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Coming events

Anzac Parade returns to annual tradition

Moondyne floozies flaunt feathered finery
Former Australian Army Cpl Warren Hall (white gauntlets) leads last month’s Anzac Day Parade in a return to traditional observance after last year’s lockdown. More photos Page 10. 

Massive shire debt based 
on wrong business case

COUNCILLORS used the wrong business 
case three years ago to justify burdening 
ratepayers with the biggest loan in shire 
history to fund the town’s new $15 million 
sport and recreation centre.
Full story Page 9.

Toodyay really turned it on this month with a return to its much-loved annual Moondyne 
mayhem that began with a march through town (above), the capture of notorious local 
bushranger Moondyne Joe by colonial coppers (right), two stage trials in Stirling Terrace, 
a bevy of fine feathered floozies teasing the audience (above right) and a host of street stalls 
and entertainment that captivated visitors and costumed locals on a perfect autumn day. Local 
traders reported steady sales throughout the action-packed event. Photos: John Martens.

Fibre Festival 
Sunday June 6
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THANK YOU
Many thanks to the volunteers who helped produce this edition of The Toodyay Herald: 
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Ol’ Blind Joe
Gremlins shemozzle

Stirling Hamilton

I PAID a thousand bucks for my laptop but 
a five-year obsolescence feature built into it 
kicked in last month and it died.
 Charitably, The Herald gave me a retired 
old Windows desktop computer but I’ve 
encountered more gremlins in it than there 
are gargoyles in Gotham City.
 I’d saved everything six months ago on a 
USB thingy but the data transfer to my new 
machine was disappointing.
 My photos used to be in groups such as 
stonework, timber, furniture, etc. but now 
I’ve got 48,514 shuffled photos with no 
rhyme or reason to be found.
 Same with my documents which were 
grouped by country or subject but are now 
lost meandering in digital cyberspace.
 It’s a bit like owning a dictionary without the 
first letters – the words are there somewhere 
but you gotta go through the whole book to 
find what you are looking for.
 At first I thought it would take months to 
sort out this shemozzle but I realise now 
it could be years, so I’m winging it and 
working with what I’ve got – please excuse 
me if I jump around a bit.
 The biggest voting bloc in the US is the 
millions of Americans who don’t cast a 
ballot because they either don’t care or think 
they’re up shit creek whoever wins.
 So much for that country’s boast that it has 
world’s greatest democracy.
 Meanwhile, Sydney-based APAC News 
questioned last month whether the ABC 
was complicit in allowing senior journalists 
to promote the Australian Strategic Policy 
Institute (ASPI) an outfit funded by US 
weapons manufacturers, the US State 
Department and the Australian Department 
of Defence, without declaring any conflicts 
of interest.
 The shadowy institute has since removed 
references to ABC broadcaster Stan Grant as 
a Senior Fellow of ASPI from its website – 
but forgot to scrub his name from its ‘meet 
the team’ page.
 The Pentagon is complicit in US economic 
sanctions that affect one-third of the world’s 
population in 39 countries.
 They block shipments and purchases of 
essential medicines, testing equipment, 
personal protection equipment, vaccines and 
even basic food.

 Sanctions also worsen chronic shortages 
of basic necessities, economic dislocation, 
chaotic hyperinflation, artificial famines, 
disease and poverty, leading to tens of 
thousands of deaths.
 It is always the poorest and the weakest 
– infants, children, the chronically ill and 
elderly – who suffer the worst.
 Former US Labor Secretary Robert Reich 
says: “The Pentagon already spends $740 
billion every year, $2 billion every day and 
$1 million every minute.”
 This includes more than 18,000 Pentagon 
contractors who will remain in Afghanistan 
while US President Joe Biden reduces 
American troop numbers to a much-vaunted 
2500.
 America will leave behind US Special 
Forces, mercenaries and spooks by 
privatising and downscaling the war but not 
ending it.
 It is clear from official documents that 
Uncle Sam covets Afghanistan’s mineral 
wealth.
 A US Geological Service survey in 2007 
discovered nearly $1 trillion in Afghan 
mineral deposits.
 These include huge veins of iron, copper, 
cobalt, gold, and critical industrial metals 
such as lithium, which is used to make 
batteries for laptops, mobile phones and 
other hi-tech electronic equipment.
  An internal Pentagon memo stated that 
Afghanistan could become the “Saudi Arabia 
of lithium”.
 Meanwhile, Australia’s remote Christmas 
Island detention centre has cost taxpayers 
almost $27 million since being reopened this 
year despite holding just four detainees.
 They are a Tamil couple who arrived in 
Australia by boat in 2012 and were welcomed 
into a Queensland rural community where 
two daughters were born before their 
freedom was snatched away four years ago.
 Imagine locking up those children for four 
years behind razor wire in a high-security 
prison at the far end of a remote island with 
little or no physical or emotional contact with 
the outside world.
 That’s what your taxpayer dollars are 
doing.
 A place for everything, and everything in 
its place – US Founding Father Benjamin 
Franklin (1706-1790).
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Office Hours are from 9.30am - 12.30pm on highlighted days
May -June 2021

Moondyne magic shines on Toodyay

Two floozies (above) watch visitors and locals yell themselves hoarse as ‘jurors’ in two 
comic street theatre trials of legendary bushranger Moondyne Joe. Photo: Allan Henshaw.
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Tinned dog fuels a life on the level 
Ieva Tomsons

RETIRED Dewar’s Pool surveyor Allan 
Gregory (73) has set his theodolite sights 
across vast distances in WA, the Northern 
Territory and eastern states.
 Educated at Mt Hawthorn Primary and 
Tuart Hill High School, Allan excelled in 
mathematics which prompted a vocational 
guidance officer to recommend a career in 
surveying.
 “I didn’t know what a surveyor was but 
knew I didn’t want to spend my life in an 
office.”
 During his cadetship at the Department of 
Lands and Surveys, he was instructed to gain 
field experience with an old farmer/surveyor.
 “He was a good old bloke and looked 100 
years old, but he was probably 60.”
 In 1967 he graduated from Perth Technical 
College with a Certificate in Engineering 
Surveying and secured work with an aerial 
mapping company whose main client was 
Hamersley Iron.
 At 21 he was required to set out a railway 
line for Hamersley Iron from Tom Price to 
Paraburdoo, a distance of 68 miles (109km).
 “It was a tough introduction,” said Allan 
who worked in searing heat to complete the 
job with a bulldozer operator and two field 
assistants.
 Starting at the Tom Price end where they 
lived with hundreds of men in a construction 
camp, they relocated half-way through to 
Paraburdoo where the population was five.
 “When we arrived, we didn’t quite double 
the population but we did triple the beer 
consumption,” laughs Allan.
 In 1968 Allan married Perth girl Kerry 
Warner and they started a family which 
prompted Allan to apply for a job with Main 
Roads in Derby where they could all be based.
 During the late ’60s and early ’70s the 
Kimberley region needed new roads and 
bridges and Allan was the only Main Roads 
surveyor in the East Kimberley when the 
family relocated to Kununurra.
 He surveyed hundreds of kilometres of 
roads in the West and East Kimberley and 
completed the site survey for the new bridge 
over the Fitzroy River at Fitzroy Crossing.
 “In one day we would drive to Halls Creek 
to set out a bridge and drive back. That’s not 
a typical day but it gives an indication of what 
it was like.”
 With a third child on the way, it was time to 
track down a job “in civilisation” where the 
kids could be educated.
 The next stop in 1973 was Canberra where 
Allan worked for six years for the Australian 
Surveying Office initially setting out roads 
and blocks in the new suburbs which were 
springing up everywhere.
 “The suburb we lived in was a town 
planning masterpiece. All the kids could walk 

anywhere without crossing a road. There were 
underpasses everywhere.”
 Allan was one of 60 surveyors and 100 
assistants engaged in neighbourhood 
development for the rapidly growing capital 
city, but he found the work “a bit boring” so 
he put his hand up for the Special Project 
Branch.
 “Gough Whitlam was in power and he 
was dead set on decentralisation, wanting to 
turn towns such Albury/Wadonga, Bathurst 
and Orange into cities so I did some of 
the mapping for these projects as well as 
preparatory work for seismic exploration 
throughout NSW.
 The Gregorys leapt at the opportunity to 
return to Perth in 1974 for six months and 
hoped it would lead to a permanent position 
in their home town.
 It didn’t but before Allan was recalled to 
Canberra he completed a detailed survey 
of Lombadina Mission near Cape Leveque 
where he and his two assistants watched a 
tsunami roll in from the Timor Sea and smash 
into the cliff where they were standing.
 The new naval base being built on Garden 
Island required a bathymetric survey which 
meant Allan had to battle seasickness each day 
in a small boat to collect data on the depths 
of Cockburn Sound.
 Back in Canberra he took on the challenge 

of two trips to Papua New Guinea where 
on one job near Kokoda he employed up 
to 50 villagers to carry the patrol boxes of 
provisions and equipment and hack through 
the dense jungle with machetes.
 “It was rice, tinned dog, tinned butter and 
even tinned bread, enough to last us for six 
weeks  and many of the meris (wives) tagged 
along.”
 When he invited the wife of one of the 
men who was helping him to look through 
the telescope to see her husband close up, he 
forgot that the image she would see would be 
inverted and he got more than he bargained 
for.
 “She squealed, took a second look and 
squealing with laughter was almost turning 
cartwheels in her grass skirt as she tried to 
demonstrate to the others that her husband 
was upside down.”

 Allan didn’t know where to look – or so he 
says.
 In a bid to reduce extended separations from 
his family, Allan landed a senior surveyor’s 
job in Darwin where he clocked up a decade 
managing a group of surveyors throughout 
the Territory setting out  new roads, including 
one from Ayres Rock (Uluru) and The Olgas 
(Kata Tjuta), and realigning the last 100km 
out to Kings Canyon.
 At the tiny town of Arltunga east of Alice 
Springs there was a hotel and six locals.  
So when Allan’s team of six turned up, the 
town decided to celebrate the doubling of 
their population by holding their 100-year 
anniversary early.
 “It’s the only 99-and-half year celebration 
that I know of and it was quite a party.”
 The Gregorys moved back to Perth in 1990 
and bought a house in Bull Creek.
 Allan was working again for Main Roads 
but cutting back on field work and using his 
previous experience with GPS to settle into 
the office environment where his computing 
skills came in handy crunching data from field 
survey staff.
 One of his last projects before retiring in 
2003 was remapping the Hamersley Ranges 
for Karajini National Park where he first 
started surveying 40 years earlier.
 “I had come full circle, mapping the 
same area using newer equipment but still 
referencing some of the same rock cairns we 
had positioned all those years ago.”
 Allan is what you would call ‘a surveyor’s 
surveyor’ who wrote immaculate field notes, 
some of which were used as a teaching aid in 
tertiary institutions in Canberra.
 During his long career, he has been 
president of the Canberra division of the 
Australian Surveying Association and in the 
Northern Territory presided over The Institute 
of Engineering and Mining Surveyors, 
Australia.
 Even after Allan retired and moved to 
Toodyay in 2003, Main Roads tracked him 
down to negotiate with all the land-owners 
affected by the widening of Great Northern 
Highway from Bullsbrook to Dalwallinu.
 Allan’s meticulous attention to detail comes 
to the fore each month when he volunteers at 
The Toodyay Herald as a proof reader who 
keeps on looking for errors when the rest of 
us have packed it in.

Retired Dewars Pool surveyor Allan Gregory with his trusty old theodolite.

Long arm of the law cops a feel

One member of Toodyay’s local constabulary had his hands full maintaining law and order 
at this month’s colourful Moondyne Festival. Photo: John Martens.
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The Toodyay Herald invites you to have 
your say in our letters page. Please 
email us at news@toodyayherald.com.au 
with your full name, address and phone 
number. Letters that are short, sharp and 
to the point about topical local issues are 
preferred. The Herald reserves the right 
to edit letters for length, grammar and 
punctuation.

The way we were – This undated family portrait of an Australian Digger who served overseas in the Great War (1914-1918) would 
have provided comfort to those he left behind. From an Australian population of fewer than five million people at the time, 416,809 
men enlisted, more than 60,000 were killed and 156,000 were wounded, gassed, or taken prisoner. Many returned home mentally and 
physically scarred for the rest of their lives. What happened to this soldier is unknown but his service to our country is commemorated 
every April 25 on Anzac Day (see Page 1). Photo: Newcastle Gaol Museum.

Hidden truck agenda
IF MAIN Roads WA recognised the 
environmental importance of Toodyay Road, 
why would it choose to put a 90m-wide, 
11m-deep cut for several kilometres through 
beautiful Wandoo and Powderbark woodland 
around the Sandplain and Salt Valley Road 
intersections for an overtaking lane that 
could go elsewhere?
 This part of Toodyay Road is too steep for 
heavy trucks, so Main Roads wants to lessen 
the gradient to enable trucking operators 
to cut 11 minutes off the journey and save 
millions of dollars.
 From the start, the Toodyay Road upgrade 
was always sold by Main Roads as being 
about road safety.
 But the more we find out about what is 
going on, the more it is about helping the 
trucking industry and the less about safety.
 How many people think this outcome is 
worth what we are going to lose?
 Road crash statistics have improved hugely 
since 2015.
 If Main Roads was truly considering safety, 
the designs they might choose today would 
be different.
 There are many proven, cost-effective road 
treatments such as rumble strips and sealed 
hard shoulders to reduce accidents.
 Main Roads established a Toodyay Road 
Community Reference Group (CRG) in 2017 
as a box-ticking exercise to rubber stamp 
its proposals, not to address environmental 
concerns.
 Most CRG members do not represent 
environmental perspectives.
 Those that do are me (representing 
Toodyay Friends of the River), Eddie 
Wajon (WA Wildflower Society) and Greg 
Warburton (Toodyay Naturalists’ Club) who 
unfortunately resigned at the last meeting.
 Despite what a Main Roads spokesperson 
said in The Herald last month,a regional 
manager has told us they will not change the 
design to refine or improve it.
 CRG members have no influence – all we 
can do is offer input on peripheral issues.
 We at Safe and Scenic Toodyay Road 
want to stop the clearing of almost 14ha of 
vegetation around Salt Valley and Sandplain 
Roads.
 The two intersections definitely need 
upgrading but because Main Roads is 
focussed on the $45 million section, it is 
unlikely they will be made safe for a long 
time.
 Main Roads says it is optimising road 
design to reduce clearing but the footprint 
submitted for their permit is massive.
 If you manage to clear 11 per cent less then, 
wow, doesn’t that sound great?
 The offset of purchasing Wandoo woodland 
next to Clackline Reserve to compensate 
for the 54.87ha Main Roads is going to 
clear does not give us any net gain for the 
environment – this land would never have 
been able to be cleared anyway.
 Birdlife Australia has told us that artificial 

Clearing saves lives
I NOTE concerns raised in the last Toodyay 
Herald in regard to the clearing of trees to 
facilitate the Main Roads WA Toodyay road 
works project.
 It is important to understand with projects 
of this nature that everything is built to a new 
Australian Safety Standard and clearing away 
from the road surface is part of those new 
safety standards.
 Existing roads in our shire should be to a 
clearance standard of 5m wide and 4m in 
height.
 However, this is often not the case in 
Toodyay because many local roads are 
encroached upon by overhanging limbs that 
force trucks, buses and tractors to the centre, 
presenting a clear traffic hazard.
 We have alerted the shire numerous times 
about this significant safety issue.
 The State Government has committed 
$120 million to upgrading Toodyay Road 
– something not seen locally for quite some 
time.
 Consultation with the local community 
about environmental impacts, occurred in 
2017.
 A plan was put in place to provide a 196ha 
(3.5 times the area to be cleared) offset of 
Wandoo woodland adjacent to Clackline 
Nature Reserve, 88 artificial black cockatoo 
nesting hollows, the planting of 52ha of 
vegetation along Toodyay Road, sourcing 
13,800 seedlings (55 species), the relocation 
of 90 grass trees and 20 Macrozamia palms 
– the list goes on.
 While this may not replace mature trees, 
the road upgrade will hopefully prevent the 
deaths of family members and friends who 
can’t be replaced.
 I believe this upgrade is predominantly 
about road safety, and safety alone for our 
citizens.
 As an added bonus, the trip to Perth will also 
take less time, as travellers using the Great 
Northern Highway upgrade have discovered.
 Toodyay Road was built decades ago.
 Toodyay’s population has doubled in the 
40 years I have lived here but our section of 
Toodyay Road has never had any overtaking 
lanes – it needs them.
 Many local people now commute to Perth 
for work, and our town has become a popular 
tourist destination.
 Progress is needed to cater for these 
changes.
 We can’t let this upgrade funding be lost 
or stopped as happened with approved State 
Government funding for a Toodyay heavy-
haulage bypass 20-odd years ago.
 The lack of a proper town bypass means 
heavy trucks still have to use Stirling Terrace 
today.
 If you support the current roadworks to 
upgrade Toodyay Road, I urge you to let your 
local shire, Main Roads WA and local MPs 
know.

Stephanie Clarke
Wattening

Nauseating
IT IS disgusting to hear that people have been 
stealing food from local charity Toodyay 
Locals Care – not just small amounts but 10 
to 20 packets of food at a time.
 This food is not meant to be party food or 
to sell elsewhere – it is for destitute people, 
the elderly and those who can’t cook for 
themselves or are in financial difficulty.
 The food is not provided for thieves who 
have no regard for those in need but who 
want to enrich themselves in dubious ways.
 These people are sickening, revolting and 
nauseating.
 It is utterly shameful that such people exist 
in Toodyay.

Dr Monika Zechetmayr
Toodyay

LETTERS nesting hollows are never as good as natural 
sites.
 Artificial nesting boxes will never replace 
the 188 natural hollows removed as part of 
clearing at Salt Valley and Sandplain Roads.
 Seed collection and revegetation is great 
but 70-80 per cent of plant species do not 
produce viable seed or seed that will grow 
in nurseries.
 Many plants grow in complex symbiotic 
relationships that, in many cases, are poorly 
understood and cannot be relocated.
 We will lose some amazing plants, 
including some orchid populations.
 A revegetation plan to contribute to 
ecological connectivity will not be bio-
diverse for the above reasons.
 Former farmland subjected to years of 
artificial fertiliser, fungicide and pesticides 
will lack the soil organisms needed to grow 
native plants.
 Toodyay  Road  use r s  a re  see ing 
Xanthorrhoea (grass trees) transplanted 
near Jingaling Brook Road slowly dying.
 This is one of Main Roads’ attempts to look 
as though it is doing the right thing.
 Come and inspect large-scale Main Roads’ 
maps in the Toodyay Memorial Hall foyer to 
see what is planned.
 The display is open weekdays 10am-2pm 
until the end of this month, and 10am-noon 
on weekends.
 If you feel it is important, sign our petition 
to the WA Legislative Council (in State 
Parliament), visit our website sastr.com.au 
and like us on Facebook.

Bethan Lloyd
Toodyay

More letters Page 8.

Reality check
THERE appears to be two conflicting 
schools of thought about whether the new 
Toodyay Shire Council is doing a good 
job or not.
 Opponents claim a new council majority 
elected last October is being led by the 
nose by a new shire CEO.
 This is what happened last time, they 
say, and nothing has been learned from 
a damning State inquiry that made 25 
adverse findings against an inept previous 
council and its disgraced former CEO.
 Others say the WA Local Government 
Department and its Perth-based Director 
General are happy with Toodyay’s new 
shire leadership as it strives to clean up 
the mess left by the previous mob.
 One side seems to be focussed purely on 
process, and the other on outcomes.
 Despite heated words exchanged at 
recent council meetings, there is no 
tangible evidence that the State regulator is 
alarmed by the new council’s performance.
 In fact, Director General Duncan Ord last 
month praised Toodyay’s new civic leaders 
for their response to fixing a disaster that 
was allowed to fester unchecked prior to 
last year’s local government elections.
 It’s hard to imagine that Mr Ord would 
find fault with the process for selecting 
former City of Perth commissioner 
Andrew Hammond to head a recommended 
governance review of the Shire of Toodyay.
 If anyone can sort out the mess created 
by the previous council, surely it must be 
someone of Mr Hammond’s calibre.
 The specialist local government 
management consultant was appointed 
by the WA Government in 2018 to “restore 
good governance to the City of Perth” after 
years of public scandal undermined the 
State’s biggest local government authority.
 Mr Hammond appears well qualified to 
cut through some of the petty cynicism 
and sheer bloody-mindedness that has 
bedevilled our shire in recent years.
 The tone of increasingly belligerent  
attacks on Toodyay’s new council suggests 
a hidden agenda to sack its elected 
members and replace them with a State-
appointed administrator.
 That’s not what Toodyay electors voted 
for at last October’s council elections.
 Nor is there likely to be widespread 
community support to merge five local 
councils into a single Avon Valley 
regional authority, as proposed to a WA 
Parliamentary Select Committee in 2019.
 Many Toodyay electors would see that as 
a surrender of control over local affairs to 
a remote administration based in Northam.
 Whether “dancing on the head of a pin” 
or genuine local government reform, the 
answer is not to be found in sarcastic 
public attacks on brow-beaten Toodyay 
councillors who, after all, are basically 
volunteers who give up their time for very 
little reward.
 Just let them get on with it – please.

Michael Sinclair-Jones
Editor
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Proudly supported by

Swan Valley and Eastern Regions Inc.

Workshops
Animals

Entertainment
Honey Festival

Slow Food Movement

Enquiries: 0418 928 549 

Ground Space: 0412 953 512 

or visit our website: 

www.gidgegannup.info

Gates open 9am 

Adults $10, 16 years and 

under free entry. 

No Dogs allowed 

GIDGEGANNUP 
Small Farm Field DaySmall Farm Field Day

SUNDAY MAY 30th 
2021

Larry Graham*

LAST month’s meeting of the council of 
the Shire of Toodyay was a masterclass in 
vindictive civic dysfunction and anyone 
who doubts that should just watch it.
 In a very long time in public affairs, I have 
never before seen an organisation act with 
such disregard for proper process and the 
law.
 My two formal submissions advised 
that the law prevents the current fees and 
charges for the recreation centre being 
imposed; some councillors have also 
pursued this matter and the shire sought 
legal advice and all said the same thing; the 
Act applies, it has not been followed and 
the fees are unlawful.
 But even when the continued unlawfulness 
came up again at this meeting, my guess is 
the fees and charges would have still been 
passed on a split vote.
 That was until Cr Mick McKeown took 
a point of order which forced the issue to 
be dealt with; until then there was certainly 
no guidance from anyone in authority that 
complying with the law was even necessary.
 This is a simple matter, but for some 
reason our shire did not think it mattered 
that the law said they cannot do what they 
did.
 Months on, they have now advised they 
have stopped collecting fees.  
 But why did it take so long?
 The answer to that is far more perplexing; 
I have been told that on November 24 last 
year, Cr Paula Greenway emailed the shire 
administration asking when the matter 
would go to council.
 So, from that time onwards, the shire must 
have known that council needed to adopt 
the fees but for some reason no action was 
ever taken to do that.
 That is a chronic failure in the system that 
needs explaining.
 The recreation centre is a major issue 
and despite having answered questions 
last month and pretended that there was 
a business plan under review for it; this 
meeting finally confirmed that is not true.
 There is no business plan.
 A business plan is the first step one takes 
with a project like this and even though 
the council’s own long-term financial plan 

‘Masterclass in vindictive 
civic dysfunction’

says “risk can be mitigated” by making a 
business case, not only do we still not have 
one, but there is also no indication that we 
are going to get one.
 But back to the meeting; one councillor 
claimed that the financial statements since 
December last year have not been balanced 
and councillors’ concerns are not being 
addressed; despite all seeming to accept 
that the accounts were not accurate, five 
councillors still voted to accept them.
 Even scarier, was the claim by another 
councillor that a tiny cash sponsorship for 
the Toodyay Agricultural Show meant “that 
locking council into a budget decision for 
five years when it might not be feasibly 
possible to honour these commitments”.
 In March the council adopted its official 
annual budget review which showed a 
budget surplus of $39,651.
  So, if that councillor’s view is correct, 
almost every other financial document 
produced by the shire is incorrect.
 But I suspect this councillor has actually 
let the cat out of the bag that our council 
is in a very serious financial position, but 
they are just not telling us.
  Cr Ben Bell moved an urgent motion to 
require the CEO to prepare a budget with 
rate increases that conform to the long-term 
financial plan.
 With voting along tribal voting lines, the 
motion was not allowed as urgent business.
 In the current budget processes, the 
council did not think it was urgent to tell 
their CEO what they wanted?
 Really?
 That can only be because they are 
preparing to give us serious rate increases 
in the coming budget; and those increased 
rates will be the result of the ongoing 
incompetence and poor governance in the 
Shire of Toodyay.
 Installing mentors to drive change might 
have worked once, but this council is now 
so dysfunctional that I am not sure that is 
possible any longer.
 *Mr Graham is a Toodyay resident 
and former State MP who told a WA 
Parliamentary Select Committee in 2019 
that the Shire of Toodyay should be axed to 
merge  five Avon Valley local government 
authorities into a single new regional 
council.

‘No major issue to excite ratepayers 
at this stage, but rate rise expected’

The Toodyay Progress Association
Brian Foley, Chairman

THE TOODYAY Progress Association has 
not moved on from last month and we have 
not had anyone show an interest in keeping 
the association going.
 At this stage there is not a major issue 
which excites the Toodyay ratepayers but 
believe me there will be one shortly with 
the release of the next year’s budget.
 If, as we expect, a rate rise above the 
Consumer Price Index will be used as the 
basis to raise funds, then I am sure a number 
of ratepayers will want a voice, so get on 
board now.
 The shire finances are under severe 
pressure, but they have funds in reserve, and 
these may be needed in the coming months.
 If so, we will wait and see how these are 
used and if they will be returned.
 I was reading a report on eastern states 
councils which allocate 40 to 45 per cent 
of their budget for employment costs and if 
they get to 50 per cent, questions are asked.

 The Toodyay budget for administration is 
closer to 70 per cent.
 Just imagine, if Toodyay had a figure of 
45 per cent allocated to administration, this 
would allow at least $1,500,000 to be spent 
on shire services.
 I was unable to attend last month’s council 
meeting and the recording had audio 
problems.
 The only thing I heard is that the council 
apologised for an error. They had not 
approved the booking fees for the recreation 
centre and thus should not have been taking 
these from the public.
 The shire has had legal advice to not 
return these fees as it is too difficult to do.
 I am asking anyone who wants to have 
a say in the community through the 
association and who may be willing to 
commit some time, to contact me on 0419 
933 721.
 As always, we point out that we are a 
not-for-profit, volunteer advocacy group 
which has not and will not run, support or 
endorse elected council candidates.
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TOODYAY’S ageing population means 
increasing numbers of older gun owners 
need to decide what to do with their firearms 
before they pass away.
 This is because it is illegal for a deceased 
person’s guns to be kept by a surviving 
family member or friend unless they are co-
licenced to possess the firearms licence.
 Guns are licensed to people who lawfully 
possess them.
 Some firearms are worth a lot of money – 
$10,000 or more – and their value can form 
a significant part of a deceased estate.
 Inheriting a gun for sentimental value 
doesn’t meet the genuine need required under 
state law as a valid reason to be granted a 
firearms licence.
 Gun owners have to show that they have 
a genuine need – such as to control rabbits 
on a rural property or humane destruction of 
stock – to qualify for a firearms licence.
 This is often overlooked in wills, which 
places pressure on executors to decide how to 
dispose of unwanted firearms in a deceased 
estate.
 Executors need to contact everyone eligible 
and determine if any of them want to take 
the deceased person’s guns, and whether that 
person can obtain a firearms licence.
 While that occurs, the firearms need to be 
moved to secure commercial storage, such 
as with a licensed gun dealer (there is one in 
Toodyay), or risk being seized and possibly 
destroyed when police are notified that a 
death has occurred.
 We are regularly required to seize firearms 
and some are from deceased estates where no 
arrangements for their disposal were made 
prior to the passing of the owner.
 The same rules apply to ammunition.
 We urge gun owners to make plans or 
arrange disposal of firearms and ammunition, 
when no longer needed or prior to their 
passing. It is much easier to manage before 
they pass away and places less pressure on 
grieving families.
 If in doubt, Toodyay Police can help.

Nearly three times over limit
DRINK driving continues to be a concern 
in our community and, although most 
motorists are abiding by the law, some are 
still deliberately ignoring it.
 Local officers stopped a middle-aged man 
last month driving who tested positive with 
a blood alcohol content reading of 0.148 per 

SaferToodyay
Desraé Clarke

AS MORE and more people are able to free 
themselves from working every day at the 
office, working from home requires just as 
much security protection as the main office 
premises.
 If you have a home office, can you lock 
the door when out of the room, answering a 
telephone call in another area of the house, or 
just dashing to the shopping centre?
 As laptops, iPads, mobile phones etc. are 
prime goods to be stolen, ensure they are not 
visible from the window when you are out of 
your work area.

Deceased estate guns can’t simply be inherited

cent – nearly three times the State’s legal 
limit.
 The alleged offence occurred at about 
2pm on a weekday and was detected during 
a random breath testing in Stirling Terrace 
near the Alma Beard Medical Centre.
 The offender said he was driving home to 
Perth after drinks and lunch with a friend.
 “You’ve probably got me,” he told police 
when stopped.
 “I just had a few beers with my mate.”
 The high positive reading prompted the 
man’s driver’s licence to be automatically 
suspended for 10 days.
 He had to leave his car in the town’s main 
street and arrange for it to be removed by 
someone else.
 The man was also summoned to appear in 
court within 10 days.
 Motorists need to reflect on the ramifications 
of drink driving, such as injury and or death 
of themselves and others.
 Lesser consequences include maintaining 
work if you need your licence, getting to 
and from work and that your licence will be 
suspended for months if not years.
 It can also disrupt family life, including 
getting kids to school or sport and doing 
shopping.

 During the hot months ensure windows 
have a secure locking system to allow only 
the breezes to enter. Protect yourself and those 
who live in the home.
 If a caller is delivering on-line purchases 
check the identification of the caller prior to 
opening the door.
 The installation of a home security system, 
such as a security camera, can record activity 
around your home.
 If there appears to be a suspicious situation 
which requires investigation call Crimestoppers 
on 1800 333 000 or visit crimestoppers.
com.au/. The police number is 131 444 and 
graffiti can be reported to 1800 442 255,  
goodbyegraffiti.wa.gov.au/.

 An automatic driving ban also applies to 
motorists who test positive for driving with 
illegal drugs present in their system.
 Drugs generally remain in a person’s 
system longer than alcohol and can show a 
positive reading one or two days later.
 Our random testing in and around Toodyay 
results in at least one drug driver a month, 
sometimes more, being detected.
 Similar to alcohol it is an offence for which 
you will end up in court for driving with 
traces of illegal drugs in your system.

Home violence rife
DOMESTIC violence in Toodyay continues 
to be a large part of our weekly workload.
 We are called on every week to deal with at 
least two or three breaches of court-ordered 
violence restraining orders. 
 There has been a noted increase in domestic 
violence in the past year as a result of the 
Covid-19 pandemic as people have lost work 
or had to deal with lockdowns and other 
health restrictions.
 Typically, it is the result of disputes 
between husbands and wives, extended 
families, siblings and others with personal 
relationships.
 Police are usually called when situations 
need to be calmed or people need protection.
 Ultimately, police will provide advice and 
engage support groups to further help.
 However, incidents involving violence will 
not be tolerated.
 Police will take actions to protect 
vulnerable people and charge aggressors 

where evidence exists.
 Sadly, it is seen all too often in the papers 
or on the news where these situations can 
and do end catastrophically  
 We encourage all parties to speak up and 
seek help for whatever the underlying issues 
are.
 Government agencies and private support 
groups are available to help.
 Once we become involved, details are 
forwarded to a special police unit in Northam 
to assess if further support is needed for 
victims and offenders.
 People who are fearful for their personal 
safety and that of their families can contact us 
to get advice about what they can do without 
having to make an official complaint, if that 
is their choosing.
 Police receive a lot of training for these 
types of issues and are here to help. 
 Policing is about helping people, changing 
people’s behaviour – not punishment.

Four in mandatory isolation
LOCAL police were checking last month 
on four people in mandatory self-isolation 
after they visited Perth hotspots named in the 
recent Anzac Day long weekend lockdown 
or had returned from outside WA.  All did 
the right thing, staying home to protect the 
community.
 It is pleasing to note that many local people 
and visitors observed the requirement to wear 
face masks after returning to Toodyay during 
the extended Perth quarantine period; well 
done to all concerned.

Drone clarification
LAST month we talked about legal 
requirements for people flying drones.
 To clarify some queries, recreational 
drones can be flown in the Shire Toodyay.
 While a lot of Toodyay air space is 
restricted, it is OK in those areas to fly small 
drones at appropriate times with permission.
 There are dos and don’ts involved in 
operating drones.
 Australia’s Civil Aviation Safety Authority 
(CASA) is the regulating body, and State 
police will gather information and advise 
CASA of relevant incidents.
 WA police deal with State-related issues.

Keep mobile devices away from windows

Orange areas show where permission is needed to fly recreational drones, red is strictly no-go at all times, remaining areas are unrestricted.

It’s safe to to call the cops if this happens.



 THE TOODYAY HERALD May 2021 Page 7

EMERGENCY SERVICES

St John Toodyay Sub-Centre
Heather Appleby

HAVING farewelled Carolynne back in 
February we have to apologise that we 
haven’t been able to reopen the sub-centre 
administration on a regular basis again yet.
 A replacement administration officer will 
be appointed very soon by Northam regional 
office, and we will be able to introduce you 
next month to the successful applicant.
 Where possible, volunteers have been able 
to open the sub centre on Wednesdays and 
Fridays but unfortunately in the last couple 
of weeks this hasn’t proved possible due to 
their other commitments.
 However, the lack of hours in the sub centre 
office has not affected our ability to serve the 
community and in March we responded to 

Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Bejoording
From the desk of The Badger

APRIL was a pretty quiet month.
 Following the big March rain event, the 
weather has been surprisingly warm with 
some days feeling almost like the return of 
summer.
 Fortunately, there have been fewer really 
windy days so dust from all the farm activity 
has been less onerous than in some previous 
years.
 You can definitely feel the seasons changing 
now as April turns to May and the nights are 
much cooler, but still many days have been 
in the high twenties and low thirties.
 While controlled burn-offs have had a big 
impact on Perth air quality lately we seem 
to have been lucky up here.
 It’s been pleasing to see the emphasis 
has been on control and there have been no 
dramas in the paddocks.
 With all the public holidays out of the 
way, our next meeting will be on its normal 

Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade 
Coondle-Nunile
Max Heath

FIRST up we would like to welcome two 
new members Sarah, and John Pomroy, who 
have completed their initial courses and are 
ready to go.
 They are a younger couple which augers 
well for the brigade’s future. It’s great to see.
 Things have been fairly quiet with call-outs 
but that will change when the burning season 
opens to all.
  We do ask that when the season does open 
and one can burn, that it is done responsibly.
 Remember that breaks around burns still 
apply and you must have a unit or fire- 
fighting gear in attendance.
 Please don’t be irresponsible as we are 
volunteers and have businesses to run and 
jobs to attend to. We are not just there as a 
convenience.
 We would like to convey our condolences 
to Glenda Baker on the passing of her 
husband John.
 Although retired for several years, John 
was a long-time member of our brigade and 
after a few drinks couldn’t help but regale us 
with his stories of his time in Mt Newman.
 In his time with us, John did a stint as 
lieutenant and also at one time was awarded 
the Coondle-Nunile Fire Fighter of the Year.
 That same year he also won the Stan Sutton 
Driving Award for a mistake he made while 
at the wheel of a fire vehicle. We will miss 
him.
 We have had a bit of trouble with Millie 
the 1.4 with a wheel problem but overall both 
vehicles are going well.
 After the last meeting there was a training 
session with a new system which can present 
different scenarios.
 It’s a great training tool and at some 
considerable cost Coondle-Nunile is looking 
at purchasing a set.
 This is the sort of thing our cash for 
containers is going torwards.
 The scheme is going well and anyone who 
would like to contribute can call me, Max 

Indoor accidents like this can cause as much damage as bushfires.

Take care with indoor fires 
and electric heaters

Millie a problem but can-do 
Max takes calls for pick-ups

evening, the third Friday of the month May 
21, at 5.45pm at the shed. Please note this 
will also be our AGM.
 Training sessions will continue on the first 
Sunday of every month at 2pm at the shed.
 Hopefully by the time you read this, fire 
restrictions will have been lifted.
 With indoor fires and electric heaters, the 
risks will be greater inside your home than 
outside, so please be risk averse.
 The Bejoording Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade asks you to be vigilant and careful 
lighting any fire.
 Remember to always plan and prepare for 
fire and have a clear contingency strategy in 
place should things get out of control.
 Fires can be a catastrophic risk to people, 
animals and property, so take care.
 Advice is free, but getting it wrong can 
be expensive. If you have any questions 
remember you can contact captain Barry 
Grey on 9574 2149, or The Badger on 0414 
250 484. Please leave a message if we’re not 
there.

Carolynne carries on as more 
volunteers sought

more than 40 emergency calls, 21 of which 
were of the highest priority.
 Although Carolynne is no longer a paid 
employee, she is still a volunteer, and having 
worked with a Northam paramedic crew on 
one call recently, has received a nomination 
for a citation from them for her ability to 
relate to the patient, showing enormous 
compassion, and support firstly at the scene 
and then on the way to the hospital.
 We are also farewelling one of our phone 
co-ordinators this month.
 Kerry Knowles has been answering the 
phone and despatching volunteer ambulance 
crews for 14 years and, because she worked 
during the day, this has mainly been overnight.
 Kerry and her husband are both retiring and 
want to see more of Australia – in the West 
first – and she feels it is time to hang up the 
phone (or these days, perhaps push the off 
button for the last time).
 In another area of our service to the 
community, some of our CTS volunteers are 
leaving Toodyay for a sea-change, so we need 
some replacements.
 If you have some time to spare, have a 
driver’s licence and would be willing to 
undertake a first aid course, we are looking 
for more Community Transport Drivers 
(CTS).
 Please phone Sandra on 0488 059 194 if 
you would like more information.
 St John supplies the vehicle and fuel and 
a small reimbursement to cover your costs 
of driving to and from the sub centre to 
help people who need to attend medical 
appointments.
 We have a small group of new ambulance 
volunteers who are undergoing the necessary 
training but we would still like more.
 If you feel you have what it takes and the 
time to serve the community please get in 
touch with Pam on 0429 555 409 who can 
tell you more of what is involved.Kerry Knowles.

Heath, on 0400 206 929 to do a pick-up.
 The July meeting will be our AGM and 
nominations for positions will be open next 
month.
 To be a lieutenant one must have at least two 
years’ experience and there are certain courses 
which must also be completed before one can 
nominate.
 The school cadets are undertaking 
emergency service training and a couple of 
bush fire brigades have put their hands up to 
help out.
 I believe police, fire and rescue and 
ambulance personnel are involved with this 
exercise. This is great initiative as this is 
where our future volunteers will come from.
 We are planning our Christmas party 
already. Yes, it seems early but with the busy 
Christmas rosters it makes sense to have it in 
July.
 In closing we would like to acknowledge 
Wayne Weaver for the trips that he has taken 
us on. Wayne and Gabby have left town and 
we wish them all the best.
 Well, that’s about all from Coondle-Nunile 
for the time being. So, until next issue…
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Shame endures
RECENTLY I borrowed a DVD from the 
local library titled Shame which was filmed in 
Toodyay, Goomalling and Perth in 1987.
 It is nearly 34 years old but having watched 
the whole film I believe it to be a classic which 
should be shown in all Australian high schools.
 The theme for the film is respect for women, 
or lack of it – a hot topic these days.
 Deborra-Lee Furness plays a city barrister 
touring the country on her 700cc motor bike.
 Things take a turn for the worse when she 
comes off the bike after hitting a sheep.
 The bike is damaged, so she rides back to a 
small town to do repairs where the local garage 
allows her to use their tools to fix it.
 While she waits for spare parts to be sent up, 
she discovers that the local boys are sexually 
abusing the town’s girls.
 The boys ambush her, but she fights back.
 The film is action packed and you will 
recognise buildings in Toodyay and the opening 
scene on the road to Goomalling.

Vern Witney
Toodyay

Low-life scum
THE GIDGEGANNUP Recreation Club was 
broken into on April 6 and some low-life scum 
took items donated for families affected by the 
recent Wooroloo fire.
 Thieves took power tools and about $6000 
worth of new boxed work boots and a pressure 
cleaner which means we can no longer clean 
horse blankets.
  The stolen items had been allocated to 
families in need to help them return to some 
sort of normality.
 We are all devastated by this heartless act.
 The thieves not only damaged our building 
but also ripped the heart out of so many hard-
working volunteers.
 This disgusting act of selfish thieving has hurt 
many local people already traumatised by the 
fire – they deserve better.
  I and Gidgegannup Recreation Club 
committee members and volunteers will not 
let this stop us from helping our community.

Paul Carroll
President, Gidgegannup Recreation Club

NB:  Many  s to len  i t ems  were  la t e r 
found hidden in  nearby bush –  Ed.

LETTERS
Continued from Page 4.

Moondyne madness delights Toodyay

Toodyay Cr Brian Rayner always relishes his role as Town Crier. Temperance Ladies warn drinkers outside an iniquitous house of sin

Local traders and busy street stall operators enjoyed a day of steady trade at this month’s successful Moondyne Festival.

Royal Australian Navy Band members 
perform at this year’s Moondyne Festival.
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SUNDAY 6TH JUNE 2021
10AM - 3PM

toodyayfibrefestival.com

Artisan Markets - Exhibitions - Fashion Parade
Kids Activities - Animal Farm - Alpacas

Shearing Demonstrations

FEATURING

ToodyayFibreFestival

Main Roads says clearing approved
Main Roads WA
Dean Roberts, Spokesperson

THE UPGRADE of Toodyay Road needs 
to cater for local, commuter, tourist and 
heavy vehicle traffic.
 The key driver for this work is to 
ensure that the staged development and 
construction continuously improves the 
safety performance for the growing traffic 
along this route.
 To ensure these improvements balance 
the needs of the community, environment 
and safety of road users, Main Roads WA 
established a Community Reference Group 
(CRG) in 2017.
 This group was open to all interested 
parties to join and was advertised in public 
notices.
 It consists of interested groups from 
across the community, including three 
environmental groups.
 The group is run by an independent 
facilitator and has terms of reference 
defined and agreed to by all members.
 Safety issues identified on Toodyay 
Road  inc lude  i t s  na r row wid th , 
significantly substandard horizontal and 
vertical geometry, and lack of overtaking 
opportunities.
 Very poor sight lines are evident with 
blind crests and curves, particularly near 
intersections.
 Consequently, the road needs to be 

upgraded and realigned in parts to address 
these safety concerns.
 Main Roads presented the CRG with draft 
designs for each of the proposed upgrade 
sections, and changes were made to reflect 
feedback where appropriate.
 Over a four-year consultation period, 
the designs were engineered, presented 
and explained to the CRG which led to its 
agreement for the current design. 
 Main Roads has obtained all necessary 
regulatory approvals, including a clearing 
permit from the WA Department of Water 
and Environmental Regulation, which 
included opportunities for public input.
 As with other projects, Main Roads will 
continue where possible to refine designs 
agreed to by the CRG to further mitigate 
environmental impacts.
 This typically considers targeted 
adjustments to batter slopes and associated 
earthworks, drainage and use of guardrails.
 Main Roads has offered to ‘peg out’ the 
design as future funding is allocated and 
conduct a ‘walk through’ with interested 
parties.
 Revegetation using local native plant 
species will make an important contribution 
to ecological connectivity in the area.
 Artificial nesting boxes have been proven 
to result in more successful breeding and 
fledgling survival of Black Cockatoos than 
natural hollows.

What did our new recreation centre really cost?

Huge shire debt based on 
wrong business case

THE BIG question being asked is what did our 
new Toodyay Recreation Centre cost?
 The answer is that this administration has not 
yet had sufficient time to examine in detail the 
planning and earthworks costs incurred in the 
six years prior to June 2019.
 The construction cost since June 2019 is 
$14,997,723 less $33,469 for a cylinder mower.
 This amount does not include the land purchase 
and money spent on design, construction plans 
or earthworks prior to two WA Treasury 
Corporation loans that the shire secured in June 
2019.
 However, the project was commenced well 
before June 2019.
 Costs began in the 2013-14 financial year 
when the shire purchased 13ha of land near 
Toodyay District High School for $1,675,000 
using shire funds and a new $1 million Treasury 
Corporation loan.
 Part of the money was allocated to Peter Hunt 
Architects in 2014 to develop a design master 
plan.
 A shire business case in February 2017 
identified project costs totalling $23.1 million 
for Stage One accompanied by whole-of-life 
costings.
 The Stage One plans were scaled down after 
cost estimates were revised in December 2017 
and funding outcomes known.
 Two interest-only WA Treasury loans totalling 
$4.5 million were obtained after June 2019 to 
fund the revised Stage One construction phase.
 Those two short-term loans are planned to 
be converted by June 23 this year to a single 
long-term loan over the 20 years.
 The two loans – combined with $6,722,957 in 
grants and $3,756,635 of shire funds – provided 
a total of $14,979,593 for construction.
 Total budget was $14,967,962 plus ‘in-kind’ 
contributions from local contractors.
 The actual build cost of $14,997,723 – minus 
$33,469 for the mower – meant that construction 
was completed $3708 below budget last year.
 Though costs were known throughout the 
construction period, actual amounts spent were 
required to be confirmed by acquittal.
 The shire engaged a quantity surveyor to 
ensure all quantities of invoiced materials were 
accounted for.
 The invoices were then assessed against the 
project’s budget and quotes.
 This work would normally be done by the 
Shire Manager of Finance.
 However, staff changes, the transfer of all 
shire financial and other records to a new 
Datascape digital management system and the 
shire budget required that the CEO undertake 
the acquittals.
 All works are now completed and paid for.
 The balance owed on the two loans to pay for 
the new facility is anticipated to be $744,371 
and $4.5 million as at June 30 this year – a total 
of $5,244,371.
 Management of the facility is undertaken 
through a management plan that involves shire 
staff and venue manager Clublinks.

 This includes monthly management meetings 
at which reports are received.
 Annual operating costs remain projections 
until the facility has been open for a full year.
 The early opening of the pool last year was 
undertaken with legal advice and direction to 
allow the school full use of the facilities.
 Clublinks bore the risk. 
 An oversight occurred in setting fees and 
charges.
 Once identified, immediate advice was sought, 
followed by legal advice about implications and 
management.
 The response took longer than anticipated 
but once received, the shire acted on the advice 
promptly and accordingly.
 This construction has been the largest project 
ever undertaken by the shire.

 Staff are to be commended in achieving 
a project under budget in such difficult 
circumstances as presented to them by 2020. 
 Local government is not easy in its demands 
of time, pressures and responsibilities.
 Internal operational demands and external 
factors often conspire to provide onerous 
conditions for success.
 2020 and this one so far are such times, and I 
thank staff and councillors for their outstanding 
commitment to the community they serve.
 In this context, I would like to thank Cr Paula 
Greenway for eight years of service and her 
achievements in tourism, transport, and the 
retention of the AvonLink. 
 Cr Greenway resigned on April 30 and we 
wish her well to pursue her passions, with time 
to pause and reflect on her achievements.

Michael Sinclair-Jones

THE FORMER Toodyay Shire Council used 
the wrong business case three years ago to 
justify burdening ratepayers with the biggest 
loan in shire history to pay for the town’s 
new $15 million sport and recreation centre.
 The council voted 6-3 in December 2017 
to borrow $2.7 million (later increased 
to $4.5 million) for the new facility but 
based its decision on a business case for a 
different project that was scrapped after only 
a fortnight because former CEO Stan Scott 
botched the figures.
 The $2.7 million loan was in addition to a 
2013 council decision to borrow $1 million 
to buy the rocky 13ha site on the eastern 
edge of town from Perth property developer 
Ironbridge Holdings.
 Many Toodyay residents wanted only a 
long-sought public swimming pool, which 
shire costings showed would have required 
an easily manageable $60,000 loan.
 Total loan debt for the newly completed 
project now stands at $5.24 million.
 It jeopardises the shire’s 2018 long-term 
financial plan which requires 10 years of 
annual rate increases of 2.5 per cent.
 The recreation centre debt also hamstrings 
this year’s shire budget after the council 
froze Toodyay’s 2020-21 rates in response 
to WA Premier Mark McGowan’s call on 
local government to ease financial stress on 
the community due to Covid-19 job losses.
 Cr Susan Pearce told last month’s council 
meeting that she was concerned that shire 
debt might affect long-term financial support 
for the annual Toodyay Agricultural Show.
 The lack of a fresh business case for the 
council’s hastily revised $12.1 million plan 
(now $15 million) in December 2017 was 
revealed in answer to a public question 
by former Toodyay Progress Association 
chair Larry Graham at last month’s council 
meeting.
  Shire CEO Suzie Haslehurst said a business 
case for an “original concept’ was presented 
to the former council in November 2017 
but there were “some amendments to those 
concepts”.
 Shire records show the former CEO 
originally recommended that the council 
approve a whopping $8 million loan on top 
of the $1 million it had already borrowed.
 The plan included a new oval for football 
and cricket which he said would “cater for 
events such as the Toodyay Agricultural 
Show plus festivals, trade shows and 
community celebrations”, a rectangular 
playing field for hockey, soccer and rugby, 
netball basketball and tennis courts, and a 
new function centre for corporate events.
 The $23.1 million scheme was approved 
6-2, including former acting president 
Therese Chitty and recently retired Cr Paula 
Greenway in favour, and Cr Ben Bell and 
former councillor Sally Craddock against.
 Former shire president Brian Rayner was 
absent on council-approved leave.
 The December 2017 Herald reported that 
an $8 million loan would cost $10 million in 
interest, quadruple shire debt, cost ratepayers 
$900,000 a year for the next 20 years and 
require annual rate rises of 17 per cent.
 The former CEO later denied that the shire 
planned to sell the historic showground to 
pay off the huge debt, though his business 
case said the first stage would “cater for 
events such as the Toodyay Agricultural 
Show”.
 The massive costings blunder forced 
former shire president Rayner to call a 
special council meeting two weeks later to 
rescind the flawed November 28 decision.
 The special meeting was presented with 
a new plan that had to be rushed through 
the council to meet a December 19 Federal 
funding deadline.
 The former CEO used the same business 

case and cost-benefit analysis from the 
previous flawed decision to justify his new 
plan at the December 12 council meeting.
 It was carried 6-3, including former 
president Rayner, former deputy president 
Chitty and former Cr Greenway in favour, 
and Cr Bell and former councillors Craddock 
and Di Granger against.
 No public record of that meeting was 
posted on the shire website.
 The omission was questioned by The 
Herald at the start of this month.
 Ms Haslehurst said she would check the 
shire’s 2017 online public records.
 Shire President Rosemary Madacsi – who 
was re-elected to the council last October 
after a four-year absence – said in answer 
to  public questions last month that what 
occurred in 2017 was “well before our time”.
 “To be quite frank, it is done and dusted – 
that business was already in place,” she said.
 “We are dealing with the impact now and 
moving forward now.”
 The council is now considering how to 
manage next year’s budget with a wafer-thin 
surplus of only $40,000 due at the end of 
this financial year and the first full year of 
increased monthly debt repayments starting 
on July 1.
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AAppaarrttmmeenntt  
for Rent

$$331100  pp//ww  ++  oouuttggooiinnggss

·  2 bedrooms  ·  2 bathrooms
·  Ramp access at rear
·  Town Centre  ·  River Side  
·  Split system air-condioning throughout
·  Parking bay  ·  $1240 Bond
Strictly No pets and No smoking 

Old World Charm Modern Amenies 
Superb locaon

Rory 0433 203 676  /  9574 4289   ����
 rfdavin@iinet.net.au

RSL Toodyay Sub-Branch
Heather Brennan

ON ANZAC Day we honoured those “who 
served and died in all wars, conflicts, and 
peacekeeping operations” and “the contribution 
and suffering of all those who have served”.
 Thank you to Toodyay District High School 
for inviting our sub-branch and acknowledging 
our presence at their Anzac service.
 We are  gra teful  to  the  school  for 
commemorating Anzac Day and bringing its 
importance to the younger generations.
 It was a delight to see the students’ 
understanding of the Anzac spirit and their 
enthusiasm for the commemoration, evident 
in the well-researched presentation given by 
Year 6 students.
 Our thanks go out to all the attending students 
and teachers for this respectful dedication to 
our Anzacs.
 RSL Toodyay Sub-Branch would like to 
thank everyone who supported us during our 
Anzac Appeal outside the IGA and also thank 
the individuals and groups that donated to our 
stall.
 As you may have noticed this year, we had 
additional items: shingles from the Newcastle 
Gaol designed uniquely for our sub-branch  by 
Michelle and Geoff Miller and Barry Keens; 
crosses donated by Colin Bird and the Men’s 
Shed; pot plant pots from Sue Wakka, as well 
as our very popular badges, collectible stubby 
holders and raffles.
 Congratulations to our raffle winners; LJ 
Campbell won the Light Horseman statue on 
Friday, and Tad won the Sandakan statue on 
Saturday.
 We are always most appreciative of the 
generosity of our Toodyay community and 
visitors and the support and friendliness 
afforded us, resulting in a wonderfully pleasant 
atmosphere at our stalls.
 Our sub-branch sincerely thanks everyone 
who attended our Anzac Day Dawn Service 

Toodyay District High School 
Cadets
Doug McGhee, School Chaplain

OUR TOODYAY District High School 
Emergency Services  Cadets  proudly 
participated in two Anzac services in Toodyay.
 Our cadets program very much appreciated 
the support of Peter Brennan, Geoff Brown, 
Tom Finlay and Sue Eldridge from the RSL 
who instructed our cadets in drill training to 

Last month’s Anzac Day Parade marches up Harper Road to the town’s memorial park 

Parade passes muster with solid turn-out

and 11am Parade and commoration.
 Although numbers were down on previous 
years, our services were still well attended.
 Our march saw our Toodyay community once 
again behind us as the very appreciative crowd 
acknowledged the marchers as they passed by.
 Many thanks once again to the Toodyay 
Community Singers and the Sweet Things for 
their fantastic support in this most important 
occasion.
 Likewise, our thanks go to the high school’s 
cadet unit, the Toodyay St John Ambulance 
team, Toodyay Volunteer Fire Rescue Service, 
Toodyay police and other community groups 
for their fine turnout and support.
 We thank the Lions Club for the delicious 
Gunfire Breakfast; a scrumptious bacon and 
egg roll which was very fitting and suited the 
social distancing requirements.
 Furthermore, we would be remiss if we didn’t 
mention how much we appreciated the Anzac 
biscuits provided by the Toodyay CWA after 
the service.
 Due to Covid-19 border restrictions we were 

missing our fly past and some who wished to 
join us.
 This 100th year anniversary of the Air 
Force saw Corporal Mark Evans, representing 
RAAF Base Pearce, and his family arrive in 
Toodyay only to be given the news they were 
in lockdown.
 This was so disappointing for Mark and his 
family as the boys had never missed a dawn 
service.
 Our thanks to the Evans family for joining 
us in spirit as they held a vigil on the property 
where they were staying.
 Note to members: our next Poppy Wall 
upgrade and meeting will be held on Saturday 
May 8.
 The Memorial Hall will be open from 0900 
for the upgrade and our meeting will commence 
at 1300.

Local cadets take part in last month’s Toodyay District High School Anzac Day Memorial Service. 
Photo: Doug McGhee.

Expertly drilled cadets step up to 
honour local fallen heroes

prepare us for marching on the day.
 At the school Anzac service earlier in the 
week cadets were ably commanded by Cadet 
Unit Leader Hunter Colfer who also led 
the service with cadet Amy Duckworth. Hunter 
and Amy are also school captains.
 On Anzac Day, Amy lead the street march 
with the marching drum, Freddie Papps, Seth 
Hansord and Callan Hawke carried flags for 
the RSL and Jayden Hansord and Jacinta Smith 
read out the Honour Roll of Fallen Soldiers 
during the service.

Above left: Local Noongar Elder Robert Miles delivers a newly introduced ‘Welcome to Country’ at Anzac Memorial Park. Above centre: Diggers’ display commemorates Toodyay residents 
killed or wounded for their country. Above right: RSL Gunfire Breakfast warms celebrants at Newcastle Gaol Museum’s Wicklow Shearing Shed after the Dawn Service.

Above and below: A minute’s silence to reflect 
during playing of The Last Post.

Toodyay Anzac Day Special
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A message from Toodyay RoadWise Committee

The Shire of Toodyay 

          the Road Safety Commission to conduct road 
         safety activities in the Shire. 

community engagement activities in 2021, and technical 

      received a community road safety 
        grant from the WA State Government via 

       The project is called “A Safe System for Toodyay.” 

staff from the Shires of Northam, Toodyay and York will 

Toodyay RoadWise Committee will be conducting 

have displays at Moondyne Festival and 
Toodyay Agricultural Show.

 

undertake road safety audit training. Road safety advertisements 
will also be heard on 2J2Air local radio, and the Committee will 

Since 2018, the Shire of Toodyay has reconstructed over 10km of Bejoording Road to 
a 7 metre seal with shoulder restoration, guideposts, and improved clear zones to 
reduce risk of serious injury from run off road crashes

Driving around Toodyay you'll see roadworks aimed 
at reducing the risk of death or serious injury due to 
run off road crashes. Around 20% of WA's 
population lives in regional areas, but regional WA 
accounts for approximately 40% of people killed or 
seriously injured on our roads.

Safer Roads and Roadsides in Toodyay

A road safety forum will be held in June 
2021 by Toodyay RoadWise Committee, 
addressing driver behaviour and local 
roads (please note this forum will not 
cover Toodyay Road, which is managed 
by Main Roads WA).

Community road safety forum for 
Toodyay

Toodyay District High School
David Ball, Principal

DO YOU value the role that Toodyay District 
High School has in providing a quality 
education for students in the district?
 Can you help enhance the education 
provided by the school by being a member 
of the School Council?
 As a member of the School Council you can:
 • assist the school to determine and meet 
its objectives, priorities and general policy 
directions;
 •  assist the planning of financial arrangements 
required to meet those objectives;
 • evaluate the school’s performance and,
   • promote the school in the community.
 Membership of the School Council  
comprises of parents, members of the 
community, staff and students working 
together to further the interests of all students 
at the school.
 Take up this opportunity and you will be 
rewarded knowing that your contributions 
will directly benefit 300 students, their 
families and the broader community. For if 
our school succeeds, so does our community.
 If this sounds like something you can be a 
part of, please contact David Ball, Principal, 
Toodyay District High School on david.
ball@education.wa.edu.au or call 9578 2000.

Toodyay District High School 
Parents & Citizens Association
Kelly-Anne Murray, President

STUDENTS at Toodyay District High 
School can play more safely in the sun thanks 
to the installation of shade sails over the 
nature playground at the oval.
 With students of all ages making use 
of school playgrounds, the school and 
Toodyay District High School Parents & 
Citizens Association (P&C) is committed to 
improving sun safety for students through the 
placement of these shade sails.
 We celebrate the completion of the first 
of three playground shade installations – a 
partnership between the school and the P&C 
which contributed $4000 towards the project.
 Following a successful application to 
CBH’s most recent grass roots grants 
program, the P&C can proudly announce 
that we have secured $2450 to install shade 
sails over the early childhood playground in 
term two.

Toodyay YouthCARE Chaplaincy
John White, Secretary

TERM 2 at Toodyay District High School 
is off to a great start with Chaplain Doug 
McGhee busy and productive.
 Last term we held a successful Year 6 
camp, swimming training, and witnessed 
great staff and student cooperation in a 
variety of activities and games.
 We have nearly 100 cadets at present 
who have carried out drill training with the 
Toodyay RSL, and we organised an Easter 
egg hunt using navigation skills and grid 
references – gotta work for your chocolate.
 On Saturday May 15 some lucky ones will 
be going on a laser tag outing with Doug in 
a joint exercise with St Stephen’s Anglican 
Church, and from Monday 24 to Friday May 
28 a small group of lucky students will be 
‘taking a hike’ – that is, a wilderness hike.
 Students who participated in the 2019 
hike experienced it as ‘transformational’, 
realising they were capable of far more than 
they had previously thought.
 “Out in the bush you learn to rely on your 
mates and yourself, and appreciate all you 
have at home,” was a typical comment.
 Other works in progress at the school 
include modified paths, a lift, and some 
furniture modification in Home Economic 
and Science to facilitate better access for 
disabled students.
 We were sad to say goodbye to our art 
specialist who has relocated to another town 
but recognising that another staff member is 
similarly skilled and has music as well.  
 Principal David Ball was able to carry out 
some ‘artful reallocation’ and the changes 
have been effected harmoniously.
 We are very fortunate to have this excellent 
school, excellent principal and staff, 
supportive parents and friends and a great 
bunch of kids – some a little challenging but 
that’s par for the course in life.

Sun-safe sails shade kids’ 
nature playground

From left: Lola Brockliss, Caris Wood, Max Brockliss, Grace Wood, Emiliana Davey and 
Brianna Murray play under the newly erected shade sails.

 The third and final shade sail is planned  
for installation before the commencement 
of term three.
 Unfortunately, resurfacing of the primary 
area basketball court has been delayed until 
the next school holidays and we look forward 
to seeing students make use of the resurfaced 
court in term three.
 In the meantime, the P&C will host a 
Mother’s Day stall on Friday May 7 where 
students can buy an affordable gift for mum. 
We welcome gift donations for the stall.
 We’re also seeking canteen volunteers for 
term two on Mondays and Fridays between 
8.30am to 1pm.
 Committed canteen volunteers Sal, Maxine 
and Heather will show you the ropes. You can 
help for as little or as long as you like, even 
one hour is a great help on the day. Please 
contact Sal on 0437 992 568 or Heather on 
0418 930 721.
 Finally, please join us for the term two 
members meeting on Tuesday May 18 at 
5.30 pm in the school staff room.

Wilderness hike aims to be a 
transformational experience

  Of course, we’d like you to become a 
Friend of Chaplaincy.
 For a small, or large donation, you too could 
become a valuable part of the community of 
support for our kids at Toodyay. Call 0488 
513 102 or email me if you’d like to know 
more.

Get involved to help 
our community

Michael Sinclair-Jones

A FORMER City of Perth commissioner has 
been selected by the Toodyay Shire Council 
to conduct a formal governance review of 
the Shire of Toodyay.
 The independent review was recommended 
by a year-long State Government inquiry into 
the operations and affairs of the scandal-
plagued former Toodyay council and its 
disgraced former CEO.
 The new council last month selected 
Perth specialist management consultants 
Hammond Woodhouse Advisory to conduct 
the review.
 Principal Consultant Andrew Hammond is 
a former CEO for the shires of Nannup and 
Wyndham East Kimberley, and the cities of 
Albany and Rockingham.
 His company’s website describes Mr 
Hammond as the “principal systems architect 
and author of the integrated community 
strategic plans for the Cities of Albany, 
Rockingham and Perth”.
 He was appointed by the State Government 
in 2018 as a commissioner “to restore good 
governance to the suspended City of Perth”.
 He “led the City until the election of the 
new Lord Mayor in October 2020”.
 A report on a WA Government inquiry into 
Toodyay Shire Council and its administration 
listed 25 adverse findings against former 
shire CEO Stan Scott and the previous 
council.
 It said the former council failed to properly 
manage the former CEO’s behaviour 
and actions over the seven-year period 
investigated.
 Those held responsible include two current 
serving councillors whose four-year terms 
expire in October.
 They are former Toodyay shire president 
Brian Rayner and former shire deputy 
president Therese Chitty.
 Adverse findings against the former 
council and the former CEO were tabled in 
State Parliament last October.
 Mr Hammond’s independent review is 
scheduled to be finalised on September 30.
 A final report and recommendations are 
due to be submitted to the State Government 

Council picks City of Perth 
commissioner for review

according to a timetable agreed by the WA 
Local Government Department.
 Director General Duncan Ord last month 
granted a request by the debt-laden current 
council that the State – not Toodyay 
ratepayers – cover the review cost.
 Management consultant Hammond 
Woodhouse Advisory was selected behind 
closed doors at last month’s council meeting.
 The contract price was kept confidential.
 The shire had earlier estimated the cost 
at between $20,000-$50,000, which would 
have wiped out most or all of this year’s 
$40,000 shire budget surplus.
 In a letter dated April 13 tabled at last 
month’s council meeting, Mr Ord wrote 
to Shire CEO Suzie Haslehurst noting the 
“positive and proactive manner that the shire 
has responded to the recommendations of the 
authorised inquiry report”.
 He asked the shire to “complete the 
current request for a quotation” and said his 
department would pay for the review “in 
accordance with the Shire of Toodyay Scope 
for Work of Governance Review previously 
provided by the department”.
 Mr Ord said his department would also 
need to agree to who conducted the review.
 Shire CEO Suzie Haslehurst said the 
department had provided a template for the 
governance review terms of reference to use 
as the basis for its scope.
 It was emailed to councillors for feedback 
before quotes were sought.
 Former Toodyay Progress Association 
chair Larry Graham told last month’s council 
meeting that the invitation to seek quotes 
“should not have been made”.
 He said the review terms of reference had 
not been authorised by the Director General 
of the Local Government Department, as 
recommended in the inquiry report.
 It was not enough that it be approved by 
the department, he said.
 “The administration of neither the shire nor 
the department know what the council or the 
Director General may or may not approve,” 
Mr Graham said.
 “It’s not dancing on the head of a pin.
 “You are not allowed to be ambushed and 
you have been.”
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Branko (Bronco/Brian) Andrijich

2/8/1940 to 15/3/2021

BRIAN Andrijich was born in the Swan 
Valley and attended the local Toodyay 
school to Year 7.
 After leaving school he worked full 
time on the family farm in Hoddys Well 
working tirelessly for long hours in 
the vineyard producing dried fruit for 
transporting to Swan Settlers and markets.
 The vineyard was the heart and soul of 
the family and was their cultural heritage.
 As vineyard work was seasonal, Brian 
supplemented the family income by 
spreading super for Bill Cleasby on local 
farms.
 Other employment Brian had in his later 
years was in a quarry mining Toodyay 
Stone with Remo Valetta and Maude 
Chrimes and in his 50s he started working 
at the Wundowie Foundry where he stayed 
for 18 years.
 Brian married Claudia when they were 
both very young and had three children, 
Frank, Michelle and Steve.
 Their journey had many hills to climb but 

Sports-mad vigneron leaves lasting legacy

Brian Andrijich loved a game of bowls and a good laugh.

they worked hard together for just over 62 
years.
 In the late 70s the family began removing 
the vineyard to make way for cropping and 
grazing Merinos.
 Twenty years later the family decided 
the vineyard was to be replanted but 
Brian insisted it had to be done the ‘old 
way’, Brian’s father’s way, which meant 
that every hole was dug by hand and each 
cutting planted and watered by hand.
 The family still tends to these vines 
today, mainly supplying Coorinja Wines 
and they still extract Toodyay Stone from 
a quarry on their property.
 Apart from his family, Brian loved sport 
and contributed greatly to the local darts, 
bowls, golf and football clubs.
 He was a life member of the Toodyay 
Darts Club and was Toodyay Bowling 
Club’s singles champion on two occasions.
 Brian, who had a colourful and 
entertaining turn of phrase, was a 
hardworking gentleman, a loving husband, 
father, grandfather and great-grandfather 
who will be missed by his family and many 
friends.

‘Special’ places date back thousands of years
Noongar Kaartdijin Aboriginal 
Corporation

TOODYAY and its neighbouring local 
government areas are where Noongar people 
lived and moved across the wider Toodyay 
valley within Yued, Ballardong and Whadjuk 
boodja (country) following the seasons for 
thousands of years.
 It was an area culturally rich and covered 
in fertile lands where Noongar extended 
family groups were highly active gathering 
and hunting foods, camping at various 
sites, meeting and trading with others, 
managing the land, and tending to cultural 
responsibilities.
 From the early days of settlement the 
European newcomers considered the land 
‘unoccupied’.
 From first engagement, Aboriginal people 
were mostly curious and helpful to these 
settlers and could hardly have realised the 
impact that colonisation was about to have 
on their lives.
 Aboriginal people were soon displaced 
and conflict erupted, taking a heavy toll on 
Aboriginal people.
 These cultural lands and in particular 
rivers and grass lands quickly became part 
of government land or settlers’ freehold 
property and Aboriginal people became 
displaced and shut out by fences from their 
traditional lands.
 It is very likely that most farm properties 
in Toodyay have Aboriginal sites that were 
used for camping and cultural activities.
 Many people may have found artefacts on 
their property or along waterways, and also 
wondered about the feeling of a place that 

just seems so ‘special’.
 It would have been a special place for 
Aboriginal people too. Others may have 
heard about a ‘special’ place on their 
property from their European settler families 
as this information was passed down over 
generations.
 Our group would love to hear from long-
time families in the area who have Aboriginal 
heritage information or stories passed down 
or perhaps you think you may have a place 
of significance in your area.
 We don’t want to be intrusive. We would 
just like to reconnect with the past and 
if a place (outcrop, waterway, rock hole, 

Red flowers predict Djeran
KAYA – hello.
 This month a little bit about how Noongar 
people traditionally hunted and gathered 
food according to the six bonar (seasons).
 We are currently in Djeran season (April- 
May).
 The seasons tell us which animal and plant 
resources are plentiful at those times and 
Djeran is a time of red flowers, root bulbs 
of the bullrushes, freshwater fish, frogs and 
turtles.
 In Noongar culture the maam (men) hunted 
large animals like the kangaroo, emu and 
wild duck.
 The yorga (women) and koolangka 
(children) would gather smaller animals such 
as the echidna, lizard and possum.
  Some of the food collected by yorga 
included frog, freshwater crayfish and turtle.
 Yorga had the expertise for finding and 
catching freshwater turtle in the dried-up 

swamps, pools and other waterways.
 They would wade through the water using 
their toes to detect the breathing holes where 
turtles, crayfish and frogs were found. 
 Fish traps were used in this area and 
heritage records suggest these were being 
used in the Morangup area. 
 The Noongar Kaartdijin Aboriginal 
Corporation is hoping to take a trip out to 
the specific location in coming months and 
see if any evidence can be found.
 This month, here are a few Noongar words 
for some of our bush tucker.

This month’s words
yongka – kangaroo                  weitj – emu
karda – lizard              goomal –  possum
kooyar – frog               nyingarn – echidna
yarkan – turtle            yanget –bullrushes

gilgie – freshwater crayfish

bullrushes, cave or other bush location) is 
significant then perhaps we can all learn 
about the stories and together ensure that 
this place is protected and cared for.
 Again, we are not wanting to be intrusive 
or impact your farm or business operations 
but simply connect and collaborate to share 
information.
 If you would like to catch up and discuss 
something, no matter how big or small it 
seems, then please get in touch with one of 
our directors Helen Shanks on 0419 580 016 
or email hjshanks@bigpond.com.
 Helen can also put you in touch with our 
chairperson Robert Miles. You can also keep 
up to date on our Facebook page.

The Red Brook in Morangup is an unlisted aboriginal heritage site. Photo: Peter Harms.

The Red Brook meanders from the Avon River through the Red Swamp in Morangup. Photo: 
Peter Harms.

Computer Safety
Phil Hart

CYBERSTALKING and cyber bullying are a 
sad reality in today’s online world.
 It can happen by phone, email, SMS and social 
media and covers everything that is designed to 
make you feel threatened, hurt, humiliated or 
embarrassed.
 The perpetrator can be somebody who you 
scarcely know or a member of your family 
including ex-partners.
 Don’t wait for the cyberstalking to stop as your 
stalker is unlikely to stop by himself or herself.
 While cyberstalking is often just words, it can 
turn into physical abuse. So if you receive any 
threats of violence, go straight to the police.
 It can be tempting to simply block the stalker, 
but it means you do not know what they will do 
next and you cannot control their actions.
 In the case of emails, contact the service 
provider used by the sender.
 Telstra and Google both have systems where 
you can report abusive emails and they will take 
action against the sender.
  Abusive emails always contain ‘message 
headers’ which are usually not shown but there 
are ways of showing them.
 Your Internet Service Provider will be able to 
help you to find those headers which reveal a lot 
of information about the abuser.
 Vodafone, Telstra and Optus all have systems 
for dealing with abusive phone calls and SMSs 
and it helps if you maintain a log of each abusive 
contact when it happens.
 With social media, you can report the abuse to 
a moderator who should always take appropriate 
action against the abuser.
 Remember, being the victim of abuse is never 
your fault.
 You can find more information at bit.
ly/3uNgnmr . Happy surfing.

Cyberstalkers need 
to be reported

mailto:hjshanks@bigpond.com


 THE TOODYAY HERALD May 2021 Page 13

Toodyay Agricultural Alliance
Frank Panizza

APRIL has been a mixed bag of fortunes for 
local farmers.
 The warm dry weather has taken its toll on 
green feed which established quickly after 
the good rains that fell in the first week of 
March.
 Most livestock producers have now gone 
back to supplementary feeding of hay and 
grain, mostly lupins and oats.
 Much of the early germinated clover has 
now died off due to dry conditions and heat, 
a common problem with very early rainfall.
 There has been a whole range of activity 
on local farms with some farmers completing 
lupin and canola seeding programs and 
others not yet started.
 Some are finishing off stubble burning 
programs and others are attending to 

Toodyay Agricultural Society
Alison Wroth

ONCE again, here is a bit of information 
for all those green fingers out there who 
want to plant vegetables in time for the 
Toodyay Show but are unsure of the right 
planting times.
 Below are some planting times that 
I acquired from our champion vegie 
grower, retired steward and now judge, 
Len Leeder.
 Although Len has moved to Mandurah, 
we are still going to use his tips and 
hopefully this will get some new entrants 
contributing to the Show. Here we go:
 For the week starting May 17 plant 
potatoes; May 31 plant broad beans, June 
9 rhubarb and silverbeet, June 28 cabbages 
and cauliflowers, beetroot, peas, broccoli; 
July 5 turnips, swedes and snow peas 
and, the week commencing July 19, plant  
lettuce.
 Hopefully this information on planting 
will encourage those young and not-so- 
young Show entrants to plant something 
new and try something different; even 
those who have never entered vegetables 
before.
 Our first fundraising wood raffle 
promoting the 167th Toodyay Agricultural 
Show will be situated outside IGA in the 
foyer on Friday 18 and Saturday 19 June.
 Come along and buy a ticket to have a 
chance to win a wonderful trailer load of 
wood supplied by the Wroth family.
 Our new updated website is nearly up 
and running. So far I am very impressed 
with everything that it will have to offer 
the society and our sponsors with links to 
their individual websites.
 The committee is now looking at online 
ticketing for the Show, so this will reduce 
queues at the gate and take pressure off 
the gate staff. EFTPOS machines for cards 
will also be available at the main gate for 
admittance.
 We are looking at ways to make 
everything far easier for us and you and 
changes will be advertised on the website 
and on our social media pages in the 
upcoming months, so keep an eye out.
 We are still searching for an entrant for 
this year’s Royal Agricultural Society 
Rural Ambassador award.
 We are looking for someone who is 
brimming with personality and enthusiasm 
who wants to represent both the society 
and Toodyay community to the best of 
their ability in this regional competition.
 If you know someone who might fit the 
description, ask them to get in touch with 
me and we can discuss it over a cuppa.
 We are looking forward to the 
development of the Terrace Bar and the 
Eco Community Hub at the Show this 
year and everybody involved is working 
hard to produce something a bit different 
to attract everyone’s interest.
 Heartfelt thanks to our wonderful 
sponsors and supporters; Makit Hardware, 
Chalice Mining, Toodyay Op Shop, Shire 
of Toodyay, CBH Group, Toodyay & 
Districts Bendigo Community Bank, and 
Dunnings.
 These sponsors have shown community 
spirit and backed this historic event which 
this year promises to be bigger and better 
than ever. See you at the Show.

Toodyay Farmers Market
Sue Wakka

WHAT a wonderful sixth birthday we 
had, made so special by the many great 
stallholders who attended including some  
of whom have been with us from the very 
beginning.
 A big thank you to those who kindly 
donated to our raffle where there were many 
prize draws and lots distributed throughout 
the day.
 Faces were painted, tummies filled, 
animals were admired and petted, kids rode 
the Wiggly Worm, musicians entertained and 
of course there was a birthday cake along 
with all the great stalls.
 Don’t worry, the stallholders didn’t miss 
out even though they were tending their 
wares.
 As at any good birthday party, they 
received their lolly bags – after all, it’s not a 
party without them.
 The market was busy and vibrant; thanks 
to many patrons and visitors enjoying 
the atmosphere of the day. If you have a 
community group and would like to get your 

FARMERS and gardeners are cottoning on 
to the idea that pure cotton undies can give a 
good indication of microbial activity in soil.
 The idea of burying a pair of ‘Reg Grundys’ 
for two months and digging them up to see 
how much they have decomposed started 
in Canada and has been adopted by the 
University of New England and CottonInfo 
which have launched a campaign called Soil 
Your Undies.
 Basically, the more the undies have 
decomposed the better the microbial activity, 
as microbes devour cotton fibres which are 
made of cellulose.
 The 100 per cent cotton undies should be 
buried horizontally 7.5cm in soil which is 
neither too wet nor too dry.
 If all that remains after two months is the 
elastic band, then the soil is teeming with 
microbes.

Mixed bag of fortunes for local farmers
Airseeder set for night shift sowing canola. Photo: Frank Panizza.

livestock with lambing and calving season 
not far away.
 Farmers are waiting for the season’s 
opening rains which everyone hopes will be 
in early May. Seeding programs will ramp 
up very quickly once rain is received.
 A reminder to all road users that there will 
be an increase in movements of oversized 
agricultural machinery during May and early 
June.
 Global grain prices have risen significantly 
over the past few months. Corn, primarily 
produced in the United States, has risen to 
multi-year highs to a point that corn is close 
to the value of wheat which is very unusual.
 High demand from China combined with 
poor growing conditions in the United States 
has pushed corn prices higher. The demand 
for feed grains from China is very strong, 
primarily driven by the domestic pig industry 
which has rebounded after the African Swine 
Fever epidemic.

 Low stock levels of canola worldwide and 
the threat of disruption due to tensions in the 
Black Sea has driven the price of canola to 
near 10-year highs.
 The Black Sea ports are used by Ukraine 
and Russian federation states to export grain. 
These countries are now large producers of 
grain and large exporters since the breakup 
of the former USSR.
 Interestingly, Russia was a large importer 
of Australian grain in the 1970s and 1980s 
and since the end of communist state farms 
they now are one of our biggest competitors.
 The pricing news for export hay is not so 
buoyant and hay exporters have warned local 
hay producers that an easing of prices can be 
expected for the coming season.
 Trade uncertainty with China appears to 
be the catalyst for the gloomy outlook. The 
current high canola price will encourage 
farmers to reduce hay programs in favour 
of canola.

Lolly bags reward birthday stallholders

(NB: Toodyay Agricultural Alliance Herald 
correspondent Frank Panizza poo-pooed the 
idea that a pair of undies could provide all 
the information on soil structure.)

word out, allocations go fast, so get in quick.
 Perhaps you would like to become a 
stallholder or just get involved.
 We are fortunate to have the support of the 
Toodyay Shire councillors who are always 
available at every market for any question 
you may have.
 There is always great music and sometimes 

demonstrations from local clubs.
 Consider joining us – especially if you have 
excess vegetables.
  For further information on the market, 
email toodyayfarmersmarket@gmail.com/.
  See you at the next market from 9am to 
1pm on Sunday May 16.
  Until then, take care and stay safe.

Birthday cake celebrates rural living.

Cotton undies give good oil on soil

Partially devoured undies: Photo: Scott 
Maxwell. 

Some champion 
tips on planting 

Show vegies
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Shop 5, Northam Boulevard, Fitzgerald St Northam WA 6401
 Email: aquin66@iinet.net.au  / Web: quinsbutchers.com.au

MEAT PACKS

$55

BUDGET PACK

6 Beef & veg rissoles
1kg BBQ sausages

1kg Marinated chicken wings
1kg BBQ steak

1kg Lamb 4 Quarter Cutlets

$110

500g Beef mince
1kg BBQ sausages

1kg Chicken drumsticks
1kg Chicken schnitzel

1kg Beef & veg rissoles
1kg Crumbed beef Sausages
1kg Lamb 4 Quarter Cutlets

1kg BBQ steak

FORTNIGHT PACK

$140

500g Rindless bacon
1kg Beef mince

1kg BBQ sausages
1kg Beef & veg rissoles

1kg Crumbed beef sausages
1kg Lamb 4 Quarter Cutlets

1kg BBQ steak
1kg Crumbed beef schnitzel

1kg Marinated chicken cutlets
1.5kg Leg of lamb

FAMILY PACK

08 9622 1654 

Gluten Free 

products available

In house- free range GF bacon

Clackline/Bakers Hill Honey

Beverley Free range eggs

Café 26 Salad dressings

08 9622 1654
Place your order now phone

Check out our 
Facebook 

and Instagram

Stargazing sleep-over explores night sky
Bolgart News
Pam McGill

AFTER several months of fundraising, 
the CWA ladies presented local St John 
Ambulance representative Jenny King with a 
cheque for $2000 to assist with the purchase 
of a defibrillator for the Bolgart ambulance.
 Donations were also given to the Royal 
Flying Doctor Service and The Lord Mayor’s 
Bushfire Appeal.

Stargazing sleepover
JUNIOR Room students have wrapped up 
their space exploration education with a 
stargazing sleep-over.
 The students worked collectively to 
prepare their own afternoon tea by baking 
two different types of biscuits along with a 
platter of tasty fresh fruit.
 After setting up their bedding, they set 
about preparing the salad vegetables for 
dinner.

CWA President Stephanie Penn (back row third from left) presents a cheque to Bolgart St John Ambulance representative Jenny King.

Men’s and Ladies’ Championship Singles winners and runners-up from left: sponsor Brad 
Parker, Lester Snooke, Jenni Knowles, Richard (Dick) Campbell and Deb Campbell.

 During the evening the children created 
a giant space complex, complete with 
television satellite dishes and sleeping pods.
 Students gazed at the stars, danced, played 
musical statues, musical bobs and did the 
limbo.
 It was a great night with lots of laughs and 
everyone had a wonderful time.
 Awards for Aussie of the Month went to 
Amy-Grace Crawford and Oliver Clarke. 
Senior Room Merit Certificates were 
awarded to Oliver Clarke and Josephine 
Edmonds and Junior Room certificates went 
to Madeline Cotter and Jacob Wallis.
 The Bolgart Hotel had a great night of 
music on Easter Saturday with two bands 
entertaining an appreciative crowd from 
various places.
 Cardiac Rhythm and Internet Friends 
presented a wonderful selection of music 
which was enjoyed by all.

Bowls wind-up winners
THE BOLGART Bowling Club AGM 
held on April 7 was well attended. With all 
positions filled, we are looking forward to a 
great 2021-2022 season.
 Presentation of trophies took place on 
closing day April 10 with a wonderful 
casserole tea provided by members. 
Congratulations to all trophy winners.
 The Men and Ladies Championship 
Singles were sponsored by Brad Parker from 
Aviso.
 The men’s champion was Lester Snooke 
and runner-up Richard Campbell. Ladies’ 
champion was Jenni Knowles and runner-up 
Deb Campbell.
 Men’s Championship Pairs sponsored by 
Geoff Ludemann was won by Phil Watson 

and Murray Hasson; runners-up Justin 
Edmonds and Ed Ludemann.
 Ladies’ Championship Pairs sponsored 
by Bob and Bev Hogg was won by Merle 
Manuel and Lyn Sarchich; runners-up Linda 
Veltman and Pam McGill.
 Ladies’ Championship Triples sponsored 
by Ladies Match Committee went to Deb 
Campbell, Jenni Knowles and Barbara 
Mottershaw; runners-up Dale McGill, Lyn 
Sarchich and Linda Veltman.
 Mixed Championship Pairs sponsored by 
Glen and Dale McGill was won by Steve 
O’Neill and Merle Manuel; runners-up  Peter 
Mete and Jenni Knowles.
 Mixed Drawn Club Pairs sponsored by 
Phil and Terri Watson was awarded to Todd 
Meston and Pam McGill.

Bejoording Community Group News
From the desk of The Badger

OUR AGM was on April 7 and there are no 
changes to our leadership team.
 Everyone seems happy with the way 
things roll along, so once again Barry Grey 
is president, Marc Bodiam is vice-president, 
Linda Veldtman is treasurer and Richard 
Hazlewood is secretary. All were elected 
without contest.
 This is a good opportunity to note our 
thanks to Linda who really is like a glue 
holding us all together.
 Her contribution goes far beyond just the 
duties of treasurer. We really do appreciate 
her above-and-beyond efforts.
 Attendance at the shed has been steady 
with a core of regulars, but even the rest of 
our members seem to join us at least every 
two or three weeks. A number of them are 
FIFO workers.
 It will hopefully be soon but as the 
evenings start to cool we are all looking 
forward to re-establishing our weekly fire 
pit, a real feature of the shed’s Wednesdays 
throughout winter.
 Members should note that Sunday May 
16 is our annual clean-up and firewood 
collection day. We need a good turnout and 
hopefully a sausage sizzle will follow our 
morning efforts.
 Your monthly reminder: We meet every 
Wednesday evening (except in January) at 

the Bejoording Community Centre which 
shares premises with the local volunteer bush 
fire brigade in Bejoording Road.
  Come along from 6pm and leave when 
it suits you. It’s strictly ‘come as you are’ 
casual, kids are welcome and there are fun 
events every month.
 If you aren’t yet a member, come along; 
we’d love to get to know you. If you want to 
know more you can contact president Barry 
Grey on 9574 2149, or call The Badger on 
0414 250 484. Hope to see you soon.

Linda acts like glue

IN THE six months since the Containers for 
Change scheme was introduced to reduce 
roadside litter, 270 million containers have 
been recycled in WA.
 Nearly 12 million containers were recycled 
by Wheatbelt individuals, clubs and service 
organisations which use the scheme to raise 
funds for various projects.
 In Toodyay shire the local P&C, RSL 
sub-branch, CWA and Coondle-Nunile and 
Morangup fire brigades have raised more 
than $8000 for their organisations and 
prevented 800,000 recyclable containers 
being dumped in landfill.

Empty containers 
raise $8000
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Toodyay 
Express
✰ WHITE GOODS ✰ YOUR GOODS

✰ FURNITURE ✰ FARM EQUIPMENT
✰ ALL GOODS ✰ SAME DAY SERVICE

Prompt pickup and delivery to or from the 
metropolitan area and into the surrounding 

areas of the Avon Valley

Ph/Fax 9631 1113
Mobile 0409 118 019

Pete & Maureen

We “CARE”
“CUSTOMERS ARE REALLY EVERYTHING”

NORTHAM will once again host 
the prestigious hot air ballooning 
event following on from successful 
deliveries of the 2015 and 2017 National 
Ballooning Championships.
 The skies of Northam will again be 
filled with colourful balloons from 
Monday August 30 to Sunday September 
5 during the championships.
 “Today’s announcement confirms 
Northam as Australia’s premier hot air 
ballooning destination,” said Northam 
Shire President Chris Antonio.
 “This exciting and prestigious event 
adds another reason to visit the Avon 
Valley region and explore beautiful 
Ballardong country as well as all that 
the town of Northam has to offer.”
 A number of unique ballooning-
themed activities will be held during the 
championships including the visually 
spectacular ‘balloon glow’ and festival.
 The History of Ballooning will 
be displayed at the Northam Visitor 
Centre and there will be a ballooning 
photographic gallery and a pop-up 
ballooning shop on Fitzgerald Street.
 The Shire of Northam congratulates the 
Northam Ballooning Events committee 
for the outstanding work they have done 
to secure the event.

Doug Blandford*

THERE is an alarming trend developing 
in the Toodyay Shire regarding the level of 
technical expertise and a lack of fundamental 
scientific data being put forward in support of 
applications for development projects which 
include waste disposal, gravel extraction 
licences and road upgrades. 
 It all began with Opal Vale, back around 
2014, when an application to use an 
abandoned clay pit for waste disposal was 
submitted.
 Despite submissions from highly regarded 
technical consultants and experts in their 
fields, the waste disposal project was 
approved.
 It is very significant that not one of the 
strategy objectives of The Western Australian 
Waste Strategy addresses in any form, site 
selection criteria for waste disposal sites for 
landfill.
 In December 2017 I submitted a report to 
Mundaring Shire Council pointing out that 
the environmental management program 
put forward by Trico Resources for a 
very substantial upgrade for a gravel pit 
expansion, fell well short of the standards 
expected and lacked any robust scientific 
evidence to support the proposed program. 
 Some three years later, I made a presentation 
to the Mundaring Shire Council regarding 
this same application.
 Last month the council decision was 
appealed, and the State Administrative 
Tribunal has directed the council to reverse 
its decision and approve the application with 
additional conditions recommended. But 
nothing has really changed.
 Further, I have just reviewed the worst 
Extractive Industry Licence application I 
have ever read in my 55 years’ experience.
 In terms of the physical environment, the 
potential environmental impacts and the 
associated rehabilitation and revegetation 
management strategies, the report also falls 
well short of the standards expected.
 This application was submitted by Capitary 

Ida’s Hideaway
Rae Vigar

WE ARE still meeting every Saturday to 
play bingo and some members are going 
home with lots of chocolates after having 
many laughs.
  Afternoon tea is usually more of a 
banquet, but then it’s back to bingo.
   We would all like to see more of 
Toodyay’s over-50s join us at Toodyay 
Community Resource Centre behind the 
Christmas Shop from 1pm to 4pm on 
Saturdays.  All very welcome.
   For more information ring Rae on 9574 
2356 or Ida on 9574 2828.

Morangup News
Ida O’Connell

Linda Stewart (left), Peter Kirkland and Sue 
Bussell enjoy catching up in the Morangup 

Science ignored in alarming developments

No3 Pty Ltd (Midland Brick) to extend its 
clay extraction project at Salt Valley Road, 
Hoddys Well.
 It seems that the submission was written 
by people with expertise in town planning, 
as there was no science supporting the 
application. Only four pages were devoted to 
Site Description describing the bio-physical 
environment, yet 21 pages are devoted to the 
Statutory Framework.
 The absence of science-based evidence 
in support of this application and the 
apparent reliance on statutory requirements 
as being the panacea for project approval 
is an embarrassing admission of ignorance 
and incompetence by the proponent and its 
consultants. 
 And now, it is impossible to walk around 
Toodyay and not hear the local folk 
questioning the extent of vegetation clearing 
associated with the Main Roads WA road 
works being carried out in the Toodyay Shire.
 What is more, I suspect that there will be 
a lot more of this sort of activity over the 
coming years.
 This will be particularly so if both the 
gravel and clay extraction licences are 

approved, Chalice Mining starts developing 
its Julimar ore body and any number of the, 
up to six, organisations with exploration 
leases in the Toodyay area and surrounds, 
start getting results.
 Once this happens, Toodyay Road will 
become an industrial artery.
 What is of major concern is that back in 
December 2005 Main Roads was granted 
a State-wide Clearing Permit CPS 818 for 
the clearing of native vegetation related 
to standard project activities and where 
the proposed clearing of native vegetation 
isn’t considered to have a significant 
environmental impact.
 There can be little doubt that there is an 
increasing level of corporate arrogance 
creeping into development projects.
 Why is this so?  Don’t these organisations 
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l s  o f 
environmental management, and particularly 
the basic principles of revegetation?
 Main Roads quotes its Rip and Respread 
technique in environmental management.  
I have seen some very impressive failures 
from the application of this technique on road 
works in the region, yet the MRWA website 
notes, “We are committed to protecting and 
enhancing the environment, heritage values 
and social values in all of our activities.”
 Before you start any sort of revegetation 
program, spend some time understanding the 
system or the physical framework that you 
are going to disturb, or the system that you 
are going to revegetate, such as a road batter 
or waste rock dump.
 If you don’t understand the physical 
framework of the pre-disturbance state, 
and the component roles in supporting 
vegetation, then you will never successfully 
emulate these conditions in a revegetation 
program.
 It is rather sad that, in this day and age, this 
concept is poorly understood as is evidenced 
by those who insist on dominating nature.
 We cannot dominate nature – and we 
cannot manufacture nature. However, if we 
understand the physical framework of a site, 
and the systems that have evolved over the 
past several million years, then we can, quite 
legitimately work with nature.
 * Doug Blandford is a Toodyay-based 
Environmental Earth Scientist.

Clay pits at Hoddys Well.

Gravel pit at Bailup.

$1 buys a lot of chat in Morangup

Community Hall in Wallaby Way. Locals 
are invited to have a coffee or tea and cake 
on the second and fourth Tuesdays  of  the 
month  from  2pm to 4pm.
 The cost is $1. 

Up, up and away. Ballooning champ-
ionships on again in Northam.

Hot air teams 
set to rule 

Northam skies

All eyes down 
for bingo
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Toodyay Historical Society
Robyn Taylor

SOME time ago I was involved in a 
project called Traces of the Past; a concept 
that resonates when living in a town like 
Toodyay where the old and new rub 
shoulders.
 But it isn’t just old buildings and 
structures that leave traces, or suggest how 
things used to be but also water courses.
  The Avon River with its deep permanent 
pools was the major reason for the early 
settlements of Toodyay, Northam, York, 
and Beverley.
 There was water for livestock, vegetable 
and fruit gardens and the river provided 
fresh fish, cobbler in particular.
 Wells were also dug for fresh drinking 
water. Allotments with their own springs 
and brooks were highly desirable and maps 
of the Toodyay town site show two brooks 
on the south side of the river.
  Framing in words the traces of past 
water courses can be a challenge as current 
names of places need to be used to locate 
their flow when these places didn’t exist.
  Pelham Brook starts in the reserve on the 
hill above town, where our current water 
supply is located, and there was another 
unnamed brook, now mostly dry, that 
flowed into the Avon just downstream of 
Duidgee Park.
  The source of this brook and its feeder 
springs is shown on a 19th century map 
within a designated reserve for water.
 The historic Cascades property (1875) on 
Folewood Road is a reminder of the once 
abundant flow of this brook.
 It is possible this brook went through 
Rev. Charles Harper’s block which fronted 
the Avon because, as with Pelham Brook, 
changes are made to these water courses 
with diversions such as the construction of 
the railway, roads and the need to channel 
brooks underground.
 During the early 1850s this town didn’t 
exist, it was the location of the Toodyay 
Convict Hiring Depot with Pelham Brook 
running through it.
 The brook went behind what is now 

Water courses trace Toodyay heritage

the Newcastle Gaol Museum (1864), 
and it still flows with heavy rains down 
Clinton Street before swerving across land 
designated for the church to enter the Avon 
just upstream from the old ford crossing.
 During the 20th century, Pelham Brook 
was channelled through underground pipes 
down Clinton and Piesse Streets (the lower 
end of Clinton Street) to empty through an 
outlet pipe below St Stephen’s Anglican 
Church.
 During heavy rains the increased 
volume of water from the main streets 
and extensive Charcoal Lane car park 
caused considerable damage to the riparian 
zone and banks of the Avon. It also made 
walking along the Bilya Walk Track a 
boggy challenge.
 This has now been addressed by some 
clever engineering to decrease the 

destructive flow.
 The Pelham Brook Outlet project was 
initiated by the Toodyay Friends of the 
River, the creators of the track, with 
support from the shire. Interpretation will 
be the signage part of this project giving 
the story of Pelham Brook.
 Our April excursion to Fremantle has 
been postponed.
 Donegan’s Cottage remains closed to 
the public. Drummond House is open 
on Saturdays between 10am and noon in 
accordance with Covid safety measures.
 Contact secretary.2j.ths@gmail.com 
Robyn Taylor, rdtaylor@iinet.net.
au, phone 9574 2578 or Beth Frayne, 
toobide4@iinet.net.au, phone 9574 5971.
 Write to PO 32 Toodyay WA 6566 or visit 
toodyayhistoricalsociety.org.au/.
 Membership is $15 per annum.

Pelham Brook flows behind the Newcastle Gaol Museum. Photo: Beth Frayne.

2J2AIR105.3FM

Program guide
MONDAYS: 11am The Green Hour; 1pm 
Swooners and Crooners and 2pm Jazz.
 Tuesdays: 8pm Hooked on Classicals.
 Wednesdays: 11am The Green Hour 
(repeat); 8pm Wide World of Folk and 9pm 
Blues.
 Thursdays: Noon Wide World of Folk 
(repeat).
 Fridays: 11am The Green Hour (repeat); 
7pm Ready 4 Country; 8pm Ready 4 Retro, 
and 9pm Ready 2 Rock.
 Saturdays: Noon Country (old) and 1pm 
Country (new).
 Sundays: 9am Hooked on Classicals 
(repeat); Noon Ready 4 Country (repeat); 
8pm Swooners and Crooners (repeat) and 
9pm Jazz.
 Daily 10am and 3pm What’s On in 
Toodyay community information.

Stay tuned in


