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All-woman team takes over
Historic vote as 5-4 majority
elects new shire president,
deputy, appoints female CEO
Michael Sinclair-Jones
TOODYAY has its first female shire president
and will get its first woman CEO after two
historic 5-4 votes by a new majority of
councillors elected last October.
The council also voted 6-3 to elect a new
female deputy president in a clean sweep for
women in the shire’s top leadership roles.
Veteran Cr Rosemary Madacsi – who
was elected deputy president last year after
winning a postal ballot of all Toodyay voters
– is the new shire president.
She replaces former Cr Bill Manning, who
resigned last month to move to Tasmania.
Audit Committee Chair Beth Ruthven was
elected new shire deputy president.
Cr Therese Chitty ran unsuccessfully for
shire president in her third failed attempt in
four years after saying publicly last February
that she wouldn’t run again.
Cr Paula Greenway lost her second bid
since 2017 to be elected deputy.
It is understood Crs Manning, Ruthven,
Madacsi, Susan Pearce and Phil Hart voted
for Cr Madacsi, and Crs Brian Rayner, Ben
Bell, Chitty and Greenway voted for Cr
Chitty.
Councillors voted 5-4 similarly to appoint
Shire of York Corporate and Community
Services Executive Manager Suzie
Haslehurst to be the new Toodyay CEO.
It is understood Ms Haslehurst was one of
four shortlisted candidates interviewed by
councillors last month after the job attracted
more than 20 applicants.
The result was a win for five new councillors
who were elected last year for the first time
by all Toodyay voters, and a defeat for a
veteran minority (excluding Cr Bell) who
were elected in 2017 under now-abolished
rules that barred most Toodyay voters from
having a say in their elections.
Nobody voted for Cr Rayner because he
was the only candidate to nominate in the
now-abolished North Ward.
Ms Haslehurst replaces former Shire CEO
Stan Scott, whose contract was terminated
last month after he failed to convince
councillors last year to let him keep his job
for another three to four years.
Mr Scott’s last day is Tuesday May 12 but
he has been on extended sick leave for three
months and is not expected to return to work.
The shire is currently awaiting the outcome
of a year-long State Government inquiry into
its operations and affairs, and “reasonable
suspicion” that the council may have
breached local government law.
The new shire CEO will be expected to
manage a response to any recommendations
arising from the inquiry, the result of
which has yet to be released by WA Local
Government Minister David Templeman.
His department sent a draft to the State
Solicitor’s Office last December to decide
if any part should be withheld as evidence
for prosecution before the findings are made
public.
Continued on Page 5 with pictures and
cartoon, Editorial Page 4.

Local Diggers honoured in memorable Anzac Day lockdown observances
Toodyay St John Ambulance Chair Paul Harrington and local Branch Administration Officer Carolynne Haigh lay a wreath at dawn at
the town’s war memorial on Anzac Day last month. The traditional Dawn Service, Parade and Gunfire Breakfast were cancelled due to
Australia-wide Covid-19 health restrictions but many people marked the Dawn Service in their driveways. More pictures Pages 10, 11.

Whole shire pegged as Julimar
find sends shares skyrocketing
Ieva Tomsons and Michael SinclairJones
TOODYAY townsite and most of the shire
has been blanket pegged for nickel after
“spectacular” results from test drilling on a
Julimar cattle farm 30km west of the town.
Chalice Gold Mines shares skyrocketed
700 per cent last month amid claims that
Julimar could become a major new nickel
province of significant strategic importance
for Australia.
The Julimar find includes high-grade
nickel, cobalt and copper which Chalice said
were “very important” in batteries for Tesla
and other electric cars, and palladium which
is used to manufacture hydrogen fuel cells
and control vehicle pollution – all highly
valuable metals on world markets.
Chalice currently holds 180sq/km of active
exploration tenements in the western part
of the shire from Keating Road to Dewars

Pool and has pegged a further 2300sq/km
covering most of the rest of the shire from
Hoddys Well to Wattening, and Nunile
to Lower Chittering and the border of
Morangup.
Chalice is chaired by mining entrepreneur
Tim Goyder, brother of AFL Chair and
former Wesfarmers, Qantas and Woodside
chair Richard Goyder who owns Glendearg
Farm on the Bindi-Bindi-Toodyay Road.
Initial results from about a dozen Chalice
test holes drilled 500m south of Julimar Road
to a depth of 250m on an 800-acre Keating
Road cattle farm were described this month
by Chalice Managing Director Alex Dorsch
as “a once in 10 years discovery”.
“If this turns out to be what we think it is,
it will be a pretty substantial find of strategic
interest for Western Australia,” Mr Dorsch
said in an exclusive interview with The
Herald.
“It looks like it could be a sizeable deposit
of hundreds of millions of tonnes.”

Lower Chittering residents say they are
concerned about increased traffic on Julimar
Road if mining proceeds.
Continued on Page 3 with map of Julimar
nickel strike location and pegged claim area.
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Ol’ Blind Joe
Viral bandwagon

ONE CANNOT help but feel that the idea of
Chinese malfeasance in all things has become
so deeply embedded that to challenge any
charge against China is now beyond the pale.
No claim, no matter how unfounded or
contrary to fact, is too brazen to report
without a moment’s consideration and may
harm the career of a rising journalistic ‘star’.
Well, not this black duck, “En guarde
monsieur”, my sword of Truth will eviscerate
your sword of condemnation and then I’ll
print the entrails.
Politics and the media play a particularly
inglorious role here. Instead of focusing on
their own failures, the population is distracted
by continued China and Russia bashing.
Our government’s approach to China is
clumsy, inept and bone-headed as we watch
Home Affairs Minister Peter Dutton and
Prime Minister Scott Morrison try to outbid
each other to be China’s worst enemy.
Good timing Scomo. In the middle of a
pandemic, you’ve emptied the cupboard and
now you wanna pick a fight with your biggest
economic neighbour over an inquiry.
China last year accounted for more than a
third of Australian merchandise exports and
one-fifth of services trade.
Every Australian media outlet, including
the ABC, has jumped on board with
condemnation that China is threatening
Australia while Foreign Minister Marise
Payne accuses it of “economic coercion”.
Chinese Ambassador Cheng Jingye merely
warned that pursuing an inquiry could spark
a Chinese consumer boycott of students and
tourists visiting Australia as well as sales of
major exports, including beef and wine.
It’s a perfectly reasonable assessment
to make and to understand this you must
remember that it took only two decades for
800 million Chinese to emerge from poverty
and they’re pleased with that progress.
Chinese people suffered two centuries of
humiliation while being force-fed opium
as their lands were stolen and treasure
plundered.
But they’ve now got pride galore in their
country and governance if you accept that
things can get tricky with 1.4 billion people.
Asian societies ‒ communist or capitalist
‒ know how to snap into line when facing a
common threat, how to subordinate the needs
of the individual to meet the needs of society.
And because the Chinese psyche fears
chaos more than any other force, the people
welcome a strong state.
Apart from Confucius, East Asian societies
have believed in the wise insight of economics
Nobel laureate Amartya Sen that for societies
to succeed they need the invisible hand of
free markets and the visible hand of good
governance.
Where socialism encourages adherents
to view the international realm as a sphere
of cooperation, capitalism highlights
competition and domination.
What has shocked many in Asia is the
reluctance of some Western governments
during the current Covid-19 crisi to allow
science and basic epidemiological modelling
to determine policy responses.
It highlights the contrast between the
competent Covid-19 pandemic responses
of East Asian governments (notably China,
South Korea and Singapore) and the
incompetent ones of Western governments
such as Italy, Spain, France, Britain and
America.
It is no accident that the US is a global
leader in neoliberal efforts to reduce or
privatise public services and, having proved
itself incapable of mounting an effective
testing campaign, now leads the world with
one million Covid-19 cases.
Incidentally, the ‘wet market’ in Wuhan did
not have hygiene problems. A ‘wet market’

is comparable to a farmers’ market and
provides fresh products like fruit, vegetables,
meat and fish.
A ‘dry market’ provides complementary
products such as rice, flour, tea, and sugar.
China has yet to be overrun by supermarket
chains and some 40 per cent of the Chinese
people source their daily food at wet markets.
When doctors in Wuhan first saw patients
in local hospitals last December, they thought
the patients had pneumonia.
China informed the World Health
Organisation (WHO) of mysterious cases
of a “viral pneumonia of unknown origin,”
on December 31` when just 27 cases (and no
deaths) had been identified.
The new virus was identified on January
3 and within a week, Chinese scientists had
sequenced the genome and shared the data
with the world.
It was unclear throughout nearly all of
January whether the virus was capable of
human-to-human transmission.
But by January 23, Wuhan was in
precautionary lockdown though it was not
until January 30 that the WHO’s international
committee of experts found the outbreak
constituted a “public health emergency of
international concern”.
China shut down factories and 20,000
wet markets, and 50 million people took a
huge economic hit for eight weeks while
government fed them and rents were forgiven.
Because of those efforts. China’s response
has been lauded by the United Nations and
the WHO.
Even the New York Times published an
opinion piece lamenting that China bought
time for the world and the US wasted it.
Back home, the tender for a Covid-19
phone app to track people’s movements was
a limited, invitation-only opportunity run by
Minister Dutton and awarded to US cloud
computing giant, Amazon Web Services.
Australian Digital Transformation Agency
bureaucrats voiced concerns about it after
several wholly Australian-owned cloud
storage services were security vetted for
precisely such high-level contracts.
New surveillance powers tend to stick
around and two decades after New York’s
9/11 terrorist attacks, the US National
Security Agency is still conducting dragnet
internet surveillance.”
Anyone with a passing familiarity with
anti-encryption laws, Centrelink robodebt or
our government’s My Health Record online
service may have a question or two about its
new ‘CovidSafe’ phone tracking app.
“Two things are infinite; the universe and
human stupidity, and I’m not sure about
the universe” – German-born theoretical
phycisist Albert Einstein (1879-1955) who
developed the theory of relativity.

Due to Covid-19 the office will be closed during May
We can be contacted by phone or email as below:
Advertising - Heather 0419 906 083
Sandra - 9572 9061
Email: advertising@toodyayherald.com.au
The office will open on Tuesday, May 26 for production of June edition
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Happiness Fairy with touch of cordon bleu class

Ieva Tomsons

VERSATILE Julimar resident Lesley-Jane
Campbell (L-J) is a bit of a chameleon who
calls herself an “old hippie”, sweeping aside
her sophisticated European background.
Decades before ‘glamping’ (comfortable
camping), bush tucker and musical events in
the great outdoors became fashionable, L-J
was introducing guests to the concepts at the
Mid-West sheep station she owned with her
husband David.
To get a handle on this mercurial woman
we need to step back to her idyllic English
childhood in Worcester where, as the
youngest of three children, she roamed the
lakes and woods near the family’s historic
home.
She started learning French in primary
school and excelled in art, skiing, hockey
and tennis.
“I was mad about sport, an all-rounder but
not that clever (academically).”
To round off her final year in high school
L-J attended a Swiss boarding school in
Gstaad and pursued her passion for skiing.
L-J had the opportunity to try out for the
British skiing team but enrolled instead in an
art school in Lausanne where she also learnt
cordon bleu cooking.
After three and a half years in Switzerland
L-J returned to England completed a
secretarial course and started working as
receptionist for Jesuit priests in London after
a six-month stint in a Welsh commune.
It was the swinging ’60s and L-J threw
herself into the counter-culture, attending a
performance of the rock musical Hair with

“You have to love the isolation and the bush, you don’t just stay there because your man is there.”
the Jesuits who enjoyed the show which from Brum’ (Birmingham),” laughs L-J who
featured on-stage nudity and profanity.
called herself The Happiness Fairy.
“The priests called me ‘the little heathen
Birmingham was where the arts scene
was so L-J headed back north to work as a
freelance artist.
During her mid to late 20s she mixed easily
with both the ‘smart set’ and hippies and had
already become a vegetarian, a diet to which
she adheres this day.
Just before her 30th birthday L-J chased the
sun to Australia and landed a job in a Sydney
call centre.
“I hated telling lies and got the sack,”
so she headed to SA where she met future
husband David.
Employed as a camp cook on a station
midway between Adelaide and Broken Hill,
the freezing outback nights were a surprise
for L-J who got about in a sarong.
“David suggested ‘we pool our resources’
– I had never heard it put that way before,”
laughs L-J who was introduced to the swag
which she still loves to camp out in.
From the very beginning the red dirt, roos
and bush got under her skin.
“You have to love the isolation and the bush
and you don’t just stay there because that’s
where your man is.”
Soon after she met David, they returned to
England to get married and returned briefly
to Adelaide before heading to Alice Springs
for a couple of years.
In 1982 they moved west to Sandstone
where they managed a million-acre
(404,700ha) sheep station for two years.
New nickel exploration claim covers most of the shire, shown bordered by black line.
A couple of Aboriginal families lived on
Dundargo Station and L-J started to learn
how to use bush tucker in cooking and

New nickel claims blanket shire

Continued from Page 1.
THE AVON and Hills Mining Awareness
Group (AHMAG) says it also has concerns
about the Julimar project and is keeping a
close watch on developments.
Mr Dorsch said his company had pegged
most of the shire to prevent other companies
pegging nearby for the same minerals.
Mining Monthly and Stockhead magazines
quoted Mr Dorsch recently as describing the
Julimar drilling results as “spectacular”.
The main ore body was thought to lie in
the shire’s west and extend into Julimar
State Forest, where Chalice has conducted
preliminary electromagnetic aerial surveys.
The expanded area includes part of
Avon Valley National Park and several
conservation reserves which will need
special State permission for further drilling.
Mr Dorsch said Julimar was unique
because it was near an existing heavy freight
rail link and close enough to Perth for miners
to sleep at home in their own beds and
commute to work instead of having to work
fly in-fly out at a remote minesite.
It was valuable also because Australia
was a more stable country than Africa’s
Democratic Republic of Congo, where most
of the world’s cobalt is currently mined.
Further drilling would test if the Julimar
site suited underground mining or open cut.
Mr Dorsch said it would take 4-8 months to
gain State approval to drill in Julimar State
Forest, and up to three years to know if the
ore body was commercially viable to mine.

became passionate about the bush.
She was embraced by the small Sandstone
community and soon became a big part of
it teaching art one day a week at the local
school and on weekends working with the
kids, including school of the air students, to
produce plays for Christmas and Easter.
L-J also signed on as secretary for the
town’s golf and gymkhana clubs and hosted
parties which were all-inclusive.
The Campbells bought their own much
smaller sheep station, Wongarno 55km south
of Mt Magnet in 1988 and L-J joined many
of Mt Magnet’s local associations and clubs.
The parties L-J and David hosted were
legendary for the mix of people from all
walks of life and unique first-class catering.
A year after they bought Wongarno, the
price of wool crashed and the Campbells
needed an alternative income stream so they
opened the homestead and shearers’ quarters
as a home-stay with camping facilities.
Word quickly spread about L-J’s cooking,
and bookings for weddings and celebrations
started rolling in.
In 1996 L-J was appointed to the board
of the Mid-West Development Commission
and a year later she spearheaded a team
which  competed in Tasting Australia’s first
Regional Culinary Competition in Adelaide.
Their four-course meal which they had to
prepare for a panel of international judges
in four hours featured an emu and kangaroo
appetiser, crayfish, salt bush beef and
mutton, wattleseed and sandalwood damper,
witchetty grubs and bunja nuts teamed with
Mid-West wines.
After the event which was won by Margaret
River, L-J reported that “we all felt very
nervous walking into the kitchens among the
wonderful-looking chefs with their aprons
rolled to the correct roll and their terrific hats
perched just so. I did wonder ... what I was
doing there”.
Promoting the Mid-West’s attractions came
naturally to L-J who also served as secretary
to the Outback Mid-West Tourist Advisory
Group which helped promote a safe outback
experience by contributing to the first tourist
map of the region.
From 2001 to 2008 the Campbells played
host to numerous multi-media events staged
in and around picturesque locations on their
property.
There was Violins in the Outback, Drums
in the Outback and Sounds of the Outback
which drew international performers and
audiences of around 500 for which L-J did
a lot of the catering.
In 2007 David was diagnosed with an
aggressive form of melanoma and the couple
sold Wongarno to go travelling before
settling in Toodyay in 2009 just before the
devastating bushfire which destroyed 37
houses.
L-J nursed David until he died at home in
2012 and for the past five years she has been
a Year 12 boys’ house mother at Guildford
Grammar school.
She may describe herself as an “old hippie”
but she’s got a lot of guts and more than a
touch of class.
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Put up or shut up
CHANGE is in the air.
Voters who demanded it last October
have been vindicated by the election of a
historic new council leadership team and
the appointment of a new shire CEO.
It follows a decade of controversy,
mismanagement and waste, and a yearlong State Government inquiry which has
yet to report its findings.
The catalyst for change was a switch to
shire elections that allowed all ratepayers
to vote for all candidates instead of being
allowed to vote for only one or two
councillors in their local area.
A second major reform was to replace
poorly advertised and ill-attended ‘in
person’ voting with postal ballots.
It led to the resounding defeat of an
unpopular shire president and a win in the
now-abolished Central Ward for former
shire president Bill Manning when a
new councillor quit in disgust amid shire
allegations of bullying and intimidation.
Former Cr Manning was elected until
2021 but resigned on principle last year
to re-contest his seat in Toodyay’s first
shire-wide elections under the new rules.
He said it would “ensure greater
legitimacy in the eyes of the electorate”
and voters responded by re-electing him.
Three longer-serving veteran councillors
declined to follow suit after claiming a
legal entitlement to stay on the council
until their four-year terms expire next year.
Most Toodyay ratepayers didn’t vote
for any of them, including one for whom
nobody voted because he stood unopposed
in a now-abolished former shire electorate.
The same three councillors have since
voted repeatedly to block the changes
demanded by voters in more recent polls.
They helped plot last year’s extraordinary
council backflip to overturn a decision not
to re-employ the former shire CEO when
his contract expired last July – and then
tried last month to block his replacement.
They tried also to block last month’s
election of a new shire president and
deputy and sought instead to install two of
their own with far less electoral credibility.
Some see it as a struggle between a
minority rump of ‘old guard’ veteran
councillors seeking to entrench their civic
legacy and a new majority that owes no
allegiance to former shire loyalties.
Whatever the case, ratepayers voted last
year for change and have a democratic
right to see it delivered.
Toodyay’s three veteran councillors will
continue to lack a voter mandate until they
re-contest their seats to “ensure greater
legitimacy in the eyes of the electorate”.
New elections will soon provide that
opportunity.
Michael Sinclair-Jones
Editor
The Toodyay Herald invites you to have
your say in our letters page. Please
email us at news@toodyayherald.com.au
with your full name, address and phone
number. Letters that are short, sharp and
to the point about topical local issues are
preferred. The Herald reserves the right
to edit letters for length, grammar and
punctuation.

The way we were ‒ there was no Moondyne Festival running riot in the town’s main street this month due to current Covid-19 health
restrictions but pictured above is how local residents re-enacted the fabled Toodyay bushranger’s exploits in 1985 when Rob Lang (centre)
played Moondyne Joe. It also featured wheelbarrow and bicycle races, and a moustache competition. Photo: Newcastle Gaol Museum.

LETTERS
Directory damage
HAVING just seen a copy of the recently
distributed 2020 shire directory, I was
disappointed then totally amazed that the
word ‘cancelled’ has been super-imposed
over the entire list of local events.
This decision sends entirely the wrong
message to residents and visitors alike
that the drawbridge is up and don’t bother
to come to Toodyay after the restrictions
are lifted, which will hopefully be sooner
rather than later.
There are nine events on the list which
fall outside of the government’s original
six-month isolation period and, for
instance, no decision has yet been made
by the Toodyay Agricultural Society to
cancel the 2020 Show which is planned for
October or, for that matter, by the RAS to
cancel the Perth Royal Show.
The fact that the directory contains our
past shire president and other errors, pales
into insignificance when compared with
the damage this publication has done to
our town.
Alison Wroth
President
Toodyay Agricultural Society

Heads should hang
WHAT a different Anzac Day it was this
year bought on by the circumstances that
Covid-19 has forced upon us.
It was pleasing when we attended Anzac
Memorial Park that afternoon to pay our
respects that many people had also visited
during the day and many wreaths had been
laid at the base of the cenotaph.
After viewing the wreaths, we noticed and
were appalled, after checking twice, that on
Australia’s most important day, the Toodyay
Shire had not bothered to attend and lay a
wreath.
We were then taken aback by the absence
of the Australian flag not flying at the council
offices.
What an absolute disgrace on this historic
day.
During WWI and WWII sixty-five men
and women from our community paid the
supreme sacrifice.
This doesn’t include other conflicts or those
that returned to their loved ones but still bore
the scars of war.
The Toodyay community is proud of how
these brave men and women went away and
served their country so that we can enjoy the
relative peace that we have today.
So, shame on the councillors elected to
represent the community as well as the senior
staff.
Both groups are well paid and so surely the
few dollars that an Anzac wreath would cost
would be pittance in a shire’s budget.
We believe the shire is dishonouring our
brave servicemen and women who gave up
so much for us and to not show any respect
on Anzac Day. It brings out their true
colours.
They should all hang their heads in
disgrace.
Charlie Wroth
Julimar

We’re worth more
SURE, real estate is in a depressed market
and no one really knows what the Covid-19
virus economic outcome will be.
But nobody can convince me that
with our gorgeous new rec centre and
swimming pool only months away,
and with many city folk perhaps now
questioning the long-term health and safety
benefits of living in an ever-growing city
and suburbs, Toodyay’s true value should
be made visible wide and far.
With some concerted promotion by the
shire and real estate agents playing up
instead of playing down house prices, it’s
hard to imagine Toodyay won’t soon begin
to be recognised as the place to live – not
as a cheap place to buy into but as a very
upmarket alternative.
Sellers should stand their ground. Don’t
undersell what you have in terms of
property and lifestyle.
We who live here are well aware of the
advantages, but no proper wide-ranging
promotion has ever been done and hence
Toodyay remains a secret jewel in the Avon
Valley crown.
Promotion is all that’s necessary to bring
our fabulous town and regional lifestyle to
the forefront of people’s minds.
Consider this: we now have a new cohort
of councillors and a brand-new CEO and
they all need to prove themselves.
The best way they can do this is to get
Toodyay on the ‘place to live and/or visit’
map once and for all.
I’m sure many will remember the
exhilarating seminar the Chamber of
Commerce hosted a few years back when
‘How to Promote Toodyay’ was presented
by a dynamic group of young marketers.
There was a cost involved, of course,
but I’m sure many who attended will
remember the level of heart-pounding
excitement they left us all with.
It’s now time, in my opinion, for this to
happen.
Toodyay has got exactly what Covid-19
has shown us we all need – a sense of
community and a need to down-size and
re-evaluate what’s important in life –
space, a clear blue sky, friends, family and
less unnecessary stuff.
Barb Dadd
Toodyay

Monkey business
I WRITE after reading with concern the
March Herald’s article detailing discussions
our shire councillors had about sitting fees.
The comment “if you don’t pay enough,
what do you get” reminded me of the saying
“if you pay peanuts, you get monkeys”.
Experience shows that ambulance officers
and bush fire fighters volunteer their time and
services to attend incidents at all hours of the
day and night.
Referring back to the quoted comment,
does this mean you are not getting topquality personnel because our ambos and fire
brigade members are only volunteers and are
not paid?
What this community needs are councillors
who are prepared to represent them for the

right reason, not financial gain.
In years gone by, very good, wise,
community-minded people were on council
representing the ratepayers with their
dedication, and their only consideration was
the well-being of the shire.
These elected members were not
necessarily wealthy either, just community
people wanting to do the right thing by fellow
individuals and groups.
Possibly councillors need to re-evaluate
their motivation for putting their hand up
when the next election comes around.
George Murray
Toodyay

Thoughtfulnesss thanked
THE TOODYAY Op Shop volunteers
sincerely thank each and every one of you
for not leaving donations at our door as per
our request.
Your thoughtfulness and consideration
of our welfare is very much appreciated.
Just like everyone else, we are really
looking forward to opening again and will
certainly do so just as soon as we can.
In the meantime, if you are tidying up and
de-cluttering, please remember that we are
not able to take electrical items and only
donate things that are clean and in good
condition.
Thanks everyone and we look forward
to seeing you again soon.
Ina Prior
Toodyay Op Shop President

Missed by a skerrick
I WAS doing some work in town for a
friend recently and, when we had finished
the job, I looked for my phone.
My friend said he’d last seen it on my
trailer, but it wasn’t there.
I had been careless. The loss of years
of contacts was my main brief thought
and, as I considered what to do next, my
intelligent friend called my phone which
was answered by Pete at Toodyay Traders.
“Thank God,” was my next genuine
and relieved reaction. I’d put the phone
‘safely out of harm’s way’ on the trailer
mudguard – as you do –and, you guessed
it, I had driven off. Apparently, my phone
ended up in the middle of the road on the
bridge.
But a local resident, more aware and
careful than I had been, saw it, stopped and
picked it up and, being a man of integrity,
delivered it safely to Toodyay Traders.
(Apparently the car in front of him
missed it by a skerrick.)
He and I both know who he is and,
because a bit of mystery is always good
for us, I won’t name him here but have
thanked him personally.
The phone cover is a bit worse for wear
but, miraculously, the phone is intact.
The experience reminds me of how
thankful and privileged I am to live in this
good and safe town and with people of
integrity who make it so. Thank you, my
young friend, and thank you all.
John White
Toodyay
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New CEO chosen as inquiry broadens
Continued from Page 1.
IT IS understood the inquiry was reopened
last February to examine a new $1.1 million
shire contract awarded last year without
calling for public tenders.
In answer to a public question in March,
former shire president Manning said it was
not advertised because the previous council
had voted 8-0 last August for Mr Scott to
“source a suitable contractor” under a State
Government ‘common use agreement’.
It is understood the fresh investigation has
delayed the release of a final inquiry report.
The council has appointed Shire Corporate
Services Manager, Chileya Luangala,
as Acting CEO to manage the Covid-19
emergency and budget review until Ms
Haslehurst starts work in June or sooner.
Ms Haslehurst has worked for four years at
the Shire of York, including earlier this year
and previously as acting CEO.
She was previously Acting Director of
Community and Economic Development
and Manager of Community Development
for four years at the Shire of Broome.
Ms Haslehurst also has a background in arts
administration, chaired Country Arts WA for
a total of eight years, was CEO of Magabala
Books Aboriginal Corporation for 11 years,

Top: New Shire CEO Suzie Haslehurst. Above: New President Rosemary Madacsi and new Deputy Beth Ruthven (left) are sworn in by Cr
Brian Rayner JP, with former president Bill Manning (standing), and Crs Paula Greenway (back to camera), Ben Bell and Therese Chitty.
chaired the Performing Arts Touring Alliance
for two years, was national president of
Regional Arts Australia for two years and
Buzz Dance Theatre general manager for

four years.
She holds a University of South Australia
graduate diploma in management and studied
at Mt Eliza Business School.

It is understood Ms Haslehurst has signed
a four-year contract with an initial six-month
trial and has started making plans to move
to Toodyay.

Shire now in a better position – but there is still more work to do

APRIL was a time of change.
As expected, former Shire President Bill
Manning resigned last month before
departing for cooler climes.
He left our council in a sounder position
for his wise and capable stewardship during
a period of considerable challenge.
Toodyay can now welcome Ms Suzanne

(Suzie) Haslehurst to the position of Shire
CEO following the departure of current CEO
Stan Scott when he leaves this month for new
adventures.
Suzie brings with her impressive experience
in local government, the arts and governance
in not-for-profit organisations.
In the interim, our shire’s administration
has been in the very capable hands of our
Manager of Corporate Services and Acting
CEO, Mrs Chileya Luangala, who has
had the unenviable task of managing the
Covid-19 crisis along with a budget review.
Your council has undertaken a great deal
in the past six months, and I appreciate the
willingness of our elected members to work

together to embrace the challenges and
undertake the changes we have made.
There is no doubt our community has been
through a long period of unrest, with each
preceding council doing its best to respond
to the pressures that arose.
As painful as unrest has been, we need
to view those times as the catalyst for
change because our community is clearly
communicating that it requires more from
us.
As a council we have listened and
responded.
The Shire is now emerging in a far better
position than six months ago – but there is
still more to do.

Progress is an unrelenting mistress that
requires us to continually rise to each
occasion.
We need to continue to address the Shire’s
current and long-term financial security and
internal practices, and we need to be more
astute, effective and responsive.
Importantly, we need to understand our
community’s limitations, and listen and
respond to build a more secure future for all.
Change is difficult, confronting and
intimidating.
As former US President John F. Kennedy
said in 1963: “Change is the law of life. And
those who look only to the past and present
are certain to miss the future”.
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Hovering mouse
can expose
fraudulent emails
Computer Safety
Phil Hart

Police check motorists driving towards Perth at a Covid-19 roadblock on Toodyay Road at the Morangup Road turn-off. Photo: Peter Harms.

Now is not the time to be complacent

A SMALL number of Toodyay residents
tested positive for the deadly Covid-19 virus
after returning from overseas travel.
`We are happy to say all are recovering
well after having completed 14 days’ home
quarantine monitored by your local police.
The people are among 19 confirmed cases
in the Wheatbelt lockdown area, which
stretches from Wagin to Jurien Bay and
extends from Morangup to Southern Cross.
We conducted regular checks on the
families in Toodyay who were either in
quarantine or self-isolation after the State
Government declared a statewide public
health emergency on March 15.
As an unfortunate result of the lockdowns
and restrictions on businesses and social
activities, we have seen an increase in the
need for police intervention with family
violence incidents.
Please be patient and tolerant because the
end of these restrictions is now in sight.
Sadly, there has been a spate of deathrelated matters – suicides, fatal car crashes
and sudden deaths by natural causes which
have kept us very busy.
Toodyay is unique compared with other
country towns because most other places
have the majority of their population based
in and near their central business districts.
However, most Toodyay residents live
outside of town which means it can take
police up to an hour to travel from one job
to another.

Travel rules
POLICE roadblocks are in place to prevent
the spread of the virus, which is why we have
one on Toodyay Road at the intersection of
Morangup Road, and another at The Lakes
turn-off on Great Eastern Highway.
They are being run by officers from Perth
because we simply don’t have the resources
in Toodyay to man these points 24/7.
However, local patrols are doing random
checks elsewhere, such as on Julimar Road,
Lovers Lane, River Road and Morangup
Road.
Initially we have been issuing cautions and
turning people around.
Be warned however, that if you are caught
trying to avoid the roadblocks and you are
not an exempted traveller – you will be fined.

This doesn’t mean that people can’t go
about their everyday lives if they have an
exempted reason to travel.
For example, if you live in Toodyay and
you are driving to Midland to purchase
goods not available in this region there is no
problem.
Save yourself the interrogation and have
some sort of evidence to support your travel.
There is no issue with passing through the
checkpoints for employment, medical, etc..
Remember the virus itself doesn’t move –
people move it.
The reason we have roadblocks is to avoid
the spread of the virus because if nobody
moved, the virus would disappear in a few
weeks.

Community spirit

TOODYAY police visited the locally
quarantined and self-isolated households
daily for the mandatory 14 days to check
the occupants’ wellbeing and to ensure they
stayed home, which they did without issue.
Neighbours for many stepped up and
showed great community spirit by helping
them out, which I think is a big positive to
come out of this – they were fantastic.
Like everyone else in the community,
police officers are also having to take
precautions by minimising personal contact.
This is why the local police station front
door has been closed.
As a result, we are engaging in face-to-face
contact with people only on a needs basis
when it is essential.
Of course, there are times when we have no
choice but to be in close contact with people.
If we need to physically hold onto someone
to prevent offences or an escape, then we
will.
Each officer has been issued with ‘personal
protective equipment’ – a ventilated mask,
and safety glasses to prevent infection
through their eyes, nose and mouth, as well
as gloves and coveralls.
Everyone in the community should see how
serious this pandemic is.
We are very lucky that we are not faced
with the illness and deaths seen in other parts
of the world – the loss of life across the world
has been horrendous
Love or loathe them, it clear our political
leaders and their advisers are doing a good
job.
I expect there will be a tendency for
some people to become complacent as the
restrictions go on with very few new cases
now being identified.
Hang in there, do the right thing and it will
be over.
The virus has killed more than 233,000

Toodyay police receive two heart defibrillators donated by local ambulance volunteers.

people worldwide by the start of this month,
including 93 in Australia and eight in WA.
Now is the time to remain steadfast and
comply with social distancing – it’s the
number one thing that we must do to prevent
further danger.

Working together
POLICE are often referred to as the ‘blue
canaries’, which comes from bygone mining
days when canaries in cages were taken
down shafts to show there is enough air to
breathe.
We are often the first to arrive at a scene
and in many cases need to go towards danger
before fellow emergency services personnel
can arrive to determine whether it is safe.
We often have to go to places where others
probably wouldn’t or shouldn’t.
For instance, officers were first to arrive at
a recent incident that required them to start
cardio pulmonary resuscitation (CPR) on a
person before St John Ambulance officers
with Covid-19 protection could arrive to take
over treatment.
Our great local ambo volunteers recognised
that we often get there first and have
better equipped us by donating two heart
defibrillators (pictured bottom left) – one for
each police car.
This is another great example of how
our combined efforts are helping to make
Toodyay a safer and better place to live.
My closing message this month is “Stay
home” as much as possible, stay safe and
please keep your distance from others in
the general community – including in shops
and other similar places – until State health
authorities tell us it’s safe to relax those
restrictions.

YOU MIGHT get an SMS or an email
saying that one of your services will be
closed down very shortly.
It could be your mobile phone service,
your bank account or your access to the
internet.
One recent example was “*OPTUS
MSG* There is a problem with your
billing information. You are required to
log in to your Optus My Account to update
it.” followed by a link to a web site.
The web site was fraudulent, and it was
trying to steal people’s credit card details.
This is an example of ‘social
engineering’.
The message was designed to cause
worry and stress and to panic people into
not thinking about what they were doing
but instead doing what they were told.
The first step is to ask yourself if the
message is plausible.
If you think that the message might be
genuine then contact the organisation by
another means, such as a telephone call.
That way, you are in charge of the
communication, not the data thief.
Such messages almost always have a
link and closely examining the link will
reveal that it is bogus.
The address optus.billing.optus.llc is
bogus but optus.com.au is genuine.
If your device has a mouse, moving the
mouse over the link can show where the
link actually goes rather than where it
claims to go – the two are often different.
Organisations that provide web hosting
services dislike fraudulent web sites and
they usually remove such web sites within
24 hours.
Some web browsers check to see if a
web site that you are visiting has been
reported as being deceptive and they will
tell you about it before you reach it.
For further reassurance, you can always
call your usual computer service person.
Above all, don’t panic.
Happy surfing.
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Julimar Road
Mentor Steve never did things by halves gets upgrade

EMERGENCY SERVICES

TWO ROADS in the Federal electorate of
Pearce will receive more than $1.2 million
under the 2020-21 Black Spot Program to
improve road safety.
Julimar Road between 0.18km south-east and
0.52km west of Toodyay West Road at West
Toodyay will receive $415,500 to improve
horizontal geometry, widen the road to 7.5m,
install reflective raised pavement markers, line
marking and delineation.
The intersection of Great Eastern Highway
and Hoggarth Road at Bakers Hill has been
allocated $795,000 to widen the carriageway,
install a left turning lane, seal the Hoggarth
Road approach to the intersection and install
signs and pavement markings.
For more information on the Australian
Government’s Black Spot Program, or to
nominate a black spot, visit investment.
infrastructure.gov.au/funding/ blackspots.

St John Ambulance

Obituary – Stephen Jones
STEVE JONES joined Toodyay St John
Ambulance Sub-Centre in October 2015,
a month later he became a level one officer
and by September 2016 he had attained his
level two Emergency Medical Technician
accreditation.
The sub-centre identified early on that he
was going to be a very valuable member
of our family.
While he was busy running his own
business and therefore not able to be on the
roster, he would always let us know when
he was available for calls and was keen to
become an active member of Toodyay St
John.
Steve joined the sub-centre committee in
July 2016 and the knowledge and wisdom
that he brought with him was an absolute
asset. He knew how business should work
and soon realised the frustrations that we
were faced with.
His committee input was invaluable as he
was always keen to get the business done
and to keep it as short as possible; he didn’t
hesitate to tell us his beer was calling him
or red wine on the colder nights.
In 2018 when trouble struck the subcentre Steve became the support person
for Charlie Wroth.
He was passionate and determined and
not afraid to take senior management on.
Steve even attended the first meeting
with a folder full of paper which looked
like he had really done his homework.
While some of it was legit, a lot of it was
just scrap paper to make it look full. We
had a good laugh about it.
There was a tree to be cut down and
Steve put up his hand to help out and came
around with his truck and bobcat.
As quickly as the tree loppers were
cutting it down Steve was loading his
truck and removing the wood – reckon he
had enough wood there to last a number
of years.
If there were first aid posts to be filled,
Steve would fill the gaps, no matter how
many there were.
During footy season, any games that
needed ambulance standbys Steve would
be there.
Barbecues to be cooked – Steve knew
who was going to be cooking. He would
complain a little, but we are certain he
really loved it.
In July 2019 Steve made the commitment
to join the committee for another three
years and went one step further and
became treasurer.
This was a role that he took to with all
seriousness, constantly asking what we
paid for and why, and “what was this
money coming in for?”
He even went into the office and sat
there for a number of hours learning how
the whole system worked and why things
were done the way they were.
Constantly scrutinising the books, he
actually had Carolynne Haigh on her toes
trying to prepare for his questions.
Our boat got rocked again in November
last year. Charlie was gone.

Catch up without
catching the bug
Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Julimar
Alison Wroth
Steve Jones was always looking for ways to make volunteers’ lives a bit easier.

Paul Harrington had to step in, to chair,
which left us with no vice. Steve happily
stepped up and again took on this new role
with all seriousness.
He was determined to continue to engage
all the volunteers and ensure that our subcentre continued to provide the quality
service we had always provided to our
community.
Steve pushed for answers, started
checking the emails, responded where
necessary and gave his full support to the
office.
He would check the emails in the
morning, every morning, when he was
having his cup of coffee.
Given that he ran his own business, one
could only assume that to Steve everyday
was a workday.
Carolynne, on the other hand, had
decided that when she wasn’t at work she
wasn’t checking the emails, but Steve was
having none of this.
If he saw an email at 6am on Saturday
which he thought needed addressing, he
would call her.
Carolynne would remind him it was
Saturday but that fell on deaf ears. He
would make a couple of jokes and then
raise the issue again.
There was no stopping him. He had
taken on the role and he was taking full
responsibility for that role.
Steve attended many jobs with many
volunteers. He was a mentor and a great
officer with whom to attend jobs.
He made whoever he worked with feel
at ease, was calm and knew how to lighten
the moment when needed; and medically,
he knew his stuff.
Steve was always looking for ways to
make life a little bit easier for vollies without cutting any corners.
He took one of the ‘bat phones’ to assist

with co-ordinating.
If he was in the area when crew were
returning from a job, he would be there
just to check in on them.
A few weeks back Steve was on a job
site with his truck and bobcat when he
unfortunately got bogged.
Lucky for him, although, he may not
agree, he was at a property near Charlie
Wroth’s place, so he rang Charlie to see if
he could assist.
Charlie happily obliged and went to help
out his mate and a quick photo was taken
before the de-bogging job was carried out.
Steve came into the office later that day,
looking very dusty, like he had had a hard
day.
When questioned about his day he said
how busy he had been.
He had been here, been there, achieved
much but he failed to mention getting
bogged.
I am sure you can imagine the expression
on his face when a laminated photo was
shown. It was priceless – his response was
short, but boy did we laugh.
Steve will always be remembered
for his perfectionism, his passion and
commitment to the sub-centre, for his
great sense of humour and also for the
amazing support that he offered and gave
frequently.
He will always be a valued member of
the Toodyay sub-centre family and will be
missed for many years to come.
The sub-centre thanks Steve’s partner
Mandy and hopes she will contact us if
she needs anything – our doors are always
open.
We also thank Mandy for supporting
Steve with his wish to join our service.
Without her support we may never have
had the pleasure of working with him and
knowing him.

Fewer call outs as locals take more care
Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Coondle-Nunile
Max J Heath

OUR FRIDAY evening get-togethers have
been put on hold for the moment, so all is
quiet at the fire shed.
Not having our monthly meeting and
catch up seems very strange.
Vehicle checks have still been going on
so that everyone knows that all is in order
for a call-out.
The rosters have been put aside for the
time being and only those who can do the
call-outs attend.
Thank goodness that there has been very
little activity, especially for this time of the
year.

It appears that everyone is being a little
more careful and also being in lock down
not so many people do silly things.
Hopefully this trend may continue in
future.
There have been a few call-outs but it
seems that these were contained quickly
and not a lot of damage occurred.
One call out was to an unauthorised burn.
Now that unrestricted burning has
commenced we hope everyone will take
extra care and respect the fact that the
volunteers are having to respond when
they should be distancing themselves and
not having to attend a fire just because
someone wanted to do some burning when
it was not safe to do so.

So when considering burning anything
please consider our volunteers and take
that extra care or wait for a safer time.

IN THESE past few months Julimar has
not been the busy brigade we are well
known for, all due to the unforgiving times
that we are living through at the moment.
With Friday night suppers and gatherings
a vague memory, just like the AFL, please
remember to make those phone calls to
check on brigade members as well as
keeping a close eye on your own welfare.
You might think your own family is
coping alright but for the single person
at home life at the moment might be a bit
overwhelming sometimes.
All it takes is a phone call or a chat over
the back fence, with social distancing of
course. Both parties benefit mentally and
emotionally without even being aware of
the upside of interacting.
All our remaining homemade meals that
were frozen to use for catering on the fire
ground during the fire season have been
distributed to those in need.
Thank you to all those involved in the
cooking of these meals; thanks also to
those who organised the distribution at the
end of the season – it’s much appreciated.
Further down the track, the Julimar
Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade will set a
date for our AGM as soon as the current
Covid-19 restrictions that limit gatherings
are lifted.
Usually a general meeting is held after
the AGM which I can’t see being changed.
Nomination sheets for the operational
positions of captain, lieutenants and
training officer will be placed on the wall
and only firefighters can nominate, second
and vote for these positions.
If you nominate you must have a
seconder.
All other office bearers can be nominated
by firefighters and auxiliaries who have
been members for 12 months or longer.
After all the action at the AGM, there is
usually a barbecue. Fingers crossed it will
stay that way.
Winding up, I can’t say that we’ll see
you at the fire shed on Friday.
So, let’s all stay safe, keep in touch
with family and friends, stay smiling and
we’ll all get through this pandemic, even
though the disruption in our lives has been
immense.
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Toilet paper is king in Gidge IGA

Ieva Tomsons

Janine Bastick.

Janine loved
to help train
others
St John Ambulance

Obituary – Janine Bastick
JANINE Bastick joined the Toodyay team
at the St John Ambulance Sub-Centre in
July 2013.
She quickly became a valued team
member gaining her full ambulance officer
accreditation, then known as Advanced
Ambulance Care, by January 2014.
In July of 2014 in her continued
commitment to the sub-centre, Janine joined
the committee and was eager to be involved
in the growth of our team.
For the 2018/2019 year Janine held the
position of committee secretary.
November 2014 saw Janine become a
Volunteer Development Officer – a training
responsibility.
She took great pride in this role and was
keen to develop new and more creative
training for the volunteers.
She would often attend many extra training
courses to gain more knowledge and broaden
her skills and would return to Toodyay to
pass on new information to the volunteers.
Janine was very committed and passionate
about being ambulance officer and very
proud to wear the greens.
By 2016 she had managed to get her hubby
Mark to join St John and they attended many
call outs together.
In her six years with the sub-centre she had
received two certificates of commendation,
a tribute to the service that she provided.
In August last year knowing she had
a battle ahead Janine resigned from the
committee and took herself off the roster.
She sadly lost this battle on April 12.
We will always remember her fondly for
her love of chocolate, (can’t remember the
number of times she said, “I’m not supposed
to eat this”), wine and Prada handbags.
Our heartfelt condolences and support
go to Mark, Emily, Amanda and Janine’s
grandchildren.
Janine will be greatly missed.

LOCAL businesses in Gidgegannup have
stepped up to adapt to national health
directives which have, in most cases,
reduced customer patronage and the ability
to trade freely.
At Tim Eva’s Nursery vegetable seedlings
and seed potatoes have been walking out
the door.
“Customers have more time now and
they are getting back into gardening so
hopefully they will keep it up,” said Tim.
Prior to the Covid-19 lockdown the
nursery’s retail side was slow, but new
customers are coming in to learn how to
be more self-sufficient.
“They enjoy the visit as it gives them a
valid reason to get out,” according to Tim.
Ann Williams and Alan Edge have closed
their newsagency on Saturdays as a direct
result of the pandemic.
There have also been interruptions to
mail and parcel freight deliveries from
the eastern states due to the suspension of
interstate passenger planes.
“More people want to pay by Eftpos
which is sometimes a problem as it shares
the line with the phone,” said Alan who is
expecting even more parcel deliveries due
to more online shopping.
Social distancing regulations have
stopped bar and restaurant service at the
Noble Falls Tavern which continues to
provide a takeaway service of food and
beverages from 4-8pm.
Sharon and Brian Wickins have
encouraged their staff to take annual leave
and a returning chef will trial takeaway
deliveries within a 10km radius of the
tavern.
Keg deliveries have been suspended but
‘growlers’ (flagon beer) will be available
until stocks run out.
Early panic buying of stockfeed was
reported by Gidgegannup Produce and
Saddlery, Gidge Rural and Gidge One Stop
(Pullela’s).
“There were a lot of new faces for the
first few weeks looking for dog food and
kitty litter,” said Helen Martin-Smith from
Gidge Rural which also supplies soil and
building materials.
Soil for veggie gardens and pine posts are
in demand as customers with more spare
time build cubby houses and playground
equipment for their housebound kids.
Gidge Rural has fast-tracked a webordering system and pre-prepares orders
for older customers who can remain in
their vehicles while the goods are loaded.
Social distancing is ‘encouraged’ at the
counter where a binding twine barrier
at the counter sports a ‘warning/electric
fence’ which gets a laugh.
At Gidgegannup Produce and Saddlery,
Lyn and Bob Stevens say it’s business as
usual, including delays to specialised horse
feed which occurred regularly before the
pandemic.
“There is no shortage of hay and chaff
but gas sales have definitely increased as
more people stay home,” said Lyn.
“ To i l e t p a p e r i s k i n g , ” l a u g h s
Gidgegannup IGA Xpress proprietor John
Pellegrini.

“Tissues are still a problem and flour and
pasta are in short supply as the warehouse
suppliers can’t keep up with demand,” he
said.
“We couldn’t get hand sanitiser for our
customers, so we started making our own.”
Even with low fuel prices, income from
the Vibe bowsers is lower with fewer
people being able to travel across the intrastate border at Morangup and Toodyay
Roads.
Pharmacist Jana Practico at Gidgegannup
Pharmacy is well placed to deal with the
hand sanitiser shortage and also makes her
own.
Even before the Federal Government
banned the issue of multiple prescriptions,
Jana had acted to ensure no one was left
without their medication due to hoarding.
“There is a shortage of Level 3 medication
and no choice in brands allocated at the
wholesale level. We’re in a pandemic and
people have to understand that,” said Jana.
Jana and her staff were shocked at the
abuse they received from an established
customer who berated them for closing on
Saturdays which Jana said was necessary
to give staff the chance to shop for their
groceries in depleted stores.
Hairdresser Angie Gray from Gidge Hair
Salon was another service provider who
made up her own mind about how she
would operate during the pandemic.
While she was entitled to keep working,
she shut up shop due to concerns for her
older and vulnerable clients.
“The government directives were very
confusing and contradictory. So, I did what
I thought was right for my customers and
will reopen when it feels right to do so.
The way things are going, that will now
be Tuesday May 12.”
Bev Kerr at Gidge Takeaway has reduced
her opening hours and now delivers orders
to drivers who can stay in their cars and
pay by Eftpos. Inside seating is still
available but chairs are placed 2m apart.
“We can’t get hake and vegetables have
increased from $50 to $80 dollars but we
are wearing the costs and not handing them
on to customers.”
Gidge Grog manager Bec Thomson was
trading as normal within the limitations of
government restrictions on the amounts of

alcohol people could buy before the ban
was recently lifted.
“At the start, trade was a bit slower and
(after the restrictions) some 2-litre casks
were out of stock but prices remain the
same,” Bec said.
Things are looking up at Gidgegannup
Bakery which was hit hard with the closure
of its cafe and alfresco eating area.
Sunday trading has resumed and they
are baking a lot more family-size pies and
some takeaway meals.
Proprietor Antje Buurman is happy to
provide leftover bread, pastry items and
meals to the local Country Women’s
Association. “They do a wonderful job
distributing to families in need.”
Cherith Grove Restaurant chef Richard
Mehl now provides pre-ordered takeaway
meals on Friday and Saturday nights and
hopes to reopen when spacing regulations
are eased and he can re-employ his four
casual staff.
The restaurant produces its own olive
oil but this year because the fruit is
hand-picked and processed there was no
production.
Local computer specialist Glen Bailes
says his business GB’s PCs is always
unpredictable but has noticed an increase
in recommissioning old computers as
more people are working from home and
children are being home schooled.
Gidge One Stop lessee Craig Chappell
had only been in business a month when
the pandemic struck.
Apart from an initial run on stockfeed,
the lack of passing traffic has severely
impacted the new business which also sells
coffee, snacks and a wide variety of plants.
“The local community has made us feel
very welcome,” said Craig. We may see
an upturn in trade now that the Morangup
community can once again patronise
Gidgegannup since the confusion of the
border community’s travel rights has been
resolved.
There has never been a more pressing
time for locals to stand by their small
businesses – shop local, and keep shopping
local.
Note: Herald interviews were conducted
in mid-April and with easing restrictions
trading conditions may have changed.

Craig Chappell (left) with Matthew Wickins at newly opened Gidge One Stop. Photo Peter Harms.

Northam offers cash to hard-hit traders
THE SHIRE of Northam has set aside
$250,000 to provide small one-off grants
to small businesses in Northam which have
been impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic.
Shire President Chris Antonio said the
council is committed to doing all it can to
assist impacted small business navigate this
extremely difficult time.
It is envisaged that the following will be
offered.
Up to $2000 for investing in online and
e-commerce activities.
Up to $2000 for training and professional

development initiatives.
Up to $1000 for financial planning advice.
Up to $10,000 for capital works, including
works that will assist businesses position
themselves for upcoming council projects.
These grants will be matching dollar-fordollar to adapt to changing conditions.
These new grants could be used to
undertake online learning and webinars,
purchase hardware and software, develop
websites and e-commerce, or boost digital
marketing.
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Toodyay District High School chaplain Doug McGhee celebrates the new cadets ‘hub’ shelter built with Lotterywest funds. Photo: Shane Bartholmeusz.

New ‘hub’ provides year-round shelter for cadets
Toodyay Cadets New Shelter
Doug McGhee
IT IS my pleasure to introduce our new cadets’
‘hub’ shelter sponsored by Lotterywest.
Many years ago, our senior cadet instructor
Mr B had the dream of a shelter and storage
space for our cadets who have been growing
in number to nearly 80 enrolled this year.
Mr B explained how it would function, and
I thought it was a great idea.
Having had successful funding applications
in the past, I thought I would give the idea a

go, so I submitted the application.
Months later we received great news – we
were successful with Lotterywest funding
for $15,000.
However, this proved to be only the start
of the process.
In the end it took us more than a year to
make it happen, as we needed a draftsman
(big thanks to Mark Spencer at FM Surveys
who donated his time and skills).Then we
needed a building surveyor, a certificate of
compliance, and a builder’s permit from the
Department of Finance.

I thought we were nearly done. But then
we needed to organise the concrete footings,
landscaping and levelling (big thanks to
Simon Wacura from Wacwill Landscaping).
At last the shelter was up – hooray.
Now, our plan is to put in a floor, hopefully
artificial turf, paint the sea containers to make
them look nice and cut in extra doors for easy
access and light.
It’s an ongoing project, but it will be so
good when completed as our cadets now
have shelter from the hot sun, rain and cold
wind, a big indoor/outdoor area (120m2) for

Costs must be cut without raising rates
Toodyay Progress Association
Brian Foley, Chairman
AT THE April council meeting, Cr Rosemary
Madacsi was voted in as Shire President and
Cr Beth Ruthven as her deputy.
The votes for both were split, so the
president now has the task of galvanising
the councillors into a working group for the
betterment of the town.
Cr Bill Manning resigned as president
to force this election and at the end of the
meeting, resigned as a councillor.
The Toodyay Progress Association (TPA)
wishes him well in his new life in Tasmania
and thanks him for his service to Toodyay.
A new CEO has been appointed. She is
Suzie Haslehurst, Executive Manager of
Corporate and Community Services at the
Shire of York.
The TPA wishes her the best on being
appointed and as always, offers any assistance
we can provide.
The shire budget is under pressure and a
TPA question was put to the council.
We asked that the discount for payment of
rates in full by the due date, from the agreed
three per cent discount be reviewed so that
it also gave those who pay their rates by
instalment some relief.
This was rejected and it will now cost the
shire an additional $80,000 more than what
we proposed.
We also questioned the Fire Mitigation
Grant expenditure and how the shire will
utilise the full grant monies.
Under the terms of the grant, any monies
not expended by the end of the financial year
must be returned.
The shire has advised that Fire Mitigation
Services (FMS) will not be able to finish the
works by this date and in lieu of returning
monies they are going to pay FMS the

Nominate a local hero
IF SOMEONE has impressed you with
their community spirit, why not nominate
them in the WA Regional Achievement and
Community Awards which will open on
Friday June 5.
To nominate someone or to read about
the other categories available, visit
awardsaustralia.com/waraca.
Great prizes are up for grabs, plus every
person or group nominated will receive a
certificate of achievement.
If you have already thought of your
community champion, you can put in an
early nomination by contacting the awards
office on 9201 1155.

balance of some $500,000 without the work
being done and rely on them completing the
balance.
The association has reviewed this and we
understand it is not illegal but questions the
soundness and whether the shire has looked
at possible alternatives which may be better.
We have lodged a Freedom of Information
(FOI) request to the shire over costs of the
Toodyay pool and recreation centre.
The shire has advised that the construction
is on budget but have not provided any
evidence and when questioned, refused to
provide the TPA with any details.
When this happens, the senses come alive
and questions arise as to why this is the case.
The only way to obtain information is to
lodge an FOI and the results will be reported
next month.
Our only hope is that it is on budget and
will not put more pressure on the shire
budget.
In an answer to a question at the April
28 meeting we were advised that the

contractors have been given an additional
60 days to complete the work due to weather
interruptions and blasting additional rock. In
my experience, delays mean additional costs.
The shire and councillors are now entering
the most important phase of the year and that
is the setting of the budget.
Toodyay Shire Council had financial
problems prior to Covid-19 and the additional
pressure on finances will come to bear.
It is not only for one year but the long-term
that this Shire must put its financial plan in
a positive position rather than the forecast
negative – without rate rises.
Reducing expenditure is a must without
reducing major services.
It’s not easy but not impossible. Other
shires can do it, so why not Toodyay?
As always, we point out that we are a notfor-profit, volunteer advocacy group, that
has not and will not run, support or endorse
elected candidates for the council of the Shire
of Toodyay.

cooking, putting up tents or anything else.
And we have heaps more storage space, so
we can easily find what we are looking for.
A big thankyou to Lotterywest for making
this possible for our Toodyay Cadets.
Thank you to Kate Wakka who persevered
through it all and supported me when we felt
like giving up.
Thanks also to Audrey Bell from the
Toodyay Shire and Kim Maddrell from
Toodyay State Emergency Services who
gave references for us to get the funding.

Book ahead for
your chance to
live independently
Butterly Cottages
Therese Chitty
BUTTERLY Cottages Inc. is seeking
expressions of interest from older people
looking for affordable living units to rent.
A requirement is that you must be able
to live independently.
There are one and two bedroom units in
three separate locations.
At the moment all units are occupied but
now is a good time to think of what you
may require in the future and this may be
downsizing to stay living in our wonderful
community.
Butterly is in the process of updating
the wait list, and if you are, or know of
someone who may be interested please
contact secretary Jenny Perkins on 0427
990 972 or email butterly2j@gmail .com.
10

WIN A CAR OR CASH

PACK

10

PACK

PURCHASE ANY CASE OF HAHN TO SHARE
FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN A SUBARU
HYBRID XV, OR $50K CASH.
ENTER VIA BOTTLEMART.COM.AU

HOT PRICE
$

24.99

$

MATSO’S GINGER BEER
6 X 330ML BOTTLES

$
HAHN SUPER DRY 3.5
24 X 330ML BOTTLES

21.99

$

SOMERSBY CIDER
10 X 375ML CANS

49.99

JACK DANIEL’S
DOUBLE JACK & COLA
10 X 375ML CANS

JÄGERMEISTER
700ML

41.99

$

38.99
EACH

JIM BEAM
WHITE
BOURBON
OR GRANT’S
SCOTCH
700ML

TOODYAY LIQUOR STORE
SHOP 1, 105 STIRLING TERRACE TOODYAY PH: 9574 2653
Specials available from Friday 1st May until Sunday 31st May 2020 or while stocks last.
Price includes GST. Images are for illustrative purposes only. Prices may vary in country areas. Bottlemart
supports the responsible service of alcohol.

$

13.99

EACH

GIESEN NZ
SAUVIGNON
BLANC,
KILARNI
BAROSSA
SHIRAZ OR
DE BORTOLI
KING VALLEY
PROSECCO
750ML

ANY 2 FOR

$

15
JACOB’S
CREEK
CLASSIC
WINES
750ML

STAY SAFE AND POSITIVE AND WE WILL GET
THROUGH THIS! TAKE CARE ALL OF YOU!

BOTTLEMART.COM.AU

WA_May_20_TH
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Driveway vigils salute fallen

RSL Toodyay Sub-Branch
Heather Brennan
ON ANZAC Day we honoured those “who
served and died in all wars, conflicts,
and peacekeeping operations” and “the
contribution and suffering of all those who
have served. Lest we forget”.
This year’s Anzac Day could only be
described as one of the most-moving
commemorations we have participated in.
Anzac Day should never go unmarked,
therefore our sub-branch sought a safe and
fitting way to undertake our commemoration.
This gave rise to an early morning service
undertaken by our president Peter Brennan;
flags were raised at an eerily vacant and
solemn Anzac Memorial Park, the ode was
recited, a wreath laid and the Last Post and
Rouse played.
From the photos, phone calls and
messages we have received, even with the

disappointment felt over the cancellation of
services due to the Covid-19 no gatherings
rule, most were able to commemorate this
day in unique yet safe ways while adhering
to the restrictions.
The sub-branch is very impressed and
grateful with the way our members and the
wider community embraced the driveway
vigil and altered commemorations.
We look forward to the day we can meet
again and share the camaraderie that would
normally accompany this day. Until then,
take care and stay safe.
Our sub-branch would like to sincerely
thank the Toodyay Country Women’s
Association ladies for their generous and
timely donation of freshly baked Anzac
biscuits.
Due to Covid-19 social-distancing
regulations, the wood raffle on Friday and
Saturday May 15 and 16 outside the IGA has
been cancelled as has the RSLWA Congress
in June.

Toodyay Central Bush Fire Brigade volunteers observe a minute’s silence.

Year 12s may be robbed of ‘schoolies’
Roger Simms

Toodyay RSL President Peter Brennan lays an Anzac Day wreath. Photo Heather Brennan.

AS WA schools cautiously reopen for a
second term, you have to feel for Year 12
students facing uncertainty and anxiety piled
on by Covid-19.
There they were in February saddling
up for the last and most important lap of
their school life and looking forward to the
challenge.
Then out of a clear blue sky, wham – the
normal gave way to the extraordinary. And
it was all bad news.
Suddenly there was no more classroom
teaching, no more excursions, no group
activities or social contact with classmates.
Students were working at home alone in an
enveloping cloud of doubt about assessments,
final exams and how universities might go
about allocating places in 2021.
Small wonder stress levels rose.
The State Government, schools and
teachers it would seem have done a good
job in getting on-line arrangements and other
help in place, and the hope must be that the
rest of the year sees steady progress out of
disruption.
But you can’t help feeling that Year 12s
have been robbed at an important rites-ofpassage time.
And though it’s a bit early to be thinking
about schoolies week, they might be missing
out on some of that fun time too when all the
worry is over.
Perhaps some of us oldies might think
that’s no bad thing, given the celebratory
excesses that sometimes occur.
But if I’m honest, I’d have to admit to a
slight sense of grievance over the absence of
any sort of ‘schoolies’ activity in my day.
We didn’t have schoolies week or anything
like it in the 1950s – no trips to Rotto or
Dunsborough, no alcoholic parties.
All we had was the fun-filled ritual of
ripping newspapers apart one night in early
December.
And then, it was just a case of laughing or
crying.
That all came about because it was
standard practice for the first public airing of
Leaving Certificate examination results – the
equivalent of ATAR – to be published in The
West Australian newspaper.
This always ensured a scramble by school
leavers to get their hands on a copy of the
first edition of the paper at Newspaper House
at 125 St Georges Terrace, Perth.
No websites to read in those days.
Big crowds would besiege the watchman’s
office about 9pm waiting for the first copies
of the paper to come off the press.
Shouts, laughter, groans and grumbles
would erupt from the laneway beside
Newspaper House as papers were pulled

open and lists scanned.
Although far fewer Year 12 students in
the 50s were concerned about competition
for university places than is the case today,
Leaving Certificate examination results were
just as big a mark of achievement.
As with today’s ATAR exams, career plans
and prestige rode on the outcome.
Against today’s competition for student
places in Australian universities, it’s hard to
imagine a time when educators in WA spent
a good deal of time allaying community
suspicions about the worth of a university
education.
But in the years before the University of
WA began life in a collection of wood and
iron buildings in Irwin Street, Perth, in 1913,
many people in public debate saw no need
for the State to have a university.
Sir Edward Wittenoom told the WA
Legislative Council at the time: “To expect
that people who have their living to earn will
attend university is to expect the impossible.”
In the 1950s, numbers attending university
were proportionately smaller than today.
One reason was the range of career-entry
avenues no longer available.
To become a teacher meant going to training
college, for example, and apprenticeships
and cadetships opened the way to careers
such as journalism and civil service.
Nursing, not yet a university course,
involved live-in hospital training and stepby-step examinations.
Banking, insurance and stock firm work
were other employment paths commonly
followed and the lack of a university degree
in accounting or economics was no barrier.
There was much more on-the-job learning.
But big changes were looming and
university enrolments exploded during the
late fifties and in the sixties.
By the mid-seventies a tertiary qualification
was firming as a clear job-starter requirement.
Accommodating the growth, the WA
Institute of Technology opened in 1967
(becoming Curtin University in 1987),
Murdoch University in 1975, Edith Cowan
University in 1991 and the University of
Notre Dame in 1992.
By 1991 WA had recorded the nation’s
second highest university participation rate
based on enrolments per 1000 among 17-to64-year-olds.
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Desalination
trial to water
plant farm
MISTY Ridge Plant Farm in Wundowie
recently received $42,990 of Regional
Economic Development funds to deliver
an inland desalination trial project.
The plant farm specialises in the
propagation and sale of native Australian
and climate-native plants.
Inland desalination provides a sustainable
alternative water source to scheme water
and produces potable water suitable for
the plants.
The innovative project will trial a new
method of disposing of the saline byproduct from inland desalination.
Brackish water from a bore will be
transferred through underground pipes to
a reverse osmosis unit.
The highly salty waste-water will then
be held in a confined underground rock
structure known as a dolerite dyke which
separates the underground water sources.
The dyke prevents the highly saline water
on one side from increasing the salinity on
the other side, so the waste-water does not
contaminate the surrounding groundwater
or land.
Owner Chris Davidson has largely
designed and built the desalination plant
himself and said it is nearing full rates of
production.
The plant is producing up to 30,000
litres of quality water a day giving the
Misty Ridge Plant Farm adequate quality
water supplies for its current breeding and
propagation operations.
The project is being keenly observed
by Murdoch University and all outcomes
will be shared with people with an interest
in treating brackish underground water
through desalination, to reduce reliance
on scheme water.

Cpl Warren Hall
didn’t forget

Farmers pray for opening rains

Looking like a Martian lander at sunset, this local air seeder was used last month to plant a Nunile crop. Photo Frank Panizza.
Toodyay Agricultural Alliance
Frank Panizza
WAITING for rain – this appears to be the
theme around the agricultural areas throughout
our shire and most of the Wheatbelt.
Light rainfall was received by farmers and
residents alike in April but the amount fell
short of the monthly average.
Official records for Toodyay reveal that
April rainfall on average is just over 25mm.
Most areas within the shire recorded 10mm
or less.
March rainfall was generally below average
as well, however rainfall in the last week of
February was above average.
Most farmers are all prepared and ready to
start seeding programs.
Lime spreading and stubble burning duties
are mostly complete.
Many livestock owners are still hand
feeding sheep and cattle with no end to it in
sight.
Lester Snooke, owner of Bolgart Rural
Merchandise, commented recently that “most
farmers are primed up and ready to go but
most are standing on the sidelines to see what
happens with the weather”.
He added “about 25 per cent of farmers have
made a start on their 2020 seeding programs
mostly seeding canola and lupins. However,

the rest have made a decision to sit it out until
early May or until more promising signs of
rain eventuate”.
Mr Snooke said that he expected canola
programs to stay much the same as last year
but expected a slight drift back towards wheat
from barley due to grain prices.
Covid-19 lockdowns and travel restrictions
are still not having much effect on agriculture
within our shire and within WA.
Intermittent delays due to social distancing
and Covid-19 protocols are being experienced
at some agricultural supplies outlets.
The delays appear to be an inconvenience
more than a threat to productivity.
Covid-19 protocols have also affected the
number of people who are able to attend
livestock sales which has raised concerns
about competition.
Some states within Australia have now
adopted ‘computer selling’ of livestock via
electronic means to overcome this issue.
There has been a general easing of sheep
and wool values over the past few weeks.
Concerns over the impact of the corona virus
has added a cautious note to any buying of
both commodities.
Seeding operations within our shire will be
in full swing this month and in June which will
result in increased movements of oversized
agricultural machinery on our local roads.

In holding mode but we
plan for Show to go on
Toodyay Agriculture Society
Alison Wroth

He’s a familiar sight leading the town’s
annual Anzac Day Parade wearing distinctive
white leather service gauntlets, and 20-year
Australian Army veteran Warren Hall wasn’t
going to let the current Covid-19 lockdown
stop him turning out in full military regalia
to observe last month’s Dawn Service outside
his Toodyay home. Cpl Hall served as a
cartographer in an Army survey unit.

WHILE we are experiencing such an
immense disruption in all our lives,
organising an event is like playing a waiting
game to see if Covid-19 social gathering
restrictions will be lifted. Hence, we are in
holding mode until then.
During this time, a few committee members
are looking at other ways of promoting the
Show further down the track.
Our Toodyay Agricultural Society website
is being given a long overdue and muchneeded facelift by Karen Dore.
As soon as the updated version is up and
running, visitors to the site will notice a few
new additions; links to pay membership,
online ticketing to beat those queues, and
contact lists for committee and coordinators,
making everything easier for everyone.
Our Facebook page and everything social
media is also getting pushed in the next few
weeks.
We invite history buffs to check out the
Facebook page if you are interested in
the history of the Show and the Toodyay
Agricultural Society in general.
We will be putting on display very old
show schedule covers, historical prize
certificates and pieces of our history so you
get an idea on what the community and its

Show has actually been through to get to our
167th Show.
Beth Frayne compiled the entire historical
document for us a few years ago and it’s her
knowledge and interest in Toodyay history
that is the reason why we have the entire
history of our local show, unlike many
agricultural societies.
So stay safe, keep smiling and look forward
to the June issue.
We will soon have a definite idea of
what avenue we are taking regarding the
organisation of this year’s Show and I will
detail the committee’s decision as more
information comes to light.

All residents are urged to take extra care
on the roads during this busy period while
farmers transport equipment.
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Toodyay no stranger to infectious diseases Old gaol elves
busy making
shingle bells

Toodyay Historical Society
Robyn Taylor
DURING these unusual times it is interesting
to look back on history about the global
spread of infectious disease and the measures
taken to deal with the situation.
In the early decades of the 19th century
when ocean travel between countries was
increasing, there was growing concern about
ships carrying infectious diseases such as
smallpox and cholera.
It is estimated more than 15 million people
died in India between 1817 and 1860 in the
first three pandemics of the 19th century.
In 1832 a cholera pandemic was sweeping
through Europe and North America killing
thousands of people.
In New York mass panic resulted in almost
half of the city’s population, about 100,000
people, fleeing to the countryside.
As a result, Great Britain established
official regulations regarding the quarantine
of vessels and advised its colonies that
similar measures had to be taken to contain
the spread.
In NSW, Governor Darling’s Quarantine
Act of 1832 was passed and North Head at
the entrance to Sydney Harbour was set aside
as a quarantine station.
People were kept in isolation until it was
considered safe to release them.
In 1833 the Swan River Colony’s Governor
Stirling issued a proclamation for the
prevention and spread of infectious diseases.
The need for a quarantine station was raised
following several incidences of sickness on
board incoming vessels to Albany, including
a suspected case of smallpox.
Official reluctance led to delays until one
group of passengers happened to include
the Colonial Secretary Frederick Barlee and
other dignitaries.
They were not pleased with the conditions
of their enforced isolation living in tents on
windswept Mistaken Island.
On their release, moves were made to
establish a permanent quarantine station on
the Vancouver Peninsula in Albany.
Work began in 1875 but it wasn’t until 1897
that facilities including an isolation ward and
first class quarters were completed.
The station is situated on what is now a
Class A nature reserve and readers may be

Volunteers of Toodyay Museums
Barry Keens

The home of Dr Growse who treated Aboriginal measles patients at the former Newcastle
Convict Depot in 1861. The imposing two-storey 1860s residence, also known as ‘The Ship’,
was one of the earliest built in Newcastle (later renamed Toodyay) and forms part of the now
disused Roman Catholic precinct near Goomalling Road. Photo: Newcastle Gaol Museum.
familiar with it as Camp Quaranup.
In 1876 a second quarantine station was
established at Woodman’s Point, at Munster
south of Coogee.
Despite measures taken to contain infectious
disease, illnesses such as influenza and
measles were introduced with devastating
impact on the Aboriginal population.
One measles epidemic was believed to
have originated from a passenger on board
an incoming vessel that landed at Albany in
1860.
By early 1861 the contagion had spread to
‘Gwambygine Farm’ just south of York where
Charles Wittenoom’s wife Sarah tended their
Aboriginal workers.
Sara contracted the illness and died as did
their infant son James who died soon after.
The disease continued to spread to Toodyay
where Doctor Growse erected a hut at the
Convict Depot where local Aboriginal people
were brought for treatment.

However, after one of their group died, they
left in the belief the doctor’s medicine was
poison.
According to the Resident Magistrate’s
report to the Colonial Secretary, fourteen
Aboriginals died during 1861 at the various
homesteads in the district of Toodyay
from ‘The Byeen’ to Chidlow’s property at
Northam.
With the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, our
calendar of events remains on hold.
Members will be advised of any changes.
For the time being, Drummond House
and Donegan’s Cottage remain closed to the
public.
Contacts: secretary.2j.ths@gmail.com,
Robyn Taylor, rdtaylor@iinet.net.au, phone
9574 2578; Beth Frayne, toobide4@iinet.net.
au, phone 9574 5971.
Write to PO 32 Toodyay WA 6566. Website:
toodyayhistoricalsociety.org.au/.
Membership is $15 per annum.

WE HAVE not been able to work at the
Old Gaol Museum or workshop since
the middle of March due to the Covid-19
pandemic restrictions, but that does not
mean we have been idle.
Volunteers have been able to work at
home doing research and some digitising
of photographs as well as making bells,
clocks, wind chimes etc. from the gaol’s
old shingles as well as stocking up on
shingles for later use.
If you need shingles or repurposed
shingle items, they are now available,
contact free, from me by calling or texting
0427 047 850.
We also have limited edition fabric
microwaveable wheat hot packs sized
400mm x 110mm, for $15.
The decision on the Waste Management
Infinity Awards has been postponed until
later, so we are still in with a chance.

Shingle items made by volunteers.

