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$700,000 spent on lawyers
– and that’s only
in the past four
financial years
Michael Sinclair-Jones

Targa West turns Toodyay shoppers’ car
park into high-speed pit stop
Mechanics swarm all over and under this $160,000 Lotus Exige Sport 410 driven by Peter Rullo and James Marquet which came second in
last month’s annual Targa West road rally through Toodyay. The Lotus can reach 0-100km/h in 3.4 seconds and has a top speed of 280km/h.

Historic local winery celebrates 100th year

Tasting in full swing at last month’s Coorinja Winery centenary celebrations. Letter, Page 4.

Shire tries to hide total
failure of street cameras
A VIOLENT car-jacking in Stirling Terrace
in which a woman was serious injured last
month has exposed a complete breakdown
in the town’s street video security network
operated by the Shire of Toodyay.
None of the shire’s 19 video security street
cameras mounted at key locations around
town have worked for months.
A shire camera outside the Toodyay Library
facing last month’s car-jacking (Police Beat,
Page 6) was out of action when the crime
occured, and there was no shire video to
provide evidence for police and insurers.
The shire decided several weeks ago not to
replace faulty equipment at its Fiennes Street
office but kept quiet about it to fool people
into thinking that the cameras still worked.
Continued Page 7.

THE SHIRE of Toodyay says it has spent a
total of $699,481 of ratepayers’ money on
lawyers in the last four financial years.
The figure was revealed by Shire President
Brian Rayner at last month’s council meeting
in answer to a written question on notice from
Cr Ben Bell.
President Rayner said the money was spent
on nine different law firms.
The sum forms part of a larger amount
dating back to 2013 when the shire spent
$571,000 on a single law firm in a failed bid
to sue two former civic leaders for $151,000
– and got back only $60,000 in return.
The shire spent at least $5380 on legal fees
in November 2018 when it prosecuted an
English tourist who parked facing the wrong
way in Stirling Terrace (legal in the UK) to
obtain a $60 fine but failed to recoup costs.
The shire lost a further $36,500 in legal fees
last October when it prosecuted a Dumbarton
resident for an alleged dog attack on sheep
only to have a magistrate call the shire’s case
“absolutely shocking” and “duplicitous” and
warn she would order an acquittal if the shire
didn’t withdraw its court action.
The day after last month’s Tuesday evening
council meeting, The Herald sent President
Rayner five written questions:
• Who authorised the expenditure of
$699,481 over that period?
• Did the council approve the spending of
the money before it was spent?
• How much of the $699,481 was recouped?
• Why did the shire use nine different law
firms?
• Do you have any other comment about
this expenditure?
A response was sought by 5pm on the
Friday to meet September Herald production
deadlines.
Continued Page 7.

Toodyay Picnic Race Day
Sunday September 29
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Ol’ Blind Joe
The cupboard is bare

HI HO, Hi Ho, it’s off to war we go, with
Boris and Trump, we’ll kiss their rump, Hi
Ho, Hi Ho, Hi Ho.
It’s that revolving door again at the Hotel
California where you can check out anytime
you like, but you can never leave.
We’ve been in Afghanistan for 18 years
now, Iraq for 16 but hell, opium production
is up 40 times what it was, so that’s all good.
Eighty per cent of Australians wanted
nothing to do with the invasion of Iraq but
a former Australian Prime minister knew
better and that’s worked out well.
Now we’ve got Scomo dragging us off
to Iran, wagging his tail and licking Uncle
Sam’s boots.
It’s worth recalling that during the Iranian
Revolution and US hostage crisis, the Fraser
Government took a neutral stance (“this is
between Iran and US, not our fight”) and
maintained productive relations with Tehran.
We haven’t always behaved like a vassal
state of the USA, it just seems like it.
Over 50 countries since World War II have
been attacked by US bombing, sabotage or
attempted government overthrow.
Iran’s score, zero, zip, nada, but they do
help their Shiite allies, and neighbours like
Syria, Lebanon, Iraq and Yemen resist hostile
attack by the West, Israel or Saudi Arabia.
It’s an especially nasty state of affairs
since it was Trump who tore up the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action where Iran
vowed to cease their domestic nuclear energy
program, to which they had adhered, as
Europe and The International Atomic Energy
Agency attest.
Our governments are incompetent and
couldn’t organise a piss-up in a brewery.
Australia is the only country in the world
to introduce a highly effective emissions
reduction scheme and then scuttle it.
In warfare they’ve spent 100 billion dollars
with nothing to show for it except your empty
wallet and some lemons.
It’s one of the most lucrative contracts in
Australian Government history with Stateowned French company Naval Group to
build 12 ‘attack-class’ submarines, with the
latest estimate at $79 billion.
Experts warn the new submarines will be
obsolete by the time they come into action
in the 2030s.
Same deal with that load of US planes
we’ve ordered whose cost has doubled and
will be coming online years too late.
Australia’s Air Vice-Marshal Kym
Osley said that the F-35 fighter will not be
competitive in 2020 and criticisms mainly
centre around its aerodynamic performance
and stealth capabilities.
The same abject failure of political nous
can be observed in relation to corporate
malfeasance.
As tax is paid on profit, rather than revenue,
companies can structure themselves so that
the bulk of profits are eventually recorded
by a subsidiary or parent company that’s
registered in low or no-tax nations (tax
havens).
Basically, they set up a post box in the

British Virgin Islands and borrow a couple
billion from themselves so no tax is paid
here.
In the 1990s, 10 per cent of US
multinational’s global profits were being
shifted and by 2010, it was 25-30 per cent.
Now?
With Australia’s liquefied natural gas
(LNG) set to become one of Australia’s
biggest exports in the not too distant future,
analyses have shown the Petroleum Resource
Rent Tax (PRRT) will fail to collect any new
revenue from the sector for decades.
And what is also galling is the fact that 87
per cent of new LNG projects in Australia
are owned by foreign multinationals, such
as Chevron, ExxonMobil and Shell.
They are pumping out the world’s largest
volumes of LNG and essentially paying
nothing for it.
Despite a cashflow of $11.3 billion in 2017,
ExxonMobil managed to pay no company
tax in the four years to 2017. It had done so
via “massive debt-loading”.
Chevron and ExxonMobil have openly
admitted to the government that they don’t
expect to pay any PRRT until the mid-2030s.
Chevron in the US has been borrowing
money in the US at one per cent and lending
it to Chevron in Australia at nine per cent,
ripping hundreds of millions of dollars
offshore in interest payments.
Over three years EnergyAustralia made
$24 billion in total income, just $52 million
in taxable income and paid zero tax.
The Ichthys LNG project off the coast of
north west WA, will export a whopping $195
billion of LNG, LPG and condensate out
of Darwin over the next three decades, but
will not pay a cent in royalties to the Federal
Government – in its lifetime.
This is the corporate welfare trifecta: zero
income tax, crazy-generous exploration
subsidies and a free ride on its massive
carbon emissions.
By comparison, Qatar, a close second
behind Australia in production, received a
staggering $26 billion in royalties.
Fossil fuel companies are also able to
take advantage of a range of tax breaks that
encourage the production or consumption of
fossil fuels; subsidies that cost us $10 billion
every year.
We’re getting screwed and they’re laughing
all the way to the bank, where the Hayne
banking royal commission just revealed
Australians had lost $201 billion to financial
misconduct by the banks.
The Coalition just gave these large
corporations tens of billions of dollars in tax
cuts.
Guess who’s left to pay for healthcare,
education, science, and the arts?
Old Mother Hubbard
Went to the cupboard,
To give the poor dog a bone;
But when she got there
The cupboard was bare,
And so the poor dog had none.
– 19th century English nursery rhyme.
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Clackline’s Renaissance man has high-octane pedigree
Ieva Tomsons
CLACKLNE’S Bill Bell (89) is a Renaissance
man who has achieved distinction in a wide
spectrum of disciplines.
In his long life, Bill has demonstrated
perseverance and self-discipline, achieving
excellence in intellectual, physical, social
and artistic pursuits.
The second born of 11 children to
Pemberton dairy farmers who lost their farm
during The Depression, Bill moved with his
family to Perth when he was nine years old.
He endured three years at the Christian
Brothers Primary School in Highgate before
moving to Highgate High School where he
thrived.
For a man who now exports bespoke
wooden furniture around the world, it’s
surprising to learn that the only subject he
didn’t like was woodwork.
“I was interested in mechanics,” he said.
At 14 Bill started a wide-ranging five-year
apprenticeship with builders Wood and Son
in North Perth.
“We did everything – metalwork, plastering,
bricklaying, woodwork and mechanics.”
When Bill was 17 he was captivated by
Venice’s wooden canal launches which he
saw at the movies and promptly wrote to
Italian boat builders Ravi for the plans.
“I told them that I really admired their boats
and they sent me the plans – so I built one.”
This was the beginning of a life-long interest
in boats which led to racing speedboats at up
to 150mph (241km/h) on the national circuit.
But before we race ahead to Bill’s highoctane racing days, we’ll take a more-genteel
turn around the sprung dance floors of
modern ballroom dancing in 1950s Perth.
When Bill was 22 he met his future
wife Joan whom he partnered in state
competitions.
“She was small like me and you could pick
her up and throw her around,” hoots Bill.
“It was white tie and tails back then. You
dance with the grain and before competitions
the audience would be invited to dance-in the
grated beeswax to polish the floor.”
In 1953 the couple won the state title at
the Embassy Ballroom with a freestyle waltz
for which Bill choreographed and wrote the
music.
“My mum played the piano and taught
me to read music when I started playing the
violin when I was about seven but I didn’t
keep it up.”
The Bells retired from competitive dancing
after winning the state title which freed
Bill up to run his new building renovations
company and pursue his passion for boats.
Although he was more interested in motors
and boat building than racing, he excelled in
the cut-throat competitions known for their
dirty tricks to unsettle rivals before the race
starts.
“They’ll do anything to get under, over or
through you so if you haven’t got the balls
to stay there and cop it, you may as well get
out.”
A South Australian competitor who Bill
beat with a less-powerful boat begrudgingly
called him a “foxy little turd”.

Bill Bell works on a heavy jarrah table for a New York buyer.
Bill went on to win the nationally coveted
Hayes Wood Trophy in the 1985-86 racing
season.
To compete you needed to be able to stump
up $1000 in fuel alone and maintain the boats
(Bill had three) which cost about a quarter of
a million dollars and then you needed to buy
vehicles with enough horsepower to tow the
boats.
“Holden engines are crap,” according to
Bill who ordered a Marlu and two Sandman
utes from Holden to be fitted with Chevrolet
engines and gearboxes.
Bill knows a thing or two about boats and
designed one for Cole Bros Texas for which
he still receives royalties.
From building wooden boats, Bill moved
with the times and started using fibreglass.
“I started to learn making eskies then
bought the equipment to do it.”
Boat building was a sideline to Bill’s main
business which was renovating buildings and
his main client was the Church of England.
“I worked for the Church for 23 years and
was also on the board but I’m not religious.”

Bill also bought into an engine
reconditioning business and invested heavily
in real estate.
At the end of 1972 BHP bought Bill’s
renovation business and promptly shut it
down – they wanted Bill to oversee their
Australia-wide renovations on their property
portfolio.
In 1996 Bill stopped working for a year to
care for Joan who died the following year.
Bill was devastated and sold 13 houses,
all his boats and equipment and relocated
to Brisbane to work in high-rise building
renovation for four years.
“I was too upset to come back but had
promised Joan I would build the house.”
From Bill’s house in the Clackline hills
you can see the Cunderdin wheat bins and
firefighters come there in summer to monitor
what’s happening in the district and beyond.
The Jam tree parquetry floor in his living
room is a work of art which took Bill a year
of weekend work to complete.
His handmade furniture from all types of
wood is scattered throughout the house and

he still makes jarrah table settings which
he has shipped to Japan, Canada, England,
South Africa, New Zealand and Germany.
He flies over and assembles the furniture
for his clients.
“Basically they are one-week jobs. I don’t
go sightseeing, it doesn’t interest me.”
He also owns a tea plantation in Sri Lanka
which Joan inherited but Bill has never been
there and has no intention of going.
“I’m not a farmer, I’m an engineer, so why
would I go there?”
Bill retired in 2002 but still maintains a
workshop in Perth which he visits once a
month to work on mechanical projects as
well as working in his large home workshop
making radio-controlled boats and rocking
horses for disabled kids.
He also cooks – very well.
“Eighty-nine is nothing. My mother’s sister
is 107 and she still mows her own lawn with
a hover mower.
“If you put your mind to it, you can do
anything.”
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Make your vote count
BY THIS time next month, voting will be
well underway in a postal ballot to elect a
new nine-member Toodyay Shire Council.
Six seats are vacant, which means voters
have a chance to elect a radically different
council.
Think about it.
If you want more of the same for the
next four years, then look carefully at who
chooses to stand, and vote accordingly.
Don’t forget also that this council is
in the final stages of a lengthy State
Government inquiry going back to 2013,
which suggests all is not well in the Shire
of Toodyay.
The shire says it has been told to continue
‘business as usual’ while investigations are
underway, which ironically is also why the
inquiry was called in the first place.
Only fresh elections can provide a
democratic solution.
Nominations for the six council
vacancies open on Thursday September 5
and close at 4pm on Thursday September
12.
Potential new councillors have eight
days to lodge their nomination forms and
candidate statements with WA Electoral
Commission Returning Officer Robert
Dew.
Mr Dew says anyone intending to
nominate must first ring him on 0429 962
013 or book an appointment to see him,
and he is happy to travel to Toodyay to
meet at a place of your choice – you don’t
have to go to the shire office.
Before nominating, all candidates are
required to complete a simple new online
‘induction course’ on the Department of
Local Government, Sport and Cultural
Industries website.
It’s the first thing you see on the agency’s
home page – you can’t miss it – and though
the site says it should take “no longer than
one hour” to complete, most people should
be able to sail through it in far less time.
Voters will start getting their election
packages and reply-paid envelopes in their
letter boxes in an Australia Post mail-out
that starts on Friday September 20.
You must tick no more than six boxes
next to names on the ballot paper or your
vote will be declared invalid.
However, you don’t have to tick six
boxes – you can place your tick in the box
next to just one name if you wish, or tick
any other number of boxes up to six.
And finally, you must use only a tick to
select your choice, not a number or an X.
The election closes at 6pm on Saturday
October 19.
Please make your vote count.
Michael Sinclair-Jones
Editor
The Toodyay Herald invites you to have
your say in our letters page. Please
email us at news@toodyayherald.com.au
with your full name, address and phone
number. Letters that are short, sharp and
to the point about topical local issues are
preferred. The Herald reserves the right
to edit letters for length, grammar and
punctuation.

The way we were: Are you in this photo? It was taken 40 years ago during Toodyay’s celebrations to mark WA’s 150th anniversary of
European settlement. The young people pictured would now be aged in their mid to late 40s. Photo: Newcastle Gaol Museum.

letters
Why aren’t cameras working?
I’D LIKE to ask the Toodyay Shire Council
whether the CCTV cameras that are installed
in the town’s main street and skate park area
are fully operational?
As most are aware, there was a serious
incident in the main street on August 19
which involved a car being stolen and
rammed into two other innocent drivers, one
of whom was injured enough to warrant a trip
in the ambulance.
I’ve been informed that the camera which
is directly above the incident out the front of
the Toodyay Public Library does not work.
Therefore, vital footage required to
prosecute the car thief is not available.
This footage is being requested by people’s
insurance companies and could have an
effect on innocent people not being paid out.
Also of concern is if a child was harmed
or taken from the skate park/Duidgee Park
area, vital footage would not be on hand to
assist authorities in tracking them.
I feel that these cameras need to be all
operational 100 per cent of the time and
available to the police and other authorities
who require them.
We all pay a high amount of council rates
and we all deserve to have operational CCTV
cameras to keep us and our loved ones safe.
Brenton Chrimes
Toodyay

Cheers to a memorable day
THE WOOD Family of Coorinja Winery is
grateful for all the support we received for
our Celebrating a Centenary Open Day.
Thank you to everyone who attended and
shared the day with us, making it such a
memorable occasion for Coorinja.
Coorinja Winery
Toodyay

Rate rise is the last straw
FOR THOSE who believe the latest rate rise
(for me personally it was not 2.5 per cent but
seven per cent) is the straw that broke the
camel’s back and I would like to simplify
this reasoning.The first straw is the Federal
Government which taxes your income, adds
GST to almost all goods and excise to every
litre of fuel you purchase.
The next straw is State Governments that
tax you with stamp duty, utility costs and
constant increases, such as vehicle licence
fees for your car, truck or trailer.
Now this rate increase. Whether it be 2.5
per cent or 10 per cent may not seem a lot
to those on the gravy train to whom it may
just be petty cash but it does mean a hell of
a lot to those on low and fixed incomes and
that was the overwhelming sentiment at the

last council community meeting.
I commend councillors and the
administration for running these forums for
the community to have their voice heard. If
at times views are more of a personal nature
it needs to be understood that this is the only
public way we can do it.
Sadly at a Federal and State level we only
have an opportunity every three or four years
at election time, and even then, with a change
of government, what really changes?
My suggestion to those sitting councillors
who voted for these rate rises is to consider
reversing your decision.
You have a history for being able to do
this when a person puts forward their case,
so why can’t you do the same for the many
ratepayers who petitioned you to not increase
rates?
If for some reason the ‘system’ can’t allow
this, then make a commitment to reduce rates
next year by the same amount as this year’s
increase.
Ultimately history will judge us all – those
who spoke up and stood up when it mattered.
Perhaps now is the time for councillors
to do this and to instruct the administration
to sharpen their pencils and work within a
reasonable budget compromise that gives
ratepayers some feeling that their objections
and their voices are being heard.
Gary Nelmes
Julimar

Fantastic local coverage
MY NAME is Rod Christian, brother of
the famous Bret Christian who owns the
Subiaco Post.
In 2013 my wife Glenda and I bought a
property in Toodyay.
We visit almost weekly and stay there for
breaks.
It’s a great little town and we love the
ambience.
We have been reading with much interest
The Herald which provides fantastic
coverage of the goings-on in Toodyay,
particularly the council fiasco.
I noticed recently that The West Australian
newspaper is also featuring articles on the
problems regarding councils not doing their
jobs.
Rod Christian
Toodyay

Lucky to have Sean
MANY thanks to The Herald and Ieva
Tomsons for last month’s story about
Christmas shop owner Sean Byron.
We are so lucky to have business people
like Sean in our community.
I am still missing his partner, our beautiful
Richard Walkey, who was more than just a
local GP but a true friend.
Sarah Magee
Toodyay

Edith is Toodyay’s angel
IT IS not often that you meet someone who
is so genuinely caring, selfless and giving
but I recently met that person in Toodyay at
my mother’s funeral.
I realised soon after that meeting that
Toodyay is blessed with an angel and her
name is Edith.
I cannot put into words how much Edith
has helped me after the sad passing of my
mother.
Her love, compassion and care have been
above and beyond anything I could have
hoped for.
The help and support that she has provided
throughout this very difficult time has been
so genuine and from the heart.
She is truly an extraordinary lady who
loves to help people.
You are blessed in Toodyay to have such a
wonderful person who does so much for the
community.
She is a true angel that touches so many
hearts.
Bless you Edith.
Arna Sternberg
Dunsborough

Cancer support appreciated
THANKS for the article in last month’s
Herald about the new Cancer Supportive
Centre at Fiona Stanley Hospital. It was
much appreciated.
Melissa Pickering
Cancer Council WA

For all women,
wheatbelt and beyond,
size 6 to 22+

OPEN: Mon - Fri 9am to 5.30pm,
Sat 9am - 2pm
Shop 12, Northam Boulevard
171 Fitzgerald Street Northam
and
128 Fitzgerald Street, Northam
(Entry via Stewart’s Pharmacy, off
Minson Ave car park)

Phone: 0410 422 303
kindredspiritboutique@outlook.com
kindredspiritboutiqueandgift
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Horse dispute prompts rates threat
Michael Sinclair-Jones
COONDLE resident Dave Wakeman says
he will not pay rates due on his property this
month because of a long-running dispute
with the Shire of Toodyay over keeping two
horses on his 2.2ha (6.5-acre) property.
“I will deduct $441 for a horse application
fee that they required me to pay – only to set
me up to fail,” Mr Wakeman said.
“Either that, or they can refund my money.”
The Toodyay Shire Council voted 7-1 in
July (Cr Ben Bell opposed) to allow Mr
Wakeman to keep two horses subject to 10
conditions and four ‘advice notes’.
These include an amended environment
and horse management plan, a manure
storage area with a waterproof cover and
no run-off or leaching into groundwater,
regular collection of unused feed, all remnant
vegetation on the property to be fenced off
from the horses and a recommendation that
they be stabled for 12½ hours every day.
“There are other people with horses living
all around me and none of them has to do any
of this stuff,” Mr Wakeman said.
“How many others have had to submit
horse management plans?”
Mr Wakeman said he bought his Laterite
Way property in 2011 after being told by a
staff member at the shire front counter that
he could keep two horses on it.
“She looked up the address on the shire
computer and told me two horses,” he said.
“I was living in Perth at the time and was
looking around to buy a place for two horses
so that my partner and I could ride together
instead of one of us having to stay home.”
Mr Wakeman said he bought the property
in Coondle’s Sanctuary Park rural residential
subdivision but a neighbour objected when
he installed white ‘sighter’ wiring inside his
boundary to prevent his horses accidentally
injuring themselves on an existing wire
fence.
“The neighbour complained to the shire,
and Planning Officer Hugo de Vos came out
to take a look,” Mr Wakeman said.
“He said everything seemed OK and said
all I had to do was put in a management plan
for my two horses, which I did.”

Approval recommended
SHIRE records show that Mr de Vos
r e c o m m e n d e d t h a t M r Wa k e m a n ’s
application for retrospective planning
approval at a March 2014 council meeting
be granted.
Mr de Vos recommended that the council
use its discretion to vary a ‘recommended
stocking rate’ to allow two horses to be kept.
“The current process of determining
stocking rates is flawed,” he reported to the
council.
“The area in question (rural residential) is
currently the subject of numerous stocking
rate applications.
“There are also instances where horses are
already present on properties and thus an
issue with compliance.
“It is considered that there is sufficient
justification to support this proposal.”
Former shire deputy president Bethan
Lloyd, seconded by former Cr Sally
Craddock, moved to defer a decision until the
council received a horse management plan
and an environmental report, and developed
a stocking rate policy, but the motion was
defeated 3-6.
Former Cr Chris Firns then moved to
refuse Mr Wakeman’s application, which
was carried 9-0 without discussion or any
published reason for rejecting the shire
officer’s recommendation.
Mr Wakeman applied to the State
Administrative Tribunal (SAT) for a review
but this was dismissed a year later.
He was fined $1200 by the shire in
November 2017 for keeping two horses on
his property.
Mr Wakeman lodged a second SAT appeal
in February this year but it was dismissed for
being four years too late.
He tried again in March to gain shire
approval to keep an additional horse but
his application was rejected because it had
“insufficient information”.
A further attempt in July succeeded – but
with conditions that Mr Wakeman says he
cannot accept.
“None of this would have happened if I had
been given correct information at the shire
front counter in 2011,” he said.
“My partner is now gone – partly due to this
– and if I sell and look for another place to
keep two horses, I will lose at least $100,000
on the sale.
“I’ve still got one horse,Tommy, and you

Dave Wakeman with Tommy at Coondle where he believes the shire is setting him up to fail in a five-year battle to keep two horses.
can see how lonely he is by himself.
“I’ve had a gutful of what this shire has
done to me and I’ve told them I want my
money back or I won’t be paying my rates.”
Toodyay Shire President Brian Rayner

said Mr Wakeman’s 2014 application was
“properly refused” and he was prosecuted
for ignoring a SAT ruling.
“If Mr Wakeman is unhappy with the
conditions of (the latest) approval, he may of

course seek to have them reviewed in SAT.
“I do not intend to revisit matters from
almost five years ago that have been
appropriately and thoroughly dealt with as
part of a formal review.”

Mystery HMAS Sydney sailor may be Bolgart man’s cousin

A 2010 photo of Doris and Ray Martin.

AN UNKNOWN Australian sailor whose
body was washed ashore on Christmas Island
in February 1942 after the World War II
sinking of HMAS Sydney may turn out to
be the cousin of Bolgart man Ray Martin.
The Australian light cruiser was sunk in
November 1941 about 200km west of WA’s
Dirk Hartog Island with the loss of all 645
sailors on board after a surprise attack by the
German raider Kormoran.
The Kormoran was also sunk.
The remains of the dead sailor washed up
on Christmas island were reinterred at the
Geraldton War Memorial in 2008 and the
Royal Australian Navy has been using DNA

testing to try to establish his identity.
“We’ve got a top ten list of candidates,”
RAN Cdr Greg Swinden at the Navy’s
Canberra Sea Power Centre said.
“We believe he could be HMAS Sydney
sailor Norman Foster, who was a direct blood
relative of Ray Martin.”
Mr Martin’s wife, Doris, said Norman
Foster was her 89-year-old husband’s older
first cousin.
Norman’s mother was Olive Syred from
Toodyay, who married Norman’s father –
also Norman – after their son was born.
Cr Swinden said the result of DNA testing
would be known later this month.
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Dramatic scenes as woman hurt in Toodyay car-jacking

A YOUNG woman was rushed to hospital
with head injuries last month after a Northam
man allegedly stole a red Holden Commodore
ute from Toodyay Auto Centre in a dramatic
car stealing incident that led Perth TV nightly
news bulletins.
The man in his 20s was charged with
stealing a motor vehicle and reckless driving,
dangerous driving causing bodily harm and
driving without a licence.
He was arrested by Toodyay Police after
being wrestled to the ground by onlookers.
The drama unfolded when two men went to
the Toodyay Auto Centre in Stirling Terrace
and saw the red ute belonging to business
owner Brenton Chrimes.
One got into the driver’s seat and tried to
drive out into Stirling Terrace but ran straight
into the front of a white vehicle passing,
injuring the woman driver and causing
extensive damage to both vehicles.
Mr Chrimes gave chase, eventually
smashing his own vehicle’s front windscreen
to try to prevent the alleged offender
escaping.
The alleged car thief tried to speed off
but spun the stolen red ute out of control in
front of The Herald office, hitting the front
passenger side of a Ford SUV travelling
in the opposite direction, causing further
extensive damage to both vehicles.
Onlookers, including off-duty Sen. Const.
Dave Milford, wrestled the man to the
ground in the middle of Stirling Terrace when
he emerged from the wrecked ute.
Toodyay police chief Sgt Dave Flaherty
said the driver was arrested and a second
officer from Toodyay Police Station arrived
to help escort him straight to Northam
Hospital and Northam Police Station.
Sgt Flaherty said the charges carried

Onlookers wrestle the alleged car-jacker to
the ground in Stirling Terrace.

Toodyay Auto Centre owner Brenton Chrimes (left) tries to stop his stolen ute being driven
away. Pictures courtesy 7NEWS, Perth.
potential jail terms.
Police were awaiting the outcome of
alcohol and drug tests on the arrested man
and further reports on the injured woman’s
condition before deciding if charges should
be upgraded.
The incident led Perth TV news bulletins
that night and video was posted on a local
community Facebook page after footage was
captured on an onlooker’s phone.
Mr Chrimes said his $6000 red Holden ute
is a write-off.

24/7 police response
SOME PEOPLE believe that if the Toodyay
Police Station front door is closed when
they knock or their phone calls divert to
Northam that the local community is being
left unprotected.
That’s not true – we work seven days a
week even when the front door is shut.
An example was the recent car-jacking (see
above) when someone came to the station for
police help.
There were two officers inside but they
couldn’t leave the station and go straight to
the scene because they were already with
someone who had just been arrested.
Police regulations require at least two
officers to always be present when someone
is arrested.
An off-duty officer was already at the scene
and we were able to organise a way to send
a second officer to assist.
It’s the same with after-hours and weekend
police work.
We’re a 24/7 police response station
but that doesn’t necessarily mean that the
station’s front door is always open.
Police officers are rostered to work over
seven days a week in Toodyay. Policing
resources are used to cover late nights and

early mornings, including 5am patrols on
Toodyay Road.
Additionally it’s not uncommon for offduty officers to be recalled back to duty
outside their rostered hours to deal with
matters.
Anyone who wants police help should first
ring 000 if its an emergency or 131 444 to
talk to a police officer who will determine
what action to take in response to your call.
The front door of the Toodyay Police
Station is generally open from 9am to 4pm
on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays
allowing for some other extraordinary
circumstance.

Silent killer stalks local roads

ROAD safety remains a top priority for
local police.
Crime is not particularly bad in Toodyay
for offences against people or property.
We live in one of the safest communities
in Australia but we’re in one of the most
dangerous areas of the state for driving on
the roads.
More people are killed or seriously injured
on Wheatbelt roads than anywhere else in
Western Australia.
Since last month’s Police Beat, Toodyay
police have been required to attend too many
vehicle crashes – even one crash is too many.
Speed, inexperience, alcohol, drugs and
fatigue are the contributing factors in most
crashes we attend, and most of those factors
can be avoided.
The term ‘driving tired’ or ‘driver fatigue’
is often referred to as the ‘silent killer’ on
our roads.
It’s responsible for up to 30 per cent of road
fatalities and serious injuries.
Sadly, we all too often see the results of
failing to act on signs of driver fatigue.
Everyone has probably decided to just
“push through” because we have a deadline
to meet or we are just a few kilometres from
home.

Sleep scientists the world over will attest
to that fact that the human brain starts to shut
down after 17 hours awake.
We often go without sleep for extended
periods when life gets really busy or for
many other reasons.
Busy lives or health conditions such as
sleep apnoea can leave us with ‘sleep debt’
that leaves us less alert and more prone to
‘micro-sleeps’ for only a few seconds.
The reality is that though it may last only a
few seconds, you are out of control of your
vehicle for that entire period.
At 100km/h, a few seconds micro-sleep
means you will travel 55 metres ‘blind’.
In those vital seconds, a slight drift to the
left can put you into the gravel or a tree, and
a drift to the right can mean a head-on crash.
If you feel tired when driving, pull over
for a 15-minute power nap, take a walk and
stretch, turn the heater off, open a window,
eat something or listen to the radio.
We all have a shared responsibility for road
safety and it is better to arrive a few minutes
late than not at all.

Gopher rules

AND FINALLY a quick word about gophers,
motorised wheelchairs and other mobility
devices* that are becoming increasingly
common in Toodyay as our already ageing
population grows older.
If you’ve got one that travels less than
10km/h you are classed as a pedestrian and
can use it on footpaths, shared paths and the
pedestrian section of a shared path.
You can also use it in shopping centres and
public places, and to cross public roads.
As a pedestrian, you can travel on a road
provided that there is no suitable footpath
or nature strip next to it, and you must keep
to the far right-hand side of the road to face
oncoming traffic.
You can travel only one-abreast with one
other person who is walking unless you are
overtaking another pedestrian or are in an
authorised procession or parade.
You must immediately move off the road
when a vehicle approaches in front of you,
and stay off the road until it passes.
If you are on a footpath, shared path or
pedestrian section of a separated footpath
you must keep to the left of the footpath
unless overtaking a pedestrian.
You should also be aware of vehicles
reversing out of driveways in front of you
and show consideration to other pedestrians,
particularly older people or those with
impaired vision or hearing.
You should always travel at the same speed
as other people around you to avoid hitting
them in places such as shopping centres.
If your motorised wheelchair or mobility
device is capable of going faster than
10km/h, you are required by law to register it
as a vehicle before it can be used on a public
road.
*Mobility devices, also commonly known as
gophers or mobility scooters, are classified as
Motorised Wheelchairs under the Road Traffic
Code 2000.

Risky third-party apps can
snoop on your privacy
Computer Safety
Phil Hart
THIRD-PARTY apps can be appealing
for a number of reasons as they might do
something that you cannot find anywhere
else or they might be cheaper or even free.
They can also carry more risk than apps
acquired from legitimate app stores such as
Google Play and iTunes.
Legitimate app stores have a policy of
having apps that are safe for you to use and
they remove apps when they discover them
to be risky or dangerous.
Risky apps can snoop on your internet
banking, steal your password and access
codes, and empty your bank accounts.
Bad third-party apps can also install
themselves if you click on an advertisement.
These apps can hide themselves on your
device, so you don’t even know that they are
there.
One way of preventing such apps from
installing themselves on your device is to
keep your device updated.
Last month’s column had advice on this.
Think whether or not you really need that
app and see if you can find an alternative
from a legitimate app store.
If you decide that you really must have a

particular app, check it out on the internet
and see if it has been identified as malware.
If you think your device has a malicious
app, it is worthwhile doing a virus scan on
it.
Having an anti-virus (in reality, an antimalware) app installed also helps.
An overview of how one such app can
affect you can be found at bit.ly/2Ssrqzr.
A more in-depth analysis can be found at
bit.ly/2Gnuvfn.
Happy surfing.

Toodyay
Express
✰ WHITE GOODS ✰ YOUR GOODS
✰ FURNITURE ✰ FARM EQUIPMENT
✰ ALL GOODS ✰ SAME DAY SERVICE
Prompt pickup and delivery to or from the
metropolitan area and into the surrounding
areas of the Avon Valley

Ph/Fax 9631 1113
Mobile 0409 118 019
Pete & Maureen

We “CARE”
“CUSTOMERS ARE REALLY EVERYTHING”
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President
sidesteps
questions on
legal fees
Continued from Page 1.
A RESPONSE to Herald questions about
ratepayers’ money spent on legal fees was
sought by 5pm on Friday August 30 to meet
the paper’s September production deadline.
President Rayner responded at 3.23pm on
the Saturday.
“In relation to legal expenses your question
includes the legal expenses that you have
reported on frequently over the last four
years and you have substantial information
available already on those expenses,”
President Rayner said.
“So in relation to the balance of the legal
expenses which approximate $45,000
per year this includes planning advice
and SAT (State Administrative Tribunal)
representation, advice on implications of the
South West Native Title Settlement on shire
lands, preparation of legal documents, and
routine enforcement and prosecution matters.
“This can include matters like dog attacks
and ignoring total fire bans.
“In another example the shire was
obliged under the Local Government Act
to take enforcement action in SAT for noncompliance by a councillor with Standards
Panel Orders.
“Council does not become involved in
engaging lawyers except when council is
contemplating civil action or needs specific
legal advice.
“Enforcement of State laws, local laws and
planning instruments is an administrative
matter, and enforcement and prosecution is
not and should not be a political decision.
“The CEO (Stan Scott) has delegation to
engage lawyers appropriate to the task at
hand.
“For example there is a single law
firm providing advice to several local
governments on the same matter so it is much
cheaper to share those legal expenses.”
President Rayner did not respond to a
second request to reveal how much of the
$699,481 spent on lawyers was recouped.
The shire also spent a further $11,900 this
year on a private investigator to examine a
Shire Code of Conduct complaint against
President Rayner and Mr Scott.
This matter is now under internal Freedom
of Information review and potential appeal.

Toodyay charges into
electric fast lane

Shire President Brian Rayner with an electric Tesla Roadster in Charcoal Lane carpark.

TOODYAY has officially jojned an ‘electric
highway’ from Perth to Kalgoorlie with the
formal opening of a new two-bay electric
car-charging station in the Charcoal Lane
carpark, opposite the public toilets.
Shire President Brian Rayner (left)
unveiled the twin-outlet electric car charger
during last month’s Targa West car rally,
where it was used to re-charge a Tesla
Roadster electric car.
The shire received a $12,891 Federal
Grant for the project and contributed a
further $1250.
Other electric car charging stations have
been installed at Midland, Gidgegannup,
Merredin, Southern Cross and Kalgoorlie.

Town left unprotected as shire cameras fail
Continued from Page 1.
LAST month’s car-jack video failure
followed an incident last October when a
local schoolgirl went missing in Duidgee
Park in an area monitored by a faulty shire
camera.
The camera – which frequently jammed in
one position for long periods or pointed at
roofs and trees – only by accident flicked past
a vehicle licence plate that enabled police to
locate the unharmed girl in Perth.
The shire wrote in its March Toodyay
Community Newsletter that it had obtained
a $300,000 Federal Government grant to
upgrade the town’s video security network.
The money was announced by local
Federal MP and Liberal Attorney-General
Christian Porter eight weeks before Prime
Minister Scott Morrison’s government was
re-elected in a tightly fought campaign.
“No one should have to fear for their
safety,”Mr Porter said in his announcement.
The shire’s March newsletter said contracts
had been signed and the project “would
commence in the near future”.
All shire CCTV cameras – except those
with licence plate recognition – would
be replaced, and an additional three new
cameras installed on new poles.
“The system will run on a new dedicated
server with the police station receiving a new
monitor,” the shire said.
However, when the shire was asked to
provide video footage of last month’s carjacking, it was revealed that none of the
shire’s cameras were working and had all
been out of action for “a few months”.
Further inquiries revealed that local police
no longer had access to any street camera
vision and had dismantled their equipment

until a new shire monitor is installed.
It is understood that a computer server at
the shire’s administration centre in Fiennes
Street failed several weeks ago.
The shire decided not to spend money on
replacing the faulty equipment and chose
instead to wait until its new $300,000 system
is installed.
It said the presence of street cameras
deterred crime, regardless of whether they
worked or not.
Shire President Brian Rayner was asked
the following Herald questions last month:
How long has this camera (at the car-jacking)
been out of action?
When will it be repaired?
How many other shire video security
cameras are not working?
How long have they been out of action?
When will they be repaired?
How has this been allowed to happen?
Who is responsible for this?
What message do you have to allay local
businesses and community concerns about
public safety in our streets and parks when
there is substantial evidence that shire video
security cameras have not worked properly
since at least 2014?
He responded:
“As you know the Shire of Toodyay was
successful in obtaining a $300,000 grant to
upgrade its CCTV infrastructure.

“This work is underway at present and we
expect the work to be largely complete by
the end of September.
‘The project will upgrade CCTV
infrastructure in public and community
spaces throughout the Town Centre.
‘The project will see the replacement of 17
old external CCTV cameras, installation of
22 new CCTV cameras for a total network
of 41 cameras, more than double the old
network.
“It will also include new five-metre‘break
back’ poles in various key locations around
the community.
“All old CCTV and wireless links will be
decommissioned, with a newly designed
‘end-to-end’ wireless link being supplied
and installed between each device and CCTV
head end.
“This project is being delivered as a
partnership between Toodyay Police, Safer
Toodyay, the Shire of Toodyay and Telstra.
“During the course of the installation some
CCTV infrastructure may not be working.
“I do not intend to comment on which
cameras or when.
“CCTV performs a role in detecting and
preventing crime.
“I have no intention of undermining the
deterrence by commenting on which cameras
may or may not be out of action and at what
time during the implementation process.”

SHIRE OF TOODYAY NOTICES
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emergency services

Lay waste to weeds before
they turn to summer fuel
Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Julimar
Alison Wroth
THE RAIN has been a bit slow this year, coming
in patches of decent falls across the shire.
The pasture is still battling to move with the
cold nights but hopefully with the latest rainfall
both the pasture and the recently spread crops
will get a kick along.
Any rain brings the weeds of course, which
eventually dry off and die, leaving plenty of fuel
for even the smallest spark to catch on to when
summer arrives.
One ideal way to remove weeds and clear fire
breaks for example is to spray while they are still
growing.
This removes grass and unwanted weeds
altogether leaving ground bare which is
excellent for preparation of firebreaks and
securing homes.
Start thinking of weeds as the enemy when

spring approaches and get on top of them fast.
In the off-season at Julimar, there are still
plenty of jobs to do in preparation for the
oncoming summer fire season.
The fire shed gets cleaned, rosters need to be
sorted out for next season as we need to know
who will be available, who is able and skilled
to drive, who will be crew leaders and have the
experience levels properly mixed in the crews.
Equipment has to be constantly checked to
make sure it is always ready to go at a moment’s
notice.
Training of crews for the upcoming summer
is of utmost importance, high skill levels and
ability for teamwork are beneficial in any
brigade.
So, if you are keen on coming down on Friday
evenings to the shed and possibly interested in
putting an early fire plan together, or just meeting
a few new or friendly faces from the area, come
on down to The Fireplace where we will be from
5pm. Everybody is welcome.

Big Kev gets a thorough going over
Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Bejoording
From the desk of The Badger
AS IS usual in the month following our AGM,
the quiet fire period encourages us to look at
housekeeping issues.
We have been taking stock of everyone’s
Personal Protective Clothing and organising
replacements when things look the worse for
wear, and of course fitting out our influx of new
members.
Even Big Kev our trusty fire engine has had an
equipment and mechanical makeover.
Some members have now embarked on a
project to fully detail the truck and then we can
pretend it’s new for a while.
Nothing else to report, except to remind
members that the first Sunday of every month
at the fire shed is training for an hour (or more if
needed).

All active members are encouraged to attend
as often as possible.
As you read this the next training session will
be on Sunday October 6.
Bejoording Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade asks
you to remember to always plan and prepare
before lighting any fire for any reason and have a
clear contingency strategy in place should things
get out of control.
Even at the safest times of the year fires can
pose a risk to people and property, whether
burning off on your acreage or a backyard bonfire,
so take care.
Our next regular meeting is at 5.45pm, at the
shed, on Friday September 20.
Advice is free but getting it wrong can be
expensive.
If you have any questions, remember you can
contact captain Brian Rigby on 0417 984 324, or
Richard Hazlewood on 0414 250 484.
Please leave a message if we’re not there.

Max and Millie Heath with the two tankers named after them.

New shed looks like it’s
going gangbusters
Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Coondle-Nunile
Max J Heath
HI ALL from Coondle-Nunile fire shed.
By the looks of it, the new shed is going
along gangbusters.
I don’t know if it is on schedule but it
certainly looks that way.
At the last meeting we discussed what we
would take from the old shed as we need
some memories from it.
We will be limited in what we can use but
some things, like our bench top which is a
lovely piece of timber, will definitely have
a place.
The brigade hopes you have either planned
or completed your annual clean up and have
started on your firebreaks.

It may sound early but it takes time for the
fuel to dry off and disappear.
Also as we have mentioned before, the
clearance on your breaks must be considered.
Please also check for the four metre height
as the new vehicles need at least that.
We would like to welcome two new
members in Daniel Hearn and George
Rayner to our midst as well. Welcome to the
team guys.
Well that’s about all from us for now and,
rest assured, if you are interested in helping
your community and joining any brigade,
you will be very welcome.
If you are interested in joining the CoondleNunile brigade then come to the shed on a
Friday evening from about 5pm on and say
hello.

One day course
To be held on Saturday 19 October 2019

Email: Toodyay@stjohnambulance.com.au
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We are not alone – people everywhere want change
Toodyay Progress Association
Larry Graham, Chair
HAVING recently returned from the east,
I found the nation-wide controversies over
local government fascinating; the public is
angry.
Various states handle local government
differently but there are two major issues that
seem to be universal, and they are councillors
and rates.
There appear to be three kinds of
controversial councillors: those who do not
understand that they cannot do whatever
they like; those who don’t bother reading
or understanding the decisions they make;
and those dominated by CEOs; all of which
somehow sound very familiar.
The next nation-wide controversy is rates
which in every state are a major issue and
many councils just seem unable to contain
their expenditure.
In Victoria, where there is a rate capping
system in place, rates are now seven per cent
lower than they would have been without that
system.
In Toodyay, all public players telling the
truth fuel the rates controversy; however
none of them is telling the whole truth.
And that truth is that the council decided to
increase rate revenue by 2.5 per cent a year
for the next decade.
What they did not clearly explain is that
it is total rate revenue and not a simple 2.5
per cent increase for all, meaning that some
ratepayers will get very large increases;
of necessity this average increase must be
balanced by large rate decreases for others.
It is our councillors who voted for that.
It was not the CEO, not the administration,
not the WA Valuer General, not the WA
Local Government Association and not the
Local Government Department; it was our
councillors.
The recent inquiry into Perenjori contains
this very relevant little gem: “Although there
has been a degree of deception on the part of
the CEO, it is also noted that the Councillors
of the Shire of Perenjori appear to have
been willingly misled and not performed due
diligence in all cases.”
That really says it all – while we do
not allege deception by our CEO, our
councillors are not there to be “willingly

misled”; our Local Government Act requires
them to represent “the interests of electors,
ratepayers and residents of the district”.
That pretty simple obligation appears to
confuse some councilors, and responsibility
for your rate increases lies completely with
them; your buck stops there.
Speaking of councillors, the fundamental
principle that underpins a democracy is that
the people determine who governs them.
We have three councillors who clearly do
not understand that.
These councillors were elected under the
now-abandoned ward system and they are
claiming that they were legally elected and
have no legal requirement to face an election.
This is a technically correct but nonsensical
argument.
No citizen outside the wards where these
people were elected has had any opportunity
to vote for them and it is a matter of fact that
no elector voted for our Shire President.
With a meagre combined vote of 498 out
of a possible total of 9951 votes, these three
cannot claim to have any form of electoral
support.

When we include Cr Manning (who has
indicated he will contest an election) the
average shire-wide vote of the four positions
is five per cent.
For perspective, the informal vote at the
2017 State Election was 4.54 per cent; almost
the same as the vote that allegedly validates
these four people holding public office.
Fear of losing is not a reason to not contest
elections because in democracies elections
legitimise those elected and those elected
should not use technicalities to hang on to
office.
None of these councillors can claim any
electoral legitimacy, and their tiny ward
votes from the last election consign them to
public irrelevancy.
The Toodyay Progress Association strongly
urges them to resign and contest an election
because then, and only then, can their elected
positions be legitimised.
As always, we point out that we are a notfor-profit, volunteer public advocacy group
that has not, and will not, run, supported or
endorsed candidates for elected office.

Rayner ordered to apologise
SHIRE President Brian Rayner has been
ordered to publicly apologise to the Toodyay
Progress Association (TPA) for breaching
WA local government rules of conduct.
The order relates to the shire’s April 2018
Toodyay Community Newsletter which led
Shire Deputy President Therese Chitty to
determine that President Rayner and Shire
CEO Stan Scott both breached the Shire
Code of Conduct by publishing “derogatory
and improper” statements about the TPA.
At a council meeting two weeks after the
newsletter was published, TPA Chair Larry
Graham asked President Rayner for details
about Mr Scott’s claim of an “unprincipled
campaign by The Herald and the TPA” in
which “people are bullied and harassed for
having a different point of view”.
President Rayner responded by claiming
former Herald columnist Geoffrey Appleby
had “published that he was out to get the
CEO in his position as Secretary of the TPA”.
An agenda item titled “Sanction Orders” at
last month’s council meeting said President

Rayner had been found by the Local
Government Standards Panel to have
breached the Local Government (Rules of
Conduct) Regulations 2007 in his reply to Mr
Graham at the April 2018 council meeting.
The breach related to President Rayner
attributing the comments to the Toodyay
Progress Association.
The Standards Panel ordered President
Rayner to attend the council meeting and
make a public apology without any further
comment or remarks.
The apology was ordered to be made
immediately after public question time.
“The Panel found that I breached the shire’s
Standing Orders Local law 2008 Regulation
4 of the said Conduct Rules in that such
attribution was objectionable,” President
Rayner said.
“I accept that I should not have attributed
the relevant comments to the Toodyay
Progress Association.
“I now apologise to the Toodyay Progress
Association”.

Gopher riders need
to think and act
like pedestrians
SaferToodyay
Desraé Clarke
A RECEPTIVE audience of Butterly Cottage
residents and representatives from other
Toodyay community groups recently met at
the St Stephen’s Anglican Church Hall to
learn about using mobility scooters, gophers,
motorised and wheelchairs.
Toodyay Police Officer in Charge, Sgt
Dave Flaherty informed those with a physical
disability about the safe use of these aids.
Dave began with the important fact that
a person using one of the above means of
mobility is classified as a ‘pedestrian’.
The person is allowed to use a footpath and,
when passing others on the pathway, must keep
to the left-hand side to allow free passage as
one does when out walking.
It is permissible to travel on a public road but
the traffic speed on the public road must be no
more than 50km/h.
Mobility scooters etc. must always face the
on-coming traffic.
If there is no suitable footpath, drive on
the nature strip or verge but when a vehicle
approaches, move off the road and remain
stationary until it passes.
However, if the unit has a speed of 10km/h or
more, it is classified as a ‘vehicle’ and requires
registration like any other car, motor bike,
utility, truck, etc., before it can be used on a
public road.
Always show consideration to other
road users as you would like them to show
consideration to you. Choose Respect.
Before leaving a driveway or crossing a road
remember the words from the song that was
sung to us when we were young: Look to the
right and look to the left – and look to the right
again.
Crimestoppers is the contact for the
community to report anything of a suspicious
nature and you can remain anonymous. Phone
1800 333 000 or email crimestopperswa.com.
au.
For general emergencies ring 000, police
emergency 131 444, Toodyay Police 9574
9555 and to report graffiti visit goodbyegrafitti.
wa.gov.au. Contact safertoodyay.org.au for
further information.

TOODYAY EMERGENCY SERVICES

OPEN DAY

SATURDAY 14 SEPTEMBER 9am to 12pm

St John Toodyay celebrates
75 years of service
to the Toodyay community

Please join the Toodyay
Police, Toodyay Fire and
Rescue and St John
Ambulance Toodyay

Free sausage sizzle for all

75
YEARS

Have a look through the
Police Station, the
ambulance centre and
the Fire and Rescue
Crews equipment

Simulated exercise with all the teams
working together to be at the back of St John
commencing at 10am
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Green and gold
as far as the
eye can see
Bejoording Community Group
News
From the desk of The Badger
AT LAST, after dry weather, cold weather,
even a little wet weather, it’s finally
warming up to green and gold time.
Everywhere you look, especially up in
our part of the world, there’s the contrast
between the vivid blue skies, the rich green
of young wheat crops and the brilliant
yellow of canola flowers.
Even the native Wattle and local weeds
are green and gold.
In places the vistas are breathtaking
especially when the sun shines and I’ve
seen many passing motorists stopping to
take photos.
There’s something very life-affirming
and energising about this time of year
with crisp clear mornings rapidly warming
during the day, then clear cold evenings
full of stars.
Talking of green and gold, the nail-biting
Ashes will be reaching a conclusion this
month.
Let’s hope the baggy greens have
delivered some gold by the next time I
write.
Footy finals will be upon us by the time
you read this.
Will the Eagles soar to the occasion?
There’ll be plenty of noise coming from
a few sheds and ‘man-caves’ over the next
few weeks.
On the social front we had a seafood
feast on October 2 at the shed.
By the time you read this we will have
had a curry feast to coincide with a visit
from the shire CEO and Shire President
for a community information session.
Your monthly reminder: we meet every
Wednesday evening (except in January) at
the Bejoording Community Centre which
shares premises with the local Volunteer
Bush Fire Brigade in Bejoording Road.
Come along from 6pm and leave when
it suits you.
It’s strictly ‘come as you are’ casual,
kids are welcome, and there are fun events
every month.
If you aren’t yet a member, we’d love to
get to know you.
If you want to know more you can
contact president Barry Grey on 0428 742
149 or call The Badger on 0414 250 484.
Hope to see you soon.

Annual General Meeting
The Toodyay Herald (Inc.) AGM
will be held 10am Saturday
September 21 at Toodyay Bar &
Grill, 122B Stirling Tce, Toodyay.

Dancer Molly stars with Titanium

Bolgart News
Pam McGill
CONGRATULATIONS to Molly Snooke
(9) on winning first place (out of 27
competitors) for the lyrical solo Titanium,
choreographed by Miss Bonnie McGeady
at That’s Entertainment Festival of Dance
in Morley during the July school holidays.
Molly won a $50 gift voucher to Stage and
Style Dancewear in Ellenbrook.
In early August, Molly completed her grade
four Cecchetti classical ballet examination
with adjudicator Miss Jan Roach who
travelled over from NSW.
Molly has recently been offered a position
to commence her Level One Dancestep
assistant teacher training program with Miss
Lani McGeady at Toodyay Ballet School.
At the end of August, she was invited to
perform at the Young Dancer Awards at WA
Ballet Company studios in Perth and will
also be dancing at Dowerin Field Day.
A wonderful surprise recently for Peter
and Nolene Kaszanski when their daughter
Jordie returned home early from living and
working in Washington DC for 13 months
as an au pair.
A great-line up of Porsche cars from
clubs in Perth on Sunday August 18 was a
wonderful sight to see.
They were visiting Tree’s Cafe for morning
tea, then making their way back via Chittering
to Perth.
Congratulations to Kim Watson on turning
the big 50. Kim celebrated with friends and
family on Saturday August 17.

School news

CONGRATULATIONS to Davion Stanton
who has won a place on the Inland Lighthouse
Network’s Science Camp and attended three
days of activities at Curtin University.
Preparation for the upcoming Victoria
Plains State Schools Association athletics
carnival is well under way.
The carnival will be held at Calingiri on
September 20th.
Merit certificates were awarded in the
senior room to Tyler Page and Josephine
Edmonds. Junior room were Joshua Cotter
and Amy-Grace Crawford.
Aussie of the Month went to Michael
Woodford and Zane Wallis.

Ladies’ golf results

CONGRATULATIONS to Club champion
for 2019 Joy Hamilton, Runner-up Therese
Chitty.
Nett winner - Joy Hamilton, Runner-up
Pam McGill.
Edmonds Cup was played for on Thursday
August 8.
The trophy for winning the cup is donated
by Matthew and Lynda Edmonds, who live
in Perth, but very generously continue to
sponsor the event.
There are more sponsors for the day also,
which is very much appreciated by the club.
There was a very good field of 60 ladies
and the winner was Vivienne Camerer from
Bolgart with 36 stableford points.

Trophy sponsors Pip and Lester Snooke from Bolgart Rural Merchandise.
Gross winner was Robyn Woods from
Chequers 22pts, Runner-up to the Cup on a
countback was Grace Snooke from Northam
34pts from third nett winner Pam McGill
34pts from Bolgart.
Best veteran was Lynne Walton from
Dowerin 33pts.
Best unplaced visitor from Gingin Kaye
Bingham 33pts.
Best unplaced local Nolene Kaszanski
30pts.
Best limit marker handicap 30-45 Sharon
Jones, Dowerin 29pts.
Best 1-9 Julie Bailey, Dowerin 20pts.
Best 10-18, Kellie Brown, Quairading
19pts.
The teams event was won by G Snooke, W
Kerr, D O’Hearn.
The Mary Groves Trophy, played on
August 18, was won by Bridget Moore with
36pts.
Runner-up was Vivienne Camerer with
34pts.

Men’s golf results
ON THE August 17-18 weekend the
men played for the Fairlea Cup and Club
Champion event over 36 holes.
These trophies are sponsored by Bolgart
Rural Merchandise’s Lester and Pip Snooke.
Congratulations to Club Champion 2019
Justin Edmonds and runner-up Todd Meston.
The Fairlea Cup winner was Lester
Snooke, runner-up, Cadji (Brett) Watson.
Presentations were made by Lester and
Pip Snooke and to finish the day, a lovely
casserole tea was enjoyed by everyone.

Morangup
Butterly
on agenda
Morangup Matters
Jo Hart
WILDFLOWERS are beginning to bloom,
so spring is in the air in Morangup,
although we would welcome more rain.
The Morangup Progress Association
continued its regular community events
with Cuppa and a Chat on September 1.
The next get together will be on Sunday
November 3.
Coming up on Sunday October 13 is a
car park sale at Morangup Hall. Sellers at
8am, $10 per bay and buyers from 8:30am,
$2 entry.
Further information will be available
soon on our Facebook page, facebook.
com/morangupmpa, where we regularly
share items of local interest.
A recent item has been the proposal to
build one and two bedroom rental cottages,
similar to Butterly Cottages, in Morangup.
Anyone interested in joining a committee
to bring this to fruition is encouraged to
contact Sue Bussell on 9574 7111 or
email:ricjones@iinet.net.au.
On Facebook we also invite Morangup
residents to share their ‘typical Morangup’
pictures each month.
Follow the Facebook page to keep up
with the initiatives happening in Morangup
and if you are a Morangup resident, please
join the Morangup Progress Association,
you can do this via the Facebook page.
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More than 1100 residents packed the Mundaring Arena to voice concerns over the high-density development in Stoneville. Photo: Owen Briffa, Mundaring and Surrounds Photography.

Council knocks back Stoneville development
Debra Bishop
IN WHAT was the biggest council meeting
the Mundaring Shire has ever hosted,
1100 residents turned up on August 27 to
see councillors unanimously vote ‘no’ to
plans by the Anglican Diocese of Perth
and developer Satterley for a controversial
townsite of 4000 people in North Stoneville.
Roads were blocked as more than 1000
residents and ratepayers made their way to
the meeting at Mundaring Arena.
Save Perth Hills action group said the
councillors’ ‘no’ vote signalled the council
had listened and responded to the will of
the people and the vote was a resounding
community win.
“We congratulate our community for their
unprecedented 1000 public submissions,
and their unwavering commitment to
preserve Perth Hills’ culture, landscape and
environment for future generations,” Save
Perth Hills Chair, Paige McNeil, said.
“We won a big battle last night – but there’s
still a long way to go.”
Satterley wants to build 1450 suburban
style homes on 555ha of isolated land,
surrounded by an Extreme Fire Zone.
Local residents, aged eight to 80, lined up
to deliver deputations to the councillors.
Satterley representatives also attended
with Ray Stokes, former member, 2005, WA
Planning Commission (WAPC) Statutory
Planning Committee (the WAPC’s regulatory
decision-making body) and currently
Satterley’s Executive Manager of Planning
giving a 15-minute deputation.
No one else spoke in favour of the
development.
Locals voiced concerns over the scale, fire,
traffic, and a ‘test case’ sewerage plant.

Many children spoke of climate change and
environmental destruction.
Others questioned the financial burden
the development would bring existing
ratepayers, while the private landowner,
the Anglican Diocese, would reap tax-free
commercial gains from land it was gifted,
more than 100 years ago.
Councillors added motions to the shire

officers’ report, which recommended
rejection on traffic issues, including the area
was unsuitable for urbanisation, fire risks
were too high, environmental losses would
be too great and the development would have
no public transport.
Ms McNeil called on land owner the
Anglican Diocese of Perth to withdraw the
application from the WAPC.

“Structure Plan 34 is dangerous, destructive
and a planning disaster.
“This land should have never been zoned
‘urban’ in the first place. A mistake was
made, and it will take courage to fix this
mistake,” Ms McNeil said.
The unanimous Council decision now
moves to the WAPC for a decision.

Around the turbo charged traps at Targa

Northam makes Tidy
Towns finals
NORTHAM has been named as a finalist
in the Heritage and Culture section of this
year’s 50th Keep Australia Beautiful Tidy
Towns Sustainable Communities Awards.
The Awards celebrate community efforts
towards sustainability including reducing
litter, water and energy consumption,
recycling, celebrating culture and heritage
and protecting the natural environment.
The winners will be announced at the
Tidy Towns Sustainable Communities State
Awards Presentation in Perth on Friday
October 25.

Age-friendly funding
FUNDING of up to $15,000 per project
is available for local governments and
incorporated not-for-profit community
organisations to implement age-friendly,
active/positive ageing, other seniors-related
and dementia-friendly strategies.
Innovative pilot projects which have not
been previously tested within the local
government or community are eligible for
funding through this program.
The following items are eligible for
funding: resource materials and publication
costs, equipment and venue hire; publicity,
communications and marketing; food and
non-alcoholic beverages for community
engagement activities; project staff and
consultants; intrastate travel and, project
evaluation.
For further information visit dlgc.
communities.wa.gov.au/GrantsFunding
Pages/Age-friendly-and-Dementia-friendlyCommunities-Grants-Program.

Competitors leave the Charcoal Lane car park pit stop for the second part of the Toodyay stage of last month’s Targa West Rally.
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Marty set to run 600km for mental health
TUESDAY September 10 is Suicide
Prevention Day with awareness sessions
being held around the country to provide
education and communication surrounding
suicide prevention.
At 3am on September 10, Marty Kallane
from Morangup will also be starting his
mental health awareness journey with an
amazing support crew.
Marty will run solo from Kalgoorlie to
Perth to support the Headspace National
Youth Mental Health Foundation.
This is a 600km ultra-marathon covering
120km per day over five and a half days
finishing at Langley Park, Perth around
1pm on Sunday September 15.
Back in August 2018, proudly supported
by his wife Kathryn, their children, family,
friends and the team at the The Noble Falls
Tavern, Marty ran from Toodyay to Perth
to promote mental health awareness.
He ran the 90kms in just over 11 hours
raising $6248 for Headspace and some
much-welcomed awareness along the way.
You can follow Marty’s ultra-marathon
journey for mental health via Instagram
(@miles_for_mental_health) and on
Facebook (Marty Kallane).
The fundraising page and Marty’s
biography can also be found at chuffed.
org/project/miles-for-mental health
-ultramarathon.

Butterly gardens need
a helping hand
Butterly Cottages
Therese Chitty

Last year Marty Kallane set off from Stirling Terrace Toodyay to run to Perth to promote
mental illness.

THE AGM for Butterly Cottages Inc will
be held at 1pm on Monday October 28 in St
Stephen’s Anglican Church Hall.
To be eligible to vote at the AGM you must
be a financial member at least one month prior
to the AGM; by Saturday September 28.
Membership renewal forms are available
by contacting the secretary on 0427 990 972,
email butterly2j@gmail.com or PO Box 37
Toodyay 6566.
If you wish to nominate for the Committee of
Management you must be a financial member
for at least three months prior to the AGM.
Butterly Cottages will also be holding a
fundraising stall outside the IGA on Friday
and Saturday September 20-21.
Funds are needed for maintenance of the
Harper Road and Ashby on Avon Cottages.
The Committee of Management would like
to hear from anyone who would be able to help
out with gardening and general maintenance
work at the cottages.
So, if you have about four hours a fortnight
spare and would like to help the not-for-profit,
voluntarily run Butterly Cottages please
contact the secretary.
Thanks to our Police Sgt Dave Flaherty who
came and spoke to the residents of Butterly
and other interested Toodyay seniors regarding
the rules of gopher driving which was very
interesting.

Advertorial

Truffle trees grow for a host of reasons
IT’S A FACT – Truffle trees can be grown in
the Avon Valley/Wheatbelt and I am doing
it right now in Toodyay.
We choose to plant a particular variety
of tree for various reasons.
Our choice is based on many attributes
or expectations – its beauty, flowers, scent,
shade, hardiness or for the colour of its
leaves when the season changes. Well,
why not add another reason – Truffles.
There are two types of Oak trees that can
host the truffle mycelium, the spore which

is the vegetative body of the fungi.
The deciduous common English Oak
Quercus pubescens and the evergreen
Quercus ilex or French Oak both grow well
in Toodyay. Mine are 14 years old.
Some facts. You will not become rich by
planting a couple of Truffle trees but you will
have fun training your dog to find them and
you will have some good dinners ahead of
you. Your Christmas turkey and so many other
dishes will take a new dimension.
You will have planted trees that can grow

for more than one thousand years which will
help reduce your carbon footprint and provide
enjoyment for future generations.
Why are Truffles so expensive? Because we
don’t know what we don’t know about Truffles.
What we do know is that there is something
in WA that makes it a very productive Trufflegrowing area.
The best harvests ever in France and Italy
yielded 100kg per hectare but areas in the
south west such as Pemberton and Manjimup
produce almost one tonne per hectare. We

don’t know yet what we could produce in
the Avon Valley and Wheatbelt.
My Truffle saplings are one year old and
have each been inoculated with four grams
of spores. They are $60 each but if you buy
10 you will get one free. I can deliver if you
want five or more saplings.
For photos of available saplings
and Truffles contact me by email at
alainfabregues@aol.com.au or you can
visit my website Toodyaytruffleco.com.au.
Alain Fabrègues
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‘Gentleman’ Joseph saw
vintage prospects
Toodyay Historical Society
Robyn Taylor

Former Toodyay students with former Perth Malaysian Consul General Hamidah Ashari
(centre) visit the Borneo Prisoner of War Memorial in Kings Park in 2011.

Death Marches cost Toodyay lives
This month’s instalment of Toodyay RSL

President Peter Brennan’s history of the local
sub-branch to mark this year’s 100th anniversary
covers the start of the Sandakan Scholarship
Program to commemorate a series of infamous
prisoner of war death marches in North Borneo in
which Toodyay servicemen died in World War II.
THE TOODYAY RSL celebrated its 90th birthday
10 years ago on 7 October 2009, the same year that
also marked Toodyay RSL member Eric Patten’s
achievement as the local branch’s longest serving
secretary, having done the job for 26 years.
In the same year, the Toodyay RSL inaugurated a
Sandakan Scholarship Program for students living
in the Shire of Toodyay.
The aim was for scholarship winners to
commemorate Anzac Day at Sandakan in North
Borneo where thousands of Australian and British
prisoners captured by Japanese soldiers were held
during World War II after the fall of Singapore in
1942.
A series of infamous Sandakan Death Marches
three years later killed a total of 2345 men
weakened by disease, malnutrition and illtreatment, and was widely regarded as the single
worst atrocity suffered by Australian servicemen
in World War II.
Only six Australians survived by escaping
between January and June 1945 into the rugged
jungle during the 260km forced marches from the
port city of Sandakan to the highlands town of
Ranau.
WA resident Chris Parry journeyed to Borneo in
2010 to retrace the steps of those who died.
“You weep throughout the trek, not for your
aches and pains at the end of the day but for the
constant reminder of those that came before you
under horrific and brutal conditions,” he later
wrote.
“The physical and mental requirements of this
trek are remarkable.”
Mr Parry’s boss had lost an uncle, Ron Carleton,
who was a prisoner of war at Sandakan.
Mr Parry compiled a documented history of Ron
Carleton’s story, including a transcript of an ABC
radio production Six from Borneo written 64 years
earlier.
It was authored by ABC journalist Colin Simpson
who walked the track in 1946 with Army War
Grave officials.
The transcript was based on Simpson’s
experiences on the track and from interviews with
the six Australian survivors.
Mr Parry contacted the ABC and was given an
audio copy of the production, which aired on a
Friday night in 1947 and had not been broadcast
since.
Chris recalled his experiences: “On my trek I
followed the story of three brothers from Toodyay
– Herb, Tom and Gordon Dorizzi, – who all lost
their lives in Borneo, along with a fourth Toodyay
local, Reg Ferguson,” he said.
Toodyay’s local connection to these tragic events
led to a meeting at Toodyay District High School in
2011 to see if the production could be re-recorded
as a school and community resource and possible
rebroadcast on ABC Radio.
The school dedicated a semester for its drama
students to learn about the events and re-record
the original Simpson production.
The students who took on the character roles
visited Kings Park to learn more about what
happened in Sandakan.
At the Borneo Prisoner of War Memorial, Perth
Malayasian Consul General Hamidah Ashari

presented each of the students with a bead necklace
made in the Malaysian State of Sabah, where
Sandakan is situated.
The necklaces symbolised a special relationship
between the people of Sabah and Australia forged
through the sacrifice of thousands of local Sabah
people who died trying to help Australian prisoners
of war.
It is only due to the generosity of the Toodyay
community at fund-raising events and donations
that the local RSL has been able to send a student
from Toodyay every year to commemorate those
tragic events.
Scholarships have been awarded to:
2009: Morgan Goodman and Jakob Kidd,
2010: Sarah Catto,
2011: Rachael Michael,
2012: Taylor Ferguson,
2013: Lia Bannister,
2014: Sam Chitty and Olivia Ferguson,
2015: Lauren Rutley (no tour due to illness),
2016: Catherine Fletcher and Kobe Wakka,
2017: No students applied,
2018: Tameka Baker and Alyssa Farrall,
2019: Mackenna Cousinery and Ellea White.
Catherine Fletcher said the tour was incredible.
“I have many memories that I am sure I will never
forget,” she said.
The most memorable part was visiting the War
Memorial at Labuan Island (North Borneo) for the
Dawn Service on Anzac Day.
“The memorial was stunning, consisting of over
4000 graves, with over 2000 of them for unknown
soldiers.
We laid poppies for the Dorizzi brothers and Reg
Ferguson, all of whom lie in the grave of unknown
soldiers.
“The cemetery is wonderfully well-kept and a
truly touching experience for anyone who goes
there.”
Kobe Wakka said she saw “a lot of eye-opening
things” and was amazed how friendly the Sarawak
and Sabah people were.
“Muslim people are often portrayed as bad
people in today’s society but they really aren’t,”
she said.
“I was able to experience the jungle and
completed a section of the death march.
“It was very hot and humid. I now have a better
understanding of what these young soldiers went
through for our freedom, something that most of
our generation will never experience.”
The Toodyay RSL is most grateful for the support
of the following Sandakan Scholarship donors over
the years:
Shire of Toodyay, Toodyay Lions Club, Toodyay
Op Shop, Dr Michael McGuinness AM, Toodyay
and Districts Bendigo Community Bank, local
Liberal Federal MP Christian Porter, local WA
Nationals State MP Shane Love, former local WA
Nationals State MP Grant Woodhams, former
local Liberal Federal MP Judi Moylan, Anderson
Earthmoving, Toodyay Brewbakers, Toodyay
Miniature Railway, Rogue Riders Motorcycle
Club, Toodyay St John Ambulance and Charlie
and Marion Ferguson.
(Last month’s photo of Toodyay RSL’s first female service
member Edna Browne incorrectly reported her service
name, which was Sgt Edna Sinclair (not Browne) before
she married former Toodyay RSL President Max Browne.
Sgt Sinclair served at ordnance depots as a member of
the Women’s Royal Australian Army Corps but was not
a Royal Australian Army Ordinance Corps member. The
errors occurred in editing).

TOODYAY’S geography, in common with
other early inland European settlements in the
Avon region, made it highly suitable for the
development of farming and agriculture.
It had good soils, an abundance of timber,
an agreeable climate and importantly the
availability of water.
Although the settlements were located along
the Avon River, it was the freshwater springs
and brooks that enabled the fruit and vegetable
industries to thrive.
During the 19th and early 20th centuries,
Toodyay was a major supplier of fresh produce
with cereal crops, market gardens, citrus
orchards, stone fruit, and vineyards providing
grapes for the table, dried fruit and wine.
Some of these industries are described in a
handsome publication titled Twentieth Century
Impressions of Western Australia which was
published in 1901 as a gift for the Duke and
Duchess of Cornwall and York to celebrate
their visit to WA at the time of Federation.
The book, encyclopaedic in its coverage,
highlights WA’s achievements.
With the recent centenary of the Wood
family’s ownership of the Coorinja Winery,
some history from this 1901 publication makes
for interesting reading.
The two major companies involved with
grape growing were Bull and Stevens the
proprietors of Avondale, and the Coorinja
Vineyard Company.
Bull and Stevens planted winemaking
varieties as well as table grapes.
They also established orange, lemon, apple
and stone fruit orchards.
The fine buildings they erected remain,
though the industries are a thing of the past.
According to the 1901 publication, it was
around 1898, “…following the appointment of
Joseph Valent, ‘a gentleman with considerable
technical and practical knowledge gained in
Italy’, that Coorinja really came to the fore in
fruit and vine cultivation.
“As a result, there are now some seventy
acres of the property planted, ten acres of which
are under fruit trees.
“Of the sixty acres under vines, nine acres
are planted with table grapes.

“The wine cellar is a handsome brick
building, well-appointed, and stocked with
about 12,000 gallons of wine of the vintages
from 1898 to 1901.”
Coorinja also had the advantage of being next
to the railway with a siding established on its
property for the transport of produce.
A significant relic of those times is the
magnificent Ringa railway bridge that crosses
Harper Brook and can be viewed from the
Coorinja property.
Our September excursion will be the annual
spring clean of the historic Syred’s Cottage
at Bejoording on Sixth Road, beginning at
10.30am.
Please bring dusters and brooms, rakes and
gardening gear and also a picnic lunch and
chair.
For those who haven’t been to the cottage,
you are in for a treat.
Drive north towards Bolgart on the BindiBindi Toodyay Road.
You will cross One Man Road, then Fifth
Road before turning left into Sixth Road.
If you pass Seventh Road you will know you
have gone too far.

Got any ruins?

DO YOU have any ruins or interesting old
structures on your property?
Would you be willing to allow them to be
photographed?
Toodyay Historical Society is developing a
collection of photos, particularly of buildings
which might eventually be lost to the ravages
of time and the environment.
If you would be happy for someone to visit
and take a few pictures for our collection, we
would be very glad to hear from you.
Please contact us to make arrangements:
Robyn Taylor secretary phone 9574 2578
secretary.2j.ths@gmail.com, rdtaylor@iinet.
net.au, or Beth Frayne, toobide4@iinet.net.au,
phone 9574 5971.
Donegan’s Cottage Research Centre in the
showgrounds is open Thursdays from 1-3pm.
Postal address: PO 32, Toodyay 6566.
.Website: toodyayhistoricalsociety.org.au.
Books and displays at Drummond House,
open Saturdays 10am to noon.
Membership $10 per annum.

Wood family centenary celebration at Coorinja Winery.
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Next month’s Show will be
jam-packed with action
Toodyay Agricultural Society
Alison Wroth

Goomalling farmer Rex Rowles (left) with WA Science Minister David Kelly at Little Creatures
micro brewery in Fremantle. Photo: WAtoday.

Goomalling farmer wins grant
to produce heritage malt
WITH the help of innovative Goomalling
farmer Rex Rowles, WA craft brewers could
soon have access to a supply of traceable
malt.
Mr Rowles is aiming to be WA’s first
producer of high-quality heritage malt for
use by Australian craft brewers, an idea first
hatched back in 2011.
Malt is the key ingredient in beer,
determining the flavour profile, mouthfeel
and colour.
Mr Rowles received one of four scholarships
in the latest round of the Agriculture and
Aquaculture Entrepreneurship Program.
He received $20,000 that he will use to

travel to the USA, Germany and NSW
to seek out leading practices on micromalting, visiting commercial operations and
undertaking specialist courses.
Mr Rowles will gain knowledge on the
business practice, technology and science
behind boutique malting.
This knowledge will then give him the
skills to develop a micro-malting operation
on his grain farm in the Wheatbelt, and to
offer unique origin malting barley to craft
breweries and distilleries.
This is set to be a game changer for the
industry which currently relies heavily on
imports from overseas.

BY THE time The Herald is published there
will only be a month until the 166th Toodyay
Agricultural Show on Saturday October 12.
The Show Schedule books are out early
this year and available for purchase for a $2
donation to our Show.
To keep expenses down and since the
schedule and entry forms can be printed
from our website, only a minimum number
were printed, so if you like a schedule
as a keepsake grab one from either the
Toodyay Visitors Centre, shire offices, Makit
Hardware, library or Toodyay and Districts
Bendigo Community Bank.
Entry forms along with a bank receipt of
your fee deposit, can now be emailed direct
to our Show Recorder.
If you do not want to take up this new
option you can still drop entry forms with
the correct money in a sealed envelope at
the Toodyay Visitors Centre.
Entry forms will be accepted up to noon
on Saturday October 5. Please lodge entries
early.
Both the Facebook page and our website
toodyayagsociety.com.au are ways of
accessing the society, especially if you have
queries about groundspace in the trade or
food van areas.
Our major sponsors are the businesses and
individuals who support us, so we can get
this event organised.
Without Morgan Feed Supplies, Toodyay
and Districts Bendigo Community Bank,
Dunnings, Toodyay Op Shop, Shire of
Toodyay, Road Safety Commission and
the support offered by individuals in the

community, the Show would not happen.
The schedule is jam-packed with new
businesses supporting us this year, so, on
behalf of the president and the committee,
heartfelt thanks to you all.
Now is the time when all the marvellous
cooks in the district come out to produce the
batch of biscuits, bake that incredible Show
Cake or the President’s Favourite Recipe
which this year is a Date and Walnut Loaf
or even give that new class of Man Cake a
try.
We’ve all got plenty of time to practise and
if you bake a cake that you believe would win
that Best Exhibit sash, freeze and enter – just
make sure that the exhibit is totally defrosted
on the day of the Show.
The Bread section was very bare last
year. So, if you have a bread maker, throw
a mixture in the night before and see how it
goes.
Our stewards’ pre-show meeting will be
held on Saturday September 14 at the Youth
Hall from 9am, followed by morning tea.
The Show Recorder and Schedule
Coordinator Brendan will be available. So,
if all willing and able stewards could make
it along, it would be beneficial when we go
through the judging file. Brendan will be
there to answer questions relating to data
input on the day and the collation of the file.
Any new stewards this year, please advise
me if you can’t attend and we can catch up
on another day.
Mark Saturday October 12 on your
calendar and come along to see our
incredible entertainment program, road
safety demonstration and information, food
vans galore, trade displays, side-show alley,
horses in action with showjumping and
winding up with the fireworks at 7.30pm.

This year’s judge Iain Ritchie at work. Photo: Tribeca Equestrian,Canada.

Top judge to rate farriers
Gidgegannup Agricultural Society
Jean Witcombe
AGRICULTURAL shows always offer
opportunities to see country crafts and skills
and this year the Gidgegannup Agricultural
Society is hosting the 2019 WA Farriers
Association State Championships on Friday
and Saturday October 25-26.
In conjunction with the State Championships,
the ﬁrst annual Australian Team Trials will be
held with a view to sending a four-man national
team to the British Farriers and Blacksmiths
Association international competition at
Stoneleigh Park, UK in September.
The two-day Gidgegannup program has been
modified to better represent the requirements
and environment of previous Stoneleigh
competitions and this year’s judge is the
highly skilled Canadian farrier Iain Ritchie
who has judged at Stoneleigh and brings a

wealth of experience and knowledge from the
international competition scene.
There are indications that working horses
have been shod for many centuries and in days
gone by the village blacksmith would have
made horseshoes, shod horses and forged metal
objects and implements.
Contemporary farriers specialise in equine
hoof care and have the dual skills of working
with metal and a comprehensive knowledge
of the conformation of a horse’s hoof, while a
blacksmith works with iron and steel and may
never see a horse.
Don’t miss the opportunity to watch skilled
farriers making, fitting and finishing specialised
horseshoes at this year ’s Gidgegannup
Agricultural Show.
Buy your tickets to the show on line; go to
TryBooking.com, select ‘buy ticket’ and search
for Gidge Show 2019, select ‘book now’ and
there you are.
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Late afternoon view of Canola in full bloom. Photo: Frank Panizza.

Big falls in grain production expected
Toodyay Agricultural Alliance
Frank Panizza
A FAMILIAR patchwork landscape of green
crops and yellow canola paddocks dominates
the spring landscape in Toodyay.
The term ‘dry July’ may be synonymous
with people taking a break from alcohol but
it is a term bandied around lately to describe
the rainfall over the entire Western Australian
grain belt.
Below-average July rainfall has lowered
expected yields throughout WA.
The latest Grain Industry of WA (GIWA)
report showns an expected fall in production
of all grains in all regional port zones.

In GIWA’s latest report, the total expected
production decline over all commodities
was pegged at 23 per cent compared with
the 2018 season.
The largest fall in production is expected
to be lupins and canola, with falls of 32 per
cent and 37 per cent respectively.
Both crops have suffered from the late
start to the season as well as some farmers
abandoning part of their broadleaf crop
programs due to the late start.
The report stated that “lupins and canola
have just started to flower and are going to
need a miracle to reach average yields”.
Production fall of barley is lower at only
14 per cent and wheat 27 per cent.

The barley production has been helped by
a switch by farmers from canola to barley
due to seasonal conditions.
Large falls in sheep saleyard prices over the
past few weeks have been felt by all sheep
producers.
Some of the falls can be put down to
seasonal conditions with a flush of new
season’s lamb entering the market however,
some industry participants believe that
the recent rapid rises in values have been
unsustainable.
Others are concerned that continued
high prices are causing consumers to look
for alternative meats in their weekly food
shopping.
Wool prices have also fallen substantially

which can be directly related to the ongoing
US-China trade war.
Buying from Chinese woollen mills has
pulled back markedly as there are widespread
concerns that President Trump will impose
tariffs on woollen clothing manufactured in
China then exported to the US.
If this occurs, exports of woollen garments
will be severely affected. Chinese wool
buyers have remained cautious and have now
adopted a ‘just in time’ approach to buying
their wool requirements.
Hope for a common-sense solution to the
trade war is almost universal however, not
much hope exists for a speedy resolution…
unfortunately.

Books aim to bridge the
city, country divide

There is lots to see, do and buy at the monthly Toodyay Farmers Market.

Markets draw visitors to town
Toodyay Farmers Market
Sue Wakka
HOPE you didn’t miss last month’s market.
What a beautiful day – the weather was
glorious.
If you did, don’t worry, save the date for
the next market on Sunday September 15.
We had lots of visitors to the market last
month, along with many locals making it an
enjoyable morning out.
The sun was shining, the music was great
(even a drummer joined in the fun); there
were friendly people and lots of stalls. What
more could you want?
Oh, and there were goodies for everyone
in the family, even your pooch.
Did you know the markets are the place
to get all those wonderful handmade,
homemade or homegrown goodies.
Some of those on offer at the markets are;

banksia flowers, metal signs, waterwise
eremophila plants, fruit trees, bully sticks
and bones for dogs, worm farms, little
succulents, photos, cups, recycled wooden
tables, wooden screen doors, metal art pigs,
snuggle rugs, bibs, beanies, hand-dyed
wool, Amigurumi dolls, quilts, bags, crystal
hangers, earrings, belts, teapot cosies, lip
balm, washing powder, ceramic bowls, seeds,
soaps, shampoo and conditioner, herbs, clay
smoking dragons, date cake, honey, eggs,
beef jerky, coffee, cakes, wines, pumpkins,
lemons, mandarins, jams, chutneys, Tarot
readings, chooks and alpacas.
We even have a book exchange but there
is so much more – this is just a little sample.
We are calling for food stalls so if you
would like to join the markets please email
us: toodyayfarmersmarket@gmail.com.
Remember the date: Sunday September 15
from 9am to1pm at Stirling Park Toodyay.

AGRICULTURAL magnate John Nicoletti
wants to shore up the future of the industry
he loves by purchasing 4000 books that
highlight Aussie primary producers and
donating them to schools around Australia.
In future weeks, schools will receive a
set of Alice Mabin’s The Grower series,
representing the largest private donation to
the education system. Each set is valued at
$200.
“I grew up in a marginal area in the
Wheatbelt of WA and I’ve probably seen
more droughts than good years but I still
managed to put together a big chunk of land,”
Mr Nicoletti said.
“I want to encourage our young people;
if we can give 10 or 50 or 100 people the
inspiration to get out there and have a real
crack – this is what it’s about.”
Author Alice Mabin took to social media to
facilitate the books’ dispersion, and teachers,
families and businesses big and small got

behind the project, helping to cover freight
costs to each school.
Local farmer Matt McCaw from St
Fergus Farms covered the freight cost
for books to primary schools at Toodyay,
Wundowie, Gidgegannup, Bakers Hill,
Bolgart, Wooroloo, Avondale, Northam and
West Northam as well as Northam Senior
High School.
“I saw the passion and perseverance
that Aussie growers put into their animals
and produce but I also saw the disconnect
between this industry and the people who
are fed and clothed because of it,” Ms Mabin
said.
“I knew I needed to somehow bridge that
divide between those who are involved and
those who aren’t, the country and the city,
and get recognition for our farmers and John
took it one step further by making sure as
many school kids as possible can get their
hands on these books.”
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Mini rail flat out all day
Toodyay Miniature Railway
Vern Witney

From left: John and Jenny Clark, Gloria and Norm Green, Helen Kevern, Peter Edwards
and Dr Monika Zechetmayr enjoy a coffee at Amy’s.

Probus rekindles zest for fun
Toodyay Probus Club
Norm Green
THERE are around 6500 community
and social clubs around Australia and
astonishingly 30 per cent of those are Probus
Clubs.
One of the issues with retirement is what
to do with your time?
Some of us find renewed vigour for old
hobbies, like gardening or crafts, both things
we could do on our own and in our own
homes.
But what if that’s not enough?
Well, over the years around 125,000
retirees have taken to Probus Clubs with
absolute gusto and have been spending much
of their retirement time simply socialising
and having fun with friends.
They’re always happy to tell you how
much Probus has brightened their lives and
rekindled their zest for fun and friendship in
retirement.
You’ll find Probus Clubs are a mix of
socialising, lunches and interesting guest
speakers with both small and large group
activities.
This month one of our special excursions is
to Boshak Outback where we will be treated

to morning tea and damper, then a walk
around the lake, with a lunch at the property
afterwards.
Boshak is a working farm near Bolgart
and has been recognised as one of the top-30
eco-sustainable nature-based locations.
Leo Kerr from Trillion Trees presented our
talk in August.
Trillion Trees used to be Men of Trees but
the name was changed mainly, I believe,
because there were more women working
in the organisation than men.
In 2014 they planted 100,000 trees at
Whiteman Park breaking the world record
for the most trees planted in an hour. Phew.
Coffee at Amy’s is one of our club’s regular
events, where members can get together and
have a chat.
Amy’s is very accommodating, taking
photos for us and tolerating our rearranging
of their tables and chairs.
Our meeting this month is a dinner
meeting.
This is where we get to eat again and enjoy
another talk by 2J2AIR presenter Richard
Hazlewood who will talk on the history of
the Cocos Keeling Islands.
Please contact Joan Bath 0417 171 606 for
membership enquiries.

THE EVER-popular mini rail continues to
operate, providing another tourist attraction
for our town.
As usual, the Saturday of the Avon Descent
proved to be the busiest run day for the year.
Normally we start carrying passengers at
about 9am and go flat out until about 4.30pm.
This year we didn’t start until 10.30am and
stopped at 3pm.
During this time, we were flat out, with
three engines pulling a total of seven
carriages.
Ideally, we should have had four engines
on hand in case one broke down but in spite
of good intentions for about 11 months, this
didn’t happen.
Anyway, the three engines kept going and
we didn’t have any serious dramas.
Future plans include adding an extra loop
to our track system.

This will make our rides last two minutes
longer, which will be all right until we have
a busy period and need quicker rides to keep
up with demand.
To combat this problem, a couple of sets
of points will be installed so we can isolate
the new loop when things get busy and go
back to the normal journey.
The problem with this idea is that we can’t
predict a busy period – these occur in a few
minutes and then might slacken off after
about 30 minutes.
I have the feeling that we might be trying
to improve on something which is already
very good.
Having been a farmer, I have seen
agricultural machines come and go.
As soon as someone manufactures a good
tractor, or harvesting machine, they try to
make it better and mess it up.
Recently we have had new members sign
up, so we will be running our popular tourist
attraction for a long time yet.

Beautiful timber used in slow
off-set challenge
Avon Woodturners
Max J Heath
HI THERE from the woodturners where
things are going along quietly.
Recently some of our members have
been out and around – one has been on an
extended trip to Europe and others are doing
the wildflower thing around the Wheatbelt.
On August 25 we held our AGM and after
our convener David Doye presented his
report, we had our elections.
David Doye was returned as convener for
the coming year, subject to WA Woodturners
Association approval as he has held this
position for some time.
We then elected Phil Perkins to the position
of secretary/treasurer, followed by Terry
Hood as equipment and safety officer.
Our general meeting was fairly quick and

we are now working on the sign for our
shed.
A couple of other maintenance issues
were discussed and have to be organised.
There has been some challenging turning
going on with Trevor Prangnell doing
some off-set turning on a beautiful piece of
timber. This has been a long, slow process.
Our newer turners are coming along well.
One of our next outings will be the
Toodyay Agricultural Show and we look
forward to seeing you all there.
While visiting Nungarin Museum
recently, they showed interest in us coming
to their markets and demonstrating turning.
It’s a long way to go but it could be
interesting.
Well, a short sharp article this month, so
please remember our motto folks – Don’t
Drive Tired.

