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Cashed-up miner spends $7m 
on Julimar farms as shares 
skyrocket 2400 per cent

Clean energy mineral boom
Michael Sinclair-Jones

TOODYAY is gearing up to be a world player 
in supplying raw materials for new global 
clean energy markets after “exceptional” 
results from recent test drilling for rare 
precious metals in Julimar.
 A report to the Australian Stock Exchange 
(ASX) suggests Toodyay may be heading for 
an economic bonanza in new jobs, supplies 
and corporate community funding.
 The discovery has triggered a rush by rival 
explorers to peg other large areas of Toodyay 
in the hope of finding similar deposits.
 Chal ice  Gold Mines shares  have 
skyrocketed by more than 2400 per cent 
since mid-March, bolstered by last month’s 
announcement that the explorer had bought 
three Julimar farms for a total of $7 million 
in cash and a further $7 million in shares.
 Managing Director Alex Dorsch told the 
ASX that buying the land was “an important 
milestone and significant step for the 
potential development of a future mining 
operation”.
 The farms cover a total of nearly 1000ha 
in the Keating Road area – about 30km west 
of the Toodyay townsite – where Chalice has 
drilled 200 holes for nickel, copper cobalt 
and Platinum Group Elements (PGEs).
 PGEs include palladium which is 30 times 
rarer than gold and worth 40 per cent more.
 Palladium is a key green energy ingredient 
in hydrogen fuel cells and solar panels.
 It is also widely used in catalytic converters 
to cut vehicle emissions in petrol engines.
 An acute shortage of the precious metal 
drove world prices to record highs this year 
and stood last month at $3100 an ounce.
 Other clean energy metals found at Julimar 
– platinum, nickel, copper and cobalt – are 
also “critical metals for electric vehicles and 
other energy storage applications”.
 Perth-based Chalice – now valued at more 
than $1.1 billion since its initial Julimar 
discovery in March – says nickel, copper, 
cobalt and PGEs are extremely rare.
 The combination of metals discovered at 
Julimar is “unique for Australia”.
 “The suite of metals is considered critical 
and, in some cases, strategically important 
for the transition of the energy and transport 
sectors from fossil fuels and internal 
combustion engines to renewable resources 
in electric, hydrogen and hybrid fuel cell 
vehicles,” a Chalice spokesperson said.
 Mr Dorsch last month described the latest 
drilling results as “exceptional”, saying “it is 
clear that Julimar is emerging as a globally 
significant deposit of critical metals in 
Western Australia”.
 He told The Herald in April that the Julimar 
ore body could be a “sizeable deposit of 
hundreds of millions of tonnes”.
 The ‘Gonneville’ discovery – named after 
a French geologist who helped peg the 
original Chalice claim – extends north into 
the Julimar State Forest where the company 
is seeking State Government approval to start 
low-impact soil sampling.
Continued on Page 5.

Simply the best sausage rolls in all of Australia – right here in Toodyay

New pool and complex officially opens

Swan Federal MP Steve Irons and Toodyay Shire President Rosemary Madacsi unveil a 
plaque at last month’s official recreation centre opening. Contract concern, Page 3.

Coming events
Christmas Street Party

Friday December 18, 6pm - 9pm
Toodyay Farmers Market

Sunday December 20

HE’S DONE it again.
 Toodyay’s seemingly unstoppable 
champion baker Jason Marion and his 
talented team have brought home yet 
another national award, this time for 
Australia’s best sausage roll.
 With Champion Pie already under their 

belt from the 2020 Perth Royal Food Awards, 
Toodyay Bakery scored seven more gold and 
two silver medals at Sydney’s recent Covid-
delayed national awards.
 It was an all-Toodyay affair in Sydney with 
ingredients from The Meat Hook, Baillee 
Farm and local IGA store.

 More gold medals were won for Toodyay 
Bakery’s African lamb berbere, vegan korma 
masala, bushchook pie, butter chicken, apple 
cinnamon pie and Christmas pie. 
 Silvers went to good old plain meat pies 
and an “Apprentice Plain Mince Pie” by 
Olivia Jarquin Baugh. Details Page 9.

Champion Toodyay bakers Jason Marion (left) and pastry chef Samson Woodford prepare a tray of Australia’s best sausage rolls. 
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Stirling Hamilton

I HEAR complaints echoing across the 
Letters to the Editor page calling for my 
denunciation and exile to China for seeking 
to defend that nation’s sovereignty.
 I will respond to my detractors with 
decorum and good grace.
 Each morning I watch the news from 
China, Japan, Germany, France, Al Jazeera, 
the BBC, ABC, SBS and Russia.
 I have an abiding interest in studying the 
nature of propaganda, and I while away 
the rest of the day following professors, 
diplomats, lecturers, journalists, and gifted 
practitioners of science and religion.
 Since former US President Barack Obama’s 
2011 announcement of America’s pivot to 
Asia, I’ve been watching this realignment 
of forces and words intently.
 We appear to be in the middle of a slow-
motion Third World War between the US 
and remaining nations that have resisted 
American attempts to absorb them into its 
sphere of global influence.
 Propaganda is being used relentlessly.
 I confess to being tendentious by expressing 
or supporting opinions that many others may 
disagree with.
 But believing something simply because 
everyone else believes it is illogical and, 
frankly, doing so in an information ecosystem 
controlled by a handful of self-interested 
media tycoons is dangerous.
 The rise of McCarthyism, racism and 
sneering references to the Chinese Communist 
Party instead of national government echo 
the worst reactionary excesses of the ’50s 
and ’60s.
 Propaganda works.
 It permeates our airwaves and its effects 
are insidious: 81 per cent of Australians now 
have negative views of China – twice that of 
a decade ago.
 Olive branches extended to Australia in 
August by China’s deputy head of mission 
in Canberra, Wang Xining, and former 
ambassador Fu Ying in October have been 
ignored – ie: rejected.
 China is a regional superpower and is 
contesting America’s place as the main 
global power.
 This is why we should be looking for ways 
of living with China and adjusting to the 
changing international order.
 Objections to China slapping seven anti-
dumping tariffs against us is a bit rich when 
we’ve lodged 90 against them.
 A related case occurred in August when 
Australia banned the $600 million sale of 
Melbourne-based Lion Dairy and Drinks 
to Mongolian manufacturing giant China 
Mengniu Dairy, in which the Chinese 
Government holds a controlling interest.
 Treasurer Josh Frydenberg rejected the 
Australian Foreign Investment Review 
Board and Treasury advice and said the 
proposed sale was “contrary to the national 
interest”.
 Tensions between Australia and China 
include control of the South China Sea, 
which China claims as its own.
 Chinese activities there date back more 
than 2000 years.
 Chinese traders were the first to discover, 

name, explore and exploit the resources of 
the South China Sea islands, and the first to 
exercise sovereign powers over them.
 Xingjian Province (home of ethnic Moslem 
Uyghurs) and Taiwan have been an integral 
part of China since 1600 AD.
 When Japan was defeated at the end of 
World War II, it ended its occupation of the 
now-disputed Spratly Islands in the South 
China Sea and numerous other former 
Japanese conquests in Asia, including the 
island of Taiwan which China now claims.
 If a revitalised Japan can craft a mature, 
professional relationship with China, why 
can’t Australia?
 America continues to maintain a large and 
powerful presence in the Pacific with 121 
military bases in Japan, 83 bases in South 
Korea, four in Guam and five in Hawaii, 
where the US Indo-Pacific Command 
headquarters is based.
 The US also operates military bases in 
Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria and elsewhere,  
hence China’s apprehension.
 The costs I quoted in October for Australia’s 
military spending to counter perceived 
regional threats were life-of-use figures.
 As US pioneer industrialist Henry Ford 
said, “I’ll give you the cars, just buy your 
parts from me”.
 Australia’s 72 new Lockheed Martin F-35 
stealth combat aircraft cost $44,000 an hour 
to fly, or $352 million over the multi-role 
jets’ 8000-hour lifespan.
 America excluded other countries when it 
provided F-35 source codes to Israel in 2016, 
so we can”t fix a thing – only the Yanks can 
service them.
 Australia’s fleet of six ageing Collins class 
submarines currently costs taxpayers $630 
million a year to maintain.
 Former Liberal Defence Minister David 
Johnston reckoned the fleet rarely deploys 
more than two of its operational subs at once 
– and we have trouble crewing them.
 The Royal Australian Navy has signalled 
that our entire Collins Class fleet may need 
upgrading before French-built replacements 
are ready in 2030.
 Australia’s former Consul-General to Hong 
Kong, Professor Jocelyn Chey, criticises 
Australian academic Clive Hamilton’s new 
book Hidden Hand on China as a “diatribe”.
 “We do not need this hysteria when we are 
trying to maintain a modicum of practical 
relations with the People’s Republic of 
China,” Professor Chey wrote.
 “The book in my view should not be taken 
seriously because it is biased, and therefore 
bad scholarship.
 “Few people nowadays admit that ‘the pen 
is mightier than the sword’ but sometimes a 
book becomes a best-seller because it rides 
on the back of a wave of popular sentiment.
 “It is sad that many now hesitate to write 
or speak about the state of Australia-China 
relations for fear of being labelled stooges.
 “The phantom of the ‘enemy or friend’ 
Maoist rhetoric has been evoked and is 
running wild in the West,” Professor Chey 
said.
 A lie told once remains a lie but a lie 
told a thousand times becomes the truth – 
Joseph Goebbels (1897-1945), German Nazi 
propaganda chief during World War II.

FROM Thursday December 3 to Monday 
February 15 the office will only be open on 
Tuesdays and Fridays from 9.30am to 2pm.
 If you need an ambulance, please call 
000. To book community transport, call 
0418 918 192. Membership payments can 

St John Ambulance new office hours
be made online or at the Toodyay Pharmacy 
or the post office.
 To speak to someone please call Heather 
0419 906 083, Nuala 0429 386 317, chair 
Matt Williams 0427 400 645 or, vice-chair 
Rachel Bell 0400 334 936.
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Date with destiny puts ex-copper on Arab map 
Ieva Tomsons

JULIMAR date farmer Stephen Kelly (68) 
has worn a lot of very different hats in his 
life including aircraft engineer, outback cop 
and prison officer.
 He grew up in Sydney and at 16 started an 
apprenticeship in aircraft engineering with 
Qantas.
 “Those were the days when you could pick 
and choose what you wanted to do.”
 Working for Qantas entitled employees 
to cheap flights, and Stephen recalls one 
memorable trip with work mates to Thailand 
during the Vietnam War in 1970.
 “Bangkok Airport was crowded with all 
sorts of military aircraft and we spent a lot of 
time watching the B52s taking off to bomb 
North Vietnam. They were fully loaded with 
bombs and needed rockets under the wings to 
boost their take-off in the humid weather – it 
really was an awesome sight.”
 After 10 years at Qantas, Stephen applied 
for the police force and was accepted by both 
NSW and the Northern Territory.
 He settled on the Northern Territory and 
drove to Darwin in 1978 to complete his 
training before being based in Katherine for 
the next three years.
 “I was a city boy and learning how to 
communicate with full-blood blackfellas was 
a challenge.
 As a single man, he was assigned to 
relieve at one-man police stations such as 
Mataranka, Timber Creek and Daly Waters 
which meant travelling vast distances alone.
 In Mataranka a tyre blew out, the police 
wagon rolled several times and Stephen was 
thrown 20m into the long grass where he was 
found by a passing truck driver.
 “The seat belt actually snapped. I had 
a broken back, broken ribs and internal 
bleeding and spent eight months in a spinal 
unit in Sydney.”
 In 1982, after three years of policing in 
Katherine and its surrounding communities, 
Stephen returned to Darwin and successfully 
ran for the local council the following year.
 His last posting as a police officer was 
Alice Springs where he developed a taste 
for dates from a local plantation.
 “Alice was where I fell in love with the 
date palm.”
 He also turned full circle on his “ignorant” 
attitude to Aboriginals when he was posted 
to the remote tribal community of Yuendumu 
350km north-west of Alice Springs on the 
edge of the Tanami Desert.
 “The Walpiri Elders gave me a skin (tribal) 
name and we developed a really good 
rapport.”
 An ancient men’s ceremonial site was 
located next to the police station and while 
Stephen was invited, he would not interfere 
when tribal business was taking place.
 “One young bloke was speared 19 times in 
the thigh with shovel-nosed spears because 
he had cut his mother’s head off with a star 

picket. Incredibly, he survived.
 “I think the whitefella justice system could 
learn from tribal law which is swift, painful 
and the recidivism rate is virtually non-
existent.”
 In Yuendumu he watched a major tribal 
dispute where a journalist from Central 
Australian Aboriginal Media Association 
had his shoulder dislocated by a flying 
boomerang.
 “You could hear the spears and boomerangs 
whistling back and forth through the air and 
he was unfortunately in the firing line.”
 Stephen is a keen guitar player and music 
helped him bond with Aboriginals during his 
career as a policeman and later as a prison 
officer.
 The Easter Purlapa, a resurrection 
corroboree performed in Yuendumu, attracts 
thousands of people, and while he was there 
Stephen was invited to perform a couple of 
numbers after the ceremony.
 Stephen got married in 1988 and “pulled the 
pin” on policing to settle in Perth. He worked 
various jobs including private investigation 
and truck driving before returning to Sydney 
where he became a prison officer in the then 
notorious Long Bay Jail.
 In 2004 he returned to WA and started 
working in Hakea Remand Centre for four 
years.
 “As a cop you lock them up. As a prison 
officer you live with them 24/7.

Stephen Kelly with a female date palm – the pollinated flowers are protected by paper bags. 

 Being on remand, the prisoners are on 
edge and things can go pear-shaped in a 
heartbeat.”
 The Kellys had purchased 22ha of land in 
Julimar Road in 2005 and Stephen continued 
working as a prison guard in Wooroloo 
Prison Farm before retiring and taking up 
farming full time in 2016.
 “We were tossing up between running boar 
goats, low-cost camping and even a caravan 
park, but we decided on dates.”
 They started the project in 2007 buying six 
small date palms from a South Australian 
grower who has mentored Stephen during 
the long process of establishing their grove 
of 115 trees.
 “Date farmers need patience, something I 
learned as a prison officer, as it takes 12 or 

more years for a female palm to mature and 
bear fruit.”
 From the beginning of spring to the 
following winter the palms require daily 
drip-fed watering and regular fertilising to 
produce good-quality fruit which is sold 
fresh or dehydrated to extend shelf life.
 The date’s growing cycle starts in August 
when the male trees produce flowers which 
have to be ‘hog-tied’ in their outer casing to 
prevent pollen loss.
 A month later the flowers are cut and dried 
for a day before the pollen is harvested using 
a small hand-held vacuum cleaner.
 “Pollen sells for $5 to $7 a gram and we 
collect about 750 grams  more than we need.”
 Stephen mixes the pollen with water to 
spray on the female flowers and for some 
varieties the process needs to be repeated up 
to four times.
 A paper bag is placed over the pollinated 
flowers to protect them from parrots.
 Around the end of December when the fruit 
is outgrowing the paper bags, large synthetic 
breathable bags are applied to the ripening 
dates which will be ready to harvest from 
mid-March to June.
 Date bunches are then shaken and the ripe 
fruit falls into catching trays ready for sorting 
and packing.
 “Perth’s Muslim community is our biggest 
customer. Their holy month of Ramadan falls 
within our harvest period and it is culturally 
significant for them to break their fast with 
fresh dates.
 On a trip to Abu Dhabi at the invitation of 
the United Arab Emirates government for the 
2018 International Date Conference, Stephen 
started thinking about building a shop in the 
style of a Bedouin tent which symbolises 
hospitality.
 The architect-designed plans have been 
approved by the local shire and once built it 
will be a unique attraction on the Toodyay 
tourism trail.
 “Date farming in Australia is in its 
embryonic stage and I still enjoy it, but 
unfortunately you only get to try something 
new once a year.
 “If I had started earlier, I would have 
definitely had a go at growing my own 
variety which would suit local conditions.”

Shire contract signed after  
concerns over legal risk

Michael Sinclair-Jones

A SIX-WEEK delay in signing a new 
contract to manage Toodyay’s recently 
opened $14 million recreation centre caused 
a dramatic special council meeting to be 
called at short notice last month.
 It followed last month’s ordinary meeting 
when three councillors led by Cr Therese 
Chitty used a short break to sign a formal 
demand for an immediate special meeting.
 Cr Chitty had tried earlier to raise her 
concerns over the absence of a signed 
contract as new business “of a very urgent 
nature that leaves the council at risk”.
 She was supported by Crs Paula Greenway, 
Brian Rayner and Mick McKeown, and 
opposed by Shire President Rosemary 
Madacsi, Deputy President Beth Ruthven 
and Crs Phil Hart and Susan Pearce (Cr Ben 
Bell absent on leave).
 The 4-4 deadlock was broken when 
President Madacsi used her casting vote to 
defeat Cr Chitty’s motion 5-4.
 Crs Chitty, Greenway and McKeown then 
used local government law to demand a 
special council meeting at 7pm.
 Cr Chitty said she had sought “a little bit 
of outside advice” and that “if we don’t have 
an executed contract, we have left ourselves 
a little bit exposed as a council and an 
organisation”.

 She said she had obtained verbal advice 
from “an ex-lawyer who hasn’t practised for 
quite some time” and WA Local Government 
Association Governance Manager James 
McGovern.
 Without a contract, we leave ourselves 
wide open,” Cr Chitty said.
 “To me that rings alarm bells – the risk is 
if someone hurts themselves seriously … 
there’s a huge risk without a contract.”
 Both she and Cr Greenway said they 
discovered there was no signed contract 
with new venue manager Clublinks on the 
weekend of November 21 when the shire’s 
new $14 million recreation centre was 
officially opened.
 “I also am gobsmacked,” Cr Greenway 
said.
 It was a “classic example” of councillors 
not being informed, she said.
 President Madacsi asked Cr Greenway to 
withdraw her “subjective” comments.
  Cr Greenway refused, and President 
Madacsi issued her with a formal caution.
 Cr McKeown said the lack of a signed 
contract meant it was “not at all clear” who 
was responsible for public liability and 
workers compensation insurance at the site.
 He said councillors had agreed to the 
essential terms for a contract on September 
22 and the pool had been open for five weeks.
Continued on Page 5.
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LETTERS
Inexcusable actions

THE CLAYTON’S inquiry into the Shire 
of Toodyay is totally what you would 
expect if you did not want to find those 
responsible for this debacle to be brought 
to account.
 The Minister for Local Government 
listed 25 adverse findings yet has taken no 
action against the former CEO, councillors 
at the time and administration, making it a 
total waste of ratepayer/residents’ money 
again.
 With the excellent hard work of the 
Toodyay Progress Association – especially 
former chair Larry Graham – and The 
Toodyay Herald, we already had an insight 
into the dysfunction at the shire long before 
the State acted, and then to be totally let 
down by the report.
 There are councillors still on council 
who were part of the reason the shire was 
dysfunctional.
 They still don’t appear to want to 
step aside or take responsibility for the 
actions that have found us in this perilous 
situation.
 For them to go against advice in taking 
legal action against former shire CEO 
Graham Merrick at enormous ratepayer 
expense is inexcusable.
 Why didn’t they take action against 
whoever in shire administration overpaid 
Mr Merrick $150,000 when he left?
 That overpayment and the ripple effect 
of ongoing legal bills has now crippled 
ratepayers and residents for years into the 
future and our children and grandchildren 
will be left to pay for something they had 
no part of.
 Finally, last month’s Page 3 picture in 
The Herald of the former shire CEO and 
former shire president Brian Rayner says 
it all – Hear No Evil, See No Evil.

Graeme Buchanan
Toodyay

Drop kick diplomacy
I HAVE just read Old Blind Joe’s October 
column on China and the influence on 
Australia by a communist regime that is our 
biggest trading partner.
 I find the simplistic, goading responses by 
others a tad scurrilous in relation to the woes 
our Federal Government has brought upon 
itself and our country.
 I feel for local exporters caught up in 
Canberra’s tit for tat dispute with China, 
knowing how much our national economy 
needs certainty for its international markets.
 I ask if Old Blind Joe’s critics would treat 
their customers the same way as the drop 
kicks in Canberra are treating our country’s 
most important trading partner?
  Can anyone assume it will all end well 
because the US will come to our rescue?
 “Die Gedanken Sind Frei”(Thoughts 

Use it or lose it
IT SEEMS Tony Lush (November Herald 
Letters) expects our IGA to be a convenience 
store and have the lowest prices, an unlikely 
combination in a small town like Toodyay and 
the reason none of the major supermarkets 
have a store here.
 Profit is reward for risk and the risk in 
establishing the business would have been 
considerable.
 Apart from supplying a large variety of 
goods, store owners Amanda and Dean 
Carter provide employment for a lot of young 
and young-at-heart people.
 They have also built extra premises so that 
anyone who wants to take a risk and open a 
business has a place available.
 If everybody decided to shop elsewhere 
and we lost our IGA, it would be devastating 
for Toodyay.                         Mike Andrijich

Toodyay

Fledgling peril
I HAVE noticed many Magpie babies dead 
on the road.
 The reason they are getting killed is 
because motorists are mainly of the 
impression that they will fly away on 
hearing a vehicle.
 These young Magpies have yet to learn 
the dangers and road rules, so would it be 
too much to ask all motorists to take care 
if you see a mob of Magpies on the road.
 It doesn’t take much to slow down, toot 
or go round them. So please be aware and 
save our wildlife – that goes for Bobtails 
as well.                                 Sue Eldridge

Julimar

No sticker
THIS is a note to the driver of a white Toyota 
Triton who parked in the disabled parking 
spot behind Toodyay Post Office, without 
the benefit of an ACROD sticker, thereby 
preventing me from legally parking there.
 As I have limited mobility, it was extremely 
difficult for me to access my post box.
 I trust that in future you will not need to 
use an ACROD sticker, but if you do, I hope 
that you will not be left in the predicament 
in which you left me.                    Jo Sutton

Toodyay

It’s been a unique year in a unique town but we’ve survived and 
everyone is looking forward to a return to normality.

So here’s cheers to a relaxing Christmas with family and friends.
With all best wishes for a Happy New Year.

The Toodyay Herald team.

The way we were – written on the back of a black and white print of this photograph are the words “Toodyay First School Bus”. Toodyay 
Historical Society research shows that a horse-drawn school bus service started in Toodyay on 6 September 1920. It carried children from 
West Toodyay to the Toodyay State School after the West Toodyay School was closed a month earlier, and this may have been the West 
Toodyay children’s first journey to their new school 100 years ago. Photo: Newcastle Gaol Museum. Additional information: Beth Frayne.

Are Free) is a German song about freedom 
of thought – the writer and composer are 
unknown but the most popular version was 
published by Hoffmann von Fallersleben in 
1842.
 I read Old Blind Joe every month and will 
keep doing so with interest and awe as I find 
it very informative and witty to boot.

Peter Harms
Morangup

Turning a corner
WHAT a year it has been.
 Who could have seen how so many lives 
would be so dramatically affected, not only 
in Toodyay but all over the world?
 The sight of our main street deserted with 
normally busy shops shuttered for six weeks 
in March and April was like a scene from an 
apocalyptic science fiction movie.
 Borders closed as police and military 
roadblocks kept us isolated – and safe – from 
a deadly virus that continues to devastate the 
rest of the world.
 Millions of people worldwide lost their 
jobs, local schools closed and anxiety spread 
through our community.
 New words like ‘Covid’, ‘pandemic’, 
‘lockdown’, ‘quarantine’ and ‘isolation’ 
were suddenly on everyone’s lips.
 Toodyay bunkered down and stayed home 
to ride out the storm, not knowing how long 
it might last.
 You have only to look at what happened in 
Victoria to see how lucky we were to have 
dodged that deadly bullet.
 And while all this was going on, our 
community was being wracked by seemingly 
endless civic turmoil with two shire 
presidents, a beleaguered shire CEO on sick 
leave, a divided council and a key election 
overshadowed by a State inquiry into chronic 
civic mismanagement.
 It could have been a recipe for disaster but 
for the calm intervention of acting shire CEO 
Chileya Luangala who surely deserves a 
medal for not only keeping our shire running 
effectively during a national emergency but 
also for freezing rates.
 We now appear to have turned a corner.
 State borders are re-opening, life-saving 
vaccines are near release and local tourism 
is thriving like never before.
 This month’s Herald front page says it all 
– a beautiful new swimming pool, another 
national food award and bright prospects for 
an important new green energy industry that 
promises to put Toodyay on the world map.
  If the high standard of public debate at 
last month’s three shire council meetings is 
a guide, we may also be entering a period of 
much better local government.
 Not everyone will agree with the outcomes 
but the absence of shouting, glaring, smirking  
and patronising condescension in the council 
chamber augurs well for our community’s 
future.
 We have a lot to be grateful for in an 
extraordinarily challenging year – let’s keep 
up the good work as we look ahead to 2021.
 May you all enjoy a very merry Christmas 
and a happy and prosperous New Year.

Michael Sinclair-Jones
Editor

The Toodyay Herald invites you to have 
your say in our letters page. Please 
email us at news@toodyayherald.com.au 
with your full name, address and phone 
number. Letters that are short, sharp and 
to the point about topical local issues are 
preferred. We reserve the right to edit for 
length, grammar and punctuation.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freedom_of_thought
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freedom_of_thought
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/August_Heinrich_Hoffmann_von_Fallersleben
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Continued from Page 1
AERIAL surveys suggest Julimar State 
Forest is at least as rich in the same rare 
precious metals as the Keating Road site.
 A Chalice spokesperson said that because 
the project was at “such an early stage, we 
do not know how much water would be 
required” if mining occurs.
 “Chalice appreciates how critically 
important water is to the region and takes 
its environmental responsibilities seriously,” 
the spokesperson said.
 “Any potential mining activity in Western 
Australia is strictly governed by mining and 
environmental laws.”
 The company says it expects to know by 
the middle of next year if a Julimar mine is 
economically viable.
 Chalice currently has about 25-30 staff 
working in mainly geological and field roles 
at the Keating Road site.

 “As our drilling advances, we are hopeful 
that these numbers will steadily increase with 
the company remaining strongly committed 
to supporting local businesses and the 
local community wherever possible,” the 
spokesperson said.
 “The Julimar project has the potential to 
deliver significant jobs, skills and economic 
diversification to the Wheatbelt region.
 “As the project advances, so will our scope 
to provide employment, jobs and training 
opportunities and to invest in positive 
community initiatives.
  Chalice donated $5000 to this year’s 
Toodyay Christmas Street Party after the 
local chamber of commerce and industry 
pulled out due to pandemic uncertainty.
 “We are committed to being part of the 
local community by supporting local events, 
facilities and businesses wherever possible,” 
Chalice said.

Miner spends $7m on Julimar farms, awaits State Forest permits

Continued from Page 1.
CR MCKEOWN asked why it had taken so 
long for the contract to be finalised.
 “Who bears responsibility if an accident 
happens on that site?” Cr McKeown asked.
 “If we haven’t got a contract, should those 
people be there?
 “Should the site actually be open?”
 Shire CEO Suzie Haslehurst said there was 
“clear legal intent” of an implied contract 
based on documented evidence of the 
essential terms.
 “We have a clear letter of intent to enter 
into the contract,” she said.
 She said the contract was within a “hair’s 
breath” of being signed after “a bit of 
pushback” about the parties’ maintenance 
roles and responsibilities.

Contract signed after council sets CEO deadline

Charmaine Miles
Ballardong Elder

IT’S A GREAT privilege to represent my 
people and my culture on this very important 
day.
 I thank the Shire of Toodyay for inviting 
me here to say a few words and to welcome 
you all ‘to country’.
 I’m a Ballardong woman, I speak the 

Welcome to Country calls on the good spirits of 
Ballardong ancestors to watch over new pool

Ballardong Elder Charmaine Miles delivers 
a “Welcome to Country” (printed below) as  
local Labor MP Darren West watches on at 
last month’s official opening of Toodyay’s 
new $14 million recreation centre.

Ballardong language and I continue to 
connect with my culture on so many levels.
 I’m also a member of the Toodyay family, 
which I’m very proud to say.
 To bring traditional meaning to such an 
occasion, I would like to say a few words in 
language and then speak in English 
 Kya wandjo djiba wari kwadak ngyn 
wakkining mooditj wirn – hello and welcome 
to this beautiful swimming pool.
 I call on the good spirits of my ancestors 
to allow safe passage and enjoyment to this 
place.
 I would like to pay deep respect to my 
elders both past and present.
 A long time ago Aboriginal people walked 
this land, up and down the Avon valley, 
hunting, fishing, swimming and gathering 
food from this beautiful place we call ‘Dudja’ 
or place of mist.
 This land has significant meaning to many 
Aboriginal families because we don’t own 
the land – we belong to the land for the land 
is our mother.
 Ballardong boodja is the traditional and 
ancient homeland of my people, being the 
true custodians and cultural keepers of the 
land on which we are meeting today.
 That in itself should always be respected.
 I thank you for listening and acknowledging 
my welcome to you on behalf of my people.
 I leave you with this: Nitja Ballardong, 
boodja noonak yaakin – this is Ballardong 
land on which you are standing.

 Both parties had sought legal advice.
 “It’s a brand new site, and really tough to 
work out what’s going to be needed – that 
has been the major hold-up,” Ms Haslehurst 
said.
 “The risks are actually being borne by 
Clublinks at the moment.
 “They have in place public liability 
insurance and the facility itself is insured by 
the shire.”
 Councillors voted 5-3 for Cr Chitty’s 
motion, seconded by Cr Greenway, that a 
contract be signed within eight days.
 They were joined by Crs McKeown, 
Rayner and Pearce, and opposed by Crs 
Madacsi, Ruthven and Hart.
 The contract was signed four working days 
later on Monday November 30.

Swimming pool community fundraiser Bethan Lloyd draws a family pass winner from a box 
held by Cr Brian Rayner flanked by Toodyay Shire President Rosemary Madacsi and local 
WA Nationals MP Shane Love (right) at last month’s recreation centre official opening.

Map showing the Gonneville discovery on private land in the Keating Road area near the 
Chalice claim’s southern boundary and a potential ore body stretching north across the 
middle of  Julimar State Forest and onto more private land near Dewars Pool Road.
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POLICE confiscated a big haul of illegal 
firearms and ammunition while conducting 
a drug raid on a rural property in Toodyay 
last month.
 Two sawn-off shotguns, a handgun, five 
replica handguns and two handmade firearms 
were among 11 illegal weapons and replicas 
seized during the raid.
 More than 100 rounds of unregistered live 
ammunition were also seized.
 None of the confiscated firearms were 
licensed.
 The drug haul consisted of two cannabis 
plants, about 200g of cannabis resin stored as 
cannabis butter in a fridge, 100g of cannabis 
material and seeds, and drug smoking 
paraphernalia, including a water pipe (bong).
 The daytime raid occurred about 20km from 
the Toodyay townsite and was conducted in 
conjunction with Northam detectives.
 Police are checking ownership records for 
the seized firearms.
 The property’s occupants are being 
questioned and police inquiries are 
continuing in relation to possible charges.

Route crackdown
LOCAL officers undertook training with 
Main Roads WA inspectors last month in a 
new campaign to stop big trucks being driven 
illegally through Toodyay’s busy main street.
 It follows reports that increased numbers 
of heavy trucks are using the town’s main 
shopping thoroughfare as an illegal shortcut.

SaferToodyay
Desraé Clarke

FREE anti-theft screws for vehicle 
registration plates will be available at a 
police event in the Bunning’s car park on 
the corner of Peel Terrace and Oliver Street, 
Northam on Saturday December 5 from 9am 
to 2pm.
 Police will advise vehicle owners about 
the significant inconvenience they will 
experience once their number plate is stolen.
 The theft will be followed by further 
criminal activities using the stolen vehicle 
identification.
 Online services available to contact 
our police have become easier and more 
convenient to use.
 Apply for information to contact our police 
force at: police.wa.gov.au; Crimestoppers 
1, crimestopperswa.com.au, 1800 333 000; 
police 131 444 and, Report Graffiti 1800 442 
255, goodbyegrafitti. wa.gov.au.
  To contact us visit safertoodyay.org.au.

Illegal guns, drugs seized in daytime bust

 State law requires heavy-haulage vehicles 
to carry Restricted Access Vehicle (RAV) 
certification which limits their use in built-up 
areas such as shopping precincts.
 An RAV truck is any vehicle wider than 
2.5m, taller than 4.3m, or more than 12.5m 
long as a single vehicle, or 19m with a trailer.
 They include heavy-haulage vehicles 
carrying mobile cranes and front-end 
loaders, ‘B-doubles’ (prime movers towing 
a second trailer), road trains and other heavy 
vehicles with oversized loads.
 All RAV vehicles passing through Toodyay 
are required by law to use the town’s heavy-
haulage bypass between Newcastle Bridge 
and Hamersley Street.
 Local officers are now equipped to check 
for correct RAV certification and driver 
fatigue management records and will also 
inspect trucks for mechanical defects.
 Trucks will be stopped for random 
inspections in Stirling Terrace and at either 
end of the town’s heavy-haulage bypass.
 Penalties for offenders range from 
infringement notices and court appearances 
to vehicles being put off the road for 
mechanical defects.

Bike spike
A RECENT spike in off-road trail and quad 
bike thefts has prompted local police to 
urge owners to record serial numbers for 
unregistered machines and photograph them 
to help tracing if stolen.
 Six farm bikes and two from the townsite 
were stolen in a recent six-week period.
 None were registered so there are no police 
computer records of their Vehicle Identity 
Number (VIN).
 The stolen machines – including two quad 
bikes – were mostly off-road trail bikes with 
values ranging from $4000 to $12,000.
 Unregistered stolen bikes can’t be easily 
identified if they are offered for sale on popular 
online sites such as Gumtree and Facebook.
 Many farmers keep their off-road bikes in 
unlocked sheds, and it is relatively easy to 
hotwire a motorcycle to start without a key – 
the ignition lock is just a switch.
 Farm security is particularly important at 
this time of the year when farmers are busy 
spending many hours in paddocks for the 
annual local harvest.
 Motorbike thefts have generally been 
discovered on weekends.
 Most trail bikes out of the factory look 
identical, which is why it important to record 
and photograph their details.
 As always, we urge everyone to lock 
their sheds, remain vigilant and report any 
suspicious vehicles in their area.

Double demerits
LASTLY, all Toodyay residents and visitors 
are reminded that our annual Christmas road 
safety campaign starts on Friday December 
18 and runs for two weeks until Sunday 
January 3.
 Double demerits will apply throughout that 
period.
 Local officers will be at full strength with 
increased traffic patrols on local roads, 
random breath tests and vehicle inspections.
 We’re not out to spoil anyone’s holiday fun 
but working to ensure we can all stay safe 
and well over the festive season.
 It has been a good year in difficult times 
for our community and we at Toodyay Police 
Station would like to wish everyone a Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year.

One of the unregistered stolen farm bikes.

Two of five replica handguns seized during the police raid.

Faulty airbags can kill car occupants

How much screen 
time should kids 

be allowed?

Anti-theft screws to 
secure rego plates

CAR MANUFACTURERS are imploring 
WA vehicle owners to immediately organise 
the repair of faulty Takata airbags – or risk 
serious injury and even death.
 More than 7900 vehicles have been fitted 
with the faulty airbags which will be replaced 
for free at the vehicle dealerships. A faulty 

Takata airbag can kill or seriously injure 
vehicle occupants regardless of whether they 
are the driver or passenger.
 If a faulty airbag deploys, shrapnel can 
be sprayed throughout the vehicle and 
worldwide 30 people have been killed and 
more than 330 people have been injured.

Computer Safety
Phil Hart

A LOT of parents are concerned about the 
amount of time their children spend using 
smart devices.
 Like all technology it can be harmful but it 
can also be helpful.
 A good starting point is to recognise that 
smart devices are ubiquitous.
 The trick is to support children to learn to 
use them in ways that will benefit them as they 
grow up.
 A number of studies over the past 10 
years point towards the risks of poor mental 
development and adverse health outcomes for 
children who watch television passively.
 There is conversely good news for children 
who engage in one hour of exercise per day 
and who also use apps for social interaction.
 Building opportunities for pretend play into 
children’s days gives them a chance to develop 
their imaginations.
 A Lego brick being bounced along a table 
can become a galloping horseman.
 Pretend play is an essential part of every 
child’s development.
 While interactive apps are better than pre-
recorded material, experiencing a real person 
in a video call is even better.
 As well as talking to grandma, various 
schools of the air also provide connections to 
teachers.
 Social engagement is a key factor.
 More information can be found at bbc.
in/2TmsLJx/.
 Happy surfing.

https://bbc.in/2TmsLJx
https://bbc.in/2TmsLJx
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Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade 
Coondle-Nunile
Max J Heath

WELL, another year nearly over and what a year 
it has been.
 Firstly, last month’s notes went somewhere into 
cyber space so here it goes for two months’ worth 
of notes.
 There have been quite a few callouts, although 
the rain in November steadied things down for a 
while.
 We had a great morning for the opening of our 
Coondle-Nunile station and all went off well.
 Emergency Services Minister Fran Logan 
performed the honours.
 It was great to meet new CEO Suzie Hazlehurst. 
Welcome Suzie and we hope you have a great stay 
in Toodyay.
 Department of Fire and Emergency Services 
Commissioner Darren Clem also attended the 
opening, and it was good to see him again as we 
have had a bit to do with one another in the past.
  Philip Hay our district officer was there to make 
sure we behaved ourselves and of course several 
shire councillors attended led by Shire President 
Rosemary Madacsi.
 Minister Fran Logan had a good look around 
and was in no hurry to leave us even though he 
had another appointment.
 Congratulations to Community Emergency 

NATIONAL Road Safety Week switched its 
focus to regional roads on November 20 with 
the theme Shine a Light on regional road safety.
 Fatalities and serious injuries on regional 
roads continue to be over-represented in WA 
crash statistics with around 60 per cent of all 
deaths occurring on country roads.
 The Road Safety Commission approached 

 Wheatbelt farmer shines light on local road safety
Alan Carter’s photograph for the Shine a Light road safety campaign.

Wheatbelt farmer and photographer Alan 
Carter to produce an image that embodied 
the Shine a Light message for National Road 
Safety Week.
 “I am a keen photographer and the prospect 
of being involved in a ‘shoot’ like this was a 
great opportunity to add to my experience and 
learn some new skills,” Mr Carter said.

 “Rural communities are very tight knit within 
towns and between towns – we do business, 
socialise, and play sport within our regions and 
every loss of life or major injury has an impact 
on us all.
 “The response from the members of the 
community was very positive and I had no 
trouble getting willing participants at first 

request, Mr Carter said.”
 To raise awareness of the Shine a Light theme, 
motorists around the state are encouraged to 
switch on their headlights, making themselves 
more visible to other road users, even in 
daylight.
 Last year 85 lives were lost on regional roads 
in WA.

Toodyay Volunteer Fire and Rescue

ON SATURDAY December 13, Santa and his 
helpers from the Toodyay Volunteer Fire and 
Rescue will be making their way around town, 
spreading joy and lollies to the children of 
Toodyay.
 Then they will make their way to the town oval 
for an epic water fight and free sausage sizzle at 
4pm.
 Bring your own water pistol, a drink, hats and 
sunscreen – but no water balloons.
 From 3pm, Santa will visit McDonald Retreat, 
River Hills Estate, Newcastle Gaol Museum, the 
Alma Beard Medical Centre, Toodyay Memorial 
Hall, Duidgee Park, Settlers Ridge, Jubilee Street 
and then the showgrounds.
 For a route map, go to the Toodyay Volunteer 
Fire and Rescue Facebook page.

Half-burnt stumps can 
smoulder for weeks

Local families check out new station
Services Manager Rob Koch for the work he put 
into the whole project and for organising the day.
 We held an open day after the opening with a 
good response from families in the area followed 
by our meeting – just to fill the day in.
 I was given the privilege of presenting some 
service medals during the meeting to Nick Griggs, 
Millie Heath, Dave Isbill and Peter Alum. All 
worthy recipients.
 The brigade recently purchased a thermal 
camera for each vehicle to help us find on-site 
fire hot spots.
 One of the things Coondle-Nunile has on the 
go is collecting Containers for Change.
 If you would like to donate your containers 
to the brigade you can do so by leaving bags of 
containers at the fire station or if in town contact 
me on 0400 206 929 and I will pick them up.
 The brigade is also involved with Movember 
so if you would like to donate to this project you 
can go online to Movember and search Coondle-
Nunile.
 One more thing we are planning to do is a 
Christmas run through the subdivisions possibly 
under lights and sirens to say hello to any children 
in the area and annoy the adults.
 If you are in the Coondle-Nunile area and would 
like a visit, please contact Nick on 0427 290 562 
or Sue on 0414 612 288.
 Well that is about it for the year, so from all of 
us at Coondle-Nunile we wish one and all a very 
merry Christmas and a great safe New Year.

DECEMBER in Toodyay is notorious for 
lightning strikes that can trigger bushfires.
 We urge all local residents to be watchful 
during and after electrical storms.
 Trees hit by lightning can smoulder 
undetected for up to a week or more.
 Electrical storms are often accompanied by 
high humidity which can suppress the spread 
of any immediate fire.
 But smouldering trees can burst into flame 
and start a bushfire at any time when warm, 
dry or windy conditions return.
 Another December fire risk is bush block 
burn-offs that were not fully extinguished 
before the Prohibited Burning Period took 
effect from November 1.
 Half-burnt stumps and piles of other 
flammable material buried under mounds of 
earth can smoulder for weeks underground.
 These need to be inspected for any sign of 
heat or smoke.
 You can check by scraping away the 
surface to see what may be happening 
underneath.
 All landowners and occupiers have a 
legal obligation to report any fire on their 

properties once they become aware of it.
 They should call 000 immediately.
 Even after volunteer bush fire fighters 
have mopped up and left, it remains the 
responsibility of landowners or occupiers to 
stay at the site and take any action needed to 
stop smouldering residue from re-igniting.
 Another common cause of bushfires is 
motorcycles being ridden in dry paddocks 
or bushland. and are usually caused by hot 
exhaust pipes touching dry vegetation.
 Chainsaws and model aircraft can also 
cause bushfires, as can slashers and mowers 
if their blades hit stones and create sparks.
 People doing these sorts of activities should 
always provide adequate supervision and 
suppression capability such as a fire-fighting 
unit and pressurised water.
 Despite lightning at this time of year, the 
vast majority of all fires remain caused by 
human activity.
 It does not have to be a total fire ban day 
or harvest ban for a fire to start.
 We urge everyone to check the weather 
and assess any risk before doing anything 
that could start an accidental fire.
 Any activities which could potentially 
start a fire should only be conducted with 
appropriate fire supervision and suppression 
capabilities. Cancel or postpone if in doubt.
 Current fire restrictions will continue into 
March and may need to be extended if dry 
conditions persist.
 Please don’t hesitate to call 000 at the first 
sign of any fire so that we can all stay safe 
this summer.

Santa plans lolly run’

Santa will soon be spreading joy and lollies.

Fire advice
With Rob Koch

Community Emergency 
Services Manager
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Yippee – street party is back

THE STATE’S official website for 
emergency information and warnings has 
received a $200,000 upgrade in preparation 
for the upcoming bushfire and cyclone 
seasons.
 The updates to emergency.wa.gov.au, 
which is managed by the Department of 
Fire and Emergency Services (DFES), 
were driven by community feedback, 
following requests for more information 
and increased functionality.
 Communities impacted by bushfires 
will now be able to see an Incident Area 
for selected fires, showing the estimated 
location of the hazard. The Incident Area 
is depicted on the map as a hatched shape 
alongside the existing warning areas.
 F i r e  a n d  E m e rg e n c y  S e r v i c e s 
Commissioner Darren Klemm AFSM said 
the inclusion of the Incident Area would 
help people make informed decisions to 
respond to emergencies.
 The Incident Area is informed by on-
the-ground and aerial intelligence, but 
emergencies can escalate quickly, and 
the full extent of the incident may not be 
shown.
 “Always follow the advice in official 
warnings and never solely rely on the 
Incident Area when making decisions in an 
emergency,” Commissioner Klemm said.
 Among the recent upgrades to Emergency 
WA is the customisation of the platform 
to include future WA Health-issued 

Emergency website gets 
$200,000 upgrade

community Covid-19 alerts and warnings.
 Since its launch in October 2016, 
Emergency WA has gained a strong 
community following with 5.4 million 
visitors and more than 32 million-page 
views.
 To date, its busiest day was 9 January 
2020 with 274,468 visitors in 24 hours.
 This coincided with bushfires in 
Norseman, the Stirling Ranges and Baldivis 
and storms and flooding in the State’s north 
west.
 “Following the Black Summer bushfires 
in the Eastern States, Emergency WA has 
been tested to withstand huge spikes in 
website traffic in the event of a catastrophic 
incident,” Commissioner Klemm said.
 “We have also listened to feedback 
from the community and worked to make 
Emergency WA more user friendly with 
several new features and optimisations 
to provide clear and easy to understand 
information during emergencies.
 “Emergency WA is the official source 
of emergency information for all West 
Australians no matter where they live and 
what hazards they face.
 “With the bushfire and cyclone seasons 
almost upon us, I urge people to spend time 
familiarising themselves with Emergency 
WA, ahead of the upcoming busy summer 
period.”
 Other upgrades to Emergency WA 
include:
• A new menu allowing users to filter map 
layers by hazard.
• Home page icons for total fire ban and fire 
danger ratings.
• Zoom function and warning display 
optimisation to make it quick and easy to 
find out more information about an incident.
• Road names now appear in the satellite 
view.
• Accessibility updates to ensure the 
website supports the information needs of 
people with disabilities.
• Extensive security testing.
To stay informed during emergencies: visit 
the Emergency WA website emergency. 
wa.gov.au; call 13 DFES (13 3337); follow 
DFES on Facebook or Twitter and, listen to 
ABC or 6PR Radio.

Julimar Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade members. Photo: Lou Kidd.

Find the fountain of youth 
at your local brigade

Cash to lure new industries

Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade 
Julimar
Karen Dore

“ANYONE who stops learning is old, 
whether at 20 or 80. Anyone who keeps 
learning stays young.” – Henry Ford.
 Interestingly, the ages mentioned in 
Henry’s quote pretty much cover the spread 
of ages within the Julimar brigade (both 
auxiliary and active firefighters) but that’s 
not the reason for sharing the quote.
 Being a volunteer bush firefighter means 
more than just showing up when the pager 
goes off.
 The commitment to helping the community 
includes ongoing training to ensure that 
everyone on the fireground knows what to do 

when and, more importantly, knowing how 
to keep themselves and their crew safe.
 As this edition of The Herald goes to press, 
brigade members from all around the shire 
will have recently availed themselves of the 
following instruction.
 Collar Tank Training: due to low water 
levels in dams across the shire (despite the 
recent spring downpour) it is foreseen that 
firefighters may need to use the collar tank 
to both help out helicopters and themselves.
 Radio Refresher Training: it’s imperative 
during an emergency that everyone is 
speaking the same language and on the same 
page – in this case the same channel.
 So, in summary, forget looking for the 
fountain of youth. If you’d like to stay young, 
consider signing up with your local brigade.

THE SHIRE of Northam is offering a 
$1,000,000 location or relocation incentive 
for business or industry to establish within 
its locality.
 Forming part of the Shire’s Covid-19 
response strategy adopted in April 2020, 
an Industry Attraction Fund (IAF) has been 
established with the view to leveraging the 
shire’s strategic location, affordable land and 
housing and access to road and rail networks.
 Shire President Chris Antonio said the 
establishment of the IAF was unanimously 
supported by the council as an opportunity to 
assist the community cope with the medium 
to long-term impacts Covid-19 was projected 
to have on local investment and employment.
 “While the impacts of Covid-19 have been 
different from those initially projected in 
our shire, council holds a strong view that 
attracting a significant industry or industries 
to our shire will not only benefit us but also 

the entire region,” Cr Antonio said.
 The IAF has been structured to offer a 
range of incentive options to be negotiated 
with the successful applicants, including but 
not limited to direct cash contributions, land 
provision and rates suspension.
 The focus of the council is to attract 
employment to the region and more 
importantly, make sure there is a significant 
community benefit.
 “We are very clear that we are looking for 
employment-generating opportunities, so are 
looking for in excess of 75 direct jobs to be 
created.
 “We are also wanting to ensure that these 
jobs remain local within our shire,” Cr 
Antonio said.
 Detailed information is available on the 
Shire of Northam website and applicants 
can contact Jason Whiteaker on 9622 6100 
or email ceosec@northam.wa.gov.au.

ANOTHER Fine Mess (above) will entertain 
the crowds at the Toodyay Christmas Street 
Party from on Friday December 18.
  Soprano Emma Pettemerides is another 

performer who will take to the stage from 
8pm.
  See advertisement and story on Page 12 
for further details.

Authorised by S Love, 1/17 Moreton Tce Dongara 6525
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Toodyay Men’s Shed
Graham Hill

TOODYAY Men’s Shed started in 2009 and 
the following year Jeff Roberts became its 
chairman.
 Jeff has guided the Men’s Shed from a group 
which gathered in a private home to the newly 
constructed premises at 5 Harper Road.
 After a decade at the helm, Jeff recently 
handed over to new chairman Fred Fellows.
 Toodyay Men’s Shed is part of an international 
organisation that is reported to have started 
in Broken Hill in the 1980s and evolved as 
a meeting place for former miners before 
spreading throughout Australia and the rest of 
the world.
 Toodyay Men’s Shed offers a place to gather 
for men over the age of 16 years.
 If you want to you can work in the metal 
shop – but you don’t have to.
 You can work in the woodwork shop – but 
you don’t have to.

All systems go as council 
changes course

Changing of the guard at 
Toodyay Men’s Shed

New chairman Fred Fellows (left) with outgoing chairman Jeff Roberts.

 You can play pool – but you don’t have to.
 You can drink tea and coffee all day or you 
can watch TV or DVD – but you don’t have to.
 But – you can chat with anyone.
 In short, Toodyay Men’s Shed is a place to 
gather and just relax, chat or participate in 
anything you would like.
 You might be surprised how much you know 
or how much you can learn by just sitting with 
men over a cup of tea or coffee.
 So why not come along for morning tea 
anytime from 8.30am to noon on Mondays, 
Thursdays and Saturdays.
 We also offer ‘breakfast with your mates’ on 
the last Saturday in the month.
 The Men’s Shed will be closed for the 
Christmas holiday break and will open again 
early in January 2021.
 We take this opportunity to wish everyone in 
the Toodyay community a Merry Christmas and 
a happy and safe New Year.
 For further information please contact the 
secretary on 0408 871 406.

Jason Marion

FOLLOWING our win of Champion Pie at the 
Perth Royal Food Awards 2020 we decided to 
have another crack at the Great Aussie Pie and 
Sausage Roll Competition 2020.
 This year’s competition was held in Sydney, 
two months later than usual due to Covid-19.
 Entries had to be frozen and sent via courier.
 We had our most successful competition 
to date bringing home seven gold and two 
silver medals and taking the title of Australia’s 
Greatest Sausage Roll.
 The competition was judged by leaders in the 
baking industry and we came up against 304 
bakeries around Australia with a total of 1500 
entries.
 Cassie and I are really proud of our team 
members who are always willing to go above 
and beyond.
 Sincere thanks to Sam from The Meat Hook, 
Anthea and Luke from Baillee Farm and Todd 
from the IGA butchery who supply the top-
quality ingredients we use all year round.
 The ingredients in our competition pies and 
sausage rolls are the same as we use for the 
shop.
 We enter the competition to hone our skills as 
we receive a scoresheet and judges’ comments 
which help us to constantly improve our     

Local bakery on a roll with 
Aussie’s best sausso

range of products.
 Since the regional borders opened, we have 
been run off our feet.
 November is usually the start of the quiet 
season for us but since winning the title we 
have seen another surge in sales.
 People from all over the state are visiting us, 
some buying 20 or more pies and sausage rolls 
at a time.
 We buy a lot of our produce locally so we 
hope there is a flow-on effect for other small 
local businesses.

What we won this year
GOLD – Plain Sausage Roll (Overall 
winner).
 Gold – African Lamb Berbere (3rd Overall 
Red meat category).
 Gold – Vegan Korma Masala. (3rd Overall 
Vegetarian/Vegan Category).
 Gold – Bushchook Pie (2nd Overall Game 
Category).
 Gold  –   Butter Chicken.
 Gold  – Apple Cinnamon Pie (3rd Overall 
Apple pie category).
 Gold  –   Christmas Pie.
 Silver  –   Plain Mince Pie.
 Silver – Apprentice Plain Mince Pie (Olivia 
Jarquin Baugh).

TURNING the Queen Mary around was often 
used as a metaphor to describe the enormity 
of a task.
 At 81,000 tons and 310 metres in length, the 
Queen Mary was one of the most powerful ships 
built, dwarfing the Titanic at 52,000 tons and 
268 metres. Due to the size and displacement 
of 206,712 cubic metres or water, manoeuvring 
the ship was a precise and monumental task 
against massive hydrodynamic forces.
 What is the relevance you may ask?
 The ship is a metaphor that well describes local 
government; the complexity of bureaucracies 
and the interdependence of systems and what 
is required before change becomes apparent.
 Just as passengers on board were oblivious 
to four sets of turbines supported by 24 boilers 
powering the ship and were not aware as they 
travelled more than 18km that a direction 
change was occurring, so it is with changes 
occurring in the shire which may not be readily 
apparent, yet are occurring with vigour.
 So, are we changing direction? Absolutely. 
Considerable work is occurring to instil high 
standards of efficiency, transparency and 
governance in line with new standards being 
released.
 Core to efficient operations is the database, 
in effect the turbines of the shire.
 A new system to replace an outdated product 
has occurred; however, it is not as simple as 
installing MYOB or replacing a hard drive.
 The migration of all data across to the new 
system is laborious and will require 18 months 
during which the two systems both operate.  
 They are two systems which don’t quite 
mesh and require manual adjustments and from 
which delays and output issues occur.
 It’s a new system the staff need to become 
familiar with.
 Information, like the boilers, drives the 
turbines of government and comes from many 

sources but its delivery needs to be concise and 
easy to understand to be effective.
 Information is now more concise and 
descriptive. Agendas have changed, councillors 
are regularly informed and a strong focus 
is placed upon the community being well 
informed and encouraged to participate.
 The resumption of using The Toodyay Herald 
ensured information was locally and readily 
available for those not utilising social media.
 A new approach is about to be trialled to 
ensure policies reflect and support community 
expectations and includes community opinion 
at the concept stage. The review of all policies 
and delegations is occurring.
 There is a strong focus on a streamlined 
organisation that meets the needs of the 
community and their capacity to pay.
 A no-nonsense approach and regular self 
examination of council and administration, 
with actions to address shortcomings is 
occurring. The Audit Committee has doubled 
its meetings to provide oversight during this 
transition period of systems, large projects and 
organisational review.
 The audit scope has widened to include the 
best practice approaches of the Office of the 
Auditor General and the Department of Local 
Government, yet none of these changes are 
apparent to most in the community.
 A great investment of time and energy 
is required before its apparent change has 
occurred.
 Our biggest project, the recreation centre is 
progressing well with usage increasing and 
club user agreements with Clublinks nearly 
finalised.
 The decision to allow early access (under 
advice), was to allow Clublinks time to 
organise, train staff and to provide community 
access to the pool.
 Risk was managed through agreement to 
council’s essential terms, a Letter of Intent and 
extensive insurance by both parties.
 The contract is now signed and all that 
remains is for the community to make full use 
of this magnificent facility.
 So ends a year of significant challenges and 
solid achievements. I wish you all a wonderful 
break and the very best for 2021.
 Please be patient. It’s all on track.
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Toodyay 
Express
✰ WHITE GOODS ✰ YOUR GOODS

✰ FURNITURE ✰ FARM EQUIPMENT
✰ ALL GOODS ✰ SAME DAY SERVICE

Prompt pickup and delivery to or from the 
metropolitan area and into the surrounding 

areas of the Avon Valley

Ph/Fax 9631 1113
Mobile 0409 118 019

Pete & Maureen

We “CARE”
“CUSTOMERS ARE REALLY EVERYTHING”

Joshua del Pino

UPGRADES to one of WA’s vital pieces of 
infrastructure, the Eastern Goldfields Railway, 
has now been completed.
 The track is the main interstate line between 
WA and the eastern states which carries grain, 
freight and passenger services and has been used 
for more than 100 years.
 John Holland was awarded the $6 million 
contract to replace a 15km section of life-expired 
dual gauge rail near Toodyay.
 Construction of the local section of rail started 
in early August and finished, on time and on 
budget, at the end of October.
 The project involved a team of more than 60 
people, including engineers, re-rail specialists, 
traffic management officers, signal technicians 
and safety specialists.
 Once the team takes possession of a track and 
the old rail is removed, the new rail is welded 

The Toodyay Progress Association
Brian Foley, Chairman

IT’S BEEN an interesting month with the 
opening of the recreation centre pool complex 
so we just need to settle down and see how 
it is run.
 Interestingly it was highlighted by some 
councillors that there was no signed contract 
between the shire and the managers Clublinks.
  In answer to a Motion of Urgency to discuss 
this, it was stated by CEO Suzie Haslehurst 
that there was an “In Principal Agreement” 
and all the insurances were in place.
 The motion was defeated 5-4 after Shire 
President Rosemary Madacsi broke a 4-4 
deadlock with her casting vote.
 The excuse given was that it was a complex 
agreement for a new facility and they hoped 
to have it signed very soon.
 That is all well and good but you would have 
thought that with the inquiry being debated 
you would want everything ticked and crossed 
and we cannot understand Clublinks taking on 
the job without an official signed contract.
 To an outsider, it seems that little has 
changed and it would have made sense to 
show good governance and delay the opening 
until a signed contract was in place.
 (A contract was signed November 30 – Ed.)
 We asked when we are going to see the final 
cost of this project and the answer was that 
the final costings will go to council within a 
week and then be disclosed to all ratepayers.

ROUND 5A of the $380 million Mobile 
Black Spot Program is now open for 
applications.
 The new round will focus on improving 
mobile coverage along major transport 
corridors and in disaster-prone regions.
 Local upgrades have recently been installed 
at Morangup, Coondle, Julimar and Grass 
Valley and communities and councils have 
until Wednesday February 10 to apply.
 For more information about the Mobile 
Black Spot Program and the Round 5A 
process visit: communications. gov.au /
MBSP.

HIGHWAY Construction Pty Ltd has been 
awarded a $7 million contract to undertake 
safety upgrades on Toodyay Road near 
Toodyay.
 A westbound overtaking lane will be 
constructed approximately 14km from the 
town as part of a six-stage plan for the road.
 The upgrades will include 3.5km of 
road reconstruction near Jingaling Brook, 
installation of audible edge lines and a one-
metre-wide centreline.
 This project follows two kilometres of 
widening on Toodyay Road between the 
Clackline-Toodyay Road and Northam-
Toodyay Road, along with intersection 
upgrades at Morangup Road.
 Up to 45 jobs will be supported during 
these works which are expected to be 
completed by June 2021.
 The project is jointly funded, with the 
Federal government providing $5.6 million 
and the State Government $1.4 million.

$16m restores ageing rail link
together at more than 1000 degrees Celsius.
 When the appropriate temperature is reached, 
grinding equipment is used to make sure the 
surface is smooth before an engineer checks and 
signs off on the work.
 This process happens every 110m; every step 
is meticulously recorded and 1000m of track is 
changed every day.
 Efficiency and safety are at the core of 
every project and there is an onsite firefighting 
appliance to quickly deal with any potential fire 
risk from sparks.
 In Toodyay the crew served as wildlife 
rescuers, saving a duckling which had become 
trapped on the tracks and later a long-neck turtle 
in a similar situation.
 During their stay, the project team supported 
local businesses as much as possible by 
staying at the Toodyay Caravan Park and local 
accommodation, shopping in town and using a 
local catering service.

Track workers repair part of the east-west rail link near Toodyay.

Lack of contract fails to 
tick all the right boxes

 The Toodyay Progress Association will 
be analysing this when it’s received and 
reporting on the outcome.
 The council will be reviewing the Long 
Term Financial Plan (LTFP) this month and 
we made a submission to council on this aswe 
believe it to be one of the most important 
reviews that we have had.
 Right now, the shire is spending more than 
$1,000,000 more than its income and this is 
budgeted to continue until the current LTFP 
expires in 2027.
 As we all know if you spend more than you 
earn, there comes a time when you will be 
bankrupt and if we continue this will occur 
before 2027.
 It is a terrible LTFP concocted by previous 
councils and former CEO, who under the Act 
advises council on budgets, but we now have 
the chance to rectify this.
 There are two ways to do this. One is to 
raise income but an increase in rates will 
not be palatable to ratepayers so reducing 
expenditure is the only option.
 This, however, will mean a reduction in 
services and pain to some but it must be done.
 There have been extensions given regarding 
the response from the shire to the enquiry so 
we just have to wait and see what this will be.
 The response should be to reject the 
enquiry and the recommendations altogether 
as it contains so many inaccuracies and 
recommendations that are not only impossible 
to implement but are ludicrous to say the least.
 There is nothing in the recommendations 
that fixes the problems of the Shire of 
Toodyay.
 As always, we point out that we are a not-
for-profit, volunteer advocacy group that 
has not and will not run, support or endorse 
elected candidates for the council of the Shire 
of Toodyay.

New overtaking lane 
near Jingaling Brook

Deadline for mobile funds
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Toodyay District High School 
Parents & Citizens Association
Kelly-Anne Murray, President

TOODYAY District High School’s colour run 
event on November 20 was a sensational day 
in the sun.
 Students honoured their fundraising pledges 
by running their colour run obstacle course, 
soaking up the colour and dodging the water 
works as they completed their laps.
 After students from pre-primary to Year 10 
slogged it out on the oval, the P&C stall helped 
to quench the thirst of students, volunteers and 
spectators alike while raising funds for the 
school.
 Congratulations to the school on a successful 
day and on engaging the students in raising 
funds to support their school.
 A sincere thank you to all the staff, students, 
parents and volunteers who contributed to the 
day.
 As the end of the year draws near it is timely 
to acknowledge contributions, achievements, 
express thanks and look ahead to 2021.
 In partnership with the school, the P&C helps 
to raise funds to improve facilities and access 
to resources and opportunities for all students.
 This  year the P&C made f inancial 
contributions towards a new bike path in the 
early childhood area and subsidised the cost of 
bus transport for the interschool sports carnival 
and Year 6 camp.
 Next year commitments have been made to 
resurface the basketball court in the primary 
school area, install lockers for secondary 
students and shade sails throughout the school’s 
playground areas and, support a library upgrade 
including a new circulation desk and furniture.
 How will we do this? 
 In 2020 the P&C raised funds by operating 
a canteen service two days a week – thanks 

Toodyay YouthCare (Chaplaincy)
Max J Heath

WELL, it has been quite a while since we had 
any Youthcare notes in The Herald, so we are 
on the way to rectifying this.
 It has been quite a year with Covid-19 and all, 
and not having meetings, so we have managed 
to get a little disorganised.
 Toodyay Youthcare Council has been active 
ever since we have been able to have meetings 
again.
 I am bound to miss someone and for that I 
apologise in advance.
 The financial support we have had this year 
has meant that we have financial security for 
the chaplain for another year.
 Along with the government’s contribution, 
Toodyay Shire, Toodyay Op Shop, Toodyay 
Lions Club and Toodyay and Districts Bendigo 
Community Bank and others have also 
supported us.
 To The Friends of the Chaplain and all of 
Toodyay who support our raffles and other 
fund-raisers, a huge thanks. You are all 
incredible.
 One thing we must do is thank Rev. Peggy 
Ludlow for her leadership for the time she has 
been at the helm of Toodyay Youthcare – nearly 
the past five years.
 Peggy could not have done it all without the 
capable help of husband Brian.
 We wish them well for their return to the UK 
as their time is up here.
 Towards the end of last month, Youthcare had 
our annual Christmas raffle.

Toodyay Community Resource 
Centre
Natasha Hof

ON October 30, Toodyay District High 
School (TDHS) students and other kids came 
together to attend the first ever TDHS P&C 
Halloween disco.
 The evening was a real success providing 
a community event that the kids thoroughly 
enjoyed.
 The P&C is pleased to report that more 
than $1200 was raised which will go towards 
much-needed school facilities and activities 
benefiting our local students.
 The kids danced the night away and looked 
fantastic in their many creative costumes 
with some of the kids taking home prizes 
for best dressed.
 The event was DJ’d by the school’s art 
teacher Lisa Malatesta, and school principal 
David Ball could be seen doing the Chicken 
Dance as well as helping our lovely volunteer 
canteen ladies sell their spooky, creative 
treats in the canteen.
 We would like to thank all involved who 
contributed towards the success of the night.
 Thank you to TDHS, our amazing canteen 
volunteers, our P&C committee members 
and the Toodyay Community Resource 
Centre for loaning the amazing decorations 
used for the night.
 There were also generous cash donations 
from Avon Skip Bins, Toodyay Tyre and 

 This was well supported with the result being 
that we have another $899.35 in our account 
for next year.
 The winners were Jak from Railway Road, 
Jeff Brown, Collette and Toni.
 Thank you all for the support.
 On November 17 we had our Friends 
Morning Tea.
 Our numbers were down a little, but it was 
organised in a bit of a rush, the year being the 
year that it was.
 The students doing the drumbeat program 
gave a demonstration of their skills which was 
well received.
 We started the last term with a big breakfast 
and we thank Toodyay Bakery for its 
contribution.
 The number of students that took advantage 
of this service on the day was amazing – our 
biggest ever.
 Youthcare undertook to do a morning tea in 
appreciation of our teachers, and committee 
members produced a great array of goodies 
which went down very well with the staff.
 Last but not least we must mention the main 
person that Youthcare is there for.
 Chaplain Doug McGee has done his usual 
great job in a difficult year.
 The support he has given the school and 
students and staff has been absolutely superb. 
Thank you, Doug for your efforts.
 In closing I once again thank you all for your 
support and long may it continue.
 The committee would like to wish one and 
all a blessed Christmas and a very happy and 
safe New Year.

to our committed volunteers Sal, Maxine and 
Heather.
 P&C volunteers have provided event catering 
services, hosted Mother’s Day and Father’s 
Day gift stalls, a sports carnival day sausage 
sizzle and colour run refreshment stall, a 
Halloween disco and a wine sales fundraiser.
 We’ve taken steps to generate income on an 
ongoing basis by registering for the Containers 
for Change refund scheme (ID C10284860) to 
receive donations and refunds from eligible 
containers (drop off near the school Kiss n 
Drop car park).
 The P&C has also launched two initiatives to 
garner the support of local farmers, businesses 
and community organisations.
 A Tonne for Toodyay District High School 
invites farmers to donate a tonne of grain to 
the P&C’s CBH account at harvest time.
 Farming for Toodyay District High School 
proposes to grow a share-armed grain crop in 
2021 in partnership with a local farmer.
 While we await the outcome of a grant 
application to the Toodyay and Districts 
Bendigo  Communi ty  Bank ,  we  can 
acknowledge the generous contribution of 
$2000 from the Toodyay Op Shop towards the 
farming initiative.
 To finish off the year, the P&C will host a 
slushy stall at the much-anticipated Toodyay 
Christmas Street Party on Friday December 18.
 So, look out for the slushy stall and buy a 
slushy or two to support students at our local 
school.
 Finally, by far the most important assets we 
have are the parents, supporters and volunteers 
whose efforts enable us to support our school.
 A sincere thank you for all that you do.
 C o n t a c t  K e l l y - A n n e  M u r r a y  o n 
pandctoodyaydhs@gmail.com, 0406 585 716 
or message via the Facebook page – search 
Toodyay DHS P&C.

Colourful kids’ fun run 
dodges water obstacles

Pre-primary Year 1 students had a ball at the recent colour run.

School principal does Chicken Dance

Creepy treats.

Kids danced up a storm at the Halloween disco.

Exhaust, EAG Electrical Air-conditioning 
and Gas, Tony Maddox Real Estate and 
Sharon Boyle from Scentsy who were all 
happy to help for the sake of the kids having 
a good time and fundraising for our school 
in the process.
 The night would not have gone ahead 
without the generous support of donations 
from our valued community members.
 School and community spirit came together 
to show off just what can be achieved when 
businesses, volunteers and students give their 
time and support towards a great cause and 
create an awesome night for the kids.
 Who knows maybe we can do it all again 
next year?

Lots happening despite no meetings

mailto:pandctoodyaydhs@gmail.com
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Walk amongst “Free Range Emus” 
in natural bushland

•	 Guided	Tours	
•	 Emu	Products	Shop		
•	 Dining	Area
•	 Tea	and	Coffee
•	 Ice	Cream	and	Cool	Drinks
•	 Toilets
•	 Ample	Parking	

Coach	and	School		Groups	by	Appointment

Open Daily 10AM – 4PM
Phone 9574 1415

TOODYAY 
EMU FARM

Bouncy Castle!

Another Fine

Mess

performing live!

20202020
Toodyay Christmas

Toodyay Christmas

Street Party

Street Party

FRIDAY 
DECEMBER 18 
6 PM - 9 PM

STIRLING TERRACE
TOODYAY

Great Food! 

Bucking Bull!

Christmas

Shopping!

Christmas Fairies!Dart Wars!

Facepainting!

Tiny Tots golf!!

With a huge thankyou to our
wonderful sponsors:

Organised by the Toodyay
Community Resource Centre

Bolgart News
Pam McGill

IT WAS an awesome day at the recent 
Bolgart Values Community Bush Christmas 
Market where more than $4500 was raised 
for CWA (proceeds going to St John 
Ambulance Bolgart/Goomalling and Royal 
Flying Doctor Service), Bolgart Primary 
School P&C and Bolgart Values Community 
Shed and Resource Hub.
 What a mighty effort and many thanks go 
to everyone who came along and supported 
our market.
 Thanks also to Darren West MP and MC 
Tony Carr, major sponsor KA Batteries 
and Tyres, John ‘Wheels’ Wheeler for his 
amazing music, the CWA which provided 
delicious morning teas/refreshments, Ruth 
Roberts and her stunning local models for 
the wonderful fashion parade, Toodyay RSL 
for the loan of the Chocolate Wheel and Paul 
and Irene Barton for raising more than $450.
 Many thanks to all the volunteers who 
worked hard to help put it all together, 
and Bolgart Primary School students who 
provided a display of stunning artwork for 
the community shed.
 All in all, it was a tremendous all-round 
community effort.

Joint 70th celebrations
ON NOVEMBER 12 a group of ladies 
who started their schooling at Toodyay 

Xmas bush market raises $4500
State School in 1956 met at Pinelli’s Estate 
Winery in the Swan Valley to celebrate their 
70th birthdays which occurred throughout 
the year.
 A very special guest was invited – Barry 
Hatton who was their teacher in Years 4/5.
 His attendance was a surprise for all, and 
everyone enjoyed reminiscing over a very 
enjoyable luncheon. A cake was cut to mark 
the occasion.
 Apologies were received from a few former 
students who couldn’t make it.

Doris and Ray celebrate
CONGRATULATIONS to Doris and Ray 
Martin who recently celebrated their 60th 
wedding anniversary.
 The Martins have also become great-
grandparents for the sixteenth time.
 Congratulations to their grandson Neil 
Martin and his partner Nicole on the birth 
of their daughter Koa Rae, a little sister for 
Blake.
 Ronald and Vicki Martin also became 
grandparents for the fifth time.

Kalgoorlie golf success
FIVE ladies competed in the Goldfields 
Ladies Open in Kalgoorlie over the weekend 
of November 6-9, with a field of 176 golfers.
 Once again, the girls represented us well 
and put Bolgart on the map.
 Joy Hamilton came fourth overall, Pam 
Meston was Best Veteran and Viv Camerer 

From left: Pam McGill, Judy Drake-Brockman, Merle Manuel, Kathy Collett, Barry Hatton, Helen Cribb, Chris Haywood, Julie Trendos 
and Peter North at the joint 70th birthday celebrations in the Swan Valley.

triumphed on Saturday. Well done ladies.
Around the greens

THE WINNERS of the October 29 Club 
Trophy were Barbara Mottershaw, Dianne 
Edmonds and Pam Meston, with runners-up 
Lyn Sarchich and Pam McGill.
 Congratulations to the team of Glen and 
Dale McGill, Phil Watson and Barbara 
Mottershaw who travelled to Gingin on 
November 8 to compete in the Gingin 
Harvest Fours.
 The team took out the runners-up prize of 
fruit, meat and vegetables etc., and also set a 
record for fitting four people and their prize 
winnings into the car for the return journey.

From left: (back row) Barbara Mottershaw, 
Stephanie Penn, Gwenda McGill and Darren 
West (front row) Rebecca Kelly, Malcolm 
‘Chopper’ Palmer and Tony Carr.

THE TOODYAY Community Resource 
Centre is looking forward to bringing you 
a night of entertainment, joy and Christmas 
spirit at the annual Toodyay Christmas Street 
Party.
 The street party will be held on Friday 
December 18 on Stirling Terrace between 
6pm and 9pm.
 There will be a little something for 
everyone with free rides, fun activities, 
fantastic performers, facepainting and more.
 A variety of food stalls, fantastic market 
displays with lots of locally made products 
for your last-minute Christmas shopping 
will add to the fun and there will be live 
performances by our much-loved soprano 
Emma Pettemerides and awesome local band 
Another Fine Mess who will be taking the 
stage from 8pm.
 Don’t miss the opportunity, after a year of 
cancelled events and pandemic disruption, 
to come down and enjoy that festival feel 
again all while supporting local businesses 
and artists.
 Thank you to our major sponsors the Shire 
of Toodyay, Chalice Gold Mines, Toodyay 
Op Shop and Makit Hardware and Farm – we 
appreciate your support.
 Remember to maintain social distancing 
as this is a Covid-19-safe, drug and alcohol 
free, family friendly event.

Christmas party 
set to rock 

Stirling Terrace

LOCAL organisations with research project 
ideas that encourage the community to get 
involved are invited to apply for a Citizen 
Science Grant.
 Grants of between $150,000 and $500,000 
are: available to support projects that enable 
community participation in four key research 
areas; disaster resilience and preparedness; 
environmental change; cyber security 
and artificial intelligence; and food and 
agribusiness.
 Citizen Science Grants are part of the 
Inspiring Australia – Science Engagement 
Programme which encourages community 
participation in science and technology, with 
$4 million available over four years.
 Applications for Round 2 are open until 
Thursday December 17.
 For further information visit business. 
gov.au/grantsandprograms/citizen-science-
grants/.

WEST Australians now have greater 
authority to protect their homes from 
bushfires and enhance community safety 
under new standards which came into effect 
on November 7.
 The Bush Fire Risk Treatment Standards 
will reduce red tape for landowners and 
occupiers within bushfire-prone areas, 
allowing them to clear vegetation within 20m 
of their property without breaching other 
State or local government laws.
 Fire mitigation on private property has 
previously been subject to a convoluted 
mix of laws and regulations across WA and 
people who cleared their land to reduce 
bushfire risk were potentially open to 
prosecution.
 Provided residents comply with the new 
standards, they now have the legal authority 
to create a defendable space around their 
property, which research shows is one of 
the most effective methods of protecting 
properties from bushfires.
 The standards apply to all bushfire-prone 
areas of WA with the exception of areas with 
significant environmental or heritage value 
which have been excluded to ensure that the 
State’s unique environment is not adversely 
affected.
 It will be the responsibility of landowners 
and occupiers to ensure that these standards 
apply to their property before undertaking 
any clearing or modification of vegetation.
 Planned burning is also not permitted as a 
form of clearing under the standards and will 
still require a permit. 
 To view the Bush Fire Risk Treatment 
Standards visit dfes.wa.gov.au/ bushfire/ 
prepare/.

Science grants up 
for grabs

New rules clear 
up convoluted 
fire standards

https://business.gov.au/grants-and-programs/citizen-science-grants
https://business.gov.au/grants-and-programs/citizen-science-grants
https://business.gov.au/grants-and-programs/citizen-science-grants
https://www.dfes.wa.gov.au/bushfire/prepare/
https://www.dfes.wa.gov.au/bushfire/prepare/


 THE TOODYAY HERALD December 2020 Page 13

Toodyay Agricultural Alliance
Frank Panizza

THE 2020 grain harvest is now well underway 
within our shire and the rest of the Wheatbelt.
 Unseasonal heavy rainfall in November 
delayed harvest considerably leading to 
frustration in our local farming community and 
fears of downgrading.
 Evidence of the effect on crops can very 
clearly be seen on ripe unharvested lupin crops 
turning black.
 Downgrading due to the inclement rain has 
been not as bad as first feared, although barley 
generally has been the worst affected.
 Rain on mature malting barley crops will 
turn the grain kernels from a bright colour to 
a caramel or honey hue which may affect the 
colour of any beer produced.
 Grain quality has generally been mixed with 
wheat and barley the most affected.
 High screenings (small grain) are a result of 
the very dry winter.
 Protein levels in wheat and barley have 
generally been above average.
 On a positive note prices for malting barley 
are not far below last year’s levels, despite the 
prohibitive tariff hike by China earlier this year.
 Farmers are generally reporting that the yield 
of most crops is higher than expected given the 

Toodyay Agricultural Society
Alison Wroth, President

THIS year began in the usual way for members 
with the AGM in February where the new 
committee for 2020 was elected.  Ideas and 
great plans for the 167th Toodyay Agricultural 
Show rushed around the table. 
 Meanwhile, media started to report on the 
unknown Covid-19 virus which would prove 
to be so deadly to country populations – 
physically, economically, socially and in ways 
we could not even have considered so early in 
the year.
 Eventually in June, after looking at all 
the options, the committee made the heart-
wrenching decision to postpone our annual 
Show. 
 It was believed we could not continue to 
organise the traditional event as we would 
like and recognised that it was insensitive to 
request funds for advertising and prize money 
from local businesses which were struggling 
themselves.
 As the year went on, regional borders were 
locked down for weeks. Then when lifted, 
we put into action a series of very successful 
fundraising projects hoping that with a good 
response we could provide the community with 
a blockbuster event next year.
 Grateful thanks to all of our sponsors, both 
major and individuals – your support is greatly 
appreciated.
 During the year, the Perth Royal Agricultural 
Society endeavoured to overcome the strong 
state border restrictions that we all had to 
comply with by holding a five-day event with 
a Covid-19 plan in place.
 Other show societies cancelled, some 
continued on and experienced wonderful days 
later in the year when the regional and state 
borders were lifted and events were such a 
magnet to attend.
 While Covid-19 cases still exist, show 
societies will have to adapt to an uncertain 
future for events.
 Anybody interested in joining one of the best 
committees around and assisting with organising 
the 167th Toodyay Agricultural Show should 
keep an eye out for an advertisement for our 
AGM in February 2021.
 Come and help spread the load; take a job that 
you are skilled at and the Show that we plan 
will definitely be one for the history books.
 After a long year, we all deserve a break 
before organising for you a celebration of one 
of the best country agricultural shows around.
  Winding up this year, on behalf of myself 
and my wonderful committee, we hope you all 
take care over the school holidays and beyond 
and enjoy a safe and wonderful Christmas.

Toodyay Farmers Market
Sue Wakka

ANOTHER big market and what a great day 
out it was.
 The weather was kind to us and there was plenty 
to see and do with a great variety of stallholders, 
from local honey, wines and vegetables to native 
plants and vegetable seedlings – not to forget all 

Fatigue stalks as silent enemy at harvest time

Barley harvesting on a local farm at dusk. Photo: Frank Panizza.
very dry growing season.
 The consensus appears to be that rainfall was 
spread evenly over the growing season and that 
no waterlogging was evident throughout the 
year.
 The cool start of spring also helped crops, 
particularly canola.
 Canola prices are at near 10-year highs and 
this combined with the good performance of 
canola crops will result in canola being the 
most profitable crop in many instances.
 Most farmers in our shire will be well past 
half-way through their harvesting programs.
 Harvest always has its logistical challenges: 
weather delays, breakdowns and fatigue.
 Fatigue is a silent enemy and all farmers 
and employees are reminded to take this issue 
seriously.
 Properly structured and planned breaks from 
work are essential not only for safety but also 
for productivity.

Covid paves way 
for blockbuster 

2021 Show

 On a disappointing note, instances of theft 
appear to be on the rise.
 Lifestyle blocks and broadacre farms have 
been targeted by thieves concentrating on two 
and four-wheel motorbikes.
 Landowners are reminded to be vigilant and 
to properly secure motorbikes and other items.
 Storing items such as motorbikes away from 
clear vision of the roadway will also discourage 
theft.
 This is my final article for 2020 which 
has been a very challenging year for almost 
everyone.
 Luckily, Covid-19 has so far had little effect 
on agriculture in WA.
 Unfortunately, many other industries have 
suffered badly along with their employees and 
their families as well as those who have lost 
loved ones to this disease.
 Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and a 
brighter and better 2021.

Young entrepreneurs thrive

Toodyay market’s picturesque setting.

the beautiful handmade gift items.
 There was something for everyone from jams, 
hats, hand-painted pots, soaps, quilts, crotchet 
tops, hand creams, jewellery, garden ornaments, 
ceramic cups, resin boards and bowls, outdoor 
tables, and so much more.
 Our local community groups were again a hit 
with the Coondle-Nunile Bushfire Brigade on 
show and the children having a chance to use the 
fire truck water to blast away at a target – lots of 
fun.
 Food was again provided by Toodyay Locals 
Care and Avon Valley Shotokan groups and of 
course a major drawcard were the Marsupial 
Mammas and Pappas wildlife rescue animals.
 A big thanks to all for supporting our local 
producers and groups.
 We had a couple of young entrepreneurs on the 
day who were selling great key rings and doing 
some busking – great to see.
 Thanks again to the Toodyay Shire for their 
ongoing support. It’s greatly appreciated.
 The next market will be on Sunday December 
20 – see you there.
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Volunteers of Toodyay Museums
Barry Keens

OUR EFFORTS with Project Shingles have 
paid off with being chosen as the Waste Team 
of the Year in this year’s Waste Authority 
Infinity Awards.

Recycled shingles win state award
Museum volunteers sort shingles for recycling. Beth Frayne, Michelle and Geoff Miller and Barry Keens.

Dress-ups revel in turning Japanese
CWA members enjoy cherry blossom time at the CWA hall. Photo: Bev.

 A big thank you to all our supporters at  
Visitors Centre, Christmas 360, Toodyay 
Farmers Market and the Old Gaol Museum.
 We continue to sell plain shingles but 
are increasing the range of locally made 
products.
 Planed shingles are available with or 

without stencilled and pyrographed artwork.
 Shingle Bells, Trinket Boxes and Christmas 
Table Decorations are very popular.
 We are considering using the funds raised 
for at least two community/museum-based 
projects early next year.
 Seasons greetings to all.

Country Women’s Association
Elizabeth Mansom

WHAT do you think of our Bev’s Photoshop 
skills in bringing us all together among the cherry 
blossoms?

 In the last issue we told you that, as the 
culmination of a year of studying Japan, we were 
eagerly anticipating a Japanese day when we 
would dress Japanese, bring Japanese food for 
lunch and any Japanese items we might have at 
home.

 The day could easily be said to be one of our 
best international days if only because everyone 
dressed up.
 Usually someone in ordinary clothes has to be 
hidden at the back of the group photo.
 The costumes could be seen in all their glory, 
two photos were taken, and Bev then put us all 
together and added cherry blossoms.
 Thank you, Bev, for showing us off so 
magnificently.
 Thanks also to our International Officer 
Margot for generating so much enthusiasm with 
your monthly talks that everyone joined in so 
completely.
 At long last we were able to present Stephanie 
with her Loyal Service badge.
 All other recipients were presented with theirs 
earlier in the year, but the October meeting was 
the first opportunity to catch up with Stephanie.
 The Loyal Service badge is, as the name 
indicates, for loyal service, but the recipient must 
also have been a member of CWA for 10 years.
 Although unable to attend meetings for most of 
this year, Stephanie has still been our main point 
of contact with State Office and, most importantly, 
has continued to keep track of our birthdays and 
send us each a card at the right time. Thanks, 
Steph.
 The on-going health crisis has reduced our 
annual state conference from three days of 
members and friends from across the state getting 
together for business and pleasure, to one day of 
strictly business as required by law with branch 
representatives kept to a strict minimum.
 The conference will be held on Wednesday 
December 16 and our president Maxine will 
represent us.
 Everyone is looking forward to business and, 
more to the point, pleasure as usual next year.
 On Friday December 18, Kings Park Fashions 
will be in the Toodyay Memorial Hall and we will 
be providing morning tea.
 After all the cancellations during the year we 
were very pleased to hear the Christmas street 
party will still be held.
 All members are busily generating items for 
our table and urge you to come along, join in the 
Christmas cheer and perhaps pick up something 
different for that hard to buy for person in your 
life – we all have one.
 Christmas lunch at the Freemasons could be 
said to constitute the December meeting.
 In January we will hold the AGM to elect office 
bearers and start 2021 off.
 We will also have a planning meeting in the 
hope that we can return to holding our own 
functions and also attending functions held by 
other branches.
 The first meeting for 2021 will be held on the 
fourth Thursday of February.
 Our hall is usually closed in December and 
January but groups which hold regular activities 
will be able to continue throughout these months 
and any others who think it may suit their 
requirements can ring Meg Mills on 9574 2245.

2J2AIR 105.3FM - Heartbeat of the 
community
Bethan Lloyd

AT LAST we have the internet connection 
so are now working on getting our radio 
broadcast online.
 We hope to get it happening well before the 
end of the year, then it will just be a simple 
matter of going to our website and clicking 
on the live play.
 All of you who can’t pick us up at present 
will then be able to tune in.
 A message to anyone out there who has 
technical expertise in any aspect of running 
a radio station – we would love to hear from 
you.
 We would also like to hear from people 
who want to put a program to air, volunteer, 
or would like to get their community group 
information on air or advertise their business.
 Contact us at  2j2air@gmail.com.
 We would really love to get more feedback 
and suggestions about our programs, so 
please let us now if you are listening to us 
by contacting us on Facebook or go to our 
website 2j2air.org.au.
 Like many community groups in town 
2J2Air is also registered with Containers for 
Change, so if you want your recycled items 
refund to go to your community radio please 
quote our ID number C10272969.

Program guide
MONDAYS: 11am The Green Hour; 1pm 
Swooners and Crooners and 2pm Jazz.
 Tuesdays: 8pm Hooked on Classicals.
 Wednesdays: 11am The Green Hour 
(repeat); 8pm Wide World of Folk and 9pm 
Blues.
 Thursdays: Noon Wide World of Folk 
(repeat).
 Fridays: 11am The Green Hour (repeat); 
7pm Ready 4 Country; 8pm Ready 4 Retro, 
and 9pm Ready 2 Rock.
 Saturdays: Noon Country (old) and 1pm 
Country (new).
 Sundays: 9am Hooked on Classicals 
(repeat); Noon Ready 4 Country (repeat); 
8pm Swooners and Crooners (repeat) and 
9pm Jazz.
 Daily 10am and 3pm What’s on in Toodyay 
community information.

Toodyay Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry
Bob Schrader

TOODYAY Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry has launched this year’s 
campaign to collect new presents for 
Toodyay’s disadvantaged children who 
otherwise may not get a Christmas gift.
 We are asking the local community to 
provide a small, new, unwrapped gift 
suitable for boys or girls aged between 
two and 16 years.
 Gifts can be dropped off at Toodyay Op 
Shop or Makit Hardware.
 The cut-off date will be Monday 
December 14 and the gifts will then be 
wrapped and distributed to families by 
Toodyay Locals Care volunteers.
 Please – no teddy bears or stuffed toys 
as we have sufficient numbers of them 
already.
 Thank you to all who have donated in 
previous years; your generosity is very 
much appreciated.

Donate a gift 
to a kid

Listening 
online is 

coming soon

mailto:2j2air@gmail.com
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Avon Woodturners
Max J Heath

HI THERE from the Avon Woodturners for 
the last time this year.
 What a year to relate to one’s great 
grandchildren and others not yet in this 
world. We have experienced something that 
we hope no one else has to endure.
 Well, last month’s notes went into cyber 
space somewhere and so that gives me more 
to write about.
 We had our first major meeting since 
our AGM and have started planning our 
workshop which is scheduled for March 
2022.
 The club needs to select a competition 
item and also the type of demonstrations and 
demonstrators to conduct the day.
 Demonstrators are hard to come by and we 
want to be prepared.
 Attending the Northam Markets was a 
good day, even though the crowd was down 
considerably.
 We had quite a bit of interest and some 
potential new members stopped for a chat.
 Recently there have been a couple of 

Toodyay Probus Club
Norm Green

THE OLD saying “you learn something new 
every day” is undoubtedly true whether it 
be something in the news, a conversation or 
something learned at Probus.
 Recently, Michael McKeown, one of our 
new Toodyay Shire councillors was good 
enough to come and give a talk.
 It was a surprise to learn that Michael 
among other things is a geologist and 
geophysicist who has a handle on the recent 
mineral finds in Julimar.

RSL Toodyay Sub-Branch
Heather Brennan

LAST month we held our annual Poppy Day 
Appeal over two days outside the IGA and our 
sincere thanks go out once again to the very 
generous Toodyay community for its support 
and also to our members for manning our stall.
 We had some new items on our stall this year 
thanks to the donations of water poppies, pot 
plants and poppy aprons, making a splendid 
display, along with our usual poppies, badges 
and collectable stubby holders.
 We greatly appreciate these donations, plus 
the efforts of the wonderful ladies who supply 
knitted/crochet poppies as these are always 
very popular items.
 Friday’s raffle winner was Gill Moffatt and 
Saturday’s winner was Michael Wood.
 RSL Toodyay Sub-Branch wishes to thank 
everyone who attended our Remembrance Day 
service which was well patronised with more 
than 100 attendees and we are also appreciative 
of those who laid wreaths.
 Thank you to the Toodyay Singers and the 
Youth Choir who both gave us some very 
moving renditions of Pittance of Time, Lest 
We Forget and The Call.
 This was followed by a farewell of two of our 
long-term members Ina and Bruce Prior; we 
wish them both the very best with their move 
and hope they enjoy their new surroundings.

ON SATURDAY December 5 Nashos WA 
national servicemen will hold their mid-
year reunion at noon in the dining room 
of the Gosnells Hotel.
 The group formed in 2008 and aims to 
bring ex-servicemen together for long-
lasting mateship.
 For further information ring 94979 
879, 0402 576 086, 9459 3020 or email 
nashoswa71@gmail.com/.
 The group is compiling national service 
history and platoon or section photos can 
be emailed to the above address.
  To view the collection visit wanashos.
wikidot.com/.

Shattered bowl fails to dent spirits
incidents at the workshop.
 One of our members was turning an 
open-segmented bowl but when nearing 
completion, it shattered.
 Peter took it a lot better than I would have 
done; it was a lovely piece of work.
 Alan finished the urn for his wife Glynne’s 
ashes which was a great effort considering 
we didn’t have a piece of equipment which 
would have made it considerably easier.
 One of our future projects we have in mind 
is to invite Mundaring Woodturners Club to 
a breakfast and to have a person come and 
demonstrate an item of interest to both clubs.
 The woodturners have been busy of late 
with a project that has kept us more than 
busy.
 We figure that our school staff do a lot of 
unrewarded extra things for their school and 
we have undertaken to do a little something 
for them.
 Our club would like to acknowledge the 
Toodyay Lolly Shop with its contribution to 
this project.
 In closing, Avon Woodturners would like 
to wish one and all a merry Christmas and a 
safe and happy New Year.

Remembrance Day attracts 
100 to Anzac memorial

 November would normally see us hold our 
Sandakan Student Scholarship interviews but 
unfortunately this was another casualty of 
Covid-19 cancellations.
 We thank everyone who has joined us in 
participating in the Containers for Change 
(CFC) scheme by donating their refunds to our 
sub-branch.
 Our scheme ID is C10299385 and all funds 
raised will go towards our Clinton Street 
property which will be our first permanent 
home in more than 101 years.
 Eligible containers can be dropped off to 
Xtreme Rhino Enterprise which is situated in 
the carpark at the back of the IGA on Tuesdays 
between 9.30am to 5.30pm.
 If you would like one of our CFC business-
size cards which quotes our ID number for 
convenience when dropping off containers, 
you can collect one from us at any of our stalls 
and most businesses around town have them 
displayed on their counters.
 We thank you in advance for any help you 
may give us with this fundraising.
 Our last event of the year for members is our 
Christmas lunch on Sunday December 6.
 Our first meeting for 2021 is on Saturday 
February 13 at the Memorial Hall, Toodyay.
 You can find all our meeting dates in The 
Herald’s When and Where page listed under 
Service Organisations.

President Peter Brennan lays a wreath at the recent Remembrance Day service.

‘You learn something new every day’

From left: Fred Derooijf, Hazel McKone, Bel Rowe, Gloria Green, John Clarke, Michael 
McKone and Godfrey Harmer meet the freshly shorn alpacas.

 Michael explained that a huge nickel 
deposit was formed in Canada about 1.9 
billion years ago by a very large meteorite 
colliding with Earth.
 It was so large that the impact caused a 
breach in the Earth’s crust, allowing magma 
to surface.
 His talk was as an introduction to Chalice 
Gold Mines’ exploration in our area for 
nickel, copper and platinum group elements 
(PGEs) minerals.
 On November 20 we visited Fibre of the 
Gods, an alpaca fleece processing mill in 
Coondle.
 After an informative tour of the mill some 
members had lunch in town.
 We had to split into two and another group 
of us had a tour in the afternoon.
 Many thanks to Hazel and Michael 
McKone for their hospitality.
 December will be our last meeting until 
February when we will have the AGM.
 Meetings for February and March will 
be from 4pm to 6pm. This later time is 
intended to cater for the increase in afternoon 
temperatures.
 We have recently had a few new members 
join us, but we are still more than happy to 
welcome more.
 Please contact President Joan Bath on 
0417 171 606 or joanbath@bigpond.com for 
further information.

Attention all Nashos

mailto:joanbath@bigpond.com
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Toodyay Historical Society
Robyn Taylor

THIS extraordinary year is fast drawing 
to a close with end-of-year parties and 
functions gathering apace.
 The big event for us was the 40th 
anniversary dinner at the Freemasons 
Hotel on November 25.
 Dress could be formal or informal, as 
long as it dated from the 1980s. That posed 
a challenge.
 It’s surprising what you can find in an old 
suitcase but getting it to fit for the occasion 
was another matter.
 An easier challenge was producing a 
1980s photo of oneself as part of a Guess 
Who competition.
 Some members had a lot more hair in 
those days and of a darker hue.
 The guest speaker was Bob Mattin our 
inaugural president, when we were known 
as the Toodyay Society (Inc). The change 
to the present name occurred in 1994 to 
reflect our growing involvement with local 
history.
 As many of us came to Toodyay after 
the 1980s, it was refreshing to listen to 
Bob’s personal recollections and how the 
society became increasingly involved with 
wanting to preserve Toodyay’s special 
character.
 Suggestions about design guidelines for 
signage and using appropriate colours in 
town didn’t always go down well with 
property owners.
 Local resident and architect Ian Chitty 
worked with Bob on this project.
 We are familiar with Ian’s Toodyay. A 
Survey of Historical Buildings that was 
produced in 1976 for the Toodyay Shire 
Council.
 That invaluable work together with Rica 
Erickson’s Old Toodyay & Newcastle, 
published by the shire in 1974, created a 
strong foundation for what our society has 
continued to do to this day.
 We also took this opportunity to farewell 
our members, the Anglican Reverends 
Peggy and Brian Ludlow with a parting 

The club’s 40th anniversary celebration at the Freemasons Hotel. Photo: Joe Edgecombe.

Ringing the recycled shingle bells. From left: Karen Wilson, Beth Frayne, Faye Baxter and 
Bob Mattin. Photo: Joe Edgecombe.

Historians raid old suitcases for retro fashions

gift of an album of photographs about their 
time in Toodyay.
 Over their five years in town, Peggy had 
served as our vice-president and committee 
member, with Brian assisting, as well as 
being president for a time with Toodyay 
Friends of the River.
 They made a great team, and with one ‘in 
charge’ and one ‘at large’, they covered a 
lot of territory.
 Needless to say, it was a great night with 
another one that followed on Saturday with 
an informal 40th Anniversary sundowner 
at our headquarters in the showgrounds.
 On this occasion our society’s history 
over the past 40 years was launched.
 A big thankyou goes to Beth, Jenny 
and Lee for pulling this massive project 
together.
 In the years ahead, it will be interesting 
to find out if the ways we learned to cope 
with home isolation in order to contain the 
virus have resulted in positive changes to 
how we live and work.
 Jenny Edgecombe, our archivist, who 
handles the bulk of our public enquiries 
will probably be relieved if people have 
less time to spend researching their family 
histories.
 It’s amazing how many people have 

ancestral links to Toodyay.
 Thankfully she enjoys being part of these 
unfolding stories and in return our records 
keep on expanding with new information 

and photographs.
 The final article in our series on 
cemeteries in Toodyay will appear in the 
February edition of The Herald.
 This will be about the Seventh Day 
Adventist cemetery at Jumperding where 
many members of the Markey family are 
buried.
 We wish everyone a happy and safe 
festive season, and special thanks to the 
staff of The Toodyay Herald for publishing 
our articles – and extending story deadlines 
when needed.
 Donegan’s Cottage remains closed to 
the public. Drummond House is now open 
between 10am and noon in accordance 
with safety measures.
 Contacts: secretary.2j.ths@gmail.com, 
Robyn Taylor, rdtaylor@iinet.net.au, 
phone 9574 2578 and Beth Frayne, 
toobide4@iinet.net.au, phone 9574 5971.
 Write to PO Box 32 Toodyay WA 6566. 
Website: toodyayhistoricalsociety.org.au/.
 Membership is $15 per annum.
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