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‘Dictatorship’ claim at ambo inquiry
Sacked local ambulance chief 
says ‘toxic culture’ caused 
Toodyay volunteers to quit

Record-breaking Show brings smiles to delighted organisers

Michael Sinclair-Jones

SEVERAL Toodyay ambulance volunteers 
have resigned because of a “toxic culture” 
in St John Ambulance regional management 
and others are too afraid to speak out about it, 
a Perth parliamentary inquiry has been told.
 Former local St John Ambulance chair 
Charlie Wroth claimed under oath that 
WA’s privately run ambulance service was 
intolerant of criticism and had failed “in 
basic areas” of emergency service delivery.
 He described it as “more of a dictatorship”.
 Mr Wroth, who is also a Shire of Toodyay 
Fire Control Officer and volunteer firefighter,  
said the State Government should take over 
the running of WA ambulance operations, as 
with fire and emergency services.
 St John sacked Mr Wroth and expelled him 
from the organisation in 2019 after he “raised 
concerns about how volunteers are treated” 
at an emergency services forum organised 
by local WA Nationals MPs in Northam.
 His 39-year volunteer membership was 
cancelled and he was ordered to leave the 
ambulance depot and return his uniform.
 Mr Wroth had been awarded a St John 
Ambulance Cross for “outstanding service” 
by State Governor Kim Beazley at WA 
Government House seven months earlier.
 Local WA Nationals MP Shane Love told 
State Parliament that he was “shocked and 
dismayed” by the sacking.
 He said Mr Wroth had been dealt a “gut-
wrenching blow”.
 “St John needs to understand that there 
is a view among many volunteers across a 
number of districts that they are not valued 
and respected by St John,” he said.
 “They deserve respect, they deserve 
representation, they deserve better treatment 
than Mr Wroth has had.”
 St John officials declined at the time to 
answer Herald questions about Mr Wroth’s 
sacking after ordering him not to discuss it 
with anyone due to “privacy concerns”.
 They told local ambulance volunteers that 
Mr Wroth was ‘on holiday’.
 CEO Michelle Fyfe told MPs last month 
that St John’s was “open and transparent” 
but she declined to answer their questions 
publicly about why Mr Wroth was sacked.
 This was “in order to protect a number of 
people who came forward to us and who are 
concerned about a backlash”, she said.
 A St John spokesperson in Perth said later 
that ambulance volunteers were expected to 
abide by a code of conduct and that serious 
breaches could result in termination.
 The Herald reported in 2019 that Mr 
Wroth was sacked over claims that he made 
“inappropriate comments” at the Northam 
emergency services forum, “represented St 
John management in a negative manner” and 
made “disparaging remarks”, and “publicly 
undermined the community paramedic role”.
 A complaint by Northam officials  to Perth 
head office resulted in nine adverse findings.
 Mr Love said later that he and two other 
WA Nationals MPs at the 13-member closed 
forum did not hear Mr Wroth say anything 
derogatory or offensive.
 Continued on Page 8, Editorial Page 4.

Main Roads says ‘exploring options’ to 
save two 400-year-old trees from axe

Local resident Andrew St John with one of 
two 400-year-old trees facing destruction.

TWO 400-year-old Toodyay trees listed for 
destruction on a flora-designated road have 
become the latest battleground for local 
environmentalists seeking to limit damage 
to native vegetation in ongoing upgrades to 
Toodyay Road.
 The two large Powderbark Wandoos stand 
near the intersection of Toodyay Road and 
Salt Valley Road, about eight kilometres 
south of the Toodyay townsite.
 A Main Roads WA plan to re-align the 
intersection to make it safer for traffic 
includes axing the two trees.
 Environmentalists say the trees stand in an 
area popular with spring wildflower tourists 
for its abundance of Leschenaultia and red 
flowering pea bush.
 One of the trees (pictured) is estimated to 
be 420 years old and predates the arrival of 
Australia’s first European explorers at Cape 
York in Queensland in 1606 and at WA’s 
Shark Bay in 1616.
 A submission by Safe and Scenic Toodyay 
Roads group member Elaine Hall to last 
month’s Toodyay Shire Council meeting said 
the intersection could be re-aligned without 
destroying the two trees.
 Ms Hall said the area was a significant 

habitat for Black Cockatoos and Chuditch 
in a wheatbelt region that had undergone a 
high level of clearing.
 Continued on Page 5.

Race you to the front – bumpers cars prove an irresistible attraction for young and old in Sideshow Alley.

PERFECT sunny weather drew 5500 locals 
and visitors to last month’s long-awaited 
167th Toodyay Agricultural Show after 
last year’s Covid-19 lockdown forced its 
reluctant postponement.

 Local Agricultural Society President 
Alison Wroth said it was one of the best 
turn-outs she had ever seen.
  A highlight was a dramatic simulated 
rescue of two ‘injured’ car crash victims by 

Toodyay emergency service volunteers.
 Show exhibitor Tony Maddox said 
“anybody who’s not here is crazy”.
 More stories and pictures on Pages 6, 9, 
14 and 15.

Bush Poets 
State Championships

November 5 - 7
Toodyay Farmers Market

Sunday November 21
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Roger Simms

FAREWELL Stirling Hamilton, The Herald’s 
long-running erudite columnist, a child of the 
counterculture with a taste for audacity and 
Coopers Pale Ale.
 I will miss our journalistic chats – me as 
occasional stand-in editor of The Herald 
spotting bits in Stirling’s copy where I’d 
be inclined to dial down the cynicism and 
he with a look suggesting concern that I 
might not be an editor of the publish-and-
be-damned school.
 But our meetings were warm affairs, 
especially the one in his rustic abode 
where the pale ale flowed freely with his 
philosophy.
 Stirling was a good writer. There was an 
honesty in the way he expressed himself. 
And I found him a gentleman, open to editing 
suggestions and – like the conversational 
style of his column – a conversation with 
Stirling was a two-way affair. He was up for 
debate.
 You could learn a thing or two from Stirling 
about history, science and philosophy, enjoy 
his sense of humour, smile at his take on the 
world and sometimes reach a point where 
you would toss the paper aside and say: “For 
God’s sake Stirling, that’s enough.”
 I reckon he would have liked poetry. Any 
columnist penning lines such as “We are the 
embodiment of the spirit of wonder”(one 
of Stirling’s thoughts-on-science pieces, I 
remember) is bound to have a poetic feel 
for words, though in the same column he 
quickly recovered his cynical touch and I 
quote: “Matter is nothing but an illusion 
and everything is made of energy and this 
crystal that sits on my table is as alive as I 
am, simply growing much more slowly and 
will probably outlast me unless it pisses me 
off.”
 I raise the subject of poetry because WA 
bush poets will be in town this month for 
their championships on November 5 to 7 so 
get ready to push back the Akubra, recline on 
a straw bale and enjoy verse in the Lawson 
and Patterson style. More modern offerings 
are on offer too.
 Firing up my own interest in poetry of 
late is a fine old book that has come into 
my hands, a gift from departing Julimar 
neighbours Tim and Jan Walker, who have 
decamped to Capel.
 It’s an anthology of English verse, Other 
Men’s Flowers, compiled by British Field 
Marshal A P Wavell, a life-long lover 
of poetry who worked on the book as a 
way, he said, of freeing up his mind while 
commanding military campaigns in the 
Middle East during World War II.
 The title is taken from a quotation by the 
French philosopher Montaigne: “I have 
gathered a garland of other men’s flowers 
and nothing is mine but the cord that binds 
them.”
 A clue to its contents: Who among those 
of us who went to primary school in WA in 
the 1940s and ’50s would not remember this 
line:
 “I must go down to the sea again, to the 
lonely sea and the sky . . .”
 Yes, of course, it’s the beginning of 
English Poet Laureate John Masefield’s Sea 
Fever, compulsory learning for kids at East 

Poetic legacy
Northam Primary School in my day. Reading 
it again swept me back to Standard Six and 
our teacher Mr Yelland explaining metaphor 
with a line from Alfred Noyes’ poem The 
Highwayman: “The road was a ribbon of 
moonlight over the purple moor . . .”
 Other offerings bound to stir classroom 
memories among seniors are The Listeners, 
by Walter de la Mare, Requiem, by Christina 
Rossetti, Tarentella, by Hilaire Belloc, 
Cargoes, another by John Masefield and, of 
course, Rudyard Kipling’s hackneyed and 
much maligned masterpiece If: “If you can 
keep your head when all about are losing 
theirs and blaming it on you,” etc.
 Even in Wavell’s time the poem was widely 
parodied. He quotes one version: “If you 
can keep your girl when all about are losing 
theirs . . .”
 Among bush ballad verse are poems by 
Adam Lindsay Gordon, the steeplechase 
rider who came to Australia from Britain as 
a 20 year old in 1853 to escape what he said 
himself was the snare of dissipation.
 Humbug, he said, was another reason he 
was quitting the Old Country, an attitude 
I dare say would have endeared him to 
Stirling, had the latter been penning a column 
in colonial times. Wavell describes Gordon 
as the best of poets who “wrote from the 
saddle”.
 Gordon tried his hand at a range of jobs 
in his new home. In his racing career in 
South Australia and Victoria he was to earn 
a reputation as a fearless, even reckless, 
rider. But he also spent time as a policeman, 
politician and horse-breaker – and he could 
box.
 He invested in land in WA and in 1866 
landed at Bunbury with 5000 sheep. But he 
lost a third of his flock within a few months 
and had to return to Adelaide.
 In between time he was writing poetry 
and prose, and in 1867 his first two volumes 
of poetry were published. They won him 
a devoted following and in later years he 
became known as the father of the bush 
ballad.
 But Gordon was dogged by poor 
investments, financial pressure and 
increasing bouts of depression, brought on 
at least in part by riding accidents.
 In 1868 he learnt that he had lost the claim 
to his family’s estate, Essleton, in Scotland. It 
led to further depression and two years later, 
a day after his well-received Bush Ballads 
and Galloping Rhymes was published, he 
went to a beach and shot himself.
 Wavell includes two of Gordon’s best-
known poems in his anthology, The Risks of 
the Game and How We Beat the Favourite.
 But my favourite is a short entry, Man’s 
Testament, the last four lines of which read:

“Life is mostly froth and bubble,
“Two things stand like stone,
“Kindness in another’s trouble,
“Courage in your own.”

 Yes, it’s old-fashioned verse, but, for my 
money, still damned good.
 For an anthology of Australian poetry 
may I recommend One Hundred Australian 
Poems You Need To Know, edited by Jamie 
Grant and published by Hardie Grant Books. 
It’s an enjoyable mix of some of the oldest 
Aussie poems (back to 1839), and some of 
the newest.
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Ieva Tomsons

SUMMER’S coming and  Toodyay 
Recreation Centre venue manager Beck 
Foulkes-Taylor is in her element – water.
 Beck was two years old when she ditched 
her floaties and jumped into the family’s pool 
on Tardie Station in the Murchison.
 “I sunk to the bottom like a stone and was 
pulled out by my older sister,” laughs Beck.
 In the mid-70s the family relocated to a 
810ha property in Bindoon and Beck became 
one of only 60 students in the local primary 
school.
 “There were two girls and five boys in our 
combined Year 5, 6 and 7 class so when I 
became a boarder at St Hilda’s (in Perth) it 
was a big adjustment.”
 Losing the freedom of mustering sheep 
on horseback and riding motorbikes, Beck 
knuckled down to the regime of boarding 
school and found her outlet in sport.
 As a natural swimmer, who could match 
it with the city kids, she had received no 
early training in technique and learned how 
to tumble-turn only when she was preparing 
for an event in Sydney.
 Beck had set her sights on becoming a 
Physical Education (PE) teacher but swim 
squad training commitments cut into study 
time and she missed getting into university 
by “a few points”.
 Taking a year off she spent a few months 
in the US with her godmother’s family in 
Pennsylvania before returning to Perth where 
she was constantly asked what she was going 
to do.
 She settled on a stenographer’s course and 
ended up a Girl Friday at paint company 
ICI Dulux where she stayed for almost four 
years.
 “It was all the jobs that others didn’t want 
to do,” laughs Beck who worked her way 
into customer service.
 Beck also started studying part-time for 
a TAFE Business Diploma which led to 
graduating from Edith Cowan University 
with a Bachelor of Business in marketing 
and international business.
 “International business was interesting but 
hard, and part of the course was spending 
six weeks with a local family in Jogjakarta 
in Java.
 “It was an eye-opener, fascinating and 
confronting. The cats were skinny and there 
was a lot of poverty.”
 With high hopes of using her degree in 
London she set off to join her younger 
sister but managed only to secure low-paid 
temporary jobs during her two years in 
England.
 “In those days I chose not to eat much and 
survived on tea. I was five foot ten (1.8m) 
and weighed under 60kg so I think I was 
bordering on being unhealthy.”
 Her appetite returned when she came back 
to Perth and for the next three years she 
worked as a marketing officer for United 
Farmers Co-operative where her future 
husband Jason Brady was an agronomist.
 They became an item at the Dowerin Field 
Days in 2000 and married a year or so later.
 A short stint as a wine rep made Beck 
realise she wasn’t cut out for high-pressure 
sales.
 “I wasn’t much of a salesperson because 
I can’t force people into buying things they 
don’t want.”
 She returned to secretarial work and 
took a year off after the birth of their 
daughter Fenella in 2007 but soon looked 
for something else to do.
 The next phase of Beck’s career was 
managing shopping centres, first Fremantle 
Woolstores Shopping Centre and, soon after, 
the Broome Boulevard retail complex.
 “You’d get midnight calls for emergencies 
such as a fire in the roof and the malfunctioning 
fire alarm made me really run to turn it off to 
avoid evacuating the centre.”
 Beck’s biological clock was ticking and 
her gynaecologist advised her to put on more 
weight or “it wouldn’t happen”.
 Two weeks after her 40th birthday Beck 
gave birth to daughter Emmeline in Perth and 
returned to Kununurra to join Jason who had 
taken over managing his uncle’s pest control 
business.
 “Kununurra was isolating but Fenella was 
very adaptable and I soon met more people 
and started inquiring about swimming 
lessons.
 “There weren’t any, so I flew to Darwin to 
do an Austswim course and started teaching 
the shire’s swimming program which I 
helped develop.”
 When Fenella took up gymnastics Beck 
completed a gymnastics coaching course 

Sheep station girl back in her element

in Perth. In a roundabout way she was 
becoming the PE teacher that she wanted to 
be when she was still at school.
 The family spent almost five years in 
Kununurra with Beck teaching swimming 
and gymnastics and working at the shire’s 
infrastructure department with “a team of 
great men”. 
 On their return to Perth in 2015 they settled 
on Beck’s family farm in Bindoon where her 
mother had established 60ha of wildflowers 
which are sold to international contacts and 
wholesalers.
 “Plantation Wildflowers is a family 
business and we all help out with cutting, 
picking and packing up to 3000 bunches on 
some weeks during the season.”

Toodyay Recreation Centre Manager Beck Foulkes-Taylor aims to do a 10km pool swim.
 She doesn’t like picking in the rain but 
enjoys putting on her earphones and cutting 
wood with a chainsaw while listening to 
music.
 “It’s relaxing. I blew up the small chainsaw 
Jason gave me for Christmas one year, so 
I’ve invested in a Farm Boss which does the 
trick.”
 Beck was working in the Gingin Shire’s 
planning department when she heard about 
staffing problems at the local aquatic centre.
 “I was learning a lot at the shire but wanted 
to be outdoors again, so I was lucky to get 
the job of assistant duty manager. Long-term 
manager Fran Haenni taught me a lot about 
running the plant room and the ins and outs 
of the filtration system.”

 Beck started coaching the Gingin Super 
Seals swim squad, which she still coaches, 
and started building up her coaching 
accreditation.
 In 2020 Jason spotted an advertisement 
for the Toodyay Recreation Centre venue 
manager’s position and Beck got the job.
 “It really is a hidden gem and I couldn’t 
believe the facility as a whole.”
 It’s Beck’s second year managing the 
centre and she is building up locally-based 
staff and introducing more programs and 
community activities to ensure the venue’s 
viability.
 “We’re even selling bathers now.”
 A local swim squad is now underway 
with more than 15 children and adults 
participating in the fun and fitness sessions 
at Toodyay’s new pool.
 “I like teaching but I love coaching and the 
Toodyay Torpedos (swim squad) is another 
avenue for me to encourage kids and adults 
in my passion for swimming.”
 In February this year she threw her hat 
in the ring for an extraordinary election at 
Chittering Shire and was elected.
 “My six months on council  were 
challenging with a lot of reading which I 
did at night. I feel I contributed a bit to the 
long-term plan for the shire.”
 Beck was “just finding her feet” on council 
but missed out on being re-elected in last 
month’s hotly contested Chittering poll.
 With more time on her hands she might get 
around to swimming 10km in a pool – a feat 
she is yet to achieve.
 “I’ve swum the Port to Pub from Leighton 
Beach to Rottnest as a duo but I haven’t done 
10km in a pool.”
 If Beck swims the punishing 10km in 
Toodyay’s 50m pool she will complete a 
dizzying 200 tumble-turns.
 There’s no doubt that if she sets her sights 
on the marathon swim she’ll do it, after all 
it’s ‘only’ a couple of kilometres more than 
what she already swims.

Toodyay artist Despina Weston with materials for the multi-artform community project.

Magpie’s Nest offers 
community art feast

TOODYAY art therapist Despina Weston has 
joined local soprano Emma Pettemerides in a 
community project to bring a ‘multi-artform’ 
concert performance to Toodyay on March 
11-12 next year.
 The View From The Magpie’s Nest project 
includes a partnership with the Toodyay 
Community Resources Centre (TCRC) and 
a $1000 donation by the Toodyay Op Shop.
 Creative workshops were held last month, 
with two more planned early next year.
 They aim to “develop skills and ideas 
through story-telling, singing, movement 
and visual arts”.
 Workshop participants use simple materials 
(pictured right) gathered by Ms Weston and 
fellow artist Lee Brooks to be “interpreted 
and transformed into personal creative 
expressions”.
 For more information call 9574 5357. 
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The Toodyay Herald invites you to have 
your say in our letters page. Please 
email us at news@toodyayherald.com.au 
with your full name, address and phone 
number. Letters that are short, sharp and 
to the point about topical local issues are 
preferred. The Herald reserves the right 
to edit letters for length, grammar and 
punctuation.

LETTERS

The way we were – A five-horse team driven by W Jarrett pulls a Sunshine Stripper Harvester in January 1938. Canberra’s Australian 
National Museum records that a total of 2161 Sunshine Stripper Harvesters were built in Melbourne in 1911 and represented the cutting 
edge of new farming technology. It was Australia’s first successful combine harvester and could strip, thresh, winnow and bag grain in 
one operation, drastically reducing the number of people needed to harvest a crop. Photo: Newcastle Gaol Museum.

All Sorts wow fans
AS A Toodyay resident I was delighted to 
listen to the All Sorts group recently at the 
Toodyay Club.
 They are an enthusiastic group of local 
musicians who gave us a very entertaining 
performance as part of a musical evening.
 There is a lot of talent in town and it is great 
that the Toodyay Club is supporting them by 
providing a venue where they can develop 
their skills.
 The singer in this group is a very talented 
lady whom we have all met in her various 
roles in town.
 Add her bubbly enthusiasm to a group of 
talented guitarists and drummer and we get 
real live music to enjoy.
 Watch out for the next concert at the club 
and come along and enjoy something special 
with local talent.

Anne Barr
Majestic Heights

Shop local is best
I RECENTLY decided to treat myself 
to a new ride-on mower and as I had a 
Victa before, I went down the same path.
  Although I went on-line and received two 
quotes from major suppliers, my policy is to 
support local businesses as much as I can so 
I went and visited Alan Renner at Toodyay 
Garden and Outdoor Centre.
 Alan not only beat the quotes, removed the 
dead mower, delivered the new bright-red 
Victa – red goes faster – but he also checked 
all the controls etc..
 When I hit a hidden boulder and could not 
raise or lower the cutting bed, Alan came 
out after work and in no time saw what the 
problem was and fixed it on the spot.
 Old-fashioned service like this is hard to 
find, so a big thank you to Alan.
 Let’s all shop local whenever we can.

Brian Dawes
West Toodyay

How ‘The Duck’ was named
IT WAS great to see Dave ‘The Duck’ King’s 
story in last month’s Herald.
 Dave was living at our business premises 
at Extracts when he came up with the idea 
to call his handyman business The Duck 
Corporation.
 He was watching TV with my late son 
Robert Ferguson when an advertisement 
about the cleaning product Toilet Duck came 
on.
 He said to Robert: “That’s what I’m going 
to call my business The Duck Corporation.
 “There is no job too tough for The Duck 
and I can duck in here and there.”

Please simplify rates
MY UNDERSTANDING of recent Toodyay 
Shire Council announcements was that rate 
increases were to be of the order of five per 
cent.
 I obviously wrongly assumed that all rates 
payable would simply be increased by five 
per cent on what we each paid last year.
 Due to apparent manipulations which I 
cannot follow even with degrees in two 
mathematical subjects, my rates increased 
by seven per cent.
 This amount, however, is small compared 
with a near neighbour whose increase was 
more than 17 per cent.
 Did the council mean that they were 
seeking an increase of five per cent in rate 
revenue rather than individual increases of 
five per cent?
 I appeal to the council to tell us the whole 
story in simple terms rather than try to 
hide the unpleasant truth behind general 
statements.
 Did anyone have increases of less than five 
per cent to compensate for those that were 
well over this amount?

Richard Wilkinson
Coondle

Fleece beanie raises $500
LAST month’s Toodyay Agricultural Show 
included a shearing demonstration from 
which Toodyay Spinners members raised 
funds by turning raw wool into yarn.
 They took wool from the first fleece shorn 
on the day and spun it in Parker’s Cottage.
 Knitters turned the freshly spun yarn into a 
raw wool beanie for auction later in the day 
as a fundraiser for the Toodyay Spinners and 
Toodyay Agricultural Society.
 The at tract ive beanie drew some 
enthusiastic bidding at the auction and sold 
to a representative of Northam’s soon-to-be-
opened Spudshed for the sum of $500.
 The money was split between the 
agricultural society and the spinners, with 
both groups most appreciative of the support 
from Spudshed.

Wayne Fletcher
Toodyay

Window support applauded
LAST month awareness was raised about 
breast cancer, a disease that is prevalent not 
only in women but also men.
 Our local Toodyay Op Shop window 
display recognised the importance of the 
issue and the ladies who dressed the window 
showed great empathy towards those who 
have been affected.
 Locals and visitors who viewed the 
window in the Op Shop were overjoyed 
that Toodyay was recognising breast cancer 
awareness and that its residents wanted to 
share the sentiment.
 Congratulations to those ladies for having 
Breast Cancer WA acknowledge your efforts.

Di Roberts
Toodyay

Technology a friend of mine likes to own,
Among his collection is an expensive 
drone,
This year he decided to film the Avon 
Descent,
Capturing spectacular footage as up river 
he went,
He said, let me photograph your place 
from on high,
Soon the drone was nothing but a speck in 
the sky,
The operator was swearing and greatly 
feared,
For over the horizon like a bird it 
disappeared,
No response to the call to come on home,
A fruitless search followed for this lost 
drone,
The weeks rolled by and resigned was the 
owner,
On eBay he even advertised the controller,
Then one morning a call came through,
We found a drone and on it is a picture of 
you!
This to me almost seemed too unlikely to 
be real,
Only a metre had separated it from a 
tractor wheel,
Beyond the forest and in a paddock it was 
found,
The crop cushioning its meeting with the 
ground,
The grateful owner didn’t know what to 
say,
My response to him, “only in Toodyay”

Greg Warburton
Toodyay.

Only in Toodyay

For whom the bell tolls
MY SINCEREST thanks to The Herald for 
the lovely obituary and to all of Stirling’s 
friends and family who created and attended 
his heart-warming memorial service in 
Toodyay last month.
 It was a night filled with love, laughter and 
music – memories to be cherished forever.
 I’m sure Stirling would like the following 
quote:
 No man is an Island, entire of itself;
 Every man is a piece of the Continent, a 
part of the main …
 Any man’s death diminishes me, because I 
am involved in Mankind;
 And therefore, never send to know for 
whom the bell tolls;
 It tolls for thee.
 – John Donne, English clergyman and poet 
(1572-1631) Meditation XV.

Susan Burley
Coondle

 Dave has helped so many people and we 
were pleased to give him a place to stay when 
he needed it.

Charlie Ferguson
Toodyay

S A C K E D  To o d y a y  a m b u l a n c e 
chair  Charlie Wroth’s evidence to 
a parliamentary inquiry into WA’s 
ambulance service raises matters of 
serious concern for local public health 
and community safety.
 It is two years since the former Toodyay 
shire president and current volunteer 
Fire Control Officer’s shock sacking 
by St John Ambulance officials after he 
“raised concerns about how volunteers are 
treated” at a closed emergency services 
forum in Northam in November 2019.
 Other key members at the forum – 
including three WA Nationals MPs – said 
Mr Wroth did not say anything about St 
John’s that could have offended anyone.
 But ambulance officials in Northam  
disagreed and Perth bosses sacked him.
 Local WA Nationals MP Shane Love  
told State Parliament he was “shocked 
and dismayed” by Mr Wroth’s treatment.
 It was a “gut-wrenching blow,” he said.
 Mr Wroth pulled no punches when he 
gave public evidence under oath to a 
seemingly sympathetic inquiry hearing 
at WA Parliament House.
 He appeared to receive cross-party 
support from State Government and 
Opposition MPs and was thanked at the 
end for “your service to our community”.
 St Johns told the inquiry next day that 
it would not discuss Mr Wroth’s sacking 
in public in order to protect others.
 It responded to Herald questions with a 
a brief statement about the organisation’s 
code of conduct and said “serious 
breaches” could result in termination.
 The Northam forum was a closed 
meeting of three WA Nationals MPs and 10 
local emergency services representatives. 
 They included Shire of Toodyay Chief 
Bushfire Control Officer Craig Stewart, 
who said he did not hear Mr Wroth say 
anything derogatory or offensive about 
St John Ambulance service.
 It is no secret that tensions existed 
between Toodyay ambulance volunteers 
and paid officials in Northam long before 
Mr Wroth was sacked.
 Local volunteers say officials in Northam 
and Perth control how everything is done 
but pay nothing towards locally funded  
costs such as building the ambulance 
depot, paying shire rates and buying 
ambulances and life-saving equipment 
such as heart defibrillators and everyday  
necessities such as bandages and uniforms.
 Claims that several experienced 
volunteers resigned “as a direct result” of 
Mr Wroth’s sacking and others throughout 
the state are said to be too afraid to speak 
out suggests that something may be 
seriously amiss inside WA’s privately 
managed ambulance service.
 Politics must be set aside to ensure this 
is fixed quickly before it costs lives.

Michael Sinclair-Jones
Editor

Alarming claims
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New planning scheme on hold, rates explained

LAST month’s Ordinary Council Meeting 
marked an important moment for the Shire 
of Toodyay and its long-awaited Draft Local 
Planning Scheme No. 5.
 After much deliberation Council has 
decided to defer the draft Local Planning 
Scheme No. 5 for the immediate future to 
allow a mid-life review of its Local Planning 
Strategy.
 The reason is because a Local Planning 
Strategy is the primary strategic framework 
that the Shire of Toodyay uses to put into 
action (in a land use planning context) the 
key objectives and strategies identified in the 
Strategic Community Plan.
 It relies on participation from the 
community as well as statistical data to set 
a long-term strategy for how land use is to 
be planned for in the future. 
 Importantly, it is the informing document 
to guide the preparation and drafting of a 
Local Planning Scheme, Local Planning 
Policies and Guidelines.
 This represents a wonderful opportunity for 
the community and the Shire to collaborate 
and ensure we have a good strategy that truly 

reflects our changing economic, social and 
environmental conditions and community 
attitudes.
 It was important to review its strategy 
before releasing a new scheme. 
 Rates have raised some concerns and 
confusion. I appreciate I may not have 

made the distinction between overall and 
individual rate increase clearer in last 
month’s Herald and apologise.
 The Shire has applied a five per cent 
increase to the total rates revenue to be raised 
on the 2020/2021 budget – approximately 
$328,000.
 The rates were calculated from the 
budgeted amount, not the vastly reduced 
rates that were received in 2020/2021.
 Each differential category contributes a 
proportion to the overall rates to be raised.
 Rating is complex.
 Differences in valuations, numbers 
o f  p roper t i e s  in  a  ca tegory,  new 
builds, demolitions, subdivisions, title 
amalgamations and minimum rates all 
impact the rate in the dollar.
 The rate in the dollar in each category is 
used to adjust the category’s contribution to 
ensure the proportion to the rates to be raised 
stays the same if changes occur.

 What happened in UV General is that the 
rates in the dollar had been frozen for all 
categories in 2020/21 because of Covid-19. 
The 2019/2020 and 2020/2021 rates should 
have been the same.
 However, in 2020/2021 Unimproved 
Valuation (UV) General  properties 
experienced a significant drop in Landgate 
valuations.
 The rate in the dollar in UV General should 
have been adjusted to ensure that the rates 
were frozen at the 2019/2020 level – but that 
didn’t happen. UV General properties rates 
went down. 
 This year, we first had to adjust the 
UV General rates to the 2019/2020 and 
2021/2022 level and then apply the increase 
to meet the five per cent overall rates revenue 
contribution.
 As a result, despite the apparent large jump 
this year, most UV General properties rates 
are actually less or similar to 2019/20 rates.
 As an example, my own UV General rates 
increased 17.7 per cent from last year. Last 
year my rates dropped by 21.6 per cent 
($584.00) although other rate categories 
were frozen.
 If I calculate my rate increase from 
2019/2020 to 2021/2022, my rates have 
actually decreased by 7.6 per cent and are 
$207.26 lower than in 2019/2020.
 We are aware of difficulties rates cause in 
the community and will consider if there is 
a better approach before the next budget.
 To explain why; at the Special Meeting of 
Council to adopt the budget, four per cent 
and 4.5 per cent rate increase options were 
proposed but not taken, even when an error 
was discovered and an extra $70,000 was 
available.
 The reason was at five per cent there was 
a very small surplus ($10,000) and even 
with $80,000, the Shire had extensive road 
network damage, residents were requesting 
repairs and upgrades, we were under-
resourced, supply costs were climbing and 
our reserves were low. 
 The decision was to be cautious and retain 
the surplus.

Toodyay’s newly elected shire council at its first meeting last month (Cr Ben Bell absent) with 
(foreground, from left) new Crs Danielle Wrench, Charmeine Duri and Steve McCormick.

Continued from Page 1.
“IT IS unacceptable that such an emphatic 
statement as the Powderbark Wandoos at the 
beginning of the flora-designated road should 
be demolished when there is an alternative,” 
Ms Hall said.
 Acting Shire Planning and Development 
Manager Hugo de Vos told last month’s 
council meeting that there was no dispute 
about the need to upgrade Toodyay Road.
 “The Shire of Toodyay has no decision-
making authority in this case,” Mr de Voss 
said.
 The work was being funded by Main Roads 
WA.
 Local and State Government members had 
undertaken “significant” advocacy to “to take 
advantage of available funding to complete 
projects to the benefit of the community”.
 Mr de Voss said ongoing opposition to the 
proposed works could result in Main Roads 
WA reconsidering the scope and “possible 
loss of funding for these works”.
 Main Roads WA had to consider its own 
budgets and “ideally will develop a project 
which is addressing the environmental, 
economic and social elements of sustainable 
development”.
 “Too often, however, the outcome is not a 
balanced one and it is the environment that 
makes way for a more dominant focus on 
economic and social impacts,” he said.
 “The cost that the community bears is 
the loss of important environmental assets 
which, in the case of a 420-year-old tree, 
cannot be replaced quickly through the usual 
environmental offset process.
 “Is there a better way that does not involve 
the loss of this vegetation?

 “There may, or there may not be.”
 Mr De Voss said the shire’s Environmental 
Advisory Committee had recommended that 
“further conversation” was needed.
 “Importantly, it is a strong message that 
the council is giving to its community that  
it supports the environment and that this is 
a major part of who we are and what we 
stand for, and also that it is listening to the 
community and using its powers of advocacy 
to obtain better outcomes.”
 The council voted 7-1 (Cr Susan Pearce 
against and Shire President Rosemary 
Madacsi on sick leave) to note Ms Hall’s 
submission and write to the WA Department 
of Water and Environmental Regulation 
“requesting further dialogue occurs about the 
planning to achieve an outcome balancing the 
preservation of natural assets with budget and 
design constraints”.
 Main Roads WA said it had examined six 
design options for upgrading the Salt Valley 
Road intersection.
 The final selection was based on 
“environmental, engineering and safety 
considerations”.
 “The selected option results in reduced 
overall clearing of native vegetation, large 
habitat trees, Black Cockatoo foraging habitat 
and priority flora species compared to other 
options,” a spokesperson said.
 “These comparisons were presented to the 
Project Community Reference Group which 
endorsed the preferred alignment.
 “Main Roads is continuing to refine the 
road designs and is exploring options to avoid 
the two Powderbark Wandoo trees at the 
intersection while ensuring safety objectives 
and environmental approvals are met.”

Activists fight to save 
two 400-year-old trees
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Computer Safety
Phil Hart

AS WITH all technologies, social media 
can be used both for good and for harm.
 Online trolls use social media to cause 
harm to others by writing provocative 
comments that cause fear and anger in 
other people.
 They write things that are demonstrably 
false and refuse to defend themselves 
when challenged.
 Trolls can falsely accuse those who ask 
legitimate questions.
 They claim to uphold laudable standards 
but do precisely the opposite and then deny 
that what they are doing is the opposite.
 Trolls may also frighten others with 
groundless threats of legal action, knowing 
that their victims do not have the financial 
resources to challenge them in court.
 Whatever situation they are writing 
about, they will always find fault with 
other people’s decisions and actions.
 Trolls portray themselves as being angry 
at everybody else’s perceived failings 
while they themselves are perfect.
 Some trolls enjoy making other people 
suffer because it makes them feel good 
about themselves.
 Any attempt to make trolls take stock of 
themselves is highly unlikely to succeed.
 There are a number of ways that trolls 
can be controlled but this depends on the 
circumstances – see bit.ly/3CvocBc.
 The ultimate deterrent is to ignore trolls, 
regardless of how provocative they are 
being.
 By ignoring trolls you deny them their 
moment of perverse joy at having upset 
you.
 Happy surfing.

SaferToodyay
Desraé Clarke

THE SAFE and Found Program is a WA 
Police Force initiative partnering with the 
Australian Medic Alert Foundation.
 There are frequent reports of people 
becoming confused about their whereabouts 
with family or carers reporting to the police 
missing people.
 This may include children with diagnosed 
medical problem, or more mature folk 
wandering and becoming lost.
 The Safe and Found Program membership 
requires a Lost Person Behaviour Profile 
together with a recent photo which is stored 
on the police data base for reference when a 
person is reported missing.
 A Safe and Sound ID bracelet contains 
engraved details and a personal identification 
number which can be given to police.
 More information on the program can 
be obtained by phoning 1800 88 22 22 or 
checking the safeandsound.org.au web site.
 If there appears to be a suspicious situation 
that requires investigation call Crimestoppers 
on 1800 333 000 or visit crimestoppers.com.
au/ or ring the police, 131 444.
 Graffiti can be reported to 1800 442 255 
or goodbyegraffiti.wa.gov.au/.

Loaned car seized for 28 days after burnouts False claims 
form trolls’ 

stock in trade

HOON driving in a borrowed Holden 
Commodore has put a young driver off 
the road for six months and cost the owner 
hundreds of dollars when the vehicle 
was seized by local police and towed to 
Northam for 28 days’ impoundment.
 The 19-year-old driver was located near 
the scene, he was arrested and charged 
with reckless driving following a witnesses 
report of high-speed burnouts (pictured 
right) being done on a straight stretch of 
Coondle West Road.
 Toodyay officers visited the home of the 
vehicle’s registered owner the next day 
and served a notice for the vehicle to be 
surrendered to police within 28 days.
 When the notice expired with no 
surrender of the vehicle, police returned 
to the owner’s home with a tow truck and 
had the vehicle removed to Northam where 
it was impounded for the 28 days.
 WA traffic law describes reckless driving 
as driving in a manner – including doing 
burnouts – that is inherently dangerous.
 Penalties include at least six months’ 
mandatory suspension from driving and 
up to nine months’ jail for first offenders.
 The Commodore owner faced costs 
totalling hundreds of dollars for tow truck 
fees and 28 days’ storage in a locked 
commercial yard. Due to the vehicles 
condition a work order/compliance notice 
was also issued.
 Work is needed before the vehicle can be  
allowed back on the road.

180km/h P-plater on camera
A SECOND 19-year-old Toodyay driver 
who was allegedly caught doing 180km/h in 
a 90km/h zone on Roe Highway in Midland 
was also charged with reckless driving and 
had his car seized by police.
 The P-plate (probationary) driver has yet 
to face court and faces having his licence 
cancelled.
 The alleged offence in a black SS 
Commodore ute powered by a V8 engine 
was detected by a roadside speed camera.
 Details were sent to Toodyay police who 
identified and interviewed the driver,  
 He was charged with reckless driving and 
his ute was impounded for 28 days.
 Reckless driving includes travelling at least 
45km/h above the speed limit or doing more 

Police drone image of burn-outs that caused a borrowed car to be impounded for 28 days.
than 155km/h at any time.
 Licence cancellation means a person must 
sit and pass a fresh driving test after serving 
a mandatory suspension penalty of at least 
six-months’ for reckless driving.

137km/h at busy rail crossing
A THIRD reckless driver doing 137km/h in 
80km/h zone on the Northam-Toodyay Road 
was caught by police radar during an early 
afternoon traffic patrol.
 The offence occurred at the busy east-
west standard gauge rail crossing which is 
controlled by boom gates.
 The 29-year-old driver also tested positive 
for methamphetamine and had his vehicle 
confiscated on the spot for 28 days.

Six positive, three over limit
TWO women in their 50s and a 28-year-old 
man were stopped for drink driving offences 
in three separate local incidents last month.
 All three were caught in the Toodyay 
townsite during early evening breath tests.
 A 58-year-old woman tested positive with 

a blood alcohol content of 0.08 per cent, a 
53-year woman tested positive with .05 and 
the man’s reading was 0.051.
 Three other motorists returned positive 
results of 0.05 per cent or more when stopped 
for roadside breath tests but were found to be 
just under the legal limit after further tests at 
the Toodyay Police Station produced lower 
readings.
 A person’s blood alcohol content continues 
to rise for about two hours after a last drink, 
then falls at the same rate. In theory  blood 
alcohol takes four hours to return to the same 
level as after a last drink.
 A person who had their last drink after 
midnight may still be over the limit if they 
drive to work next day, depending on how 
much they drank the previous night.
 The recent increase in drink and reckless 
driving is a concern as we approach next 
month’s school holidays and the Christmas/
New Year festive season.
 Reckless driving, excessive speed and 
drink/drug driving put everyone’s lives at 
risk and makes our job much harder.
 Take it from me, no-one wants to see 
people killed or injured on our roads, or 
police having to knock on people’s doors to 
tell them a loved one is dead or in hospital.
 Everyone has a role to play in helping to 
keep our community safe from harm, and 
road safety is a key part of that job.
 To  repor t  inc iden ts  –  inc lud ing 
anonymously – please contact Toodyay 
police on 9574 9555 or call WA Crime 
Stoppers on 1800 333 000.

Bracelet trackers

Where’s Wally?

Fans of the popular British children’s puzzle 
book Where’s Wally? will have spotted the 
ubiquitous comic character in the crowd at 
last month’s Toodyay Agricultural Show.  
Where’s Wally has appeared in more than 73 
million books in 50 countries and his antics 
have been translated into 26 languages.

Cryptocurrency forum
FANS of crypto currencies such a bitcoin 
are invited to register for the Builders and 
Hodlers Forum at the Toodyay Community 
Resource Centre in Stirling Terrace.
 Sessions will be held at 10am on Saturday 
November 27 and at 1pm next day.
  For further information visit eventbrite. 
sg/e/inaugural-buidlers-and-hodlers-crypto 
asset-blockchain-forum-tickets/.
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EMERGENCY SERVICES

St John Toodyay Sub-Centre
Pam Tennant

THE ST John Community Transport service 
(CTS) has been keeping our volunteer drivers 
busy over the past few months.
 In the almost three years since its introduction 
the vehicle has travelled almost 100,000km taking 
local residents to medical appointments locally 
and further afield.
 If you, or any of your friends and relatives, 
need to get to appointments in Toodyay, Northam, 
Midland, Perth or elsewhere, please call our CTS 
coordinator Sandra on 0418 918 192 and she will 

Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade 
Coondle-Nunile
Max J Heath

THE FIRE season is nearly upon us.
 Some people have been complaining 
that the burning season should have been 
extended.
 We say a big “no” to this.  When the 
burning season has been extended in the past 
it was a real problem as a lot thought they 
could burn without care and then volunteers, 
who have jobs and businesses, have to down 
tools and go firefighting.
 When a permit is required the holder is 
made more responsible and the burn has to 
be extinguished properly by midnight.
 Some are still careless enough to let these 
burns escape but some, for sure, are purely 
accidental.
 Nonetheless the poor volunteers are called 
away from their occupation to handle the 
situation and a lot of the time it creates 
financial pain.
 By now your firebreaks should be done and 
your residence and sheds should be well and 
truly cleared around. Just remember that this 
can affect your insurance in the event of a 
fire damaging your property even if it didn’t 
start on your property.
 There have already been call-outs to fires 
which have gotten away.
 There was a good roll up to the October 
meeting even though it was on Show night.
 T h e  c a p t a i n ’s  r e p o r t  w a s  v e r y 
comprehensive with probably the main item 
being captain Nick’s announcement that this 
would be his last year heading up the brigade 
and someone new needed to take the reins of 

Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade 
Toodyay Central
Peter Brennan

JUST a reminder that the brigade will be 
holding an Open Day from 9am to 2pm 
on Sunday November 7 at the Co-located 
Emergency Facility.
 Department of Fire and Emergency 
Services Commissioner Darren Klemm 
AFSM will be visiting to present service 
medals to past and present brigade members.
 All are welcome to come down, see who 
and where we are, have a look over the 
equipment and talk to our team members 
about being a volunteer or about fire plans.
 The prohibited ‘no burning’ season began 
at the start of this month so by now firebreaks 
should be in place and properties cleared in 
preparation for the coming hot summer.
 You will have noticed that the shire staff 
have included some valuable information 
in with your rates notices concerning fire- 
breaks as well as planning for a fire.
 We strongly encourage all households 
to take the time to read the information 
provided and in particular, hold a family 
five-minute chat.
 You can’t outrun or outlast a bush fire. To 
survive, you must be prepared to make your 
own decisions and not rely on someone else 
to tell you what to do.
 Every summer our brigade members turn 
out across the state to real examples of just 

You can’t outrun or outlast a bush fire

Toodyay Central firetruck surrounded by a life-saving shield of water.

The outer rim of the red line represents the edge of the fire at 2pm. Each coloured line that 
follows outwards represents the fire edge in one-hour increments after 2pm.

how fast fires move.
 Your best chance of surviving a bushfire is 
to plan what you would do if one came your 

way and have a backup plan if you intend to 
defend your property.
 The map (pictured) is taken from the Fire 

Emergency Services Association’s  report 
on the investigation of house losses in the 
Toodyay bushfire on 29 December 2009 and 
gives a good insight into how quickly the fire 
spread.
 The first call to 000 was at 12.57pm 
followed by the issuing of a ‘watch and act’ 
to the community. At 1.30pm an ‘emergency 
warning’ was issued following advice from 
first responders that the fire was travelling 
extremely fast in a south-easterly direction.
 The temperature at the time was around 
42C with the fire being driven by a 41km/h 
wind.
 The fire started near River Road south and 
west of Folewood Road on the north west 
side of the area circled by the red line with 
the outer rim of the red line representing the 
edge of the fire at 2pm. Each coloured line 
that follows outwards represents the fire edge 
in one-hour increments from 2pm. By 11pm 
that night the fire had reached the Northam-
Toodyay Road near the Dumbarton Road 
intersection. As evident in this example, the 
fire covered a lot of ground in the space of 
10 hours.
 Fire fighters brought the fire under control 
by 2am on the following morning, then crews 
spent 10 weeks mopping up.
 So please, act now and take five minutes to 
discuss with your family or neighbour what 
you will do. When will you leave, where will 
you go and which way will you go?

the brigade next year.
 There is an auto electrician working on the 
units installing inverters for the chainsaws 
etc. While he is there the Fluer infrared 
camera will also be fitted.
 The new GPS navigation system is working 
well although a bit of trouble with landmarks 
is causing some grief.
 The new road flares have been put into the 
units and this will be a great safety system 
and also mark fire entrances etc. at night.
 Captain Nick and wife, secretary Su, 
attended a WA Fire Emergency Services 
conference and one of the main things to 
come out of the meeting is the Hardship 
Assistance Scheme.
 At last there is something that can help 
volunteer firefighters when needed as the 
scheme covers quite a range of members’ 
concerns.
 It has been brought to Coondle-Nunile’s 
notice that food on the fireground at night 
may become a problem and the brigade 
has undertaken to provide sufficient frozen 
food that can be prepared by volunteers if 
required. So, it’s back to the old days.
 At the meeting the problem of insurance 
came up. There are a lot of grey areas in this 
for volunteers and I believe that this is going 
to be followed up with more information 
forthcoming.
 On the morning after the meeting a 
good training session with hose pump and 
draughting took place.
 That’s about all from Coondle-Nunile and 
please remember folks that the fire fighters 
are volunteers with jobs and businesses to 
attend to and we rely on everyone to take 
care to take the pressure off volunteers.

Insurance may be affected if 
firebreaks not done

Transport service clocks up 100,000km
do her best to help you.
 Booking transport for an appointment is best 
done as soon as possible but Sandra may also be 
able to help at the last minute so don’t hesitate to 
give her a call.
 The move into the old St Vinnies building for 
our administration is progressing.
 Debbie, our administration officer, is in 
attendance on Tuesdays and Wednesdays between 
8.30am and 4.30pm.
 As well as transforming our old office into a 
quiet room for volunteer ambulance officers, we 
are also looking to have a new look for our new 
office with painting on the outside of the building 
to commence in the near future.
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Continued from Page 1.
PARLIAMENTARY inquiry Deputy Chair 
Colin de Grussa (WA Nationals, Agricultural) 
said he attended the Northam forum and 
told the inquiry that the sacking was “very 
disappointing” because he thought at the time 
that it was a “very good meeting”.
 When asked by Mr de Grussa if his 
treatment by St John had affected other 
ambulance volunteers, Mr Wroth said 
he knew of “probably half a dozen very 
qualified ambulance officers that have 
resigned as a direct result of what happened 
to me”.
 “Experience like that takes years and years 
to build up and learn, and to lose it like that 
is devastating,” Mr Wroth said.
 “There is a lot of hurt out there in the 
volunteers.
 “I am no orphan, I assure you, because 
since I was sacked, a lot of other volunteers 
from other sub-centres contacted me and said 
the same, they have been treated the same.
 “But if they are not sacked, they are held 
under that tighter rein.
 “They cannot speak up to anybody so it is 
pretty frightening that they cannot speak up 
because if they do, they will get the same 
treatment I did.”
 Mr Wroth told the inquiry that a St John 
ban on Toodyay ambulance officers acting as 
“first responders” to attend emergency calls 
meant that patients who could get immediate 
first aid from volunteers who might live 
nearby now had to wait up to half an hour 
for help to arrive from elsewhere. 
 Volunteers designated as first responders 
with oxygen, defibrillators and other 
equipment at home had to return their kits 
and could now act only as a member of the 
public in emergency situations.
 “If you are talking about a heart attack, 
chest pain or serious bleeding of some sort, 
it is too late by then,” Mr Wroth said.
 “But if somebody can get there within five 
minutes, they can save lives.
 “St John doesn’t recognise that any more.
 “Ever since I was sacked, I have been 

called to many homes and I will go and help 
somebody before the ambulance arrives 
because it is that first few minutes that is 
going to save somebody’s life if they are 
critical.
 “These people have the expertise but they 
have taken that away.”
  Mr Wroth said it was frustrating that 
local non-operational volunteers on 24-
hour rosters were no longer allowed to take 
emergency calls and dispatch ambulance 
crews to jobs – St John now required calls 
to be taken by paid staff or ambulance 
crews, which Mr Wroth said was a waste of 
ambulance crews’ time.

 Mr Wroth said medical training was 
previously provided by community 
paramedics but ambulance volunteers were 
now “expected to train themselves”.
 “The quality of training that these 
unqual i f ied  volunteers  provide  i s 
substandard,” Mr Wroth said.
 “Volunteers are less qualified than someone 
off the street who has done a first-aid course.
 “The least St John could do is give them 
adequate training.”
 Mr Wroth said regionalisation of local 
ambulance services to Northam had alienated 
local ambulance services.
 “Often with St John they make changes 
without rhyme or reason,” he said.
 “You do not get an opportunity to find out 
exactly why something has happened.
 “It is more of a dictatorship: ‘This will be 
done’.
 “A lot of the problems we have had at sub-
centres is not getting any response from the 
hierarchy, from the management.
 “So it is very frustrating when you raise 
issues and you do not hear a thing, and after 
three or four emails still nothing.
 “That is still occurring today, according to 
volunteers.
 “I cannot speak for all regional offices but 
I know from people who used to work at the 
Wheatbelt regional office that there is a real 
toxic culture there.
 “And they are just so relieved, people who 
have been there quite a while, to be finally 
out of there.
 “And that is pretty sad – they were the 
management.
 “They were glad to get out of such a toxic 
culture.
 “They did not want to go to work.
 “The reason I was sacked was because I 
spoke up to raise concerns about the way 
volunteers are treated, and the way that the 
operation runs with regard to volunteers.

 “Criticism that can be sensible and 
constructive and lead to healthy improvement 
of services is not tolerated.
 “I have fallen victim to this intolerance.” 
 In response to a question from local Labor 
MP Darren West, Mr Wroth said the culture 
at St John had not changed since he was 
sacked two years ago.
 “If anything, it has probably got worse,” 
he said.
 “For locals to have to deal with St John 
at a regional or state level is an extremely 
frustrating waste of time and money.
 “The level of bureaucracy within St John 
is really beyond belief.
 “The mantra of first-aid delivery is 
based on the acronym DRABC – Danger, 
Response, Airway, Breathing and Circulation 
– which most are familiar with.
 “Within St John, the ‘B’ is said to stand 
for ‘billing’ because the organisation has 
a strong and possibly unhealthy focus on 
finances.
 “This seems to compromise the focus on 
patients at times.
 “In all, the culture in St John is probably 
a reflection of its board, with a couple of 
old ex-CEOs that just don’t want change or 
criticism and live in an old world.”
 The inquiry is due to hear further evidence 
at the Toodyay ambulance depot at 1.30pm 
on Thursday November 4.
 It is understood three senior St John staff 
from Perth are due to attend.
 Mr Wroth suggested to the inquiry that 
they not be present when local ambulance 
volunteers give evidence “because, I assure 
you, people will not speak up about exactly 
what happened if there is staff or management 
present – yes, it will not happen.”
 Inquiry Chair Pierre Yang (Labor, North 
Metropolitan) closed last month’s Perth 
hearing  by thanking Mr Wroth “for your 
service to our community”.

Sacked ambo chief claims locals ‘too afraid to speak up’

Charlie Wroth  wears his St John Ambulance 
Cross for ‘outstanding service’ on Anzac 
Day 2019 on an ambulance uniform that he 
was ordered to return after being sacked as 
Toodyay sub-centre chair seven months later.

Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade  
Julimar
Grant Scobie

THE FIRE season is well and truly 
underway with weekly crew changeovers 
and truck checks in full swing.
 The rosters were released during the last 
week of September, this year lasting from 1 
October 2021 to 3 June 2022 – the longest 
season in Julimar history.
 In years gone by the rosters would be 
wound up at the end of April but last year we 
had to extend them due to the lack of rainfall 
in April/May. This year we’ve just kept the 
roster going for that extra month.
 The good rain we’ve had still means a 
potential for a nasty season because there’s 
a lot of growth out there.
 Added to that is the possibility of getting 
bogged in muddy paddocks, a radio call for 
help nobody wants to make.
 We can only ask; please be careful, be 
vigilant and be fire safe.
 In other news, members, with a little help 
from the Coondle-Nunile brigade, took our 
1.4 fire truck to the Toodyay Agricltural 
Show on last month.
 Leaflets were distributed, people discussed 
fire-related topics and water was squirted 
about by young and old.
 Thanks to Dale, Jeff, Wes, Heather 
(Coondle) and Lucas for their contribution 
to this very successful day which included 
the recruitment of two new members.

This year’s bush fire rosters 
longest in brigade history

 On the following Friday night two more 
locals popped in and signed on the dotted 
line.
 At times one wonders how we’re going 
to get through the season with the ever-
decreasing list of firefighters and then people 
just show up and sign up.
 It’s very heartening. Welcome to Andrew, 
Dustin, Vikki and Ben.
 The build at the new station is now moving 
on in leaps and bounds.
 At the end of September, the brickwork 
had been completed on the administrative 
section of the building, leaving the roof and 
truck shed walls still unclad.
 By the beginning of October, a roof 
appeared on the admin area, a new driveway 
was laid and work had begun on the septics.
 Now the interior walls are clad, we are on 
the way to a fully enclosed truck shed as well 
as electrical and computer cabling poking out 
from all the appropriate places.
 It won’t be long before it’s finished but 
while we can get a little impatient, we 
would prefer there be no shortcuts taken and 
therefore no problems on handover.
 October’s training Back to Basics scenario 
went very well.
 We rehearsed a fire call-out, going through 
all the processes starting with the SMS 
from Department of Fire and Emergency 
Services to the return to the shed following 
the successful extinguishment of the ‘fire’.
 Thanks to Charlie and Alison for allowing 
us to use their land for the ‘fire’ and one of 
their dams for the draughting training.
 We got through a lot, including two 
plates of goodies thoughtfully provided by 
the owners, making it a truly successful 
morning’s work. And, thankfully, we didn’t 
get bogged.
 Next  month  we’ l l  be  looking a t 
communication and map reading, two 
subjects which have, during the past few 
weeks, shown themselves to be in need of 
updating.
 And finally, when this edition of The 
Herald comes out, the prohibited burning 
period will have begun.
 Please be fire conscious and try not to do 
anything that can endanger yourself, your 
property or your community.Don’t let this happen on your block.
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A day of winners, thrills and life-like drama at ‘best-ever’ Show

Dad takes a back seat to some toddler action.

In the chook house. 

Prize-winning fleeces.

Toodyay ambulance and fire and rescue volunteers simulate a dramatic car wreck rescue.  

Daredevil high flyers ride Sideshow Alley’s Cliff Hanger.

Life-saving care for ‘injured’ passenger before being lifted through the roof onto a stretcher.

Bubbles galore near Sideshow Alley.
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Butterly Cottages

THERE was a good turnout of Butterly 
Cottage members at last month’s AGM and 
the newly elected committee is: president, 
Judy Dow; vice-president Therese Chitty; 
secretary, Jenn Nock, treasurer; Maggie 
Parsons and committee members Roma 

A LOCAL community food drive to help 
support Toodyay Shire charities deliver 
high-priority food relief items to people 
in need will kick-off at Woolworths in 
Northam on Wednesday November 3. 
 During the week-long initiative Toodyay 
customers are encouraged to donate non-
perishable food items to the specially 
marked in-store trolley.
 Items that have been identified by local 
charities as essential food relief items 
needed by individuals and families include 
breakfast cereals, UHT and evaporated 
milk, pasta, rice and instant noodles, coffee 
and tea bags, canned fish or meat, canned 
fruit and vegetables, soups and simmer 
sauces, spreads (peanut butter, honey, 
jam), baked beans and spaghetti, and baby 
foods.

Morangup Progress Association
Geni Brown

MORANGUP Progress Association is 
holding the second Morangup Markets for 
the year on Sunday November 21.
 The event will be held at the community 

MORANGUP residents Sue and Brad 
Day have found the recipe for customer 
satisfaction at Happy Days Coffee Pot in 
Northam.
 On October 15 they won the hotly contested 
Ricoh Australia Customer Service Award at 
the 2021 WA Community Achievement 
Awards at the Hyatt Regency Perth where 
more than 300 guests gathered to celebrate 

Happy Days finds award- 
winning success

From left: Ricoh Australia’s Troy Anderson with Brad and Sue Day. 

the state’s regional high achievers.
 The family-owned business has four 
strategies in customer service: meeting 
customer needs and expectations, providing 
high-quality food and drinks, providing 
comfort and requesting feedback cards.
 All the staff are trained in food safety, food 
quality and cleanliness, and they cater to all 
special dietary requirements.

Catch up at Morangup markets
The Morangup Twilight Markets earlier this year.

hall in Wallaby Way and stall holders will be 
admitted from 8am at $10 a bay. Buyers are 
welcome from 9am to noon for a $2 entry 
fee.
 This is a great opportunity to sell or buy 
items for the Christmas season and catch up 
with locals for a chat.

Good turn-out for Butterly
Heath, Sally Martin, Judy Morrissey and Ted 
Gallop.
  Butterly is always seeking new members 
and membership forms are available from 
the secretary.
 For further information email butterly2j@
gmail.com or contact our secretary Jenn 
Nock on 0417 174 712.

Shopping list for 
charity donations

The in-store donation trolley.

mailto:butterly2j@gmail.com
mailto:butterly2j@gmail.com
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SMALL FARM CLEARING SALE
AUCTION on site BEJOORDING

Saturday 6 November, 11am
2 vehicles, welder, large ride-on mower, trolley hoist, spray 
unit, generator, trailer, drill press, camper trailer, Bobcat, 
small quantity of sundries

INSPECTIONS Friday 5th ONLY
Details next edition

L J Hooker
Details and photos from Toodyay@ljh.com.au

Bejoording Community Group News
From the desk of The Badger

WHAT can I write about when I’ve been away 
for most of the month?
 When I left at the beginning of October 
everything was lush and green, weeds and crops 
were both going gangbusters and Bejoording 
was its usual happy place to be.
 I expected much of the same on my return 
three and a half weeks later except that the 
weeds would be drying up and the crops would 
be in the process of being harvested. I also 
hoped that much of the ground would have 
dried up.
 Well, I was partially correct. Things were 
browner and drier, some harvesting had started 
but there was still plenty of groundwater, still 
large patches of green, the weather was still 
very cool, and it still felt more like winter than 
spring. I’m told there were some warm days but 
not since I returned.
 Bejoording was still a happy place to be and 

Bolgart News  
Pam McGill

A VERY successful Bolgart Sports Club AGM 
was recently held with all positions filled.
 The newly elected committee members are: 
president, Phil Syred; vice-president, Lester 
Snooke; secretary, Mandy Walker, treasurer, 
Edward Ludemann and committee members 
Dale McGill, Nolene Kaszanski, Callen Syred, 
Bevan Clarke and Derek Gardner. Welcome 
back Derek.
 Many thanks to Brian ‘Ned’ McGill for his 
many dedicated years of service to the club.
 Thank you to everyone who made the Bolgart 
Values Community Cake Stall such a huge 
success.
 We thank the amazing volunteers and 
culinary contributors, those who donated and 
everyone who came along and bought goodies 
and raffle tickets.
 Also, thank you to the generous BiTone 
Caravanners. More than 30 vans visited and 
just about everyone came along and supported 
our cake stall which raised $593.50.
 Bolgart will be saying goodbye to residents 
Stephen Babb and Vicky-Jane Sims who will be 
heading back interstate. They will be missed by 
Bolgart friends and we wish them all the best.
 Pam Meston recently became a great- 
grandmother thanks to her granddaughter Lara 
and husband Ben McGillivray of Moora who 
welcomed their daughter Ruth McGillivray on 
October 12.
 Michael and Jenni Knowles now have  
their third grandchild Charlie Mae Olliver 
to first-time parents Sean Olliver and Amy 
Knowles. Charlie is the first grandchild for 
Kent and  Amanda Olliver of Gidgegannup.
 Ladies golf closing day’s theme was A Little 

Toodyay District High School 
Parents and Citizens Association
Kelly-Anne Murray

NEARLY 180 Toodyay students celebrated 
Halloween with a fabulous, freaky, fun-filled 
disco at the Memorial Hall on October 29.
 The Toodyay District High School P&C 
and the Toodyay Community Resource 
Centre thank local sponsors Avon Skip Bins, 
Toodyay Early Learning Centre, Toodyay 
Tyre and Exhaust and the Shire of Toodyay 
for their sponsorship of the event.
 The support of local businesses meant 
children from kindergarten to Year 10 were 
welcomed to a fabulously decorated hall with 
a photo booth, face painting and DJ Felix to 
keep them entertained with music, dancing, 
games and prizes for the best dressed.
 The P&C and Toodyay Community 
Resource Centre raised funds through 
canteen food and drink sales and had many 
feel-good moments as we watched the kids 
enjoy themselves.
 In other news, the P&C will hold its final 
members’ meeting for the year on Tuesday 
November 9 at 5.30 pm in the library at 
Toodyay District High School.
 All are welcome to join us, including 
the kids, who can make use of the library 

Fabulous, freaky, fun-filled 
Halloween disco fundraiser 

Students get into the swing of Halloween at the memorial Hall.

Goldie Lee Steere (left) and Ava Murray with 
Archer Lee Steere (front).

facilities while we look ahead to 2022.
 Join us to progress plans to improve play 
spaces and school grounds and to allocate 
funds raised this year to projects and 
activities in 2022.
 A successful year of raising funds through 
the school canteen and catering services, 
sausage sizzles, refreshment stalls, gift stalls, 
Containers for Change collections and the 
hugely successful trivia night, means we 
could allocate $20,000 or more to school 
improvements next year.
 If the school’s share-farmed wheat crop 
yields as well as we hope at harvest time and 
wheat prices are good, we could make more 
than $20,000. It’s something we can all feel 
good about.
 If you’d like some feel-good moments of 
your own, you can support P&C activities 
any way you choose.
 Contact Kelly-Anne Murray on 0406 
585 716 or pandctoodyaydhs@gmail.com, 
message via the Facebook page, search 
Toodyay DHS P&C, or write to Toodyay 
District High School P&C at PO Box 1624, 
Toodyay WA 6566.

Bit of Gold and everyone enjoyed the day. 
 A lovely lunch of soup, sandwiches and 
sweets was enjoyed and our seasonal trophies 
were presented. Thank you to captain Jenni 
Knowles for her awesome two years at the 
helm.
 The putting competition sponsored by Dianne 
Edmonds was won by Joy Hamilton.
 Vivienne Camerer won Nearest to Pin No 15 
sponsored by Bernice Clarke.
 The Ferret Competition won by Joy Hamilton 
was sponsored by Nolene Kaszanski.
 Rural Property Specialists sponsored Long 
Drive No 2 won by Renae Syme and Trees Café 
sponsored Best 2nd No 7 which Renae Syme 
won.
 The Eclectic Trophy was won by Vivienne 
Camerer who sponsored the event and the 
Consistency Trophy which was won by Joy 
Hamilton.
 Congratulations to Waveney Jones, Joy 
Hamilton, Vivienne Camerer, and Barb 
Blayney who won the Sue Goundrey Day 
playing nine holes at Mt Lawley and WA Club.
 Six ladies travelled and played in the Pinjarra 
Ladies Amateurs 2021 Golf Event on October 
9-10. Congratulations go to Serena Syred for 
coming Nett runner-up in the third division.

Bowls back in business
BOLGART Bowling Club hosted the Calingiri 
Open Day on October 10.
  Fourteen teams enjoyed a great day out 
and the winner was Wongan Hills, second 
Wanneroo and third Belmont.
 The ladies held their opening day on October 
21 and despite the flies and wind everyone 
enjoyed themselves.
 Winners on the day were Jenni Knowles and 
Nolene Kaszanski.

people were keen to catch up.
 Where was I during the month? I was with a 
group of about 45 people cruising in and around 
the islands of the Kimberley, enjoying 30-plus 
degrees every day, looking at spectacular 
scenery, amazing wildlife and learning so much 
about the ancient history of this amazing land.
 We went ashore on quite a few islands, didn’t 
see a single footprint other than our own and 
experienced a land without a single sign of 
humanity.
 During the whole 10 days at sea or ashore 
we didn’t see a single piece of litter; not a can, 
plastic bottle or discarded thong. The water 
was crystal clear everywhere, the ancient rock 
art was unspoiled and with crocodiles, green 
turtles and sharks for company it was like 
returning to prehistoric times.
 Amazing though it was, it’s always good 
to get back home, back to familiar faces and 
routines, and who knows, next month I may 
have something local to write about.
 Your monthly reminder. We meet every 

Wednesday evening (except in January) at the 
Bejoording Community Centre which shares 
premises with the local volunteer bush fire 
brigade in Bejoording Road.
 Come along from 6pm and leave when it suits 
you. It’s strictly ‘come as you are’ casual, kids 
are welcome and there are fun events every 
month.
 If you aren’t yet a member, come along, we’d 
love to get to know you. If you want to know 
more you can contact president Barry Grey on 
0428 742 149 or call The Badger on 0414 250 
484. Hope to see you soon.

Ladies’ Day from left (back) Pam McGill, Merle Manuel, Serena Syred, Vivienne Camerer, 
Pam Meston and Nolene Kaszanski (front) Waveney Jones, Joy Hamilton and Jenni Knowles.

Badger back in his home sweet home

Visiting  caravanners make 
bee line for cake stall
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Daniel Yong

TOODYAY’S historic agricultural society hosts 
one of the state’s oldest rural shows.
 The fertile Avon Valley was first farmed with 
horses and carts nearly 200 years ago to help 
feed a starving Swan River Colony on the nearby 
barren coastal plain.
 It forged a new tradition of excellence and 
endeavour that continues to this day.
 Giant air-conditioned harvesters have 
replaced steam tractors but the pioneering 
spirit of agricultural enterprise that binds rural 
communities together forms a backdrop for each 
year’s local celebrations.
 This year’s 167th annual Toodyay Show – the 
first since last year’s local Covid-19 lockdown – 
proved to be no exception.
 Nearly 5500 people – many from Perth and 
elsewhere – thronged to Toodyay last month on 
a perfect sunny day to what must surely be one of 
the state’s most picturesque rural showgrounds.
 Toodyay Agricultural Society President Alison 
Wroth said it was one of the best turnouts she had 
ever seen. 
 Overall, there were 1470 general display entries 
for this year’s Show.
 Animal displays, amusement rides, food stalls 
and an arts and crafts exhibition were just the tip 
of the iceberg in a day of action and entertainment, 
culminating in an evening fireworks display.
 A big crowd of spectators gathered in front 
of the old wooden grandstand earlier in the day 
to watch local emergency service volunteers 
simulate the rescue of two crash victims trapped 
in a donated wrecked car.
 First in action were paramedics to administer 
pain relief and comfort to help stabilise the two 
trapped occupants.
 Toodyay Fire and Rescue Service volunteers 

Toodyay Farmers Market
Sue Wakka

LAST month’s Toodyay Farmers 
Market turned out to be a great day 
for all.
 We had a lot of tourists joining us 
alongside our locals so it certainly was 
a busy day with local musician Rick 
Beasley adding to the great atmosphere.
 The day produced one of our biggest 
stall counts so we hope you caught up 
with them all.
 There was something for everyone 
– great food from local groups 
raising much-needed funds for their 
community  group, so thanks for 
helping them.
 The variety of food on offer was all 
washed down with great coffee from 
our two coffee vans.
 Then of course there was our locally 
grown fresh produce along with some 
yummy treats and some honey and a 
bottle of your favourite wine.
 With Christmas coming there was 
a great selection of gift items, from 
garden ornaments to personal-care 
products.
 Save the date of the next market on 
Sunday November 21 when it’s sure to 
be a sunny day. 
 If you love these markets and would 
like to see them continue, jump on 
board and lend a hand. It’s not a big 
commitment.
 F o r  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n 
email  toodyayfarmersmarket@gmail.
com or ring 0429 984 482.
 The AGM is coming up at 6pm on 
Friday November 19 at the Toodyay 
Community Resource Centre. All 
welcome. 

Rick tunes into 
local market 
atmosphere

then used Jaws of Life hydraulic cutters and body 
protection shields to remove car doors and peel 
back the roof to extract the driver and passenger 
as they continued to receive emergency treatment 
and support from Toodyay St John Ambulance 
Service volunteers.
 Both ‘casualties’ were carefully lifted onto 
waiting ambulance stretchers in just under 30 
minutes of dramatic action.
 It’s a scene that can happen regularly on local 
roads, and several spectators said they found the 
realistic simulation to be “highly informative and 
thought provoking”.
 Horse and camel rides were another popular 
drawcard for people of all ages, with different 

classes of horse riding contests for beginners, 
club members and visiting experts.
 Eastern Hills Horse and Pony Club rider Kaitlyn 
Goss said the show was an “eye opener for the 
horses.
 “The experience is scary for the horses, and the 
riders,” she said.
 There were lots more activities for kids and 
adults in the ever-popular Sideshow Alley where 
people formed long queues for bumper cars and 
bungee trampoline rides while others sampled 
showbags filled with treats and played games for 
prizes.
 Other traditional Show attractions included 
annual competitions for animals, birds, produce, 
cookery, arts and crafts, and rows of trading stalls 
and community displays.
 A sheep  shea r ing  and  ya rn -mak ing 
demonstration involving Toodyay Spinners also 
attracted considerable interest and attention. 
 Spectators watched spinners and knitters 
transform raw wool into yarn by hand.
 The final product, a beanie, was then auctioned 
for $500 to a representative from Northam’s new 
Spudshed store.
 Regular Toodyay showgoers included local 
real estate agent Tony Maddox who spent the day 
spruiking his wares from a marquee tent in a busy 
trade display area next to Sideshow Alley.
 “I love the Show and I get the same spot every 
year,” he said.
 “Anybody who’s not here is crazy.”:

5000 throng to historic showgrounds

Hairy friends. A Show visitor gets to know a pen of cattle.

Pretty maids all in a row. Some of the colourful Floriculture exhibits.

mailto:toodyayfarmersmarket@gmail.com
mailto:toodyayfarmersmarket@gmail.com
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Toodyay Agricultural Society
Alison Wroth

ONE THING that every community in a 
country town needs is an event that brings 
together individuals and businesses to 
participate, support and engage with each 
other.
 The record-breaking Toodyay Agricultural 
Show on October 9 validated the time and 
effort put in by the committee who were 
rewarded by all the smiling faces at the Show.
 Access to online ticketing for the first time 
this year, an outstanding equestrian section 
with all-day activities, trade stalls and huge 
sideshows to entice patrons to reach for their 
wallet, exhibition halls filled to bursting, 
school displays and with 1407 general entries 
the scenic 167th Toodyay Agricultural Show 
did not disappoint anybody on a day that was 
blessed by fine weather.
 The committee works so hard during the 
year to organise an event that endeavours to 
cater for every age group, personality and 
interest.
 With the complimentary comments 
received on the day and after, committee 
members believe that we achieved this and 
more, especially with the entries being so 
high this year in the two exhibition pavilions 
which provided a wonderful display of 
floriculture, cookery, needlecraft, home 
produce, quilting, hobby craft and fruit and 
vegetables.
 The Children’s Section was wonderful with 
all the stewards excelling at their work. Both 
Bolgart Primary School and Toodyay District 

Record numbers flock to blockbuster 167th Show

Visitors and locals make the most of the perfect weather for Toodyay’s 167th Show.

High School also displayed their students’ art 
and the painted cow from the Early Learning 
Centre was an item of great interest.
 Sheep and dairy goats once again filled 
the Sheep Pavilion, much to the delight 
of the kids. More than 51 wool fleeces 
provided a remarkable display along with 
an outstanding agriculture display.
 Local cattle producer Charlie Wroth made 
the final year that Warragenny enters the 
section count, making way for any new blood 
to keep the cattle section alive.

 The Show bio-security plan is in place 
now but has not affected the exhibitors who 
believe that where there is a will, there is 
a way. They put in extra effort showing 
livestock and agriculture which provides 
visitors with an understanding of what is 
produced in our agricultural area.
 The Toodyay Agricultural Society would 
like to thank all those individuals, community 
groups and businesses from in and out of 
town which have generously supported 
this year’s Show through either major 

sponsorship or the donation of trophies 
and prize money. Without this annual 
sponsorship the committee would not be able 
to attract the huge variety of entertainment 
or even consider the incredible display of 
fireworks that  close the Show each year.
 Many community groups assist prior to or 
on Show day and we are very grateful for 
their contribution.
 Our major sponsors this year were Makit 
Hardware, CSBP, Dunnings, Spudshed, 
Shire of Toodyay, Chalice Mining, Morgan 
Feed Supplies, Toodyay and Districts 
Bendigo Community Bank and the Toodyay 
Op Shop.
 The maintenance program in the Lee Steere 
Pavilion will continue to prevent further 
water damage from heavy winter rains.
 Our idea of updating the bar improved 
the area way beyond our expectations by 
increasing its capacity and making the 
overall look of the hill so colourful and 
inviting. Congratulations to all involved, 
special thanks to Debra who used her special 
events skills to make the area family friendly.
 Thanking all the helpers, stewards, judges, 
Curtin University volunteer students and 
our wonderfully committed committee 
individually would take more words than 
I’m allowed.
 After a short break we will begin preparing 
for next year’s 168th Toodyay Agricultural 
Show. With a Covid-19 plan already sorted, 
next year should be smooth sailing.
 We  hope you all enjoyed this year’s Show 
and consider coming next year for another 
try at that RSL Chocolate Wheel.

Tiff Paley

A HUGE thank you to everyone who helped 
with the equestrian events at this year’s 
Toodyay Agricultural Show.
 We had an absolutely fantastic turnout for 
our first attempt at revamping the equestrian 
events.
 What a turnout we had with 58 horses, 19 
local riders, just over 30 horses and ponies 
riding in the encouragement rings  and 18 
Led riders.
 There are so many people I would like to 
thank who helped me organise things in the 
lead up to the Show and on Show day.
  So many people donated their time, energy 
and support to make this year’s event so 
enjoyable.
 Kevin Paley and Richard Climas did an 
amazing job doing the very testing job of 
parking the floats.
 Thanks to all of the equestrian entrants who 
followed the parking attendants’ instructions 
so that we could fit everyone in to the limited 
parking space.
 To Tegan Martin, for just being the most 
helpful person she could be. As my back-up 
Equestrian Coordinator Tegan was there 
all day from 6am until almost 7pm doing 
everything and anything to help everyone.
 To Julie Harvey, Ruby Harvey and Bronte 
Harvey for helping us set up the oval on 
Friday.

Toodyay Agricultural Alliance
Frank Panizza

THIS year has been an anomaly as far as the 
weather is concerned.
 Wet and cooler than average weather has 
continued well into October but just how wet 
has this year been?
 Current weather bureau graphs show just 
how much above average Toodyay’s rainfall 
has been.
  Official Bureau of Meteorology records 
reveal that the wettest year on record for 
Toodyay was 1917 in which 791mm fell 
during the April to October growing season.
 Other notable very wet years were 1963 
and 1964 in which 643mm and 631mm were 
recorded respectively during the growing 
season.
 This year most areas of the shire will 
receive close to 500mm for the growing 
season which, although not as wet as 1963 
and 1964, is the wettest for nearly 60 years.
 The wet conditions have brought plenty 
of feed for livestock although waterlogging 
of crops is now evident in paddocks as they 
hay off (ripen).
 Harvest is very close now and most farmers 
are expecting good yields although some 
farmers are cautious about the effect of 
waterlogging on yields.
 Another meeting was held between local 
farmers, shire officers, lifestyle block owners 
and various government agencies regarding 
an appropriate response to the emerging feral 
pig problem.
 Planning now is underway for a co-
ordinated response to tracking, monitoring 
and control of these wily pests.
 At a later stage, funding for traps and other 
control methods will be sought, however 
hard evidence will be required to support 
funding opportunities.
 Motion-sensing cameras with night vision 
have been and will be used as part of this 
process. Also, there are new baiting options 

Not as wet as the mid-60s 
– but getting close

Equestrian revamp proves 
a winner with crowd

Young equestrian competitors celebrate their success. Photo: Vicki Tapper.

 To Julie and Bronte for helping all day 
Saturday and selling all the raffle tickets.
 To Ruby who worked all day at the Show 
helping us all morning and then showing a 
lovely big horse for one of the competitors. 
 To all the wonderfully patient judges 
Shannon Mitchell, Suzette Davis, Jacqui 
Siebel and Belinda Harrison who managed 
to get through so many classes.
 To the hard-working ring stewards/ 
pencillers Marcy Jurg, Vanessa Davis and 
Zoe Millar.
 Marcy managed to keep the breed classes 
going when it was getting late and everyone 
was getting tired and cranky.
 To our morning pencillers who patiently 
organied each class and returned the results 
to the office.
 To everyone who entered the equestrian 
events this year, thankyou for taking the time 
to prepare your horses.
 Also a special thank you to all of my horse 
riding coaching clients (friends) who were 
brave enough to enter the Show.
 Without the following sponsors we could 
not have had the amazing prizes we had on 
offer this year.
 A huge thank you to Spudshed Northam, LJ 
Hooker Toodyay, Ric and Dee Twine, David 
Cornforth, Avon Waste, Gina Crawford 
Equine Massage WA and Vicki Tapper of 
Vicki Photos.

that do not require the use of 1080 poison.
 Harvest is nearly upon us and there will 
be a marked increase in the movement 
of grain trucks as well as movement of 
oversized harvesting equipment using the 
road network. A timely reminder to all road 
users to be cautious when driving during the 
harvest season.
 A state government program, Know What 
to Do When it’s Bigger Than You, has begun 
with print and television advertising. 
 The program which was instigated by Main 
Roads WA has many helpful hints regarding 
what do when oversize loads are encountered 
while driving.
 The package of information not only 
provides guidance for road users, it also 
sets out minimum standards for farmers to 
comply with to operate within the law.
 I n f o r m a t i o n  c a n  b e  f o u n d  a t 
#BiggerThanYou. Handy cards with QR 
codes are also available for farmers who 
want direct links to information.
 Please exercise caution and have a safe and 
productive harvest.

A rainbow over Stirling Terrace.
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Volunteers of Toodyay Museums
Barry Keens

THE SCHOOL holiday program was a great 
success mainly due to the efforts of Michelle 
Miller and museum curator Margie Eberle 
and all the front-of-house volunteers.
 We were kindly allowed to use space 
outside The Toodyay Historical Society at 
Toodyay Agricultural Show to sell shingles 
and shingle products which were well 
received by the public.
 Nina Paterson has completed the 
transcription of the 1898-1903 Newcastle 
Police Charge Book which she started in 
2020, a magnificent effort.
 Deborah Ross has returned as a front-
of-house volunteer after recovering from 
surgery and Geoff and Michelle Miller 
are taking a well-earned break after a 

Toodyay Men’s Shed
Graham Hill

IT’S BEEN a busy time for the Men’s Shed 
with several smaller projects completed 
including Jinka Blocks for the entertainment 
of children at Toodyay Farmers Market along 
with a chair and table that needed repair for 
local residents.
 The new committee has settled in now and 
we are pleased to note our numbers have 
increased with two new members Darryl 
Grey and Michael Alton. Congratulations to 
you both and we look forward to you having 
a long and rewarding time at the shed.
 If you are looking for a place with a happy 
team of members come and see us at the 
Toodyay Men’s Shed.
 If you want to build or repair something 
of your own or for someone else in the 
woodwork shop you can.
 The shed has recently purchased a laser 

cutter to more efficiently cut metal so if you 
need any of the facilities of the metal shop 
they are available.
 If you just want to chat or have tea or coffee 
you can.
 These can be just a few of the benefits 
of becoming a member of the Men’s Shed 
and being part of an organisation started in 
Australia that now has sheds in all major 
countries in the world.
 You will find us at 5 Harper Road, Toodyay 
on Mondays, Thursdays and Saturdays from 
8.30am to noon and I am sure you will be 
greeted with a smile, a hot tea or coffee and 
a friendly chat.
 On Saturday November 13 the Toodyay 
Men’s Shed will be open to the public 
when members hold their annual Verandah 
Sale of surplus tools and equipment. (See 
advertisement below).
 For further information about our group 
please contact the secretary on 0408 871 406.

Bargain tools on offer at 
Men’s Shed sale

From left: Chairman Graham Hill with new members Darryl Grey and Mike Alton.

Old lock up fills in as storage space
tremendous effort preparing for the school 
holiday program and the Show.
 We have continued working at the 1907 
lock up and using up the new storage space 
faster than we expected. This is because we 
have found more objects in the female cell, 
which is difficult to access, which have been 
added to the collection.
 Beth Frayne and Margie Eberle have 
prepared and made a presentation to 
the council featuring information and 
photographs, where available, on all people 
listed on the Honour Boards in the Toodyay 
Council Chambers. The project was well 
received.
 We are always on the lookout for new 
volunteers and remind Shire of Toodyay 
residents and pupils from Toodyay District 
High School that the museum is open from 
10am to 3pm daily and admission is free for 
local residents.

Storage space at the 1907 lock up is filling up quickly.

Country Women’s Association
Elizabeth Mansom

ON THE first Monday of October three of 
us went to the Gidgegannup CWA to attend 
a meeting of the recently formed Northern 
Area Group.
 The group was formed to provide a forum 
for branches to socialise and be able to 
put forward suggestions or concerns for 
discussion to the CWA Board.
 With the emphasis being on business and 
the workings of CWA, the three of us came 
away more knowledgeable of the central 
organisation of CWA and we volunteered 
to hold the next meeting on Thursday 
December 2.
 The last few coffee mornings on the second 
Thursday of the month have been devoted to 
making Christmas cards.
 Rather than commercial card-making kits 
we have been assembling ours (and the 
envelopes) from entirely found material.
 The result is certainly original and also 
very reminiscent of cards we made for 
birthdays and Christmas in our childhood.
 Recycling back then meant used cards went 
into a biscuit tin to be produced on a rainy 
day for bored children to cut and paste rather 
than tossing the cards in the recycling bin.
 Congratulations to all those who worked 
so hard to make our Show the spectacular 
event it was.
 Once again the CWA display was a stand-
out.
 Well done to our members Viv and Margot 
who put in so much time and effort. It was 
worth it ladies.
 On October 21 six of us drove to Bayswater 
to take part in our sister city branch’s 
Friendship Day.
 We were royally fed and entertained and 
happy to come home with tombola prizes and 
items from the sale table although the door 
and main raffle prizes went home to other 
branches.
 Of particular interest was the display 

concerning indigenous culture. This will 
be the topic for study next year and people 
hovered about reading the sheets concerning 
language and books on dedicated topics such 
as art and ceremony. It’s certainly something 
to look forward to next year.
 A great day was had by all and we were 
happy funds raised went to state office for 
the various scholarships and awards funded 
by CWA, examples of which are the rural 
medical, dental and nursing scholarships.
 The CWA meets in the hall in Stirling 
Terrace at 1pm on the fourth Thursday of 
each month.
 There is plenty of parking, including an 
ACROD bay in Charcoal Lane with disabled 
access at the side of the hall.
 To book the hall please contact Bev Casey 
on 0447 268 762.

Recycled cards evoke rainy 
days with biscuit tins 

Bayswater CWA’s Friendship Day display on indigenous culture. Photo: Viv Street.

Kimono-clad mascot Netti guards the CWA’s 
Show display. Photo: Viv Street.

Avon Valley Woodturners
Max J Heath

AVON Woodturners have been going 
along nicely of late although busy with 
Toodyay Agricultural Show preparations and 
attendance, plus a meeting.
 We were pleased with the woodturning 
entries at the Show although most were from 
our club members.
 Not having a Show last year certainly made 
a difference as some items had been prepared 
for last year.
 The club would like to congratulate Peter 
Vincent on his wonderful creation that 
won first prize and best exhibit in the open 
division. Peter had to be talked into putting 
his article in so well done Peter; we’re proud 
of you. His segmented bowl was a difficult 
item and took a lot of patience and skill to 
complete. 
 It was good to see the variation in articles 
entered for judging.
 The club demonstrated woodturning 
outside the Wool Pavilion for most of the 
day where a lot of articles were turned and 
given away to the public.
 It is rewarding to see the faces of someone 
watching when they are offered an article at 
no charge. It seems to be unheard of these 
days. We had considerable interest and it was 
well worth the effort.

 Not having had a meeting for a while, it 
was time to organise one and it was decided 
to have a Sunday morning meeting with 
a breakfast cooked on our new barbecue 
donated by Trevor and Kath Knott. Partners 
were invited and we had a good roll up and 
a great morning.
 Following the breakfast there was a 
very constructive meeting during which 
we decided to up our commitment to the 
Toodyay  Agricultural  Society and also see 
if we can possibly update the woodturning 
section.
 We are also making enquiries about 
replacing our belt sander with a bigger better 
model.
 Unfortunately these things cost money 
so fundraising was discussed and the club 
decided to hold a a raffle some time early in 
the new year.
 Some time ago one of our members was 
killed in a road accident and we purchased a 
bench seat in his honor. We have now decided 
to make this a memorial bench and add  the 
names of members we have lost. When this is 
done, we will invite some  relatives of former 
members to an unveiling.
 Well, that is about all from the woodturners 
for this month, so if you would like to see 
where we are and learn a bit more about us 
we are at Toodyay Junction on Sundays and 
Wednesdays between 9am and 11.30am.

Show-shy turner takes out top prizes


