32.5ha is potential habitat for 
the Western Quoll (Chuditch). Carnaby’s 
Black-Cockatoo and Chuditch are classified 
as endangered and near-threatened, 
respectively.
 DWER reviewed the MRWA application 
and found that at least five of the 10 clearing 
principles had been violated.
 Nevertheless, clearing was approved.
 DWER stated that the project will likely 
spread weeds and dieback into adjacent 
native vegetation.
 In addition, it was determined that 
the project would not have an adverse 
environmental impact if a 175ha site in 
Clackline was purchased and managed by 
DBCA as an environmental offset.
 Generally, revegetation offsets are poorly 
executed, sites are poorly prepared, species 
diversity is low and follow-up care and 
management are non-existent.
 All of the above casts doubt on the role of 
DWER.
 Is approval granted solely to MRWA for 
road safety reasons, often  based on outdated 

data, which far outweigh any environmental 
concerns?
 As the guardian of our precious environment 
DWER’s unsatisfactory review processes and 
approvals need to be scrutinised thoroughly 
and protested where necessary.
 In the case of Toodyay Road, SASTR will 
continue doing that to the best of its ability.
 Please visit sastr.com.au for the full article.

Old brochure published by the Roadside 
Conservation Committee

advertising@toodyayherald.com.au
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PUZZLES

Crosscode is a logic puzzle. Each letter is a number. Begin by guessing 
the first word and placing the additional letters into the crosscode. 
Keep guessing words/letters until completed.

Cryptic Clues

Easy

Sudoku is based on the logical placement of numbers. Sudoku doesn’t require any calculation nor special math skills; all 
that is needed are brains and concentration. Every number from 1 to 9 must appear in each of the nine columns, nine rows 
and the nine 3x3 boxes.

Sudoku

Hard

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

T
10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18

S
19 20 21 22 23

L
24 25 26

18 16 25 5 19 2 18 9 7 3 9 2 25 23

16 22 11 6 18 23 18 22

13 8

S
19 10 3 2 25 23 6 25 22 20 25 23

25 10 22 22 4 23

2 24 25 22 9 20 3 19

T
10 19 24 22 5

10 6 22 2 25

3 9 9 19 8 12 22 6 19 3 26 10 14

7 10 22 8 2 18

25 20 4 10 5 21 25 16 6 22 2 8 4

24 25 6 18 25

4 25 22 1 3 23 18 1 17

L
24 8 17 17

24 10 6 22 9 8

22 20 25 6 3 2 22 24 18 12 3 2 22 24

9 22 19 12 11 22 3 24

25 15 8 22 10 3 18 9 19 19 3 24 24 5

1 9

8

6 8 4

2 7 9

7 9 5 6

6

4 3

5 7 9

1 6 8

7 2

9 6 4

5 9 7 8

5 8

4 3

1 9

6 9 1

4 8 3

8 7

Crosscode Combo Crossword

Notes

ACROSS
5   Beat rapidly
7   Repair
8   Faculty
10 Smirk
12 Implored
14 Got back
20 Items of neckwear
21 Decree
22 Perform
23 Backpacks

DOWN
1   By oneself
2   Where Lhasa lies
3   Big
4   To be suitable for
5   Minister
6   Eat lunch
9   Entrap
11 Hurried
13 Deepest parts
15 Engrave
16 Giant
17 Small island
18 Poetry
19 Narrow channel

ACROSS
5   Applied a TT secretly, and fluttered
7   Patch up Alfred 3rd before nine
8   Understanding a feeling of perception
10 A broad smile from first grade batting
12 Pleaded with final judgement about a
     Tertiary Education Department, initially
14 Salvaged the first person unusually
     reverted
20 Secures dead-heats
21 An authoritative command is a little
     predictable
22 Put on a show in Canberra
23 Soldiers’ ration packs have first rate bags
DOWN
1   Some of the real ones are unaccompanied
2   Where the Dalai Lama once ruled out
     anti-betting

3   Strapping polar gentlemen within
4   Be appropriate to enjoy good health
5   A member of the clergy from time gone by,
     as an alternative
6   Have a meal in readiness
9   Both poles are necessary for a trapping
     device
11 Cared about having sped
13 The lowest portions of downward distances
15 Imprint vividly in sketchbooks
16 The Gold Coast NRL player is a very big
     fellow
17 An atoll or the like is rented out
18 A stanza from overseas
19 Get rid of the drain

Puzzle solutions Page 31
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Python Watch
Desraé Clarke

IN APRIL 1999 I contributed an article on 
the Bobtail Lizard from notes taken from a 
presentation at a herpetology meeting by Dr Mike 
Bamford entitled ‘The Biology of the Bobtail’.
 His observations had been made since he was 
a very young lad and he used them to complete 
his thesis.
 Mike explained that a Bobtail is a lizard 
with a variety of common names including the 
shingleback lizard.
 The male is of a greater length than the female 
and it also has a much larger head.
 Prior to mating, a male moves about the ground 
behind the female. As many as three males, 
possibly young competitors, have been observed 
tracking a female.
 A pair forms a permanent association over the 
next seven weeks with some pairs bonding for up 
to 14 years.
 Following a late summer pregnancy a female 
usually has a single birth; however, she may bear 
up to three, non-identical young.
 They arrive headfirst and consume their 
placenta, growing rapidly from their birth body 
length of between 145mm and 170mm to a third 
year 250mm snout vent length (SVL). Maturity 
is at four years reaching 255mm to 300mm SVL.
 Bobtails eat a variety of foods including wild 
oat shoots, cape weed flowers, rabbit droppings, 
fungi, red rind from the zamia palm nuts, fleshy 
fruits such as tomatoes and strawberries, weevils, 
slaters, snails and hairy caterpillars.
 The adult has a mouth rimmed by large teeth, 
up to 2mm in length; immature specimens have 
both large and small, 1mm, teeth.
 The Bobtail gains approximately one third of 
its required nutrition from plant material and the 
remaining two thirds from insects.
 The Bobtai l’s  terr i tory range can be 
approximately 3½ hectares but a sedentary animal 

Mistletoe songbird at Bank

Let Bobtail ticks aloneENVIRONMENT

Male Mistletoe Bird.

Bird of the Month
Desraé Clarke

THE DELIGHTFUL song of this small 9 - 
11cm bird has been noted of late.
 Its high-pitched and sharp call is often 
heard in the Brazilian pepper tree next to the 
Toodyay Bendigo Bank buildings or while 
in its bullet-sharp flight from one site to the 
next; it may also call from a vantage point.
 The male bird’s plumage has a combination 
of striking colours.
 Its upper body is blue-black, with the 
throat, upper breast, vent and undertail 
scarlet. The under-parts are a grey-white with 
a conspicuous black central band running 
from the breast to the vent.
 The female colouring is a grey-brown head 
and upper body, a grey-white underbody and 
a pinkish vent beneath the tail. The central 

vertical chest stripe is a dark grey-black.
 It is a nomadic species and can be found in 
forested areas, mulga and open woodlands 
that may hold the parasitic plant, mistletoe.
 It does not favour the Jarrah and Karri 
forests of the lower southwest of the state 
preferring round here.
 As well as eating mistletoe it will feed on 
other fruiting plants and also on insects.
 Breeding is between October and March.
 The tiny pear-shaped nest is built in the 
foliage of a tree, up to 15 metres from the 
ground, or possibly in a shrub.
 It is made of fine grasses, lichen and the 
down of plants, and held together with spider 
webs. 
 Two to three white eggs are incubated by 
the female with both parents feeding the 
nestlings.
 The young fledge within 15 days.

may have area coverage of about one hectare. 
 Temperature control by the Bobtail is ‘solar 
powered’ with an active body temperature of 
32.2ºC.
 Several methods are used to maintain body 
temperature, including the retention of plant 
material in a very, very large intestine; where the 
plant material ferments and heats the body.
 The Bobtail will also flatten its body to expose 
as much area as possible to a heat source such as 
that of the sun, a roadway or a piece of tin.
 To assist in controlling body temperature it will 
adjust its position and will also change colour.
 Reptiles do not benefit from overheating. 
Bobtails ‘rest’ over the colder months but take 
advantage of warm days. 
 Mike noted species differences from different 
geographical regions.
 The Nullarbor Plain species is pale in colour, 
short in length, very fat and usually has four toes 
on its back feet rather than five and has a lesser 
number of scales on its back.
 The Rottnest Island species is extremely dark 
in colour and the bright orange colouration, 
often seen around Toodyay, is one of camouflage 
patterns found on animals living in laterite 
country, as seen in the photo.
 Mike was asked whether ticks should be 
removed from the Bobtail.
 His answer was a firm “No”. More damage 
would be afforded the animal with the area open 
to infection if the head of the tick is left imbedded.
 Bobtails and ticks had evolved together and 
share the same habitat of leaf litter.
 Mike could not give a definitive answer when 
asked about the life-span of a Bobtail but some 
individuals are known to visit for up to 25 years.
 Reports of any sightings are always welcome 
for inclusion in the records maintained by the 
Toodyay Naturalists Club. The data gathered by 
the Toodyay Naturalists Club may be of benefit 
in the future.

Young Bobtail Lizard. Photo: Wayne Clarke.
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SPORT

VETERINARY CARE & 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

FOR LARGE & SMALL ANIMALS
ACROSS THE AVON VALLEY AND WHEATBELT

Heartlands Toodyay
98 Stirling Terrace TOODYAY WA 6566

08 9574 5055
Consulting Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30am-5:30pm, Sat 9:00am-12:30pm

For After-hours Emergencies only 0418 264 423

Heartlands 
Veterinary Hospital

Puzzle Solutions
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Heartlands Veterinary Hospital
Dr Caitlin Giardina

HAVE you ever wondered how cats’ eyes 
glow in the dark at night time?
 It would be fun to tell you that cats 
have magical properties but in truth their 
eyes have simply undergone evolutionary 
adaptations to improve sight.
 Thanks to these adaptations cats are able 
to see in conditions that are five times 
dimmer than those a human can see in.
 A specialised layer of tissue called 

Avon Valley Shotokan
Kylie Burton

WHAT a great start we have had to 2022.
 Our sign-up day in January was well 
attended by new and current members.
 Members took advantage of our new 
starter kits.
 These kits are fantastic value and include 
everything you need to begin your karate 
journey as well as annual insurance and 
term fees.
 It has never been more affordable to join.

Warrior Wellbeing
The Team

WE MAKE decisions every single day, 
sometimes without even knowing it.
 These are often the easy and simple 
decisions that are part of our routine of daily 
life.
 Decisions that are of a more complex nature, 
involve more risk, or a decision that must be 
made under challenging circumstances can 
certainly cause us and those around us a bit 
of stress.
 This is normal.
 Being in a position to make a decision 
is a good thing. For many people making 
decisions may not be an issue.
 I’m sure we have all met someone who 
seems confident, sure of themselves and likes 
to be in control and take charge of situations 
and the decisions that go with it.
 While others may be a little more indecisive, 
seek advice or approval first, or maybe just 
need a little more time to think things through.
 Regardless of which end of the scale we are 
at, it is a positive to be able to make decisions, 
as this means at least two things; 
1. We are in a position to have a say, make a 
choice and be in control;

 We are very fortunate to have secured a 
grant from the Toodyay Op Shop.
 This generous grant has enabled us to 
replace outdated protective equipment 
used by both our competition squad as well 
as club members during training and club 
challenges.
 We look forward to our end of term club 
challenge when we can try out all our new 
equipment.
 We have recently designed some new 
equipment bags for our gear.
 A few local companies have donated 
use of their equipment and time to help us 
create these fabulous bags.
 A big thankyou to Mrs Sowter for her 
ongoing support and creative skills.
 These bags are much sought after and 
look fantastic.
 There are two upcoming events for our 
comp team.
 The first being the standard WAKF comp. 
usually held in Joondalup. This year it will 
be held in Jolimont; however, the structure 
will remain the same.
 The second tournament will be held in 
Pinjarra, hosted by Waroona JKA.
 The last of these events was held in 
October 2020. It was well attended by our 
club with all members taking a lot away 
from the experience.
 We look forward to taking a strong 
competition team to both of these events.
 Good luck to all those competing.
 We run seven classes a week at Toodyay 
and Clackline.
 We cater for all ages and abilities.
 If you would like more info please 
contact avonvalleyshotokan@gmail.com 
or come along to a training session for a 
chat.

New starter kits include insurance

HEALTH Bad decisions sometimes better 
than doing nothing

Can it be magic - how do cats’ 
eyes glow in the dark?

 Cats’ eyes glowing.

the Tapetum lucidum (Latin for “bright 
tapestry”) is located behind the retina of 
each eye and this is what causes that night 
time glow.
The Tapetum lucidum works a bit like a 
mirror by reflecting non-absorbed light 
back into the retina to ensure that all the 
tiny amounts of light are processed and 
sent to the brain as information.
Interestingly, yellow/green coloured eyes 
will reflect a greenish glow but blue-eyed 
kitties will tend to reflect a reddish glow.

2. We are not procrastinating.
 Why do some of us struggle with decision 
making and what factors can impact this?
 There are many things at play that can 
influence and impact on our decision making 
and listed below are a few examples:
 Uncertainty: No matter who we are or what 
we do, none of us knows which way the 
dice will roll. None of us wants to make the 
wrong decision, but sometimes this cannot 
be avoided (weather, fires, floods, droughts, 
bureaucracy).
 Complexity: This can depend on the nature 
of our business or situation, i.e. farming 
involves many different interrelated factors 
that quite often need to be considered 
(financial, weather, equipment, labour, cost/
price).
 Consequences: Something we have all 
tasted at one stage or another, both good 
and bad. We still need to consider the 
consequences – risk vs reward;
 Alternatives: Have we considered them? 
Where do we get our information from to 
inform us of all available options?
 Interpersonal issues: Who else is affected 
by our decisions; how will others react? 
What frame of mind are we in when making 
decisions? What else do we have going on in 
our lives? What are our priorities?
 So, what can we do to help this process?
 Try and create a positive space.
 Remember the 6 Ps – Prior Planning 
Prevents Piss Poor Performance.
 Be realistic and look at all the factors 
impacting on our circumstance.
 The grass is not always greener. Don’t be 
influenced by what others are doing or will 
think.
 Stick to a plan/process that you are 
comfortable with.
 It’s important to remember that when we 
make a decision it’s often based on the best 
information we have at the time.
 Letting go of the fear of  making a wrong 
decision is vital. This can be hard for some 
people but over-thinking the ‘could’ve/
should’ve/would‘ve’ does not get us 
anywhere.
 Stay committed to your decisions but stay 
flexible with your approach.Complexity of decision making.
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Your locally owned real estate 

Telephone: 08 9574 2917 www.asktonym.com.au
Toodyay Ofce: 100 Stirling Terrace, Toodyay 6566 - Merredin Ofce: 66 Barrack Street, Merredin 6415

Talk to the agents with over 30 years of experience 
in your local area, we can help you with Sales, 

Property Management, Auctions and Clearing sales

Principal's Pen

AUCTION 

FOLLOW THE SIGNS

FOR SALE in TOODYAY 

Just had a well-deserved weekend away and spent 

a night in the city after zip-lining the Matagarup 

Bridge. One bundle of energy is our P.M. Never a 

dull moment with Jo in the office.

Well, the clearing sales have been frantic, and add 

sales on top of that and that’s one busy man. Still 

smiling!

Christie

The office powerhouse. Busy with both Toodyay 

and Merredin properties and still smiling, this girl 

is unstoppable.

Until next month, Happy Selling

Finally, has had a weekend off. Had a small 

operation and that stopped him for a weekend. 

But back at full steam ahead, now selling like hot 

cakes.

Tony

Tony Maddox

Sharon

Jo

What can I say? We left her a day’s work and at 

9:30am that morning, she had finished it all! 

Unbelievable knowledge and enthusiasm.

Andrew

You!

Yes, YOU could also be included in this list! We are 

looking for someone to join the team as a full-

time sales rep. Age is no barrier, we just want you 

to love Toodyay as we all do. So, if you think this 

could be you, give me a call on 9574 2917, or 

come on in and meet the girls and have a chat.

Wow, the hot weather has been with us for a while 

now. You would think that might deter some 

buyers but no, they are still there. The market in 

Toodyay is still active so take advantage of it now!

Our new mummy to be is still flat out with 

Property Management and listing new rentals to 

add to our portfolio. What a woman.

State of the Market

Well, the girls are looking flash as now in their new 

uniforms. What a team. Come in and check them 

out.

Good news for sellers, bad news for buyers!

Welcome to the March Edition

The magical figure has just dropped back down to 

7,903 properties. Some 800 less than last month. 

So fewer properties to choose from AND the hard 

border is about to come down, so we presume 

that some eastern states might just be looking to 

relocate. These two factors should see an upsurge 

in prices across the state.

Inside the office

Jemma

This month we have managed to extract her from 

her front desk and give her a look at the rental 

properties we manage. So, a trip to Merredin and 

back as well, I think we have broken her shell and 

she is out with the world. Amazing girl.

Gracie

- This year we hope to have some larger items in the sale. News Flash 

So, if you are thinking of selling your:

• Car • Caravan • Ute • Truck • Tractor • Boat • Trailer • Motor bike

Then this is for you. 

We will have a specific row of items that are $1000 and OVER. 

So, this is where your item will be sold!

For further details contact Mr John Pearce on 0427 742 248.

All items to be on the oval on Friday 18th March. Remember, buyers and Sellers

Support our local Lion’s Club! See you at the auction!!

Saturday 19th March 2022 - Town Oval at 9am Sharp.

Don't forget the...

CLEARING SALES

Our Dudinin Sale was 

great success with the

vendors very happy.

The Bindoon Sale of 

restored tractors was 

a huge success for 

the vendors.

Keep your eyes on our website for further details on each sale.

• 12th March - South Road, Grass Valley

• 19th March - Lions Auction, Toodyay

• 2nd April - York Sale

• 9th April - Frenches Siding

Upcoming Sales

FOR SALE 225 Timber Creek Crescent

Offers over $499,000
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