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ABOVE: Traditional dancers perform at a new Noongar cultural display at Redbank Pool ‒ a significant meeting place for local Aboriginal families 200 years ago. BELOW: Unveiling 
ceremony (from left): Aunty Pat Davis, local MP Darren West, Iris Guilmartin, Rodney Garlett and Robert Miles. Display design by Herald volunteer Sandra Harms. More Page 9.

Traditional ceremonies launch new cultural display

‘Collusion’ claim over 
Church subdivision

ALLEGATIONS of secrecy and collusion 
have been raised over plans to demolish part 
of a heritage-listed Appian Way walkway in 

Toodyay’s historic Catholic Church Precinct.
 Compla in t s  o f  a l l eged  p lann ing 
irregularities and lack of public consultation 
have prompted intervention by WA Local 
Government and Heritage Minister David 
Templeman.
 Toodyay councillors voted 5-3 last month 
(Crs Susan Pearce, Therese Chitty and Ben 
Bell against) to accept Mr Templeman’s 
request to defer a shire recommendation to 
approve the demolition to enable the Minister 
to inspect the site on Wednesday August 5.
 The WA Planning Commission has 
approved plans by the Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese of Perth to subdivide the 
heritage-listed former convent site to enable 
the sale of five separate commercial lots.
 The Archdiocese is currently exempt from 
paying shire rates on the land because it is 
owned by a church body.
 However, the property will start generating 
annual rates revenue for the shire when the 
subdivision is finalised and sold for mixed 
business use.
Continued on Page 8.

Michael Sinclair-Jones

A DRAFT report on a long-running WA 
Government inquiry into the Shire of 
Toodyay has been sent to all councillors for 
comment before the findings are released in 
State Parliament.
 T h e  d r a f t  e x c l u d e s  a n y  f o r m a l 

Shire councillors get inquiry report
recommendations or matters the State 
Solicitor’s Office may seek to prosecute.
 New Shire CEO Suzie Haslehurst received 
the 44-page draft on July 21 and released 
it to all councillors and senior staff for a 
workshop discussion immediately prior to 
last month’s council meeting.
Continued on Page 9.

Toodyay Farmer’s Market
Sunday August 16
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Ol’ Blind Joe
Pilloried with piffle
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SOMEONE last month wrote another letter 
to the editor in a poorly executed attempt to 
pillory me with piffle.
 Las t  year  he  spouted r ight-wing 
commentator Andrew Bolt’s climate change 
denial bunkum at me and insisted that I hate 
my country and the United States and should 
move to Iran.
 Last month he suggested I should move to 
China or that “basket-case country Venezuela 
where the economy and society have been 
destroyed by socialism”.
 I humbly submit to the court that some 
remedial historical education is in order.
 Since the United States initiated a coup 
attempt against Venezuela’s duly elected 
leftist government in January 2019, up to 
$24 billion worth of Venezuelan public 
assets have been seized by foreign countries, 
primarily by the United States, Britain and 
the European Union.
 This wealth would have allowed Venezuela 
to pay back all its debts and get the country 
back on its feet despite the vicious sanctions 
still being endured that have cost that nation 
$200 billion in lost production and at least a 
hundred thousand lives.
 U S  P r e s i d e n t  D o n a l d  Tr u m p ’s 
administration used at least $601 million 
of that looted Venezuelan money to fund 
construction of its border wall with Mexico.
 God thought, bugger that, and sent 
Hurricane Hanna over there last month and 
she huffed and she puffed and she blew miles 
of the wall over.
 It was hilarious to watch while as far as the 
eye could see these huge segments were just 
dropping one after another like dominoes for 
a lazy billion dollars.
 Nonetheless, what irked me the most in last 
month’s letter was the use of an innocuous 
quote by slain US civil rights leader Dr 
Martin Luther King Jr to chastise me over 
my assessment of capitalism.
 Dr King described the biggest purveyor of 
violence in the world to be the USA, not just 
because of what it did to millions of native 
Americans  (genocide) and Africans (slavery 
and racism) within its own ever-expanding 
territory.
 But also from Vietnam to Latin America 
and installing genocidal puppet dictators 
from Chile’s murderous General Augusto 
Pinochet to the tyrannical Shah of Iran, 
and sponsoring other colonising and racist 
movements from South African apartheid 
to Zionist ethnic cleansing.
 “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice 
everywhere,” Dr King said.
 “We are caught in an inescapable network 
of mutuality, tied in a single garment of 
destiny.
 “Whatever affects one directly, affects all 
indirectly.”
 More than 45 million people have filed 
for unemployment since the onset of the 
Covid-19 pandemic in the US.
 Over the same period, the combined wealth 
of US billionaires increased by $584 billion
 Amazon chief Jeff Bezo’s net worth is now 
$171.6 billion ‒ a new record ‒ and he’s 
gained another $57 billion in just the first 
six months of this year.
 “Capitalism does not permit an even flow 

of economic resources,” Dr King said.
 “With this system, a small privileged few 
are rich beyond conscience, and almost all 
others are doomed to be poor at some level.
 “That’s the way the system works, and 
since we know that the system will not 
change the rules, we are going to have to 
change the system.”
 Slavery creates a master-slave relationship, 
and in feudalism it’s lords and peasants.
 Proponents of capitalism saw this 
inequality and promised to break from it 
with the French and American revolutions.
 German philosopher Karl Marx saw that 
capitalism didn’t make the break from 
feudalism and slavery that it thought it did.
 It’s now an employer-employee division of 
capital and labour, a relationship that could 
be reorganised into a community affair that  
need not have anything to do with the state.
 Powerful men have at times usurped this 
original intent because power corrupts.
 We also tend to mix up democracy and 
capitalism and forget that a socialist system 
can be democratic and capitalism can 
certainly be autocratic.
 Or you can have a mixed system and, 
politically, perhaps there are many options 
between anarchy and dictatorship.
 Communism forgets that life is individual 
while capitalism forgets that life is social.
 The kingdom of brotherhood is found 
neither in the thesis of communism nor 
the antithesis of capitalism but in a higher 
synthesis.
 Solidarity is an awareness of shared 
interests,  objectives, standards and 
sympathies.
 It creates a psychological sense of unity of 
groups or classes, and refers to the ties in a 
society that bind people together as one.
 The term is generally employed in 
sociology and the other social sciences as 
well as in philosophy and bioethics.
 Individualism is all about taking care of 
yourself; it is the belief and practice that 
every person is unique and self-reliant and 
implies that you believe that the government 
should butt out of your individual affairs.
 There is a scenario where science may 
inform a new, enlightened culture of group 
creativity in which individualism and 
collectivism produce synergistic effects that 
maximise the problem-solving potential of 
groups as they seek to adapt to changing 
environmental conditions.
 In particular, research suggests groups may 
perform at their creative best when members 
embrace their own individual identity and 
when they value the group as a collective.
 No either/or answer is required, it’s 
actually so simple a child could understand 
it.
 It is the socialist states that have confronted 
the virus pandemic with resolve and 
intelligence even though they face the brunt 
of US imperialism and an increasingly 
aggressive hybrid war (especially in the case 
of Cuba and Venezuela).
 “Call it democracy or call it democratic 
socialism but there must be a better 
distribution of wealth within this country 
for all God’s children” ‒ Dr Martin Luther 
King Jr (1929-1968).
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Ieva Tomsons

OCCASIONAL Toodyay Herald acting editor 
Roger Simms was appointed news editor of The 
West Australian in 1984, a senior job that came 
with a company car which each weekend took 
him to a newly purchased Julimar bush block 
and childhood memories of the Avon Valley.
 “The smell of the Avon Valley can sweep me 
across a seven-decade divide as soon as I drive 
through the front gate,” he said.
 Roger (78) was born in Mt Barker and spent 
his childhood in Northam before attending Perth 
Boys High School and Perth Modern School.
 His 40-year career in journalism has taken 
him far from the isolated outposts of his youth 
to interviewing US boxing legend Muhammad 
Ali and iron-fisted former Singaporean Prime 
Minister Lee Kuan Yew.
 Roger had just started work at the 
Commonwealth Bank in 1960 when The West 
Australian, where he had applied for a job two 
months earlier, offered him a cadetship.
 “I didn’t really know what journalism was all 
about but I thought it might be a better career 
than posting ledgers in pen and ink.”
 Cadet journalists in those days did a four-year 
apprenticeship and Roger cut his teeth sitting in 
the Perth Traffic Court and WA Supreme Court 
gathering stories about traffic offenders and 
broken marriages in the days before ‘no fault’ 
divorce was introduced.
 “Reports of people granted divorces came with 
the reasons for marriage breakdown, including 
adultery.
 “Some of the cases of bedroom hijinks and 
accounts of philandering spouses fleeing down 
drainpipes made good copy for Perth’s old 
Mirror newspaper which specialised in divorce 
cases.”
 The West published divorce case lists 
and spouses ‘caught with their pants down’ 
sometimes begged journalists to keep their 
names out of the paper but reporters knew that 
to do so would mean instant dismissal.
 Three years into his cadetship, 20-year-
old Roger copped “a bollocking” from the 
newsroom chief of staff for reporting that the 
only way to get out of Perth after the 1962 
Commonwealth Games ended was “on foot”.
 But in investigating the mass departure, he 
forgot all about ships, which weren’t fully 
booked, and his story appeared next day 
alongside a shipping advertisement for berths 
to the eastern states.
 “It was an embarrassing but valuable lesson 
– it taught me to check my facts and then check 
and check again.”
 Roger was recruited in 1963 by Melbourne’s 
The Age newspaper where he stayed for two 
years honing his craft.
 He recalls working with the late Mike Willesee 
– later a leading Australian TV current affairs 
journalist – covering the dramatic landing of 
a stricken aircraft at Essendon Airport. “It was 
front page news.”
 By now Roger had married his WA girlfriend 
Trish and in 1965 they travelled by ship to 
England where Roger worked for two years on 
the Manchester Evening News and The Daily 
Mirror.
 The interview with World Heavyweight 
Boxing Champion Muhammad Ali took place 
in a London hotel after Ali’s second bout with 
British champion Henry Cooper and shortly 
after his conversion to Islam.
 “The hotel foyer was crammed with Pakistanis 

who had all come to see their hero. It was quite 
something.”
 Roger’s time in Manchester coincided with 
the arrest and conviction of Britain’s infamous 
Moors murderers Myra Hindley and Ian Brady 
over the killing of five children and the disposal 
of their bodies outside the city.
 “It was a long and horrendous story. Children 
going missing in Manchester had become a 
frightening fact of life in the community for 
a year or so leading up to the discovery of the 
monstrous Hindley-Brady crimes.
 “Parents of the missing children were 
desperate. At one point, a photographer and I 
were dispatched to Liverpool to verify a Dutch 
clairvoyant’s claim that one of the children 
would be found there. It was a wild goose 
chase.”
 Trish and Roger returned in 1967 to Perth 
where Roger became a sub editor at The West 
Australian in St Georges Terrace, a role which 
suited him to a tee.
 “I remember so many nights as a sub 
editor in the composing room at Newspaper 
House, making last-minute cuts to stories as 
compositors put together a page of The West 
Australian whose content and design had been 
my job to edit and prepare in the previous few 
hours.
 “It’s been a source of amazement to me to 
think that in my working life I have witnessed 
a revolution, the drawing of a line across 
my industry that marked a break between a 
centuries-old, hot-metal way of producing 
newspapers and new computer-driven processes.
 “It would sweep away the crafts of printing, 
see jobs go in their thousands across the nation 
and put powerful production tools into the hands 
of journalists.”
 Roger was seconded to Singapore in 1971 
to help set up a new afternoon daily paper, the 
New Nation, and on a visit to the island state 
a few years later he used his contacts there to 
set up an interview with Singapore’s longest-
serving Prime Minister, Lee Kuan Yew, at the 
presidential residence.
 “There was a minder present at all times and 
I had to play by the rules on the issues I could 
raise. So, I didn’t get a major scoop, but it was 
a good experience.”
 Two years later, Roger was back at The West 
Australian where he worked his way up to 
become a leader (editorial) writer and eventually 
news editor in 1984.
 It was there Roger met current Toodyay 
Herald editor Michael Sinclair-Jones, who had 
completed a West cadetship in the early 1970s.
 Roger was one of eight Australian journalists 
invited in 1980 to visit China as a gesture of 
thawing international tensions between the two 
countries.
 “We stayed in a (Mongolian) yurt and I 
presented prize ribbons to the winning riders at 
pony races on the open plains.”
 Two years later he was off to the US for a 
month where he wrote about homelessness and 
interviewed US civil rights activist, journalist 
and publisher Daisy Bates who escorted, under 
armed guard, the first black students into a 
previously whites-only high school in Little 
Rock Arkansas in 1957.
 Roger returned to the US in 1985, this time on 
a Jefferson Fellowship.
 In the late 1980s Roger made a career change 
and began teaching journalism at Charles 
Darwin University in the Northern Territory.
 During his three years in Darwin Roger 
rekindled his life-long love of playing the violin 

and joined the Darwin Symphony Orchestra 
under the direction of a flamboyant conductor 
who once arrived in a speedboat to join the 
orchestra seated on pontoons in the Katherine 
River.
 He had come a long way from his youthful 
party trick of clambering onto a roof to play 
Fiddler on the Roof.
 Roger returned to Perth after Darwin to help 
set up Murdoch University’s Graduate Program 
in Journalism and taught there until he retired in 
2000.

 In between he enrolled part time in the WA 
Academy of Performing Arts’ certificate course 
in classical music, attending classes with much 
younger students.
 “I was the Methuselah of the second violins,” 
he jokes.
 At a time when many country newspapers are 
closing their doors due to internet competition, 
The Toodyay Herald is proud to be still 
publishing each month with Roger close by to 
provide expert advice, guidance and training to 
the local volunteer editorial team.

From Muhammad Ali to Wandoo woodlands

Retired journalist Roger Simms serenades the Wandoo woodlands on his Julimar bush block.

TOODYAY Central Bush Fire Brigade 
Captain Mick McKeown has been elected 
to the Toodyay Shire Council.
 He fills a three-month-old vacancy on the 
nine-member council after the resignation 
of former shire president Bill Manning, who 
moved to Tasmania last April.
 Cr McKeown received 662 votes in last 
month’s postal ballot of all Toodyay voters, 
Keith Boase 355 and April Ashley 270.
 The election was conducted by the WA 
Electoral Commission which reported a voter 
turn-out of about 26 per cent.
 This is significantly less than the 45 per 

cent turn-out last October when four new 
councillors were elected to the council and 
two others retained their seats.
 Cr McKeown was elected to serve out the 
remainder of former Cr Manning’s term, 
which expires in October next year.
 His election is likely to break a run of 
4:4 deadlocks on key council decisions, 
including a secret ballot for a shire president 
and the council’s initial failure to get an 
absolute majority of five votes to enable 
new Shire CEO Suzie Haslehurst to start six 
weeks early last month.
 Cr McKeown helped lead opposition 
to plans to demolish the “Appian Way” 
walkway at Toodyay’s heritage-listed 
Catholic Precinct but has stepped down as 
co-organiser of the Friends of the Toodyay 
Catholic Precinct.
 One of his first jobs as a new councillor will 
be to attend a meeting on Wednesday August 
5 with WA Local Government Minister 
David Templeman, who was due to meet 
councillors and senior staff at the invitation 
of Shire President Rosemary Madacsi.
 He will also be invited to a special council 
meeting called for Tuesday August 11 to 
finalise the council’s response to a draft 
report on a State Government inquiry into 
the operations and affairs of the Shire of 
Toodyay over the previous seven years.New Toodyay Shire Cr Mick McKeown.

Fire brigade captain elected to council
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LETTERS

The Toodyay Herald invites you to have your say in our letters page. Please email us at 
news@toodyayherald.com.au with your full name, address and phone number. Letters 
that are short, sharp and to the point about topical local issues are preferred. The Herald 
reserves the right to edit letters for length, grammar and punctuation.

The way we were – Bejoording school teacher, Jane Mackintosh, wears an elegant long-skirted riding outfit with a trim, tailored long-
sleeved jacket and close-fitting riding hat on upswept hair. She stands with a riding crop next to her side-saddled horse. Jane’s father, Ewen 
Mackintosh, arrived in the fledgling Swan River Colony from Scotland in 1841 and was indentured as a shepherd to James Drummond 
Jnr of Hawthornden (five kilometres north of Toodyay on the Bindi Bindi Road) but soon owned a flock of his own and joined with his 
cousins, the Macphersons, to form a company known as Scotch Shepherds. Ewen Mackintosh married James Drummond’s daughter 
Euphemia in 1849 and they lived in a cottage at Coondle. In 1854 Ewen Mackintosh bought land in Bejoording from T. N. Yule and 
named it Glendearg (Erandyne Springs). His daughter Jane Mackintosh (above) conducted a small government school at the heritage-
listed property between 1879 and 1884. Photo: Newcastle Gaol Museum.

Voter betrayed
AN OPEN letter sent to Federal Attorney 
General and local MP Christian Porter.
 I HAVE been a committed Liberal voter 
since arriving in Australia in 1972.
 In 48 years, I have never missed an election 
at Federal, State or Local Government levels 
and have always voted for the conservative 
option.
 I should add that I have always admired 
your own contribution both when in State 
Government and subsequently in Federal 
Government.
 In these exceptional times, I believe our 
Prime Minister is doing a wonderful job but 
must also acknowledge my admiration for 
(WA Labor) Premier Mark McGowan.
 It saddens me to say this but if the Federal 
Government continues to push an agenda for 
(Queensland mining magnate) Clive Palmer, 
who has been no friend to the Liberals, 
regarding the WA border closure, then I shall 
have no choice but to refuse the Liberals my 
vote at the next Federal Election.
 Whether I make a donkey vote or change 
sides it’s too soon to say, but with the 
enormous contribution WA is making 
to our economy in these difficult times 
and the success Premier McGowan has 
had in protecting Western Australians, I 
feel betrayed by the party I have always 
supported.
 I will encourage all my friends and family 
to do the same.

Richard Hazlewood
Bejoording

(The Federal Government has since 
withdrawn from the High Court case ‒ Ed.)

If roos were mice
BRIAN Foley’s letter to the editor last month 
stated that it is illegal to shoot a kangaroo.
 This statement is inaccurate and is likely 
to be misleading to the general public.
 Farmers – indeed all property owners – 
in large areas of WA, including the Shire 
of Toodyay, are permitted to manage 
damage caused by fauna (specifically 
kangaroos) without requiring a licence from 
the Department of Biodiversity Conservation 
and Attractions 
 Western Grey kangaroos may be shot 
quite legitimately by farmers according 
to Regulation 104 of the Biodiversity 
Conservation Regulations 2018.
 Shooting kangaroos is a serious matter and 
not undertaken by farmers for fun.
 Huge costs are involved in preparing 
paddocks and sowing crops on large acreages 
which can be rendered totally worthless 

when vast numbers of kangaroos destroy it.
 That cost is compounded by lost income 
from the damaged crop.
 If your livelihood was a bakery selling 
cakes would you try to chase mice away or 
would you take measures to eradicate rodents 
and minimise your losses?
 Let farmers get on with their legitimate 
farming enterprises.
 If Australia can’t maintain a viable primary 
industry, we could all finish up buying rice 
from China to feed our kids.

Kerry Gregory
Dewars Pool

Kangaroo check
IN A LETTER to the Editor in last month’s 
Herald, Brian Foley stated that it is illegal to 
shoot kangaroos without a permit.
 This statement is incorrect and misleading.
 Accord ing  to  S ta te  Government 
Biodiversity Conservation Regulations 
2018, all landowners including farmers are 
permitted, under certain conditions, to shoot 
kangaroos.
 “Managed fauna areas are for property 
owners to manage damage being caused by 
fauna in certain areas without requiring a 
licence.
 “Regulation 104 outlines this for kangaroos 
and states in part:
 (2) A person must not take a kangaroo of 
a species specified in Schedule 4 unless:
 (a) the kangaroo is causing, or is 
reasonably expected to cause, damage to an 
agricultural activity or related agricultural 
infrastructure;
 (b) the taking is by means of a firearm and,

Facts missed
I HAD a letter regarding the killing of 
kangaroos published in last month’s Herald.
 There are some facts that were not included 
in the letter.
 Permits from Department Biodiversity 
Conservation and Attractions are required 
if the carcass will be removed from the 
property.
 If a native animal is causing economical 
damage, then it can be killed without seeking 
a permit.
 Killing for fun or non-economic reasons is 
unlawful.

Brian Foley -Chairperson
Marsupial Mammas and Pappas Inc.

Awesome wonder out yonder
AS A LOCAL, it’s probably best to frequent 
your favourite Toodyay cafe, restaurant and 
shop during the week because there’s no room 
on weekends.
 What an awesome sight the last few weekends 
have been, domestic tourism at its best.
 Excited and inquisitive groups, families 
and couples wandering the streets, cameras 
clicking, long lines and a rush for any vacant 
table. This warms my heart.
 We are becoming that uniquely country 
experience – a day trip from the city.
 I encourage businesses to capitalise on this 
as people heed the State Government’s call to 
Wander out Yonder.
 Remember, it is the experience that visitors 
crave and they take that experience home and 
share it with family and friends.
 Most visitors are chasing something a bit 
country and something a bit unique, with 
authenticity, and always with customer service 
thrown in.
 Yeah, yeah, sometimes there might be a 
visitor that can be just a tad annoying and that’s 
fine, don’t sweat it.
 I say this because I was gob smacked to 
witness a shopkeeper complaining to someone 
about a visiting group while I was in their shop. 
Please don’t.
 For the rest of our wonderful shopkeepers 
who I know provide long hours, endless smiles, 
hospitality galore and proudly show off and 
promote what our fabulous town has to offer – a 
huge thank you.
 Yep, I have said it before, but we are the ‘next 
best thing’.

Helen Shanks
Toodyay

 (c) the kangaroo is shot in accordance with 
the Code of Practice for Non-Commercial 
Purposes.
 “Under the Biodiversity Conservation 
Regulations, Schedule 4: Managed fauna,
Division 2: Kangaroos Item 3 includes 
Toodyay local government district within 
the managed fauna areas for Western Grey 
Kangaroos.”
 The above is quoted from the Wildlife 
Protection Branch of the Parks and 
Wildlife Service in the WA Department of 
Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions.
 I would urge Mr Foley to read the last 
sentence of Rosemary Madacsi’s letter in 
last month’s Herald – “check the facts”.

Allan Chitty
Dewars Pool

We can do it
WE LIVE in scary times.
 It’s easy in tranquil Toodyay to feel little 
sense of danger as we go about our daily 
lives, mostly as if nothing has changed.
 But nightly news from the rest of world 
grows increasingly grim, and eastern 
Australia is now back in the grip of a 
terrifying new pandemic emergency.
 Our national economy is in tatters, social 
unrest is spreading and governments 
everywhere are struggling to react as 
Covid-19 spreads from densely populated 
cities to regional communities.
 This is not a hoax or ‘fake news’.
 WA’s geographical isolation has – for 
once – proved a godsend, and Toodyay’s 
distance from Perth a bonus.
 But reminders exist just below the 
surface that we live only a heartbeat away 
from disaster.
 Local police are using State emergency 
powers to conduct regular Toodyay home 
visits to ensure fly-in fly-out mine workers 
returning from eastern states’ work spend 
their mandatory 14 days in self quarantine.
 Our State has the nation’s toughest 
penalties for breaching that quarantine – a 
$50,000 fine or a year in jail.
 Nobody in Toodyay has been prosecuted 
because – unlike in Victoria and NSW 
where the virus is spiralling out of control 
– local people are doing the right thing.
 It’s easy in the face of a hidden threat 
to become paranoid or claim people are 
over-reacting and jumping at shadows.
 But local police have a different view, 
and as Acting Sgt Joe Neal says in this 
month’s Page 6 Police Beat column, “this 
disease can flare up from nothing to a 
massive danger very quickly”.
 That’s what happened last month in 
Victoria, and now our second-most 
populous state is in total disaster lockdown.
 We cannot allow that to happen here, 
especially in a highly vulnerable ageing 
community with its unusually high ratio of 
43 per cent of local residents 45 or older.
 The State Government says all the 
personal health measures we adopted 
locally last March to halt the initial spread 
of the coronavius are still necessary.
 It means keeping a social distance of 
1.5m from others in public, not shaking 
hands, kissing or hugging friends and 
acquaintances, and frequent hand washing.
 Most local people appear to be observing 
at least some of these safety measures.
 But it’s easy to switch off to the constant 
bad news from the rest of the world 
and grow complacent because it isn’t 
happening here.
 To do so ignores daily fresh evidence that 
things are likely to get worse overseas and 
interstate before they get better.
 We may not be in the front line of 
that disaster but all of us have a local 
community responsibility to ensure it stays 
that way.
 We can do it.

Michael Sinclair-Jones
Editor
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Police check quarantined FIFOs and defective vehicles

Computer Safety
Phil Hart

THE RISE of the internet means that today’s 
youth has access to online resources that were 
not available to their parents.
 These resources can be helpful for the 
development of social skills and can augment 
the skills learned from parents, teachers and 
peers.
 A mixture of handouts, screencasts, 
personality tests, immersive experiences and 
professional online support are now available.
 They cover self-awareness, self-management, 
social awareness, relationship skills, and 
responsible decision making.
 Websites such as bit.ly/30E2Boy provide 
lists of resources for specific purposes such as 
coping with being bullied, and dealing with 
relationship breakups.

SaferToodyay
Desraé Clarke

THE MID-YEAR RAC magazine Horizons 
had some great tips regarding a safety plan 
if you need to rapidly exit your home.
 It stated that most homes have key-locks 
on all windows and that some doors could 
have a number of different keys.
 It recommends that if a single key pattern 
was used for all windows and also minimal 
key patterns for the doors of the home, it 
would allow a rapid escape if necessary.
 It is also interesting to note the change that 
has occurred over time in what causes house 
fires.
 In the past a house fire could be caused 
by misplaced candles, open fireplaces, bar 
heaters etc..
 The old-fashioned brick barbecue was 
safely located at the back of the yard.
 In these times, with modern open-plan 
homes, synthetic furnishings, wide use of 
glues in furniture construction, the alfresco 
kitchen with a large barbecue being brought 
closer to the home on the verandah or outside 
deck, the fire hazards have altered.

LOCAL police are urging residents and 
visitors to remember that social distancing 
remains important in Toodyay as other states 
battle a big rise in Covid-19 infections and 
deaths, mainly among older people.
 Toodyay’s aging population – 43 per cent 
of local residents are 55 or older – and the 
high virus-related death rate for Australians 
in that age group mean that local people and 
visitors should take particular care to avoid 
any unnecessary risk of spreading infection.
 According to the latest State Government 
advice, this means:

• If you’re sick, stay home. Don’t go to 
work, don’t go to school, don’t go out 
(except to get tested) and don’t have 
visitors.

• Keep 1.5 metres away from others.
• Don’t make unnecessary physical contact 

with others. Avoid physical greetings, 
such as handshakes, hugs and kisses.

• Use tap-and-pay instead of cash.
• Wash your hands regularly for at least 

20 seconds with soap and water or an 
alcohol-based sanitiser.

• Cover your mouth and nose when you 
cough or sneeze. Use a flexed elbow or 
a tissue; if you use a tissue, dispose of it 
immediately and appropriately.

 We want to remind people about the vital 

need to maintain social distancing because 
this disease can flare up from nothing to a 
massive danger very quickly, as we have seen 
in Victoria and NSW.
 Toodyay police are monitoring about 10 
people locally – mainly fly-in-fly-out (FIFO) 
workers returned from interstate – who are 
observing the State Government’s mandatory 
14-day self-quarantine at home.
 Local officers are visiting them regularly 
to check they are OK and whether they need 
any help with food or other supplies.
 We commend local people for doing the 
right thing, including isolating themselves 
from others at home during their 14-day 
quarantine period because a family member 
has been compromised.
 We urge everyone – including weekend 
visitors – to take this very seriously for the 
safety of our community and to help protect 
our older residents from the increased risk 
of infection.

Rural thieves strike
A TRAILER worth $10,000 was stolen 
from the Cooperative Bulk Handling grain 
terminal in Bolgart last month.
 Thieves cut a tow ball lock to steal the 
trailer, which was equipped with a mobile 
pressure hose washdown unit on the back.
 The trailer was stolen overnight.
 A burglar also struck in Bejoording last 
month when power tools, including an angle 
grinder, electric drill and other equipment, 
worth almost $5000 were stolen from an 
unlocked farm shed.
 The thieves gained overnight access to the 
shed by walking onto the property from the 
road on July 6.
 The owner is now increasing security but 

unfortunately too late to prevent the theft.
 Criminals love a soft target and we urge 
all property owners to be more security 
conscious, particularly in relatively isolated 
rural areas.

Your call is important
ALSO, if you see anything that looks 
suspicious such as vehicles driven slowly 
past your property or strangers looking in 
for no apparent reason please let us know.
 If you call the Toodyay Police Station and 
nobody is there, your call will be transferred 
automatically to Northam Police Station, 
where your information will be taken and 
forwarded to us.
 Toodyay Police Station may be unattended 
when you call but that doesn’t mean local 
officers are not on duty.
 Someone will be present on site Monday 
to Wednesday, and at other times we are 
often working on law enforcement business 
such as criminal inquiries, vehicle accidents, 
traffic patrols and Covid-19 home quarantine 
visits in various parts of our local police 
district.
 We are here more often than not, and we 
need to know what’s going on even if your 
call doesn’t result in further police action.
 It’s better to let us make that decision than 
not report something because you think it 
may not be important.
 It could be linked to a crime we are already 
working on that needs more information to 
identify an offender, such as a vehicle licence 
plate caught on a street camera at the time of 
something you report.
 Please call us at Toodyay Police Station on 
9574 9555 or Crime Stoppers WA on 1800 
333 000.

Lights, tyres – action
AN INCREASE in unroadworthy vehicles 
on local roads has prompted a traffic safety 
blitz to help keep our streets and highways 
safe, particularly during the wet winter 
months and thick morning fogs.
 We are targeting vehicles in poor condition, 
particularly those with only one light 
showing at the front or back which is a 
danger for other approaching vehicles in 
low-visibility conditions.
 All vehicle lights need to be in good 
working order to meet legal requirements.
 We’ve seen some local vehicles with no 

rear lights at all and others with only one 
working headlight, which creates a danger 
for oncoming traffic on unlit country roads.
 Most motorists say they are aware of their 
vehicle defect and intend to fix it.
 Our message is to get it fixed now – don’t 
wait to be stopped by police because faulty 
lights can cause a serious accident and prove 
costly if an insurer refuses a claim because 
your vehicle was defective.
 The same with tyres – make sure you have 
enough tread to pass a police inspection 
because bald tyres are extremely dangerous, 
particularly on wet roads  – they can cause a 
serious accident and injury to yourself and 
others, including passengers, people in other 
vehicles and pedestrians.
 Children should also be restrained with 
seatbelts or correctly secured child safety 
seats or baby capsules.
 Toodyay officers will join Northam traffic 
police to conduct further local vehicle safety 
checks this month.

Give-away whiff
CLOSURE of the state border to quarantine 
WA from transmission of Covid-19 infection 
from other states appears to have caused a 
drop in illegal drug use and higher street 
prices.
 When police reasonably suspect that a 
person has illegal drugs in their possession, 
powers exist to search a vehicle they may be 
in and the occupants.
 Sometimes the distinctive smell of cannabis 
can be a factor in police forming a reasonable 
suspicion drugs are present. 
 A random traffic stop in Toodyay last 
month resulted in a small amount of cannabis 
being seized.

Bald tyres can cost lives.

Fire hazards change with modern living

Youth can now access self-help on line

 The RAC insurance home claims officer, 
Glen Walker, states that the main area of 
homes where a fire may originate is in 
the kitchen where a fire is often caused by 
unattended cooking.
 Other areas of hazard are the overloading 
or ‘piggy-backing’ power boards or double 
adapters.
 The gaps on unused power points may 
become dusty but with the purchase of the 
small plastic plug covers from a hardware 
store the gaps are protected.
 Clothes dryers collect lint which is dry and 
flammable so clean the lint from the machine 
every time it is used. Allow the dryer to cool 
down before opening its door.
 A fire inside a home can completely engulf 
it within minutes.
 Take care and think ‘safety’.
 To report suspicious activity ring 
Crimestoppers on 1800 333 000 or visit 
crimestopperswa.com.au or call the police 
on 131 444.
 Report graffiti by phoning 1800 442 255
 or go to goodbyegrafitti.wa.gov.au.
 For  fu r the r  in fo rmat ion  con tac t 
safertoodyay.org.au/.

 Others, such as headspace.org.au provide 
links to mental health support services which 
can be used both by young people and those 
who are around them.
 One web site, yourcall.rocks, lets people try 
various scenarios to see what happens as a 
result.
 Free online professional support for people 
with current mental health needs is available 
from MindSpot at bit.ly/30IFSrD.
 For anybody who is interested in the broader 
range of mental wellbeing topics, there is Very 
Well Mind at bit.ly/2WVg8qW.
 If you know of anybody aged 12 to 18 years 
who might be interested sharing their stories 
about the impact of Covid-19 on their mental 
health, there is a research project by the Black 
Dog Institute at bit.ly/3g0fArl .
 The benefits of building stronger minds can 
last for a lifetime.

Faulty lights are dangerous.

https://bit.ly/30E2Boy
http://headspace.org.au/
http://yourcall.rocks
https://bit.ly/30IFSrD
https://bit.ly/2WVg8qW
https://bit.ly/3g0fArl
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EMERGENCY SERVICES

Toodyay State Emergency Services

THE TOODYAY State Emergency Services 
(SES) unit is co-located with the Morangup 
Bush Fire Brigade in Morangup and services 
Toodyay and Goomalling and surrounding 
areas.
 Part of the SES’s role is responding to 
residents’ calls for assistance after storm 
damage to their properties.
 The SES can assist with: significant 
structural damage such as collapsed roofs or 
ceilings; make temporary emergency repairs 
to homes and buildings; remove fallen trees 
which have damaged homes and vehicles; 

What SES can and can’t do
The SES can assist with significant structural damage, but not minor cleanups.

Consider ambulance access

Joint training back on cards

sandbag areas in danger of flooding; pumping 
out floodwater; rescue trapped or injured people, 
and help relocate people if they are in danger.
 Some things SES can’t assist with: clear debris 
and organise permanent repairs or, attend to 
broken fences and fallen trees on fences which 
are all basic repairs which residents need to 
manage themselves.
 Fallen trees on roads are the responsibility of 
Main Roads WA or the local shire council.
 If there is a fire or a life-threatening emergency, 
call triple zero (000).
 For assistance with services the SES can 
supply, call 132 500.

Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Julimar
Alison Wroth

FROSTY mornings and still waiting for another 
solid fall of rain to keep the crops and pastures 
growing is what we are experiencing with the 
winter weather lately. This seems to be the 
current subject on everyone’s lips.
 With the expectation of an old-fashioned wet 
winter in July, the half-decent falls scattered 
throughout the month have still not filled the 
dams.
 All the farmers are looking skywards at the 
moment, so let’s hope we have the finishing 
rains for them all so the crops can really take off.
 Of course, with the cold, even the weeds 
along the reserves are battling to get a move on, 
however the time will soon be here when they 
will be a worry – especially on the firebreaks.
 If you have not begun already, August into 
September is the time to start spraying or 
clearing those firebreaks to ensure you have 
complied with the Shire of Toodyay’s Firebreak 
Order.
 This order is very clearly written in our rates 
notice, so please be aware and begin to spray 
the weeds which quickly become dry fuel on 
all firebreaks.
 Some suggestions are to start trimming 
branches that overhang your home. Clean gutters 
and make sure that when Spring does arrive, you 
have begun to clear vegetation away from the 

Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade 
Coondle-Nunile
Max J Heath

HEY, HOW about this – not a lot of callouts 
to report this issue at time of writing, or 
should I ‘touch wood’, as the month isn’t 
finished yet?
 Quite a short report this time.
 The vehicles have received a good servicing 
after a busy season.
 The main news is that we had our ordinary 
meeting and AGM and although both were 
short, they were interesting.
 First of all, we welcomed back former 
members, Mark and Maryanne Gardner, 
who have been working their way around 
Australia; Mick and Jan Rogers (Mick is now 
with Central Fire and Rescue); and Philip 
Hay, from the Northam DFES office.
 The evening started with Phil giving 
another talk on the possibility of Coondle-
Nunile aligning with Fire and Rescue to train 

Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade 
Bejoording
From the desk of The Badger

OUR AGM was held on July 17.
 Many thanks to Craig Stewart, our chief bushfire 
control officer, for attending and taking the chair 
at one point.
 The AGM went smoothly and none of the current 
leadership positions were contested.
 Our operational and support teams remain the 
same.
 Operational: Brian Rigby, captain; Lawrence 
Hayward, first lieutenant; and Regan Kesic, 
equipment officer.
 A new position was established with Colin 
Hoffman elected unopposed as second lieutenant.
 Support: Barry Grey, government liaison 
(DFES and DEPAW) and planning; and Richard 
Hazlewood, secretary/treasurer and meeting chair.
 Craig Stewart acknowledged the efforts of 
Bejoording as a relatively small brigade with an 

St John Toodyay Sub-Centre
Carolynne Haigh

IS YOUR property ambulance friendly?
 When building or buying a property, the last 
thing anyone would consider is whether an 
ambulance can gain access, but we think it’s 
imperative that it’s given some thought.
 Is an ambulance able to enter your driveway?
 Ambulances are quite big – is your driveway 
wide enough and clear of hanging trees?
 Our ambulances are not 4WD, so will we be 
able to get up your driveway?
 Are you able to move any vehicles that will 
enable us to get as close to entering the house 
as possible?
 Will we be able to get a stretcher in easily or 
would it be better for us to enter from around 
the back?
 It could just be a matter of moving some 
furniture to clear the way.
 Do you have any protective animals that may 
put the officers at risk and impede their ability 
to provide you with the necessary assistance?
 Perhaps you can shut any animals in a room.

personnel and to use breathing apparatus.
 After Phil’s talk, the general meeting 
progressed quickly.
 Not a lot was raised except in the captain’s 
report where he informed the meeting that 
the committee had agreed to have brigade 
life members.
 A list of life members selected for the first 
time included: Mick Rogers, Dave Isbill, 
Mark Middelton, Richard Broadwood and 
Mildred and Max Heath.
 Craig Stewart chaired the AGM at which 
Nick Griggs was re-elected captain.
 Sue Anderson will remain secretary and 
the lieutenants will be Beau Smith, Jamie 
Norgate, Deb Bowen and Brenton Chrimes.
 Marc Pittorino has taken on the job of 
treasurer and Kev Bowen will continue as 
equipment officer.
 Other news is that a decision has been made 
to have our Christmas party this month at the 
Bolgart Hotel.

Spring into spraying to 
beat the weeds

walls of your home to create a protection zone. 
This will give you, and especially the volunteer 
bush firefighters, a better chance of protecting 
your home.
 The recent freezing nights have resulted in 
a drop in numbers around the fire on Friday 
nights and for supper, but the conversation has 
not dimmed.
 Do not forget to put your name to the supper 
roster as it’s been a bit bare lately.
 I’m told men can cook and just need a bit 
of practice. So as soups are great now with a 
loaf of bread, give it a go as a hot meal is most 
appreciated.
 Our AGM will be held soon, so by the next 
issue we will have a new committee. All 
positions have been filled with keen members 
nominating.
 We all wish you the best of luck for the coming 
year after the election.
 If you want to meet our happy mob of 
firefighters and auxiliary team or want to become 
a member, please come down to the Julimar Fire 
Shed on Friday nights from 5.30pm to chat to our 
captain or any of our family-friendly brigade.
 This is my final article for the Julimar brigade 
for a while.
 I’m giving another member a chance to 
become a part-time journalist. They will soon 
see how hard it is meeting the deadline each 
month.
 Hope you have enjoyed my point of view, 
had a laugh and possibly learnt a bit reading my 
articles. I’ll be back eventually.

Stability is key to running 
an effective brigade

excellent turn-out record, due largely to a stable 
leadership team and strong community spirit.
 Thanks for your kind words, Craig, they were 
appreciated.
 Finally, we are still on the hunt for new members. 
Please call one of us if you would like to know 
more. Contacts are listed below.
 Our next regular meeting is on Friday August 21 
at 6pm sharp at the shed.
 The Bejoording Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade 
asks you to be vigilant and careful using any tools 
or vehicles with the potential to cause a fire.
 Remember to always plan and prepare for fire 
and have a clear contingency strategy in place 
should things get out of control.
 Fires can be a catastrophic risk to people, animals 
and property, so take care.
 Advice is free but getting it wrong can be 
expensive.
 If you have any questions remember you can 
contact captain Brian Rigby on 0417 984 324 or 
the Badger on 0414 250 484.
 Please leave a message if we’re not there.

 While we always hope that we don’t have to 
attend your property, there may be an occasion 
when we need to and these simple things can 
make a huge difference in the time we spend 
getting you to the hospital.
 For those of you that have personal alarm or 
mobile medical alert pendants, we would like 
to take this opportunity to remind you of the 
importance of having these alarms on you at all 
times – even when you are in your house.
 If you are for any reason unable to get to the 
phone, the device will be your saviour.
 Our services have been relatively quiet for 
the past few months, indicative of the healthy 
people living in Toodyay, although the past few 
weeks have seen an increase in demand for our 
community transport service.
 Thanks go to our team of dedicated volunteers 
who are committed to ensuring our community 
members get to their medical appointments.
 For anyone wanting any further information 
regarding this service, please call Sandra on 
0418 918 192. Stay safe and keep well, Toodyay.
 We would like to assure you that should you 
need us, we are just a 000 phone call away.
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THE State Government’s $229.2 million 
Rebuilding our TAFE plan includes $16 
million to upgrade facilities and equipment 
at Muresk, Northam and Geraldton.
 The plan includes $8 million for a 
specialist training centre at Muresk to 
support dedicated agricultural machinery 
apprentice training and ensure apprentices 
are fundamentally skilled across all brands 

TOODYAY Road will be further upgraded 
with another $5.6 million in Federal funds.
 Two sections will be widened and a new 
passing lane completed by early next year.
 Toodyay Shire President Rosemary 
Madacsi thanked the Federal Government 
for its contribution to the project.
 “The Toodyay Road upgrade project has 
been in development for about five years 
and it is fantastic to see some substantial 
funding allocated to continue addressing 
one of the most dangerous roads in the 
Wheatbelt,” she said.
 “The $7 million allocated, of which $5.6 
million is from the Federal Government, 
will enable the construction of 2.5km 
of Toodyay Road from Jingaling Brook 
heading east towards Toodyay.
 “A key component of this work will be a 
westbound overtaking lane which has been 
identified as a key safety improvement 
along this stretch of road.
 “The Shire of Toodyay is delighted that 
this funding allocation demonstrates the 
State and Federal governments’ ongoing 
commitment to making this road safer for 
the Toodyay community, visitors and all 
road users,” Mrs Madacsi said.
 Between January 2014 and December 
2018 Toodyay Road had the highest rate 
of fatal and serious-injury crashes within 
the Wheatbelt region.

New specialist farm skills training for Muresk

$7m more for 
Toodyay Road

of agricultural equipment.
 It also includes $6 million for TAFE 
upgrades at Northam and Geraldton.
 This complements other government 
initiatives to rebuild WA’s training sector 
to support displaced workers, women and 
youth, and provide training for emerging 
skills needed in the community.
 TAFE fees will be slashed by up to 72 

Continued from Page 1.
THE APPIAN WAY walkway – named after 
an ancient Roman road – straddles separate 
titles for Toodyay’s St John the Baptist 
Church and the historic St Aloysius Convent 
of Mercy, which is no longer in use.
 The Friends of the Toodyay Catholic 
Precinct and Toodyay Historical Society 
oppose the planned demolition.
 Parishioners say they were not consulted 
by the Archdiocese or the council, and that a 
shire call for public comment on the planned 
demolition in the June Herald contained 
“misleading and incorrect” information.
 Toodyay ratepayer Margaret McKeown 
told last month’s council meeting that there 
was no justification to demolish the walkway.
 “The Toodyay community has nothing to 
gain from this proposed vandalism,” she 
said.
 “You are being asked to permanently 
damage a heritage-listed property so that a 
property developer can maximise its returns.
 “The community of Toodyay expects 
you to act in their best interests and put the 
heritage interests of the town before the 
profits of a developer.”
 Parishioners claim the shire administration 
failed in 2017 to follow local heritage 
protection policies by approving the 
Archdiocese subdivision plan without 
putting it to the council for a vote.
 In a private submission, ratepayer Larry 
Graham told the council last month that “its 
own policies, strategies and plans have all 
been circumvented and this appears to result 

per cent on an additional 39 high-priority 
courses, and 15 free short courses will help  
students to up-skill for new jobs and obtain 
full qualifications.
 Employers will receive one-off payments 
of $6000 for hiring an apprentice and 
$3000 for hiring a trainee whose training 
contract was terminated on or after March 
1 due to the economic downturn.

from collusion with the developers”.
 “In my view, the handling of this entire 
issue exceeds the threshold required for 
referral to either or both the CCC (WA Crime 
and Corruption Commission) or the LG (WA 
Local Government) Department,” he said.
 New Toodyay Shire CEO Suzie Haslehurst 
said she was surprised by Mr Graham’s 
claims.
 “It’s obviously an issue of great sensitivity 
to the community and the file is very thick,” 
she said in a post-meeting Herald briefing.
 “I will be having a look at it and expect it 
will be one of the matters we will talk about 
when the Minister visits Toodyay.”
 Mr Templeman was invited to Toodyay last 
month by Shire President Rosemary Madacsi 
to meet the new council.
 Councillors received an “Avondown 
Presentation” behind closed doors at a 
July 2017 council forum at which a “Mr D 
Barnao” was listed as a visitor.
 It was not revealed publicly that David 
Barnao was an Osborne Park property 
developer representing the Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese of Perth or that “Avondown” 
referred to plans for a new commercial 
subdivision in the shire’s heritage-listed 
Catholic Precinct.
 The presentation was not made public 
and its purpose was not stated in published 
minutes of the council forum.
 The WA Planning Commission approved 
the subdivision in August 2018 after former 
shire CEO Stan Scott used his delegated 
authority to endorse the new subdivision 

without referring it to the council for a vote.
 Local parishioners say they were not 
consulted about the proposed subdivision.
 A new plan this year to demolish the entire 
Appian Way walkway was later modified 
to remove only a two-metre section in the 
middle where the two land titles meet.
 Shire planning policy says “heritage 
buildings shall be retained and conserved 
wherever possible as these places, in 
combination with the streetscape, are the 
main determinants of the character of the 
Central Toodyay Heritage Area”.
 “Demolition of a heritage site should be 
avoided wherever possible.
 “Council is unlikely to support the 
demolition of a heritage place based solely 
on the economic viability of redeveloping a 
site or because a building has been neglected.
 “An application to demolish a heritage 
place must include clear justifications for 
the demolition …”
 Former Friends of the Toodyay Catholic 
Precinct co-organiser Mick McKeown – who 
was elected to the council on July 31 – said 
the demolition proposal submitted to the 
shire showed that the Perth Archdiocese 
had never provided any justification for 
demolishing the walkway.
 He sent a submission to the shire on June 30 
that included an email four days earlier from 
State Land Use Planning Manager Rachel 
Riley advising that if the walkway was not 
demolished, the proposed boundary could be 
negotiated to keep it on a single title.
 This conflicted with a July 2 letter to the 

shire from Planning Department Heritage 
Development Director Adelyn Siew that “the 
walkway is required to be demolished”.
 An Archdiocese spokesperson said the 
subdivision was not a profit-making exercise 
but a genuine attempt to preserve the heritage 
values of the precinct.
 “All appropriate approval processes were 
followed in the course of preparation for and 
completion of the subdivision works,” the 
spokesperson said.

Minister intervenes in heritage site demolition 
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Belt-tightening on the cards

GOOD governance, which is often spoken 
about, provides order and surety in dealing 
with the shire.
 In theory, applying good governance seems 
simple, you just do it. 
 However, in practice, it can be complex, 
challenging, and frustrating, leaving some 
dissatisfied, bewildered or angry with the 
result of a decision.
 It should be simple. If local government 
operates within a framework of policies, 
plans and regulations and we know the rules, 
why does so much discontent occur? 
 The answer is that the decision-making 
process is complicated by differences of 
opinions, values and judgements held by 
councillors, staff and the community.
 To invigorate the Shire of Toodyay, 
consistency, which is the underlying tenet 
of good governance, must firstly be applied 
to the framework.
  We all understand that these are the rules 
which are waived only in quite extenuating 
circumstances.
 However, for that to be successful, the 
arbitrary areas of the framework must meet 
the needs of our community and be examined 
against a simple question – are the people 
benefiting?
 Services and processes evolve, new 
guidelines are received and laws change.
 Like a home, much comes in over time, and 
without periodic spring cleaning it becomes 
cluttered and difficult to manage. 
 An efficient organisation is one which 
regularly ‘spring cleans’ to retain its vigour 
through review of its processes, services and 
plans, focusing on efficiency and the benefits 
delivered. Cleaning out inefficiencies keeps 

A NEW interpretive display showing 
how traditional Aboriginal people used a 
permanent waterhole near Toodyay as an 
important cultural site for food and family 
gatherings was officially launched at Redbank 
Pool earlier this month.
 The Noongar Kaartdijin Aboriginal 
Corporation (NKAC) project celebrates how 
local Noongar families, especially Ballardong 
and Yued members, congregated at Redbank 
Pool 200 years ago.
 Noongar cultural adviser Rodney Garlett 
led a traditional smoking ceremony to 
cleanse spirit, body and soul after traditional 
custodians and ancestors were respected in 
a traditional Welcome To Country in local 
language by Toodyay’s Sharmaine Miles.
 A State-funded permanent display of Gnulla 
Moort (our family) interpretive art was 
unveiled by Noongar Elder Aunty Pat Davis 
and local Labor MP Darren West after an 
address by WA Planning, Land and Heritage 
Department Director General Gail McGowan.
 Redbank Pool is about 900m downstream 
from Extracts Weir and is overlooked by the 
John Masters Bird Hide on the Bilya Walk 
Track which follows the Avon River from 
Toodyay Caravan Park to Nardie Cemetery.
 The waterhole is registered as an Aboriginal 
heritage site.
 “I feel proud that this Noongar site 
interpretative art can now be enjoyed by all 
visitors,” NKAC Chairperson Robert Miles 
said.
 “It will be a lovely surprise for people 
walking along the Bilya Walk Track.”
 Traditional Noongar families were regular 
visitors to the permanent waterhole in pre-
colonial times according to the availability 
of local bush food that could be gathered and 
hunted across the Avon Valley’s six bonar 
(annual seasons).
 Their diet included kangaroos, possums, 
ducks, turtles, fish, frogs and jilgies (small 
freshwater crayfish), and grasses and seeds 
for grinding into flour and medicinal use.
 After food gathering, cooking and daytime 

Smoking ceremony celebrates waterhole as traditional meeting place

THE SHIRE of Toodyay has been awarded 
a $462,600 State grant to help further reduce 
the risk of bushfire.
 A total of 62 risk-mitigation activities will 
be carried out in the shire.
 Tenders closed on August 4 and work is 

Shire awarded more State Government funding to help reduce Toodyay bushfire risk

Noongar cultural adviser Rodney Garlett conducts a smoking ceremony at Toodyay’s new Redbank Pool cultural display. 

Continued from Page 1.
“IN A BROAD sense, the council has 
formulated its position,” Ms Haslehurst said.
 It would go to a special council meeting 
for final approval on Tuesday August 11.
 A 21-day State Government deadline was  
to expire on Monday August 10 but the shire 
sought an extension to Friday August 14 to 
accommodate the special council meeting.
 The draft was also likely to be discussed 
on Wednesday August 5 when WA Local 
Government Minister David Templeman 
was due to visit Toodyay to meet councillors 
and senior staff at the invitation of Shire 
President Rosemary Madacsi.
 It is understood former shire CEO Stan 
Scott – who moved to York last year – was 
also sent a copy of the inquiry draft report 
and is expected to respond independently.
 The latest move follows a year-long 
inquiry by three Perth investigators into shire 

cultural activities, small extended family 
groups would move back to a main camp a 
safe distance from the pool.
 Redbank is also a significant Waugal 
(serpent snake) mythological site.
 The Toodyay Valley has spiritual importance 
as a course travelled by the Waugal when 
making its way from Bolgart along various 

waterways, including Toodyay Brook and 
Redbank Pool, to Northam’s Burlong Pool 
during the hottest seasons of Birak and 
Bunuru.
 The Gya Ngoop Keeninyara Dancers 
(pronounced Jaa-ngoop, meaning one or first 
blood) performed a cultural dance for invited 
guests after the opening speeches.

 The Kobori (or Keeninyarra) is part of an 
ancient dance authentic to this area and was 
led by Trevor Stack.
 NKAC Heritage Project Coordinator, Helen 
Shanks said the group was planning its next 
Noongar interpretive project “Gnulla Boodja, 
our country” at Pelham Reserve, overlooking 
the Toodyay townsite.

the shire current for community needs.
 So, what is happening since the budget? 
Consistency is being applied and a sound 
spring clean is taking place.
 There is a strong focus on efficiency and 
consistency, with financial management top 
of the list.
 We are focused on a future 4.5 per cent 
per annum rate increase assessed as required 
to return our affairs to a healthy level. This 
occurred because council budgeted 2.5 
per cent to cover future expenditure but 
rates have not been raised this year and 
concessions have been applied. 
 The result is that this year’s rates levied are 
lower than last year.
  To return asset and operating surplus 
ratios to the recommended level in 10 years, 
if we don’t reduce costs further or increase 
income, 4.5 per cent is needed to return our 
finances to a healthy level. Watch this space.

operations and affairs over seven years.
 The inquiry was called to investigate 
“reasonable suspicion” that the shire may 
have breached local government laws.
 It followed departmental criticism of Mr 
Scott in an official letter that he sought 
to withhold from councillors, prompting 
the heated resignation of newly elected 
councillor Di Granger in March 2018 amid 
allegations of bullying.
 That incident – including a scathing email 
Mr Scott sent to former Cr Granger on a 
Saturday afternoon – is part of the inquiry.
 Other matters investigated included the 
loss of more than $550,000 in a failed legal 
action against two former civic leaders, 
other botched shire prosecutions that cost 
ratepayers tens of thousands of dollars, 
declarations of interest by elected members,  
unlawful rates that had to be quashed by a 
State tribunal, “the culture within the shire” 

and “any other matter that comes to the 
person’s attention during the inquiry”.
 The three investigators spent most of 
last year interviewing Toodyay ratepayers, 
examining shire records and questioning 
staff and councillors.
 Ms Haslehurst said local government 
officials would examine the shire’s response 
to the draft report to decide if any changes 
should be made before sending it to the 
department’s Director General.
 A final report would then go to the Minister 
to table in State Parliament.
 Parliament is due to sit for three weeks 
next month, two weeks in October and three 
weeks in November.
 Ms Haslehurst said it was likely that the 
final public report would also be placed on 
the shire website.
 “My approach is to be as open and 
transparent as possible,” she said.

Special council meeting called over inquiry report

due to start next month on shire-managed 
Crown land, including road verges.
 It follows State-funded fire mitigation work 
worth $1.1 million on 115 treatments last 
financial year.
 The new work will reduce fuel loads in 

reserves, remove invasive grasses and weeds, 
and build and improve fire access tracks.
 Toodyay Shire President Rosemary 
Madacsi said the shire would do as much 
as possible to avoid creating disturbance to 
residents.

 “The end result will make living in 
Toodyay not only safer but provide our 
community with enhanced access to enjoy 
the reserves and their surrounds,” she said.
 “Private landholders are reminded to be 
prepared for the upcoming fire season.”
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Continued from Page 4
LETTERS

Toodyay Progress Association
Brian Foley, Chairman

THE ASSOCIATION organised a ‘meet 
the candidates’ evening last month where a 
large number of ratepayers was introduced 
to people contesting a council vacancy 
created by former shire president Bill 
Manning’s move to Tasmania last April.
 All three were grilled by the audience 
and provided detailed answers.
 By the time you read this, one will 
have won the right to represent all 
Toodyay ratepayers and the association 
congratulates that person in advance.
 Members recently met new Shire CEO 
Suzie Hazlehurst to explain why the 
association was formed and why it called 
for the current State Government inquiry 
into the shire and its council.
 We explained how the association 
offered to work with the council and that 
our approaches were always rebuffed.
 This offer still stands and we now believe 
that the association will be included where 
possible.
 A number of our questions were answered 
at last month’s ordinary council meeting.
 The community bus purchase was 
delayed indefinitely and a new low-flow 

public water supply standpipe on Toodyay 
Road at the Northam turn-off will be 
completed this financial year.
 Most of the shire’s State-funded fire 
mitigation work has been completed and 
there were no payments for future work.
 Tenders have been received for a 
contractor to manage the now officially 
named Toodyay Recreation Centre and it is 
hoped that the successful bidder will allow 
it to run at a minimal cost to the shire.
 Our request for a copy of the tender 
document to better understand the logistics 
of running the centre was declined.
 A decision on the destruction of a section 
of the heritage-listed Catholic Precinct 
was delayed until later this month at the 
request of WA Culture and the Arts, Local 
Government and Heritage Minister David 
Templeman.
 Mr Templeman was due to visit Toodyay 
on Wednesday August 5 to inspect the 
development site near the corner of Stirling 
Terrace and Goomalling Road.
 As always, we point out that we are a 
not-for-profit, volunteer advocacy group 
that has not and will not run, support or 
endorse elected candidates for the council 
of the Shire of Toodyay.

Candidates grilled for 
council election

Ol’ Blind Joe beats Murdoch
I’M A BIG fan of Ol’ Blind Joe because his 
facts and humour give you a chance to look at 
the world’s events in a different light, which 
must be appreciated by many.
 So, my advice to last month’s Herald letter 
writer, Paul Michael, is to avoid getting over 
excited.
 I avoid Murdoch media (The Australian, Sky 
News, news.com.au, Foxtel, etc.) for not asking 
politicians important questions and going off 
subject and sensationalising the trivial. So, I 
don’t watch or read their news.
 As for capitalism verses socialism, society is 
about taking the best of both.
 Unfortunately, the present system favours big 
business and the rich over the poor at the cost 
of the environment and climate.
 It has also resulted in Australian Aboriginal 
heritage being destroyed.
 Recently, 83 millionaires from seven 
countries signed a petition to tax the wealthy 
to make a fairer system – that alone says 
something.

Ron Pyle
Toodyay

Wood Samaritan
AFTER collecting firewood in my front 
paddock and struggling to load some heavy 
bits onto a ute, I went inside for a coffee 
before unloading.

Spectacular response
CONGRATULATIONS and thank you all 
for a ‘spectacular’ response to the call for 
all your old specs.
 You can be assured that they have gone 
to a prison where inmates are trained to 
repair and re-assemble spectacles that are 
provided to organisations such as the Fred 
Hollows Foundation and Barefoot Surgeon 
to help people in Third World countries.

Patricia de Soto Phillips
Toodyay

 The dogs started barking so I went 
outside and saw a ute at the front gate and 
a man walking down the driveway.
 He asked if I had been in the front yard 
loading wood on my ute a while ago.
 I said I had, and then he said he had 
driven past and seen me, so he went out 
and cut a load of wood.
 He asked if he could bring it in.
 I was overwhelmed.
 He introduced himself as Dave and 
neatly stacked the wood, offering to cut it 
into smaller pieces.
 All I could say was “thank you”, which 
seemed so inadequate.
 ‘Thank you Dave, for being such a warm 
and caring person.’

Helen (surname supplied)
Toodyay

Toodyay Herald online: www.toodyayherald.com.au

Save Perth Hills
Debra Bishop

AFTER 26 years, the Anglican Church’s 
plan to build a town site for thousands of 
people in bushfire prone North Stoneville has 
been refused by the State’s highest planning 
authority, the WA Planning Commission 
(WAPC).
 In a landmark decision on July 14, the 
WAPC ruled that the plan, presented by 
Satterley Property Group, failed to comply 
with State Planning Policy for Bushfire 
Prone Regions.
 Stoneville has had three major bushfires 
– 2003, 2008 and 2014 losing a total of 60 
homes.
 Community group, Save Perth Hills, which 
has fought plans to develop the 555ha site 
since the 1990s described the decision as 
monumental and one which opened the 
door for a Hills Protection Act to create a 
future based around environment and safer 
communities.
 “Over the past 19 months, our community 
has said they want a different direction 
to dangerous and destructive template 
urbanisation of the Hills,” Save Perth Hills’ 
Chair, Paige McNeil, said.
 “The WAPC refusal  supports  our 
community’s position that a town site of 
1350 suburban-style houses for more than 
4000 people, inside an Extreme Bushfire 
Zone, is not appropriate for the Hills.
 “Extensive widening of our rural roads, 
involving private land resumptions, would’ve 
been needed to accommodate 11,200 extra 
traffic movements every day through 
Stoneville, along with destruction of more 
than 200ha of forest and vegetation,” Ms 
McNeil said.
 The WAPC received 232 deputations 
from community members, opposing 
North Stoneville. Satterley’s was the only 
deputation in favour.
 In January 2019, Mundaring Shire Council 

received 957 public submissions when 
Satterley’s plan was released, with the 
majority overwhelmingly opposed.
 “We say categorically, it would be utterly 
shameful for Satterley, on behalf of the 
Anglican Church, to appeal this decision,” 
Ms McNeil said.
 “If an appeal is launched, we’ll call on 
Planning Minister, Rita Saffioti, to step in 
and stop this once and for all.”
 In a statement, Satterley CEO, Nigel 
Satterley, said the refusal was surprising and 
disappointing and that the company would 
carefully consider all options.
 At the time of going print, no decision had 
been made about an appeal.
 Save Perth Hills and Mundaring Shire 
have applied to the WAPC to rezone North 
Stoneville back to rural.
 Save Perth Hills says it’s time for 
Mundaring Shire to review its Planning 
Framework, with a view to protecting Perth’s 
Hills, like Adelaide’s Hills.
 “Reviewing the Planning Framework will 
help to develop an exciting and appropriate 
growth strategy that positions the Hills for 
a future that respects and showcases our 
unique environment, history and culture, 
aligned with community safety,” Ms McNeil 
said.

Fire danger douses North 
Stoneville development

Save Perth Hills’ supporters banner outside WA Planning Commission headquarters on 
July 14. Photo: Desire Mallet.

THE SHIRE of Northam has issued an 
approval for the development of a smaller-
format Bunnings store at the former Mitre10 
site in Peel Terrace, Northam.
 The s tore is  expected to employ 
approximately 40 team members.
 Work on the site will commence soon and 
the store is expected to open towards the end 
of the year.

New Bunnings 
for Northam
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Toodyay Agricultural Alliance
Frank Panizza

BELOW-average rainfall has continued into 
winter throughout WA, with the South Coast 
being particularly hard hit.
 Portions of the south east WA’s grain 
belt are currently the “lowest on record” 
according to a map recently released by the 
Bureau of Meteorology.
 Rainfall in Toodyay for July was well-
below average with the official recording 
being just over 30mm for the month.
 The average for July at Toodyay East, now 
the official site, is about 90mm.
 Bureau of Meteorology spokesman, Neil 
Bennett, was recently quoted as saying, that  
particularly dry towns are Gnowangerup, 
Ravensthorpe, Salmon Gums, Grass Patch 
and Scadden.
 When asked directly if climate change 
was the reason for the weather the region 
is experiencing, Mr Bennett was quoted as 
saying: “One of the reasons for that drying 
trend is an increase in pressures across the 
region.
 “We’re looking at more high-pressure 
systems and fewer low-pressure systems 
and cold fronts and that is a signature of 

Virus affects accuracy 
of weather forecasting

Local farmers’ crops are still looking to be at least average despite low winter rainfall. 
Photo: Frank Panizza.

a warming atmosphere and a signature of 
climate change.”
 A sobering thought for many on the land, 
both farmers and regional communities alike.
 Despite the well-below average rainfall 
for autumn and early winter, local crops are 
looking good.
 Part of the reason for this, is there has not 
been any water logging from the usual heavy 
downpours that can occur in June and July.
 Most crops are now established using ‘no 
tillage’ seeding methods which remove the 
need for cultivation which dries soil out.
 The weeds that were once needed to be 
controlled by ploughing or scarifying now 
are controlled by modern herbicides.
 Livestock producers report that lambing 
percentages this year are about average.
 Sheep values are still very strong, with 
values for all classes near record highs.
 Wool prices have settled lower compared 
with last year, believed to be as a result of a 
slowdown in demand from China, Australia’s 
biggest wool buyer.
 Grain prices have also settled lower 
compared with last year.
 The fall in grain prices is at least partially 
attributable to the Eastern States, particularly 
New South Wales which is having a good 

winter growing season.
 This is much to the relief of drought-
affected farmers, although some areas are 
still drought declared.
 A curious side effect of Covid-19 has 
been the marked deterioration in weather 
forecasting, particularly longer-range 
forecasts.

 A massive amount of data is automatically 
collected by aircraft, particularly over ocean 
areas, which is used to generate computer-
based forecast models.
 With aircraft activity reduced to below 
5 per cent of pre-Covid-19 levels, reliable 
data is missing, leading to poor forecasting 
accuracy.

Toodyay Agricultural Society
Alison Wroth

IN NORMAL circumstances, the committee 
would be sticking closely to our timeline in 
organising the annual Toodyay Agricultural 
Show.
 At this stage, our Show Schedule would 
be close to being printed and could already 
be online. Ground space and trade displays 
would slowly be filling up the ovals and the 
entertainment could nearly be fully booked.
 Normally, I would have all judges 
confirmed, as would the Equestrian 
Coordinator.
 My section stewards would be cruising 
toward the usual stewards’ meeting in 
September for a casual reminder of what to 
expect on judging days and especially Show 
day.
 In the lead up, there would be no stress and 
no worry – apart from wondering what the 
weather would be like.
 As we have done it so many times, it is all 
second nature to bring together the Show.

Toodyay Farmers Market
Sue Wakka

IT’S GREAT to be back. The weather was 
kind putting on a beautiful day even if it was 
a little chilly to start with.

AN APP that aims to improve animal 
welfare and supply chain communication 
by tracking livestock trucks from paddock 
to destination is being developed with 
the support of a $930,000 Australian 
Government grant.
 Direct Livestock Pty Ltd’s TruckTracker 
app is one of 16 projects to share in the 
$4 million Traceability Grants Program 
funding.
  The mobile and web app will initially 
focus on the beef supply chain and will 
enable the sharing of location information 
with the buyer, seller and transport 
company in real-time. 
 It can also be adapted to suit other 
livestock industries and the grain and 
fodder industries.
 The Traceability Grants Program is part 
of the Modernising Agricultural Trade 
agenda announced by the Australian 
Government to support the target of a $100 
billion agricultural sector by 2030.
 For information on the grants visit 
agriculture.gov.au/market-access-trade-
tracability.

Show quiz to replace postponed event
 This year however, is poles apart from 
what our well-organised committee usually 
experiences.
 The changing circumstances have made it 
chaotic.
 There was nearly more stress this year, with 
having to cancel the Show, and the issues that 
came with that, than organising the event.
 A few people in town are asking if the 
Show remains cancelled or if it will now go 
ahead?
 Well to confirm, the Toodyay Agricultural 
Show is postponed for this year and we 
are looking forward, more than ever, to an 
incredible event in 2021.
 Possibly some locals thought our Show 
would go head after the Royal Agricultural 
Society (RAS) announced the 2020 Perth 
Royal Show would go ahead.
 Basically, the RAS has insurance that 
covers a pandemic, a huge benefit. So, with 
the assistance of the WA government the 
RAS will hold an event which will have a real 
community vibe, celebrating the achievement 
of farmers, farming communities, regional 

shows and all industry sectors that due to 
Covid-19 have suffered and need support.
 Our best wishes go to the RAS and any 
regional show that is still going to organise 
an event at this time.
 Our fundraising to date for next year’s 
Show has been so well-supported by the 
community and visitors and our heartfelt 
thanks go to you all who bought a raffle ticket 
or simply made a small donation so we can 
endeavour to put on an agricultural Show 
that is really worth celebrating next year.
 Our thanks also go to our Platinum 
Sponsor, Makit Toodyay Hardware and 
Farm, and our Major Sponsor Toodyay and 
Districts Bendigo Community Bank for 
once again showing fantastic support for our 
society in this difficult year.
 Due to their financial backing and incentive, 
we can all look ahead to a wonderful 167th 
Toodyay Agricultural Show next year.
 Our big quiz night will be held on Saturday 
October 10 which would ordinarily be Show 
day.
 The quiz will be held in the Sports Pavilion 
on the Toodyay Showgrounds, from 6pm 
until late.
 A bar will be operating; there will be 
games; a silent auction; and a quiz night to 
bring the house down.
 So, get your tables together now, with 
social distancing restrictions I believe it will 
be eight to a table at $10 per head.
 We are having a competition for Dress 
Like a Farmer with an excellent prize – CBH 
thinking caps on everybody.
 And remember, you don’t have to have a bit 
of agricultural farming blood in your veins, 
just come and enjoy the night.

Truck tracker  
traces livestock

From Persian treats to joeys –  
our markets have the lot

Marsupial Mammas and Pappas brought  
rescued joeys which were a hit with visitors.

 Visitors to the markets had plenty to see 
and do, from enjoying a coffee, to listening 
to great music, cuddling a joey or grabbing 
some vegetables or seedlings.
 Warming up with a woolly hat, tasting nice 
wines and delectable Persian treats, getting 
some yummy honey or jam, not forgetting 
the great gift lines in ceramics, quilts, wood, 
bags and leather goods.  There was so much 
to see and do.
 There was food to warm the tummy – soup, 
a sausage sizzle and burger stalls, all manned 
by locals raising funds for their community 
groups. Thanks Toodyay Junior Football and 
Toodyay Locals Care.
 An appearance by local groups such as 
Marsupial Mammas and Pappas, Toodyay 
RSL Sub-Branch and of course the Toodyay 
shire members who are regulars, provided 
visitors with the opportunity to have a chat.
 If you popped into the shire stall you 
would have met our new shire CEO, 
Suzie Haslehurst who we welcome to our 
wonderful town.
 Thank you to all visitors, stallholders 
and volunteers for attending and following 
Covid-19 directives. We greatly appreciate 
it.
 Again, thanks to all and especially the Shire 
of Toodyay for their ongoing support of these 
great markets.
 See you next month on market day, Sunday 
August 16.
 If you would like to get involved please 
email toodyayfarmersmarket@gmail.com/.

mailto:toodyayfarmersmarket@gmail.com
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*CONDITIONS APPLY

NEW AT STIRLING TERRACE!

Bejoording Community Group News
From the desk of The Badger

EVERY year a caravan convoy of 2WD, 4WD 
and All-WD vehicles leaves Bejoording for 
a fun camping weekend.
 Never mind the weather, even if it was 
cold and wet at the beginning, the intrepid 
ne’er-say-die attitude of Bejoordians ensured 
a fun time was had by all.
 They must have had a good time because 
only one of the people I asked could 
remember where they went.
 “Beyond Wubin,” one said, and another 
came up with the unlikely name of Camel 
Soak.
 If you didn’t know, it really does exist and 
to me it sounds like the bush equivalent of 
Dog Swamp.
 Anyway, the weather dried up for them and 
the whole weekend was rated a great success.
 Thanks to Kimbo for organising everything.
 All else is well up here in the outer reaches 
of the shire.
 None of our FIFOs or business travellers 
have shown any symptoms of Covid-19, 
although it had to be pointed out to one 
panicking resident that a sinus attack Bolgart News

Pam McGill

BOLGART Hotel had The YorkTones Trio 
providing live music over the weekend of 
July 19 and 20.
 A great crowd enjoyed the music, the 
delicious meals, and some even had their 
dancing shoes on getting into some rock and 
roll.
 A mobile wood-fired pizza oven provided 
by Richard Walker was a highlight of the 
weekend, and publicans Wendy Stevenson 
and Craig Wilkins made the pizzas which 
Richard cooked on the Sunday.
 Thirty-nine caravans from the Bi-Tone 
West Coast Club arrived in Bolgart on July 
2 and stayed on until July 5.
 It was the club’s second visit to Bolgart 
and they all enjoyed their stay immensely. 
“We’ll be back,” they assured us.
 Many thanks to all the volunteers who 
turned up to help clear and clean the old 
ambulance shed which will be used for 
fundraising events to benefit the local 
community.
 The facility will provide a venue where 
local craftspeople can display, advertise and 
sell locally made products and gifts.
 Happy birthday to Doris Martin, Monica 
Lee, Kathleen Tree and Malcolm Palmer who 
recently celebrated their birthdays.

Men’s golf results
TWENTY-NINE pairs played the Bolgart 
4BBB tournament in fantastic weather on 
July 11.
 The day was sponsored by Kevin, Merle 
and Darren Manuel from Rural Property 
Professionals.
 Winners were Brett (Cadji) Watson 

COMMUNITY groups and organisations 
can apply for Lotterywest grants to help 
rebuild and restore crucial services impacted 
by Covid-19.
 There are two streams under which 
applications can be made: Supporting the 
Most Vulnerable and, Building Community.
 For details on the Lotterywest Covid-19 
Relief Fund visit lotterywest.wa.gov.au/ 
grants/grant-opportunities.

Memorable holiday that few 
could remember

Campers settle in at sundown during this year’s trip to the bush.

combined with a bad hangover wasn’t the 
real thing.
 As predicted, the rainfall is already 
showing up the pathetic gravelling of our 
side-road entrances with bare patches 
through to the underlying sand and dirt 
showing in places.
 After a sojourn in the big smoke related 
to employment needs, we are pleased to 
welcome Barb and Tony Jamieson back to 
Bejoording.
 Their cheerful approach to life is always 
appreciated.
 Your monthly reminder: We meet every 
Wednesday evening (except in January) at 
the Bejoording Community Centre which 
shares premises with the local volunteer bush 
fire brigade in Bejoording Road.
 Come along from 6pm and leave when it 
suits you.
 It’s strictly ‘come as you are’ casual, kids 
are welcome, and there are fun events every 
month.
 If you aren’t yet a member, we’d love to 
get to know you.
 If you want to know more you can contact 
President Barry Grey on 0428 742 149, or 
call The Badger on 0414 250 484.
 Hope to see you soon.

Wood-fired pizzas hit the 
spot as Bolgart rocks

Busy bee workers at the old ambulance shed (from left) Sue Watson, Jacqui Graham, 
Stephanie Penn, Barbara Mottershaw, Stephen Babb with Malcolm Palmer (Chopper) in 
the wheelbarrow.

Bi-Tone West Coast Caravan Club enjoyed their four-day visit to Bolgart.

Ludemann Cup sponsor Geoff Ludemann 
(left) presents the trophy to winner David 
Watson from Goomalling.

(Bolgart) and Steve Della Marta (Marri 
Park). This result makes it back-to-back wins 
for the pair.
 On July 12 a field of 42 golfers played in 
the 27-hole Ludemann Cup Stableford event.
 The nett winner was David Watson 
(Goomalling) 57 points, runner up, Beau 
Mete (Bolgart) 54 points and, third Callen 
Syred (Bolgart) 53 points.
 Gross winner was Dan Negus (Northam), 
57 gross.
 Tom Burton (Marri Park) scored 23 points 
in the morning round and in the afternoon, 
Justin Edmonds had 36 points.

Community groups offered Covid-19 relief grants
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Rockingham Photography Club
Thelma Murphy

ROCKINGHAM Photography Club members 
travelled to Toodyay on July 26 for their first 
outing since the Covid-19 pandemic travel 
restrictions were lifted.
 The club’s monthly competition topic being 
Days of Old; the historic town of Toodyay was 
thought to be the perfect destination for a day 
of photography.
 Club members had an early morning start, 
meeting at Noble Falls and then travelling 
via Lovers Lane to photograph an abandoned 
farmhouse before arriving in Toodyay, where 
they began the photography walk through the 
town from Connor’s Mill.
 Toodyay Cultural Heritage Officer Margie 
Eberle had organised for members of the 
Toodyay Historical Society to be models for the 
photography club.

Seaside happy snappers head to historic Toodyay

Toodyay Historical Society members at Connor’s Mill. From left: Jenny Edgecombe, Bob 
Sutcliffe, Beth Frayne, Greg Warburton alias Moondyne Joe, and Milton and Faye Baxter. 
Photo: Thelma Murphy.

Storm clouds provide a dramatic background for Ringa Bridge at Coorinja Winery. Photo:Pete LeScelle.

 Dressed in period costume, with the 
stunning Connor’s Mill as the backdrop, Jenny 
Edgecombe, Bob Sutcliffe, Beth Frayne, Greg 
Warburton, Milton Baxter and Faye Baxter 
provided an amazing opportunity to capture 
Days of Old photographs.
 Members spent time wandering the main street 
among the lovely old buildings before meeting 
at Duidgee Park for lunch.
 The museum precinct was the next area to 
photograph, with the well-preserved Old Court 
House, Old Newcastle Gaol Museum and Police 
Stables to visit. The afternoon passed very 
quickly.
 “It’s a credit to the shire council and the 
residents of Toodyay that they have maintained 
these buildings to such a high standard and 
continue to improve this museum area so many 
of us can enjoy them, as our club is doing today,” 
club president Bruce Fraser said.
 The final destination was Coorinja Winery 

St Saviour’s Anglican Church
Robyn Taylor

THIS little gem of a church was consecrated on 7 
May 1862 by the Lord Bishop of Perth, Mathew 
Blagden Hale two days before he performed a 
similar service for St Stephen’s Anglican Church 
at Newcastle (now Toodyay).
 At the time, St Saviour’s was in the district of 
Toodyay but now it’s part of the Northam parish 
and is its oldest-surviving church.
 One acre of land for the church and graveyard 
was donated by Samuel Waterman Viveash from 
his Katrine property.
 Members of his family are well represented in 

1862 stone church a little gem

Toodyay Historical Society
Robyn Taylor

OUR EXCURSION on June 28, the first since 
all events were cancelled in March, was held at 
the delightful St Saviour’s Anglican Church at 
Katrine (see article above).
 How wonderful it was to be able to go out and 
enjoy the company of others.
 At our July AGM we welcomed our former 
treasurer and new president Linda Rooney who 
brings a fresh face and energy to the position.
 Recycling is good when it comes to looking 
after the environment but for just a bit too long, 
we have been recycling our presidents.
 Our hearty thanks were given to Len Leeder 
who kindly stepped into the role during the past 
year.
 Also, congratulations for his recent notification 
from the St John Ambulance headquarters in 
Canberra of his promotion within the order to 
the position of Officer in recognition of his 64 
years of service.
 Len and Lois will be leaving Toodyay. They 

St Saviour’s Anglican Church at Katrine. 
Photo: Robyn Taylor.

the small graveyard.
 Local farmers, John Taylor Cooke, Abraham 
W Morgan and James Wilkerson contracted John 
Sewell of Egoline to build the church.
 Unlike St Stephen’s which is built of brick, 
St Saviour’s is constructed with stone quarried 
from Noondenning Hill.
 The stone was carried across the Avon river 
using ticket-of-leave men and Chinese labour.
 An intriguing aspect of the design of St 
Saviour’s is the grand entrance stairway leading 
up to the church porch.
 Apparently, the stairway and porch were added 
in 1909.
 Inside, beautiful stained and etched glass 
windows are featured which are of the same 
vintage as St Stephen’s.
 Above the altar the windows feature the first 
and last letters of the Greek alphabet, Alpha and 
Omega representing Jesus and God “I am the 
Beginning and the End”.
 Outside, the oldest marked grave belongs to 
Lieutenant Frederick Slade RN (1797-1850) and 
his wife Jane, both of nearby Glenavon (Glen 
Avon).
 Slade had been buried at Glenavon in 1850 
(not 1849 as depicted on his gravestone) and 
reburied at Katrine after the church was built.
 He was Toodyay’s third Resident Magistrate.
 Time stands still at Katrine. It isn’t hard to 
imagine the horses and buggies that once filled 
the spacious grounds and the chatter and gossip 
following the Sunday service.
 The above article is based on research 
undertaken by Beth Frayne, and Rica Erickson’s 
book Old Toodyay and Newcastle (1974).

where the remains of an old railway bridge are 
located.
 Storm clouds were beginning to form providing 
a fantastic background to the imposing wooden 
construction.

 It was a very creative day enjoyed by  members 
and we are grateful to the members of the 
Toodyay Historical Society and Margie Eberle 
for enhancing the experience and providing us 
with spectacular photographic memories.

have been great contributors to this town for 
many years and we wish them all the very best.
 Our street raffle outside the IGA will be on 
Friday and Saturday, August 14 and 15. A roster 
will be circulated.
 The end-of-month excursion to Cunderdin is 
on Sunday August 30.
 Either meet at Drummond House at 9am for 
carpool, or at the Cunderdin Museum at 10am. 
Bring morning tea and lunch.
 Our next general meeting takes place on 
Wednesday August 19 from 7pm in St Stephen’s 
Anglican Church hall.
 Donegan’s Cottage remains closed to the 
public, but Drummond House is now open 
between 10am to noon in accordance with safety 
measures.
 Contacts: secretary.2j.ths@gmail.com, Robyn 
Taylor, rdtaylor@iinet.net.au, phone 9574 2578 
or, Beth Frayne, toobide4@iinet.net.au, 9574 
5971. Write to PO 32 Toodyay WA 6566 or visit 
toodyayhistorical society.org.au/.
 Membership is $15 per annum.

Post-virus outing a breath 
of fresh-air freedom

mailto:secretary.2j.ths@gmail.com
mailto:rdtaylor@iinet.net.au
mailto:toobide4@iinet.net.au
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2J2AIR Community Radio
Bethan Lloyd

WE ARE looking for new members and 
supporters for the community radio and 
hopefully a few new faces to help us on the 
committee.
 If you have an interest in community radio 
and would like to get involved, please contact 
us at 2j2air@gmail.com.
 Use the same email if you would like to put 
your community event information on air or 
take up one of our sponsorship packages to 
advertise your business.
 What’s new? Well, we have some health 
information on air about finding cancer 
early and also important news about the 
LiveLighter campaign for healthy eating so 
listen out for those announcements.
 The most exciting news is that soon we 
will be going online, so all those who are 
blocked from receiving our signal because 
of the surrounding hills will now be able to 
tune in.
 This should happen by mid-August.
 Please let us know if you are listening to 
us by contacting us on Facebook or go to 
our website to find out how you can submit 
a program idea.

Program guide
MONDAYS: 11am The Green Hour; 1pm 
Swooners and Crooners and 2pm Jazz.
 Tuesdays: 8pm Hooked on Classicals.
 Wednesdays: 11am The Green Hour 
(repeat); 8pm Wide World of Folk and 9pm 
Blues.
 Thursdays: Noon Wide World of Folk 
(repeat).
 Fridays: 11am The Green Hour (repeat); 
7pm Ready 4 Country; 8pm Ready 4 Retro, 
and, 9pm Ready 2 Rock.
 Saturdays: Noon Country (old) and 1pm 
Country (new).
 Sundays: 9am Hooked on Classicals 
(repeat); noon Ready 4 Country (repeat); 
8pm Swooners and Crooners (repeat) and 
9pm Jazz.
 Daily 10am and 3pm What’s On in Toodyay 
community information.

RSL Toodyay Sub-Branch
Heather Brennan

LAST year’s Sandakan Scholarship recipients, 
Amy Duckworth and Matilda Lyne, along with 
a parent, received their Sandakan shirts on July 
17 at Toodyay Memorial Hall.
 Our RSL Toodyay Sub-Branch has been 
involved in this project since 2008 and in that 
time we have sent 15 students to Borneo on 
Anzac Day to commemorate the passing of 
the four sons of Toodyay who lost their lives 
on the infamous Sandakan Death March.
 On the Burma Railway one in three perished, 
on the Sandakan marches only six out of 2500 
came home.
 The shirt presentation would normally be 
held earlier in the year with the successful 

recipients heading off in April.
 However, due to Covid-19 the girls are now 
scheduled to undertake the journey next year.
 We would like to thank the recipients and 
their families for their understanding of the 
postponement and to also acknowledge the 
tremendous support from our sponsors without 
whom this scholarship would not exist.
 Our sub-branch appreciates the community’s 
wonderful support at the Farmer’s Market last 
month; it was delightful catching up with our 
friendly Toodyay community.
 So many of our members were able to drop 
by and it was fantastic to see you all again, 
along with our town folk and visitors to our 
town who were all so very supportive.
 We thank each and every person who visited 
our stall and a special thank you to Toodyay 

Shire President Rosemary Madacsi who has 
shown her interest and support in us obtaining 
our new headquarters in Clinton Street.
 Once again we were surprised and saddened 
to hear a veteran tell us he didn’t think he could 
join the RSL because he hadn’t served overseas 
on operations – this is not the case. We look 
forward to welcoming this new member with 
open arms.
 Service and ex-service personnel and their 
immediate family – we are actively looking 
for you as you are the reason we exist.
 Even if you are unsure if you would like to 
join the RSL there are still services available 
to you.
 Our secretary is contactable via email at 
toodyayrsl@gmail.com or on 0408 284 852.
 Our advocacy services in Northam returned 
at the end of last month.
 As before, they will be held on the last 
Wednesday of the month at 1000 hours. Ring 
Geoff Brown 0458 411 648 for an appointment.
 A Vietnam Veterans’ Day commemorative 
service will be held this month, on Tuesday 
August 18 at Anzac Memorial Park commencing 
at 1100 hours. Please note this is a Tuesday.
 Take care of each other and stay safe.

Toodyay Miniature Railway
Vern Witney

AFTER our AGM on July 19 things 
remain much the same, except for one very 
important change.
 Gordon Scott is now the secretary with 
help from his wife, Michelle.
 This allows Vern Witney to merge into 
the background after 19 years of active 
service.
 You may see him working in the railway 
station garden trying to maintain healthy 
growth in the garden next to a large 
Swamp Gum and Sheoak tree.
 This situation is one of unfair competition 
between the trees and smaller plants, so 
you will notice the plants there are ‘tough’ 
varieties such as Gazanias, Lavender and 
Rosemary.
 The trains are running again with some 
attention paid to social distancing.
 This means we don’t take full train loads 
and there are sometimes a few people 
waiting patiently for a ride.
 Now it’s time for a joke. A customer 
asked the railway clerk for a sleeping 
berth. “Certainly sir,” said the clerk, 
“Upper or lower?”
 “What’s the difference?” queried the 
customer.
 “Well, quite a few shillings on this train,” 
the clerk said.
 “The lower is higher than the upper – the 
higher price is for the lower.
 “If you want it lower, you’ll have to go 
higher – we sell the upper lower than the 
lower.
 “In other words, it’s higher for the lower.
 “Most people don’t like the upper, 
though it’s lower on account of it being 
higher.
 “When you occupy an upper, you see, 
you have to get up to go to bed and get 
down when you get up, so you can have 
the lower if you pay higher.
 “The upper is lower than the lower, 
simply because it’s higher – so if you are 
willing to go higher, it’ll be lower.
 “Water please, somebody – this 
gentleman has fainted.”

Volunteers of Toodyay Museums
Barry Keens

FRESH paint, fresh displays and the Old Gaol 
Museum is open every day from 10am to 3pm; 
last admissions 2.45pm as sanitising takes place 
after 3pm.
 The volunteers are happy to be back doing 
what they do best now that Covid-19 restrictions 

have been relaxed.
 It’s also great to be back at the Farmers 
Market selling shingles, bells, etc.. Thank you 
for your support.
 The funds we have raised have been used 
to provide a new seat near the Duke Street 
Footbridge which is about halfway along the 
new Convict Walk Trail.
 We are now working on our next project.
 See you soon.

Sandakan scholarship visit postponed to 2021

From left: Carolynne Haigh, Nuala Ennis, Dr Michael McGuinness, Kirsten Barrack, Bel Rowe, Toodyay Shire President Rosemary 
Madacsi, Cherie Harrington, Matilda Lyne (recipient), Simon Harrington, Amy Duckworth (recipient), John Duckworth and Toodyay RSL 
Sub-Branch President Peter Brennan.

Take a seat in Duke Street

The new seat near the Duke Street Footbridge.

Trains back 
on track

Toodyay 
radio heading 

on line

mailto:2j2air@gmail.com
mailto:toodyayrsl@gmail.com
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Community groups urged to sign on when using hall
Country Women’s Association
Elizabeth Mansom

LAST month we celebrated our 93rd birthday 
with a luscious lunch before the meeting.
 Thanks to Ev, we were able to choose 
between two cakes, a fruit and a sponge. 
Well, at 93, two cakes are the least we can 
expect.
 Everyone brought a small gift and each 
person was given a ticket.
 As their number was drawn, they chose 
from the brightly wrapped parcels piled on 
a table.
 We made sure there were more presents 
than people, so the last person still had a 
choice.
 Next year we intend to go out for our 
birthday so someone else can wash up after 
us.
 Mention must be made of our hook-
wielding member, Dixie, who crochets 
endless rounds of bright colours in blankets.
 Patients at the Northam Hospice snuggle 
into them when sitting for long periods 
receiving treatment.
 Members calling into the hall between 
meetings have reported cigarette butts 
around the back verandah.
 Tins for stubs are available and we would 
appreciate smokers using them.
 As required by law, we have forms near the 

Toodyay Probus Club
Norm Green

TOODYAY Probus Club is due to restart 
next month at the new time of 3pm. So let’s 
hope the Covid-19 situation continues to 
calm down and we don’t have to go into 
hibernation again.
 Meanwhile we are having coffee afternoons 
every second Thursday at 2.30pm at the 
residence of one of our members which helps 
us to keep in touch.
 The next catch up is on Thursday August 
13, with the venue unknown at this stage.
 The idea of an article about one’s club is to 
inform members of anything relevant if they 

Ev (left) and Maxine cut the cakes at the CWA’s 93rd birthday celebration. Photos: Viv Street.

entrance for those entering the hall to record 
their presence.
 In checking groups and dates against 
known users, it is apparent some groups are 
not complying with this requirement.
 The CWA will be held responsible if it is 
found a record is not being kept and, as we 
cannot be present at all times, we rely on 
those entering to assist us by filling in the 
sheets available.
 Forms have been placed next to the large 
container of hand sanitiser to make the 
process as easy as possible.
 We were pleased to welcome David 
Cornforth to our July coffee morning.
 Our president Maxine asked David to 
come and talk to us about phones and 
computers and, more importantly, to answer 
any individual questions about members’ 
particular devices.
 Everyone present reported learning 
something, if only that we’re probably 
technologically smarter than we think and 
there really is no need to feel so intimidated. 
Thank you, David.
 The local CWA meets in the hall in Stirling 
Terrace at 1pm on every fourth Thursday of 
the month.
 There is plenty of parking in Charcoal Lane 
with disabled access at the side of the hall.
 To book the hall please contact Meg Mills 
on 9574 2245

Avon Woodturners
Max J Heath

WELL, quite a busy time at woodturning.
 We have had our AGM and the only 
change is that yours truly has taken over 
from David Doye as convener, with Phil 
Perkins covering secretary/treasurer and 
Terry Hood doing safety officer duties.
 David has done a great job for a number 
of years and although he could have carried 
on, the WA Woodturners Association 
(WAWA), our head body, likes to see a 
change every now and then.
 We have received some not-so-good news 
as one of our members has a melanoma 
problem and has to have quite severe 
surgery; and another member, Ulf Maass, 
has been put into care in Perth.
 Ulf’s wishes were for his woodworking 
equipment to be donated to the Avon 
Woodturners.
 We gratefully accept this but wish we had 

Making music boxes factors 
in sound component

Ulf with us instead of his equipment.
 At long last WAWA workshops have 
started again and the first one was held on 
July 18 and a couple from Avon attended 
a very good workshop.
 Offset turning was the main one on the 
agenda followed by a session on segmented 
bowls.
 The last workshop was on making music 
boxes and the demonstrator was a former 
university lecturer who gave a talk on 
sound and how it affects the making of a 
music box. Quite fascinating.
 Salt and pepper mills seem to be the latest 
challenge at our workshop with a couple 
of members attempting to make these.
 Recently we acquired some fairly big 
pieces of timber, some beautiful Sheoak 
and some Flooded Gum.
 This had to be sawn and stored and will 
be some time before it will be seasoned 
enough for turning – unless done green and 
seasoned which then dries a lot quicker.

Catch-ups over coffee help 
keep Probians in touch

haven’t attended in the past month and to 
describe activities in case any readers would 
be interested in joining.
 There have been several people who have 
joined after reading about us in The Herald.
and we are always looking for new members. 
 It is difficult at present to describe our 
club activities when, apart from the coffee 
get-togethers, there haven’t been any.
 In the recent club newsletter, we published 
some photos of a few past guest speakers 
just to remind ourselves that we do have 
interesting meetings.
 For any enquiries please contact our 
president Joan Bath on 0417 171 606 or 
email joanbath@bigpond.com.

TOODYAY’S unique Moondyne Festival 
faces permanent closure unless it can fill 
three key volunteer management roles for 
next year’s event.
 The popular  annual  tourist  event 
features colonial re-enactments and 19th 
century costumes, and draws hundreds of 
visitors to local shops, caravan parks and 
accommodation providers.
 Closure would cause a big economic loss 
for local traders that depend on tourism 
to survive and help maintain high-quality 
services for local residents throughout the 
rest of the year.
 In order to survive, Toodyay’s Moondyne 
Working Group needs a volunteer coordinator, 
secretary and a person to manage advertising 
and marketing.
 These roles need to be filled as soon as 
possible to start planning and organising 
next year’s event after this year’s Moondyne 
Festival was cancelled due to the Covid-19 
Wheatbelt lockdown in May.
 The seven-member working group operates 
under Toodyay Event Planning Inc., a State-
registered umbrella body that manages 
funding, sponsors and other important 
requirements such as insurance.
 The Moondyne Working Group needs a 
volunteer coordinator to chair meetings, 
guide a team of festival volunteers and 
provide regular event planning updates.
 The position will suit someone with 

good organisational, computer and team 
management skills and be assisted by an 
experienced mentor and dedicated local 
support team.
 A volunteer secretary is needed to record 
minutes at quarterly Toodyay Event Planning 
and Moondyne Working Group meetings, 
monitor letters and emails, and manage 
correspondence.
 A person with event advertising and 
marketing knowledge and/or experience, 
or who is willing to learn, is also urgently 
needed.
 All three working group volunteer positions 
represent rewarding opportunities to make a 
significant contribution to the annual social, 
cultural and heritage life of the Toodyay 
community.
 Volunteers are also needed for costume 
maintenance, record keeping and to help 
organise the street theatre.
 These people are needed to help share tasks 
allocated by the working group and provide 
a pool of volunteers to draw on for particular 
requirements.
 If you are unsure if you have the skills or 
time to help in any of these roles, please at 
least contact us to see if there is a spot for 
you because without your help, there will be 
no more Moondyne Festival in Toodyay.
 To find out more, please call Tanya Stuart 
on 0409 181 404.

Help needed to save Moondyne

mailto:joanbath@bigpond.com
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Ragbags Quilting Group
Kerry Gregory

OVER the past few months I have been 
thumbing through a stack of old quilting and 
patchwork magazines, catching up on some 
very eye-catching designs and reading some 
delightful articles about interesting quilts and 
their quilters.
 A few articles have touched on the topic 
of what is an Australian quilt? This is an 
interesting question.
 There is of course the substantial number 
of excellent quilters who are Australian; 
then consider the amazing range of 
Australian indigenous printed fabrics with 
an unmistakable palette of colour from the 
land, sea and sky, as well as iconic flora and 
fauna depicted on fabric.
 There are a multitude of patterns for 
embroidery and appliqué of our flora and 
fauna and the endless interpretation of these.
 Art quilting, as mentioned last month, has 
seen whole scenes of Australian landscapes 
depicted in fabric.

The Crooked Needle
Jean Melhuish-Hill

IT HAS been great to see the Farmers 
Market back in town where Annette Miller 
showcased some of the crafts that she had 
been working on during the Covid-19 
restrictions.
 Annette produced some beautiful quilted 
runners, crochet hand towels, tea cosies, and 
quilts along with much more.
 The group has also been making gift quilts 
for two of our members.
 Jan Walters looks after our subscriptions, 
sets up our morning tea supplies and since 
the Covid-19 restrictions have lifted, has 
coordinated all the documentation, cleaning 
and distancing regimes so that we could 
recommence our Friday morning group.
 Jan loves travel and has a distinct attraction 
to Paris, so what better gift than a Paris quilt.
 Various members took on different pieces 
of the quilt (design, sewing, quilting and 
hand sewing) and we were able to present it 
to Jan last month.

Toodyay Spinners
Sue Fricker

THE SPINNERS have had their AGM and 
the executive members of the committee 
are president, Michelle Nancarrow; vice-
president, Sue Fricker; secretary, Gail 
Williams; and treasurer, Judy Mackie.
 In July we all suffered a terrible shock 
in hearing that our long-serving member, 
Glynne Bartlett, suddenly passed away.
 Our heartfelt sympathy goes to Allan and 
Glynne’s family at this sad time.
 Glynne was an active club member and 
will be greatly missed by us all.
 Anyone wishing to try out spinning or find 
a place to knit or crochet, is very welcome 
to join us.
 We are a happy jovial group and readily 
invite new members.

Pinning down what makes a 
quintessential Aussie quilt

Kerry Gregory’s Australian flora quilt was made using the disappearing nine patch quilt 
technique.

 I find it hard to define, but I think for me, an 
Australian quilt is just what we all endeavour 
to achieve each time we take some beautiful 
fabric, a pleasing design and sit to sew and 
quilt.
 We see them every year at the different quilt 
displays and our local Toodyay Agricultural 
Show; some quilts are flashy and bright, 
some are quiet and light, but they all display 
patience, perseverance, skill and delight.
 The Covid-19 pandemic cancellation of 
this year’s Show gives us all a chance to 
really put our talents and skills together and 
produce quilts in large numbers to exhibit 
next year without having to rush to complete 
our projects before October.
 Our group of Ragbags Quilters meets on 
the first and third Wednesday of each month 
in the St Stephen’s Anglican Church Hall 
from 10am to 2pm.
 We are a small enthusiastic group, so call 
in and have a cuppa with us. New members 
are very welcome to join. Bring your hand 
sewing, machine and quilt pieces or your 
knitting and enjoy a cuppa, a chat and a laugh 
with us.

Paris-themed quilt for Jan Walters.

Crafty gifts explore Paris and camping

Caravan/camping-theme quilt for Heather Wright.

 It now has pride of place on Jan’s bed 
offsetting her other Paris wall hangings.
 Heather Wright, our previous Herald 
scribe, has experienced some loss of vision 
which precludes her from undertaking more 
intricate work.
 Heather loves to travel and has a fifth-
wheeler caravan which enabled her and 
hubby to head north for a couple of weeks 
since the restrictions were lifted.
 To make Heather’s quilt, we all took a 
panel, used the appliqué technique to attach 
either a caravan or tent, different colours, 
designs etc. to complete an individual panel.
 All panels were signed in thread by the 
crafter and then each panel joined together 
and quilted to produce a very personalised 
quilt for Heather’s caravan.
 It gave her great joy to be able to take it 
with her on her recent adventure north.
 If you have an interest in craft and 
connecting with others, please contact Jan 
on 0407 083 079 or Annette on 9574 2332 
for further information.

Spinners sell variety of spun yarn

 We meet at Parker’s Cottage in the 
showgrounds on Wednesdays and every 
second Saturday from 9am to noon.
 The club sells a wide variety of spun yarn 
in various colours. The yarn is only available 
on Wednesday mornings.
 Any queries, please contact our secretary 
Gail on 9622 3411.

Spun yarn available from the Spinnners.
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