
Michael Sinclair-Jones

TOODYAY is expected to start getting its 
first free Covid-19 shots at the end of this 
month.
 First in line at the Alma Beard Medical 
Centre will be local residents aged 70 or 
older, and Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people aged 55 or older.
 Wheatbelt Health Network CEO Dr Harry 
Randhawa said he expected significant 
demand for the new life-saving vaccine.
 Local medical staff were gearing up to 
vaccinate up to 50 people a day in addition 
to normal flu shots and other regular local 
vaccinations for measles, mumps, rubella 
and other diseases.
 Toodyay residents will receive the 
Oxford/AstraZenica vaccine which gained 
Australian Government approval on 
February 16 after completing successful 
clinical trials in record time last November 
at Britain’s Oxford University.
 Dr Randhawa said Toodyay residents 
younger than 70 would gain access to the 
new vaccine when more supplies became 
available from the Eastern States.

same time as AstraZenica – they need to 
be spaced at least two weeks apart.
 “We will open the Toodyay medical 
centre on weekends if we receive sufficient 
supplies to meet demand.”
Continued on Page 5, Editorial Page 4.
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Coming events

Toodyay seniors to get first Covid 
jabs expected at end of month

It’s raining money in arts cash splash
Labor doubles its Toodyay election 
bet with second $100,000 pledge 

Local registered nurse Elaine (left) and nurse practitioner Sue have undergone special 
training and are now  formally certified to start vaccinating Toodyay residents.

Toodyay arts supporters and community leaders with WA Culture and Arts Minister David Templeman (front row, white shirt), local Labor 
MP Darren West (front row, third from right) and Labor’s Moore election candidate Barni Norton (blue dress, standing) at last month’s 
Labor announcement of $100,000 to help buy Toodyay’s former St Aloysius boys’ school (pictured behind) to turn into a local arts centre.

 However, pregnant women and children 
under 16 remain ineligible for the vaccine 
because it has not been tested in those groups.
 “We will have to wait until further trials 
show that the vaccine is safe for them,” Dr 
Randhawa said.
 Studies have found that children appear to 
be less affected by the Covid-19 virus than 
adults and, if infected, generally suffer only 
mild symptoms.
 However, the virus can still infect adults.
 Dr Randhawa said he hoped all Toodyay 
residents could be vaccinated by August.
 Two local nurses (pictured right) have been 
trained and officially certified to deliver the 
AstraZenica vaccine in Toodyay.
 “We expect to be able to vaccinate 20 to 
50 people a day at the Alma Beard Medical 
Centre, depending on supplies and demand,” 
Dr Randhawa said.
 “This is in addition to normal demand 
for annual flu shots, which will commence 
locally as winter approaches.
 “We expect in coming months to go 
through double the number of syringes we 
normally use.
 “To be effective, every AstraZenica 

vaccination needs to be followed up by a 
second shot 12 weeks later.
 “This is similar to measles, mumps and 
rubella, which require three shots, each two 
months apart.
 “However, flu shots can’t be given at the 

LABOR has pledged another $100,000 
for Toodyay ahead of the March 13 State 
Election as part of a $1 million bid to win 
the Legislative Assembly seat of Moore from 
WA Nationals Deputy Leader Shane Love.
 Mr Love won a primary vote majority of 
nearly 35 per cent in the 2017 State Election, 
with Labor’s Barni Norton on 21 per cent and 
Liberal candidate Darren Slyns 19 per cent.
 All three are again contesting this month’s 
State Election and Labor hopes its cash 
splash in Moore will at least force Mr Love 
to rely on preference votes to retain his seat.
 In January, Labor pledged $100,000 for 
Toodyay RSL’s new headquarters.
 Arts funding pledge, Page 19.

Music Fest - Saturday March 27
Lions Jumbo Auction

Saturday March 27
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Ol’ Blind Joe
Power of virtue

Stirling Hamilton

AT THE time of writing earlier this month, 
Newspoll was giving Labor a crushing two-
party preferred lead of 68-32 for the March 
13 State Election.
 It predicted an unprecedented 12.5 per 
cent swing to a wildly popular State Labor 
Government after just four years in office.
 Premier Mark McGowan led State Liberal 
Opposition Leader Zak Kirkup as “better 
premier” by a demoralising 83 points to 10, 
prompting the rookie challenger to publicly 
concede defeat more than a fortnight before 
the poll.
 Nevertheless, I feel compelled to throw 
a few brickbats at Mr McGowan before 
moving on.
 It is totally unfair that farmers are forced to 
bear the risks created by State Government 
inaction over gas production, including 
fracking.
 Insurers in Queensland are refusing to offer 
third-party cover to farmers with coal seam 
gas wells on their land.
 Fracking is when liquid is injected into the 
ground under high pressure to extract gas 
trapped in shale deposits deep underground.
 Governments in NSW, NT, and WA 
who are rolling out the red carpet for this 
questionable industry must now realise that 
farming and gas fracking cannot coexist.
 Gas companies should be required 
to indemnify farmers against potential 
damage, including long after wells have been 
decommissioned but continue to threaten 
local soil and water.
 Water is central to human existence and 
our very selves are composed of 70 per cent 
of this precious commodity.
 Farmers know better than most that there 
is no substitute for water at any price – it 
cannot be made to appear out of nowhere as 
if by magic.
 You can stop eating for a week or two and 
carry on but without water you’re cactus – or 
might wish you were.
 So why would we entertain the idea of gas 
fracking which would endanger our precious 
aquifers in the most arid country on earth.
 Previous governments have sold all our 
easy-to-get gas to overseas buyers for just 
two cents a litre, leaving us scrabbling in 
desperation to find other reliable sources.
 Gas fracking is one of the world’s worst 
mining technologies ever devised.
 Pumping chemicals and billions of litres of 
water into the depths of the earth to extract 
gas is short-sighted and stupid.
 With many viable alternative energy 
sources emerging, why is big business so 
intent on screwing the planet?
 Meanwhile, it has been revealed that the 
person responsible for leading an internal 
review into Rio Tinto’s destruction of 
Aboriginal heritage at Juukan Gorge last year 
received an enormous pay rise.
 The mining giant ignored warnings about 
the cultural significance of the Aboriginal 
sacred site when mining operations destroyed 

46,000-year-old rock shelters.
 Labor Senator Pat Dodson served on a joint 
parliamentary committee into the destruction 
of the ancient caves and described it last 
December as one of the worst avoidable 
disasters “that has ever happened in our 
country”.
 Yet Rio Tinto’s annual report shows it 
awarded CEO Jean-Sebastien Jacques a 20 
per cent pay rise last year, taking his salary 
last year to $12.85 million.
 This is despite board members labelling 
him “partially responsible” for last year’s 
appalling cultural vandalism.
 But back to the subject at hand: the art of 
diplomacy.
 I suggest you acquire a yacht with a 
skeleton crew with no staffers, PR hacks or 
the usual sycophants and take a slow boat to 
China.
 Engage trusted ABC chief political 
correspondent Laura Tingle with – I would 
suggest – veteran public servant John 
Menadue (85), who served as Secretary 
of the Department of Prime Minister and 
Cabinet from 1975 to 1976 under the former 
Whitlam and Fraser governments.
 He was later appointed by Malcolm Fraser 
as Australian Ambassador to Japan (1977-
80). 
 A Chinese proverb says: “The journey of 
a thousand miles must begin with a single 
step.”
 Take a copy of the classic philosophical 
and religious text Tao Te Ching which was 
written during the Golden Age of Chinese 
philosophy more than 2500 years ago.
 Its short, profound chapters elucidate the 
idea of the ‘Tao’, or the ‘Way’, and of ‘Te’ 
– as ‘Virtue’, or ‘Power’.
 These ethical, practical and spiritual 
concepts were essential in the development 
of China’s powerful civilisation.
 The Tao Te Ching is the source to the Tao 
philosophy and has been translated into 
Western languages more times than any other 
Chinese work.
 It speaks of the ineffable in a secular 
manner, and its imagery – drawn from the 
natural world – transcends time and place.
 The application of its wisdom to modern 
times is both instructive and provocative.
 For individuals, it provides lessons in self-
awareness and spontaneity, placing stillness 
and consciousness of the world above 
ceaseless activity.
 For society’s leaders, it offers guidance 
on how to govern with integrity, to perform 
unobtrusively the task in hand, and never to 
utter words lightly.
 In both cases, it warns against the futility 
of striving only for personal success, a lesson 
our political leaders would do well to heed in 
facing the growing threat to our very survival 
on this planet.
 When the wind of change blows, some 
people build walls while others build 
windmills – ancient Chinese proverb.
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Hills community rallies with ‘lifeboat’ support
Ieva Tomsons

BUSHFIRES bring out the best – and 
worst – in fire-affected rural communities 
and the recent Wooroloo/ Gidgegannup fire 
is no exception.
 The vast majority of local residents 
pulled out all the stops to help during and 
after the fire which destroyed 86 houses.
 Gidgegannup Hall was swamped with 
donated goods and food, and animal feed 
arrived by the truckload.
 Sadly though, unscrupulous people 
lined up for items meant for those directly 
affected by the fire and some used the 
opportunity to ‘donate’ as a chance to 
dump unusable goods.
 The CWA was again at the forefront 
of organising care packages and feeding 
displaced people and volunteer fire 
fighters and CWA members soon sent the 
interlopers packing.
 “It’s hard for many people in real need to 
accept help,” was the consensus of CWA 
members.
 Local branch president Shirley Robinson 
fled for the second time in five years as 
Helitacs and firies once again saved the 
Robinson’s and daughter Carol Salt’s 
homes on Toodyay Road.
 As soon as they were allowed to return, 
Shirley and Carol were back on deck for 
the CWA.
 “Everyone pitched in and Terri-Anne 
McDonald, Trish Gair, Calinda Campbell 
and Lorraine McKenzie were amazing,” 
said Shirley.
 Times of crisis produce spontaneous 
input from individuals such as Marina 
Smith who took on numerous tasks 
including rehousing people who had lost 
their homes.
 The Noble Falls Tavern and Gidge One 
Stop are located near the fire epicentre in 
Tilden Park Estate where the majority of 
homes were lost.
 A fire-recovery official remarked that 
Sharon and Brian Wickins’ pub was a 
“lifeboat” for the surrounding community.
 Brian and his son Matthew helped to 
defend the hotel which was surrounded by 
fire on the night of February 1, but as soon 
as the way was clear, the Wickins let the 
locals know that they were there for them.
 There was food and drinks for fire-
affected residents and the pub was the 
place to go to reconnect with neighbours 
and share experiences.
 “We were just returning the support that 
the community has provided to us for the 
past eight years,” said Brian.
 Ros and Kraig Chappell’s Gidge One Stop 
was another lifeboat for fire-affected locals 
who needed petrol for their generators and 
enjoyed the free breakfasts that Kraig and 
Brian Wickins cooked for “anyone in need 
of a feed”.

 “There are some pretty good bastards 
around here and we feel privileged to be a 
part of the community where so many put 
themselves in harm’s way to help others,” 
said Kraig.
 On the Friday before the fire the 
Chappell’s had installed a new diesel 
pump which refused to function but the 
old unleaded pump soldiered on supplying 
much-needed fuel.
 Rod Pavy was instrumental in gaining 
access for a telecommunications crew to 
install a state-of-the art generator to power 
the local area Telstra network.
 “The new one only lasted three and a 
half hours and a more old-fashioned one 
worked much better,” said Rod.
 Generosity can be a double-edged 
sword for stock feed and farm suppliers 
Gidgegannup Produce and Saddlery, Gidge 
One Stop and Gidge Rural which are 
experiencing drastic reductions in demand 
for their products.
 Even though they are sacrificing their 
income stream, the businesses are happy 
to distribute donated goods which they 
usually sell themselves, so it’s up to us all 

to support them whenever we can.
 Karen Andrich has taken on the massive 
task of organising the distribution of 
truckloads of hay to fire-affected properties 
in Wooroloo and Gidgegannup and she’s 
been run off her feet.
 “So far we’ve distributed six semis of 
hay and more is coming every day,” said 
Karen.
 The fire razed the equivalent of 6000 
footy fields of native habitat and wildlife 
rescuers Brian and Robyn Foley, Donna 
Pulfer and Becky Ingram hit the ground 
running to help injured animals.
 Toodyay’s Marsupial Mammas and 
Pappas team did what they could to treat 
injuries and are supplying supplementary 
feed and water for displaced wildlife.
 “Without your team, you are nothing,” 
said Donna who lost her Morangup home 
in a house fire in 2016.
 Parkerville’s ‘Eagle Man’ Simon 
Cherriman has started a GoFundMe 
campaign to build nest boxes and other 
habitat homes for insects and marsupials.
 “This wildfire destroyed countless 
irreplaceable habitat trees and many 

unburnt habitat trees were pushed over 
by machinery attempting to contain the 
blaze,” said Simon.
 Gidgegannup Medical Centre doctors 
have treated patients with burns and 
lacerations sustained during the fire and 
people have presented with physical and 
emotional stresses associated with the 
traumatic event.
 The local pharmacy ensured all locals 
received their medications and distributed 
free scripts to displaced customers who 
had evacuated – one as far as Fremantle.
 Gidgegannup is equine country and horse 
owners scrambled to flee the area as the 
fire intensified.
 A flotilla of horse floats headed down 
Red Hill but the mass evacuation of horses 
resulted in numerous “in transit injuries,” 
according to local vet John Tyrrell.
 Pat and Ernie Holmes’ property on Berry 
Road in Gidgegannup provided fleeing 
Tilden Park residents with an escape route 
and at 2.45am on February 2 a convoy 
of vehicles was escorted down Toodyay 
Road.
Continued Page 9.

CWA members organise care packages in the Gidgegannup Hall during last month’s Covid-19 lockdown in Perth.

Sudden deluge floods subway

Shire of Toodyay workers discuss how to clear Toodyay’s flooded Harper Road rail 
underpass as local traffic plunges through.

A SUDDEN downpour on the first morning 
of this month dumped three times as much 
rain on Toodyay as normally falls in all of 
March.
 A rain gauge at The Herald office in 
Stirling Terrace recorded 60mm in eight 
hours to 10am compared with the March 

average of 20mm for the whole month.
 The rain was accompanied by several 
hours of heavy thunder and lightning and 
caused the town’s busy Harper Road rail 
underpass to flood.
 At least one Toodyay farmer was forced 
to postpone shearing because of heavy rain.

WA Nationals pledge $40m for ambos
LOCAL WA Nationals MP Shane Love 
says he hopes his party’s proposal to spend 
$1 million on a new independent advocacy 
group for St John Ambulance volunteers 
will prevent a repeat of last November’s 
shock dismissal of Toodyay sub-centre chair 
Charlie Wroth.
 The Nationals’ $40 million March 13 State 

Election pledge also includes plans for more 
regional community paramedics and funds 
to ensure small sub-centres get access to the 
latest vehicles and equipment.
 Mr Love said there was currently no 
appropriate process which allowed WA’s 
11,000 ambulance volunteers to raise 
grievances, such as that which led to Mr 
Wroth’s dismissal.
 “Ambulance volunteers have no one to 
advocate for their interests,” Mr Love said.
 “Workers in paid jobs have protections 
and procedures but ambulance volunteers 
feel they cannot speak out without a risk of 
ramifications 
 “I have heard the same thing from other 
ambulance volunteers elsewhere – Toodyay 
is not an isolated case.
 “St John’s ambulance volunteers are the 
state’s only emergency service volunteers 
without a representative body.”
 Mr Love said regional WA St John 
Ambulance staff and volunteers serviced 
the world’s largest health jurisdiction and  
answered 43,000 call outs last year.
 “Regional paramedics and volunteers play 
a vital role in keeping our communities safe 
and responding to emergency incidents,” Mr 
Love said.
 “However, the workload can be onerous, 
and the situations they encounter can be 
challenging, leading to volunteer burnout.
 “It’s the role of government to support this 
iconic organisation so that its members can 
continue to answer the call when needed.”
 If elected, the Nationals WA plan to  
commit $1 million to create the state’s first 
volunteer association to advocate for and 
protect the interests of ambulance volunteers, 
$29 million for an additional 18 community 
paramedics across regional WA in areas 
of need and $10 million to ensure some of 
WA’s smallest ambulance sub-centres remain 
sustainable and well equipped.
 “We’ve seen how effective community 
paramedics are, and volunteers tell us they 

appreciate the extra support on the ground,” 
Mr Love said.
 “Our commitment will boost the total 
number of community paramedics across 
regional WA to 45 to ensure they can 
continue to provide that support.
 “Giving volunteers a voice will help to 
create a better work environment, improve 
workplace relations and create a greater 
awareness of the role volunteers play within 
and outside the health sector.
 “St John Ambulance plays a huge role in 
regional WA, and volunteers often encounter 
very difficult and challenging circumstances 
in their volunteer roles.
 “This will give them much-needed support 
and advocacy and will also help to guide 
organisational and government decisions to 
ensure WA’s ambulance and health services 
remain world class.”
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LETTERS

The Toodyay Herald invites you to have 
your say in our letters page. Please 
email us at news@toodyayherald.com.au 
with your full name, address and phone 
number. Letters that are short, sharp and 
to the point about topical local issues are 
preferred. The Herald reserves the right 
to edit letters for length, grammar and 
punctuation.

The way we were – This bush picnic photograph was originally documented as a part of the museum collection in 1983 and is assumed 
to show a Toodyay location. The only available information is what is written on the back: “August 20, 1927 Michelle Day 1927”. 
Photo: Newcastle Gaol Museum.

Civil disobedience 
DURING the recent Wooroloo/ Gidgegannup 
fire many residents disobeyed instructions 
from traffic wardens and returned to their 
properties either to mop up fires or attend 
to their stock.
 In my case I had to evacuate twice when 
our place was in danger of being engulfed 
but crossed back ‘illegally’ on four occasions 

Emergency action saves wife 
ON NEW Year’s Day my wife suffered a 
heart attack in Northam Regional Hospital.
 Thanks to the wonderful staff in the 
emergency department who, after almost 
nine minutes of CPR and two shocks from 
a defibrillator, resuscitated her.
  I would also like to give special thanks to 
the two Toodyay ambulance volunteers, Paul 
and Ross.
 Without their medical skills in assessing 
the situation at home, the outcome would 
have been very, very different. Thanks guys.

Bob Kermode
Coondle

Bouquet for Herald’s Sandra
THIS letter is to express how grateful I am for 
the help Herald graphic artist Sandra Harms 
gave us in putting our advertisement together.
 As I have never placed or designed an ad, 
Sandra’s service was invaluable.
 Sandra is very friendly, and it was easy to 
communicate just what we wanted, which she 
then made into an ad we are very pleased with.
 The whole team at The Herald should be 
proud of what they produce and the manner 
in which they produce it.

Heather Brennan
RSL Toodyay Sub-Branch Secretary

Landfill book disgrace
I SPY with my little eye something beginning 
with GBF of B and T.
 Give in? It’s a Green Bin Full of Books and 
Toys.
 Books going to landfill is disgraceful.
 With two prisons and a detention camp in 
our close area, these items should not go to 
landfill.

Patricia de Soto-Phillips
Toodyay

Robyn Taylor

WHILE we very much enjoyed going to 
Amy’s Cafe, many were pleased to see the 
name Wendouree Tea Rooms return to this old 
Toodyay establishment.
  The name dates back to 1925 when baker 
George Haymes expanded his business to 
include refreshment rooms.
   Back in the 1860s when the town of Newcastle 
(now Toodyay) was established, it is believed 
Dan Connor built a shop and a dwelling on the 
two lots that now make up Wendouree and the 
Toodyay Pharmacy. 
  The dwelling may have been a former 
Pensioner Guard cottage. It was demolished in 
2003 to make way for the pharmacy.
  Since 1903 there had been a bakery at the 
Wendouree address with George Haymes 
taking over in 1919. In 1925 his new modern 
premises were built. 
  The Toodyay Herald reported on how up to date 
the Wendouree Refreshment Rooms were. “The 
architect was Mr P W Harrison, the contractors 
Messrs Duncan and Grandeston, of Perth, and 
their work finished off under the brush of F E 
Baseden, of Northam … the Wendouree …  
furnishes our village with something to be 
proud of. A new and commendable departure 
is the verandah suspended on the cantilever 
principle which obviates the use of supporting 
poles”. (Toodyay Herald, 21 February, 1925.)
  Interestingly, supporting poles were introduced 
for the two buildings when the pharmacy was 
built, no doubt to reinforce the ‘old world 
charm’ of the main street.
  In 1929 Haymes succeeded in getting the 
Toodyay Road Board to agree to him installing 
a kerbside pump, possibly an added inducement 
to motoring travellers to avail themselves of his 
refreshment rooms.

Historic Wendouree Tearooms back on the menu

  In 1938 H W Hillbrick & Sons took over the 
business, then the Campbell family in January 
1946.
 Eric (Cobber) Campbell and wife Phyllis ran 
two bakeries in Wiluna and brought their more 
modern ovens to Toodyay. 
  Shirley Patten recalls the bakery was so run 
down it was condemned after her father bought 
it and the bakehouse and living quarters had to 
be brought ‘up to scratch’. 
  Shirley, with her brother Keith, did the bread 
deliveries around town.
  Over the decades, the Wendouree changed 
hands and underwent name changes.
  In 1986 a highlight for Toodyay was the 
filming of Shame, now a recognised Australian 
classic. 
  Filming took place in town using a number of 
well-known locations including the Freemasons 

Hotel where the action started, and The Avon 
Kitchen, which may also have been known as 
Toodyay Takeaways.
   In January 1999, the café came under new 
management with the name changing back to 
Wendouree.
  Then in 2015, a redecorated Wendouree 
became Amy’s Café Lunchbar introducing 
delicious Vietnamese food to the menu, while 
retaining the original ambience.
  Last year in late 2020, new owners of the 
café returned it to the old familiar name, which 
never really went away in people’s memories. 
  Regardless of the name it was operating under, 
there was something enduring about this old 
country café.
  The above history is based on a chronology 
developed by Toodyay Historical Society 
member Beth Frayne.

Wendouree Tearooms when relocated pharmacy was being built. Photo: Jack Hammer 2003. 

to attend to stock on our and the neighbours’ 
properties.
 A system should be introduced which 
indemnifies the traffic wardens from any 
responsibility for residents re-entering a fire 
zone.
 Residents willing to take the risk could 
sign a form which exonerates the wardens 
and places full responsibility on themselves.
 The wardens know that they have no legal 
authority to forbid re-entry and feel they are 
being derelict in their duty if they let you 
return.
 To eliminate such acts of civil disobedience 
we should be allowed the choice to return 
when we feel it is safe to do so and when 
the way ahead is clear.

Name and address supplied
Gidgegannup

Rates rebate paradox
LAST month I received a postage-paid letter 
from the Shire of Toodyay checking that I 
was still entitled to the Senior’s rebate on 
my rates.
  This has given me new life because 
obviously there is some way that the disease 
of old age that I have can be reversed; all I 
have to do is find out how that happens, but 
no-one at the shire can tell me.
 Unless I have been singled out for attention, 
hundreds of others would have received the 
same letter and because none of us has got 
any younger, I guess the only course open 
to us is to fill out the form, pay our rates and 
think about the wonders of old-fashioned 
bureaucracies.

Larry Graham
Toodyay

Jab action
TO JAB, or not to jab – that is the question.
 Some people overseas are refusing to be 
vaccinated against Covid-19 because they 
say urgent clinical trials were too rushed.
 Others say governments are too influenced 
by economic factors and a small but vocal 
minority still claim the pandemic is a hoax.
 Australians appear generally to be more 
receptive to adopting official direction than 
others elsewhere, particularly in America.
 Individual freedom is a precious 
commodity in democratic countries where 
civil liberties are enshrined in law.
 But those liberties come with a collective 
responsibility to keep others from harm.
 Public trust in WA’s political leadership 
appears to be at an all-time high – and at 
an equally low ebb beyond our borders.
 We have so far escaped the worst of the 
Covid-19 global pandemic thanks largely 
to strong, tough, insistent State action.
 Most West Australians were quick to 
accept mandatory social restrictions to 
protect public health on a collective scale.
 It must amaze people in other countries to 
see news clips of us going about our daily 
lives maskless while hospitals elsewhere 
overflow with sick and dying patients and 
hundreds of cities remain in lockdown.
 But success breeds complacency, and 
complacency can lead to failure.
 Do we need to prevent ourselves from 
becoming another London, New York or 
Mexico City when our borders reopen?
 The answer is obviously ‘yes’.
 Is it safe to inject new vaccines into our 
bodies when it is still too early to know if 
there may be any long-term side effects?
 Most of us are not qualified to answer that 
question – it means we have to decide for 
ourselves whether to trust what we hear.
 Mass vaccination programs won’t work 
unless enough people participate to create 
a collective ‘herd immunity’.
 The alternative is more community 
lockdowns, border closures, economic 
hardship and increased social unrest.
 We trust medical authorities to approve 
safe vaccines against annual flu virus 
mutations and other highly contagious and 
potentially deadly diseases such as measles, 
whooping cough and diphtheria.
 The same authorities say the new 
AstraZenica and Pfizer vaccines have 
been tested sufficiently in clinical trials to 
be passed as safe for most people to use.
 Do we trust that?
 Collective responsibility suggests the 
answer has to be ‘yes’.

Michael Sinclair-Jones
Editor
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Continued from Page 1.
DR RANDHAWA said the AstraZenica 
vaccine could be kept safely between 2C and 
8C in normal refrigerators at the Toodyay 
clinic, which is equipped to store up to 500 
doses.
 This made it more practical for local use 

than the Australian-approved Pfizer vaccine 
which needed to be transported and stored 
at -70C.
 In addition, the AstraZenica vaccine was 
supplied in single-dose vials.
 This would prevent last month’s Queensland 
situation when untrained doctors gave two 

elderly patients four times the recommended 
dose of the Pfizer vaccine, which comes in 
six-dose vials.
 “Toodyay people don’t need to file a special 
application to get their free AstraZenica 
vaccination,” Dr Randhawa said.
 “All they need to do is call the Wheatbelt 

Health Network on 9574 2300 to book their 
shot at the Alma Beard Medical Centre.
 “Toodyay people can also book to be 
vaccinated in Northam.
 “Priority will be given to people classed by 
the Australian Government as vulnerable to 
Covid-19 infection and serious illness.
 “These include people aged 70 or older, 
and those with chronic diseases such as 
heart-lung disease, diabetes and other pre-
existing medical conditions, and Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people.
 “Priority will also go to quarantine and 
border workers, frontline healthcare staff, 
emergency services and people supplying 
and distributing essential goods and services.
 “People who are infected but don’t get ill 
are still classed as carriers and will need to 
be vaccinated too.”
 Dr Randhawa said every AstraZenica 
shot would contain “an inactive part of the 
Covid-19 virus”.
 It would be injected into the muscle, similar 
to a tetanus shot.
 “There will be a little bit of a sting and a 
sore arm for up to 48 hours,” Dr Randhawa 
said.
 “People can ask to get it in their non-
favoured arm.
 “You might get a very mild fever and 
symptoms of a flu-like illness similar to 
ordinary flu.
 “Any fever, muscle aches and pains, and 
lethargy should wear off in 48 hours.
 “These symptoms can be treated with 
paracetamol (such as Panadol) or ibuprofen 
(eg: Nurofen) just as you might for ordinary 
flu.”
 Dr Randhawa said everyone vaccinated 
against Covid-19 would have their details 
recorded in the Federal Government’s 
Australian Immunisation Register.
 This would enable health authorities to 
ensure enough supplies of the second dose.

Older Toodyay residents first in line for local Covid vaccinations

Shire CEO raises alarm over toxic landfill fires
Michael Sinclair-Jones

TWO TOXIC fires at Toodyay’s controversial 
new landfill dump for millions of tonnes of 
metropolitan rubbish have caused the Shire 
of Toodyay to express concern to the State 
Government.
 The first fire burnt for about two weeks 
underground at the Hoddys Well site last 
month.
 It was followed a few days later by a 
surface fire in a different area that required 
three Toodyay fire units to help extinguish.
 The second fire created a cloud of toxic 
smoke and caused State authorities to issue 
a hazard alert for nearby Clackline Road.
 Shire CEO Suzie Hazlehurst said the shire 
had written to landfill site operator Opal 
Vale expressing concern that the site lacked 
adequate personnel and equipment to control 
the second fire.
 In particular, Opal Vale was not equipped 
to deal with an after-hours fire.
 The letter followed initial shire contact with 
the Department of Water and Environmental 
Regulation (DWER) to report shortcomings 
in the company’s fire-fighting capabilities.
 It is understood DWER inspectors visited 
the landfill site several times to monitor the 
initial undergound fire.
 The second fire occurred on the surface at 
night.
 It was attended by two units from Toodyay 

Central Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade and one 
from the Toodyay Volunteer Fire and Rescue 
Service.
 Fire and rescue volunteers were called 
because landfill fires contain toxic materials 
and require different firefighting techniques, 
equipment and training than those used for 
bushfires.
 Two bushfire brigade tankers were used to 
provide fire and rescue service volunteers 
with bulk supplies of water that had to be 
brought in from elsewhere.
 It is understood Opal Vale’s operating 
licence requires it to cover surface rubbish 
on the same day that it is dumped.
 Ms Haslehurst said the company responded 
promptly to the shire’s letter of concern 
by submitting a proposed upgraded fire 
management plan.
 Shire officers were reviewing the response, 
Ms Haslehurst said.
 DWER approved the Chitty Road landfill 
site in 2019 after several years of costly legal 
challenges by local residents.
 Opponents said landfill fires were 
notoriously hard to extinguish and could 
burn for weeks underground if heat generated 
by decomposing organic waste came into 
contact with oxygen.
 Local residents also feared that landfill fires 
could release toxic fumes over surrounding 
homes and farms and pollute local creeks 
that feed into the Avon River.

 Opal Vale’s long-term plan was to dump 
three million tonnes of rotting metropolitan 
waste in Hoddys Well over the next 20 years.
 The rubbish would be carried by an extra 

Thick smoke partially obscures heavy earthmoving equipment (rear left) working to extinguish 
a second landfill fire at Hoddys Well last month.

60 rubbish trucks a day on Toodyay Road.
 Opal Vale is not listed in the White Pages 
telephone directory, does not have a website 
and could not be contacted for comment.

TOODYAY Shire Cr Ben Bell has refused an 
official State order to apologise to disgraced 
former shire CEO Stan Scott for a series of 
Facebook posts two year ago.
 Three apologies for breaches of the Shire 
Code of Conduct were published in the 
council agenda for Cr Bell to read out at last 
month’s council meeting.
 But when invited by Shire President 
Rosemary Madacsi to read the apologies, Cr 
Bell asked her to pass on to the next agenda 
item, which she did after conferring briefly 
with Shire CEO Suzie Haslehurst.
 Cr Bell later told The Herald that he 
couldn’t remember what he had posted on 
Facebook two years ago.
 “I have no idea what I was supposed to 
apologise for so I let it go,” Cr Bell said.
 “I’m not saying I didn’t do it but it was 
found to be only a ‘minor’ breach.
 “We have much bigger things to worry 
about now than what happened two years 
ago.”
 The orders to apologise followed Mr Scott’s 
formal complaints about two 2019 Facebook 
posts that the WA Local Government 
Standards Panel found last September to be 

“misleading and derogatory and likely to 
cause detriment to Mr Scott”.
 The panel upheld a third complaint that 
Cr Bell made several Facebook posts on 10 
February 2019 that were “false or misleading 
and likely to cause detriment to Mr Scott and 
Cr Therese Chitty”, who was deputy shire 
president at the time.
 The shire published three “Notices of 
Public Censure” naming Cr Bell – as 
required by State law – in last month’s 
Toodyay Community News.
 Ms Haslehurst said she was required by the 
same law to inform the Standards Panel that 
Cr Bell had not apologised.
 A State Government inquiry tabled in 
the WA Parliament last October made 
14 adverse findings against Mr Scott for 
financial mismanagement, failures under 
local government law, conflict of interest 
and unethical conduct.
 It also castigated the previous council for 
failing to properly manage the former CEO’s 
behaviour and actions over a seven-year 
period examined by the inquiry.
 Mr Scott quit the shire last April while on 
three months’ sick leave.

Bell refuses to apologise to 
disgraced former shire CEO 
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Toodyay 
Express
✰ WHITE GOODS ✰ YOUR GOODS

✰ FURNITURE ✰ FARM EQUIPMENT
✰ ALL GOODS ✰ SAME DAY SERVICE

Prompt pickup and delivery to or from the 
metropolitan area and into the surrounding 

areas of the Avon Valley

Ph/Fax 9631 1113
Mobile 0409 118 019

Pete & Maureen

We “CARE”
“CUSTOMERS ARE REALLY EVERYTHING”

SaferToodyay
Desraé Clarke

THE DEPARTMENT of Transport and 
Planning, Public Transport Authority is the 
author of the code of conduct of state-wide use 
of school bus services.
 In the past children either walked to school, 
rode their horse, their bike or parents and 
friends shared the ‘school run’.
 With the establishment of the use of dedicated 
buses for school children a code of conduct was 
developed.
 The code follows the same principles as 
the Choose Respect program of ‘respect for 
yourself, other people and property’.
 Why have a code of conduct for children to 
use a school bus? The most important reason 
is safety.
 Safety for the children as passengers, safety 
for other road users and, importantly, safety for 
the bus driver who has the vital responsibility 
of transporting children safely.
 The code of conduct is essentially respecting 
the driver and the other passengers by following 
the bus driver’s directions, staying in one seat 
and wearing the seatbelt provided.
 When getting off the bus a child must never 
walk in front of it and must be instructed to 
wait until the bus has moved off, then check 
the road both ways and, when it is safe to do 
so, cross the road.
 For further information visit the website 
schoolbuses.wa.gov.au.
 Unusual or suspicious behaviour can be 
reported anonymously to Crimestoppers on 
1800 333 000 or on line, crimestopperswa. 
com.au/. 
 To contact police, ring 131 444. Report 
graffiti to 1800 442 255 or visit the web site 
goodbygrafitti.wa.gov.au
 For further information contact safertoodyay.
org.au.

Suspicious vehicle reports crack alleged drug ring

Overturned truck trailer chassis with detatched bin (rear right) that was filled with crushed limestone. 

School bus 
code designed 

for safety

Drug-driver prohibition notice.

REPORTS of a vehicle being driven 
suspiciously in Toodyay led to the arrest 
of an alleged local drug dealer and placed a 
suspected drug trafficker behind bars.
 Local police seized methamphetamines, 
drug paraphernalia and $2000 in cash from 
a Toodyay woman’s home, and a larger 
quantity of the illegal drug from a Perth 
property.
 It all began when a local resident visited 
Toodyay Police Station to report a Holden 
ute being driven suspiciously in their area.
 The resident’s report was followed by other 
reports of home burglaries in and around the 
Toodyay townsite.
 The initial report of the suspicious ute 
proved to be a vital clue.
 While off duty, I saw the same ute being 
driven in a way that attracted my attention.
 The sighting enabled local police to 
identify the vehicle, its owner and the driver.
 The same vehicle was later reported by 
another person who saw it being driven 
suspiciously in their neighbourhood at the 
time of a more recent burglary.
 We used vision from the Shire of Toodyay’s 
street cameras to match the times and dates 
of the sightings.
 The same cameras were used to identify 
a passenger in the ute as a local Toodyay 
woman aged in her 30s who is known to 
local police.
 The information was used to execute a day-
time search warrant on her home in Toodyay 
where police found methamphetamines 
allegedly intended for sale, $2000 in cash 
and items of drug paraphernalia.
 The woman was charged with possession 
of drugs with intent to sell and supply 
and released on bail to appear in Northam 
Magistrate’s Court.
 Other inquiries are continuing.
 Around the same time, Midland Detectives 
used information provided by Toodyay 
Police to raid the ute driver’s home in 
Herne Hill where they found stolen goods – 
including jewellery – from burglaries and an 
even larger quantity of methamphetamines.
 The man aged in his 30s was charged with 
possession of a trafficable quantity of an 
illicit drug, drug paraphernalia and stolen 
goods.
 He appeared in a Perth Court and was 
refused bail pending further proceedings.
 Some of the stolen goods came from 
burglary offences but not all have been 
recovered – police inquiries are continuing.
 It was a great outcome for local policing, 

thanks to vital information provided by a 
member of the Toodyay community.
 It also showed the value of the Shire of 
Toodyay’s new street cameras in helping 
to keep the community safe and detecting  
serious criminal activity.
 As always, we encourage local residents to 
contact us immediately if they see anything 
that might be suspicious.
 Posting it on Facebook doesn’t help – we 
need to know as quickly as possible so that 
we can act fast to catch offenders.
 You can report your information to the 
Toodyay Police Station in Stirling Terrace 
or call us on 9574 5555.
 If the station is unattended, your call will 
be diverted to Northam Police Station where 
your information will be sent to us, or you 
can call Crime Stoppers WA on 1800 333 
000 and they will forward it to us.
  A l l  in fo rmat ion  wi l l  be  t r ea ted 
confidentially.

Covid-19 checks continue
TOODYAY officers are continuing to use 
a filtered mask, safety goggles and gloves 
when required to check on local residents 
who are in self-isolation or home quarantine 
for Covid-19 after returning to WA from the 
eastern states.
 We’ve monitored about 50 cases for the 
mandatory 14-day period since Christmas and 
are currently doing about half a dozen checks 
each week.
 We carry coveralls for home visits but they 
haven’t been needed so far.
 The checks are random and I am pleased to 
say there has been 100 per cent compliance.
 We don’t always need to wear protective 
gear for a home visit but it is there if and when 
we need it.
 If we park outside and the person comes to 
the door then all we need is visual check to 
identify the person and confirm that they are 

observing mandatory restrictions.
 Local officers are due to receive Pfizer 
Covid-19 vaccinations organised by the State 
Government in the next few weeks.
66km/h over roadworks limit

A SMALL number of motorists are putting 
lives at risk by ignoring temporary speed 
limits on Toodyay Road during current major 
roadworks.
 In one case, a middle-aged male driver 
travelling by himself in a Holden wagon was 
caught doing 126km/h in an 60km/h zone on 
the Toodyay side of a temporary bypass.
 The driver’s excuse was that he was “in a 
hurry” – clearly.
 He now has an appointment booked for 
Northam Magistrates Court.
 Others have been fined and lost demerit 
points after being clocked at 10-15km/h 
above temporary speed limits.
 Road users should know that we are 
targeting these areas to ensure compliance 
with roadworks speed restrictions for their 
own safety, and that of others.
 We understand their frustrations because 
we are on the road more than most people.
 Your local police are working closely 
with construction contractors to ensure that 
temporary speed limit warning signs are 
displayed properly and put in the right places.
 Driver compliance has for the most been 
pretty good.
 We urge everyone to be patient – short-term 
pain will result in long-term gain with a safer, 
more user-friendly Toodyay Road.

Truck trailer rollover
A TRUCK towing a fully loaded trailer was 
involved in a dramatic rollover crash on 
Toodyay Road near the Coorinja Winery.
 A weld on the drawbar connecting the 
trailer to the truck snapped whist on a right-
hand bend, causing the trailer to separate, 
crash through a fence and flip down an 
embankment.
 The trailer rolled over, causing a bin filled 
with crushed limestone to separate from the 
chassis.
 The chassis came to rest upside down while 
the bin it was carrying came to rest upright.
 The truck driver pulled up a little further 
up the road where it was safe.
 The truck was undamaged and the driver 
not injured but it could have been a tragedy.
 A crane was needed to remove the bin and 
chassis from the scene.
 Excess speed was not involved, the truck 
appeared to be mechanically sound and no 
charges were laid.
 A report on the accident was sent to Main 
Roads WA.

New instant drug-driver ban
TOODYAY police have gained new on-the-
spot powers to automatically ban motorists 
from driving for 24 hours if they are caught 
with illicit drugs in their system.

 The new law took effect from February 26 
and applies to all drug users who test positive 
while driving, their manner of driving is not 
a consideration.
 Other than alcohol, police can detect 
cannabis and amphetamines in a person’s 
system, and a random roadside preliminary 
swab of their saliva will quickly give a result.
 A positive reading will result in a further 
oral fluid test which can escalate to driving 
whilst drug-impaired.
 The same on-the-spot ban has applied in 
the eastern states for some time.
 WA drink drivers already face a similar 
ban.
 On average we encounter two local 
drug-driving offenders every month and a 
similar number of motorists who fail random 
roadside breath tests for alcohol.
 Police have a duty of care to drivers 
issued with on-the-spot bans and will either 
organise alternative transport – such as a ride 
back to the police station for an oral fluid 
test – or ensure someone can collect them.
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St John Community Transport
Heather Appleby

FOR MORE than two years, St John has 
offered a Community Transport Service (CTS) 
for residents of the Shire of Toodyay who 
need help to attend medical appointments in 
Toodyay, Northam or the metropolitan area.
 The service is provided at a reasonable cost 
and can be one-way or wait-and- return.
 The CTS drivers are all volunteers, and they 
do everything they can to help our passengers.
 Our drivers are happy, obliging and 
compassionate and they have lots of patience.
 If after an appointment the client has a follow-
up date our drivers contact the coordinator by 
phone and immediately organise the next ride.
 One of the most appreciated parts of the 
service is that the drivers give the client support 
after a difficult appointment including possibly 
having a cuppa before the journey home.
 The service is door-to-door and the drivers 
often have early starts for early appointments 
because this means getting to the sub-centre 
to collect the car before arriving at the client’s 
door.
 Mostly the service is used during weekdays 
but there is an occasional weekend appointment, 
and the drivers help with calls made at short 
notice if the vehicle is available.
 During Covid-19 restrictions our drivers 
travelling into the metropolitan region had to 
be prepared to wear a mask on their return to 
Toodyay.
 They also ensured that the CTS vehicle 
was cleaned in between passengers to keep 
everyone as safe as possible.
 The drivers are just so appreciated by our 
passengers and we are always getting great 
feedback.
 One driver was recently awarded a certificate 
by the regional manager of St John as his 
skilled driving managed to avoid what could 
have been a terrible accident.
 If you feel you have the ability to become one 
of our most important assets, please contact 
Sandra on 0488 059 194 to find out more.
 Sandra is our CTS coordinator, so contact her 
if you need transport for medical appointments.
 These volunteer drivers are much appreciated 
by the sub-centre and the general community 
and we applaud you all.

St John seeks 
more drivers

Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Julimar
Karen Dore

TWENTY members and two new recruits 
welcomed Rob Koch, the Toodyay Shire 
Community Emergency Services Manager, 
to the first brigade meeting for the year.
 Following normal and general business, 
which included discussions of a social bowls 
afternoon to thank everyone for recent efforts 
with out-of-shire fires and how to practically 
plan for new equipment purchases (little 
things to make fire fighters’ lives easier), 
Rob took the floor to share an update on the 
new Julimar Fire Station.

Firies get low-down on new fire station
From left: Karen Grove, captain Tegan Martin and former lieutenant Vicki Wesley

 Construction should begin mid-year with 
the plan being for the brigade to move in 
before next Christmas.
 The current truck storage shed was built in 
the early 90s by the shire.
 Brigade volunteers added the airconditioned 
radio/briefing room, equipment store and 
‘dunny’, along with ‘The Fireplace’.
 This separate shed is used for catering, 
meetings, training and the well-patronised 
Friday night social drop-in.
 The new Julimar fire shed will see the 
construction of a modern facility for housing 
the trucks and equipment, including rooms 
for radio operation, briefings, training and 
administrative duties.

 The new building will also include separate 
male and female toilet facilities with showers 
– no more hopping in the car to head home 
after an incident smelling of smoke.
 And finally, the brigade farewelled two 
well-known local identities who have kindly 
donated their energies to the cause over 
the past decade – Vicki Wesley (former 
lieutenant) and Karen Grove (fire fighter).

A STATE Recovery Coordination Group has 
been set up to assist residents affected by 
last month’s Wooroloo bushfire which burnt 
10,900ha and destroyed 86 houses.
 The group is supported by the Department 
of Fire and Emergency Services (DFES) 
and will ensure a co-ordinated government 
approach to recovery efforts.
 Fire and Emergency Services Commissioner 
Darren Klemm said the group will provide 

Bushfire recovery strategy
a personalised approach to help people get 
back on their feet.
 “The road to recovery will be a long 
process, and DFES is committed to providing 
on-going support to help people through this 
challenging time,” Mr Klemm said.
 The State Recovery Coordination Group 
consists of State and local government 
representatives and not-for-profit organ-
isations.
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Ambo life members clock 
up 123 years’ service

Life members from left: George Murray, Paul Harrington and Charlie Wroth.

Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade 
Coondle-Nunile
Max J Heath

IT HAS been a busy month for fire brigades in 
our area.
 The Wooroloo/Gidgegannup fire had the teams 
working hard with four shifts operating at the fire.
 Unfortunately, we only had the 1.4 going early 
as our 3.4 was out of action.
 Earlier on at the Wundowie fire there were two 
shifts in action with full crews.
 There have been call-outs to Beverley but crews 
were turned back at York before getting there.
 One of two call-outs to Northam was on the 
same day as the Wooroloo/Gidgegannup fire so 
resources were well and truly stretched.
 The good news was that in recent times there 
has only been one small fire in the Toodyay area.
 As one can see, the life of a volunteer fire person 
is full of activity at many times.
 This also brings us to the point that we need all 
the support we can get. The more volunteers, the 
more the load can be spread around.
 Although it can be hectic at times it is a very 
rewarding organisation to belong to.

Four shifts pitch in to 
battle Wooroloo fire

 During the time the bigger fire was going there 
was one lovely ex-Toodyay lady who dropped 
off cooked food to our brigades which our crews 
coming off the fire ground and those about to go 
out, really appreciated.
 What a lovely thought. To this person our 
heartfelt thanks.
 If you think that you could be interested come 
along on a Friday night for a yarn or come to our 
monthly meetings which are held on the second 
Saturday of the month at 5pm.
 Our recyclable collection is still going well 
and if you would like to contribute to us I can be 
contacted on mobile 0400 206 929.
 Containers for Change can be left at Coondle-
Nunile fire shed or you can quote our ID 
10257043 at a collection point.
 The funds collected go to things such as the 
purchase of two electric chainsaws for our units.
 We cannot carry petrol on the units so electric 
is the only way we can go.
 One chainsaw costs something like $1500  
including  spare batteries.
 All donations are gratefully received.
 That’s about all from Coondle-Nunile for now 
so until next month, keep up the good work of not 
creating fires.

Computer Safety
Phil Hart

IF YOU have ever wanted to know more about 
computer security – the answer is that you can 
do it from the comfort of your own home and at 
your own speed and all for free.
 Iowa State University has produced a series of 
30 short YouTube videos aimed at the complete 
novice which take you up to quite a high level.
 The total viewing time is about five hours and 
the individual videos run anywhere from about 
six to 15 minutes.
 You can find them at bit.ly/3kads2R.
 Heimdal has a five-week course aimed at 
beginners which is based on emails. You receive 
a new email about cyber security every second 
day.

YouTube videos teach security
 There is a course description at bit.ly/3uvjccy 
 You may have heard the term ‘social engineering’ 
which is about tricking people into handing over 
passwords and bank account details.
 You can read about it at bit.ly/3dAhe4v where 
tips on how to protect yourself are provided.
 Microsoft has a web page covering almost every 
aspect of computer security for the home user at 
bit.ly/3ka4frk.
 If you want to learn about the latest news 
and alerts about scams in Australia, look at 
Scamwatch: bit.ly/2NrBHOg.
 Infosec offers more in-depth information at bit.
ly/2ZFRcEA (free, but registration is required).
 As always, if you have any questions about 
computer security, talk to your local computer 
person.
 Happy surfing.

Heather Appleby

THREE St John volunteers who were 
recently awarded life membership of the 
Toodyay sub-centre – George Murray, 
Charlie Wroth and Paul Harrington – have 
between them served the community for 
more than 123 years.
 George Murray first volunteered in 1979 
and was soon joined by Charlie Wroth. Paul 
Harrington first volunteered at the Bolgart 
sub centre around the same time.
 In those days all they had was an ambulance 
(a Dodge) and very little equipment. 
Basically, they transported patients to 
hospital as quickly as possible.
 The ambulance was stationed in a shed in 
Duke Street, next to the old police station 
and training was held at the old bowling club 
where the rectory now is.
 All that was required to become an 
ambulance officer was a senior first aid 
certificate.
 Volunteers had oxygen equipment and, 
pain relief but no monitors or defibrillators 
and learnt from experience to look at a 
patient and judge how seriously ill they were.
 They all recalled the early days, when 
ambo vollies were required to handle 
everything at a road crash – volunteer fire 
fighters weren’t called out unless there was a 
fuel or oil spill and the fire and rescue service 
hadn’t yet started in Toodyay.
 Toodyay fund-raised to purchase port-a-
power equipment which was all they had to 
extract people trapped in vehicles.
 Charlie, George and Paul had to attend 
courses in Perth at their own expense so they 
could learn to be trainers for new volunteers.
 They recalled many jobs where things were 
slightly unusual.
 One patient had to be brought down from 
a building with a forklift and on another 
occasion George was entering a house to see 
his patient, while his leg was being bitten by 
the family’s dog which wouldn’t let go.
 Paul is the only one of the three still 

volunteering full time, although George will 
still answer a call out if needed.
 George became chairman in 1980 almost 
by accident, having been ‘appointed’ as vice-
chairman when there were no nominations 
for that position, and within about six months 
the chairman passed away so he had to take 
over. He served in that capacity until 1990.
 Paul Harrington was chairman from 1995 
until 2000 and again from 2018 until 2020.
 Charlie Wroth received the Order of St 
John for 39 years’ service in 2018 but was 
then terminated by the CEO of St John 
later the same year and there is still much 
discontent within the sub-centre and the 
community about how he was treated.
 Charlie held the chairmanship from 1990 
to 1995 and again from 2013 to 2018.
 George, Charlie and Paul all remember the 
time before mobile phones when the duty 
coordinator had to stay home, close to the 
phone at all times including weekends, in 
case the ambulance was needed. Wives often 
became involved in monitoring the phones 
as well.
 Charlie mentioned how much the rescue 
helicopter had helped in the treatment of 
seriously ill or injured patients who can now 
be air-lifted and are in a metropolitan hospital 
in minutes rather than hours.
 They all agreed that mobile phones have 
revolutionised the service – no longer do 
landlines have to be monitored and volunteers 
can also call the clinical specialists for advice 
while on the road.
 George, Paul and Charlie have been 
honoured by the Toodyay sub-centre 
and acknowledged as being big hearted 
unassuming volunteers who for over 40 
years, have just got on with the job.
 The sub-centre volunteers and our 
community salute you.
 Our long-term administration assistant, 
Carolynne Haigh resigned from St John 
late in February. We will feature a story on 
Carolynne in next month’s Herald.

https://bit.ly/3kads2R
https://bit.ly/3uvjccy
https://bit.ly/3dAhe4v
https://bit.ly/3ka4frk
https://bit.ly/2NrBHOg
https://bit.ly/2ZFRcEA
https://bit.ly/2ZFRcEA
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All money raised goes towards our first permanent home in 101 years.

For bulky quantity collections please call Max Howard on 
9574 2102 for pick up.

Alternatively, when you present your eligible containers for change and you 
quote our ID: C10299385 your donation will be sent directly to our Sub-Branch.

Our red CFC bins are available for community and large private functions.

RSL	Toodyay	Sub-Branch	sincerely	thank	the	
Toodyay	community	for	their	support	with	our	

Containers	for	Change	scheme

RSL	Toodyay	Sub-Branch	sincerely	thank	the	
Toodyay	community	for	their	support	with	our	

Containers	for	Change	scheme

The Toodyay Progress 
Association 
Brian Foley, Chairman

I HAVE to apologise, as this is going 
to be brief. The Hills fires have been all 
consuming and have not allowed any 
time for the TPA.  Hope this changes 
soon.
 We still believe that the shire is 
struggling financially and at the February 
council meeting we saw a hint of this.
 The Toodyay Recreation Centre is an 
endless money pit and we again queried 
the final costs.  We may get an answer 
next month.
 Concerned community members 
asked about the agreements and use of 
facilities offered by managers Clublinks.  
Any council decisions have been put 
off for a month to allow for community 
consultation.
 We also learnt that although Clublinks 
is being paid a management fee, any 
shortfall on the running costs will be 
picked up by the shire.
 I recently read an article about councils 
which do not reserve sufficient funds for 
maintenance and how it comes back to 
bite them.
 We know the Toodyay Shire is in 
similar circumstances.  So again, we will 
be going over the budget for 2021/22 
when it comes out for comment.
 As always, we point out that we are 
a not-for-profit, volunteer advocacy 
group, that has not and will not run, 
support or endorse elected candidates 
for the Council of the Shire of Toodyay.

Shire to pick up tab 
on running costs

Rules of council conduct explained

Continued from Page 3.

through the burning landscape.
 “The lead car was hit by a falling tree and a 
power pole with two transformers crashed eight 
metres from my car,” said Ernie.
 The Holmes’ driveway was so busy during 
and after the fire that Ernie now calls it Hay 
Street.
 Rumours, like wildfire, spread quickly during 
a crisis and the ignition point in Werribee Road 
in Wooroloo and reports of widespread looting 
were doing the rounds.
 “It started when a meth lab blew up. No, it 
was a woman using an angle grinder ...” were 
some of the unsubstantiated reports.
 Gidgegannup Produce and Saddlery owner 
Bob Stevens was at home at noon on February 
1 when, 300m from his home in Werribee Road, 
he saw a fire start in a paddock next to a sea 
container.
 “Nothing exploded,” said Bob.
 As for the reports of ‘rampant’ looting, 

Mundaring Police have not recorded any 
incidents, but there was an attempted break in 
at Gidge One Stop on Saturday night after the 
fire.
 Everyone is doing what they can to support 
those affected by the fire. People are ‘paying 
forward’ haircuts at Gidge Hairdressing Salon, 
ice at Bottle-O-Gidge Grog, and food and 
beverages at the IGA and Gidge Takeaway 
which are both cooking up a storm to feed the 
legion of Western Power crews working to 
repair the devastated grid infrastructure.
 Local electricians Brian Allen, Glen Melton 
and Torben Poulsen are in high demand 
to restore private power poles, replace 
underground wiring and connect generators.
 “We expect to be flat out for the next two 
months and we’re doing all that we can,” said 
Brian.
 Gidgegannup Bakery and Cafe proprietor 
Antje Buurman Bode was cut off by the 
relocated Covid border and decided to close 
the bakery for a week on February 8.

Rumours spread like wildfire amid crisis 
 “We made sandwiches and gave the CWA all 
the food, pies and milk to distribute; we helped 
out where we could,” said Antje.
 Down the track, Tim Eva’s Nursery will be on 
hand to help fire-affected owners re-establish 
trees on their properties and a local architect has 
offered to prepare plans for rebuilding Tilden 
Park properties.
 Remedial masseur Lidia Myburgh has 
provided vouchers for local brigade members.
 “They are always there for us, so it’s just 
looking after the people who look after us,” 
said Lidia.
 The heroic efforts of local volunteer brigades 
and career fire fighters saved 196 homes in 
the fire zone and not one life was lost – a 
remarkable result given the ferocity and speed 
of the fire. 
 For many, it will be a long road back to 
recovery but survivors will inherit an even 
stronger and more tightly knit community 
which knows how to pull together when it 
counts.

FEBRUARY threw uncertainty back into our 
lives.
 First the reappearance of Covid-19 in Perth 
and a sudden shutdown, then days later the 
Wooroloo bushfire emergency.
 Be mindful such events exacerbate stress in 
some in our community. Be patient and support 
our own.
 The Shire of Toodyay Annual Electors’ 
Meeting on February 4 had low staff, 
councillor and community attendance due to 
the emergencies and concluded within seven 
minutes.
 Two questions were taken from the floor.
 Thank you to Darren West MLC for the 
awareness and benefit Toodyay has received 
with the election promise of $100,000 each 
to our RSL and the local arts group Home 

of Culture and Arts Toodyay, $15,000 for 
the Morangup Hall and $2500 each for the 
Bejoording community and Marsupial Mammas 
and Pappas Wildlife Care.
 The Julimar Fire Brigade upgrade tender was 
awarded to Stallion Homes.
 The shire’s annual budget review is underway, 
and the policy review workshops have begun.
 Despite real-time video of meetings, confusion 
still arises as to council processes, so I will 
explain.
 Councillors should prior to the meeting have 
read and have sought answers they require to 
allow informed decisions.
 When a councillor enters the council chamber, 
they should be comfortable that they understand 
all aspects of that item to decide.
 There are several resources available.
 First is to read the agenda and attachments and 
ask the CEO or shire officers for clarity.
 These answers are emailed to all councillors 
and attached to the agenda briefing on the Shire 
website.
 Attend agenda briefings to hear what fellow 
councillors raise.
 It often prompts questions not previously 
considered.

 Check the Acts, local laws and policies, view 
a site or speak to those concerned.
 There are, however, strict guidelines to 
interacting with proponents.
 Once informed, a decision should not be 
made before the meeting because council 
debate should test the councillor’s thoughts of 
the item before the vote.
 It is an important part of reaching the best 
decision on the facts of the case before council 
and part of being an effective councillor.
 A Point of Order means a point within 
Standing Orders (the rules under which of 
council operates) has not been upheld.
 The Presiding Member (chair) must stop the 
meeting and make a ruling (decision) on that 
point, but to do so the councillor must state the 
point of order not upheld.
 If the point is not identified, the Presiding 
Member cannot rule, so the meeting continues.
 The difference between an explanation and 
debate, is described by the Oxford Dictionary:
 Explanation is a ‘statement or account that 
makes something clear’.
 Debate means to ‘argue about a subject or a 
formal discussion on a particular matter’.
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RSL Toodyay Sub-Branch
Heather Brennan

OUR THANKS go out to all our sub-branch 
members and the wider Toodyay community 
of volunteer fire fighters who helped fight 
the devastating Wooroloo/Gidgegannup 
bushfire.
 We would also like to thank anyone who 
volunteered to open their home to our service 
and ex-service personnel should they need it 
after the fire.
 Offers of beds and housing pets, plus help 
with technology were very much appreciated 
and fortunately not needed.
 These offers were from our always 
generous Toodyay community along with 
the wider metropolitan area.

Containers for Change to 
boost RSL fundraisers

CWA looks forward to exciting 
months ahead

From left: Maria Pepe, Rose-Maree Rootham, Maxine Walker, Val Byron, Evelyn Oliver and 
Vivien Street with CWA Australia Day nominee Sean Byron.

Breda Calderwood served up barbecue 
delights at the Duidgee Park event.

 Our sub-branch held a well-attended 
social barbecue at Duidgee Park and it was 
wonderful to see so many of our members 
turn out and everyone mixing together.
 We also invited past and present service 
personnel to this event as a meet and greet, 
to inform them of available services and to 
offer our friendship, regardless of whether 
they wish to join or not.
 The purpose was not only to make them 
aware of the RSL presence in Toodyay but to 
let them know that we are grateful for their 
service.
 The sub-branch thanks those who attended 
and we hope we can help you, or see you 
sometime in the near future.
 We also thank our special guests Shane 
Love MLA State Member for Moore, Darren 
West MLC Member for Agriculture Region, 
Barni Norton Labor for Moore, Darren Slyns 
Liberal for Moore and Rob Forster Liberal 
for Central Wheatbelt.
 The event gave Mr West the opportunity 
to publicly announce the Labor Party’s 
$100,000 promise towards our new home 
should they be returned and gave us the 
chance to seek additional support.
 This month we will be at the Toodyay 
Farmers Market and we would love to 
answer any questions anyone may have on 
membership, welfare, niche wall plaques, 
our Containers for Change scheme and any 
other subjects that may arise.
 We attend the Farmers Market twice a year 
and look forward to seeing our members, 
friends and potential new members and 
friends.
 Please look for our red Containers for 
Change bins at the market and other public 
events as all funds go towards our first 
permanent home in more than 101 years.
 We thank the shire for allowing us to 
use our bins at Toodyay’s Australia Day 
celebrations.
 Members, please note our catering at 
Duidgee Park for the Black Dog ride on 
Sunday March 21 is the same day as our 
market stall.
 The next general meeting will be on 
Saturday April 10.

County Women’s Association
Elizabeth Mansom

ON AUSTRALIA Day, CWA members 
turned out in force to support our Citizen of 
the Year nominee Sean Byron whose input 
to our small community is always very much 
appreciated.
 The branch is very grateful to Milly Heath 
for chairing the AGM on January 28 and we 
are indebted to Elaine Hall for auditing our 
accounts.
 President, Maxine Walker and vice-
president, Elizabeth Mansom, accepted 
nomination and were re-elected to their 
positions for a third year.
 We are still finalising the positions of 
secretary and treasurer which became vacant 
due to the treasurer’s inability to continue, 
and the secretary having completed the 
maximum three-year term of service.
 After the AGM, we had lunch and then an 
informal planning meeting was held during 
which we tried to decide functions and 
outings for the year – Covid permitting, of 
course.

 May looks to be an exciting month.  
We pencilled in a cancer morning tea on 
Thursday 13 and a retro stall on Saturday 22.
 The emphasis will be on retro clothing for 
sale but I’m sure you will find the usual jams, 
chutneys, scones, books and bric-a-brac to 
browse.
 Our sister city branch Bayswater celebrated 
its 67th birthday on February 18 and four of 
us made the trip. The celebration was our 
first inter-branch function since this time last 
year.
 In spite of Covid rules, we had a joyous 
time, and we look forward to catching up 
with more of our CWA sisters in the coming 
months.
 With some new members joining and the 
promise of greater branch interaction, it 
looks to be a year of fun and fellowship.
 CWA meets in the hall in Stirling Terrace 
on the fourth Thursday of each month.
 There is plenty of parking in Charcoal Lane 
with disabled access at the side of the hall.
 To book the hall please contact Bev Casey 
on 0488 722 874.
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Safe and Scenic Toodyay Road
Andrew and Charmian St John

ONE OF the pleasures of living in Toodyay is 
its proximity to Perth and that the relatively 
short journey to the city is through a beautiful 
combination of bush and farming country.
 Even in the height of summer the bare pastures 
are accompanied by the sparkling greenery of 
majestic Wandoo, Jarrah, Marri and River gums 
with all their supporting flora and fauna.
 There are few more beautiful spectacles than 
driving up from town at any time of year in the 
late afternoon and seeing the unique effect of the 
setting sunlight on our resplendent bush.
 It contributes immeasurably to Toodyay being 
a great place to live and, of course, to visit.
 Another perspective might be that of commuters 
who curse the slower-moving vehicles, the 
increasing number of heavy vehicles and the lack 
of places to safely overtake.
 We have all experienced these frustrations 
and for some they far outweigh the value of the 
splendour of the natural bush beside the road.
 Such frustrations, along with other factors, lead 
to accidents, near misses and the need to improve 
the road.
 If you are in the frustrated driver category you 
will be happy to see the recent road improvements 
in the Jingaling Brook area.
 For those of us who enjoy the spectacle and 
heritage of Toodyay Road and its accompanying 
countryside, the recent widespread clearing is 
extremely depressing and far exceeds what we 
were led to believe would take place in the so-
called consultation process.
 Judging by anecdotal conversations and social 
media traffic, there is a significant number of 
people who don’t accept that there needs to be 
this amount of environmental destruction as a 
necessary price to pay for improved road safety.
 After the Jingaling Brook improvements are 

Too much bush cleared

Toodyay burial site to be 
acknowledged with sign

Large tracts of native vegetation have been removed in roadworks on Toodyay Road.

Names for stone tools used 
to gather bush tucker

completed which include passing lanes, there are 
scheduled roadworks from Clackline Road to the 
Sandplain and Salt Valley Road junctions and also 
at the junction of Fernie and Toodyay Roads.
 The former will involve clearing trees and 
vegetation up to 10 times more than has taken 
place at Jingaling Brook and will lead to the loss 
of many mature Wandoos in possibly the most 
scenically attractive part of Toodyay Road.
 A significant number of us do not want this 
clearing to happen on such a scale and since these 
planned improvements are not yet funded, we ask 
that other options and designs be considered. 
 The need for improvement is completely 
accepted but we are advocating for alternative 
ways to make driving safer other than by building 
a road that will allow for increased speed and 
limit any consequences for speeding drivers by 
removing more trees than necessary.
 Rather than increasing the speed of traffic, 
what about enhancing safety in certain locations 
through more prominent and variable speed 
warning indicators, speed cameras, increased 
police presence, strategically placed speed 
restrictions, audible noise strips and hard 
shoulders?
 Compromise is required on both sides – not 
every tree can be retained but nor is total road 
safety a goal that can be achieved no matter the 
environmental cost. 
 With a reputed budget of $100 million for the 
upgrading of a mere 27kms of road, one also 
wonders about the financial sense of this whole 
exercise.
 We need a compromise that incorporates road 
design that is more sensitive to the environment 
but also contributes to a safer Toodyay Road.
 It should not be beyond the bounds of our 
community to reach such a compromise in relation 
to future road improvements.
 If you would like to contribute to the campaign 
for a Safe and Scenic Toodyay Road, please 
contact info@sastr.com.au.

Noongar Kaartdijin Aboriginal 
Corporation (NKAC)

THE NKAC is excited to be in the design 
stage of the Noongar Interpretive Board to 
be placed at the lookout at Pelham Reserve.
 Expect to see a board highlighting the 
wonderful view of surrounding boodja 
(country) through cultural interpretation, 
artwork and Noongar language.
 A huge thanks to the Shire of Toodyay for 
some funds and a special mention to Greg 
Warburton in the shire reserves management 
team who is providing support and guidance.
 Other sponsors for this project include 
Arc Infrastructure, Toodyay Op Shop and 
Toodyay and Districts Bendigo Community 
Bank.
 While working on this project, the NKAC 
is also providing support to the shire for 

the correct and appropriate wording for the 
‘burial site’ signage project to be placed 
adjacent to the burial ground behind the 
sports pavilion at the showgrounds.
 While meeting with Noongar Elder Francis 
Gillespie and her family recently as part of 
these burial ground discussions, we were 
pleased and excited to be advised of the 
location of the traditional Noongar camping 
grounds not far away on shire land along 
West Toodyay Road and the old Aboriginal 
reserve (now on private property) along the 
Goomalling Road.
 If you would like to help with any funds 
towards the Pelham signage project please 
contact our secretary Helen Shanks at 
hjshanks@bigpond.com.
 We would love you or your business to be 
involved.
 Keep up to date via our Facebook page.

Noongar Waangkiny
Elder Charmaine Miles

KAYA  – hello.
 This month I would like to talk about tools 
and gathering traditional foods.
 In order to hunt and gather food, Noongar 
people traditionally made stone tools and 
used different shaped tools for specific 
purposes.
 Stones that we shaped like axes, we call 
kodja which were attached to a wooden 
handle for chopping and shaping wooden 
objects.

 Small, slender blades were used for cutting 
and slicing.
 Some tools were attached to spears using 
oryongka (kangaroo) resin sinews to create 
a handle, making the tool easier to use.
 To make flour, we would grind acacia seeds 
with a round stone that fitted neatly into our 
hands.
 The flat stones we call mullers would be 
worn smooth by grinding.
 (Reference: noongar culture.org.au.)

This month’s words
kodja – axe   muller – flat grinding stone
merenj – food                       kaarla – fire

mailto:info@sastr.com.au
mailto:hjshanks@bigpond.com
http://noongarculture.org.au/
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Program guide
MONDAYS: 11am The Green Hour; 1pm 
Swooners and Crooners and 2pm Jazz.
 Tuesdays: 8pm Hooked on Classicals.
 Wednesdays: 11am The Green Hour 
(repeat); 8pm Wide World of Folk and 9pm 
Blues.
 Thursdays: Noon Wide World of Folk 
(repeat).
 Fridays: 11am The Green Hour (repeat); 
7pm Ready 4 Country; 8pm Ready 4 Retro, 
and 9pm Ready 2 Rock.
 Saturdays: Noon Country (old) and 1pm 
Country (new).
 Sundays: 9am Hooked on Classicals 
(repeat); Noon Ready 4 Country (repeat); 
8pm Swooners and Crooners (repeat) and 
9pm Jazz.
 Daily 10am and 3pm What’s On in Toodyay 
community information.

Bolgart News
Pam McGill

FIVE new students have started attending 
school for the first time – a big welcome 
to Harley Judson, Emilia Clarke, Emma 
Crawford, Jaxyn Knowles and Evelyn 
Edmonds.
 A belated goodbye to Molly Snooke who 
won the prestigious 2020 Albert Clarke 
Memorial Award for Bolgart Primary School 
which was presented to Molly by Neville and 
Bevan Clarke.
 Molly is now off to Guildford Grammar 
School; best of luck Molly.
 The inter-school swimming carnival will 
be held at Goomalling on Friday March 5
 Awards for Aussie of the Month were won 
by Elise Edmonds and Alexander Edmonds.
 Merit certificates were won by Junior 
Room students Evelyn Edmonds, Emilia 
Clarke, Harley Judson, Emma Crawford and 
Jaxyn Knowles. Senior Room certificates 
were awarded to Eowyn Moore and Harrison 
Wallis.
 Bolgart Hotel had a great night of music 
recently with solo artist Daniel Jennis from 
Calingiri entertaining a crowd of people 
including young Leo and Emilee Glass from 
Calingiri.
 The music was wonderful, and the meals 
were fantastic, so thank you Craig, Wendy 
and staff for a terrific night enjoyed by all.
 Three generations of the Syred family, Phil 
and Serena, son Matthew and some of Phil 
and Serena’s grandchildren also enjoyed the 
Bolgart Hotel event.

LOCAL prospector Nick Hocking recently 
uncovered some interesting historical 
artefacts in Toodyay.
 Mr Hocking is a professional gold 
prospector who spends his spare time 
detecting historical relics and coins.
 One of his most treasured finds is a 1910 
Newcastle municipality dog registration 
tag, the only one found with the full word 
Newcastle on it.
 The tag was found next to a very rare 1873 
Gothic florin coin.
 Mr Hocking has also recovered famous 
English cricket captain W G Grace’s cricket 
buckle commemorating the visit of 12 of 

Prospector unearths more 
rare local artefacts

1873 Gothic florin.

Newcastle municipality dog tag.

W G Grace’s cricket buckle.

England’s finest cricketers to Victoria in 
1873.
 Each player was given a special buckle 
to wear during the tour and Mr Hocking’s 
buckle is the only one found so far.
 As a keen historian and member of the 
Toodyay Historical Society, he is motivated 
by delighting in returning items to property 
owners.
 “I now enjoy finding relics nearly as much 
as finding gold,” Mr hocking said.

What’s on 2J2AIR

Molly heads off to Guildford
Around the greens

LADIES League Fours were held on 
February 16 at Goomalling.
 Two games were played before the 
temperature was too hot to continue, so 
results were based on the two games played.
 Bolgart team of Merle Manuel, Barbara 
Mottershaw, Deb Campbell and Pam McGill 
were runners-up, so well done to the girls.
 The Men’s Fours Two Day Classic and 15th 
anniversary was held on February 9 and 10.
 Covid-19 lockdown meant three teams 
couldn’t come from Perth, with another team 
from Esperance unable to attend due to a 
team member’s illness.
 After a ring-around, four extra teams were 
secured bringing the number to 14 teams – a 
full rink.
 Well done to captain Edward Ludemann 
for organising the substitutions.
 The two-day event has been running for 
15 years very successfully with clubs from 
Mukinbudin in the east and metropolitan 
Wanneroo, as well as local clubs.
 Players received a 2021 memento for the 
15th anniversary of a stubby holder listing 
all the generous sponsors.
 Overall winners were Shane Manuel, 
Kristian Carr, Jon Park and Bailey McDonnel 
(Northam/Goomalling) with runners-up 
Todd Meston, Chris Schell, Bruce Clark and 
Lester Snooke (Bolgart/Goomalling).
 The winners of Day 1 were Andrew 
Watson, John Jaworski Snr, John Jaworski 
Jnr and Barry Young (Toodyay).
 Day 2 winners were Darren Manuel, 
Phil Becker, Brad King and Glenn McGill 
(Wongan/Northam/Geraldton/Bolgart).

Men’s Fours overall winners (from left) Jon Park, Kristian Carr, Shane Manuel, Bailey 
McDonnell and Kevin Manuel.
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Kip Venn

A COUPLE of incidents that happened to 
me while driving a school bus last year 
have prompted me to let readers know 
some details about school buses.
 Twice, when driving a loaded bus, I was 
indicating to turn right and drivers have 
incorrectly assumed that I was saying it 
was okay to pass me and have done so, 
narrowly avoiding crashing into the side 
of the bus.
 Please note that if I think it is safe for 
you to pass and I want you to do it, I will 
indicate to the left, slow down and pull 
over to the left side of the road.
 Be patient as school buses frequently 
stop and it won’t be long before you can 
pass safely.
 When passing a stationary school bus 
from either direction, slow down.
 Although students are taught to stand 
and wait for the bus to pull away, they 
sometimes don’t and this can be hazardous.
 Drivers passing buses at speed when 
children are getting off is all too common.
 Buses are high-sided vehicles which 
means drivers can’t pull off to the left 
hand side of the road as readily as a car or 
ute can when approaching ‘head on’ on a 
narrow road.
 Give buses plenty of room, particularly 
when there are gutters off the edges of the 
bitumen
 Buses are not easy to manoeuvre and 
have many driver blind spots both front 
and rear but particularly to the left hand 
front where there is a large structural pillar 
which can block the driver’s view.
  When approaching an intersection 
shared with a bus, don’t assume he’s seen 
you.
 Sometimes he can’t see you and this also 
applies when you are behind a bus.
 Remember – if you can’t see my mirrors, 
I can’t see you.

Toodyay District High School 
Parents & Citizens Association
Kelly-Anne Murray, President

THE TOODYAY District High School 
Parents and Citizens Association was 
delighted to receive a donation of recycled 
sports equipment from Fair Game.
 Fair Game is a not-for-profit organisation 
which distributes donated recycled sports 
equipment in communities to improve young 
people’s access to the health benefits of 
exercise.
 Thanks to collaboration between the Shire 
of Toodyay, the school and P&C, students 
will have additional sports equipment to play 
with at recess and lunch and for use in the 
school sports program.

 From new sports equipment to school 
facility improvements and access to 
opportunities, this year is going to be an 
exciting and fruitful year for the Toodyay 
District High School P&C.
 We begin the year with a commitment 
of $16,000 towards the improvement of 
school facilities which will be achieved in 
partnership with the school.
 Improvements will include resurfacing the 
primary school basketball court, a shade sail 
for the playground on the oval, new lockers 
for Year 10 students and new furniture for 
the library.
 The P&C aims to raise funds to install 
shade sails over two more playgrounds, and 
to support requests for financial contributions 
towards a range of school activities such as 
bus transport for camps, excursions, and 
country week and interschool sports days.
 In addition, the P&C is committed to 
improving the aesthetics of the school 
grounds to create an environment which Toodyay DHS School Council

Dr Guy Boggs, retiring Chairperson 

TOODYAY is a special community.
 We have the best of all worlds – a thriving 
agricultural district, a vibrant tourism sector, 
people who actively choose regional life and 
an absolutely beautiful town.
 A community is of course only as good 
as the next generation and Toodyay District 
High School (TDHS) is an integral part and 
reflection of our community.
 It is in all our interests to ensure our school 
is the best it can be.
 A school council plays a critical role in a 
school, working closely with and providing 
critical advice to the principal on key 
challenges and opportunities facing our 
school.
 Our TDHS School Council is composed of 
teachers, parents and community leaders, and 
of course our outstanding principal David 
Ball.
 This combination of committed individuals 
provides a valuable mix of perspectives 
and provides a critical contribution to the 
governance and decision making within the 
school.
 Balancing advice on internal issues facing 
the school while also looking at external 
threats or opportunities that may affect the 
school is important.
 I have had the pleasure of chairing the 
TDHS School Council for the past three 
years and have worked closely with Mr 
Ball to develop and implement a three-year 
strategic plan for this school.
 The 2018-2020 Strategic Plan laid out a 
clear commitment to four priorities:

Local community group recipients of recycled sports equipment donated by Fair Game.

School grounds set for makeover

generates a sense of place and belonging, 
stimulates play and supports learning.
 If you have ideas or a vision of what our 
school grounds could be, please contact 
Kelly-Anne Murray on pandctoodyaydhs@ 
gmail.com, 0406 585 716 or message via the 
Facebook page – search Toodyay DHS P&C.

Literacy and numeracy on the rise
 Priority 1) a commitment to academic 
excellence;  2) a commitment to high- quality 
teaching and learning; 3) a commitment to 
building a positive and inclusive learning 
environment and, 4) a  commitment to 
community relationships.
 As the plan came to an end, it was 
incredibly rewarding to see the progress the 
school had made in those three years.
 In this time, the school has employed 
an attendance officer who has tightened 
attendance processes and improved 
attendance rates of students.
 The school has significantly increased the 
number of students achieving OLNA, an 
online literacy and numeracy assessment that 
students need to pass by the end of Year 10.
 Data collected from standardised testing 
has shown that student progress across all 
year groups tested, has improved over time.
 The pastoral care of students in our school 
has flourished with the introduction of 
celebration days which mark the progress 
and achievement of our students both 
academically and socially.
 The school has commenced delivery 
against its next three-year strategic plan.
 It is the perfect time for new membership 
and a chair to lead a group of people 
committed to the school.
 I encourage those with a commitment to 
leadership, good governance and of course 
our kids to join our school as the next council 
chair.
 If you are interested in being a part of this 
dynamic team please contact school principal 
David Ball on 9578 2000 or email david.
ball@education.wa.edu.au.

Bus driver urges 
patience on road

mailto:pandctoodyaydhs@gmail.com
mailto:pandctoodyaydhs@gmail.com
mailto:david.ball@education.wa.edu.au
mailto:david.ball@education.wa.edu.au
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Wily feral pigs within 10km of Toodyay

Toodyay Farmers Market
Sue Wakka

WE RECENTLY had a great twilight market 
to start the year off, so huge thanks to all who 
helped make it so.
 There was no need to go hungry with 
yummy food supplied by local groups raising 
funds to support their causes: Toodyay 
Locals Care, Avon Valley Shotokan Karate, 
and the Toodyay Men’s Shed along with our 
local lad with pizza on offer.
 Sweets were not forgotten either – choices 
of marshmallows, cupcakes, crackles and our 
new young entrepreneur Xav Bakes who was 
a big hit.
 Along with great music and good weather, 
patrons were able to wander through and 
collect vegies, fruit, wines, honey, jerky, 
jams, plants, along with many choices of 
gifts or things to spoil oneself.
 There was luxurious soap, beautiful laser-
cut wood pieces, resin boards, handpainted 
pots, crystal hangers, pillows, bracelets, a 
doll or two, mosaics, leather goods, chickens 
and even a beautiful wooden flywire door, 
not to mention shingles from the old gaol.
 Toodyay Shire councillors are always at 
our market for you to catch up with.
 Then of course the kiddies had the chance 
to have their faces painted by the lovely 
ladies from the Toodyay Fairytale Farm.
 Then it was on to see the Marsupial 
Mammas and Pappas wildlife rescue group 
to talk to them about their great work – very 
popular.
 So, as you can see there was much to see 
and do, but if you missed it, our next market 
is on Sunday March 21 from 9am to 1pm in 
Stirling Park.

Year kicks off 
with successful 
twilight opener

Crowds at the recent twilight market had 
plenty to see and do.

Toodyay Agricultural Alliance
Frank Panizza

FEBRUARY has generally been a quiet 
month for local farmers and livestock 
producers have had their normal husbandry 
duties of handfeeding hay, grain or feed 
pellets.
 Water supplies are still causing some 
concern to farmers, resulting in some 
resorting to carting water to supplement 
dams or soaks.
  Summer rain early in February has 
damaged what dry summer feed remained in 
paddocks which has resulted in a step up in 
feed required to maintain livestock in good 
condition.
 February and March are the clearing sale 
months on any WA famer’s itinerary.
 These on-farm sales are well attended by 
farmers young and old looking for items 
large or small, a bargain if that’s a possibility, 

Feral pigs can cause severe damage to crops, particularly canola which provides cover for the destructive pests. 

or just a social catch up with farmers near 
and far.
  Personally, I have not ever purchased 
much from clearing sales but I always enjoy 
the social gathering that inevitably comes 
with it. Pleasingly, many attendees are 
younger farmers less than 40 years old.
 A recent event was hosted by Wheatbelt 
Natural Resource Management in Toodyay 
at the CWA hall.
  The meeting was designed specifically for 
the control and management of feral animals 
and was open to all landowners.
  Community groups dealing with land 
management programs, broadacre farmers 
and landowners on smaller lifestyle blocks 
attended. 
 The program was run by Peter Adams and 
Jim Miller from the Department of Primary 
Industries and Resource Development who 
are both specialists in the field.
 Discussion at the meeting was at first about 

foxes, rabbits and feral cats but quickly 
developed into a concentrated session on an 
emerging pest – feral pigs.
  These animals are now regularly seen out 
of reserves and on broadacre farms where 
they are causing severe damage to mature 
crops, particularly canola which offers 
cover and protection to pigs when the crop 
is mature.
 Toodyay Shire President, Rosemary 
Madacsi and Shire reserves management 
officer Greg Warburton also attended.
  Cr Madacsi commented that she 
“understands that feral animals are an 
emerging and troublesome problem” and 
that she had attended the meeting to gain a 
better understanding of the issue. 
 Feral pigs are an emerging problem and 
recently have been sighted within 10km of 
the Toodyay townsite. They are a destructive 
and wily pest which will require a concerted 
effort to manage.

Toodyay Agricultural Society
Alison Wroth, President

PEOPLE sometimes think of community 
group AGMs as boring old meetings that are 
attended by the ‘usual regulars’ and are best 
avoided unless you want a job.
 Well, I am here to tell you all that it was 
a very quick Toodyay Agricultural Society 
Inc. AGM held recently at the showground’s 
Youth Hall.
 Members greeted each other like family; 
there were new faces, hot cuppas and the 
formal business was quickly completed.
 The 2021 Toodyay Show Committee is 
made up of both young, fresh-faced and keen 
community members as well as the ‘regulars’ 
who keep this Show running and have the 
experience and knowledge to organise such 
a historic agricultural and community event.
 Welcome to all our new committee.
 After last year’s cancellation due to the 
Covid-19 restrictions, we can guarantee 
that the Toodyay Agricultural Show will be 
a blast – exciting and just a bit different to 
previous Shows.
 Organising the most historic event in 
our community is very satisfying for all 
members, locals and businesses.
  This year our major sponsors have 
already come on board with Makit Toodyay 
Hardware and Farm supporting the end-of-
day fireworks and Toodyay and Districts 
Bendigo Community Bank sponsoring our 
new-look festive area below the Lee-Steere 
Pavilion.
 CSBP and Deepdale Farm have also proven 
once again to be loyal Show supporters 
enabling us to put on the best Show possible. 
Heartfelt thanks to them all.
 So, everybody, the committee will now be 
working hard to organise a wonderful Show 

Excitement builds for new-look Show
for you all to attend on Saturday October 8.
 Keep a lookout for monthly news in The 
Herald as well as our Facebook page and 
webpage toodyayagsociety.com.au.
 On the website, there is a direct link to our 
ground space stewards – very handy for all 
prospective stallholders.
 The Royal Agricultural Society Rural 
Ambassador Award is being hosted in 
Beverley this year.
 This state-wide, rural-based competition is 
a great way to network and especially add to 
your CV if you are community minded and 
love to challenge yourself.
 If you are between the age of 18 and 30 
years and are interested in entering this 
competition, please contact me on 0437 099 
960 or email our administration officer at 

toodyayagsociety@gmail.com who will  put 
you in touch with me.
 There is nothing better than a change and 
that is what we are looking at with this year’s 
Show. Of course, we will have our Covid 
plan in place and hopefully online ticketing 
and EFTPOS at the gate – with luck.
 There are heaps of new ideas and 
entertainment and we can’t wait to present 
the best agricultural Show on the most scenic 
grounds in the state.

Toodyay Lions Club
Jim Silvester

CALLING all sellers and bidders to a 
fun day at the Lions Jumbo Auction to 
be held on the showgrounds on Saturday 
March 27, not on March 20 as previously 
advertised.
 Goods will be received on Friday March 
26 commencing at 8am. The cost is $5 
per lot and 10 per cent deposit on fall of 
hammer. Buyers tickets are $2.
 The auctioned goods are the responsibility 
of the buyer once sold.
 Please refer to our advertisement on Page 
10.
	 Nett	proceeds	will	benefit	the	community.

Auction to be 
lots of fun

http://www.toodyayagsociety.com.au
mailto:toodyayagsociety@gmail.com


Page 16 THE TOODYAY HERALD March 2021

Toodyay Probus Club
Norm Green and Probus South Pacific 

TENS of thousands of active retirees can 
confirm that the secret to maintaining a 
fulfilling lifestyle in retirement is to stay 
connected with like-minded people.
 From exciting adventures to casual outings, 
for more than four decades Probus Clubs 
have been offering retirees the opportunity to 
discover new interests with new friends.
 The first Probus Clubs in the South Pacific 
were formed in New Zealand’s Kapiti Coast in 
1974 and in Hunters Hill, Australia in 1976.
 Since then, Probus has enriched the lives of 
thousands of retirees across both countries.
 For 45 years, the members of Hunters Hill and 
District Probus have enjoyed various activities 
and outings and despite the pandemic have 
stayed socially connected either technologically 
or face-to-face in smaller groups.

Toodyay Men’s Shed
Graham Hill

THE BOYS are back – not so much the boys 
but the gentlemen of the Toodyay Men’s 
Shed.
 After a short break over Christmas, the 
shed is back in business with several projects 
being undertaken.
 A team of members enjoyed the social 
events of the Toodyay Twilight Markets 
and the Men’s Shed was well supported and 
appreciated as this was the first run for our 
newly fitted out barbecue trailer.
 More recently we received a donation 
of timber including timber burls and some 
members are looking forward to fashioning 
some table tops.
 This donation was kindly received from 
the late Wally Trawinski, a former member 
of the Toodyay Men’s Shed.
 Chairman Fred Fellows said the members 
of the shed were working on several projects 
including making a bed frame for a lady in 
Bolgart, and reproducing a pin ball machine 
for David Eyres, one of our senior members.
 Men Sheds are designed as a place for 
all men of any age to meet, engage in a 
particular project or hobby be it in our metal 
shop, woodwork shop or to just relax and 
enjoy a cup of tea or coffee.

Volunteers of Toodyay Museums
Barry Keens

THIS has been a quiet month for the volunteers 
due to illness and the effects of hot weather.
 Nevertheless, we have continued our 
fundraising and enjoyed a pleasant and 
profitable evening at the twilight market.
 It was a good opportunity to meet some of 
the new arrivals who have made their home in 
Toodyay and tell them about our museums and 
other attractions.
 The new laptop computer will be in operation 
at the Old Gaol Museum on days when it is 
staffed by volunteers and training in its use has 
been completed.
 This will enable visitors to get in-depth detail 
of objects on display and also research many 
others that are in storage.
 Transcription of documents continues, with 
one in the proof reading stage and another being 
researched.
 A new exhibition Families Past, Present and 
Future is being researched and prepared for 
May to coincide with a special event to be held 
when the exhibition opens.
 The volunteers are helping the curator with 
this.
 A reminder to all Shire of Toodyay residents 
that both museums are open from 10am to 3pm 
every day and admission is free, so do come 
along.

Men’s Shed members in action at the Toodyay Twilight Markets.

Chairman Fred Fellowes busy in the metal shop.

The boys are back and raring to go

 You can also try your skills at the pool table 
or watch your favourite DVD.
 You can just chat and exchange ideas, 
maybe hear about a new subject or even bring 
up a new subject yourself.

 Whatever the reason, feel free to join us 
at 5 Harper Road Toodyay on any Monday, 
Thursday or Saturday from 9am to noon.
 For further information please contact the 
secretary on 0408 871 406.

No charge for locals at 
Toodyay museums

Secret to retirement is stay connected
 There are more than 1650 Probus Clubs 
across Australia and New Zealand just like 
Toodyay Probus, which give friendship and 
fellowship to more 120,000 older people, 
enjoying active social programmes.
 As the last year has demonstrated, social 
contact and connections are so important in 
today’s world.
 Clubs have maintained communication and 
support of their members and are actively 
encouraging retired or semi-retired people to 
consider joining Probus.
 Our meetings are followed by interesting 
talks by interesting people and this month is 
no exception.
 One of our members, Colin Yandell will tell 
us about his interest in modelling horse-drawn 
wagons.
 Please contact Joan for any enquiries, on 
0417 171 606.


