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Turmoil over shock sacking
Michael Sinclair-Jones

TOODYAY ambulance volunteers are in 
turmoil over the shock dismissal last month 
of local leader Charlie Wroth.
 Mr Wroth, who was awarded a prestigious 
St John Ambulance Cross for “outstanding 
service” by WA Governor Kim Beazley at 
Perth’s Government House in April and 
is also a Toodyay Fire Control Officer, 
was sacked after allegations that he made 
“disparaging” remarks about ambulance 
service administration at a Northam 
emergency services forum held in July.
	 St	John’s	head	office	dumped	Mr	Wroth	as	
Toodyay sub-branch chair, cancelled his 39-
year volunteer membership and locked him 
out of the town’s Stirling Terrace ambulance 
depot that he helped build 11 years ago.
 Local volunteers were not told why their 
widely respected leader was sacked, and Mr 
Wroth was “reminded” by St John that he was 
bound	by	an	“obligation	of	confidentiality”	
not to tell anyone what happened.
 It drew a scathing rebuke in State 
Parliament from local Nationals WA MP 
Shane Love who said he was “shocked and 
dismayed” at the way Mr Wroth was treated.
 He told the Legislative Assembly that 
unlike others in paid employment, Mr Wroth 
had	“no	clearly	defined	rights”.
 “He has no recourse, and after decades 
of service offered freely, he, his family and 
fellow volunteers have been dealt a gut-
wrenching blow,” Mr Love told MPs.
 “Spare a thought during the coming 
holiday season for those St John Ambulance 
volunteers who may not be enjoying a festive 
time with their loved ones because their 
mobile phone has rung and they have been 
called away.
 “They deserve respect, they deserve 
representation, they deserve better treatment 
than Charlie Wroth has had.”
 Mr Love later said he had been contacted 
by ambulance volunteers throughout his 
electorate – which stretches from Toodyay to 
Kalbarri – “who are as angry as the Toodyay 
folk about what has happened”.
 “St John need to understand that there is a 
view among many vollies across a number 
of districts that they are not valued and 
respected by St John,” Mr Love said.
 St John’s Country Ambulance General 
Manager Justin Fonte declined to answer 
repeated Herald questions asking why Mr 
Wroth was sacked.
 “The changes we are making will be a 
positive step forward and the community 
should have confidence that they will 
continue to receive the highest level of 
service from St John,” Mr Fonte said in a 
written statement issued from Perth.
 A St John’s media and public relations 
consultant said there would be no further 
comment due to “privacy considerations”.
 It is understood Mr Wroth was sacked for 
criticising the organisation’s emergency 
response policies at a private forum organised 
in July by Nationals WA Leader Mia Davis.
 Mr Wroth told the 13-member closed 

MP slams ‘gut-wrenching blow’ as 
local ambo chief axed after raising 
operational frustrations at forum

forum that Toodyay ambulance volunteers 
were frustrated that their local paramedic is 
not allowed to attend ambulance call-outs.
 Similarly, St John’s only local staff member 
who	 is	also	a	 trained	ambulance	officer	 is	
not allowed to help make up the required 
numbers for a two-person ambulance crew 
if needed for emergency call-outs.
 As a result, spare local ambulances can’t be  
used	during	office	hours	if	only	one	volunteer	
is available.
 Local volunteers were also frustrated at 
being called to transfer non-urgent patients 
to hospital at 3am, and at other times being 
stood down after responding to call-outs.
 It prompted a complaint by Northam St 
John administrators to Perth head office 
and an internal investigation by Country 
Ambulance Service Operations Manager 
Simon Hughes and Employee Relations 
Advisor Ken Tan that resulted in nine adverse 
findings	against	Mr	Wroth.
 St John Ambulance Operations Director 
Deon Brink wrote a hand-delivered letter to 
Mr Wroth saying he had made “inappropriate 
comments’ at the July 3 forum, “represented 
St John management in a negative manner”, 
made “disparaging remarks and publicly 
undermined the community paramedic role”, 
“placed the reputation of St John at risk” and 
offended Northam staff.
 The adverse findings included that Mr 
Wroth told a Northam St John staff member 
at the forum who had previously served as 
a volunteer that they had “gone over to the 
dark side” and that “you can’t say much with 
management in the room”.
Continued Page 3, Letters, Editorial Page 4.

Local MP Shane Love defends axed local 
ambo chief Charlie Wroth in State Parliament.

Sacked Toodyay ambulance chief Charlie Wroth wears a sprig of rosemary with his Order 
of  St John Ambulance Cross awarded by State Governor Kim Beazley at WA  Government 
House last April to honour more than 39 years of “outstanding service”. 

THE TOODYAY Shire Council and its 
neighbours should be axed to form a 
single new Avon Valley Council to save 
ratepayers’ money, a WA Parliamentary 
Select Committee has heard.
 Legislative Council MPs were told that 
merging up to nine local shire councils into 
a single new local government authority 
would probably save the equivalent of all 
the rates paid in Toodyay, budgeted to total 
$6.54 million this year after a 2.5 per cent 
increase.
 A detailed submission by former Toodyay 
Progress Association chair Larry Graham 
also called for a major rewrite of local 
government law, a parliamentary ombudsman 
to handle complaints and stronger powers for 
councillors to speak publicly about council 
matters.
 Mr Graham is a former State MP who 
served 16 years in State Parliament as the 

member for the Pilbara before retiring from 
State politics in 2005.
 He was Labor’s opposition regional 
spokesman for the Pilbara and Shadow 
Minister for Regional Development, North 
West, and Works and Services.
 Mr Graham resigned from Labor in 
2000 to retain his seat as an independent 
in the 2001 State elections and was also a 
member of the powerful Public Accounts 
and Expenditure Review Committee, Joint 
Standing Committee on the Commission 
on Government and Deputy Chair of 
the Standing Committee on Community 
Development and Justice.
 He was back in familiar territory when he 
told an Upper House Select Committee on 
Local Government that there was a natural 
convergence of interests across the Avon 
Valley, from Beverley to Bullsbrook.
Continued on Page 5.

Call to dump five shire CEOs to 
form new Avon Valley council
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Ol’ Blind Joe
Shot down in flames

Avon Waste wishes to advise 
customers that all collections due on 
Wednesday 25th December 2019 
will be serviced on Thursday 26th 

December 2019.
 

All other collections will be as 
normal for the Christmas period and 
New Year week. All Christmas run 
information will be posted on their 
website www.avonwaste.com.au

 Additional information including 
collection days can be found on the 

Shire of Toodyay website 
www.toodyay.wa.gov.au 

WASTE COLLECTION 
Christmas Holidays

Stirling Hamilton

AS THESE are the last lines for the year, I 
might	reflect	upon	the	state	of	play	on	this	
enchanting chessboard.
 One exceptional advantage of being blind 
is the ability to discern and follow the hidden 
orchestral geopolitical manoeuvres in the 
dark.
 Last month some chap wrote his second 
rather	 unflattering	 letter	 about	me	 to	 the	
editor.
 Seems I’m from the loony left still suckling 
on the tit of the ABC and that the science 
wasn’t in on climate change.
 The next day a group of 11,000 of the 
world’s leading ‘scientists’ used ‘facts’ and 
‘proven research’ to declare the world is in 
the midst of a ‘climate emergency’.
 Previously, 97 per cent of climate scientists 
announced it is a clear and present danger 
and even the 2016 Defence White paper talks 
of a worldwide emergency.
 Then the whole east coast erupted in 
a conflagration of unprecedented fires 
receiving international coverage.
 Even the rainforests have been decimated 
and most of the trees in my old haunting 
grounds lay charred and weeping for their 
fallen brothers and sisters.
	 Former	fire	 chiefs	 from	across	Australia	
have	hit	out	against	an	“unofficial	gag	order”	
on speaking about what they say is a climate 
emergency.
	 They	 form	part	 of	 a	 coalition	 of	 23	fire	
and emergency leaders from every state and 
territory, known as Emergency Leaders for 
Climate Change.
	 Next	it	was	the	first	day	in	history	where	it	
forgot to rain across the whole of Australia.
 It was ‘time to discuss climate change’ 40 
years ago when it was called ‘the greenhouse 
effect’ or 30 years ago when it became 
‘global warming’. Better discuss it now 
before it becomes a dreadful silence.
 I’ll argue with any man but I expect the 
debate to be based on facts and not mere 
hyperbole.
 You can lead a horse to where the water 
once was but you can’t make him think.
 It’s not hard – South Australia has 
historically had the highest prices of energy 
of any Australian state, thanks to its location 
and dependence on expensive gas.
 But in October, it had the lowest wholesale 
prices in the grid. One swallow does not a 
summer make, but it is a sign of the transition 
taking place.
 South Australia has dumped coal and now 
sources more than half its energy generation 
from wind and solar, becoming a net exporter 
rather than an importer of electricity along 
the way.
 It now has plans to make that share of 
renewables “net 100 per cent” in a decade, 
and a multiple of that in the future.
 My nemesis further claims I have been 
overly critical of democratic nations such 
as the US and Israel.
 Well sir, I am an American, born and bred, 
and I quote James Baldwin:
 “I love America more than any other 
country in this world, and, exactly for this 
reason, I insist on the right to criticise her 
perpetually.”
 Since the end of World War II in 1945 
the United States has been almost totally 
engaged in warfare throughout the world.
 According to the late US historian William 
Blum, the US between 1945 to 2005 has 
attempted to overthrow more than 50 foreign 
governments, to crush more than 30 popular 
nationalist movements and killed more than 
40 million people.
 In October 2017, then-CIA Director Mike 

Pompeo (now Secretary of State) said 
the agency “must be aggressive, vicious, 
unforgiving, relentless. … We must every 
minute be focused on crushing our enemies 
and providing unfair advantage for our 
diplomats, our military, and our president.”
 US imperialism quickly lost legitimacy 
in the 21st century once the peoples of the 
world tasted the deadly fruit of neoliberal 
shock therapy.
 That austerity has included cutting 
pensions, slashing government jobs, closing 
schools, raising utility costs, eliminating 
past household subsidies and privatising 
everything while giving tax breaks for the 
rich and corporations.
 US activist/philosopher Cornel West once 
described austerity measures in America as 
the “naked calculus of greed”.
 As for Israel, that belligerent nation 
wants more land for housing, so with the 
US war machine and Saudi Arabia they 
have completely laid waste the Middle 
East and crippled Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya, 
Syria and Yemen while always keeping 
their eyes on Iran.
 They’re funding and arming dozens of 
terrorist	groups	to	keep	the	fighting	alive	
while neoliberalism and sanctions strangle 
those left of the innocents.
 The US and Israel have vetoed every 
UN attempt to stop the space arms race, 
to create a nuclear-free Middle East and 
end the Cuba embargo.
 Buggalugs then goes on to admonish me 
and declared that “Socialism doesn’t work, 
Stirling”.
 Look, I’m an old hippie and to “live 
simply so all may simply live” is our 
motto.
 A little secret: for hundreds of thousands 
of years (99 per cent of human history) 
our hunter gatherer ancestors were avid 
socialists keeping their plenty safe in each 
other’s belly.
 If you break your leg I’ll hold you up just 
as you would do for me was unwritten law.
 Before the advent of agriculture the 
concept of property and wealth was 
hitherto unknown.
 Then came capitalism and the dog-eat-
dog world now heralding the extinction of 
our species and most of the others.
 Well done clever mankind, every time a 
government of and for the people is elected 
it is beheaded by corporate America.
 Until lions have their historians, tales of 
the hunt shall always glorify the hunters. 
– African proverb.
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Ieva Tomsons

TOODYAY’S Dr Despina Weston is a 
psychotherapist, counsellor, art therapist, 
clinical supervisor and accomplished artist.
 Her parents were Greek Egyptians and 
Despina was born in the cosmopolitan port 
city of Alexandria in 1951.
 She grew up in a sophisticated multi-
cultural environment speaking Greek, 
Arabic, French and in grade four began 
learning German.
 “Our house was full of art, music and 
delicious, colourful food; there was a buzz 
of activity with people dropping in all the 
time,” she says.
 Despina and her two younger sisters 
attended a Greek school and she felt secure 
in their extended-family environment even 
when Israeli air raids started on Alexandria in 
the aftermath of the 1956 Arab-Israeli Suez 
Crisis.
	 “I	was	five	and	can	still	feel	the	loud	noise	
and our home shaking during those raids 
but I had my drawing book and pencils and 
retreated into my own bomb shelter – a 
wardrobe and mattresses. If you start with a 
safe base, it’s how you will view the world.”
 The family’s privileged life ended when 
they	fled	Egypt	first	 to	Piraeus	 in	Greece	
then in 1962 sailed on an assisted migrant 
passage to WA on the SS Bretagne.
 They arrived at Fremantle with two 
suitcases crammed with clothes, religious 
icons and a small chandelier which still 
sparkles in Despina’s lounge room.
 Her father had been a cotton classer for a 
Swiss company in Egypt and they went from 
living in a spacious house to bunking down in 
one room at her auntie’s house in Graylands.
 Despina was lucky to receive one-on-one 
instruction	first	at	Graylands	Primary	School	
and later at Brentwood Primary School and 
learnt English quickly.
 Six months after arriving in WA her father 
was working in three jobs and the family 
bought a house in Perth’s former enclave of 
Brentwood.
 Despina remembers everyone dancing 
around the house to celebrate their new start.
 “My father sat us kids down and said ‘Look 
ahead – not behind’.”
 By the time Despina started high school in 
Applecross	she	was	desperate	to	fit	 in	and	
started calling herself ‘Sandy’ to distance 
herself from her Greek heritage.
 “I was called a wog and other names but 
I had two Aussie girlfriends who protected 
me.”
 Hormones kicked in early for Despina and 
at 15 she was preoccupied with a boy, writing 
love letters instead of studying.
 Her grades fell and she failed her Junior 
Certificate	(Year	10)	high	school	exam.
 An extended-family conference was called 
to discuss Despina’s future.
	 “I	was	sitting	on	the	floor	with	my	sketch	
pad and an old family friend said ‘send 
her to art school, they might be able to do 
something with her’.”
 At 16 Despina found her ‘spiritual home’ at 
Perth TAFE’s art school where she blended 
in well with the multi-cultural students and 
before long reverted to using her original 
name with pride.
 She “worked round the clock” and sat for 
her	 school	 Leaving	Certificate	 (Year	 12)	
exam	and	qualified	to	study	graphic	design	
at the newly built WA Institute of Technology 
(now Curtin University).
 During her time at art school, Despina 
ran up a sizeable debt at Jackson’s Drawing 
Supplies.
 “It was £200 and sent me scurrying to Mr 
Jackson Snr who gave me a job because he 
said he liked a girl with initiative.”
 The job had its perks – access to damaged 
goods and art equipment as well as being 
able to experiment with new supplies.
 At 17, Despina was also working as an 
under-painter preparing large canvases for 
a land and seascape artist.
 She also met her first husband who 
she married after a whirlwind trip across 
Australia in a hotted-up Holden Torana.
 The couple bought a transportable house 
in 1973 and settled in Sawyers Valley where 
during the 1980s Despina threw herself into 
the Hills’ creative scene running workshops 
at her home studio and Mundaring Arts 
Centre.
 “Early married life was fun but then came 
the	children	(five),	 responsibilities,	 loss	of	
self and a desire for personal growth.”
 While teaching at Eastern Hills and 
Hollywood High Schools, ‘naughty’ students 
were often sent to the art room.
 Despina realised that they misbehaved 
because they were “hurting, sad or bored 
or they couldn’t keep up” and found that 

'Life isn't about finding yourself, it's about creating yourself'

without pressure, the students engaged.
 During a stint at York High School Despina 
began to experiment and started to teach art 
beyond the set curriculum.
 After 15 years of marriage, she and her 
husband split amicably and Despina forged 
strong bonds with other Hills single mothers.
 “Leading up to exhibitions, I often painted 
with a child on my hip and the others creating 
alongside me. I’d work late into the night and 
run studio art classes during the day.”
 Despina continued to study for a post-
graduate counselling diploma and gained a 
Masters in Art Therapy as well as training in 
family therapy and couples counselling.
 After nursing her second husband until his 

death from melanoma in 2004 she obtained 
her doctorate in Contemporary Arts (Art 
Therapy: Grief and Loss).
 Dyslexia, five kids, working, studying 
and navigating her personal losses have not 
stopped Despina achieving her goals and 
reaching out to others.
 In late 2016, she travelled to the Greek 
island of Chios to run art therapy sessions 
for Syrian refugees arriving by boat from 
Turkey.
 For Despina, the Chios refugee situation 
resonated deeply and the Toodyay community 
backed her to the hilt with donated supplies 
and funds.
 “Art therapy can help to relax, enliven 

imagination, free up creativity and lead to 
better	outcomes	in	difficult	situations,”	she	
wrote in the December 2016 Herald.
 Despina shares her busy life with last 
month’s	profile	subject	Polish	refugee	John	
Zawada	who	she	first	met	in	the	late	1980s	
and	finally	settled	with	26	years	later.
 “We drive each other nuts but I wouldn’t 
want to be with anyone else or anywhere 
else.
 “Being an artist/therapist is a juggling act 
– one is freedom, the other responsibility.
 “Creativity soothes me and calms my often 
unrealistically high expectations. In art, I 
don’t aim for perfection, I aim for freedom.”

Toodyay art therapist Despina Weston with a cherished maxim on the mantle of her Stirling Terrace art therapy studio.

Continued from Page 1.
MR BRINK said Mr Wroth had “failed to 
adhere to the (St John) code of conduct”, 
and appeared to “lack awareness regarding 
appropriate and professional behaviour when 
representing the organisation at an external 
forum”, raising “serious concerns regarding 
your judgment and ability”.
 Mr Love said he was one of three Nationals 
WA MPs present at the private forum in 
Northam and none of them heard Mr Wroth 
say anything that anyone could regard as 
derogatory or offensive.
 “Charlie raised the same things that we 
have heard from ambulance volunteers right 
across the state, from Albany to Karratha.
 “It’s the same story everywhere.

 “St John needs to re-examine the way 
they speak to volunteers and issue a public 
apology to Charlie because what they did 
was beyond the pale.”
 Mr Love said a Nationals WA staff member 
had denied repeated requests to provide notes 
from the party’s Northam forum to a St John 
employee.
 “The notes were provided only after a call 
from St John’s Wheatbelt regional manager 
with an assurance that they would be used 
only to improve internal processes of St 
John,” Mr Love said.
 “There was nothing in the notes that 
anyone could regard as offensive.
 “The staff member who provided those 
notes now feels terrible about it and blames 

themself for what happened to Charlie.”
	 Toodyay	Chief	Bush	Fire	Control	Officer	
Craig Stewart also attended the July forum 
and said he did not hear Mr Wroth say 
anything derogatory or offensive about the 
St John Ambulance service.
 “The idea was to talk freely in an informal 
closed session about important issues, which 
we all did,” Mr Stewart said.
 “Nobody said anything that could have 
provoked anyone.
 “If anyone took offence, it was very narrow 
thinking.
 “I was surprised there was an investigation 
– into what?
 “It looks like someone put a target on 
Charlie’s back and was gunning for him.”

Fire chief says ‘looks like someone was gunning for him’ 
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Walk amongst “Free Range Emus” 
in natural bushland

•	 Guided	Tours	
•	 Emu	Products	Shop		
•	 Dining	Area
•	 Tea	and	Coffee
•	 Ice	Cream	and	Cool	Drinks
•	 Toilets
•	 Ample	Parking	

Coach	and	School		Groups	by	Appointment

Open Daily 10AM – 4PM
Phone 9574 1415

TOODYAY 
EMU FARM

The way we were – This sepia print postcard shows harvesting, threshing and carting using steam-powered machinery and horse-drawn 
carts. Hay is stored in a rear shed with workers near the end of a conveyor belt. Another cart (rear right) is laden with bagged wheat. 
Written on the back is ‘H. Donegan, Toodyay WA (donor possibly Harold)’. Photo Newcastle Gaol Museum.

Tossed onto scrap heap
AFTER more than 30 years of volunteering 
as	 an	 ambulance	 officer,	Charlie	Wroth	 has	
been tossed on the scrap heap by St John 
Ambulance’s	paid	officials.
	 We	tried	to	find	out	why	our	colleague	was	
removed from his position as president of the 
Toodyay sub-centre last month and sacked from 
the organisation as a whole but hit the brick 
wall of bureaucracy.
 We were told the reasons for his dismissal 
were	“confidential”	and	that	was	as	far	as	we	
got.
	 It	is	not	the	first	time	that	St	John	administrators	
have sought to remove Charlie from the local 
sub-branch.
 A year or so ago he was ‘paused’.
 If you strip back this ‘weasel word’ to 
common language, it means he was rendered 
powerless to perform any volunteering duties 
and was sworn to secrecy.
 He couldn’t even tell his wife why he wasn’t 
answering any ambulance callouts.
	 St	 John	 officials	 instructed	Charlie	 to	 tell	
everyone that he was “on holidays”.
 Perhaps Charlie’s forthright comments in 
representing sub-branch volunteers was an 
affront to management who issues directives 
which at times are at odds with the volunteer 
experience.
 Whatever the reason, to summarily dismiss a 
dedicated volunteer and have him escorted to 
and from the premises is disgraceful.
 The remaining volunteers have been put 
in the invidious position of either resigning 
in solidarity with Charlie or continuing to 
volunteer for an organisation that does not 
respect	 years	 of	 selfless	 commitment	 to	 the	
local community and surrounding areas.

George Murray
Morangup

No comprehension
I AM Charlie Wroth’s sister and would like 
to express my thoughts on his dismissal by St 
John Ambulance.
 This followed the Emergency Services 
Volunteer Forum in Northam on July 3 hosted 
by the National Party at which he expressed 
comments and concerns.
 This action by St John says a lot about the 
organisation.
 It shows a complete lack of comprehension 
by paid employees of St John to the work, 
commitment	and	sacrifice	of	the	organisation’s	
volunteers.
 There is an alarming disparity in medical 
outcomes for country people compared with 

Appalling treatment
I HAVE been a volunteer with the St John 
Toodyay Sub-Centre for more than 35 years.
 In the years I have worked with Charlie 
Wroth he has always shown a high level of 
professionalism and commitment to the St John 
Ambulance Association.
 As a volunteer Charlie has given far more 
than the community should expect.
 Charlie was always available to help and 
trained new volunteers and played a pivotal 
role in the successful operation of our centre.
 I am disappointed and appalled at the 
treatment Charlie has received from an 
organisation I was once proud to work for.

Lyn Somers
Toodyay

Worst injustice
IT IS with great sadness and sorrow I write this 
letter in support of former Toodyay St John 
Ambulance Chairperson Charlie Wroth after 
his very unfair sacking by the organisation’s 
hierarchy.
 They need to get out into the real world 
where all the work is done by volunteers who 
are unpaid.
 Along with Charlie, I have also spent more 
than 35 years day, night and in between 
supporting the Toodyay community rain, hail 
or shine.
 This treatment of our ambulance service 
volunteers and the community is injustice at 
its worst.
 Freedom of speech does not exist in the eyes 
of St John.
 My continued love and support to Charlie 
and his family.

Daphne Lee
Toodyay

Punished for speaking out
I	FIND	it	very	difficult	 to	understand	how	a	
man who has been a servant of this community 
for decades can all of a sudden be stripped of 
his dignity and status by people who do not 
know him.
 As a vollie, Charlie Wroth has been a pillar 
of this community with his commitment and 
generosity	to	both	the	firies	and	ambos.
 So far we have not been given any legitimate 
reason as to why he is being punished for 
speaking out and questioning the workings of 
St John Ambulance (SJA).
 If pointing out failings in the system that 
affect the day-to-day workings of lifesaving 
volunteers is a crime, then SJA do not deserve 
to have the loyalty they get.
 The decades of service that Charlie and others 
like him have given to our community should 
be cherished and not terminated for a lack of 
desire to listen and take on board the fact that 
the ambulance service in country WA is very 
different from that in the metropolitan area.
 If every person who disagrees with St John 
Ambulance policies and procedures is to be 
treated the same as Charlie, very soon there 
will be no ambulance service in WA.
 If St John can justify to the community why 
Charlie	 has	 been	 removed	 from	 office	 and	
effectively barred from the organisation, I 
would love to hear the reasons why – and so 
would the whole community.
 St John’s actions should be a warning to all 
other vollies – speak out at your peril.

Dave Cornforth
Majestic Heights

Confidence lost
I HAVE been a member of the St John 
Ambulance Toodyay Sub-Centre for about 
four years in a non-operational role as a 
weekend and relief phone coordinator.
 The phone coordinators for the Toodyay 
sub-centre take calls from the State 
Communications Centre.
 We are told the priority of the job, priority 
one being the highest for patients with 
possible life-threatening injuries or health 
issues – blue lights and sirens.
 We are also asked to do hospital transfers 
from Northam to metropolitan hospitals and 
from regional towns which need a patient 
transferred to Northam.
 The phone coordinator then calls out the 
crew which can be at any time during the day 
or night.
 On almost every call I have taken over the 
past four years, Charlie Wroth has been on 
the line as well. He has backed up almost 
every call 24 hours a day for years.
 He has always been there to give me advice 
if needed and provide support when required.
 Because he is no longer able to be involved 
with St John in any capacity, I am feeling 
lost.
 There are others who are as capable on the 
phones but it was Charlie who gave me the 
confidence	to	handle	the	most	difficult	calls.
 When necessary, he would attend a call-
out	as	a	first	responder,	so	if	he	was	closer	
to the patient he could be there before the 
ambulance arrived.
 All of this expertise and experience has 
now been lost to the Toodyay community.
 St John in Toodyay will still have an 

those living in the city.
 The country volunteers of St John Ambulance 
play an important role in mitigating these 
statistics.
 Because of this, supporting volunteers and 
appreciating their feedback should be a priority.
 The recent action of St John to dismiss 
Charlie	 is	 definitely	 inconsistent	with	 their	
stated values.
 I feel that Toodyay and the surrounding 
areas can ill afford to lose a person with such 
experience, dedication and passion.

Jan Hocking
Tammin

ambulance there for you, day and night, seven 
days a week but be aware that we have lost 
one of our biggest hearts and a most dedicated 
volunteer.

Heather Appleby
Toodyay

How dare they?
I AM EXTREMELY disappointed to lose from 
our volunteer family a man that I truly admire, 
who inducted me into the Toodyay St John 
Ambulance.
  Charlie Wroth was always there to offer 
advice and training, answer queries or just 
make a phone call to ask if I was OK after a 
potentially disturbing ambulance call out.
 How dare St John management (paid 
employees) treat so badly one of their most 
dedicated volunteers who has given years of 
unpaid service.
 If he were a paid employee, he would be 
afforded support and appeal avenues through 
Fair Work Australia or an associated union 
body.
 Alas volunteers are not afforded this luxury 
for something they do without any pay at all.
 Where does St John’s public ideal of “service 
of humanity” come to play in their dealings 
with him.
 How dare they sack a man that we voted for, 
fully supported and valued to be our leader.
 This man is active in other emergency service 
organisations and is the ‘go to’ person in any 
contacts and collaboration required to ensure 
the smooth operation of joint operations and 
promotional activities.
 I am a very disappointed and disillusioned 
volunteer	ambulance	officer.

Liz Boston
Julimar

Weasel words
CHARLIE Wroth is a Wheatbelt farmer 
who – like others who work the land – is a 
blunt man of action who speaks his mind.
 He showed those qualities 10 years ago 
when	 a	 catastrophic	 bushfire	 devastated	
Toodyay, destroyed 38 homes and left deep 
scars on our precious community.
 Mr Wroth is largely credited with helping 
to lead a massive recovery effort that 
demanded strong leadership and decisive 
action in a community numb with shock.
	 Corners	were	 cut,	 feathers	 ruffled	 and	
noses put out of joint to provide urgent 
assistance to devastated home-owners.
 Detractors claim it could have been 
handled differently but others – particularly 
emergency services volunteers – see the 
man they simply call ‘Charlie’ as a heroic 
figure	of	selfless	community	sacrifice.
 It is no surprise that Mr Wroth should be 
a	thorn	in	the	side	of	petty	officialdom.
 On the day of an ill-fated emergency 
services forum in Northam that led to his 
shock sacking as Toodyay ambulance chief 
last month, Mr Wroth was busy seeding his 
Julimar farm and nearly decided not to go.
 But he put commercial interests aside to 
represent	the	views	of	local	ambos	chafing	
under the yoke of distant administrators.
 Local Nationals WA MP Shane Love told 
State Parliament that what happened next 
showed a shocking lack of respect by St 
John for its unpaid ambulance volunteers.
 “It was beyond the pale,” he said later.
 Mr Love’s party has called for the State 
Government to back a new association 
to exclusively support and represent the 
interests of all WA ambulance volunteers 
in their emergency services roles.
 It will be too late for Mr Wroth but may 
help others who answer to a secretive 
organisation that seems to lack a basic 
understanding of how essential services 
work in small country towns like Toodyay.
	 Chief	Fire	Control	Officer	Craig	Stewart	
may have hit the mark when he said “it 
looks like someone put a target on Charlie’s 
back and was gunning for him”.
 A St John Ambulance Perth manager 
responded with weasel words emailed to 
local volunteers that Mr Wroth “is no longer 
a volunteer”, “has provided outstanding 
service to the Toodyay Community’ and 
“I wish him all the best for the future”.
 Shocked local ambos were not told why 
their	 leader	was	 sacked,	 and	 the	 official	
Perth response was ‘no further comment”.
 To add insult to injury – a St John 
November 13 dismissal letter to Mr Wroth 
said	“we	understand	that	it	is	a	difficult	time	
for you” and offered him “up to six sessions 
of Wellbeing and Support Services”.
 No prize for guessing where they can 
stick it.

Michael Sinclair-Jones
Editor

The Toodyay Herald invites you to have 
your say in our letters page. Please 
email us at news@toodyayherald.com.au 
with your full name, address and phone 
number. Letters that are short, sharp and 
to the point about topical local issues are 
preferred. The Herald reserves the right 
to edit letters for length, grammar and 
punctuation.



 THE TOODYAY HERALD December 2019 Page 5

Continued from Page 1.
“THERE are similar industries, similar town 
structures and similar organisations,” Mr 
Graham said.
 “You could save the equivalent of the rates 
of	Toodyay	by	getting	rid	of	five	CEOs.
 “You set up a corporate structure that 
allows things to work effectively and 
efficiently,	 and	 inside	 six	months	 nobody	
would care what its name is.
 “That’s the experience out of Victoria and 
the experience out of Queensland (where 
large-scale local government reforms have 
occurred).”
 However, the previous Barnett Liberal 
State Government had got politically “beaten 
up” when it tried to talk about altering WA 
local government boundaries.
 Mr Graham said he had travelled from 
Derby to Esperance to prepare his Select 
Committee submission.
 He prefaced his public submission – one 
of 171 presented to the committee – with 
a passage from US author Joseph Heller’s 
best-selling 1961 anti-war novel Catch-22:
 “Under Colonel Korn’s rule, the only people 
permitted to ask questions were those who 
never did. Soon the only people attending 
were those who never asked questions, and 
the sessions were discontinued altogether, 
since Clevinger, the corporal and Colonel 
Korn agreed that it is neither possible nor 

Shire boundaries ridiculed as costly ‘lunacy’

Former Toodyay Progress Association chair Larry Graham gives sworn evidence to 
Legislative Council MPs during a Select Committee on Local Government hearing in Perth.

necessary to educate people who never 
questioned anything.”
 Mr Graham told Select Committee MPs 
said that “when you get behind closed doors, 
there’s nobody seriously arguing that current 
WA local government electoral boundaries 
are the right boundaries”.
 “If the current local boundaries didn’t exist 
and you walked into any party room and put 

it up on the wall and said ‘I think we need 
this for a system of local government’ how 
many do you think in your party room would 
adopt it?
 “It’s just lunacy.
 “It doesn’t matter how many councils 
there are in WA as long as they are based on 
a	community	of	interest	and	are	financially	
viable.

 “East Pilbara is the biggest and Peppermint 
Grove the smallest – if folks in Peppermint 
Grove want a tiny little council and are happy 
to pay for it, who cares?
 “My view is they shouldn’t get the 
minimum Federal grant because they’ve 
made a choice that they can survive, and 
we should use that minimum grant money 
to go to other councils that actually need it, 
like country councils that are in diabolical 
trouble.”
 Mr Graham said he knew of one WA 
council that spent about $10 million a year, 
raised about $5 million a year in rates and 
spent abut $5 million a year administering 
that $5 million a year.
 “That’s how absurd it is,” Mr Graham said.
 “We have other councils that are drowning 
in money and it’s an embarrassment for them 
that they can’t spend it.
 “They have to think up reasons to spend the 
money yet within a council or two of them 
(geographically) is a council bereft of funds.
 “This is due to the boundaries.
 “The big picture is that the boundaries are 
structurally unsound and, as a consequence 
of that, most councils are structurally 
unsound – it’s just silly.”
 The Select Committee has received 171 
public written submissions and is now 
conducting hearings, including in country 
areas, before it reports to the Parliament.

Michael Sinclair-Jones

TOODYAY’S recently elected shire council 
has started looking for a new Chief Executive 
Officer.
	 It	follows	a	controversial	backflip	by	the	
former council in July to give current CEO 
Stan Scott a 2.5 per cent pay rise to stay  
another year after voting  only two  months 
earlier not to renew his contract.
 The new council voted 6-3 behind closed 
doors last month to call tenders for a CEO 
recruitment consultant based on ‘scope of 
services, experience, personnel and pricing’.
 Mr Scott was authorised to report to the 
next council meeting at 4pm on Tuesday 
December	17	with	specifications	for	hiring	

a consultant to help select his replacement.
 The decision was moved by Shire Deputy 
President Rosemary Madacsi, seconded by 
Cr Brian Rayner and supported by Shire 
President Bill Manning and Crs Paula 
Greenway, Sue Pearce and Phil Hart.
 Cr Therese Chitty, who with Crs Beth 
Ruthven and Ben Bell opposed the decision, 
asked that their names be recorded.
 It is understood that at least one of the 
three opponents opposed the extra cost of 
up	to	$8000	to	readvertise	tenders	when	five	
recruitment	firms	had	already	applied	after	
the former council’s aborted March decision 
not to renew Mr Scott’s contract, and two 
more had applied since then.
 Councillors agreed not to automatically 

hire the WA Local Government Association’s 
recruitment service – which recommended 
Mr Scott’s appointment seven years ago – 
because some said they opposed employing  
an organisation that “recycled” shire CEOs.
 Some councillors said the recruitment 
process should start afresh to avoid any 
perception that the former council’s selection 
process	might	be	seen	to	be	flawed.
 The long debate ended at 9.20pm with one 
veteran councillor calling for a vote because 
they were tired and wanted to go home after 
more	than	five	hours	in	the	chamber.
 Cr Bell withdrew his earlier bid for the 
council to appoint Perth firm LO-GO 
Appointments when there was no seconder.
 Mr Scott’s 12-month contract for his 

$243,000 a year job ends next July 22.
 He has bought a house in York and 
commutes between there and his West 
Toodyay property to do his job.
 The council is still awaiting the outcome 
of a year-long State Government ‘authorised 
inquiry’ into the former council and Mr 
Scott’s administration of the shire over the 
past seven years.
 The inquiry was ordered by WA Local 
Government Minister David Templeman 
12 months ago after a year of departmental 
monitoring and includes an investigation of 
the shire’s operations, affairs and culture.
 A report  to the Minister and any 
recommendations for further action are not 
expected until after Christmas.

Council starts hunt for new CEO while shire awaits inquiry result
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Tactical switch snares drink, drug drivers

A CHANGE in police tactics has led to a 
significant	increase	in	the	number	of	drink	
and drug drivers caught on local roads.
	 It	 followed	 a	 five-hour	 blitz	 last	month	
when police stopped more than 600 drivers 
but none tested positive for drink or drug 
driving.
 A switch to targeting suspected potential 
drink and drug drivers resulted in more than 
half a dozen motorists testing positive – an 
85 per cent successful detection rate.
	 Officers	 used	 local	 intelligence	 reports,	
public calls to Crime Stoppers WA and police 
computer information to target the likely 
offenders.
 One targeted driver registered a mid-
afternoon blood alcohol reading of 0.16 per 
cent, for which the minimum penalty is a 
10-month	driving	ban	and	$900	fine.
 Some targeted drivers tested positive for 
both cannabis and methamphetamine.
 Drink and drug drivers were stopped last 
month in Stirling Terrace, Toodyay Road and 
in the town’s backstreets.
 It’s not uncommon for police to find 
motorists driving over the limit at 10.30 

SaferToodyay
Desraé Clarke

‘OUT OF the ordinary’ happenings occur 
regularly and, if you are perturbed, it is 
imperative to report these activities to police 
or Crimestoppers as soon as possible. Do not 
leave reporting it until you’re next in town.
 What are ‘out of the ordinary’ happenings? 
The following are some examples.
 An unknown vehicle is seen on your 
property and as soon as you appear, it takes 
off.
 Someone visiting your neighbour’s sheds, 
vehicles or machinery when you know the 
neighbour is away.
 Interference with stock and property gates 
tampered with.
 An unknown vehicle driving back and forth 
that may appear to be scouting or ‘sussing 
out’ an area.
 Any of the above examples may be quite 
innocent – but often they are not.
 If it does eventuate that the visit was 
innocent, time is not wasted as it demonstrates 
to the neighbour and the police that you were 
concerned.
 Over the years food, sheep, fuel, household 
goods and furniture, a caravan, water pumps, 
farm machinery, tools and other valuable 
goods have been reported stolen.

Computer Safety
Phil Hart

IF YOU log into any online facility there is 
always a risk that your email address and 
your password for that facility will be stolen.
 It is a breach of your security.
 This is generally not a problem with banks 
as they have very secure systems in place.
 If you use such things as a marketing 
service,	cartoon	creators,	or	keep	files	in	the	
cloud (not on your own device), it means that 
somebody else could impersonate you.
	 Your	files	could	be	altered	or	deleted	and	
your	personal	profile	could	be	changed.
 Somebody could ruin your reputation.
 You might have stopped using a particular 
facility so long ago that you have forgotten 
about it, but it is still a breach and you are 
still at risk.
	 You	 can	find	 if	 your	 email	 address	 and	
passwords have been stolen by going to bit.
ly/2CCgxE3.
 If you are lucky, it will tell you that 

in the morning or to test positive for both 
cannabis and methamphetamine.
 This is a danger to all road users and will 
not be tolerated.
 They have no consideration for anyone 
because they are incapable of forming 
rational thought while affected by drugs and 
or alcohol.
 It’s not a case of police harassment by 
targeting likely offenders but working with 
the community to help keep everyone safe.
 Every local police vehicle carries sealed 
saliva drug test kits and random breath 
testing equipment. “Anywhere, anytime.”
 A disposable swab is used to wipe a 
motorist’s tongue, and the swab is inserted 
into an accompanying plastic sleeve to test 
for methamphetamine, cannabis or both.
 If either or both drugs are detected, the 

driver is issued a requirement to attend the 
police station to provide a second saliva 
sample for further analysis at the state 
government’s ChemCentre laboratory.
 Drivers who decline to accompany or 
complete a second test are charged with an 
offence and summonsed to appear in court.
 Court outcomes show a strong chance of 
conviction.

New cameras nail offender
TOODYAY’S new shire-owned street 
cameras have helped charge a Perth man 
with	several	traffic	offences.
 The new video surveillance network which 
cost more than $300,000 was switched on 
last month after the failure of a previous 
system which left monitor screens inside 
Toodyay Police Station blank for several 
weeks.
 The new 40-plus camera system doubles 
the capacity of the previous one and adds 
number plate recognition, which led to a 
successful joint police action last month.
 Local police were alerted to a vehicle of 
interest leaving Northam and Toodyay’s new 
number plate recognition cameras captured 
the vehicle passing through town.
 A search of a new video database installed 
inside the Toodyay Police Station provided 
the time, date and street.
 The information was sent to metropolitan 
police who traced the driver, aged in his mid-
20s, to a Perth address where he was charged 
with driving without a licence, driving an 
unregistered	vehicle	and	other	minor	traffic	
breaches.

 The new video security system is a 
significant improvement for location, 
visibility and usability. 
 Local police are now also able to control 
the cameras and download information any 

Call the cops immediately if you 
see signs of suspicious activity

Roadside drug test kit with tongue swab.

Simple steps can save your 
reputation being ruined

time inside the police station instead of 
having to wait to obtain it from the shire 
during business hours.
 Particular areas can now be checked at 
certain times, such as the footbridge over 
the Avon River before and after school, local 
parks or anywhere day or night in the town’s 
shopping precinct, parking areas and other 
areas of greatest potential risk.
 We recognise and appreciate the shire’s 
investment in this project for the betterment 
of the community – it’s a much better system.
Time to quit old country ways
LOCAL police want to issue a timely 
reminder to people to lock their homes and 
vehicles and avoid being complacent.
 People are urged to end the old country 
habit of leaving their houses open when they 
go out and leaving cars unlocked with keys 
in the ignition at home or when parked in the 
street.
 Police have received recent reports of 
strangers seen on people’s property, keys 
taken from a tractor parked on a farm and 
interference with the ignition of a quad bike.
 Police have also seen cases of cars being 
stolen with keys left in the ignition.
 Apart from potential damage, it may also 
be	difficult	to	claim	insurance	for	any	loss.
 If something doesn’t look right, it probably 
isn’t and we urge all suspicious activity to be 
reported to police.

 Living out of sight and away from the road 
is not a protection from property being taken 
illegally. What can you do?
 Do not put yourself at any risk and take 
as much detail as possible of the vehicle/
vehicles such as make/type, colour, condition 
and details such as bull-bar, dents, sound, 
etc..
 Also make note of the number and 
description of people involved without 
putting yourself at any risk.
 If confronted, politely ask the visitors to 
leave – do not antagonise them.
 Take note of the time and, when possible, 
contact the police 131 444 or Crime stoppers 
1800 333 000.
 If the Toodyay police are not at the station 
when you phone please do not hang up - your 
call will be answered by staff at the Northam 
regional	office	that	is	manned	24/7.	Your	call	
is extremely important.
	 Give	information	to	the	officer	on	duty	who	
will contact the Toodyay police who may be 
just up the road from where you are calling.
 Call 000 for emergencies only. The police 
emergency number is 131 444.
 Suspicious behaviour can be reported 
to Toodyay police via 131 444 or Crime 
stoppers 1800 333 000.
	 Report	graffiti	by	ringing	1800	442	255	or	
visit	goodbyegraffiti.wa.gov.au/.

you have not appeared in any known data 
breaches.
 More likely than not, it will tell you that it 
found a number of data breaches.
 If you click on one of the links that appears, 
it will tell you what data has been breached.
 It can include your username, password, 
email address, geographic location, IP 
address and gender.
 This is not a cause for alarm as it is 
something	that	you	can	fix	yourself.
	 The	simplest	way	of	fixing	this	is	to	set	up	
a new email address (Gmail is useful here), 
log into each of the breached web sites, and 
update	the	email	address	in	your	profile.
 You can also change your password.
 Remember to use a strong password and 
never reuse any password on another site.
 You can find some tips about creating 
strong passwords at bit.ly/371oT6j .
 If you no longer use that web site, you 
could delete your account instead.
 You can find more information at bit.
ly/2OfzeCS.

The view inside Toodyay Police Station from a new street camera near the Victoria Hotel.

https://bit.ly/2CCgxE3
https://bit.ly/2CCgxE3
https://bit.ly/371oT6j
https://bit.ly/2OfzeCS
https://bit.ly/2OfzeCS
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EMERGENCY SERVICES

Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade 
Morangup
Sue Maddrell

SUMMER seems to have made itself known 
early	this	year	with	extreme	fire	danger	days	
and 40-42 degree heat.
 Morangup has been on standby or gone out 
to	several	fires	in	the	district.
 Hopefully the extreme heat doesn’t continue 
into summer.
 At the time of writing a couple of our 
members are still on deployment at Kalgoorlie.
 We also welcome a new member, Kriss who 
has completed his training and is ready to be 
part of a team.
 Being part of a team is what it’s all about.

Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade 
Coondle-Nunile
Max J Heath

WELL folks, this will be the last article from 
the old shed.
 It appears we move in early this month and 
an	official	opening	will	be	held	shortly	after.
	 We	will	definitely	miss	the	atmosphere	at	the	
old	shed	but	will	soon	develop	an	affiliation	
with the new premises.
 There have been a few call outs in the past 
month	with	a	couple	of	close	calls	of	fires	that	
were contained early but could have been a lot 
worse.
 At the time of writing there seems to be quite 
a lot of work still to be done, around the outer 
side	of	the	new	building	but	we	are	confident	
this will be done before we move and have our 
official	opening.
 Millie and I have recently been to Tasmania 
and	the	day	after	we	flew	into	Hobart	there	were	
a	few	fires	in	Tasmania,	but	these	were	quickly	
controlled.
 Then while the rest of the east was burning, 
we were wearing thick coats as there was a 
considerable snow falling in Tassie.
 We stayed a few nights in a place called Snug 
where	in	1969	fires	killed	67	people;	of	the	120	
buildings in the town, only 40 remained. They 
have a memorial near where we were staying 
and it was very moving to read all about it.
 Once again, what do some people think they 
are doing when one hears that some of the 
eastern	states	fires	were	deliberately	lit	in	those	
conditions – or any conditions for that matter.
 Anyway folks, we would like to wish one and 
all a very Merry Christmas and a happy New 
Year from the Coondle-Nunile Volunteer Bush 
Fire Brigade.

Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade 
Bejoording
From the desk of The Badger

THE FIRE season is definitely upon us 
and if we have the predicted long hot and 
dry summer, there is a great risk to our 
community if we don’t acknowledge it’s a 
time for extra vigilance.
 We have seen enough devastation on the 
other side of the country.
 A big thank you to our new captain 
Brian Rigby who has settled well into this 
demanding role. Thank you also to Lawrence 
Hayward	as	first	lieutenant	who	has	been	an	

St John Ambulance
Carolynne Haigh

THANK you, thank you, thank you 
to each and every one of you that has 
supported us throughout 2019, whether 
by	 donating	 to	 our	 raffles,	 purchasing	
raffle	tickets	or	the	very	generous	cash	
donations we have received from many 
of you.
 Without your continued support we 
would not have the wonderful facilities 
and well-maintained ambulances that we 
are fortunate to have here in Toodyay.
 Many thanks also go to the amazing 
volunteers who give up so much of their 
time to help our community members 
in their time of need, and also to their 
families who support them with their 
commitment.
 Comradeship, passion, dedication and 
support are at the heart of our sub-centre 
family.
 This year we introduced the Community 
Transport Service to Toodyay.
 The impetus for this service came from 
a long-serving, dedicated and determined 
leader, fellow volunteer and friend of 
many, after establishing the need for it 
in Toodyay.
 With this service we were able to recruit 
a further 11 volunteers and they too are 
now a crucial part of our family.
 Due to unforeseen circumstances we 
will	not	be	holding	the	monster	raffle	this	
year.
 We strongly hope that any of you who 
donated to this will support us in our 
decision to donate the trolley-load to 
Toodyay Locals Care who will distribute 
to local community members in need.
 As the festive season draws close, 
please look after yourselves and those 
around you but know that we are here 
should our services be required.
 Wishing you all a safe and prosperous 
Christmas and New Year.

EMPLOYERS who play a vital role in keeping 
the community safe by supporting the state’s 
emergency services have been recognised at the 
2019 Volunteer Employer Recognition Awards.
 Many employers allow emergency services’ 
volunteers to take time off work to respond 
to incidents or attend training, enabling them 
to deliver essential services that keep local 
communities safe.

outstanding backstop for Brian. He has used 
his skills as a trainer/assessor to steer our 
training efforts through the quieter seasons.
 Our brigade is getting well prepared for 
the season ahead with a series of refresher 
training sessions that go right back to basics, 
even for the seasoned old timers.
 There were a number of call-outs during 
November and the expanded team in 
Bejoording ensured that we met all demands 
placed upon us.
 Thank you to all our members for your 
support and especially to everyone who 
attended call-outs.
 As this will be the last column until 
February the Bejoording Volunteer Bush 
Fire Brigade uses this opportunity to wish 
the	entire	Toodyay	Shire	a	safe,	fire-free,	and	
happy holiday period.
 Our next regular meeting will be replaced 
by our joint Christmas Party with the 
Bejoording Community Group at the shed 
on Wednesday December 18 at 6pm.
 Members will be advised of training 
sessions but we anticipate that the first 
Sunday of every month will continue in the 
new year including Sunday January 5 at 2pm.
 The Bejoording Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade asks you to be vigilant and careful 
using any tools or vehicles with the potential 
to	cause	a	fire.
 Remember to always plan and prepare for 
fire	and	have	a	clear	contingency	strategy	in	
place should things get out of control. Fires 
can be a catastrophic risk to people, animals 
and property, so take care.
 Advice is free but getting it wrong can be 
expensive.
 If you have any questions remember you 
can contact Barry Grey on 0428 742 149 or 
The Badger on 0414 250 484. Please leave 
a message if we’re not there.

 The Shire of Northam won a Silver Volunteer 
Employer Recognition Award at the awards 
ceremony on the November 1 at Government 
House in Perth.
 “Volunteers remain an important part of 
our shire and I thank each and every one of 
them and also thank the volunteers involved 
in nominating the shire of Northam,” Shire 
President Chris Antonio said.

From left: Northam Shire President Chris Antonio, Cheryl Greenough and Minister for 
Emergency Services, Corrective Services Fran Logan.

Northam wins silver in 
volunteer awards

Are you prepared for a risky fire season?

New shed opens for 
business this month

Bricks and walls up on Morangup station rebuild
 A team can be just one brigade or working 
with other brigades in the shire or when on 
deployment.
 No one works alone in any volunteer 
organisation and no one is more important than 
the organisation.
 Anyone wishing to join the Morangup 
Brigade can contact our captain, Jeff Venn on 
0417 714 798.
 Sharon, our secretary has taken on a few new 
roles and realised her workload is probably too 
big.
	 The	 rebirthing	 build	 at	 our	 fire	 station	 is	
starting to take shape.
 Bricks and walls are up with others being 
taken down and we are all looking forward to 
neat and tidy work areas and ceilings.

 For Morangup residents, the brigade will 
hold its annual barbecue for the community 
on Saturday December 7 at 6pm.
 Meat and bread rolls will be provided with 
residents bringing a salad or desert to share. 
BYO drinks.
	 There	will	be	a	raffle	with	several	prizes.

11 volunteer 
drivers sign on to 

help patients
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EMERGENCY SERVICES

from KISS Catering
Christmas catering

Seafood
Prawns From Exmouth 
Cooked, Peeled, Tails on $48.99 kg medium - $58.95 kg large
Cooked unpeeled $25.95 small - $28.95 medium - $35.95 large
Accompanied by Seafood Sauce and/or Chilli Jam for dipping
Balmain Bugs
Whole  $45.95 kg
Scallops
1/2 Shell 
Large  $27.95 dozen
Medium $19.95 dozen
Oysters
Fresh Australia $24.95 dozen
Frozen - NZ $22.95 dozen
Frozen - Local  $21.95 dozen

Desserts
Cheesecakes – Whole $35.00 (serves 12)
Berries and White Chocolate
Passionfruit & Pineapple w Ginger
Swirls of All Chocolate.
House Made Pavlova – decorated with either   $29.00 serves 10
Fresh berries  Chocolate Shavings and cream
Tropical delights – Passionfruit, Banana, Pineapple, Kiwi Fruit
Individual Crème Brulee's $5.00 each
Sticky Date Puddings with Toffee Sauce $5.00 each
Minted Mousse Cheesecake with Oreo Crumb  $5.00 each
(served in disposable “glass”)

 Grazing table to start the feast
·Selection Of Salami's,  Cold Meat,  Cheeses Dried Fruits & Nuts
· Hummus,  Blue Cheese And Fig Dip
· Semi Sundried Tomatoes, Olives, Roasted Red Capsicums
· Assorted Crackers And Breads And Evoo For Dipping
$12.50 per person

Finger Foods
·  Our Famous Mini Sausage Rolls
·  Little Beef Pies 
· Locally made Spring Rolls
·  Spinach and Fetta Rolls
· Meatballs in Spicy BBQ Sauce
· Arancini
All ready to be heated on Aluminium Trays
$2.50 per selection per person

The Main Event
Glazed Leg Ham    $12.00 per kg
· 1/2 legs 3-4 kg whole legs 6-7 kgs
· Choice of Glazes 
· Pineapple & cherries
· Slices of Orange, Cloves and Maple Syrup
· Sticky Asian Style 
· Peach and Rum 
Turkey
· Seasoned with Lemon, Thyme, Onions & Breadcrumbs or
· Stuffed with Cranberries and Forced Meat
· Whole Turkey, Turkey Buff (Breast of Turkey with bone in) $16.00 per kg
· Turkey Breast Roll $19.00 per kg 
(based on raw weight but fully cooked and ready to eat - specify hot or cold)
Roast Leg Of Pork $16.00 per kg
Crispy Crackle and always served with homemade Apple Sauce
(based on raw weight but fully cooked and ready to eat - specify hot or cold)
Roast Shoulder Of Pork (bone Out) $14.00 Per Kg

MENU

For your christmas catering orders 
contact Lynda Burke on 9574 4086 

or 0438 748 853

Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Julimar
Alison Wroth

AS YOU drive around the shire, you see 
tall grass on empty blocks, road reserves 
and around houses and unless land has 
been grazed, slashed or mowed in recent 
months to lower the fuel content, the 
possibility of the months ahead being easy 
for	the	fire	fighters	is	slim.
 Hopefully these blocks have decent 
firebreaks (all clear, no branches or 
regrowth) which allow good access for 
fire	brigades	to	attend	when	needed.
 Total Fire Bans (TFBs) are declared 
on extreme weather days but they are 
also declared when widespread fires 
are	 seriously	 stretching	 the	fire-fighting	
resources of all brigades.
 The need for the ban is assessed 
throughout the day and you should check 
the Emergency WA website after 6pm to 
see if a ban has been declared for the next 
day.
 When a TFB is declared, the lighting 
of any fires in the open air and any 
other	 activities	 that	may	 start	 a	 fire	 are	
prohibited.
	 The	ban	 includes	all	open	air	fires	 for	
the purposes of cooking or camping, also 
no	bonfires	if	you’re	having	a	night-time	
party in the middle of summer; it comes 
down to common sense in the end.
	 By	 this	 stage	 of	 the	 fire	 season,	 after	
having discussed it with the entire family,  
you	should	have	made	a	definite	decision	
as to what your Fire Plan is should a major 
fire	start	up	near	your	home.
 If you are going to stay and defend your 
home and property it will require a huge 
amount of courage, water, operational 
mobile	 fire-fighting	 equipment	 and	 the	
support of one or more people.
 Option two is to take identification, 
clothing, photos, medication, small pets 
etc. (anything that you can’t do without 
you should have in a storage box now 
– preferably not plastic) and head off as 
early	as	possible	after	hearing	the	fire	alert.
 If you do have any questions about 
staying and defending or about what to 
take and when to leave etc., the members 
of the Julimar brigade are always willing 
to give advice and will try to answer your 
concerns.
 Always feel free to come down to the 
Julimar	fire	shed	on	Friday	evenings	from	
5.30pm onwards to meet the members 
of our brigade, enjoy a nice supper and 
possibly	enter	the	chook	raffle.
	 Advice	on	fire	plans	 is	 freely	given	at	
this time of year, and Grant and Wade will 
give advice on anything if asked.
 Corri has advised that the next training 
session will be held on Sunday December 
14 at 9am. PPE is requested for that 
morning.
 The freezer has recently been packed 
with homemade meals by the catering 
ladies,	so	all	fire	fighters	will	have	a	nice	
meal	on	the	fire	ground	if	catering	is	done	
by the Julimar brigade.
 Thank you to all concerned who make 
these meals.
	 We	look	forward	to	seeing	you	at	the	fire	
shed	this	fire	season	and	if	you	have	any	
queries or applications for membership; 
please feel free to email our secretary 
brigadesecretary@julimarvbfb.org.au 
and you will be responded to as soon as 
possible.
 Merry Christmas wishes and a safe and 
healthy New Year.

Toodyay Fire Ready Groups and 
Toodyay Central Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade
John Hansen and Mick McKeown

SUNDAY December 29 will mark the 
tenth	anniversary	of	the	Toodyay	bush	fire.
	 The	fire	started	just	before	1pm	on	a	day	
with temperatures over 45 degrees and 
extremely strong winds.
	 Nevertheless,	240	fire	fighters	 in	more	
than 80 brigade appliances and many 
other citizens in more than 40 private 
fire-fighting	units	contained	the	fire	before	
nightfall.
	 The	history	of	the	fire	and	the	damage	
done have been well documented.
 We don’t want to go through that 
experience again but we can all learn from 
it.
 A Bush Fire Ready program has been 
running in Toodyay this year.
 The Bush Fire Ready program and 
Toodyay Central Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade will be at the Toodyay Christmas 
Street Party on Friday December 6.
 They will provide an opportunity for the 
community to remember what happened 
10 years ago and to understand what we 
can learn from those historic events.
 However, our focus is how we can 
prevent	or	cope	with	a	similar	fire	in	the	
future.
 We will have 5 Minute Fire Chat packs 
available.
 The packs are designed to help us decide 
when to leave and decide where to go and 
which	way	to	go	in	the	event	of	a	bush	fire.
	 Bushfires	are	unpredictable	and	happen	

Indecision can kill when fire approaches

Bush regenerates after the disastrous 2009 fire.
every year and the single biggest killer is 
indecision.
 To survive a bush fire we must be 
prepared to make our own decisions.
 The 5 Minute Fire Chat has been 

prepared by the Department of Fire and 
Emergency Services (DFES) to help us 
make our own decisions.
 So, please drop by our display at the 
street	party	to	find	out	more.
 If you want more information about the 
Fire Ready program contact John Hansen 
on 0491 228 742.
	 If	you	are	interested	in	finding	out	more	
about Toodyay Central brigade, or if you 
would like to join, please get in touch with 
our captain, Mick McKeown, 0439 998 
808, or our secretary, Lorraine Hort, 0407 
421 234.

Plan your move 
when a fire 
threatens

mailto:brigadesecretary@julimarvbfb.org.au
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128 Fitzgerald Street, Northam
(Entry via Stewart’s Pharmacy, off 

Minson Ave car park)

Phone: 0410 422 303
kindredspiritboutique@outlook.com

kindredspiritboutiqueandgift

OPEN: Mon - Fri 9am to 5.30pm, 
Sat 9am - 2pm

For all women, 
wheatbelt and beyond, 

size 6 to 22+

Shop 12, Northam Boulevard
171 Fitzgerald Street Northam

and 

AT AWARD-winning Northam café Happy 
Days Coffee Pot, owners Brad and Sue 
Day say their string of prestigious business 
awards is down to their constant focus on 
customer service and quick responses to 
changing needs.
 The formula is proving a winner – the 
couple have acquired a second Northam 

Happiness first – the golden rule for customer care
Advertorial

From left: Cassie Rowe Labor MLA for 
Belmont, Sue and Brad Day at the 26th 
Belmont and WA Small Business Awards.

outlet, 2 Days Café, and are working hard to 
ensure their focus on customer needs and 
community support pays off a second time.
 Brad and Sue are celebrating their fourth 
anniversary this month with an impressively 
long list of regional accolades from the 
Avon Valley Business Excellence Awards, 
beginning in 2016 after just a year of trading.

 Their most recent award is from the 26th 
Belmont and WA Small Business Awards 
as 2019 Winner of the Customer Service 
Award.
 The couple’s passion for food and the 
desire to run their own business came 
together in November 2015 with the 
purchase of the Happy Days Coffee Pot.
 Recognition for the business since 
then includes taking the winner or finalist 
position in no fewer than eight categories 
at the 2019 awards, including winner of 
People’s Choice and the Best Business 
Six-plus Employees.
 Brad puts their success down to a 
combination of service and keeping up to 
date with trends.
 “We’ve created a very strong focus on 
our customers’ needs and wants with 
feedback cards in our café to monitor our 
performance and make changes from 
suggestions.
 “We offer a very clean modern industrial 
style café with great comfort and ambience. 
 “As owners we regular ly at tend 
workshops to learn more about the 
latest trends in marketing and customer 
service along with improving our business 
management skills.
 “We are very active in our community 
by sponsoring organisations and helping 
charity groups.
 “Our social media marketing includes 
promotion on Facebook, Instagram and on 
our web page to promote our business.” 
 The couple’s community suppor t 
credent ia ls  inc lude Brad’s  board 
membership of the Northam Chamber 
of Commerce, while Sue is kept busy 
developing her idea for an Australiana Art 
Competition in Northam to raise funds for 
the Northam Rotary Club

Paul Harrington

IN THE nineteenth century a group of 
citizens revived the Order of St John in 
England, drawing their inspiration from 
the example of the Knights of St John who 
in medieval times offered care and shelter 
for pilgrims and crusaders.
 St John Ambulance was subsequently 
formed to put its humanitarian ideals into 
practice in the new industrial society, 
promoting	the	cause	of	first	aid	for	the	sick	
and wounded through volunteer effort – a 
novel but much needed concept.
 The Order of St John is a major 
international charity, accredited by the 
United Nations whose organisations 
provide	first	aid,	health	care	and	support	
services in more than 40 countries around 
the world.
 The order’s charitable works are carried 
out by the St John Eye Hospital Group 
in Jerusalem and St John Ambulance 
organisations worldwide with more than 
400,000 volunteers.
 The Order of St John traces its origins 
back 900 years to the Hospitalle from 
which St John today derives its inspirations 
and maxims – Pro Fide Pro Utilitate 
Hominum, For the Faith and in the Service 
of Humanity.
 The movement spread to Australia in 
1883 and has since developed into the 

Ancient order slays loyal foot soldier
organisation we know today.
 St John is a Royal Order of Chivalry with 
the Queen as its Sovereign Head.
 It is a self-funding charity in the 
Australian community working For the 
Service of Humanity.
 St John has been active in Australia for 
more than 135 years and internationally 
is part of a wider organisation with a long 
and honourable history.
 Its vision for the future, whether acting 
alone or in partnership with others, is the 
provision of charitable and humanitarian 
services to individuals, groups and 
organisations.
 Relief work for persons in sickness, 
distress, suffering or danger recognises no 
barrier of race, colour or creed.
 In Australia, St John is the country’s 
leading	provider	of	first	aid	services	and	
training.
 So what has gone wrong? Have our 
leaders forgotten what St John was formed 
for?
 Have they lost passion and compassion 
for the people?
 Have they lost touch with what 
volunteering is all about?
 Charlie Wroth was made a member of 
the Order of St John at a Government 
House investiture in April, sacked from 
his post last month and banished from the 
ambulance service.

 Why? How can this happen?
 How many people would you trust with 
your life or the lives of your children? Very 
few I would think.
 How many lives have been entrusted to 
Charlie’s care over his 39 years of service 
with St John? Countless I would think.
 I have worked with Charlie on many 
occasions and witnessed his passion, 
compassion and dedication to St John and 
our community.
 He works with a big heart, not a big ego.
 Charlie will also speak his mind and if 
he sees a problem that needs addressing, 
he will address it.
 What happened to the quote by English 
author Evelyn Beatrice Hall, 1906: “I 
disapprove of what you say, but will 
defend to the death your right to say it.”
 Our community need not fear that our 
dedicated volunteers, old and new, will 
compromise the needs of the Toodyay 
people. Charlie for one would not want 
that.
 As a committee member and current 
chairperson these are my personal thoughts.
 Thoughts from a friend, who has 
admiration and respect for all that Charlie 
has done and given to the people of 
Toodyay.
 There is no greater gift than giving your 
time which makes Charlie an extremely 
generous person.

Charlie Wroth after being awarded an Order 
of St John Cross for “outstanding service”.

Book a place for $5 
Xmas Day lunch

TOODYAY Locals Care invites people and 
families who are looking for company on 
Christmas Day to a long-table lunch at noon 
in the Memorial Hall.
 To book a place, ring or text Roz on 0427 
744 352 or visit the Toodyay Locals Care 
Facebook page.
 The lunch costs only $5 per person.
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Continued from Page 4.
LETTERS

Rhymes ring out in historic hall

A BIG audience attended this year’s Bush Poets Festival and Silver Quill written and 
performance competition in the town’s historic Memorial Hall. Tom McIlveen was overall 
written winner with Pappinbarra Dreaming and Roger Cracknell was judged best performer.

Sacked in secret
TOODYAY St John Ambulance Sub-Centre 
members heard of Charlie Wroth’s sacking 
via an after-hours email.
 No reason was given and we remain 
uninformed.
 Charlie and all other sub-centre chairpersons 
have been directed to remain silent, leaving 
Charlie open to scrutiny and personal 
defamation.
 Ironically, in April this year, Charlie received 
one of the highest accolades from St John 
for his outstanding service to St John and 
community.
 I applaud Charlie and his family who have 
sacrificed	much	in	the	name	of	St	John.
 Our sub-centre thrived under Charlie’s 
leadership. At the time of his sacking Charlie 
held the chair and was a sub-centre training 
facilitator,	driver	trainer,	mentor,	first	responder,	

Ol’ Blind Joe eyes wide open
I FOR one am glad for the alternate 
perspective and well-researched, lesser-
known information offered by Stirling 
Hamilton in his Herald column Ol’ Blind 
Joe.
 Historic and present-day manipulation of 
other countries and atrocities perpetrated 
in our name by the powers that be lead to 
generations of hatred.
 No matter how much you dislike the 
customs of another culture, two wrongs 
don’t make a right.
	 Lack	of	empathy,	fixation	on	the	almighty	
dollar and an ‘I’m alright Jack’ attitude 
comes before a fall.
 Left, right or brindle, if the greed-ridden 
money lenders and those deeply beholden to 
them aren’t constantly scrutinised and held 
to account, we’ll end up with multitudes of 
very angry, disinherited, hungry souls of 
many creeds on our doorstep.
 Living is easy with eyes closed – in the 
short term. 

R Barker
Julimar

Headphones help memory
WE WOULD like to express our sincere thanks 
to the Toodyay Lions Club for their generous 
donation of $500 to purchase 11 Digitech 

Too long for a letter
I RECENTLY submitted an opinion piece 
(more than 750 words) to The Toodyay 
Herald about the Toodyay Road upgrade.
 I was told it could not be published 
because The Herald does not publish lengthy 
opinions from readers unless the author has 
a particular expertise in the subject,
 I was invited to reduce it to half its length 
for publication as a Letter to the Editor but I 
can’t do that. Anyone interested can contact 
me for a copy.

Bethan Lloyd
Nunile

first	aider	and	cross-community-organisation	
link – an unsurpassed contribution.
 St John management must reconsider their 
treatment of volunteers who are shrugged off 
when issues are raised.
 We have no external association to take our 
concerns to.
 They care little about volunteers, except to 
ensure we minimise their spending on paid 
paramedics in regional areas.
 Despite St John management’s attitude, 
please be reassured our local Toodyay 
ambulance volunteers will continue to provide 
an uninterrupted, compassionate service for 
those needing an ambulance –because we do 
care.

Kerry Fletcher
Toodyay

Very poor and unfair
REGARDING the removal of the Toodyay 
Ambulance Sub-Centre chairperson by St 
John.

Outstanding job
BIG THANKS to Toodyay Cr Paula 
Greenway and the shire rangers – especially 
Chris – who helped with a situation that 
wasn’t your usual dog-related incident.
 I won’t go into the details but a potentially 
messy situation for all involved was resolved 
in a timely manner without too much stress 
overall.
 I found the rangers’ commonsense 
approach, professionalism and excellent 
customer service a credit to the shire.
 Thanks again Cr Greenway for your phone 
call, even though you were on leave at the 
time, and Chris who did an outstanding job 
in an unusual situation.

Steve Weston
Toodyay

 Three things.
 Firstly, my condolences to Charlie and his 
family. They have been treated very poorly 
and unfairly by St John.
 Secondly, I commend the ambo vollies who 
continue to service our town.
  Most have said they do this for the 
community, not the organisation, and if there 
was an alternative service provider, that they 
would change uniform.
 Be extra nice to them as they are doing it 
tough.
 Thirdly, will any good come of this?
 One can only hope that the public and 
political attention given to the matter 
might lead to a change of culture within 
management of St John.
	 Volunteers	make	a	tremendous	sacrifice	in	
what they do.
  It would be nice if they did it for, instead 
of despite St John. 

Wayne Fletcher
Toodyay

Rechargeable Headphones for members of 
the Toodyay community who are living with 
memory loss/dementia.

The headphones with in-built FM radio, 
microphone and SD Card (to record music) 
are proving to be a huge success with the local 
recipients.
 With the number of people throughout 
Australia living with dementia increasing daily, 
and music being recognised as providing a 
calm	and	relaxing	 influence,	 the	residents	of	
Toodyay are extremely fortunate in having a 
progressive and forward-thinking Lions Club 
to assist them through this indiscriminate life-
changing journey.
 If anyone in Toodyay is living with memory 
loss/dementia and has not yet received their 
free set of headphones please contact Angi on 
0468 549 143.

Angi McCluskey
Forget-Me-Not 

Memory Café
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Lemons, choppers and mean muscle machines

Last month’s Toodyay Car and Motorcyle Show drew a big crowd on a warm day to the town’s local Showgrounds. Among star exhibits was a 1958 US Edsel (above) built with unique 
push-button transmission and lube. The Edsel became obsolete almost as soon it was launched due to declining car sales during a US recession, and production ended after only two years. 
There were plenty of other shiny engines and polished chrome to admire (below right), and some Easy Rider-style choppers (below left) flanked by rows of giant two-wheel highway hogs. 
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Morangup Matters
Morangup Progress Association
Jo Hart

On NOVEMBER 30 there was a shire 
information session held at the hall, the 
first	such	event	for	the	councillors	elected	
in the October election.
 Crs Bill Manning, Rosemary Madacsi, 

Firebreaks, rangers and roads get airing
Ben Bell, Susan Pearce, Beth Ruthven 
and Therese Chitty attended however 
Morangup resident Cr Phil Hart was 
unable to attend as he was recovering from 
a medical procedure he had the previous 
afternon.
 Attendance was low with the majority 
consisting of councillors and their partners, 
council employees and Morangup Progress 

Toodyay Shire President Bill Manning welcomes Morangup residents in the local hall.

Toodyay Progress Association
Geoff Appleby, Acting-Chairman

CHAIRMAN Larry Graham and Vice-
Chairman Lesley-Jane (LJ) Campbell have 
resigned from their committee executive for 
personal reasons and we will be electing a 
new committee at the AGM which will be 
held on Wednesday 19 February 2020. 
 It is hard to remember how dysfunctional 
civic affairs in Toodyay were before the TPA 
came on the scene about three years ago.
 We have had our critics but despite all 
their allegations, we have attacked no-one 
and have remained focussed on policies, 

2J2AIR 105.3FM
Ken Stivey

TWO YEARS on and we’re still here.
 Despite a shoestring budget, our small band 
of volunteers has kept us on air and looking 
positively towards another year.
 Three programs recently reached the 100 
episode mark, so congratulations to Ken’s 
Ready 2 Rock, The Badger’s Swooners and 
Crooners and Bethan’s Green Hour, for their 
dedication to the cause.
 Thanks to all our sponsors, the community 
groups who utilise our services, and to our 
listeners for their positive comments and 
interaction in social media over the year.
 Take care and be safe over the holiday season.

Program guide

MONDAYS: 11am The Green Hour; 1pm 
Swooners and Crooners and 2pm Jazz.
 Tuesdays: 8pm Hooked on Classicals.
 Wednesdays: 11am The Green Hour (repeat); 
8pm Wide World of Folk and 9pm Blues.
 Thursdays: Noon Wide World of Folk 
(repeat).
 Fridays: 11am The Green Hour (repeat); 7pm 
Ready 4 Country; 8pm Ready 4 Retro, and, 9pm 
Ready 2 Rock.
 Saturdays: Noon Country (old) and 1pm 
Country (new).
 Sundays: 9am Hooked on Classicals (repeat); 
noon Ready 4 Country (repeat); 8pm Swooners 
and Crooners (repeat) and 9pm Jazz.
 Daily 10am and 3pm What’s On in Toodyay 
community information.

Association (MPA) Committee members, 
with	 around	five	 additional	members	 of	
the Morangup community.
 The CEO provided a brief update on 
current projects.
 Topics raised by community members 
included:	 traffic	speeds	and	speed	 limits	
both in Morangup and on Fernie and Salt 
Valley Roads; a range of points concerning 
aspects of firebreak requirements and 
community information (or lack of it) 
about some of these; right of access to 
properties by rangers for different reasons 
and the appropriateness, or otherwise, of 
some ranger communications (or lack of) 
with property owners and, road conditions, 
repairs and sealing.
 January sees a couple of MPA events 
– we have Cuppa and a Chat on Sunday 
January 5 and on Australia Day we will be 
having a barbecue (details nearer the time).
  Morangup Progress Association would 
like to wish everyone a peaceful and restful 
Christmas and New Year break.
 If you are a Morangup resident then we 
would love you to join the local progress 
association. Annual membership is $10 per 
family.
 Check out our Facebook page facebook.
com/morangupmpa/ where we regularly 
share items of local interest.

Larry steps down, new elections due
processes and procedures.
 At the same time as strongly putting 
forward the case for the public interest, we 
have always tried to act respectfully. 
 Our role has often attracted ill-informed 
comments about negativity but questioning 
authority is a necessary ingredient of 
democratic processes.
 It is worth noting that no action has ever 
been taken against the TPA but recently in 
an unusual step the Standards Panel ordered 
the former shire president to apologise to us 
for his disparaging comments. 
 Despite the requirements of the Local 
Government Act, the elected councillors of 
the past acted as a tool of the administration; 
hopefully after the October elections those 
roles will now properly be reversed.
 The last elections were important because, 
after TPA actions led to the removal of the 
ward	system,	this	was	the	first	time	all	those	
in the shire have been given an opportunity 
to vote for all their councillors. 
 Rates were running out of control at levels 
over	the	CPI	plus	an	extra	five	per	cent	was	
added on; while we claim rates are still 
way too high, the increases have slowed 
significantly.
 But still more work needs to be done 
because	the	‘long	term	financial	plan’	shows	
that after a decade of these inbuilt increases, 
the	shire	will	be	in	financial	difficulties.	
 We noticed that council’s strategic plan 
was out of date and had not been properly 
reviewed and our actions changed that. We 
insert a quick reminder that it is due for a 
statutory review again early next year.
 Then there were the secret legal fees that 
were being concealed from the ratepayers. It 
was only the TPA actions that led to anyone 
being informed that well over half a million 
dollars had been spent on a case the CEO 
advised had “no reasonable prospect of 
recovery ...”.
 We suspect that the shire made secret 
payments to settle cases and, nearly three 
years on, the matter is still before the 
Freedom of  Information Commissioner.
	 Then	of	course	there	is	the	official	inquiry	
that is due to report soon. We don’t know 
what the inquiry will say or what it will 
mean, but even if it has done nothing else, 
the inquiry has brought proper process and 
decision-making into focus.
 This outcome, combined with a changed 
council and a new CEO, gives us some 

optimism for the future.
 We were happy to play our role in holding 
the well-attended candidates’ night where all 
the prospective councillors were able to put 
forward their views.
 Hopefully now that we have councillors 
elected for the first time by the wider 
community, they will try to work in accord 
with the law and in the best interests of the 
community.
 It is hoped that a new committee will 
take the TPA in a more positive direction 
next year; this was the original aim of the 
association until its approaches were rejected 
and treated with hostility by the council and 
administration.
 As always, we point out that we are a not-
for-profit,	volunteer	public	advocacy	group	
that has not, and will not, run supported or 
endorsed	candidates	for	elected	office.
 In the meanwhile, we wish everyone a 
Happy Christmas and best wishes for 2020.

Three shows chalk 
up 100 episodes

Toodyay 
Express
✰ WHITE GOODS ✰ YOUR GOODS

✰ FURNITURE ✰ FARM EQUIPMENT
✰ ALL GOODS ✰ SAME DAY SERVICE

Prompt pickup and delivery to or from the 
metropolitan area and into the surrounding 

areas of the Avon Valley

Ph/Fax 9631 1113
Mobile 0409 118 019

Pete & Maureen

We “CARE”
“CUSTOMERS ARE REALLY EVERYTHING”
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Bolgart News
Pam McGill

BOLGART School’s Senior Room recently 
had a very successful camp at Kalbarri.
 The students participated in a variety of 
activities including Challenge by Choice 
where students were encouraged to give 
everything a go and to get out of their 
comfort zones.
 Awards for Aussie of the month went to 
Tobias Moore and Mason Clarke.
	 Merit	Certificates	in	the	Junior	Room	went	
to Rose Moore and Jason Kingwell; Senior 
Room, Tristan Snooke and Caleb Wallace.
 Congratulations to Ray and Doris 
Martin who celebrated their 59th wedding 
anniversary and to Doris for winning the 
best hat prize at the Melbourne Cup lunch 
in Northam.
 An Australian navy test  on a sample of Ray 
Martin’s	DNA	to	find	out	if	he	was	a	cousin	
of an unknown sailor from HMAS Sydney 
whose body was washed up on Christmas 
Island in 1941 has proved negative.
 Congratulations to Hannah Martin, 
granddaughter of Lindsay and Luanne 
Martin and great-grandaughter of Ray and 
Doris Martin for being runner-up champion 
girl at the interschool carnival at Mundaring 
on November 15.

Bejoording Community Group News
From the desk of The Badger

YES, IT’S that time of the year.
	 The	final	column	until	February	and	my	last	
chance to wish all Herald readers a very happy 
festive season and yes, footy is on the horizon.
 It often occurs to us that up here we are 
isolated at times; when we need to get to town 
maybe to catch the train, to collect our cars 
from a service or tyre replacement, or maybe 
it’s a visitor who wants to visit us and has no 
transport.
 We realise we really have no public transport 
or taxi service and the only thing ‘uber’ up here 
is our uber (i.e. super) community.
 I recently visited the Railway Transport 
Museum in Bassendean and was impressed 
by the network of local passenger railway 
services we once had in the south-west corner 
of Australia.
 I have a copy of a 1938 map which clearly 
shows a passenger service line from Toodyay 
up through Coondle, Bejoording, Bolgart, 
Bindi-Bindi all the way to Miling.
 The photograph in this column shows 
passengers and a diesel train in Bolgart 
probably in the early 1940s.
 How ‘uber’ would it be to have a single 
car light rail service on the existing line that 
coincided at least with the AvonLink service, 
morning and evening.
 I think a lot more of us would use this to get 
to and from Midland or Perth but perhaps it’s 
just wishful thinking.
 November was a good month out here in the 
styx with a fun Melbourne Cup Day, followed 

Badger sniffs out the scent 
of rail from a bygone era

by a feast night of leftovers on the following 
Wednesday evening.
 I’m sure everyone over-caters for Melbourne 
Cup Tuesday just so we can have a good feast 
the following evening.
 Our annual Christmas party will be held at the 
shed on Wednesday December 18 from 6pm. 
All welcome and bring the kids. As usual we 
will	have	some	highly	desirable	raffle	prizes.
	 It’s	 been	 a	 terrific	 year	 in	Bejoording,	 so	
thanks to all those who worked hard to make 
all our special feast nights and social events so 
successful.
 With the exception of our Christmas party 
at the shed, the usually boisterous and highly 
social Bejoording mob will settle down to 
quieter get-togethers on a smaller scale.
	 A	number	of	people	will	be	working	flat	out	
bringing the harvests in, others will be enjoying 
holidays away, and some will simply slow 
down and enjoy a rest.
 Here’s looking forward to an equally 
successful 2020.
 Your monthly reminder. We meet every 
Wednesday evening (except in January) at the 
Bejoording Community Centre which shares 
premises	with	 the	 local	 volunteer	 bush	 fire	
brigade in Bejoording Road.
 Come along from 6pm and leave when it suits 
you. It’s strictly ‘come as you are’ casual, kids 
are welcome and there are fun events every 
month.
 If you aren’t already a member, we’d love 
to get to know you. If you want to know more 
you can contact resident Barry Grey on 0428 
742 149, or call The Badger on 0414 250 484. 
Hope to see you soon.

A diesel train in Bolgart circa 1940s. Photo: Courtesy Alan Tree.

DNA test rules out Bolgart link to 
mystery HMAS Sydney sailor

Carol Greaves (left) and Barbara Mottershaw at the Bolgart Hotel’s Melbourne Cup lunch.

 Congratulations to former Bolgart resident 
Bevan Meston for being selected to represent 
WA in the Veterans Cricket Competition.
 If you wish to nominate a resident for next 
year’s Victoria Plains Australia Day Awards 
to be announced in Bolgart on Sunday 
January 26, forms are available at the shire.
 Nominations close at 4pm on Friday 
December 6.
 Congratulations to Bolgart’s Pam Meston 
and partner Tracey Jones from Goomalling 
for winning the 4BBB Stableford Event 
Goldfields	Ladies	Open	held	in	Kalgoorlie.	
Pam and Tracey had a great score of 51 
points.
 Dick and Deb Campbell hosted a Melbourne 
Cup lunch at the Bolgart Hotel where a good 
crowd enjoyed a superb buffet lunch served 
by Deb.
 The Campbell’s donated 10 per cent of 
the door sales to Breast Cancer Care so 
with	 the	 door	 sales	 and	 raffles,	which	 are	
also donated, and a game of heads and tails 
for a gold coin donation, the sum raised was 
$584.35 which was very kindly rounded up 
to $600 by Shane Greaves.
 Congratulations to Waveney Jones who 
was voted best dressed.
 It was a lovely day out and enjoyed by 
everyone attending.

Toodyay Miniature Railway
Vern Witney

THE LAST run for the year was going to be the 
second run in November but it was cancelled 
due to the abnormally hot weather.
 The next run day will be on Monday January 
27 on Australia Day 2020, when the shire pays 
us to give free rides to anyone who turns up.
 Due to the fact that I have retired from active 
service, I have a locomotive begging for a new 
owner.
 It used to be an ambition for little boys to 
want to grow up to be a locomotive driver. 

$10 buys your own locomotive to drive
If this used to be your ambition, here is your 
chance	to	fulfil	your	dream.
 Bear in mind, a locomotive is not a train; it 
is the traction vehicle which pulls trains.
 If you are mechanically minded, you can 
buy this loco for $10; all you have to then do 
is maintain it with the club paying for fuel and 
parts and drive it on run days and other days if 
you want to. Ring Vern on 9574 4507 to have 
a chat about your dream.
 Speaking of locomotives, The American 
Locomotive Company built 25 huge steam 
locos between 1941 and 1944.
	 Union	Pacific	ran	 these	engines	until	1959	
and eight of these engines survive today, 
mostly in museums in static displays. Number 
4014	was	reacquired	by	Union	Pacific	in	2013,	
restored and ran in May this year.
 You can see videos of this monster working 
on the internet.
 It is a simple articulated (bends in the middle) 
4-8-8-4 loco. The numbers mean it has 4 un-
driven wheels at the front to guide it along the 
rails, then two sets of eight driving wheels 
hinged in the middle, followed by another four 
un-driven wheels to help carry the weight of 
345 ton.
 The tender, which carries the coal and water 
weighs in at 155 ton when two-thirds loaded. 
The tender has seven axles to carry the load.
	 The	first	ones	built	in	1941	cost	$265,000;	if	
built today, each would cost about $4.5 million.
 By comparison, a General Grant Tank back 
then cost about $50,000. The maximum speed 
was 135km/h, but mostly operated at 100km/h. 
The most power generated was at 66km/h.
	 The	first	loco	built	was	called	Wasatch	but	
someone scrawled Big Boy in chalk on the front 
and this became the popular name.
 All this happened during wartime and poor-
quality coal needed to be used.
	 To	transfer	it	to	the	firebox,	a	steam-driven	
horizontal	auger	under	the	floor	was	used.	A	
person swinging a shovel couldn’t keep up.
 Post war increases in the price of coal and 
labour, plus the advent of efficient diesel-
electric power and gas turbine electric locos 
spelled the end of their operational lives. In 
their time, they were the largest and most 
powerful locos in the world.
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Toodyay Historical Society
Robyn Taylor

THOSE of us who lived in Toodyay at 
the time are painfully aware 29 December 
2019 marks 10 years since Toodyay 
experienced	a	catastrophic	bushfire.
 According to a report on the recovery 
process, prepared as a power-point 
presentation to Fire Emergency Services 
Association by the local recovery 
coordinator in 2010, 38 homes were 
destroyed, more than 70 were severely 
damaged and another 100 homes suffered 
some damage.
 Sheds and other structures were also lost 
or	 affected	 by	 the	fire	 that	 burnt	 nearly	
3000ha of land.
 There was massive media coverage, not 
just across Australia but also overseas and 
as a result Toodyay was overwhelmed with 
goodwill.
	 Donations	flowed	in	and	many	fundraisers	
were organised.
 Invaluable help was provided by two 

Ten years since catastrophic inferno
Toodyay ablaze at the height of the devastating December 2009 bushfire in which 38 homes were destroyed.

women who came over from Flowerdale 
and Murrindindi in Victoria.
 They had been involved with the recovery 
process following the horrendous Black 
Saturday	fires	that	took	place	in	February	
2009.
 They came as a gesture of thanks because 
of the assistance given by Toodyay 
volunteer	firefighters	and	they	knew	what	
had worked with their survivors.
 The regular survivors’ dinners held in the 
Memorial Hall was an initiative that was 
much appreciated.
 With Lotterywest funding, a project was 
undertaken by one of our members to 
collect examples of media coverage, print 
and television footage, photographs, oral 
histories,	official	reports	and	documents.
	 An	accompanying	project	report	reflects	
upon the lessons that were learnt and how 
the ‘one-stop-shop’ support system that 
evolved could be a blueprint for other 
communities	affected	by	bushfire.
 It wasn’t long before there were other 
fires; Roleystone-Kelmscott (February 

2011), Margaret River (November 2011), 
Parkerville, Stoneville and Mt Helena 
(January 2014), and Yarloop (January 
2016).
 Copies of the collected materials are 
lodged with our society and the shire’s 
museum, and the project report can be read 
on our website.
 Given the amount of available material 
about	the	bushfire,	our	society	gave	much	
thought	about	how	to	mark	this	significant	
event in Toodyay’s history, or if indeed we 
wanted to.
 Ten years may seem a long time ago, 
but with media coverage of catastrophic 
bushfires	raging	across	the	eastern	states,	
we feel there is no respite.
 So, the decision was made not to look 
back to 2009, but rather the present.
 We urge everyone to be prepared, heed 
advice, and give heartfelt thanks to our 
volunteer	firefighters	and	all	the	others	we	
rely on to make Toodyay a safe place to 
live.
 To conclude on a festive note, we all 

enjoyed our end-of-year sundowner at 
Donegan’s Cottage and look forward to 
decorating the front room of Drummond 
House (next to the bank) for the Christmas 
Street Party on Friday December 6 from 6 
to 9.30pm.
 Members are invited to come along to 
enjoy the fun and help with selling our 
Christmas	hamper	raffle	tickets.
 We thank The Toodyay Herald for 
publishing our monthly columns and wish 
all the staff a happy and well-deserved rest 
over the festive season.
 Contacts: secretary.2j.ths@gmail.
com; Robyn Taylor, rdtaylor@iinet.net.
au, phone 9574 2578, or Beth Frayne, 
toobide4@iinet.net.au, phone 9574 5971.
 Donegan’s Cottage Research Centre in 
the showgrounds is open on Thursdays 
from 1-3pm.
 Postal address: PO Box 32 Toodyay. 
Website: toodyayhistoricalsociety.org.au/.
 Books and displays at Drummond House, 
which is open on Saturdays 10am to noon.

mailto:secretary.2j.ths@gmail.com
mailto:secretary.2j.ths@gmail.com
mailto:rdtaylor@iinet.net.au
mailto:rdtaylor@iinet.net.au
mailto:toobide4@iinet.net.au
http://www.toodyayhistoricalsociety.org.au/
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Toodyay Agricultural Alliance
Frank Panizza

HARVEST in Toodyay is now in full swing.
 For many areas in WA, the 2019 harvest is 
already complete.
 Generally, yields have been disappointing 
with most farmers reporting yields down 50 
per cent on last year.
 Farmers in our shire have not had such a 
large drop in their yields as the rest of the 
state.
 Statewide yields are all down.  However, 
it must be remembered that last year was an 
exceptional year with near-record yields, 
particularly in low rainfall areas of WA.
 Despite lower yields, grain quality has not 
been as severely affected as much as some 
farmers had feared.
 Barley crops have had high screenings 
which has resulted in a large proportion 
of barley deliveries being assessed as feed 
grade, and not as malting grade.
 Malting-grade barley is used to manufacture 
malt which is consumed by beer and whiskey 
manufacturers.
 Barley is also used by Japan to produce 
Shochu, a clear spiritous drink similar to 
sake.
 Producers of malting barley in Toodyay 
target this market with their produce.
 Wheat quality in general has not been as 

Toodyay Agricultural Society
Alison Wroth

ON BEHALF of our retiring president Kevin 
Hutchings, the committee and membership 
of the Toodyay Agricultural Society we 
would like to thank you all for supporting 
this year’s 166th Toodyay Agricultural Show.
 It is well known that it has become very 
hard to organise any type of event in the past 
few years and depending on the weather, to 
pull	them	off	with	a	good	profit	at	the	end	of	
the day.
 So the support, backing and funding by 
the community and our sponsors is worth all 
the heartfelt thanks we endeavour to bestow 
throughout the year and after the event.
 If you enjoyed the entertainment and 
the showcasing of Toodyay this year, look 
forward to next year’s 167th Toodyay 
Agricultural Show which is already being 
planned with new ideas to add extra bling 
and make our beloved Show more attractive 
than ever.
 After our AGM in February 2020, the 
newly elected committee will set to work to 
organise an agricultural show that is highly 
commended near and far as the show to 
attend for entertainment, trade displays, 
child involvement and local produce, both 
agricultural and craft; in an endeavour to 
promote Toodyay in the state’s most historic 
and scenic showgrounds.
 With a new Equestrian Coordinator next 
year, the oval will be packed with activity 
to view all day – just like it should be.
 For anybody who is interested in joining 
one of the best committees around and 
assisting to organise the 167th Toodyay 
Show, come along to the Youth Hall at the 
showgrounds on Monday 10 February 2020 
at 7.30pm.
 All committee members must be (or be 
willing to become) members of the society; 
and to say you will enjoy yourself is putting 
it mildly.
 Spread the load, take on a job that you are 
skilled at and the event that we put on will 
be one for the history books.
 Tea and nibbles will be supplied after the 
general meeting that will follow.
 To wind up this year, may you all have a 
wonderful Christmas and a safe and healthy 
2020. See you in the New Year. Toodyay Farmers Market

Sandra Cousins

THIS month we need to begin with some 
thank yous.
 Firstly, to the valued committee members 
who did not stand for renomination at the 
recent AGM, your dedication, hard work 
and commitment are truly appreciated and 
you will be missed.
 Secondly, thank you to the four new 
committee members who put up their 
hands to take their places, how fortunate 
was that?
 Thank you for coming on board with 
your enthusiasm and commitment and this 
was certainly seen at last month’s very 
hot market day when everyone turned 
up and the extra hands were very much 
appreciated.
 Even a chainsaw was required and this 
was taken care of with a minimum of fuss.
 Talk about fortunate. We even had some 
enthusiastic people who missed the AGM 
but have put up their hands to take on 
volunteering jobs that were proving a little 
difficult	to	fill	so	another	thank	you.
 Our new president was out and about two 

Barley takes big hit as hay, lupins soar

badly affected as barley, with the majority 
of farmers saying that most wheat deliveries 
have been accepted into milling grades.
 Grain weights and protein levels have been 
normal, although screenings levels have been 
a little high.
 Livestock prices remain high with no 
indication that they will fall in the short term.
 Red meat prices, particularly lamb, 
continue to remain very strong with demand 
from overseas continuing to grow.
 Increasing demand for lamb from China 
and the United States means they are now 
major customers of frozen lamb.
 African Swine Fever in China has had a 
dramatic effect on the demand for red meat 
from Australia.
 Chinese agricultural authorities have taken 
the unprecedented step of slaughtering 100 

million pigs in a desperate attempt to control 
this virulent and devastating disease.
 Strong livestock prices and poor pastures 
combined with low yields for hay and feed 
grains have had an immediate effect on 
prices.
 Hay and lupin prices have risen sharply 
over the past few months with lupins now 
selling for $450 per tonne, an increase of 
$100 per tonne from one year ago.
 Some industry commentators suggest they 
could rise further.
 I would like to take this opportunity to wish 
everybody a Merry Christmas and a safe and 
happy new year.
 I would also like to thank Georgie Troup 
and other Toodyay Agricultural Alliance 
members for their help and input throughout 
the year.

Much of Toodyay’s barley harvest is destined for export markets.

Japanese summer drink Shochu, is made 
from local barley.

Many hands make light work at market
days into the job dealing with queries and 
making herself known; well done.
 Our markets are a very important part 
of our community and the support we are 
receiving is testament to that.  What makes 
our market so important though is the little 
things, and I would like to make special 
mention of the water spray bottles at the 
November market.
 Two of our members had the water spray 
bottles out with one member actually 
popping them in her freezer.
 This cool down was appreciated by stall 
holders and visitors alike so thank you to 
Sue and Marlene – country hospitality at 
its best.
 I must also mention all the stallholders, 
musicians and visitors who came out in 
the heat; thank you.
 Sunday December 15 will be the last 
market for the year so come along to our 
special Christmas market and purchase 
those last minute gifts, some produce, a 
plant, something to eat and lots more.
	 Due	to	the	popularity	of	the	first	February	
twilight market, this will be happening 
again next February; so keep this in mind.
 Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

Planning ahead for 
next year’s Show
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Butterly Cottages
Therese Chitty

THE MANAGEMENT committee of 
Butterly Cottages Inc. would like to 
wish all their members, volunteers and 
the Toodyay community a very safe and 
Happy Christmas.
 As a volunteer-run organisation the work 
does not stop for the normal Christmas 
break. Particular thanks must go to 
president Gretta Sauta who makes herself 
available at all times to ensure the smooth 
management of the cottages.
 This year`s fundraising will end with 
a	Christmas-themed	raffle	on	Friday	and	
Saturday December 13 and 14 outside 
the IGA. This will be combined with 
a membership drive ($5 to become a 
member) and information on how Butterly 
Cottages Inc. operates and of course, 
as always, the call for more helpers and 
volunteers.
 All members and tenants are invited to 
an information-sharing session at 2pm 
on Monday, December 16 which will be 
followed by an afternoon tea.
 Future projects for 2020 Butterly 
Cottages Inc. include a gazebo for Rosedale 
Village, with thanks to the Shire of 
Toodyay for the $5000 funding, extensive 
tree pruning at Butterly Cottages, and a 
new sign for historic Butterly House.

St John the Baptist Parish, Toodyay
Nyaree Lawler,

THE ST John the Baptist Parish of Toodyay 
held an Open Day on November 17 to 
remember all those who have been associated 
with the Mercy Convent and with the local 
Catholic school that was run for many years 
by the Sisters of Mercy.
 It was an opportunity to gather to remember 
past pupils, parishioners, community 
members, nuns, friars and priests and to 
recognise the huge effort that has been 
involved in their work over the past 135 
years.
 We weren’t sure how many people would 
come as the last students attended the school 
47 years ago when it closed at the end of 
1972.
 At one point it was standing room only 
inside and there were still people outside at 

At least 200 take last look at convent
that stage as well.
 Then when the numbers were dwindling, 
more people started trickling through.
 We must have had at least 200 people come 
on the day.
 Some were sharing memories, some 
brought albums and photos and others were 
catching up with old friends.
 Generations of families were there together.
 Some people just wanted to see inside the 
buildings out of interest or because of their 
architectural and historic value.
 On behalf of the parish council, I want 
to sincerely thank all the parishioners and 
their families who helped to ensure that the 
day was such a huge success and went so 
smoothly.
 Thank you to those who helped clean and 
prepare the church and hall.
 Thank you to those who participated in and 
helped to prepare the mass and to everyone 

who contributed food – there wasn’t a lot left.
 Thank you to everyone who helped set up 
and pack away and to those who helped in 
the kitchen.
 I don’t want to name people individually 
because it was a long day and I don’t want 
to forget someone and cause offence.
 It was an overwhelming response and I had 
personally underestimated the attachment 
that the community has to these historic 
buildings as shown by people travelling from 
Beverley, Bunbury and Perth to be there.
 Old scholars who attended the school, 
from the 1930s to the 1970s attended and 
personal memories of their time at the school 
were shared. We now have a whole lot more 
photos and history to collate.
 For more information regarding the Open 
Day or to contribute to the history of the 
school, please phone Mick McKeown on 
0439 998 808.

St John the Baptist Parish Council Deputy Chair Mick McKeown (right) shares a morning tea joke with visitors at last month’s open day.

Keep up-to-date with Toodyay! a perfect gift for friends and relatives

Subscription costs $33 for 11 months call 08 9574 2106 to arrange your gift subscription

New gazebo 
to help shade  

Rosedale

Seasons Greetings from us all 
at The Toodyay Herald


