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Stay	cool,	stay	safe,	stay	home

Toodyay in lockdown

Julimar bushland bursts into autumn bloom

Michael Sinclair-Jones

TOODYAY is in emergency lockdown as 
local doctors, police, the Shire of Toodyay, 
schools, churches and shops take drastic 
action to help stop the deadly Covid-19 virus 
spreading through the Wheatbelt.
 All local churches and hotels have shut, 
liquor store sales are restricted, school 
attendance is now voluntary, many shops are 
shut  and travel to Perth is banned except for 
approved purposes such as work or health.
 It is uncertain if schools will re-open 
after the three-week Easter break starts on 
Thursday April 9,  and all local museums, 
indoor sports venues and libraries have 
closed for the next six months.
 Visitors from outside the Wheatbelt – 
including Perth – can no longer travel to 
Toodyay, causing local  job losses and cutting  
hours for workers in local businesses that 
rely heavily on tourism.
 The Federal Government’s Centrelink 
welfare agency and some banks are offering 
temporary financial relief.
 Supplies of essential products such as toilet 
paper which ran out in Toodyay late last 
month are expected to return to normal this 
month when fresh supplies arrive in WA after 
logistical delays of  up to 10 days in eastern 
states freight deliveries to Perth.

 Local doctors are telling patients with virus 
symptoms – a cough, shortness of breath, 
sore throat, runny or blocked nose, or fever  
(see Page 3) – not to go to Toodyay’s medical 
centre but stay home and call 9574 2500 (or 
1800 225 523 after hours) for help.
 All callers will be offered a Telehealth 
appointment at home via their phone or 
various video apps.
 Face-to-face visits will be available only by 
prior telephone request and with the approval 
of a health practitioner.
 As in all other public places, medical centre 
visitors are required to stay a ‘social distance’ 
of at least 1.5 metres (five feet) from others, 
and waiting room chairs have been placed 
farther apart.
 State health authorities are urging everyone 
to wash their hands thoroughly – front and 
back – for at least 20 seconds (the time 
it takes to sing Happy Birthday twice) as  
frequently as possible, particularly after 
touching door handles, money, benchtops, 
desks, chairs and other items touched by 
other people.
 People are also warned not to touch their 
eyes, nose or mouth – particularly in public – 
unless they first wash their hands thoroughly 
with soap.
 Shaking hands and unnecessary physical 

contact with others is to be avoided at all 
times.
 The WA Health Department says people 
don’t need to wear face masks unless they 
have virus symptoms and need to stop it 

spreading through coughs and sneezes.
 Toodyay’s Wheatbelt Health Network 
says Covid-19 can seem similar to ordinary 
influenza and normal coughs and colds.
 People with any such symptoms should 
stay at home and call the Toodyay medical 
centre for advice.
 Caution is needed because people can have 
Covid-19 but not show symptoms.
 New vaccines for ordinary influenza are 
expected to become available soon but a 
Covid-19 vaccine has yet to be developed.
 Elderly people and those with lung disease, 
diabetes or suppressed immune systems as 
the result of cancer treatments or chronic 
illness are more vulnerable to Covid-19 than 
others in the general community.
 About 30 per cent of Toodyay’s estimated 
4400 residents are older than 60, and another 
20 per cent are aged between 50 and 60.
 Visits to aged care facilities are now 
restricted, and people wanting to see relatives 
and friends living in units for older residents 
such as at Toodyay’s Butterly Cottages 
should use special care.
Continued on Page 3, Editorial Page 4, 
Shire President’s message Page 5, Police 
Beat Page 6.

Broad Leafed Mistletoe (Amyema Miquelii) blossom in Julimar. Photo: Lou Kidd. 

In safe hands ‒ Shire of Toodyay crisis leadership team (from left): Works and Services Manager 
Scott Patterson, Acting CEO Chileya Luangala and Emergency Manager Kylie Neaves.
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Ol’	Blind	Joe
Old ways die hard

THE GLOBAL pandemic Spanish Flu 
which wreaked havoc on humanity at the 
end of World War One was named after 
neutral Spain, which had no qualms about 
revealing its outbreak.
 In contrast, wartime enemies Germany, 
France, Britain and US suppressed news 
of its murderous rampage on the battlefield 
to preserve public morale at home.
 As a result, 100 million people died in 
those countries while their leaders dillied 
and dallied to save face.
 The new Covid-19 coronavirus started 
killing people in central China’s biggest 
city, Wuhan, last December.
  US President  Donald Trump’s 
administration had 2½ months to prepare 
for the world’s biggest health crisis in more 
than a century but resorted instead to racist 
finger-pointing and denial.
 It had dismantled the Centres for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) team that 
dealt with pandemics and cut 80 per cent 
of its budget.
 The CDC warned President Trump on 
January 8 about the deadly new virus but 
he dithered.
 The US now has more cases than China 
and hot-spot Italy, and the number is rising 
rapidly in huge cities like New York.
 America’s healthcare system is based on 
corporate profit, not public health.
 Scarcity in the US market-driven model 
serves to create corporate opportunities for 
greater profit.
 This economic logic leads to fewer virus 
test kits, vaccines, and basic sanitary aids.
 A true national public health response 
would be to make free evaluation, testing, 
and treatment of Covid-19 readily available 
to all citizens.
 South Korea has conducted roughly 
300,000 tests on its people but the US 
has done only about 60,000 despite a 
population six times bigger.
 Experts have called on President Trump 
to immediately lift harmful US sanctions 
against Iran, Venezuela, Cuba and other 
countries.
 They warn that his economic warfare 
against those countries is feeding the 
Covid-19 pandemic.
 US pharmaceutical company Gilead is 
involved in a legal battle with the Chinese 
government to deny it the right to any 
potential vaccine, arguing that China 
would be likely to give it away free to the 
world and destroy Gilead’s opportunity for 
profit.
 Trump’s son-in-law Jared Kushner has 
dumped America’s established government 
plan for dealing with pandemics in favour 
of the directives of corporate executives.
 To the rest of the world, China showed 
the way.
 Was it draconian? Yes. Was it effective? 
Apparently yes. Were Chinese citizens 
happy to comply? Mostly yes because their 
culture is based on Confucian principles.
 Socialism rides to humanity’s rescue, Hi 
Ho Silver, Planethood reigns.
 China has already sent hundreds of 
doctors and tonnes of medical supplies at 
no cost to France, Spain, Italy, Belgium, 
Iran, Iraq, Japan, South Korea, the 
Philippines and the US.
 Germany ordered 10,000 mechanical 
ventilators, and China and Italy have 
ordered thousands more.
 How is the US preparing for a potential 
shortage of ventilators if the pandemic 
worsens? By doing bugger all.
 The CEO of a ventilator manufacturer 
says his company could increase production 

by 500 per cent in a three-month period but 
the US hasn’t lifted a finger to order any.
 Desperate to contain the deadly virus, 
hard-hit countries, including even rich 
European nations such as Italy and Britain, 
have reached out for expert medical help 
from Cuba, China, and Venezuela.
 Cuba has more than 100,000 doctors 
– nine for every 1000 Cuban citizens 
– and everyone there has access to free 
healthcare.
 America has 2.6 doctors per 1000 US 
citizens and 27 million people live without 
health insurance.
 Thanks to its socialist system, Havana 
has highly skilled and ethically committed 
doctors to spare – even to nations that have 
backed US attempts to force Cuban regime 
change.
 Cuba is a relatively poor country with 
around 11 million people who live under 
a suffocating US sanctions regime.
 The embargo against these countries in 
this time of Covid-19 may be seen as not 
only a war crime under the 1949 Geneva 
Convention but also a crime against 
humanity as defined by the 1947 United 
Nations International Law Commission.
 The world has been telling America to 
end its 61-year blockade against Cuba but 
successive US presidents have refused.
 Brazil has the world’s fifth-largest 
economy and sixth-biggest population, 
with more than 210 million people.
 Before Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro 
was elected in 2018, 10,000 Cuban doctors 
were working in some of Brazil’s poorest, 
most-remote regions.
 The new US-backed leader claimed the 
Cuban doctors were ideological brain-
washers who were training poor Brazilians 
to become communist guerrillas.
 He kicked them out of the country.
 Then Covid-19 came and he was begging 
them for help – and they did.
 Cuba also allowed the infected British 
cruise ship MS Braemar to dock near 
Havana after US ports rejected it.
 Cuba sent the anti-viral drug Interferon 
Alpha B to China in a bid to help get its 
outbreak under control and the medicine is 
now produced in China in a joint venture 
with Cuba and has been used to treat more 
than 1500 Chinese patients.
 Chosen with others by the Chinese 
National Health Commission to combat 
the respiratory disease, it is now being used 
by many other countries including South 
Korea, Panama, Italy and Germany.
 When the global economic meltdown 
hit Europe in 2008, the European Union 
responded with painful austerity measures 
that targeted things like health care.
 As a result, Italy has cut some 37 billion 
Euros ($67 billion) from its health system 
in the past 10 years.
 Covid-19 is now mercilessly exposing 
problems that have burdened Germany’s 
health-care system for years – the pitfalls 
of profit-driven hospital financing and 
pressure to cut spending.
 Tragically, political and economic elites 
seem more determined to rescue markets 
and corporations than humans with 
trillions of dollars earmarked in corporate 
bail outs.
 The idiocies, irrationalities, and 
unnecessary injuries of 21st century 
capitalism are now coming into full, tragic 
view.
 “The superior man understands what 
is right; the inferior man understands 
what will sell.” – Chinese philosopher 
Confucius (551-479 BC).
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High-flying General slept in Saddam’s palace
Ieva Tomsons

HODDY Well retired Air Force Air 
Commodore Peter Brennan (62) has come 
a long way from dairy farming in Taranaki 
New Zealand.
 The 5am starts and hard work helped set 
him up for the disciplined life that he would 
lead serving in the Royal Australian Air 
Force (RAAF) for more than 34 years.
 When he was 18, he left New Zealand and 
headed to Geraldton for a year’s holiday but 
ended up working for two years for the Main 
Roads Department constructing the road 
from Meekathara to Mount Newman.
 During this time he met his wife Heather at 
a local disco and they married in Geraldton 
in 1979.
 He applied to join the WA Police Force 
and RAAF and although accepted by both 
organisations, a life-long love of flying 
clinched his decision to join the air force 
and the newlyweds headed to RAAF Base 
Amberley in Queensland.

 “It was a big move for Heather,” 
acknowledges Peter who peppers his 
conversation with references to his wife’s 
unswerving support through his long and 
highly decorated career.
 “We didn’t have two bob to rub together 
initially and I had a second job cleaning pubs 
at night as well as studying for three years 
to complete my higher school certificate so 
I could apply for a commission.”
 The hard work paid off and Corporal 
Brennan became a junior officer in the supply 
branch in 1985 not long after computers had 
been introduced. Data analysis was his forte 
and he quickly adapted to computerisation.
 “If you look at data properly, you can 
predict problems, but you have to know 
what to look for and really know the system/
network.”
 After nine and a half years and postings to 
Amberley and East Sale, the Brennans, now 
with two boys in tow, returned to WA where 
Peter supervised all military movements 
through Perth airport.  While building his logistics expertise, 

this job also put him in direct contact with 
military VIPs who he would later encounter 
as he rose through the ranks to become an 
Air Commodore (equivalent to a One-Star 
General).
 The family were happily settled in Perth 
when Peter was offered a top systems 
analysis job in Canberra.
 He was reluctant to go as one son was 
completing Year 12, but Heather had the last 
word.
 “I can handle this, she said, “you go”.
 The family joined him the following year 
and Peter continued to oversee the Australia-
wide logistics computing system for airbases 
and stores depots.
 After several assignments and promotions 
in Canberra he was selected to attend the US 
Air Force Air Command and Staff College 
in Montgomery Alabama USA.
 It was a great opportunity to establish 
international connections in an elite 
environment with only 80 international 
officers invited to join the one-year multi-
agency course of 600 students.
 Peter had a bit of chip on his shoulder 
that he didn’t have a university degree and 
was embarrassed when he had to introduce 
himself and state his qualifications.
 “The US officers all had Masters or 
PhDs so I said I had two certificates and 
was guaranteed to get a third; I had a birth 
certificate, a marriage certificate and I would 
certainly get a death certificate – that broke 
the ice.”
 During his year in Alabama he formed firm 
international friendships and his ability to 
provide ‘good gouge’ to his fellow students 
ensured his popularity.
 “Gouge is note sharing. I am a diagram 
person and they were all keen on my 
diagrams (as study tools) for the exams 
which we did about every six weeks.”
 “It was a great learning environment and 
we had the opportunity to ask high-ranking 
generals and senior Washington staff frank 
questions.”
 While Peter might have started behind the 

Peter and Heather Brennan with some of military decorations he received during his career.

Continued from Page 1.
LIMITING social contact will reduce the 
spread and impact of the virus, and shorten 
the recovery time for a return to normal life.
 Local restaurants and cafes are now 
allowed to sell only takeaway food and 
drink, and customers must leave as soon as 
they receive their purchases and stay at least 
1.5m apart in doorways and queues.
 Local police are urging all local residents 
to stay home as much as possible unless they 
need to buy food, go to work or travel for 
other essential reasons.
 There will be no local Anzac Day Dawn 
Service, Parade or Gunfire Breakfast on April 
25, and no Moondyne Festival next month.
  The Shire of Toodyay is continuing 
essential services such as rubbish collections 
but now prefers payments by card or 
cheques, or bank transfers (call 9574 9300).

How to know what you’ve got
eight ball in terms of formal education he 
could clearly think on his feet.
 He was keen to secure a piece of illustrated 
military memorabilia from the campus’ 
library which featured the first African-
American air force general Benjamin O 
Davis but noticed that one of the other 
nominated signatures, that of former US 
President George H Bush, was missing.
 “They wanted $US500 for the (limited 
edition) prints. Apparently, he signed only 
one copy for the library archives because as 
a serving president he could not endorse a 
commercial product.”
 Peter negotiated half price, got the retired 
president’s number, rang his office and 
secured three signed copies for himself and 
two mates.
 When he left the academy in 1999 to 
tour around America with Heather, he had 
completed a Masters in Military Operational 
Art and Science and had won the International 
Officer Leadership Award.
 Peter returned to Canberra and went on to 
command the RAAF Recruit Training Unit 
and later, the 1st Joint Movements Group 
which controls the movement of joint forces 
to and from operations and exercises.
 In addition to being appointed a Member 
of the Order of Australia and awarded a 
Conspicuous Service Medal, he has received 
commendations from the highest levels of 
military command.
 In 2010 he was appointed the Director 
Genera l  Logis t ics  Air  Force  wi th 
responsibilities across supply, engineering 
and maintenance – a huge job which he was 
honoured to accept.
 Peter is an Iraq veteran and has stayed in 
one of Saddam Hussein’s palaces which 
sounds very grand but in reality, was basic 
billeting in ransacked rooms.
 In 2012 Heather was diagnosed with 
breast cancer and Peter commuted between 
Toodyay and Canberra while she underwent 
treatment.
 After retiring in 2013 he went on to draft a 
treaty between Australia and the Republic of 
Singapore for the Singaporean use of RAAF 
Base Pearce at Bullsbrook for pilot training, 
as well as chairing promotion boards for 
senior officers.
 “Heather is my confidant and the love of 
my life and we are very happy to be a part 
of the wonderful Toodyay community,” said 
Peter who is President of the Toodyay RSL 
Sub-Branch and a Lieutenant with Toodyay 
Central Bush Fire Brigade.
 So there you have it, behind this one-star 
general is a five-star woman and Peter would 
be the first to agree.

Toodyay in lockdown
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Stay home, stay safe
THE NEWS is grim.
 Thousands are dying in Europe and 
America, and China has yet to overcome 
humanity’s biggest threat since Spanish 
Flu killed 50 million people – including 
15,000 Australians.
 The first Diggers carried that virus  
back from World War 1 and infected 40 
per cent of the Australian population.
 Other pandemics such as SARS in 2002 
hardly touched our shores and only six 
Australians died as a result.
 But this time it is different.
 In just under four months, Covid-19 
has paralysed the world economy, shut 
down huge cities such as London, Paris 
and New York and spread with terrifying 
speed throughout entire continents.
 UK prime Minister Boris Johnston has 
put his country on a wartime footing and 
says more than 20,000 Britons could die.
 In America, the White House health 
chief is warning of up to 200,000 deaths.
 This is what we are trying to avoid 
in Australia, and Toodyay is uniquely 
placed to ride out the storm.
 We’re far enough away from Perth 
to avoid big shopping centres and 
mass public transport systems where 
infections can easily spread, yet close 
enough to essential medical services and 
basic necessities such as food and water.
 But this will work only if we take 
seriously at home what other parts of the 
world have until recently ignored, to their 
great cost.
 We don’t need to be hit on the head 
with a hammer to know what to do – stay 
home, wash your hands and keep a safe 
distance from others.
 Human beings are social animals and 
simple rules are sometimes easy to 
forget.
 But we ignore them at our peril.
 Toodyay’s disproportionately large 
older population is at greater risk of 
infection than others in our community.
 Most people who get ill will recover but 
older people are always more vulnerable 
to anything that might be going around.
 In his 1932 Inaugural Address, US 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt said 
about the Great Depression crippling 
America and the world: “We have 
nothing to fear but fear itself”.
 He was right – and we will get over this 
crisis too if we all heed the warnings and 
do the right thing.
 Stay home, stay cool and stay safe.

Michael Sinclair-Jones
Editor

LETTERS

The Toodyay Herald invites you to have 
your say in our letters page. Please 
email us at news@toodyayherald.com.au 
with your full name, address and phone 
number. Letters that are short, sharp and 
to the point about topical local issues are 
preferred. The Herald reserves the right 
to edit letters for length, grammar and 
punctuation.

The way we were – Victory Day after World War 2 was celebrated in Toodyay on 10 June 1946 with a procession from the Newcastle 
Hotel to the Showgrounds. Members of the Toodyay Volunteer Aid Detachment, some wearing hospital masks, won the prize for the best 
float. Photo: Newcastle Gaol Museum.

Lighten up Toodyay
YOU MAY have seen the recent campaign 
for Lights of Toodyay on the Let’s Talk 
Toodyay Facebook page.
 The idea is to get as many Toodyay 
residents as possible to get out their Christmas 
decorations and redecorate their gate, fence, 
letterbox etc. with lights, tinsel, messages of 
hope or anything creative with the purpose 
of putting a smile on someone’s face.
 The idea was conceived by several 
Toodyay locals searching for ways to connect 
to each other in a positive way and boost 
community spirit at this time.
 One local asked the Christmas shop to 
switch its lights back on.
 She said that when she returns to Toodyay 
at night, the town is dark except for the 
Christmas shop lights which make her smile 
because she knows she is home.
 The idea was well received, with many 
people thrilled to have an activity for their 
kids at home to get involved in.
 A new Facebook page called Lights of 
Toodyay has been set up for people to post 
photos of their creative home decorations.
 This will enable a ‘virtual tour’ of the 
spectacle from the comfort of our armchairs 
as we all self-isolate.
 The message behind Lights of Toodyay is 
to show that we are thinking of each other, 
our community spirit is strong, we will all get 
through this together and to remind people 
that you are not alone.
 Please join us by putting some tinsel on 
your gate and make someone smile.

Name and address supplied
Toodyay

Gopher Samaritans
I WOULD like to give credit to three 
Toodyay residents who helped me last month 
when I was in a difficult situation.
 I was proceeding to town on my gopher 
to do some Saturday shopping when I had a 
puncture on Julimar/Harper Road.
 I stopped, wondering what to do because I 
had no mobile phone and was unable to walk 
home.
 Within a minute a guy stopped and asked 
if I was in trouble.
 After a short discussion, he agreed to run 
me home so I could contact someone.
 I think his name was Brett but it could have 
been Brad.
 He then offered to go back into town to see 
if he could find someone who could get my 
gopher or repair the puncture.
 I said he had done enough, thanks.
 So he left to go home, or so I thought, and 
I started to phone contacts who might help 
me.
 After several ‘no’ results, someone asked 
whether I had tried Toodyay Tyre Service.
 I rang and Chris said he could attend to 
the problem as soon as possible, so I went 
outside to wait for him.
 After waiting 15 to 30 minutes, I was 
surprised to see Brett/Brad return, followed 
closely by a white utility towing a trailer 
with my gopher on board – he had returned 
to town to find someone to collect it.
 Neither knew each other but Samaritan 
No. 2 readily agreed, saying he had helped 

gopher users before and had ramps.
 The two of them off-loaded my gopher.
 I had not met either of them before, and I 
still do not know the second chap’s name.
 Having done their bit, they then left.
 Shortly after, Chris from Toodyay Tyre 
Service arrived, quickly made the necessary 
repairs and had me mobile again.
 When I asked how much I owed, Chris said 
“It’s on the house”.
 It is nice to know there are still good 
people around who will do more than what 
is expected.
 A very big thank you guys – I wish I knew 
your names.

David Eyres
Toodyay

It really pays to shop locally
I ALWAYS complete the IGA survey after 
shopping in Toodyay because I believe the 
store does a great job and it’s how I can show 
my appreciation.
 I recently received a $100 IGA gift card 
as a prize for my reviews in their February 
competition.
 Thank you very much.

Barry Keens
Toodyay

Very special thanks to Freda
I WOULD like to say a very special thank 
you to Freda Richardson for the countless 
Saturdays she has worked with me at the 
Toodyay Op Shop.

Lynette Hooks

Payback is a bitch
I AM NOT a scientist but I can put two and 
two together – these are my thoughts on the 
Covid-19 pandemic.
 Mother Nature is kind and giving, and she 
gives us all we need to survive on planet 
Earth.
 It seems to me that when Man (notice I 
didn’t use the word ‘mankind’ as I find more 
and more that some humans are not that kind 
at all) preys upon nature’s most vulnerable 
endangered animals, Mother Nature dishes 
out payback.
 Why Man needs to consume rare and 
endangered animals in the 21st century is 
beyond my comprehension.
 It has been going on for far too long.
 We have all seen bears in cages with tubes 
sticking out of them to extract their bile – 
health-giving if digested, apparently.
 We have all heard of a dining table with 
a hole cut in it so that greedy rich men can 
slice open the skull of a monkey strapped 
underneath and feast on its brain while the 
animal is still alive.
 And what about endangered tigers 
consumed for their virility-producing 
properties?
 Then there is the magnificent rhinoceros, 
killed for its horn which is powdered and sold 
to fat rich men to get an erection – have they 
not heard of Viagra?
 That’s enough – I could list more – but it 
only makes me angry.
 But wait, there is just one more endangered 
animal that deserves a mention – the 
pangolin.
 Evidence points to a pangolin as the 
original carrier of the Covid-19 virus.
 They eat bat droppings, and why Man 
would need to eat this endangered animal is 
once again beyond my comprehension.
 Mother Nature provides all the animals we 
need to eat – cows, sheep, pigs, chickens and 
more.

 The sooner we stop the sale of endangered 
animals for human consumption, the better.
 Mother Nature is not happy, and what 
with climate change and rampant human 
consumption, I don’t blame her.
 It’s now payback time, and payback is a 
bitch
 The whole world is on its knees because we 
disrespected the Mother who has provided 
us with the most.

Dave Miller
Morangup

Stop free fuel
USE OF ratepayer-funded vehicles by 
shire employees was raised at the council’s 
February meeting.
 Monthly accounts include fuel purchases 
from places outside the shire such as from 
Yanchep, Muchea, Joondalup and Stratton – 
the list goes on.
 Shire staff who live outside Toodyay have 
employment contracts that provide not only 
a ratepayer-funded vehicle but also fuel.
 This practice must stop.
 If those employees don’t wish to live within 
the shire, we – the ratepayers – should not 
have to pay for their fuel and other costs 
because no kilometres or litres are recorded 
at each refuel.
 You may also like to know that we 
ratepayers also pay to clean their shire-
funded vehicles, which in one recent case 
cost $65.
 I am informed that some of these vehicles 
also refuel at the shire works depot and again, 
no cost or litres are recorded.
 When our council appoints a new CEO this 
month, the contract should not include a car 
and fuel.
 In such a small shire, we are not seeking 
brain surgeons, or IT experts but someone 
within the region who – like most people – 
uses their own vehicle and pays for their own 
fuel to get to and from work.
 Employing local shire staff means more 
of their pay is spent in the shire to help keep 
shops and business viable in tough times.
 The Toodyay Progress Association asked 
last month’s council meeting why the shire 
needed to buy two new ranger vehicles.
 Shire vehicles parked outside the office 
could be shared to help avoid further rate 
increases.

Graeme Buchanan
Toodyay
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Toodyay 
Express
✰ WHITE GOODS ✰ YOUR GOODS

✰ FURNITURE ✰ FARM EQUIPMENT
✰ ALL GOODS ✰ SAME DAY SERVICE

Prompt pickup and delivery to or from the 
metropolitan area and into the surrounding 

areas of the Avon Valley

Ph/Fax 9631 1113
Mobile 0409 118 019

Pete & Maureen

We “CARE”
“CUSTOMERS ARE REALLY EVERYTHING”

Cr Bill Manning
Shire President

COVID-19: A type of coronavirus first 
reported last December in China which by 
the end of last month had infected more than 
750,000 people in 176 countries and killed 
more than 36,000, including 17 in Australia.
 There is no specific treatment for Covid-19 
and scientists in several countries are 
working to develop a vaccine.
 Most people recover on their own but can 
spread the virus to others while infected. 
Coronavirus: Part of a group of related 
viruses that include Covid-19.
Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome 
(SARS): A coronavirus first reported in 
China in 2002 that infected more than 8000 
people in 29 countries (six in Australia) and 
killed 774 worldwide (none in Australia).
Middle East Respiratory Syndrome 
(MERS or Camel Flu): A coronavirus first 
reported in Saudi Arabia in 2012 that infected 
more than 2500 people in 26 countries 
and killed more than 500 people (none in 
Australia).
Virus: A small infectious agent that replicates 
only inside the living cells of an organism.
Influenza (flu): An infectious disease caused 
by a virus that spreads by coughing and 
sneezing or touching contaminated surfaces 
and then touching the eyes, nose, or mouth.

 The 1918 Spanish Flu killed up to 100 
million people worldwide, including 15,000 
in Australia.
 New vaccines are constantly being 
developed to counter influenza virus 
mutations.
Cold: A viral disease of the upper respiratory 
tract that mainly affects the nose.
 Colds have similar but less severe 
symptoms to influenza and are more likely 
to include a runny nose. There is no vaccine 
to prevent the common cold.
Bacteria: A type of cell upon which nearly 
all biological life depends. Bacteria do not 
cause colds or influenza but can produce 
secondary lung infections.
Vaccine: a biological preparation that 
provides artificial immunity to a disease.
 There is currently no vaccine for Covid-19.
Pandemic: The worldwide spread of new 
diseases such as Covid-19.
Quarantine: A period of time or place of 
isolation – such as a house, ship or hospital 
– in which people that have arrived from 
elsewhere or have been exposed to an 
infectious or contagious disease are placed.
Lockdown: An emergency measure to 
prevent people from entering or leaving an 
area such as their town, region or country.

What does it all mean?

Michael Sinclair-Jones

A NEW Shire CEO for Toodyay is expected 
to be chosen by the middle of this month.
 Councillors had planned to hold face-to-
face interviews with shortlisted applicants 
in the first week of this month but switched 
to video conferencing under new emergency 
restrictions to combat the Covid-19 virus.
 The council last month appointed Corporate 
Services Manager Chileya Luangala as 
acting shire CEO while her boss, Stan Scott, 
is on extended sick leave.
 Mr Scott took three weeks’ sick leave at 
short notice just hours before the council’s 
February meeting, extended it for another 
four weeks last month and is not due back 
at work until Monday April 20.
 His temporary 12-month contract expires 
on July 22 after he failed last year to convince 
the council to re-employ him for a further 
three to five years.
 The council is currently awaiting the 
outcome of a year-long State Government 
‘authorised inquiry’ into the shire during the 
seven years Mr Scott has been CEO.
 The department said last month that the 
investigators’ report is still being examined 
by the State Solicitors Office before being 
referred to Local Government Minister 
David Templeman.
 The new shire CEO will be expected to 
manage any recommendations arising from 
the outcome of the inquiry.
 The job was advertised at between 
$160,000 and $250,000.
 Shire President Bill Manning has sold his 
Hoddy Well house to move to Tasmania but 
was forced last month to delay his April 25 
departure due to new travel restrictions.
 “I still plan to resign from the council after 
we appoint a new shire CEO,” he said.
 A shire recommendation last month moved 
by former shire president Brian Rayner not 
to hold an election to replace Cr Manning 
lapsed when there was no seconder.
 When asked later why the council should 
operate for another 18 months with only 
eight members and give a new president 
two votes to break 4-4 ties, Cr Rayner said 
it would save the $22,000 cost of a new 
election.

Council meets 
online to pick 

new CEO

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Upper_respiratory_tract
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Upper_respiratory_tract
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_nose


Page 6 THE TOODYAY HERALD April 2020

POLICE in Toodyay have been granted 
State emergency powers to enforce strict 
new community health laws ordered by WA 
Premier Mark McGowan.
 They include fines of up to $50,000 for 
people who fail to self-quarantine for 14 days 
after overseas or interstate travel, and up to 
$250,000 for businesses that ignore orders 
to close.
 A local State of Emergency was declared 
last month in national measures to fight the 
world’s deadly new Covid-19 respiratory 
virus in communities such as Toodyay.
 WA Police Commissioner Chris Dawson 
has been appointed State Emergency 
Coordinator and is urging all West Australians 
to “support police in this challenging time 
but more importantly, support each other”.
 The first Wheatbelt Covid-19 case was 
confirmed at Northam Hospital late last 
month and the number of Wheatbelt cases is 
expected to increase this month, including in 
Toodyay.
 No local deaths were reported at the start 
of this month.
 Toodyay police are focussed on education 
rather than fines to help stop the virus 
spreading locally.
 New emergency powers allow WA police 
to stop movement or close any road.
 Travel to Perth or anywhere else outside 
the Wheatbelt is banned except for work, 
essential services, health or emergencies.
 We will continue working to preserve local 
law and order but the Stirling Terrace police 
station will not be open to the public except 
in an emergency.

Toodyay police get State Emergency powers
Self-isolation for 
international travellers

POLICE PRECAUTIONARY 
SCREENING PROCESS

TALK  
TO US 
ONLINE

In the case of 
life-threatening 
emergencies call

Those requiring 
police attendance 

are reminded to call

000 131 444

To prevent the spread of COVID-19, 
the WA Police Force have 
implemented a new screening 
process requiring members of 
the public to be triaged prior to 
entering the Police Station.

The WA Police Force remains 
committed to providing our regular 
policing services by responding 
to the needs of our community 
whenever required.

You may be re-directed to our website for reporting 
or obtaining other information. Visit our site and 
click on ‘online services’.

police.wa.gov.au

Check My 
Crime

Email your 
Local Police 
Station

Infringement 
Payments and 
Enquiries National  

Police 
Certificates

Report My  
Lost Property

Traffic  
Forms

Report Stolen 
or Damaged 
Property

Firearms

Complaints

If you suspect you may have COVID-19 symptoms or may have had 
close contact with a person who has COVID-19, you should contact 
the Coronavirus Health Information Line on:

1800 020 080

 Anyone who wants to enter a police station 
will first need to be triaged (medically 
screened).
 People can still call 000 for life-threatening 
emergencies, 131 444 for local police 
attendance or Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 
000 to report suspicious activity.
 Booze bus operations will be limited but 
– despite what some people think – we will 
continue random roadside tests for drink and 
drug driving (see ‘Ecstasy hidden in car’).
 The current situation is not an excuse to 
break the law – you will still get caught.
 State health authorities are working closely 
with our regional office in Northam to help 
reinforce the message of social distancing to 
stop the virus spreading.
 We want to emphasise is that if you don’t 
need to go anywhere – don’t.

Tragic double fatality
TWO YOUNG men were killed when their 
vehicle was torn in half after it failed to take 
a bend and hit a tree on the Toodyay-Bindi-
Bindi Road, about five kilometres north of 
the town.
 The accident happened shortly before 
11pm on a weekend last month.
 The driver and a passenger were the 
only occupants in the vehicle and no other 
vehicles were involved.
 The accident is being investigated by the 
police major crash squad in Midland.
 We want to again remind local people to 
please take more care on our roads.
 Road deaths in small communities like 
ours always have a tragic impact on families, 
friends, workplaces, sports clubs and others.
 The two young men were members of 
the local footy team and well-known in the 
community.

Ecstasy hidden in car
A MAN in his mid-20s was charged with 
drug and driving offences after he was 
stopped during a routine police traffic patrol 
on Toodyay Road last month.
 Charges were laid after officers noticed 
that a vehicle heading towards Perth near 
Dryandra Road did not appear to be local.
 The owner’s name triggered an alert 
when the vehicle’s registration number was 
checked in police computer records.
 The vehicle was stopped and 10¼ ecstasy 
tablets (pictured) were found in a concealed 
plastic bag.
 The incident occurred at about lunchtime 
on a weekend.
 Local police generally don’t see much 
ecstasy in the community – drug finds are 
usually cannabis or amphetamines.

SaferToodyay-Toodyay RoadWise
Reverend Brian Ludlow

THE SEASONS are changing and isn’t it 
wonderful to have some cooler weather and 
a touch of rain?
 I write this as a Pom who is used to the wet 
but is also a biker who has got used to riding 
around the wonderful dry country roads of 
the Wheatbelt, and Avon and Swan Valleys.
 Toodyay is popular with visitors and many 
of these come on two wheels throughout ‘the 
season’.
 On March 15 we saw a huge parade of 
bikes through town – the Black Dog Ride, 
and it reminded me that spring and autumn 
are the seasons where the sunshine and 
cooler air can make for some fabulous 
motorcycling weather.
 The season can also bring much-needed 
rain which is welcomed by many but can 
also add skid hazards to the unwary on four 
wheels as well as those on two.
 For those on bikes, the consequences of a 
skid will frequently lead to coming off with 
various amounts of damage to the vehicle, 

the person and most definitely the ego.
 Particularly hazardous is riding on the 
centre of the lane – position two in rider 
parlance – because the rain can bring to the 
surface the oils dripped from vehicle sumps 
over time and accumulated for months in 
the bitumen, making this bit of the road as 
slippery as an ice rink.
 Strangely, (albeit my personal opinion not 
backed up by statistical evidence) I think the 
biker risk from this hazard is greater here 
than in the UK.
 No rider deliberately stays in position two 
– that’s something drummed in from lesson 
one as a learner – but our great dry weather 
here can lead us to become complacent about 
crisscrossing the lane centre line.
 The change of season is perhaps a good 
time for all bikers to remind themselves to 
be even more cautious of the middle position 
after rain and also to be doubly careful about 
their speed in or after rain.
 Happy riding.
 Call 000 for emergencies only. For police 
assistance call 131 444 and Crimestoppers 
1800 333 000.

Ecstasy tablets found in car.

Black Dog ride a reminder of 
skid hazard on wet roads

2J2AIR 105.3FM
Ken Stivey

ANOTHER program, Ready 4 Retro, reached 
the 100-episode mark last month.
 The show is a regular part of Friday Night 
Rock, playing rock hits and new covers of 
classics from the ’60s to the ’90s.
 None of our program presenters had any prior 
radio experience before joining us, so it just 
goes to show that you too could present your 
favourite music, or interest, to our growing 
number of listeners.
 We welcome the Toodyay Pizza Shack to the 
list of business sponsors for our community 
station and thank them for their support.
 As the town is increasingly impacted by the 
Covid-19 virus, self-isolation presents new 
issues in our community.
 If you are having difficulties during this 
public health crisis, Toodyay Locals Care ( 
phone 0427 744 352) is a good place to seek 
advice on available support.
 Stay safe people and be kind to each other.

Program guide
MONDAYS: 11am The Green Hour; 1pm 
Swooners and Crooners and 2pm Jazz.
 Tuesdays: 8pm Hooked on Classicals.
 Wednesdays: 11am The Green Hour 
(repeat); 8pm Wide World of Folk and 9pm 
Blues.
 Thursdays: Noon Wide World of Folk 
(repeat).
 Fridays: 11am The Green Hour (repeat); 
7pm Ready 4 Country; 8pm Ready 4 Retro, 
and, 9pm Ready 2 Rock.
 Saturdays: Noon Country (old) and 1pm 
Country (new).
 Sundays: 9am Hooked on Classicals 
(repeat); noon Ready 4 Country (repeat); 
8pm Swooners and Crooners (repeat) and 
9pm Jazz.
 Daily 10am and 3pm What’s on in Toodyay 
community information

Ready 4 Retro racks up 100th show



 THE TOODYAY HERALD April 2020 Page 7

PROPERTY SETTLEMENTS

PARENTING ORDERS

FAMILY DISPUTE

RESOLUTION (”FDR”)

CHILD PROTECTION

DE FACTO

DIVORCE & SEPARATION

CHILD AND/OR SPOUSAL

MAINTENANCE

FAMILY & DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

Mr. Craig L A Zwetsloot, Barrister and Solicitor
Northam Family Lawyers PO Box 1279, NORTHAM. WA. 6401

Phone: 0409 633 961

NORTHAM FAMILY LAWYERS

craig@northamfamilylawyers.com  I  www.northamfamilylawyers.com

Family Law 
matters can be 
stressful

Due to the COVID 19, all staff will be working remotely. We will be offering 

appointments via telephone or video conferencing via Zoom.

We do lots of work physically in Perth therefore the social distancing is about 

protecting our staff and clients alike.

All current court dates and programmed appointments will continue unless 

otherwise directed by the courts or the Legal Practice Board.

by email at admin@northamfamilylawyers.com

Our ofce can be contacted directly on 9621 1073, or 0409 633 961, or 

NFLcourt.admin@northamfamilylawyers.com to book an appointment. 

Legal appointments from your Mobile 
Device, Tablet or Laptop!

Computer Safety
Phil Hart

THERE has been a sudden upsurge in the number 
of fake memes circulating on social media about 
Covid-19.
 They often claim to come from a reputable 
source such as the Royal Brisbane Hospital.
 In fact, they have been cobbled together by 
people who have no medical knowledge and who 
have not even bothered to fact check the claims 
they are making.
 They contain false information which has no 
basis in medicine.
 Anybody acting on any of that information risks 
killing themselves and their loved ones.
 It is worthwhile fact checking the claims made 
in such memes.
 The claim that the virus is killed above 27 
degrees centigrade is manifestly absurd – it thrives 
at 37C, the temperature of a healthy person.
 The claim that the virus has a diameter of 400-
500 nanometers is incorrect – the diameter is 
around 120 nanometers which is typical for most 
viruses.
 There is no evidence that the ultraviolet (UV) 
light in sunlight is strong enough to kill Covid-19, 

St John Ambulance
Carolynne Haigh

COVID-19 has resulted in a time of uncertainty 
for everyone.
 Everything changes on a daily, if not hourly, 
basis.
 One thing that is certain is that we are still 
providing you with an ambulance service and 
the community transport service.
 As all our ambulance and community transport 
officers are volunteers we are mindful of the fact 
that some may have family members they are 
caring for, or even medical issues themselves, 
that they cannot risk being exposed in any way 
to the virus.
 As a result of this, there are more questions 
being asked when a call is made for an 
ambulance, or a booking is made for the 
transport vehicle and while we acknowledge 
that this may be frustrating for the caller, we do 
need to ensure the safety of everyone.
 We can at this stage confidently say we do have 
a high number of volunteers that can continue 
to turn out whether it be in an ambulance or the 

Leadership training for disaster relief.

Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Julimar
Alison Wroth and Tegan Martin

TEGAN Martin has included in our article 
this month her experience of a recent 
leadership program that she attended.
 Due to the current health climate that the 
entire community and world is feeling due to 
the effects of Covid-19, Tegan’s contribution 
is quite topical but also provides a different 
and interesting perspective of a brigade 
member whom we all support.
 “I was approached by our captain Wade 
Robson to see if I was interested in attending 
the Volunteer Leadership Program run by 
Australian Institute for Disaster Resilience 
as I am a young developing lieutenant and 
crew leader in the Julimar Brigade.
 “As much as I was nervous and excited, on 
March 13 I headed down to the lovely Ingot 
Hotel in Belmont for a weekend with a bunch 
of wonderful leaders from far and wide and 
from the many areas in Department of Fire 
Emergency Services and Surf Life Saving 
WA.
 “I went with an open mind to learn, develop 
and understand my skills as a leader within 
my brigade and also within my own life.
 “We started with an interactive activity 
to introduce everyone before we moved 
onto different leadership styles, getting an 
understanding on how they work, and where 
they are best applied with the use of the 
Myers-Briggs Type Indicator (determining 
personality types).
 “One of the main things that was pointed 
out to all of us was self-care, wellbeing and 
stress management and how most people 
don’t maintain these issues properly.
 “As people in emergency services it 
is very important that we work on our 
own wellbeing and help others with their 
own self-care, wellbeing and definitely 
management of stress.
 “We covered how cortisol and adrenalin 
affects decision making, especially in 
demanding circumstances.
 “If we do not maintain good self-care, 
wellbeing and stress management it can 
cause personnel to burn out.
 “As Saturday went on, we enjoyed some 

Leadership self care vital
wonderful food and customer service from 
the hotel.
 “We learned how diversity is a big factor 
in many situations for a leader.
 “Diversity can have a big influence in team 
building and building effective teams and 
maintaining motivation.
 “One big thing I learnt when it came 
to building teams is understanding the 
importance of how to work and manage 
different personalities, e.g. extroverts and 
introverts.
 “Not only is it important to find out what 
works best for people in your team but how 
each member can find even the smallest bit 
of common ground to achieve a positive 
outcome.
 “Finally, our group looked at the best 
way to negotiate and have those tough 
conversations.
 “We were shown the importance of keeping 
a neutral tone, open body language and also 
knowing when to step back and give a person 
space or to be more directed depending on 
the situation and what outcome is desired.
 “We also touched on how to deal with 
spontaneous volunteers and ways to mix 
them with our long-term volunteers.
 “Overall, I found this program a big eye 
opener and a big positive move forward 
for myself and hopefully I will have the 
opportunity to share this with the members 
at Julimar.
 “I would recommend this program 
to anyone young, old, experienced and 
unexperienced.
 “It also helps to build self-confidence 
and a broad understanding of not only your 
leadership skills but how your team may 
interpret your leadership abilities.”
 We are living in such an unpredictable 
time at the moment but what we at Julimar 
do know is that all training, Friday night 
gatherings (apart from truck checks) and 
general meetings have ceased.
 However, phones still operate, so please try 
and check up on our friends in the brigade 
every now and then, just to make sure that 
the entire situation isn’t overwhelming them.
 This is especially applicable if the member 
lives by themselves.
 Everybody look after yourself, wash those 
hands; apparently isolation is the new thing.
 Roll with the punches and we’ll be right.

Wheels still rolling at St John
community vehicle.
 We have unfortunately had to cancel all first 
aid training, which includes Provide First Aid 
and any community training such as Automated 
External Defibrillator demonstrations until 
further notice.
 Once we have got through this period we will 
reschedule any bookings that have been affected.
 Over the past couple of months we have had 
some Ambulance Benefit Fund memberships 
paid either directly into the account or at the 
chemist with no reference/member number 
indicated.
 If you made a payment for membership on 
January 2 at the chemist and did not leave any 
of the paperwork with them, or have paid on line 
without using either your surname or member 
number as a reference can you please contact 
the office, 9574 2390 or toodyay@stjohnwa.
com.au, so that your records can be updated.
 Throughout this period we ask that you all 
keep safe and well and be particularly mindful 
of social distancing and staying home if you do 
feel unwell.
 Take care.

Beware fake memes in Covid-19 crisis

so the claim that it kills the virus is unfounded.
 The claim that the virus survives on our hands 
for only 10 minutes is not supported by the 
evidence; it could be anything from three hours 
to three days (unless you wash your hands).
 The advice to ensure that your mouth and throat 
is always wet and never dry is a non-starter.
 The only way they can be dry is if you are a 
desiccated corpse.
 You can get the facts about Covid-19 at bit.
ly/2Ugcnv5.
 A list of COVID clinics can be found at bit.
ly/2vMrbIy.
 If you have any doubts, call your local medical 
centre.

EMERGENCY SERVICES

Use lockdown to prepare for winter
Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade 
Coondle-Nunile
Deb Bowen

HI ALL. This month has been fairly quiet 
with only one call out for a car fire.
 I’m sure everyone is sick of hearing 
about Covid-19 virus but unfortunately it’s 
affecting everything in our day-to-day lives 
and brigade activities.
  Our monthly meetings and training have 
been cancelled until further notice.
 Friday night vehicle checks are normally 
filled with laughter, jokes and lots of banter 

but now it’s down to just three members 
and it’s a very subdued atmosphere. The 
reduction is necessary to protect other 
members as well as the wider community.
 If you find yourself in lockdown or are 
spending more time at home, as most are, 
it’s a great opportunity to clear gutters, check 
firebreaks for overhanging branches and do 
a general clean up before winter arrives.
 This is such a trying time for each and 
everyone of us as every hour things are 
changing. All we can do is ride it out until 
the hideous virus runs its course.
 Take care, stay safe and be kind to others.

mailto:toodyay@stjohnwa.com.au
mailto:toodyay@stjohnwa.com.au
https://bit.ly/2Ugcnv5
https://bit.ly/2Ugcnv5
https://bit.ly/2vMrbIy
https://bit.ly/2vMrbIy
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TOODYAY LIQUOR STORE   
SHOP 1, 105 STIRLING TERRACE TOODYAY PH: 9574 2653

Specials available from Wednesday 1st April until Thursday 30th April 2020 or while stocks last. 
Price includes GST. Images are for illustrative purposes only. Prices may vary in country areas. Bottlemart 
supports the responsible service of alcohol. WA_APRIL_20_TH

BOTTLEMART.COM.AU

EMU EXPORT BLOCKS
30 X 375ML CANS 

JACK DANIEL’S & COLA 4.8%
10 X 375ML CANS 

DEVIL’S 
LAIR 
FIFTH 
LEG 
WINES
750ML

10
PACK

$$$43.9943.9943.99

JÄGERMEISTER
700ML

JÄGERMEISTER
700ML700ML$49.99

SOMERSBY CIDER
10 X 375ML CANS 

10
PACK

19.9919.9919.99$$$19.9919.9919.99

PACK

JIM BEAM 
WHITE 
BOURBON OR 
BALLANTINE’S 
SCOTCH
700ML

TAYLORS 
ESTATE 
SHIRAZ, 
VASSE FELIX 
CLASSIC 
DRY WHITE 
OR BROWN 
BROTHERS 
PROSECCO
750ML

$$$373737.99.99.99
EACH

$$$43.9943.9943.99

BOTTLEMART.COM.AU

STORE CLOSED GOOD FRIDAY 
BUT OPEN EASTER MONDAY!

VODKA CRUISER 
4 X 275ML BOTTLES

VODKA CRUISER 

ANY 2 FOR

$25

BROTHERS 
PROSECCO
BROTHERS 
PROSECCO
750ML

ANY 2 FOR

$20
$$$$$$141414.99.99.99

EACH

RSL Toodyay Sub-Branch
Heather Brennan

OUR STALL at the Farmers Market on 
March 15 was well patronised and it was 
invaluable for us to have our Membership 
and Welfare Officer available on the day.
 Our Sandakan Student Scholarship trip 
has been postponed for this year due to 
Covid-19, however the students awarded 
this scholarship will travel next year.
 The  two fami l ies  involved have 
been wonderful in their support of the 
postponement and we appreciate their 
understanding.
 We would like to thank all our donors 
without whom this scholarship would not 
exist and look forward to their continued 
support.
 Please adhere to the information below for 
Anzac Day.
 RSLWA has  cancel led  a l l  Anzac 
Day commemorations as a result of an 
announcement by Prime Minister Scott 
Morrison, backed by the Commonwealth’s 
Chief Medical Officer and State Premiers.
 The Prime Minister and state and territory 
leaders want all non-essential gatherings of 
more than 500 people to be suspended amid 
fears about the continued spread of the virus.
 RSLWA State President Peter Aspinall 
said that the decision of the Prime Minister 
and state leaders means that the traditional 
Anzac Day 2020 services in the Perth CBD, 
namely the Kings Park dawn service, street 
parade and commemorative service will not 
take place.
 The RSL State President and board have 
considered all relevant advice and have made 
the regrettable decision that it is necessary 
in the interests of veterans’ health and safety 
to cancel all Anzac Day commemorative 
services in WA this year.
 He said that, while RSLWA  commem-
orations could still be held with gatherings 

From left: A member of the public stops to chat with welfare officer Geoff Brown, membership 
officer Sue Eldridge and president Peter Brennan at the Farmers Market.

of less than 500 attendees, the risk is still too 
high.
 As such, the board advises all sub-branches 
that all commemorations on Anzac Day be 
cancelled.
  “RSLWA has a duty of care to its members 
and all veterans – many of whom are elderly 
and the most vulnerable as the Corona Virus 
worsens,” Mr Aspinall said.
 “Irrespective of how many veterans turn 
out, the risk is still too great.
 “This is a very difficult but necessary 
course of action, especially considering our 
duty of care and the vulnerability of our older 
members.”
 RSLWA has the strong support of the 
Australian Medical Association (WA) to 
cancel all commemorations.
 As this article will appear early in the April 
Herald and changes are happening every 
day, I urge you to check our RSL Toodyay 
Sub-Branch Facebook page and information 
posters around Toodyay for updates.
 We will also inform you of any way we 
might be able to commemorate this day 
safely.
 Please adhere to the information distributed 
and do not think you are the exception to 
the rule, as one person’s death from an 
inconsiderate person is one death to many.
 We urge everyone to remember why we 
commemorate Anzac Day.
 Members please note the Anzac Day 
ceremony at Toodyay District High School 
and our April ordinary general meeting have 
also been cancelled.

Diggers hold fire on Anzac Day

HOW WOULD you like $100 cash courtesy 
of your council? 
 I am being serious.
 How would you like $100 for free, courtesy 
of your council, for you to spend however 
you wish?
 This is not a competition and there are no 
applications or forms for you to fill out.
 The money would be paid automatically to 
each and every household across the Shire of 
Toodyay in a couple of months’ time when 
the council approves its annual budget.
 Does this sound good to you?
 Then please read on and I will walk you 
through my thinking.
 As you are no doubt aware, our community 
is living at the moment through some very 
turbulent times.
 Jobs are being lost and businesses forced 
to shut their doors (by government order) 
without any clear indication as to when they 
may resume trading again.
 It is understandable, given this, if some 
Toodyay families are feeling concerned 
about their household budgets and what may 
lie ahead in coming months.
 This got me thinking.
 What can your council do to help you 
during this difficult period?
 A zero-percent rate increase this year is a 
given, especially since the State Government 
is applying enormous pressure on councils 
not to raise this year’s rates or fees.
 At the end of the day though, does this 
really reduce the financial pressures you may 
be experiencing?
 No, not really.
 What it does to is ensure that the shire isn’t 
adding to the problem.
 But I don’t think freezing rates this year 
would do anything to actually reduce any 
financial pressure you may be feeling, will 
it?
 So in addition to freezing rates, what if your 
council actually gave you money this year?
 I am talking cold hard cash – in your pocket 
– for you to spend however you wish across 
Toodyay.
 Surely this would help alleviate some of 
your short-term money concerns, even if just 
in the most modest of ways.
 I am talking $100 paid to every household 
in Toodyay.
 It could be more than this if your council 
in its wisdom decides that a higher payment 
is warranted.
 But let’s use this as a starting point.
 Why $100 I hear you say?
 Because with just over 2000 properties 
in Toodyay, this is the amount of cash your 
council could easily give to each household 
without placing any financial burden on the 
shire’s own accounts.

 Likewise, it would not place any upward 
pressure on rates for this or future years.
 There are numerous ways this initiative 
could be fully funded out of the shire’s 
existing budget without it having any adverse 
effect on the type and quality of services that 
it provides to our community.
 For instance, this cash payment to you 
could be paid for by councillors reducing 
their sitting fees for a single year to the 
minimum amount allowable under the law, 
coupled with decreasing the new incoming 
shire CEO’s salary package to 80 per cent of 
the maximum amount allowable under the 
law (down from the 100 per cent the outgoing 
CEO is currently paid) and by directing funds 
already allocated to numerous cancelled 
community events and sponsorships due to 
the current health emergency towards this 
new financial stimulus package for Toodyay.
 Naturally, if the council wishes to fund this 
initiative through other means such as cost 
savings in other areas, then I am more than 
open to entertain their ideas, just as long as it 
doesn’t impact negatively on our community 
and the services it needs.
 Suffice to say, an initiative of giving 
cash per household across Toodyay is one 
proactive thing that your council can do for 
its ratepayers without any fear of it having 
an adverse impact on the shire’s accounts.
 Of course, handing cash to every household 
in Toodyay has a much larger benefit for the 
broader community too.
 If this money is spent with local businesses, 
the accepted multiplier effect means giving 
$100 to each household could inject more 
than $500,000 directly into our local 
economy at a time when businesses need it 
the most.
 Just think about that for a second – 
$500,000 of extra cash flowing into local 
businesses across Toodyay.
 Now surely that would give the Toodyay 
economy a boost and maybe, just maybe, 
create a few more local jobs in the process.
 The key is to ensure that this proposed 
council-issued cash is spent solely within 
Toodyay.
 Fortunately, this appears relatively easy 
to achieve – you just issue the money in the 
form of Toodyay Dollars.
 The Toodyay Dollars scheme was 
established by the local Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry to encourage local 
people to buy locally.
 I understand that there is no cost for a 
Toodyay business to join the Toodyay 
Dollars program.
 Similarly, there is no cost or fees for anyone 
using such dollars, so in the eyes of local 
businesses it is ostensibly the same as good 
ol’ Aussie dollars.
 So there you have it – my plan to put money 
in your pocket while at the same time doing 
something to help our local businesses and 
hopefully create a few new jobs as well.
 This idea is sustainable (and fully costed) 
and doesn’t place any stress on the shire’s 
budget or rates, either now or into the future.
 Which brings me back to my original 
question – how would you like $100 courtesy 
of your council?

Ben Bell

Cash splash rescue?
The 

Insider
The

Insider
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 CCoonnttaacctt  uuss  ffoorr  aa  FFRREEEE  bbooookklleett  ttoo  rreeccoorrdd  
yyoouurr  pprreecciioouuss  mmeemmoorriieess..  

Now is the time to go through photos together, 
share stories, write it all down. 

 

Burial - Cremation - Country - City 

Safe Prepaid Plans & Funeral Bonds 
 

Call Rob & Dianne Tinetti 96221411 
 

 

264 Fitzgerald St Northam    
purslowetinettifunerals.com  

Bolgart News
Pam McGill

OVER a cuppa at the Bolgart Country Women’s 
Association, Nancy Holmes hatched a plan to 
make stalwart member Natalie Syred a quilt 
to brighten up her new room in the Midland 
Nursing Home and to let her know that 
members were thinking of her.
 Master of quilting Valerie Cale was invited 
to spend the day with members to make a 
keepsake for Natalie.
 After many hours of agonising about the 
design Nancy incorporated a lot of blue – 
Natalie’s favourite colour.
 A time was set, machines arrived and within 
four hours the quilting top was made with lots 
of laughter and cheer worked into the quilt.
 A day was set, and Bolgart CWA ladies made 
the trip to Perth to present the quilt to Natalie.
 Another cuppa and date loaf (Natalie’s 
recipe) were shared and the next craft project 
was discussed.

Markets spotlight ambo funds
VOLUNTEERS from the Goomalling-Bolgart 
St John Ambulance Sub-Branch were recently 
presented with a $700 cheque from the 
organisers of the Bolgart Bush Christmas 
Markets.
 Barbara Mottershaw and Gwenda McGill 
handed over the funds on March 18 at the 
Bolgart ambulance shed.
 The money raised from door sales, raffles 
and donations on market day will be put 
towards buying new spotlights for the Bolgart 
ambulance and will contribute to the cost of 
installing a drive-through entrance at the rear 
of the shed.
 Both projects will add to the safety of 
volunteers exiting and returning to the shed 
from call outs.

Butterly Cottages
Therese Chitty

BUTTERLY Cottages’ secretary has sent a 
letter to all tenants to provide reassurance 
and outline plans for risk management during 
the Covid-19 period.
 For all concerns regarding health please 
contact your care provider, your GP or 
relatives.
 Please read and follow the Government 
Guidelines fact sheet for older Australians 
on Covid-19 provided.
 The Committee of Management will be 
headed by Judy Dow who will be in contact 
with other committee members via email and 
phone.
 All rent inspections will be suspended until 
further notice.
 Please report only urgent maintenance 
matters as we may have difficulty contacting 
tradesman.
 For urgent matters please contact Judy 
Dow, 9574 2342, Jenny Perkins, 9584 0612 
or Maggie Parsons 9574 2627.
 Please stay healthy and safe..

Toodyay Progress Association 
Brian Foley, Chairman

WHAT a month it has been.
 The world as we knew it has changed but 
life in Toodyay will go on. 
 Being in a country town, one hopes that this 
Covid-19 virus will have minimal influence 
health wise.
 But the financial impacts will be hard on 
everyone.
 The shire will also come under financial 
strain.
 The shire’s February financial report 
showed it received $1 million less in rates 
than it had in its coffers last year.
 With many people now out of work 
because of the virus, outstanding rates may 
not be able to be paid until next year.
 The State Government wants all shires to 
set a zero increase for the 2020-2021 year ‒ 
let’s see how our shire responds to this.
 A CEO recruitment consultant appointed 
by the shire received a high number of 
applications for Toodyay’s top job.
 The field has been whittled down to six 
candidates and we believe some are very 
good.
 The time has come for the council to do the 
right thing for ratepayers who showed at the 
last election that they want change.
 The present CEO has been on sick leave 
since February 25 and is not due to return 
until after April 17.
 We believe a new CEO should be appointed 
and placed on three to six months’ probation, 
with either party able to terminate the new 
contract without financial loss to the shire.
 We see no need for a handover period and 
look forward to a new CEO with fresh ideas.
 I once asked the  CEO of a large corporation 
who had started a new job what he would do 
if there is resistance to his ideas.
 His response was: “Follow me or down the 
road.”
 The association has reviewed a business 
case received from the shire on February 27 
for the construction of Toodyay’s new pool 
and recreation complex.
 The document was dated February 2017 
and related to earlier plans for a $23 million 
project which was abandoned because it was 
too costly.

 A business case for the revised $14 million  
project has not been done and several  
questions arise.
 The association has sent a list of questions 
to the council and we will report on the 
answers in next month’s Herald.
 It is important that this contract for the 
construction does not overrun the quoted 
costs because the shire will struggle to 
finance it in the coming years.
 Any additional costs will be a major burden 
on all ratepayers.
 As always, we point out that we are a not-
for-profit, volunteer advocacy group, that 
has not and will not run, support or endorse 
elected candidates for the council of the Shire 
of Toodyay.

Six candidates shortlisted 
for Toodyay’s top job

Butterly rent 
inspections 

placed on hold

Laughter and cheer stitched 
into Natalie’s new quilt

Red light on the greens
LADIES from the Avon Valley Bowling 
League competed in the League Fours held in 
Bolgart on March 10.
 Twelve teams competed on the day and the 
winners from Dowerin were Dianne Hudson, 
Trish O’Neill, Shirley DeJong and Kerry 
Robinson.
 Runners up from York were Sian Smith, 
Carol Ashworth, Susan Collins and Jenny 
Jones.
 Bolgart ladies ended their pennant season 
in February, finishing third on the ladder. 
They went on to win their first elimination 
game against Cunderdin but couldn’t quite 
get there to win against Northam Blue, – both 
games were close, and all ladies enjoyed the 
competition.
 Amid growing concerns and uncertainty 
around the Covid-19 pandemic, Bowls 
Australia (BA), in consultation with the state 
and territory associations, has recommended 
that all bowls events be suspended indefinitely.
 While acknowledging that BA is not the 
controlling body of competitions staged locally 
by states, territories, districts and clubs, we feel 
it is prudent in the current climate that we issue 
this advice in order to limit any non-essential 
mass gatherings, until further notice.
 This advice is related to any pennant, 
championships, tournaments and club social 
bowls.
 The decision aims to safeguard the health of 
the sport’s members, participants, employees, 
volunteers and officials, many of whom 
are typically from demographics that are 
particularly susceptible to the effects of the 
virus.
 More information can be found on the BA 
website bowls.com.au/coronavirus-covid-19-
advice-to-ba-members/.

(From left) Pam Meston, Stephanie Penn, Betty Lockyer, Pauline Pinker, Bernice Clarke, 
Valarie Cale and Nancy Holmes with the quilt they made for Natalie Syred.

Office Hours 9574 2106

St John Ambulance volunteers (from left) Annette Syred and Bridget Moore accept a $700 
cheque from bush markets organisers Barbara Mottershaw and Gwenda McGill (right).
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THE COUNTRY Women’s Association is 
always one of the first organisations to mobilise 
support in times of need.
 The Gidgegannup branch has accepted the 
local bakery’s offer of the previous day’s surplus 
bread, and aims to distribute it for free to people 
who can’t obtain it due the Covid-19 crisis.
 Branch members are currently trialling 
the demand for free bread and will adjust 
opening times at the branch headquarters in the 

In another extract from his family memoir, 
retired journalist Roger Simms recalls sex 
and youth in an age of tight buttons.

IN MY late teenage years in the 1950’s Australia 
was heading for a social upheaval.
 On that ever-so-troublesome question of sex, 
fresh ideas were blowin’ in the wind, along with 
talk about a new contraceptive – in the form of a 
pill.
 A wave of change was building, but on matters 
sexual much of the nation still had its top button 
done up tight.
 And certainly that was the case in my circle of 
parental and wider family influences.
 Sex outside marriage, for example, was still out 
of moral bounds.
 Who remembers the old Frank Sinatra number –

Love and marriage, love and marriage
Go together like a horse and carriage.

Dad was told by mother
You can’t have one without the other.

 That was a hit song on the radio about that time, 
an accompaniment for parental lectures on sex 
most of us kids heard during our teenage years.
 And if that wasn’t enough musical emphasis on 
getting hitched before getting into bed, just about 
every other pop song had lyrics linking young love 
with chapels, wedding bells and bands of gold.
 Parental lecturing on sex, as I recall, was 
generally about repercussions, the things that 
could go wrong, the dreaded fear of ‘having to get 
married’. Every parent’s nightmare.
 As a teen, I wanted to hear more about sexual 
feelings themselves – was I experiencing what 
everyone else was experiencing and why, going 
on the signals I was picking up, should there be 
such a sense of guilt about it all?
 I’d been a boy scout and could recall Lord Baden-
Powell’s exhortative line in the scouting manual: 

Drive-ins bang on in days of buttoned-up sex
A scout is clean in thought, word and deed.
 All very well, but what constituted a ‘dirty 
thought’?
 Fantasies flooding my 16-year-old mind, I 
suspected, ran well beyond Baden-Powell’s 
prescription.
 Sex education in school was all but non-existent 
in the 1950s and there was no internet to surf for 
answers.
 I remember feeling most relieved when I read in 
the Readers Digest one day (in a section along the 
lines of Ask the Doctor) an account of a teenage 
pregnancy and a doctor’s response to criticism of 
the position the young couple found themselves in.
 The doctor said the couple’s sexual activity 
outside marriage may have been unwise but he 
could never accept that it was immoral.
 Well, thank goodness for that.
 Yet social sanctions over sex outside marriage 
could run deeply and cruelly in the 50s.
 My wife Trish remembers an occasion of a young 
woman living in her street ‘having to get married’.
 On her wedding day she emerged from her 
parents’ house, coming down the front steps on her 
father’s arm, wearing a three-quarter-length dress, 
very pretty but all blue.
 My wife, about 12 or 13 at the time, asked her 
mother why the bride was not in white but her 
mum didn’t explain and it was some time before 
she understood what the colour switch had been 
about.
 If metaphorical top buttons were done up tightly 
in my day, many of us, I reckon, had drive-in 
movies to thank for finding ways to loosen the real 
ones.
 Drive-in theatres, or the ‘drives’, as they 
became known, were very much a backdrop to my 
generation’s youthful years.
 Opening in 1955 and phasing out in the mid 
1970s, the ‘drives’ coincided exactly with our teens 
and early adulthood and offered a different and, 
what proved to be, a very popular entertainment 
and social outlet, especially before television took 
a major hold.
 And they haven’t, in fact, made a total exit.
 The Galaxy in north suburban Perth opened in 
1973 and is still in business, the sole survivor from 
the days when WA boasted more than 60 such 
venues.
 WA’s first drive-in was the Highway in Bentley, 
quickly followed by the Skyline in Floreat.
 They were an instant success.
 Then came the Metro in Innaloo and the Lakeway 
in Claremont.
 Dozens of drive-ins opened in country WA in the 
1960s, including the Avonway in Northam.
 In its enthusiastic coverage of the arrival of this 
new form of cinematographic experience, The 

West Australian reported that drive-in patrons were 
parents with young children, invalids or old people 
who no longer wanted to climb cinema stairs and, 
believe it or not, “the wife whose husband tries 
to get out of taking her to the (indoor) pictures 
with the excuse that he is wearing his dirty garden 
clothes and has no time to change”.
 Evenings at the ‘drives’ were certainly family 
affairs, with adults chatting by their cars before 
the show and kids in pyjamas playing en masse in 
big playgrounds beneath the huge theatre screen.
 But I’m here to tell you that for young people 
– those of us in late teen years and borrowing the 
family car when we could – the experience had 
nothing to do with accommodating kids, avoiding 
stairs or seeing films in gardening clothes.
 No sir, a night at the ‘drives’ in the old FJ (early 
and very popular Holden model) or Morris Minor 
was a date with romance.
 This was excitement plus for young couples – 
a parentally approved place to go and awaiting 
them the chance to share for a couple of hours the 
seclusion of a motor car.
 I can’t report with any Kinsey-like detail the 
extent of amorous behaviour at Perth drive-ins 
over the years.
 Noisy fellows would sometimes boast about their 
score on a 1-5 intimacy scale and trot out something 
like: “If we’re rockin’ don’t come knockin’.”
 But from my experience, and from what we all 
talked about, most of us, girlfriends especially, 
saw red lights of caution and were ready with the 
brakes.
 And there were movies to watch, after all.
 Whatever occurred, the ‘drives’ provided young 
people with a welcome avenue of privacy and 
freedom.
 And it’s interesting to consider, as a time capsule 
of popular cultural history, the lyrics of the Everly 
Brothers hit song at that time, Wake Up Little Suzie, 
with its story of the teenage couple who fall asleep 
at the drive-in and now, at 2am, are preoccupied 
with the challenge of defending their late-night 
innocence.
 Who’d care today? Indeed, who’d care?
 And that raises a point: with uninhibited sexual 
opportunity – pubs, clubs, app dating links and 
the like – could scoring top marks on an intimacy 
scale today be a little too easy, too casual, a trifle 
ho-hum?
 Perhaps something has been lost.
 Perhaps the taboos and anxieties of the 50s and 
early 60s, for all the restriction and frustration, 
spiced up sexual adventure and lent more of a thrill 
to the preliminary steps.
 Just a thought.
 What’s on at the ‘drives’ tonight, I wonder?
 And could I borrow the car?

Gidge rolls out free bread trial

Gidgegannup Country Women’s Association members (from left) Trish Gair, Carol Salt and Terry-
Anne McDonald with donated bread from the Gidgegannup Bakery.

Gidgegannup Showgrounds on Toodyay Road 
to meet customers’ needs.
 “We can open every second day if necessary,” 
said Terry-Anne McDonald.
 The first free bread on offer at 9am on March 
20 was baked at 2pm the previous day so the 
bread loaves and rolls are quite fresh.
 Branch members will post their opening times 
for the free bread on local social media sites.
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Ideal for both new homes and changeover 
installations the Bonaire 

Summer Breeze is the value for money choice
Agents for BONAIRE

Toodyay Agricultural Alliance
Frank Panizza

THE COVID-19 virus has completely 
dominated world news over the past four 
weeks.
 The rapid expansion of the virus throughout 
the world and the declaration of a pandemic 
by the World Health Organisation has 
affected the daily lives of billions of people.
 Fear, panic buying and uncertainty over 
the economic fallout of the epidemic is of 
grave concern to our leaders and to every 
Australian citizen.
 The effect on agriculture throughout 
Australia is one of the few sectors in 
the economy that has not suffered much 
disruption, to this point at least.
 Grain and livestock prices have not been 
badly affected and in most cases have risen 
as a result of demand both domestically and 
overseas.
 China has re-entered the grain market 
buying large quantities of grain both from 
Australia and from other destinations.
 Shutdowns of ports in South America have 
added to supply fears which has spurned 
demand, particularly from China.
 Over the past two decades grain importing 
countries have slowly adopted a ‘just in time’ 
method of buying and importing grain.
 This has allowed importers to have a 
minimal amount of infrastructure to store 
grain as well as not having money tied up in 

Farmers rise to meet crisis
Hope is on the horizon for agriculture to remain steady in the face of challenging times. 
Photo: Frank Panizza.

stockpiled grain.
 Of course, this works well until a crisis 
such as the Covid-19 pandemic disrupts 
shipping and supply.
 Well-known farm management consultant 
Shane Sander, director of Agvise Management 
Consultants, commented recently “We are so 
lucky in Australia to have such an adequate 
supply of food that a food shortage is not 
ever something that an Australian would ever 
think about”.
 He added “Ramped up demand from 
overseas together with a devaluation of the 
Australian dollar shows promise for the 
agricultural sector this year”.
 Mr Sander stated that travel restrictions 
may adversely affect farms that relied on 
overseas workers for seasonal jobs.
 In a press release dated March 25 the 
Minister for Agriculture Drought and 
Emergency Management David Littleproud 
confirmed that agriculture was an “essential 
service”.
 Mr Littleproud stated that “As far as 
the Commonwealth is concerned, food 
production and supply is an essential service.
 “That means state-imposed border 
shutdowns will not affect agricultural supply 
chains,” he said.
 In closing, the minister reaffirmed the 
government’s position by stating that 
“Maintaining food production, access 
to workers, agricultural supply lines, 
transportation and logistics is absolutely 
critical and will not be affected by any of the 
measures aimed at curbing the virus’ spread”.
 This reassurance by Mr Littleproud has 
come as a relief to farmers and consumers 
alike.

Bell to ring for 
collective prayer
Reverend Brian Ludlow
Priest at Large Parishes of Toodyay-
Goomalling and Gingin-Chittering

WE LIVE in interesting times.
 Six months ago, who would possibly have 
thought that a miniscule but novel infective agent 
akin to the common cold virus could wreak such 
havoc and cause so much change to lifestyles 
across the globe.
 With it has come a sense of fear that has brought 
out examples of the best in humans and sadly, also 
the worst.
 Not just panic buying – we all recall the broadcast 
scene of ladies fighting in the supermarket over a 
pack of toilet rolls – but also for many there is a 
real sense of fear for the future.
 At times like these, people, regardless of whether 
they class themselves as having faith or not, tend to 
stop and ask the important questions: Why? What 
does it mean? How do we cope?
 For such a time as this, it has been normal and 
almost expected that church buildings are open, 
allowing a place for people to find a quiet space 
to reflect and ponder and, for those so inclined, to 
pray.
 To go to a safe space to contemplate those deep 
questions.
 In previous times of crisis, church services have 
also seen increased numbers of folk attending.
 For us as church ministers it is doubly strange – 
although fully understandable – that the emergency 
order requires not only that we suspend weekly 
gatherings but also that buildings designated as 
places of worship must remain shut.
 But locked doors never stopped Jesus in his 
Easter encounters with people.
 I was recently asked why I was ringing the church 
bell?
 Christians in and around Toodyay may not be 
gathering in church buildings for the time being, 
but we are committing to ‘gather’ regularly to pray 
for the world and for our community.
 We will do this from the dispersed locations we 
are in and we aim to do so at the same time.
 Each day at 8am the church bell will toll to let 
the neighbourhood know we are praying for the 
community.

Toodyay Agricultural Society
Alison Wroth

THE UNPREDICTABILITY of our current 
health climate with Covid-19 is very similar to 
an avalanche.
 New information every day makes it extremely 
difficult for event organisers as the possibility 
of something being announced the next day that 
will ‘upset the apple cart’ is virtually guaranteed 
at this time.
 This year, it is not only the weather on the day 
that I am concerned about.
 The health of committee members, especially 
having not such a ‘youthful’ committee, is a 
concern when we hold our meetings inside.
 The term pandemic will need to be lifted for 
our public liability insurance to cover the event 
as well – and now social isolation is just another 
possible consideration to overcome for any 
community group.
 However, the 167th Toodyay Agricultural 
Show is currently due to be held on Saturday 
October 10.
 Due to the information that we are all trying 
to sort our lives around, the Show is out of that 
six-month ‘estimate’ for the possible banning of 
events and well past the May peak of the virus.
 The April general meeting over the Easter 
break has been cancelled until May, so we are 
doing our jobs and sticking to the timeline in 
efforts to organise our annual Show – while 
walking on hot coals.
 The fantastic news is that Makit Toodyay 
Hardware and Farm is sponsoring this year’s 
fireworks.
 Carolyn, Peter and Greg will see the promotion 
of the business name in lights at the windup of 
the Show and we thank them so much for this 
wonderful platinum donation.
 All sponsors and advertisers, prize donors 
and supporters, please understand that if further 
down the track, depending on how the virus 
escalates or doesn’t, that the committee will 
decide at the May meeting how to deal with this 
unprecedented situation.
 In no way do we want to put our excellent 
reputation as a responsible event organiser at 

Show team walks on hot coals 
as fireworks funds secured

Toodyay Farmers Market
Sandra Cousins

OUR FIFTH birthday celebrations will have 
to wait.
 Our Toodyay Farmers Market is turning 
five years old in April and what a special 
market it was going to be.
 However, the markets are being cancelled 
until further notice.
 We are going through an unimaginable 
time and we are working together as a 
community to get through this.
 We wish everyone well and we will look 
forward to welcoming our stallholders and 
visitors back as soon as it is safe to restart. 

Walk amongst “Free Range Emus” 
in natural bushland

•	 Guided	Tours	
•	 Emu	Products	Shop		
•	 Dining	Area
•	 Tea	and	Coffee
•	 Ice	Cream	and	Cool	Drinks
•	 Toilets
•	 Ample	Parking	

Coach	and	School		Groups	by	Appointment

Open Daily 10AM – 4PM
Phone 9574 1415

TOODYAY 
EMU FARM

Markets on hold

risk or endanger the community.
 Please do not hesitate to contact me should you 
have any questions or concerns on 0437 099 960 
or email: toodyayagsociety@iinet.net.au.
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Giant tree estimated to be  at least 400 years old
Toodyay Historical Society
Robyn Taylor

IF YOU are sitting at home wondering how 
to fill in the hours of your imposed holiday 
with nowhere to go because everything is in 
lockdown, read on.
 How about undertaking a worthy project 
that takes you outside into the fresh autumn 
air and sunshine?
 Many of us have favourite trees.
 They may be ones that stand out for their 
size suggesting great age, have a landmark 
quality about them or burst into magnificent 
flower marking the seasons of the year.
 In Toodyay we have native trees that are 
hundreds of years old and trees of European 
origin such as the olive that suggest they 
were brought here as seeds by the first 
settlers.
 The National Trust of WA has revived 
and updated its Significant Tree Register as 
part of a national initiative and it’s proving 
remarkably popular.
 Our society has decided to nominate our 
town tree, the Flooded Gum (Eucalyptus 
rudis) that stands in the grounds of St 
Stephen’s Anglican Church and is believed The Reverends Brian and Peggy Ludlow measure the girth of the giant Flooded Gum in the 

grounds of St Stephen’s Anglican Church in Stirling Terrace. Photo: Robyn Taylor. Toodyay Probus Club
Norm Green

AS WITH many clubs, I imagine, the virus 
threat has been disruptive.
 Toodyay Probus club is no exception, with 
our meetings possibly being suspended for 
goodness knows how long and many members 
sensibly practising social distancing.
 The visit to see Sculptures by the Sea went 
ahead in late March, with Northam Probus 
leading the way.
 There were three members from Toodyay 
and nine from Northam Probus Club.
 The comment was that “most of them were 
good but some were rubbish”.
 The viewing ended with the usual need to 
eat and this time at the Captain Stirling Hotel 
in Nedlands.
 It is quite likely that this was the last outing 
for some time.
 It is quite a challenge, to say the least, to 
produce an article about a club if the club is 
in ‘mothballs’ so this may be the last article 
for a while.

Reverend Brian Ludlow (in orange shirt) 
dwarfed by the towering Flooded Gum. 
Photo: Robyn Taylor.

to be 400 or more years old.
 Apart from its vital statistics (this one has 
a girth of approximately 6.5m) information 
that may establish its history and value to 
society is useful.
 This particular tree has an interesting social 
history as the following articles reveal.
 Newcastle Jottings, The Inquirer, 14 April 
1886, page 3.
 “I was sorry to observe the other day that 
the Council contemplates removing a grand 
old blue gum tree, standing near Connor’s 
Mill, which has reared its green head aloft in 
healthy vigour ever since the town has been 
formed.
 “To ‘touch a single bough’ of this grand old 
tree will be an act of vandalism which I trust 
our civic fathers will never be guilty of.
 “Surely there are many here who will put 
in a plea for this old tree even if on no higher 
grounds than those set forth in the old song:
“That in youth it sheltered me, and I’ll protect 
it now.” … Newcastle, 9th April, 1886.” Not 

everyone shared these sentiments.
 ‘Correspondence. A Voice from Toodyay’, 
West Australian, 5 May 1886, page 3.
 “To the Editor. Sir, I have often felt 
surprised at certain gum trees being allowed 
to stand almost in the middle of the road in 
a very awkward place, opposite the junction 
of the Victoria Plains and Nunile Roads, and 
close to the Newcastle Bridge.
 “An accident occurred there yesterday.
 “A horse Miss O’Neill was driving took 
fright, and ran straight into these trees, the 
concussion being so great that the trap was 
broken to atoms and the driver severely 
injured and now under medical treatment.
 “Is the chairman of the Roads Board 
waiting for someone to be killed before he 
removes these trees?
 “Is it not public money that will be used for 
that purpose? How long will the public allow 
them to remain there – a dangerous obstacle 
to travellers? Yours, etc. A.B. Toodyay, 1 
May 1886.”

 For the time being, if you are interested in 
registering a tree you can ring or email the 
trust.
 The register serves an educational purpose 
and does not impinge on the rights of 
ownership, or imply right of access by the 
public.
 Given the current situation, the club’s 
calendar of events and excursions has gone 
into recess.
 Members will be advised of any changes.
 For the time being, Drummond House 
and Donegan’s Cottage will be closed to the 
public.
 Contacts: secretary.2j.ths@gmail.com; 
Robyn Taylor, rdtaylor@iinet.net.au, phone 
9574 2578, or Beth Frayne, toobide4@iinet.
net.au, phone 9574 5971.
 Write to PO 32 Toodyay WA 6566. 
Website: toodyayhistoricalsociety.org.au/. 
Membership, $15 per annum.

Probians hibernate 
after sculptures
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