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THE TOODYAY community is invited to 
come together to learn and develop skills 
in acting, singing, painting and sharing 
stories at a series of workshops starting 
next month.
 Toodyay Community Resource Centre, 
and arts organisation Breaksea will run 
weekend workshops on October 15-16, 
22-23 and two next year on February 11-12 
and March 11-12.
 The View from the Magpie’s Nest 
Toodyay 22 project is an opportunity 
for community members and artists to 
work with a creative team of well-known 
performers and artists.
 To ody ay -b as ed  s op rano  Emma 
Petemerides and local artist Despina 
Weston will work with Breaksea artists 
Matt Ward, Rachael Colmer, Pia Adriana 
Harris and Tim Dunn.
 The four community workshop weekends 
culminate in a multi-art-form concert 
performance on 19 March 2022 in the 
Toodyay Memorial Hall.
 The performance will include an 
installation of visual art, a dance piece 
involving students from the Toodyay Ballet 
School choreographed by Lani McGeady, 
excerpts from Breaksea’s Caretaker of 
Lost Selves performed by Toodyay Youth 
Theatre Group, songs including Breaksea 
Originals from Toodyay Community 
Youth Choir and Toodyay District High 
School Choir directed by Patricia Young 
and Nicole Kell respectively.
 Through a wide variety of music, art 

Magpie’s Nest aims to 
hatch Toodyay talent

Soprano Emma Petemerides.

forms and community participation, the 
project will explore the themes of identity, 
home, the creative spark, kindness, and 
what it means to live a wholehearted life.
 To be a part of these open community 
workshops and the concert performance, 
register at breaksea.org/Toodyay/.
 The View from the Magpie’s Nest 
Toodyay 22 is sponsored by the Department 
of Local Government, Sport and Cultural 
Industries, Lotterywest, Shire of Toodyay, 
Toodyay Theatre Group and Regional Arts 
WA.

Toodyay Community Youth Choir in action at this year’s Toodyay Music Fest.

LOCAL prospector Nick Hocking has 
recovered many historical artefacts around 
Toodyay and one of his favourite items to 
unearth are Toodyay Road Board (TRB) 
horse-drawn vehicle plates.
 Mr Hocking is the only person to have 
recovered examples of the larger versions 
which are considered to be far rarer.
	 “I	 have	 been	 lucky	 enough	 to	 find	 four	
of the larger TRB cart plates and each has 
the same year of 1923, which puzzles me 
considerably.
 “These plates are unique in that I don’t 
know of any other Road Board or municipal 

Rare plates for horsedrawn 
carts found in Toodyay

A small horsedrawn cart plate unearthed by local prospector Nick Hocking.

council making them like this.”
 Horse-drawn vehicle or cart plates were 
used in a similar fashion to the way we use 
motor vehicle licence plates today and were 
typically mounted at the rear of the carriage 
or cart.
 The plates were manufactured between 
1911 and 1924 and were available in two 
different sizes with the smaller variety 
measuring 5cm square and the larger 7.5cm 
square . The small plates have the numbers 
23-24 signifying the years 1923-1924 which 
was	 their	 final	 year	 of	manufacture.	The	
larger plates bear the full date of 1923.

Toodyay Probus Club
Norm Green

A MAJOR feature of our local Probus Club 
is our guest speakers who provide interesting 
stories and anecdotes for our monthly Herald 
article.
 Our last speaker was certainly quite 

Female Tornado fighter pilot 
flies high with Probians

riveting. Flight Lieutenant Sue Freeman took 
some time off from her role as an instructor 
on Hawk 127 trainer aircraft at RAAF Pearce 
to entertain us.
 Sue did this well, with her description of 
her career and adventures as a Tornado jet 
fighter	pilot	in	the	British	Royal	Air	Force	
(RAF).
	 After	her	talk	Sue	was	off	to	fly	high	with	
a trainee pilot at Pearce, to see if he could 
cope with clouds at night.
 Some things we learnt:
 Missiles are MISS-iles and bombs are HIT-
iles. This is due to the programming of the 
RAF heat-seeking missiles to pull alongside 
enemy aircraft and cut them in two rather 
than hit them and blow them apart.
 Fighter pilots make lousy husbands; Sue 
divorced two of them.
	 Navigators	 in	fighter	 jets	 don’t	 navigate	
they just point the radar as they go too fast 
for normal navigation.
 Sue related an amusing incident about 
when she was ordered to deter a Russian 
reconnaissance plane (Tupolev TU-142) over 
northern Scotland.
	 She	was	flying	her	Tornado	 close	 to	 the	
Russian plane when she saw that one of the 
crew was holding a sign saying ‘hello’.
 The only time she was given a pistol and 
live rounds was when she was on an exercise 
in the Northern Territory. When she queried 
the weapon’s use she was told that it was to 
protect her against crocodiles.
 There is a lot more to be told about Sue’s 
exploits but space is limited.
 A member of the Wildlife Conservation 
Fund is this month’s guest speaker. The 
meeting on Tuesday September 13 is also a 
dinner meeting and will start at 1pm at the 
Freemasons Hotel.
 If you are inspired to come along and 
join Toodyay Probus Club please ring our 
president Joan Bath on 0417 171 606 or send 
an email to joanbath@bigpond.com/.

mailto:joanbath@bigpond.com/
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Morangup Craft Group
Ida O’Connell

ONCE a year, we celebrate all of our 
birthdays on one enjoyable day.
 This year we had a special pensioners’ $20 
three-course lunch at Chidlow Tavern which 
we all enjoyed.
 Come and join us at our Morangup Craft 
Group which meets in the Community Hall 
from	10am	to	12.30pm	on	the	first	and	third	

Ragbags Quilting Group
Kerry Gregory

A CHANCE conversation recently with a 
friend about how sluggish her sewing machine 
was operating lead to a discussion about regular 
cleaning and oiling of older machines to ensure 
efficient	operation.
 When we are doing a lot of piecing, free- 
motion and walking-foot quilting by machine, 
there	is	a	surprising	amount	of	lint	and	fibres	
collected around the needle shaft and bobbin 
areas.
 If a large amount of lint gathers under the 
bobbin housing it can compact with oil residue 
and greatly impede smooth operation of your 

The Crooked Needle
Jean Melhuish-Hill

THE RECENT rain has not dampened the 
spirits of the craft group as it’s a time we can 
devote to craft without feeling guilty about not 
working outside.
 Well, that was until the sun came out and 
many of us turned to the garden to tackle the 
weeds that have sprung up.
 There have been quite a number of quilts 
completed, many stuffed toys, scarfs, blankets, 
napkin holders, slippers and mats not to 
mention Christmas cards and decorations.
 Val Keogh has turned to something a little 
different. Her daughter is involved in The 
Friends of the Koala group and as a thank 
you to their volunteers Val has been working 
on embroidering koala brooches made from 
padded felt to support the brooch clip. Each 
one is a work of art.
 When you share what you have been working 
on someone is sure to come up with some 
suggestions and support. Some trials are now 

Toodyay Spinners
Gail Williams

OUR NEW president Robyn Petersen recently 
completed two cosy and colourful matching 
blankets, a small one for a baby’s cot and a 
larger knee rug for adults.
 The rugs were woven on Robyn’s home- 
based	large	floor	loom	and	would	make	an	ideal	
gift.
 You don’t have to be a spinner to join our 
group or even to use a ‘traditional’ spinning 
wheel.
 Some of our members have now gone 
‘electric’ and bring along their small pocket-
sized electric spinning wheels.
 Toodyay Spinners would like to extend an 
invitation to anyone who wishes to learn a new 
skill as we have members experienced in the 
craft of knitting, crochet, spinning and weaving 
and our members are only too willing to teach 
you.
 Toodyay Spinners meet every Wednesday 

Robyn Peterson’s woven rugs.

and	the	first	and	third	Saturday	of	the	month	at	
Parker’s Cottage in the Toodyay Showgrounds.
 Why not come along and join our group? You 
only need yourself. We meet from 9am until 
noon.
 If you require further information please 
contact secretary Gail Williams on 9622 3411.

Pocket-sized electric wheels now the go

From left: Elna Portable Machine 1960s, HQ Sweet Sixteen Quilting Machine 2020, Brother 
Quilter/Sewing Machine 2005 and Hand-wheel Singer Sewing Machine circa 1850.

The good oil on how to maintain 
your sewing machines

machine, no matter how old or advanced your 
sewing machine may be.
 Lint collects particularly around the bobbin 
area and under the bobbin housing which 
generally necessitates unscrewing the top plate 
to remove the bobbin housing, enabling a good 
clean out under and all around the cavity beside 
it, where an amazing amount of dust and lint 
may accumulate.
 Older models of sewing machines will come 
with instructions to carefully apply a drop of 
fine	machine	oil	to	a	spot	or	two	to	smoothe	
the	 friction	 of	 its	 operation	 and	 you’ll	 find	
your machine is a good deal quieter once this 
is applied.
 There are plenty of different ideas about how 
frequently you should clean your machine but 
my feeling is that if I haven’t used the machine 
for quite a while or when I’m starting on a new 
project I have a good clean out, oil and replace 
the needle for a good sharp point to pierce the 
fabric and wadding, thus reducing the drag of 
wadding	fibres	into	the	bobbin	area.
 Different types of wadding tend to release 
fibres	more	freely	than	others,	but	my	personal	
preference is cotton and I use it for everything, 
buying it by the whole bolt for economy.
 Cleaning your sewing machine has always 
been of great importance and I remember 
as a very young child being asked by my 
grandmother to hold out my hand to receive the 
oily lint so as to not soil the machine deck as 
she cleaned and oiled her old treadle machine. 
This was important as she was a wedding gown 
dressmaker	often	using	fine	 fabrics,	 silk	and	
beautiful laces.
 Toodyay Ragbags welcomes new members. 
Bring your quilt project or some hand sewing, 
knitting or crochet and have a cuppa, a chat and 
very probably a laugh with us.
	 We	meet	on	 the	first	 and	 third	Wednesday	
each month from 10am to 2pm in the St 
Stephen’s Anglican Church Hall, Stirling 
Terrace, Toodyay.

Craft group celebrates every 
birthday at once

Morangup Craft Group members joint birthday celebration at Chidlow Tavern.

Tuesdays of each month.
 We welcome new members to join our 
group and it costs only $3 which covers the 
hall hire and goes towards providing tea and 
coffee.
 Bring your knitting or sewing as we have 
experts in both crafts who can help you or 
just come for a chat.
 For more information ring Ida on 
0428 449 942. Hope to meet you soon.

Koala brooches pay tribute to volunteers

Carol Barlow’s wall hanging.

Val Keogh’s koala brooches.

Phyllis McDonnell’s cosy slippers.

Comfy socks made by Phyllis McDonnell.

being run on some machine-embroidered 
models; can’t wait to see the results.
 Many of the group are still working on our 
surprise competition pieces which will be judged 
in October. They are not Toodyay Agricultural 
Show items but a personal challenge within the 
group. The November issue of The Herald will 
reveal the competition’s content and winners.

 Speaking of the Show, I know there will be 
many entries from our group in this year’s craft 
section.We meet each Friday morning at the 
CWA Hall in Stirling Terrace, Toodyay from 
9.30am to noon.
 For more information please contact Jan on 
0407 083 079 or Annette on 0428 804 666.

tel:0428449942
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Arts Toodyay
Tricia Chrimes

ARTS Toodyay is in the midst of change and 
with a brand new committee comes change.
 Change is inevitable in all aspects of our 
lives and it can be exciting and challenging.
 Arts Toodyay is all about inclusion, 
community and involvement with a vision 
that all artists are able to showcase their 
artwork locally.
 In future we will be providing more local 
art exhibitions, classes on various techniques 
and the opportunity to meet the artist in 
person.
 Arts Toodyay is in discussions regarding 
an art gallery in the heart of Toodyay.
 Watch this space for more exciting news 
in the future.
 For all enquiries regarding Arts Toodyay 
email secretary.arts.2j@gmail.com/. 

Toodyay Community Singers
Anne Millar

HI ALL. We are in the middle of rehearsals 
for the Toodyay Agricultural Show on 
Saturday October 9 at the showgrounds.
 The group has been working hard to 
present a nice selection of songs to entertain 
you.
 We are still in need of new singers so if 
you enjoy singing please come along and 
visit us on Thursday nights from 7pm at the 
CWA Hall on Stirling Terrace, Toodyay.

Toodyay Music Club
Jenny Edgecombe

THE SKIFFLE session at the beginning 
of our meetings is so popular that, after 
discussion, we reinstated it last month while 
keeping a certain level of social distancing.
 It is debatable whether the slightly raucous 
belting out of a few well-known songs fell 
into the category of a gentle warm-up but 
everyone certainly enjoyed a sing-along of 
some old songs.
 Members were also delighted to catch 
up with former member Jeanette who was 
visiting from Albany.
 The club’s theme days are very popular, 
with this month’s songs being based around 
a theme simply called ‘happy’.
 A number of our happy choices came from 
the post-war years of the 1940s and 1950s.
 Side by Side, sung by Peter and Moya, got 
the individual items off to a good start while 
Maurice’s Whistle a Happy Tune, complete 
with some enviable whistling, was a great 
follow-up.
 There was a swinging jazz touch in 
Brian’s Get Happy, then Collette’s lovely 
Sunshine on My Shoulder introduced a more 
contemplative mood.
 Bonnie was cheerfully Singing in the Rain 
and Midnight Special by Wheel certainly 
filled	the	hall	with	joy.
 Jenny had come up with a sweet song, We 
Believe in Happy Endings. Joe, on the other 
hand, decided we should not be allowed to 
be too sugary, so brought the joyful tone 
down just a little with the mildly bizarre 
Persecuting Pigeons in Trafalgar Square, 
which had apparently made Bill Oddie quite 
happy.
	 Maurice	and	Eileen	were	in	fine	form	and	
their items included lively presentations of 
Lousiana Man and Penny Arcade.
	 Judging	by	the	difficulty	in	getting	people	
back to singing after the tea break, members 
also greatly enjoyed catching up with their 
friends as part of this very happy afternoon.
 Please note that the AGM, which will start 

Toodyay Theatre Group
Shannan Smith

THE TOODYAY Theatre Group’s last 
performance for the year, Fogies, was a hit 
for young and old.
 The show was Charlene Daymon’s 
directorial debut and with some help from 
seasoned theatre group members, Tanya 
Stuart and Dave Mitchell, the show was a 
huge success.
 Barry Vause did another fantastic job on 
lights and music and Jeanette Young was our 
prompt. Thank you to all who helped.
 The cast of Fogies, a mix of actors whose 
ages ranged from 10 to 16 all worked so hard 
to bring this performance to life.
 From our more-experienced performers, 

A couple of Fogies escaped from Smileaway Retirement Home and were wandering around 
at last month’s Toodyay Farmers Market. 

Mixed young Fogies cast 
raises the rafters 

to the beautiful dancing flowers and all 
the interesting characters from Smileaway 
Retirement Home, Fogies had everyone 
laughing and singing and I even saw some of 
our more mature audience members nodding 
their heads in agreement.
 A huge “well done” to all the kids. We hope 
to see you back again next year.
 After an amazing debut, we hope Charlene 
will grace us with her directorial skills in the 
future.
 Coming soon is Secret Women’s Business 
a one-night-only event presented by The 
Toodyay Theatre Group on Saturday 
September 11 at Toodyay Memorial Hall.
 Tickets are available through TryBooking.
com so get in quick before they sell out.

Raucous return of club’s 
skiffle warm-up

at 1pm, will be held before the September 
meeting.
 Toodyay Music Club meets from 1-5 pm 
on the second Saturday of the month at the
CWA Hall, Stirling Terrace, Toodyay.
 Talk to Joe on 0400 862 694 for more 
information.

Change afoot for arts

On song for the Show

mailto:secretary.arts.2j@%20gmail.com
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ENVIRONMENT

The Julimar State Forest is one area that Chalice Mining wants to access to drill to establish whether core samples can confirm results from electromagnetic surveys.

Mining watchdog urges Julimar to take lead
Avon and Hills Mining Awareness 
Group

FOR ALMOST seven years AHMAG has 
been campaigning to stop open-cut mining 
in our area and core members will soon be 
stepping aside.
 We need people to commit to protecting 
our environment and lifestyle now and 
urge interested parties to ring 9574 7166 or 

Python Watch
Desraé Clarke

ALTHOUGH the weather has not been 
conducive to Bobtails appearing, one was 
recently rescued off the road as it tried to 
warm itself and there have been several similar 
reports of near misses.
 The Bobtail is, like other reptiles, an animal 
that derives its body heat from the sun, a term 
known as ‘heliotherm’.
 With spring around the corner be mindful of 
these creatures enjoying the heat of the roads. 
Another reptile which takes advantage of the 
heat from the road to assist with incubation 
of its eggs is the Western Bearded Dragon 
(Pogona minor).
 We recent ly  found the  ‘ s loughed’ 
(pronounced ‘sluffed’) skin of a Reticulated 
Velvet Gecko (Oedura reticulata). As I knew 
nothing about the reasons and process of 
herpetofauna ‘sloughing’ the research became 
very interesting. All reptiles ‘slough’ their skins 
as do frogs and turtles. The process is termed 
as ‘a voluntary discarded skin’.
 Reptiles have a dry outer skin which is a layer 
of dead overlapping scales.
 As the dead skin doesn’t grow it needs to 
be removed and this process is known as 
‘sloughing’.
 Young creatures continue to grow and the 
skin may be ‘sloughed’ once every three weeks, 
whereas the mature creature may slough once, 
or up to three times annually.
 Reptiles with legs such as lizards, monitors, 

‘Scruffy’ reptiles are 
‘sloughing’ their skin

A Bobtail in the process of ‘sloughing’. Photo: Wayne Clarke.

skinks, geckos etc. have a skin that will be shed 
in pieces whereas legless lizards, snakes, etc. 
shed their skin in one piece turning it inside out 
as it sheds.
 Close examination of the Reticulated Velvet 
Gecko ‘slough’ revealed a small clear circle in 
the skin that covered the head; it is the scale that 
covers and protects the eye of the species. As 
the eyelid is immovable, the gecko cleans the 
scale covering its eye with a rapid movement 
of its tongue.
 Like all reptiles the monitor sheds its skin 
regularly with some shedding the skin as a 
complete	unit	and	other	bits	flaking	off	in	small	
sections resulting in the old skin adhering to 
the	 throat,	flanks	 and	 legs	giving	 a	 ‘scruffy’	
appearance. This ‘scruffy’ appearance has also 
been observed on the familiar Bobtail.
 A frog normally ‘sloughs’ on a regular basis. 
It avoids dry areas and in those periods it avoids 
dehydration by concealing itself in a cool area 
and envelops itself in a cocoon made of shed 
skin and mucous.Turtles also regularly ‘slough’ 
with the material resembling a piece of slime 
on the waterway.
 For reptile relocation contact the following 
volunteer community members: Sue Eldridge 
0408 944 981 or 9574 5407 ($25 per call-out); 
Brian Foley 0419 933 721; Ebony Francis 0403 
335 348 (after hours/weekends), and John 
Hansen 0491 228 742 (after hours/weekends).
 The Toodyay Naturalists’ Club is always 
grateful to receive information about birds, 
reptiles, frogs, turtles or plants. These can be 
emailed to info@toodyaynats.org.au or by 
phoning 9574 5574.

email ps.harms@redbrookart.com.au before 
Tuesday September 14.
 Our fully incorporated group has all the 
resources for a new committee to start on a 
sound	financial	footing	with	guidance	from	
retiring members.
 AHMAG was formed in 2014 when 
the threat of bauxite mining galvanised 
the communities of Morangup, Toodyay, 
Gidgegannup, Wooroloo and Wundowie.

 In 2015 a 4500-signature petition was 
presented to both Houses of Parliament but 
with the threat of bauxite mining going onto 
the backburner, AHMAG shifted its focus to 
opposing all forms of open-cut mining within 
a 100km radius of Perth and also started 
monitoring large-scale extractive industries 
such as gravel mining.
 More than 5000 signatures have been 
collected for the new wider-ranging petition 
which will not be presented to Parliament if 
AHMAG folds.
 A core group of members raised awareness 
and much-needed funds at local agricultural 
shows, markets and car boot sales and the 
group has a good stock of merchandise and 
equipment to attend local events. 
 Over the years many people have worked 
hard to inform the public about the negative 
impacts of mining and it will be a great 
shame if this important work ends.
 If no-one steps up to form a committee 
we will have no option but to close. There 
will be no more articles in The Gidgegram 

or The Toodyay Herald, and our web site 
and Facebook page with more than 1000 
followers will be taken down.
 It’s now or never and we all know that 
once it’s gone – it’s gone. Please don’t let 
this happen to our environment and rural 
lifestyle.

STOP PRESS
ON AUGUST 9 Chalice Mining applied for 
seven more exploration permits which take 
in parts of Julimar State Forest and other 
nature reserves.
 The four applications to explore the Julimar 
forest are big blocks, as is one in the Avon 
Valley National Park, and smaller sections 
of Clackline Nature Reserve and Drummond 
Nature Reserve are also pegged.
 Chalice’s proposed exploration footprint 
has increased. To see if your area is in the 
company’s sights register with Land Tracker 
Maps (it’s free) at landtracker@landtrack.
com.au and search for E70/5861 through to 
E70/5867.

ENVIRONMENT

mailto:landtracker@landtrack.com
mailto:landtracker@landtrack.com
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Bird of the Month
Desraé Clarke

IT WAS a wonderful surprise to recently 
photograph an adult and juvenile Black-
shouldered Kite perched high in a dead tree 
on a cold misty morning.
 As with most birds of prey the female is 
larger than the male bird. In this species the 
female is 35 to 38cm with the male 33 to 
36cm; the birds have a wingspan of 90cm.
 The Black-shouldered Kite soars on 
strongly up-curved wings hovering 
frequently over grasslands and farm stubble 
to swoop and take a mouse, small reptile or 
ground bird.
 It often hunts at daybreak or dusk when 
mice are most active and the population of 
this species erupts after rodent plagues.
 The Black-shouldered Kite is a small, 
pale grey hawk with a white head, a black 
shoulder patch and a white underbody.
 It has a red eye, with a distinct black 
eyebrow passing through the eye to appear 
as an extended eyebrow, a yellow cere and 
yellow legs. Immature birds have a mottled 

Safe and Scenic Toodyay Road

IN RECENT weeks we have been hearing 
more about the proposed diversion of Great 
Eastern Highway from the Clackline area 
heading north-west to cross and then rejoin 
Toodyay Road after Gidgegannup.
 Long in the planning phase, information 
about the so-called EastLink is being 
provided by Main Roads WA at various 
public forums.
 The creation of a new two-lane highway 
through bush areas means of course more 
loss of the natural environment.
 In light of this, our group has been arguing 
that if EastLink should be constructed it 
can be combined with judicious local road 
improvements that link key extractive 
industries to the Great Eastern Highway, 
negating the need for such major re-
engineering of Toodyay Road.
 That argument has fallen on deaf ears so 
potentially we will be getting both EastLink 
and the conversion of Toodyay Road into the 
Great North-Eastern Highway.
 Not surprisingly, a campaign has started 
to try and stop EastLink and we have met 
with representatives to share our respective 
experiences.
 Of course, there will be those people in 
the Hills such as residents of Sawyers Valley 
and Mundaring who will be welcoming the 
building	of	EastLink	and	the	traffic	diverted	
away from their domestic environment.
 This highlights the problem for the general 
community, namely how do we deal with the 
‘not in my backyard’ problem?

Toodyay Naturalists’ Club
Desraé Clarke

ON AUGUST 21, club patron Dr Neville 
Marchant lead a wonderful excursion 
through Wandoo woodlands in the area of 
Mt Observation within the Shire of York.
 Although rain was forecast we enjoyed 
a perfect day to appreciate the special 
surroundings	 and	 search	 for	wildflowers;	
the grey skies provided an ideal backdrop 
for avid photographers.
 Neville imparted so much interesting data 
on the various plants found in the areas 
beneath majestic Wandoos and around 
granite outcrops.
 He spoke on the life cycle of mosses, the 
uses for the Cycad plant, Macrozamia, the 
benefits	of	the	fungi	in	the	forest	areas	and	
gave much information on the complex life 
cycle of the insectivorous plant the Sundew 
(Drosera).
 This family of plant species has the ability 
to trap and digest insects with secretions 
from glands on the plant.
 Interestingly, the name Drosera takes 
its name from the Greek word ‘droseros’ 
meaning ‘dewy’.
 The tiny hairs on the plant, which give off 
a	sticky	dewy	fluid	in	tiny	droplets,	react	to	

York walk features insect-
eating Drosera

Avon Region must go it 
alone to conserve nature

Natural bush which attracts wildlife and 
visitors is under threat from road building.

Black-shouldered Kite 
soars on curved wings

Black-shouldered Kite. Photo: Wayne Clarke.

Dew drops on the leaf base of Sundew. Photo: Vicki Warburton.

buff-brown colouring on the crown, neck 
breast and mottled white/brown wings.
 The Black-shouldered Kite prefers open 
country and nests high in a solitary tree 
or a small group of trees with cleared 
surroundings.
 Breeding is from April to October with the 
building of a small twig nest lined with fresh 
leaves; a new nest is built in the same area 
annually.
 Three to four cream-white eggs, heavily 
blotched with a chocolate-brown colour are 
laid. Incubation is by the female for 30 to 34 
days with the male sitting guard, when not 
hunting, on a nearby tree. Nestlings are sandy 
coloured which turns to grey in about nine 
days.	The	young	fledge	in	about	35	days.
 The Black-shouldered Kite is found within 
our shire. However, an area where this 
species was regularly observed now has 
been devoid of the bird for at least the past 
six years.
 The Toodyay Naturalists’ Club would 
welcome any bird sightings to be recorded 
on the data base as records are so important. 
Contact the website toodyaynats.org.au/.

the landing of an insect enabling the plant to 
capture and ingest its prey.
 Despite this plant’s ‘capture and trap’ 
reputation there are spectacular leaf bases, 
especially when covered in early morning 
dew, together with delicate pink, white and 
orange	flowers	of	the	different	members	of	
the genus.
 This month’s meeting on Saturday  
September 18 will be an excursion with 
Neville to the Rica Erickson Reserve in the 
Victoria Plains Shire.
 The late Mrs Erickson was a farmer’s 
wife living in Bolgart who became a noted 
naturalist and historian and was well-known 
to many Toodyayites. For further information 
and	final	details	of	the	visit	please	refer	to	
the club’s website closer to the date.
 If you have enquiries or require assistance 
for injured, sick or orphaned wildlife please 
contact the 24/7 volunteer service Wildcare 
on 9474 9055.
 The club welcomes reports, photos, and 
any natural history observations to record 
on the club’s database.
 Contact or enquiries may be made by 
emailing info@toodyaynats.org.au; 9574 
5574 or by visiting Drummond House which 
is open from 10am until noon on Saturdays.

 We cannot, nor should not, stop development 
as such but there seems very little effective 
protection against development for any areas 
in the Avon region.
 As we indicate in this month’s Letters page, 
representation at a Federal level that is more 
sympathetic to the environment would help.
 But those of us living in the Avon region 
also have to look after our own destiny. We 
urgently need a regional plan that seeks to 
protect the unique environment that drew 
people	to	live	here	in	the	first	place.
 So, as well as advocating to achieve lower-
cost safety improvements to Toodyay Road, 
we will also be calling for more coordinated 
planning to achieve a better balance between 
development and the environment.
 Come and see us at this month’s Toodyay 
Farmers Market and visit our website sastr.
com.au for more information and to sign our 
petition.

mailto:info@toodyaynats.org.au
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Toodyay Friends Of the River
Greg Warburton and Bridget Leggett

MEMBERS of the Toodyay Friends of the 
River Inc had a busy month.
	 Continuing	rain	meant	a	fast-flowing	Avon	
River and further erosion at Red Banks Pool, 
so last month’s working bees concentrated 
on the Bilya Walk Track.
 The Sunday working bee spent its time 
clearing a tree which was across the track and 
putting the debris near the edge of the bank 
to deter walkers and Avon Descent spectators 
from getting close to the edge.
 The Monday working bee concentrated its 
efforts near the Pelham Brook outlet doing 
some repair work near one of the culverts 
where water running off the walk track had 
caused some erosion.
 The Friends also provided the parking 
marshals for the Avon Descent and were kept 
busy	until	well	 after	 the	 allotted	finishing	
time	directing	 traffic	and	at	 the	same	time	
providing a friendly welcome to Toodyay.
 Later, members monitored the Avon 
Descent activity at Millard’s Pool, Extracts 
Weir, Red Banks Pool and Weatherall 
Reserve. They also braved the frigid morning 
at Cobbler Pool and enjoyed the turbulent 
spectacle at the Supershoot on the second 
day.
 Heavy winter rains have delivered a very 
unusual sight this year; water cascading 
into the reservoir at Pelham Reserve, over 
the spillway, past the Old Gaol and  into the 
Avon River via the stormwater construction 
which was part of the Friend’s Pelham Brook 
Outlet Restoration Project.
 The spillway has an interesting history. 
By the 1890s the wells that the residents 
of Newcastle (Toodyay) depended on 
were getting low so the municipal council 
successfully lobbied the government for a 
better water supply.

Toodyay Garden Club
Daphne Lee

HELLO happy gardeners. We have had some 
lovely rain-free days and are looking forward 
to many more as spring approaches. Rain can 
come – but only at night.
 Last month’s featured garden was Bethan 
Lloyd’s property on Giles Road and we had a 
lovely day.
 Bethan’s garden was started from scratch 22 
years ago and is a credit to her hard work and 
love for growing plants.
 The plants are mostly natives and eremophilas 
but	also	a	brilliant	display	of	flowering	aloes	
planted by Bethan’s daughter many years ago.
 There are also many fruit trees and a thriving 
vegetable garden.
 Also on the property was a grove of 
sandalwood trees and many succulents are 
dotted throughout the garden.
 Lots of everlastings were just waiting to 
bloom and I’m sure they are a picture by now.
 Bethan is renowned for her talent of 
propagating many of her plants and I am lucky 
to have some in my garden.
 Thank you so much for having us, Bethan.  

Aloes in full flower in Bethan Lloyd’s Toodyay garden. Photo: Janis Ackroyd.

Gardeners love the rain 
– but only at night

ENVIRONMENT

 It was a great day with a lovely morning tea 
– thanks ladies.
 Special thanks go to Russty and Liz for once 
again	providing	the	raffle	prizes.	The	shrieks	
of delight from some of the lucky winners was 
a joy to hear especially as I overheard one say 
that they never win anything.
 So come along and join us for garden club 
and you too may be a lucky winner.
 Our next excursion on Thursday September 
2 is to Denise and David Richardson’s garden 
at 3215 Julimar Road, Chittering. The property 
is	33kms	from	Toodyay	and	flags	will	be	out	
on the left hand side. We will be staying on for 
a sausage sizzle lunch.
 On Thursday October 7 we will travel by 
bus to Claire and Ron Dadd’s property in 
Goomalling. Book your seats at this month’s 
meeting and please ring me on 9574 2375 for 
more information.
 We are a very happy group on committee 
and always welcome newcomers to join us so 
please keep that in mind as positions become 
available.
 Thanks to everyone who helped at the recent 
busy bee at the racecourse; I know it was very 
much appreciated.
 See you all at the picnic races.

Pellham spillway overflow 
delivers unusual sight

Water flowing over the Pelham Reserve spillway on August 10. Photo: Greg Warburton.

 By 1900 a million-gallon (4.55m litres) 
water supply reservoir had been completed 
just	 off	Pelham	Street	 to	 capture	 the	flow	
from Pelham Brook.
	 The	 concrete	 spillway	 overflow	 for	 the	
reservoir was also constructed to direct the 
water and minimise erosion.
 This water storage system served as 
Newcastle’s	supply	until	the	Goldfields	water	
pipe spur line reached Newcastle in 1908.
 Once the pipeline arrived, the Pelham 
Reservoir was mostly used by locals to cool-
off in summer.
 Today’s visitors to the area can get a 
glimpse of the climatic conditions of 
yesteryear; a walk track, parking area and 
interpretive sign enhance this historical 
location.
 This month’s working bees will be held 
on Sunday September 12 and Monday 
September 13 at 9am.
 Members will be kept busy restoring the 
Bilya Walk Track as a complete survey by 
the	project	officer	has	revealed	that	most	of	
the track is badly affected by inundation and 
erosion.
 Details of the meeting places will be 
posted on the Friend’s notice board outside 
Drummond House which is next to the bank. 
Interested members of the public are most 
welcome to attend.
 We had such a good planting year this year 
so don’t forget to order your plants for the 
next planting season.
 The Friend’s Seed Group grows local and 
regional native plants at the shade house at 
the Toodyay Junction. These are free for 
community group projects and provided to 
individual landholders at a low price.
 Email bethanlloyd_8@msn.com for a copy 
of the order form. The Seed Group starts 
sowing seed in October so please get your 
forms	back	as	soon	as	possible	and	definitely	
before Christmas.
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ACCOUNTANT

ACCOMMODATIONACCOMMODATION
TRADES AND SERVICES

ACCOUNTANT

BOOK SALES

AIR CONDITIONING

AUTO AIR CONDITIONING BALLET SCHOOL

BOBCAT HIREBICYCLES

Automotive, Machinery, Airconditioning,
Caravan Servicing and Mechanical Repairs

BEAUTY THERAPY
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BEAUTY SALONBARRISTERS & SOLICITORSBARRISTERS & SOLICITORS

• Property Conveyancing & Settlements

• Wills & Probate • Succession Planning

• Trusts & Partnerships

• Enduring Powers of Attorney & Guardianship

• Criminal Injuries Compensation
• Criminal & Civil Litigation

85 Fitzgerald Street, Northam WA 6401

Ph: 9622 5755  Fax: 9622 5633•
Email: mayham@wn.com.au

BOBCAT AND TRUCK HIRE
WHY BARROW IT.. . . . . . .BOBCAT IT.. . . . . .

ALL TYPES OF WORK - NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL

LANDSCAPING ADVICE FREELY GIVEN
* FIREBREAKS * LEVELLING 

* TANK, SHED & HOUSE PADS  
* SAND * SOIL * GRAVEL * ROAD BASE 

* BLUE METAL *

9574 2130                                                      0408 952 215WEEKEND WORK AVAILABLE
PHONE PAUL HARRINGTON

AIR CONDITIONING

ANTENNA SERVICES APPLIANCE REPAIRS

B.G. 
Antenna Services 

* TV Antennas
* Digital TV

* Satellite TV
* Sound Systems

Servicing Toodyay and Surrounding 
Districts 

Phone Barry Grey on
 0428 742 149  

bgantennas@bigpond.com 

BUILDINGBOBCAT HIRE
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COMPUTER

GB’s PC’s
FOR MOBILE COMPUTER

REPAIRS AND UPGRADES

For virus and spyware removal, 
hardware repair, system upgrades 

and quotes on new PC’s

Call Glen or Vicki on 9572 9170
or 0409 904 994

email gbpc@iinet.net.au

COMPUTER SERVICE

CONCRETE

TRADES AND SERVICES

• Detailed earth works  • Drainage and pipework
• Horse arenas and round yards • Laser level cut and fill
• Driveways and Remediation works
• General trenching (pipes, Cables, footings)
• Block clean-ups and stump removal

• 7t Tip truck 
• 4t Excavator (with tilt hitch)
• S160 Bobcat plus attachments

Brett Schutz

0448 227 758
ABN 51 136 196 802  /  PO Box 1540 Toodyay 6566  /  Email: bnearthworks@gmail.com

MACHINES

EARTHWORKS ELECTRICAL

DOG GROOMING

EARTHMOVING ELECTRICAL

iClean on-site

All enquiries & quotes contact Samara on 0457 843 476 email: swishy@hotmail.com

Offering A Reliable, 
Prompt and Affordable 

Cleaning Service
Commercial, Domestic 

Cleaning and
Gardening Services

Specialising in internal 
electrical ofce

equipment cleansing

email: icos.sam@outlook.com

CLEANING

Ron Jones
PO Box 164
Toodyay WA 
Phone/Fax
9574 2087

BUILDERS      OWNER BUILDERS      HOME RENOVATORS

we supply...
Plasterboard & Accessories

Fibrous Cement Sheeting and Insulation
Plasterboard Installation 

Fix, Flush, Cornice & Sand

CARPET CLEANING

Classic 
Carpet Cleaners

                Steam cleaning carpets 
                and upholstery
                25 years experience

                ALL AREAS
                Stephen Soer 

              0403 067 323

CEILINGS

CAFE CARPENTRY

For 
Quality Timber

• Pergolas • Gazebos

• Decking • Screens

• Carports • Fencing

FREE 
QUOTES

Simon 

0423 350 458

Outdoor CarpentryOutdoor Carpentry
20 Years Experience

BUILDING - DRAFTING

CEILINGS

Greg 0407 915 734
Email: fawksie28@gmail.com

• Plasterboard 

• Ceilings & Walls

Install • Flush  

Cornice • Sand

• Repairs

cGup--Tec

CURTAINS AND BLINDS

Toodyay Curtains & Blinds Buy direct and bank the difference

Holland Blinds, Vertical Drapes
Awnings, Venetians, Panel Glides
Curtains and Tracks, Roller Shutters 
and much more!

Phone: Paul Hodgkiss 

0409 812 671
Email: paulhodgy@outlook.com

CONTAINERS FOR CHANGE

CLOCK & WATCH

‘Old Timers Welcome’
Clock and Watch Service and Repairs

Batteries and Bands replaced

Email: toodyayclockandwatch@outlook.com
www.toodyayclockandwatch.com

Call or email Ted Gallop 
to discuss your requirements

Phone 9507 1705 or 

0437 799 525
Full member of the Master Clock and 

Watchmakers Association of WA

Toodyay CLOCK & WATCH
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TRADES AND SERVICES

GARAGE DOORS

QUALITY LOCAL SERVICE! 

�G� 
OUTDOOR 
& Maintenance 

AFTER HOURS & EMERGENCY CALL-OUTS 
Ph: Shane on 0409 089 994  

allstrong.outdoors@bigpond.com 

HAIRDRESSER

FITNESS GAS FITTING

HIRE SERVICE

FUNERALS

FURNITURE

FENCING

GT FENCING
EXPERIENCED LOCAL OPERATOR - COMPARE THE PRICES - FREE QUOTES

PHONE GARRY  0418 917 475EMAIL: gtfencing56@gmail.com

RURAL / HOBBY FARM

• POST AND RAIL
• ELECTRIC FENCING
• POST RAMMING

DOMESTIC 

• RESIDENTIAL & HERITAGE ALL STYLES.....
   TIMBER OR STEEL

• INSURANCE WORK
• REMOTE CONTROLLED SOLAR OR ELECTRIC GATES

FENCING

EC 002951LIFELINE 
ELECTRICS

All types of  Commercial 
and domestic installations

FREE QUOTES
New to Toodyay, 

with 35 years experience
JOHN HAGGAS

81 Stirlingia Drive
Toodyay WA 6566
Mail to PO Box 259 
Toodyay 6566

Mobile: 0419 963 525
A/H: (08) 9574 5483
Email: jbhaggas@bigpond.com

ELECTRICIAN ELECTRICIAN

FASHION

GARDEN CARE

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICIAN
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PLASTIC FABRICATION

TRADES AND SERVICES

•
• 
•
•
•

 Bulk billing to Medicare
HBF & DVA Provider
 Competitive prices
 Great range of frames & sunglasses
 Locally owned and operated

www.northamoptical.com.au

138 Fitzgerald St Northam WA P 9621 1131 E northamoptical@yahoo.com.au

OPTOMETRIST PEST CONTROL

REGIONAL PEST CONTROL 
  PHD Lic : 727                  30 years Experience                ABN : 35 203 910 408 

The Experienced Professionals in Pest Control 

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED 
For all your Domestic or Commercial Pest Control Needs  

CONTACT : KEN PROWSE 

   
Call Your Regional Pest Control Experts

 

9574 4401 ph / fax  
Mobile : 0427 778 643 

OBLIGATION  

FREE 

QUOTES 
  email : regionalpestcontrol@bigpond.com  

PEST CONTROL

NURSERY

PLUMBER

LANDSCAPING AND EARTHWORKS LIVESTOCK TRANSPORT

MECHANICAL

EziFixEziFix
MOBILE WELDING

NEW & USED MOTOR VEHICLES NEW & USED MOTOR VEHICLES

MECHANICAL

CUSTOM PLASTIC FABRICATORS

Manufacturing, Pipework, 
and On-Site Repairs

BW Plastics Pty Ltd

60 Old York Road, Northam WA 6401 
PO Box 315 Northam 6401

Kevin Williams 
0417 946 703

Tel: 9622 8571
sales@bwplastics.com.au  -  www.bwplastics.com.au

Items made from PVC, HDPE, PP
Special orders welcome for custom made tanks and 

 trays, covers or belts and specialist pipe fittings. 
Repair work including Spray tank/water tank repairs

GARRY SMITH
EXPERIENCED LOCAL OPERATOR - COMPARE THE PRICES - FREE QUOTES

 0418 917 475
EMAIL: getgaz56@bigpond.com

• 
• 

SHADE SAILS
• INSURANCE WORK

PATIOS / CARPORTS
PERGOLAS / DECKS

• 
• OWNER BUILDER ASSISTANCE
• SHED CONVERSIONS / RENOVATIONS
• SMALL ADDITIONS
• TILING

• STEEL FRAMED HOUSE CONSTRUCTION

Local contact for:

HANDYMAN - BUILDER HORSE RUGS REPAIR

Paul & Suzanne Hodgkiss

Carpet 
Overlocking

Canvas 
Repairs

Horse Rug Repairs 

Phone: 0409 812 671
Email paulhodgy@outlook.com

HERALD BUNNY
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TRADES AND SERVICES

RETICULATION

TREE LOPPINGTIMBER FLOORING

Owner/Operator

•	Installation
•	Sanding
•	Polishing
•	Coating

Free Quotes
Quality Workmanship

Ph: 0447 986 289

Toodyay Timber Flooring

TOWING TREE SERVICE WASTE REMOVAL

SMASH REPAIR SOLAR

Avon Storage
Toodyay

- Now Managed by Country Realty -

Self storage Units
Located at Extracts Industrial Estate
6m x 3m (single garage size) units 

now available
You lock it up – You keep the key

Ph 9574 4200

STORAGE UNITS

REAL ESTATE

Ray Dahiya 
Sales, Rentals / Leasing Partner

0411 768 754
ray@wa.oxbridge.com.au

www.oxbridge.com.au

Free Appraisals, No Marketing Fees

Property Sales, Rentals & Investment

When it is time to sell your home or invest in 
properties, choose a professional who is 

committed to selling your property quickly for 
the best possible price! 

REFRIGERATION REMEDIAL MASSAGE

SHOE REPAIRS

� ��o R���i� ���

Ricki Lov

�ov��icki�����i��co�

Saving 
Soles

Owner 

0484 388 309
192 Fitzgerald Street 
Northam WA 6401

Watch Batteries & Bands
Key Cutting 
Engraving

Tues-Fri 9am-5pmSat 9am-noonClosed Mondays

SECURITY SERVICES

Specialists in rural security CCTV, based in the West 
Australian wheatbelt, we understand the challenges you face 

securing your property, business or rural residence.

   0447 304 050 or 0405 100 296Email: Tom@meerkatsecurityservices.com 
www.meerkatsecurityservices.com 

Australian Security Industry Association Limited Registration Number 61589

SMASH REPAIR

POWER EQUIPMENT POOL SUPPLIES

INSTALL
SERVICE

REPAIR

08 9622 5571
333 Fitzgerald St. Northam

OODYAY PUMPS
MOBILE PUMP SERVICE

 Servicing to all makes of pumps
  Suppliers of Domestic  
   & Bore Water Systems

     Agents for: Onga, Ebara, 
      Grundfos, Mono
        Manufacturers of the 
          Feri Airlift System Air Pump

Phone JIM & LYN                   
0417 173 104

                55 Railway Road Toodyay

T
PUMPSPUMPS

SunPowerWA
The Power in Agriculture
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TRADES AND SERVICES

 
Julimar Drilling Services
•	Water bore construction
•	Domestic and Commerical
•	Rotary mud and air
•	Hard rock, clay and sand
•	Free quotes

Contact Nathan or Sandy
Ph:  9574 5582
Mob:  0409 089 392
Email:  julimards@bigpond.com

WATER/BORES

Northam store now open
Located at 1 Katrine Road
Open Thursday and Friday

Large and small lots
On-farm service

guaranteed payment

Ph/Fax 9621 1424
Brent Morey 0425 244 143

brentmorey@bigpond.com

WOOL BUYINGWOOL BUYINGWINDOW TINTING

WATER TANK TANK CLEANINGWATER  TANKS

ENVIRONMENT

Raffles help feed rescued wildlife

Cleaning up a joey after a feed.

Marsupial Mammas and Pappas
Brian Foley

LAST month presented diverse challenges 
for our group as we received more than 
20 fauna including a joey kangaroo, a 
possum and various birds including a 
Baudin’s Black Cockatoo.
 Two new carers signed on – welcome 
Steph from Nalkain and Vicki from 
Coondle.

	 Our	raffle	at	IGA	was	very	successful	
and the funds raised will pay for food 
and vet bills. Thanks to all who either 
purchased tickets or made a donation.
 Two cheerful IGA workers, Xijca and 
Abby, drew the winning tickets with the 
first	 prize	 going	 to	 Jenny	who	made	 a	
wonderful gesture and donated the load 
of wood to a friend.
 Raising funds is a very important part 
of being a wildlife carer and if you can 

assist with a donation we have an account 
at the Toodyay and Districts Bendigo 
Community Bank, BSB 633-000 account 
175516319, or see us at the Toodyay 
Farmers Market where we have donation 
tins.
 If you come across any injured native 
wildlife and you are unsure what to do, 
or if you want to be  a carer, ring Brian 
on 0419 933 721, Robyn 0417 173 283 
or the Wildcare Helpline 9474 9055.
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WHEN AND WHERE
AIR FORCE
AAFC 708 Squadron
Australian Air Force Cadets 12½-17yrs, 
Building J1, Northam Army Camp Great 
Eastern Hwy. Friday 6.30-9.30pm school 
term. 708squ@cadetnet.gov.au.

ARTS/CRAFTS/HISTORY/GAMES
Arts Toodyay
Meeting 7.30pm Tuesday September 14, 
Toodyay Community Resource Centre, 
Stirling Terrace. 
Graham Boston 0438 919 932.
Avon Woodturners Group
Every Sunday and Wednesday 9am-noon. 
Toodyay Junction, Railway Parade.
Ragbags Quilting Group
1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month. St 
Stephen’s Hall 10am-2.30pm. 9574 4503.
The Crooked Needle
Friday Morning Craft - Fridays, 9.30am to 
noon, CWA Hall, Stirling Terrace. $3.50. 
Contact Jan on 0407 083 079 or Annette on 
9574 2332.
Toodyay Historical Society
Meets third Wednesday each month, 7pm, 
Drummond House (next to Bendigo Bank). 
Research Centre is open Thursdays 1-3pm 
weekly Donegan’s Cottage, Showgrounds. 
Ring Robyn Taylor 9574 2578 or secretary.2j.
ths@gmail.com.
Toodyay Spinners
Every Wednesday, Saturdays 1st and 3rd 
of month, 9am to noon, Parker’s Cottage, 
Showgrounds. Gail Williams 9622 3411.
Toodyay Theatre Group
For details David Mitchell 0400 283 425.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Toodyay Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry
4th Monday of the Month at 5.30pm check 
our Facebook for locations or contact 
2jchamber@gmail.com.

CHURCHES
Anglican Church
10am Sundays weekly. St Stephen’s Church 
0455 543 888.
Catholic Church
St John the Baptist, Toodyay. Saturday Vigil 
5pm.
Faith Christian Fellowship
Sundays 9.30am. Corner Grey and Wellington 
Streets, Northam 9622 1324 or fcfnortham@
westnet.com.au.
Bakers Hill Fellowship
Meets every Sunday at 10am. Bakers Hill 
Primary School Music Room. Pastor Peter 
Booth 0417 945 725.
Toodyay Baptist Church
10.30am Sunday at 18 Stirling Terrace, 
Toodyay. Phone 9574 4546. 
Uniting Church 
10am St Stephen’s Church, Toodyay.

EDUCATION/SCOUTS/
PLAYGROUPS ETC
Avon Valley Home Education Collective 
Sharon Pegrum 0466 430 979. 
avonvalleyhomeeducation.wordpress.com.
Bizzy Bees
Pre-kindy for 3-year olds. Mondays 9am 
-11am, Toodyay DHS. Jessica Donovan 
0407 128 105.
Cubs, Joeys and Scouts
(School term) Youth Hall, Showgrounds, 
Cubs and Joeys 4-5.30pm Scouts, Thursday 
6-8pm 9574 2363.
Morangup Playgroup
Morangup Community Hall, Wallaby Way, 
Morangup. Wednesdays 9.30-11.30am. 
Emma Whately 9572 9376.
Toodyay District High School P and C
Meets Tuesday of week 5 each term at 
5.30pm in the TDHS staff room. Kelly-Anne 
Murray 0406 585 716.
Toodyay Playgroup
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9-11am. 
Wednesdays Bubs Play 10am-12pm. Jessica 
Donovan, 0407 128 105

EMERGENCY SERVICES
Bejoording Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
3rd Friday of the month at 5.45pm at the
Bejoording Fire Shed.
Coondle-Nunile Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade
2nd Saturday October to April, June and 
August, 5pm Coondle Fire Shed.
Julimar Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Meets 3rd Saturday 6pm Julimar Fire Shed, 
Training Sunday 10am.
Morangup Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
3rd Saturday 5.30pm at 3 Wallaby 
Way, Morangup. Sharon Gamble or 
secretarymvbfb@gmail.com.
Toodyay Central Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade
2nd Tuesday 7.30pm at Toodyay Fire and 
Emergency Services Centre.
Toodyay State Emergency Service
4th Tuesday, 3 Wallaby Way, Morangup. 
Local Manager – Jeff Venn 0438 490 331.
toodyayseslocalmanager@gmail.com.
Toodyay Volunteer Fire and Rescue
1st Monday Fire Station 7.30pm.

ENVIRONMENT
Avon Valley Environmental Society
3rd Friday monthly noon. Wheatbelt 
Natural Resource Management Centre, 269 
Fitzgerald Street, Northam. Janet Wilkinson 
9574 5947.
Earth Solutions - Avon Valley
2nd Tuesday (not Jan) at 6pm. Old Northam 
Railway Station, 425 Fitzgerald Street 
Northam. Karen 0438 223 886, Belle 0478 
641 463 or email bellem@westnet.com.au.
Toodyay Friends of the River (TFOR)
2nd Sunday or following Monday. 9am 
(winter); 8am (summer). Details on TFOR 
noticeboard outside Drummond House. 0427 
556 863. Email: info@tfor.org.au.
Toodyay Garden Club
1st Thursday 10am. Phone President: 
Hamish Dobie 0423 115 204 or email
toodyaygardenclub@gmail.com for next 
venue.
Toodyay Naturalists’ Club
Meets 3rd Saturday. Call 9574 5574 or info@
toodyaynats. org.au.

FARMERS MARKET
Toodyay Farmers Market
3rd Sunday of each month. 0487 440 754. 
toodyayfarmers market@gmail.com.
FESTIVALS
Toodyay Moondyne Festival
moondynecommittee@gmail.com.
Toodyay Music Fest
Chair: Tanya Stuart 0409 181 404.

HEALTH
Australian Breastfeeding Association
2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 3 Elizabeth Place, 
Northam 10am-noon. 3rd Tuesday Toodyay 
Playgroup noon-2pm. Louise 9574 0229.
Child Health Clinic
Tuesdays	 and	Wednesdays.	 	Bree	Byfield.	
9621 0100
Memory Café
Toodyay Forget Me Not Memory Café 2nd 
Tuesday of each month (10am-noon) at the 
Toodyay Bakery.
Toodyay Men’s Shed
Monday, Thursday and Saturday, 8.30am–
noon at Harper Road. Phone Graham Hill,
0417 181 785.

MINIATURE RAILWAY
Toodyay Miniature Railway
Operates Easter Saturday and thereafter on 
1st and 3rd Sundays until November. Phone 
President Mark 0424 281 770.
MUSIC
The Toodyay Community Singers
CWA Hall, Stirling Terrace at 7pm Thursday 
nights. Anne-Marie Millar 0408 364 918.
Duidgee Chorale
Tuesdays 7-9pm. St Stephen’s Church Hall. 
Patricia 0405 242 483.
Toodyay Music Club
2nd Saturday 1pm CWA Hall, Ring Joe, 
0400 862 694.

PROGRESS ASSOCIATION
Morangup Progress Association
Chairperson: Petar Drazic. Hall Hire: 0472 
975 593 www.morangupmpa.com.au.

SENIORS
Autumn Club
Wednesday 1-4pm Toodyay Sports Pavilion 
Glenyce Bosnjak 9574 4587.
Butterly Cottages
2nd Friday monthly. Jenny Perkins. 
Email:butterly2j@gmail.com.
Fitness and Fun for The Over 55s
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 9am, Youth 
Hall at showgrounds.
Ida’s Hideaway
Saturdays 1-4pm Toodyay Community 
Resource Centre. Ring Ann Sinclair 0407 
775 459.
Probus Club of Toodyay
Meetings monthly on second Tuesday at 
3pm at Freemasons Hotel. President Joan 
Bath 0417 171 606 Secretary Colin Yandell 
9574 5943.
Silver Chain Social Centre
Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays
Toodyay Community Centre, 78 Stirling 
Terrace. Information 1300 650 803.

SERVICE ORGANISATIONS
Country Women’s Association
4th Thursday 1pm CWA Hall. Bookings call 
Bev Casey on 9574 2874.
RSL Toodyay Sub-Branch
Meetings 2021: Feb 13, Apr 10, May 8, 
July 24, Sept 11 (AGM) and Oct 16 held 
Saturdays at the Memorial Hall, Toodyay.
Heather Brennan 0408 284 852.
Safer Toodyay Inc
Chair: Cr Brian Rayner. Email: secretary@
safertoodyay.org.au.
Toodyay Lions Club
1st and 3rd Tuesdays Freemasons Hotel.
Toodyay Masonic Lodge
4th Thursday Masonic Hall Fiennes St 
7.30pm. Graham Barber, 9574 5717.

Toodyay Red Cross
2nd Monday February, May, August and 
November Anglican Hall 1.30pm.
Toodyay RoadWise Committee
2nd Wednesday of month at 9.30am at the 
Toodyay Police Station. Bob Neville, 0419 
853 160.

SPORT - BASKETBALL
Toodyay Basketball Association
Games Tuesday, Thursday, Aussie Hoops 
junior program, email toodyay.basketball @
gmail.com or Tatiana 0449 925 488.

SPORT – BOWLING
Toodyay Bowling Club
Ladies play Wednesdays at 8.30am contact 
Maureen Adams 9574 4752. Men have a 
roll up on Wednesday at 3pm contact Laurie 
Chitty 95742394. All welcome.

SPORT – EQUESTRIAN
Avon Valley Adult Riding Club
4th Saturday (February-November) at 
Northam. Tina 0499 030 177.
Mortlock Pony Club
1st Sunday February to November at 
Goomalling. Tanzi 0427 859 493.
SPORT – GOLF
Toodyay Golf Club
Summer Season Scroungers on Sundays at 
9am – Bruce 9574 5243 or Roma 9574 5534. 

SPORT – KARATE/TAI CHI
Avon Valley Shotokan Karate Club
Wednesdays at Youth Hall, Showgrounds. 
Peewees 3.45-4.30pm, juniors 4.30-
5 .30pm,  sen iors  6-7 .30pm.  Emai l 
avonvalleyshotokan@gmail.com.
SPORT – SOCCER
Toodyay Soccer Club
Mondays 4-5.30pm in terms 2 and 3. For 
ages 5-15yrs. toodyaysoccer@gmail.com.

SPORT – TENNIS
Toodyay Tennis Club
Winter social days - Tuesdays 9am, 
Wednesdays 7pm - check our facebook page 
@ToodyayTennisClub	 for	 confirmation	 of	
play or cancellations. toodyaytennisclub@ 
gmail.com.

VINTAGE VEHICLES
Avon Valley Vintage Vehicle Assoc
3rd Saturday 10.30am at old engineer’s 
quarters next to Northam Railway Museum, 
Fitzgerald Street, Northam 9622 5932.

LUV YA Cutie 

Dance Classes
LINEDANCE class slow-paced basic 
beginner linedance classes, every Tuesday 
starting October 5, 2021. Location: 127 
Chidlow Street East, Northam. Time: 5:30-
7pm, Cost: $10 per .person. Contact Gina on 
0438 009 459 or just come along. 
Tenderfoot Revolution Linedance Club.

For Sale
ONLY HI LINE pullet delivery for 2021.12 
weeks $20 each 10 for $190. Free delivery 
Saturday October 16. Toodyay Goomalling. 
Phone 9844 3485 Blechenden Poultry.

STRAW bales. High density, great for garden 
mulch or animal bedding.  1.2m x 1.2m x 
2.4m. Pick up $70, delivery extra. Phone or 
text Tim 0417 991 302.

CARAVAN Viscount Pop-Top. 
14-15ft long. complete. Good van. $2500 
ono. 0421 812 296.

Garage Sale
BUMPER garage sale at 24 Giles (off 
Goomalling Road) on Saturday, September 
11 from 10am-2pm.  Lots of bargains, pet 
and livestock equipment, tools and items 
useful for living on acreage, other items 
include bee keeping equipment, bbq, bike 
carrier, preserving jars, plants, animal trap 
and much more. Phone 9574 5882 for more 
information.

Motor Vehicles
SUBARU Outback Wagon..2002. Manual. 
registered, good condition, $2500 ono. 
Phone 0421 812 296

Public Notices

AA ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 
Web:  aa.org.au.
Finding it hard to control your drinking?
We understand and together have found a 
solution.
We meet on Tuesday nights at 7pm in the 
Salvos Building, Elizabeth Place, Northam
All welcome. Lifts from Toodyay available.
Ring/text 0432 403 425 for enquiries.

Classifieds

mailto:2jchamber@gmail.com
mailto:info@toodyaynats.org.au
mailto:info@toodyaynats.org.au
mailto:toodyay.basketball@gmail.com
mailto:toodyay.basketball@gmail.com
mailto:toodyaytennisclub@gmail.com
mailto:toodyaytennisclub@gmail.com
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PUZZLES

Crosscode

Crosscode is a logic puzzle. Each letter 
is a number. Begin by guessing the first 
word and placing the additional letters 
into the crosscode. Keep guessing words/
letters until completed.

Notes Easy

Sudoku is based on the logical placement of 
numbers. Sudoku doesn’t require any calculation 
nor special math skills; all that is needed are 
brains and concentration.  Every number from 1 
to 9 must appear in each of the nine columns, 
nine rows and the nine 3x3 boxes.

Sudoku

HardCombo Crossword

Puzzle 
solutions
page 35

Cryptic Clues
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24 5 7 7 14 7 12 14 5 17 21 14 25

25 17 10 7 6 13

14 22 14 20 1 17 14 1 7 14 9 1

L
11

8 14 2 25 7 5

6 25 20 21 14 7 17 25 2 7 17 14 25 12
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14 14 12 1 11 9 20
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ACROSS
1   Treated roughly
6   Too old
7   Sports
8   Public display
11 Flightless bird
12 Hard liquor
13 Puts to sleep
15 Untrue
16 Listened to
18 Established connection

DOWN
1   Funny saying
2   Find the answer
3   Made useless
4   Moving lightly on surface
5   Hidden
6   Causing sleepiness
9   A punter
10 Severe
14 A spy
17 A bar

ACROSS
1   Smiled oddly about hand being
     incorrectly treated
6   Gone off with least trouble
7   Showing pluck firstseen in pastimes
8   Emit steam about time for showy public 
     display
11 The last Greek letter for a bird
12 Odd sort of drink
13 Calms down son badly teased
15 Following sale becomes counterfeit
16 Audible lot of cattle perceived by ear
18 Mostly corrupt and glad to be showing
     correct connection

DOWN
1   Cat returning with a witty remark
2   Loves working to find answer to a puzzle
3   Nullified need to tag back inside
4   Softly bright net thrown after young sheep
5   Troubled side is dug out with concealed
     appearance
6   Change for first Irish cop is causing tiredness
9   Good easy walker, one who uses the dice
10 This country shortly before being harsh in manner

14 One who represents another with time not empty
17 Iron bar possibly starting round or down

YEAR JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC TOTAL
2010 0 0 0 0 0 0 69.4 36.2 12 3.4 7.2 21.4 149.6
2011 24.2 15.4 14.2 10.4 36.6 52.6 92 70.2 65 57.4 18.8 29.2 486
2012 0 42.3 0 11.8 23.6 106.2 13.8 51.9 59.7 3.6 52.1 29 394
2013 30.4 0 66.7 10.4 79.4 11.2 70.4 90.9 100.3 19.4 2 3.4 484.5
2014 0 2 3.8 62.9 71.8 58.2 103.7 38.4 41.6 53.2 21.4 0 457
2015 0.5 31.3 30.9 31.4 32.4 25.8 99.2 62.8 14.4 25.7 21.9 4.8 381.1
2016 114.3 0 73 64 54.4 57.2 94.7 77.8 34.7 33.2 1.8 27.4 632.5
2017 77.8 116.2 24.1 0 20.8 30.7 100 82.7 54.4 8.2 12.3 22.3 549.5
2018 90.6 9.8 0 4.4 45.2 51.9 118.7 129.5 6.9 48.5 0 0 505.5
2019 1.8 0 5.8 15.4 8.7 125.7 128.4 66.3 13.4 15.2 6.0 0 386.7
2020 0 31.6 9.8 6.4 38.2 48.9 43.7 61.8 30.2 5.9 48.8 3.5 328.8
2021 0.03 17.3 137.3 11.1 121.7 30.4 154.2 70.3 542.33

Average 11.50 12.50 20.00 26.20 66.40 97.80 101.60 79.60 48.00 31.40 15.00 9.40 519.40

Toodyay Rainfall
Recordings and average commenced on  1/1/1877
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HEALTH

Cancer Council WA

PROSTATE cancer is the most commonly 
diagnosed cancer in West Australian men, so 
Cancer Council WA is using Prostate Cancer 
Awareness month this September to issue a 
timely reminder to blokes in the Wheatbelt to 
know the common symptoms of the disease.
 Wheatbelt Regional Education Officer 
Melissa Pickering said it’s vital men visit 
their local doctor, Aboriginal health worker 
or clinic nurse when they experience unusual 
symptoms as currently there is not a suitable 
test that can be used to screen the male 
population for prostate cancer.
 “Common symptoms of prostate cancer 
include waking frequently at night to pee, 
a	 sudden	or	 urgent	 need	 to	 pee,	 difficulty	

Heartlands Veterinary Hospital
Dr Caitlin Giardina

EVER struggle with your canine companion 
when giving medication?
 Most dogs do not like the taste or the smell 
and will quickly spit tablets out leading to 
that all-frustrating situation of repeatedly 
trying to get your pet to swallow a pill.
 At Heartlands Veterinary Hospital we 
understand all too well how medication 
time can easily become a task that both you 
and your beloved pooch dislike, so the team 
would like to share some simple tips and 
tricks to help make the process easier.

Warrior’s Wellbeing
Owen and The Team

GRIEF is a universal, instinctual and 
adaptive reaction to loss, particularly the 
grief from the loss of a loved one.
 Feelings of loss are very personal 
and	 only	we	 know	what	 is	 significant.	
Less obvious losses can also cause 
strong feelings of grief such as loss of 
possessions, job, relationship, health or 
physical ability.
 Loss is an inevitable part of life and grief 
is a natural part of the healing process that 
varies for different people.
 The grieving process allows those left 
behind after a death, to accept that the 
person is no longer around.
 When experiencing and reacting to grief, 
it is common to: feel sad or depressed, 
anxious, nervous or fearful; be irritable 
or angry (at the deceased, ourselves and 
others); feel frustrated or misunderstood; 
feel like we want to escape; experience 
guilt or remorse or be ambivalent, lack 
energy and motivation.
 Each one of us has an individual style 
of coping with painful experiences (there 
is no right or wrong way).
 Some people don’t show their grief in 
public but only express it in private. We 
don’t always know how people are coping 
simply by what we see.
 The following tips may help generate 
ideas about how to manage feelings of 
grief: talk to family, friends or a mate; 
engage in social activities; exercise and 
eat healthy foods; take time to relax, 
listen to music; seek counselling or join 
a support group, and be patient and let 
ourselves feel grief.
 The length of the grief process is 

Crashing waves of 
grief ebb with time

different for everyone. It takes time to 
heal and this may not be just days. It can 
be weeks, months and even years.
 Grief comes in waves. When the 
ship	 is	 first	wrecked,	we’re	 drowning,	
surrounded by wreckage reminding us of 
the ship that was and is no more, and all 
we	can	do	is	float.
 As	we	float	we	 hang	 onto	 a	 piece	 of	
wreckage for a while in the form of a 
physical thing (a memory or photograph), 
it	may	 even	be	 another	 person	floating	
with us, and for a while all we can do is 
float.
 In the beginning we have 10m waves 
crashing over us 10 seconds apart, barely 
allowing us to breathe. After a while 
(maybe weeks or months) the 10m waves 
still come crashing over us but they are 
now further apart allowing us to breathe 
and	function	without	as	much	difficulty.
 There will be triggers of grief that will 
arise (a song, a place, a photo) and a wave 
will come crashing down, but in between 
there is life.
 Somewhere down the line (it is different 
for	everybody)	we	find	the	waves	are	only	
8m or 5m, they still come but are further 
apart.
 We will be able to see them coming 
(special anniversary days) but now we can 
prepare ourselves for the waves, knowing 
we will come out the other side, soaking 
wet, spluttering and still hanging onto a 
piece of wreckage but we will come out.
 Intermittent waves never stop coming 
and we don’t really want them to, but we 
will survive them.
 If we feel we are not coping, we need 
to seek professional help from our GP or 
a counsellor.

Giving canine companions medication can be tricky.

Keep an eye on your 
prostate this month

Treats trick dogs into 
taking their tablets

 The Trojan horse: try hiding the medication 
in your dog’s favourite treat. The smellier 
and tastier treats will have the best success. 
Popular choices include cheese, xylitol-free 
peanut butter, chicken breast, meatballs or 
their favourite wet food.
 The Trickster: try giving your dog several 
of their favourite treats in a row and then 
give a tablet followed by more treats. Some 
dogs won’t even notice that you have snuck 
in a tablet.
 If you want to chat about the best strategy 
for medicating your dog at home please call 
the Heartlands Veterinary team and we will 
help	you	find	what	works	best	for	you.

controlling the bladder or the bladder not 
feeling	empty	after	peeing,	difficulty	starting	
or stopping peeing, unexplained weight loss, 
needing to pee more often, a slow flow, 
pain, or dribbling at the end of peeing,” Ms 
Pickering said.
 “If you have had any of these symptoms 
for more than four weeks, or you’ve noticed 
blood in your pee or semen even just once, 
tell your doctor, clinic nurse or Aboriginal 
health worker as soon as possible.
 “It doesn’t mean you’ve got prostate cancer 
– often it turns out to be something far less 
serious and your doctor may be able to help 
reduce the annoying symptoms.”
 In WA in 2017, the risk of being diagnosed 
with prostate cancer by age 75 was one in 
eight.

SPORT

Toodyay Lions give it their all in the League semi-final against Dowerin-Wyalkatchem on 
August 29. Photo: Hans Welliger.
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Puzzle Solutions

Avon Valley Shotokan
Kylea Garnett

THIS year sees the 30th anniversary of 
Shotokan Karate in the Avon Valley.
 The club started in 1991 under the expertise 
of senseis Ken and Helen Bainbridge who 
covered a large area of the Wheatbelt including 
Bindoon and Wongan Hills.
 Over the years there have been more than 
1000 students who have embarked on a karate 
journey and we now see a number of those 
students return with their children seeking the 
benefits of self defence.
 Congratulations to all our members who 
graded in late June. There certainly was some 
very impressive grading and we hope that you 
will all continue to practise your karate and aim 
to reach your next level.
 There will be gradings in November including 
first Kyu and above gradings set for November 
6, 7 and 9 with second Kyu gradings on 
November 28.
 It was a fantastic effort from families and 
students who participated in the club challenge 
on the last Friday of Term 2 and it is very 
heartening to see how much everyone has 
improved.
 There was a great result for our five 
participants who attended the 2021 WA Open 
competition at Edith Cowan University (ECU) 
Joondalup in July.
 All entrants represented their club strongly 
with congratulations to James Burton on 
placing third in his division for Kata and 
Kumite, and to Bianca Dack on placing second 
at Kumite. Special mention to Mason Roper 
who placed fourth in his age division in Kata 
and Kumite. Our other members competed 
strongly and you should all be very proud of 
how you represented your club.
 The next competition at ECU Joondalup is 
on Sunday October 17 which is also a Toodyay 
Farmers Market day. If you or your children 

Toodyay Reserves winger Dermont Nuich breaks away from Gingin in Round 15 on August 8. 
Photo: Hans Welliger.

Toodyay Recreation Centre
Beck Foulkes-Taylor

SUMMER is coming and Toodyay Recreation 
Centre is planning courses for staying safe in 
the water.
 Enrol now for the 10-day Summer 2022 
VacSwim Program at Toodyay Aquatic Centre 
from  January 10-21.
 Learn vital swimming and water safety skills 
with friendly, qualified swim instructors.
 Lessons are available for beginner, 
intermediate and advanced swimmers, for 
children aged five to 17.
 Don’t miss out; registrations close on Sunday 

Lions pipped at the post

are not competing please consider assisting the 
club at the market.
 We have 15 amazing candidates for the Sri 
Lankan 2021 Virtual Karate Championship 
which is being held worldwide with more than 
30 countries competing.
 We are looking forward to what our members 
can produce as previous e-competitions this 
year have been very successful and have seen 
our club represent Australia strongly. Filming 
will take place shortly and submissions will be 
in by Saturday September 4.
 It is a busy time for the club with multiple 
competitions, preparation for gradings and 
fundraising functions but you can always find 
us at the Toodyay Farmers Market and on 
Facebook. You will also see us at the Toodyay 
Picnic Races and Toodyay Agricultural Show 
where we will have a stall and present a 
demonstration. Please don’t be shy – come and 
say hello.
 Our adult class continues to grow and our 
students in this class improve every week 
under the expert tuition of multiple senseis. 
We certainly welcome anyone wanting to 
investigate karate and self-defence – ages four 
and up. The first two lessons are free and there 
is no obligation to join.
 If you are looking to meet people who refuse 
to give up, can face a challenge and make 
lifelong friends then come and talk to us. We 
welcome anyone interested in improving their 
physical and mental agility through karate.
 The club trains at a minimum of three times 
a week between the Toodyay and Clackline 
dojos.
 If you are considering martial arts and self 
defence then come and see us on training days 
in Clackline on Mondays from 4pm and Friday 
from 5.30pm or in Toodyay on Wednesdays 
from 4pm. Adults train from 6.30pm to 7.30pm. 
 Email us at avonvalleyshotokan@ gmail.com 
for further information.

November 14.
 We’re looking for expressions of interest for 
Royal Life Saving’s Grey Medallion program 
(ages 55 plus) which aims to help adults 
develop essential lifesaving and water safety 
skills to safely participate in aquatic recreation 
activities.
 Equip yourself with the knowledge of water 
safety, lifesaving skills and personal survival 
techniques, while encouraging an active 
lifestyle at Toodyay Recreation Centre.
 For further information email swim@ 
toodyayreccentre.com.au/.
	 Laser	Tag	 games	 in	 and	 around	 the	fields	
of Toodyay Recreation Centre are a fun, safe 
and pain-free alternative to paintball games, 
suitable for almost any age.
 Join us for our unique event at Toodyay 
Recreation	Centre	 and	 find	 yourself	 taking	
refuge behind obstacles as we transform our 
field	into	a	battlefield	like	no	other.
	 Each	session	involves	a	safety	briefing	and	
multiple games of laser tag action on Friday 
September 17.
 Juniors aged 12 and under play at 6pm, 
players aged over the age of 12 at 7pm.
 For further information contact the Toodyay 
Recreation Centre on 9574 9334. 

SPORT

Bianca Dack. James Burton.

Get ready to enjoy swimming safely

Royal Life Saving’s Grey Medallion program 
may help save someone’s life.
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Karate kicks on strongly 
into its 30th year

Toodyay Lions Football Club
Ben Jenkins

TOODYAY finished the season with both 
teams in second position.
 Unfortunately, both teams were unable to 
make it into the grand finals with Reserves 
losing to Calingiri and the League losing 
to Dowerin-Wyalkatchem.
 Toodyay Lions Football Club would 
like to sincerely thank all our members, 
sponsors and players on another successful 
year at the den.

 We look forward to welcoming more new 
members and players to continue our good 
form in both grades in 2022.
 Last but not least the club says a huge 
thank you to our club president Stephen 
Ferguson and the whole Ferguson family 
who continue to be the driving force in 
what is a hugely successful and well-run 
club in recent times.
 We’re all looking forward to our annual 
awards night on Saturday September 11 
which this year is being held at Coorinja 
Winery. (See advertisement below)

mailto:swim@toodyayreccentre.com.au
mailto:swim@toodyayreccentre.com.au


Page 36 THE TOODYAY HERALD  September 2021 


