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Coming eventsFree Australia Day breakfast draws big crowd to new venue 

WA Nationals President Steve Blyth addresses last month’s Australia Day celebrations at 
Toodyay’s new sport and recreation centre. More pictures Page 10. 

Labor pledges $100,000 to Toodyay RSL

Local volunteer firefighters battle frightening Hills inferno
embers that were blowing everywhere.
 “It was very scary and very dangerous with 
poor visibility and lots of fallen power lines.
 “We were able to supply water from our 
Toodyay tanker up to guys from another 
brigade working a hose on the roof to defend 
it from burning embers.
	 “We	were	also	able	to	stop	the	fire	in	a	lot	of	
dense vegetation behind the tavern (pictured 
above) to prevent it reaching the building.
	 “By	 the	 time	we’d	finished,	whole	 area	
looked like a moonscape”.
 Continued on Page 5.

New HQ plan rescued after 
council vote debacle
dismays local veterans

Michael Sinclair-Jones

THE McGowan Government has pledged 
$100,000 to help build new local headquarters 
for Toodyay Returned and Services League 
(RSL) members if it wins the March 13 State 
Election.
 An election announcement was postponed 
earlier this month when  WA political parties 
agreed to suspend their campaigns to focus 
on containing Perth’s new Covid-19 outbreak 
and supporting a large-scale lockdown.
 The Toodyay Shire Council agreed in 2017 
that the RSL could use a former shire parks 
and gardens depot in Clinton Street for its 
new headquarters.
 The group had previously met in the 
cramped front foyer of the town’s historic 
Memorial Hall under a long-standing 
arrangement with the former Toodyay Roads 
Board.
 Labor’s new funding pledge follows the 
failure of Toodyay councillors at a meeting 
two months ago to agree on how to proceed.
 A December council motion “to allow 
further workshopping and deliberation” for 
the project was lost 4-5.
 A subsequent bid to re-affirm a 2017 
council	 decision	 to	 finalise	 an	 agreement	
with the RSL and undertake site maintenance 
by June 30 this year was also lost 1-8.
 The two defeats prompted the withdrawal 
of a foreshadowed motion to defer a council 
decision until January, leaving RSL delegates 
in the public gallery surprised and dismayed 
by the outcome.
 Toodyay Shire President Rosemary 
Madacsi moved this month to reassure 
RSL members in her President Pen column 
on Page 9 that a decision on the new 
headquarters would go back to the council 
“in coming weeks”.
 The local RSL says Labor’s $100,000 
funding	 pledge	will	 go	 towards	 five	 new	
toilets, a kitchen and other member facilities 
in a large metal shed at the Clinton Street site.
  Labor’s pledge would also help to attract 
more grant money from other funding bodies 
for the $900,000 project.
Continued on Page 3.

FRIGHTENING scenes confronted Toodyay 
volunteer	firefighters	when	 local	brigades	
rushed	to	battle	a	huge	uncontrolled	bushfire	
that destroyed dozens of Hills homes this 
month and forced hundreds of residents to 
flee	to	emergency	evacuation	centres.
 Toodyay Central Brigade members 
helped save the Noble Falls Tavern from 
being	 destroyed	 on	 the	first	 night	 of	 the	
devastating inferno.
	 The	massive	bushfire	was	thought	to	have	
started in a house in Worooloo amid soaring 
temperatures on the Monday afternoon.

A Toodyay volunteer firefighter confronts an approaching wall of flame racing towards the rear of the Noble Falls Tavern.

 Strong easterly winds caused it to race 
quickly out of control across hundreds of 
square kilometres of farms and densely 
vegetated bush towards other Hills 
communities near Perth.
 “It was dark when we got to Gidgegannup 
and	 the	fire	 had	 already	 crossed	Toodyay	
Road,”	 one	Toodyay	 volunteer	 firefighter	
said.
	 “The	 fire	was	 travelling	 at	 great	 speed	
through big trees and the heat was intense.
 “It was burning all around us as far as we 
could see and showering the tavern with hot 

Toodyay cafes 
suffer as virus 

roadblocks return
LOCAL cafes and other tourism operators 
suffered a sudden downturn at the start of this 
month when the State Government imposed 
a new five-day emergency lockdown to 
contain a fresh outbreak of the deadly 
Covid-19 virus in Perth.
 A police roadblock was reimposed on 
Toodyay Road near Morangup Road and 
officers	 turned	 away	 all	motorists	without	
an exemption or a valid reason to travel.
 Residents in Perth, Peel and South-West 
were ordered to stay home or wear face 
masks if they had go out in public for 
essential reasons such as to shop for food.
Continued on Page 5.

Farmers Market 
Saturday February 20
Music Fest March 27
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Ol’ Blind Joe
Illegal relief

 Medical marijuana is made from the 
cannabis sativa plant and has been shown to 
relieve pain, prevent or reduce nausea and 
vomiting,	and	have	an	anti-inflammatory	
effect.
 Australian singer and four-time Grammy 
Award winner Olivia Newton-John is 
among	medical	marijuana’s	 high-profile	
supporters and has revealed that she uses 
the drug for “pain maintenance and sleep”.
 A study by German scientists published 
in the international medical journal 
Nature Medicine reported “a profound, 
long-lasting improvement of cognitive 
performance” resulting from low, regular 
doses of tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), 
one of the main active ingredients or 
cannabinoids found in marijuana.
 The study found that THC may help to 
keep our brains from “slowing down as 
we get older” and noted a considerable 
performance boost that continued for 
weeks afterward.
 “If we can rejuvenate the brain so that 
everybody gets five to 10 more years 
without needing extra care then that is 
more than we could have imagined,” the 
researchers said.
 I have a friend who after much pain and 
a	 long	 time	on	 opioids	 has	finally	 been	
allowed to get medicinally approved 
marijuana pain relief.
 Legendary cannabis activist Jack Herer 
(1939-2010) published a 1985 magnum 
opus titled The Emperor Wears No Clothes 
which through painstaking research told 
the hidden history of hemp – the once-
revered crop cultivated for more than 
10,000 years.
 The so-called ‘Hemperor’ left his mark 
on American subculture by reviving age-
old cultures, studies and assertions that 
cannabis	 for	 food,	fibre,	 fuel,	medicine,	
recreation, and other purposes can solve 
most of the world’s most consequential 
environmental, social and economic 
problems.
 I met him in 1995 at the Mardi Grass 
Fiesta del Locoweed in Nimbin, NSW.
 He and I broke every rule Nimbin ever 
had	in	an	hour	of	peaceful	defiance.
 There were certain rules at the local pub: 
hippies could frolic downstairs and in the 
beer garden out the back, but dare not enter 
the public bar, which was verboten.
 Jack and I sauntered straight up to the 
forbidden bar, got some beers, sat at the 
middle table and lit a delightful joint of 
hashish.
 Faint murmurs were heard but not a soul 
did stir and the barman’s head hung low, 
knowing the battle was won.
 The illegality of cannabis is outrageous, 
an impediment to full utilisation of a 
drug which helps produce the serenity 
and insight, sensitivity and fellowship so 
desperately needed in this increasingly mad 
and dangerous world – US astrophysicist, 
author and acclaimed science broadcaster 
Carl Sagan (1934-96).

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
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Office Hours are from 9.30am - 12.30pm on highlighted days
February - March 2021

IN 1973, aged 15, I ran away from home 
and went to a party.
	 In	 the	 front	 room	under	blazing	fluoro	
lights lay sprawled comatose devotees of 
heroin.
 In the backyard beneath a tree under a 
full moon I found laughing people sharing 
joints.
 My decision made, the die was cast.
 Before Federation in 1901, very few laws 
regulated drug use in Australia.
	 Australia’s	first	 drug	 laws	 in	 the	 early	
20th century imposed restrictions on 
opium, primarily to discourage the entry 
of Chinese people to Australia.
 In 1909, US President Theodore 
Roosevelt convened an international 
opium conference which eventually 
resulted in the International Opium 
Convention.
 Australia signed up in 1913 and by 1925 
the convention had expanded to include the 
prohibition of opium, morphine, heroin, 
cocaine and cannabis.
 Most people assume drugs are illegal 
because they are dangerous, but the 
reasons aren’t related to their relative risk 
or harm.
 A 2010 study ranked 20 legal and illegal 
drugs on 16 measures of harm, including 
health damage, economic costs and crime, 
to users and the wider society.
 Alcohol was found to be the most 
harmful drug overall, and cannabis, 
MDMA (ecstasy), LSD and hallucinogenic 
mushrooms among the least harmful.
 At various times around the world, 
coffee has been illegal and cocaine widely 
available.
 Arthritis, cancer, post-trauma pain, post-
surgical pain and any number of other 
conditions, occasionally including psych-
iatric, can produce excruciating pain.
 A third of Australians surveyed in a 
worldwide drug study said they had used 
prescription opioids in the past year, the 
highest number of all countries surveyed.
 Globally, half of the people using 
prescription opioids said they took them 
to get high.
 Opioid painkillers – which come from 
a class of drugs that includes heroin – are 
often prescribed by doctors after an injury 
and, like heroin, are extremely addictive.
 They are powerful pain suppressors but 
change cellular behaviour among certain 
brain cells that results in the cells needing 
more opioids to function.
 When opioids are not available the 
stressed cells actually aggravate pain.
 This biological demand is the basis of 
opioid addiction.
 It’s the reprehensible behaviour by drug 
companies which has resulted in a current 
epidemic of opioids overuse in the US 
which causes up to 50,000 deaths a year 
and much suffering among those addicted.
 More than three million Australians got 
opioid prescriptions in 2016-17 and about 
715,000 people were using the drug for 
non-medical reasons.
 In 2004, WA joined the ACT in 
decriminalising cannabis, meaning it was 
not legal to carry it for your own personal 
use but if caught you wouldn’t get a 
criminal record for doing so.
 Former Labor Premier Geoff Gallop 
also decriminalised the growing of two 
cannabis plants for personal use.
 Apart  from the exorbitant  cost , 
pharmaceutical	preparations	use	modified	
active components of cannabis in medical 
formulations for patently deceitful 
purposes.
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Texas Top Gun happily grounded in Toodyay
Ieva Tomsons

ALLEN Clabaugh has gone from flying 
$US38 million supersonic jets at 2000km/h 
to being happily grounded for 16 years on a 
rural property in Hoddys Well.
 “My dad was a B25 bomber pilot instructor 
during WWII and I guess you could say I’ve 
followed him in some ways.”
 Allen was born in 1944 in Pampa Texas, 
an air force base in the Texas Panhandle 
and once his father retired from the military 
and started working as a civilian, the family 
moved from state to state, eventually 
winding up in Denver, Colorado.
 In his last year of high school he was 
accepted by the University of Colorado on 
a Naval Reserve Officer Training Corps 
scholarship as an electrical engineering 
major but discovered he wasn’t cut out to 
be an engineer.
 “Math really wasn’t my focus and I 
petitioned to change majors to English which 
set me back a year.”
 To make ends meet Allen had to work three 
jobs; waiting tables in fraternity houses, 
cooking in dormitories and a one-year stint 
in a physics laboratory analysing photos of 
high-energy particle trails to verify Einstein’s 
theory of relativity.
 At 19, his punishing academic and 
employment schedule landed him in hospital 
for two weeks with mononucleosis, a virus 
which attacks the immune system.
 In 1968 he got his English degree and 
headed to the Naval Air Station in Pensacola 
Florida for pilot training.
 “During the screening process for training 
they found that my depth perception was not 
good enough to be a pilot but I could become 
a Radar Intercept Officer, the backseater, in 
the F4J Phantom II jet program. But down 
the track I finally realised my dream to be a 
pilot and gained a civilian pilot’s licence – so 
I did get to sit in the front seat.”
 Allen married his first wife in 1968 while 
he was still a student and their first son was 
born in 1969, the same year his fleet squadron 
was deployed to the Gulf of Tonkin, Yankee 
Station, off the coast of Vietnam.
 “Our role was to provide air support for the 
troops on the ground and to protect the US 
Navy forces in and around the gulf.”
 By now he was a 24-year-old Lieutenant 
Junior Grade (2nd Lt) and recalls being 
“scared shitless” on his first combat mission 
when they came under fire.
 “That mission gave me a lot of respect for 
the ground pounders (ground troops). The 
threat for them was constant while we could 
always fly back to the ship and have a nice 
hot meal and a good night’s sleep.”

 Allen completed two tours of duty in 
Vietnam flying 175 combat missions and 
recalls an unexpected medal for a night flight 
to bomb a target which they missed.
 “We always flew with our lights off at night 
but the anti-aircraft gunners could hear us 
and if the guns on the ground were near the 
target we were attacking all they had to do 
was line up on the sound of the jet engines.
 “Halfway down our run, tracers were flying 
over the cockpit and wings and we were way 
too low when we dropped our bombs which 
completely missed the target and landed in 
the jungle where they blew up a munitions 
dump. So the navy awarded me the Air 
Flight/Strike Medal.”
 By the time Allen returned to California 
in 1971 another son had been born and he 
started working as an instructor for student 
F-4J Phantom pilots.
 The following year he became a member 
of an exclusive group of pilots who have 
survived ejecting from a stricken aircraft 

Allen Clabaugh in his study where he keeps mementos of his career as a naval pilot.
using the Martin Baker ejection seat.
 “On a training flight there was a loud bang 
at the back of the plane and the warning lights 
panel lit up like a Christmas tree. One of the 
engines was on fire and we had to eject.”
 Both the trainee pilot and Allen landed 
safely in the sea off San Diego but it was 
almost an hour before a helicopter winched 
him to safety and doctors told him he had 
very narrowly avoided hypothermia.
 Allen was transferred to another F-4J 
Phantom II squadron in 1973, operating off 
the USS America.
 The squadron transitioned to the F14 
Tomcat in 1974 and the following year he 
was among the first F-14 aircrews to fly the 
Tomcat at the Navy Fighter Weapons School, 
also known as Top Gun.
 In 1977 Allen was transferred to the navy’s 
Operational Test and Evaluation fighter 
squadron (VX-4) and from 1977 to 1980 was 
involved in assessing the effectiveness of air-
to-air and air-to-ground weapons systems at 

the Pacific Missile Test Centre at Point Mugu 
California.
 “We would test the systems in real 
operational situations, something we called 
‘shake and bake’.”
 Allen’s first marriage was nearing its 
end and he “wasn’t in a good space” but 
at this time he was transferred to another 
operational F-14 squadron, the VF-213 
Black Lions aboard the aircraft carrier USS 
America.
 In 1981 the massive vessel left Norfolk 
Virginia for the Mediterranean Sea, narrowly 
squeezed through the Suez Canal and sailed 
onto a port visit at Fremantle.
 By now Allen had been promoted to 
Commander (Lt Col.) and it was in Perth that 
he first laid eyes on his second wife Glenys.  
 “They (the squadron) flew over my house 
in South Perth and blew the washing off the 
line – just to let us know they had arrived,” 
laughs Glenys.
 Two days later they met at an officers’ 
dance at the Sheraton and Allen was smitten 
with what he calls “the Glenys effect” and 
they married in 1983.
 That year, Allen, with his new wife at his 
side, was transferred to the North American 
Aerospace Defence Command (NORAD) 
located 610m underground at Cheyenne 
Mountain in Colorado Springs Colorado.
 “I was in the strategic planning division 
and during periods of elevated defence alert 
would stand watch with the battle staff in 
a bunker built to withstand a 30 megaton 
nuclear explosion.”
 At the end of this tour he was offered 
the choice of naval attaché in Argentina or 
instructing at the Maritime Tactical School 
in Portsmouth England.
 “My wife was British, and the Falklands 
War was about to break out, so England it 
was.”
 Prince Andrew was one of Allen’s students 
and the Clabaughs were enjoying a game of 
skittles with the soon-to-be-married royals 
when the paparazzi descended in hot pursuit 
of bride-to-be, Sarah Ferguson. Game over.
 Prior to Allen’s retirement from the 
military in 1990 he was the Caribbean Desk 
Officer for the US Atlantic Command in 
Virginia but the couple had already decided 
to move to Perth.
 With no job but with a Masters Degree 
in Human Resources Management, Edith 
Cowan University snapped Allen up as a 
senior lecturer.
 During his 17 years at the university he 
headed up the Human Resources Management 
coursework stream and managed to squeeze 
in a PhD in Business Studies at the age of 57.
 Now that’s what you call a real Top Gun.

Michael Sinclair-Jones

A CLAIMED $600,000 budget shortfall 
at the end of November has prompted the 
Toodyay Shire Council to delay seeking a 
new $4.5 million loan to pay for the town’s 
new sport and recreation centre.
 The shortfall was claimed in the shire’s 
November accounts which were presented 
to last month’s council meeting.
 Councillors voted 2-4 not to accept the 
accounts after Cr Mick McKeown asked 
questions that CEO Suzie Haslehurst took on 
notice to be answered later due to corporate 
services staff absences.
 Shire President Rosemary Madacsi said 
the final cost of building the new sport and 
recreation centre was being assessed by a 
quantity surveyor and would be provided to 
the council at a later date.
 Cr McKeown said his reading of the shire’s 
November accounts was that “we’ve actually 
spent $600,000 more than we budgeted for”.

 Construction of the new sports and 
recreation centre was funded by a short-term 
interest-only loan which is due to expire on 
March 23 when repayment of the full $4.5 
million debt falls due.
 Cr McKeown opposed replacing it with 
a new 20-year loan to pay off the whole 
amount over the next 20 years.
 Shire Deputy President Beth Ruthven said 
the new loan was planned with a tentative 
interest rate of four per cent, which Ms 
Haslehurst said had yet to be negotiated with 
the State Treasury.
 Cr McKeown said that even with a zero 
per cent interest, the new loan would cost 
the shire at least $54,000 over the next three 
months instead of $8750 in interest-only 
repayments under the current loan.
 “There is no long-term loan mentioned in 
the shire’s long-term financial plan, and it’s 
not in the budget for this financial year,” Cr 
McKeown said.

 “We’ve just seen the figures for November 
and we don’t know the final situation 
following rec centre capital allocations.
 “I don’t know yet what we have to do to 
get these books balanced because we haven’t 
yet done a mid-year budget review.
 “By converting to a long-term loan now – 
when we have to put bread and butter on the 
table – we will actually be monetarily worse 
off.
 “It will reduce the cash flow to the shire 
over the next three months.
 “We’re not going to pay off this loan for 
20 years so if it lasts an extra three months 
in 2041 I’m prepared to wear that to get this 
year’s books balanced.
 “Maybe we do have to extend the short-
term loan until June but let’s make an 
informed decision after the budget review 
instead of an ad-hoc decision that doesn’t 
conform to the current budget.
 “In two meetings from now we can make a 
soundly based assessment of what we should 
do,” Cr McKeown said.
 Councillors voted 4-2 to reject the proposed 
new $4.5 million long-term loan and agreed 
6-0 instead to defer a decision until after next 
month’s mid-year budget review.
 The council also agreed to seek State 
Treasury approval to extend the current 
interest-free loan until June 30.
 Ms Haslehurst said later that the actual cost 
of building the new sports and recreation 
centre was still being assessed, and that 
first-year operating costs were also still being 
assessed.
 An $8000 weekly water bill to establish the 
new grassed playing field and gardens had 
been lowered by reducing watering to twice 
a week.

‘$600,000 shortfall’ queried

Continued from Page 1.
“WE HOPE about half of the value of that 
will come from the shire as earthworks for 
drainage at the back of the block and to build 
a 19-bay car park,” Mr Brennan said.
 “The shed also needs to be lined, the 
concrete floor repaired, new areas created for 
a main hall, kitchen and a private room for 
members’ advocate services, and new space 
created for an extensive library, museum 
items and storage.
 “The project has been costed by a quantity 
surveyor and our plans are fully certified.
 “The total was more than we anticipated 
and we are now targeting other funding 
sources to help raise additional funds.
 “The $100,000 pledge provides the basis 
to apply for more funds but we need the 
council’s agreement before we can go any 
further because the shire owns the land.
 “WA Premier Mark McGowan is a former 
ex-serviceman who understands our needs, 
and local State Labor MP Darren West has 
offered to continue to help with fund raising.
 “We hope this latest announcement will 
encourage Toodyay shire councillors to get 
our long-awaited project back on track.”
 Mr West said he he supported those who 
had served in Australia’s defence forces.
 New polls show that three quarters of all 
West Australians support Mr McGowan’s 
handling of Perth’s latest Covid-19 crisis.
 His high personal approval rating over the 
past 12 months is widely predicted to lead to 
a second term of government at next month’s 
State Election.

Labor pledge
to boost 

Toodyay RSL
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LETTERS

The Toodyay Herald invites you to have your 
say in our letters page. Please email us at 
news@toodyayherald.com.au with your full 
name, address and phone number. Letters 
that are short, sharp and to the point about 
topical local issues are preferred. The Herald 
reserves the right to edit letters for length, 
grammar and punctuation.

The way we were – This photograph of pupils at Toodyay’s former Duke Street School was taken in 1926. Notes written on the back 
identify the first student on the left of the middle row as Leta Wroth and the sixth student in the same row as Mavis Wroth. Photo: 
Newcastle Gaol Museum.

Unwanted box seat
THERE is nothing like having a mineral 
discovery made on your own doorstep to 
sharpen your interest.
 The palladium/gold oxides discovery 
on private farmland off Keating Road in 
the Julimar area is apparently of world 
significance,	palladium	being	such	a	useful	
mineral with a value above that of gold.
 While mining in WA has boosted 
the economy and provided jobs and 
infrastructure, it’s hard to consider the 
benefits	from	a	closely	located	position.
 We sold a broadacre farm in the south east 
and moved here 24 years ago where we have 
developed an attractive lifestyle hobby farm 
with	significant	planting	of	trees	and	shrubs.
 Little did we realise that we were destined 
to become witnesses and reluctant neighbours 
to a major mining development.
 But now we are, and although we do 
not believe that the enormous ‘wheels of 
progress’ can in any way be halted, we rather 
wish we didn’t have such a prime box seat 
to the action.
 We fear that the Julimar Conservation Park 
that surrounds our property on two sides will 
inevitably succumb to the demands of the 
mine, at least in the long run.
 We cannot say what disruptions of dust, 
noise,	 traffic	 or	 other	 unforeseen	 hazards	
might	be	part	of	developing	such	a	significant	
mine site.
 It is early days, and the mining lease has 
to pass several approval processes.
	 An	official	from	Chalice	Mining	has	visited	
us and assured us that it would be sometime 
before mining operations would commence.
 Our concerns for the environment and 
the possible destruction of part or all of the 
surrounding forest with all of the loss of 
habitat and plant cover has of course been 
assuaged by the assurances of the company 
representative that such disruption will of 
course be minimal.
 Our particular unease about possible 
excessive water consumption and the 
production of waste sludge at the mining site 
was not met with any real concern.
 Since we are not on mains water and rely 
on rooftop water collection for all our water 
needs, this is no minor worry.
 Our concern about this extraordinary 
development literally on our doorstep is 
tempered by a fatalistic regard for history.
 If this mining discovery is as important as 
it seems, who are we to oppose it?
 It may be a very important part of bringing 
on a shift to renewable and we are a very 
small consideration in the overall picture.
 However, our concern lies with such stuff 
as the question of where Native Title comes 
into such a major development.
 If this mine is to go ahead, what do the 
Aboriginal people have to say about it?
 Do they know what’s proposed?
 How do they get consulted on this?
 Realistically, we are old and probably don’t 
have a lot of time to worry about living here, 

How cool is our pool?
OUR POOL – is so cool.
 Having waited 57 years for our pool, I can 
finally	say	it	is	brilliant.
  A thousand thank-yous to all, who in many 
and various ways, patiently persisted in 
making it a reality.

Margot Watkins
Toodyay

Poking back at the Panda
OL’ BLIND Joe appears to want us blinded 
by his perceptions, but not having his 
column space to respond to his lengthy 
and apparently ‘learned’ statements in the 
December Herald, I respond only to a few 
issues.
 Education: Are Toodyay people really 
uneducated and unable to understand, 
comprehend and think for themselves?
 Mr Hamilton states this arrogantly by 
citing his watching of international TV on 
both SBS channels which must be a full-time 
occupation. 
 It’s an incredible accomplishment 
watching two channels simultaneously and 
understanding at the same time two different 
languages. Congratulations Mr Hamilton.
 China: If  China has the “historic 
governance” right to operate in the China 
Sea then the Italians, descendants of the 
Romans, ought to occupy most of Western 
Europe.
 That would also apply to any nationality 
which, in the past, dominated parts of the 
globe and could now claim sovereignty after 
hundreds of years.
 However China, as the German SBS news 
on the December 15 clearly reported  (I am 
certain Mr Hamilton listened) that; (a) the 
Chinese Communist Party (CCP) openly 
declares that it wants to dominate global 
economies and, (b) that the CCP  already has 
people working in the top echelons of major 
international corporations. 
 These people are closely aligned with the 
CCP and most likely do not sit dormant in 
their seats. That also applies to the ANZ 
Bank and the submarines built in Australia. 
 Any technical device such as a mobile 
phone or so-called smart phone made in 
China has data links to the CCP.
 You are no longer anonymous but are a data 
base for the CCP. Anyone not recognising 
this drive for domination must be blind.
 The US was strong and also a dominating 
influence	by	applying	political	and	economic	
pressure on those who didn’t adhere to its 
demands.
  The difference between the US of the past 
and China of the present is that the ‘normal’ 
person was/is still able to have an opinion and to 

Calling all choristers
OUR TOWN is blessed with many vocal and 
instrumental music makers.
 A perfect example is the Toodyay Music Fest 
where visiting and local musicians are given a 
rousing response. 
 We could also have a classical music option 
and to this end, I invite singers who want to 
perform oratorio-style choral works to become 
members of a new choir.
 Rehearsals commence on Tuesday February 
9 and will be held each Tuesday  from 7-9pm 
in St Stephen’s Anglican Church Hall.
 At the rehearsals we will practise works 
for specific events such as Easter and 
Christmas concerts, Toodyay Music Fest 
and other community performances. Annual 
membership will be $25.
 Prospective singers can call me on 9574 2122 
between 9am and 5pm.
 I have sung in many classical choirs in 
Australia and overseas and look forward to 
hearing from those who would like to perform 
choral works.

Patricia De Soto-Phillips
Toodyay

but the possible destruction of the forest is 
overwhelmingly depressing, particularly 
as we have spent the past quarter century 
building up something akin to a botanical 
park.

Lyn Dyke and John White
Julimar

speak out loudly whereas China wants everyone 
to think, speak and dance Chinese.
 Yes, there is a need to stand up to the 
domination and destruction of self and our own 
culture of liberal democracy, something which 
is totally foreign to and never experienced in 
China – look at Tibet, Chinese Muslims and 
Hong Kong, and Taiwan seems next on the 
agenda.
 The CCP’s attempt is to be God to all and 
sundry, including you Mr Hamilton and if you 
are not careful or by the time it happens, you 
may no longer be with us. 
 The olive branches offered to Australia in 
August by China were an outreach with a strong 
Chinese adherence to CCP command, working 
with China under Chinese rules and regulations, 
not to be a bi-lateral working agenda.
 Military: China is working very hard to match 
American military might and already promised 
(verbally) to be equal with the US in a short 
time.
  That is not apprehension, that is determinate 
domination and when that happens – watch out 
dear world.
 Mr Hamilton should know there are many 
people in Toodyay who also listen to and 
understand international news, speak several 
languages, have an education beyond that of a 
primary school and even, lo-and-behold, hold 
professorial university degrees.
  We are not mental nincompoops.

Dr Monika Zechetmayr
Toodyay

A salute to our finest
AUSTRALIA DAY always seems to bring 
out the best in our community.
 We honour local heroes, celebrate 
achievements	and	pause	to	reflect	on	what	
makes our place so special.
 This year’s celebrations also marked a 
historic turning point at our community’s 
new $14 million sport and recreation 
centre.
 There were tables and chairs in the shade 
for everyone, councillors didn’t need to 
cook free breakfast in the sun and families 
stayed for a picnic at our beautiful new 
swimming pool.
 There were also more younger faces 
among many regular older citizens singing 
the National Anthem and – with local house 
sales on the rise – one can sense a changing 
of the guard.
 Toodyay real estate agents report a 
noticeable increase in activity as more 
younger buyers in their 30s leave the city 
to join our rural community.
 They include government employees 
and other workers who – after last 
year’s Covid-19 restrictions – now work 
from home and need to visit Perth only 
occasionally.
 Some have already shown a readiness 
to play an active role in our community 
by joining local volunteer organisations, 
including event management committees 
and emergency service brigades.
 The latter were put to test less than a week 
after Australia Day when Perth suddenly 
went into strict Covid-19 lockdown and a 
massive	Hills	bushfire	threatened	our	shire.
 Stirling Terrace was  devoid of visitors as 
police	wearing	face	masks	stopped	traffic	
at a new roadblock on Toodyay Road.
 Then came the inferno.
 At least 71 Hills homes were lost and 
hundreds	of	people	evacuated	as	they	fled	
huge	walls	of	flame	driven	by	intense	heat	
and howling winds.
	 Toodyay	volunteer	firefighters	were	first	
on the scene at Noble Falls Tavern where 
–	 surrounded	by	fire	 and	 showered	with	
burning embers – they supplied water to 
the roof and helped save the tavern.
 Elsewhere, our local volunteers rushed 
from house to house searching for survivors 
as	the	fire	raged	all	around	them,	destroying	
everything in its path, including power 
poles, animals and wildlife.
 As this month’s Herald goes to press, 
the	fire	is	still	raging	uncontrolled	towards	
Perth’s northern suburbs and – with the 
remains of a cyclone heading down the 
coast – could still change direction to 
threaten our precious community.
 There will be many tales of personal 
bravery and heroism as this drama unfolds.
 Toodyay has much to be thankful for, 
but the greatest thanks must go to those 
members of our community who freely 
volunteer their time to be on call – day or 
night, seven days a week – to risk their lives 
for us.
 We salute you.

Michael Sinclair-Jones
Editor
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Continued from Page 1.
A	MORANGUP	firefighter	who	was	called	
to look for trapped residents in the nearby 
Tilden Park residential subdivision in east 
Gidgegannup said the whole area looked like 
it	had	been	hit	by	a	firestorm.
	 “The	fire	went	through	it	like	a	razor	blade	
– everything is gone,” he said.
 “Lots of million-dollar houses – even those 
surrounded by cleared spaces – were razed 
to the ground.
	 “The	fire	took	out	everything	in	its	path.
 “There was no way anybody could have 
survived.
	 “I’ve	attended	 lots	of	bushfires	but	have	
never seen anything like this before.
 “We searched from house to house because 
we didn’t know if anybody had been left 
behind	but	didn’t	find	anybody.
 “There wasn’t any time to try to save 
homes.
 “We stopped to help one bloke who stayed 
to defend his house but had to leave as soon 
as the immediate danger had passed to look 
for others.
 “The worst part for me was seeing all 
the dead and dying animals – including 

This is the nightmarish overnight scene that confronted Toodyay volunteer firefighters who 
battled a catastrophic bushfire that destroyed at least 71 Hills homes.

kangaroos – lying all over the roads.
 “It was devastating.
 “At night everything you could possibly 
see was burning.
 “We got there at 5.30pm on the Monday 
and left at 5.30am next day to let others take 
over.”
	 Toodyay	Chief	Bush	Fire	Control	Officer	
Craig Stewart said all local volunteer 
brigades were working shifts to provide 
round-the-clock support for volunteer 
firefighters	from	other	brigades.
 “Toodyay crews have been deployed to 
all	 parts	 of	 the	fireground,	 including	 from	
Walyunga National Park to the other side of 
the Great Northern Highway.
 “We’ve seen a lot of burnt-out homes.
	 “This	fire	is	catastrophic.
 “The wild card is possible changes in wind 
direction caused by a degrading North-West 
cyclone that’s travelling down the coast 
towards us.
	 “It	may	turn	the	Hills	fire	around	and	cause	
it to go into the back of Gidgie.
 “Fire crews are working to create 
containment lines and consolidate positions 
but some areas of the densely vegetated 

terrain	 lack	 roads	 and	 is	 too	 steep	 for	fire	
trucks to access.”
 As The Herald went to press on Thursday 
February 4, the WA Department of Fire and 

Emergency services reported that at least 71 
homes had been destroyed and more than 700 
residents moved to emergency evacuation 
centres.

Local volunteers confront nightmare Hills inferno

More major roadworks delay Toodyay traffic

The eastern end of a big section of Toodyay Road being rebuilt between Lovers Lane and 
Jingaling Brook Road. 

CONSTRUCTION has begun on a major re-
alignment of Toodyay Road between Lovers 
Lane and Jingaling Brook Road.
 MainRoads WA has built a sealed temporary 
60km/h bypass around the construction 
area, which includes heavy earthworks and 
vegetation clearing to straighten dangerous 
bends and install a new 2.2km overtaking 
lane.
 Toodyay Road was rated by the WA RAC 
in 2017 as the state’s fourth most dangerous 
regional	 road	 for	 fatal	 and	 serious	 traffic	
accidents in 2017.
 It blamed tight curves, blind crests, the lack 
of safe places to overtake and narrow road 
lanes and bridges.
  In one recent serious accident (see Police 

Beat, Page 6), a Toyota Hilux ute was 
wrecked when it rolled and slammed 
sideways into a tree near Jingaling Brook 
Road, about 100m west of where the new 
roadworks begin.
 The work pictured above includes 
widening a large stretch of Toodyay Road 
and installing a new centre line with a one-
metre gap to separate vehicles travelling in 
opposite directions.
 Main Roads WA says this, combined with 
new audible line markers, will reduce the risk 
of head-on crashes and give motorists time to 
recover if they stray into the opposite lane.
 Bends will also be wider and straighter.
 The work is similar to a two-kilometre 
stretch of Toodyay Road that was widened 

Stirling Terrace cafes 
hit by new Perth
virus lockdown

last year between Clackline Road and the 
Northam Toodyay Road.
 The current roadworks are scheduled to be 
completed in May.
 Work has also begun on acquiring private 
land and clearing roadside vegetation to 
build new Toodyay Road turn-off lanes at 
Sandplain Road and Racecourse Road.
	 Temporary	traffic	lights	had	been	installed	
to	manage	traffic.
 However, Main Roads WA said funds had 
yet to be allocated to complete this part of the 
project, which would be included in future 
upgrades.
 The latest roadworks are part of a plan to 
upgrade Toodyay Road between Dryandra 
Road and the Goomalling Road turn-off.
 New passing and heavy vehicle climbing 
lanes would also be built near the intersections 
of Sandplain Road and Salt Valley Road, and 
a passing lane and intersection improvements 
built at Fernie Road, which is used frequently 
by heavy trucks.
 Main Roads WA says Toodyay Road is a 
strategic transport corrider.
 The upgrade is part of a ‘Perth and Peel@3.5 
million’ long-term growth strategy contained 
in the State Government’s Metropolitan 
Region Scheme.

Continued from Page 1.
A SMALL number of people in Toodyay 
also began wearing Covid-19 face masks in 
public as a health precaution.
 Stirling Terrace was noticeably quieter with 
fewer cars in the street and local cafes were 
largely empty except for a small number of 
regular local customers.
 No new Covid-19 infections were recorded 
in Perth after three days of lockdown and at 
the time of going to press WA Premier Mark 
McGowan, said the week-long restrictions 
would most likely end on Friday February 5.

Police stop traffic on Toodyay Road at 
Morangup after Perth went into a new 
Covid-19 lockdown at the start of this month.
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Toodyay 
Express
✰ WHITE GOODS ✰ YOUR GOODS

✰ FURNITURE ✰ FARM EQUIPMENT
✰ ALL GOODS ✰ SAME DAY SERVICE

Prompt pickup and delivery to or from the 
metropolitan area and into the surrounding 

areas of the Avon Valley

Ph/Fax 9631 1113
Mobile 0409 118 019

Pete & Maureen

We “CARE”
“CUSTOMERS ARE REALLY EVERYTHING”

A DRIVER was lucky to walk free from a 
serious crash on Toodyay Road last month 
when her vehicle skidded out of control 
across the busy road, rolled onto its roof and 
smashed sideways into a tree.
 The impact crushed the passenger side 
of the woman’s Toyota Hilux dual cab ute 
which ended up wrapped around the tree.
	 Had	the	ute	not	flipped,	the	driver’s	side	
would have taken the full force of the impact.
 The sole occupant – a Northam woman in 
her mid-20s – crawled unassisted from the 
overturned wreck and stood on the roadside 
to stop passing motorists for help.
 The crash occurred on a bend near Jingaling 
Brook Road at about 5pm.
 The woman was driving towards Toodyay 
when her ute veered into soft gravel on the 
passenger side of the busy highway.
 She tried to steer back onto the bitumen but 
lost control, causing her vehicle to swerve 
across the road into the oncoming lane.
 Her ute skidded sideways, rolled onto its 
roof and slammed upside-down into the tree 
on the opposite verge.
 No other vehicles were involved.
 The shaken driver was taken by St John 
Ambulance to Northam Hospital with 
suspected spine and neck injuries.

break to help enforce a statewide road 
traffic	safety	blitz	with	double	demerit	point	
penalties for offenders.
 More than 180 motorists were stopped 
for random breath tests in Toodyay, 12 
infringements were issued, and 16 drivers 
cautioned.
 It was noticeable that most people in the 
Toodyay district were fairly well behaved 
during the holiday break.
 We commend our community for helping 
to keep everyone safe over the festive season.
 The Wheatbelt total over the same period 
was 3196 breath tests, 11 positive readings 
resulting in charges, 89 drug wipes (saliva 
tests), 200 infringements, 200 cautions and 
four vehicles seized.

Burn it, lose it
AN INCREASE in hoon drivers spinning 
tyres and doing burn-outs on local roads 
has prompted a fresh warning that Toodyay 
police have on-the-spot powers to seize 
offenders’ vehicles.
 Hoon driving is highly dangerous and gives 
our community a poor image because of the 
damaging marks left on roads.
 Offenders’ vehicles will be impounded for 
28	days	while	 drivers	 face	 charges,	 fines,	
court costs and licence suspension.
 It will also cost offenders about $1000 to 
retrieve their impounded vehicles from a 
secure Northam car yard after the 28-day 
seizure period expires.
 Offenders who lose their licence will also 
need to arrange for another driver to collect 
their seized vehicle to avoid it being sold at 
police auction.
 Anyone who can offer information about 
offenders doing burn-outs or has dashcam 
footage of hoon driving is asked to call 
Toodyay police on 9574 9555 or Crime 
Stoppers WA on 1800 333 000.
 Al l  in fo rmat ion  wi l l  be  t r ea ted 
confidentially.

Computer Safety
Phil Hart

MOST	shopping	malls	 offer	 free	wi-fi	 for	
shoppers which can be very useful when 
you want to use social media or look up a 
product on a manufacturer’s web site before 
buying it.
 When things are quiet, you can usually 
access the internet without any problems but 
when a shopping mall has all the shops open 
and it is full of shoppers, you might not be 
so lucky.
 You can wait for ages for a page to load and 
then your device eventually tells you that it 
cannot load it.
 The problem is caused by there being too 
many	wi-fi	devices	in	the	vicinity	because	
wi-fi	has	a	limited	capacity,	just	like	roads	
in a city.
 When there are too many vehicles in a city 
you	get	traffic	jams.	The	same	thing	happens	
with	wi-fi.
	 Even	if	you	have	your	own	portable	wi-fi	
hotspot right next to your device it still often 
fails because your device is being bombarded 
by	all	 the	other	wi-fi	devices	 that	are	near	
you.
 This wi-fi issue also impacts on wi-fi 
EFTPOS machines, causing your payments 
to be declined or fail altogether.

Miracle escape as rollover slams into tree

 If you can connect your device to your 
portable	wi-fi	hotspot	by	a	cable,	this	often	
helps.
 So does having a device with its own SIM 
card	which	bypasses	the	wi-fi	problem.
 Another alternative is to move outside and 
hope	that	you	can	still	access	the	mall’s	wi-fi	
signal.
  You can find more information at 
bit.ly/3nMFFNG and a more technical 
explanation can be found at bit.ly/3oOMqjn. 
Happy	surfing.

Hoddy Well smash
A SECOND serious crash last month resulted 
in a driver being air-lifted to Royal Perth 
Hospital.
 The front-on collision occurred in Hoddy 
Well at about 6.30am on a 110km/h road.
 It appears that the driver of a Hyundai 
Accent hatchback in Hoddy Well Road tried 
to turn in front of a Holden Barina hatchback 
travelling south on Clackline-Toodyay Road.
 The impact caused both cars to spin off the 
road and suffer extensive damage to their 
front passenger sides.
 The second driver was taken by St John 
Ambulance to Northam Hospital.
 Both crashes appear to have been avoidable 
and suggest that momentary lapses of driver 
concentration can trigger potentially fatal 
consequences.
 We urge all motorists to please help keep 
our roads safe by being alert and vigilant at 
all times behind the wheel.

Roadworks theft
A SPATE of thefts has kept local police busy 
over the recent holiday break.
 Major roadworks between Lovers Lane and 
Jingaling Brook Road attracted the attention 
of a thief who broke into a contractor’s site 
office	last	month.
 The thief removed a set of car keys and 
used them to steal a Toyota Hilux work 
vehicle parked nearby.
 The stolen vehicle was found abandoned in 
the Perth suburb of Stratton a few days later.
 Police have been examining the vehicle for 

forensic evidence – including DNA samples 
and	fingerprints	–	to	help	identify	the	thief.
 The vehicle was not damaged.
 In another incident, a thief broke into an 
honour box in the Avon Valley National Park 
and stole an undisclosed sum of entry fees 
deposited by visitors.
 The thief caused about $200 worth of 
damage to the honour box.
 Local police are working with the State 
Parks and Wildlife Service to help trace the 
offender.
 We urge members of the public to continue 
to report suspicious behaviour to reduce the 
likelihood that it could be your property next.

Blitz bouquet
LOCAL	officers	worked	 shifts	 throughout	
the recent Christmas-New Year holiday 

How to escape wi-fi traffic jam

A Northam woman crawled unassisted from this overturned wreck on Toodyay Road.

Doing this can cost you your wheels, licence and at least $1000.

A thief damaged the park honour box.
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better education and health services

reliable power and communications

improved infrastructure to support our economy
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EMERGENCY SERVICES

Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Bejoording
From the desk of The Badger

IT’S BEEN a frustrating start to the year in 
some ways with plenty of call-outs and an 
almost equal number of stand-downs.
 At least our little brigade can say with a 
degree of pride that we have always had an 
available crew to stand down.
 Nevertheless we have kept a steady routine 
of training and housekeeping which is 
important for keeping members engaged.
 Our next regular meeting will be at the shed 
on Friday February 19 at 6pm.
 Members will be advised of training 
sessions but we anticipate that the first 
Sunday of every month will continue through 
the year with our next session on Sunday  
March 7 at 2pm. 
Once again we thank the Toodyay Op Shop 
for its generous donation which we will put 
to good use.
 The	volunteers	at	the	Op	Shop	do	a	terrific	

All kitted out but 
nowhere to go – so far

Volunteer firefighters battled to control the recent devastating fire in Gidgegannup.

Vehicle movement ban 
helps firefighters

job; they’re always cheerful and they raise 
lots	 of	money	 for	 the	fire	 brigades	 of	 the	
district and other worthy causes.
 Finally, captain Brian Rigby has suffered 
an injury requiring surgery to his foot and 
will be out of active service for much of the 
season to come but he’ll be around to attend 
meetings and keep an eye on things.
  A big thank you to Lawrence Hayward, one 
of	the	most	experienced	fire	fighters,	trainers	
and captains in the region, for stepping in as 
acting-captain where necessary.
 The Bejoording Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade asks you to be vigilant and careful 
when using any tools or vehicles with the 
potential	to	cause	a	fire.
  Remember to always plan and prepare for 
fire	and	have	a	clear	contingency	strategy	in	
place should things get out of control.
  Fires can be a catastrophic risk to people, 
animals and property, so take care. Advice is 
free, but getting it wrong can be expensive.
  If you have any questions, remember you 
can contact captain Brian Rigby on 0417 984 
324 or The Badger on 0414 250 484.

Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade 
Coondle-Nunile
Max J Heath

WELL hi from Coondle-Nunile Bush Fire 
Brigade.
 We do hope all had a great and safe 
Christmas and New Year.
 Things	have	been	fairly	busy	fire-wise	
over the past couple of months although 
the Christmas period was fairly quiet, 
thank God.
 We have been called out of the area a few 
times in this period and had extended time 
on the scene for mop up. The Wundowie 
fire	was	the	main	one	of	these.
 A couple of local fires took some 
considerable time to mop up after being 
extinguished.
 Most people took care during the recent 
heat waves and the shire was quick to put 
a vehicle movement ban in place. This has 
been a great help.
 Even the odd thunderstorm has left us 
without callouts and our meetings have 
been fairly quiet with members being 
away.
 Minor things on our meeting agendas 
were quickly dealt with making for short 
positive meetings.
 Out-of-area deployment is one issue we 
have discussed.
 It	 has	 been	 stipulated	 that	 a	firefighter	
must have at least two years’ experience 
and authorisation from the captain before 
attending	a	fire	out	of	the	local	area.
 The school has also approached the 
brigades to help with some courses for 
school cadets.
 I hope all brigades get behind this as this 
is where our future volunteers will come 
from.
 Also discussed is the fitting of Dash 
Cams in the units; this would be very 
useful in case of an incident, on or off the 
road.

	 We	have	had	a	new	hose	fitted	on	the	3:4	
and this is causing problems. It seems as 
if it is too long and we are not supposed 
to shorten it.
 The hose is difficult to wind up and 
there have already been instances where 
it couldn’t be rolled up properly to move 
in an emergency.
 This could result in an occupational 
health and safety issue, so we hope this 
can be resolved quickly.
 Our collection of returnable containers 
is going well and income from this has 
purchased and will purchase the likes of 
heat-seeking guns to identify hot spots 
on	 a	fire	 ground	 and	 in	 future	 a	 couple	
of electric chainsaws as we cannot carry 
petrol on board the units. 
 These are a good safety device in case 
a crew needs to cut a small tree to escape 
fire	on	a	firebreak	and	it	can	be	a	life	saver.
 Training is still carried out on the 
Sundays after meetings although numbers 
were down a little because of people being 
away.
 If you would like to become a member 
of Coondle-Nunile brigade come and see 
us on a Friday evening and say hello.
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Marsupial Mammas and Pappas
Brian Foley

DECEMBER and January were very busy 
again for all our carers.
 I seem to say this every month but 
because we are becoming more widely 
known, the calls increase, and holidays 
don’t stop our native animals being injured 
or orphaned.
 In late December the five joeys had 
surgery to remove the cataracts and we 
are pleased that all went well and they 
now have a life which will allow them to 
be released.
  The surgery is a procedure which 
requires skill and patience, and Dr Rob 
Harris has these attributes many times 
over.
  Thanks to his team who donated their 
time and wages but even with these 
deductions it still cost $2000 per joey.
  Dr Harris also provided a lovely lunch 
as we were there from 8am until 5 pm.
  For anyone interested in viewing a video 
of the operations it can be viewed on our 
Facebook page Marsupial Mammas and 
Pappas Native Wildlife Care.
	 In	mid-December,	 volunteer	 bush	fire	
brigades	attended	a	fire	in	Morangup.
	 Travelling	 towards	 the	fire,	Morangup	
brigade captain Jeff Venn noticed a joey 
sheltering behind a grasstree in an area 
where	the	fire	had	passed	through.
 Jeff could not see any adult kangaroos, so 
he returned some hours later and the joey 
was still there.  He rescued it and passed 
it on to one of our carers.
  The joey was treated for stress but 
amazingly	had	no	fire	injuries.
  Stress is one of biggest problems we 
have with these joeys but with love, care 
and the right medication we can get them 
through this period.
 The rescued joey is now doing well with 
the help of experienced carer Patricia 
Reudavey.
 Our group extends its thanks to Jeff 
and	all	our	volunteer	firefighters	for	their	
efforts.

St John Toodyay Sub-Centre
Heather Appleby

CONGRATULATIONS to our admin-
istration	 officer	Carolynne	Haigh	 on	 her	
nomination for Citizen of the Year at the 
recent Australia Day ceremony held at the 
new recreation centre in Toodyay.
 Carolynne was nominated by the Toodyay 
Junior Football Club but was also recognised 
for her voluntary work with St John Toodyay.
 Although an employee of St John, 
Carolynne is also an ambulance volunteer 
and	 last	 year	was	one	of	 the	officers	who	
attended the most call-outs.
 She always goes above and beyond what 
is requested of her not only within the sub-
centre but also for many in the community.
 First aid courses are back at the sub-centre 
and will be held monthly throughout 2021.
	 The	first	date	is	Saturday	February	27.	To	
book please contact 9574 2390 and leave 
a message with your name and a contact 
number.
 Carolynne is currently on holiday, so the 
sub-centre is only open two days a week but 
we	will	get	back	to	you	to	confirm	a	booking.
	 If	you	are	interested	in	first	aid,	perhaps	you	
may be interested in becoming a volunteer 

Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Julimar
Karen Dore

HAPPY New Year to everyone.
 December through January has been 
steady at the shed and we have been 
helping neighbours and continuing our 
training and learning.
 Julimar crews have headed to Beverley, 
York, Red Gully and Wundowie, but rest 
assured, to ensure that our community 
is not left vulnerable, there are many 
considerations prior to sending our 
resources out of town. 
 New to the training is the topic of heat 
stress  which occurs when your body 
cannot cool itself enough to maintain 
a healthy temperature – it’s not only 
firefighters	that	need	to	be	aware	of	this.
 During WA’s hot summer months 
everyone needs to plan ahead to keep cool 
and hydrated.
 To learn what you can do apart from 
drinking plenty of water and knowing how 
to recognise the symptoms in yourself and 
others, head to healthywa.wa.gov.au for 
more information.
 What a fun morning we had during 
vehicle recovery training getting the 
truck bogged, not once but three times, 
so we could try out different methods of 
recovery.
 It has to be said we’re loving our 
Maxtrax ‘de-bogging’ equipment, (visit 
maxtrax.com.au if you’re not familiar with 
them) but we also gave the trusty old tow 
chain a whirl too.
 What I took away from the session was 
that	the	first	thing	to	do	before	any	action	
is planned or taken is to have a clear 
understanding of what the crew on hand is 
capable of and to work within those limits 
to ensure that everyone stays safe.

 If you wish to assist our group, a donation 
would be greatly appreciated and it can be 
made either at the Toodyay and Districts 
Bendigo Community Bank BSB 633-000 
account 175516319 or at the Toodyay 
Farmers Market where our stall has 

donation tins.
	 If	 you	find	 any	 injured	native	wildlife	
and you are unsure of what to do, or if you 
want to be involved as a carer, ring Brian 
on 0419 933 721, Robyn 0417 173 283 or 
the Wildcare Helpline 9474  9055.

ambulance	officer.
 We are looking for new recruits to boost 
our volunteer team.
	 A	Level	1	Ambulance	Officer	course	will	
be held in Toodyay once we have a minimum 
of four participants.
 Quality training is provided on a regular 
basis for all volunteers.
	 Until	you	are	fully	qualified	and	confident,	
you will be a third ambulance officer 
attending call-outs with two experienced 
volunteers so you have on-going support and 
mentoring.
 Your main commitment will be the ability 
to volunteer one day a week, or fortnight and 
if	you	are	a	FIFO	worker	we	will	fit	in	with	
your swings.
 You do not need to be at the sub-centre if 
you are on the roster – but you do need to be 
at home, or close by and with your phone so 
we can call you when a job comes in.
 During some shifts you may not be called 
out at all, whereas on others you may be kept 
busy all day (or night).
 Please think about supporting your local 
community by becoming a volunteer 
ambulance	officer.
 We have a great team at the sub-centre, and 
you will be most welcome to join us.

Joey rescued from Morangup fire

Volunteeer firefighter Jeff Venn rescued the abandoned joey after a fire in Morangup. Photo: 
Donna Cresswell.

Joey tucked in safe and sound in the Fire truck. Photo: Donna Cresswell.

New recruits needed to boost 
volunteer ambo team

Truck bogged 
three times to 

learn skills

http://www.maxtrax.com.au
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WELCOME Toodyay to 2021 – the year of 
possibilities.
 Council has confirmed the end of six 
months’ probation and the appointment of 
new Shire CEO Suzie Haslehurst and the 
start of new Assets and Services Manager 
Jan Augustin.
 Councillors and staff are now focussed on 
the upcoming shire budget and the challenges 
that lie ahead.
 Our first Australia Day celebrations at 
Toodyay’s new recreation centre last month 
resulted in an excellent day of community 
activities and a pool party for children.
 On behalf of our great little community, I 
extend a warm welcome to new Australian 
citizens Dorothy Dobie and Paul Ralph who 
took their oath of allegiance in front of a big  
gathering of local people.
 The high calibre of Toodyay’s community 
volunteers was evident again in the nominee 
list for this year’s local Citizen of the Year 
Awards.
 Ian McGregor won Toodyay Citizen of the 
Year, John Lucas was local Citizen of the 

Year of possibilities as council focusses on finances

The Toodyay Progress Association
Brian Foley, Chairman

I TRUST everyone had a good Christmas and 
start to the New Year. Last year is one we all 
want to put behind us and we hope that the 
decisions made by all forms of government 
will see us through 2021.
 From our perspective, our council has had 
a tough year balancing the budget.
 Councillors are now working on the 2021/ 
2022 budget which will soon be out for 
public comment and our association will be 
going over every item.
 The recreation centre/pool complex 
has been running for three months and is 
a wonderful addition to the lifestyle of 
Toodyay but at what cost?
 We know that the costs and financial 
repayments are somewhere above $600,000 
per year with minimal incoming revenue.
 We understand that in regard to income 
from admissions, Clublinks retains the 
majority of this revenue stream. 
 To put this in context, this cost represents 
300 residential ratepayers, so it is now up to 
the	nine	councillors	to	find	a	way	to	pay	for	
this without undue pain for all ratepayers.
 We have been asking the shire for a date 
when	we	will	see	the	final	costing	for	this	
project and this is the reply we have received.
 “The shire is waiting on the provision of 
capitalisation information from the project 
quantity surveyor to close out the remaining 
grant acquittals.
 “Once this is done, a report will be 
presented to council.”
 We will keep you informed and it may 
not	make	any	difference	as	to	what	the	final	
costs are but, as ratepayers, we expect to be 
advised of the project costs.

Jumping into the deep end – the cost of our new pool is the last thing on these kids’ minds.

Shire budget costs to 
go under microscope

Year over 65, and Toodyay Youth Citizen 
Awards were awarded to Kyla Browne and 
Willow Hitches – our thanks to all nominees 
for your valuable community service.
 The recreation precinct continues to grow 
with more interest from sporting groups and 
an expanding array of pool-focused classes 
and activities scheduled, including the novel 
Dive In movies.
 A council decision to have the new 
facility professionally managed by a private 
contractor was considered the best overall 
financial	outcome	for	the	community.
 Costs will be offset by a well-managed 
facility as operator Clublinks establishes 
media and sporting networks to optimise use 
of this prime community asset.
 It initially cost $8000 a week in water 
to establish the grassed playing field 
and gardens but this cost has now been 
significantly	reduced	by	watering	only	twice	
a week instead of twice daily.
 Upcoming shire projects include building 
a	new	fire	 station	 at	 Julimar	with	 funding	
from the Department of Fire and Emergency 
Services (DFES) the Department of Water 
and Environmental Regulation, plus a small 
shire contribution.
	 Northam	firm	Stallion	Homes	was	awarded	
a $577,000 shire contract last month to build 
the	new	fire	station.
 The upgrades, including Morangup and 
Coondle-Nunile last year, provide better 

facilities and support for local bush fire 
brigade volunteers who have to manage 
difficult	 terrain	 and	 complex	 land	 uses	 in	
emergency call-outs.
 DFES is now using our local design for 
the new Coondle-Nunile Fire Station as a 
template	for	rural	fire	stations	in	other	shires	
– another feather in Toodyay’s cap.
 The application period for Round 5A of the 
Federal Government’s Mobile Black Spot 
program to extend mobile phone coverage 
in regional and remote parts of Australia has 
been extended to Friday March 5.
 The shire is assessing Toodyay’s position.
 Staff are also looking at whether a return 
pipe for non-drinking water from the 
Goomalling Road wastewater treatment 
plant can be installed to irrigate shire parks, 
gardens	and	playing	fields.
 A Toodyay RSL plan to develop new 
headquarters at the shire’s former parks and 
gardens depot in Clinton Street stalled at last 
December’s council meeting but the project 
is not at risk.
  A two-year extension for development 
applications has been granted by State 
Planning	Minister	Rita	Saffioti	 under	WA	
Covid-19 emergency provisions.
 The Council will consider the RSL’s 
requests in coming weeks.
 Just a reminder; good communities are 
built on being good neighbours – please be 
mindful of others around you.

 Your pets must stay on your property, so 
please block escape routes and protect their 
welfare.
 Please also take a moment to consider 
whether your activities are disturbing your 
neighbours or the environment.
 Further bits and pieces of interest include:

• Staff have noted a big jump in local 
property settlements due to increased 
local real estate sales;

• The shire is working on an Asset 
Rationalisation Plan to see where more 
savings can be made;

• The	Council	last	month	held	the	first	of	
several workshops to review its long-
term	financial	plan	ahead	of	next	month’s	
mid-year budget review;

• Chalice Mining has completed a Stage 
1 Conservation Management Plan for 
the Perth company’s big new mineral 
discovery in Julimar;

• The Council has applied to the State 
Administrative Tribunal to have a say 
in plans by Trico Resources to intensify 
gravel extraction on Toodyay Road near 
Morangup;

• Workshops to review Council policies 
start this month and,

• Yes, we are still waiting (impatiently) 
for delivery of a control unit for a new 
community standpipe next to the town’s 
Tourist Information Bay in Stirling 
Terrace for non-commercial water users.

 As always, we point out that we are a not-
for-profit,	 volunteer	 advocacy	 group	 that	
has not and will not run, support or endorse 
elected candidates for the council.
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New venue hosts memorable Australia Day celebrations

Toodyay Australia Day Awards nominees and winners* (from left): Donald Anderson, John Lucas*, Sean Byron, Sarah Otremba, 
Carolynne Haigh, Ian McGregor*, Kaye Rewell, Kyla Browne* and Willow Hitches*.

Shire CEO Suzie Haslehurst opens proceedings.

Toodyay Community Citizen of the Year Ian (Macca) McGregor shares a joke 
with Shire President Rosemary Madacsi.

Wheatbelt musos Peter Byfield (right) and son Kit perform ‘Under The Milky Way’.

Shire President Rosemary Madacsi fries eggs. Cr Paula Greenway serves breakfast.

Kids enjoy Australia Day fun in the town’s new pool.
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IN MAY 2019 The Herald covered Perth 
collector Alf Campbell’s discovery of a rare 
1904 Newcastle district dog licence tag.
 Recently avid metal detectorist and Relic 
Custodians Australia member Rhys Hall 
found another 1904 tag but this time from the 
Toodyay district.
 Collectors believe that dog registration tags 
for both the Newcastle/Toodyay areas became 
mandatory in 1904.
 Both licence tags predate the amalgamation 
of the two municipalities in 1912.
 Mr Hall’s tag was made in South Australia 
by A W Dobbie and Co which manufactured 
badges, tags and number plates.

FOUR Toodyay businesses pioneering new 
industries have received Regional Economic 
Development grants.
 Coorinja Vineyard will use its $100,000 
grant to build a function centre and tourist 
accommodation at its winery.
 Julimar Date Garden’s $100,000 will fund the 
construction of a processing facility and tourist 
reception structure in the style of a Bedouin 
tent.
 Local camel farm DromeDairy will use its 
$47,000 to build a sustainable mobile milking 
system,  and Avon Valley Chevre, producers of 
artisan dairy products, will use its $18,587 to 
purchase a cryovac machine and cheese kettle.

COMMUNITY members, including youth, 
aged care, Aboriginal support and healthcare 
workers from Northam and surrounding 
areas recently graduated with a Grow Local 
Certificate	IV	in	Mental	Health	which	equips	
them with skills to provide culturally sensitive 
mental health support to their communities. 
 Grow Local is a free community training 

 A TARGETED early intervention program for 
at-risk young people aged between 10 and 14 
will be implemented in Northam.
 The Target 120 program aims to reduce youth 
crime and improve family and community 
safety by preventing reoffending.
 The program improves outcomes for recent 
young offenders with 63 per cent of current 
participants having had no further contact with 
police.
 It works across agencies to tackle the various 
factors that can increase a young person’s 
likelihood of offending, including substance 
abuse, poor attendance at school, lack of 
housing, domestic violence, trauma and mental 
health issues.

Program guide
MONDAYS: 11am The Green Hour; 1pm 
Swooners and Crooners and 2pm Jazz.
 Tuesdays: 8pm Hooked on Classicals.
 Wednesdays: 11am The Green Hour (repeat); 
8pm Wide World of Folk and 9pm Blues.
 Thursdays: Noon Wide World of Folk (repeat).
 Fridays: 11am The Green Hour (repeat); 7pm 
Ready 4 Country; 8pm Ready 4 Retro, and 9pm 
Ready 2 Rock.
 Saturdays: Noon Country (old) and 1pm 
Country (new).
 Sundays: 9am Hooked on Classicals (repeat); 
Noon Ready 4 Country (repeat); 8pm Swooners 
and Crooners (repeat) and 9pm Jazz.
 Daily 10am and 3pm What’s On in Toodyay 
community information.

TOODYAY Road and the Great Eastern 
Highway Northam Bypass will receive 
almost $5 million dollars in Federal funding 
which will pay for road safety improvements 
such as the introduction of audible edge lines 
and shoulder sealing.
 It is anticipated the projects will be 
completed by the middle of next year.
 Toodyay Road will receive just under $4 
million for improvements between Aspen 
Road and Dryandra Road and Great Eastern 
Highway Northam Bypass has been allocated 
almost $950,000..

ALMOST $20 million has been allocated 
through the Wheatbelt Secondary Freight 
Network (WSFN) program to upgrade 95km 
of regional roads in WA throughout 2020-21.
 The $187.5 million program was established 
to	increase	freight	efficiency	and	productivity,	
reduce vehicle-operating costs and improve 
road safety along strategic freight routes 
within the Wheatbelt.
 The program aims to upgrade 53 strategic 
routes throughout the region to help lower 
freight input costs to agricultural production 
and increase Australia’s international 

‘Grow Local’ graduates to 
lend a helping hand

Grow Local graduates can now provide culturally sensitive mental health support to their 
communities.

initiative developed by WA Primary Health 
Alliance	in	response	to	difficulties	in	recruiting	
and retaining culturally appropriate mental 
health workers in regional areas.
 The training is provided to the community 
in partnership with the Australian Medical 
Association (WA), along with support from 
local organisations.

Freight routes get $20m
competitiveness in agricultural markets.
 In the Shire of Victoria Plains $890,000 has 
been allocated to reconstruct and widen the 
Mogumber-Yarawindah Road.
 The Goomalling-Calingiri Road in the 
Goomalling Shire will receive $1.37 million 
to reconstruct and widen 3.45km of the 
existing road and $150,000 to replace and 
widen the existing culvert. 
 The WSFN program has the full support of 
all 42 Wheatbelt shires, making it the biggest 
local government collaboration in Australia.

$5m for local 
roads

Second 1904 dog 
tag discovered

Rhys Hall’s dog registration tag would be 
819 dog years old this year.

Innovation rewarded

Program targets 
young reoffenders

Stay tuned to 2J2AIR

The WA Labor Party

Authorised by M Aldridge, 21 Binda Place Bindoon WA 6502.

Only The Nationals will deliver 
Royalties for Regions in full. 

The WA Labor Party want 
to ABOLISH more regional 
seats in Parliament !
The WA Labor Party have secret plans 
hidden deep within a 146 page dossier 
outlining their policy to abolish more 
regional seats in the State Parliament, 
further diminishing your voice in the 
Parliament.

Their desire to move parliamentary seats 
to Perth have resulted in the loss of seven 
country seats and seven voices standing 
up for you. Regional electorates are now 
comparable in size to European countries 
with some stretching for thousands of 
kilometres.

If Labor gets their way on March 13, their 
plan is to abolish another 9 country seats 
relocating them to the metropolitan suburbs.

 Your Nationals team in the Legislative 
Council has fought hard for farmers, small 
business and families over the last four 
years. We stopped the closure of the Moora 
Residential College and School of the Air and 
fought against budget cuts to our country 
schools and community resource centres.

Don’t risk being governed by Perth 
politicians. Vote 1 The Nationals on both 
ballot papers.

 

Authorised by E. Whiteaker, Level 1, 22 Eastbrook Terrace, East Perth, 6004   |   1

2019

WA LABOR

PLATFORM

Hon Martin  
Aldridge MLC
MEMBER FOR THE AGRICULTURAL REGION

Hon Colin  
de Grussa MLC
MEMBER FOR THE AGRICULTURAL REGION
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WHERE Wild Emus Roam is a delightful 
picture book about the animals of the 
Great Western Woodlands written 
by Sara Whincup, a local children’s 
book author, with beautiful, colourful 
illustrations done by Elvis Moody a 
Toodyay indigenous artist.
 The book is a testament to the 
Noongar culture and a way to increase 
awareness of the Great Western 
Woodlands which is the world’s largest 
remaining tract of intact temperate 
woodland.
 The woodlands is a botanical hotspot, 
with at least 3300 flowering plants, 49 
native mammal species, 138 reptile 
species, 14 frog species and 215 bird 
species; a number of them have been 
identified by Conservation and Land 
Management (CALM) as endangered.
 This diversity has been 250 million 
years in the making and it’s an area 
worth highlighting and celebrating.
 While Where Wild Emus Roam can’t 
showcase all the animals and plants, 
there are many illustrations for both 

Where Wild Emus Roam features 
botanical hotspot

young and old to enjoy.
 The picture book will be the centre 
piece of a book tour  by Sara and Elvis 
to schools and community centres in 
and around the woodlands area.
 The tour will include story reading, 
an outdoors activity around writing 
and illustrating a book or poem based 
on the area’s local nature, then dance 
and movement to connect with the 
elements of nature.
 Sara and Elvis will facilitate the 
storytelling accompanied by music 
with didgeridoo and tapping sticks.
 Come and join us at the Bilya Koort 
Boodja Centre for Nyoongar Culture 
and Environmental Knowledge in 
Northam on Sunday February 21 at 
1pm and enjoy kangaroo stew, damper, 
billy tea and light refreshments as Sara 
and Elvis talk about the inspirations 
for and important messages within the 
book.
 The launch is also an opportunity to 
purchase your own signed copy of this 
beautiful book.

Advertorial

Parishioners provide sizzling send off for UK-bound leaders
Bolgart News
Pam McGill

BOLGART Anglican Church parishioners 
were sorry to see Brian and Peggy Ludlow 
return to the UK at the end of November – 
they will be missed by everyone.
  Brian and Peggy have been in the district 
for	five	years	and	have	returned	home	to	their	
work and family.
 A great gathering of church members who 
attended their parish services were invited 
to a sausage sizzle at St Stephen’s Anglican 
Church Hall in Toodyay.
 In appreciation for their work, kindness 
and friendships made while they were here, 
Brian and Peggy were presented with gifts 
from respective churches.
 A beautiful cake was cut by them to mark 
the occasion.
 Bolgart parishioners had a photo of 
their church by the very talented Janine 
Edmonds mounted on canvas to present 

to the Ludlow’s as a keepsake. Thank you 
Janine for the effort, it was very much 
appreciated.

Wedding bells and belles
BOLGART resident Doris Martin was 
thrilled recently when her granddaughter 
Callie Carr (nee Harris) and husband Michael 
Carr visited her dressed in their wedding gear 
to have photographs taken with her to include 
in their album. 
 Doris was unable to attend their wedding 
in Yallingup, so the young couple came to 
her.
	 Dressed	in	their	wedding	finery,	the	group	
posed at and near the Bolgart Belltower 
which was a project Doris spearheaded in 
1999. The belltower was 21 years old on 21 
November 2020.
 Callie is the daughter of Carol and Jeff 
Harris of Karratha, and Carol is Doris’ 
daughter, originally from Bolgart.
 Another young bride with local connections, 

Tegan Crane, married Aran Zalewski in 
his hometown of Margaret River on 18 
December.
 Tegan is the granddaughter of farmers 
Bernice and Gus Clarke and the daughter of 
Bryan and Karlene Crane who also lived in 
Bolgart.

Wonderful windups
THE CWA held its windup luncheon in 
December at the Bolgart Hall.
 Members invited guests to help celebrate 
and the food was beautiful, supplied by CWA 
members.	There	were	raffles	and	door	prizes,	
lucky numbers on chairs and everyone 
attending had a great time.
 Thank you to branch president Stephanie 
Penn and her band of workers – wonderful 
effort.
 Bolgart Rural Merchandise, Walkers Diesel 
Service and Bolgart Hotel hosted their 
Christmas party at the Bolgart Sports Club 
in December to thank customers for their 
support.
 The food, catered by the Bolgart Hotel  
(Craig,	Wendy	 and	 staff)		was	magnificent	
and very much enjoyed by all attending.
 Tw o  m a g i c i a n s  p r o v i d e d  s o m e 
entertainment and had the crowd wondering 
how they did all the wonderful tricks.  It was 
absolutely mind boggling.
 Thanks to Father Christmas who arrived in 
the	fire	truck,	which	added	excitement	for	all	
the children.

Vale gardener Geoff
BOLGART residents were saddened by the 
passing of Geoff Hutcheson recently.
 Geoff was a resident of Bolgart for a 
number of years and up until his health issues 
presented, was the gardener at the Bolgart 
Primary School.
 He will be missed by our community.

Around the greens
LADIES Gala Day on December 10 was 
well-attended with 56 ladies participating.
 The food was wonderful but the weather 
was a little on the warm side.
  Thank you to all trophy donors for a great 
day enjoyed by all attending.
 Winners on the day were from Mukinbudin; 

From left: Bridget Moore, Norma Waters, Deb Campbell and Vicki Sims at the CWA  luncheon.

Brian and Peggy Ludlow with Janine 
Edmonds’ photo of the Bolgart Church.

Newlyweds Callie and Michael Carr with 
Callie’s grandmother, Doris Martin.

Afternoon 
activities every 

Wednesday

Barb English, Clare Smith, Bev Shadbolt and 
Di Maddock.
 Northam’s Dot Glass, Lyn Murphy, Lyn 
James	and	Lorna	Bloomfield	placed	second	
with Beverley’s Margie Peck, Glenys 
Collins, Glenys Hastings, and Maxine Watt 
coming third. Congratulations to all winners.

Toodyay Autumn Club
Mike Cox

WE ENDED the year with a Christmas lunch 
at the Freemasons Hotel and followed on 
with	handing	out	the	certificates	for	carpet	
bowls.
 After the Christmas break, we are now 
back and looking forward to an enjoyable 
year with fellow members and meeting up 
with new members.
 We recently celebrated Jim Short’s 80th 
birthday at the bowling club and all his 
friends were there to wish him well.
 If you are looking for something to do on 
Wednesday afternoons, come along to the 
pavilion in the showgrounds from 1pm.

Bolgart stalwarts get Oz 
Day recognition

Gwenda McGill

TWO STALWARTS of the Bolgart district 
received recognition for their ongoing 
contribution to their community at the Victoria 
Plains Australia Day Breakfast hosted by the 
Bolgart Sports Club on January 26.
 Phil Syred was named the Victoria Plains 
Citizen of the Year for his 30 years of 
involvement in volunteering and holding most 
office	positions	in	each	of	the	local	golf,	bowls	
and sports clubs.
 As the facility is owned by the Bolgart Sports 
Club, volunteers maintain the building and 
surrounds, and Phil has played a pivotal role 
in maintaining and improving the clubhouse 
and surrounding rinks and course.
  Susanne Ludemann is the Senior Citizen of 
the Year because of her ongoing community 
work, in particular 20 years as librarian at the 
Bolgart Library.
  Sue coordinates a group of volunteers 
who contribute their earnings to the Bolgart 
Progress Association for district projects, 
therefore her volunteer work is invaluable 
to Bolgart having a library which indirectly 
benefits	the	town	financially.
  The Best Community Group Award went to 
the Mogumber Outback Club for the instigation 
and presentation of the annual New Year’s Eve 
Rodeo at Mogumber.
  At the citizenship ceremony held in 
conjunction with the awards, Kevin Simons 

and the Ramos family, comprising Solomon, 
Chiquie, Chariz, Juliane and baby Simon 
(who	was	 born	 here),	 received	 their	 official	
Australian status.
  The celebrations included the very popular 
breakfast hosted by the Bolgart Sports Club.
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Ideal for both new homes and changeover 
installations the Bonaire 

Summer Breeze is the value for money choice
Agents for BONAIRE

Country Women’s Association
Elizabeth Mansom

WE WERE	all	 pleased	 to	meet	 for	 the	first	
time in 2021 on January 28 for the AGM and 
planning meeting.
 After staying at home last year, we are 
very much looking forward to visiting other 
branches and also having them come to us.
 The Gathering of the Birds in March will 
be	 the	 first	 inter-branch	 function	 since	 the	
Gathering of the Birds 2020 and while phone 
and email and screen keep us in touch, in-
person contact soothes the soul.
 This inter-branch function is held at the 
beginning of each year to try and synchronise 
branch functions, so they don’t clash.  This way 
we can go to as many as possible.
 The last time we met was at the Christmas 
lunch at the Freemasons where we were joined 
by members from our sister city branch, 
Bayswater.
 Santa secretly ensured each person received 
a present, good food and fellowship which are 
part and parcel of the Christmas spirit.
 Weren’t we blessed by the weather for the 
Christmas street party?
 More to the point, aren’t we blessed to live in 
a part of the world where we are able to hold 
a street party?
 A big thank you to all who patronised 
our stall, proceeds of which will go to hall 
renovations.
 An important community function that 
representatives from our branch attended in 
December was the end-of-year prize-giving at 
the local high school.
 In keeping with CWA’s tradition of providing 
education scholarships, Tiana Colfey was 
presented with the Year 9 Design and 
Technology Fibre and Food Scholarship for 
2021.
 We also took along a CWA Cookbook and 
hope Tiana will get as much use out of it, as 
have the thousands of readers done during the 
84 years the book has been in print. 
 CWA of WA will be 100 years old in 2024 
and	planning	is	already	in	hand	by	state	office.
 A new logo (pictured below) has been chosen 
to celebrate this momentous achievement and 
the sentiments surrounding it are worth sharing.
 The tree, which, like our branches, grows 
in urban as well as country areas, represents 
longevity, solid roots, wisdom and connection 
to the land and nature.
 The branches represent the various sizes and 
shapes of the branches across the organisation.
 Heart-shaped leaves of varying sizes represent 
the many multi-functional women that form our 
association, their caring natures, togetherness 
and the support we offer each other.
 The design was by the daughter of a long-
time member, no doubt educated in CWA 
values over that time.
 In conclusion we wish you all a safe and 
happy 2021 and remember, CWA meets in 
the hall in Stirling Terrace on every fourth 
Thursday of the month.
 There is plenty of parking in Charcoal Lane, 
with disabled access at the side of the hall.
 To book the hall, please contact Meg Mills 
on 9574 2245.

Robyn Taylor

“DRIVING through the farming country along 
River Road and Cobbler Pool Road today, it is 
hard to picture the thriving community which 
once existed at Jumperding.”
 This was written by co-author Jenny Edgecombe 
in The Life and Times of Wally Chitty and never a 
truer word was written.
 The most tangible evidence of settlement in 
this area is the cemetery where some well-known 
Toodyay family names are represented including 
Markey, Strahan, Harders, Beacham and Chitty.
 The other author of the book was Wally Chitty 
whose	first	book	of	memoirs	The Good Old Days 
(2004) has a cover with a hand-coloured photo, 
taken in 1903.
 The photo shows Phil Roach’s cottage at 
Jumperding with members of the Roach and 
Chitty families standing outside.
 A chaff cutter with its tall chimney is just behind 
the	group	adding	an	interesting	reflection	on	the	
workings of rural life.
 Chaff-cutters were working for Roach on that 
day, and it may have created the occasion for a 
family photo.
 Other surviving traces of settlement and 
industry are the remnants of the school footbridge, 
the foundations of a cottage that once belonged 
to Wally’s grandmother Martha Chitty and the 
1930’s Jumperding gold mine. There is little else 
to see there today.
 The Jumperding community slowly developed 
during the 19th century with scattered blocks 
around the edges of Lionel Lukin’s large Deepdale 
grant.
 Settlement gathered pace when the Midland 
Railway Company began leasing and selling its 
land.
 By the early 20th century, a strong Seventh Day 
Adventist congregation was established there 
following a ‘tent mission’ conducted in Newcastle 

Toodyay Historical Society
Robyn Taylor

OUR PLANNING meeting at president Linda 
Rooney’s home was well attended with lots of 
ideas for 2021.
	 Following	tradition,	our	first	excursion	at	the	
end of this month will be dinner in town. Please 
meet at the Wendouree Tea Rooms on Friday 
February 26 at 6.30pm.
 In March there will be an exciting trip to the 
historic National Trust property Woodbridge 
House in Guildford.
 Woodbridge had been closed for extensive 
conservation works and re-opened late last 
year.
	 This	magnificent	two-storey	house	was	built	
by Charles Harper (1842-1912), the only son 
of Rev. Charles and Julia (nee Lukin) Harper 
of Toodyay.
 Construction began after the land was 
purchased in 1883 and in 1885 Harper, his wife 
Fanny, their three sons and daughter moved in.
 There were to be three more sons and three 
more daughters so with 10 children it’s not 
surprising the Harpers had a school built on 
the property for their own and their neighbours’ 
children.
 Fortunately for Mrs Harper there was live-in 
staff and daily help.
 Harper was an industrious and resourceful 
man, which is not surprising given his past 
history.
 When Rev. Harper’s lease expired at Nardie 
in Toodyay, Mrs Harper and the children went 
to Perth where the young Charles received his 
formal education.
 At the tender age of 16 his mother sent him 
off	to	find	land	and	establish	a	farm	of	his	own.
 She equipped him with a horse and cart, gun, 
blankets, provisions and a £50 cheque.
 He leased land between York and Beverley 
and for several years worked as a farmer.
 During this time, he invented the distinctive 
Harper fence, an improved and inexpensive 
method for fencing paddocks where local 
timber was used instead of imported wire.
 A good example of the Harper fence can be 
seen at Syred’s Cottage in Bejoording which 
was recently restored by a member of our 
society.
 In 1861 Harper left farming and became 
involved in the exploration for pastoral land 
in the Yilgarn and later in the Pilbara.
 He took up pearling which enabled him to 
buy a share in the de Grey Station.
 During his time up north, Harper became 
fluent	in	the	local	Aboriginal	languages.
 Harper used his 470-acre (190ha) Woodbridge 
property to establish extensive orchards, table 
grapes and a commercial nursery selling fruit 
trees and vines.
 He was a pioneer in agricultural research as 
well as an inventor of farming machinery.
 Harper shared his knowledge and the results 
of his research through the pages of The West 
Australian, and the rural Western Mail, both 
founded in 1885 and both of which he was a 
part owner.
 Harper also served as a Parliamentarian. The 
Australian Dictionary of Biography has an in-
depth entry on Charles Harper which is worth 
reading in relation to the many and varied facets 
of his life.

The Harper fence at Syred’s cottage, Bejoording. Photo: Bob Sutcliffe.

Industrious pioneer left his mark on WA
 The updated history of the Toodyay Historical 
Society (1980-2020) was launched during 
our end-of-year sundowner. It is available for 
purchase at Drummond House. Cost: $15.
	 Our	first	meeting	will	be	held	on	Wednesday	
February 17 at 7pm at St Stephen’s Anglican 
Church hall.
 Donegan’s Cottage remains closed to the 
public. Drummond House is open between 

10am and noon in accordance with safety 
measures.
 Contacts: secretary.2j.ths@gmail.com, Robyn 
Taylor, rdtaylor@iinet.net.au, phone 9574 2578 
or Beth Frayne, toobide4@iinet.net.au, phone 
9574 5971. Postal address: PO 32 Toodyay 
WA 6566. Website: toodyayhistoricalsociety.
org.au/.
Membership is  $15 per annum.

Only ghosts remain at Jumperding

(today’s Toodyay) in 1903 by the American-based 
Adventists Church.
 Their teachings appealed to a number of settlers 
in the area and a church was established led by 
their Elder Thomas (Tom) John Strahan whose 
mud batt cottage was used for Saturday services.
 In 1908, because of problems with the Anglican 
Church over burial services at Nardie Cemetery, 
the Harders donated land for the Adventists’ own 
cemetery.
 Tom Strahan suffered terrible arthritis that 
began in 1895 and eventually his whole body 
was so stiff he could be balanced horizontally 
on a tree stump. There is a photo in the book to 
prove it.
 Despite this, Tom managed to complete a 
bible study course, learning all the texts by 
heart, and sing hymns from a hymn-book he had 
memorised.
 He also wrote religious poems and articles for 
the church newspaper.
 Membership of the church had been in decline 
around the time of Tom Strahan’s death in 1938.
 His headstone is unadorned, with just his name 
and dates 1867-1938.
 In the 1970s the cemetery came under the 
management of the Shire of Toodyay.
 Not surprisingly there is confusion about the 
names Jumperding and Jimperding as if they are 
one and the same.
 The steep hill that had to be negotiated on the 
old road from Guildford to Toodyay was near a 
brook and these were known as Jimperding Hill 
and Jimperding Brook, whereas the place where 
the Jimperding Brook enters the Avon River was 
commonly known as Jumperding, the name given 
to the school and cemetery.
 For this article, I am indebted to Jenny 
Edgecombe who researched and wrote the history 
of the Seventh Day Adventists at Jumperding, 
as well as a wealth of other contextual material 
about Toodyay, including the very readable The 
Life and Times of Wally Chitty.

Strahan family headstones, Photo: Jenny Edgecombe.

Gathering of 
birds to soothe 

the soul

New logo for CWA centenary in 2024.
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Bejoording Community Group News
From the desk of The Badger

AS OUR regular readers can imagine, it’s been 
a relatively quiet period since our Christmas 
dinner with the shed closed for January and 
many members on holiday or otherwise 
preoccupied with visitors and family.
 Nevertheless, a few good-fun social events 

Toodyay Agricultural Alliance
Frank Panizza

MOST	 local	 farmers	have	used	 the	first	 few	
weeks of January to get away for a well-earned 
break after the hectic harvest season.
  Farmers with livestock have had to 
temper their break with livestock husbandry 
commitments, and livestock producers have 
had to manage their grazing carefully as 
stubbles from last year’s harvest are thin and 
sheep and cattle have got on top of stubbles 
quickly.
  Agistment is keenly sought after, especially 
lupin and barley stubbles.
 Another issue of concern to livestock 
producers is low stock water supplies. A dry 
winter and a very dry summer so far have 
depleted dams and now many farmers are 
looking at the prospect of having to cart water.
 Some farmers in the northern part of our 
shire have started carting water already to 
supplement dam supplies. Most are fortunate 
enough to have supplies of water on other 
parts of their farms, however this still must be 
transported.
 Livestock values still remain very strong. 
Competition from eastern states graziers has 
kept values at local saleyards very strong.
 Good quality ewes are keenly sought by 
eastern states farmers wanting to re-stock their 
farms after three years of drought.

Toodyay Agricultural Society
Alison Wroth

THIS new year brings with it fresh beginnings, 
new ideas, a few new faces but still wise and 
experienced members. This is what generally 
makes for a perfect committee to organise the 
return of the 167th Toodyay Agricultural Show 
on Saturday October 9.
   After the cancellation last year, we are so 
motivated to put on the best blockbuster event 
and we want any committed person with us.
 From all reports the rush will be on for valued 
seats at this year’s committee table.
 So, if you think you have what it takes 
and you have the time to put in a bit of hard 
work for our community and would like to 
be a part of one of the best working, goal-
orientated committees in Toodyay, become a 
member of the Toodyay Agricultural Society 
and rock on down to the AGM at the Youth 
Hall in Toodyay Showgrounds by 7.30pm 
on Monday February 8.
 The AGM will take place for the election of 
the lucky committee members, followed by 
drinks and a light supper.
 All members are welcome and we look 
forward to seeing you there.

Toodyay Farmers Market
Sue Wakka

IT’S A new year and we are opening this year 
with a twilight market on Saturday February  
20 with all your favourite stallholders and a 
few new ones.
 It’s going to be a great evening with good 
food and plenty to see – check out our 
Facebook page.
 This year the market will celebrate six years 
of operation. Celebrations were put on hold 
last year but Covid-19 permitting, we will now 
mark April as our birthday month, so keep an 
eye out for that.
  There will be lots to see and do at each 
market and if you would like to join in, get in 
touch
 Markets from March onwards are held on 
the third Sunday of the month so if you have a 

Satellite imagery of a canola trial at Nunile in 2020.

  New South Wales, Queensland and Victoria 
have had a wet summer, coming off a wet 
winter, which has been the catalyst for the 
marked	increase	in	confidence	and	demand	for	
good quality breeding stock from WA.
 This month’s picture may look like art but 
is in fact a modern tool for fertiliser decision 
making and planning.
 It’s a satellite image of a canola trial within 
a canola crop in the Nunile area of Toodyay.
 The varying colours are used to detect and 
plot differences in vegetative growth of any 
crop including canola.
 The stronger purple tones are where the 
vegetative growth is best and grading to blues 
and down to yellow and red being the worst.
 These images are available for any area on a 
weekly basis all year.
 Areas on the images which reveal weaknesses 
in the crop can allow the farmer to take 
remedial action.
 This may be to apply additional fertiliser to 
weak areas or not to over-apply fertiliser in 
areas	where	it	is	sufficiently	fertilised.
  Maps can then be produced from these 
images which then can be programmed into 
fertiliser spreading machinery or air seeders 
which then control the amount of fertiliser to 
apply to each area.
 This process, although time consuming, 
improves	the	efficiency	of	applied	fertiliser.

Looks like art but it’s a tool for fertilising

Fewer kids means program changes
Bejoording residents celebrating Christmas dinner at the Northam Tavern.

have taken place with gatherings at people’s 
homes.
 There was a sizeable gathering for Australia 
Day at the home of Wendy and Colin Hoffman. 
Thanks to them for hosting this event for the 
second year in a row.
 Instead of our usual Christmas party, the 
community group decided to put a fresh spin on 
things and hold a large dinner at the Northam 

Tavern on December 23where a great time was 
had	by	all.	It	was	a	terrific	turnout,	excellent	
food and the usual excellent service we’ve 
come to expect at the venue.
	 When	we	met	for	the	first	time	on	February	
3 we had our usual robust planning discussion 
for the year’s events.
 Some past events that have been held 
regularly are likely to fade away as our 
demographic is changing.
  There are currently very few children around; 
they’ve all grown up.  It seems more of us are 
ageing and a few members have moved away 
and some new ones have arrived.
 The changing demographic helps sustain 
a healthy community when there are some 
program changes made. Watch this space.
 It was a good end to the year, so here’s 
looking forward to an equally successful and 
Covid-free 2021.
 Your monthly reminder: We meet every 
Wednesday evening (except in January) at the 
Bejoording Community Centre which shares 
premises	with	 the	 local	 volunteer	 bush	 fire	
brigade in Bejoording Road.
 Come along from 6pm and leave when it suits 
you. It’s strictly ‘come as you are’ casual, kids 
are welcome and there are fun events every 
month.
 If you aren’t yet a member, we’d love to get 
to know you. If you want to know more, you 
can contact president, Barry Grey on 0428 742 
149 or call The Badger on 0414 250 484. Hope 
to see you soon.

Motivation high for 
blockbuster Show

Twilight market stalls to kick off 2021
community group and would like to get your 
message out, allocations go fast so get in quick.
  Perhaps you would like to become a 
stallholder or just get involved.
 We are fortunate to have the support of 
Toodyay Shire councillors who are always 
available at every market to answer any 
questions you may have.
 There is the book exchange where you can 
bring books to swap or make a donation to take 
one home.
 Also, there is a wide range of food to grab a 
bite at the market or to take home – burgers, 
sausage sizzles, chicken kebabs etc., and to 
take home yummy honey, juicy jams, chunky 
chutney, pumpkins, oranges, silverbeet, apples, 
mandarins – you get the idea.  There is lots 
more on offer.
 A choice of delectable wines is available, as 
are luscious-smelling soaps, creams, lotions 

and potions as well as crystal jewellery, 
stunning beanies, crotchet and knitted scarves, 
kiddies knits and cloths and bibs, bath salts.  
You name it it’s there.
  Homeware gifts of delightful quilts, pillows, 
handtowels, resin goods, ceramic cups and bowls, 
local photo mugs, tea towels, crystal suncatchers, 
eco laundry wash, and even a new screen door is 
up for grabs.
 For keen gardeners there are succulents, a 
variety of plants, great metal artwork and quirky 
metal sculptures, outdoor tables as well as hand-
painted pots.
 There is always great music and on occasion 
demonstrations from local clubs. Consider joining 
us, especially if you have excess vegetables.
 For further information email toodyay 
farmersmarket@gmail.com/
 See you at the twilight market on Saturday  
February 20 from 5.30pm to 8.30pm.
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Hampers for Heroes goes down a treat with veterans
RSL Toodyay Sub-Branch
Heather Brennan

OUR MOST unusual year ended with a very-
well-attended Christmas party on December 
6 and it was wonderful to see so many 
members and sponsors attend.
 Santa was once again the highlight of the 
day and provided good cheer to all as he 
delivered presents to our guests of honour.
 Our donated hamper was won by Megan 
Ebdon and many donated door prizes were 
distributed during the luncheon.
 Our sincere thanks to all who contributed 
to making our Christmas party a success; our 
wonderful caterers and our hamper and door 
prize donors.
 At the end of this year’s celebration, we 
were allowed to take home the handmade 
decorations.
 Toodyay is truly an awesome community.
 Unfortunately, we weren’t able to run our 
Sandakan Student Scholarship this year due 
to Covid-19, and our previous winners were 
not able to travel so we weren’t able to listen 
to our scholarship winners regale us with 
their life-changing experiences.
 Sadly, this year’s travel plans for our 
winners have also been postponed.
 In December, RSL Toodyay Sub-Branch 
President Peter Brennan had the honour of 
attending the Toodyay District High School 
2020 Recognition of Achievement Awards 
presentation.
 We were invited to present our Toodyay 

From left: Doss Chitty, Mavis Rowles and Judith Walton at the Christmas party in the 
Memorial Hall in Toodyay.

TOODYAY will step back in time yet again 
to celebrate the life and times of legendary 
Avon Valley bushranger, Moondyne Joe, at 
the Moondyne Festival on Sunday May 2.
 The highlight of the day’s festivities is the 
re-enactment of Moondyne Joe’s various 
escapades and mock trials.
 The festival, WA’s premier colonial 
jubilee, was first held in 1984 to celebrate 
the life and times of Joseph Bolitho John, 
nicknamed Moondyne Joe. 
 The picturesque historical town of 
Toodyay is transformed into a lively all- day 
festival with music, dance, laughter and 
healthy fun for the whole family.
 The opening ceremony is at 10am.
 Locals and guests dress in 19th century 
costumes for a colourful procession down 
the main street headed by the musket-
firing Rifle and Artillery Regiment 1860, 
followed by a fun, colourful, energetic and 
noisy parade with street actors, pipe band, 
blacksmith, wood chopping and much more.
 Cheer on Joe’s Gang and the floozies, 
coppers, swaggies and town crier.
 Joe is tried by a kangaroo court, convicted 
by a corrupt judge and subsequently 
escapes with the assistance of local 
inhabitants who love the man who is WA’s 
best-known bushranger – the equivalent of 
Ned Kelly or Robin Hood.
 The festival will be held in the main street 
which will be closed off to traffic from 9am 
to 4pm.
 With free entry and entertainment, the 
town will have the atmosphere of a wild 
town fair.
 As well as the street entertainment 
there is a colonial village and a variety 
of stalls, displays, performances and 
demonstrations.
 Visiting the antique and collectors’ fair in 
the Memorial Hall is also a must.
 Greg Hastings will delight us again with 
his rich voice, and wealth of songs and 
stories including some didgeridoo pieces.
 Arts Toodyay will present local art at the 
CWA Hall, while the Mad Tatters, Morris 
Dancers, and Toodyay Community Singers 
provide entertainment along the main street.
 Listen to various entertainers who will 
present early settlers’ folk music that will 
include Irish, Scottish, Italian and English 
songs.
 The festival flows through the main 
town site to beautiful Duidgee Park on the 
banks of the Avon River where there will be 
speciality craft and food stalls.
 Events include log chopping, shearing, 
blacksmithing, bush poetry, stilt walkers, 
Clydesdale cart rides, woodturning, the 

Moondyne Joe ready to wreak mayhem 
in good old Toodyay town

Kalamunda Pipe Band and of course the ever-
popular Swaggie Camp in the colonial village.
 This event is packed full of family fun and 
kids’ entertainment. Children will be delighted 
with stilt walkers, carnival face painting, 
balloon twisting, petting zoo and old-fashioned 
games such as hopscotch, sack and egg-and-

spoon races, skipping, quoits and much 
more.
 Make sure you don’t miss this brilliant event 
suitable for all ages.
 For information and to view the program 
visit moondynefestival.com. au or contact 
moondynecommittee@gmail.com. 

Cadet Encouragement Award which is 
normally announced at the school’s Anzac 
Day Ceremony usually held earlier in the 
year. Again, due to Covid-19, this had not 
been possible.
 Our congratulations go to Hunter Colfer 
who is the recipient of our 2020 Cadet 
Encouragemen Award.
 We sincerely thank RSLWA for running the 
Hamper for Heroes program again this year.

 It is such a wonderful idea, and we would 
also pass on the gratitude of the personnel 
who received these hampers.
	 December	also	saw	us	undertake	our	first	
public event with our new red Containers for 
Change bins displaying our logo and stickers 
denoting the proper use of these bins.
 All money raised from the Containers for 
Change	 scheme	will	 go	 towards	 our	 first	
permanent home as a sub-branch.

 Our thanks go to the Toodyay Community 
Resource Centre and the Toodyay Farmers 
Market for giving us the opportunity to use 
our bins.
 Our advocate’s visits to Northam 
Memorial Hall in Fitzgerald Street, 
Northam start again this month and for  
appointments you can contact Geoff 
Brown on 0458 411 648.
 Please note; this service is available 
on the last Wednesday of every month 
between 1000-1400 hours and is open to 
all veterans and their partners, whether or 
not you are a member of the RSL.
 We look forward to seeing our members 
at our first meeting on Saturday 13 
February at the Memorial Hall in Toodyay, 
starting at 1300.

THE AVON Valley Vintage Vehicle 
Association of WA will be holding a 
swap meet at Jubilee Oval in Northam 
on Sunday February 21 with public entry 
from 7am at a cost of $5.
 Everything from vintage cars, trucks and 
machinery to collectables and household 
items will be on sale.
 For further information contact Sylvia 
Bristow-Stagg on 0417 976 699 or email 
splinter37@gmail.com.

Vintage items for 
Northam swap meet

Toodyay Casino Bus
Rae Vigar

I WOULD like to inform you all that I am 
not going to be organising bus trips to the 
casino anymore.
 Personally, and on behalf of the original 
organiser Ida Edwards, thanks to everyone 
who took advantage of this service.

Ida’s marks 20 years

Casino bus pulls up

More the merrier

Ida’s Hideaway
Rae Vigar

HAPPY New Year Toodyay from all at Ida’s 
Hideaway.
 We have been on a break but will be back 
playing bingo on Saturday February 6.
 If you are over 50 we would love you to 
join us.
 We meet every Saturday from 1pm to 
4pm in the conference room of the Toodyay 
Community Resource Centre where we have 
a lovely afternoon tea and a lot of fun.
 This is the 20th year of Ida’s Hideaway, so 
we will be celebrating.
 For more information phone Rae on 9574 
2356 or Ida on 9574 2858.

Toodyay Probus Club
Norm Green

WE BLINKED – and another year has passed by.
  For some it dragged on a bit and many will 
be glad that it is over but what lies ahead for this 
year?
 Last year was eventful of course, mainly due 
to Covid-19 and former US President Donald 
Trump.
 It was not so eventful though for many clubs 
and social organisations and Toodyay Probus Club 
was no exception, but a few outings and meal 
events were arranged and carried out.
 Coffee mornings were held for most of the year, 
but our meetings were cancelled from February 
until September.
 There was a visit to the camels at DromeDairy 
and to the alpacas at Fibre of the Gods, so the 
animals did not miss out.
 A Christmas lunch held at The Lume in Northam 
was well attended.
 January is our ‘lay’ month, so nothing to report 
there.
 We will hold our AGM this month and hope that 
enough	of	us	are	able	to	take	on	official	roles	so	
that we can continue.
 New members were welcomed in 2020. These 
people add strength and diversity to the club and 
we hope that more new members will come along 
this year.
 We are quite a merry group already but as they 
say, “the more the merrier”.
 For further information, contact Joan on 0417 
171 606.
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Avon Woodturners
Max J Heath

WELL, here we are in a new year and after 
a crazy 2020, what will this one throw at us?
 Woodturning has just started after a few 
weeks break and planning for the year is in 
full swing.
 The club hopes to invite another small club 
(Mundaring) to a barbie breakfast soon and 
we have a demonstrator, maybe from Swan 
club, who will come and do a demo for us.
	 We	finished	 up	 last	 year	with	 a	 project	
which we had been working on for a 

Lions Club of Toodyay
Jim Silvester

LIKE many other community groups, the 
Toodyay Lions Club has been in abeyance 
for the past year.
 However, Covid-19 permitting, the club 
intends to resume activities this year.
 We will be running the Jumbo Auction in 
March, so start getting your old unwanted 
treasures ready for sale.
 The auction will be held on Saturday 

Volunteers of Toodyay Museums
Barry Keens

WE START another year with the Old Gaol 
Museum operational and not subject to last 
year’s problems.
 Sales of shingles and value-added products 
such as the shingle bells were very popular 
as Christmas gifts.
 We now have funds to purchase a laptop 
computer to enable us to show items we have 
in storage and provide visitors with more 
information about the items on display.
 The laptop should be in place at the 
museum by the time this is published.
 Michelle prepared School Holiday Fun 
Packs, funded from shingle sales and these 
have proved to be very popular with our 
younger visitors.
 Despite the heat the Old Gaol Museum 
and Connor’s Mill Museum are really ‘cool’ 
places to visit.
 The volunteers have been working behind 
the scenes organising more than 400 objects, 
documents and photographs which have 
been donated to the collection.
 Many thanks to all our donors and please 
don’t hesitate to offer items that could be 
added to this very important collection.
 Hope to see you all at the Toodyay Farmers 
Market on Sunday February 21 when we will 
be bringing some new shingle products to 
sell.

Toodyay District High School teachers with their wooden bowls made by the Avon Woodturners.

School staff bowled over by turners
considerable amount of time.
 A few years ago we made small nut bowls 
and gave these to an organisation in Toodyay 
to give to oldies around town.
 After some discussion, it was decided that 
maybe we should repeat this and do it to 
support the staff at our local school.
 We realised that these people are doing a 
great job and don’t, in our opinion, get due 
recognition for what they do for the young 
people in the district.
 When researching this we discovered there 
are about 67 staff at our school.
 With so many staff it was somewhat of 
a challenge for our small club – but we 
achieved our goal.
 All members took part and we were able to 
purchase suitable timber cut into small round 
blocks which made it a little easier.
 A couple of woodturners went to the school 
and made the presentation, and we hope there 
were plenty of bowls left over for those staff 
members not present on the day.
 The reception we received was tremendous 
and so worthwhile.
 We received a letter from school principal 
David Ball which reads:
 “It is with great pride and thanks that I 
congratulate your organisation for the gifting 
of the 70 wooden bowls – and lollies, to the 
staff of Toodyay District High School.

 “This year has been a complex year due 
to the world pandemic and the anxieties 
associated with that.
 “Your gift, as you can see from the photos 
attached gave a very noticeable boost to 
school moral as we are all strapped for time 
at the end of the year.
 “Please share my thanks with all of your 
members and I wish you all a very Merry 
Christmas and a safe and prosperous New 
Year.”
 We will have had a meeting by the time The 
Herald comes out and we have a few things 
on the agenda.
 The main item is the purchase of a 
thicknesser, an item of machinery that we 
haven’t got which would be so useful.
 With one of these machines, we can make 
use of so much more of our stored timber.
 Planning is already going ahead to attend 
Moondyne as usual and so we are deciding 
what we will do there.
 Most turning done at the festival will be for 
exhibition with some giveaways on the day.
 Well, that is about all from the woodturners 
and we hope everyone had a great Christmas 
and New Year.
 Don’t forget that one and all are welcome 
to visit us at 2J Junction on Sundays and 
Wednesdays between 9am and 11.30am.

Lions on prowl for treasures
March 20 at the Toodyay oval and we will 
be receiving auction items on Friday March 
19.
 The cost is $5 per lot and 10 per cent 
deposit on the fall of the hammer.
 Further details and entry forms will be in 
the March edition of The Toodyay Herald.
 We welcome new members and if you are 
interested in joining the club, we meet at 
the	Freemasons	Hotel	on	the	first	and	third	
Tuesdays of the month.  So come along and 
share	a	meal	and	find	out	all	about	the	Lions.

Shingle bells fund 
museum laptop


