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It’s coming – our new swimming pool is on the way 

Frame of Toodyay's new swimming pool entry, changerooms and administration centre (foreground), and new multi-purpose function centre behind. See also new Northam pool, Page 10.

Michael Sinclair-Jones

A CIGARETTE butt tossed from a passing 
vehicle is thought to have sparked a huge 
bushfire that threatened last month to destroy 
dozens of homes near an area devastated by 
Toodyay’s 2009 bushfire.
  Local residents were warned to flee or get 
ready to fight an approaching inferno after 
the fire – “most likely” started by cigarette 
butt on Toodyay Road near Strahan Road – 
started racing across dry farm paddocks and 
dense bushland towards Toodyay’s Wandoo 
Circle rural residential subdivision.
 State fire authorities issued an emergency 
warning to all local residents at 5.17 pm on 
January 8.
 “You are in danger and need to act 
immediately to survive – there is a threat 
to lives and homes in the Wandoo Circle 
subdivision,” the warning said.
 “If the way is clear, leave now for a safer 
place – do not wait and see, leaving at the 
last minute is deadly.”
 Residents were evacuated to Shire 
of Toodyay emergency centres at the 

town’s Memorial Hall and at the Toodyay 
Showground (for those with pets) and 
provided with tea, coffee, snacks and support 
services.
 Seven water bomber helicopters and a 
fixed wing aircraft flew immediately from 
Perth and spent the next three hours before 
nightfall limiting the bulk of the fire as 
emergency ground crews worked through 
the night to cut and hold containment lines.
 They were able to arrest the fire in dense, 
inaccessible bush about 240m from dozens 
of nearby homes which were  evacuated.
 It was the second emergency warning in a 
month for nearby Majestic Heights residents 
after their homes were threatened by another 
big bush fire which started on December 11 
when a petrol-driven brush cutter lit farmland 
near the Toodyay golf course during a shire 
hot works and harvest ban. 
 The earlier fire burnt out 16ha and forced 
the closure of Toodyay Road for several 
hours as volunteer firefighters worked 
through the night to save dozens of hilltop 
homes, the golf course, racetrack and a 
caravan park and holiday chalets.

Cigarette butt blamed for 
huge bushfire emergency

 Majestic Heights bore the brunt of 
Toodyay’s catastrophic December 2009 fire 
when more than 100 homes were destroyed 
or severely damaged.
Continued Page 5.

AN OFFICIAL report on a year-long 
State Government inquiry into the Shire 
of Toodyay has been referred to the State 
Solicitor’s Office for assessment.
 The WA Justice Department agency will 
decide if any part of the inquiry report should 
be withheld as evidence for prosecution 
before the findings are made public.
 WA Local Government Minister David 
Templeman ordered the inquiry in late 
2018 based on “reasonable suspicion” that 
the council had breached sections of local 
government laws and regulations.
 He ordered the inquiry after 11 months’ 
official monitoring of the shire and 
departmental criticism of its performance.
 Three official investigators were appointed 
to inquire into the Toodyay Shire Council and 
its administration and report on whether they 
were functioning in the best interests of the 
community.
 The investigators spent most of last year 
collecting many hours of evidence based 
on personal interviews with dozens of 
Toodyay witnesses before questioning shire 
councillors and staff.
Continued Page 5.

State Solicitor 
receives shire 
inquiry report

WORK is well underway on Toodyay’s new 
$14 million Sport and Recreation Precinct, 
including a new 25m public swimming pool 
due to open by the end of this year.

 The project has required heavy earthworks 
and blasting at the 14ha site behind Toodyay 
District High School.
 The sport precinct consists of an eight-lane 

pool and aquatic centre, playing areas for 
hockey, rugby, soccer, netball, basketball 
and tennis, a multi-purpose function centre, 
kiosk and changerooms, and a parking area.

 The shire has borrowed $4.5 million to 
fund the project and the rest will be paid by 
State and Federal grants, shire savings and 
budget allocations over the next three years.
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Stirling Hamilton

IN 1744, Muhammad bin Saud, the founder 
of the current Saudi royal dynasty, made a 
pact with theologian Muhammad ibn Abd 
al-Wahhab, to work together to unify the 
warring tribes of Arabia.
 The Wahabi Salafists of Saudi Arabia are 
the absolute nutjobs of the Islamic religion.
 Most Moslems considering adultery think; 
naughty, naughty, don’t get caughty, no 
problem.
 These Wahabi guys stone women to death 
as only fundamentalists everywhere are wont 
to do.
 When they hit the jackpot striking oil in the 
70s they spent $billions setting up mosques 
everywhere in the world focused on nut job 
religious education and publishing.
 Then came the ‘neo-Wahabis’ like CIA 
trained Osama Bin Laden who didn’t want 
all those US bases in Saudi Arabia and flew 
those planes into the Twin Towers on 9/11.
 The Middle East is riddled with them 
varmints and the US, Israel and Saudi Arabia 
have been arming, funding and training Al 
Qaida, ISIS and the Sunni nutjobs for years 
while Barack Obama and John Kerry were 
“watching” ISIS advance and using it as a 
tool to “manage” their war against Assad in 
Syria.
 In 2016, Israeli defence minister Moshe 
Yaalon made clear Israel’s agenda: “In Syria, 
if the choice is between Iran and the Islamic 
State, I choose the Islamic State.”
 Bob Gates, who was defence secretary 
under Obama, had this great line. He said, 
look, the Saudis and the Israelis want to fight 
Iran to the last American, right?
 Iran has an ancient and beautiful 
civilization, which dates back to 5000 BC, 
with the earliest writing that we know of. 
Ancestors of the word. Also algebra.
 This recent murder of General Soleimani 
of Iran was, to quote Hamlet, a “Murder 
most foul, as in the best it is, but this most 
foul, strange, and unnatural”, because of his 
history as a once critical American ally. 
 Soleimani had diplomatic immunity – and 
the US knew about it. But no rule, no law 
and no standard of ethics is respected by 
Washington.
 He helped save Christians, Kurds, Yazidis 
and others from being slaughtered by ISIS 
and was seen as a temperate, judicious 
statesman.
 He’s a legend in Iran, Iraq and Syria and 
the people he’s worked with viewed him as 
one of the greatest leaders and thinkers; one 
of the most humane men of all time. I agree.
 The United States drone-bombed him, an 
Iranian diplomatic state official in Iraq at 
the invitation of the Iraqi Prime Minister, 
on a conflict-resolution mission with Saudi 
Arabia requested by Donald Trump himself.
 In anybody’s book, that is an act of war –
and extraordinary treachery, even in wartime, 
the equivalent of shooting someone who 
came to parley under a white flag.
 The Iraqi prime minister, Adil Abdul-
Mahdi, has revealed details of his interactions 
with Trump in the weeks leading up to 
Soleimani’s assassination in a speech to the 

Iraqi parliament.
 Washington had been browbeating him to 
toe the American line, even threatening to 
engage in false-flag sniper shootings of both 
protesters and security personnel in order to 
inflame the situation.
 Huge demonstrations against him duly 
materialised.
 Noam Chomsky says the US is a “rogue 
state” conducting “reckless international 
terrorism,” with Trump’s actions giving ISIS 
“another lease on life”.
 It is indeed a crazy world which we live 
in, where the UK and US try to bring down 
a Christian supporting government in Syria, 
and sides with the Islamists who hate the 
Christians.
 National sovereignty? Democracy? 
Whatever their elected governments say, 
we will keep our army in Syria to “take the 
oil,” and in Iraq to…well, to do whatever the 
hell we want.
 “Rules-based international order?” Sure, 
we make the rules and you follow our orders.
 Candidates for another “coalition of 
the willing” to mask America’s brute 
adventurism are going to be as scarce as bird 
shit in a cuckoo clock.
 In the 90s the US shot down Iran Air 655, 
killing 290 Iranian civilians with 66 kids on 
board.
 George H W Bush (senior) said in response 
to that: “I’ll never apologise for the United 
States of America ever. I don’t care what the 
facts are.”
 In the prophetic words of Oscar Wilde: 
“The United States is the only country 
that went from barbarism to decadence by 
skipping civilisation.”
 In November I explained how the Hong 
Kong rioting hordes are funded heavily by 
the National Endowment for Democracy 
(NED), a virtual branch of the CIA, to put 
pressure on China.
 Well a similar deal is going down on 
the other side of China in Xingjian which 
borders Pakistan and Afghanistan.
 The Uyghurs are largely Wahabi and have 
been fighting and blowing people up in the 
Middle East and their own backyard for years 
and the NED bankrolls the World Uyghur 
Congress.
 So the Chinese with great strategic restraint 
figured that setting up vocational education 
and training centres and providing jobs 
might help with counter terrorism and 
deradicalisation measures.
 Thirty-seven countries concur, many 
Muslim, and it does sound sensible – heaven 
forbid.
 In the West we just kill them, or bung them 
in Guantanamo, Abu Ghraib or secret sites 
and torture them.
 “Many people, especially ignorant people, 
want to punish you for speaking the truth, for 
being correct, for being you. Never apologise 
for being correct, or for being years ahead 
of your time. If you’re right and you know it, 
speak your mind. Speak your mind. Even if 
you are a minority of one, the truth is still the 
truth.” – Mahatma Gandhi, Indian lawyer 
and nationalist independence leader.
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Ieva Tomsons

RETIRED Toodyay chiropractor Bob Mattin 
(82) grew up in Pipestone Minnesota, a small 
town named after the soft red jasper-like rock 
the Sioux Indians use to carve peace pipes 
for the tourist trade.
 His childhood reads like The Adventures 
of Tom Sawyer – shooting pheasants as they 
flew from the surrounding cornfields, fishing 
on frozen lakes and shocking worms out of 
the ground with a handmade generator built 
by his father.
 It was the 1940s and times were tough. Bob 
and his older siblings worked various jobs; 
he shovelled snow, raked leaves and had a 
paper round.
 By the time he was 10 he could drive a car, 
shoot a gun and had started a shoe-shining 
business in the local barber’s shop.
 At 15 he worked for a mechanic and helped 
restore a Piper Cub which he learnt to fly. He 
also met a local chiropractor who encouraged 
Bob to enrol for chiropractic college in 
Minneapolis where he studied for four years.
 On summer breaks from college he tried 
his hand as a debt collector and worked as 
a receptionist for a chiropractor who taught 
him a lot about developing X-rays.
 Bob joined the Pipestone National Guard 
when he was 18 and recalls being summoned 
to open the armoury and issue weapons for 
a riot at Sioux Falls Prison.
 “I was necking at the drive-in and said to 
my friend, ‘duty, honour, country first’. What 
rot, I was scared shitless and relieved when 
we didn’t have to go.”
 At 22 Bob started a chiropractic business 
which didn’t do well due to its location and 
his inexperience, so he went to work in an 
established practice for the next four years.
 “The war in Vietnam was hotting up so 
I decided to go on active duty and see the 
world.”
 After basic and advanced infantry training, 
he was assigned as an aide, driver and 
radio operator for a southern one-star army 
general, Randy Dickens.
 The cushy life at division headquarters 
ended in 1965 when he accompanied 
Dickens to Tan Son Nhat Airbase in Saigon 
Vietnam where the general had to oversee 
the deployment of 10,000 soldiers.
 Bob flew in the general’s chopper to inspect 
combat troops and special forces inside the 

Cambodian border and across Vietnam, 
and came under attack from the Viet Cong 
when they landed during a battle at a jungle 
outpost.
 It was a fierce firefight and for Bob and 
the general it was their first experience 
of combat. For his courage during the 
engagement Bob received the first of several 
medals he would earn during his army career.
 Working for a general had its perks; fine 
dining, listening in as four-star General 
William Westmoreland planned the war’s 
progress and driving around movie stars 
such as Kim Novak who came to entertain 
the troops with comedian Bob Hope.
 After six months in Vietnam, General 
Dickens retired but ensured that Bob’s 
ambition to become an officer was expedited.
 At Officer Candidates’ School in Georgia, 
Bob was given a hard time because he had 
served as an enlisted man, but he kept his head 
down, became an officer and was despatched 
to Germany where he participated in Cold 
War games on the Czechoslovakian border.
 Bob met his Australian wife Lyn in 
Germany and they married there in 1968. 
Soon after, Bob was promoted to captain.
 “We were at war and promotions came 
fast.”
 The newly married couple moved to 
Heidelberg where Bob was assigned to four-
star General Leonidas Polk’s office where 
he read messages from The Pentagon in 
Washington and assigned appropriate staff 
action.
 The Mattins were considering living in 
Australia and to achieve this Bob signed up 
for another tour of duty in Vietnam in 1970 
where he commanded 130 men from all 
walks of life.
 “Coming from a rural background helped 
me to relate to the men.”
 They would spend three weeks in the 
jungle ambushing the Viet Cong, and one 
encounter where they retrieved a large cache 
of stolen flour from the enemy resulted 
in Bob receiving the Cross of Gallantry 
with a Bronze Star from the Vietnamese 
Government. 
 By now, Lyn was living in Perth and wrote 
daily letters to Bob who was finally reunited 
with her six months later on his first R&R 
trip to Sydney.
 On his second R&R break, Bob visited Lyn 
in Perth and immediately saw the potential 

Retired chiropractor Bob Mattin sits on a US barber shop shoe-shine stool he used as a boy.

Shoe-shine boy flew with the generals

of establishing a chiropractic business.
 Bob still had to serve five more months in 
the army, so he settled for a position at US 
Army Headquarters in Tokyo Japan.
 Lyn joined him and they enjoyed Japan so 
much they stayed on for two and half years.
 The first of their two sons was born in 
Tokyo in 1972. Bob was discharged from the 
army a year later and set about establishing 
a chiropractic clinic in Joondanna where 
he treated Perth Wild Cats players, sports 
broadcaster Dennis Cometti and state tennis 
team members at Wembley Downs.
 Chiropractors were few and far between 
in those days and Bob worked as a locum 
in Kalgoorlie and Esperance as well as 
maintaining the Joondanna clinic.
 To complete his 20-year army reserve 
service he trained with the Australian Army 
Reserves where he was told in no uncertain 
terms that promotions were not handed out 
as readily as in the US Army.
 Bob shrugged it off and became a major. 
He enjoyed being back in uniform and 

participating in tactical training missions 
which introduced him to the Avon Valley.
 In 1977 the couple bought a 40ha block 
in Toodyay where they intended to build 
a log cabin, but they ended up buying the 
dilapidated 1895 Newcastle Hospital where 
they established a home and clinic.
 By the 1980s, Bob owned clinics in 
Joondanna, Toodyay and York, but the couple 
also decided to buy Ye Olde Quindinning 
Inne 200km south of Perth which they helped 
to run on weekends for four years.
 Bob was also a senior clinician at Murdoch 
University, presented papers internationally 
and has received professional recognition for 
his contribution to chiropractic.
 Is there any sign of Bob slowing up? If 
the shiny red Vespa scooter in his garage is 
any indication – not really. While Lyn died 
a couple of years ago, he still plays tennis 
and golf, gardens, goes dancing, travels and 
enjoys a drink.
 “The world is your oyster – if you stay 
focussed.”

Michael Sinclair-Jones

FEDERAL rail safety investigators are 
examining a fatal train crash that disrupted 
freight and passenger services on the busy 
east-west rail link through Toodyay on 
Christmas Eve.
 The line was closed for three days after a 
freight train ran into the rear of a stationary 
grain train at Jumperkine, about 25km east 
of Perth.
 The collision occurred at 2am on December 
24 after both trains had passed through 
Toodyay on their way to Perth.
 The front of the Pacific National locomotive 
cabin was crushed by the impact which 
upended the rear wagon of the grain train 
and spilled tonnes of grain onto the track.
 Emergency crews worked day and night 
over the Christmas break to clear the line.
 AvonLink and Prospector passengers were 
switched to road coaches on Christmas Eve.
 No AvonLink or Prospector services were 
scheduled to run on Christmas Day and 
Boxing Day, and the line was reopened on 
December 27.
Continued Page 9.

Fatal rail crash at  Jumperkine.

Fatal crash after 
train passes 

through Toodyay
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Dodging bullets
OUR COMMUNITY owes a huge debt to 
the handful of local volunteer firefighters 
who readily risk their lives at a moment’s  
notice to keep us all safe.
 Their courage is underscored by the 
deaths of 34 people, including at least three 
volunteer firefighters, in bushfires that have 
ravaged the eastern states this summer.
 Local firefighter John Hansen says 
Toodyay “dodged a bullet” last month 
when a big bushfire threatened to destroy 
dozens of homes south of the town.
 The Shire of Toodyay’s new $1 million 
State grant to help reduce bushfire risk 
(story Page 7) should help ease the danger.
 But it doesn’t rule out a lack of common 
sense by people who persist in using 
dangerous tools on hot, windy days.
 Local police are urging everyone to get 
free mobile phone alerts for hot works and 
harvest bans (Police Beat, Page 6).
 Another way to reduce risk may be to 
place signs on public roads to warn against 
tossing cigarette butts from car windows.
 Regardless of whether you believe in 
climate change or not, our weather appears 
to be getting drier and hotter, and we must 
all learn to adapt to survive.

Unruly rump
SOME Toodyay shire councillors seem yet 
to accept the result of last year’s elections.
 They held majority sway on the previous 
council and ignored ratepayers’ concerns 
on hot-button issues such as rate increases.
 Some behave now as if the election didn’t 
happen and they’re still in charge.
 It wouldn’t matter if everyone in the 
chamber was elected the same way because 
democracy enshrines an equal voice for all.
 But unlike the six councillors elected last 
October, the other three have never faced a 
proper ballot involving all voters.
 And the one who seems to be leading 
the opposition to change wasn’t elected by 
anyone at all.
 Add to that rumours of persistent sniping 
behind the scenes and resistance from the 
top level of administration and you have a 
recipe for ongoing rancour and division.
 We’ve had enough of that in recent years 
and most people are sick of it.
 President Bill Manning set a high 
standard last year when he resigned from 
the council to recontest his seat despite 
having another two years to serve under an 
old ward system that excluded most voters.
 Others who sat tight in self-righteous 
justification now lack the moral authority 
to say or do anything credible until they 
too face all electors for the first time.
 Voters spoke clearly last October that 
they wanted change.
 It’s time those who have never contested 
a full election pulled their heads in and let 
the new council get on with it.

Michael Sinclair-Jones
Editor

LETTERS

Chris led in time of crisis
IT WAS sad to hear about Chris Firns’ 
passing.
 He was someone who always had 
Toodyay’s interests at heart.
 I would like to record the following and 
express thanks for Chris’s actions on the 
first and following days of our catastrophic 
bushfire in 2009.
 As Toodyay Shire President, Chris 
played a leading role in the emergency 
recovery process working as the shire 
representative liaising with Julie Brown, 
the Emergency Welfare Officer with the 
Northam-based Department of Child 
Protection.
 Chris worked tirelessly helping to organise 
food and emergency accommodation for 
evacuees and supported the volunteers 
during the long days that followed.
 Those early days were crucial for 
providing immediate assistance.
 Subsequently, the official Toodyay 
Bushfire Recovery Committee was set 
up with representatives of local and state 
government agencies, the Salvation Army, 
Red Cross and other groups.
 As part of this, the Toodyay Bushfire 
Recovery Team was established, and 
co-ordinated by former shire councillor 
Charlie Wroth.
 We owe a lot to Chris, Charlie, and all 
the volunteers, for the part they played in 
Toodyay’s ongoing recovery.

Dr Robyn Taylor
Professional Historian (MPHA)

Toodyay

Overwhelming support
ON BEHALF of my family and myself, 
I would like to take this opportunity to 
write to The Herald to thank those in the 
community who have supported me after 
my dismissal as a volunteer for St John’s 
Ambulance.
 We as a family have been overwhelmed 
with the kindness and compassion shown 
towards us during these past difficult 
months.
 We are amazed at the lengths of concern 
that some have shown and their continued 
support.
 For an organisation such as St John’s 
which relies so heavily on volunteers, it 
reflects very poorly on their management 
that volunteers are not able to raise 
concerns that they face while on the job, 
without fear of backlash or reprisal.
 I have no doubt that the bullying and 
intimidation directed at myself was 
initiated within management at the 

Regional Office (in Northam).
 I have thoroughly enjoyed my 39 years 
of volunteering as an ambulance officer, 
serving the community of Toodyay.
 I have gained so many new skills and 
confidence and met some truly wonderful 
people and made lifelong friendships.
 Please continue to support the volunteers 
as it still is a very difficult time for them 
as well at the Toodyay sub-centre.

Charlie Wroth
Julimar

We have your back Charlie
IT IS with heartfelt thanks I am writing this 
to the supporters of Charlie Wroth.
 There are too many of you to thank 
personally for your individual efforts but 
please be assured you are all in our hearts 
and minds.
 As Charlie’s sister, I was stunned to hear 
of his treatment by St John Ambulance WA 
(SAJA).
 He was shattered.
 Please keep emailing those who can 
make a difference, as we cannot let this 
fade away.
 Charlie is prohibited from speaking out, 
so please continue to be his voice.
 SJAWA is deepening the chasm between 
paid and volunteer ambulance officers. 
 We cannot allow this to happen to all 
the wonderful volunteers from all walks 
of life.
 “We have your back Charlie” is a phrase 
I have heard from Charlie’s friends and 
former colleagues.
 From the bottom of my heart, thank you 
for standing by our special man.

Barb Thomson
Lesmurdie

Farmers Market thanks all
ON BEHALF of the Toodyay Farmers 
Market Committee I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank all at The Toodyay 
Herald for your ongoing support for the 
markets.
 We are coming up to our fifth anniversary 
this April and without people like 
yourselves supporting us, this milestone 
would not have been achieved.
 So again, thank you one and all.

Sue Wakka
Public Officer

Toodyay Farmers Market Committee

‘Horrific’ death for tame roo
ON THE early hours of 29 December 
2019, my friend’s kangaroo Free Beer 
was tragically run over and killed on West 
Toodyay Road.
 My friend Debbie Dymond adopted Free 
Beer and Bunji two years ago and raised 
them by hand on her property in Wooroloo.
 The kangaroos had to be fed at four-
hourly intervals and Debbie basically put 
her life on hold for two years to raise these 
beautiful creatures.
 Last month Debbie moved to a property 
on West Toodyay Road to fulfill her dream 
of ‘rewilding’ her kangaroos.
 Tragically Free Beer wandered onto 
the road and was killed in horrific 
circumstances.
 While I would never condone anyone 
swerving to miss wildlife on the road – it 
is possible to lose control of the car – I 
urge drivers to use caution when driving 
in areas known for wildlife activity.
 If kangaroos are sighted near the road it 
is possible to slow down in advance.
 If a kangaroo is inadvertently hit, it is 
preferable to pull over and check on the 
animal.
 A ranger can attend to euthanise an injured 
animal so they don’t suffer unnecessarily, 
and pouches can be checked for joeys.
 Free Beer was a totally tame and loving 
kangaroo,
 He would have been sitting near the road 
calmly checking things out and his death 
was avoidable and unnecessary.
 His sibling Bunji is so traumatised she 
spends her days by Debbie’s side or lying 
down on Free Beer’s grave.
 I hope this article raises awareness about 
wildlife, especially with so many bush 
creatures lost in recent bushfires and I urge 
drivers to be vigilant on the road and avoid 
unnecessary deaths.

Sara Whincup
Kalgoorlie WA

Please send your letters to: news@toodyayherald.com.au

The way we were – This undated photo shows a local cricket team from a bygone era. Names written in black ink on the reverse are: (standing, 
possibly from left) Tom Fleay, Bryce McMeakin, H. Donegan, Bill Watson, Keith McAuliffe, Laurie Chitty and Peter Yelland, (seated) unknown, 
Mrs Yelland, Bert Yelland, Milty Leeder and Laurie Hill. Mrs Yelland is thought to be holding a scorebook. Photo: Newcastle Gaol Museum.

The Toodyay Herald invites you to have 
your say in our letters page. Please 
email us at news@toodyayherald.com.au 
with your full name, address and phone 
number. Letters that are short, sharp and 
to the point about topical local issues are 
preferred. The Herald reserves the right 
to edit letters for length, grammar and 
punctuation.
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supported

The committee of The Toodyay Herald Inc. and volunteers are 
most appreciative that Lotterywest was able to provide us with a 

grant to streamline our operating system.

Kids revel in summer splash party at the park
About 100 happy kids frolicked on this Duidgee Park water slide at a Summer Splash 
Party organised by the Toodyay Resource Centre last month. The event was supported by 
the Shire of Toodyay and organisers hope to make it an annual family summer fun event.

Michael Sinclair-Jones

SHIRE of Toodyay has been officially 
warned of a significant adverse trend in its 
financial position.
 The warning by independent auditors 
Moore Stephens says key performance 
measurements in shire financial reports 
have failed to meet State Government audit 
standards for the past three years.
 “In our opinion, there is a significant 
adverse trend in the financial position of 
the shire,” Moore Stephens auditor Wen-
Shien Chai wrote in a management report 
addressing legal and regulatory requirements 
published on the last page of the shire’s latest 
annual report.
 “The operating surplus ratio and asset 
sustainability ratio has been below the 
DLGSCI (State Department of Local 
Government, Sport and Cultural Industries) 
standard for the past three years.”
 The statement appears to contradict the 
auditor’s cover letter which says: “We 
noted no matters we wish to draw to your 
attention.”
 To add to the confusion, the shire’s 
three-year Corporate Business Plan shows 
target ratios as percentages, but its financial 
statements report them as decimal figures.
 The discrepancies were not noted in Shire 
CEO Stan Scott’s recommendation to adopt 
the audit report, which was carried 8-0 at last 
month’s council meeting.
 However, the council voted 8-0 to refer a 
management report containing the warning 
to the audit committee “for consideration”.
 The shire’s three-year corporate business 
plan says an operating surplus ratio is a 
financial indicator of the “extent to which 
revenues raised cover operational expenses 
only or are available for capital funding 
purposes”.
  The desired trend/target is “10 per cent 
or greater” but the shire’s latest financial 
statements show it as “(0.12)” – brackets in 
financial statements usually mean a deficit.
 The figure for 2018 was (0.21), and it was 
(0.24) in 2017 and (0.47) in 2016.
 The shire’s corporate business plan also 
says that the desired trend/target for its asset 
sustainability ratio is “90 per cent or greater” 
but financial statements show 0.58 in 2018, 
0.74 in 2017 and 0.67 in 2016.
 CEO Stan Scott made no reference to 

the audit warning in his introduction to the 
shire’s new 130-page annual report.
 However, President Bill Manning raised it 
in his accompanying foreword.
 “The operating surplus ratio measures 
the local government’s ability to cover 
its operational costs and have revenues 
available for capital funding and other 
purposes,” President Manning said.
 “The asset sustainability ratio indicates 
whether a local government is replacing or 
renewing non-financial assets at the same 
rate that its overall asset stock is wearing out.
 “The issue will need to be taken into 
account when reviewing the long-term 
financial plan in 2020 and when setting 
future budgets.”
 The auditor’s warning was published at the 
end of the shire annual report after 50 pages 
of figures and complex accounting details.
 Previous annual reports appear to show 
that the shire failed to meet operating surplus 
ratio targets for the past seven years.
 “We had a beautiful audit with nothing 
in it,” Mr Scott told last month’s council 
meeting.
 President Manning said that if it contained 
nothing, then Moore Stephens should be 
asked for permission to publicly release a 
concluding memorandum, which Mr Scott 
said was marked ‘confidential’.
 A motion for its release was carried 8-0.
 Councillors also voted 8-0 for a motion by 
new Audit Committee Chair Beth Ruthven, 
seconded by Deputy President Rosemary 
Madacsi, to refer the audit management 
report – including the warning – to the 
committee for further consideration.
 The annual report will be open to public 
questions at an annual meeting of electors 
in the council chamber in Fiennes Street at 
7pm on Tuesday February 18.

Audit warning may 
affect shire budget

From Page 1.
TOODYAY Road was again closed last 
month – this time for 20 hours from 5pm on 
January 8 – as metro and rural firefighting 
units rushed to the new fire after a 38C day.
 They spent the next 31 hours battling to 
contain and control the blaze before it was 
safe for crews to leave.
 Local farmers with mobile water tanks 
helped fire crews using heavy earthmoving 
machinery to clear containment lines as a 
fleet of water bombers worked overhead.
 The fire burnt out 90ha and reached the 
edge of a farmhouse, which fire crews were 
able to defend and save.
 No homes were lost and mopping up 
operations lasted another two weeks.
 “It was scary, scary, scary – the worst fire 
I have ever faced,” local firefighter John 
Hansen said.
 “If not for the Helitacs (helicopter water 
bombers) and ground crews able to clear a 

line in front of the fire, it would have been a 
total nightmare, a complete disaster.
 “We dodged a bullet that day.”
 Police said last month’s fire “most likely” 
started when a cigarette butt was thrown 
from a passing car on Toodyay Road.
 The fire was first reported by a motorist 
driving towards Toodyay.
 Local volunteer bushfire brigades had to 
rush to another fire near a rural residential 
subdivision on last month’s Australia Day 
Monday public holiday when a Wicklow 
Road property owner allegedly used an angle 
grinder during a shire hot works and harvest 
ban.
 The fire burnt half a hectare and is being 
investigated by Toodyay police for potential 
prosecution.
 Acting Sgt Kevan French said all Toodyay 
residents should register to receive shire 
works and harvest ban notices on their 
phones by texting ‘BANS’ to 0408 017 439.

‘We dodged a bullet – it was scary’

Continued from Page 1.
THE INQUIRY draft report is understood to 
be hundreds of pages long.
 A Government spokesperson said a 
“senior authorised officer” had reviewed 
the draft report and forwarded it to the State 
Solicitor’s Office for assessment.
 The Town of Cambridge and Shire of 
Wiluna are undergoing similar inquiries.

Shire inquiry report sent to 
State Solicitor’s Office
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Hoon driver loses car after cop shop burn-out

DOING a burn-out in front of the police 
station after visiting the pub next door proved 
costly for a hoon driver last month.
 Officers working night shift dashed 
to the front window when they heard 
tyres squealing outside at 10.21pm on a 
Wednesday but weren’t quick enough to spot 
the offender.
 However, Toodyay’s new shire-owned 
video security system captured a Toyota 
Hilux ute burning rubber as it turned out 
of the hotel driveway towards Newcastle 
Bridge.
 Another shire camera with new number 
plate recognition near the Shell service 
station identified the vehicle owner as an 
Ellenbrook man in his early 30s.
 Perth police went to the man’s address, 
established that he was the offending driver 
and impounded his car on the spot, causing 
it to be towed away.
 The man was given 28 days to pay $1000 
to get his ute back or forfeit ownership.
 He was also charged with ‘causing a 
vehicle to make excessive noise or smoke’ 
and appeared at the Midland Magistrate’s 
Court, where he was fined $200 and docked 
two demerit points.

Stolen cars easier to trace
NEW NUMBER plate recognition has also 
helped Northam detectives to check for 
stolen vehicles passing through Toodyay.
 The new system records the number plate 
of every car that enters or leaves Toodyay.
 Police can use a computer keyboard to 
search for a particular number plate and 
obtain a photo of that vehicle and the date 
and time it passed through town.
 The new system narrows down searches 
to a particular time and frees valuable 
police resources because officers no longer 
need to check through many hours of video 
recordings to find what they want.

Free SMS fire alerts urged
LOCAL police are urging all Toodyay 
residents to subscribe to free mobile phone 
alerts for shire hot works and harvest bans 
after a brush cutter started a potentially 
life-threatening bushfire that prompted 
an emergency evacuation alert for nearby 
homes and a caravan park.(See Page 1 story.)
 A farm worker using the brush cutter two 
weeks before Christmas was unaware that 
the shire had issued a hot works ban that 
morning.

Stolen bobcat on a twin-axle trailer stranded by two shredded tyres.
 People can register to receive automatic 
shire SMS notices of hot works and harvest 
bans on their mobile phones by sending the 
text message BANS to 0408 017 439. 
 Mobile phones can also be used to get 
Alert2Me local bushfire emergency warnings 
and updates.
 The free app enables users to set a watch 
area inside any radius on a map or within 
three set points of their choice. 
 Police are urging everyone to keep a 
watchful eye out for fires and to dial 000 
immediately if they see smoke or flames.
 Messages should not be left on the Toodyay 
Fire Station answering machine because the 
service is run by volunteers and the station 
may be unattended.
Drug phone reveals contacts

A 60-YEAR-OLD Goomalling man was 
charged with drug dealing after a sealed 
plastic bag containing methamphetamine 
crystals worth about $7000 was found in 
his vehicle during a police random roadside 
test for alcohol and drugs in Toodyay early 
last month.
 The drugs were found in the vehicle’s 

glovebox after the driver tested positive for 
amphetamines.
 Police also found a sharpened Samurai 
sword and a kitchen knife in the vehicle.
 The seven grams of crystal meth seized 
represented about 70 doses or ‘hits’, each 
worth about $100 on the street.  
 The man was charged with possession of 
an illegal drug with intent to sell or supply, 
having ready access to illegal drugs and 
weapons, and driving with illegal drugs in 
his system.
 Police also obtained access to all phone 
numbers, call records, text messages and 
emails stored on the man’s mobile phone.
 The content was downloaded to a police 
computer under State legislation that allows 
law enforcement officers to examine mobile 
phone records and other material relevant to 
criminal investigations.
 Inquiries are continuing.

Unlocked sheds invite theft
ALL PROPERTY owners are urged to 
lock their homes and sheds and report any 
sightings of suspicious behaviour that may 
be related to recent burglaries.
 Many older farmers don’t bother to lock 
their sheds and often leave power tools such 
as chainsaws, brush cutters and mowers 
unsecured.
 A water pump was stolen in one recent 
theft.
 Burglaries sometimes go unreported for 
weeks when hobby farmers and weekenders 
leave for extended periods and don’t secure 
their properties.
 The problem is growing as fewer people 
these days know their neighbours.
 Any sightings of suspicious vehicles 
or strangers hanging about should be 
reported to local police on 9574 9555 or to 
Crimestoppers WA on 1800 333 000.

The seven grams of seized crystal meth  is the 
equivalent of about 70 doses or ‘hits’, each 
worth about $100 on the street.

Facebook finds bobcat owner
THE MORANGUP Community Facebook 
page has helped police find the owner of a 
stolen bobcat that was discovered when a 
twin-axle trailer broke down after shredding 
two tyres near Toodyay Road last month.
 A local police officer noticed the disabled 
trailer at the Morangup turn-off on his way 
to work.
 He found two men at the scene when he 
returned later to investigate.
 Two trailer tyres were shredded because the 
bobcat was too heavy for it, and motorists 
had complained that it was being towed at 
40km/h in a 100km/h speed zone.
 The trailer was found to be unlicensed and 
the bobcat could not be identified.
 Further police inquiries revealed that 
the bobcat had been stolen and hidden in 
bushland near a gravel pit off Julimar Road.
 Police inspected the site and found tracks 
into the bush where the bobcat had been 
loaded onto a trailer.
 Two men were charged with possessing the 
stolen bobcat, the driver tested positive for 
amphetamines and another charge was laid 
for towing an unlicensed trailer.
 However, the owner of the bobcat remained 
a mystery until police posted a photo of it on 
the Morangup Community Facebook page.
 A Perth man recognised caterpillar tracks 
that he had fitted to it and the Bullsbrook 
owner woke on a Sunday morning to a call 
that his missing bobcat had been found.
 Ownership of the trailer is still being 
investigated.

SaferToodyay
Desraé Clarke

THE SHIRE’S January newsletter has an 
excellent article titled “Violence against women 
– stop it at the start” and gives the web reference 
respect.gov.au/community.
 SaferToodyay has been promoting Choose 
Respect with the same message to respect yourself 
 Where does respect begin?
 It begins from earliest childhood. Children are 
sponges for learning and with their parents as role 
models they soak up what the parents do, and 
allow, because they look to them for guidance.
 Teach your youngsters respect from the earliest 
age possible; respect for people will progress to 
respect for property and it will result in them being 
welcomed and loved by everyone.
 The Choose Respect logo can be seen around 
town and the Toodyay Shire was the first to sign 
up to support the program.
 Since that launch, a number of Toodyay 
businesses have shown interest in the concept 
and have joined.
 Call 000 for emergencies only. The police 
assistance number is 131 444.
 Suspicious behaviour can be reported to 
Crimestoppers 1800 333 000.
 Report graffiti to 1800 442 255 or visit 
goodbyegraffiti.wa.gov.au.

Good behaviour 
starts at home
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St John Toodyay 
Heather Appleby

THE TOODYAY St John Sub-Centre 
does things a little differently, and our 
Christmas Party was held on January 18.
 Everyone is so busy prior to Christmas 
that a January celebration has become 
standard for us.
 This year we presented Charlie Wroth 
with a Life Membership to the Toodyay 
Sub-Centre – an award well-deserved in 
recognition of his outstanding service to 
our community over 39 years.
 Saturday February 8 sees the return of 
our  monthly Provide First Aid courses, 
with the next one to be held on Saturday 
March 7 (see advertisement below).
 Also commencing this month are training 
courses for all our volunteers.
 If you have a first aid kit and over the 
holidays you have used the odd bandage, 
sticking plaster, alcohol wipe, or anything 
else, you can have the kit re-stocked.
 In addition, if your first aid kit has been 
around for a few years, some of the items 
may be out of date, so bring your bag into 

Ambos do things a little differently for Christmas

Michael Sinclair-Jones

TOODYAY’S new shire council has moved 
to strip CEO Stan Scott of his power to hire 
and fire senior staff without council approval.
 It set Mr Scott directly at odds with new 
Shire President Bill Manning who proposed 
after last October’s elections that the council 
should be involved in decisions about 
appointments to the shire’s highest-paid jobs.
 Mr Scott is due to finish in July after failing 
last year to secure a longer contract following 
a former council decision last year not to 
renew his contract at all.
 The resignation of former Cr Craig Brook 
prompted an acrimonious backflip involving 
three councillors who did not re-contest 
the October election, thus costing Mr Scott 
majority support on the new council.
 Mr Scott wrote a six-page report to last 
month’s council meeting urging councillors 
to reject President Manning’s proposal.
 He said private industry supported a “clear 
separation of powers” between elected 
members and employed staff.
 He quoted from a regional industry group 
submission that “it is imperative that there 
is a clear understanding by all of their 
responsibilities and boundaries”.
 The WA Local Government Association 
(WALGA), which represents councils, and 
Local Government Professionals WA, which 
represents staff and of which Mr Scott is 
listed as Avon Branch Deputy President, 
supported this view too, he said.
 However, both lobby groups failed last 
year to change local government law when 
the State Government withdrew its contested 
amendment to abolish council control over 
‘Senior Employees’.
 The roles  of  Corporate  Services 
Manager Chileya Luangala, Planning and 
Development Manager Kobus Nieuwoudt, 
Works and Services Manager Scott Patterson 
and Community Development Manager 
Audrey Bell fall into that category.
 None of them were previously designated 
in Toodyay as “Senior Employees”.
 The shire’s latest annual report shows that 
each of the shire’s four senior managers earn 
$100,000-$130,000 a year, and Mr Scott gets 
$180,000-$190,000 a year.

 Mr Scott said the overwhelming view of 
key industry bodies and the State Government 
was that the “Senior Employees” clause was 
an anachronism and should be removed.
 He said it was still “likely to be removed” 
in future legislative amendments and 
recommended “that council NOT designate 
any employees as Senior Employees”.
‘Delving into administration’

 Mr Scott’s recommendation was moved by 
Cr Brian Rayner and seconded by Cr Therese 
Chitty.
 Cr Rayner said the current system had 
worked successfully for many years – 
changing it would result in the council 
“delving into administration”.

 President Manning said employing senior 
staff involved “important, critical decisions 
and I believe the council should have some 
say in those appointments and decisions”.
 “It was put to Parliament to remove those 
provisions but didn’t get through despite 
being government policy,” he said.
 Mr Scott’s recommendation to keep his 
power to hire and fire senior staff without 
council approval was lost 5-3 (Cr Ben Bell 
on leave), with only Crs Rayner, Paula 
Greenway and Phil Hart backing Mr Scott.
 Cr Greenway requested that the councillors’ 
names and votes be recorded in the minutes.
 A second motion to designate the top 
four shire management roles as “Senior 
Employees” was moved by Cr Beth Ruthven 

and seconded by Deputy President Rosemary 
Madacsi.
 Deputy President Madacsi said that if there 
was “friction or an issue thing when a person 
is dismissed” the council had a responsibility 
to become involved.
 Cr Greenway said she disagreed.
 Mr Scott said the change “amounts to a 
power of veto”.
 His view was rejected 5-3 with President 
Manning, Deputy President Madacsi, and 
Crs Chitty, Ruthven and Hart voting in 
favour on the motion, and Crs Rayner, 
Greenway and Sue Pearce against.
 Cr Greenway again asked that their names 
be recorded.
See Editorial Page 4.

Council strips CEO of power to hire and fire

our sub-centre and we will check it out for 
you and replenish your kit or offer you a 
new one at a great price.
 The Community Transport Service 
(CTS) has continued to run over the festive 
season and early in the new year, with the 
vehicle being booked nearly every day.
 If you need transport to a medical 
appointment, whether it be to Toodyay, 
Northam or a Perth Hospital, our volunteer 
drivers will get you there and back at a very 
reasonable cost.
 Give us as much notice as possible of 
your appointment day and time, phone 
0418 918 192 and we will make a booking 
for you.
 If you have attended, and passed, the 
Provide First Aid course and would be 
interested in helping out at First Aid Posts 
for local events, please contact Carolynne 
at the sub-centre on 9574 2390.
 You will have seen our ambulances at 
community events (the Australia Day 
Breakfast for one), and our officers are 
there to treat minor injuries only – anything 
major will see another ambulance called 
in.

 The only other requirement is that you 
register as a St John Volunteer. This can 
be easily completed online.
 You would be working with a qualified 
officer, be putting your training into 
practice, helping your community, and 
freeing up at least one qualified ambulance 
volunteer to attend other call-outs.
 If you have any queries, or would like to 
purchase a St John membership, call into 
our sub-centre during working hours, or 
phone Carolynne on 9574 2390.

THE SHIRE of Toodyay has secured a $1 
million State Government grant to help 
reduce bushfire risk.
 The money will be used to reduce fuel 
loads in shire reserves, improve fire access 
tracks and remove invasive weeds and 
grasses.
 Project coordinator John Hansen said 
most of the shire reserves were in Coondle, 
Julimar, Majestic Heights and Morangup.

Toodyay gets $1m to 
reduce bushfire risk
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Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Coondle-Nunile
Max J Heath

WELL here we go for another year.
 We at Coondle-Nunile hope that all had a 
safe and great Christmas and New Year.
 We are now firmly ensconced in our new 
premises on the main Bindi Bindi-Toodyay 
Road.
 The new building has had a few teething 
problems, but it is something that I for one 
never thought I would see in our brigade’s 
history.
 To attend a meeting with air conditioners 
going is a pleasure.
 We still have quite a bit to do, get photos 
up and so on.
 At our January meeting, quite a bit of 
discussion came up regarding the purchase 
of electric chain saws, as petrol ones are not 
allowed on the units.
 We’re looking at purchasing a battery-
powered angle grinder to make it easier to 
access some locked properties when the need 
arises.

APPLICATIONS for the 2020 National 
Volunteer Week Grants, supported by 
Lotterywest, are now open.
 Volunteer organisations in WA can apply 
for a grant of up to $1000 to organise 
an event which recognises and thanks 
volunteers during National Volunteer Week 
May 18-24.
 Last year several Wheatbelt organisations, 
including The Toodyay Herald, were 
successful in securing funds.
 S u b m i s s i o n s  c a n  b e  m a d e  a t 
volunteeringwa.org.au/nvw before Sunday 
March 8.
  Please send enquiries to Naz Macri at 
nazreen@volunteeringwa.org.au.

Funds available 
to thank vollies

Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade 
Bejoording
From the desk of The Badger

WE OPENED our last column for 2019 with 
this: “The fire season is definitely upon us 
and if we have the predicted long hot and 
dry summer, there is a great risk to our 
community if we don’t acknowledge it’s a 
time for extra vigilance.
 “We have seen enough devastation on the 
other side of the country.”
 Never were truer words spoken with a  
number of call outs in January.
 Some were standdowns but there were a 
few quite serious incidents, including one 
in December.
 We may be a relatively small brigade, but 
we punched above our weight in terms of 
fielding crews, in one case for four shifts.
 So, a big thankyou to all the Bejoording 
members and for the terrific effort you put 
in.
 A big welcome to new member Dave 
Cowell – we’re pleased to have you on board.
 Luke Cox may be in the army and based 
interstate, but we are pleased that he has 
reactivated his membership and already 
made himself available and seen active fire 
service during his Christmas home leave 
— as he has promised to do on all his visits 
home.
 Our next regular meeting will be at the shed 
on Friday February 21 at 6pm.
 Members will be advised of training 
sessions, but we anticipate that the first 
Sunday of every month will continue, with 
our next session (after you read this) on 
Sunday March 1 at 2pm.
 Last but by no means least, we thank the 
Toodyay Op Shop for its generous donation, 
which we will put to good use.
 The volunteers at the Op Shop do a terrific 
job, they’re always cheerful and they raise 
lots of money for the fire brigades of the 
district and other worthy causes.
 The Bejoording Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade asks you to be vigilant and careful 
using any tools or vehicles with the potential 
to cause a fire.
 Remember to always plan and prepare for 
fire and to have a clear contingency strategy 
in place should things get out of control.
 Fires can be a catastrophic risk to people, 
animals and property, so take care.
 Advice is free but getting it wrong can be 
expensive.
 If you have any questions remember you 
can contact captain Brian Rigby on 0417 984 
324, or The Badger on 0414 250 484.
 Please leave a message if we’re not there.

Firmly esconced in new headquarters
Toodyay and Julimar brigade tankers help fight last month’s big bushfire on Toodyay Road. Photo: Frank Panizza.

Punching above 
our weight

Intrepid captain Brian Rigby after completing 
two shifts at last month’s Toodyay Road fire.

 The brigade is also looking into the 
purchase of a thermal imaging camera to 
assist in locating fire hot spots.
 Also discussed at the meeting was asking 
Philip Hay and Craig Stewart to once 
again attend a meeting to further discuss 
if we should become a Department of Fire 
Emergency Services brigade.
 We have had some new members sign 
up and would like to welcome back to our 
midst Steve Conway, and also new members 
Clint Friker, Heather McNamarra, and Steve 
Tunnicliffe.
 There are a couple more I will catch up 
with to welcome next month, so you won’t 
be left out folks.
 Fire-wise since the last Herald it has been 

quite busy with a structure fire, Toodyay 
Road fire and several other callouts.
 A debrief was held with Toodyay Fire and 
Rescue regarding the structure fire and a 
lot of information came out of this, mostly 
positive.
 I believe there will also be a debrief about 
the Toodyay Road fire.
 This fire occupied everyone for a few days 
and created an impressive spectacle on the 
oval with all the Helitacs there, including the 
big Erickson.
 Well, that is about all from Coondle-Nunile 
for now and we look forward to you assisting 
us by looking out for arsonists who can 
cause harm and to make sure that all your 
properties are safe and accessible to us.

The 2019 National Drowning Report found people in 
regional and remote areas are 2.3 times more likely to 
drown than those in the metropolitan area. Noting the 
disproportionate number of drownings in regional 
areas, The Nationals have pledged Royalties for 
Regions funding to offer free VacSwim classes for 
those in regional WA if returned to government next 
year. This policy was developed with the support of 
Royal Lifesaving WA with an aim of doubling 
VacSwim participation rates. The program would 
also see classes offered at more regional locations. 
Since the McGowan Labor government took office, 
costs for VacSwim have increased by 120 percent 
and early start programs have been dropped from 
some centres. 

I fully appreciate the safety risks, interruption to 
business and sheer frustration that goes with 
unreliable mobile reception. After many complaints 
about poor mobile service late last year, I wrote to the 
Federal Communications Minister, Paul Fletcher 
asking that he investigate the drop in mobile signal 
strength. The issue of mobile performance is further 
exacerbated as many households no longer have a 
landline, leaving them vulnerable when mobile 
performance is unreliable. 

Can I take this opportunity to wish you well for 2020 in 
this the first of my monthly columns for the year.  As 
your local Member of Parliament I am here to 
represent you on all state-related matters. Don't 
hesitate to contact my office in Dongara if you need 
assistance, either via phone – 9927 2733 or by email 
– MooreElectorate@mp.wa.gov.au

Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade 
Morangup
Sue Maddrell

THE MORANGUP brigade is still without 
a proper home.
 Renovation works are continuing with 
some rooms being painted and it looks like 

From left: Jeff Venn, Sue and Kim Maddrell, Ros Flower, Chas Fletcher, Judy and Mark 
Briggs and Vern Smith.

Judy and Mark Briggs were awarded life 
memberships at the brigade’s Christmas 
party.

... but others still homeless
it could still be several weeks before we can 
move back in.
 We are having our meetings in the 
community hall which is satisfactory but 
not the same as having our own building.
 Our annual Christmas barbecue for the 
community was held in December.
 On the night, Mark and Judy Briggs were 
presented with life membership badges and 
certificates which was a great surprise to 
them.
 Mark was our previous captain and Judy a 
firefighter; both still volunteer in Merredin’s 
Fire Rescue and also Merredin SES.
 It was a successful evening, and everyone 
had a great time. Thanks to the younger kids 
for helping draw the raffle prizes and to Joe 
for going table to table to sell the tickets.
 A few volunteers continued to go on 
deployment in December and into early 
January.
 With temperatures being so high in 
December and January, Toodyay was 
fortunate that the fires that did start 
were quickly extinguished. Some were 
extinguished over a few days and a combined 
effort and expert management helped greatly.
 The brigade meets every third Saturday 
of the month at 5.30pm with a barbecue to 
follow. BYO meat and a salad to share.
 Any inquiries please contact our captain 
Jeff Venn on 0417 714 798 or email 
captainmvbfb@gmail.com.

https://volunteeringwa.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=40871e08489fde8df51cb99bd&id=9b999eb684&e=11a32460a1
mailto:nazreen@volunteeringwa.org.au
mailto:captainmvbfb@gmail.com
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Bolgart News
Pam McGill

WELL over 200 people attended the 
resurrected Bolgart Bush Markets on 
December 1.
 Revived after a break of 15 years, the 
markets drew a crowd from Victoria Plains 
towns, Moora, Mandurah, Bindoon as well 
as metropolitan Perth suburbs.
 The Bolgart Hall and surrounds were abuzz 
with activities for the four hours the markets 

Bejoording Community Group
From the desk of The Badger

AS OUR regular readers can imagine, 
it’s been a relatively quiet period since 
our Christmas party with the shed closed 
for January and many members on 
holiday or otherwise preoccupied with 
visitors and family.
 Nevertheless, a few good fun social 
events have taken place with gatherings 
at people’s homes.
 Doug Colfer has managed a revolving 
pool competition that has moved from 
man cave to man cave over the holiday 
period, and by the time you read this 
there would have been a sizeable 
gathering for Australia Day at the home 
of Wendy and Colin Hoffman.
 Thanks to you both for hosting this 
event.
 Our annual Christmas Party was held 
at the shed on December 18 and a great 
time was had by all.
 A terrific turnout, excellent food, and 
a very successful raffle which raised a 
few bob for the groups coffers.
 When we meet for the first time on 
Wednesday February 5 we will have our 
usual robust planning discussion for this 
year’s events.
 Some past events that have been held 
regularly are likely to fade away as our 
demographic is changing.
 There are currently very few children 
around, they’ve all grown up, and some 
of us are ageing and a few members 
have moved away, and some new ones 
arrived.
 It all makes for a healthy community 
when there are some program changes 
made. Watch this space.
 It was a good end to the year, so here’s 
looking forward to an equally successful 
2020.
 Your monthly reminder. We meet 
every Wednesday evening (except in 
January) at the Bejoording Community 
Centre which shares premises with the 
local volunteer bush fire brigade in 
Bejoording Road.
 Come along from 6pm and leave when 
it suits you.
 It’s strictly ‘come as you are’ casual, 
kids are welcome, and there are fun 
events every month.
 If you aren’t yet a member, we’d love 
to get to know you.
 If you want to know more, you can 
contact President Barry Grey on 0428 
742 149 or call The Badger on 0414 250 
484.
 Hope to see you soon.

were open.
 The day raised $700 for the Goomalling-
Bolgart St John Ambulance Association 
Sub-Centre.
 The theme for the markets reflected a Bush 
Christmas, and included stalls with unique 
handmade gifts as well as delicacies for the 
festive table which were popular with buyers.
 Some talented new craftspeople were able 
to introduce their handiwork to the public.
 Organisers Barbara Mottershaw and 
Gwenda McGill were encouraged by the 
public response and plan another Christmas 
market in 2020, and maybe even another 
event at Bolgart in Autumn.

School certificate recipients
ACADEMIC Excellence: Junior, Joshua 
Cotter, Senior, Cassandra Edmonds, 
Josephine Edmonds.
 Endeavour: Junior, Mason Clarke, Senior, 
Michael Woodford.
 Laurie Graham Citizenship: Noah Clarke.
 Darren West Citizenship: Michael 
Woodford.
 SciTech/Woodside: Michael Woodford, 
Tristan Snooke, Murditch Budjar, Michael 
Woodford.
 Toodyay Agricultural Society Scholarship: 
Michael Woodford
 Attendance: Elise Edmonds, Joshua Cotter, 
Rose Moore, Noah Clarke.
 Country Women’s Association Art 
Award: Junior, Joshua Cotter, Senior, Jenae 
Woodhams.
 Congratulations to all award winners.
 Best of luck to students leaving Bolgart 
Primary School to embark on their next 
journey, some to boarding schools in Perth 
and others to local high schools.
 Bolgart Rural Merchandise owners Lester 
and Pip Snooke and Richard and Mandy 
Walker from Walkers Diesel Service held 
their combined Christmas Party on December 
20 at the Bolgart Sports Club.
 The Spanish-style catering was provided 
by Mr Paella from Perth with a selection of 

From left: Jenny Jones, Trich Hincliffe, Helen Crowhurst and Gwen Gentle from York won the Bolgart Ladies’ Gala Day bowls competition.

Resurrected bush markets a big hit

Too hot to handle
BOLGART Ladies Gala Day on December 
5 drew 56 bowlers.
 Unfortunately, the weather was extremely 
hot and they had to call play off after two 
games.
 After having a lovely lunch, there was a 
fun quiz to do while the day’s winners were 
decided. Everyone had an enjoyable day and 
a big thankyou to all the sponsors.
 The winning team from York were Gwen 
Gentle, Trich Hincliffe, Helen Crowhurst and 
Jenny Jones.
 Runners up, from Mundaring were Grace 
Snooke, Rosalie Jolly, Maxine Godbeer and 
Maureen Chitty.
  The Goomalling-Bolgart team of Les 
McPherson, Alice Robert, Daphne Schell 
and Nolene Kaszanski came third.
 Congratulations to all winners.

Mother and daughter Betty Lockyer and Stephane Penn enjoying the atmosphere at the 
Bolgart Bush Markets.

Molly Snooke. Photo: Lani McGeady.

Man caves host 
pool nights

CONGRATULATIONS to Molly Snooke 
who was announced joint winner of the 
Perpetual Shirley Ploog Personality Trophy 
when she performed at Toodyay Ballet 
School’s 25th annual recital in Perth in early 
December.
 She was also awarded 2020 Toodyay Ballet 
School Acrobatics Perpetual Trophy.

Trees turns it on
CWA members enjoyed a lovely Christmas 
lunch with a selection of cold meats, salads 
and sweets on December 11 at Tree’s Café.

Bread-making epic
THE WHOLE school got together for an epic 
bread making experience during which wheat 

seafood and chicken dishes for mains and 
churros for dessert.
 It was very interesting to watch them cook 
and serve the food, which was delicious, and 
everyone commented on what a great night 
it was.

was turned into delicious wholemeal bread.
 After baking, students worked to create 
flow charts detailing the supply chain 
from paddock to plate, then pondered the 
mathematics and science involved in the 
experience.
 This was a fantastic learning experience, 
and the bread was delicious.
 Thank you to the Clarke family for 
providing some wheat for this project.

500 attend driver’s funeral
Continued from Page 3.
FEDERAL rail safety officers are expected 
to take more than six months to complete  
their investigation and release a final report.
 The deceased 61-year-old train driver from 
Perth was employed by Pacific National, an 
Australian freight train operator based in 
Sydney.
 He had previously worked as a police 
officer, youth worker and train driver in New 
Zealand, and was a leading member of the 
Mormon Church in Perth.
 About 500 hundred mourners attended the 
deceased driver’s funeral in Greenmount last 
month.
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YOUTH Minister Dave Kelly recently 
presented a Lotterywest grant of $95,500 
to Avon Community Services to help 
disadvantaged Northam young people get 
to school.
 Avon Community Services helps vulnerable 
and disadvantaged young people in Northam, 
Merredin, Narrogin and Moora to engage 
with school and the community and assists 

them in getting their lives back on track and 
reaching their full potential.
 A pilot project using a 12-seater bus over 
the past year was a great success, so a bigger 
bus quickly became necessary.
 In Northam, Avon Community Services 
supports economically and socially 
disadvantaged people with holistic, ‘wrap 

2J2AIR 105.3FM
Ken Stivey

TWO YEARS on and we’re still here.
 As we continue to develop a presence in 
our community, you can check us out on 
Facebook or on our web page 2j2air.org.
au.
 The contact page is your convenient 
way to communicate with us and our 
presenters, who would love to hear your 
requests.
 We consider communication with our 
listeners as a vital component of our desire 
to provide you with what you want to hear, 
so your input will be appreciated.
 Thanks to all our sponsors, the community 
groups who utilise our services, and to our 
listeners for their positive comments and 
interaction in social media over last year.

Program guide
MONDAYS: 11am The Green Hour; 1pm 
Swooners and Crooners and 2pm Jazz.
 Tuesdays: 8pm Hooked on Classicals.
 Wednesdays: 11am The Green Hour 
(repeat); 8pm Wide World of Folk and 9pm 
Blues.
 Thursdays: Noon Wide World of Folk 
(repeat).
 Fridays: 11am The Green Hour (repeat); 
7pm Ready 4 Country; 8pm Ready 4 Retro, 
and, 9pm Ready 2 Rock.
 Saturdays: Noon Country (old) and 1pm 
Country (new).
 Sundays: 9am Hooked on Classicals 
(repeat); noon Ready 4 Country (repeat); 
8pm Swooners and Crooners (repeat) and 
9pm Jazz.
 Daily 10am and 3pm What’s On in 
Toodyay community information.

Youth Minister Dave Kelly (seventh from right), local State Labor MPs Laurie Graham (fourth from left) and Darren West (second from 
right) with Avon Community Services staff and clients.

Bus to help get young lives back on track
around’ services which address school 
attendance, youth engagement and tenancy 
support.
 This Lotterywest grant will go towards 
the purchase of a 22-seat bus that will be 
put to work by Avon Community Services 
in a number of roles, most importantly 
delivering disadvantaged students to school 
in Northam.

Two years on air

Swimming teacher puts new pool at top of the class

Three water slides form a major attraction at the new Northam aquatic centre.

Northam’s new 50m eight-lane heated swimming pool.

THE NEW $10 million Northam Pool and 
Aquatic Facility was opened on January 25 
and has attracted visitors from throughout 
the Wheatbelt.
 Toodyay swimming teacher Colleen 
Sheehan (68) is looking forward to teaching 
schoolchildren in the new state-of-the-art 
facility and has used the eight-lane 50m 
outdoor heated pool on two occasions to 
swim laps for 50 minutes.

 “It’s fantastic – the water is so clean and 
the changerooms are well appointed.”
 Ms Sheehan, the founder of gardening 
franchise Weeding Women, is impressed 
by the landscaping which she says is “well-
planned and environmentally appropriate”.
 “There is an area where families can hold 
parties and I’ve seen number plates from 
throughout the Wheatbelt in the carpark.
“The big attraction seems to be the water 

slides and tunnels in the aquatic fun park and 
people are coming from everywhere to have 
a go. Not just kids – it’s the adults who are 
also keen to try the rides, Ms Sheehan said.
 While pensioner access to the park has 
remained at $2, adults and children will pay 
only 50 cents extra to use the pool. The slides 
and tunnels cost $5 for two hours of use.
 Ms Sheehan will begin teaching swimming 
to Bolgart students and home schoolers 

on Monday February 10 with classes for 
Northam and Toodyay students to follow.
 “It’s a very safe facility and lifeguards 
seem to be everywhere,” she said.
 “We needed a new pool in Northam to teach 
the kids who complained about the bees and 
getting scraped on the rough sides as they got 
out of the pool.
 “The new pool is really something and it 
will be a pleasure to teach there.”
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Heather Brennan

CONGRATULATIONS to very well-
deserved recipient Lou Kidd who was 
awarded the Medal of the Order of Australia 
(OAM) on Australia Day for services to the 
community.
 Lou and his wife, Anne, moved to Toodyay 
in 1995 and the following year they both 
joined the Julimar Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade, mainly to be part of, and contribute 
to, their community.
 They are still active members of the 
Julimar brigade, albeit in a supporting-role 
capacity.
 Lou held the position of lieutenant in 2006 
and captain in 2007 and again in 2011.
 With the true sentiment of a volunteer Lou 
says he has enjoyed his time with the Julimar 
brigade and has never seen it as a task as it 
has been a pleasure to serve the community 
in such a way.
 Lou’s OAM also encompasses his service 
to the RSL Toodyay Sub-Branch.
 He was a serving member of the Australian 
Regular Army, which he joined in 1958.
 This is where he met his wife who was 
also a serving soldier. At the time, married 
women could no longer serve and Anne had 
to leave the army.
 Lou went on to serve in postings in most 
states of Australia, spent time in Papua 
New Guinea and completed two tours of 
Sabah North Borneo during the Malaysian 
Emergency.

 He first joined the RSL while serving in 
Wewak New Guinea in 1978. After allowing 
his membership to lapse he rejoined as a 
member of RSL Toodyay Sub-Branch in 
1997.
 Lou served as secretary/treasurer in 2003 
and stayed in that position until 2014. During 
that time the secretary/treasurer’s position 
also included being media liaison and events 
coordinator.
 As the committee grew, Lou yet again 
volunteered and undertook another stint as 
events coordinator. 
 Lou also helped inaugurate the Sandakan 
Student Scholarship where students from the 
Toodyay Shire compete for the opportunity 
to visit Sabah to commemorate the deaths of 
four sons of Toodyay who lost their lives on 
the infamous Sandakan death march.
 The successful students undertake this 
journey for Anzac Day every year.
 To date, this scholarship has seen more 
than 12 students take this trip and there will 
be two more going this year.
 Lou has contributed not only to RSL 
Toodyay Sub-Branch’s longevity but his 
innovation with large tasks such as the 
Sandakan Student Scholarship and smaller 
inventions like an annual photo history book 
have served the sub-branch well.
 He has been very humble in accepting 
his OAM and attributes his ability to have 
achieved such an honour to the support he 
has received from Anne throughout his life, 
including every aspect of his volunteer work.

Toodyay Progress Association
Geoff Appleby, Acting Chair

FOR THE first time, at the 2019 council 
election, six out of our nine councillors were 
elected by ratepayers within the entire shire.
 The record voting level, demonstrating that 
they have widespread public support, places 
those councillors in a special position where 
business as usual is not an option.
 For years our shire has operated with an 
independent republic of administration, 
and our incoming four new, and somewhat 
inexperienced councillors have allowed 
themselves to be bulldozed into training (read 
indoctrinated) by the administration and local 
government club (WA  Local Government 
Association) to believe that council cannot be 
involved in administrative matters.
 That is just plain wrong.
 The Local Government Regulations 
allow council members to contribute to the 
administration when they are authorised by 
the council to do so.
 The law goes further and says the council 
governs, is responsible for the structure of the 
shire, the performance of its functions and 
that it is to determine policy and oversee the 
finances and resources.
 Because the financial direction of our shire 
is concerning, it is that last responsibility that 
our new councillors should take extremely 
seriously.
 The Strategic Plan and Long-Term Financial 
Plan underpin the financial direction for the 
shire.
 The former council made it clear we have a 
problem when they said, “The Shire recognises 
that the current economic climate is more 
constrained and many ratepayers do not have 
the capacity to absorb a substantial increase in 
rates”.
 After recognising ratepayers’ difficulties, the 
former council then ignored them and went on 
to plan its future spending by increasing rates 
at a level above the WA Consumer Price Index 
(CPI).
 Now that may just have been acceptable if it 
was going to get us out of trouble; but it does 
not.
 After the next eight years of budgeted rate 
increases we still end up with a deficit, and to 
achieve that deficit, our shire has to deliver 
every project on budget, ensure every asset 
sale achieves its budgeted price without any 
increased costs, and commit to no additional 
spending unless it is matched by an equivalent 
saving.
 Given no government in the history of 
the world has ever done this, we doubt it is 
possible, but even if our council gets it right 
in this year’s budget, they have to repeat that 
marvel consistently for the next eight years.
 And we must remember that even if they 
perform this fiscal miracle, by following the 
current financial plan, our shire still ends up 
with a deficit in 2028.
 Spending more than you earn is poor 
economic management and our entire council 
needs to put personal differences aside and, 
bearing in mind that the overwhelming vote 
was for change, not more of the same, focus 

on the public interest and competent oversight 
of administrators and project management.
 To date, the behaviour of some councillors 
and administrators seems not to recognise the 
mandate for change and that situation needs to 
be addressed as a priority.
 If our council can do all that, then they 
might, just might, be able to reduce rates in 
the 2028/29 budget.
 As always, we stress that the association 
is a non-political public advocacy group that 
has not and will not run, endorse or support 
candidates in any elections.
 Our associations’ Annual General Meeting 
will be held on Wednesday February 19 at the 
Toodyay Community Centre, Stirling Terrace 
(see advertisement on Page 10). 
 With the recent resignations of our president 
and vice-president, and the secretary not 
seeking re-election, all  members are 
encouraged to attend and take a more active 
role in the promotion and management of your 
association.

Lou Kidd was awarded an +-Order of Australia Medal for services to the community.

Lou’s life of service earns top gong

Fiscal miracle needed to 
avoid shire deficit

Computer Safety
Phil Hart

WI-FI is a very convenient way of connecting 
your devices to the internet without having a 
lot of cables draped around your house or out 
to your garden shed.
 You can go from room to room and still be 
chatting online with your friends.
 Like all technology, wi-fi is great when it 
works but it can be extremely frustrating when 
it does not.
 A lot of internet routers now come equipped 
with wi-fi, so the range of the wi-fi signal is 
based around where your router is positioned.
 If there is a lot of steel in your house walls, 
this can mean that you cannot access the 
internet from some rooms.
 You might also find that access to the 
internet is slow or unreliable – this is again 
due to steel in your house.
 Moving the router a few centimetres can 
sometimes help when this happens.
 Accessing the internet can also be an issue 
if you are outside on a large bush block.
 Bushes and trees can also interfere with 
wi-fi signals.
 Water tanks, particularly ones made of steel, 
will completely block wi-fi signals.
 One way around having a limited distance 
for wi-fi is to have a range extender.
 Another alternative is to replace your router 
with one that uses ‘beamforming’ technology.
 This technology changes the shape of the 
wi-fi beam to follow you as you move around 
your house, giving you more reliable access 
to the internet.
 Your usual PC support person should be 
able to help with checking the range of your 
wi-fi signal, as well as advising you on how 
to improve it.
 Happy surfing.

Water tanks, trees 
block wi-fi signal
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Toodyay Historical Society
Robyn Taylor

IT HAS certainly been a new year like no 
other in Australia.
 We can only hope the massive devastation 
and the loss of wildlife and habitats will 
galvanise big changes to how we live and 
manage our precious environment.
 As the placards held by the crusaders for 
climate change tell us, “There is no Planet 
B”.
 From the viewpoint of history and heritage, 
there have been untold losses due to the 
bushfires that may never be fully reckoned.
 Small historic towns and settlements have 
lost buildings and structures that gave them 
their special sense of place and identity, 
much like that which Toodyay enjoys.
 There could be countless family histories 
that were still in the process of being written, 
and collections of old photos waiting to be 
scanned and safely stored.
 Its sobering to ask ourselves, how well 
prepared are we for such disasters and 
whether a late new year’s resolution could 
include a start to deal with the eventuality.
 After the 2009 bushfire we became very 
conscious of how quickly disaster can 
overtake us.
 I confess to still dithering about how many 
reference books, archives and decades of 
research can be crammed into the boot of 
the car.
 With pets in the back and us in the front, 
it’s time to think strategically.
 On January 8, Toodyay had a large 
bushfire starting where Strahan Road crosses 
Toodyay Road.
 Strahan Road was once part of the original 
road to Toodyay.
 When members of our society heard the 
news our hearts sank, for that is the location 
of the Gabidine Brook Bridge.
 This historic structure has been the 
subject of many months of research and 
preparation of a heritage assessment to 
present to the Council of the National Trust 
for classification.

Bushfire destroys historic bridge

Historic Gabidine Brook Bridge lies in ruins after last month’s devastating Toodyay Road bushfire. Photo: Greg Warburton.
 It was deemed to have not only local but 
also state significance because of the nature 
of its construction, similar to the circa 1860s 
convict-built Mayey’s Bridge in Greenough, 
though on a much smaller scale.
 The original circa 1854-69 bridge over the 
Gabidine Brook was replaced twice in 1880 
due to flash flooding.
 Fortunately, many photos were taken 
and detailed descriptions made with the 
assistance of experts (see our article in the 
April 2019 issue of the Herald).
 If the stone abutments and central pier are 
in fair to good condition, the structures will 
remain as an historic marker of the former 
bridge and old Toodyay Road.
 A calendar of events for the year is being 
prepared and will be sent out to members.
 On Saturday February 15 at 7pm, there 

will be a joint meeting of the Toodyay 
environment and history groups at the CWA 
Hall, with supper provided.
 All members are invited.
 As part of community consultation, Helen 
Brookes, Director and Hydrologist with 
Urbaqua, will be talking about the Pelham 
Brook Outlet Restoration Project behind St 
Stephen’s Anglican Church.
 Our society has a special interest in Pelham 
Brook because of its associations with the 
convict depot that was built near the brook 
as it flowed down into the Avon River.
 The meeting will provide an opportunity 
for the community to share knowledge and 
comment on possibilities for the outlet.
 Contacts: secretary.2j.ths@gmail.com; 
Robyn Taylor, rdtaylor@iinet.net.au, phone 
9574 2578, or Beth Frayne, toobide4@iinet.

net.au, phone 9574 5971.
 Donegans Cottage Research Centre (in the 
showgrounds is open on Thursdays from1-
3pm.
 Postal address: PO 32 Toodyay 6566. 
Website: toodyayhistoricalsociety.org.au./
 Books and displays are at Drummond 
House, open Saturday 10am-noon.
 Membership is $10 per annum.

mailto:secretary.2j.ths@gmail.com
mailto:rdtaylor@iinet.net.au
mailto:toobide4@iinet.net.au
mailto:toobide4@iinet.net.au
http://www.toodyayhistoricalsociety.org.au/


 THE TOODYAY HERALD February 2020 Page 13

Retired journalist Roger Simms, a former 
news editor of The West Australian 
newspaper, occasional acting Toodyay 
Herald editor, Julimar resident and former 
Northam boy, has written a memoir for his 
grandkids that includes glimpses of WA life 
as pre-Baby Boomers saw it. Here he recalls 
Avon Valley migration after World War II.

AUSTRALIANS my age went through 
the Second World War years as toddlers, 
emerging just old enough to see and 
remember its aftershocks – food rationing, 
housing shortages, charcoal-burning gas-
producers on the front of trucks and, in 
my home town of Northam, the arrival of 
thousands of homeless people from Europe 
known as displaced persons or ‘DPs’.
 As a seven-year-old in 1949, I remember 
groups of them – mostly young adults from 
Baltic states – laughing and talking in the first 
foreign language I had heard as they walked 
down our street and across the footbridge 
over the Avon River to Northam’s Fitzgerald 
Street shops.
 The whole town was to hear a lot from them 
over the next few years as cultures mixed and 
Estonian, Latvian and Lithuanian musicians 
played at local concerts and dances.
 The Northam army camp and Holden 
Camp – a former military hospital on the 
edge of the town – provided a temporary 

Baltic concoction gets Northam boy in a pickle
home while the men among the new arrivals 
waited to be allotted jobs provided under 
Federal Government contracts.
 After two years’ work, wherever they were 
sent, they were free to seek other jobs and 
start building a future in their new country.
 The men, many of them well-educated, 
were sent to some of the most isolated 
places in the country and, regardless of 
qualifications or experience, did all sorts of 
manual labour.
 They built and maintained railway lines, 
worked in mines or blast furnaces, harvested 
sugar cane, picked fruit and joined teams of 
hundreds of workers in building the massive 
Snowy Mountains hydro-electric scheme 
near Canberra.
 The newcomers to Northam were among 
the first of some 170,000 people to arrive 
in Australia through the Chifley Labor 
Government’s post-war migrant recruitment 
scheme.
 About 45,000 of them came to WA.
 Chifley and Immigration Minister Arthur 
Calwell drove a ‘populate or perish’ policy – 
numbers were a matter of national urgency.
 Australia’s population at the time was 
barely 7.5 million and a glance at the map 
showed disturbingly open and undefended 
spaces.
 In 1948 my parents had just built their first 
house in Hampton Street, a weatherboard 
cottage they would pay for with a war service 
loan.
 My father, a wartime bombardier, was 
a teller in the Bank of New South Wales 
and my mother a housewife and energetic 
homemaker.
  There were two children – my older sister 
Elizabeth and me.
 Northam people were encouraged to 
‘adopt’ a family from Holden Camp and 
we befriended a family with the name 
Martiashiatis.
 They were from Lithuania, I think, and 
though I’m sure about the pronunciation I’m 
guessing the spelling.
 They would come for lunch on Sundays 
and we would all laugh as the teenage girls 
in their family tried to teach my sister and 
me the Lithuanian words for nursery rhymes.
  I remember my father being appalled at 
the idea of Mr Martiashiatis being sent off 
to work on the trans-Australia railway line, 
laying sleepers.
 “He’s a professional man,” Dad said.
 “You can see from his hands he has never 
picked up a shovel in his life. He’ll get 
terrible blisters out there.”
 How Mr Martiashiatis got on swinging a 
sledge hammer somewhere out past Zanthus 
(if indeed he went there) I can’t recall, but I 
remember when the family moved they gave 
my parents a gift of food they had made – a 

Class of ’53 with Roger Simms in the front row, second from right.

pickled concoction of some sort in a huge 
jar, cabbage or gherkins perhaps.
  There were smiles all round, but the taste 
proved beyond the pale in a meat-and-three-
veg household like ours and shamefully most 
of the jar’s contents ended up fertilising rose 
bushes in the back yard.
 For the want of a little exploratory 

Roger with sister Elizabeth, mother Grace 
Simms and grandparents George and Daisy 
Lunt in Northam circa 1950.

persistence, an early chance to enliven a 
time-worn Aussie cuisine was lost.
 West Australian taste buds shackled to an 
English diet would have to wait a little longer 
for the culinary revolution that followed 
European immigration.
 Mmm … let’s skip the roast tonight and 
eat pizza.
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Toodyay honours local Australia Day heroes

Toodyay Australia Day Community Award finalists (back row from left): Dean Carter (Citizen of the Year nominee), Sheena Hesse (Active Citizen of the Year – Group or Event nominee), 
[Shire President Bill Manning, CEO Stan Scott], Lucas McLerie (Youth Citizen of the Year), [Local Labor MP Darren West]; (front row): Bree Byfield (Citizen of the Year), Nicole Coleman 
(Citizen of the Year nominee) and Roz Davidson (Senior Citizen of the Year) and Toodyay Locals Care representative (Active Citizen of the Year – Group or Event).

New Australian citizen Sarah Pinkney 
pledges her loyalty to Australia.

Shire President Bill Manning readies Eshana 
Chapman for her citizenship pledge. 

All stand to sing Advance Australia Fair.

Toodyay Shire Cr Brian Rayner (above) cooks up a storm at the Toodyay Showgrounds. Cr 
Therese Chitty (below right) serves free Australia Day breakfast.
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Toodyay Agricultural Alliance
Frank Panizza

JANUARY heralds a quieter time for local 
farmers.
 Many take an opportunity to take a break 
away from farm duties.
 Others with large livestock flocks are stuck 
with the daily routine of managing feed and 
water supplies.
 Livestock appear to be still in good 
condition, however dry feed is poor, mostly 
as a result of the dry spring in 2019.
 Sheep and wool prices are continuing to 
maintain strength with demand still very 
strong from China, due to the African Swine 
Fever (ASF) pandemic.
  China has slaughtered 100 million pigs in 
an attempt to control the disease.
 Australian authorities are continuing to 
closely monitor ASF as it continues to spread 
slowly south.
 Most farmers have taken stock of the past 
season and the consensus is that although it 
was dry and yields well down on 2018, the 
year ended about average.
 This was a result of slightly higher yields 
than was first feared, and a general increase 
in grain and fodder prices.

Toodyay Farmers Market
Sue Wakka

WOW WHAT a hot day for the Christmas 
market in December.
 Due to this, we started early and finished 
early, but Father Christmas did pop in to 
wish all a Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year.
 There were quite a few stalls and the 
Wiggly Worm was there for the kids to 
take a ride on.
 We have to thank stallholders for braving 
the warm weather and, of course, you 
our patrons for coming out yet again and 
supporting the markets.
 Not forgetting our wonderful volunteers 
who turn up every time and quietly go 

Toodyay Agricultural Society
Alison Wroth

TIME has flown by over the Christmas 
break and during the holidays the wheels 
were constantly turning with new ideas 
for this year’s 167th Toodyay Agricultural 
Show.
 Picture a more family-friendly licensed 
lawn area around the bar, the possibilities 
of agricultural-themed entertainment 
different from what we’ve seen before and, 
competitions galore.
 We’re definitely working on how to 
attract major sponsors to keep those 
fireworks shooting into the sky – we have 
to keep those fireworks.
 With so much history behind our annual 
Show, we endeavour to keep attendances 
high, attracting families, locals and visitors 
to the oldest event in town.
 We must always keep up with modern 
attitudes, while never losing the history 
that holds us together.

Late summer draws to a close after a busy year on local farms. Photo: Frank Panizza.

Livestock offers no break as 
grain growers kick back

 Barley prices were weaker than in 2018 
as a direct result of China’s anti-dumping 
inquiry into Australia’s barley exports.
 This inquiry is still ongoing.
 While higher fodder and feed grain prices 
are good for some, they are a challenge to 
others.
 Since my last article in December 2019, 
lupin prices have continued to rise with 
recent sales as high as $550 per tonne, up 
from about $350 one year ago.
 Oat and hay prices have also increased by 
lesser amounts.
 The increased feed prices come as an 
additional expense to livestock owners large 
and small.
 According to industry commentators, the 
spike in January was at least in part due to 
the massive loss of pastures in NSW and 
Victoria as a result of the recent devastating 
bushfires.
 Farmers in NSW and Queensland who have 
received good falls of rain over the past few 
weeks may plant a summer crop as stock 
feed.
 If summer crops are planted, most likely 
sorghum, and are harvested, this is likely to 
temper any further rises in feed prices.
 Farmer members  of  the Toodyay 
Agricultural Alliance have recently formed 
a WhatsApp group to assist communication 
between all members in the event of a fire.
 This is not a new innovation as a number 
of other shires’ farmers have formed such 
groups a number of years ago.
 The group can be advised instantaneously 
if a member sees a fire or smoke in the 
distance.
 This will greatly improve the efficiency of 
alerting everyone in the group of a fire.

Twilight Markets to beat the heat

Stallholders and patrons braved the heat at the end-of-year markets in December.

about the business of setting up and 
dismantling stalls. Thank you.
 Did you know that if you have a surplus 
of vegetables or fruit that you can apply for 
a shared stall to sell them at the markets; 
rules do apply but please just ask – the 
more the merrier.
 Our aim is to try and achieve diversity 
within the market and we are currently 
looking for more fruit and vegetable stalls 
in particular.
 The Twilight Markets will be held again 
on Saturday February 22 from 5.30-
8.30pm.
 Come a long and suppor t  these 
great markets or stay in touch at 
Toodyayfarmersmarket@gmail.com.

New ideas to jazz up 
oldest gig in town

 It’s a hard thing to do but ultimately, 
depending on the weather in October, we 
present one of the best agricultural shows 
on the most-scenic showground in the 
state.
 It is a huge job pulling this event 
together, requiring a great team to organise 
everything.
 If you feel you have something to offer, 
come along to the AGM on Monday 
February 10 at 7.30pm to the Youth Hall 
in the showgrounds.
 In March we will be putting out 
Expressions of Interest for various 
jobs which can be good fundraisers for 
any community group, big or small – 
sometimes for not much effort at all.
 These jobs will be advertised in the next 
issue of The Herald, so keep an eye out for 
them.
 I’ll be at the AGM and might even apply 
for a job of some kind, so I might see you 
there.

mailto:Toodyayfarmersmarket@gmail.com
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Country Women’s Association
Elizabeth Mansom

IN THIS first issue for 2020, Toodyay CWA 
members extend all good wishes for the 
health and wellbeing of readers.
 We started the year in January with the 
AGM which we were very pleased our 
branch mentor, Anne-Marie Guest, agreed 
to chair.
 Anne-Marie has been a member of CWA 
for more than 40 years and is a current 
member of the CWA Board.
 As branch mentor, Anne-Marie is the first 
port of call for queries, thus freeing state 
office staff from fielding a lot of minor phone 
calls.
 As required, Anne-Marie read the aims of 
the association which, after 95 years of CWA 
in WA, are still very relevant.
 “The aim shall be to improve the well-
being of all people, especially those in 
the country areas, by promoting courtesy, 
co-operation, community effort, ethical 
standards and wise use of resources.”
 All positions were then declared vacant and 
nominations to fill them were received.
 Anyone having served three years must, 
according to CWA policy, step down.
 Others may continue if nominated and 
willing.
 Maxine Walker, having served one year as 
president, will continue in the position.
 Vice-president, Kathy Haynes has served 
three years and nominated Elizabeth Mansom 
and, as there were no other nominations, 
Elizabeth agreed.
 Vivien Street continues as secretary, but 
Meg Mills has served three years as treasurer 
and stepped down.
 Meg had prior discussions with Val Byron 
who agreed to take over as treasurer while 
Meg will continue as hall bookings officer.
 Unknown to members, plans had quietly 
been made to present Loyal Service and 
Honour Badges to deserving members.
 To receive a Loyal Service Badge a person 
must have been an active CWA member for 
at least 10 years.
 The official description of the Honour 
Badge is that it is awarded for outstanding 
service.
 The citations are put before the CWA board 
and must receive 75 per cent agreement to 
go ahead.
 Voting is confidential and there is no 
discussion among board members as to 
individual views.
 The recipients are given below but space 
precludes giving the citations.
 Suffice to say they are all richly deserved.
 Maxine Walker has been a very active 
member for 20 years and received a Loyal 
Service Badge.
 Four other members also received Loyal 
Service Badges; Sue Hodder, Stephanie 
Corcoran, Vivien Street and Glenys 
Clabaugh for 18, 16, 12 and 11 years service 
respectively.
 Mavis Rowles, Judith Walton and Evelyn 
Oliver received Honour Badges.
 They have served 67 years, 41 years and 34 
years respectively and have received Loyal 
Service Badges in the past.
 That’s over 200 years of community 
service. Congratulations, ladies.
 The AGM closed to sustained applause 

From left: Toodyay CWA treasurer Val Byron, vice-president Elizabeth Mansom, secretary 
Vivien Street, president Maxine Walker and branch mentor Anne-Marie Guest.

Local ladies clock up 
200 years of service

and we rewarded ourselves with a luscious 
morning tea.
 A talk on care plans by Claire Wall of Silver 
Chain may interest readers.
 It will be held at the CWA hall at 11am on 
Thursday February 27.
 All are welcome and morning tea will 
follow with a chance to speak further to 
Claire.
 CWA meets in the Hall in Avon Terrace 
every fourth Thursday of the month.
 There is plenty of parking in Charcoal Lane 
with disabled access at the side of the hall.
 To book the hall please contact Meg Mills 
on 9574 2245.

Avon Woodturners
Max J Heath

WELCOME everyone to 2020 with 
woodturners back in action again after a 
break.
 We started off with a breakfast get-together 
and sort out, so there is not a lot to report.
 Numbers are down a little as people are still 
getting over the holidays, but we have had 
some enquiries about membership.
 A working bee was held on our break-up 
day and a lot of sorting out and decisions were 
made about surplus stuff taking up room in 
the shed.
 We have also disposed of some large slabs 
that are really too big for us to make use 
of, and these have gone to good homes for 
potential coffee tables.
 In February we are having a raffle of items 
crafted and donated by members and there 
should be a number of prizes.
 We are thinking possibly of woodturning 
clubs or people affected by fire or drought, 
as some towns in the drought areas could do 
with some help, as can the fire victims.
 So we do hope that one and all will support 
our cause.
 The fundraising raffle will be held on Friday 
and Saturday, February 14 and 15, outside the 
IGA.
 We have recently acquired a wood lathe and 
set it up so people with a physical problem can 
still come down to the club and be involved.
 We may have to make other alterations yet 
but with the help of one of our members who 
does have some difficulty, it will be worked 
out.
 Some clubs have spent considerable funds 
acquiring supposedly suitable lathes which 
proved totally useless when tried out.
 This lathe is able to be altered, so we can 
take it to demonstrations whenever we wish.
 Well, that is about all from the woodturners 
for now. If you would like to have a look at 

New lathe set up for those 
with physical problems

what we do, come down to 2J Junction on a 
Sunday or Wednesday morning after about 
9am.

Bingo is back 

Nothing stops us 
having fun

Ida’s Hideaway
Rae Vigar

WE ARE on our New Year break until Saturday 
February 8 when we will be back playing bingo 
for chocolates at the Toodyay Resource Centre, 
behind the Christmas shop.
 Ida had an interesting phone call from a lady 
in Geraldton who has heard good things about 
Ida’s Hideaway and wanted to know more.
 We are known further afield than Toodyay so 
we must be doing it right.
 You too can come and join the golden oldies 
on Saturdays at 1pm until 4pm for a great time.
 For information, phone Rae on 9574 2356.

Casino Bus
Rae Vigar

WE WERE a little late leaving Toodyay on 
January 20 as we waited to see if the missing 
passengers would turn up.
 They didn’t, so we left with 26 seats filled.
 We lost more time because of the local 
roadworks but we all had a good day as usual 
– some more than others.
 Our bus driver, Rino, got us home in good 
time.
 Thank you to everyone who turned up.
 Our next ride will be on Monday March 16, 
if we can get enough seats filled.
 For more information, or to book the March 
excursion, please phone Rae on 9574 2356.
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