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Coming events

LOCAL residents dismayed by recent large-
scale earthworks to re-align Toodyay Road 
will petition State Parliament to halt further 
destruction of roadside vegetation on the 
main tourism route to the historic town.
 Land resumptions and the destruction of 
picturesque views near Jingaling Brook have 
left big areas of bare embankment on either 

side of the re-aligned road.
 The Safe and Scenic Toodyay Roads group 
has called on Main Roads WA to halt further 
construction to review the project.
 It says unwarranted large-scale clearing 
spoils the attraction of Toodyay Road as a 
scenic drive to the historic town and leaves 
steep slopes on which nothing will grow.

 Lower-cost alternatives such as hard 
shoulders in the City of Swan section of 
Toodyay Road near Gidgegannup could be 
used instead.
 A shortage of materials and labour and 
backlog of road-building projects under the 
State Government’s economic stimulus plans 
made it a perfect time to reconsider planned 
improvements.
 A petition calling for a review is underway 
in Toodyay.
 Main Roads WA spokesperson Dean 
Roberts said the Toodyay Road upgrade 
project remained a priority “to improve 
safety along this important route”.
 “Main Roads has been consulting with the 
community and has made some refinements 
to the design to reduce the environmental 
clearing footprint,” he said 
 A Community Reference Group was 
established in 2017 to discuss designs with 
local community representatives.”
 He said repairs to sections of Toodyay 
Road were ongoing, with permanent repairs 
to be undertaken next month.
 Main Roads WA offered no comment on 
the petition.
 Full report Page 13.Large-scale destruction of vegetation either side of Toodyay Road near Jingaling Brook. 

Roadside devastation sparks petition to Parliament

Jabs, masks made mandatory
Youth Ambassador Steph Jackson addresses local residents and community organisations at last month’s free Australia Day breakfast at the Toodyay Recreation Centre. More photos Page 9. 

Community heroes
honoured on
Australia Day 

View from the Magpies Nest  
Friday 11 February 2022

Twilight Farmers Markets 
Saturday 19 February 2022

Michael Sinclair-Jones

LOCAL businesses are facing losses – and 
risk of closure – as tough new COVID-19 
virus restrictions are introduced in Toodyay.
 New State Government rules announced at 
the end of last month require customers to 
show proof of vaccination to enter the town’s 
two hotels and dine indoors at local cafes.
 Customers buying food and non-alcoholic 
drinks at takeaway outlets are not required 
to show proof of vaccination.
 Masks must be worn inside hotels except 
when seated at tables or outdoors.

 Patrons sitting on bar stools was a “grey 
area” for mask wearing, pub owners said.
 Proof of vaccination is not required to enter 
the town’s IGA supermarket because it is 
classed as an essential service, but the new 
rules require shoppers to wear masks.
 Mandatory vaccinat ion and mask 
requirements do not apply to people with 
officially approved medical exemptions.
 Infected staff and workplace contacts are 
required to isolate for 14 days, which could 
cause some businesses to close, but this 
measure is expected to ease soon.
  Both Toodyay hotels reported downturns 

at the start of this month, and the bakery is 
now shut on Mondays due a staff shortage 
caused by workplace vaccination rules.
 The new measures coincide with shortages 
of essential goods after floods cut  interstate 
rail services until at least February 12.
 IGA store owner Dean Carter said 30km 
of rail freight every week had been halted, 
causing retailers to switch to interstate 
trucking to maintain supplies.
 “We use independent supply chains and 
have enough to get by if people don’t panic,” 
Mr Carter said.
 Continued on Page 5.

CROWD numbers were down on last year 
but community enthusiasm remained high at 
last month’s Australia Day celebrations held 
at the Toodyay Recreation Centre.
 Three new citizens (see President’s Pen, 
Page 5) recited a pledge of allegiance to the 
gathering, followed by an announcement of 
15 local  community nominations for four 
Australia Day Awards.
 The winners were:

• Hannah Morrison – Youth Community 
Citizen of the Year (age under 25),

• Max Heath – Senior Community Citizen 
of the Year (age over 65),

• Toodyay Friends of the River – Active 
Citizenship Award, and

• Jeff Venn – Community Citizen of the 
Year (overall award).

 A free Australia Day breakfast cooked by 
shire councillors and staff was followed by 
a pool party at the nearby aquatic centre.
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Roger Simms

IN CASE the summer holidays have left 
you missing the cut and thrust of politics 
– COVID-19 and Serb tennis ace Novak 
Djokovic’s Australian Open saga aside – let 
me remind you that another federal election 
looms.
 It could be as early as March 14, which 
seems unlikely, but Australian parliamentary 
law says it must be held by May 21.
 So, stand by for the inevitable and the 
interminable – all the bluster and posturing, 
speeches, adverts, accusations, denials and, 
of course, Scomo and Albo dominating the 
evening news with their fun-filled escapades 
among the punters.
 For many it’s all so annoyingly repetitive, 
uninformative and a waste of money, but to 
the campaign’s combatants it’s a critical fight 
over public perception – a battle to shape 
what voters see, hear and think.
 There’s an army of media advisers, speech 
writers and strategists striving to maximise 
whatever voter appeal they can squeeze out 
of their clients (the candidates), to gain every 
extra second and column inch of exposure 
for them using TV, radio, print and social 
media, and to close every door they can on 
inquiries about inconvenient facts that don’t 
quite fit a projected image.
 Then, there’s the broad, multi-layered 
institution called the news media, with its 
mission of disclosure which, we are reminded 
at times of heavy-handed censorship in 
places such as Hong Kong, is a foundation 
of democracy.
 “Tell the people the truth and the country 
is safe,” famed US President (1861-65) 
Abraham Lincoln said.
 I’m sure he’d agree that the point is even 
more valid today when unchecked, unedited 
and plainly misleading information flows 
freely through highly popular social media  
platforms such as Facebook and Twitter.
 Journalists, though, do their job driven 
by professional pride as investigators, not 
necessarily as crusaders.
 They itch to know what’s going on – and 
to tell us when they find out.
 Their badge of achievement is a story – a 
good one – and preferably an exclusive.
 To get one of those during an election or at 
least something that runs beyond a ho-hum 
record of Scomo’s or Albo’s daily frolics on 
the hustings, they need to dig.
 And the best of them do.
 They look past the news releases, speeches 
and photo opportunities and press for 
answers to questions that can reveal what is 
really going on.
 They dig into policy announcements and 
hunt for the devil in the detail.
 They profile candidates (hopefully fully 
and fairly) and examine their past statements 
to compare them with what those candidates 
are telling electors now.
 The trouble, of course, is that there’s not 
enough of that sort of journalism.
 The news media in general comes in for 
regular criticism of shallow coverage during 
election campaigns.
 Shrinking budgets have made it easier and 
cheaper to send reporters, photographers and 
TV crews to join party campaign buses and 
follow the leaders on their carefully planned 
daily electioneering rounds.
 Lots of pictures and posturing – perhaps a 
headline-making gaffe or two – but not much 
for voters to chew on.

 As always though, good journalism runs on 
initiative – listening, watching and following 
up.
 And seizing opportunities.
 Newcomers to the craft need to keep their 
eyes and ears open – you may be on the bus 
but you never know your luck.
 Consider the case of William Russell, one 
of many who proved the old saying that 
reporters are born, not made.
 Forgive me for dipping back into history 
here, but it’s a good story.
 Russell, an Irishman just finishing 
university and not sure what sort of a career 
he wanted, was engaged by a cousin working 
for London’s Times newspaper to help cover 
an Irish election in Dublin  in 1841.
 As told in British journalist Phillip 
Knightley’s book The First Casualty, a 
history of war correspondents, Russell had 
no experience as a reporter and certainly 
none covering elections, but he could see 
that rival newspaper reporters trying to cover 
all of the political meetings around the city 
would miss a lot of the action.
 And he also knew his countrymen and their 
tendency to go the biff when tempers flared 
in the heat of political conflict.
 So, he waited in the casualty department 
of Dublin’s biggest hospital and interviewed 
a steady trickle of wounded political 
combatants to secure an overall picture of 
what had happened during the night.
 His work so impressed Times editor John 
Delane that he gave Russell a permanent job.
 Delane, at only 23 the youngest editor the 
Times had appointed, later sent Russell to 
cover the Crimean War (1853-56) as one of 
the first war correspondents to be appointed 
by a British newspaper.
 Editors had previously engaged army 
officers to provide what invariably turned 
out to be overly optimistic assessments of 
battlefront events.
 Russell changed all that.
 Inquisitive and determined, he sent back 
stories that shocked Times readers with his 
accounts of the suffering of wounded and 
sick soldiers and description of Britain’s 
infamous Charge of the Light Brigade.
 That failed military action – the result of 
a misinterpreted order – claimed the lives 
of more than 100 doomed cavalrymen who 
galloped into Russian artillery guns at the 
Battle of Balaclava in October 1854.
 It was Russell’s reports that inspired 
Florence Nightingale (later immortalised 
as the ‘Lady with the Lamp’) to begin her 
famous nursing work in the Crimea.
 The British Government was not impressed 
with the Times war coverage and told 
Delane it was the paper’s duty to support the 
country’s military objectives.
 But Delane was having none of it.
 He had already enunciated his view on the 
responsibilities of the Press and it stands 
today as a core definition of the news media’s 
role:
 “The first duty of the Press is to obtain the 
earliest and most correct intelligence of the 
events of the time and instantly, by disclosing 
them, to make them the common property of 
the nation,” Delane said.
 “The Press lives by disclosure.
 “The duty of the journalist is the same as 
that of the historian – to seek out the truth 
above all things and to present to readers not 
such things as statecraft would want them to 
know but the truth as near as he can attain 
it.”
 Roll on the Federal Election.

Going the biff

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Jan 30 31 1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 Mar 1 2 3 4 5

Office Hours are from 9.30am - 12.30pm on highlighted days
February - March 2022
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Million-dollar tax wizard with an eye for cup sizes 

Former UK tax collector Hamish Dobie’s  handled an oil company cheque for £16 million. 

OUTSPOKEN Toodyay Shire Cr Ben Bell 
has resigned, bringing forward a move to 
cut the council from nine to seven members.
 Cr Bell resigned last month after missing 
several meetings due to COVID-19 
quarantine restrictions arising from his 
interstate business travel commitments.
 He was first elected to the council’s former 
East Ward with 211 votes in 2017 and two 
years later topped the poll with 1126 votes 
in the council’s first shire-wide elections.
 However, he  failed in a highly publicised 
bid on local social media to be elected 
Toodyay shire president after scoring only 
one vote in a secret ballot of councillors 
conducted in the council chamber.
 Former Cr Bell also figured in several legal 
battles with former shire CEO Stan Scott 
after posting strident criticism of Mr Scott’s 

performance on Facebook.
 The former CEO was later named in 14 of 
23 adverse findings against the shire and its 
former council after the results of a year-long 
State Government inquiry were tabled in the 
WA Parliament in 2020.
 Former Cr Bell gave no official reason for 
his January 15 departure, though there was 
growing speculation based on his frequent 
absences that he might not stay.
 A discussion last year to cut the size of the 
council from nine to seven members was 
deferred pending the October 2021 poll.
 The 2021 elections completed a four-year 
transition to allow all voters to vote for all 
candidates regardless of geographical area.
 The reform included the introduction of 
postal ballots which caused a big increase 
in voter participation after years of low turn-

outs at little-known shire polling stations.
 York, Chittering, Goomalling and Victoria 
Plains all have seven councillors – a move 
favoured by the State Government.
 Reducing the Toodyay Shire Council’s size 
to seven members would save ratepayers 
about $23,000 a year in councillor allowances.
 It would also save a further $22,000 by 
avoiding a fresh council election so soon 
after the last poll three months ago.
 A special meeting this month voted 
5-1 (Cr Mick McKeown against) to seek 
WA Electoral Commission permission to 
leave the seat vacant, pending an expected  
Ministerial move to introduce smaller 
councils at the October 2023 poll.
 An eight-member council still needs 
an absolute majority of five councillors 
regardless of the president’s casting vote.

Outspoken councillor quits 

John White

RETIREE Hamish Dobie is million-dollar 
tax wizard whose early skills while working 
in the underwear department of a UK store 
included an ability to accurately size-up a 
person – even bra size – from a distance.
 Hamish also attracted royal disdain after 
narrowly avoiding being run over by the 
Queen’s car while on a drunken pub crawl 
before deciding to quit his “wild” life for a 
successful career in money management.
 Many years of hard work led to a variety 
of jobs in Britain and Perth before Hamish 
grew tired of the rat race and, with wife Dot, 
chose Toodyay for their retirement.
 Arriving in November 2020, Dot wondered 
‘what on earth have we done’, as Toodyay 
was in the midst of a spell of unseasonally 
windy weather.
 The wind settled and so did they, soon 
making connections in their new community 
by actively meeting neighbours and joining 
local groups.
 The Garden Club was their first and 
Hamish, who attended initially to support 
Dot, found himself elected president not 
knowing quite how it happened.
 “I think I put my hand up to scratch my 
nose and that was taken as volunteering to 
fill the position,” he recalls.
 Hamish was born in the small Scottish 
village of Rumbling Bridge and went to 
Fossoway Primary School.
 Secondary schooling was at ‘Dollar 
Academy’, a name that may have helped 
shape Hamish’s interest in numbers and the 
management of money.
 “One thing I noticed at school was the 
differences in what kids had,” he said.
 “There was one kid whose parents owned 
six skyscrapers in Hong Kong, and there 
were kids like me without much at all.
 “We had all we needed but I noticed the 
attitude of the rich kids and their parents, and 
their ‘looking down on’ really got to me.
 “We’re all worth the same.”
 That learning formed values that Hamish 
carried through life and helped to influence 
his later professional career.
 Secondary school was followed by two 
years at Scotland’s Heriot Watt University 
studying mechanical engineering.
 But restlessness won the day.
 “I got free … and wild” and for four years 
grew long hair and beard and enjoyed being 
“wild – probably too much”.
 There were many “interesting” incidents 
during that time, Hamish says.
 One occurred on the Royal Mile – a mile-
long (1.6km) road running from Edinburgh 
Castle to the Queen’s official Scottish 

residence at Holyrood House.
 “Ma pal wee Davy and me had been up the 
Royal Mile, drinking in every pub along the 
length,” Hamish says.
 “We were pretty wasted and mostly in the 
middle of the road, as it was difficult to hold 
a line on the footpath.
 “A car containing the Queen and Prince 
Phillip was coming towards us.
 “I couldn’t have been completely gone as I 
managed to drag wee Davy off the road, and 
I did notice the Prince look down his nose at 
us as they passed.
 “I’d seen that look at school.”
 “During those years, age 21 to 24, I worked 
as a tax collector for England from an office 
in Scotland.
 “I remember the biggest cheque I’ve ever 
had in my hand was one of the first – a cheque 
for £16 million for pre-payment of a British 
Petroleum tax bill.
 “I learned a lot about tax law, which proved 
to be useful in my later work.”
 Leaving the tax office and realising “wild” 
was a road to nowhere good, Hamish 
returned to the University of Edinburgh, 
graduated at age 27 and joined the British 
Home Stores retail chain.
 He worked in various departments – 
including ladies’ underwear – and was 
pleased with his ability within a very short 
time to accurately estimate bra sizes – even 
from a distance.
 “I guess it’s about being diligent and 
focused in your work,” he says with a hint 
of a grin. 
 “I was in charge of store security at one 
time and I watched this guy trying on a pair 
of new trainers (sports footwear).
 “He left his old shoes and started walking 
out with the new ones on.
 “I yelled at him, he ran, I gave chase.
 “It was snowing and I ran across the 
footpath and a couple of lanes of traffic, 
yelling as I went.
 “A couple of nearby police joined the 
chase, intercepted the guy and tackled him 
down into the snow.
 “When I arrived, they said, ‘why didn’t you 
catch him?’
 “I said, ‘he was wearing our new trainers; 
they’re the best there are’.
 “After two years, I left British Home Stores 
to work for Mastercare (electrical retailers).”
 Hamish married young.
 His  wife  worked for  the  Bri t i sh 
Broadcasting Corporation in Edinburgh 
while Hamish travelled the length and 
breadth of the country for Mastercare.
 Long separations put pressure on their 
relationship and when Hamish landed a 
permanent job in England’s South-West, the 

childless couple parted amicably.
 Hamish tired of working 90 hours a week 
as a relief manager for MasterCare and 
joined Swiss semi-conductor company 
Semas as a company secretary.
 This was followed by a job offer in 
Wiltshire which Hamish took but didn’t settle 
into.
 “I didn’t feel comfortable,” he says, 
explaining that when it’s raining in Scotland, 
you knock and walk in.
 “In England when it’s raining, you knock 
and wait – apart from nearly drowning, I 

never could accept that brand of hospitality,” 
he recalls.
 Hamish’s brother Campbell emigrated to 
Australia in 1984 and Hamish decided he 
would go too.
 He arrived in Perth in 1988, bought a 
block of land in Ballajura and built a house 
while employed as administration manager 
for Ingersoll-Rand which provided mining 
industry equipment.
 Three years later, the firm’s US bosses 
decided to put their Australian business out 
to an agency and Hamish was retrenched.
 He was quickly snapped up by Cockburn 
Hire, where the canny Scot’s knowledge of 
tax law proved invaluable.
 He discovered that the company had not 
been claiming all the tax rebates to which it 
was entitled and, by examining the records 
of 30 branches, Hamish was able to recover 
millions of dollars in tax rebates.
 His specialist knowledge also helped to 
avoid a tax bill from Britain.
 Britain’s tax office had earlier sent Hamish 
a bill for four hundred English pounds which 
he refused to pay because he said they were 
using the wrong rate.
 But the bills kept coming.
 Hamish then emigrated to Australia (he 
says he was going anyway) but the bills 
followed him and grew to nine thousand 
pounds over the following decades.
 Finally, he got his brother to write to the 
British tax collector that Hamish had moved 
to Bougainville with no forwarding address.
 The bills stopped coming.
 Continued on Page 9. 



Page 4 THE TOODYAY HERALD February 2022

What came first?
WITH respect, Owen Catto’s judgement 
that the iconic Powder Bark Wandoo is a 
weed (December Herald) is one of the most 
surprising we have ever heard.
 How can a tree that was propagated by 
nature centuries ago be in the wrong place?
  Perhaps it is more that the road or indeed 
we recent arrivals to this landscape are in the 
wrong place?
 As to the issue of the Sandplain/Salt Valley 
Road intersection being unsafe, we are in 
complete agreement.
 But as the Safe and Scenic Toodyay Roads 
(SASTR) campaign has always maintained, 
there is a balance to be had between 
improving safety and excessive damage to 
the environment – it is not one or the other.
 In that regard, recent discussions between 
our group and Main Roads WA suggest that 
new designs for this junction are possible 

Trees not to blame
REGARDING the letter on road safety.
 Having lived in Toodyay for nearly thirty 
years and being an Ambo for six years, I’ve 
not heard of or seen a road accident caused 
by a road or a tree etc.
 May I suggest that accidents are caused 
by drink driving, inexperience, drug use, 
speeding, fatigue, medical conditions, failing 
to drive to the road conditions, inattention, 
using mobile phones.
 I live on a gravel road (not literally) where 
the speed limit is 110k and at one spot a large 
wandoo narrows the width so it’s just wide 
enough for two vehicles to pass each other 
(and no I won’t say which road as someone 
will turn up with a chainsaw and cut it down).
 So, to the writer of that letter “don’t try 
putting me on a guilt trip for accidents caused 
by the above”.

Robert Kermode 
Toodyay.

Sinister links
THE EDITORIAL in the last issue of The 
Herald covered the minority in Toodyay 
that are against vaccination while a news 
report shone a light onto the dark activities 
of a couple of extremist groups which have 
sprung up in Toodyay.
 It is no coincidence that the two issues 
are linked as the political organisations are 
shamelessly using the vaccination issue to 
draw in the unwary and gullible to their 
organisations.
 One group purports to be merely “national 
social” gatherings whilst, at the same time, 
organisers of that group also appear to have 
close and direct links to the AustraliaOne 
Party which advocates stringing up 
politicians and others who go against their 
thinking.
 Of course, these organisations vehemently 
deny that they are doing any such thing, but 
they would say that wouldn’t they?
 In conversations with others and reading 
mainstream media, I have realised that I am 
not the only one drawing parallels to the 
1930s and the rise of a certain extremist 
mob in Germany which also had “National 
Social” in its title.
 One would hope that this ugly face of 
extremism is confined to a tiny minority in 
our community and will evaporate when we 
get to less stressful times.
 In the meantime, it is unfortunate that some 
previously well-regarded people appear to 
have sullied their reputations and standing.

Name and address supplied
Toodyay

It’s all about ‘us’, not ‘me’
AT THE outset I wish to state my position.
 I am double vaccinated against Covid-19, 
had no hesitation whatsoever, had no 
adverse effects, as was the case with all 
other previous immunisations against polio, 
measles, mumps, chicken pox, yellow fever 
and all other jabs prior to going travelling.
 And I am booked for a booster shot.
 Having said that, I understand the reality 
of normal human anxiety.
 As a career psychotherapist of four 
decades, I have heard pretty much everything 
that any human being has suffered and have 
suffered a fair bit of it myself.
 The dilemma we face is that of all human 
history – ‘me’ or ‘us’.
 History is filled with examples of societies 
that collapsed while others sustained 
themselves for thousands of years.
 Those that collapsed put the individual 
before the community, and those that 
sustained themselves did the reverse.
 Australia’s indigenous inhabitants are 
prime examples of societies that sustained 
themselves.
 Their wisdom put care of the earth and 
deference to the community first, ahead of 
preference for the individual.
 The key is an ethical issue that philosophers 
have written about for thousands of years – 
the ‘public good’, or the highest good for the 
greatest number.
 Democracy is supposed to be based on the 
same principle.
 It should be about ‘us’, with ‘me’ coming 
an important but close second.
 If we insist on reversing that principle, we 
risk collapse as a nation and society.
 The signs are already with us.
 Self-interest in politics, economics, social 
interaction, wants versus needs, ‘my ideas’ 
versus ‘revealed wisdom’ – we have become 
dangerously and immaturely ‘precious’.
 That’s about ‘ego’ versus ‘soul’ or, if you 
think ‘soul’ is too airy-fairy, think ‘common 
sense’.
 It makes sense to be part of the whole – 
caring for you is good for me.
 Numbers provide safety but individuals can 
be easily picked off and destroyed.
 ‘A three-fold cord is not easily broken’, the 
saying goes.
 We need to be careful not to allow corrosive 
voices and movements among us to divide 
and destroy our community.
 If you become aware of something that 
sounds divisive, please call it out.

John White
Toodyay

The way we were – This photo of the former Newcastle Hotel – later Toodyay Tavern (or ‘top’ pub) and now Toodyay Manor guest house 
– was taken in the 1890s. A sign at the front reads: “G A D Sinclair Hotel Prop. Newcastle Hotel”, and a side-facing notice board behind 
the man standing on the right was used to display advertising notices. Photo Newcastle Gaol Museum.

LETTERS without so much clearing and we look 
forward to seeing these confirmed officially.
 That aside, Owen pays the conservationists 
including our group a compliment by saying 
they are holding up the work on Toodyay 
Road.
 We wish that was true but any delays 
in this work by Main Roads WA are due 
almost certainly due to the unavailability of 
contractors and resources (see our article on 
Page 13).

Andrew St John
Safe and Scenic Toodyay Roads Campaign

Toodyay

YEAR JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC TOTAL
2019 1.8 0 5.8 15.4 8.7 125.7 128.4 66.3 13.4 15.2 6.0 0 386.7
2020 0 31.6 9.8 6.4 38.2 48.9 43.7 61.8 30.2 5.9 48.8 3.5 328.8
2021 0.03 17.3 137.3 11.1 121.7 30.4 154.2 70.3 39 61.6 2.2 0 645.13
2022 31.7 31.7

Average 11.50 12.50 20.00 26.20 66.40 97.80 101.60 79.60 48.00 31.40 15.00 9.40 519.40

Toodyay Rainfall
Recordings and average commenced on  1/1/1877

The Toodyay Herald invites you to have 
your say in our letters page. Please 
email us at news@toodyayherald.com.au 
with your full name, address and phone 
number. Letters that are short, sharp and 
to the point about topical local issues are 
preferred. The Herald reserves the right 
to edit letters for length, grammar and 
punctuation.

No excuse for abuse
WEARING masks and showing proof 
of COVID-19 vaccination in hotels and 
cafes is an imposition that most Toodyay 
residents seem prepared to accept.
 New rules were imposed on January 29 
after rising numbers of infections in Perth, 
Peel and the South-West raised the alarm.
 The virus killed nearly 4000 Australians 
by the start of this month, put another 5000 
in hospital and is spreading in WA.
 Cases were reported in Cunderdin and 
Meckering late last month, and it is only a 
matter of time before the highly infectious 
new Omicron variant reaches Toodyay.
 Local publicans are obliged by law to 
comply with State requirements or risk 
heavy fines or loss of trading licence.
 Bar staff at the Freemasons Hotel and the 
Victoria Hotel and bottle shop have been 
instructed to require patrons to prove their 
vaccination status before they can drink 
and eat on the premises.
 So it is beyond the pale that a vocal few 
think they can bully their way past hotel 
checkpoints by abusing staff who are only 
trying to do their job properly.
 Whether or not you agree with masks 
and vaccinations, there is no excuse for 
such loutish behaviour.
 Take it out on politicians, not bar staff. 
 None of this is helped by those who seek 
to incite civil disorder by spreading false 
information masquerading as “fact”.
 An anonymous flyer distributed around 
the town and left on windscreens in the 
IGA carpark last month sought to spread 
absurd claims that serve only to frighten 
people and provoke ill-informed dissent.
 US astrophysicist Carl Sagan foresaw 
this in 1995 when he wrote words that 
could apply equally in Australia:
 “I have a foreboding of an America in 
my children’s or grandchildren’s time, 
when the United States is a service and 
information economy; when nearly all 
the manufacturing industries have slipped 
away to other countries; when awesome 
technological powers are in the hands of 
a very few, and no one representing the 
public interest can even grasp the issues.
 “When the people have lost the ability to 
set their own agendas or knowledgeably 
question those in authority; when, 
clutching our crystals and nervously 
consulting our horoscopes, our critical 
faculties in decline, unable to distinguish 
between what feels good and what’s true, 
we slide, almost without noticing, back 
into superstition and darkness.
 “The dumbing down of American is most 
evident in the slow decay of substantive 
content in the enormously influential 
media, the 30-second sound bites (now 
down to 10 seconds or less), lowest 
common denominator programming, 
credulous presentations on pseudoscience 
and superstition, but especially a kind of 
celebration of ignorance”.
 Let’s not go down that track.

Michael Sinclair-Jones
Editor 
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THE HEROISM of slain Toodyay World War 
2 army nurse Alma Beard will be celebrated 
this month with the unveiling of an outdoor 
sculpture (right) at the town’s medical centre, 
which is named in her honour.
 Toodyay RSL organisers will host the 
ceremony this month at the Stirling Terrace 
facility.

 Alma May Beard was born at ‘Pell Mell’ in 
Bejoording in 1913, attended Toodyay State 
School and trained at Royal Perth Hospital 
before enlisting as an army nurse in 1941 
after the outbreak of World War 2.
 She was posted overseas and evacuated 
from British-held Singapore shortly before 
it fell to Japanese forces in February 1942.
 Her crowded evacuation ship was sunk 
by enemy aircraft off Indonesia’s Bangka 
Island and 29-year-old Alma was one of 22 
Australian nurses who were able to reach the 
shore in a lifeboat.
 They started treating wounded survivors 
on the beach when they were captured by 
Japanese soldiers who ordered them back 
into the water where they were machine 
gunned in the shallows.
 Only one nurse, Sister Vivian Bullwinkle, 
survived and, after spending more than three 
years in Japanese prison camps, she wrote to 
Alma’s parents to tell them what happened 
to their daughter.
 She said Alma was the last in a line of 
nurses in the water to be shot.
 Her last words were: “Bully, there are two 
things in my life I’ve always hated – the 
Japanese and the sea – and today I have 
ended up with both of them.”

 “Her brave conduct in an hour of crisis has 
added lustre to the service which she so nobly 
carried on,” Sister Bullwinkle wrote.
 Local historian David Sims suggested an 
outdoor memorial to honour Alma’s heroism 
after seeing a wall display about her war 
service in the medical centre waiting room.
	 Toodyay	RSL	affiliate	member	Colin	Bird	
led the project which, after being unable to 
get Federal Department of Veterans’ Affairs 
funding, attracted a local benefactor who 
donated $2000.
 Another $500 was donated by Newcastle 
Gaol museum volunteers and, with work in 
kind and materials donated by trade suppliers 
and other donors, the $5000 project was 
finalised.
	 A	Perth	firm	was	commissioned	 to	cut	a	
life-sized metal silhouette of a nurse to stand 
in a setting of Toodyay stone and brickwork 
with a commemorative plaque.
 The memorial will be unveiled in a public 
ceremony	at	the	Alma	Beard	Medical	Centre	
at 2pm on Wednesday February 16 – the 80th 
anniversary of Alma’s death.
 Local RSL organisers plan to follow the 
unveiling with afternoon tea next door 
at	 the	Toodyay	Club,	 depending	 on	State	
COVID-19 requirements.

Slain local nurse honoured at medical centre

World War 2 nurse Alma Beard. 

WELCOME	back	to	a	fresh	New	Year.
 While I type, the wonderful smell of wet 
earth and rain after a summer storm is a 
welcome reminder that all things have a 
cycle.
 Australia Day was a perfect introduction 
to the year – good weather, good food, 
shaded seating and a wonderful venue to 

enjoy live music, recognise our volunteers 
and welcome three new Australian citizens 
to	Toodyay:	Ciara	Butler,	Katy	Longworth	
and Tony Jamieson.
 Personally, it is an honour to provide public 
recognition to our people for the work they 
do and feel the pride and enthusiasm of the 
community for their achievements.
	 Council	meetings	will	 recommence	 at	
1pm on the fourth Wednesday of the month, 
and	Agenda	Briefings	 at	 1pm	 every	 third	
Wednesday.
 There was no meeting last month because 
the date coincided with Australia Day.
	 The	Christmas	 closure	meant	 there	was	
limited time to prepare for and hold meetings.
 Online access to council meetings should 
be improved in 2022 with last month’s 
upgrade of the audio-visual system in the 
Council	Chamber.
 Please remember that questions can be 
submitted if you are unable to attend.
 Despite ongoing uncertainty due to the 
pandemic, we are in a far better position now 
than	when	COVID-19,	the	Delta	variant	and	
Omicron	first	appeared.
 Robust debate has given way to practical 
considerations as we prepare to face these 
adversities together.
 Let us not forget that not everyone has had 
a choice about how to respond.
  People with underlying health issues 
may not be able to choose if they want to be 
vaccinated and, as a result, will need to rely 
on the rest of us to help protect them.
 Our community has had time to weigh 
options, consider consequences and make 
choices.
 Now it’s time to prepare.
 The shire has established a staff Pandemic 
Working Group to meet challenges, keep 
the community informed and liaise with 
community volunteers as needed.
 The group will meet regularly and more 
frequently if needed.
 Mask wearing indoors in public places is 
now mandated by the State Government, 
and we appreciate your co-operation and 
assistance.
 In other news, the Shire has been 
working with the Department of Water 

and Environmental Regulation (DWER) 
to obtain approvals for the clearing of 
vegetation necessary for our road works 
programs.
	 Officers	are	sensitive	to	the	need	to	limit	
clearing where possible, and designs are 
developed accordingly.
 However, in some cases, clearing of 
vegetation to ensure the safety of our roads 
cannot be avoided.
 The Shire is working to identify possible 
environmental offsets which has been looked 
upon favourably by DWER.
 On 15 January 2022, the Shire received the 
resignation	of	Cr.	Benjamin	Bell,	effective	
immediately.
	 	Cr	Bell	served	four	years	and	three	months	
on	the	council	after	first	being	elected	to	the	
former East Ward in October 2017.
 On behalf of the Shire and the community, 
I wish to thank Ben for his contribution and 
wish him the all best for the future.

Shire forms new team to tackle pandemic

‘Just suck it up’, publican 
tells angry protesters

New sign-in desk inside Freemasons Hotel 
front door requires all patrons to show proof 
of vaccination before entry.

Continued from Page 1.
FREEMASONS Hotel owner John Pearce 
said a minority of pub customers had 
objected to being required to show proof of 
vaccination.
	 The	first	week	under	new	 rules	was	 “an	
education process”.
 “Everyone needs to just suck it up and get 
on with it,” he said.
 “Like everybody else, we’re just following 
the law because that’s what we are required 
to do.”
 Local police say they will conduct random 
checks around the town ensure the new 
public health measures are being observed.

 Toodyay District High School Principal 
David	Ball	said	all	Year	7	to	10	students	are	
required to wear masks indoors unless they 
had a medical exemption.
 Other students did not need to wear masks, 
and masks were not required outdoors. 
  All school staff are double vaccinated.
 The State Government says people 
concerned that vaccination may affect their 
health can seek a medical exemption.
 However, this does not apply “to an 
objection based on personal belief” or 
“vaccine hesitancy and related fears and 
anxiety”, for which health provider advice 
should be sought.
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Computer Safety
Phil Hart

SOCIAL media is  a  wonderful 
mechanism for exchanging news, views 
and ideas.
 It is also a place where views and ideas 
can be challenged.
 Readers may disagree with what you 
write and ask you to provide evidence 
that supports what you have written.
 Responding with ‘look for it yourself 
on Google’ is unlikely to impress any 
reader.
 Being able to provide a link to the 
original article carries much more 
weight.
 It could be a news report or an academic 
piece.
 Failing to provide any supporting 
evidence means that most people are 
likely to dismiss the corresponding 
claims.
 Ensuring that you have a link or two to 
support what you are about to post puts 
you in a much stronger position.
 It pays to stay on topic.
 If the topic is about politics, climate 
change or COVID-19 for example, then 
posting “Please consider my feelings” 
undermines your position.
 In t roduc ing  some th ing  qu i t e 
irrelevant, such as cuneiform writing, 
will suggest to readers that your position 
is indefensible.
 Taking the time and trouble to read 
properly what other people have already 
written can save a lot of embarrassment 
later.
 Responding after just skim reading 
what has been posted can lead to all sorts 
of awkwardness.
 Clicking on the wrong name when 
replying can be harmless but can also 
cause problems if the other person is 
offended by what you write.
 Checking what you have written 
before hitting the send button helps to 
avoid the risk of being misunderstood.
 Happy surfing.

Safer Toodyay
Desraé Clarke

SAYING ‘NO’ can be a positive statement.
 Research has found that young folk are 
often given alcohol by adults.
 If you are a parent, grandparent, aunt 
or uncle, older brother, sister or cousin, 
neighbour or friend, you can help loved 
ones to make the correct choice – no 
alcohol.
 If a young person asks you to buy them 
alcohol or provide it, you can explain the 
dangers and the responsibilities they have 
that could be destroyed when under the 
influence of alcohol.
 Say “no” to the request.
 It is one of the most positive, kindest, 
things you will ever do.
 Don’t be a provider of alcohol to minors.

The correct choice 
is not to give 

alcohol to kids

It pays to think 
very carefully 

before you post

TOO many drinks ended in spectacular 
fashion for a 19-year-old male driver who 
crashed his ute into the main Toodyay water 
supply pipeline at Dumbarton last month.
 The man said he had been drinking at home 
in Toodyay before the crash, which occurred 
at about 10.50pm.
 He was driving with a passenger on the 
railway access track when he veered off the 
track and crashed into the adjacent pipeline.
 His ute rolled over the top of the pipe and 
came to rest upside down on the other side.
 The impact knocked the pipe off its base, 
causing a high-pressure rupture (pictured).
 Local water supplies were disrupted until 
the damage was repaired by an emergency 
crew.
 The driver suffered no serious injuries but 
his vehicle was damaged beyond repair.
 He was charged with driving with an excess 
blood alcohol content of 0.08 per cent and 
had his licence immediately suspended for 
three months.

Crash bang wallop
A FRIDAY night altercation involving 
two young men aged in their early 20s at 
the Freemasons Hotel resulted in a badly 
damaged car and a drink driving charge.
 The two Northam men were involved in 
an argument in the pub at about 8pm before 
leaving in a hurry.
 One of them jumped into a car parked at 
the back of the hotel and was seen to reverse 
his vehicle twice into metal stairs at the back 
of the nearby IGA store before driving off at 
high speed.
  He then crashed his vehicle on Katrine 
Road, causing enough damage to make it 
undriveable.
 Northam police traced the driver from his 
vehicle registration number and went to his 
home address.
 The man was charged with an excess 0.08 

drink driving offence and had his driver’s 
licence immediately suspended for two 
months.

Rear view runner
AN ATTEMPT to give pursuing police the 
slip on Toodyay Road failed to work for a 
30-year-old man driving home to Northam 
with his partner and three young children 
last month.
 The incident occurred on a Sunday around 
lunchtime.
 Local officers in a patrol car passed the 
man’s vehicle being driven towards them 
on Toodyay Road and used their onboard 
computer to check its registration number.
 It flagged an alert, causing the officers to 
make a quick U-turn so that they could go 
back and question the driver.
 The driver saw this in his vehicle’s 
rear vision mirror and turned right into 
Racecourse Road instead of continuing 
south on Toodyay Road towards the 
Northam turn-off.
 When stopped in Racecourse Road, the 

man said he had driven from Northam with 
his three young children to collect his partner 
from her Toodyay workplace.
 He was charged with driving without a 
licence and driving with an expired learner’s 
permit.
 Police drove the man and his family back to 
their Northam home before seizing his vehicle 
and impounding it in a secure compound 
where it will cost $1000 to retrieve after a 
mandatory 28-day confiscation period.

Vehicles, gun stolen
TWO vehicles, six trail bikes, an off-road 
motor buggy, power tools and a high-
powered rifle and ammunition were stolen 
from a large Julimar farm last month.
 The well-planned robbery occurred at 
about 2am on a Monday while the 4500ha 
(11,000-acre) property was unoccupied.
 Cutters were used to gain entry to the 
farm through a locked rear gate in what 
looked like a carefully planned robbery with 
knowledge of the property and its contents.
 The thieves would have brought a trailer 
or truck to remove some of the stolen goods 
but stole another trailer as well.
 They drove up to the farmhouse and 
machinery shed via a remote rear access 
track, smashed open a window in a living 
area and forced a locked office door to gain 
access to vehicle keys.
 They also forced open a gun cabinet which 
was correctly locked and secured.
 The missing rifle is a bolt action 308-calibre 
Bergara B14 Woodsman worth about $1255.
 Also s tolen were 150 rounds of 
ammunition.
 One of the stolen vehicles was equipped 
with a firefighting pack and GPS tracker.
 It was caught on video security camera 
leaving through the farm’s front gate onto 
Julimar Road and tracked to where it was 
dumped in Moondyne bushland about 5km 
away.
 The other vehicle – a Nissan Patrol – is 
still missing.
 A police alert has been issued for the 
registration number, with cameras on 
major metropolitan and other highways 
and at service stations programmed to 
automatically report sightings.
 DNA and other forensic testing is being 
carried out on samples of evidence from the 
retrieved vehicle and gun cabinet.
 The robbery serves as a reminder for 
owners to photograph and mark their 
property with identification labels to help 
trace missing off-road vehicles and other 
stolen goods.

Too much grog ends in waterworks

Too much to drink ends in a watery disaster.

A 308-calibre rifle similar to the one stolen from a Julimar farm last month.
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EMERGENCY SERVICES

Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade Julimar
Grant Scobie

I STARTED writing this article towards the 
end of December last year but some things 
did not go exactly as planned.
 Because of this, I’ve just spent the time I’d 
saved going back over the first few paragraphs 
rewriting them.
 To start with, we don’t have our new fire 
station yet.
 However, we do hope to be in there very 
soon, hopefully before this edition of The 
Herald goes to print.
 So what else have we been up to?
 December included some more training for 
new members of the Toodyay brigades.
 Julimar now has a total of seven new 
firefighters who have been added to our 
somewhat strained rosters – a wonderful start 
to our season.
 And December was definitely the start of 
the season.
 During the month we managed to pop out 
of the shire to help out at Bindoon (Shire of 
Chittering) and then we had a small fire on 
the Toodyay-Bindi Bindi Road.
 A couple of reports of smoke amounted 
to nothing much thankfully and then came 
Christmas Day, the hottest on record.
 First up at 1.45pm while everybody was 
sitting around saying “Golly gosh, I’m full.” 
and just dozing off we got called to the 
Bindoon Army Training Area on the Bindoon-
Dewars Pool Road.
 Crews from Toodyay, other nearby shires 
and the metro area along with aerial services 
attended a blaze in an inhospitable area of the 
facility.
 Whilst there was no threat at the time to 
lives or property there was a horrific potential 
for this fire to spread at high speed due to 
strong easterly winds so nearly everything 
was thrown at it.
 Crews started at 1.45pm – the time of the 
call-out – changed over at 8pm, then again at 
4am, 1pm and 9pm, with more work done the 
next morning to finally make the area safe. 
 Patrols continued for a few days following 
as well.
 The work done by all was amazing and 

St John Toodyay Sub Centre
Pam Tennant

THE SUB Centre has been quite busy since 
December, not only with emergency call-
outs, but with the on-going renovations of 
both the new administration office and the 
training area and quiet rooms.
 However, every week brings us closer 
to completion and I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank the many volunteer 
ambulance officers who have turned their 
hands to painting, moving furniture, re-
stocking cupboards and the myriad of other 
jobs that have been done.
 In December our crews responded to 35 
calls and travelled just over 2000Kms.
 At the date of writing this article (January 
27) this month there have been 53 calls and 
travel of nearly 3500Kms.
 Our annual Christmas party for volunteers 

Morangup Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade
Sharon Gamble

MORANGUP volunteers do it again.
 Congratulations to Jeff Venn Captain of the 
Morangup Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade and 
Unit Manager of the Toodyay SES who was 
selected as the Toodyay Community Citizen 
of the year (thanks to Sue Maddrell for the 
nomination).
 Jeff has been a long serving member of the 
Morangup Bush Fire Brigade and as captain 
has seen the volunteers through good times 
and tough times.
 As founding Unit Manager of the 
Toodyay SES, Jeff has been instrumental in 
maintaining the unit over the past eight years.
 Members from both Units were there to see 
the win.
 Those who know Jeff have seen him 
mature over the years into a confident and 
knowledgeable fire brigade officer who is 
respected not only by his own brigade and 
unit but by the wider community and his 
DFES colleagues. A well-deserved win.
 Jeff has been active in both services with 
his time and support for volunteers and the 
positive promotion of the Brigade and SES 
while maintaining full time employment and 
meets the internal and external challenges in 
his usual calm and considered manner.
 As Captain and Local Manager Jeff 
supports and mentors new volunteers as they 
develop the required skills to undertake their 
volunteering role.
 He also keeps the more mature members 
on their toes.
 When DFES proposed to update the 
Morangup Bush Fire Station to house both 
the Morangup Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade 

and the Toodyay SES, Jeff supported the 
members through the change which was 
difficult for some; however, I think most 
people are happy with the new facility.
 Other nominees included Craig Stewart 
our Shire Chief Bush Fire Control Officer 
and Rob Koch Community Emergencies 
Manager, making the decision difficult.
 Congratulations also to the other nominees 
for your ongoing commitment to the 
community.
 The Morangup Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade is made up of energetic, friendly 
volunteers who provide an essential service 
to the community.
 There is always the need for more people 
to assist with keeping our community safe 
and being a member does not mean you have 
to go on a fireground.
 There are number of other roles you could 
assist with which only take a few hours a 
month.
 All training and equipment is provided by 
DFES and/or the Brigade, with mentoring 
and support from other members.
 The Fire Brigade and SES gather at the 
co-located centre on Saturdays from 8.30am 
for equipment maintenance.
 Please visit and meet some of the members; 
we are a happy bunch.
 Someone is usually there to have a chat 
with anyone interested in what we do or  who 
would like to join us.
 We meet on the third Saturday of the 
month for a general meeting, followed by a 
sundowner (byo BBQ and salad).
 All community members are welcome to 
attend.
 Next meeting is February 19 at 5.30pm at 
the co-located centre (fire station).
 We would love to see you.

Jeff’s a well-deserving winner in 
local Australia Day awards

while volunteer and career firefighters are 
mentioned along with the helicopters and 
planes not much is said of the machinery 
operators such as bulldozer and loader drivers.
 These people, backed up by firies, put their 
lives on the line too.
 They cut breaks right on the edge of the fire 
to stop the spread and give us access to come 
in and put out the remainder.
 And when we can’t reach flames at the top 
of a tree they are there to knock it over and 
push the burning material away from the 
break.
 We couldn’t do it without them. Thanks 
guys.
 While we were at the Bindoon fire another 
one broke out at Wooroloo which thankfully 
was brought under control and we didn’t have 
to head over there to help out.
 Since the new year, we’ve had a few 
small callouts but nothing major, despite the 
heatwave conditions of mid-January.
 Potentially the worst was a blaze on a 
Julimar property which had been contained 
by the owners.
 While only a small area was burnt, it was in 
very inhospitable terrain (goat country) and 
involved lots of climbing, slipping, sliding 
and tripping.
 I believe no one was hurt and, with the 
help of a couple of helicopters, we were able 
to head home that evening, though patrols 
continued for a couple of days.
 Here in Toodyay we have some of the best 
trained and most experienced firefighters in 
the state and a population which is conscious 
of the potential for fire to severely impact the 
community. 
 With these attitudes we can be one of the 
safest places to live in a climate change 
reality.
 Complacency is something we don’t 
encourage though so we continue training 
throughout the season, reminding members 
of various things such as radio usage, water 
saving, fire ground safety, the importance of 
good mopping up procedures and much more.
 Our next meeting is on Saturday February 
12 at 6pm.
 Training will be on Sunday February 20 at 
10am.

Renovations add to busy summer

Seven new volunteers provide 
wonderful start to fire season

was held in December and was well attended.
  Thank you once again Wendy for organising 
a great evening for us all.
 Don’t forget that the Sub Centre also has 
a Community Transport Service, which will 
pick you up from home and take patients to 
medical appointments in Toodyay, Northam, 
Midland and to Perth.
 The service offers one way and wait and 
return trips, but it is quite heavily booked, 
so as soon as you know the date and time of 
your appointment, contact us to book the car.
 We are so fortunate in Toodyay to have our 
highly trained volunteer ambulance officers 
for emergencies and Community Transport 
Service drivers who will take great care of 
you.
 If you have the time and would like to 
become a volunteer in either role, please 
contact Debbie on 9574 2390 for any advice 
you may need.

Jeff Venn with his Australia Day Toodyay Community Citizen of the Year Certificate.
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Bejoording Community Group
From the desk of The Badger 

AS OUR regular readers can imagine it’s 
been a relatively quiet period since our 
Christmas dinner with the shed closed for 
January and many members on holiday or 
otherwise pre-occupied with visitors and 
family.
 Nevertheless a few good fun social events 
have taken place with gatherings at people’s 
homes.
 By the time you read this there will have 
been a sizeable gathering for Australia Day 
at the home of Kim and Darb Leonhardt.
 Thanks to them for hosting this event and 
to all the other community members who 
opened their sheds and man caves during 
January.
 Apart from a few too many extreme heat 
days in January it’s been an enjoyable month, 
free of drama, with everyone in good spirits 
and good health.
 As a regular walker along various tracks 
and trails the only negative in January has 
been a number of instances of vandalism to 
fences, especially along the railway line.
 What kind of satisfaction do the perpetrators 
get?
 We have now established a Christmas 
dinner, once again at the Northam Tavern on 
December 22, as the new norm for Christmas 
celebration and a great time was had by all.
 A terrific turnout, excellent food and the 
usual excellent service we’ve come to expect 

Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade 
Bejoording
From the desk of The Badger

IT’S BEEN a frustrating start to the year 
with the brigade having to stand aside some 
of its most valued members as a result of 
vaccination restrictions.
 Whatever your view on vaccination it’s 
hard to stand aside people who in all other 
respects are committed to volunteering. 
 It’s not just our small brigade, it’s so many 

Department of Fire and Emergency 
Services  

WATERBOMBING aircraft deployed to 
rural areas helped protect Western Australia’s 
record-breaking grain harvest with 126 aerial 
drops during one of the most fire-prone 
periods for agricultural communities.
 Four waterbombers and two air attack 
supervision aircraft were strategically based 
at Esperance airfield from late November to 
early January, and Northam and Narrogin 
during their respective peak periods, allowing 
strike teams to be deployed to high-priority 
fires at short notice.
 Over the six-week period, the strike teams 
responded to 19 crop fires from as far north 
as Allanooka in the Mid West down to Pink 
Lake in the Great Southern.
 The specialist aircraft completed 126 drops 
on firegrounds, dropping more than 390,000 
litres of water and retardant to suppress 
flames and prevent fires from spreading.
 F i r e  a n d  E m e r g e n c y  S e r v i c e s 
Commissioner Darren Klemm AFSM said 
the aircraft boosted response times across 
a grain-growing region spanning more than 

Waterbombers fly 126 missions to 
protect record grain harvest

Rail fence vandals spoil otherwise 
drama-free holiday break

Rosters juggled over vaccination rules

191,000 square kilometres.
 “Each year harvest brings a fire risk, with 
higher fuel loads increasing the risk of fires 
escalating to a point where they threaten lives 
and property,” Commissioner Klemm said.
 “With higher crop yields this harvest after 
a wet winter, we strengthened our response 
during this high-risk period by strategically 
basing aircraft in grain-growing regions.
 “The strike teams in the air and volunteers 
on the ground did an outstanding job, bringing 
fires under control quickly, minimising 
damage to property and ensuring the safety 
of the community, a credit to the efficiency 
and dedication of the crews.”
 Initially planned to finish by December 
15, the program was extended to January 5, 
to coincide with a later-than-usual finish to 
harvest, which delivered a record-breaking 
21 million tonnes worth more than $9 billion 
to the State’s economy.
 The program is funded by the Department 
of Fire and Emergency Services using the 
Emergency Services Levy with support from 
the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation 
and Attractions and Department of Primary 
Industries and Regional Development.

other volunteer organisations going through 
the same problem.
 Let’s hope 2022 brings us a solution that 
satisfies everyone.
 We still value the past commitment of those 
who have had to stand down to follow their 
beliefs.
 At least our somewhat diminished brigade 
can say with a degree of pride that we have 
had an available crew to attend all call-outs 
in January and every effort is being made to 
find additional members.
 A big thankyou to those members who 
turned out, especially on Christmas Day.
 Throughout January we have kept a 
steady routine of meetings, training and 
housekeeping which is important for keeping 
members engaged.
 Our next regular meeting will be at the 
Shed on Friday February 18 at 6pm.
 Members will be advised of training 
sessions but we anticipate that the first 
Sunday of every month will continue to be 
the day throughout the New Year with our 
next session after you read this on Sunday 
February 6 at 2pm. 
 Finally a big thankyou to Lawrence 
Hayward, one of the most experienced fire 
fighters, trainers and captains in the region, 
for continuing as acting captain while Brian 
Rigby recovers from his foot surgery.
 The Bejoording Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade asks you to be vigilant and careful 
using any tools or vehicles with the potential 
to cause a fire.
 Remember to always plan and prepare for 
fire and to have a clear contingency strategy 
in place should things get out of control.
 Fires are a catastrophic risk to people, 
animals and property, so take care.
 Advice is free but getting it wrong can be 
expensive.
 If you would like to express your interest in 
joining us please contact Captain Lawrence 
Hayward on 0447 253 320, or the Badger 
on 0414 250 484 for a ‘no commitment’ 
discussion.
 Be sure to leave a message if we’re not 
there.

at the Northam Tavern.
 When we meet for the first time on 
Wednesday February 2, we will have our 
usual robust planning discussion for the 
events to come in the year.
 Some past events that have been held 
regularly are likely to fade away as our 
demographic is changing.
 There are currently very few children 
around; they’ve all grown up.
 It seems more of us are ageing, a few 
members have moved away and some new 
ones arrived.
 It all helps sustain a healthy community 
when there are some program changes made. 
Watch this space.
 It was a good end to the year so here’s 
looking forward to an equally successful and 
COVID-19 safe 2022.
 Your monthly reminder – we meet every 
Wednesday evening (except in January) at 
the Bejoording Community Centre which 
shares premises with the local Volunteer 
Bush Fire Brigade in Bejoording Road.
 Come along from 6pm and leave when it 
suits you.
 It’s strictly ‘come as you are’ casual, kids 
are welcome and there are fun events every 
month.
 If you aren’t yet a member we’d love to 
get to know you.
 If you want to know more you can contact 
President Barry Grey on 0428 742 149, or 
call The Badger on 0414 250 484.
 Hope to see you soon.

Firefighters have been busy this summer.

Aerial drops are being used across the state to protect this year’s record WA harvest.
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& servicing windmills, solar pumps, tank roofs and all water services, 

locally and throughout WA. Complete with training, 4WD Isuzu crane 

truck, Website, loads of stock, good cash ow and books available. 

Allwest Windmills & Pumps. Operated for over 20 years, supplying 

Great business working for yourself. Owner retiring. 

Water Service Business For Sale

ALLWEST
Windmills and Pumps

POA 0418 916 618

Continued from Page 3.
COCKBURN Hire’s ownership changed in 
1996, it became top-heavy with managers 
and “lost its mojo”, Hamish recalls.
 He decided it was not for him anymore and 
he quit.
 Hamish had been voluntarily involved with 
a former colleague’s firm which provided 
gophers, wheelchairs, shop-riders and other 
similar devices.
 He became a partner in the business and 
together they began to build it up.
 But after several years’ growth, the 
partnership grew strained and Hamish left.

 Then he took another job that turned out to 
be a disaster – it lasted only three days.
 “I’ve had plenty of practice at getting and 
quitting jobs, and getting to finally know 
what I value,” Hamish says.
 His school experience of ‘the haves and 
the have nots’ and his father’s life as a hard-
working wood contractor and later farm 
worker led him to identify with ‘strugglers’.
 Hamish joined the management of 
Australia’s Foodbank hunger relief charity 
and spent the next 20 years expanding it to 
five regional branches and a mobile service.
 Seeing a need for greater flexibility of 

access to Foodbank services, Hamish 
introduced a voucher system to enable people 
in need to shop.
 He convinced government utilities and 
children’s charity the Smith Family and 
other groups to use Foodbank’s new voucher 
system to help customers in difficulty to pay 
for power, gas and water.
 But as Foodbank grew, it  became 
increasingly corporate at the cost of its 
personalised ethos, Hamish says.
 He lost interest in working under top-heavy 
management and was happy to quit his last 
full-time job to retire.
 Dot and Hamish met and married in 2016 
and moved to Toodyay which they say is  “as 
pretty and friendly a town as any”.
 Hamish recently joined the Avon 
Woodturners and now spends time “turning 
trees into toothpicks”, though in fact he has 

produced some beautiful and useful articles.
 In a final claim to notoriety, Hamish 
reckons that he has been involved in 20 car 
accidents – but only three were his fault.
 At age eight he was knocked off his bike 
by a Jaguar.
 Then he was hit by a Volvo as he ran across 
the road and begged the driver not to tell his 
mum.
 “But my first car accident was when I was 
a week old on the way home after leaving 
hospital,” Hamish says.
 “In the car were mum, granny, grand-dad 
and me; it was snowing and grand-dad was 
driving.
 “An approaching learner driver lost control 
of his car, we swerved to miss it and ended 
up in a ditch.
 “Nobody was seriously hurt but I don’t 
remember it – a bit young, I suppose.”

Former tax wizard now ‘turns trees into toothpicks’

Shire CEO Suzie Haslehurst opens proceedings. Award winners (from left): Hannah Morrison, Toodyay Friends of the River (represented by Robyn Taylor), Max Heath and Jeff Venn.

Three new Australians prepare to recite an oath of allegiance and receive certificates from Shire President Rosemary Madacsi.
Shire President Rosemary Madacsi and new Cr 
Charmeine Duri help cook a free community breakfast.

Australia Day is not complete without an impromptu game of kids’  cricket. Patricia de Soto-Phillips flags up for the occasion. A fun day out for the entire family.

Everyone’s a winner at free Australia Day community breakfast
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Bolgart News
Pam McGill

School News
FOUR Year 6 graduates and their supportive 
families met at the Bolgart Hotel for dinner 
and celebrations in December. Caleb, Elise, 
Nic and Toby all looked wonderful and had 
a great night.
 Speeches from Ms Skehan and a pre-
recorded speech from Principal, Mr Thewlis, 
followed dinner and they were presented 
with the graduation bears and the survival 
pack made by Mrs Boag.
 A beautiful night was had by all.
 The staff at Bolgart Primary School would 
like to congratulate these four lovely students 
on their primary school graduation.
 Wishing them all the best for the next 
chapter of their education and can’t wait to 
hear about what you achieve and see where 
you end up.

Crop Visit
Recently, students travelled out to see Mr 
Bevan Clarke and his team, harvesting the 
crop of barley that the P&C has grown as a 
fundraiser for the School.
 It has been a great learning opportunity to 
watch this process. A massive thankyou to 
the P&C members who actively contributed 

to this process.
 The children had a great time getting up 
close and personal with this huge piece of 
farming equipment (header) and were also 
amazed at how quickly and efficiently this 
equipment strips off the grain.

Awards Ceremony 2021
 Bolgart P&C Most Consistent Award – 
Josephine Edmonds, Ethan Uriarau.
 Steve Martin MLC Endeavour Award – 
Eowyn Moore, Zane Wallis. 
 Sandra Carr MLC Academic Excellence 
Award – Elise Edmonds, Alexander 
Edmonds. 
 Mooditj Boodja Student Environment 
Wheatbelt Natural Resource Management 
Award – Oliver Clarke.
 Toodyay District High School Student 
Scholarship Toodyay Agricultural Society 
Award – Tobias Moore.
 Darren West MLC Citizenship Award – 
Elise Edmonds, Madeline Cotter.
 Attendance Awards – Nicholas Moore, 
Elise Edmonds, Josephine Edmonds, 
Brodey Whiteaker, Summer Otremba, 
Eowyn Moore, Madeline Cotter, Rhys 
Whiteaker, Rocket O’Sullivan.
 Bolgart Country Women’s Association 
Art Award – Amy-Grace Crawford.
 Woodside SciTech Science – Caleb 
Wallis, Elise Edmonds.
 Albert Clarke Memorial Trophy – Oliver 
Clarke.

Bush Markets
 Many thanks to everyone who supported 
the Bush Christmas Market.
 Bolgart Values Community raised 
approximately $2000 for the local 
Community, including our newest venture 
– the Pamper Hamper Award.
 Four Pamper Hampers have already 
been awarded and one special Bumper 
Christmas Pamper Hamper – all to local 
Bolgart Community Members.
 All recipients were delighted and humble 
to receive theirs. Many thanks to everyone 
– businesses and individuals – who 
generously made donations towards the 
hampers.
 The Bush Christmas Raffle First Prize 
of the Optus Stadium Halo Tour was won 
by Alex Grant. Second prize was won by 
Pat Watson, with Lyn Somers and Gwenda 
McGill among the prize winners.
 Many thanks also to Shane Love 
who kindly opened the market and also 
generously contributed by purchasing a 
good selection of local products.

 Left to right Georgie Troup, Tina Meston holding Samuel, (Georgie’s son) and Brenda Clarke.

Enjoying the CWA luncheon left to right Gwenda McGill, Jenni Knowles, Sue Ludemann, Pam Meston, Amy Knowles with daughter Charli.

Organisers of the Bolgart Pamper Hampers. Left to Right Gwenda McGill Stephanie Penn.

Students receive graduation bears and survival packs

CWA News
 Bolgart CWA held their Christmas 
Luncheon in the Bolgart Hall on December 
15. The luncheon was supplied by an 
anonymous donor and included cold meats 
and salads with sweets to follow. It was 
enjoyed by everyone attending.
 There was also a Secret Santa, with lots of 
lovely gifts being received. Thank you to the 
person or persons who supplied the food.
 Bolgart Rural Merchandise, (Lester and Pip 
Snooke), Walkers Diesel Service (Richard 
and Mandy Walker) and Bolgart Hotel (Craig 
and Wendy) held their combined Christmas 
Party at the Sports Club in appreciation for 
everyone’s support throughout the year.
 The food which was cooked by Craig and 
Wendy was delicious as usual; a great night 
and a big thankyou to these three businesses 
for their generosity.
 Bolgart Residents were saddened to hear 
of the sudden loss of Sue Syme.
 Sue contributed to the Bolgart Community 
in a huge way with her involvement in 
the Golf, Bowls, Progress, CWA and 
Sports Club. Sue held office in all these 
organizations.
 Sue also hosted Australia’s Biggest 
Morning Tea for many years, welcoming 
everyone into her beautiful garden and home 
and continued this when she and John moved 
to Perth.
 Sue also worked very hard raising money 
for Avon Hospice.
 Sincere sympathy is extended to John, 
Stephanie, Trevor, Renae, Kiera and Jaymi.
 Sympathy also to the friends and family 
of Ralph Williams who passed away. Ralph 
was a long-time resident of Bolgart.

Bowls
 Ladies’ Gala Day was held in very hot 
conditions in early December. We managed 
to get two games in but it was too hot to 
continue after a lovely lunch.
 Presentations were made and following 
afternoon tea everyone made their way 
home. A big thankyou to all the ladies for 
braving the very hot weather.
 Winners on the day from Bindoon were G 
Bam, W Kelly, D Whitely and H Boyanich.
 Runners-up; Dowerin, R Cooper, S Adams, 
T O’Neill, N Kasanzski (Bolgart).
 Third from Northam, L Eaton, F Withnell, 
W. Richards, J Becker.
 Thank you to all the Trophy Donors.
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Toodyay District High School P&C 
Association
Kelly-Anne Murray

FARMING for Toodyay District High School 
has raised $7700 for school improvements.
 Can you guess how many tonnes the 
Toodyay District High School sharefarmed 
30 hectare wheat crop yielded?
 With the crop harvested and the grain sold 
and delivered, I am pleased to report that the 
sharefarmed crop yielded a total of 90 tonnes 
of wheat, averaging 30 tonnes to the hectare.
 With the wheat sold for $300/tonne the 
total value of the share-crop was $27,000.
 After costs (which were reduced by in-kind 
contributions of chemicals and fertiliser) the 
crop raised $7,700 for Toodyay District High 
School.
 A special thanks to Blink Bonny farmers 
Tyrone and George Murray for their generous 
support of Toodyay District High School.
 If not for their willingness to offer up land 
for the crop, to seed, nurture and harvest the 
crop through one of the wettest seasons in 
decades, this venture would not have been 
possible.
 Thanks also to our sponsors – Toodyay 
& Districts Community Bank, Toodyay Op 
Shop, Elders Northam, CSBP and Candeloro 
Farms for both monetary and in-kind 
contributions.
 Following the success of the first 
sharefarmed crop for the school, the P&C 
hopes to repeat the venture in 2022 with 
another local grain grower.
 If you or someone you know is interested in 
partnering with the P&C to benefit students 
at Toodyay DHS please get in touch.
 Moving on to other P&C and school news 
I’m very pleased to report that the long-
awaited resurfacing of the primary school 
basketball court was completed over the 
school holidays.
 We’re so excited that students have a new 
playing surface and will hopefully have 
fewer grazed knees at play time.
 The P&C’s key focus for this year will be 
on planning for improvements to play spaces 
and school grounds.
 In particular, Nature Playgrounds, 

who specialise in nature play design and 
construction, has been appointed to prepare 
a concept plan for a re-imagined nature 
playground in the primary play area towards 
the front of the school.
 Students and staff have provided ideas and 
suggestions for nature-based play, and we 
look forward to working with the school, 
our community and Nature Playgrounds to 
design and develop a quality play space for 
current and future Toodyay DHS students.
 We are also keen to see new seating, 
shade and garden elements surrounding the 
recently resurfaced basketball court.
 A small section of retaining wall plus shade 
sails and outdoor furniture will help to create 
seating and a space for outdoor learning.
 If these planned improvements or something 
else has captured your interest, please 
consider joining the P&C or supporting P&C 

Blink Bonny bounty raises $7700 for school
activities in any way you choose.
 Toodyay District High School P&C will 
hold its 2021 annual general meeting on 
Tuesday 1 March 2022.
 We have a great team of people, working 
together to improve facilities, opportunities 
and resources for students and welcome 
the involvement of parents and community 
members.
 Con tac t  Ke l ly -Anne  Mur ray  on  
0406 585 716 or email pandctoodyaydhs@ 
gmail.com, message via the Toodyay DHS 
P&C Facebook page, or write to Toodyay 
District High School P&C at PO Box 1624, 
Toodyay WA 6566.
 Committee members: president Kelly-
Anne Murray 0406 585 716; vice-president 
Heather McGlasson 0418 930 721; secretary 
Heather Clarke 0412 866 463; or treasurer 
Dimity Boggs 0438 097 022.

Digital technology teacher Vaughn Lipman shoots a hoop on the resurfaced basketball court.

EVERY year, the unsung heroes of our 
community are nominated by their co-workers, 
friends, family and fellow community members 
for the hard work and dedication they show to 
make Northam a better place to live, work and 
raise a family. 
 The winners of these awards were selected 
by Council, and announced at the ceremony 
held at Bilya Koort Boodja on Australia Day.
• Community Citizen of the Year – Guy Mead 
 Following a long military career, Guy 
established the Stryka Fight Team to engage 
local young people to make the most of 
their talents, and to show compassion for 
others while being active members of the 
community. Guy was nominated because of 
the immeasurable difference he makes to the 
lives of local youth.
• Community Citizen of the year (Senior) –
Denis Beresford
 Denis was nominated because despite his 
lifetime of serving his community and many 
anonymous donations to groups around 
Northam, he is a “quiet achiever” who “shies 
away from public recognition”. Denis has been 
a Justice of the Peace for over 30 years and 
served for 30 years on both Town of Northam 
and Shire of Northam Councils.
• Community Citizen of the year (Youth) – 
Caitlin Gray
 Caitlin is actively involved in her local 
fire brigade, many fundraising efforts, her 
local primary school and choir. She has 
been involved in the bush ranger cadets and 
is passionate about conserving the local 
environment. 
• Active Citizenship (Group or Event) – 
Northam Youth in Emergency Services Cadet 
Unit
 The Northam Youth in Emergency Services 
Cadets Unit program aims to educate young 
people on the importance of our amazing 
volunteers and teach them some life skills that 
will support them as they develop into the next 
generation of community leaders. The unit was 
established in October 2020 and has grown in 
popularity since due to their community service 
efforts.
 The Shire of Northam would like to extend 
our sincere congratulations.
 Without these people, Northam would not be 
the wonderful place we know and love. 

Northam Superheroes 
recognised in community 

citizen awards

mailto:pandctoodyaydhs@gmail.com
mailto:pandctoodyaydhs@gmail.com
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Toodyay Locals Care
Jenny Isbill

TOODYAY Locals Care (TLC) was started 
by Roz Davidson (above) in 2018.
 She saw a need for local people to care for 
their local community through the provision 
of support to those in need.
 Over time, this support has taken 
many forms from supplying groceries 
and household goods, to cooking meals, 
collecting prescriptions, washing clothes, 
taking people to appointments and a 
multitude of other ways of assisting those 
who need a hand.
 Roz and her small group of regular 
volunteers step up when somebody reaches 
out to them.
 This compassionate group of people run 
on a shoestring budget catering for events, 
selling home-cooked produce at the markets, 
doing mending and alterations, house and pet 
sitting to raise some of the funds necessary 

Toodyay YouthCARE Chaplaincy
John White 

I FIND it a tad inappropriate to open this 
newsletter with a warm welcome to 2022 
because I think you’ll agree that slightly less 
warmth would be preferable.
 Anyway, it’s a new year for us all, 
opportunity for new experiences, perhaps 
old experiences in new ways, opportunities 
to learn, grow and do our bit to make this 
community even better than it is.
 Like any other, this year will be what we 
make it.
 School staff are committed to doing 
everything in their personal and professional 
power to ensure the best for our kids.
 Our task as the YouthCARE Committee is 
to continue supporting our Chaplain Doug 
as he, in turn, provides excellent care and 
support for students and staff.
 We are assured of funding for Doug to be 
in the school four days a week again this 
year and are grateful for generous ongoing 
support from the State Government, Bendigo 
Bank, Toodyay Op Shop, Shire of Toodyay, 
local churches, many local businesses and, 
of course, you, the ‘Friends of Chaplaincy’. 
  In order to continue providing Breakfast 

Please leave your non-perishables 
in the IGA pink bin

Two more volunteers needed for 
the Monday Breakfast Club

Club three days a week we need two more 
volunteers for the Monday Breakfast Club. 
Please contact Max Heath on 0400 206 929 
to offer your greatly appreciated services.
 As always, we encourage the whole 
community – kids, parents and community 
members – to realise this school belongs to 
the whole community and everyone’s part is 
valuable and significant.
 We start the school year with a ‘Big 
Breakfast’ for students and parents who are 
able to attend.
 In November last year, we farewelled our 
previous Area Chaplain, Raelene Forsyth, 
who supported our school Chaplain. She 
gave us excellent service but has now moved 
on to further professional studies.
 New Area Chaplain Andrew Hadfield, 
takes on that role as of this school year.
 In the deepest sense, a community is like 
a ‘body’ made up of many parts.
 You are one of those parts and are important 
and essential for this ‘body of Toodyay’ to 
function optimally.
 We encourage you to reflect on your gifts 
and talents and find ways to offer them – to 
the school, to the town, to one another – that 
this community of Toodyay may be as good 
as they come.

to ensure their work can continue.
 Their organisation is run from a house 
provided by members of the community, 
food is donated by the local supermarket and 
many items and services are kindly given by 
community members.
 Well done, Toodyay.
 There is a pink bin located in the local 
supermarket where non-perishable groceries 
can be left for TLC.
 If you ever need some support for yourself, 
or know of somebody else in need, do not 
hesitate to contact Roz.
 If you would like to support this amazing 
group through the donation of food or 
household items or by volunteering your 
time and skills, please contact Roz.
 Future projects include a community 
garden so if you have some skills to share 
in this space please get in touch.
 Contact Roz Davidson 0427 744 352 
or check out Toodyay Locals Care on 
Facebook.

Roz Davidson receiving an Australia Day award in 2020.

Toodyay YouthCARE with students on a recent trek along a section of the Bibbulmun Track.
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Toodyay Agricultural Society
Alison Wroth 

THIS new year brings fresh beginnings 
with it to the Ag Society.
 We return re-energised to put new 
ideas on the table for our 168th Toodyay 
Agricultural Show on Saturday October 8 
2022.
 Amid the constant COVID-19 planning, 
plus wise and experienced members, we 
hope to see a few new faces making up the 
perfect committee to organise our annual 
Show.
 After the success of last year’s show we 
are motivated to put on another blockbuster 
event and we want any committed people 
to join us.
 With luck, the rush will be on for valued 

Home of Culture and Arts Toodyay 
John Zawada

A DREAM which did not materialise.
 So, with a sad heart I wish to end this 
dream of a Home of Culture and Arts 
Toodyay, and to acknowledge all the hard 
work and professional dedication of the 
HCAT Steering committee for their effort 
and support.
 Many thanks to all of you who pledged 
donations and contributions.
 The generosity and energy are what makes 
Toodyay a wonderful town to live in – ‘A 
Place of Plenty’.
 Private donations, pledges and State 
Government funding were insufficient to 
meet a realistic bid for St. Aloysius and so 
this dream was not to be.
 Home of Culture and Arts Toodyay Inc. 
was initially proposed by John Zawada 
after consultation with several Toodyay 
community members to promote Arts and 
Culture in a more vibrant and pro-active 
manner.
 Its aim was:

• To co-ordinate  exhibi t ions  and 
performances with towns of the central 
wheatbelt area, and to make Toodyay its 
hub; and

• To promote artists of all persuasions in 

Safe and Scenic Toodyay Roads
Andrew St John

OUR Safe and Scenic Toodyay Roads 
campaign last year stimulated a lot of public 
debate about how much clearing would be 
required for Main Roads WA’s proposed 
Toodyay Road upgrade.
 When we started this year with a stall 
outside the local IGA store, there was one 
topic about which there was absolutely 
no dispute – the poor quality of road 
improvements delivered so far.
 On the top of the gripe list is the poor 
condition of Toodyay Road as it enters the 
town.
 There were many comments regarding 
how appalling the surface is now compared 
to what it replaced.
 It is all the more galling that we have 
seemingly gone backwards when there was 
little wrong with the road in the first place.
 Similarly, the surface of the supposed 
improved junction with Racecourse Road 
and Toodyay Road leaves a lot to be desired.
 A right-turn lane off Toodyay into the 
Northam Road was supposed to be marked 
as part of the improvements. However, 
almost a year later, there are still no such 
road markings (see photo).
 Last year’s new Jingaling Brook section 
looked like it was melting during the 
Christmas break, causing speed restrictions 
to be put in place early in the New Year as 
contractors attempted to fix it.
 How many more remedial treatments will 
be required?
 Some may remember when a new dual 
carriageway section of Toodyay Road was 
opened between Reen Road and O’Brien 
Road several years ago – the surface soon 
deteriorated and speed restrictions continued 
for months.

End of a dream home for artists 
leaves a task for the future

Long list of gripes mars Toodyay Road upgrade

pursuit of their talents and to promote 
their events publicly throughout the 
greater Perth metropolitan area and 
country towns.

 The idea was to purchase a suitable building 
and to have a professional management body 
to financially manage and coordinate events.
 This ambitious idea was to raise funds 
through donations, pledges and sponsorship 
by private and corporations to purchase St 
Aloysius building at the Catholic precinct in 
Toodyay from the Catholic Archdiocese of 
Perth.
 This gargantuan task was the job of the 
steering committee to oversee the formation 
of Home of Culture and Arts Toodyay Inc. 
and to have all the necessary regulatory, 
financial and promotional attributes so this 
dream could proceed with haste.
 Initially the time frame was to be just four 
months which extended to something like 12 
months.
 Even so, our dream to be able to purchase 
St. Aloysius building fell short of funds at 
sale time.
 A Home for Culture and Arts in Toodyay 
may have to be a task for the future.
 Please contact Mr. Sean Byron 0419 199 
367 for any further information.

New members needed to 
help this year’s Show

seats at this year’s committee table.
 If you think you have a certain skill set 
and you have the time to put in a bit of 
effort for our community, put your hand up 
to become part of one of the best-working, 
goal-orientated committees in Toodyay.
 To do this and help organise the Show 
this year become a member of the Toodyay 
Ag Society and rock on down to the AGM 
at the Youth Hall, Toodyay Showgrounds 
by 7.30pm on Monday February 14.
 The election of the lucky committee 
members  wi l l  t ake  p lace  a t  the 
Annual General Meeting or you could 
nominate early to our Admin Officer on 
toodyayagsociety@gmail.com and save 
the stress.
 The meeting will then be followed by 
drinks and a light supper. 

 All of this serves only to make the 
community increasingly sceptical about 
the ability of Main Roads WA to deliver 
cost-effective road improvements to our 
community.
 In their defence, it is clear that there are 
shortages of materials and labour due to the 

overstimulation of the economy – just ask 
anyone trying to build or renovate a house 
in Toodyay.
 By contrast, the Shire of Toodyay’s 
recently improved section of Julimar Road 
near the junction with West Toodyay Road is 
pristine compared with some of Main Roads 
WA’s recent efforts.
 Last year’s unusually heavy winter rains 
were cited as an excuse for the inability 
to deliver satisfactory improvements to 
Toodyay Road but how did Main Roads WA 
cope during previous years of heavy rain?
 Whatever the reasons, the delivered end 
product is in many cases either not fit for 
purpose or poor and the use of remedial work 
so soon after completion represents a waste 
of taxpayers’ money.
 Poor road surfaces may also contribute to 
decreased road safety, the very reason cited 
to justify extensive land clearing and grand 
engineering at Jingaling Brook and planned 
for other areas along Toodyay Road.
 The backlog of road-building projects 
under the State Government’s economic 
stimulus plans due to a shortage of materials 

and labour is likely to persist for some time.
 This makes it a perfect time to halt planned 
improvements to Toodyay Road until the 
demand elsewhere for materials and labour 
subsides.
 The entire Toodyay Road upgrade project 
could be re-evaluated to determine the real 
need.
 Improvements could then be planned in 
consultation with the local community, 
including many residents who want to 
preserve the road’s scenic and environmental 
nature as well as improve its safety.
 Alternatively lower cost improvements 
could include more use of hard shoulders as 
have been used in the City of Swan section 
of Toodyay Road near Gidgegannup.
 Toodyay residents and visitors can support 
this campaign by signing our petition to the 
WA Parliament which calls for a review of 
the planned improvements to Toodyay Road.
 The petition is now available at Makit 
Hardware in Stirling Terrace.
 Please include your full residential address 
rather than a PO box number.

No action yet on last year’s plans to make the Northam turn-off safer for vehicles turning right.

Locals residents are dismayed at the extent of bare landscapes that greet visitors to Toodyay after recent roadworks.
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Volunteers Of Toodyay Museum
Barry Keens

ALTHOUGH we have had a quiet time this 
past month due to the heat and the need for 
a bit of time off we have still had good sales.
 We are in a position to make a donation of 
$500 to the Toodyay RSL towards The Alma 
Beard Memorial they are building – a very 
worthy project. We look forward to seeing 
the finished memorial.
 We would like to give a big thankyou to the 
Shire work crew who moved and restacked 
our stock of shingles. They look so neat and 
tidy now.
 We have ordered two new benches to be 
installed at the rear of the Old Gaol Museum 
and these are somewhere in transit from 
Mildura.
 We decided to buy this particular type as 

Toodyay Historical Society
Robyn Taylor

ONE OF the Society’s ongoing objectives 
is working towards improving our website 
to be a valuable research tool for anyone 
located anywhere in the world. 
 In the recent past this would have sounded 
like a big boast but anything is possible 
these days and we are working towards that 
universal goal of sharing knowledge.
 The ever-increasing number of inquiries 
last year gave that extra boost to get on with 
the job.
 It is surprising how many people from 
distant parts have links to Toodyay and 
when they make contact with us the result, 
if we are lucky, can sometimes be likened 
to a connecting piece of a jigsaw puzzle.
 One recent inquirer attracted by our 
website lives in California. 
 The Rae/Noble family farmed in the 1850s 
–1880s at Nunile so the inquirer wanted to 
know about life there and then and how 
did they keep the wolves from the door. An 
infant son of this family is buried in Nardie 
Cemetery.
 Given the range of research skills within 
our membership we want to produce a 
product that will be useful for casual users 
as well as the serious researcher. 
 The former can dip into the website and 
find material freely available to them.
 Others can pay a small annual fee to 
become a Companion Subscriber to access 
a good range of name lists or pay a bit 
more to become an Investigator Subscriber 
to gain access to a wider range of research 
resources.
 If you really need our expert help you 
can sign up as a Query Subscriber which 
not only gives you access to everything 
on the website but also the help of a THS 
Researcher.
 Subscribers can download Name List 
files and Detailed List files relating to local 
government, convicts, Commonwealth 
electoral rolls, post office directories and 
World War 1 service people.
 There will be more to come.
 Our website is a work in progress with 
more and more information being added 

including Peter Robinson’s Toodyay 
Families database, World War 2 service 
people and Toodyay Agricultural Society 
people.

Sales, shingles sales, shingles all the way

Improved website aims to be invaluable research tool

they are made from recycled plastic and 
have at least a 40-year life and then can be 
recycled.
 They do not require any maintenance and 
are coloured to suit the area.
 More details to follow when we install 
them.
 The Old Gaol Museum is open daily 

from 10am–3pm but is subject to Covid-19 
restrictions that currently apply to Shire of 
Toodyay properties.
 Please read and comply with any notices 
placed at the Museum which are for your and 
our protection.
 We look forward to seeing you, remember 
Toodyay Shire residents have free admission.

 Apart from the 62 issues of our newsletter 
Duidgeeana  being available to our 
Subscribers, we have also started to load 
the 20 issues of the Toodyay Tidy Towns 

Committee’s newsletter Toodyay Tidy Talk 
which contain so many stories about more 
recent Toodyay history.  
 Also, there are Beth’s On this Day Posts 
of anecdotes of social history that let us 
know what happened on that particular day 
in Toodyay in bygone years. 
 For example, on January 26, Australia 
Day, the names of the winners of the Senior 
and Junior Toodyay Citizens of the Year 
Awards can be found dating from 1990 to 
the present.
 We also have a Bookshop Page showing 
our holdings where you can purchase online 
or contact us direct. 
 We have developed an exciting calendar 
of events for 2022 with the first one being 
lunch at either a Jennacubbine or a Bolgart 
watering hole at noon on Sunday February 
27. Members will be advised of details.
 Contacts: secretary.2j.ths@gmail.com, 
Robyn Taylor, rdtaylor@iinet.net.au, phone 
9574 2578 or, Beth Frayne phone 9574 
5971,toobide4@iinet.net.au.
 The postal address is PO Box 32 Toodyay 
WA 6566. 
 Website: toodyayhistoricalsociety.org.au. 
Membership is $15 per annum.

Newcastle Gaol shingles stacked for future use.

Historical Society’s new website.



 THE TOODYAY HERALD February 2022 Page 15

TOODYAY REAL ESTATE!
John, Jenny and Nuala continue their

24 years of local service under a bright new banner.

Toodyay Real Estate - simple and perfect for buyers and 
sellers. It is where we are and what we do.

We look forward to welcoming you!
Same ofce, fresh new look.

John Butler is proud to announce
LJ Hooker Toodyay is revitalised as

Drop in and say Hi,

112A Stirling Terrace Toodyay

Phone: 08 9574 2455

www.toodyayrealestate.com.au
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Selling in Toodyay?
List now and sell your home 

with GMAC Realty

Make FOR SALE 
into 

Call Greg Giddings for your free appraisal today on 0407 124 175

E: greggiddings@gmacrealty.net.au   Telephone Perth Office (08) 6110 4530

T/C RA 40705

Greg is backed by the 
GMAC Realty team with 
15 consultants in Perth 

and a Principal with over 
35 years experience 

SOLD

I live and 
work 

exclusively 
in the 

Toodyay 
area!

I live and 
work 

exclusively 
in the 

Toodyay 
area!

Toodyay Men’s Shed
Graham Hill

WELL, not exactly The Boys but the 
gentlemen of the Toodyay Men’s Shed.
 The shed is now officially open as of 
January 10 so all members can attend and 
use the workshop if required.
 An interesting fallout from our Christmas 
close down was that some members still 
liked the opportunity of attending the shed 
just for a chat and coffee.
 The committee will review future Christmas 
close downs with an eye to only closing for 
public holidays.
 Some members tested their mechanical 
knowledge  by assisting in an inspection of a 
1934 vintage Hillman Minx Tourer, perhaps 
because they are of similar age.

Toodyay Music Club
Jenny Edgecombe

OUR DECEMBER club meeting had a 
festive end-of-year flavour, especially with 
tiny gingerbread biscuits and other festive 
goodies at afternoon teatime.
 We started with a cheerful singalong of the 
old Christmas favourites like Rudolph the 
Red-Nosed Reindeer.
 However, it was not all tinsel and sleigh 
bells.
 Pete had been unable to attend the 

Toodyay Music Fest Inc
Jean Melhuish-Hill - Secretary

IT IS with great sadness that the committee 
has had to make the extremely difficult 
decision to cancel the Toodyay Music Fest 
2022.
 Between the lack of grants and sponsorship 
funding, ongoing changes to COVID-19 
regulations and our difficulties with our 
ability to meet the cost of the festival we had 
no choice but to cancel.
 We did not have the funding the festival 
required before contemplation of the cost to 
fence and manage the vaccination certificate 
requirements for music festivals.
 We also wished to minimise any risk of 
transmission of Covid to or around Toodyay.
 The Music Fest was the brainchild of the 
late Alan Axon in 2017 to bring music of all 
types to Toodyay for the enjoyment of our 
residents.
 Over the six years we have held three 
successful events, enjoying the journey with 
many of you.
 The committee has worked tirelessly to 
bring this free event to the community.
 However, with the current situation, both 
the physical and mental impacts on our 
members are too great and with a lump in 
our throats we felt that it was time to say 
goodbye to this wonderful event.
 It has given great joy to us and to the 
residents and visitors to Toodyay.
 We would like to give thanks to our 
sponsors as well as to those businesses and 

The boys are back after 
missing their shed

COVID-19 and lack of funding 
cans Toodyay Music Fest 

Naughty reindeer, Frostie the Yobbo

 The shed is completing several projects 
including the refurbishment of a bench seat 
for our local CWA and enjoyed supporting 
the Shire in its Australia Day event.
 Our membership continues to increase 
as the shed gains a reputation as a centre 
for gentlemen to come for tea, coffee, an 
opportunity to work in the woodwork shop 
and the metal shop, or just relax and have a 
chat.
 Men’s Sheds worldwide are known as a 
place for all men to gather and enjoy time 
together.
 Toodyay Men’s Shed meets Monday, 
Thursday and Saturday from 8.30am to noon 
so if you have time to spare call in and say 
hello.
 The Toodyay Men’s Shed is located at 5 
Harper Road Toodyay.

individuals that have donated prizes for 
our raffles and supplies for our fundraising 
events.
We also thank our local performers and you 
for your support in attending the fundraisers 
and festivals.
 As the author of this article I would like to 
personally thank the committee that I have 
worked with over the past three years.
 Tanya Stuart – our coordinator, Sharon 
Mills – our media specialist, Steph Slater 
– our treasurer and stalls organiser, Vicki 
Blankendaal – who looked after our 
volunteers, site plans and running the bar, 
Jeanette Young – who kept the buskers 
coming and Stacey Dadd – who spent hours 
looking into and applying for all sorts of 
grants and sponsorships and took over stalls 
this last year.
 We all spent time out the front of IGA 
selling you raffle tickets and merchandise, 
and a great deal of time in committee 
meetings and organising the logistics up to 
and on the day.
 We will miss it all.

November meeting so he performed songs 
he had been preparing for the Australian 
theme.
 His swing rendition of Quiet, Please, 
There’s a Lady on Stage really had our feet 
tapping.
 Former member Jan Smith was in town 
catching up with Toodyay friends.
 She contributed her own delightful song, 
Dragonfly.
 Ann chose to sing the moving Pokarekare 
Ana (Hurry, Hurry Home, Love) in the Maori 
tongue. It was beautiful.
 There was no shortage of traditional 
Christmas carols of course.
 Brian’s version of Oh Come all Ye Faithful 
– in Latin – was most impressive.
 Our own Australian Christmas carols were 
not overlooked.
 Eileen gave us the joyful Carol of the 
Birds, one of a collection of five Australian 
Christmas Carols written by John Wheeler.
 That one took your correspondent back to 
school choir days in NSW.
 Meanwhile, Maurice was in mischievous 
mode, so he threw in Frostie the Yobbo.
 Well, we had started the afternoon with 
Rudolph and Jenny could not resist winding 
up with Greg Champion’s quirky tale of 
naughty Robert, the Red-Nosed Reindeer, 
who was Rudolph’s cousin twice removed.
 As always, it was a friendly day of fun and 
music.
 Members are reminded that our February 
meeting will have a theme of Journeys.
 See you at the Toodyay Music Club at 
1pm Saturdays at the CWA Hall in Stirling 
Terrace. 
 Talk to Joe on 0400 862 694 for more 
information.

From Left Gerry Fleming, Godfrey Harmer and Owen Webb examine the vintage Hillman.

A collage of the Music Fest entertainment 2021.


