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Quieter, but with a wicked sense of humour

The Crooked Needle
Jean Melhuish-Hill
WE RECENTLY celebrated significant birthdays
for two of our members.
Heather Wright and Annette Millar were born
within a week of each other and Jan Walters made
two beautiful cakes to celebrate the occasion.
Heather, the older of the two ladies by a few
days, grew up in Carnamah and taught the younger
generation at Doodlakine and Kellerberrin schools
before retiring to Toodyay in 2005.
Retirement for Heather – who came from a
farming family – involved running a smaller
property that was still big enough to crop.
She has a beautiful rose garden and over the
years in Toodyay has been involved in the Garden
Club and, of course, our craft group.
Annette, with a much quieter demeanour but
wicked sense of humour, grew up in Newdegate,
boarded at Swanleigh and then went on to
Governor Stirling School.
Annette lived in Derby and Esperance before
moving to Toodyay in 2004.
She worked with the post offices in Esperance
and Northam before retiring and is an excellent
craftswoman.

You will often see Annette’s stall at the market
and she enjoys gardening.
Both celebrated with family and friends over an
extended period, just the way you should on such
a significant occasion.
With Christmas coming our ladies have been
working on gifts, some of which will be seen as
part of the Secret Santa at our group Christmas
lunch.
Gail Fellowes has made a beautiful poncho
which is a gift for her daughter, Heather has been
creating her Christmas cards and Nicki Bonnar

has made gift tags.
Carol Barlow has embroidered free hanging
angles for putting on your tree and Lee King has
been making crocheted hand towels and padded
bowl holders.
We will be meeting as normal from 9.30am to
noon each Friday at the Toodyay CWA Hall in
Stirling Terrace up to and including December
17, followed by a short break before returning to
craft in the New Year on Friday January 7.
For more information please contact Jan (0407
083 079) or Annette (0428 804 666).

Annette Millar (left) and Heather Wright.

Gail Fellowes modelling her recently completed
poncho.

Great use of colour
in woven pieces
Toodyay Spinners
Gail Williams, Secretary
THE COLOURFUL woven articles (pictured
below) are the work of Judy Gimesh.
Judy is a relative newcomer to our Saturday
morning group and makes great use of colour in
her woven pieces, one of which was entered in
the craft section of this year’s Toodyay Show.
She was introduced to simple weaving in high
school and only recently rediscovered this ancient
art.
Toodyay Spinners invite anyone who would like
to learn a new skill to join us.
Our members are experienced in knitting,
crochet, spinning and weaving and are only too
willing to teach others.
We meet every Wednesday and on the first and
third Saturday of each month in Parkers Cottage
at Toodyay Showgrounds.
Why not come along and join our group?
We meet from 9am until noon and you need
bring only yourself.
For more information please contact Secretary
Gail Williams on 9622 3411.

Items woven by Judy Gimesh (photo by Judy
Gimesh).

Quairading excursion inspires
some fabulous new ideas
Ragbags Quilting Group
Kerry Gregory
A GROUP of six Ragbags ladies had a terrific

excursion to Quairading last month to attend
a Friendship Day hosted by quilt shop Loose
Stitches when it decided that two years without
an Avon Valley Friendship Day was tragic, given
we’d had no Covid-19 outbreaks during that time.
About 50 ladies from all over the district
attended.
It was a bit squeezy but wonderful to catch up
with friends and familiar faces to find out what
they had been stitching and creating since we last
saw each other.
It soon became apparent that most ladies had
been very busy as they produced some fabulous
quilts and other projects.
‘Show and Tell’ was a feast of colour with
amazing techniques and patterns, just what we’d
all been craving for – great inspiration.
I trust those quilt and handcrafted gifts for
Christmas giving are rapidly being completed.
I take this opportunity to wish everyone a happy
and safe festive holiday season, to be kind to your
loved ones, friends and neighbours and enjoy a
Happy Christmas.
The first Wednesday of December was the last
Ragbags gathering for this year.
Our group will be in recess until Wednesday

Selling in Toodyay?
List now and sell your home
with GMAC Realty

I live and
work
exclusively
in the
Toodyay
area!

Quick turn with
timber fixes
BMW clutch
Avon Woodturners
Max J Heath
ANOTHER year is nearly over with this last
article for 2021 and it’ll be great to have a break.
We have been going along nicely at 2J Junction
in West Toodyay.
One of our members spent a few days in hospital
due to standing on a bone while playing with his
dog.
By the time this goes to print he should be home
and fine again. We did miss you, David.
Some Christmas presents are being turned,
among other items.
We had a visit from a gentleman who had
problems putting a new clutch in a BMW car.
The alignment device sent wasn’t suitable and
we were able to help by turning a wooden one to
help him out.
It didn’t take long and he was most grateful.
Pens and salt and pepper mills seem to be the
order of the day.
Our more recent members are going really
well and challenging themselves in what they are
doing, although one member found out that the
lathe going backwards is not conducive to good
turning.
We have the plaques back ready to put on our
memorial bench but it will take a little time to
attach them suitably
Once on, we will invite some members of the
appropriate families along for an unveiling and
morning tea in the new year.
We attended last month’s Toodyay Farmers
Markets and had a good day.
We even had one person approach to congratulate
us because he had been to another market the day
before and did not find any stalls of interest for
men.
Our stall attracted quite some interest and as
usual when we give a turned item to an interested
passer-by the reaction by most is of disbelief that
it has been given away for nothing.
It’s a great feeling and we had one such reaction
on the day.
That is about all for 2021 and what an interesting
year it has been.
So, in closing may we wish you all a very Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year from the Avon
Woodturners and we will be back in The Herald
next year.
Cheers and Christmas Blessings.

Jane’s Christmas Wreath completed with crossstitch motifs was displayed at last October’s
Toodyay Show.
February 2, when we reconvene at St Stephens
Anglican Church Hall in Stirling Terrace from
10am to 2pm.
Please mark the date in your New Year calendar.
New members are most welcome to bring a
quilt project or hand sewing, knitting or crochet
and share a happy cuppa.
Come and join us.

Make FOR SALE
into

SOLD

Greg is backed by the
GMAC Realty team with
15 consultants in Perth
and a Principal with over
35 years experience

Call Greg Giddings for your free appraisal today on 0407 124 175
E: greggiddings@gmacrealty.net.au Telephone Perth Oﬃce (08) 6110 4530

T/C RA 40705

Improved displays are on offer in the Machinery
Shed behind the Old Gaol Museum.

Museum calls for
more volunteers
Volunteers of Toodyay Museums.
Barry Keens
OUR CALL for more volunteers for front-ofhouse duties at Newcastle Gaol Museum in
Clinton Street has been answered and we now
have staff for most days.
However, we still need more volunteers to fill
in while others are away on holidays or absent
due to illness.
One less visible area of the historic old gaol is
a machinery shed behind the main building.
We have improved the location of some of the
exhibits (see above picture) and it is well worth
a visit.
Shingle sales have been going well and we were
able, as part of our community help program,
to make a donation to the Toodyay Locals Care
group towards their annual Christmas lunch for
local residents.
We plan to install bench seats in shaded areas
behind the old gaol and are currently obtaining
quotes.
Our volunteers will again attend this month’s
Toodyay Farmers Market on Sunday December
19 from 9am to 1pm and hope you can continue
to support us.
You can also visit historic Connor’s Mill in
Stirling Terrace and Newcastle Gaol Museum
from 10am and 3pm, with free admission for Shire
of Toodyay residents.
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Student menu impresses
CWA morning tea experts
Country Women’s Association
Elizabeth Mansom

Morangup Craft Group members enjoy last month‘s Melbourne Cup lunch.

Everyone’s a winner on Cup day
Morangup Craft Group
Ida O’Connell
ANOTHER memorable Melbourne Cup
lunch was enjoyed at Leoni’s house last
month.
All the girls brought a plate and what an
amazing feed we had.
Everyone received a horse to cheer for and
the lucky winner even scored a gift.

Come and join us at our Morangup Craft
Group which meets in the Community Hall
from 10am to 12.30pm on the first and third
Tuesdays of each month.
We welcome new members so bring your
knitting or sewing and enjoy a cup of coffee
or tea with us.
For more information, please ring me on
0428 449 942.
Hope to meet you soon.

ENVIRONMENT

Karakamia nocturnal visit. Photo Desraé Clarke.

Creatures of the night revealed
Toodyay Naturalists’ Club
Desraé Clarke
OUR END-OF-YEAR members’ gettogether was a visit to the Karakamia
Wildlife Sanctuary near Chidlow.
Opened in 1991, Karakamia was the first
of a number of sanctuaries around Australia
owned and managed by the Australian
Wildlife Conservancy.
The sanctuary is surrounded by a verminproof fence that excludes feral animals,
such as foxes and cats, thus protecting many
species of native wildlife in a predator-free
environment.
The area holds majestic jarrah and marri
trees with many of them hundreds of years
old, creating a perfect home for many species
of birds, fauna and invertebrates.
It was a perfect evening.
Members brought light meals to enjoy the
sanctuary’s solitude while they waited for
the natural light to fade and small nocturnal
critters to begin foraging.
Our group was divided into two to choose
between being guided on relatively flat
terrain or taken into a steeper area.
Leaders carried infrared torches that
allowed us to observe the animals without
disturbing them.
Different types of soil and terrain caused
small differences in the animals we heard
and saw.
We listened for the slight sounds of
‘crunching’ dry leaves as the evening
creatures foraged or moved through the bush.
Two of the species, both very small, have
distinctly different rates, and therefore
sounds, of hopping.
It was an evening of learning.
There was an emphasis on the value of
listening and differentiating the important,
but practically inaudible, sounds of
movement of our special native creatures.
Our club welcomes photos and any natural
history observations for its database.
Two important pieces of information have
recently come to hand.
The first is the movement of a particular
honeyeater species from more northern areas
to further south in our state.
The second report is on the impact of

higher rainfall on migratory birds.
Our next club get-together will be to plan
New Year excursions and presentations.
The meeting will be in a private home at
11.30am on Saturday December 11.
We can be contacted on 9574 5574 or at
info@toodyaynats.org.au or at Drummond
House next to the Bendigo Bank in Stirling
Terrace from 10am to noon on Saturdays.
The club has an extensive library of natural
history books that may be borrowed or read
at Drummond House.
For help with injured, sick or orphaned
wildlife, please call the Wildcare 24/7
volunteer service on 9474 9055.

THREE of us joined a large group at the
Toodyay District High School last month
for a morning tea hosted by the Friends of
the Chaplaincy.
The menu was prepared by students
and appreciation for its high standard was
demonstrated by those present reaching for
another tasty morsel with the remark, “I
really shouldn’t but these are so nice.”
Last month’s meeting was our last for the
year but this month always has one or two (or
three) pleasant activities to bring us together.
Our branch hosted the Northern Area
Group’s last meeting for the year at the start
of this month.
The group was formed earlier this year to
provide a forum for branches to socialise and
be able to forward suggestions and concerns
to the CWA Board for discussion.
We looked forward to State Office feedback
and lively debate.
Our Christmas lunch will be held on
Thursday December 9.
Everyone has been instructed to bring
a Secret Santa gift to the value of $10 to
encourage ingenuity and creativity.
Ev is making her signature Christmas cake
and with every member bringing a plate of
lusciousness we’re sure to eat to repletion
and go home filled with Christmas spirit.
Don’t forget Toodyay’s annual Christmas
street party from 6pm to 9pm on Friday
December 17.
We have been preparing goodies so do
come and see if we have that little something
for that hard-to-buy-for member of your
celebratory circle.
And then 2022 will be upon us.
We will meet on the second Thursday of
January for morning tea and a general catchup after the festive break.
Then it’s time to get down to business on
the fourth Thursday when a 10am planning
meeting is scheduled to think about what we
would like to do during the year.
Our planning needs to take into account
state and other branch functions that we
would like to attend, plus educating ourselves
on the country of study which for 2022 will
be Indigenous Australia.
The planning meeting will be followed by
a BYO lunch and AGM at 1pm.
Toodyay Branch President Maxine
and Vice-President Elizabeth have both
completed their maximum allowed three
years in office and new nominations will be
called for the two positions.
Secretary Gina has two more years to serve
in that role, if she wants to continue, and
likewise Treasurer Dixie.
In concluding this final piece for 2021
Toodyay CWA wishes you good health, love
and laughter over the Christmas season and
all through 2022.
Members meet in the CWA Hall in Stirling
Terrace at 1pm on the fourth Thursday

CWA Teddy sends Christmas greetings to
everyone.
of each month, with plenty of parking in
Charcoal Lane, including an ACROD bay,
and disabled access at the side of the hall.
To book the hall please contact Bev Casey
on 0447 268 762.

Book your bus seat
now for our Northam
Christmas party
Toodyay Autumn Club
Michael Cox
ANOTHER month has passed and each
Wednesday we see new members joining
our group.
Apart from our monthly meeting on the
Wednesday afternoons, we had a lunch
party at the Freemasons Hotel and I believe
everyone had an enjoyable meal (I was
unable to attend).
It is coming to the end of the year so we
are off to Northam for our Christmas Party
on Wednesday December 15.
We will travel there by bus so members
please get your names in to the secretary.
This will be our last activity for 2021.
Please mark on your New Year calendar
that monthly club activities will resume on
Wednesday February 2.
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ENVIRONMENT

Members picked a shady spot in Duidgee Park for last month’s AGM. Photo; Desraé Clarke.

Friends make Landcare finals for ‘sustained contribution’

Toodyay Friends of the River Inc
Bridget Leggett
OUR END-OF-YEAR celebration breakfast,
AGM and planning meetings were held in
Duidgee Park last month.
Looking back over 2021, our President, Dr
Robyn Taylor, summarised key achievements
including completion of the Pelham Brook

Outlet Restoration Project, ongoing
revegetation work, seedling production and
erosion control.
As usual we started with a program of
working bees that needed to be flexible to
accommodate increasingly unpredictable
weather.
Heavy rains caused major and ongoing
erosion at Red Banks Pool which required a

re-alignment of the Bilya Walk Track.
Project Officer Greg Warburton has put in
extraordinary hours of work to help redress
the situation.
The Friends’ achievements over their 24
years of operation have gained us recognition
at state level.
We were delighted to be chosen as one of
three finalists in the WA Landcare awards in

Colourful corner Janice and John’s heavenly Bindaree garden in Mahogany Creek.

Blood sweat and tears create pure heaven
Toodyay Garden Club
Daphne Lee
DUE TO unforeseen circumstances we were
unable to attend a York garden as planned
last month.
Instead, we were very warmly welcomed to
Bindaree in Mahogany Creek by our friendly
hosts Janice and John.
We were entranced by the colour and sheer
beauty of this garden.
It was pure heaven for gardeners, and even
non-gardeners would have been blown away
by its amazing sights.
The one-hectare (2.5 acres) property had
been an old orchard but was clearly in need
of some TLC when it was purchased in 2008.
After a lot of blood, sweat and tears and
some massive earthworks, this lovely garden
evolved.
Improvements included bores and rainwater
storage for watering.
Lots of sheep manure, loam, etc. were

spread over the property to prepare the soil
for planting.
Janice and John look after all this garden
themselves. Well done, it is indeed a credit
to you both.
An abundance of roses gave us so
much perfume and colour along with the
magnificent avenue of crab apple trees all
in flower – a pure delight.
There are mature trees aplenty with
some large plane trees providing a great
understorey for cyclamen, princess lilies,
fuchsias and succulents.
Salvias in flower lined a driveway
complemented by many other plants.
Also in the garden was a wonderful
children’s play area, a favourite place for
grandchildren.
Thank you for having us Janice and John;
we all loved Bindaree.
Thanks also to Stephanie for suggesting it,
Judy for organising and Kim for driving the
bus.

PL 1987 - GF 001857

Ideal for both new homes and changeover
installations the Bonaire
Summer Breeze is the value for money choice

Agents for BO

NAIRE

We had a lovely lunch at Mundaring Hotel
on the way home, making it altogether a
really lovely day out.
Our final garden club day was Christmas
wind-up at Lorraine Museliak’s Drummond
Street East home earlier this month for
morning tea, raffles, etc. and lunch, with
photos for our badge competition.
Merry Christmas and happy gardening
everyone – see you all for more fabulous
gardens in 2022.

the Community Groups section.
The citation drew attention to our “sustained
and ongoing contribution to conservation
and rehabilitation of the Avon River, its
tributaries and its environs within the Shire
of Toodyay.
“The group’s focus is to restore natural
ecosystems that have experienced
considerable disturbance over several
decades and face ongoing threats to their
health and viability.”
Nine members attended the awards
presentation which was a great celebration
of the achievements of all finalists.
Katanning Landcare was our overall
section winner – an impressive group with
a long history of involvement in activities
such as salinity control, wetland restoration,
threatened species recovery, revegetation,
waste reduction and carbon farming.
More than 700 community groups are
actively involved in WA landcare – that’s a
lot of voluntary effort going into landcare
activities which is encouraging.
The Friends group alone put in more than
560 hours of practical work this year with a
notional value of $45,000.
Planning is now underway for 2022.
Ideas from members have been collated and
include new initiatives as well as continuation
of our longstanding commitments to seedling
production, revegetation, and erosion
control.
We hope to have a focus on walk tracks
and extending river tracks, ensuring they are
easy to find and have appropriate interpretive
signs.
No working bees are planned for this
month or January though the Seed Orchard
Group will remain active during that time.
More information about our New Year
program and next event on Sunday February
13 will be posted on our Drummond House
notice board next to the Bendigo Bank in
Stirling Terrace and in the February Toodyay
Herald.
The Friends would like to wish all readers a
safe and rewarding summer.We look forward
to continuing our partnerships with other
Toodyay groups in 2022.
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TRADES AND SERVICES

ACCOMMODATION

AIR CONDITIONING

ACCOUNTANT

ACUPUNCTURE

AIR CONDITIONING

ANTENNA SERVICES

B.G.
Antenna Services

* TVAntennas

* Digital TV
* Satellite TV
* Sound Systems

Servicing Toodyay and Surrounding
Districts

Barry Grey on
0428 742 149

Phone

bgantennas@bigpond.com
APPLIANCE REPAIRS

AUTO AIR CONDITIONING

BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS

BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS

• Property Conveyancing & Settlements
• Wills & Probate • Succession Planning
• Enduring Powers of Attorney & Guardianship
• Trusts & Partnerships • Criminal & Civil Litigation
• Criminal Injuries Compensation

Ph:

9622 5755 • Fax: 9622 5633
Email: mayham@wn.com.au

85 Fitzgerald Street, Northam WA 6401

BEAUTY THERAPY

BICYCLES

BANG FOR YOUR BUCK
CONNORS COTTAGE
3 PIESSE STREET OPEN WED - SAT

BEAUTY SALON

BOBCAT HIRE

BOBCAT HIRE

BOBCAT AND TRUCK HIRE
WHY BARROW IT........BOBCAT IT.......

ALL TYPES OF WORK - NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL

LANDSCAPING ADVICE FREELY GIVEN

9574 2130

* FIREBREAKS * LEVELLING
* TANK, SHED & HOUSE PADS
* SAND * SOIL * GRAVEL * ROAD BASE
* BLUE METAL *
PHONE PAUL HARRINGTON
WEEKEND WORK AVAILABLE
0408

BOOK SALES

BUILDING

952 215
CABINET MAKING
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TRADES AND SERVICES

CARPENTRY

CAFE

CARPET CLEANING

Outdoor Carpentry
20 Years Experience

OWNER BUILDERS

• Plasterboard
• Ceilings & Walls
Install • Flush
Cornice • Sand
• Repairs

25 years experience
ALL AREAS
Stephen Soer

Greg 0407 915 734

0403 067 323

0423 350 458

Email: fawksie28@gmail.com

CEILINGS

BUILDERS

Gucp-Tec

Classic
Carpet Cleaners
Steam cleaning carpets
and upholstery

For
Quality Timber
• Pergolas • Gazebos
• Decking • Screens
• Carports • Fencing
Simon
FREE

QUOTES

CEILINGS

CEILINGS

HOME RENOVATORS

we supply...
Plasterboard & Accessories
Fibrous Cement Sheeting and Insulation

Ron Jones

PO Box 164
Toodyay WA
Phone/Fax

Plasterboard Installation
Fix, Flush, Cornice & Sand

9574 2087

CLEANING

COMPUTER SERVICE

CONCRETE

COMPUTER

iClean on-site

GB’s PC’s

Offering A Reliable,
Prompt and Affordable
Cleaning Service

BILE COMPUTER
FOR MO
AND UPGRADES
S
R
I
REPA

Commercial, Domestic
Cleaning and
Gardening Services
Specialising in internal
electrical ofce
equipment cleansing

For virus and spyware removal,
hardware repair, system upgrades
and quotes on new PC’s

Call Glen or Vicki on 9572 9170
or 0409 904 994
All enquiries & quotes email
contactgbpc@iinet.net.au
Samara on 0457 843

476 email: swishy@hotmail.com

email: icos.sam@outlook.com

CONTAINERS FOR CHANGE

CURTAINS AND BLINDS

Toodyay Curtains & Blinds
Holland Blinds, Vertical Drapes
Awnings, Venetians, Panel Glides
Curtains and Tracks, Roller Shutters
and much more!

DOG GROOMING

EARTHWORKS

Phone: Paul Hodgkiss

0409 812 671

Email: paulhodgy@outlook.com

EARTHMOVING

• Detailed earth works • Drainage and pipework
• Horse arenas and round yards • Laser level cut and fill
• Driveways and Remediation works
• General trenching (pipes, Cables, footings)
• Block clean-ups and stump removal

MACHINES
• 7t Tip truck
• 4t Excavator (with tilt hitch)
• S160 Bobcat plus attachments
Brett Schutz

0448 227 758
ABN 51 136 196 802 / PO Box 1540 Toodyay 6566 / Email: bnearthworks@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL

Buy direct and bank the diﬀerence

ELECTRICIAN
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TRADES AND SERVICES

ELECTRICIAN

ELECTRICIAN

LIFELINE
ELECTRICS

EC 002951

81 Stirlingia Drive
Toodyay WA 6566
Mail to PO Box 259
Toodyay 6566

All types of Commercial
and domestic installations

FREE QUOTES

New to Toodyay,
with 35 years experience

ELECTRICIAN

FASHION

JOHN HAGGAS

Mobile: 0419 963 525
A/H: (08) 9574 5483
Email: jbhaggas@bigpond.com

ELECTRICAL

ENGINEERING

FIND IT IN THE HERALD

FENCING

GT FENCING

EXPERIENCED LOCAL OPERATOR - COMPARE THE PRICES - FREE QUOTES

RURAL / HOBBY FARM
• POST AND RAIL
• ELECTRIC FENCING
• POST RAMMING

DOMESTIC
• RESIDENTIAL & HERITAGE ALL STYLES.....
TIMBER OR STEEL
• REMOTE CONTROLLED SOLAR OR ELECTRIC GATES
• INSURANCE WORK

EMAIL: gtfencing56@gmail.com

FURNITURE

PHONE GARRY

0418 917 475

FENCING

FIREBREAK CONTRACTOR

FITNESS

FUNERALS

GARAGE DOORS

QUALITY LOCAL SERVICE!

�G�

OUTDOOR
& Maintenance

AFTER HOURS & EMERGENCY CALL-OUTS
Ph: Shane on 0409 089 994
allstrong.outdoors@bigpond.com

GARDEN SERVICES
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TRADES AND SERVICES

GAS FITTING

GRAPHIC ARTIST

Loc
ate

d in

HERALD ADS

HAIRDRESSER

HIRE SERVICE

HORSE RUG REPAIRS

Mo
ran

gup

GRAPHIC DESIGN SERVICE
CORPORATE STATIONERY I TRADEMARKS
DISPLAY ADS I NEWSLETTERS I LABELS
WEBSITE LAYOUT I CARDS I BROCHURES
SIGNS I PACKAGING I ANNUAL REPORTS

Sandra Faye Harms
Enquiries: 9572 9061 or 0429 086 253
ps.harms@redbrookart.com.au

HANDYMAN - BUILDER

Paul & Suzanne Hodgkiss

GARRY SMITH

Horse Rug Repairs

EXPERIENCED LOCAL OPERATOR - COMPARE THE PRICES - FREE QUOTES

• STEEL FRAMED HOUSE CONSTRUCTION
• OWNER BUILDER ASSISTANCE
• SHED CONVERSIONS / RENOVATIONS
• SMALL ADDITIONS
• TILING
Local contact for:

• PATIOS / CARPORTS
• PERGOLAS / DECKS
• SHADE SAILS
• INSURANCE WORK

Canvas
Repairs
Carpet
Overlocking

0418 917 475

EMAIL: getgaz56@bigpond.com

Phone: 0409 812 671
Email paulhodgy@outlook.com

LANDSCAPING AND EARTHWORKS

LIVESTOCK TRANSPORT

MECHANICAL

MECHANICAL

NEW & USED MOTOR VEHICLES

MOBILE WELDING

EziFix

NEW & USED MOTOR VEHICLES

NURSERY

OPTOMETRIST

PEST CONTROL

REGIONAL PEST CONTROL

PHD Lic : 727

• Bulk billing to Medicare
• HBF & DVA Provider
• Competitive prices
• Great range of frames & sunglasses
• Locally owned and operated

www.northamoptical.com.au
138 Fitzgerald St Northam WA P 9621 1131 E northamoptical@yahoo.com.au

30 years Experience

ABN : 35 203 910 408

The Experienced Professionals in Pest Control
LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
For all your Domestic or Commercial Pest Control Needs

TION
IGA
L
B
O
E
FRE ES
T
O
U
Q

CONTACT : KEN PROWSE
9574 4401 ph / fax
Mobile : 0427 778 643

email : regionalpestcontrol@bigpond.com
Call Your Regional Pest Control Experts
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TRADES AND SERVICES
PLASTIC FABRICATION

PEST CONTROL

PLUMBER

BW Plastics Pty Ltd

CUSTOM PLASTIC FABRICATORS

Manufacturing, Pipework,
and On-Site Repairs

Kevin Williams

0417 946 703
60 Old York Road, Northam WA 6401
PO Box 315 Northam 6401

SWIMMING POOLS

Items made from PVC, HDPE, PP
Special orders welcome for custom made tanks and
trays, covers or belts and specialist pipe ﬁttings.
Repair work including Spray tank/water tank repairs
Tel: 9622 8571
sales@bwplastics.com.au - www.bwplastics.com.au

PUMPS

POWER EQUIPMENT

PUMPS

T OODYAY PUMPS

MOBILE PUMP SERVICE
Servicing to all makes of pumps
Suppliers of Domestic
& Bore Water Systems

INSTALL
SERVICE
REPAIR

Agents for: Onga, Ebara,
Grundfos, Mono
Manufacturers of the
Feri Airlift System Air Pump

333 Fitzgerald St. Northam

08 9622 5571

SunPowerWA
The Power in Agriculture

REAL ESTATE

REFRIGERATION

SECURITY SERVICE

RETICULATION

SHOE REPAIRS

SOLAR

Watch Batteries & Bands
Tues-Fri 9a
Key Cutting
m-5p
Sat 9am-no m
on
Engraving
Closed

Ricki Lov

Mondays

Owner

0484 388 309

192 Fitzgerald Street
Northam WA 6401

�ov��icki �����i��co�
SMASH REPAIR

STORAGE UNITS

TIMBER FLOORING

Avon Storage

Toodyay Timber Flooring

Toodyay

- Now Managed by Country Realty Self storage Units
Located at Extracts Industrial Estate
6m x 3m (single garage size) units
now available
You lock it up – You keep the key

Ph 9574 4200

Owner/Operator
• Installation
• Sanding
• Polishing
• Coating
Free Quotes
Quality Workmanship

Ph: 0447 986 289

0417 173 104
55 Railway Road Toodyay

REMEDIAL MASSAGE

� ��o R���i� ��� Saving
Soles

SMASH REPAIR

Phone JIM & LYN

TOWING
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TRADES AND SERVICES

TREE SERVICE

TREE LOPPING

WATER CARTAGE

• 10,000 litres per load
• Potable water only
• Home water tanks lled
• Swimming pools & Spas
• Friendly local service

Call Tony today

WATER TANKS

WATER CARTAGE

#

WASTE REMOVAL

Servicing
the
Avon Valley

O487 188 825 You ring! We Bring!
WATER TANK TANK CLEANING

WATER/BORES

WINDOW TINTING

Julimar Drilling Services
•
•
•
•
•

Water bore construction
Domestic and Commerical
Rotary mud and air
Hard rock, clay and sand
Free quotes

Contact Nathan or Sandy
Ph:
9574 5582
Mob: 0409 089 392
Email: julimards@bigpond.com
WOOL BUYING

WOOL BUYING

ENVIRONMENT

Squelching Toadlets emerge
after late winter rains

History shows that locals
can stop open-cut mining
Avon and Hills Mining Awareness
Group

Photo of the Guenther’s Toadlet courtesy of Lee Francis.
Python Watch
Desraé Clarke
THE GUENTHER’S Toadlet is a small
creature with the male up to 30mm long,
slightly smaller than the female which is up
to 33mm, as is usual with the frog genera.
It is unusual to sight Toadlets once the
weather warms but perhaps this year’s higher
winter rains have altered normal weather
requirements for this little critter.
Guenther’s Toadlet is also called the
Crawling Frog which, though it can hop, is
usually seen to ‘crawl’ using short, stocky
arms and legs.
Colouring is irregularly mottled grey,
brown and orange on its back, with bold
black and white markings on its belly.
The Toadlet breeds in winter and is found
in moist areas beneath rocks, logs, leaf litter

and rubbish.
However, several have just been sighted at
night within a Toodyay home.
The males call from small burrows in the
earth.
Eggs are laid on damp soil in breeding
tunnels after late summer or early winter
rains, with each separate egg in a tough outer
capsule.
Early stages of tadpole development occur
within the capsule, and tadpoles emerge at an
advanced stage of development after burrows
are flooded.
The call of the Guenther’s Toadlet is a
short, grating squelch.
The Naturalists’ Club would be grateful
to hear of any sightings of natural history
interest from community members by
emailing info@toodyaynats.org.au or calling
9574 5574.

CONTROVERSIAL plans for an opencut mineral sands mine in Gippsland were
rejected by Victoria’s planning minister last
month for posing a “significant risk” to the
environment and local agribusinesses.
Gippsland residents have been fighting for
seven years to preserve their lifestyle and
businesses and are celebrating the decision
to stop the project.
East Gippsland shire councillors also
played a major role by unanimously opposing
the mine in the agricultural area.
We have often said that campaigns to
protect the environment are not sprints,
they’re marathons and like the Gippsland
residents we are in it for the long haul.
After a well-attended AGM last month, a

new committee was formed to continue the
fight to stop open-cut mining within a 100km
radius of Perth.
AHMAG has also joined forces with the
Chittering-based Residents For Responsible
Mining (RF4RM) group which opposed
bauxite mining in their area – and won.
Open-cut mining in our area is not a ‘done
deal’ and concerned locals can play their part
by joining AHMAG.
Membership forms can be downloaded
from our website and you can keep in touch
at facebook.avon/hills, write to PO Box 111
Gidgegannup WA 6083 or ring Jim on 0448
829 460.
A huge thanks to all our new members and
those who have donated to our account at
Toodyay and Districts Bendigo Community
Bank BSB 633-000 account number
152776654.
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WHEN AND WHERE
AIR FORCE
AAFC 708 Squadron
Australian Air Force Cadets 12½-17yrs,
Building J1, Northam Army Camp Great
Eastern Hwy. Friday 6.30-9.30pm school
term. 708squ@cadetnet.gov.au.
ARTS/CRAFTS/HISTORY/GAMES
Arts Toodyay
1st Tuesday monthly 7.30pm, The Old Police
Station, Duke Street North. Graham Boston
0438 919 932.
Avon Woodturners Group
Every Sunday and Wednesday 9am-noon.
Toodyay Junction, Railway Parade.
Ragbags Quilting Group
1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month. St
Stephen’s Hall 10am-2.30pm. 9574 4503.
The Crooked Needle
Friday Morning Craft - Fridays, 9.30am to
noon, CWA Hall, Stirling Terrace. $3.50.
Contact Jan on 0407 083 079 or Annette on
9574 2332.
Toodyay Historical Society
Meets third Wednesday, (not Dec), 7pm,
St Stephen’s Church Hall, Stirling Terrace.
Drummond House (next to Bendigo Bank)
open Sat 10am-noon. Research Centre open
by appointment. Beth Frayne 9574 5971 or
secretary.2j.ths@gmail.com.
Web: www.toodyayhistoricalsociety.org.au
Toodyay Spinners
Every Wednesday, Saturdays 1st and 3rd
of month, 9am to noon, Parker’s Cottage,
Showgrounds. Gail Williams 9622 3411.
Toodyay Theatre Group
For details David Mitchell 0400 283 425.
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Toodyay Chamber of Commerce and
Industry
Check Facebook for details or contact
2jchamber@gmail.com.
CHURCHES
Anglican Church
10am Sundays weekly. St Stephen’s Church
0455 543 888.
Catholic Church
St John the Baptist, Toodyay. Saturday Vigil
5pm.
Faith Christian Fellowship
Sundays 9.30am. Corner Grey and Wellington
Streets, Northam 9622 1324 or fcfnortham@
westnet.com.au.
Bakers Hill Fellowship
Meets every Sunday at 10am. Bakers Hill
Primary School Music Room. Pastor Peter
Booth 0417 945 725.
Toodyay Baptist Church
10.30am Sunday at 18 Stirling Terrace,
Toodyay. Phone 9574 4546.
Uniting Church
10am St Stephen’s Church, Toodyay.
EDUCATION/SCOUTS/
PLAYGROUPS ETC
Avon Valley Home Education Collective
Sharon Pegrum 0466 430 979.
avonvalleyhomeeducation.wordpress.com.
Bizzy Bees
Pre-kindy for 3-year-olds. Mondays 9am
-11am, Toodyay DHS. Jessica Donovan
0407 128 105.
Cubs, Joeys and Scouts
(School term) Youth Hall, Showgrounds,
Cubs and Joeys 4-5.30pm Scouts, Thursday
6-8pm 9574 2363.
Morangup Playgroup
Morangup Community Hall, Wallaby Way,
Morangup. Wednesdays 9.30-11.30am.
Emma Whately 9572 9376.
Toodyay District High School P and C
Meets Tuesday of week 5 each term at
5.30pm in the TDHS staff room. Kelly-Anne
Murray 0406 585 716.
Toodyay Playgroup
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9-11am.
Wednesdays Bubs Play 10am-12noon.
Jessica Donovan, 0407 128 105
EMERGENCY SERVICES
Bejoording Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
3rd Friday of the month at 5.45pm at the
Bejoording Fire Shed.
Coondle-Nunile Volunteer Bush Fire
Brigade
2nd Saturday October to April, June and
August, 5pm Coondle Fire Shed.
Julimar Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Meets 3rd Saturday 6pm Julimar Fire Shed,
Training Sunday 10am.
Morangup Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
3rd Saturday 5.30pm at 3 Wallaby
Way, Morangup. Sharon Gamble or
secretarymvbfb@gmail.com.

Toodyay Central Volunteer Bush Fire
Brigade
2nd Tuesday 7.30pm at Toodyay Fire and
Emergency Services Centre.
Toodyay State Emergency Service
4th Tuesday, 3 Wallaby Way, Morangup.
Local Manager – Jeff Venn 0438 490 331.
toodyayseslocalmanager@gmail.com.
Toodyay Volunteer Fire and Rescue
1st Monday Fire Station 7.30pm.
ENVIRONMENT
Avon Valley Environmental Society
3rd Friday monthly noon. Wheatbelt
Natural Resource Management Centre, 269
Fitzgerald Street, Northam. Janet Wilkinson
9574 5947.
Earth Solutions - Avon Valley
2nd Tuesday (not Jan) at 6pm. Old Northam
Railway Station, 425 Fitzgerald Street
Northam. Karen 0438 223 886, Belle 0478
641 463, or email bellem@westnet.com.au.
Toodyay Friends of the River (TFOR)
2nd Sunday or following Monday. 9am
(winter); 8am (summer). Details on TFOR
noticeboard outside Drummond House. 0427
556 863. Email: info@tfor.org.au.
Toodyay Garden Club
1st Thursday 10am. Phone President:
Hamish Dobie 0423 115 204 or email
toodyaygardenclub@gmail.com for next
venue.
Toodyay Naturalists’ Club
Meets 3rd Saturday. Call 9574 5574 or info@
toodyaynats. org.au.
FARMERS MARKET
Toodyay Farmers Market
3rd Sunday of each month. 0487 440 754.
toodyayfarmers market@gmail.com.
FESTIVALS
Toodyay Moondyne Festival
moondynecommittee@gmail.com.
Toodyay Music Fest
Chair: Tanya Stuart 0409 181 404.
HEALTH
Australian Breastfeeding Association
2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 3 Elizabeth Place,
Northam 10am-noon. 3rd Tuesday Toodyay
Playgroup noon-2pm. Louise 9574 0229.
Child Health Clinic
Tuesdays and Wednesdays. Bree Byfield.
9621 0100
Memory Café
Toodyay Forget Me Not Memory Café 2nd
Tuesday of each month (10am-noon) at the
Toodyay Bakery.
Toodyay Men’s Shed
Monday, Thursday and Saturday, 8.30am–
noon at Harper Road. Phone Graham Hill,
0417 181 785.
MINIATURE RAILWAY
Toodyay Miniature Railway
Operates Easter Saturday and thereafter on
1st and 3rd Sundays until November. Phone
President Mark 0424 281 770.
MUSIC
The Toodyay Community Singers
CWA Hall, Stirling Terrace at 7pm Thursday
nights. Anne-Marie Millar 0408 364 918.
Duidgee Chorale
Tuesdays 7-9pm. St Stephen’s Church Hall.
Patricia 0405 242 483.
Toodyay Music Club
2nd Saturday 1pm CWA Hall, Ring Joe,
0400 862 694.
PROGRESS ASSOCIATION
Morangup Progress Association
Chairperson: Petar Drazic. Hall Hire: 0472
975 593 www.morangupmpa.com.au.

SENIORS
Autumn Club
Wednesday 1-4pm Toodyay Sports Pavilion
Glenyce Bosnjak 9574 4587.
Butterly Cottages
2nd Friday monthly. Jenny Perkins. Email:
butterly2j@gmail.com.
Fitness and Fun for The Over 55s
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 9am, Youth
Hall at showgrounds.
Ida’s Hideaway
Saturdays 1-4pm Toodyay Community
Resource Centre. Ring Ann Sinclair 0407
775 459.
Probus Club of Toodyay
Meetings monthly on second Tuesday at
3pm at Freemasons Hotel. President Joan
Bath 0417 171 606 Secretary Colin Yandell
9574 5943.
Silver Chain Social Centre
Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays
Toodyay Community Centre, 78 Stirling
Terrace. Information 1300 650 803.
SERVICE ORGANISATIONS
Country Women’s Association
4th Thursday 1pm CWA Hall. Bookings call
Bev Casey on 9574 2874.
RSL Toodyay Sub-Branch
Meetings 2021: Feb 13, Apr 10, May 8,
July 24, Sept 11 (AGM) and Oct 16 held
Saturdays at the Memorial Hall, Toodyay.
Bob Wood 0412 681 794.
Safer Toodyay Inc
Chair: Cr Brian Rayner. Email: secretary@
safertoodyay.org.au.
Toodyay Lions Club
1st and 3rd Tuesdays Freemasons Hotel.
Clint Fricker, Secretary, 0423 226 898.
Toodyay Masonic Lodge
4th Thursday Masonic Hall Fiennes St
7.30pm. Graham Barber, 9574 5717.
Toodyay Red Cross
2nd Monday February, May, August and
November Anglican Hall 1.30pm.
Toodyay RoadWise Committee
2nd Wednesday of month at 9.30am at the
Toodyay Police Station. Bob Neville, 0419
853 160.
SPORT
Toodyay Bowling Club
Ladies play Wednesdays at 8.30am contact
Maureen Adams 9574 4752. Men have a
roll up on Wednesday at 3pm contact Laurie
Chitty 95742394. All welcome.
Avon Valley Adult Riding Club
4th Saturday (February-November) at
Northam. Tina 0499 030 177.
Mortlock Pony Club
1st Sunday February to November at
Goomalling. Tanzi 0427 859 493.
Toodyay Golf Club
Summer Season Scroungers on Sundays at
9am – Bruce 9574 5243 or Roma 9574 5534.
Avon Valley Shotokan Karate Club
Wednesdays at Youth Hall, Showgrounds.
Peewees 3.45-4.30pm, juniors 4.305.30pm, seniors 6-7.30pm. Email
avonvalleyshotokan@gmail.com.
Toodyay Soccer Club
Mondays 4-5.30pm in terms 2 and 3. For
ages 5-15yrs. toodyaysoccer@gmail.com.
Toodyay Tennis Club
Winter social days - Tuesdays 9am,
Wednesdays 7pm - check our facebook page
@ToodyayTennisClub for confirmation of
play or cancellations. toodyaytennisclub@
gmail.com.
VINTAGE VEHICLES
Avon Valley Vintage Vehicle Assoc
3rd Saturday 10.30am at old engineer’s
quarters next to Northam Railway Museum,
Fitzgerald Street, Northam 9622 5932.

Please send When and Where changes to:
advertising@toodyayherald.com.au

Classifieds
For Sale
CARAVAN Viscount Poptop. 15-16ft. Single
axle, good condition, Unregistered. Located
Bruce Rock area. $3,400 ono. 0421 812 296.
MOBILITY scooter. Very good condition.
Large wheels, spring suspension, front
basket, battery charger, lights and horn. Can
deliver. $1800. For pictures phone 0477
463 561.
ELECTRIC Wheelchair. Very good condition
left-hand or right-hand control toggle. Indoor
or outdoor, very manoeuvrable. Can deliver
$1500. For pictures phone 0477 463 561.
STRAW bales. High density, great for garden
mulch or animal bedding. 1.2m x 1.2m x
2.4m. Pick up $70, delivery extra. Phone or
text Tim 0417 991 302.

Motor Vehicles
SUBARU Outback Wagon, 2002. 5-speed
manual. Reg, good engine. $2,500 ono. 0421
812 296.

Piano Tuning

PIANO tuner will come to Toodyay after
February 2022. Five bookings already made
- more will lower the price for all. Dates to
be advised. Phone Patricia on 0405 242 483

Situations Vacant
PERMANENT part-time school bus driver in
Toodyay - commencing February 2022. Two
(2) days per week, four (4) hours per day.
Requirements:
1. HR Licence
2. Passenger Transport Driver (PTD)
Authorisation
3. Commonwealth Police Clearance
4. Working with Children card
5. Current First Aid Certificate
Those interested please contact:
Colin - 0427 476 432
Brian - 0427 446 439

Wanted
GARDEN arch for climbing rose and plough
disc. Patricia 0405 242 493

Work Wanted
GUTTERS. Get your gutters cleaned before
the fire season. Phone Mick 0428 583 954.

Public Notices
AA ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
Web: aa.org.au
Finding it hard to control your drinking?
We understand and together have found
a solution. We meet Tuesday nights 7pm:
Salvos Building, Elizabeth Place, Northam.
All welcome. Lifts from Toodyay available.
Ring/text 0432 403 425 for enquiries.
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BRAIN TEASERS

Combo Crossword

Crosscode
Crosscode is a logic puzzle. Each letter is a number. Begin by
guessing the first word and placing the additional letters into the
crosscode. Keep guessing words/letters until completed.
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ACROSS
2 Canvas covering
5 Mysterious
7 Old English scientist
8 Hard work
11 Meat dish
12 A flower
14 Able to be kneaded
16 Prize
17 Deed
18 Clever prank
20 Hit
21 A vegetable
22 Dress
DOWN
1 Volcanic flow
2 A coin
3 Change of
employment (3,3)
4 Type of pamphlet
6 Of an army group
9 Scan
10 Complete
12 Gone by
13 Scheme
15 Lasso
18 Withered
19 Untie

Cryptic Clues
ACROSS
2 Reproduction about an overhanging shelter
5 Being obscure in fear can ease one’s trouble
7 New and old weight for a unit of force
8 Work hard in way to reproduce plant
11 Dish for a group of bidders
12 Type of music spy without single flower
14 Male holding bad label capable of being moulded
16 Made to turn left for decoration
17 Move in attractive way
18 Amaze with the leading tricky act
20 Hit out and go out
21 Such vegetable is hard to move
22 A mass he followed to don attire

DOWN
1 Small avalanche with volcanic ingredient
2 Change first ten around for coin
3 Revised Testament book with change in work (3,3)
4 Statement describing new enterprise with chance
we follow
6 Get railmen trained to be subject to discipline
9 Dare to be different when scanned
10 Commonly intoxicated in entirety
12 Gone by good person following father
13 Finishes up full area in sketch of construction
15 Lair at play with noosed rope
18 Look round first rose to be all withered
19 Do away with some unsound offices

Sudoku
Sudoku is based on the logical placement
of numbers. Sudoku doesn’t require any
calculation nor special math skills; all that is
needed are brains and concentration. Every
number from 1 to 9 must appear in each of
the nine columns, nine rows and the nine
3x3 boxes.

ENVIRONMENT
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Photo of a Wedge-tailed Eagle courtesy of Jennifer Donegan.

Swooping troops signal magnificent visitor
Bird of the Month
Desraé Clarke
IT WAS the distinctive and far-reaching call
of the Wedge-tailed Eagle, a repeated double
whistle, ‘pee-yaa, pee-yaa’, that signalled
a magnificent visitor using the thermals
to soar in great circles near our Toodyay
property; neither the Magpies nor Ravens
were annoying it.
The Magpie/Raven troops are usually the
birds that signal a Wedge-tailed Eagle in the
area as they join forces in an attempt to drive
it away.
The other much smaller bird that will also
join the fray is the gutsy little Willie Wagtail.
The magnificent Wedge-tail is the fourth
largest eagle in the world and is classified
as a true eagle.
It is easily identifiable with its long,
wedged tail and a wingspan of up to 2.5
metres and a body length of up to one metre;
the female is a tad larger than the male.
Male and female birds are similar in
colouration, with old birds mostly black
except for a rufous, black-streaked nape.
Its eye is hazel-brown, the bill whitish with
a dark tip and the cere is pale yellow; it is

fully feathered down its long legs to its toes.
The Wedge-tailed Eagle does not reach
breeding maturity until six to seven years of
age.
Acrobatic display flights may be seen prior
to breeding, from June till August in southern
parts of WA but pairs mate for life earlier in
the year in the northern areas.
Breeding in drought-affected areas may not
occur until the arrival of a good season.
The nest or eyrie is located high in strong
branches of tall trees with commanding
views over the countryside.
It is a large messy platform of sticks lined
with green leaves, with the latter replenished
daily.
The Eagle has several eyries over an area
of about eight square kilometres.
The birds repair these by bringing sticks
to add to the existing construction when a
decision has been made about which one to
use.
Two white or buff-coloured eggs, blotched
lavender or dull red, are laid with incubation
by the female over approximately 45 days;
the young fledge in about 80 days.
Hatchlings are covered in white down, and
often only the strongest chick survives.

The Wedge-tailed Eagle takes to flight
heavily with slow, deep, powerful wing beats
to soar very high over open grasslands in
search of its prey of rabbits, small kangaroos,
wallabies and carrion.
Unfortunately, many birds are road kills
because they get heavy from feeding on
roadside kangaroo carrion and have difficulty
in taking off.
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HEALTH

Courses available to keep
pets away from reptiles
Marsupial Mammas and Pappas
Brian Foley

Dogs will go crackers if you feed them Christmas ham.

Left-over Christmas ham
is a dog’s worst friend
Heartlands Veterinary Hospital
Dr Ashlee Clare
CHRISTMAS is right around the corner and
for most of us this means chaotic last-minute
shopping trips and an exorbitant amount of
leftover food.
For our canine pets this can often mean
some extra-special mealtimes which might
include, as we like to call it, the dreaded
Christmas ham.
You might be thinking why the “dreaded”
Christmas ham? Well, this brings us to the
topic of pancreatitis.
Pancreatitis is a term used to describe
inflammation of the pancreas – an organ
which secretes enzymes to help digest food.
In pancreatitis these enzymes start to digest
the pancreas itself, leading to inflammation.
As you can imagine this is extremely
painful and potentially life threatening.

But what does this have to do with your
Christmas ham?
Ham is a common cause of pancreatitis in
dogs during December – but don’t be fooled
– it’s not the only one.
Any high-fat food such as sausages, bacon
or cheese are common culprits, so we do see
canine pancreatitis year-round.
Pancreatitis can also be caused by sudden
changes in the fat content of diets, obesity
and by other underlying diseases.
Vomiting, stomach pain, diarrhoea, appetite
loss and lethargy are common symptoms.
Luckily, you can reduce the risk by not
feeding your dog with table scraps or
other food that may be high in fat, and by
maintaining a consistent diet and keeping
your dog at a healthy weight.
Please feel free to contact us at Heartlands
Veterinary Hospital if you would like more
information or are concerned about your pet.

IT’S BEEN an interesting month and
kangaroo joeys are still being admitted into
our care, some with awful injuries from being
caught in fences.
Many of these animals arrived with lots
of maggots which take hours to remove.
Unfortunately, none of these animals were
able to be saved.
One joey had this injury and we spent
three hours cleaning the wound before we
discovered a broken tibia (shin bone).
Our veterinarians examined photographs
of the injury and advised euthanasia.
Some Bobtails were admitted with the flu.
However, most had terrible wounds from
dog attacks which cause severe injuries
that require intensive care and more hours
removing maggots.
One of our members, David Manning, runs
very successful courses which teach dogs to
stay away from snakes and bobtails.
If you need more details about this, go to
info@animalark.com.au.
Despite all the failures that break carers’
hearts, we also have our successes.
Two very small honeyeaters are now eating
well and flying after a week in care.
A pink and grey galah rescued near the
Northam wheat bins is recovering and
gaining weight; our bobtails are recuperating

and other care groups have transferred a
quenda and four joeys to us for mobbing and
release.
One of these joeys, even at four kilograms,
inflicted a severe wound to a carer from
elsewhere.
The injury required surgery and a hospital
stay so it is a lesson to all that even a small
kangaroo can do some damage if we are not
careful.
We get inquiries from people who want to
be native animal carers and we are always
happy to talk to them about joining our
rewarding group because it helps to take the
pressure off us.
The Australian Tax office has granted us
tax deduction status but donors must be
registered as environmental organisations,
which takes at least a year to achieve and
requires ministerial approval.
We are investigating other ways for donors
to claim tax deductions.
Fund raising is an important part of being
a wildlife carer.
If you can help with a donation, please use
our Toodyay Bendigo Bank account BSB
633 000 Acc No 175516319, or visit our stall
at the monthly Toodyay Farmers Market.
For help with injured native wildlife or if
you want to become a carer, please ring me
on 0419 933 721 or Robyn on 0417 173 283
or call the Wildcare Helpline on 9474 9055.

Recovering Bobtail savours a healthy meal of mixed tucker.

.

THE TOODYAY HERALD December 2021 Page 31

HEALTH

SPORT

A problem shared is a
problem halved

Warriors Wellbeing
Owen and the Team
PRIMARY Care is about developing a
culture of caring for each other.
It’s not about being an expert but being able
to listen and express some empathy when
someone is dealing with a difficult life issue.
By demedicalising the effect that
“situational distress” can have on our mental
health, it gives permission and empowers
ordinary people to act and value the care they
can give alongside specialised mental health
services and support options.
Research shows that around 90 per cent of
suffering through traumatic experiences in
our lives can be resolved by having a cuppa,
a hug and a talk to a caring friend or other
ordinary human being who knows how to
listen.
It is worth remembering the old saying that
“a problem shared is a problem halved”. This
is something we can all do.
The rural climate always provides
ongoing and varying challenges for farmers,
agribusiness and agri-link industries, which
in turn can create pressures in other areas of
personal, professional and community life.
We think the most effective care always
starts from the “bottom up”.
Around regional WA there are numerous
community champions from individuals
to shires, community resource centres and
community groups that arrange breakfasts,
sundowners and BBQs to provide a “safe
place” for people to meet, catch up and talk
over life on the land.
There are many other grassroots events to
attend that are a great basis for primary care.

These gatherings can occur when people
are at a crossroad in their lives.
People in the bush have always faced tough
times and now is no different.
The benefits of an event at the grassroots
level are many, some being a sense of
mateship to remind you that you are not out
there on your own.
It is important to maintain social contact
to keep the body, mind and spirit in good
health – blokes talking about blokes’ stuff.
I would like to quote a snippet from the
late WA author Albert Facey’s 1981 book A
Fortunate Life.
“He wrote about his life as if it were a
journey. Along his route, crossroads offered
crucial choices – in some cases his survival
was at stake – and the tracks he followed led
to learning, pain and enrichment.”
What a story – it is a fantastic read for all
and I thoroughly recommend it.
The important message in this is to start to
talk about some of the pain in your life: don’t
suffer it alone.
Remember, before it all gets too much, talk
to a mate or call Talk it Over on 1300 789
978 at Mensline Australia.
We always acknowledge the important role
women play in Primary Care.
Often, they are a conduit for men seeking
help, but remember also to look after yourself
first, as well as your family.
For more men’s health and wellbeing
information check out our website at www.
regionalmenshealth.com.au.
Here you will find our Working with
Warriors podcasts, along with a range of
other helpful articles and other support
options under our “useful contacts” tab.

Get-togethers over a barbecue can help men’s general wellbeing.

Puzzle Solutions
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Senior members Alexis Dack, Russell Johnson, Mark Cook and Bianca Dack

Not a sport but a way of life
Avon Valley Shotokan Club
Kylie Burton
MARTIAL arts are not a sport – they are a
way of life.
Many people have walked through our
doors at various Avon Valley dojos over the
past 30 years, all for various reasons – to
learn self-defence, for fitness or maybe just
curiosity.
Few stay on to achieve black belt status.
Last month’s black belt grading saw three
junior members grade to their next belt level.
All three have trained with us for many
years, some from age three.
They are now in their early teenage years,
having stuck with karate for more than 10
years to achieve black belt or one belt away.
Having the commitment to stick with
something from such a young age shows
not only commitment and dedication from
the students but also their parents.
It is easy to have a go and decide after six
months that it is too hard, not enough fun or
too far to travel.
Quitting is always an easy option.

By sticking with our club and martial
arts, students have learnt far more than selfdefence.
They have learnt how to persevere in the
face of adversity.
On those days when they are tired or not
feeling well, their parents have made sure
their uniforms are cleaned and given them
the encouragement to attend training.
These are the days when you learn the
most.
Maybe you won’t perfect that block or
punch, but you will learn about inner strength
and endurance.
There are many qualities to be learnt
through any martial arts that develop
strengths to last a lifetime.
Those who continue to train to black belt
level represent two per cent of all students
who walked through the door – well done.
Our coloured belt grading was held on
Sunday November 28.
We hope that all students achieved their
next belt level.
For more information, please contact
avonvalleyshotokan@gmail.com
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Your locally owned real estate
Principal's Pen
Welcome to the December Edition
So we all survived the wettest winter that we have had
and now summer has arrived! The hills have all gone
brown, the paddocks are too, and its hot outside again.
So no more ﬁres and instead nights in front of the air
conditioner.
Don't we just love Toodyay.
State of the Market
The magic number is on the rise. Last week we were at
9582 listings. So nearly 1000 more properties on the
market since last month. Good news for buyers as there
is more choice but bad news for sellers as some of the
heat is oﬀ the market, so days on the market will also
expand.
However, we are still desperately short of listings in our
oﬃce so give us a call.

Talk to the agents with over 30 years of experience
in your local area, we can help you with Sales,
Property Management, Auctions and Clearing sales

CLEARING SALE
MERREDIN CAR AUCTION

Saturday 11th December 2021 – onsite auction starts 10.30am

Community News
Now is the time to support your local ﬁre brigade team.
With summer upon us they all need your support now.
There are 5 local brigades in Toodyay, Central, Julimar,
Coondle, Morangup and Bejoording.
They are all run by volunteers and provide all the
training and equipment AND they need your help. So
contact them now and join the teams. You'll be so glad
you did!
Inside the Ofﬁce
Well some sorting out inside the doors of the oﬃce is
still happening but so farJo - is now property management and loving it. She is
ﬂat out at Merredin moving tenants in and out and busy
in the oﬃce with Gracie. She is just a natural this girl.
Gracie - What a wonderful girl she is. Managing all the
Toodyay properties and BIG, BIG NEWS - (She is
pregnant!) but she will be here with us for a while yet.
So all good because we don't want to lose her, she's too
good at her job!
Sharon - If you want to see a busy girl then this is her!
She has been ﬂat out since being back selling not only
Toodyay but also Merredin houses. An unstoppable
powerhouse!
Andrew - Had a weekend oﬀ! Yes, can you believe it, he
actually had a fantastic weekend away with his beautiful
wife down in Fremantle and enjoyed some wining and
dining. Now that's what we all should do boys (are you
listening). But back at work ﬂat out as usual now.
Now - I know you have all been waiting for this bit!
That's why I left it to last.
Christie - Yes she is back with us again. Manning our
front reception desk and helping out the girls with PM
duties and sales enquiries and more! Welcome back
Christie!
Tony - Well the clearing sales have all been a great
success with very happy buyers and even happier
vendors. One to go! This year and then a break for
Christmas. The Merredin Car auction has had interest
from all over Australia. This will be a major event on
Saturday the 11th of December. See you there.
And Finally
From myself and all the staﬀ - to you and your
family, we wish you all the best for Christmas and
New Year.
Thank you to each and every one of you for your
support, friendship and business throughout 2021.
We simply couldn't be here without your support so
thank you!
Stay safe and enjoy the holidays and see you all
again next year.
Tony Maddox

Over 300 lots including Barn ﬁnds.
More information on our website www.asktonym.com.au

FOR SALE

Bargain
price

ONLY

$425,000

$245,000

177 Wandoo Circle Toodyay
3 bedroom x 1 bathroom home
plus a studio.

www.asktonym.com.au

FOR SALE

Telephone:

7 Arthur Street Toodyay
3 bedroom x 1 bathroom home
in town.

08 9574 2917

Toodyay Ofce: 100 Stirling Terrace, Toodyay 6566 - Merredin Ofce: 66 Barrack Street, Merredin 6415

