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Flowering Moodjar signals
a change of season
Noongar Kaartdijin Aboriginal
Corporation

Cover and pages of Darn a Good Yarn.

Darn a Good Yarn captures
all those ‘struth’ moments

THE ROYAL Flying Doctor Service (RFDS)
and the Country Women’s Association
(CWA) have worked shoulder-to-shoulder
for more than nine decades to improve life
for those in country Australia.
Both iconic and well-loved institutions are
very much part of the communities served, so
a call was put out a few years ago for stories,
memories, prose and yarns of the bush.
The resulting book will raise money for
the ongoing missions of the RFDS and CWA
– and the book was officially launched on
November 16.
Unfortunately, an unrelenting drought had
the project on hold, twice, but earlier this
year, after fires, floods and then a health
pandemic struck, it was decided that if there
was any year that needed a publication like
Darn a Good Yarn, it is 2020.
We wanted to capture those ‘struth’
moments, both good and bad, with real

stories of how Aussies come together in
times of need.
The volume and quality of submissions
received was amazing, from all over
Australia, from authors young and old.
More than 80 contributions made it into
this volume and we have had to keep some
for next volume which we plan to release
late next year.
This book will surprise you, make you
laugh out loud, bring joy and maybe even
shed a tear.
It is a book about today as much as it is
about historical events.
And the wry sense of humour displayed
in sometimes very severe circumstances
communicates our famous Aussie spirit.
It’s a real page turner, with short and easily
digestible bites of life in the Aussie bush.
The book is available from the RFDS and
publisher Booktopia’s websites.

WHEN you see flowers on the Moodjar tree
also known as the Christmas Tree or Nuytsia
Floribunda, you can almost guarantee that
the weather is starting to heat up.
The flowering of the Moodjar is one of the
obvious signs that the season is changing
from kambarang (October/ November) to
birak (December/ January).
The Moodjar tree is an important spirit tree
for the Noongar people.
The tree’s beautiful gold-to-orange flowers
are significant as ‘a form of spirit’, so
Noongar tradition is to not allow damage
or removal of the tree and for many this
also includes not picking the branches and
flowers.
It is in full bloom in birak season and this
specifically would be an indication that some
inland Noongar people would transit towards
the coast and spend time to hunt for seafood.
Margaret Drayton wrote that in the local

Yued Dreaming “…it serves as a marker for
significant ceremony and burial sites.
“During lore time, when the tree is in
flower, it shows in significant places around
the boodja (country).
“Noongar Yued ancestors have always
enforced that people show respect for the
Moodjar and to protect the tree where
possible.”
A Yued legend is that when a Noongar
person dies their spirit enters the tree where
they wait for birak.
When the tree flowers, their spirit goes
west to Kooranup (over the ocean) to be with
ancestors.
During birak, celebrations are held
to honour the spirits of ancestors and
celebrate the continuation of cultural lore
and traditions.
Yued Noongar leader and Noongar NKAC
Chairperson Robert Miles and the NKAC
team wish everyone a safe and joyous
Christmas season, and look forward to
communicating with you next year.

Birak is our spiritual time
Noongar Waangkiny
Elder Sharmaine Miles
KAYA (hello).
We are now in birak season.
As this season is a special wirnitj (spiritual)
time I would like to highlight some Noongar
words for spiritual elements.

Words for the month

Yitting – the Dreaming
Weirn – spirit being, soul, human spirit
Waugal – spirit snake
Djenak – bad spirit
Djin-Djin – good spirit
Mundung – ghost spirit
Kaari-wangkiny – spirit talk, pray

Calling all ‘real’ Boomers
to give voice to ’50s
Singers set to roam the

streets a’carolling

Toodyay Community Singers
Collette Healy

SINCE our last Herald contribution, the
Singers have had their AGM.
Some retained their positions on
committee, such as our valued treasurer,
Edna. Thank you, Edna, your time
and conscientiousness is very much
appreciated.
The president resigned, the acting
president resigned, the vice-president
resigned, so a new president and vice
president were nominated, and both
accepted: namely Colette (yours truly) as
president, and Stuart as vice-president.
Vicky resigned as secretary, Annmarie
was nominated and also accepted the role.
Two new committee members were
elected, Paula and Patricia.
Tom, our trusted technical advisor and
‘do it all’ person will continue to be part
of our group, and Peter will continue as
musical director. The rest of the members
are intending to stay on as well.
A sincere thank you to all.
But on a sadder note, a very valued
member resigned.
Brian, a long-term member, has decided
to stay home on Thursday nights.
Perhaps his new-found love of playing
guitar is more appealing to him?
Anyway, he will be missed a lot by all.
And another very valued voice in the
group may be leaving us shortly.
Stan, who is also a valued member of the
group, has moved to another location.
He too will be very much missed when
he goes – but he’s not gone yet.
Members who did not have to work on
Remembrance Day took part in the service
at the Anzac Park memorial.
Trish Young’s Junior Choir, directed
by Megan also provided some songs,

complementing the service.
We have a few events coming up over the
next few weeks singing some Christmas
tunes and carolling in various places.
We’ll be taking part in the street party
on Friday December 18, so look out for
us around town on Sunday December 20
when we’ll be singing outside the IGA and
ending up at the Toodyay Farmers Market,
and who knows what or where in-between?
So, as usual, new members are most
welcome.
As we are down a couple of male voices,
we badly need some more men to join the
group.
Any brave men out there who are willing
try out their vocal cords and get involved
in a fun group, we would love to have you
join us.
We meet every Thursday evening from
7pm to 9pm at the CWA Hall
Why not come along and try us out?

Toodyay Music Club
Jenny Edgecombe

CALLING all Baby Boomers.
I mean the ‘real’ Boomers who remember
their parents’ music of the 1950s and earlier,
in addition to the music they grew up with
in the 60s and 70s.
You will hear some of these at Toodyay
Music Club, in addition to a fair sprinkling
of newer songs.
Why not make a New Year’s resolution to
visit our acoustic music club next year to see
what we’re about?
Visitors are welcome to perform, or just
listen, and everyone is invited to join us for
a cup of tea during the break.
November’s gathering kicked off with the
usual short singalong session to warm up
the voices, including an old rock and roll
favourite, Hello Mary Lou.
People have been busy learning new songs
as well as pulling out some old favourites.
The styles ranged from Pete and Moya’s
sweet duet, The Party’s Over to Collette’s
sensational impromptu singing with Phil in
his blues rendition of Suspicious Minds.

In her own items Collette also showed off
her considerable progress on the guitar.
Maurice produced some very cool chords
and back-up singing to give Eileen’s I’m
Beginning to See the Light a very Cole Porter
effect.
Brian offered up a very nicely controlled
version of We’ve Only Just Begun.
It has not gone unnoticed that he has been
working on his guitar skills to accompany
his singing.
Club members love a singalong, and they
respond with gusto when Anne invites people
to join in.
This time the audience participation
prompted a great version of Auld Lang Syne,
with its multiple verses, not just the chorus
we usually hear at New Year.
Looking ahead, there will be a December
meeting, but no meeting in January.
Next year’s first meeting will be at 1pm
in the CWA Hall on the second Saturday
February 13, with items relating to a theme
of light.
Any style of music is welcome, as long as
it is acoustic. Talk to Joe on 0400 862 694
for more information.
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Gifts for homeless women

Ragbag Quilting Group
Kerry Gregory
THIS unusual year is drawing to a close and
we will meet for the last time at our Christmas
lunch on Wednesday December 2.
A beautiful meal and exchange of Chris
Cringle handmade gifts will round out a pretty
good year, all things considered.
Most of our members are really organised
completing their Christmas projects.
I must say their families and friends will be
very happy to receive some really fabulous
gifts.

Some of the hundreds of colourful Christmas
table mats for nursing homes.

The WA Quilting Association’s November
gathering was a Christmas lunch.
Donated gifts of handmade wash bags full of
toiletries for homeless women and Christmas
place mats for nursing homes (pictured)
were wonderfully supported by association
members.
It reminds us that the true joy of Christmas
is giving and being kind to one another.
I take this opportunity to say - may your
festive season be filled with love and joy as
we think of what we value most; good health,
families, friends, community and what keeps
us close.
Happy Christmas everyone.
The hot weather of the summer, indoors
and out of the heat, is always a good time to
get cracking on a few ambitious projects, so
happy sewing and I look forward to seeing the
outcome of your efforts in the New Year.
The Ragbag group will be in recess for
December and January; next meeting will be
Wednesday February 3.
Do come and join us, new members are
most welcome. Bring some hand sewing, your
machine and quilt pieces if you wish, your
knitting, crochet or whatever. Have a cuppa,
a chat and a laugh with us.
We meet regularly on the first and third
Wednesday each month from 10am to 2pm
in the St Stephen’s Anglican Church Hall in
Stirling Terrace, Toodyay.

Wooroloo artist displays in Toodyay
ARTIST Brian Aylward will be known to
those who have attended Toodyay’s annual
VINO art exhibition, but he is generally
found at his studio/gallery in Wooroloo.
His display there is looking depleted now
as he has brought 42 works to Toodyay and
set them up at 2/105 Stirling Terrace in the
former newsagency building.
There is a wide range of work and sizes,
from small pastels to 1 to 1.5m acrylics.
The techniques Brian uses include pastels,
oils, acrylics, charcoal, screen print and
mixed media.
Brian has been a full-time artist for 31 years
and has mounted 49 solo exhibitions which,
at around 36 new works a time, indicates a
large body of work.
He has taught art at 34 locations across the
state, many in the Wheatbelt.

In recent years Brian has entered few
competitions but since 1990 he has received
90 awards and commendations.
His association with Toodyay goes back
to 1985 when he purchased 5ha of land in
Wicklow Estate which was the only subdivision available at the time.
Brian was forced to sell the block when
TAFE transferred him to Manjimup where
he became the district coordinator, his last
full-time job.
The main instigator of the exhibition, local
artist Sharon Boxall, will be looking after the
shop two days a week.
Brian’s exhibition is on display in Toodyay
from Wednesday to Sunday, 10.30am to
3pm, and finishes at this stage on Sunday
December 13.

Carol’s completed zigzag village design backlit with tea lights.

Scan and cut method raises
wintery zig zag village
The Crooked Needle
Jean Melhuish-Hill

CAROL Barlow recently headed off with
her pop-up van for a jaunt to Kalbarri.
As well as seeing the sights which included
the new skywalk, she also managed to fit in
some craft.
Craft is not all knitting and sewing.
Carol spent a week working on a zigzag
village design which starts with a scan and
cut of the various pieces in several colours.
Buildings, roofs, doors, windows,
everything you see is cut out on coloured
cards then reassembled with great care and
backlit with tea lights.
The most recent village was a gift for
Carol’s family in the UK which she posted
and, believe it or not, it was in the UK within
a week.
She was also busy with Halloween
decorations and using her loom and creating
cards for the festive season.
Welcome to Sheryn Boyer who joined the

group last month.
After checking out what everyone was up
to she has been busily working on a knitted
blue koala and is making good progress. I
am sure the recipient will love it.
Friday December 18 will be our Christmas
lunch with everyone bringing a plate, a gift
and their good cheer which will round off
the year and take us into a new one.
Our first meeting after the Christmas lunch
will be on Friday January 8. Where has the
year gone?
For more information please contact Jan
on 0407 083 079 or Annette on 0428 804
666.
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Money barometer
climbs for arts
Home of Culture and Arts in
Toodyay
THE HOME of Culture and Arts in Toodyay
(HCAT) is excited that pledges are starting
to come in for our Expression of Interest
(EOI) in a proposal to transform the St
Aloysius building into a multipurpose arts
facility.
During November we secured $30,000
and are waiting to hear back from some
corporations and philanthropists.
Thank you so much to those who have
made a pledge.
The HCAT money barometer is now up
outside the Toodyay and Districts Bendigo
Community Bank to show our progress.
Over the coming months, if we raise
the funds required ($350,000) and are
successful with our EOI then the centre will
be used for a range of cultural and artistic
experiences – right here in Toodyay.
Ideas include: regular monthly events, nine
per year from April to December, such as
exhibitions and concerts; specific Toodyay
and regional events; planned access and use
through bookings; collaboration with other
regional arts groups; rental of space by arts
associations and individuals; and potential
to lease areas for business opportunities.
We would love you to help make this
a reality for Toodyay and the wider
community.
Pledge forms and information are
available at many local businesses or can
be located via the HCAT Facebook page
or by contacting John Zawada on 0432 614
080 or email jzzawada@gmail.com.
The HCAT team wishes everyone a happy
Christmas and safe holiday period and we
look forward to seeing you in the new year.

Northam Flour Mill. Photo: Chad Peacock.

Art runs Amok on old flour mill

Aimee Ko
FORM, in partnership with the Shire of Northam,
CBH Group and MAURI have commissioned
artist Amok Island to transform the façade of the
old Northam Flour Mill, re-invigorating the iconic
gateway via the Avon Bridge to the state’s largest
inland town.
Northam is re-imagining its role as a Wheatbelt
hub previously defined by the agriculture and
transport industries.
Its proximity to Perth and popular annual events
such as the Avon Descent and National Hot Air
Ballooning Championships draw visitors who
discover local tourist attractions such as the stateof-the-art Aboriginal cultural learning centre Bilya
Koort Boodja; a Brutalist-style library designed
by renowned Bulgarian architect Iwan Iwanoff;
hidden wine bars; and the newly renovated
Farmer’s Home Hotel.
The addition and procurement of public art
is central to bringing a new wave of energy to
Northam.
Mr Island’s new mural on the flour mill will
become one of a handful of local public works
which include the town’s most-visited 38m-high
mural painted across eight CBH wheat silos.
“It is fantastic to see various groups come
together to contribute to such a worthwhile
project – this mural will not only complement the
tourist-attracting murals at the CBH Avon site, but

Creativity thrives in a constantly
changing year

This year’s VINO exhibition attracted a good crowd.
Arts Toodyay
The open studio day in October was also
a great success with Arts Toodyay members
Eleanor Frith
Ruth Silvester, Despina Weston and Di
DESPITE the circumstances of 2020 it is true Granger participating.
that many artists have been able to continue
There’ll be more to pop your peepers on
creating as usual just as artists do.
before the year is out.
Perhaps more people in general have given
Arts Toodyay members Brian Aylward and
some time to exploring their artistic leanings Sharon Boxall have done something a little
and found some enjoyment and interest in the bit different and opened a space in the former
creative process.
newsagency to exhibit Brian’s colourful
Arts Toodyay, like many groups, has had works. (See advertisement Page 11.)
an interesting year and while it’s not quite
Don’t delay as they may not be there for
over yet, it’s pleasing to reflect on a few
long.
accomplishments.
For further information ring Brian Aylward
With fewer events than usual, it is safe to
on
0447 144 862 or Sharon Boxall, 0478 624
say that any that did come to pass were very
556.
popular and greatly appreciated.
Of course, don’t forget to visit the Arts
Among them of course VINO springs
to mind as an enlivening occasion and a Toodyay Facebook page and Website for
more information.
highlight.

also provide great views and help to reinvigorate
this part of Northam town,” Shire President Chris
Antonio said.
Mr Island’s work will celebrate one of Northam’s
natural and considerably unique attractions, the
white swan and its home on the banks of the Avon
River.
In the early 1900s, Northam Mayor Oscar
Bernard brought the swans to the town, which over
time has now become the only place in Australia
where the species continues to survive and breed
naturally.
The Northam Flour Mill, built in 1867, is a wellloved major landmark with historical significance
as a pioneer industry in the district.
For more than 140 years it has provided local
employment and was responsible for generating
Northam’s first electricity.
Over the years, the mill has had a multiple of
owners and numerous renovations but one thing
remains constant, its status in symbolising the
importance of agriculture, in particular wheat,
for the town and Shire of Northam, with MAURI
currently occupying the building.
“As the largest food manufacturer in Northam,
MAURI is proud of the collaboration with the
Shire of Northam, CBH Group and FORMs in
bringing this art project to life,” Northam MAURI
site manager David Davies said.
Mr Island has already started the mural on the
flour mill which features a flock of swans taking
off from the water.
“It is rare to be able to paint an artwork on such
a beautiful old historic building, and I think these
types of canvases often combine really well with
my more modern minimalistic style.
“In my research I found that the river right next
to the mill is a spot often visited by the white swan
and is used as a nesting ground, so I am excited to
start painting and hopefully see some swans fly by
while working on the mural,” Mr Ireland said.
It is interesting to note that Northam Flour Mill
was built almost 30 years before British colonists
first introduced white swans to WA in 1896.
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Loki finds a ‘pinky’ and
delivers it to owner
Marsupial Mammas and Pappas
Brian Foley
LAST month was busy for all our carers with
kangaroos and birds and there were some
success stories and some failures.
In October we had a call from a community
member who had picked up our information
sheet at the Toodyay Farmers Market.
The caller said they had a joey and that
its rescuer was Loki, a Maremma dog that
patrols Souls and Stars Farm Sanctuary in
Toodyay.
It’s not the first time Loki has found a
‘pinky’ while patrolling 700 acres (283ha),
but it’s the first live one he has found.
The dog carried it very gently so that the
skin on the ‘pinky’ was unbroken.
Loki found his owner who knew to wrap
up the ‘pinky’ and keep it warm and contact
us.
The rescuers have named the joey Joanna
and donated money for her milk.
Now that’s a great rescue result.
Western Greys, Euros and a Western Brush

Wallaby have all been rescued and handed
to our group.
Incoming rescued birds have been: magpies
with wing injuries; parrots; a Black-faced
Woodswallow; a duckling and, a tawny
Frogmouth which needed its beak wired to
repair a fracture, however its prognosis is
good but it will require long-term care.
A young Woylie was found but it had too
many injuries to survive.
Also found were six Pigmy Possum babies
which were too small, weighing one gram
each. We tried with two-hourly feeds, but
they did not survive 24 hours.
Three of our joeys have developed cataracts
and the prognosis is not good.
We are importing expensive medicines to
see if this will give them sufficient sight to
allow them to be released. So, at the markets,
if you wish to assist with a donation, it will
be greatly appreciated.
If you find injured wildlife and you are
unsure what to do, or if you want to be a
carer, ring Brian 0419 933 721, Robyn 0417
173 283 or Wildcare Helpline 9474 9055.

This is local hero Loki that rescued a ‘pinky’ (a ‘pinky’ is a very young joey that has not yet
grown any fur).

Collared Sparrowhawk. Photo: Viv Street.

Sparrowhawk makes rare
touchdown in Toodyay

Bird of the Month
Desraé Clarke
IDENTIFYING birds is not always easy.

However, Toodyay is fortunate to have
Naturalists’ Club members who are
knowledgeable and will readily assist with
identification.
The Collared Sparrowhawk is one such bird
as it has several similarities to the common
Brown Goshawk.
If you are fortunate enough to observe the
Sparrowhawk close at hand, there are a number
of small differences that can assist in correctly
identifying it.
The Sparrowhawk, of 30 to 40cms, is a
slender bird with a small head; the female is
nearly double the weight of the male averaging
235g compared with the male which averages
140g.
The Brown Goshawk by comparison is
47cms to 56cms, a considerably larger bird.
A second difference that may be observed
using binoculars is that the Sparrowhawk has
a ‘wide-eyed’ expression whereas the Brown
Goshawk has a ‘beetle brow’ similar to the
Wedge-tailed Eagle making it appear cross.
The upper body of the Sparrowhawk is greyblue with the under-parts finely barred rufous
and white; it has a rufous collar around the
neck.
The eye and the skin around the eye are a
bright yellow as are the fine long legs and feet.
It may be noted that the central toe is very
long.
Breeding is from August to December and
the nest is a shallow platform of sticks lined
daily with fresh eucalypt leaves.
Two or three white or greenish-white eggs are
laid to be incubated by the female for 35 to 37
days with the young hatching a downy-white;
they fledge at around four weeks.
Prey is usually small birds as the Sparrowhawk
sits, watches and waits in thick tree foliage.
It also takes small mammals, reptiles and
large insects but its primary prey is small birds.

The Brown Goshawk, in comparison, takes
larger prey up to the size of a rabbit. It will
take short flights from tree-cover to tree-cover,
landing briefly then flying on to take prey by
surprise that may be birds, reptiles, domestic
fowl, large insects or frogs.
The male Sparrowhawk call is a very rapid
‘kikikikiki’ with the call of the female a deeper
and more mellow call.
The Sparrowhawk is not a common bird in
the Toodyay area.
To have it visit the birdbath for a long period
and the observer sending information and
photos to the Toodyay Naturalists’ Club is most
appreciated; the information is so valuable.
The club may be contacted by email at info@
toodyaynats.org.au or by ringing 9574 5574.
For advice or assistance with injured,
orphaned or sick wildlife contact Wildcare on
9474 9055.

Club farewells
mentor patron

Toodyay Naturalists’ Club
Desraé Clarke

A MOST-interesting evening was spent at the
home of members for the Nats’ end-of-year
get-together with the added enjoyment of
watching the many bird species going about
their end-of-day activities.
The event began on a sad note recognising the
recent passing of one of the three Naturalists’
Club’s patrons, Stephen Davies.
Dr Davies, an incredible naturalist and
ornithologist, was a mentor to many budding
naturalists and a supporter of the club.
In 1968 Dr Davies gave the newly-formed
club’s first presentation. RIP.
Reverends Peggy and Brian Ludlow have
returned to England after a five-year stay based
in Toodyay.
They have both loved our wildlife and
visiting places of natural history.
By the time The Herald is published, the
Club will have held its planning meeting in
preparation for next year’s activities.
Included in the proposed program is a March
presentation by reptile expert Bob Cooper and
an April excursion to the Gingin Observatory.
As the daily temperatures rise, reptiles such
as the Gwardar, Bobtail, Fence Lizard, Blacktailed Monitor, Goulds Monitor and Geckos
are being regularly reports.
To ensure snakes are not visiting too closely,
keep outside doors, such as screen doors, closed
at all times.
Ensure bird seed is cleared away from
beneath and around bird aviaries as mice seek
the spillage and the mouse is a favourite of the
snake’s diet.
Dog and cat food leftovers and milk are also
favoured by reptiles, so clean their bowls to
remove any remnants.
The following site assists with reptile
enquiries toodyay.wa.gov.au/ ResidentServices/Our-Animals/Wildlife.
The club appreciates reports of any natural
history observations. We can be contacted by
email, info@toodyaynats.com or by phone,
9574 5574.
Drummond House next to the bank ATM is
open on Saturdays from 10am.
The beautiful Naturalists’ Club publication,
A guide to exploring Toodyay….naturally is
available at Drummond House for $27 (plus
postage) and would make a lovely Christmas
gift.
Contact Wildcare 9474 9055, a 24/7 volunteer
service, for advice on injured, sick and
orphaned wildlife.
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Mining moves keep group on toes

Avon and Hills Mining Awareness
Group

LOOKING back on 2020, AHMAG has
weathered the storm of Covid-19 axing local
fundraising opportunities and continued
to inform people about proposed mining
activities in our area.
Yankuang Bauxite Resources Ltd’s mining
venture remains on hold, but the Chinese
state-owned company continues to maintain
its tenements over more than 62km2 near
Morangup and Wundowie.
In May The Toodyay Herald ran a frontpage story about Chalice Gold Mines’
blanket pegging of nearly 2500km2 in the
Shire of Toodyay.
The move to secure vast tenements across
the shire was triggered by the discovery of
nickel, copper, cobalt and platinum group
elements (PGEs) in the Julimar area.
Since the initial discovery which included
promising ore bodies located in the Julimar
State Forest, Chalice announced in October
that further significant discoveries (including

gold) have been found outside the state forest
where it is far easier to gain permission for
on-ground exploration.
Chalice has wasted no time in promoting
the Julimar Project to the local community
addressing the shire and a well-attended
Toodyay Chamber of Commerce meeting
as well as installing field manager Derek
Gardner* to live locally and liaise with
residents.
Mining proponents need to tick the box of
community consultation to gain development
approval and Chalice has already weighed
in with $5000 sponsorship of this year’s
Toodyay Christmas street party.
Chalice is not the only company chasing
nickel, copper, cobalt PGEs in the Avon
Valley.
Vanadium Ltd and Mercator Metals Pty Ltd
have formed a partnership to explore their
neighbouring tenements between Bakers Hill
and Wundowie while Mandrake Resources
is seeking to acquire an interest in a 140km2
tenement between Toodyay and Northam.
AHMAG doesn’t usually comment on

extractive industries such as gravel but
it did raise the alarm in early 2018 about
Swan Gravel/Trico Resource’s application
to massively increase its operation at 3650
Toodyay Road in Bailup.
After a two-year eight-month delay,
Mundaring Shire Council knocked back the
proposal in mid-October, but the companies
are expected to appeal the decision at the
State Administrative Tribunal (SAT).
Last month AHMAG members attended a
swap meet in Gidgegannup where we caught
up with locals and spread the message of no
open cut mining within a 100km radius of
Perth.
We would like to thank everyone for their
support, memberships and donations and
wish all Herald readers season’s greetings
and a Happy New Year.
In the meantime, stay in touch at
facebook.avon/hills or write to PO Box 111
Gidgegannup WA 6083.
*Chalice’s community liaison officer Derek
Gardner worked for eight years for Bauxite
Resources Pty Ltd which partnered Yankuang
in the Bauxite Alumina Joint Venture (BAJV).

River walks for a serene 2021

Toodyay Friends of the River
Sarah Dudley

FOR THE hard-working volunteers from
the Toodyay Friends of the River this
challenging year is ending with both acclaim
and volumes of good wishes.
We wish the local community a predictable,
healthy and serene 2021 with many walks
along the river.
This is an opportunity to thank the
generous Friends volunteers for all their
varied and appreciated tasks completed this
year.
Our patron, Viv Read, travelled from Perth
to attend our recent AGM and planning
meeting.
He was one of many who enjoyed the
surprise arrival of an ice cream birthday
cake which was in celebration of a Covid-19
deferred but very significant birthday.
A second surprise was the well-deserved
life membership awarded to Bethan Lloyd
for her dedication to the Seed Orchard group
over many years.
Not only does she and her dedicated
helpers collect and extract seeds from local
native fruits, they sterilise pots, sow the seeds
and nurture the seedlings over many months
and in all weather until they are ready to be
planted.
Bethan is also the founding member of the
compost-making enterprise located in the

Community Depot.
A particular ‘best wish’ to our out-going
president, Peggy who is currently embracing
a UK winter, mandatory quarantine and will
be looking for new conservation projects to
adopt.
The following new management
appointments were made: president, Robyn
Taylor; vice-president, Jenny White;
secretary, Bridget Leggett; treasurer, Wayne
Clarke and committee, Gary Payne, Maurie
Jackson, Liz Kington, Desraé Clarke, Greg
Warburton, Bethan Lloyd and Sarah Dudley.
The brainstorming session which searched
for ideas to guide the organisation forward
into 2021 was fruitful and harmonised
beautifully with the opening of the WA
Museum Boola Bardip a short time later.
This is because one of the emerging themes
for the Friends for 2021 was the suggestion
to provide people with information about
their surroundings to Bilya Walk Track users
and to develop closer ties with the local
Aboriginal community.
Boola Bardip translates as ‘many stories’
and both the new museum and the Avon
River reflect the details of the wonderful
scenarios to be found in both; e.g. wetlands,
transforming landscapes, changes and,
origins, to mention just a few.
The $400 million museum project is three
times the size of the old museum.
Architecturally it cleverly incorporates the

Rev. Peggy Ludlow (left) receives a parting gift from president Robyn Taylor.

five heritage buildings, the oldest, dating
back to the 1850s, has eight permanent
galleries and, has no entry fee for the first
18 months.
The commonalities between western
science and the enduring knowledge of the
Aboriginal people is explored at the museum.
Otto the blue whale is back on view.
Worth a visit soon? We can usually make
time for what is important for us.
While the Friends reflect on new
possibilities as to how to be relevant in
this decade of rapid change, the group of
volunteers is taking a break until February
when the program for 2021 will resume.
Members will be advised about the new
calendar and details will be posted outside
Drummond House.
Meanwhile Seasons Greetings to one and
all and an environmental year ahead.

Variegated red and white bougainvillea.

A great garden
for all tastes
Toodyay Garden Club
Daphne Lee
WHAT a lovely day we had for our November
visit to Jane and Rick Leeming’s property
just out of Goomalling.
It was a bit windy getting the flags out, but
more than 40 people arrived to enjoy a great
garden.
There is lots of colour with beautiful roses
and stunning bougainvilleas, especially a
variegated red and white one.
Fruit trees, vegetables and a citrus orchard
– this was a garden that catered for all tastes.
Jane and Rick’s grandchildren have a fairy
garden and a magnificent lawn area to frolic
on plus a very welcoming pool area to keep
them enchanted.
There were lovely places to sit and enjoy
the pleasing surroundings and we were all
very impressed. Well done Jane and Rick.
Our last outing for the year is the Christmas
Party on Thursday December 3 from 5.30pm
onwards at Liz and Russty’s place at 22
Horseshoe Road, Coondle. We hope to see
you all there.
Merry Christmas and a happy New Year
everyone.
Happy gardening and see you all at
Toodyay Garden Club next year.
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ACCOMMODATION

Your One Stop Shop

TRADES AND SERVICES

ACCOUNTING

FREE UNDER
BONNET CHECKS
BATTERIES FREE
DELIVERY 5km FROM TOWN
EXHAUSTS FOR ALL
MAKES AND MODELS

ACCOUNTANT

AIR CONDITIONING

AIR CONDITIONING

TIRES

BUILDING HIGH MILEAGE TIRES SINCE 1909

Air-Conditioning Installation
•

We are locally owned & operated

•

Prompt quality work throughout Toodyay & surrounds

•

Supply & Install A/C's or Install of your own unit

•

Service & repairs to all units• Split systems, Ducted units &
Evaporated units

•

Qualified & Licenced Electricians & Refrigeration mechanics

Office: 0409 096 798
Simon: 0409 041 566
AU45643

ANTENNA SERVICES

APPLIANCE REPAIRS

Licence No. EC007113

AUTO REPAIRS

AUTO AIR CONDITIONING

B.G.
Antenna Services

* TVAntennas

* Digital TV
* Satellite TV
* Sound Systems

Automotive, Machinery, Airconditioning,
Caravan Servicing and Mechanical Repairs

Servicing Toodyay and Surrounding
Districts

Barry Grey on
0428 742 149

Phone

bgantennas@bigpond.com

BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS

BEAUTY SALON

BEAUTY THERAPY
CONNORS COTTAGE
3 PIESSE STREET OPEN WED - SAT

BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS

AU45643

Log Book servicing - All makes and models
A full range of Car & 4WD tyres
Supplier of a full range of spare Parts
4WD suspension and Lift Kits
Windscreens and Batteries
Auto Electrical, CD Players, Spotlights UHF Radios
Modiﬁcations Performance Chips & Exhausts

• Property Conveyancing & Settlements
• Wills & Probate • Succession Planning
• Enduring Powers of Attorney & Guardianship
• Trusts & Partnerships • Criminal & Civil Litigation
• Criminal Injuries Compensation

Ph:

9622 5755 • Fax: 9622 5633
Email: mayham@wn.com.au

85 Fitzgerald Street, Northam WA 6401

BICYCLES

BOBCAT HIRE

BLINDS

BOBCAT AND TRUCK HIRE
WHY BARROW IT........BOBCAT IT.......

ALL TYPES OF WORK - NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL

LANDSCAPING ADVICE FREELY GIVEN

9574 2130
BOBCAT HIRE

* FIREBREAKS * LEVELLING
* TANK, SHED & HOUSE PADS
* SAND * SOIL * GRAVEL * ROAD BASE
* BLUE METAL *
PHONE PAUL HARRINGTON
WEEKEND WORK AVAILABLE
0408

BOOK SALES

CAFE

952 215
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TRADES AND SERVICES

CARPENTRY

CARPET CLEANING

Outdoor Carpentry
20 Years Experience

Classic
Carpet Cleaners
25 years experience
ALL AREAS
Stephen Soer

OWNER BUILDERS

Ron Jones

PO Box 164
Toodyay WA
Phone/Fax

0403 067 323

0423 350 458

CLEANING

Commercial, Domestic
Cleaning and
Gardening Services
Specialising in internal
electrical ofce
equipment cleansing

Plasterboard Installation
Fix, Flush, Cornice & Sand

COMPUTER

COMPUTER SERVICE

iClean on-site
GB’s PC’s

Toodyay CLOCK & WATCH

BILE COMPUTER
FOR MO
AND UPGRADES
S
R
I
REPA

‘Old Timers Welcome’
Clock and Watch Service and Repairs
Batteries and Bands replaced

For virus and spyware removal,
hardware repair, system upgrades
and quotes on new PC’s

Call or email Ted Gallop
to discuss your requirements
Phone 9507 1705 or

0437 799 525

Full member of the Master Clock and
Watchmakers Association of WA

www.toodyayclockandwatch.com

HOME RENOVATORS

we supply...
Plasterboard & Accessories
Fibrous Cement Sheeting and Insulation

9574 2087

CLOCK-WATCH REPAIR

Offering A Reliable,
Prompt and Affordable
Cleaning Service

email: icos.sam@outlook.com

BUILDERS

Steam cleaning carpets
and upholstery

For
Quality Timber
• Pergolas • Gazebos
• Decking • Screens
• Carports • Fencing
Simon
FREE

QUOTES

CEILINGS

All enquiries & quotes contact Samara on 0457

843

Call Glen or Vicki on 9572 9170
or 0409 904 994
476 email: swishy@hotmail.com
email gbpc@iinet.net.au

Email: toodyayclockandwatch@outlook.com

CONCRETE

CURTAINS AND BLINDS

Toodyay Curtains & Blinds
Holland Blinds, Vertical Drapes
Awnings, Venetians, Panel Glides
Curtains and Tracks, Roller Shutters
and much more!

EARTHMOVING

DOG GROOMING

Buy direct and bank the diﬀerence
Phone: Paul Hodgkiss

0409 812 671

Email: paulhodgy@outlook.com

EARTHWORKS

ELECTRICAL

• Detailed earth works • Drainage and pipework
• Horse arenas and round yards • Laser level cut and fill
• Driveways and Remediation works
• General trenching (pipes, Cables, footings)
• Block clean-ups and stump removal

MACHINES
• 7t Tip truck
• 4t Excavator (with tilt hitch)
• S160 Bobcat plus attachments
Brett Schutz

0448 227 758
ABN 51 136 196 802 / PO Box 1540 Toodyay 6566 / Email: bnearthworks@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL

ELECTRICAL

ELECTRICIAN

ELECTRICIAN

AU45643
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ELECTRICIAN

LIFELINE
ELECTRICS

TRADES AND SERVICES

ELECTRICIAN

EC 002951

81 Stirlingia Drive
Toodyay WA 6566
Mail to PO Box 259
Toodyay 6566

All types of Commercial
and domestic installations

FREE QUOTES

New to Toodyay,
with 35 years experience

Mobile: 0419 963 525
A/H: (08) 9574 5483
Email: jbhaggas@bigpond.com

JOHN HAGGAS

FARRIER

FASHION

FAST FOOD

West End Convenience & more
Fish & Chips
OPEN
3.30pm - 8.30pm
Burgers
Thursday- Sunday
Sausages
Steak Sandwiches!
Home delivery
in Northam Call 9622

3855

West End Deli
182 Wellington Street E Northam 6401
FIND IT IN THE HERALD

FENCING

FENCING

GT FENCING

EXPERIENCED LOCAL OPERATOR - COMPARE THE PRICES - FREE QUOTES

RURAL / HOBBY FARM
• POST AND RAIL
• ELECTRIC FENCING
• POST RAMMING

DOMESTIC
• RESIDENTIAL & HERITAGE ALL STYLES.....
TIMBER OR STEEL
• REMOTE CONTROLLED SOLAR OR ELECTRIC GATES
• INSURANCE WORK

EMAIL: gtfencing56@gmail.com

PHONE GARRY

0418 917 475

FUNERALS

FITNESS

GARAGE DOORS

GARDEN SERVICES

GARDEN SERVICE

QUALITY LOCAL SERVICE!

�G�

OUTDOOR
& Maintenance

AFTER HOURS & EMERGENCY CALL-OUTS
Ph: Shane on 0409 089 994
allstrong.outdoors@bigpond.com

GAS FITTING

HAIRDRESSER

HANDYMAN - BUILDER

GARRY SMITH

EXPERIENCED LOCAL OPERATOR - COMPARE THE PRICES - FREE QUOTES

• STEEL FRAMED HOUSE CONSTRUCTION
• OWNER BUILDER ASSISTANCE
• SHED CONVERSIONS / RENOVATIONS
• SMALL ADDITIONS
• TILING
Local contact for:
AU45643

• PATIOS / CARPORTS
• PERGOLAS / DECKS
• SHADE SAILS
• INSURANCE WORK

0418 917 475

EMAIL: getgaz56@bigpond.com
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TRADES AND SERVICES

HIRE SERVICE

HORSE RUG REPAIRS

LANDSCAPING AND EARTHWORKS

Paul & Suzanne Hodgkiss

Horse Rug Repairs
Canvas
Repairs
Carpet
Overlocking
Phone: 0409 812 671
Email paulhodgy@outlook.com

LIVESTOCK TRANSPORT

MOBILE WELDING

NEW & USED MOTOR VEHICLES

EziFix

MECHANICAL

METAL WORKS

NEW & USED MOTOR VEHICLES

NEED A HELPING HAND

NURSERY

OPTOMETRIST

• Bulk billing to Medicare
• HBF & DVA Provider
• Competitive prices
• Great range of frames & sunglasses
• Locally owned and operated

www.northamoptical.com.au
138 Fitzgerald St Northam WA P 9621 1131 E northamoptical@yahoo.com.au
PEST CONTROL

PLUMBER

PEST CONTROL

Julian’s

REGIONAL PEST CONTROL

Midland, Avon Valley, Wheatbelt & Perth Hills

PHD Lic : 727

Insects / Rodents / Termites
Bees / Pigeons / Bed Bugs
Termite Baiting System

0405 450 124

30 years Experience

ABN : 35 203 910 408

The Experienced Professionals in Pest Control
LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
For all your Domestic or Commercial Pest Control Needs

TION
IGA
OBL EE
FR ES
T
QUO

CONTACT : KEN PROWSE
9574 4401 ph / fax
Mobile : 0427 778 643

email : regionalpestcontrol@bigpond.com
Call Your Regional Pest Control Experts

PLASTIC FABRICATION

PLUMBING

BW Plastics Pty Ltd

CUSTOM PLASTIC FABRICATORS

Manufacturing, Pipework,
and On-Site Repairs

Kevin Williams

0417 946 703
60 Old York Road, Northam WA 6401
PO Box 315 Northam 6401

Items made from PVC, HDPE, PP
Special orders welcome for custom made tanks and
trays, covers or belts and specialist pipe ﬁttings.
Repair work including Spray tank/water tank repairs
Tel: 9622 8571
sales@bwplastics.com.au - www.bwplastics.com.au

CALL US TODAY
Plumbing Design

0407 775 903

peter@edgeplumbingdesign.com.au

EXPERTISE YOU CAN TRUST
We provide a wide range of services including
Drainage,Emergency Plumbing, Gas, New Housing,
Renovations, Hot Water Units and Water Piping.

Servicing from Gidge, Morangup, Toodyay, Bakers Hill, Chidlow and surrounding areas
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TRADES AND SERVICES

POWER EQUIPMENT

PUMPS

PUMPS

REFRIGERATION

T OODYAY PUMPS

MOBILE PUMP SERVICE
Servicing to all makes of pumps
Suppliers of Domestic
& Bore Water Systems

Refrigeration Mechanic

Agents for: Onga, Ebara,
Grundfos, Mono
Manufacturers of the
Feri Airlift System Air Pump

•

We are locally owned & operated

•

Prompt quality work throughout Toodyay & surrounds

•

Repairs to all your refrigeration products

•

Qualified & Licenced Electricians & refrigeration mechanic

Phone JIM & LYN

SunPowerWA

Office: 0409 096 798
Simon: 0409 041 566

0417 173 104
55 Railway Road Toodyay

The Power in Agriculture

REFRIGERATION

AU45643

REMEDIAL MASSAGE

Licence No. EC007113

SHOE REPAIRS

� ��o R���i� ��� Saving
Soles
Watch Batteries & Bands
Tues-Fri 9a
Key Cutting
m-5p
Sat 9am-no m
on
Engraving
Closed
Mondays

Ricki Lov
Owner

0484 388 309

192 Fitzgerald Street
Northam WA 6401

�ov��icki �����i��co�
SIGNS

SIGNS / GRAPHIC DESIGN

Business
owners!

SMASH REPAIR

Need professional help
with your advertising and
promotion?

ps.harms@redbrookart.com.au

9572 9061

SMASH REPAIR

SOLAR

SMASH REPAIR

STORAGE UNITS

SPORT RETAILER

SWIMMING POOLS

Avon Storage
Toodyay

- Now Managed by Country Realty Self storage Units
Located at Extracts Industrial Estate
6m x 3m (single garage size) units
now available
You lock it up – You keep the key

AU45643

SWIMMING POOLS

Ph 9574 4200
SUBSCRIPTION

INSTALL
SERVICE
REPAIR
333 Fitzgerald St. Northam

08 9622 5571

Keep up-to-date with Toodyay! a perfect gift for friends and relatives
Subscription costs $33 for 11 months call 08 9574 2106 to arrange your gift subscription

TILING
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TRADES AND SERVICES

TIMBER FLOORING

TOWING

TREE SERVICE

TREE LOPPING

WASTE REMOVAL

Toodyay Timber Flooring
Owner/Operator
• Installation
• Sanding
• Polishing
• Coating
Free Quotes
Quality Workmanship

Ph: 0447 986 289
TARGET ADVERTISING

WATER CARTING

#

WATER CARTING

WATER CARTAGE

• 10,000 litres per load
• Potable water only
• Home water tanks lled
• Swimming pools & Spas
• Friendly local service

Call Tony today

Servicing
the
Avon Valley

O487 188 825 You ring! We Bring!
WATER TANKS

WATER TANK TANK CLEANING

WINDOW TINTING

WATER/BORES

WINDSCREENS

Julimar Drilling Services
•
•
•
•
•

Water bore construction
Domestic and Commerical
Rotary mud and air
Hard rock, clay and sand
Free quotes

Contact Nathan or Sandy
Ph:
9574 5582
Mob: 0409 089 392
Email: julimards@bigpond.com
WOOL BUYING

Toodyay Rainfall
Recordings are taken at The Toodyay Club on behalf of the Bureau of Meteorology in mm (recordings and average commenced on 1/1/1877)
YEAR

JAN

FEB

MAR

APR

MAY

JUN

JUL

AUG

SEP

OCT

NOV

DEC

TOTAL

2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020
Average

8
0
24.2
0
30.4
0
0.5
114.3
77.8
90.6
1.8
0
11.50

8
0
15.4
42.3
0
2
31.3
0
116.2
9.8
0
31.6
12.50

9
0
14.2
0
66.7
3.8
30.9
73
24.1
0
5.8
9.8
20.00

32.6
0
10.4
11.8
10.4
62.9
31.4
64
0
4.4
15.4
6.4
26.20

39.2
0
36.6
23.6
79.4
71.8
32.4
54.4
20.8
45.2
8.7
38.2
66.40

83.6
0
52.6
106.2
11.2
58.2
25.8
57.2
30.7
51.9
125.7
48.9
97.80

115
69.4
92
13.8
70.4
103.7
99.2
94.7
100
118.7
128.4
43.7
101.60

76.2
36.2
70.2
51.9
90.9
38.4
62.8
77.8
82.7
129.5
66.3
61.8
79.60

56.2
12
65
59.7
100.3
41.6
14.4
34.7
54.4
6.9
13.4
30.2
48.00

17.2
3.4
57.4
3.6
19.4
53.2
25.7
33.2
8.2
48.5
15.2
5.9
31.40

30.2
7.2
18.8
52.1
2
21.4
21.9
1.8
12.3
0
6.0
48.8
15.00

2.6
21.4
29.2
29
3.4
0
4.8
27.4
22.3
0
0

477.8
149.6
486
394
484.5
457
381.1
632.5
549.5
505.5
386.7
325.3
519.40

9.40
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WHERE AND WHEN
AIR FORCE
AAFC 708 Squadron
Australian Air Force Cadets 12½-17yrs,
Building J1, Northam Army Camp Great
Eastern Hwy. Friday 6.30-9.30pm school
term. 708squ@cadetnet.gov.au.
ARTS/CRAFTS/HISTORY/GAMES
Arts Toodyay
1st Tuesday monthly 7.30pm, The Old Police
Station, Duke Street North. Ruth 9574 4695.
Avon Woodturners Group
Every Sunday and Wednesday 9am-noon.
Toodyay Junction, Railway Parade.
Ragbags Quilting Group
1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month. St
Stephen’s Hall 10am-2.30pm. 9574 4503.
The Crooked Needle
Friday Morning Craft - Fridays, 9.30am to
noon, CWA Hall, Stirling Terrace. $3.50.
Contact Jan on 0407 083 079 or Annette on
9574 2332.
Toodyay Historical Society
Meets third Wednesday each month, 7pm,
Drummond House (next to Bendigo Bank).
Research Centre is open Thursdays 1-3pm
weekly Donegan’s Cottage, Showgrounds.
Ring Robyn Taylor 9574 2578 or secretary.2j.
ths@gmail.com.
Toodyay Spinners
Every Wednesday, Saturdays 1st and 3rd
of month, 9am to noon, Parker’s Cottage,
Showgrounds. Gail Williams 9622 3411.
Toodyay Theatre Group
For details David Mitchell 0400 283 425.
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Toodyay Chamber of Commerce and
Industry
4th Monday of the Month at 5.30pm check
our Facebook for locations or contact
2jchamber@gmail.com.
CHURCHES
Aglow Gidgegannup
Christian Fellowship. 1st Thursday 10am
at Recreation Hall, Percy Cullen Oval
Gidgegannup Lyn 9574 6450.
Anglican Church
10am Sundays weekly. St Stephen’s Church
0455 543 888.
Catholic Church
St John the Baptist, Toodyay. Saturday Vigil
5pm.
Faith Christian Fellowship
Sundays 9.30am. Corner Grey and Wellington
Streets, Northam 9622 1324 or fcfnortham@
westnet.com.au.
Bakers Hill Fellowship
Meets every Sunday at 10am. Bakers Hill
Primary School Music Room. Pastor Peter
Booth 0417 945 725.
Toodyay Baptist Church
10.30am Sunday at 18 Stirling Terrace,
Toodyay. Phone 9574 4546.

Uniting Church
10am St Stephen’s Church, Toodyay.
EDUCATION/SCOUTS/
PLAYGROUPS ETC
Avon Valley Home Education Collective
Sharon Pegrum 0466 430 979.
avonvalleyhomeeducation.wordpress.com.
Bizzy Bees
Pre-kindy for 3-year olds. Mondays 9am
-11am, Toodyay DHS. Jessica Donovan
0407 128 105.
Cubs, Joeys and Scouts
(School term) Youth Hall, Showgrounds,
Cubs and Joeys 4-5.30pm Scouts, Thursday
6-8pm 9574 2363.
Morangup Playgroup
Morangup Community Hall, Wallaby Way,
Morangup. Wednesdays 9.30-11.30am.
Emma Whately 9572 9376.
Toodyay District High School P and C
Meets Tuesday of week 5 each term at
5.30pm in the TDHS staff room. Kelly-Anne
Murray 0406 585 716.
Toodyay Playgroup
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9-11am.
Wednesdays Bubs Play 10am-12pm. Jessica
Donovan, 0407 128 105
EMERGENCY SERVICES
Bejoording Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
3rd Friday of the month at 5.45pm at the
Bejoording Fire Shed.
Coondle-Nunile Volunteer Bush Fire
Brigade
2nd Saturday October to April, June and
August, 5pm Coondle Fire Shed.
Julimar Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Meets 3rd Saturday 6pm Julimar Fire Shed,
Training Sunday 10am.
Morangup Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
3rd Saturday 5.30pm at 3 Wallaby
Way, Morangup. Sharon Gamble or
secretarymvbfb@gmail.com.
Toodyay Central Volunteer Bush Fire
Brigade
2nd Tuesday 7.30pm at Toodyay Fire and
Emergency Services Centre.
Toodyay State Emergency Service
4th Tuesday, 3 Wallaby Way, Morangup.
Local Manager – Jeff Venn 0438 490 331.
toodyayseslocalmanager@gmail.com.
Toodyay Volunteer Fire and Rescue
1st Monday Fire Station 7.30pm.
ENVIRONMENT
Avon Valley Environmental Society
3rd Friday monthly noon. Wheatbelt
Natural Resource Management Centre, 269
Fitzgerald Street, Northam. Janet Wilkinson
9574 5947.
Earth Solutions - Avon Valley
2nd Tuesday (not Jan) at 6pm. Old Northam
Railway Station, 425 Fitzgerald Street
Northam. Karen 0438 223 886, Belle 0478
641 463 or email bellem@westnet.com.au.

Toodyay Friends of the River (TFOR)
2nd Sunday or following Monday. 9am
(winter); 8am (summer). Details on TFOR
noticeboard outside Drummond House. 0427
556 863. Email: info@tfor.org.au.
Toodyay Garden Club
1st Thursday 10am Judy Rowston 0437 077
875 for next venue.
Toodyay Naturalists’ Club
Meets 3rd Saturday. Call 0419 933 721, 9574
5574 or info@toodyaynats. org.au.
FARMERS MARKET
Toodyay Farmers Market
3rd Sunday of each month. 0487 440 754.
toodyayfarmers market@gmail.com.
FESTIVALS
Toodyay Moondyne Festival
moondynecommittee@gmail.com.
Toodyay Music Fest
27 March 2021 at various venues.
Chair: Tanya Stuart 0409 181 404
HEALTH
Australian Breastfeeding Association
2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 3 Elizabeth Place,
Northam 10am-noon. 3rd Tuesday Toodyay
Playgroup noon-2pm. Louise 9574 0229.
Child Health Immunisation Clinic
Next clinic phone Sheree 9574 4577 for
appointment.
Memory Café
Toodyay Forget Me Not Memory Café 2nd
Tuesday of each month (10am-noon) at the
Cola Café, Stirling Terrace.
Toodyay Men’s Shed
Monday, Thursday and Saturday, 8.30am–
noon at Harper Road. Phone Graham Hill,
0417 181 785.
MINIATURE RAILWAY
Toodyay Miniature Railway
Operates Easter Saturday and thereafter on
1st and 3rd Sundays until November. Phone
President Mark 0424 281 770.
MUSIC
The Toodyay Community Singers
CWA Hall, Stirling Terrace at 7pm Thursday
nights. Margaret O’Sullivan 9574 2183.
Toodyay Music Club
2nd Saturday 1pm CWA Hall, Ring Joe,
0400 862 694.
PROGRESS ASSOCIATIONS
Toodyay Progress Association (Inc) Chair,
Brian Foley 0419 933 721.
Morangup Progress Association President,
Danielle Wrench, Secretary, Jo Hart 9572
9566, Hall Hire, Leoni Carnaby 0472 975
593 morangupmpa.com.au/.
.
SENIORS
Autumn Club
Wednesday 1-4pm Toodyay Sports Pavilion
Glenyce Bosnjak 9574 4587.
Butterly Cottages
2nd Friday monthly. Jenny Perkins.
Email:butterly2j@gmail.com.
Fitness and Fun for The Over 55s
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 9am, Youth
Hall at showgrounds.
Ida’s Hideaway
Saturdays 1-4pm Toodyay Community
Resource Centre. Ring Ann Sinclair 0407
775 459.
Probus Club of Toodyay
Meetings monthly on second Tuesday at
3pm at Freemasons Hotel. President Joan
Bath 0417 171 606 Secretary Kaye Rewell
0457 529 144.

Silver Chain Social Centre
Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays
Toodyay Community Centre, 78 Stirling
Terrace. Information 1300 650 803.
SERVICE ORGANISATIONS
Country Women’s Association
4th Thursday 1pm CWA Hall. Bookings call
Meg Mills 9574 2245.
RSL Toodyay Sub-Branch
Meetings 2021: Feb 13, Apr 10, May 8,
July 24, Sept 11 (AGM) and Oct 16 held
Saturdays at the Memorial Hall, Toodyay.
Heather Brennan 0408 284 852.
Safer Toodyay
Wayne Clarke (Chairperson), Desraé Clarke
(Secretary) 9574 5574.
Toodyay Lions Club
1st and 3rd Tuesdays Freemasons Hotel.
Toodyay Masonic Lodge
4th Thursday Masonic Hall Fiennes St
7.30pm. Graham Barber, 9574 5717.
Toodyay Red Cross
2nd Monday February, May, August and
November Anglican Hall 1.30pm.
Toodyay RoadWise Committee
2nd Wednesday of month at 9.30am at the
Toodyay Police Station. Bob Neville, 0419
853 160.
SPORT - BASKETBALL
Toodyay Basketball Association
Games Tuesday, Thursday, Aussie Hoops
junior program, email Toodyay.basketball @
gmail.com or Tatiana 0449 925 488.
SPORT – BOWLING
Toodyay Bowling Club
Ladies play Wednesdays at 8.30am contact
Maureen Adams 9574 4752. Men have a
roll up on Wednesday at 3pm contact Laurie
Chitty 95742394. All welcome.
SPORT – EQUESTRIAN
Avon Valley Adult Riding Club
4th Saturday (February-November) at
Northam. Tina 0499 030 177.
Mortlock Pony Club
1st Sunday February to November at
Goomalling. Tanzi 0427 859 493.
SPORT – GOLF
Toodyay Golf Club
Summer Season Scroungers on Sundays at
9am – Bruce 9574 5243 or Roma 9574 5534.
SPORT – KARATE/TAI CHI
Avon Valley Shotokan Karate Club
Wednesdays at Youth Hall, Showgrounds.
Peewees 3.45-4.30pm, juniors 4.30-5.30pm,
seniors 6-7.30pm.
Email avonvalleyshotokan@gmail.com.
SPORT – SOCCER
Toodyay Soccer Club
Mondays 4-5.30pm in terms 2 and 3. For
ages 5-15yrs. toodyaysoccer@gmail.com.
SPORT – TENNIS
Social Tennis
Tuesday 8.30am ladies and senior men.
Toodyay Tennis Club
Tuesday 8.30am Friday 7pm and Saturday
2pm Therese Chitty 9574 4274.
VINTAGE VEHICLES
Avon Valley Vintage Vehicle Assoc
3rd Saturday 10.30am at old engineer’s
quarters next to Northam Railway Museum,
Fitzgerald Street, Northam 9622 5932.

www.toodyayherald.com.au
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Crosscode
Crosscode is a logic puzzle. Each letter
is a number. Begin by guessing the first
word and placing the additional letters
into the crosscode. Keep guessing words/
letters until completed.

Notes
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Sudoku is based on the logical placement
of numbers. Sudoku doesn’t require any
calculation nor special math skills; all that is
needed are brains and concentration. Every
number from 1 to 9 must appear in each of
the nine columns, nine rows and the nine
3x3 boxes.

Easy

11

24

22
20

3
12

24

1
11

7

9

2

11
17

8
4

4 6 1
1 5

6 3
4 6

15

5

4

H

21

25
20

11

5

20

11

23

20
4

Sudoku

25

17

1

W

5

17

26

24

20
19

26

24

20

17

12

14

11

10

1

9

14

8

17

11

20

10

26

20

13

10

20

Y

17

15

12

20

H

9

4

13

8

20

8

11

9

5
14

11

9

10

11

12

13

22

23

24

25

26

3
9
2
7

1

4 2
5
2

3

8

9
Hard

1

Combo Crossword

4

ACROSS
1 Makes slippery
6 Repetitions
9 A group of eight
10 Pastry dish
12 Speed increasing pedal
14 Flat
17 Factor
19 Tranquillises
20 Downgrading
Puzzle
DOWN
1 Soft drinks
solutions
2 Pound
3 Walking stick
page 31
4 Canter
5 Clairvoyant
6 Crimes
7 Buoyant platform
8 Astonishing
11 The Ram
13 Drove the billiard ball
19 Composes, having used
15 Part of speech
a testimony within
16 Fastening device
20 Denigrating can be
17 Skilful
somehow small without
18 Against
Mr Crosby
DOWN
Cryptic Clues
1 From Clem, on a
description of bubbly
ACROSS
drinks
1 Smooths the way for oils
6 Enthusiastic demands for 2 Overcome a postman’s
round
extra performances
9 Briefly concoct a verse for 3 A bamboo shoot out of
chicanery
a series of eight
4 Go briskly into bistro
10 The topless pie is sour
tables
12 An engine lever for a
5 One who observes a
cyclotron
prophet
14 In spite of being level
17 Dock an unimportant item 6 The devil slowly

4
7 5

6

7

1 2 5

8 4 2 9
3 1

9

2 7

4 7 6 2

6
9

2
3

produces acts of
cruelty
7 A floating platform
found in Grafton
8 It’s extraordinary to
begin with Heather
11 Individuals raise a
sign of the zodiac
13 Signalled with copper
acquired lately
15 Part of a sentence
reverberates a little
16 Spike a piece of
one’s finger
17 Expert at being
proficient
18 Opposed to planting
inside
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Snakes don’t want to eat you

Sue Eldridge
SNAKES are cold-blooded creatures and need to
warm up in the sun to get that vital energy to catch
food, and that is the time when you may see them.
Here are a few tips to help keep you and the
snake safe.
Snakes do not want to eat you so if you don’t
antagonise it – it won’t bite you.
If it is in an area that is habitually used by
humans call a snake handler to relocate it.
Do not lose sight of it and if possible photograph
it.
Take note of its markings, size and colour.
Don’t panic. It could be a harmless Python just
trying to eat your mice.
Do not go anywhere near snakes in thongs and

if you must walk through bush wear long pants
and boots. Make noise.
The first bite can be a warning that is, a ‘dry’
bite but always practise first aid if bitten.
Remember that snakes are a part of the eco
system and serve a purpose, one which you
may not agree with but nevertheless they are an
important part of nature.
Snake handlers are willing to come and assist
but cannot spend hours going through your shed
or crouching under your house.
Most reptiles will wriggle away from humans,
so you may only see the snake once.
For snake removal you can contact Brian Foley,
Dewars Pool area and surrounds on 0419 933 721
or Sue Eldridge, Julimar and surrounds on 0408
944 981.

Lonely dragon waits for wives
Python Watch
Desraé Clarke
A RECENT visit was made to the Naturaliste
Reptile Park 16km south of Busselton on the
Augusta Road.
The large building has ‘reptile apartments’ with
attractive backdrops giving the impression of the
terrain the various species would inhabit.
The exhibits have ‘ordinary’ names that add to
the friendliness of the establishment especially
for the children.
Housed in a large water tank are the familiar
Oblong or Long-necked Turtle of 40cm carapace;
the smaller freshwater Red-faced Turtle of 25cm,
found in the Murchison and De Grey Rivers; and
the Steidachner’s Turtle, Snake-necked Turtle,
that has a 20cm carapace; the latter species is
found across the Kimberley region of WA and
the Northern Territory.
Edith and Luxe, two Southern Carpet Pythons,
leave their premises when the daily cleaning of
the building is taking place to slither about out of
their apartment.
Bob, the Woma, lives with Mr Wilson who is
more than 18 years of age. Bob is reputed to love
a cuddle.
Pixie, a 10-year-old Pilbara Olive Python
currently 3.3m but can grow to 5m, was
confiscated with two other youngsters from
the illegal pet trade by the wildlife protection
authorities.
Prince Frederick and Jarryd, the two rare
Rough-scaled Pythons, which grow to 2m in
length were hiding in their enclosure.
The species is known to have large, bulging

Pixie, the Olive Python. Photo: Wayne Clarke.

eyes with a vertical iris (like a cat’s eye) and is
extremely active at night.
Spotted Mulga Snake, JB, has a neighbour,
Murray, who has large bi-coloured scales.
Bruce, the Brown Tree Snake, is arboreal
(lives in the trees) and is found in the Kimberley
across to eastern Australia. Its body-shape is quite
angular with a pronounced spine.
Mulgara, the Dugite, is more than 15 years old.
His neighbour, with the original name of
Stripes, is a Tiger Snake; he is black and heavily
banded with yellow.
The Eastern Water Dragon, of bluish colouring,
Geronimo, has just lost his two female friends to
illness; the park is seeking a replacement as he is
really lonely.
Other reptiles were the Frill-necked Lizards,
Percy and Priscilla; Stimson Pythons, Noodles,
Tim and the very shy, Jag; Death Adders, Olaf
and Elsa; Pygmy Pythons of 62cm, Selys and
Poly and, a tiny Gwardar, Sonic.
While at the park the Stimson Pythons were
fed mice; the Green Tree Frogs, Felix, Fleck and
Freda, were fed mealy worms.
The Toodyay Naturalists’ Club is very
appreciative of reports of sightings of natural
history including fauna roadkill information.
Sightings can be entered on the website
toodyaynats.org.au, by email to info@
toodyaynats.org.au or by phoning 9574 5574.
For reptile relocation contact:Sue Eldridge 0408
944 981 or 9574 5407 ($25 per call-out); Brian
Foley 0419 933 721; Ebony Francis 0403 335 348
(after hours/weekends) and John Hansen 0491
228 742 (after hours/weekends).

Skin cancer survivor David Bolt and his wife Chris.

25 to 44-year-olds miss
slip, slop and slapping

Cancer Council WA
Melissa Pickering
CANCER Council WA is encouraging parents
of young children to be SunSmart this summer
with new national data showing that 25-44
year olds have worrying sun protection habits
with one in four getting sunburnt on summer
weekends.
Results of the 2019 Summer Sun Protection
Survey showed that this group also had a
penchant for a suntan, with more than four in 10
saying they like to get a tan, a sign of harmful
UV damage.
Cancer Council WA Wheatbelt Regional
Education Officer Melissa Pickering said it’s
important that adults remember to look after
themselves but also to be good role models for
their children.
“We know parents are pretty good at covering
their young kids these days but often forget to
wear their own hats or sun protective gear.
That effectively tells the kids that adults don’t
need to bother about sun protection – which is
the wrong message in Australia’s harsh UV,”
Ms Pickering said.
“No matter where you are, what age you
are, or what you’re doing, when exposed to
UV levels of 3 or above, your skin is being
damaged, even if you don’t get burnt.
This damage is not reversible, and it builds
up over time and increases your risk of skin
cancer.
“The stronger the UV radiation, the faster the
damage is occurring, and that can happen in as
little as 10 minutes on a summer’s day in WA.
David Bolt, a former Corrigin cereal and
sheep farmer is no stranger to skin cancer.
Being a red head who had always worked
outdoors, David knew he was at high risk of
developing skin cancer.
Each time he or his wife Chris noticed a new
or changed spot on his skin, David would make
it a priority to see a doctor.
Over the past 20 years, David has had several
melanoma and non-melanoma skin cancers
removed from his back, shoulder, cheek, chest

and inner thigh area.
“If you’re suspicious of anything, just go to
the doctor,” he said. “I don’t understand blokes
putting it off.”
Ms Pickering said it’s important for residents
to know what symptoms to look out for.
“If you notice a new spot or mole, a spot that
is different from other spots, a crusty or nonhealing sore, or any spots, freckles or moles
changing in colour, thickness or shape, tell
your doctor, clinic nurse or Aboriginal health
worker.
“It doesn’t mean you have skin cancer as
often they turn out to be something less serious
but it’s important to get checked.”
For cancer-related information or support call
13 11 20 or visit findcancerearly.com.au/.

Free mobile
breast cancer
testing
LAST year BreastScreen WA’s mobile
mammogram service screened 368 women
in Toodyay.
The free service will be in town again from
Monday December 14 to Thursday January
14 but will be closed from Friday December
18 and reopen on Monday January 4 after the
Christmas break.
The mobile clinic will be located at the
Wheatbelt Health Network, 81 Stirling
Terrace, Toodyay.
Women aged 50 to 74 years will be
screened for free but all women aged over
40 years can apply.
Having a screening mammogram (breast
x-ray) every two years significantly increases
the chance of a woman surviving breast
cancer and reduces the amount of treatment
required.
More than 75 per cent of breast cancers
occur in women over the age of 50 and
research shows that screening is most
effective for this age group.
For more information visit breastscreen.
health.wa.gov.au/.
To make an appointment book on line at
breastscreen.health.wa.gov.au or call 13 20
50.
Early detection is your best protection.
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Martial arts pays in many very different ways
I pay for my kids to learn to take care of
their bodies by being active.
I pay for my kids to learn to work well
with others, to be part of a team and support
others.
I pay for my kids to learn to accept
disappointment and failures.
I pay for my kids to set and achieve goals.
I pay for my kids to learn that it takes hours
and hours of training to become a champion.
I pay for my kids to learn respect. To respect
themselves, others and their environment.
On Sunday November 29 our club will
have four students grading for second dan.
These students, Ryan Prater, Tim
Bretschneider, George Leach and Camden
Pope have been training with our club for
many years.
Tim, Ryan and George started karate
training in Toodyay aged eight and nine.

Avon Valley Shotokan Club
Kylie Burton
WHAT do martial arts teach us?
Martial arts teach us to defend ourselves
from: getting sick by staying active and
fit; being hurt emotionally by building
confidence; falling over by developing
balance and learning to fall correctly, and in
worst case scenarios, from physical attacks
by using martial arts techniques.
I don’t pay for karate.
I pay for those moments when my kids
complain they are too tired and want to quit,
but don’t.
I pay for those days when my kids come
home from school too tired to go to training
but go anyway.
I pay for my kids to learn discipline. Not
to be disciplined but to learn self- discipline.

Tim Bretschneider in 2015.

They have competed in various
competitions as well as State Championships
in 2014, 2015 and 2020.
Tim and Ryan both represented WA in the
Nationals held in Adelaide.
George has been selected to represent
Australia three times in Japan.
Camden began karate training at age three.
He has competed in several competitions
and is a valued sensei of our club.
His technique and speed are inspiring.
These young men are a fantastic example
of the quality karateka Shihan Bainbridge
has trained over the years.
They are a true asset to the club and their
families should be very proud of all their
achievements.
If you would like to know more or to start
a free trial contact avonvalleyshotokan @
gmail.com.

HEALTH

Octogenarian
knits for roos
Heartlands Veterinary Hospital
Dr Tracey Thornton

Men and women vary greatly in their style of parenting.

Fatherly love is different from mum’s

Warrior’s Wellbeing
Glen and the Team
MODERN society can at times undervalue
the role of the father in our children’s lives.
As men we tend to sell ourselves short and
the risk is that we are seen as nothing much
more than sperm donors in the process of
parenting.
We’re far more than just a second parent
in the household.
No other person is as likely to bring the
positive outcomes that an involved dad can.
Our parenting style is significantly different
to the mother’s, not to mention the male role
modelling that is so important to both our
sons’ and daughters’ development.
This is not saying that one parent is better

than the other, in fact what is obvious is that
both parenting styles are the Yin and Yang
of child development and balance each other
out.
While these are generalisations, the
research backs it up.
Where mums tend to preach equity, which
creates a sense of security, dads model and
encourage competition which helps develop
independence.
Dads quite often stress rules, fairness and
justice which develops the child’s objectivity
and sense of what’s right or wrong.
While mothers are the primary source of
sympathy and caregiving, dads are often a
driver of empathy, or the ability for the child
to see the world through someone else’s eyes.
This might be because fathers tend to see
the child in relation to the world versus the
mother’s view of the world in relation to the
child.
Dads will show their love for their children
in riskier ways and this is important.
Letting them push on to the deep end of the
pool (while we’re still watching) encourages
confidence, independence and safe risk
taking.
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Knitted pouch liners will give rescued joeys
added warmth during winter.

PL 1987 - GF 001857
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Rough and tumble play is also an imperative
part of socialisation which children need to
develop between the ages of two and four.
They learn what hurts and what doesn’t.
They learn that stretching, wrestling,
pushing and pulling can be done in a
friendly and ‘knockabout’ manner, which is
as important as learning that a thumb to the
eyeball or a kick to the groin will never be
taken as friendly.
The father’s physical play also helps to
socialise the child with regard to reading
situations and understanding mood.
A child who hasn’t learnt to pick up and
respond to these cues will find themselves
struggling to create, maintain or to move
in various friendship circles and may find
themselves an outcast or victim of bullying
in later years.
Whether we are encouraging our children
to take life by the horns (through safe risktaking), honing their moral compass (through
setting out rules and expectations), or just
providing a role model of what a good man
should be (for our sons to emulate and so our
daughters have a yardstick to measure future
relationships by) we have an invaluable and
ever-changing part to play in our children’s
lives.
For more men’s health and wellbeing
information check out our Working with
Warriors podcast series.
The short podcasts, regarding a man’s
approach to his wellbeing and health, are
now available to listen via our website or on
Spotify, Apple Podcasts, Google Podcasts,
and numerous other podcast directories.

JACKIE Goodwin is 89 years of age and
lives on Hill Farm in the beautiful English
county of Suffolk.
Having been very ill for the past 12 months
Jackie has been through some troubled times
and it was the footage of the animals affected
by the terrible bushfires over east that spurred
her into action.
An animal lover her whole life, Jackie was
motivated to do something to help assist our
Australian wildlife, and set about knitting
many beautiful wool squares, an enormous
feat which would have taken many hundreds
of hours of work.
These wool squares then travelled the
14,500km to York where they were carefully
joined together and lined by Tracey’s mum
to create pouch liners for added warmth.
They were presented to Lyn Powell our
very own local wildlife carer who is currently
raising four orphaned joeys.
Lyn, for those of you who don’t know her,
is an extraordinary woman who devotes an
enormous amount of her own time and funds
to caring for injured or orphaned wildlife.
So, the culmination of this extraordinary
chain of events, all started by Jackie at her
little farm in Suffolk some 14,500km away,
is that joeys Billy and Blake will be supertoasty and warm this winter.
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Ideal for both new homes and changeover
installations the Bonaire
Summer Breeze is the value for money choice

Agents for BO

NAIRE
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