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Two drivers in miraculous escape after near head-on Toodyay Road crash

Wreckage lies strewn across Toodyay Road near Lovers Lane last month after emergency services volunteers cut a seriously injured driver from her car – see Police Beat, Page 6. 

Further shake-up as new president to quit 

Michael Sinclair-Jones

TOODYAY will get its third shire president 
in less than three years after retired State 
Government lawyer Bill  Manning’s 
announcement that he will resign from the 
council next month and move to Tasmania.
 President Manning and his wife have sold 
their Hoddys Well property and plan to leave  
for their new Launceston home on April 25.
 The move comes as the council prepares 
to hire a new CEO and awaits the outcome 
of a wide-ranging State Government inquiry 
into the shire’s operations and affairs over the 
past seven years.
 President Manning said he will chair the 
next council meeting on Tuesday March 25 
and wants to remain president to oversee the 
appointment of a new shire CEO.

Former shire president Brian Rayner  swears 
in new president Bill Manning (above right) 
in the council chamber last October.

Third civic leader in 3 years as 
council prepares to hire new 
CEO ahead of inquiry result

 A report on job applicants was presented 
to councillors on March 3 after the council 
engaged national recruitment agency Beilby 
Downing Teal to advertise the $158,000-
$260,000 job on a four-year contract.
 President Manning said he also wanted 
to oversee the council’s response to any 
recommendations that may arise from the 
State Government inquiry.
 He listed the two items as “unfinished 
business” when he resigned from the council 
last October to recontest his seat under new 
rules which for the first time allowed all 
electors to vote for all candidates.
 President Manning said publicly before the 
poll that he was selling his home and unlikely 
to serve a full term if re-elected.
 The WA Local Government Department 
says the investigators’ report is still being 
examined by the State Solicitors Office to 
consider any prosecutions that may arise.
 It is understood Mr Scott did not re-apply 
for his current $243,000-a-year job after 
failing twice last year to convince the council 

to let him stay for another three to five years 
when his contract expires on July 22.
Continued on Page 5.
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Ol’	Blind	Joe
Bashing a dragon
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Stirling Hamilton

I’VE GOT a whole bunch of American 
friends online and I’m constantly amazed 
by their obsession with Russian election 
meddling.
 The US is the world’s premier meddler in 
its own and other countries electoral affairs.
 This visceral fear of Russia has been 
around for longer than I have and the 
American Eagle is still poking the Russian 
Bear and the Chinese Dragon to drum up 
military sales.
 Fear and power are very effective military 
aphrodisiacs and the US has extensive 
expertise in their use.
 Their European partner NATO between 
2016 and 2020 had its budget increased by 
$130 billion – twice as much as Russia’s total 
annual military spending – and now they’re 
parked on her doorstep in Ukraine.
 The Pentagon’s current budget could be cut 
in half and it would still be left with a bigger 
military budget than China, Russia, Iran, and 
North Korea combined.
 The West, led by American financial 
hegemony, claims to privilege bourgeois 
rights such as ‘free speech’ but is really 
organised to enrich the profits of capitalists 
at the expense of the masses.
 According to the International Monetary 
Fund, worldwide fossil fuel subsidies 
totalled $5.2 trillion annually in 2017.
 And Australia is in that bullfighting ring 
throwing your money to the already filthy-
rich sitting in the front row.
 Two hundred billion dollars for useless 
submarines and planes that couldn’t fight 
their way out of a wet paper bag.
 Tax cuts for the egregiously rich and 
austerity for you peasants, and here’s a 
cashless welfare card for you folks down on 
your luck.
 What happened to those hopes and dreams 
we had in the ‘70s while we were trying to 
figure out how we might spend our future 
leisure time?
 Well I’ll tell ya, they’re called billionaires 
and you can’t become one unless you’re a 
sociopath or psychopath.
 Never before has so much been stolen by 
so few.
 They couldn’t spend a billion bucks in 
a thousand years and that US presidential 
nincompoop Michael Bloomberg has $64 
billion.
 But with their transnational corporations 
they love to despoil the world’s riches with 
the help of the governments that serve them.
 Jailed Wikileaks whistleblower Julian 
Assange described the world’s “sole 
remaining empire” in terms of United States’ 
use of economic, military, administrative 
and diplomatic power “not for territorial 
expansion, but to perpetuate American 
economic pre-eminence”.
 In beginning to implement this strategy, 
former US President George Bush jnr spoke 
of a “war without end”.
 It is no longer a question of winning wars 
and defeating opponents but of making them 
last as long as possible, “a century,” he said.

 From South America and Africa to the 
eastern-most reaches of Europe lies a vast 
area for the exploitation of raw materials.
 This is why the state structures of the 
countries in this zone must be considerably 
weakened.
 Contrary to the official discourse, it’s 
no longer a question of overthrowing 
governments but rather of destroying states 
and preventing their reconstitution.
 The state structures of Afghanistan since 
2001, Iraq since 2003, Libya since 2011, 
Syria since 2012 and Yemen since 2015 are 
no longer capable of defending their citizens.
 This is “constructive chaos”, as Bush’s 
former Sercretary of State , Condoleezza 
Rice, put it.
 We need to know these things and recognise 
our own complicity in the conduct of matters 
outside of our shores.
 We have troops in every one of these 
countries yet there is more oversight of 
welfare recipients at home than there is of 
our military activities abroad.
 We’ve got navy boats patrolling the Strait 
of Hormuz off Iran’s southern shores and I’ll 
be damned if I can think of one good reason 
why on earth Iran would attack us, being 
10,000km away, yet we’re parked on their 
doorstep taunting them.
 We’ve got other navy boats in the South 
China Sea provoking China which makes 
perfect sense when you consider they’re our 
country’s biggest trading partner.
 What exactly is our beef with China and 
why are we bashing a dragon that could 
eliminate us in one breathless minute?
 Do you really think America gives a rats 
about Oz?
 We’re merely a stationary battleship 
for them to use and our politicians are 
subservient to the whims of whatever US 
oligarch holds office.
 In the month before the Iraq invasion in 
February 2003, up to 15 million people in 
more than 600 cities around the world ‒ the 
biggest one-day antiwar demonstration in 
history – assembled in massive protests 
against the US intervention,
 Former Australian Prime Minister  John 
Howard ignored our people and Parliament 
and, based on US and UK lies, took us into 
one of the most dreadful wars in history
 Let’s not forget the half million children 
who died from sanctions that we were 
complicit in imposing on them before we 
even went in and helped blow their country 
to bits.
 Former US President Bill Clinton’s 
Secretary of State, Madeleine Albright, said 
“I think this is a very hard choice, but the 
price – we think the price is worth it”.
 I pause for reflection on the fate of Julian 
Assange as an Australian journalist being 
tried in the UK and facing extradition to the 
US for telling the truth. Think about it.
 “One certain effect of war is to diminish 
freedom of expression. Patriotism becomes 
the order of the day, and those who question 
the war are seen as traitors, to be silenced 
and imprisoned. – Howard Zinn, US 
historian, playwright and socialist academic.
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Ex-copper now champion speed demon
IevaTomsons

TOODYAY champion cyclist Summer 
Roberts (49) doesn’t do things by halves.
 Summer was 10 when her family moved 
from Nedlands to Kalamunda where she 
started to ride her bike 15km uphill to 
Lesmurdie High School.
 The Kalamunda Road hill challenges most 
experienced cyclists and the daily ride to 
school set Summer up for when she resumed 
cycling at an international level at age 43.
 “I’m a firm believer in ‘muscle memory’. 
I believe it exists, that muscles remember.”
 At Lesmurdie High School she competed 
in swimming and cycling and “pretty well 
won everything” racing the cycling sections 
in marathons and triathlons.
 She won her first medal when she was 
16 in the WA Government Schools Sports 
Association games where she was the fastest 
female cyclist on the course.
 “Looking back, I’m a bit sad that I didn’t 
have a mentor, as I know I could have gone 
all the way.”
 After school while she was studying for her 
BA Education at Edith Cowan University she 
worked in sports shops, cycled for fitness and 
fun and became a “gym fanatic”.
 For a couple of years Summer worked as a 
relief primary school teacher before enrolling 
at the WA Police Force Academy in 1995.
 “At the time, I loved it – thought it was the 
best thing since sliced bread.”
 During her two-year probationary period, 
she worked the beat in Perth, Midland and 
Kalamunda then learnt to ride a horse and 
joined the mounted police.
 “I was 29 when I learnt to ride, and I wasn’t 
very good, certainly not as confident as those 
who had been riding since they were kids.”
 Around this time, Summer married 
“another copper” and they bought a property 
in Gidgegannup where she kept two quarter 
horses. She joined the local Adult Riding 
Club and won the multi-event Black Tie Day 
three years in a row.
 “The next year they changed the rules so I 
couldn’t win again,” laughs Summer.
 After two years together the couple parted 
ways and Summer started working with the 
Coroner’s Department in 2003.
 “We investigated sudden deaths and it was 
fascinating, but you certainly have to have 
the right mindset for that type of work.

Summer trains in front of a computer video screen that simulates riding conditions in the back room of her West Toodyay home.

 “There were train victims, people who had 
been burnt, shootings, road accidents and 
suicides. We filed reports for the coroner and 
interviewed family members, it was really 
interesting work.”
 After three years “at coronials” Summer 
was told she had to pick a country placement 
or one would be found for her. She picked 
Toodyay and joined the local station in 2007.
 With a failed marriage, three house 
moves in one year and an imposed job 
transfer, Summer was becoming increasingly 
stressed.
 She was living on her own in a run-down 
house she had bought out of town and after 
work she started drinking.
 “Basically, I was a functioning alcoholic 
for five years. I was trying to find ‘Mr Right’ 
but alcohol was getting in the way.
 By the time her father died in 2012 she 
had met her current partner Jim Spanswick 
who recognised she had a problem and 
encouraged her to give up drinking.
 “I knew I had to do something, or I’d lose 
everything – Jim, the house and my job.”
 Summer knows the exact date she decided 
to quit, 10 June 2013.
 “I had decided that that was it. The hardest 
part was the first three days, getting the 

alcohol out of my system.”
 Summer resigned from the police force and 
was working at Acacia Prison visitors’ centre 
when she was offered a promotion which she 
declined because she didn’t want any more 
pressure.
 A full-time job at Toodyay’s new IGA 
supermarket came up and Summer has been 
happily serving customers there for the past 
seven years.
 Her relationship with Jim and competitive 
cycling have seen Summer beat one of the 
biggest challenges that she will ever face.
 In 2015 Toodyay locals rallied to raise funds 
to send Summer to represent Australia in the 
Amateur World Time Trials in Denmark.
 “The support I received was amazing, 
people tooting and giving me the thumbs up 
as I trained for the championships.”
 The next year the Amateur World Time 
Trials were held in Perth, but Summer had a 
disastrous run when her bike was damaged 
on the ferry to the course on Rottnest Island.
 “Can you believe it, I rode the course with 
my front brake on because the brake cable 
was damaged. I was shattered but you have 
to take the good with the bad.”
 Summer says her biggest achievement 
to date is coming third in the National 

Championships in Brisbane in 2017.
 At last year’s Masters Games in Alice 
Springs she achieved gold across several 
cycling categories and was ranked 10th of 
all male and female competitors.
 In 2021 Summer and Jim, who coaches 
her and also competes, will trial in their 
respective age categories which increase at 
five-year intervals, placing them as younger 
competitors in their masters age groups.
 “Next year is the big year for both of us.”
 For the past two years Summer and Jim 
have done a lot of training in their back 
room where they don their riding gear and 
complete virtual sessions on a fixed bike 
hooked up to a computer program which 
simulates hill climbs, sprints and other 
conditions encountered in the real world.
 “People don’t see me riding around as 
much now but it means I don’t have to worry 
about rain, fog and the heat.”
 Between working at the local IGA store 
and training five days a week, Summer has 
set herself another challenge – learning the 
tricks of competing on the steep banked track 
of the cycling velodrome in Midvale.
 “There are no brakes and you can’t stop 
peddling – it’s a totally different animal,” 
laughs Summer.

Michael Sinclair-Jones

TOODYAY shire councillors have voted to 
cut their pay by 2.2 per cent after a heated 
debate last month about whether they should 
be paid more money.
 Councillors voted 6-3 to receive 75 per 
cent of the maximum State Government 
allowance for meeting fees and cut the 
allowance for shire president and deputy to 
60 per cent of the State maximum rate.
 The decision was opposed by Deputy 
President Rosemary Madacsi, and Crs Phil 
Hart and Susan Pearce.
 The actual amount of money or percentage 
that would be saved was not revealed or 
discussed at last month’s marathon council 
meeting which started at 4pm and ended at 
10.15pm after a half-hour dinner break.
 The Herald estimates the total saving to be 
about $3360 – a 2.2 per cent cut on the total 
cost of $171,000 budgeted this year for the 
nine-member council.
 Councillors earlier voted 5-4 to defeat a 
motion by Cr Rayner, seconded by Cr Paula 
Greenway and supported by Crs Ben Bell 
and Therese Chitty to cut allowances and 
fees to 50 per cent of the maximum State 
rate – a saving of about $36,000 a year.
 This followed a shire administration 
recommendation to increase councillors’ 
payments to 80 per cent of the maximum 
State rate – costing a further $13,700 a year 
– “to reflect what appeared from discussion 
to be the common view” behind closed doors 
at last month’s council strategic forum.
 “I don’t understand why we want more 
money,” Cr Bell said.’
 “If you want to annoy people, that’s the 
way to do it.
 Continued on Page 5.

Councillors 
argue over 

pay cut
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Continued on Page 9.

LETTERS

The Toodyay Herald invites you to have 
your say in our letters page. Please 
email us at news@toodyayherald.
com.au with your full name, address 
and phone number. Letters that are 
short, sharp and to the point about 
topical local issues are preferred. The 
Herald reserves the right to edit letters 
for length, grammar and punctuation.

The way we were ‒ from this year’s Connor’s Mill 150th anniversary booklet: ‘Corp’ Campbell in the foreground assisting the building 
of the foundation for a new powerhouse extension at the back of Connor’s Mill 1940s. The museum has launched a 2020 program of 
events to mark its sesquicentenary, including displays at all of this year’s local festival events. Working displays of the mill’s history can 
be seen throughout the year. The 2020 program concludes with a Halloween evening on October 31. Photo: Connor’s Mill Museum.

Dishing up bad service
CUSTOMER service. That is what we expect 
in return for paying for goods or services.
 In reality what we actually receive often 
falls short of our expectations but the 
majority of us have become accustomed to 
letting it slide.
 I do not represent the majority, hence my 
dialogues with telcos.
 The number of occurrences where Toodyay 
residents have been called to say that they 
‘must’ upgrade their phone service or their 
landline will be cut off appals me.
 The fact is that where customers are in the 
NBN fixed wireless service area, copper lines 
will remain.
 The office of the Telecommunication 
Ombudsman is aware of this issue and is 
working to get Telstra to stop this happening.
 Loss of service due to planned maintenance 
should be compensated – especially when it 
goes on for days at a time.
 I believe that customers should be notified 
in advance and bills adjusted accordingly.
 Unplanned outages I can forgive them for.
 So that I am not seen as being prejudiced 
against Telstra, a long conversation with 
iinet about its failure to notify customers of 
planned maintenance has gone up the food 
chain – watch this space.
 The scammers calling in the name of 
Telstra is another ball game altogether.
 The powers that be can only act against 
these guys when a fraud has been committed 
as in taking money out of your bank account 
without your consent.
 The banks treat transactions as consensual 
when you are guided into online banking and 
process a payment as instructed.
 So, don’t do it.
 Your money is deposited into Australian 
accounts but transferred almost instantly 
abroad where it cannot be retrieved.
 If we all just accept what is dished up then 
pretty soon there will be no service dished 
up and there will be no one to complain to.

David Cornforth
Vernon Hills

Toodyay

Can’t they read?
IT SEEMS that some people need an adult 
education course in reading.
 The Nottingham Track south of Duidgee 
Park is a designated Emergency Track Only, 
not to be used by unauthorised motorised 
vehicles other than those providing 
emergency assistance/work.
 However, there are many drivers who are 
either unable to read or believe they are the 
emergency vehicles.
 They drive up and down this track in the 
belief that they are above the law or are 
specially endowed with inalienable rights.
 An education program or penalty payments 
need to be handed out.

Dr Monika Zechetmayr
Toodyay

Why are we waiting?
THE PEOPLE responsible  for  the 
management of the current roadworks on 
Toodyay Road appear to have lost sight of the 
purpose of the upgrade being to aid passage 
of vehicles to and from Perth.
 The seven to eight minute time phase on 
the stop light in both directions is excessive, 
particularly when very often there are only a 
few vehicles travelling in one direction and 
no one is using the one lane for much of that 
time.
 This length of time is certainly more for the 
convenience of the traffic controllers and not 

Dudja collaboration
LOVING the collaboration and sense of 
community in Toodyay.
 A solid example is the recent discussion 
regarding a concept design for a joint 
lookout project at Pelham Reserve 
overlooking Toodyay (Dudja, meaning 
mist).
 The Noongar Kaartdijin Aboriginal 
Corporation recently met with the Water 
Corporation, the Toodyay Naturalists’ 
Club, Toodyay Friends of the River, 
Toodyay Historical Society and the shire 
reserves management team and all agreed 
to work closely on the planning.
 As most locals are aware, Pelham 
Reserve has 50ha of bushland, contains 
WWII features and the dam and spillway 
from the town’s original water supply.
  It has four walking tracks, so it is a 
seriously awesome location to add more 
exciting elements to.
 It’s early days but this concept will 
include a large Noongar Country (Boodja) 
interpretation board overlooking the 
town and valley, explaining in Noongar 
language what you are looking at, along 
with Wagyl (rainbow serpent) dreamtime 
artworks on the water tank pipe.
 Other components of the project 
being led by the other groups involved 
is to use this opportunity to update and 
renew signage at the site including the 
geographical history (how the valley was 
formed), European settlement and key 
dates, flora and fauna of the region which 
will include those found within each of 
the Noongar six seasons (Bonar).
 The next step will be to get the concept 
design and planning requirement finalised 
but keep your eye out for exciting 
activities not too far down the track. 
 Love this place and community people 
who are keen to acknowledge the past 
(both Aboriginal and European) through 
a respectful and collaborative project.

Helen Shanks
Toodyay

for the travelling public.
 A detour lane of a widened shoulder on the 
south bound side of the road works would 
enable traffic to pass effectively in both 
directions while this work is in progress and 
no one need be waiting for so long.
 While on the topic of shire roadworks, 
having recently driven the length of Lover’s 
Lane on the new sealed surface, I am 
bemused as to what would give that piece of 
road a priority over any number of unsealed 
roads within the shire that actually have more 
residences, school buses and Silver Chain 
users.

Kerry Gregory
Dewars Pool

Singing in the rain
IT’S RAINING. The Marri trees told us it 
would.
 After a long hot dry summer, is there 
anything in the world quite so gorgeous as 
constant gentle drizzle hitting the tin roof 
and perfuming the air we breathe.
 It’s all rather hard to bottle but as we all 
know, for those who hear and smell it, the 
memory lives on.
 The dusty foliage is washed clean and the 
domestic and farming stock are lifting their 
faces to the rain showers.
 Life just seems more liveable and for a 
moment, all the chaos in the world takes a 
back seat.
 Sometimes we become despondent when 
the summer drags on for too long. But, let’s 
not forget that this is Toodyay – our very 
own pretty historical town nestled in a valley 
which we know now will soon turn green 
again, where the ‘mighty’ Avon will once 
again flow under the bridge and where those 
lucky enough to know the secret live.
 Keep raining Huey.

Barb Dadd
Toodyay

How not to do it
BRITISH novelist Charles Dickens’ 1855 
classic tale Little Dorritt is a damning 
indictment of government inefficiency in a 
fictitious ‘Department of Circumlocution’.
 The ethos of all who work in that self-
serving institution is “how not to do it”.
 Last month’s Toodyay Shire Council 
meeting could have been lifted from those 
same pages.
 What should have been a simple two-
hour meeting turned into a six-hour 
shambles with councillors arguing across 
the chamber at each other and flouting 
standing orders.
 The meeting began badly with the 
absence of Shire CEO Stan Scott who 
neglected to tell Shire President Bill 
Manning that he had taken three weeks’ 
sick leave at short notice after attending a 
morning briefing with President Manning 
and Deputy President Rosemary Madacsi 
earlier the same day.
 Mr Scott was later seen shopping and 
chatting in Northam that afternoon but 
President Manning was not told until just 
before the council meeting started at 4pm.
  President Manning has a hearing  
disability and uses a remote wireless 
microphone in the council chamber to help 
him hear what is being said.
 He had little chance to catch the torrent 
of gratuitous comments flung across the 
chamber last month and at times looked 
bewildered about what was going on.
 That is not how it is supposed to work.
 Standing orders require all councillors to 
address all comments only to the chair and 
to speak only once when called to speak. 
 Instead, some councillors moved 
multiple amendments to motions that 
provoked heated exchanges across the 
chamber amid growing frustration as the 
evening wore on with very little achieved.
 Some councillors wasted more time 
and patience by moving amendments to 
motions, debating them at length with 
other councillors and then voting against 
their own amendments to defeat them.
 Others moved amendments and then 
withdrew them after lengthy arguments 
and exchanges across the chamber.
 One councillor insisted for 20 minutes 
that her proposed amendment to a motion 
was accurately shown on a big screen but 
kept talking about something different 
until the meeting had to take a 10-minute 
break to sort out the mess.
 One councillor walked out at 9.15pm 
saying “I can’t take this anymore”, and 
she was followed soon after by another.
 Instead of working together to help each 
other arrive at sensible decisions in a calm 
and rational manner, some councillors 
seemed more intent on point-scoring and 
criticising others in the chamber.
 To cap off a disastrous night, a shire  
executive manager had to stay back 
after a day’s work to cover Mr Scott’s 
absence, fill an unfamiliar role in difficult 
circumstances and then drive 112km home 
to Yanchep at 10.30pm on one of the state’s  
10 most dangerous country roads.
 That is how not to do it.

Michael Sinclair-Jones
Editor 
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Continued from Page 1.
MR SCOTT took three weeks’ sick leave 
at short notice before a council meeting on 
February 25 but did not inform President 
Manning of his absence after attending a 
morning briefing with President Manning 
and Deputy President Rosemary Madacsi.
 His automated email says “I am out of the 
office until Monday March 16”.
 A new election for a council vacancy must 
be held within four months of President 
Manning’s resignation.
 It also means the other eight councillors 
must elect a new president at the first council 
meeting after President Manning resigns.
 This can be done at the scheduled Tuesday 
April 28 monthly council meeting or if an 
earlier special meeting is called.
 Unlike council elections that involve all 
voters, Toodyay’s president and deputy are 
elected by a secret ballot of councillors who 
must be in the chamber when the vote is 
called.
 When eight councillors (Cr Paula Greenway 
was absent on approved leave) tried to elect 
a new president last October, it resulted in a 
4-4 deadlock between former deputy shire 
president Therese Chitty and Cr Rosemary 
Madacsi.
 Cr Madacsi was re-elected to the council 
last year after serving four years from 2011 
until she lost her seat in 2015 to former North 
Ward Cr Eric Twine.
 Cr Ben Bell – who won the most votes in 

Rivals back off as Madacsi announces 2nd run for president
last October’s shire elections – was the first 
to announce in October that he would run for 
president but withdrew a day before the new 
council’s first secret ballot.
 The stand-off between Crs Chitty and 
Madacsi resulted in both withdrawing their 
nominations to enable Cr Manning to be 
elected president unopposed a week later.
 Cr Madacsi – who polled the second-
highest number of votes in last October’s 
shire elections – was then elected deputy 
with five votes, followed by Cr Chitty (two) 
and Cr Bell (one).
 Deputy President Madacsi says she will 
again nominate for president when Cr 
Manning resigns next month.
 She will need the support of least four 
other councillors (including at least one of 
her former opponents) to gain an absolute 
majority of five votes as required by law on 
the normally nine-member council.
 If she loses to any challenger, she will 
remain deputy to whoever else is elected 
president.
  Crs Chitty and Bell told The Herald last 
month that they would not run again for 
president though both voted against Cr 
Madacsi when she nominated for president 
last October.
 Former shire president Brian Rayner 
also said he wouldn’t run again, though it 
is understood that he too voted against Cr 
Madacsi last year.
 Cr Rayner said he might nominate noxt 

month for deputy president, depending on 
who is elected president.
 He was shire president for two years until 
last October after not needing to contest an 
election in 2017 when he stood for council 
unopposed in the now-abolished North Ward.
 Cr Rayner has never faced an election by 
all voters under new rules adopted last year.

 Audit Committee Chair Beth Ruthven, 
who – like Cr Madacsi – was elected by 
all Toodyay voters five months ago, said 
she would not nominate to be president but 
declined to comment on the deputy’s role.
 Three other councillors – veteran Paula 
Greenway and newcomers Phil Hart and 
Susan Pearce – appear unlikely to be 
contenders.
 Cr Greenway – who has also never faced 
an election by all Toodyay voters – ran 
unsuccessfully against Cr Chitty for deputy 
in 2015 after the previous council re-
elected former Cr David Dow unopposed as 
president until his election defeat in 2017.
 Recent council voting patterns suggest 
there is no obvious factional split to oppose 
Cr Madacsi’s new presidential bid.
 However, last October’s stand-off when 
four current councillors voted against her 
becoming president suggests fresh behind-
the-scenes jockeying may be underway.
 If another challenger emerges and the 
council is again deadlocked in a new 4-4 
split that cannot be resolved, the presidency 
will be decided by a lottery draw.
 Editorial, Page 4. 

Wild weather fails to halt motel work
HEAVY storms and waterlogged conditions 
at the end of last month had workmen 
ducking for cover at Toodyay’s busy Victoria 
Hotel construction site where owners Dean 

and Amanda Carter are building 16 new 
motel units which they say will be “four-
star plus”.
 Mr Carter – who also owns the town’s IGA 
supermarket – said he hoped the new  units 
would be ready by the middle of this year.
 The whole project – including last year’s 
extensive renovation of the heritage hotel’s 
interior and construction of a new laundry – 
will cost about $3.5 million.
 The new units in the town’s busy main 
street are expected to provide a significant 
tourism boost for Toodyay and benefit other 
local traders when it opens later this year.
 Toodyay is undergoing a building boom 
with construction of the Shire of Toodyay’s 
$14 million Sport and Recreation Precinct.

Muddy puddles surround the Victoria Hotel construction site during last month’s storms.

A carpenter works under shelter from rain. 

Who’s next in the pecking order?

Continued from Page 3.
“IF YOU think this council had a bad 
reputation before the last election, see 
what people say after they read this in The 
Herald,” Cr Bell said.
 Deputy President Madacsi said good 
representat ion on council  required 
recognition that not everyone had the means 
to absorb the wage losses and extra costs 
associated with being an elected member.
 “If we’re not careful, we will make the 
council exclusive only to those who can 
afford it and retirees,” she said.
 Cr Chitty said she agreed that increasing 
councillors’ fees and allowances was “not a 
good look”.
 “I think we need to take a pay cut and save 
money in the budget ‒ I will vote for 50 per 
cent,” she said.
 Shire President Bill Manning said he 
didn’t think councillors should be giving 
themselves a pay rise but 50 per cent of the 
State maximum rate was “too drastic a cut”.
 “If we cut it to 70 per cent, that brings 
us pretty much in line with other similar 

councils,” he said.
 Cr Rayner said if councillors adopted 50 
per cent “it would show we’re in this for the 
right reasons, not the wrong reasons.
 Cr Ruthven said she didn’t think Toodyay 
councillors were overpaid compared with 
other councils 
 “It’s an important job like teachers – if you 
don’t pay enough, what do you get?” she 
said.
 Cr Greenway disagreed, saying “We are 
supposed to lead our community and now 
is the time it is needed”.
 “Being financially reimbursed is not part 
of being a councillor,” Cr Greenway said.
 Cr Susan Pearce said “wages are not a part 
of it – it’s recognition of what we do.”
 Toodyay councillors currently get paid 
$1080 a month to attend meetings, President 
Manning gets $3366 and Deputy President 
Madacsi gets $1503, which is about 80 per 
cent of the State maximum rate.
 They are also entitled to claim payments for 
internet, phones, travel and other expenses, 
budgeted this year to total $21,600.

Heated dispute over pay cut 
ends in minor savings
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Domestic violence prevalent in Toodyay community

The driver of this car had to be cut free from her wrecked vehicle and airlifted to Perth with 
serious injuries after a near head-on collision on Toodyay Road.

Random breath testing in Stirling Terrace 
last month.

SaferToodyay
Bob Neville, Toodyay RoadWise 
Committee

THE LOCAL RoadWise committee has 
been meeting for almost 10 years and is  
prominent in educating the local community 
about road safety.
 Toodyay members meet in the local police 
station at 9.30am on the second Wednesday 
of each month,l and the group is a part of the 
SaferToodyay organisation.
 It’s probably not well understood that our 
local police have a huge stake in road safety 
and, indeed, in overall community safety.
 Police officers work long and hard to keep 
our local community safe on the roads and 

Computer Safety
Phil Hart

MOBILE devices, such as tablets and smart 
phones can be wonderful aids in your life.
 You can stay in touch with friends and family, 
play online games and surf the internet.
 They can also be addictive and can have a 
negative effect on your life.
 You can check if you are addicted to your 
device at bit.ly/3bL4c0K.
 You can also find a detailed description of 
device addiction at bit.ly/2SyNYAf.
 Even in 2013 in a study commissioned by 
Nokia it was found that people check their 
mobile phones 150 times a day.
 There are some circumstances where 
continually using a mobile device is essential 
for work.
 In this case, checking hundreds of times a 

Driver patience needed for safer local roads
that’s why we see them out and about doing 
speed checks and breath tests.
 Roadworks are a much-talked-about issue.
 They are needed to maintain and upgrade  
our roads to maintain high safety standards.
 All of us should be aware of our speed 
in and around roadworks where our fellow 
workers are, and obey the speed signs, traffic 
management and construction personnel and 
any traffic indicator lights.
 Recent roadworks on Toodyay Road, 
Lovers Lane and River Road are all designed 
to upgrade and make these roads safer and 
more appropriate for us to use, and we all 
need to be patient when required to slow 
down, stop or take a detour.
 It’s all in the name of road safety.

Are you a mobile phone fiend?
day is probably normal.
 But what about other users?
 The answer is “it depends”.
 Continually checking a mobile device can 
become a habit, something done without 
conscious thought.
 It can be useful to step back mentally for a 
moment and look for the reasons for wanting 
to check a mobile device.
 “What do I expect to achieve or learn if I look 
at it?”
 “Is what I am expecting all that important, or 
can it wait?”
 “What else could I be doing instead?”
 “How is my device affecting my life?”
 “How is my device affecting my relationships 
with the people who are important to me?”
 “What benefits is my device giving me?”
 “What drawbacks is my device causing me?”
 Happy surfing.

DOMESTIC violence continues to be an 
ongoing problem in the community including 
Toodyay with police attending to numerous 
calls a week, every week.
 Assaults, mostly during evenings, are 
prevalent in our local community.
 Local people see headlines about domestic 
violence in places like Queensland and think 
it can’t happen here – but it does.
  We have been to cases where people have 
been hit with baseball bats, cut with knives 
and the like.
 In many cases it’s a build-up of frustration 
in the relationship and much of the time it 
is about control – violence and abuse is not 
the answer. 
 Sometimes it’s emotional abuse not 
physical – there’s no typical example, each 
case is different, the cause, the triggers of 
violence, the outcomes.
 Alcohol and or drugs are notably a 
significant contributor, and sadly kids are 
often exposed to the violence and abuse.
 Domestic violence has no boundaries, it is  
typical across the state, and no different here 
in Toodyay.
 It’s concerning that we are seeing a lot of 
it, and local people need to be aware that 
it’s going on, look out for your family and 
friends and offer help.
 People with issues in their lives should 
seek professional help before calling police 
because when we arrive to sort out your 
mess, there are no winners.
 We will ensure there is intervention and 
can compel someone to leave, which we do 
99 per cent of the time. This is done via a 
Police Order.
 This can be for up to three days allowing 
the situation to calm or providing time for 
greater intervention, such as court orders.
 The court process can be confusing and 
drawn out but we will help people with this 
process if needed.
 It is not a hard process and rarely needs 
a lawyer to assist but if that’s what people 
prefer there are legal practitioners available 
in Northam, Midland and Perth to help.
 From what we see, a lot of people are so 
intrenched in their lives they don’t recognise 
their own problems and wait until it’s 
irreparable or results in chaos before doing 
anything about their situation.
 By then it’s usually too late and the results 
can be tragic for everyone, including children 
and other family members.

Lucky to be alive
TWO drivers are lucky to be alive after a near 
head-on smash on Toodyay Road last month.
 One driver was badly injured and airlifted 
to Royal Perth Hospital while the other 
escaped with relatively minor injuries.
 The daytime collision occurred on a hilly 
bend between Lovers Lane and Jingaling 
Brook Road, about 10km south of Toodyay.
 The Toodyay Volunteer Fire and Rescue 
Service said it was the third accident on this 
stretch in the past 18 months.
 Last month’s collision caused Toodyay 
Road to be closed for three hours after police 
and emergency services volunteers rushed 
to the scene to cut the driver free from her 
wrecked vehicle and provide emergency 
medical treatment.
 The accident occurred mid-morning on a 
hilly bend near Lovers Lane when a motorist 
travelling to Perth at 100km/h was suddenly 
faced with a Mazda sedan (above) that had 
crossed double white lines and was about to 
cause a high-speed head-on collision.
 The first driver took evasive action by 
serving to the left, causing the second vehicle 
to slam into the front right wheel arch.
 At almost 200km/h the impact caused 
both drivers to lose control of their vehicles, 
spinning off the roadway.
 Wreckage was scattered across both lanes 
of Toodyay Road over 20 metres.
 The Mazda driver – an older woman – 
sustained a broken pelvis and other serious 

injuries and was airlifted by helicopter to 
Perth where after surgery her condition was 
reported to be stable.
 Neither driver was speeding and no alcohol 
was involved.
 Both vehicles were severely damaged and 
had to be written off.
 Police continue inquiries into the reasons 
and cause of this crash.
 In another potentially serious traffic crash 
last month, a man was injured when for an 
unknown reason his vehicle ran off Toodyay 
Road and hit a tree. 
 The rescue helicopter was again needed 
because getting the driver to hospital with 
life-threatening injuries and into surgery, 
was a priority.
 We have had a constant stream of lesser 
crashes – some involving two vehicles and 
some single vehicle crashes.

 Drivers need to be more vigilant and 
remain aware of their surroundings when 
driving on local roads, particularly at higher 
speeds.
 They should not be complacent when 
travelling on familiar routes, such as driving 
to Perth every day for work.
 It was only because a driver in the crash 
near Lovers Lane stayed alert enough to take 
evasive action that this crash did not result 
in more serious injuries. That momentary 
reaction may have saved both drivers’ lives.
 It takes only a moment while checking a 
mobile phone text message or searching for 
a station on the car radio for a vehicle to drift 
into danger.
 Not all crashes can be averted but drivers 
should always be vigilant.
 Water truck hits tree
A THIRD traffic accident on Toodyay Road 
last month resulted in a water truck crashing 
into a tree during roadworks on Toodyay 
Road near Coorinja Winery.
 The crash occurred when a construction 
vehicle working on a closed off section of 
Toodyay Road collided with a water truck 
travelling in an open lane of traffic.
 The construction vehicle hit the truck’s 
front right wheel, causing it to veer into the 
road’s construction area.
 The truck driver lost control of his steering 
and the truck started to tip over as  the weight 
of its load shifted.
 The truck collided head-on with a tree, 
preventing it from tipping over completely.
 Fortunately the driver suffered only 
minor injuries but sadly his well-known old 
Bedford truck has probably seen its last days 
on our roads.
 Serious injuries or worse were avoided 
only due to the slow speed in the roadworks 
area and the collision with the tree.
 Inquiries by police and Worksafe are 
continuing.

Keep your cool
MOTORISTS should be patient with fresh 
roadworks on Toodyay Road.
 In particular, they should be patient with 
roadworks traffic lights even if they seem to 
be stuck on red forever.
 Any faults should be reported to Main 
Roads WA or police.
 Trailer thieves active
THERE has been a spate of trailers stolen 
from the Toodyay area, flowing over from 
activities in Chittering and Muchea.
 Three were stolen last month from farms 
and isolated locations.
 The message is to be proactive; secure your 
belongings, always keep unattended trailers 
secured with a tow hitch device or padlock 
your chain to a tree or post.

https://bit.ly/3bL4c0K
https://bit.ly/2SyNYAf
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Bulldozed earth banks at the edge of containment lines during last year’s Norseman fire which burned for more than a month. Photo: Peter Harms.

Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade 
Coondle-Nunile
Max J Heath

HI ALL from Coondle/Nunile firies.
 Another month has gone by and things 
have been relatively quiet. A few call outs 
with stand downs plus a fire or two.
 Firstly, we would like to welcome Gabrielle 
Cronin, Paige Rijavic and Shane Hansord to 
our midst.
 Good to have you with us, people.
 If I have missed you and you are a new 
member please forgive me and let me know.
 Every member is very valuable to us and 
good to see the recent increase in members 

Over-charged lithium batteries cause fires
that we have had. It makes it easier for 
everyone.
 The Toodyay Road continues to raise its 
ugly head.
 The soil dryness index is such that there 
is very little moisture deeper down, so 
smouldering underground occurs and comes 
to the surface at random.
 Coondle had another fire recently in a shed 
with the loss of some vehicles and other 
valuable gear. This has been attributed to the 
recharging of lithium batteries.
 This is the second one in our area in recent 
times.
 Also, recently my daughter and family lost 
their caravan through similar circumstances.

 Lithium batteries need to be kept an eye 
on and not over-charged and definitely never  
put clothing or flammable material on top  
when charging.
 Burning season has been opened to farmers 
for crop preparation.
 Of course, that means it is not open to small 
landholders to do as they like.
 Please, if you are not sure, contact the shire 
or your local fire control officer.
 Even when the unrestricted burning season 
opens you will have to be very careful.

 As I have already mentioned in this article, 
the soil dryness index is such that even after 
the season breaks one will have to be very 
careful when burning off.
 At our last meeting, electric chainsaws 
were discussed and it was decided to see 
if we could get a demo on these before 
purchase.
 It was also decided to purchase an engine-
driven leaf blower for the shed as it can also 
be used for cleaning out the vehicles.
 See you next month.

Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Julimar
Alison Wroth

THE INCREDIBLE summer dry spell has 
finally broken.
 The pasture barely held on and due to the 
lack of water there was not a paddy melon 
in sight at our place so I am assuming it was 
the same everywhere.
 That is one positive of no rain – no weeds.
 Julimar brigade has been fairly quiet 
throughout February with turning out to the 
structure fire on Church Gully Road our only 
outing.
 This was started by a drone battery 
exploding, giving the crews the chance to 
see a different type of fire other than bush 
burning.
 We have been stood down from any 
remaining callouts but this is not unusual 
due to distance or requirements on ground.
 Last month’s training was on heat stress, 

Lucas and Lou our local heroes
heat stroke and snake bite which are issues 
that many forget about when out on the 
ground; especially the snakes.
 We had an excellent turnout and trainer 
Corri thanks Chris for providing such an 
interesting talk and for giving up her time.
 The wind-up comments were to keep an 
eye on your mates and other crews on the 
fire ground. It was suggested to drink bottles 
of water whenever possible; an ideal time is 
when you are filling the truck to take that 
cool drink down and take a breather.
 This month there is the possibility of a 
training day just for the drivers among us, 
covering everything they think they know 
and what they need to know about the trucks 
and not just the actual driving.
 The driving component will play only a 
small part on this day. A confirmed date will 
be advised.
 Due to the lack of article last month, we 
must congratulate our Young Citizen of the 
Year, Lucas McLerie, on the fantastic attitude 
and outlook he has.
 Lucas is someone that we are proud to have 
as a member of our brigade.
 Congratulations also go to our long-time 
member, Lou Kidd on the award of his Order 
of Australia Medal.
 This is so well deserved, Lou and Anne – 
definitely one for the pool room.
 Department of Fire and Emergency 
Services has recently made changes to the 
Bush Fire Service Training Courses and 
Pathways which are now being implemented.
 Overall the majority of changes are for 
the better. Emails have been sent around the 
brigade detailing the key points.
 Any queries regarding the courses to be 
completed or any questions can be asked of 
our beloved captain Wade or knowledgeable 
Community Emergency Services Manager 
Rob Koch.
 The days are getting shorter so warm 
suppers will start soon so come down to chat 
to friends or make new ones from 5.30pm.Lucas McLerie on Australia Day.

EMERGENCY SERVICES
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EMERGENCY SERVICES

Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade 
Bejoording
From the desk of The Badger

IT’S BEEN pleasing to see the community 
and business sector response to the 
volunteer firefighters over east and there’s 
no doubt they have deserved all the treats 
and positive publicity they have been 
getting.
 Other states of course also contributed 
volunteers but I’m not sure if local 
firefighters will receive the same benefits 
as them.
 I notice those over east have been 
offered short cruises by one of the cruise 
lines and the Federal Government is 
bringing some financial benefit to them 
as well – all about time I say.
 The thought I can’t get out of my mind 
is the vast numbers of millions of dollars 
that have been raised around the world as 
well as Australia and how they are going 
to manage its distribution.
 There are numerous charities involved 
and some have restrictions on what it can 
be spent on. Some have no idea how to 
spend it and the frightening thought is 
that some highly paid bureaucrats will 
get control of the money and slow down 
or impede its distribution.
 I doubt anyone would have anticipated 
the global response, and I wonder how 
much of the promised money from 
companies and ‘superstars’ will actually 
come through.
 So much complexity, so many decisions.  
Should some go to the community to help 
those who have lost everything? Should 
some go as significant donations to 
individual brigades? Who will make all 
the decisions?
 Is all the money safely quarantined from 
scammers and trough snouts? Will a few 
dollars trickle through to the brigades 
from other states and countries which 

Local volunteers miss out on free cruises

also sent volunteers to help?
 Whoever gets the task, someone will be 
unhappy and I don’t envy the person or 
group that will have to do it.
 February was a quieter month than 
January out here in the wilds of Bejoording 
and we fielded a crew for every call out, 
so we feel pretty happy with ourselves.
 Generally, the team feels energised 
which is terrific and unlike this time a 
year ago we haven’t had to struggle for 
drivers or put too much pressure on the 
handful we had.
 Well done team from the captain, the 

first lieutenant and me.
 Our next regular meeting will be at the 
shed on Friday March 20 at 6pm.
 Members will be advised of training 
sessions but we anticipate that the first 
Sunday of every month will continue in 
the new year except for our next session 
for March which has been delayed a week 
because of the long weekend so this will 
be held on Sunday March 8 at 2pm.
 The Bejoording Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade asks you to be vigilant and 
careful using any tools or vehicles with 
the potential to cause a fire.

 Remember to always plan and prepare 
for fire and have a clear contingency 
strategy in place should things get out of 
control.
 Fires can be a catastrophic risk to 
people, animals and property, so take 
care.
 Advice is free but getting it wrong can 
be expensive.
 If you have any questions remember 
you can contact captain Brian Rigby on 
0417 984 324 or the Badger on 0414 250 
484. Please leave a message if we’re not 
there.

Volunteer firefighters dousing a fire in Norseman last January. Photo: Peter Harms.
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From left: Chris Buchholz, David Burns, Peter ‘Bunse’ Salter and Greg Sarich from Wanneroo 
who won the men’s two-day bowls classic.

LETTERS
Continued from Page 4.

Great night for great cause
HUGE congratulations to Jaquie Broadwood 
for putting together a fabulous fundraising 
quiz night on January 25 at the Memorial 
Hall in Toodyay.
 The night involved an enormous amount 
of organising by Jaquie and in such a short 
amount of time.
 All money raised was donated towards 
bush fire recovery charities.
 Good on ya Jaquie for a great night for a 
great cause.

Jan and Mick Rogers
Coondle

A step back in time
I RECENTLY received an invite to ‘step 
back in time’ and attend a celebration of the 
150th Anniversary of Connors Mill.
 Being a past staff member, I am one of the 
few who served under all five managers.
  I t  was an excellent evening and 
congratulations must go to all involved 
especially Margie Eberle the shire museum 
curator and to Beth Frayne for compiling the 
historical booklet which highlights all five 
main eras of the mill.
 We all realise the wonderful deed that 
former Crs Mac Wroth and Ted Davey did 
when, with community support behind 
them, they managed to save the mill from 
demolition.
 I had not trod those stairs inside since 2010, 
so walking among the renovated exhibits 
brought back a lot of memories, especially 

of how hot it is on the top floor.
 After working there for so long when it was 
the tourist centre, many different characters 
passed through those front doors, but as I 
typed on the mother of all typewriters, put 
up with dust coming from the mill equipment 
installation, making numerous cups of tea 
for volunteers, the visitors kept on rocking 
up asking for information and directions. It 
was an incredible place to work.
 We always drive by without giving the mill 
a second thought, or think it is a great place 
to park in the shade if you want to sneak a 
coffee but give yourself a treat and go and see 
the exhibits in there at least once this year. 
 Let’s celebrate this magnificent building 
that has been through fire and seen so much 
by visiting and thinking of the people who 
have gone before you in 150 years.

Alison Wroth
Julimar

Walking opens your eyes
I NORMALLY drive from one parking space 
to another when doing business in town but 
on a whim I walked.
 The cafes, shops and pubs are colourful 
and inviting and a hello on the street always 
gets a reply and a bit of conversation.
 Even the litter bins tell you a story so I must 
do it more often.
 I wonder if anyone else feels the same, 
deciding to walk up and down Stirling 
Terrace instead of driving
 Now I know why visitors do the walk. The 
heritage buildings are alive and tell also of 
days gone by.

Barry Keens
Toodyay

Primary school freshens 
up with summer facelift

Bolgart News
Pamela McGill

BOLGART Primary School has been 
freshened up over the summer holidays 
with some of the main teaching block, art 
block, undercover area and toilet block all 
cleaned, repaired and painted.
 Laurie Smoker’s mural at the front of 
the school has also been sprayed with a 
protective UV coat to prevent any further 
fading of the art work.
 Teacher Sharon Anderson has completed 
her tenure in the Senior Room and Renee 
Skehan has returned from maternity leave.
 The school P&C recently held its AGM 
to elect this year’s office bearers president, 
Lester Snooke, vice-president Bevan 
Clarke, secretary Meryka Wallis, and 
treasurer Lauren Cotter.
 Pip Snooke is executive committee 
member and the school principal is David 
Thewlis.

CWA plans recipe book

THE CWA held its AGM on February 12 
and the following were elected president, 
Stephanie Penn, vice-president Pam 
Meston, secretary Brenda Clarke and 
treasurer Brenda Clarke.
 CWA mentor Janet Brook will at this 
stage chair the Wednesday March 11 
meeting which starts at 2pm in the CWA 
rooms in Bolgart.
 Annual membership is $70 and forms 
are available. For further information, 
email bolgartcwa@gmail.com or phone 
Stephanie, 0447 160 470.
 New members are welcome. If you are 
not sure what the CWA is about, feel free 
to attend the next meeting; no obligation, 
all welcome.
 This year, the local branch is planning a 
recipe book.
 It’s fitting to mention that Bolgart Branch 
is the second oldest branch in the state and 
continues to uphold the values of the CWA 
motto; Honour to God, Loyalty to the 
Throne, Service to the Country, Through 
Country Women, For Country Women, By 

Country Women.
 Congratulations to Bolgart locals Dale 
and Glen McGill and Sue and Mick 
Menaglio of Perth on the birth of their 
first great-grandchild to Jordon and Sarah 
Mihic of Perth.
 Elijah Jordon Mihic arrived on January 
30 weighing in at 3.58kg.

Around the greens

BOLGART Bowling Club held the club’s 
drawn mixed pairs sponsored by Phil and 
Terri Watson on February 15.
 The winners were Peter Mete and Glen 
McGill; runners up, Lester Snooke and 
Merle Manuel.
 A barbecue tea was enjoyed by all after 
the bowls.
 The club held the men’s two-day bowls 
classic on February 11 and 12 with 56 
players attending, representing teams 
from Wanneroo, Halls Head, Mukinbudin, 
Wongan Hills and the local Avon Valley 
Bowling League.
 It was a very enjoyable event. The 
weather was kind and the catering over 
the two days was great.
 The Classic was won by the Wanneroo 
team of Chris Buchholz, David Burns, 
Peter ‘Bunse’ Salter and Greg Sarich.
 Runner up was Northam with team 
members Brad Parker, Ken Parker, Brian 
Shepherd and Ken Wolfenden.

Stephanie Penn

VICTORIA Plains Senior Citizen of the year 
2020 Pam Meston of Bolgart has lost count 
of how many tiny jackets she has knitted for 
premature babies.
 Pam has been knitting the tiny garments 
for about 53 years, since she had her own 
children.
 That equates to hundreds of little jackets 
for babies born pre-term and they have 
provided a very welcome gift for parents of 
babies who because of their size are very 
hard to clothe.
 These are in addition to baby knits for her 
own children and for friends and relatives 
too.
 Her wonderful work began long ago with 
a request from CWA for knitters to help put 
together baby bundles for premature babies 
at King Edward Memorial Hospital.

Hundreds of tiny jackets earn 
Pam an Australia Day gong

Victoria Plains Senior Citizen of the Year Pam Meston (centre) with Gwenda McGill (left) 
and Dianne Edmonds who both nominated Pam for the award.

 From there Pam also knitted for single and 
homeless mothers who are unable to provide 
warm clothing for their pre-term babies.
 Pam doesn’t meet the recipients of her 
generosity, so the award is a tribute to her 
selfless ongoing commitment to help needy 
mothers and babies.
 Pam buys all of her yarns herself and knits 
the same pattern each time but changes the 
stitches and colours for variety.
 She crochets baby blankets and knee rugs 
for wheelchair-bound people. These too are 
distributed by CWA.
 Pam says she will keep knitting before 
arthritis sets in, her needles flying all year-
round including summer when she takes 
advantage of air conditioning to keep cool. 
 She says she really appreciates the thankyou 
letters she has received from the CWA for her 
commitment to helping premature babies 
over the years.
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Morangup Progress Association
Jo Hart

THE AUSTRALIA Day barbecue at the 
Morangup Hall was well attended and was 
enjoyed by all; a great opportunity to catch 
up with old friends and make new ones 
from within our own small community.
 Our first Cuppa and a Chat for the year 
in February was also excellent – everyone 
was so busy chattering that we forgot the 
time and over-ran.
 On February 23 the Morangup Progress 
Association held its AGM at which we 

Butterly Cottages
Therese Chitty

A SMALL group of volunteers has been 
very busy over the past few months 
refurbishing a vacant unit in Harper Street 
ready for a new tenant; many thanks to 
you all.
 The unit has been repainted, there are 
new floor coverings and major work has 
been done on the bathroom/laundry.
 Fundraising will continue this year with 
three street stall/raffle dates booked for the 
Fridays and Saturdays of June 26 and 27, 
August 7 and 8 and October 2 and 3.
 The committee will also be catering for 
the Lions Auction Saturday April 4.
 The next Members Information Session 
will be held at the Toodyay Community 
Centre on Monday March 23 commencing 
at 11am, followed by a light lunch.
 A call out to community members. If you 
have ever thought you’d like to do some 
voluntary work for a local community 
group, then Butterly would like to hear 
from you.
 Email the secretary Jenny Perkins at 
butterlyt2j@gmail.com.
 Jenny has also been working on a website 
which will be launched very soon.

Bejoording Community Group News
From the desk of The Badger

WE HAD an excellent turnout for our first 
meeting in February which was also our 
annual night-time breakfast feast.
 The main item on the agenda was our 
social program for the year, not just 
Wednesday evenings, but quite a few 
weekend activities.

Local residents enjoy a glass of wine an Australia Day barbecue at the Morangup Hall 
hosted by the Morangup Progress Association.

Too busy chatting to pay 
attention to the time

heard the president’s and treasurer’s 
reports for the year, elected new committee 
members, and elected the officers of the 
association for the year: chairperson, 
Danielle Wrench; deputy chairperson, 
Brian Allen; treasurer, Phil Hart and, 
secretary, Jo Hart.
 Coming up this month, there is a shire 
information session at Morangup Hall on 
Wednesday March 18 at 6pm; and a public 
meeting (with afternoon tea) for those 
interested in the possibilities of creating a 
rental cottage village in Morangup.
 The public meeting will be held at the 
hall on Sunday March 22 at 4.30pm.
 Check out our Morangup Progress 
Association Facebook page at facebook.
com/morangupmpa/ where we regularly 
share items of local interest.
 If you are a Morangup resident, then 
please join the Progress Association. 
Annual membership is $10 per family.

Robust discussion sets 
2020 calendar in stone

 Discussion was robust but a program 
was agreed upon and a different volunteer 
found to coordinate each event.
 So, a big thank you to all who 
volunteered.
 Monthly feast nights will continue to 
be a popular event and the next one is a 
Pasta Night on Wednesday March 18.
 Please note that Wednesday April 1 will 
be our AGM as well as a T-bone Feast. 
So make sure that’s in your diaries.
 March will be a bit quiet to start with as 
quite a few of our most social and regular 
members have gone on a motor bike tour 
of South Vietnam.
 No doubt they will return with some 
great stories, after all boys will be boys, 
but thankfully two wives have gone along 
to offer spiritual guidance.
 Your monthly reminder – we meet every 
Wednesday evening (except in January) 
at the Bejoording Community Centre 
which shares premises with the local 
volunteer bush fire brigade in Bejoording 
Road.
 Come along from 6pm, and leave when 
it suits you.
 It’s strictly ‘come as you are’ casual, 
kids are welcome, and there are fun 
events every month.
 If you aren’t yet a member, we’d love 
to get to know you.
 If you want to know more, you can 
contact President Barry Grey on 0428 
742 149 or call The Badger on 0414 250 
484.
 Hope to see you soon.

Volunteers spruce 
up vacant Harper 

street unit

mailto:butterlyt2j@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/morangupmpa/
https://www.facebook.com/morangupmpa/
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Toodyay 
Express
✰ WHITE GOODS ✰ YOUR GOODS

✰ FURNITURE ✰ FARM EQUIPMENT
✰ ALL GOODS ✰ SAME DAY SERVICE

Prompt pickup and delivery to or from the 
metropolitan area and into the surrounding 

areas of the Avon Valley

Ph/Fax 9631 1113
Mobile 0409 118 019

Pete & Maureen

We “CARE”
“CUSTOMERS ARE REALLY EVERYTHING”

Toodyay Progress Association
Brian Foley, Chairman

WE HAVE had a changing of the guard at 
the TPA.
 Our AGM was held last month and with 
various resignations a new committee was 
elected as follows: Brian Foley, chair; Evan 
Lester, vice-chair; Allan Henshaw, secretary; 
Bob Neville, treasurer and, committee, Don 
Smith, Samantha Whitlaw and Sean Byron.
 We have lost many years of experience 
from Larry Graham and Geoff Appleby 
but they have both advised they will give 
their advice when we seek it but will not be 
available for any in-depth investigations.
 We hope that with new councillors the 
administration will never be allowed to go 
down the path we have seen over the past 
five plus years.
 This past year has been one of mixed 
fortunes for the association.
 The inquiry into the Shire of Toodyay, 
initiated by the association more than two 
years ago, has now been running for more 
than 15 months with no public report as yet.
 It is understood that the actual inquiry has 
been completed and the preliminary report is 
being examined by the Solicitor General to 
determine if any matters require forwarding 
to any other agencies.
 We still have not been informed when the 
report will be released.
 One of our important projects during the 
past year was to draft a submission with the 
purpose of abolishing the ward system and 
reducing the number of councillors from nine 
to seven.
 We were successful in the most important 
initiative which was for all electors to vote 
for all candidates, but it was agreed to retain 
nine councillors.
 Hence the October election gave all 
eligible residents the opportunity to vote for 
councillors to represent the entire shire.
 The ward system was totally pointless 
because any candidate could stand in any 
ward and not only were they not required 
to live in the ward they were seeking to 
represent, there was no requirement for them 
to have even visited the ward.
 Until the January council meeting, despite 

Toodyay’s new shire council at its first meeting last October: President Bill Manning (top table, second from right) next to Deputy President 
Rosemary Madacsi. Front table, from left: Crs Susan Pearce, Phil Hart, Beth Ruthven, Brian Rayner, Ben Bell and Therese Chitty (Cr Paula 
Greenway absent on approved leave). Executive Assistant Maria Rebane and Shire CEO Stan Scott are seated next to President Manning.

Changing of the guard signals ongoing vigilance

the shire website providing details of the 
administrative staff under the heading 
Executive Team – CEO and Senior 
Management, Toodyay had in fact no senior 
managers; except, that is, for the CEO.
 The anomaly came about because council, 
under section 5.37 of the Local Government 
Act 1995 is required to pass a resolution 
to designate some employees as senior 
employees and, if they don’t, the shire 
president or councillors have no right to even 
enquire into the terms of employment, filling 
vacancies, salary packages and sackings of 
these personnel.
 All these details were previously the 
prerogative of the CEO, a right he guarded 
feverishly.
 Despite the TPA suggesting on several 
occasions that this was an unhealthy position, 
council was content to remain with the status 
quo.
 It took until the January Ordinary Council 
Meeting for the new shire president to wrest 
total control of senior staff from the CEO 
who mounted a staunch defence to maintain 
his empire, and to pass a resolution that 
Clause 5.37 be invoked.
 When the TPA was formed, its intention 
was to become involved in the civic matters 

of the shire, as the various Acts allow, 
and to assist the shire council by putting 
forward submissions which we thought were 
important in addressing serious matters that 
were being ignored or swept under the carpet.
 There was a large degree of dysfunction 
within the Shire which we thought could be 
remedied by our involvement.
 The six foundation members of the TPA 
had many years of experience and expertise 
in politics, local government, legislation, 
management, the environment and finance.
 We offered our advice freely and it was 
firmly rejected, and the council continued on 
a downward spiral of obfuscation, secrecy 
and financial irresponsibility.
 Because we hit a brick wall at the first 
hurdle we changed tack and followed the 
only other course open which was to demand 
a formal government inquiry.
 Our initial submission, which covered 
some 350 pages and addressed seven major 
‘issues’, prompted the Local Government 
Department to monitor the shire and instruct 
it to observe the Local Government Act, 
regulations, policies and procedures.
 When, after several months, matters did not 
improve, the TPA made further submissions 
to the Director General and he decided 
in November 2018 that there was enough 
evidence of malpractice to warrant a formal 
inquiry.
 The scope of the inquiry was far-ranging; it 
had the power to compel witnesses to testify, 
had the power to jail witnesses, and it dealt 

with all decisions and business of councillors 
and the administration from the 2013 until 
September 2018.
 The inquiry has now concluded and is soon 
to report to Parliament.
 In the interim, the electorate voted in a 
fresh council in October 2019, five of whom 
played no part in council during the period 
of the inquiry.
 We were hoping for a completely new 
broom to sweep clean, but, as explained 
before, three councillors from the old ward 
system refused to face the electorate and 
they continue to sit on council without the 
endorsement of the whole electorate.
 It is hoped that once the findings of the 
inquiry are released, the full council will 
strictly adhere to all of any recommendations.
 The future of the TPA is strong and we 
will still monitor the council to ensure that 
policies and procedures are adhered to, in 
particular the finances of the shire which 
according to the current financial plan 
(currently under review) will have the shire 
in the negative in the coming years.
 We also want to take the TPA in other 
directions.
 The second word of the association is 
‘progress’ and that is what we want to see 
in Toodyay, in the coming months you will 
see the TPA following this agenda.
 We wish all the outgoing committee 
members the best in their endeavours and 
thanks again.

Toodyay Locals Care
Sharon Boyle

TO COINCIDE with the first anniversary 
of us being located at 66 Stirling Terrace, 
Toodyay, we thought it was about time we 
introduced a newsletter and Herald column 
to keep everyone informed of the activities, 
fundraising events and services Toodyay 
Locals Care has going on.
 Before we do that, we really want to 
thank the generosity of the Toodyay and 
Districts Bendigo Community Bank for 
allowing us to set up ‘home’ at Number 
66.
 Without the bank’s support we would not 
be able to continue to offer the services we 
do.
 Secondly, to the local businesses – you 
guys rock and we most certainly do 
appreciate your continued support.
 We urge everyone to shop locally and 
support our Toodyay businesses which 
support our community.
 Let’s recap a very busy year thus far.
 We ran out of a few staples but true 
to form, Toodyay business rallied and 
restocked our shelves.
 What services do we offer?
 First and foremost, this community group 
was created to give Toodyay locals a place 
to talk, find support, get help or just have 
a chat.
 Specifically, people in need of assistance 
around the house if ill, elderly or genuinely 
in need.
 There are members of this group willing 
to donate their time to help others, so if you 
are in need, please get in touch.
 We are a place you can turn to in time of 
need.

Caring locals clock up a 
busy year in new home

 We don’t judge or discriminate, whether 
it be your pay is a day late, you’re having 
a bad week or month, drop in and see 
us, give us a call or drop us an email, we 
probably can help in some way.
 We have frozen meals available (curried 
sausages, soups, stews, casseroles, pasta 
and a whole lot more), milk, bread, 
homemade butter, eggs, bacon etc..
 If you are housebound, we can deliver.
 Is mobility an issue? Or if you need a lift 
to medical appointments, we can help with 
that too.
 Find us on Facebook: Toodyay Locals 
Care.
 In future we will be presenting a wicking 
bed lesson on a date to be confirmed. 
Morning tea will be provided for a gold 
coin donation.
 Contact us on 0427 744 352, email 
justroz@iinet.net.au or find us on 
Facebook, Toodyay Locals Care.

mailto:justroz@iinet.net.au
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Ballardong elders help fix Pelham Brook outlet
Toodyay Historical Society
Robyn Taylor

THERE have been exciting developments 
in Toodyay with Ballardong Elders 
from Northam working with Toodyay’s 
environmental and history groups’ joint 
Pelham Brook Outlet Project.
 This is located behind St Stephen’s 
Anglican Church and the water flows into 
the Avon River.
 The consultant for the project is Helen 
Brookes, director and hydrologist with 
Urbaqua.
 The project is to rectify environmental 
damage caused by high water flow rates, 
and is being led by the Toodyay Friends 
of the River.
 Our society is  interested in the 
establishment of the convict depot (1852), 
and the town of Newcastle (1860) in the 
vicinity of the brook.
 The original Toodyay townsite was 
located downstream at West Toodyay but 
after periodic flooding by the Avon River 
the new town of Newcastle was surveyed 
around the convict depot and village where 
the pensioner guards lived.
 Pelham Brook once flowed freely 
through the convict depot before it was 
dammed to provide a reliable water supply 
to the town.
 The structure of the old reservoir can still 
be seen on the side of Pelham Street.
 Wells for fresh water were also sunk as 
the springs couldn’t be relied upon to feed 
the brook during the dry summer months.
 Pelham Brook is one of many that flow 
into the Avon River, a water course of 
major significance to the Noongar people.
 According to Rica Erickson’s 1974 
history of Toodyay, towards summer 
when the Bolgart springs that feed the 
Toodyay Brook begin to reduce their flow, 
the sacred water serpent starts its annual 
journey down and under the Toodyay 
Brook entering the Avon in West Toodyay 
to travel upstream to Northam where it 
comes to rest in the deep of Burlong Pool.

Pelham Brook Outlet Project meeting with Ballardong Elders (from left) Allen Garlett, 
Robyn Taylor, Wayne Clarke, Rod Garlett, Uncle John Ryder and Bridget Leggett. Photo: 
Helen Brookes.

 The Waygl (water serpent) then waits for 
the winter rains to begin its journey back 
home to Boolgart (Bolgart).
 We met with Elders Rod and Allen 
Garlett and Uncle John Ryder who are 
able to make decisions on behalf of 
the Toodyay-based Noongar Kaartdijin 
Aboriginal Corporation.
 I wished I had a tape recorder as Rod 
and the others talked about the important 
locations along the river, such as Red 
Banks Pool, how they identify country 

through observing changes in geology, 
flora and fauna, the flow of underground 
springs, and a lot more.
 There is much knowledge they are 
willing to share that will give depth and 
substance and other ways of understanding 
Toodyay’s history and cultural heritage.
 In late February we attended a sundowner 
at Connor’s Mill to celebrate its 150th 
anniversary and the launching of its 
program of events for 2020.
 The first event on Sunday March 22 

will be an Anglican Church service Hymn 
Sandwich, or, Bringing in the Sheaves to 
be held at the mill from 10am to 10.30am.
Members are invited to come along in 
period costume.
 Our member Beth Frayne assisted 
museum curator Margie Eberle in the 
production of an excellent souvenir 
brochure about the mill’s rich history since 
it was built for Daniel Connor in 1870.
 There was good news regarding the 
classification of the Gabidine Brook 
Bridge by the National Trust in February.
 Despite i ts sudden change from 
functioning bridge to smouldering ruin 
following the Strahan/Toodyay Road 
bushfire, the National Trust Council agreed 
its heritage value should be recognised 
through classification.
 Our end-of-March excursion on Sunday 
March 29 will be a day trip to Cunderdin to 
look at the museum and airfield and other 
places of interest.
 Members will be advised of details.
 Contacts: secretary.2j.ths@gmail.
com, Robyn Taylor, rdtaylor@iinet.net.
au, phone 9574 2578, or Beth Frayne, 
toobide4@iinet.net.au, phone 9574 5971.
 Donegan’s Cottage Research Centre (in 
the showgrounds) opens on Thursdays 
from 1pm to 3pm.
 Postal address: PO 32 Toodyay 6566. 
Website: toodyayhistoricalsociety.org.au/.
 Books and displays at Drummond House 
which is on open Saturdays from 10am to 
noon. Annual membership is $15.

mailto:secretary.2j.ths@gmail.com
mailto:secretary.2j.ths@gmail.com
mailto:rdtaylor@iinet.net.au
mailto:rdtaylor@iinet.net.au
mailto:toobide4@iinet.net.au
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 CCoonnttaacctt  uuss  ffoorr  aa  FFRREEEE  bbooookklleett  ttoo  rreeccoorrdd  
yyoouurr  pprreecciioouuss  mmeemmoorriieess..  

Now is the time to go through photos together, 
share stories, write it all down. 

 

Burial - Cremation - Country - City 

Safe Prepaid Plans & Funeral Bonds 
 

Call Rob & Dianne Tinetti 96221411 
 

 

264 Fitzgerald St Northam    
purslowetinettifunerals.com  

In a second extract from his family memoir, 
retired journalist Roger Simms looks back 
on post-war WA life and recalls simpler 
times, busier times.

COVERING new schoolbooks with 
brown paper (using home-made glue) and 
hammering metal plates on to the toes and 
heels of new shoes.
 Don’t see much of that going on in today’s 
throw-away world but in WA in post-war 
years such money-saving measures were 
very much part of family life.
 Look after books for a younger brother or 
sister, get another year or two out of shoe 
leather.
 Incomes were stretched as Australia got 
back on its feet.
 Yet, to my mind, it was a time when 
less meant more – much less in the way 
of household mod cons and lifestyle 
accessories, but much more in the sense of 
a simpler, freer, less-pressured way of life.
 There was no television, no computers and 
very few families had a phone in their homes, 
the landline kind, of course.
 (You paid tuppence – less than one cent 
– for a call from the phone box down the 
street.)
 Mobile phones were unheard of, that is if 
you ignored comic-book accounts of walkie-
talkie radios and detective Dick Tracy’s 
two-way radio wristwatch.
 So no-one spent time eyes glued to screens 
or thumbs punching keypads.
 Yet our family life in Hampton Street, 
Northam, always seemed full of activity.
 Perhaps, to some extent at least, that was 
because among the many other things we 
didn’t have were a washing machine, a 
dishwasher, a microwave oven, an electric 
kettle, a toaster and a hot water system.
 And there were no fast food shops to call 
on.
 So if you wanted to wash clothes, have a 
meal, a bath, a cup of tea or a piece of toast 
there were a few preparatory chores to be 
done: Chop the wood, light the fire.
 You see a few old Metters stoves rusting 
away in salvage yards these days and a few 
for sale online.
 People use them as pizza ovens, or just as 
a garden feature with flowers blooming in 
the fire box.
  But these efficient well-designed stoves 
have a long history of service in WA country 
kitchens.
 I knew ours well because my first job in 
childhood was to empty the ashes from the 
fire box every morning.
 I remember my mother’s skill in cooking 
and baking, using just the right amount of 
fuel (depending on the kind and quality of 
the wood supply and how well it had been 
chopped) and judging temperature and time.
 Not easy to make a prize-winning sponge 
cake in a wood-heated oven with no 
temperature gauge.
 A bath or a shower meant lighting a wood-
fired water heater standing at the end of a 
metal bath.
 The heater burnt chips collected from the 
wood heap.
 It was a tall and narrow metal structure with 
a flue going up through the roof, a mini boiler 
with a water jacket around a fire chamber.
 My father liked a hot bath and would get 
our heater going like a furnace.
 It would be pulsating at times, throbbing 
with a disconcerting bass rhythm. Woomph, 
woomph, woomph.

Harking back to simpler times  
when less meant more

 A lot of clothes, especially the really dirty 
ones, were boiled in what we called a copper.
 This was a wide and deep copper tub 
housed in a large square brick structure with 
a fireplace underneath.
 Boiled clothes would come out of the 
copper, be soaked in cold water in a cement 
trough, then dropped for rinsing into a second 
trough along with a whitening product called 
Reckitt’s Blue (in a little muslin bag).
 Finally, the load would go through a hand-
operated wringer, consisting of two long 
rubber tubes, one on top of the other.
 They turned in different directions as the 
user turned a handle and squeezed water 
from clothes passing between them.
 Then it was off to the clothesline.
 No fancy retractable models, mind, or 
even a Hills Hoist – just two wires running 
between timber arms bolted on to uprights, 
set up about 10 to 15 metres apart.
 The arms could swing, through 45 degrees 
or so, allowing one line of drying clothes to 
be raised higher than the other to make better 
use of any breeze.
 It always looked to me as though one 
wooden stiff-armed man was signalling to 
another.
 A bush pole, forked at one end, was used 
to prop up a sagging line.
 Oh, and there were no plastic or spring-
loaded pegs – just little wooden two-legged 
soldiers wearing berets, as they always 
looked to me.

 Keeping food cool and fresh was a special 
challenge.
 In fact, our six years in Hampton Street – 
1948 to 1954 – chartered a little history in 
the evolution of Australia’s kitchen cooling 
devices.
 Our first piece of equipment was the 
quaintly named cooler, or as it was also 
known, a Coolgardie safe.
 This was an upright metal-framed and 
hessian-walled cabinet, with a moat-like 
channel running around the base.
 Water dripped on to the top of the cooler 
from a container, keeping the hessian walls 
damp.
 Excess water drained into the channel at 
the base.
 Air movement caused evaporation on 
the wet walls and lowered the temperature 
inside.
 The same principle cooled the contents 
of canvas water bags that hung on railway 
station platforms and on frames on the front 
bumpers of cars.
 The cooler kept dairy food and vegetables 
a few degrees cooler than room temperature 
but wasn’t a long-life storage option.
 Our first upgrade was to an ice chest.
 This was a metal cabinet with a separate 
compartment at the top to hold a big block 
of ice, say 50cm x 40cm x 40cm.
 Food was kept in a bigger compartment 
below and cool air circulated around the 
system till the ice melted and drained away.
 It worked well but, of course, you needed 
a reliable ice supply.
 Happily, with the Northam ice works, one 
was at hand.
 A delivery chap would arrive, ice block 
hoisted high on a hessian-covered shoulder, 
and we’d be right for a few more summer’s 
days.
 Finally, about 1952 – the refrigerator.
 This was called a Cold Flame model and 
I racked my brain trying to work out how a 
kerosene-fed wick you lit at the base would 
cause the device to freeze water.
 But it did and what’s more it brought about 
perhaps the most exciting development for 
my sister and me in those days – home-made 
ice cream.
 Who would have imagined you could make 
such a treat in your own home?
 Next month: Sex in an age of tight buttons.

Propping up the washing line with a pole.

Copper tub for boiling washing over a fire

Coolgardie safe evaporative cooler.

RSL Toodyay Sub-Branch
Heather Brennan

AS A RESULT of an urgent request 
from the Toodyay Shire to fill in to raise 
the flag at their annual Australia Day 
event, which was held this year at the 
Toodyay Showgrounds, our sub-branch 
once again undertook this honour.
 Our sincere thanks go to Sue Eldridge 
who was able to take on this task at 
short notice.
 I would like to bring to your attention 
an article in last month’s Herald 
on Page 18, the poem One of the 
Thousands.
 The poem was written by Matilda 
Lyne and is well worth the read.  It 
was part of her Sandakan Student 
Scholarship presentation and won her 
one of the Anzac Day overseas trips. 
 Claire Wall from Silver Chain 
explained the services that are available 
to members and how to access them at 
our first Ordinary General Meeting for 
the year.
 We thank Claire for her time and 
friendly professional manner in 
presenting this information.
 We would also like to thank Irene 
Barton for taking on the events co-
ordinator role from Bob Wood.  
 Bob has now taken on the job of 
project leader for our new home. He 
kindly took over the position from 
Ian Calderwood who has done an 
outstanding job to get us to this point. 
 We thank Bob very much for the work 
he undertook as events co-ordinator 
and are grateful for him taking on 
another position. 
 Our sub-branch held a well-attended 
social barbecue and it was wonderful 
to see so many of our members turn out 
and everyone mixing together.
 The aim of this event was to keep 
members abreast of our progress 
towards our new home in Clinton 
Street and give them the opportunity 
to personally present their ideas.
 This month we are back at the 
Toodyay Farmers Market and we 
would love to answer questions anyone 
may have on membership, welfare, 
niche wall plaques and any other 
subjects that may arise.
 Members please note our April 
meeting day and date change; it is now 
Sunday April 5.

Sue steps up to 
raise Australia 

Day flag
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 Visitors to Connor’s Mill examine the exhibits that chronicle the building’s 150-year history.

Volunteers of Toodyay Museums
Barry Keens

THE VOLUNTEERS have had a very busy 
time catching up on administration while 
the Old Gaol Museum has been closed for 
renovations.
 We have also been sorting the museum’s 
roof shingles, making value-added products 
and selling these and plain shingles at the 
local visitors centre, farmers market and 
direct to the public.
 We helped the curator prepare displays for 

Old Newcastle Gaol shingles sell as critters and clocks

Di Granger’s critters. Geoff and Michelle Miller’s clocks.

the 150th anniverary celebration of Connor’s 
Mill and are assisting in setting up new 
displays for when the museum reopens.
 For our efforts in saving the old hand-cut 
shingles from being disposed of at landfill, 
we are entering the Waste Management 
Infinity Awards.
 Museum volunteers Geoff and Michelle 
Miller created clocks from the shingles and  
Di Granger made mosaic critters.
 A big thank you to all who have supported 
us by buying shingles and shingle products 
and hope you will continue to do so.

Toodyay Early Years Network
Anna Cornish

IN MARCH, Toodyay Early Years Network 
is launching the Toodyay Paint the Town 
REaD project.
 The project aims to highlight the benefits 
of early literacy skills in young children.
 A child’s brain does most of its critical 
development in the first three years of life; 
a baby’s brain doubles in weight in the first 
year, tripling by age three.
 Every time we read, talk, sing and rhyme 
with our children their brain connections 
grow.
 Reading helps children to develop good 
communication and comprehension skills.
 When a child is read to daily, their early 
literacy skills develop and their imagination 
grows.
 A love for reading is a gift that will last a 
lifetime.

Reading bestows a lifetime’s gift
 The project will start with an egg which 
will make its way around our community; 
the more it is read to the more it will grow.
 The egg’s journey will be recorded in a 
special book and regular updates will be on 
our Toodyay Early Years Network Facebook 
page.
 When the egg has reached full size, we will 
celebrate with the hatching of our reading 
mascot – I wonder what it will be?
 As part of the project we will also be 
launching book boxes in a number of local 
businesses around Toodyay.
 Families will be able to take, borrow, swap 
or donate books to these book boxes.
 It’s a fantastic initiative that we are excited 
to be a part of.
 Paint Toodyay REaD has been made 
possible with the support from the Toodyay 
Shire, Toodyay and Districts Bendigo 
Bendigo Community Bank and Parenting 
Connections (WANSLEA). Guests chat at last month’s program launch for the 150th anniversary of Connor’s Mill.

2J2AIR 105.3FM
Ken Stivey

AS WE continue to develop a presence in our 
community you can check us out on Facebook 
or on our web page 2j2air.org.au.
 We consider communication with our 
listeners as a vital component of our desire to 
provide you with what you want to hear, so 
your input will be appreciated.
 Thanks to all our sponsors, the community 
groups who utilise our services, and to our 
listeners for their positive comments and 
interaction in social media over past year.

Program guide
MONDAYS: 11am The Green Hour; 1pm 
Swooners and Crooners and 2pm Jazz.
 Tuesdays: 8pm Hooked on Classicals.
 Wednesdays: 11am The Green Hour (repeat); 
8pm Wide World of Folk and 9pm Blues.
 Thursdays: Noon Wide World of Folk 
(repeat).
 Fridays: 11am The Green Hour (repeat); 7pm 
Ready 4 Country; 8pm Ready 4 Retro and 9pm 
Ready 2 Rock.
 Saturdays: Noon Country (old) and 1pm 
Country (new).
 Sundays: 9am Hooked on Classicals (repeat); 
noon Ready 4 Country (repeat); 8pm Swooners 
and Crooners (repeat) and 9pm Jazz.
 Daily 10am and 3pm What’s on in Toodyay 
community information

Tell us what you 
want to hear 
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Corona virus uncertainty will affect local farmers

Toodyay Agricultural Society
Alison Wroth

IT’S THE 167th Toodyay Agricultural Show 
this year and once again this historic annual 

Toodyay Agricultural Alliance
Frank Panizza

LATE summer rain and storms have 
brought welcome relief to all landowners, 
replenishing dwindling water supplies and 
settling dust.
 While the rainfall was useful for topping up 
water storage in dams and tanks, the storms 
have caused sporadic damage to property 
and trees.
 Dry pastures have suffered and now 
effectively offer no feed value to livestock. 
Even stubbles that have not been flattened 
by rain will have little nutritional value.
 Care should be taken by all livestock 
owners to properly manage the ‘food on 
offer’ to their animals. All livestock owners 
have a duty of care to properly care for their 
animals, whether they have two sheep or 
2000.
 The next few months are critical to 
maintaining livestock in a healthy condition. 
Besides, pregnant ewes will have a far better 
chance of successfully raising their lambs if 
properly fed and cared for.
 Early rain in autumn can germinate clover 
and grasses in paddocks that may provide 
some feed but cool weather and follow-up 
rains will be necessary for the green feed to 

establish and survive into late autumn.
 Although a green pick may appear livestock 

The recent thunderstorms have flooded pockets of rural roads.

should still be monitored as sheep will often 
wander all day to pick up the green feed and 

‘walk off’ the condition they gain.
 The Corona virus (Covid-19) can’t escape 
a mention. Great uncertainty about the virus 
and its health and economic effect on the 
world will have a direct effect on agriculture 
in our shire.
 Disruptions to trade with China and the 
world generally have added to concerns 
about the flow-on effects.
 China is a very large importer of agricultural 
products, many of which are produced in our 
shire and it is the largest buyer of Australian 
wool.
 China buys hay, barley, oats and other 
grains which may be disrupted by flow-on 
effects of the health crisis. Recently China 
has become a large buyer of Australian lamb.
 Too much uncertainty exists about the 
spread of the virus to accurately forecast the 
real effect to our local farmers.
 There may not only be disruptions to 
exports but also to imports, as a large 
proportion of the chemicals and pesticides 
used in crop production are imported from 
China and Asia generally.
 There is some thought that once the 
crisis passes there will be a rapid rebound 
in demand for agricultural products from 
Australia.

Get a bigger bang for your buck as fireworks sponsor
Fireworks are the main attraction at the close of the Toodyay Agricultural Show in October.

community event will be a blast because we 
have just elected enthusiastic new committee 
members who are keen to keep the Show 
moving forward.
 The AGM on February 10 was Kevin 
Hutchings final one as president. More 
than 20 financial members arrived to be 
involved in the AGM and if elected to the 
management committee proceeded to elect 
the sub-committees.
 This is something we have not accomplished 
before as we have previously waited until 
March to elect sub-committees, wasting an 
entire month of possible achievement by 
committee members.
 This early election worked a treat.
 David Chitty agreed to remain patron 
and the following executive officers were 
elected unopposed: president, Alison Wroth; 
first vice-president, Brendan Ragus; second 
vice-president, Bruce Guthrie; treasurer, Phil 
Perkins and, administration officer Geoff 
Appleby.
 Best of luck to all the following members 
who make up this strong committee who 
were also all elected unopposed; Karen 
Dore, Wayne Fletcher, Jennifer Hildred, 
Colin Kendall, Kerry Knowles, Jaquie 
Lacy, Edward Ludemann, Kate Morgan, 
Tiffany Paley, Ina Prior, Judy Rowston, Greg 
Warburton and Tom Findlay.
 With youth and experience mixed with 
loads of skill and a bit of luck around October, 
our committee will endeavour to once again 
present one of the best agricultural shows on 
the most scenic showgrounds in the state to 
locals and visitors alike.
 The membership fees remain unchanged 
after the AGM at $25 per year or $60 for 
three years. Membership includes two free 
passes, the Show Schedule and with the 
new addition of a free cup of tea or coffee 
and a piece of cake for afternoon tea, to all 
financial members, something that I hope 
all show-going members will appreciate and 
use.
 Entry fees, (after some discussion on 
increasing them) will remain the same at $10 
for adults and $5 for seniors and children 
between 6 and15 years.
 We are going to consider online ticketing 

this year; easy and practical, something 
which will be excellent for sending the 
Toodyay Agricultural Show forward while 
reducing the queues at the same time.
 An Expressions of Interest advertisement 
will appear in next month’s Herald.  So if 
your group wants fundraising opportunities 
this year; consider the Toodyay Agricultural 
Show and what we can offer you.
 Finally, we are chasing a sponsor this year 
for our wonderful fireworks which wind up 
Show day.
 If you can imagine your businesses name 
presenting the fireworks and wish to support 
the local Show contact me on 0437 099 960 
to discuss the many opportunities the Show 
can offer.
 Your business will be promoted throughout 
the lead up to the show and your name will 
be up there ‘in lights’ when the Show finishes 
with a big bang.
 Hope to hear from sponsors soon.

Women In Farming Enterprises
Alison Wroth, Chairperson

THE TIME of year has finally come to lay all 
our cards on the table in the interests of the 
Toodyay branch of WIFE.
 Our AGM will be held on Thursday March 26 
at 6pm in the Freemasons Hotel dining room.
 To wind up the year, a nice dinner for all 
financial members will be held after the 
meeting.
 Due to the increasing lack of interest in 
our local branch the following issues will 
unfortunately be up for discussion.
 Should we keep the local branch available 
to financial members with meetings when 
possible, discussing topics of interest, visiting 
other branches, workshops etc.?
 Do we fold up the branch due to lack of 
enthusiasm and general understanding for what 
the organisation can provide the community 
and surrounding areas?
 Should we keep the branch bank account 
open for a maximum of two years but not 
hold regular meetings until motivation returns 
so that when new community members are 
interested the bases will already be established?
 The above points form the basic AGM agenda 
which will be advertised on the website and 
IGA notice board.
 Please advise your friends that the local 
branch which we established after a huge effort 
looks like it has its neck on the chopping block.
 The chairperson will be stepping down this 
year and at the election of office bearers, all 
positions will be declared vacant.
 If the branch is to continue we require 
interested ladies to take positions in this 
modern and focussed organisation.
 If the branch does fold, single memberships 
can be taken up without a local branch in your 
area.
 For the sake of the local branch, I hope to see 
you there.

Toodyay WIFE’s head 
on chopping block
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Country Women’s Association
Elizabeth Mansom

OUR FIRST coffee morning of the year 
on February 13 was thoroughly enjoyed 
by all.
 A suggestion has been made that we 
meet for these mornings in a commercial 
outlet, but we’re not sure if it’s possible for 
anyone to measure up to Ev’s sandwiches 
and Maria’s apple cake.
 Maxine, our president, has arranged to 
have a defibrillator mounted on the wall 
between the ladies’ and men’s toilets on 
the back verandah of our hall.
 At the next coffee morning on Thursday 
March 12, Maxine will demonstrate the 
use of this vital piece of equipment.
 If you are interested, please feel free 
to join us between 10am and noon and, 
of course, to enjoy the usual luscious 
morning tea.
 On February 20 five of us went to 
Dianella for a birthday lunch with our 
sister city branch Bayswater which is 

Avon Woodturning
Max J Heath

WELL, woodturning has been going 
along quite well at 2J Junction.
 Numbers have varied and, as with most 
organisations, the heat somewhat affected 
attendance.
 On some of the well-attended days, all 
lathes were operating.
 Due to the heat inside the shed, we 
purchased a large fan that is making a 
tremendous difference.
 We would like to welcome new 
members John White and Peter Vincent 
to our midst. Good to have you on board, 
fellers.
 Club members came to the fore with 
donations for our raffle and we finished 
up with 15 prizes for the event.
 With so many prizes, I am not going 
to list all winners, but first prize went to 
Simon Harrington.
 The raffle raised $664 and in the 
end, after considerable research, we 
will donate the proceeds to a school 
at Gunnedah which is affected by the 
drought and has students in need.
 Before committing the funds, it was 
decided to donate the money directly 
rather than through an organisation that 
was going to take a cut out of it.
 We were pleased with the results from 
our raffle and would like to thank you, the 
people of Toodyay and surrounds, who 
supported us in this venture.
 The club has for some time been 
conscious of people who would like 

Lions Club of Toodyay
Nuala Ennis

THIS year’s Lion’s Auction will be even 
bigger and better.
 Delivery of items and allocation of lot 
numbers will take place from 8am on 
Friday April 3. (See advertisement on 
Page 10 for full details.)
 The auction, conducted by Tony 
Maddox, starts at 9am sharp on Saturday 
April 4 at the showgrounds.
 Food and drinks will be available.
 Over the past year we have supported 
the Sandakan Scholarship in conjunction 
with RSL, Toodyay Locals Care, Butterly 
Cottages and we have contributed to fire 
and drought ravaged communities in WA 

Awkward senior moments 
– whoops, two in one day

RAC man to the rescue?

celebrating its 66th anniversary.
 Mentioning no names, two of us had 
senior moments to add to the tale of the 
day.
 One locked her keys in the car.
 The other found, after the very 
understanding RAC man arrived to 
unlock the vehicle, that she’d left the rear 
passenger door open.
 The accompanying photo shows only 
one of these nameless ladies. The other 
is behind the camera.
 A big thank you must go to our hall 
officer Bev who organised a new vanity in 
the ladies’ toilet and painted all the tables 
on the back verandah very professionally.
 CWA meets in our hall in Stirling 
Terrace every fourth Thursday of the 
month.
 There is plenty of parking in Charcoal 
Lane with disabled access at the side of 
the hall.
 To book the hall, please contact Meg 
Mills on 9574 2245.

Big fan helps turn hot shed 
into cool place for lathes

to be able to do some turning, but 
being incapacitated, haven’t had the 
opportunity.
 We have developed and trialled a lathe 
which seems to work with the help of a 
walker instead of a wheelchair.
 A wheelchair could still possibly work, 
with some adjustments.
 One club in the WA Woodturners 
Association has spent a lot of money on 
lathes that turned out not to be suitable 
at all.
 And so if anyone has a handicap and 
would like to have a go at turning, we 
would like to see you and see how we go.
 Well, that is about all from the 
woodturners for this month.
 If you have any questions please phone 
David Doye on 0403 294 181 or Max 
Heath on 0400 206 929.

Clean out your sheds and 
let Tony talk up the sales

and the eastern states.
 This year our focus will be on our local 
community.
 How can you help?
 Have a clean out at home and deliver 
worthwhile items – no rubbish please – on 
Friday April 3.
 Let everyone know about the auction 
and attend on Saturday April 4.
 Remember one person’s unwanted 
items are another person’s treasure.
 We welcome new members and meet at 
6.30pm at the Freemasons Hotel on the 
first and third Tuesdays of each month.
 For further information ring president 
Steele Williams on 9574 2903 (leave 
message) or email secretary Nuala Ennis 
at lionstoodyay@gmail.com.

Working with wood from a wheelchair.

The annual Lions Club Auction is always well supported in Toodyay.
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