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Shire rates set to rise 5pc
Last year’s price freeze 
drives higher costs for this 
year’s council rates hike

Ex-MP threatened with 
police eviction from 

shire auction

Local resident Larry Graham (seated left in red) watches auctioneer Tony Maddox invite bids 
for a shire-owned property which sold for $75,000 next to Mr Graham’s Duke Street home.

Michael Sinclair-Jones

A FIVE per cent rate rise this year is being 
advertised by the Shire of Toodyay.
 It aims to raise an extra $330,000 after last 
year’s shire rates were frozen to compensate 
for Covid-19 lockdowns and job losses.
 The shire says the proposed rate rise 
represents an increase of between $82 and 
$391 in median rates.
	 Councillors	 have	 yet	 to	 finalise	 a	 shire	
budget but are required by law to advertise 
intended rate rises (see Page 19) for public 
comment prior to adoption.
 Last month’s council meeting was told that 
owners of some small non-residential rural 
properties could face rate increases of up to 
18 per cent.
 But an average 12 per cent fall in State land 
valuations in that sector would limit actual 
dollar	increases	to	about	five	per	cent	overall.
 Last year’s median rates in that category 
were $2500, and this year would be $2620 – a 
4.8 per cent increase.
 Land valuations are set by the State 
Government and can be challenged by an 
objection to Landgate within 60 days of 
receipt of a shire rates notice.
 Rates notices won’t be issued until after 
the council adopts a budget this month for 
the	2021-22	financial	year.
 Shire CEO Suzie Haslehurst said she had 
sought State permission to delay the budget 
beyond an August 31 deadline set by local 
government law.
 This was because it had taken until August 
19 to upload latest State land valuations 
into new shire software to produce accurate 
budget	figures	for	the	council	to	work	with.
 This year’s rates are expected to raise a 
total of $6.65 million for a projected budget 
surplus of $1.6 million.
 The anticipated surplus includes projects 
that were delayed or not completed last year, 
and carry-over funding from 2020-21 that 
was yet to be spent, Ms Haslehurst said.
Continued on Page 9, Editorial Page 4.

LOCAL resident and former State MP Larry 
Graham was threatened with police eviction 
from the CWA Hall last month prior to 
the controversial auction of a shire-owned 
property next to his Duke Street home.
 Mr Graham, former chair of the now-
defunct Toodyay Progress Association, had 
claimed in July that the proposed sale was 
“unlawful” and should be “cancelled” for 
being originally advertised incorrectly.
 The property next door to his home contains 
a dilapidated timber-framed building that 
was transported from Cue to Toodyay in 
1919 for use as manual training schoolroom 
before it was again moved to its current site 
and used as a police station.
Continued on Page 5.

Trepidation approaching raging Extracts Weir where many came to grief during last month’s Avon Descent river race through Toodyay.

Daniel Yong

SPECTATORS were treated to a weekend 
of thrills and spills when last month’s 
record-breaking Avon Descent river race 
through Toodyay saw a new category of 
speedboats soar through the air and several 

Thrills and spills on raging Avon River
powerboats and kayaks capsize in the raging 
torrent.
 At least 150 people braved the early 
Saturday morning cold, mist and mud 
last	month	 to	 see	 the	first	 speedboats	 leap	
across roaring white water at Extracts Weir.
Continued on Page 3.

Targa West - Saturday 
September 18

Toodyay Picnic Races 
Sunday September 26
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Stirling Hamilton

FORMER US President Jimmy Carter’s 
National Security Advisor Zbigniew 
Brezinski said the US meddled in Afghanistan 
before the Soviet Union’s December 1979 
invasion to provoke that outcome.
 The Carter doctrine’s cynical objective was 
to bleed the Soviets by hoping to entrap them 
in a Vietnam-style quagmire.
 The US State Department produced a 
memorandum in the summer of 1979, more 
than six months before the Soviets moved 
their battle tanks in.
 “The overthrow of the DRA (Democratic 
Republic of Afghanistan) would show the 
rest of the world, particularly the Third 
World, that the Soviets’ view of the socialist 
course of history as being inevitable is not 
accurate,” it said.
 Fearing a US-backed fundamentalist 
pressing against its own border, the Soviets 
invaded Afghanistan in force two days after 
Christmas that year.
 The high number of civilian casualties 
didn’t faze the architects of the covert US 
intervention.
 “I decided I could live with that,” recalled 
Carter’s	CIA	director	Stansfield	Turner.
 Heroin-related deaths fuelled by Afghan 
drug imports increased by 77 per cent in New 
York	City	in	1979,	the	year	that	the	US	flow	
of anti-Soviet arms to Afghan Mujahideen 
resistance	fighters	began.
 Fast forward to January 2001 when, 
within	 10	 days	 of	 taking	 office,	 the	Bush	
administration formalised a decision to 
invade Iraq.
 This was nine months before the September 
11 attacks on the Pentagon and New York’s 
Twin Towers, and the US-led retaliatory 
invasion of Afghanistan a month later.
 Neither proposed incursion had anything 
to do with terrorism but sought pre-emptive 
access to Iraqi oil and a pipeline across 
Afghanistan for the Unocal Corporation.
 Al-Qaeda’s 9/11 attack offered a fortuitous 
alibi that enabled President George W Bush 
to declare a “war on terror” and launch his 
premeditated wars.
 The 9/11 hijackers mostly came from 
Saudi Arabia, and Afghanistan’s post-Soviet 
Taliban rulers agreed to turn over al-Qaeda 
founder Osama Bin Laden to an international 
court after the 9/11 attacks, which was never 
supported.
 On the contrary, Bin Laden family 
members	were	 flown	 out	 of	 the	US	 in	 a	
night-and-fog operation so that they could 
not be interrogated.
	 From	his	first	day	in	office	on	20	January	
2001, President George W Bush could have 
negotiated with the Taliban to assassinate 
Osama bin Laden or have him surrendered 
into US custody.
 That was a standing offer the Taliban 
tendered in late 2000, seeking to retain US 
favour after al-Qaeda killed 17 US sailors 
and injured many others in a suicide bomb 
attack on the guided missile destroyer USS 
Cole while it was refuelling in the Yemeni 
port of Aden in October 2000.
 The Bush administration refused the offer, 
four	times	prior	to	9/11	and	once	more	five	
days later.
 The Taliban offered unconditional 
surrender at a US Special Forces camp near 
Kandahar in Afghanistan 5 December 2001.
 They would disband and disarm; a military 
force would no longer exist.
	 The	Mujahideen	were	 scarcely	 fighting	
for freedom but to impose a repressive 
brand of Islamic fundamentalism which 
was barbarous, ignorant and notably cruel 
to women.
 The Mujahideen were extremely well-
equipped with CIA-furnished weapons in the 
most-expensive covert war ever mounted by 
the US spy agency.

 Yunas Khalis, described as the leader of 
the Afghan warriors, was a ruthless butcher 
whose troops boasted of their slaughter of 
700 prisoners of war.
 Khalis fought other Afghan rebel groups 
to	 control	Afghan’s	 lucrative	 poppy	fields	
and seven heroin labs with irrigation 
equipment underwritten by the US Agency 
for International Development.
 Darra is a town in north-west Pakistan 
where the CIA had set up a factory to 
manufacture Soviet-style weapons that it 
was	giving	away	to	Afghan	fighters.
 The weapons factory was run under contract 
to Pakistani Inter-Service Intelligence (ISI).
 Much of the opium trucked by the 
Mujahideen into Darra from Afghanistan 
was	refined	in	labs	in	Darra	and	had	captured	
60 per cent of the heroin market in Western 
Europe and the US.
 US Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) 
liaison officer David Melocik told a 
congressional committee in 1983: “You can 
say the rebels make their money off the sale 
of opium.”
 The DEA had evidence of more than 40 
heroin syndicates operating in Pakistan in 
the mid-1980s during the Soviet Afghan war, 
and evidence of more than 200 heroin labs 
operating in north-west Pakistan.
 Islamabad houses one of the largest DEA 
offices	in	Asia	but	no	action	was	ever	taken	
by its agents against any of these operations.
 CIA agents working in the same DEA 
offices	ordered	US	drug	enforcement	officers	
to pull back their operations in Afghanistan 
and Pakistan for the duration of the Soviet 
war.
 There were fewer than 5000 heroin addicts 
in Pakistan before the CIA program began, 
and more than 1.6 million by 1996.
 Taliban fundamentalists,  nurtured 
originally in Pakistan as creatures of both 
the ISI and the CIA, seized power in Kabul 
in September 1996 and leader Mullah Omar 
announced that all laws inconsistent with 
Muslim Sharia laws would change.
 Jon Schwarz, a senior writer for online 
news publisher The Intercept, examined 
returns	 on	 stocks	 of	 the	 five	 biggest	US	
defence contractors; Boeing, Raytheon, 
Lockheed Martin, Northrop Grumman, and 
General Dynamics.
 He found that a $10,000 investment evenly 
split	across	those	five	companies	on	the	day	
in 2001 that former US President George 
W Bush signed the authorisation preceding 
the US invasion would now be worth nearly 
$100,000.
 About 15,000 US forces, including soldiers 
and private contractors, have died.
 Untold scores of devastating injuries 
have	been	inflicted	on	millions	of	civilians,	
opposition	fighters	and	US	troops.
 It is estimated that post-9/11 wars have cost 
US taxpayers $6.4 trillion by the end of last 
year.
 The goal in Afghanistan “is to have an 
endless war not a successful war” to “wash 
money out of the tax bases of the United 
States ... into the hands of the transnational 
security elite” – detained Wikileaks founder 
Julian Assange who is fighting extradition to 
the US from Britain.

The Annual General Meeting 
of Toodyay Herald Inc will be held 
on Saturday September 25 in the 

Herald office at 10am.
Agenda includes the election of several 

committee positions.
Further inquiries to secretary Heather  

Appleby 0419 906 083 or email; 
secretary@toodyayherald.com.au
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Ieva Tomsons

BEFORE dropping anchor in Toodyay 
in 2012, Helen Shanks (63) fished the 
Singapore Strait, immersed her family in 
remote Aboriginal communities and worked 
as a senior executive writing ministerial 
submissions.
 For a kid who grew up on a wheat and 
sheep farm in Lake King she has packed a 
swag of vastly different experiences into her 
life.
 “My father was progressive and taught his 
daughters to drive tractors, trap rabbits and 
take a lead in decision making.”
 In the early ’70s Helen’s family moved 
to an isolated pastoral lease near Onslow in 
the Pilbara where Helen became fascinated 
by the Aboriginal families her father had 
encouraged to return to their land.
 “Going with the families to catch eels in the 
creeks and dig reeds is something we did.”
 She won a scholarship to Methodist 
Ladies College in Claremont but the strict 
boarding house regime didn’t suit Helen 
and she returned to Onslow to work for the 
Shire of Ashburton as shire clerk secretary, 
switchboard	operator	and	tourism	officer.
	 “They	were	my	wild	fun-filled	hippy	days	
with weekends on a friend’s prawn trawler or 
exploring our bush and creek surroundings 
catching mud crabs.”
 By now Helen had met her future husband 
Les and they pooled resources with another 
couple to sail to Bali, buying bars of silver 
to trade which they hid in the oily sludge of 
the trawler’s bottom bilge tank in case they 
were ambushed by pirates.
 “Back in the day you didn’t need all the 
necessary papers to get into Bali, all you 
needed were a few gifts.”
 While the friends prepared the boat for 
commercial fishing in Singapore they 
lived in a traditional village in Seminyak 
enjoying the cultural experience of Balinese 
ceremonies and dodging a cholera outbreak 
in a neighbouring area.
 Dirty fuel caused motor problems halfway 
to Singapore and “we limped into the very 
remote island of Bangka” to make repairs.
 Sailing during the monsoon season when 
the swells are eight storeys high was no 
picnic but had the bonus that fewer pirates 
who preyed on Vietnamese asylum-seeker 
boats would be operating in the Java Sea.
 After a month at sea the couples decided to 
take a break from boat life and lived above 
a brothel in Bugis Street in Singapore’s red-
light district where local restaurant owners 
would give them discounts to sit outside to 
attract tourists.
	 They	fished	the	Singapore	Strait	for	a	few	
months	and	once	scooped	up	a	fishing	boat	
in the trawler’s boom.
 “We were the only ones operating with 
lights and you couldn’t see the small wooden 
boats. It took us a few hours to untangle 
everything but no-one was hurt.”
	 Helen	was	pregnant	with	their	first	child	
and they returned to live in Carnarvon, got 
married and had another two children in 
quick succession.
 Les obtained his skipper’s ticket and 
continued working in the prawning industry 
while Helen discovered her enduring passion 
for permaculture while raising their kids as 
sustainably as possible.
 In the mid-1980s Helen accepted an 
administrative job with the Aboriginal 

Medical Service in Roebourne which was 
still reeling from local Aboriginal man John 
Pat’s death in 1983 which sparked a WA 
Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths 
in Custody.
 “All our kids went to the local school and 
there was an incredible sense of community.”
 It was in Roebourne where she drew the 
blueprint of her ideal permaculture garden 
and started studying herbal medicine by 
correspondence.
 “Wherever we went, I grew vegies.”
 After a few years in Roebourne Les landed 
a job skippering pearling maintenance boats 
north of Broome at Cygnet Bay where the 
kids attended a 12-student school built from 
sandbags at the high tide mark.
 The family lived in a bush camp and Helen 
worked as a remote weather observer for the 
Bureau of Meteorology (BOM) collecting 
data.
 On April Fools’ Day in 1989 she submitted 
a report forecasting “snow and blizzards” for 
the Cygnet Bay area.
 “It must have caused a blip on BOM’s 
records but no-one got back to me on that 
one,” laughs Helen who said she seemed to 
be “forever moving pythons from their house 
yard and warning the kids to camp well away 
from the shore to avoid crocodiles”.
 In the early 90s the family moved 800km 
inland to the Pilbara’s Little Sandy Desert 
where they spent seven years living with 
Martu people in Punmu and Well 33 on the 
Canning Stock Route, and later at Irrungadji 
near Nullagine.
 “As coordinator I was involved with 
managing community matters and liaising 
with all levels of government and we 
established large community vegetable 
gardens as part of the communities’ 
employment programs.”

 The remote location and lack of a regular 
medical service resulted in Helen and 
Les learning how to stitch large wounds, 
administer cardiopulmonary resuscitation 
(CPR) and, on one occasion, use radio 
instructions from the Royal Flying Doctor 
Service to deliver a premature baby.
 “I witnessed a traditional medicine man 
healing people and it was a real privilege 
experiencing Martu culture and travelling 
with the mob to desert cultural events.”
 Before leaving Nullagine, Helen was 
elected to the East Pilbara Shire Council 
where she lobbied to get Martu representation 
on council. It was the start of her “dabbling 
in politics”.

 The kids were in boarding school in Perth 
for their high school years when Helen and 
Les amicably parted ways.
 Helen headed to the “big smoke” of Port 
Hedland where she met her current partner 
Bob Neville while working on a project 
supporting disadvantaged youth.
 During short-term contracts with South 
Hedland Aboriginal Medical Service Helen 
learnt the ropes of developing policy and 
strategy and conducted a ‘drink driver/drunk 
walker’ education program.
 In 2000 Helen’s contribution to the North 
West was recognised and she was awarded 
the Commonwealth Centenary Medal 
accompanied by a letter from the Queen.
 Her interest and experience at a grassroots 
level of Aboriginal affairs and growing 
understanding of government led to Helen’s 
appointment in 2005 as Pilbara Director 
for the Department of Aboriginal Affairs 
(DAA) where she dealt with the Aboriginal 
Lands Trust, heritage matters and community 
issues.
 Helen also started writing ministerial 
briefings	and	critical	reports,	including	one	
on the incorporation of Aboriginal reserves 
into local communities which became State 
Government policy in 2016 and is still being 
implemented today.
 Before retiring a few years ago she was 
overseeing	 the	 six	DAA	 regional	 offices	
before transferring to the Department of 
Premier and Cabinet where she helped set 
up the Aboriginal Policy Unit.
 Helen may have officially retired but 
since moving to Toodyay she has become a 
director of the Wheatbelt Natural Resource 
Management board, helped found the 
Toodyay Farmers Market, coordinated the 
production of promotional tourism videos 
for the local chamber of commerce and 
volunteers support for various Noongar 
Kaartdijin Aboriginal Corporation projects.
 “After many years in Aboriginal affairs 
it feels like I can give back and this is the 
best-governed community group I’ve ever 
experienced.”
 Helen is living her permaculture dream and 
continues to study herbal medicine.
 “Every job is the next step of where I am 
meant to be and I feel I’ve come full circle.”

Helen Shanks at home in her Toodyay permaculture garden.

Busy adventurer now living the dream 

Continued from Page 1.
SEVERAL powerboats capsized in the 
torrent and safety marshals had to rescue two 
contestants	after	their	craft	flipped	in	a	tight	
turn and was swept over the weir.

 A new category of powerboats also made 
an appearance, with some becoming airborne 
as they cleared the weir.
 This year’s entrants in all categories faced 
stronger currents and higher river flows 
after weeks of heavy rain in the Avon Valley 
catchment area.
 State Government records showed river 
levels at nearly two metres for the race.
 Locals and visitors were also treated to a 
fun-filled	Saturday	festival	with	lunch	and	
live music at the town’s annual International 
Food Festival in Stirling Park.
 Contestants woke next morning to chilly 
waters, thick foam and dense morning mist as 
they set off downstream from the traditional 
Cobbler Pool overnight campsite.
 Several kayak entrants capsized in the 
rapids, with most recovering quickly.
	 	 Some	had	 significant	 trouble	 regaining	
their balance and several lost boats that were 
rapidly swept away downstream.
 One lost his paddle in thick white foam and 
had to use a collapsible emergency paddle 
clipped to the front of his kayak to resume the 
race before again capsizing moments later.Mounted police at International Food Fair.

Spectators treated to action-packed weekend
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A remarkable feat
IT’S GOING to be easy to scream about 
this	month’s	five	per	cent	rates	increase.
 Some will no doubt seek to accuse our 
shire of being lazy, greedy and wasteful.
 It’s also easy to forget last year when 
Toodyay was forced to shut down for a 
month and looked like a ghost town.
 A new council achieved last year what 
previous administrations had found 
impossible – a 12-month rates freeze.
	 It	helped	people	survive	financially,	but	
– as at every level of government around 
the	world	–	came	at	a	fiscal	cost.
 And in the midst of all this came a 
massive new $14 million sport and 
recreation centre that many local residents 
never wanted and may never use – all they 
wanted was a pool.
	 Now	we	find	out	it	will	cost	$400,000	a	
year to run, and another $312,000 a year 
in annual loan repayments.
 Great – that’s just what we need in a time 
of	great	financial	uncertainty	as	NSW	and	
Victoria suffer the impact of a  new and 
more deadly variant of the Covid-19 virus.
 The growing health crisis across our state 
border may seem remote from Toodyay 
but two unknowingly infected NSW 
truckies passed through Northam on their 
way to Perth last month – a near miss for 
our ageing community.
 As seen elsewhere, a single unknown 
community contact can cause costly chaos.
 That our shire this year appears to have 
produced a new budget that keeps rate 
rises	down	to	a	total	of	five	per	cent	over	
the past two years seems remarkable.
 It includes costs deferred from last year 
because of Covid-19 lockdowns, job 
losses and supply delays.
 Ratepayers won’t know the detail until 
later this month but that kind of news is 
likely to come as a relief to many.
 If true, our council will need to stick to 
that	 fiscal	 target	 to	maintain	 budgetary	
constraint.
 The only way to achieve that is through 
prudent	financial	management	which	must	
be balanced against social need.
 We need a council that understands this 
and an administration that can deliver it.
 It means setting aside petty differences 
to achieve a common goal that best serves 
the whole community interest.
	 These	are	the	same	selfless	qualities	that	
drive	our	volunteer	firefighters,	ambulance	
crews, emergency services personnel and 
local	police	officers.
 Our shire needs more councillors of that 
calibre, and next month’s shire elections 
for four vacancies provides an opportunity 
to advance that cause.
 Our community deserves candidates 
who can bring these qualities to the council 
chamber, with enough contenders to 
enable voters to make an informed choice.
 And we need enough electors to cast 
their ballots to ensure the winners truly 
reflect	the	voice	of	the	community.
 It may be a lot to ask but let’s give it a 
go.

Michael Sinclair-Jones
Editor

LETTERS

The Toodyay Herald invites you to have 
your say in our letters page. Please 
email us at news@toodyayherald.com.au 
with your full name, address and phone 
number. Letters that are short, sharp and 
to the point about topical local issues are 
preferred. The Herald reserves the right 
to edit letters for length, grammar and 
punctuation.

The way we were – A large crowd gathered in Stirling Terrace in 1939 to mark the re-opening of Toodyay’s Country Women’s Association 
(CWA) Hall after the CWA “Rest Rooms” were moved from Coondle. Newcastle Gaol Museum archives describe the CWA as “not just 
barefoot and pregnant but much, much more” by enabling local women to participate in discussion of public affairs in ways that political 
processes did not. The CWA did not shy away from controversial subjects. One “keenly awaited” early discussion was a talk by a Mrs 
Mary Farrelly on “Sex Hygiene”. The current hall has a leaky roof, and local CWA members have launched a $20,000 fundraising 
appeal to repair the historic building (see story Page 17). Background notes provided by Newcastle Gaol Museum.

Chinese chequers
WHAT relevance has Old Blind Joe’s 
latest propaganda promoting the Chinese 
Communist Party to Toodyay?
 I had hoped that after he was exposed 
over Australia’s defence budget, which he 
grossly	inflated	and	claimed	was	directed	
at attacking our “friends and allies” China, 
he would in future stick with his usual 
tedious pseudo-intellectual diatribes.
 Even if part of what he claims about 
the Tiananmen Square massacre is true, 
the two commentators whose views he 
promotes differ from the rest of the world’s 
media which he suggests colluded in an 
anti-Chinese conspiracy.
 The facts haven’t changed. On 20 May 
1989 martial law was declared and 250,000 
armed troops entered Beijing.
 At 1am on 4 June 1989 Chinese soldiers 
and police stormed protestors in Tiananmen 
Square	firing	 live	rounds	 into	 the	crowd	
leaving hundreds dead. Many more died 
on the surrounding streets.
 No doubt some protestors did attack 
their tormentors but why wouldn’t they? 
Leaders worldwide condemned the action, 
and Russian President Mikhail Gorbachev 
who was in Beijing at the time was 
scathing in his criticism.
 Rewriting history is a common ploy by 
those seeking to undermine society and 
Stirling Hamilton’s motives for massaging 
30-year old history are questionable.
 The Toodyay Herald, by affording 
Stirling Hamilton a vehicle to promote 
his jaundiced and questionable political 
views, is doing the community a disservice 
and it could be accused of endorsing Mr 
Hamilton’s extremely unpatriotic views.
 China is no longer a friend. Before 
President Xi Jinping’s rule, China was 
a communist dictatorship; but it was a 
functioning institution, had limited terms 
for its leader and it allowed policies to be 
contested internally and we all knew where 
we stood.
 It is now staring down the rest of the 
world and is isolated with a despotic leader 
whose every thought, wish and suggestion 
must be followed without question. Its 
leadership is isolated and surrounded by 
an oligarchy with a singular imperative 
–	 to	 please	 President	Xi	 by	 confirming	
the infallibility of his every decision 
and statement and demonstrating total 
aggression in the service of the leader’s 
ideology.
 President Xi has decided that Australia 
is irredeemably part of the US-led alliance 
system and at the same time an important 
regional nation in its own right. He wants 
therefore not just to punish Australia but 

Bleeding to death
ON AUGUST 14 my wife and I returned 
home to our property in Coondle West at 
9am	to	find	a	recently	shot	big	grey	kangaroo	
bleeding to death at the end of the driveway 
near the house.
 It was not there at 7am when I fed my 
alpacas and since the dogs spotted it instantly 
as they got out of the car, I have to assume it 
was not there when we left home at 7.45am.
 The kangaroo might have been dumped 
or shot and left to die on our property or it 
may had been shot on an adjacent property 
and the badly injured animal made it a short 
distance to our house.
 As the wound was through the eye it must 
have died in terrible pain as it had bled 
profusely.
 We have to thank two rangers who 
responded quickly to my call and removed 
the large animal.
 I intend to report the incident to the police 
and although I appreciate that kangaroos can 
be shot on one’s own property there seems 
little need to shoot defenceless animals on 
bush blocks.
 Kangaroos are generally docile and 
friendly. We have around 20 regular visitors 
and only once in 15 years have we had to 
humanely shoot a completely feral one.
 We are almost certain that the kangaroo 
which was shot was one that visited us 
regularly.
 I would like to meet the person who 
destroyed this animal in an unimaginable 
way.
 Why did the person decide it was necessary 
to kill the kangaroo or, worse still, was it 
done for ‘fun’?

Richard Wilkinson
Coondle West

Backward step
WE WRITE to echo and amplify Helen 
Shanks’ letter in the August Herald.
 It is indeed a retrograde step for the broader 
Avon community including Toodyay to be 
redistributed into the electorate of Durack.
 Not only will we suffer all the tyrannies 
of distance from being part of this huge 
electorate, but we will also suffer the 
consequences of having a Member of 
Parliament who is frankly unsympathetic to 
the environment.
 The current member for Durack, Melissa 
Price, was a  resources industry lawyer.

to permanently damage us and reduce our 
power. It is not something we should be 
defending in our local paper.

Geoff Appleby
Toodyay

(The Toodyay Herald supports free speech 
– comments in this letter and by others 
have been noted – Ed.)

 When Ms Price had the role of Environment 
Minister there was widespread criticism of 
her attitude to climate change and her lack 
of comment on the environment during the 
most recent Federal election.
 As Helen Shanks says, we need better 
representation if we are to have some 
chance of bringing a more balanced view to 
development across the whole Avon region.
 At the moment there seems to be an 
inexorable trend to approve any application 
for extraction industries, no matter the 
consequences.
 Resistance by individuals or local councils 
is	to	no	avail	as	the	final	approval	is	given	
by the State Government.
 Community groups such as Safe and Scenic 
Toodyay Road can only do so much with 
limited time and resources. Other forces are 
needed to counteract the lobbying of mining 
and rubbish disposal industries.
 Representation by someone at a Federal 
level who understands the importance of 
the environment would be a good start to 
achieving a more balanced development plan 
for the Avon region.

Safe and Scenic Toodyay Road

Rec centre rocks
ON AUGUST 21 we celebrated Mili/Mike’s 
80th birthday at the new recreation centre 
which was the perfect venue for such an 
occasion.
 Many thanks to venue manager Beck 
Foulkes-Taylor for her help in answering all 
our concerns with such ease, recommending 
the caterers, then setting up the venue to seat 
80 guests – she is simply the best.
 We would like to thank the staff from 
Collier Café Caterers; the food was delicious 
and nothing was too much trouble.
 Also, thanks to Toodyay Bakery for the two 
beautifully decorated cakes; one for Mike 
and the other for our lovely granddaughter 
Charlie who chose to cut her 21st cake two 
weeks early with her ‘dida’ on his special 
day. Many thanks also to our rellies who 
supplied the very yummy Croatian treats.
 We had a wonderful day with family 
and friends in the most beautiful setting 
overlooking the surrounding hills, and I 
would like to mention that we have received 
many messages praising the venue and food.

Marlene Andrijich
Coondle
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Continued from Page 1.
THE SHIRE-OWNED building (pictured 
below) consists mainly of one large room 
with an unsewered outdoor toilet at the back.
 It is not on the Shire of Toodyay heritage 
list or municipal inventory and is not State 
heritage council listed but is noted in council 
policy as being in the town’s central heritage 
area	and	having	“some”	level	of	significance.
 The land is currently zoned R10 for a single 
dwelling with plans to increase the zoning to 

accommodate three strata-titled units.
 The current building is not designed to be 
a dwelling and is unsuitable for family use.
 In 2008, the Toodyay Historical Society 
supported moving the building about 60m 
to a new site in Clinton Street.
 Mr Graham told a July council meeting 
that he would refer the shire’s proposed land 
sale to the State Administrative Tribunal 
and the WA Ombudsman because he said it 
“breached council policy”.

  He said in the chamber after the meeting 
that the council was “telling lies”.
 A shire letter read out at last month’s 
auction said that local planning policy 
provided a “presumption against demolition” 
and that council approval must be sought 
“should demolition be proposed”.
 Prior to the start, Mr Graham began 
handing out leaflets to about 30 people 
present, including potential buyers.
 Auctioneer Tony Maddox went over to Mr 
Graham and asked him to stop.
 Mr Graham told Mr Maddox that the 
auction was being held in a public place 
which meant that he was legally entitled to 
continue	handing	out	his	leaflets.
 Mr Maddox said the CWA Hall was on 
private property and that it was his auction 
to conduct without interference.
 Mr Graham continued arguing and was  
told by Mr Maddox that if he did not stop 
handing	 out	 the	 leaflets,	 police	would	 be	
called to remove him from the premises.
 Mr Graham was then seen to depart the hall  
with	his	leaflets	and	return	empty-handed.
 Mr Maddox said later that the incident 
was extremely upsetting, and his hands were 
clearly shaking when he read out the terms of 
the auction prior to calling for opening bids.
 “I’ve been an auctioneer for 27 years and 
have never experienced anything like this 
before,” Mr Maddox said.
 Mr Maddox said he had earlier received 
two letters from Mr Graham warning that he 
risked personal liability for “punitive action” 
if potential buyers were not given “critical 
information” that would affect the “price, 
owners’ costs and all future works”.
 It is understood the shire also received 
several letters and emails from Mr Graham in 
the weeks and days leading up to the auction.
 Mr Graham – who served three terms as 

Labor MP for the Pilbara from 1989 to 2001 
and one term as an Independent MP (2001-
2005) – declined to respond to requests on 
his Facebook page and from The Herald to 
disclose	the	contents	of	his	auction	leaflet.
 Bidding for the Duke Street property 
opened at $50,000 and resulted in a successful 
offer of $75,000 from a Perth buyer.
 It is understood the new owner plans to use 
the building initially as a ‘weekender’.
 Mr Graham later declined to return  a 
Herald phone call for comment and texted  
the following message on condition it be 
printed in full or not at all.
 “Because of your Facebook posts I no 
longer	 have	 any	 confidence	 that	 you	 can	
report objectively.
 “The only comments I wish to make are 
that every claim I made about the heritage 
of the property was validated.
 “A level of disclosure was made that 
verified	 both	 that	 heritage	 status	 and	 the	
protections afforded by council policy.
 “Without my intervention the council 
would have acted unlawfully.
 “The original advertisements to remove the 
building from the property were withdrawn 
because to take that action was unlawful.
 “The council still has never been advised 
correctly that their own policy and town plan 
protected this property.
 “I met the new owner and wished him 
well.”
 Two other shire-owned lots in Telegraph 
Road – one with a house on it – were sold 
as a single parcel to local civil contractor 
Vernice for $265,000.
	 Last	month’s	land	sales	were	the	first	in	a	
series of public auctions of 12 shire-owned 
residential properties to help pay off shire 
debt during what local real estate agents 
describe as a local land sales boom.

The shire-owned former police station at 6 Duke Street which was sold at a controversial  
auction last month for $75,000.

Ex-MP neighbour threatened with police eviction from shire auction

Drill cores from Chalice-owned Julimar 
farmland showing bronze-coloured sulphide 
mineralisation in the darker host rock.

Miner plans 72 state forest drill holes
CHALICE Mining says it will take another 
three	 to	five	years	 to	decide	whether	 to	start	
large-scale mining in Julimar State Forest.
 The company is seeking State Government 
approval to start “low-impact” exploratory 
drilling in the forest after getting promising test 
results on nearby farms it has acquired – now 
totalling about 2100ha (5200 acres) – and from 
aerial surveys.
 The applications sought “72 small drill sites”.
 There would be “no direct impact to wildlife 
or	significant	habitats,”	the	company	said	in	its	
latest newsletter (see Page 16).
 “Small track-mounted diamond drill rigs 
would be used to minimise our impact and 
footprint,” it said.
 “These roll over low-lying vegetation and 
navigate around trees, eliminating the need for 
mechanised vegetation.
 “All drill water and cuttings will be captured 
in portable containers and removed.”
 Chalice says it has spent more than $400,000 
in the Toodyay community since announcing 
last year’s discovery.
(See AHMAG report Page 23.) See agricultural report, Page 15.
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Computer Safety
Phil Hart

YOU MIGHT have heard of spyware and 
wondered what it is.
 Spyware is any app that monitors what 
somebody else is doing and it usually runs 
on a smart device such as a tablet or a smart 
phone.
 Despite the name, some spyware is 
legitimate.
 Parents concerned about what their children 
might encounter on the internet could install 
an app on their children’s devices.
 An employer who provides devices to their 
employees, or an organisation that provides 
devices to volunteers, can have perfectly 
legitimate concerns about how those devices 
are used.
 Concerns  can  inc lude  access ing 
inappropriate or illegal content, as well as 
the device being stolen.
 Malicious spyware often comes in the 
form of viruses but can also arrive as part of 
legitimate	apps	that	have	been	modified	by	
fraudsters.
 Avoid any app that comes from an 
unsolicited email.
 If you are looking for a new app, see if you 
can get it from a reputable organisation or 
from a web site that you have used before.
 Use your favourite search engine to see if 
there are any adverse reports about the app.
 Anti-virus tools help to block malicious 
spyware.
 If you think you have been infected by 
spyware, contact your anti-virus provider.
 For more background information see 
bbc.in/3iHs6Qj, and a review of spyware 
protection software can be found at 
bit.ly/2UjBhgr/.
	 Happy	surfing.

A REPORT of a missing child in a runaway 
kayak at Cobbler Pool on the second morning 
of last month’s Avon Descent river race 
prompted a massive two-hour police search 
and delayed the scheduled start for power 
boat competitors.
	 A	Perth	police	helicopter,	Toodyay	officers	
and others from Northam, Midland and 
Wheatbelt	Traffic	scoured	the	rugged	river	
valley	 as	 other	 officers	 quizzed	 officials,	
competitors and spectators at the Cobbler 
Pool overnight campsite.
 Race organisers stopped the noon start for 
powerboats while police searched the fast-
flowing	river	and	flooded	banks	downstream.
 Dozens of kayak competitors had set off 
earlier at dawn after reaching Cobbler Pool 
from Northam the previous day.
	 Several	soon	got	into	difficulty	and	found	
themselves struggling in foaming rapids 
downstream after their kayaks capsized in 
the dense early morning mist.
 Searching police feared a child may have 
been swept into the same area.
 The intensive search continued for about 
two hours before the missing child report 
was found to be incorrect and the river race 
was allowed to resume.
 No further action was taken.

Bracelet trace
TOODYAY police have joined an Australia-
wide campaign to help support local residents 

SaferToodyay
Desraé Clarke

DUE TO the unavailability of many 
members of the SaferToodyay Committee 
for last month’s AGM it was postponed to 
Tuesday September 21.
 The rescheduled AGM will start at 10am 
at the Toodyay Police Station in Stirling 
Terrace, Toodyay and will be followed by 
a general meeting.
 Community safety is the prime object of 
the SaferToodyay Committee and it has 
a wide coverage of representation from 
business and community groups.
 Representation is from the following 
areas of our community: police, St John 
Ambulance, Toodyay Shire, Toodyay 
District High School, Toodyay and 
Districts Bendigo Community Bank, 
Health Promotion-Prevention Team at 
Holyoake’s Wheatbelt Community and 
Alcohol Drug Service, fire services, 
Butterly Cottages, Neighbourhood 
Watch, Noongar Kaartdijin Aboriginal 
Corporation, Choose Respect, sporting 
bodies, subcommittee of RoadWise and 
Toodyay Community Resource Centre.
 For further information please email 
info@safertoodyay.org.au/.

Too many people getting lost

with dementia or cognitive impairment.
 The joint effort with the Australia Medic 
Alert Foundation is designed to help local 
police	officers	identify	lost	or	missing	people	
and return them safely home.
 Participants wear an easily recognisable 
Safe and Found bracelet which is engraved 
on the rear with information linked to the 
wearer’s name, address, photograph and 
carer contact information.
 The campaign may be particularly relevant 
in communities such as Toodyay where about 
a quarter of the local population in 2016 was 
age 65 or older.
 Local involvement includes campaign 
information on computer home screens at 
Toodyay Police Station
	 The	bracelets	are	linked	to	a	detailed	profile	
that outlines the wearer’s personal history 
and characteristics.
 The information is kept securely with 
a recent photograph on a Safe and Found 
database for police to access immediately if 
a person goes missing.
  Information about how to join can be 
found at safeandfound.org.au or by calling 
1800 882 222.

Country caution
TOODYAY police are urging local people 
and visitors to take extra care when venturing 
out into local wilderness areas, particularly 
in wet and boggy conditions.
 This includes sightseers on spring 
wildflower visits and a warning that 
travelling on local country roads is not the 
same as driving on metropolitan highways.
 Most motorists are not taught to drive on 
country roads – they learn only to pass a 

driving test.
 Inexperienced drivers can easily get into 
difficulty,	 over-correct	 their	 steering,	 lose	
control and hit an oncoming vehicle or 
roadside tree – all in a split second.
 Extra care is needed at all times, particularly 
on narrow or gravel roads.
 People who get lost without adequate 
preparation is also a big problem.

Trekkers lost
LOCAL	officers	were	called	out	last	month	
when two young women became lost in the 
Avon Valley National Park.
 The pair were camping out in the park on 
a Monday and decided to go trekking.
 They became lost during the afternoon 
and realised they needed help as dusk 
approached.
 Both were carrying phones but one had a 
dead battery and the other had barely any 
charge left and no mobile reception.
 Neither was equipped for an overnight stay 
in the open.
 The women climbed down a steep slope 
and found their way to a railway access track 
behind locked gates near Emu Falls 
 There they were able to obtain mobile 
phone reception to call for emergency help 
with the small amount of charge left on their 
one remaining phone.
 A local police alert was issued at 7pm.
 The women were instructed not to move 
until railway maintenance workers arrived 
to collect them.
 Toodyay police travelled to Morangup 
to collect the pair and return them to their 
campsite.
 The issue for us is a lack of planning and 
equipment, and that people often leave it 
until near dark to call for help.
 Had the two lost women not been able to 
obtain mobile reception near Emu Falls, we 
would not have known they were missing or 
started a search until dawn.
 They would have spent a cold night out in 
the open without food or shelter.

Forest folly
IN ANOTHER incident, four young people 
spent a chilly night in Julimar State Forest 
without food or shelter after a late-night jaunt 
ended in disaster.
 The occupants – two each from Northam 
and Toodyay – had set off into the darkened 
forest in a 4WD vehicle at about 8pm on a 
Saturday last month.
 The driver lost control of the vehicle on a 
waterlogged	forest	track	and	it	flipped	onto	
its side into a deep pool.
 None of the occupants was injured.
 They decided to abandon the partly-
submerged vehicle and start walking.
 The four walked all through the night 
without adequate boots, food, water or warm 
clothing and reached Dewars Pool Road cold 
and hungry at about 9am, where a passing 
motorist picked them up.
 It is not known if the owner later recovered 
the vehicle.

Bobcat pinch
A PINJARRA man caught in possession 
of a stolen bobcat after a trailer carrying it 
broke	 down	with	 a	 flat	 tyre	 in	Morangup	
was	convicted	last	month	and	fined	$2500.
 Payment was suspended and replaced by 
a six-month good behaviour bond but the 
man	(57)	was	also	fined	$300	for	towing	an	
unlicenced trailer.
 An alleged accomplice failed to appear in 
court and a warrant was issued for his arrest.

‘Safe and Found’ bracelets can help police return missing people to their homes.

Show me the way to go home.

Cop shop for 
‘Safer’ AGM

Spyware apps 
can be both 

friend and foe

Computer security spyware can sometimes 
be unreliable.

Police Beat
With Acting Sgt 
Gary Ferguson

Toodyay Police Station
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EMERGENCY SERVICES

THE DEPARTMENT of Fire and Emergency 
Services (DFES) is warning people not to 
overcharge household items containing 
lithium-ion batteries due to their potential to 
overheat	and	cause	home	fires.
 Lithium-ion batteries, found in a wide 
range of everyday products such as mobile 
phones and vacuum cleaners can be extremely 
destructive and pose a serious risk to lives and 
homes.
 DFES Commissioner Darren Klemm  said 
people needed to exercise caution when 
purchasing batteries or devices online or 

Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade 
Julimar
Grant Scobie

THE TRAINING continues as the off-season 
is the time when we can give a weekend or two 
to	catch	up	and,	post-AGM,	for	new	officers	
to get their Department of Fire and Emergency 
Services training up to date.
 Last month we conducted sessions for 
Advanced	Firefighter/Crew	Leader,	Ground	
Controller, Sector Commander, Bush Fire 
Firefighting	Skills,	Provide	First	Aid	as	well	
as Fire Ground Safety and Personal Wellbeing.
 The collaboration with Coondle-Nunile 
brigade worked well with their captain 
presenting Fire Ground Safety and Personal 
Wellbeing on August 15 and Julimar doing the 
same on August 22.

 We had one Coondle-Nunile member 
popping along to join in and, not only did he 
have the opportunity to receive the training, 
he also got to meet some of the people he 
may	be	fighting	fires	with	in	the	near	future.
 September will be another action-packed 
month for training; more on that next month.
 The building of our new station seems to 
have hit a snag with little work appearing to 
have been done since the last report.
 Whether this is due to material shortages, 
the weather or just lots of unseen work going 
on that we can’t see from outside the fence, 
we don’t know.
 We’re still hopeful to be in well before 
Christmas but, until it’s done, we have a 
functioning base with functioning appliances 
so we’ll still be able to provide the community 
with	the	best	firefighting	we	can	offer.

From left: Peter Brennan, Brian Clarkson and Mick McKeown.

Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade 
Toodyay Central

DON’T wait – become a volunteer today.
 Come and join us at the Toodyay Central 
Bush Fire Brigade Fire Station for a chat 
on any Friday between 5pm and 5.45pm 
at the Co-located Emergency Facility at 67 
Stirling Terrace, Toodyay.
 For further information text Central on 
0408 107 439.

Ebony Francis.

Make a real difference

Off-season training upgrades 
vollies’ firefighting skills

Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade 
Coondle-Nunile
Max J Heath

INTERESTING times abound at present at the 
Coondle-Nunile brigade.
 Fire call-outs have been quiet but there was 
a report from Daniel Hearn that Chittering has 
had	a	couple	of	fires	on	hill	tops	that	took	some	
extinguishing and this was after only a couple 
of sunny days.
	 These	fires	can	be	a	pain	 in	 the	proverbial	
as they were probably in areas not burnt for 
some time with deep dried-off material burning 
which can be quite a problem. We have a lot of 
areas in our district with similar hazards.
 This also brings me to one of my pet subjects 
and that is by the time this article goes to print 
your	early	preparation	of	fire	protection	should	
be well under way. If not – get stuck into it.
 The attendance at the last meeting was down 
a little with people grabbing a chance to get 
away	before	the	fire	season	is	upon	us.
 Captain Nick Griggs informed the meeting 
that a new regional brigade has been formed 
which will be a local incident control brigade 
which will be geared to set up quickly at any 
location in the Wheatbelt.
 Our Containers for Change scheme is still 
going well and has enabled us to purchase a 
GPS for each vehicle. These are excellent with 
large screens and all the extra bits.
 Scheme funds have also purchased electric 
chainsaws for our units and some money went 
towards our Christmas in July celebration and 
the hire of a bus for the event.
 The celebration is held in July so all members 
can relax due to the fact that no one is on roster. 

Getting together in a relaxed atmosphere means 
we can have a talk about the previous season 
in an informal setting and have some fun.
 While on the subject of Containers for 
Change, our brigade has been nominated by 
Avon Valley Cash for Containers for an award 
for our efforts in utilising the funds raised.
 We would like to thank the Victoria Hotel 
and all the people who contribute containers 
to Coondle-Nunile. If anyone would like to 
support us in the scheme our code is Coondle 
VBFB 10257043; all contributions appreciated.
 Training modules are constantly under 
review, and in the current list a health and 
wellbeing module is being introduced which 
will	benefit	volunteer	fire	fighters.	It	is	all	about	
looking	after	oneself,	not	just	on	the	fire	ground	
but afterwards, mentally.
 The coming year’s roster has been organised. 
We	are	actually	short	of	fire	fighters	to	fill	the	
full roster due to some FIFO workers being 
unavailable at times. This shortage could be 
overcome by more volunteers, and this could 
be you.
 Our members are getting worn out and we 
need more people to step up. This problem is 
common in many volunteer brigades, and it is 
unfair to expect a few people to protect you 
and your property.
 Proper training is conducted to make a safe 
working environment.
	 Volunteer	fire	fighting	is	a	rewarding	thing	
to	do	and	when	one	returns	from	a	fire,	one	
realises that something has been well and 
truly achieved. If you could spare some time, 
I know all brigades would warmly welcome 
you.

‘Pain in proverbial’ fires  
are hard to put out

Lithium batteries pose a risk
second-hand and to be wary of poorly made 
products.
 “Fire investigators are seeing a rise in 
the number of fires caused by lithium-
ion batteries where the home has either 
been	 significantly	 damaged	or	 completely	
destroyed,” Commissioner Klemm said.
  “Make sure charging batteries are in a safe 
place	 away	 from	flammable	 items,	 place	
them on a hard surface, don’t leave them 
unattended and always purchase reputable 
products,” he said.
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Wrist contact

EMERGENCY SERVICES

THE WA Police Force and MedicAlert 
Foundation have joined forces to deliver Safe 
& Found WA, a new initiative to assist police 
to more rapidly locate vulnerable persons 
living with dementia, autism or a cognitive 
impairment that increases their chances of 
going missing.
 Safe and Found WA members are provided 
with an ID bracelet engraved with an 
emergency contact and police phone number, 
as well as an individual member number that 
allows police to identify the wearer.
 Members complete an information 
package. For more information on the Safe 
& Found WA  visit.safeandfound.org.au/.
(See Police Beat story Page 6.)

SALVATION Army Emergency Services is 
on the lookout for more frontline emergency 
worker volunteers.
 Everyone is invited to the organisation’s 
road show which will roll into the Toodyay 
Showgrounds Pavilion from 9.30am to 
12.30pm on Monday September 6.

St John Toodyay Sub-Centre
Pam Tennant

A WELL-ATTENDED Annual Review 
Meeting on August 17 saw five new 
committee members elected unopposed.
 Pam Tennant, Carolynne Haigh, Dave 

Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade 
Bejoording
From the desk of The Badger

IN THE past couple of months we 
have undergone quite a lot of training, 
re-certification,	 competency	 updating,	
and general housekeeping and we feel 
well-prepared for the season to come.
 With climate change who knows 
what’s to come? With a very wet winter 
should	we	expect	 a	very	dry	high	fire	
danger summer? Nature is its own muse 
and even the best weather forecasters 
have	difficulty	looking	a	few	days	ahead	
with any accuracy.
 In addition to Mother Nature, genuine 
accidents, human stupidity, even ill-
intent, are also factors we need to 
consider.
 Whatever hits us, the Bejoording 
brigade feels prepared and ready to 
respond. We’re well trained and primed.
 Once again, I would like to give a little 
nudge to residents of Bejoording about 
joining our small but dedicated brigade.
 Due to lifestyle changes and relocation 
we need a couple of new members, 
although more would always be 
welcome.  We especially need someone 
licensed to drive our truck who lives in 
or around Bejoording.
 Even if you aren’t sure, our captain 
Lawrence Hayward would be delighted 
to sit down for a chat about requirements 
for commitment and training.
 There’s no pressure and if it’s not for 
you just say so, but it’s a very rewarding 
way to support the community you 
live in and you will pick up some very 
valuable skills and knowledge.
	 It’s	also	a	terrific	opportunity	to	get	to	
know others in your community. In the 
event	of	any	kind	of	crisis,	not	just	fire	
related, it’s so good to have contacts 
in the neighbourhood. Country people 
stand by country people in need.
 By the way, if you are a FIFO or shift 
worker, we already have a number of 
FIFO members and are used to working 
our rosters around their rosters, so don’t 
let that put you off.
 Just call captain Lawrence or The 
Badger, on the numbers below if you 
would like an obligation free chat. If we 
have never met and you are new to the 
area, it’s also a great way for us to get 
to know you.
 The Bejoording Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade asks you to be vigilant and 
careful	lighting	any	fire.	Remember	to	
always	plan	and	prepare	for	fire	and	have	
a clear contingency strategy in place 
should things get out of control. Fires 
can be a catastrophic risk to people, 
animals and property, so take care.
 Advice is free but getting it wrong can 
be expensive. If you have any questions 
remember you can contact captain 
Lawrence Hayward on 0447 253 320 
or The Badger on 0414 250 484. Please 
leave a message if we’re not there. For 
emergency	fire	 assistance	 always	 call	
000.

Ready and 
primed for 
next fire 
season 

The Salvation Army Emergency Services’ state-of-the-art catering truck.

Salvos road show set to roll into town
 A team of volunteers will be on hand to 
answer questions and provide a guided tour 
of the state-of-the-art catering truck.
 The service provides support for people 
impacted by bushfires, floods, storms, 
cyclones,	structural	fires	and	at	searches	for	
missing people.

 Meals and refreshments, clothing, 
financial assistance, accommodation, 
counselling and referrals are part of the 
service provided to people in emergency 
situations.
 To register your attendance email 
volunteeringWA@salvationarmy.org.au/.

Main street move nearly complete
Benz, Dave Flaherty and Michael Morgan 
join the four existing committee members 
Nuala Ennis, Paul Harrington, Heather 
Appleby and Liz Boston.
 The office bearers were also elected 
unopposed with Pam Tennant being 
chairperson, Carolynne Haigh, vice-chair, 

Nuala Ennis secretary and Heather Appleby 
treasurer.
 In July a recruitment and information 
night was held to seek new volunteers and a 
number of people have now enrolled at the 
sub-centre.
 After induction, training courses and 
observation practice they will be joining our 
existing volunteers and will be out in our 
ambulances	or	staffing	first	aid	posts.
 The move into the old St Vinnies building 
is gaining momentum with internet and 
phone connections and some furniture in 
place.
 Over the next few weeks we hope we can 
organise the last-minute moves – computers, 
printers	etc.	and	our	office	will	finally	be	in	
its new home.
 Having an office in the main street of 
Toodyay will, we hope, mean we are more 
accessible for everyone.
 Don’t forget, if you need emergency 
medical assistance call 000 and our 
volunteers will attend as soon as possible.

mailto:volunteeringWA@salvationarmy.org.au/
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TOODYAY dentist Michael McGuinness 
was recently awarded a plaque of honour 
at WA’s Oral Health Centre (WACOH) for 
his efforts to establish a new dental school 
in WA.
 The former East Perth Dental School was 
struggling when Mr McGuinness contacted 
former WA premier Richard Court who 
agreed to raise the issue in State Parliament.
 Funding worth $15 million was matched by 
the University of WA to combine the dental 
school and Perth Dental Hospital.
 Mr McGuinness was appointed department 
head of the School of Oral Health Sciences in 
1998 and became WACOH director in 2000.
 He was awarded a Medal of the Order 
of Australia in the 2016 Queen’s Birthday 
Honours List for services to the profession.

AUGUST was a busy month.
 We had an excellent day for the annual 
Avon Descent river race through Toodyay 
and a big turn-out for the International Food 
Festival.
 Rain is now giving way to mostly sunny 
days, bumper crops are expected, dams and 
tanks	are	full,	and	wildflowers	are	starting	
to bloom – we should all be enjoying the 
abundance of Toodyay.
 The Shire budget has been the focus for 
Councillors and senior staff in recent weeks 
with a series of workshops resulting in an 
anticipated	rate	rise	of	five	per	cent.
 The proposed increase aims to bridge a 
shortfall between last year’s reduced revenue 
and the amount needed to balance a new 
budget	for	this	financial	year.
 We have calculated that the Shire needs to 
collect	five	per	cent	more	in	rates	this	year	to	
continue to serve the community effectively.
 Last year’s rates freeze did not absorb 
normal annual cost increases that now have 
to be accounted for in this year’s budget.
 Also carried over from last year were 
higher demands on shire resources due to 
fires,	 storm	damage,	 reduced	 revenue	 and	
increased supply costs.
 The waiving of Visitor Centre memberships, 
late payment and administrative fees, and a 
three per cent discount for paying last year’s 
rates on time further reduced normal Shire 
income.
 Roads and drainage need to be better 
supported this year, new recreation centre 
costs managed and last year’s revenue 
shortfall overcome.
 To ensure fairness, rates in each of 
Toodyay’s seven differential rate categories 
will	rise	by	approximately	five	per	cent.
 Rates notices can vary if the number of 
properties in a differential category change 
or if property valuations change.
 Property valuations can change due to 

Deferred cost increases 
now have to be paid

building additions and demolitions, or 
market changes.
 These form part of property valuations 
assessed by the State Valuer General which 
councils use to set a rate in the dollar.
 Valuations are assessed on the total change 
in value in differential categories, not on 
individual properties.
 Unimproved Valuations (UV), such as for 
broad-acre farms, are assessed annually, 
while Gross Rental Values (GRV), such as 
for residential properties, are assessed every 
five	years.
 That is why GRV rates can appear to jump 
suddenly while UV rises are usually more 
gradual.
 Once budget deliberations are completed 
by Council there may be some adjustment.
 A differential rates notice is required by 
law to be advertised (See Page 19) for 21 
days for public comment before a new Shire 
budget can be adopted.
 We have asked the Minister to extend an 
August 31 statutory deadline for this year’s 
budget to ensure it is properly considered by 
the Council using new Datascape software 
that was installed last month.
 Toodyay property owners can expect to 
receive new rates notices later this month.
 Just a reminder, nominations for four 
Council vacancies in the October 16 Shire 
elections open on Thursday September 2 and 
close 4pm on Thursday September 9.
 Candidates are required to complete a 
short online training course before their 
nominations can be accepted – please visit 
elections.wa.gov.au for more details.
 Spring has sprung and promise is in the 
air – enjoy the day Toodyay.

Toodyay dentist’s school 
rescue effort rewarded

Toodyay dentist Michael McGuiness.

135km non-stop run ends in Toodyay
Long-distance runner Marty Killane (blue shoes) celebrates the end of his 135km run 
from Shoalwater to Toodyay last month. The 51-year-old left Shoalwater on a Friday 
morning and ran non-stop to reach Toodyay 30 hours later to raise community awareness 
for homeless service veterans, post traumatic stress disorder, mental illness and suicide 
prevention. Mr Killane is training to run a 350km ‘Delirious’ marathon next month.

Continued from Page 1.
SHIRE CEO Suzie Haslehurst said detailed 
budget costings would  be published when 
the	shire’s	new	budget	is	finalised	later	this	
month, probably at a special council meeting 
on a date yet to be decided.
 New Corporate and Community Services 
Manager Tabitha Bateman reported last 
month that the shire’s new $14 million 
recreation centre would need $400,000 to 
operate	this	financial	year.
 It was later confirmed to The Herald 
that this does not include loan repayments 
totalling $312,000 a year for the next 20 
years,	with	the	first	six-monthly	instalment	
due in December.
 Councillors voted 6-0 at a special council 
meeting last month (Crs Brian Rayner an 
apology and Ben Bell absent on council-
approved	leave)	to	advertise	a	proposed	five	
per cent rate rise for public comment.

New rec centre costs 
$400,000 a year to run, 
plus loan repayments

Winners and losers in dramatic river race

Some paddlers (above) were not as fortunate as many power boat crews (below) in last 
month’s action-packed Avon Descent river race through Toodyay.
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HI, I AM Charmeine Duri and I am running 
for council.
 My husband and I bought our first 
property in Toodyay in 2001 and I was 
lucky enough to manage the Toodyay 
Visitor Centre for the Shire of Toodyay.
 With an excellent team and hard-
working tourism operators we were able 
to help build Toodyay into the tourism 
destination which it is today.
 I was on the committee to organise the 
first International Food Festival during the 
Avon Descent, an event which still takes 
place each year.
 My career has been varied and 
extensive from working in real estate to 
being a partner in a building company, 
café owner, hospitality and tourism 
manager and financial manager as well 
as overseeing overseas’ manufacturing, 
working on farms, conducting research 
and development in mining and 
working for the Federal, and State 
governments and local shires. These 
career opportunities have resulted in 

Council candidate has diverse skills
many moves and experiences in a number 
of towns.
 My voluntary community activities are 
as diverse as my working life and include 
being a school support worker, contributing 
to P&C committees and canteen duties, 
visiting nursing homes and being treasurer 
for a youth group. I have also promoted 
Toodyay at WA wildflower shows and other 
events in Fremantle, Perth and Dowerin. 
Saving the South West Tuart Forest and 
fundraising for cancer are close to my 
heart.
 Diverse ski l ls and the abi l i ty to 
communicate with people from all walks 
of life is something that I can offer to the 
community and council.
 It is important for Toodyay to continue 
growing but to remain an affordable place 
to live and maintain the quality of our 
lifestyle.
 Toodyay is an amazing place with its 
rich history, Wandoo forest, undulating 
countryside, warm community, unique 

businesses, and amazing fauna and 
flora.
 I can see the need for the following: 
 Planning and development of Toodyay 
needs to have a realistic approach to 
accommodate our rural lifestyle. 
 The racecourse could be utilised for the 
town’s benefit.
 Preserving the environment and local 
history are also very important.
 The Shire of Toodyay faces many big 
challenges and although there have been 
many improvements, there is much more 
to be done.
 I am putting myself forward to step 
up and assist with those challenges to 
help make a difference and bring about 
change for good governance.
 I will work hard, research issues and 
be dedicated and diligent in all that I do 
to benefit the community.
 My passion is Toodyay – the place I call 
home.
Authorised by Charmeine Duri 22/188 
Racecourse Road, Toodyay WA 6566

Advertorial

Toodyay 
Express
✰ WHITE GOODS ✰ YOUR GOODS

✰ FURNITURE ✰ FARM EQUIPMENT
✰ ALL GOODS ✰ SAME DAY SERVICE

Prompt pickup and delivery to or from the 
metropolitan area and into the surrounding 

areas of the Avon Valley

Ph/Fax 9631 1113
Mobile 0409 118 019

Pete & Maureen

We “CARE”
“CUSTOMERS ARE REALLY EVERYTHING”

Toodyay Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry
Bob Shrader

OVER the past months the Toodyay 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry Inc. 
has promoted Toodyay on WIN TV to 
convince people travelling around WA 
to visit and enjoy all the attractions and 
things Toodyay has to offer.
 The video has also been downloaded 
on social media by 62,000 viewers.
 Thank you to all our members for their 
support in making this possible.
 To view the seasonal video visit #wa
nderoutyonder#Toodyay#AvonValley 
#Perth.

62,000 viewers 
see Toodyay 
tourism video

White water thrills and spills in classic Avon Descent weekend

A new mini jet boats category made mincemeat of fast-flowing Extracts Weir. Thick foam,a fast-flowing current and jagged fencing made it hard to recover missing kayaks.

Dawn mist creates ethereal conditions downstream from Cobbler Pool on the second morning of the two-day river race.

Crews had only seconds to avoid disaster.
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Toodyay District High School 
Parents & Citizens Association
Kelly-Anne Murray, President

TOODYAY District High School P&C 
held its term three members’ meeting 
in the school library on August 17 to 
appreciate the recently arrived sassy cove 
seating and shelving furniture.
 Students of all ages have been quick to 
make use of the seating, made possible by 
a donation of $3000 from the P&C and a 
donation from Chalice Mining.
 At the meeting members recognised 
the outstanding fundraising success of 
the trivia night which raised $11,300 and 
expressed thanks to all involved.
 Funding was approved for: bus transport 
to the recently held interschool cross 
country ($250) and upcoming interschool 
athletics carnival ($250); purchasing 
country week uniforms ($1200); the 
highly successful wilderness hike ($1000); 
bus transport for the Year 4 class excursion 
to the Aquarium of WA ($350), and for 
Aussie of the month awards ($5 canteen 
vouchers) which recognise a student’s 
personal endeavour, achievement and 
contribution to the community.
 The school’s annual athletics faction 
carnival was held on August 27, at which 
the P&C provided a refreshments stall 
and sausage sizzle for students, staff and 
parents.
 It was a great opportunity to cheer on 
students as they competed in a series of 
individual and team pursuits including 
running, high jump, pass ball, leader ball 
and relay events.
 Congratulations to the coordinator Scott 
McCallum and to staff and parent helpers 
who assisted at the event.
 Looking ahead to upcoming events, 
the P&C will host a sausage sizzle for 
the school’s open night on Thursday  
September 2 from 4-6pm.
 It’s a perfect opportunity to visit the 
school and learn more about what Toodyay 
District High School can offer.
 Parents, family and friends are welcome 
to visit their child’s classroom to view 

Bookworms get sassy ahead of open night

Students enjoy reading in comfortable new ‘cove’ seating in the school library.
their work and check out the broader 
school environment.
 If your child is in primary school, it’s 
also a great opportunity to visit the senior 
school.
 Last but not least, a Father’s Day gift 
stall will be held at school on Friday  
September 3 for students to purchase a gift 
for	their	father	or	the	father	figure	in	their	
lives while raising funds for the school.
 If you can support P&C activities, please 

contact Kelly-Anne Murray on 0406 585 
716, email pandctoodyaydhs@gmail.com, 
message via the Facebook page or write 
to Toodyay District High School P&C at 
PO Box 1624, Toodyay WA 6566.
 Committee members: president Kelly-
Anne Murray 0406 585 716; vice-
president Heather McGlasson 0418 930 
721; secretary Heather Clarke 0412 866 
463 or treasurer Dimity Boggs 0438 097 
022.

Four council seats up 
for grabs in historic 

shire elections
NOMINATIONS	to	fill	four	vacancies	on	the	
nine-member Toodyay Shire Council open 
on Thursday September 2 and close at 4pm 
on Thursday September 9.
 An election on Saturday October 16 will 
be	the	first	time	in	local	shire	history	that	all	
elected members will have been chosen by 
all Toodyay voters.
 The terms of two veteran councillors who 
were elected in 2017 by a small minority of 
all Toodyay voters under the shire’s now-
defunct ward system will expire next month.
 They are former shire president Brian 
Rayner – who didn’t face voters four years 
ago because nobody else contested his seat 
– and former shire deputy president Therese 
Chitty who was elected in the now-abolished 
East Ward.
 Only one candidate has publicly announced 
an intention to run in next month’s elections 
(see Page 10).
 The shire electoral roll closed last month.
 Next month’s poll will be conducted in 
a postal ballot run by the WA Electoral 
Commission.
 Ballot papers, voting instructions, reply-
paid envelopes and candidates’ election 
statements will be mailed out to all Toodyay 
yoters from Wednesday September 22.
 The commission says that if four or less 
nominations are received, those candidates 
will be elected unopposed without the need 
for a ballot.
 The council decided earlier this year to 
defer a decision on whether to apply to 
reduce the size of the council from nine to 
seven members for the 2023 elections.

AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL COUNCIL ON DRUGS

Do you or someone  
you know have a problem 
with drugs or alcohol

Help is available.

Find out more at ancd.org.au
TREATMENT CAN HELP.
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Bejoording Community Group 
News
From the desk of The Badger

A COUPLE of days ago I watched the 
wonderful documentary The Secret Life Of 
Dogs narrated by Martin Clunes.
 One of the things that interested me 
was a dog’s perception of colour. While 
they are not totally colour blind they are 
mostly	 restricted	 to	 clear	 definitions	 of	
black, white, yellow and blue. So right 
now with the countryside dominated by 
yellow	wildflowers	and	canola	crops	they	
must all be in a very happy place.
 Every month I like to look back and see 
what I wrote in this column at around the 
same time in previous years.
 In one of my earliest columns, back in 
2012, I commented on the overwhelming 
abundance of yellow in nature at this time 
of year.
 With the canola fields, wildflowers, 
wattle, even weeds, yellow dominates and 
it sure uplifts the spirits. Add some of our 
amazing blue sky and we’re in dog heaven.
 Then there is the wonderful green 
everywhere. In 10 years, this is the 
greenest I can remember the countryside 
and as I sit on my back porch and look over 
my 10 acres of trees, green pasture, the 
neighbours’	canola	fields	and	the	yellow	
flowers	and	wattle,	I	feel	truly	blessed	to	
live in this corner of paradise.
 This column before my time was called 
Bejoording Babble and I think I’ve just 
babbled, but just had to express how much 
I love living up here.
 As for the Bejoording Community 
Group, everyone else also seems to be in 
a happy place.
 The Wednesday shed gathering thrives, 
Friday night footy gatherings thrive, and 
we had our annual soup feast. Thanks 
to those members who each produced 
something flavoursome and different. 
Nobody went home hungry.
 It’s coming up to our annual casserole 
night but more of that next month.
 Your monthly reminder. We meet every 
Wednesday evening (except in January) at 
the Bejoording Community Centre which 
shares premises with the local volunteer 
bush	fire	brigade	in	Bejoording	Road.
  Come along from 6pm, and leave when 
it suits you. It’s strictly ‘come as you are’ 
casual, kids are welcome, and there are 
fun events every month.
 If you aren’t yet a member, come along, 
we’d love to get to know you. If you want 
to know more you can contact president 
Barry Grey on 0428 742 149, or call The 
Badger on 0414 250 484. Hope to see you 
soon.

Bolgart News
Pam McGill

BOLGART bids a fond farewell to Vanessa 
Jaworski who has been both a librarian and 
an education assistant for several years at the 
local school.
 Ms Jaworski has been offered a new 
opportunity outside the Department of 
Education and we all wish her the best of luck 
in her new career.
 Aussie of the Month was awarded to Nicholas 
Moore and Madeline Cotter with Merit 
Certificates	in	the	Senior	Room	going	to	Tyler	
Page and Brodey Whiteaker and in the Junior 
Room to Rhys Whiteaker and Harley Judson.
 Birthday wishes to Merle Manuel who 
celebrated with family at the Bolgart Hotel 
and also to Dick Campbell who celebrated at 
home with family members including his two 
beautiful granddaughters, Georgia and Olivia.

Around the greens
THE 2021 Ladies Champion is Joy Hamilton 
(274) and runner-up is Vivienne Camerer (283).
 Nett winner is Jenni Knowles (226) on count 
back from Vivienne Camerer.
 Thank you to the sponsors Bolgart Rural 
Merchandise’s Lester and Pip Snook.
 Twelve ladies travelled to the Avon Valley 
Golf Championships at Beverley and we had 
four very clever ladies winning the gross 
shield	which	was	 a	first	 time	 for	Bolgart	 in	
all the years competing in the championships; 
congratulations Joy Hamilton, Nolene 
Kaszanski, Vivienne Camerer and Therese 
Chitty. Bolgart is very proud of you all.
 Kath Travers Memorial Trophy was won by 
Nolene Kaszanski (74 nett) with runner-up Pam 
McGill (75 nett). The event was sponsored by 
Mark and Rosie Travers with Rosie presenting 
the trophy.
 The Lyn Marcelli Trophy Stableford  winner, 

RSL Toodyay Sub-Branch
Heather Brennan

RSL Toodyay Sub-Branch commemorated 
the 55th Vietnam Veterans Day on August 
18 and we would like to thank all those who 
attended.
 It was a solemn ceremony held at Anzac 
Memorial Park at 1100 followed by mateship 
at the Victoria Hotel. We thank our veterans 
for their service.
 This year our thoughts were also with our 
Afghanistan veterans and please note, if you 
need us, we are here to support you.
 For those ex-service personnel or family 
members who attended on the day and may 
not have received information on how we 
can help you, please feel free to contact our 
welfare	 officer	Geoff	Brown	on	0458	411	
648.
 As this is the last article I will write for our 
sub-branch	as	media	liaison	officer	I	would	
like to thank our Toodyay community for the 
tremendous support of our sub-branch and 
our members.
 Without your support we would not 
have been able to more than double our 
membership to over 90 members in a few 
short Covid-19 years, allowing us to reach 
many more of our veterans who may not 
have been aware we have a sub-branch in 
Toodyay.
 Nevertheless, we still realistically need 
new younger veterans to get involved if our 
sub-branch is to survive the cycle of life.
 When you think of the RSL you may think 
of the camaraderie it offers, however it is also 
very focused on providing for veterans and 
their families.
 This includes veterans who want to know 
what entitlements they or their families 
have after military service, how to go about 
achieving those entitlements, what forms 

Afghan vets invited to join Vietnam mates

From left: Veterans Paul ‘Pez’ Pescud, Jim Bush, Bruce Guthrie and John Clarke.
they	need	to	fill	in	and	what	other	assistance	
veterans need.
 The RSL is doing this through its advocacy, 
wellbeing	 and	welfare,	 financial	 advisory,	
commemoration and transition services.
 This is, in effect, a call to arms to our newer 
veterans; please, if you can, offer a small 
amount of your time and experience to get 
involved with our sub-branch. Our contact 
details are on the RSLWA website.
 The criteria for a service membership is: 
any person who has served in the Australian 
Defence Force or served with or supported or 
was otherwise engaged with the Australian 
Defence Force for at least one day; any 
person who for a period of not less than six 
months has been a member of the armed 
forces of any country presently or formerly 

a member of the Commonwealth of Nations, 
any country or place presently or formerly 
a Crown Colony of the United Kingdom or 
the United States of America, or any other 
person provided for in the bylaws may be 
admitted as a service member.
 Our AGM, followed by a general meeting 
will be held on Saturday September 11 at the 
Memorial Hall in Stirling Terrace at 1300.
 Members, please come and have a say on 
who will run our sub-branch for the next 12 
months and maybe offer your services as all 
positions are vacant.
	 Our	annual	 street	 stall	 and	 raffle	outside	
the IGA will be held on Friday and Saturday 
September 17 and 18.
 Look after each other and stay safe and 
well.

Clever quartet breaks Beverley record

Dick Campbell and granddaughters Olivia 
(left) and Georgia. 

Merle and Kevin Manuel celebrating Merle’s 
birthday at the Bolgart Hotel.

with a great score of 43pts, was Nolene 
Kazsanski, with runner-up Jenni Knowles 
35pts.
 The Syred Cup was played over 27 holes on 
August 19 and was won by Vivienne Camerer 
52pts, runner-up Pam McGill 51pts. Thank you 
to the sponsors Phil and Serena Syred, CSBP 
and also Callen Syred.
 The Gross Winner was Joy Hamilton, Jenni 
Knowles won the morning play and Merle 
Manuel the afternoon.
 Presentations and a lovely dinner were held 
at the Bolgart Hotel.
 They then played their Club Championships 
and Fairlea Cup over August 14-15 weekend.
 Champion for 2021 is Justin Edmonds (168) 
with runner-up Todd Meston (171).
 This year’s Fairlea Cup Nett Winner is Glenn 
‘LL’ McGill (146), runner-up is Todd Meston 
(147).
 Theo Camerer (71) won Round 1 and Geoff 
Ludemann (72) won Round 2. Thank you to the 
sponsors Bolgart Rural Merchandise’s Lester 
and Pip Snooke.

Yellow spring is 
canine heaven 

for dogs
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Volunteers of Toodyay Museums
Barry Keens

MICHELLE		Miller	has	finished	one	store-
room clean-up and has put display material 
in the new storage boxes.
 The labelling of the small-object storage 
boxes has been completed and we can now 
find	things	more	easily.
 There has been a noticeable increase in 
locals attending our general meetings which 
we appreciate.

Toodyay Historical Society
Robyn Taylor

THE TRADITIONAL family photo album 
must seem old-fashioned given this century’s 
revolution in digital technology.
 However, not only historians and oldies 
love these tangible hardcopy records of our 
social history.
 Today many of us value their accessibility 
as they are portable and can be picked up at 
anytime, anywhere and be browsed through 
at leisure.
 Because there was a limit to the number of 
photos that could be taken on a single spool 
of	film,	the	photographer	had	to	be	selective.
 The best of these photos were proudly 
mounted in the family album and, if someone 
was diligent, all the relevant details given. 
The rest ended up in a shoe-box.
 These happy snaps were supplemented 
with professional studio photos of important 
occasions such as marriages.
 Many of these were hand-coloured to make 
the photo lifelike and to record the colours 
of the bridesmaids’ dresses.
 A favourite is the city street photo taken 
when people dressed up to go to town 
wearing their smart suits, polished shoes, 
hats, gloves and high heels. The background 
may also show shops and city buildings, 
often now gone and replaced with shining 
towers.
 These photos are few and precious 
compared with the deluge of disposable 
digital images that mount up in our present 

Traditional photo albums capture bygone era
day computers and devices.
 At last month’s AGM our guest speaker 
and member Dr Margaret Pember (née 
Ayling) combined the best of old and new 
technologies by screening a Power Point 
presentation titled Growing up in Toodyay 
in the 1950s and 1960s using photos from 
the family album and other collections.

 Marg’s impressive skills as an archivist and 
academic	in	the	fields	of	information	studies	
in Australia and overseas made this talk a 
delight for anyone interested in Toodyay’s 
post WWII history.
 Leo and Flo Ayling came out from England 
and settled in Toodyay in 1945. They had 
three daughters and over time the family 

lived in four houses.
 The one on the corner of Stirling Terrace 
and Herbert Street was named Herald House, 
believed to have once been the home of The 
Toodyay Herald’s editor Alfred E Deacon.
 Another photo dated 1955 shows Leo 
outside Toodyay’s show room and garage 
that was built for Charles Henry Doust and 
opened in 1927. L R Ayling & Co is proudly 
displayed in the central parapet.
	 The	garage,	which	reflects	the	increasing	
ownership of cars and motoring for pleasure 
through the countryside, is a great example 
of late 1920’s modern design. Fortunately, it 
looks much the same today.
 The most popular photos of course are 
those of the local lads and lasses having fun 
at their various sporting events, clubs, socials 
and those coming-of-age debutante balls.
 This month’s excursion will be a visit to 
Whitfield	House	 in	Hamersley	 Street	 on	
Friday September 17 followed by lunch at 
the	Freemasons	Hotel.	Whitfield	House	is	a	
private home so this excursion will be for 
members only. Details to be advised.
 Contacts: secretary.2j.ths@gmail.com, 
Robyn Taylor, rdtaylor@iinet.net.au, phone 
9574 2578 or Beth Frayne phone 9574 5971, 
toobide4@iinet.net.au. The postal address is 
PO Box 32 Toodyay WA 6566.
 Website: toodyayhistoricalsociety.org.au.
Membership is $15 per annum.

Debutante Ball 1960. Some well-known 
Toodyay family names include Andrijich, 
Donegan, Lloyd, Lee, Jeffreys, Ayling, 
Bushell, Chitty, Sinclair, Fleay and Dorizzi.

L R Ayling & Co’s showroom and garage in Stirling Terrace, Toodyay.

Labels make museum life easier
 We are sorry we missed the recent Toodyay 
Farmers Market but will return again with 
our shingles and shingle products.
 Our group has a new local volunteer, 
Sheena Hesse, who will be at the Old Gaol 
Museum on Fridays. Sheena’s considerable 
knowledge of the museum will be invaluable.
 Vern Whitney has again pruned and tidied 
up	 the	fig	 tree	 in	 the	courtyard	and	potted	
some cuttings for sale later on in the year. 
Thanks Vern.



 THE TOODYAY HERALD  September 2021  Page 15

Toodyay Agricultural Alliance
Frank Panizza

CONTINUOUS very wet and cold conditions 
have held up local crops and pastures over the 
past month.
 Wet and cloudy conditions have slowed up 
the growth of all crops, and boggy paddocks 
have been a headache for local farmers to 
manage.
 In most areas farmers have not been able 
to access paddocks to spread fertiliser or to 
spray and tend to crops. Low-lying areas have 
become waterlogged and driving around our 
shire the resultant yellowing of leaves is very 
evident.
 The lack of crop-dusting aircraft contractors 
has been frustrating and many farmers believe 
that the inability to properly manage their crops 
has	cost	them	lost	production	and	a	financial	
loss as a result.
 The above-average rainfall over almost the 
entire Wheatbelt has seen a large increase in the 
use of crop-dusting aircraft in the drier eastern 
and northern areas of the Wheatbelt where 
aircraft aren’t usually used. The resultant high 
demand for aerial services has stretched the 
contractors to a point where they can’t satisfy 
all of the demand.
 Mice have presented as a problem in the 
northern areas of the Wheatbelt this year. 

Toodyay Agricultural Society
Alison Wroth

BY THE time you read this it will only be 
a month until the historic 167th Toodyay 
Agricultural Show on Saturday October 9.
	 	The	first	colour	editions	of	our	Show Schedule 
are out early this year which is a wonderful 
achievement and a credit to the schedule 
coordinator and her team. Members now have 
their copies but they are available for purchase at 
various outlets for a $2 donation to our society.
 Both the Show Schedule and entry form 
can be downloaded from our new website 
toodyayagshow.com.au/.
  Only a small number of the books are printed 
so if you like a hard copy keepsake grab your 
book from either the Visitors Centre, Toodyay 
Shire Offices, Makit Hardware, library or 

Toodyay Farmers Market
Sue Wakka

WHAT a great day we had for last month’s 
market with lots of visitors stopping by on 
a really pleasant almost-Spring day.
 The venue change to the car park behind 
IGA to accommodate the Avon Descent 
was successful and a good day was had 
by all stallholders and visitors.
 There were plenty of stalls to see with 
great-quality homemade, handmade or 
home-grown goods on offer.
 Good music and food made for a great 
atmosphere and a few of the cast from 
Toodyay Theatre Company’s Fogies 
production popped in.
 The next market on Sunday September 
19 is back at Stirling Park from 9am to 
1pm. See you there.

Mouse monitoring adds 
to farmers’ chores

A temporary venue shift didn’t dull market action at the IGA car park.

Venue shift didn’t affect 
stallholders’ takings 

Show Schedule arrives with 
only a month to go

Daniel Yong meets Bob the Red-tail Cockatoo 
at the market.

Above: The mouse chew card shows the level of infestation in crops. Below: Unwanted visitors. 

While mice plagues are relatively common in 
the eastern states WA is usually unaffected.
 Mice damage to canola crops and lupin 
crops at the podding stage have been widely 
reported throughout the northern areas of the 
grain-growing region.
 Aerial baiting for these pests has been 
ongoing over the past few weeks further 
exacerbating the shortage of crop-dusting 
contractors.
 Evidence of mice damage has been reported 
as far south as Toodyay, although the damage 
levels are still below what is considered to be 
practical to control.
 Monitoring for mice damage has been a chore 
for many of our local farmers who use a ‘mouse 
chew card’ soaked in canola oil to attract mice 
in canola paddocks.
 This card is available free from the Grains 
Research and Development (GRDC) website. 
A card is left overnight in the crop and evidence 
of mice chewing can be compared to a chart on 
the website to determine the levels of mouse 
infestation. It is a very simple and effective 
tool.
 Canola crops sown into thick barley stubble 
that was not grazed or burnt appears to be the 
worst affected. These paddocks provided a feed 
source for mice in autumn which allowed them 
to	build	up	in	sufficient	numbers	to	later	cause	
damage to crops.

Toodyay and Districts  Bendigo Community 
Bank.
 Entry forms along with a bank receipt of your 
fee deposit can now be emailed direct to our 
Show Recorder which saves time for everyone. 
If you do not want to take up this new option you 
can still drop entry forms with the correct money 
in a sealed envelope at the Toodyay Visitors 
Centre.
 Entry forms will be accepted up to noon on 
Saturday October 2. Please lodge entries early.
 Both the Facebook page and our web site are 
ways of accessing the society. Use the web site 
to book tickets for the Show Special AvonLink 
train to bring family and friends up through the 
Valley for the Show. Click the train link and 
make a booking.
 Our major sponsors are businesses and 
individuals who support us to get this event 
organised. Without Makit Hardware, Chalice 
Mining, Toodyay and Districts Bendigo 
Community Bank, Dunnings, Toodyay Op 
Shop, Shire of Toodyay, CSBP, Morgan Feed 
Supplies and the wider community, the return to 
the 167th Autism-friendly Toodyay Agricultural 
Show would not have been possible.
 The Show Schedule is promoting both regular 
supporters and new businesses in glorious colour 
this year, so heartfelt thanks to you all.
 Now is the time when the district’s marvellous 
cooks start to cook that batch of biscuits, bake 
that incredible Show Schedule Cake or the 
President’s Favourite Recipe which this year is 
a date, walnut and brandy cake, and for men to 
have a shot at the Man Cake.
 Wise cooks will give it a few tries but we’ve 
all got plenty of time to practise and if you bake 
a cake that you believe would win Best Exhibit 
sash, freeze it but make sure that it is totally 
defrosted for the Show.
 The Photography Section has been updated and 
there are some very interesting new classes. The 
featured new group is called Toodyay in Focus 
so get your hands on a Show Schedule and your 
camera or phone and start clicking.
 Our stewards pre-Show meeting is coming up 
at the Youth Hall in mid September, followed by 
a lovely morning tea. I will advertise the date 
soon on social media and let the stewards know 
via Facebook and email. 
 Show Recorder schedule coordinator Sarah 
Jane will be available so if all willing-and-able 
stewards	could	attend	it	would	be	beneficial	to	
refresh our duties and get into Show-mode once 
again.
 Mark Saturday October 9 on your calendar 
and come to see our incredible entertainment 
program with a road safety accident scenario, 
fashion parades, food vans, a trade display, Side 
Show Alley, horses and winding up with the 
fireworks	at	7.30pm.	See	you	there.
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PL 1987 - GF 001857

Ideal for both new homes and changeover 
installations the Bonaire 

Summer Breeze is the value for money choice
Agents for BONAIRE

Bibbulmun trek boosts emotional skills
From left back: CWA President Maxine Walker, chaplain Doug McGhee, four wilderness program students and deputy principal Sharon Anderson with CWA members. Photo: Bev Casey.

Country Women’s Association
Elizabeth Mansom

ON AUGUST 12 four Toodyay District High 
School students visited us to relate their 
experiences trekking with the Wilderness 
Program run by school chaplain Doug 
McGhee.
 The program seeks to develop social and 
emotional	skills	to	benefit	participants	during	
the rest of their education and into adult life.
 Freddie, Xavier, Tiana and Violet were part 
of a group of 13 students who walked 65km 
along a section of the Bibbulmun Track, each 
carrying their own shelter, bedding and food.
 In spite of fatigue and blisters all four spoke 
of	increased	confidence	and	self-esteem	and	
highly recommended the experience to any 
students who are hesitant about participating.
 Toodyay CWA is pleased to sponsor this 
program and congratulates all involved.
 Having met four of the young people who 
took part, our members feel sure the future 
is in good hands.
 Our delegate, Stephanie, returned from 
State Conference full of praise for a well- 
organised function attended by 300 members 
from across the state.

Noongar Kaartdijin Aboriginal 
Corporation 

WE ARE pleased to be working collaboratively 
with the Shire of Toodyay to develop the 
museum project Gnulla Karnany Waangkiny 
(Our Truth Telling).
 This is a commitment in the shire’s 
Reconciliation Action Plan which was launched 
in May this year.
 To get the project underway, the NKAC made 
an application to Lotterywest for funding.
 If successful the shire will host the museum 
project.
 This project will engage research expertise, 
historians, Aboriginal Elders, local groups and 
others to ensure that the history of Noongar 
traditional life, displacement, discrimination 
and everyday life since early exploration and 

 Planning is well in hand for the 100th 
anniversary of CWA of WA in 2024. The huge 
assortment of souvenirs of this momentous 
milestone will have us all looking to set up a 
specially designated savings account.
 This milestone can be celebrated a little 
earlier than that of the CWA Cook Book which 
has been in print for 85 years, and how better 
to celebrate a cookbook than with a cake.
 Bindoon Belles have bravely put up their 
hand to host the State Conference next year.
 As the last conference to be hosted in the 
country was the 90th in York, which we all 
thoroughly enjoyed, we are eagerly looking 
forward to next year’s event.
 A date to mark in your diary is Saturday, 
September 11 when we will be holding a 
home products stall at IGA between 9am  and 
1pm.
 Jams and chutneys are already being 
prepared and home-baked items will be 
produced closer to the day.
 Dixie’s colourful crocheted blanket will be 
first	prize	in	a	raffle	and	our	cookbook	and	
scone book will be available for sale.
 This is all for a good cause as we have 
been told our 100-year-old hall, which stands 
proud in the main street, is in need of a new 

roof. (See Page 4 photo.)
 The CWA meets in the hall in Stirling 
Terrace at 1pm on the fourth Thursday of 
each month.

 There is plenty of parking in Charcoal Lane 
with disabled access at the side of the hall.
 To book the hall please contact Bev Casey 
on 0488 722 874.

THE WAGYL (Rainbow Serpent, Spirit 
Snake)	is	an	important	figure	in	all	Aboriginal	
culture.
 For Noongar people the Wagyl is the 
creator of the universe and giver of lore, and 
dominated the earth and sky, creating keip, 
bilya (waterways), boodja (country), moort 
(family) and kaartdijin (knowledge). 
 The Toodyay Valley was known to Noongar 
as the place of the great magic snake and its 
waterways have spiritual importance as a 
course travelled by the Wagyl.
	 During	 the	winter	floods	 the	Wagyl	 lives	
in springs at Bolgart (just north of the Shire 
of Toodyay) and frequents rocky slopes at 
Boolegin nearby. This area is known as Place 
of Snake and Magic Swamp Place.
	 During	 the	 first	 summer	 bonar	 (season)	
of Birak when the brooks and pools begin 
to dry up, the giant Wagyl makes its way 
from Bolgart, underground and through 
the waterways including Toodyay Brook, 
Gugulja (Avon River), Gnilgil (Redbank 
Pool) and on to Burlong Pool near Narrjuk 
(Northam) where it stays in the long and deep 
pool during the hotter months. The Burlong 

Wagyl roams Toodyay Valley
area has a number of mythological sites and 
paintings.
 Noongar people have rules to follow when 
they are around the Wagyl’s sacred water 
holes. Along with Burlong and pools near 
Bolgart, the Gnilgil (Redbank Pool) close to 
Toodyay town is one of these sacred places. 
 When the water is clear it is alright to take 
the water but when it is dark or murky the 
Wagyl is swimming and you should not take 
any water.
 When approaching these Wagyl places 
Noongar shouted out: “Ngain-ya-ye-ya 
cooling” (I am coming now). Noongar 
people also spread beds of Yanget (bull 
rushes) or Balga (grass tree) leaves near the 
site or ritual point. For Noongar people the 
Toodyay Valley was a culturally rich and 
fertile ground, covered with active springs 
and green grasses on Noongar boodja.
 It was a place where the Yued, Ballardong 
and Whadjuk tribes crossed paths, hunted and 
gathered, traded with each other, managed the 
land and tended to cultural responsibilities 
during all six bonar (seasons) for over 45,000 
years.

Local Noongar history project
white settlement is researched, recorded and 
shared.
 The information collected will form important 
Noongar visual displays in the Newcastle 
Museum around four key areas: 1. Noongar 
Traditional Life – Pre-European Contact; 2. 
Noongar Daily Life – Post 1830’s Settlement; 
3. Our Dark History – Post Exploration, and 4. 
Noongar Elders – 20th Century Stories.
 We don’t expect to hear back from funding 
bodies for a few months but in anticipation of 
a positive response we will be ready to proceed 
and	plan	to	have	displays	finalised	for	the	2022	
visitor season.
 Anyone interested in helping to sponsor this 
or other NKAC interpretive art projects please 
contact us via email noongarkaartdijin@gmail.
com or keep up to date with our activities on 
the NKAC Facebook page.

mailto:noongarkaartdijin@gmail.com
mailto:noongarkaartdijin@gmail.com
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Avon Valley Woodturners
Max J Heath

WELL, it has been an interesting time for 
the woodturners.
 As group convener, I attended a conveners’ 
meeting at Wandi, our wood turning 
headquarters.
 Just about all clubs were represented and 
it was confirmed that we would have a 
workshop in Toodyay next March. We did 
have trouble getting the hall for the required 
date but ended up having to settle for March 
5.
 We now have to get moving and organise 
demonstrators etc., as this is quite a big event 
with about 90 people attending from all over 
the state.
 The public is also welcome to come and 
have a look and we would like you to call 
in on this date and examine the competition 
article crafted by some of the best turners in 
the state.
 We have to  have three  di fferent 
demonstrators	for	the	day	and	this	is	difficult	
for a small club like ours to organise, but we 
shall get there.
	 Our	raffle	was	a	success	and	raised	$603	
which will be spent on necessary equipment 
for the club as well as our rent and power.
 Our club members were busy with other 
commitments	on	raffle	day	and	I	also	needed	

Ida’s Hideaway
Rae Vigar

THIS	is	the	first	time	for	a	couple	of	months	
that I have put pen to paper as there hasn’t 
been much to report.
	 The	 years	 are	 flying	 by	 and	we	 are	 all	
getting older and due to health problems our 
numbers are down each week.
 We really do need more members to 
continue, so if you are thinking of joining 
a community group please consider Ida’s 
Hideaway.
 We may be few but we are friendly and 
have fun and a good laugh every Saturday 
afternoon.

Toodyay Autumn Club
Mike Cox

WE WOULD like to welcome some of 
our new members from Northam and 
Gidgegannup who have joined our happy 
mob.
 We recently celebrated our 43rd birthday 
with a bus trip to Bolgart. Jeff Porter picked 

up some members and we made our way 
to Ann Sinclair’s home where the bus was 
waiting.
 We alighted and headed to the car park to 
pick up the rest of the members, then we were 
on our way.
 Members sat back and let Ann drive us on 
a	lovely	trip	on	a	quiet	road	passing	fields	
of yellow and green on our way to Bolgart 
Hotel for lunch.
 We arrived about noon to be welcomed  by 
the hotel manager and enjoyed a nice cool 
drink.
 After a meal of delicious pork or beef, it 
was time to cut the birthday cake and Frieda 
Richardson did the honours.
 After a great day out we made our way 
back to Toodyay at abou 4pm.
 We would like to thank Ann for driving 
us there and back and to George Due for 
supplying the cake.
 It was a great day out and we’re looking 
forward to our next outing.

Ida’s prepares to celebrate 20 years

Bolgart bus trip hits the spot 
for hungry seniors

All aboard the club’s birthday bus to Bolgart.

Frieda Richardson cuts the birthday cake.

New sanders required 
to keep turners busy

Jenn steps up to the plate as 
Jennifer heads off to Bayswater

From left: Maggie Parsons, Judy Dow, Therese Chitty and Jennifer Perkins.

Butterly Cottages
Therese Chitty

THE MANAGEMENT Committee of 
Butterly Cottages Inc thanked Jennifer 
Perkins for her many years of service to 
the committee and community with a gift 
pack from Uniquely Toodyay and lunch at 
Wendouree Tea Rooms.
 Jennifer resigned from her position as 
secretary in July and we would like to thank 
her for her dedication, compassion and the 
knowledge she shared over the years. We 
wish Jennifer and Phil a happy retirement 
in Bayswater.
 Welcome to Jenn Nock our interim 
secretary who has stepped into her new 
position with enthusiasm and vigour. 
Jenn will certainly be an asset as will new 
committee member Judy Morrissey.

 Membership renewals, just $10, were due 
in July.
 Butterly is always on the lookout for new 
members who may be interested in joining 
to assist with the ongoing success of keeping 
this volunteer group run by local community 
members.
 The AGM will be held in October and if 
you have ever thought about helping out, 
come along and talk to the committee.
 Volunteering is never easy. It can be 
time consuming but also very rewarding 
knowing you’re helping the ageing 
residents of Toodyay to remain in affordable 
accommodation in the town they love and 
feel safe in.
 Email:butterly2j@gmail.com or contact 
our secretary Jenn Nock 0417 174 712 for 
any further information or membership 
forms.

to shoot off to Northam for a short visit which 
meant my wife Mildred and dear friend 
Denise stepped in to help. Thanks girls.
 Also, thanks to Rob Pearce for providing 
the	load	of	wood	for	first	prize.	We	had	four	
other prizes including turned items donated 
by Meagan Jones which were all crafted by 
the late David Eyres.
 Athol Donegan was the winner of the 
firewood	with	Sue	Golding	winning	the	table	
lamp, Shay Whiticker a polished vase, Jenny 
Willgoss a salt mill and Beth Ruthven won 
another vase.
 At last month’s general meeting we 
discussed what we next need in the line of 
machinery and it was decided that a new 
sander is the most urgent requirement.
 We have two surplus small lathes and 
Joondalup woodturners are interested in 
taking them. All our equipment belongs to 
WA Woodturners Association and has to 
be offered to another club before it can be 
offered to club members.
 The AGM followed and was fairly quick, 
only	needing	the	election	of	officers.	I	was	
re-elected convener, David Doye takes 
on secretarial duties, Phil Perkins was re- 
elected treasurer and Terry Hood will act as 
safety	officer.
 Well, that is all from The Junction until 
next month; remember that you’re always 
welcome to come to look at what we do.

 Our committee has been returned once 
again with president Syd Sinclair, vice-
president Michael Cox, secretary Anne 
Sinclair, treasurer and media liaison Rae 
Vigar and coordinator Ida Edwards.
 We have been preparing for our 20th 
birthday celebrations on Monday September 
13. If you are a past member and would like 
to attend, please get in touch with Ida on 
9574 2858; she will be pleased to hear from 
you.
 The group meets every Saturday from 1pm 
to 4pm in the conference room of Toodyay 
Community Resource Centre.
 For more information please phone Rae on 
9574 2356.


