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Hall shut as Covid crisis increases
Country Women’s Association
Elizabeth Mansom

New pouches for orphaned joeys are some of the craft items created by group members.

Craft group hops into making
pouches for marsupial waifs

The Crooked Needle
Jean Melhuish-Hill
I AM A new resident in town, and I was looking
for an activity where I could get to know some
other Toodyayians.
There are lots of groups to choose from and

‘Toilet paper’ virus
strands mini rail
Toodyay Miniature Railway
Vern Witney
WE ARE very sorry about this but, our
popular ‘little trains’ tourist attraction which
operates in Duidgee Park will not be running
during Easter as planned.
This is a great shame as people could have
looked forward to a bit of light relief during
this time of the ‘toilet paper’ virus.
This situation won’t last forever so we look
forward to normal timetables in a couple of
months.
Since we stopped running last October the
‘work’ crew have been busy in the workshop
bringing our rolling stock up to date to
comply with public liability insurance rules.
The groundwork for the rail extension
simply needs a big pipe dropped into a gully
to make a culvert.

I was introduced to the Friday Morning Craft
group after attending the Fibre Festival a couple
of years ago.
It was some months later that I was able
to attend the craft group and was welcomed
by Gail who I had met that day and she even
remembered my name.
After the local January bushfires Phyllis
responded to a Community Facebook post
looking for assistance to help orphaned joeys.
Becky from Marsupial Mammas and Pappas
was invited and came along with a sample joey
pouch.
After creating her own pattern Phyllis
produced 20 pouches and a variety of liners
and feed bags all made from her scraps and
materials she no longer needed.
Becky and one of the Joey’s attended our
group on March 13 and left with the stack of
new pouches.
So, if you are interested in making some new
friends or learning a new skill, these ladies have
a wealth of knowledge and extensive capability
when it comes to crafts.
You don’t need to know how (I definitely
didn’t) you just need to have something in mind
that you would like to do; knitting, crocheting,
cross stitch, quilting and sewing of any kind.
Unfortunately, because of Covid-19 meetings
have been suspended until further notice.
In the meantime, for further information
please contact Jan on 0407 083 079 or Annette
on 9574 2332.

Social distancing looms for spinners
Toodyay Spinners
Glynne Bartlett
HERE we are in uncertain times. Unfortunately,
Toodyay Spinners have had to suspend our
weekly get-togethers until the virus has passed.
But in the meantime, before we closed our
door, we were lucky enough to be given a crash
course on the art of weaving by our multitalented Gail.
She brought in her loom and showed us
how she makes her beautiful soft Suri (alpaca)
scarves.
Our president Michelle has also been busy
making a lovely wrap.
Well, that’s all from me, if you have any
queries, please ring our secretary Sue on 0404
126 229 and leave a message.
Until the next time, chin up and wash your
bloody hands.

WE KNOW with so many event cancellations it
will come as a further disappointment to many
that this year’s Fibre Festival has been cancelled.
Unfortunately the streets won’t receive a splash
of colour from the yarn bombers, you will have to
wait to see what colour the French knitting loom
has been painted, and sadly the artisans will not
be lining Stirling Terrace come June.
However, there is the opportunity to explore
artists’ wares on our website toodyayfibrefestival.
com/markets. Many of the artisans have online
stores or sell through their social media channels.
Our website will continue to list the 2020
artisans until the end of this year.

Elizabeth Mansom (left) and Maxine Walker with the Japanese students who addressed the
International Day in Mundaring.

Bush fire quilts on their way east
Ragbags Quilting Group
Kerry Gregory
A MONTH ago we were not even talking
Covid-19 and now it has almost totally
eclipsed all discussion of the plight of bush
fire victims in the eastern states.
Our group activities have continued in
our homes in an effort to have a reasonable
number of comfort quilts completed for some
fire victims in NSW.
Although our numbers are few, we have
amassed 15 quilts in a short time. A few
quilts have been generously donated by other
friends and we sincerely thank them.
Al and I had initially intended to drive east

Gail’s weaving loom.

Fibre Festival prepares for next year
Toodyay Fibre Festival
Peta Korb

THE FOLLOWING is from our president,
Maxine.
“After much discussion among members
it was decided that due to reports of rising
numbers of Covid-19 patients and with
concern for the safety of our members and
all of our community, we closed the hall on
March 23.”
The state office closed on March 16 and
with staff working from home, videoconferencing and e-meetings enable the
business of the organisation to continue.
In the notice of the office closure was an
attachment giving patterns for various items
such as teddies, drainage bags, poppies,
rugs and muffs to keep our hands and minds
occupied during the current health crisis.

While the decision to cancel is disappointing it
does mean plans are well in advance for a fabulous
2021 Toodyay Fibre Festival, which will be held
on Sunday 6 June 2021 between 10am and 3pm.
The Toodyay Fibre Festival team has been
collaborating with textile groups to create some
amazing textile art installations, now we have
time to plan for some more.
If you are part of a group that would be
interested in teaming up on a project with us for
2021 please email info@toodyayfibrefestival.
com.
What’s not cancelled is creativity, community
spirit and kindness.
Stay in touch with us on a more regular basis
through our social media channels and our website
toodyayfibrefestival.com.

Prior to the cancellation of group events,
we were able to attend two very enjoyable
and educational functions.
The first was at Mundaring on March 9
and two of our ladies dressed with this year’s
country of study, Japan, in mind.
Two Japanese students attended giving
a very informative talk and answered
numerous questions from the admiring
audience.
Later that week branch members met at the
hall to learn about defibrillators.
One of these devices has been installed
at the hall and president Maxine brought
manikins and practice defibrillators so we
could practise what to do if necessary.
We are very grateful to the local St John
Ambulance for the use of this equipment.
If you have any inquiries about the hall
please contact Meg Mills on 9574 2245.

in the first week of April to deliver the quilts
but that is now out of the question so they
will be sent to a rural fire service brigade on
the NSW south coast for distribution.
When Covid-19 crisis eases we will again
invite quilters, aspiring quilters and crafters
to come along, bring your current project and
share a cuppa with us on the first and third
Wednesday of each month in St Stephen’s
Anglican Church Hall, Toodyay, from 10am
to 2pm.
Self isolation provides a great opportunity
to dig into your stash, check out a few
magazines for inspiration and get cracking on
a quilt or two to show off at our next Show
and Tell.
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Social isolation stirs creative muse

Arts Toodyay
Margot Watkins
WE HAD a fantastic lot of things to tell you
about what was happening over the coming
months, but as you will guess, everything has
been cancelled or put on hold for now, such as
the Moondyne Exhibition, Ruth’s Open Day,
workshops, the Studio Trail plus our monthly
meetings.
For artists, fallow ground is but an opportunity.
We are waiting now to see how things progress
before deciding whether Vino will go ahead.
So do keep creating. We will keep you posted.
Celebrations were planned for April.

Fifteen years ago, a surprisingly large
number of people turned up to a meeting at the
Freemasons Hotel to gauge whether there was
sufficient interest in Toodyay to form an arts
group.
Just a few years later we were incorporated, had
found a semi-permanent home and commenced
our very impressive and inclusive program of
annual arts and craft exhibitions, workshops, a
sound and light show, shop window displays,
studio trails, auctions, installations, street art,
fundraisers, artists-in-residence etc..
Plus, our amazing collaboration with Coorinja
Winery for our annual Vino Art Exhibition
commenced where traditionally we’ve engaged

local musicians to perform.
So more than ever, Arts Toodyay is a great
group to belong to.
Our Member Voices Series on Arts Toodyay
Facebook is continuing and we hope to be able
to promote all our members over the coming
months.
Similarly, member artists will be included on
our website which will be updated.
Let us know if you wish to be included by
emailing secretary.arts.2j@ gmail.com or Helen
Shanks hjshanks@bigpond.com.
If you have a brilliant idea to keep the arts
humming in the Covid-19 era do let us know
and we will see what we can do about it.

Power of music can lift your spirits
Toodyay Music Club
Jenny Edgecombe
AS WITH most of our local clubs, there will be
no meetings of the Toodyay Music Club until
further notice, due to the Covid-19 situation.
I wondered if Joe and I could sing on our
balcony for the neighbours but, sadly, it seems
that kangaroos are not at all musical, barely
pausing in their busy munching.
Our members stay in touch online, so perhaps
there will be amateur film clips and photos of
past glories doing the rounds as we stay at home.

Meanwhile, we did enjoy a happy afternoon
at our March meeting, with chairs spaced at the
recommended distance.
We started the afternoon with an extended
singalong to lift our spirits, then Pete conjured
up thoughts of smoky nightclubs with the classic
Ruby (a Ray Charles hit).
Moya joined him for an hilarious My Momma
Done Told Me, then a moving version of Today.
The bouncy Puppet on a String by Eileen kept
our spirits up.
Brian’s unaccompanied singing of a hymn
from the 1880s, Angels Guard Thee, was really
inspiring.

That sad song from the sixties, There Goes My
Reason for Living, was really well presented by
Spencer and Victoria, with Spencer on guitar.
Joe’s choices included two of my favourites,
Queen of the Night and Road to Drumleman
(not, as I thought when he started learning it
years ago, Road to John Lennon).
Jenny’s offerings included a heartfelt
Thanksgiving Prayer, originally prepared for
last year’s Homecoming theme.
The Sweet theme planned for May has been
postponed of course, until our next meeting,
at some later date. Until then, never forget the
power of music to lift your spirits.

ENVIRONMENT

Tiger Snake’s diet determines its size
Python Watch
Desraé Clarke
THE TIGER Snake is a bulky, stout animal
with a yellow belly and is either black, with fine
yellow cream or orange stripes, or black with
no stripes at all.

It shelters beneath logs, in grass and low
shrubs and in abandoned rabbit burrows.
The frog is its main diet, so it frequents areas
of swamp, creek, river or sea and, like all snakes,
it is an accomplished swimmer.
The Tiger Snake is diurnal (active during the
day) and nocturnal (active at night).

Western Tiger Snake. Photo: Guide to Snakes and Frogs of the Perth Region by Brian Bush et al.

It is very tolerant of cooler weather and will
emerge on cool nights to hunt.
Take care when walking in damp areas with
children or the dog as the species will often be
found basking especially on sunny winter days.
The species is found across southern Australia.
It is interesting to note that the size of the
snakes that are isolated in off-shore islands can
differ greatly in size resulting from the particular
prey taken.
Those living on Tasmanian off-shore islands
that support a Mutton Bird population can reach
a length of two metres from taking the large
Mutton Bird chick.
The snakes found in WA’s Carnac and Garden
Islands are smaller, up to one point two metres in
length, because they eat smaller gull hatchlings.
This species will also predate on other snakes,
turtles, lizards, fish, low-nesting birds and
nestlings.
The Tiger Snake bears 15 to 30 live young in
autumn.
It is a dangerously venomous reptile as are the
young offspring.
Inquiries regarding identification of flora and
fauna observations can usually be identified
by the club’s amateur experts, especially if the
sighting is accompanied by a photograph.
If there is any doubt the query can be passed
to zoology or botanical experts.
Email info@toodyaynats.org.au, visit the
website toodyaynats.org.au or ring 9574 5574.
For advice or assistance for orphaned, injured
or sick wildlife call the 24/7 Wildcare Helpline
on 9474 9055.

Singer Anne, was put in her place by her
dog, as she just wouldn’t stop touching her
face. See what happens when you don’t obey
the rules?

How to stop
touching
your face

Toodyay Community Singers
Collette Healy
THE TOODYAY Community Singers, like
most other groups, has unfortunately come to
a sudden halt, owing to the Covid-19 virus.
This has put a stop to our plans of singing
at the Anzac Memorial Service, Toodyay
Music Fest and the Moondyne Festival.
The fact that the CWA Hall is closed until
further notice means our place of rehearsals
is not available to us and to the many others
who use this wonderful facility to run various
clubs and groups.
But it is not forever and, sad as it is that
this unfortunate virus is affecting the whole
world, there are some positives which we
must recognise and hold onto.
So, we will watch this space and look
forward to the day when we singers can get
together again, with much gusto, and hit
Toodyay with our vibrancy.

Management

Your One Stop Shop
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TRADES AND SERVICES

ACCOMMODATION

AIR CONDITIONING

ACCOUNTANT

FREE UNDER
BONNET CHECKS

BATTERIES FREE
DELIVERY 5km FROM TOWN
Air-Conditioning Installation

EXHAUSTS FOR ALL
MAKES AND MODELS

•

We are locally owned & operated

•

Prompt quality work throughout Toodyay & surrounds

•

Supply & Install A/C's or Install of your own unit

•

Service & repairs to all units• Split systems, Ducted units &
Evaporated units

•

Qualified & Licenced Electricians & Refrigeration mechanics

Avon Valley Supplier of

Office: 0409 096 798
Simon: 0409 041 566
AU45643

AIR CONDITIONING

ANTENNA SERVICES

AIR CONDITIONING

B.G.
Antenna Services
TIRES

ABN 50 826 219 371

TIRES

BUILDING HIGH MILEAGE TIRES SINCE 1909

AIR CONDITIONING &
REFRIGERATION

* TVAntennas

* Digital TV
* Satellite TV
* Sound Systems

Split systems - Evaporative aircons
Fully ducted systems
FULLY
Cool/freezer rooms
INSURE
D
All repairs & installs

Servicing Toodyay and Surrounding
Districts

Barry Grey on
0428 742 149

Toodyay, Avon Valley
and Hills area

Phone

Steve & 040 040 2561
AUTO AIR CONDITIONING

APPLIANCE REPAIRS

Automotive, Machinery, Airconditioning,
Caravan Servicing and Mechanical Repairs

Licence No. EC007113

bgantennas@bigpond.com
BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS

AUTO REPAIRS

• Property Conveyancing & Settlements
• Wills & Probate • Succession Planning
• Enduring Powers of Attorney & Guardianship
• Trusts & Partnerships • Criminal & Civil Litigation
• Criminal Injuries Compensation

Log Book servicing - All makes and models
A full range of Car & 4WD tyres
Supplier of a full range of spare Parts
4WD suspension and Lift Kits
Windscreens and Batteries
Auto Electrical, CD Players, Spotlights UHF Radios
Modiﬁcations Performance Chips & Exhausts

Ph:

9622 5755 • Fax: 9622 5633
Email: mayham@wn.com.au

85 Fitzgerald Street, Northam WA 6401

AU45643

BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS

BICYCLES

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS

FRANK BAILEY RENOVATOR
38 YEARS EXPERIENCE
SPECIALISING IN
KITCHENS & BATHROOMS

• French Doors
• Tiling (Ceramic)
• Gyprocking
• Plumbing & Carpentry

Phone Frank Bailey 0429

006 184

Email: frank.bailey60@gmail.com
BLINDS

BUNNY AD

BOBCAT HIRE

BOBCAT AND TRUCK HIRE
WHY BARROW IT........BOBCAT IT.......

ALL TYPES OF WORK - NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL

LANDSCAPING ADVICE FREELY GIVEN

9574 2130

* FIREBREAKS * LEVELLING
* TANK, SHED & HOUSE PADS
* SAND * SOIL * GRAVEL * ROAD BASE
* BLUE METAL *
PHONE PAUL HARRINGTON
WEEKEND WORK AVAILABLE
0408

BUILDING

BOBCAT & EXCAVATOR HIRE

Narrow access
specialist!

GREAT FOR
SMALL SPACES
Mini Bobcat • Mini Excavator

Obligation
Free
Quotes

• Landscaping • Cleanups
• Trenching for Power • Drainage etc

Email: jandkpearson@bigpond.com

• Fully Insured • Prompt Service

Phone John

0413 940 628
Home: 9572 9003

952 215

I & R REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE
BUILDING & PROPERTY SERVICES
All types of Building repairs
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Carpentry
Glass repairs
Screen doors and flyscreen repairs
“All areas”
Water collection repairs (gutters, down pipes etc)
Contact
Ross
for
all repairs
Asbestos removal (Lic No. WARL01)
Roof repairs (inc harness points)
Office 9574 4019 or 0418 941 680 mobile
Yard and property clean ups
Email: irrepairsmaintenance@iinet.net.au

Your local repairer for 10 years

ABN 38433894229
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TRADES AND SERVICES

CAFE

CARPENTRY

Outdoor Carpentry
20 Years Experience

Classic
Carpet Cleaners
Steam cleaning carpets
and upholstery

For
Quality Timber
• Pergolas • Gazebos
• Decking • Screens
• Carports • Fencing
Simon
FREE

QUOTES

25 years experience
ALL AREAS
Stephen Soer

0403 067 323

0423 350 458

CEILINGS

BUILDERS

Ron Jones

PO Box 164
Toodyay WA
Phone/Fax

CLEANING

CARPET CLEANING

COMPUTER NETWORK DESIGN

OWNER BUILDERS

HOME RENOVATORS

Business IT Support
Network Specialist
Local and Long Range Wireless
Telephone and Data Cabling

Over 20 Years experience in Business and
Enterprise IT and communications

we supply...
Plasterboard & Accessories
Fibrous Cement Sheeting and Insulation

Your one stop shop for all your computer and communications needs!

Fix, Flush, Cornice & Sand

Phone Brian Rigby on
Local Professional IT Support now in Toodyay!

0417 984 324

Plasterboard Installation

9574 2087

Shop 5, 4 Piesse St, Toodyay

COMPUTER

COMPUTER SERVICE

sales@ﬁreﬂyict.com.au

www.ﬁreﬂyict.com.au

CONCRETE

CRAFT SUPPLIES

DOG GROOMING

EARTHMOVING

GB’s PC’s
BILE COMPUTER
FOR MO
AND UPGRADES
S
R
I
REPA

For virus and spyware removal,
hardware repair, system upgrades
and quotes on new PC’s

Call Glen or Vicki on 9572 9170
or 0409 904 994
email gbpc@iinet.net.au

CURTAINS AND BLINDS

Toodyay Curtains & Blinds
Holland Blinds, Vertical Drapes
Awnings, Venetians, Panel Glides
Curtains and Tracks, Roller Shutters
and much more!

Buy direct and bank the diﬀerence
Phone: Paul Hodgkiss

0409 812 671

Email: paulhodgy@outlook.com

Professional Dog Grooming with love‘n’cuddles
Friendly, relaxed home-based salon in Toodyay
• Clipping • Hydrobath • Blow-dry • Nail clip

0444 588 121
HERALD AD

EARTHWORKS
• Detailed earth works • Drainage and pipework
• Horse arenas and round yards • Laser level cut and fill
• Driveways and Remediation works
• General trenching (pipes, Cables, footings)
• Block clean-ups and stump removal

MACHINES
• 7t Tip truck
• 4t Excavator (with tilt hitch)
• S160 Bobcat plus attachments
Brett Schutz

0448 227 758
ABN 51 136 196 802 / PO Box 1540 Toodyay 6566 / Email: bnearthworks@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL

ELECTRICAL

ELECTRICAL
EC 002247 - AU05698

ELECTRICAL
All electrical work
FULLY
Rewires & new installs INSURED
Breakdown and repairs
Toodyay, Avon Valley
and Hills area
AU45643

Steve & 040 040 2561
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ELECTRICIAN

TRADES AND SERVICES

ELECTRICAL

LIFELINE
ELECTRICS

ELECTRICIAN

ELECTRICAL
EC 002951

81 Stirlingia Drive
Toodyay WA 6566
Mail to PO Box 259
Toodyay 6566

All types of Commercial
and domestic installations

FREE QUOTES

New to Toodyay,
with 35 years experience

Mobile: 0419 963 525
A/H: (08) 9574 5483
Email: jbhaggas@bigpond.com

JOHN HAGGAS

FENCING

FASHION

HIT YOUR TARGET

GT FENCING

EXPERIENCED LOCAL OPERATOR - COMPARE THE PRICES - FREE QUOTES

RURAL / HOBBY FARM
• POST AND RAIL
• ELECTRIC FENCING
• POST RAMMING

DOMESTIC
• RESIDENTIAL & HERITAGE ALL STYLES.....
TIMBER OR STEEL
• REMOTE CONTROLLED SOLAR OR ELECTRIC GATES
• INSURANCE WORK

EMAIL: gtfencing56@gmail.com

PHONE GARRY

0418 917 475

FUNERALS

GARAGE DOORS

GARDEN SERVICES

GAS FITTING

HANDYMAN - BUILDER

HIRE SERVICE

HAIRDRESSER

HORSE RUG REPAIRS

Paul & Suzanne Hodgkiss

GARRY SMITH

EXPERIENCED LOCAL OPERATOR - COMPARE THE PRICES - FREE QUOTES

• STEEL FRAMED HOUSE CONSTRUCTION
• OWNER BUILDER ASSISTANCE
• SHED CONVERSIONS / RENOVATIONS
• SMALL ADDITIONS
• TILING
Local contact for:

AU45643

GARDEN SERVICE

• PATIOS / CARPORTS
• PERGOLAS / DECKS
• SHADE SAILS
• INSURANCE WORK

0418 917 475

EMAIL: getgaz56@bigpond.com

Horse Rug Repairs
Canvas
Repairs
Carpet
Overlocking
Phone: 0409 812 671
Email paulhodgy@outlook.com

Page 18 THE TOODYAY HERALD April 2020
LANDSCAPING AND EARTHWORKS

MECHANICAL

TRADES AND SERVICES

METAL WORKS

LIVESTOCK TRANSPORT

MOBILE WELDING

NEW & USED MOTOR VEHICLES

EziFix

NURSERY

NEW & USED MOTOR VEHICLES

OPTOMETRIST

PEST CONTROL

REGIONAL PEST CONTROL

PHD Lic : 727

• Bulk billing to Medicare
• HBF & DVA Provider
• Competitive prices
• Great range of frames & sunglasses
• Locally owned and operated

www.northamoptical.com.au
138 Fitzgerald St Northam WA P 9621 1131 E northamoptical@yahoo.com.au

PEST CONTROL

30 years Experience

ABN : 35 203 910 408

The Experienced Professionals in Pest Control
LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
For all your Domestic or Commercial Pest Control Needs

TION
IGA
OBL EE
FR ES
T
QUO

CONTACT : KEN PROWSE
9574 4401 ph / fax
Mobile : 0427 778 643

email : regionalpestcontrol@bigpond.com
Call Your Regional Pest Control Experts

PLASTIC FABRICATION

PLUMBER

BW Plastics Pty Ltd

Julian’s

CUSTOM PLASTIC FABRICATORS
Midland, Avon Valley, Wheatbelt & Perth Hills

Manufacturing, Pipework,
and On-Site Repairs

Insects / Rodents / Termites
Bees / Pigeons / Bed Bugs
Termite Baiting System

0405 450 124

Kevin Williams

0417 946 703
60 Old York Road, Northam WA 6401
PO Box 315 Northam 6401

Items made from PVC, HDPE, PP
Special orders welcome for custom made tanks and
trays, covers or belts and specialist pipe ﬁttings.
Repair work including Spray tank/water tank repairs

POOL SUPPLIES

PLUMBING

CALL US TODAY
Plumbing Design

Tel: 9622 8571
sales@bwplastics.com.au - www.bwplastics.com.au

0407 775 903

peter@edgeplumbingdesign.com.au

EXPERTISE YOU CAN TRUST
We provide a wide range of services including
Drainage,Emergency Plumbing, Gas, New Housing,
Renovations, Hot Water Units and Water Piping.

Servicing from Gidge, Morangup, Toodyay, Bakers Hill, Chidlow and surrounding areas

INSTALL
SERVICE
REPAIR
333 Fitzgerald St. Northam

08 9622 5571

POWER EQUIPMENT
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TRADES AND SERVICES

PUMPS

PUMPS

SCRAP METAL

REFRIGERATION

T OODYAY PUMPS

CASH PAID FOR ALL
SCRAP METALS

MOBILE PUMP SERVICE
Servicing to all makes of pumps
Suppliers of Domestic
& Bore Water Systems

Refrigeration Mechanic

Agents for: Onga, Ebara,
Grundfos, Mono
Manufacturers of the
Feri Airlift System Air Pump

•

We are locally owned & operated

•

Prompt quality work throughout Toodyay & surrounds

•

Repairs to all your refrigeration products

•

Qualified & Licenced Electricians & refrigeration mechanic

Phone JIM & LYN

SunPowerWA

0417 173 104
55 Railway Road Toodyay

The Power in Agriculture

Aluminium Cans etc. Copper Brass
Tin Steel Batteries Radiators etc.

Office: 0409 096 798
Simon: 0409 041 566
AU45643

Phone Charlie or Marion
9574 2987
Mob. 0438 412 324 or 0439 842 987

Licence No. EC007113

SMASH REPAIR

SIGNS

SOLAR

SMASH REPAIR

SMASH REPAIR

SPORT RETAILER

STORAGE UNITS

AU45643

TAXI SERVICE

SWIMMING POOLS

Avon Storage
Toodyay

- Now Managed by Country Realty Self storage Units
Located at Extracts Industrial Estate
6m x 3m (single garage size) units
now available
You lock it up – You keep the key

Ph 9574 4200
TILING

TOWING

TIMBER FLOORING

Toodyay Timber Flooring
Owner/Operator
• Installation
• Sanding
• Polishing
• Coating
Free Quotes
Quality Workmanship

Ph: 0447 986 289
TREE LOPPING

TREE SERVICE

UPHOLSTERY
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TRADES AND SERVICES

WASTE REMOVAL

WATER/BORES

Julimar Drilling Services
•
•
•
•
•

Water bore construction
Domestic and Commerical
Rotary mud and air
Hard rock, clay and sand
Free quotes

Contact Nathan or Sandy
Ph:
9574 5582
Mob: 0409 089 392
Email: julimards@bigpond.com

WATER CARTING

#

WATER CARTAGE

• 10,000 litres per load
• Potable water only
• Home water tanks lled
• Swimming pools & Spas
• Friendly local service

Call Tony today

Servicing
the
Avon Valley

O487 188 825 You ring! We Bring!

WATER CARTING

WATER TANK TANK CLEANING

WATER TANKS

WINDSCREENS

WINDOW TINTING

WORK & SAFETY WEAR

WOOL BUYING

ENVIRONMENT

WHEATBELT

Fragrant wood
turns air
aromatic

SAFETY WEAR
84 Fitzgerald Street
NORTHAM
Ph:9621 1852

Avon Woodturners
Max J Heath

A SHORTENED version this month.
The turners are going along well with
all lathes buzzing most days and our new
members are having fun having a crack at
their first projects.
We actually need to get them on to some
basics first but of course everybody wants
to make something to get going.
The club has also had a couple of
inquiries about others joining. This is good
news for our club getting our numbers up.
We were recently given some Camphor
Laurel and a couple of our members, David
Doye and Allan Bartlett have tried turning
it with a lot of success.
They have turned out a couple of
beautiful objects and the aroma in the shed
while they were turning was delightful.
Sassafras is another timber that Trevor
Prangnell and I used, and this is also
turning out good results. Even though it’s
not an aromatic timber, the grain is most
attractive.
Allan Bartlett tackled a rough burl the
other day and this looked great as well, so
it’s good to see some nice turning coming
from the shed.
One of our members has purchased some
Old Gaol roof shingles from the visitor
centre and made a few clocks which have
been well received by his family.
Other people have also made items from
these historic shingles – great gifts and a
piece of Toodyay history.
Well, that is about all from the woodturners
this month. People, please take care at this
time of the Covid-19 virus.

Ron:0427 858 383 Anne:0417 094 337

Swallows ignore social distancing
Bird of the Month
Desraé Clarke
THE DAINTY 17 to 18cm Dusky
Woodswallow is unrelated to the true
swallow with both male and female birds of
the species looking alike.
Its upper and lower body colour is dark
smoky grey; it has a blue bill with a black
tip, brown eye and black legs and feet.
The dusky black tail has distinctive white
tips.
It hawks insects when in flight and the
white underwing contrasts with the dark
body colour of the species.
Breeding is from August to January
but with suitable conditions it may breed
throughout the year.
The flimsy nest of twigs, neatly lined with
grass, can be found in the fork of a tree or
behind tree bark, on a tree stump or on a large
fence post.
The birds nest together which may be as
protection from predation.
Three to four cream-coloured eggs with
brownish spots or blotches are laid to be
incubated for 16 days.
Both parents assist with the incubation and
feeding; the young fledge in 16 to 20 days.
The bird is sedentary and is a contact
species as it sits side by side in rows, on

The Dusky Woodswallow. Photo: Sandy Wessley.
branches, fences or overhead wires to preen
and roost.
Help – if a Tawny Frogmouth is sighted
by anyone, our lovely Anglican minister
Reverend Peggy Ludlow would love to see
one before she leaves our shores later this
year.
Contact numbers are set out at the end of

this month’s article.
The Toodyay Naturalists’ Club is grateful
for reports of sightings of any topic of natural
history including that of feral species. Phone
9574 5574 or emailinfo@toodyaynats.org.
au/.
Wildcare Helpline is available 24/7 on 9474
9055 for queries or advice on wildlife.
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Residents need a say on
extractive industries
Avon and Hills Mining Awareness
Group

The newly created kayak launch ramp near the picnic shelter at Millards Pool.

Nature walks for a positive future

Toodyay Friends of the River
Sarah Dudley
THIS is a challenging time for each of us
as a community to explore ways and means
of looking after each other, and to reach out
beyond those we normally talk to.
It is a time of change, a time for calm, a time
for creativity, with time to plan for the era
when circumstances will improve and we are
prepared for a positive and different future.
We have already survived drought, bushfires,
floods and financial crises and, as a responsible
community, will survive a global virus attack.
At the time of writing, our Wetherall Reserve
working bees for April will still take place – all
within the guidelines currently provided by the
WA Landcare Network.
Volunteer groups are encouraged by them to
keep operating as normally as possible within
the restrictions on gatherings and complying
as advice changes.
However, as the second Sunday of April just
happens to be Easter Sunday, the April Sunday
and Monday working bees have been moved
to the third Sunday and Monday, April 19 and
20.
Details will be posted on our Drummond
House noticeboard and will also be on our
website.
Sadly, the group’s intended raffle scheduled

for Friday and Saturday April 3 and 4 has had
to be postponed.
So what can we do to distract us from
media doom and gloom and assist us to be
increasingly physically active?
Here are a few possibilities to fill the AFLless vacuum.
Walk the Bilya Track making time to stop at
the newly painted bird hide at Lloyds Reserve
to admire the feathered residents of Red Banks
Pool.
One Friends volunteer saw 27 coots there one
evening, not to mention the plentiful grebes,
cormorants and duck species.
There must be plenty of food present to
support so many birds.
A recent survey by the Department of Water
indicated the river was rich in crustaceans and
small fish, despite the current lack of flow
resulting in the creation of pools.
Use our newly created, cleverly designed
kayak launch ramp near the picnic shelter to
launch your unmuddied self into Millards Pool
– on the assumption you have a kayak.
Many thanks to the hard-working team of
Bill, Mauri, Grahame and donors who strove
to bring this project to fruition.
The ramp boasts a floating, chained section
which will accommodate different water levels,
yet is safely weighted so it cannot be washed
away.
Buoyed with this success, there are now plans
to create a second launching ramp at Wetherall
Reserve.
Walk the length of Boyagerring Brook from
the high school to where it joins Goomalling
Road.
Remind yourself that hope is a reality by
visiting Gabidine Reserve and the rest of the
burnt area alongside Toodyay Road and admire
the lignotubers and epicorms hard at work
producing new life.
Finally a War on Waste quote which is
thought-provoking to say the least.
World: “There’s no way we can shut everything
down in order to lower emissions, slow climate
change and protect the environment.”
Mother Nature: “Here’s a virus. Practice.”

SHIRE councils can merely express their
position on allowing open-cut mining in
their area as the final decision on a mining
proponent’s application is made by the WA
state government.
However, when it comes to having a say
on extractive industries, local government
decides whether an application to quarry
materials such as gravel, stone, clay and sand
will be permitted.
AHMAG welcomes the recent opportunity
to comment on Toodyay Shire Council’s
draft Planning Policy No 23 ‘Extraction
of Basic Raw Materials’ and has made a
submission outlining areas of concern which
the current draft does not address.
The draft makes no reference to
consultation and advertising requirements
for development applications.
There are numerous instances across
the state where the advertising period for
submissions was ill-timed (over Christmas)
or too short or was placed in an inappropriate
media outlet.
In other words, residents who will be
directly impacted by the application know
nothing about it until after the project is
passed and work commences.
The draft policy has nothing relating
to any requirements for extractive
industry proponents or the shire to liaise
with government agencies regarding
environmental issues.
Particular areas of concern are the
availability of water resources, noise, dust,
weeds, dieback, vibrations from trucks,
blasting, and land clearing and drainage
which can all have a negative impact on
residents and the environment.
Toodyay Shire Council has the authority
to set restrictions on the number of vehicle
movements and operating times and should
ensure the safety of all road users and lessen
the impact on residents’ amenity.

The proposed massive gravel pit at 3650
Toodyay Road Bailup first came before the
Mundaring Council in late December 2017
and it is still in limbo due to Main Roads
concerns about an additional 132 heavyvehicle movements per day.
By contrast, in August 2018 Toodyay Shire
Council swiftly approved Boral’s application
to increase granite extraction at Cobbler Pool
Road from 50,000 tonnes to 300,000 tonnes
a year which resulted in many more heavyhaulage trucks on Morangup and Toodyay
Roads.
Boral is still awaiting the outcome of a
scheme amendment to its proposal to change
the resource zoning on the granite quarry
at Red Hill to include a waste ‘recycling’
facility for building rubble.
The Gidgegannup Progress Association
and West Gidgegannup Landowners believe
the proposal is a step towards industrialising
a resource area which would allow extractive
industries to evade their responsibility to
rehabilitate the land once the resource has
been exhausted.
It’s heartening that the majority of current
Toodyay councillors are concerned about
the environment and the potential negative
impacts of extractive industries’ projects
and we expect them to closely scrutinise and
query proponents’ applications.
Extractive industries are here to stay
and council needs to ensure that stringent
conditions are applied and monitored for
compliance so industry and residents can
co-exist harmoniously.
Next month we will report on Chalice Gold
Mines’ recent discovery of a vast resource
of nickel-copper palladium sulphide in the
Julimar area near Toodyay.
As with all community organisations at
this time, AHMAG has had its wings clipped
in terms of fundraising activites so please
consider becoming a member. It’s as cheap
as chips, only $10 a year.
Find us on facebook.com/avonhills or write
to PO Box 111 Gidgegannup WA 6083..

Gardeners prune back activities
Toodyay Garden Club
Daphne Lee

HELLO fellow gardeners.
It is with much sorrow and regret that
I need to inform you all that the club has
cancelled all activities until further notice
due to Covid-19 restrictions.
On March 5 we held our AGM with more
than 40 members attending.
All positions were declared vacant and
Judy Rowston was unanimously elected
president – thank you Judy.
Our very capable secretary Stephanie

Bernice who won the door prize at the AGM.

Bain was also unanimously returned –
good on you Steph.
Many thanks to Liz Hughes for taking
on the position of treasurer, Ann Simmons
who is our new vice-president and Annette
Bazley our new morning tea co-ordinator.
Thank you all for your support as our
club cannot operate without a committee.
Committee members are Daphne Lee,
Heather Blackwell, Liz and Russty Taylor
and Jan Ackroyd.
Welcome everyone and I hope we can
enjoy some garden club days soon.
We have a lovely year planned so will
let you all know when we can resume our
activities.
Many thanks also to the retiring
committee members Francis, Maurice
and Claire.
We are very grateful for the effort you all
put into our committee and hope to see you
all enjoying the club’s future activities.
Take care everyone. Enjoy the cooler
weather and your gardens and please
protect yourselves and stay healthy.
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Where’s When and Where?
AS ALL community organisations have
suspended group activities until further
notice and due to space considerations in
this smaller edition we are not publishing
our regular When and Where segment.

Wanted

Firewood

The information about who to contact
in an organisation is still available online
at The Toodyay Herald’s website and we
will resume publishing When and Where
when groups are up and running again.

CASH paid for aluminium cans, steel, brass,
copper, old car bodies, etc. Lot 10 Tannin
Place, Industrial Extracts, Northam Road.
Phone 9574 2987 or 0438 412 324.

TOP QUALITY dry split jarrah. Available
on order for pick up from 10 Tannin
Place, Industrial Extracts, Toodyay. Small
or large quantities. Phone: Charlie 0438
412 324, Marion 0439 842 987 or 9574
2987.

PUZZLES

Work Wanted

GARDENING work required phone Trevor
on 9574 5762.

Sudoku

Public Notices

Sudoku is based on the logical placement of numbers. Sudoku doesn’t require any calculation
nor special math skills; all that is needed are brains and concentration. Every number from 1 to 9
must appear in each of the nine columns, nine rows and the nine 3x3 boxes.

Easy

6
2

7
8
1

7

Hard

3
8
9 6
7 1
5 9
2 8
3
2

5
5 6 9
8
3 1
4
7
8 6 7 2 5 4
8
1

1

JONES, Steve
Passed away on 28th March. Deepest sympathy to Mandy, family
and friends.
St John Ambulance, Toodyay Sub-Centre

Crosscode
Crosscode is a logic puzzle. Each letter is a number. Begin
by guessing the first word and placing the additional letters into the crosscode. Keep guessing words/letters until
completed.
8

4

5
6 3

8

Deaths
BRODERICK, Ernie
Dear Josephine and Family. Our thoughts and prayers are with you
at this sad time.
The Parishioners of the Catholic Church, Toodyay

8
3

7

3 9
4

7

7

W

23
5

7

2

2

R

6

25

4

K

5

21

Combo Crossword
ACROSS
2 A jewel
6 Volcano effluent
7 Make spirits
10 Strolled
11 Kind of cabbage
12 Proved false
15 Russian river
18 Learned reader
20 A canal
21 Stir around
22 Gives notice of

DOWN
1 Soothing cream
starts beating all large moles
2 Pungent bulb in vulgar
licorice
3 Bourgeois type in the
centre grade
4 Seeks utmost way holding
reversed large molar

21

6
16

8

11

11

5
17

19

6

20
5

10

11

5

11

4

2

3

6

6

24

24

23

19

11

21
5

5

9

9

19

21

6

6

24

9

16

11

17

19

6

22

7

23

14

6

4

5

23

24

5

10

14

15

K

4

7

16

23

11

5

15

21

7

12

10

19

5

23

17

4

21

21

21

6

18

3

14

16

7

26

2

6

21

7

2

14

7

6

13

7

19

3

1

25

6

15

7
6

4

11

6

22

21

DOWN
1 Ointment
2 Strong herb
3 Neither top nor bottom
4 Large tooth
5 Metal fastener
8 Acidic
9 One in front
10 Totals (4,2)
13 Large waterbird
14 Brings on oneself
16 Sloping walkway
17 Den
19 Norse god

ACROSS
2 Jewel somehow gets on me
6 Fluid rock - some fell
a vast distance
7 Lids it displaced to
produce by condensation
10 Walked casually as a
medical man went ahead
11 Vegetable produced in lake
12 Sounds to have lost
tick when injured reputation
15 Colour always showing
European flower
18 Collector loses company,
left with approved reader
20 Type of hat in the waterway
21 Stir, or turn one litre
22 Makes known one very quiet
comes into view

22

11
12

Cryptic Clues

6

3

4

5

16

17

18

R

6

7

8

19

20

21

W

19

11

1
23

21

17

11
23

5

6

6

9

10

11

12

13

22

23

24

25

26

Notes
5 Metal fastener could be on
the finger
8 Pitch to start cooked
delicacy
9 Dealer moves one in
the first place
10 Dad changes drink when
finds the full amount (4,2)

13 Bird finally looks quite pale
14 Makes for oneself to
be home with dogs
16 Cheat on the way to
walk up probably
17 Rail travel for a secret place
19 No noise for
Scandinavian god
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Toodyay Rainfall
Recordings are taken at The Toodyay Club on behalf of the Bureau of Meteorology in mm (recordings and average commenced on 1/1/1877)
YEAR

JAN

FEB

MAR

APR

MAY

JUN

JUL

AUG

SEP

OCT

NOV

DEC

TOTAL

2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020
Average

0
24.2
0
30.4
0
0.5
114.3
77.8
90.6
1.8
0
11.50

0
15.4
42.3
0
2
31.3
0
116.2
9.8
0
31.6
12.50

0
14.2
0
66.7
3.8
30.9
73
24.1
0
5.8
9.8
20.00

0
10.4
11.8
10.4
62.9
31.4
64
0
4.4
15.4

0
36.6
23.6
79.4
71.8
32.4
54.4
20.8
45.2
8.7

0
52.6
106.2
11.2
58.2
25.8
57.2
30.7
51.9
125.7

69.4
92
13.8
70.4
103.7
99.2
94.7
100
118.7
128.4

36.2
70.2
51.9
90.9
38.4
62.8
77.8
82.7
129.5
66.3

12
65
59.7
100.3
41.6
14.4
34.7
54.4
6.9
13.4

3.4
57.4
3.6
19.4
53.2
25.7
33.2
8.2
48.5
15.2

7.2
18.8
52.1
2
21.4
21.9
1.8
12.3
0
6.0

21.4
29.2
29
3.4
0
4.8
27.4
22.3
0
0

26.20

66.40

97.80

101.60

79.60

48.00

31.40

15.00

9.40

149.6
486
394
484.5
457
381.1
632.5
549.5
505.5
386.7
41.4
519.40

Please send your letters to: news@toodyayherald.com.au
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HEALTH

Maintain social networks and
avoid over-analysing
What we can do

Warrior’s Wellbeing
Glen and the Team

The John Masters bird hide at Red Banks Pool is well-hidden among its surroundings.
Photo: Wayne Clarke.

Perfect place to perch for
a spot of bird-watching

Toodyay Naturalists’ Club
Desraé Clarke
AS REPORTED in the March Herald the
tiny stinging creature, the Yellow Paper
Wasp, has been identified in the shire.
Take care as a report was made of two
people suffering stings with one person
having a very severe reaction.
It is gratifying to have reports by the
public of such unusual finds and to obtain
correct identification and correct removal,
as required.
The March meeting was to be an excursion
to the Gravity Discovery Centre, Gingin,
with leader and Aboriginal Elder, Dr Noel
Nannup.
Unfortunately this outing has been
postponed for now.
This is the second postponement as the
outing was planned in 2019 late in the year
but, as advised by Dr Nannup, March/April

is a preferable time as there is usually less
cloud cover. We will get there eventually.
As with other Toodyay community groups
meetings and some activities have been
curtailed.
However, the beautiful John Masters bird
hide has recently been freshened up by Nats
and Friends of the River members joining
forces to apply two coats of paint which
makes the building look special.
With the addition of a picnic table and
seating positioned in the vicinity of Red
Banks Pool it is an ideal stopover for both
birdwatchers and walkers.
Drummond House is closed at present and
the club’s April program is in limbo.
However, the club is still very interested
in receiving observations to be lodged by
members and non-members in the ‘sightings’
area on the club’s website toodyaynats.org.
au, or by emailing info@toodyaynats.org.au
or phoning 9574 5574.

IRONICALLY, many of us ‘crack a Corona’
after a long day at work as a way of easing
stress. However many blokes and community
members are currently feeling under the
pump a little more than usual and therefore,
a discussion around that discomfort is timely.
The feeling of not being in control and the
subsequent stress that we feel has probably
never been more widespread than it is today
with the threat of Covid-19 affecting not only
Australia, but the world.
Stressful events can creep up on us.
However, the current situation is more like
that big wave bearing down on us at the
beach. We’re watching it, but we just have
to brace ourselves and hang on.
Stress is an entirely normal response to
a perceived threat and it’s useful when
preparing us to take action.
That fight or flight mechanism, getting us
ready for impending trouble can serve us
well. But given free reign it can also result
in us becoming dysfunctional.
Letting unresolved stress overburden us is
termed situational distress and it’s important
that we understand (depending on our
individual capacity and other contributing
factors) staying in this distressed state for
prolonged periods can push some of us
towards a mental illness diagnosis.

What not to do

RETREAT into yourself and shun the support
of friends and family.
Self-medicate with alcohol or drugs.
Ignore surrounding events and do nothing or
procrastinate about making any preparations.
Over-analyse or dwell upon the mountain
of negative media and sensational reporting.
Catastrophise and hoard toilet paper and
face masks for the zombie apocalypse.

MAINTAIN social networks (within
guidelines of self-quarantine if ill, and by
phone if necessary).
Make reasonable and prudent preparations
for the contingencies that are within our
control. An example might be to have enough
supplies for a possible 14-day self-quarantine
period. This doesn’t constitute hoarding; it’s
a balanced and proportionate response.
Have discussions with family around what
we will do if someone in the household does
get sick. What is the most appropriate room
for them? Bathroom access (easier if there
are two)? Meal preparation options and
shopping options (friends/family/online)?
Brush up on our sick leave/carer
entitlements. Have a discussion with your
employer about whether working from home
might be an option if you are sick and short
of leave.
Reinforce to our kids and ourselves and
importantly practise good hygiene. The most
effective preventative step we can take is as
simple as washing our hands thoroughly.
Three ways that we can alleviate the burden
of stress. Avoid the stressor; be informed but
don’t dwell or pore over the inexhaustible
mountain of sensationalist press.
Adapt to the stressor; make reasonable and
proportionate precautions.
Accept the stressor; sometimes we just
need to realise that some things are beyond
our control. This can be difficult but it’s also
healthier than railing against an unchangeable
situation.
Finding ways to relax is also important. So
meditation, music, fishing or any favourite
pastime may help us to get things back on
an even keel.
Most importantly it’s our connection with
others that has undeniably the greatest health
benefits so, before it all gets too much, talk
to a mate.

Tips on navigating new ways
to deal with cancer
Cancer Council WA
CANCER Council WA is launching an
eight-week interactive program for people
in regional WA affected by cancer.
Wheatbelt Regional Educational Officer
Melissa Pickering said the weekly free onehour Navigating Through Cancer sessions
offered people with cancer relevant evidencebased information and the opportunity to ask
questions on the day.
“Many people need some help and support
to adjust to a new way of living when
they have been diagnosed with cancer,
particularly those living in regional WA
where resources are limited,” Ms Pickering
said.
“This series of eight-weekly support and
awareness presentations is delivered through
the WA Telehealth system straight to your
electronic device or computer and includes
topics from the financial impact to living
well.
“The program will be hosted by expert
guest speakers on topics relevant to those
impacted by cancer, so we urge anyone in
regional WA who has questions or would
like to know more to register online today,”
she said.
Topics include: Cancer, Its treatments and
You; Emotions, Communication and Cancer;
The Financial Impact; Will, Legalities
and Work Rights; Nutrition and Cancer;
Sexuality and Intimacy; Living Well and
Cancer Council WA Support.
Sessions will be held every Thursday from

11am to noon from April 30 to June 18.
Places are limited so registration is required
for the free sessions.
To register online, visit eventbrite.com.
au/e/navigating-through-cancer registration
-77060340553.
You may want to join every session or
choose sessions relevant to your particular
situation
For further information please email
program coordinator Monica Graham
monica.graham@cancerwa.asn.au or ring
9382 9328.
For cancer information and support call 13
11 20 or visit cancerwa.asn.au/.

Uni seeks
help to track
flu, virus
THE HUNTER New England Population
Health University of Newcastle in NSW is
looking for more people to participate in
a survey which tracks flu and Covid -19.
More than 60,000 people have already
participated and the university needs
another 5000 participants.
To s i g n u p t o t h e s u r v e y v i s i t
HNELHD-Flutracking@health.nsw.gov.
au or phone (02) 4924 6499.

Puzzle Solutions
W
E
S O F A
R
R
S K I N
E
R U L E
A
P U Z Z
E
I
H A Z E
S
W H A T E
U
U N L I K
G

Crossword

M
J
A R C
A R R E
R
A
I
K
G O L D F I
E
E
E
O
D
D A D
R O
M
L E
E X C U S
L
M R S
P L A Y
O
C
L
V E R
O
N O
I
U
U
U
E
B U G
T O
S
H
S

Crosscode

U
S T
E
S H
A R
X
E
S
Q
U N
A
R E
E

6
2
3
4
9
5
7
1
8

5
9
8
1
7
3
2
6
4

1
7
4
2
6
8
5
3
9

7
1
9
6
2
4
8
5
3

4
5
6
3
8
9
1
7
2

8
3
2
5
1
7
9
4
6

2
4
7
9
5
6
3
8
1

3
8
1
7
4
2
6
9
5

Soduku Easy

9
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3
1
4
2
7

7
4
9
1
2
6
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8
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7
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6
1

2
6
1
8
5
3
4
9
7

1
9
2
6
3
4
7
5
8

6
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Soduku Hard

4
2
7
3
6
9
8
1
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