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Council ignores huge petition

Marathon mums
raise thousands 
for breast cancer

Marathon mums (from left) Claire Ferguson, Dim Boggs, Bree Byfield and Kim Reid cross the finish line at Newcastle Bridge after 
running 42km from Bolgart to Toodyay in five hours this month to help raise more than $4280 for breast cancer support services.

Michael Sinclair-Jones

TOODYAY residents are on the warpath after 
six shire councillors ignored a 2000-signature 
petition and voted last month to raise rates 
by 2.2 per cent.
 The increase was opposed by Toodyay’s 
three newest councillors who asked that their 
dissenting votes be formally recorded.
 The petition sought a rate rise of no more 
than 0.9 per cent, which was the same 
amount agreed 4-3 by councillors in June.
 However, the June decision was invalid 
due to the absence of Shire President Brian 
Rayner overseas and Cr Paula Greenway 
absent without leave on personal business, 
leaving it short of an absolute majority of 
five of the council’s nine members.
 The four councillors who voted for a 0.9 
per cent rate increase in June switched four 
weeks later to 2.2 per cent when President 
Rayner returned from leave to enable a 5-4 
absolute majority vote to more than double 
the previously agreed rate increase.
 Public advertising resulted in nine public 
submissions, 20 pages of comments and a 
2000-name petition signed by more than 60 
per cent of all Toodyay voters – more than 
the total number of people who voted in last 
year’s local council elections.
 However, the council voted 6-3 last month 
– with Cr Greenway switching sides – to 
ignore the petition and raise rates by 2.2 
per cent rate on all Toodyay properties, 
regardless of land use.
 New Cr Bill Manning said he was “very 
disturbed” by the shire administration’s 

written responses to public submissions.
 These included:

• “It is not difficult to get people to sign up 
for lower rates based on misinformation;

• “This is a hysterical claim which has 
no merit;

• “Signing a petition for lower rates based 
on dubious information and selected 
statements is an easy sell; 

• “These comments are hysterical and 
biased and not supported by the facts.”

 Cr Manning said he had “read the 

submissions very carefully – frankly, I was 
appalled at the shire responses”.
 “To treat them with such low regard and 
respond with denigrating and dismissive 
comments and supercilious throw-away lines 
is quite wrong,’ Cr Manning said..
 “If it’s coming from the person who I think 
it is, then the next agenda item (to join and 
promote WA’s ‘Choose Respect Campaign’) 
explains why it is wrong.
 “Those comments show no respect for the 
people who put in the submissions.”

 President Rayner said the 2.2 per cent 
rates rise equalled the cost of two packets 
of cigarettes and was “manageable”.
 It has prompted the launch of a second 
public petition, this time calling on WA Local 
Government Minister David Templeman to 
veto the rate rise and launch an investigation 
into the Shire of Toodyay.
 Several other written complaints are 
understood also to have been made to the 
Minister, including a call for the entire 
council to be stood down.
Editorial Page 4, more stories page 5. 

Minister intervenes in State plan to 
demolish Duke Street footbridge

STATE Transport Minister Rita Saffioti has 
intervened in last month’s shock decision to 
demolish the Duke Street footbridge over 
WA’s busy standard gauge rail freight link 
that cuts Toodyay in half.
 Toodyay Shire President Brian Rayner 
called it “poor public policy and an abdication 
of responsibility by the State Government”.
 “The shire calls on the Minister to do the 
right thing by the Toodyay community and 
repair or replace the bridge.”
 Ms Saffioti said she was disappointed the 
Public Transport Authority (PTA) had said it 
would demolish the bridge before she could  
respond to a letter from the Shire of Toodyay.
 “My office has contacted the local member 
and we will be gettting in touch with the 
shire to request further information such as 

any engineering assessments that may have 
been undertaken.
 “I note that among the previous Liberal-
National government’s enormous Royalties 
for Regions expenditure, not a cent was put 
towards fixing this bridge.
 “This is despite the former transport 
minister being asked to resolve the situation 
in December 2015.”
 The State Government built the footbridge  
in the 1960s when Toodyay was cut in half 
by the new rail link from Sydney to Perth.
 The PTA closed the bridge for structural 
assessment in May after a local woman was 
injured in a fall on the uneven surface.
 The State agency said the bridge was a 
shire responsibility under WA law and it 
would not pay for repairs or a new bridge.

FIFTEEN local marathon mums took part 
in an extraordinary fund-raising effort of 
extreme physical endurance this month 
to help raise more than $4280 for breast 
cancer support support.
 Several of the group ran a full 42km 
Olympic marathon, starting at 7.30am  
from beyond Bolgart and fnishing in bright 
sunshine at Newcastle Bridge in Toodyay 
at about 12.30pm on Sunday September 2.
 Others ran shorter distances ranging up 
from five kilometres, and were joined on 
the final stretch by children and supporters.
 Onlookers added a further $200 to the 
donations total during the epic run.
 The event was described as a “challenge 
for bodies and minds”, as evident from the 
exhilaration on the faces of the exhausted 
full-marathon runners (pictured left) at the 
end of their five-hour ordeal.
 The marathon mums said they had chosen 
to raise money for Breast Cancer Care 
WA  “because they do such a fantastic job 
providing emotional, financial and practical 
assistance to WA women”.
 “This is a cause close to our hearts and we 
thank you in advance for your generosity 
– it means a lot.
 To make more donations, please visit 
give.everydayhero.com/au/bree-26.

Toodyay Picnic Races
Sunday September 23
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THANK YOU

Many thanks to the volunteers who helped produce this edition of The Toodyay Herald: 
Joseph Fernadez (Legal), Beth and Peter Ruthven, Allan Gregory, Jean Witcombe, 
Colleen Sheehan  and Geoff Ebdon.
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Stirling Hamilton

I SHOULDN’T read and watch so much 
about what’s going on in the world but I 
recently found myself struck by what I 
can only call a heart spew after watching 
the genocide of the Rohingya people 
of Myanmar (formerly Burma) and the 
continued massacre of innocent Arab citizens 
in Yemen and Syria.
 It’s like feeling yourself fit to burst into 
tears over the blatant inhumanity that 
is going on everywhere, every day, and 
struggling to hold down your emotions.
 More than 400,000 Rohingya children now 
live in refugee camps in Bangladesh after 
fleeing genocide in Myanmar.
 Thousands are orphans, and many have 
been coerced into the sprawling sex trade 
after having been greeted in their flight by 
utter poverty and rape.
 My boss has got these two bulls that I watch 
through the window and he’s got a trough of 
grain to fatten them up in a covered trailer 
so the sheep can’t get to it.
 The dominant one I call Eric, as in America, 
and the other one is Oz, as in shnozz because 
Oz always has its nose up Eric’s posterior, 
licking away like there’s no tomorrow and 
frankly, there probably isn’t.
 And then there’s an alpaca I call Al, as in 
Alpacapitalism, who is even fatter than the 
others yet no use to anyone.
 The sheep are all just sitting under a 
tree in the corner of the paddock watching 
MasterChef and wondering what the hell 
meat is.
 It’s as if we’re all in training to be 
sociopaths as we fence ourselves off from 
the pain of other creatures and cultures.
 US human rights activist Martin Luther 
King Jr said “injustice anywhere is a threat 
to justice everywhere. We are caught in an 
inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a 
single garment of destiny. Whatever affects 
one directly, affects all indirectly”.
 US President Donald Trump is just a 
sideshow to occupy the masses while the 
real shit goes down in a myriad of agencies 
working behind the scenes.
 They’ve got Iran in the crosshairs and bad 
times are ahead – remember, sanctions aren’t 
just some ephemeral thing.
 Half a million Iraqi children died from 
sanctions before we went in to destroy their 
infrastructure and fracture their society – the 
intent seems to be to fragment the Middle 
East and essentially the entire world.
 Eric has been busy and got dozens of 
countries suffering from sanctions, which 
means no medicine, no investment and no 
parts for planes or cars, etc..
 Why do you think Cubans are driving 
around in 70-year-old bombs?
 And just look at the basket case Venezuela 
has become due to sanctions because they 
dared to defy Eric’s power.
 Former NATO Supreme Allied Commander 
and retired US four-star Army General 
Wesley Clark dropped into the Pentagon to 

Fenced off
see former US Secretary Donald Rumsfeld 
and former Deputy Secretary Paul Wolfowitz 
and then visited a colleague from the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff who showed him an order 
from on high.
 “Global Warfare: We’re going to take out 
seven countries in five years – Iraq, Syria, 
Lebanon, Libya, Somalia, Sudan and Iran.”
 It is worth noting that six of these seven 
countries (with the exception of Lebanon) are 
now the object of President Trump’s travel 
ban on Muslims entering the US.
 Washington, London and Tel Aviv have 
long preferred the chaos, violence and 
dispersed power of insurgent Muslim 
‘rebels’ to nationalist (usually secular leftist) 
governments in the region.
 These same actors enjoy cozy relations 
with a Saudi regime that ideologically 
motivates and materially funds thousands of 
Sunni militants to oppose Iran and its allies.
 Don’t forget, 15 of the 17 terrorists 
who flew passenger airliners into New 
York’s doomed World Trade Centre on 11 
September 2001 were Saudi nationals.
 US interventions – one after the other in 
Afghanistan, Yugoslavia, Iraq, Syria, North 
Africa and Ukraine – keep their gaze on 
Russia as the ultimate prize, especially after 
nationalist President Vladimir Putin came to 
power in 2000.
 It is Russian independence – not its military 
threat – that Washington considers a major 
obstacle to world dominance.
 The US Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) 
recently released thousands of documents 
detailing how in 1953 it engineered a coup 
in Iran against democratically elected former 
leader Mohammed Mossadegh for daring to 
nationalise that country’s oil industry.
 A similar thing happened two decades 
later in Chile when former leftist president 
Salvador Allende adopted a new policy to  
nationalise Chilean industry.
 With CIA support, the Chilean military 
moved on 11 September 1973 to oust Allende 
in a coup d’état.
 As armed troops surrounded the presidential 
La Moneda Palace, Allende gave his last 
speech vowing not to resign but later that day 
allegedly committed suicide with an assault 
rifle.
 New military leader General Augusto 
Pinochet refused to return authority to a 
civilian government, ending more than 40 
years of democratic government in Chile.
 He suspended Chile’s constitution, 
dissolved congress and embarked on a 
bloody campaign of kidnap, torture and 
murder against thousands of political 
dissidents and Allende supporters.
 Pinochet remained Chile’s military dictator 
until he stepped down in 1990 and died in 
2006 facing hundreds of charges of human 
rights violations.

 “America, if eligible at all to downfall and 
ruin, is eligible within herself, not without.” 
– Walt Whitman (1819-1892) US essayist, 
poet and journalist.
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Bejoording Badger 
is top of the dial

Massed brigades ‘save’ Toodyay from catastrophic inferno

Hundreds of Toodyay homes and businesses were ‘saved’ in a simulated fire and emergency services exercise this month to test brigade readiness if a big fire in adjacent bushland 
threatened to destroy the town. About 120 volunteer fire fighting, emergency, rescue and ambulance crews (pictured above) from the shires of Toodyay, Northam, Quairading, Mundaring 
and Goomalling took part with 40 fire-fighting vehicles. The exercise was led by Toodyay Community Emergency Services Manager Rob Koch. Drone picture: Navigator Photografix.

IevaTomsons
IT’S ODDS on that anyone who has seen the 
late great jazz trumpeter Louis Armstrong 
in his undies will have a good story to tell.
 Bejoording’s Richard Hazlewood has, and 
he’s seen a whole lot more in his 74 years 
of pursuing his passion for a wide variety of 
musical styles.
 “I worked to live – not lived to work,” said 
Richard who signs off correspondence with 
‘happily retired at Badger’s Drift’.
 Although he has been in Bejoording only 
six years, Richard has thrown himself into 
the community which has affectionately 
dubbed him ‘The Badger’.
 Being secretary of the community group 
and chair, treasurer and secretary of the 
local volunteer bush fire brigade is a walk 
in the park for someone who has been an 
IT manager, restaurateur head-hunter and 
inveterate networker.
 The self-confessed music fanatic and 
history buff who hosts Swooners and 
Crooners and Wide World of Folk on local 
radio station 2J2Air was born in Fulham, 
London in 1944.
 Although he was born after The Blitz, his 
family were still shipped to Yorkshire during 
the second evacuation of London.
 Richard recalls being surrounded by all 
kinds of music as he was growing up.
 “My father loved jazz and the great 
songbook singers, and my mother loved 
classical music.
 “I played piano back in those days and still 
play – to keep Alzheimer’s at bay,” quips 
Richard.
 As a child of the ’50s and ’60s, Richard 
listened to everything – blues, pop, country 
and western, gospel, folk and rock.
 “I saw all my heroes when they were 

Local DJ Richard ‘The Badger’ Hazlewood records a show in his Bejoording home studio.

starting out. The most exciting concert was 
The Doors/Jefferson Airplane, both in their 
prime with Joe Cocker as their support act,” 
laughs Richard.
 He’s spent time on a band bus going 
to Wisconsin with legendary rockabilly 
songwriter Carl Perkins who wrote Blue 
Suede Shoes and, as mentioned, he’s seen 
Louis Armstrong in his smalls.
 It was backstage at the Elephant and Castle 
pub in London when he met his all-time hero 
who was sitting around “in his boxer shorts 
with Vaseline smeared on his lips ready to 
go on stage”.
 “It was only a few minutes with Satchmo, 
but it has stayed with me for a lifetime.”
 Between chasing musicians around the 
country and collecting autographs and 
performance paraphernalia, Richard managed 
to get a degree in business computing from 
London University in the early ’60s when 
computing was in its infancy.
 “The computer room was about 10 meters 
by 12 and we worked with punch cards and 
magnetic tape,” he laughs.
 “An upgrade from 8k to 12k was an 
occasion to the crack the champers.”
 In 1972 Richard migrated to Australia, first 
to Sydney where he stayed for 18 months, 
then Perth and on to Victoria in 1976 where 
he became state manager of an IT company.
 “In 1978 I had my first mid-life crisis and 
opened a restaurant in old Williamstown in 
Melbourne where we had live acoustic music 
every night.”
 For the next three years Richard fronted 
the restaurant and every Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday night dashed over to Fitzroy 
Football Club to run a disco into the early 
hours.
 By 1981 it was time to get back to 
“some real work” and Richard embarked 

on what turned out to be 30 years in 
executive recruitment, career management 
and redundancy counselling.
 In the 10 years before retiring in 2011, he 
ran his own executive recruitment company 
specialising in headhunting scientists and 
academics.
 “Everything I do is about communicating; 
it’s about creating a win-win for a successful 
pairing. Even my radio shows have to be fun 
for me and informative for the listeners.”
 Richard’s extensive network was drawn 
on in 1999 by the State Librarian Dr Lyn 
Allen who co-opted him to help raise funds 
to preserve WA’s visual and aural history.
 A highlight  of  Richard’s 17-year 
involvement with the State Library 
Custodians was helping to raise $1.4m to 
acquire the Freycinet Collection which 
documents early French exploration of the 

WA coast and is now seen as a national 
treasure.
 Richard was awarded a Fellowship of the 
State Library in 2015 to honour his service.
 After music, history is Richard’s second 
love and he enjoys giving talks to high 
school students, University of the Third Age 
participants and historical societies.
 As ‘The Badger’, he writes two monthly 
columns for The Herald and presents two 
weekly 2J2Air radio shows based on his 
extensive collection of music, which he 
records in his home studio.
 So why has a Renaissance Man such 
as Richard settled in a small Wheatbelt 
community like Bejoording?
 “I’ve never met a community like it. 
Everyone is very close, there are no cliques 
and if something breaks down, someone will 
come and help me fix it. I love it.”
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LETTERS

The Toodyay Herald invites you to have 
your say in our letters page. Please 
email us at news@toodyayherald.com.au 
with your full name, address and phone 
number. Letters that are short, sharp and 
to the point about topical local issues are 
preferred. The Herald reserves the right 
to edit letters for length, grammar and 
punctuation.

The way we were – Local Ballardong labourers at Culham in 1905. Toodyay’s first European settlers soon came to depend on Ballardong 
people as shepherds, fencers, farmhands and trackers. By 1891 more than half of Toodyay’s indigenous population was listed as working 
on farms and were often paid low wages or in food rations, blankets or clothing. A requirement to pay equal wages to indigenous workers 
was not established until 1965. Photo and text from Connor’s Mill display in Stirling Terrace. Original picture: Battye Library. 

Mighty Marilyn in driver’s seat
THANK you to the big orange bus drivers 
of Toodyay for ensuring the children of our 
community make it to school safe and sound 
– day in and day out.
 An extended appreciation goes to Marilyn 
Bowden who has been driving the school buses 
for 30 or more years and has become a vital part 
of the community.
 From making sure each child that boards 
her bus and gets to and from school safely to 
learning each passenger’s name with every new 
year, and furthermore, remembering them as 
they grow and mature within our community.
 Thirty-three years and still going strong.
 Marilyn’s hard work and dedication has not 
gone unnoticed.
 Thank you, and well done.

Meagan Oprey
Toodyay

TO PARENTS within the River Hills Estate, 
Nunile.
 Recently while planting trees with Dad on 
his block in the River Hills Estate, we made a 
disturbing discovery.
 Our three-year-old daughter was exploring 
as kids do and easily opened the cover to 
the stormwater drain and was peering inside. 
Thankfully I was close to her.
 Many of the blocks  have two drains which 
are not secure and no internal grate is fitted.
 The deep drains are easily accessible and 
large enough for a small child to fall into.
 I wrote to and visited the shire and have been 
assured this issue is being followed up urgently 
with the developer to repair.
 In the meantime, I want to make sure all 
residents are aware of the situation so those 
with small children can cover the grates 
temporarily. I’m hopeful this issue will be 
resolved quickly.
 As at August 26, it seems that the drains to 

Toodyay vet is tops
A BIG bouquet to our local Toodyay 
(Heartlands) Veterinary Hospital.
 As a regular customer and with having a 
range of animals that require occasional check-
ups or specific attention over several years, I 
cannot find fault.
 While all our interactions have been positive, 
I’d particularly like to thank Heather for the 
amazing and super caring home service she 
gave recently when we had to have our 19-year-
old cat euthanised.
 Thank you.
 It is great to have this kind of quality and 
caring service here in Toods.

Helen Shanks
Toodyay

We suffered drought too
I FEEL very sorry for the farmers in Queensland 
and NSW who are experiencing a very bad 
drought.
 In all my 86 years, Toodyay has always had 
a winter.
 The driest year I remember was 1969 when 
we had a semi-drought.
 The early crops survived but we had very 
little grass.
 The winter started early, then the rain stopped 
for a long time.
 The ground got too cold with white frosts and 
the grass could not grow until September.
 Some farmers were going out in the Julimar 
State Forest and cutting the tops out of the 
blackboy trees to feed their stock.
 The rushes were quite bitter but the centre of 
the top is very sweet – you can eat it yourself 
if you are lost in the bush.
 I had 30 cows and over 1000 sheep and fed 
my stock on Bamboo shoots and canes and was 
lucky to have lots of Jam and Wattle trees on 
my farm.
 The sheep love the seeds and leaves from the 
Jam and Wattle trees and the cows kept in full 
milk, with lots of cream in it, from the bamboo 
which they loved eating.
 The day might come when we might have 
a drought again so farmers should plant some 
Bamboos, Wattle, Jam and some Tagasaste 
trees.
 Clover is also good as it seeds on top of the 
ground and just under the surface of the soil 
and sheep will dig it up.

Ron Waters
Toodyay

the front of the blocks have been secured by 
the shire.
 Many thanks to the shire employees who have 
organised this.
 The rear drains are still unsecured for now.

N Kielbasa
Coondle

Helen Shanks

MORE than a dozen people met early last 
month to have a yarn about things that matter 
in Toodyay.
 Local Noongar leader Robert Miles called 
the meeting to discuss several areas of 
interest, including the Shire’s proposal for 
a Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP) and to 
kick start a local Aboriginal corporation in 
Toodyay.
 Meeting co-planner Helen Shanks gave an 
update about the land, heritage and future 
planning within the Noongar Native Title 
Settlement.
 In 2016 the State Government and the 
South West Aboriginal Land and Sea 

Council finalised an historic agreement with 
the Noongar people across six Aboriginal 
regions (country) in south west of WA; one of 
these is Ballardong country which includes 
the town of Toodyay.
 The group yarned about the need to have a 
representative Aboriginal community group 
in Toodyay.
  A clear action from this is to revisit the 
inactive Noongar Kaakning Aboriginal 
Corporation (NKAC).
 Robert Miles and Karl Walsh will make 
arrangements to call an AGM this month.
 It is expected that the flow-on effect from 
this will be a number of exciting actions 
and initiatives with Aboriginal people of the 
Toodyay area.

 I t  was  dec ided  t ha t  Abor ig ina l 
representatives engage with the shire in the 
RAP process once the NKAC is operational.
 All agreed that in the interim the shire 
should continue with positive actions such 
as ‘welcome to country’ at special events; 
acknowledging important Aboriginal dates 
and moving towards raising an Aboriginal 
flag at the council offices.
 Meeting chair Robert Miles thanked Helen 
Shanks for the background papers and 
meeting planning, and Di Granger was also 
thanked for providing facilitation assistance 
on the day.
 If local Aboriginal people would like to 
find out more about the NKAC AGM, please  
contact Robert Miles on 0487 283 732.

Local Noongars prepare for positive action in Toodyay

I READ with interest an opinion article, 
“Council model fails to deliver”, by Laurie 
Taylor in The West Australian, August 8, 
portraying the concept of the “corporatisation 
of local government” titled, “Council model 
fails to deliver”.
 Mr Taylor was a councillor and mayor for 
12 years at the City of Nedlands and holds a 
business master degree.
 In his article, Mr Taylor used the analogy 
of local government, as “a company with a 
board (elected councillors), chair (president), 
and executive (CEO and other), responsible to 
shareholders (the community – ratepayers)”.
 He writes “in corporations, the boards 
usually comprise highly regarded, qualified 
and experienced individuals.
 “This provides assurance to shareholders, 
that the board will provide guidance to the 
executive on the running of the company.”
 However, he notes, “the board must have 
more extensive and fundamental experience 
than those they are overseeing”, otherwise 
the executive has the ability to misguide and 
misdirect the board and potentially not act in 
the best interest of the shareholders but their 
own.
 Mr Taylor asserts, “one of the central 
weaknesses in local governments, is that 
the individuals who become presidents and 
councillors, sometimes do not have the 
business skill sets or business experience to 
oversee the financial and other capacity of 
the councils to which they are elected”.
 It is unfortunate the many councillors 
(particularly newly elected) are being 
mentored, advised and manipulated by the 
executives they should be overseeing.

 Mr Taylor also notes “it appears these 
highly rewarded executives relish unlimited 
income by increasing rates and levies instead 
of driving efficiencies, pushing down costs, 
perks and salaries”.
 In his observations, many local government 
executives are “myopically focused on 
increasing their budgets and staff as this 
invariably affects their remuneration”.
 He states, “Councils are powerless to 
stop it and ratepayers do not know what is 
transpiring as there is no disclosure”.
 We are very fortunate in our council to have 
people of varying skills and backgrounds 
who want to make a difference  and are 
prepared to take the difficult, tedious and 
consuming time to service the community.
 The Toodyay community has been made 
aware of a lack of increasing services despite 
huge rate increases over the past few years.
 The Toodyay Council is very aware of this 
phenomenon and has the power to act in the 
interests of the ratepayers. 
 The council also has some very skilled, 
business-minded councillors who have 
shown researched alternatives that would 
definitely work but it appears they are 
blocked in their endeavours.
 Toodyay needs a system where management 
is rewarded for delivering cost-efficient 
quality services rather than delivering huge 
increased costs.
 It would be helpful if the community felt  
councillors were working together, rather 
than  having the perception that council is 
manipulated by the executive.

Susan Pearce
Hoddys Well

Who’s running the show?

Drain danger

A gathering storm
IT’S CLEAR that the election of three new 
Toodyay shire councillors has created a 
powerful new dynamic in council affairs.
 Within a few months, they have lifted 
the level of public scrutiny and council 
debate to a new level and challenged the 
long-standing orthodoxy that councillors 
act basically as rubber stamps for local 
government bureaucrats.
 This is particularly true in the area 
of financial management, where the 
professional business expertise of the three 
newcomers has exposed alleged budget 
shortcomings that most other councillors 
either don’t seem to think exist or don’t 
regard as important.
 This new scrutiny of the shire’s internal 
workings has been met with predictable 
resistance and – at times – sneering 
condescension.
 We saw this earlier in the year when 
another new councillor quit in disgust 
after receiving an abusive email from a 
senior shire employee for questioning why 
important information was being withheld.
 That approach was repeated last month 
when the word “hysterical” was used 
officially to describe public responses to 
the shire’s latest 2.2 per cent rate rise.
 New Cr Bill Manning described it as 
an appalling use of “denigrating and 
dismissive” language and “supercilious 
throw-away lines” that demonstrated a 
“low regard” for ratepayers.
 Cr Manning is a former WA Government 
commercial lawyer who helped draft and 
scrutinise important State Agreements 
worth billions of dollars.
 He appears to operate in a principled way 
that is calm, thorough and fair, and shows 
that he takes the time to carefully examine 
everything that comes before the council.
 The same cannot be said of some of 
the other longer-serving councillors who 
seem to arrive at council meetings without 
having read or understood documents on 
which they are required to make decisions.
 This is not helped by an administration 
that drowns them in hundreds of pages of 
official paperwork, much of it written in 
bureaucratic jargon, acronyms and quasi-
legal language that most ordinary citizens 
would find utterly incomprehensible.
 While most in the council chamber seem 
to think this is normal, the new councillors 
clearly don’t.
 If last month’s 2000-strong rates petition 
and packed public gallery are any guide, the 
remaining councillors will need to reassess 
their positions or face annihilation at next 
year’s shire polls.
 The community has had enough.

Michael Sinclair-Jones
Editor
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THE TOODYAY Shire Council has yet to 
explain to ratepayers why it needs to raise 
rates by 2.2 per cent after being told by staff 
in June that no increase was needed.
 This year’s rates rise is more than double 
the increase in Perth’s cost of living and 
follows last year’s council decision to raise 
rates by 50 per cent for hundreds of rural 
residential property owners.
 A fully costed recommendation by Shire 
CEO Stan Scott not to raise this year’s rates  
was presented to councillors at their June 
meeting.
 It included provision for a new swimming 
pool and other projects in the shire’s yet-to-
be-finalised Draft Strategic Community Plan, 
and covered other anticipated running costs 
such as water, sewerage, electricity and gas.
 The recommendation for no increase 
was moved by new Cr Bill Manning and 
seconded by fellow new Cr Craig Brook but 
was voted down 5-2, with Shire President 
Rayner on approved leave overseas and Cr 
Greenway absent for personal reasons.
 Councillors voted instead for Mr Scott’s 
fully costed alternative recommendation to 
raise rates by 0.9 per cent – the same as Perth 
inflation over the past year.
 This was carried 4-3 with Shire Deputy 
President Therese Chitty, audit committee 
chair Rob Welburn and Crs Judy Dow and 
Eric Twine in favour, and Crs Manning, 
Brook and Ben Bell against.
 Cr Dow said she had “been through the 
figures quite thoroughly and I am confident 
we can come in at 0.9 per cent”.
 However, the decision lacked a required 
absolute majority of five of the council’s nine 
members and was declared invalid.
 With President Rayner back in the chair 
in July and all councillors present, Mr Scott 
recommended two more fully costed rate 
increases – the 0.9 per cent carried over from 
June and a new one for 2.2 per cent.
 The June amount was not debated because 
the new figure of 2.2 per cent took precedence 
in the meeting agenda and was passed 5-4 
after Crs Chitty, Welburn, Dow and Twine 
joined President Rayner to abandon their 
support for 0.9 per cent a month earlier.
 No supporting documents were presented 
to support the higher increase and there was 
nothing in the agenda or minutes to explain 
why it was necessary.
 Cr Welburn said higher rates were needed to 
boost shire reserves for long-term planning.
  “The 2.2 per cent rate increase is the only 
figure that is workable,” he said.
 “These are small increases and if we don’t 
do it now, we will have to in future.”
 The new rate (actually 3.4 per cent for 900 

rural residential ratepayers) was advertised 
for public comment and resulted in nine 
submissions and a 2000-signature petition 
calling on councillors to reinstate the June 
figure of 0.9 per cent or less.
 The CEO presented the council’s August 
meeting with a new ‘draft long term financial 
plan’, which Crs Chitty and Welburn said 
justified the 2.2 per cent rate rise.
 “It was a light bulb moment for me after 
the original rates vote,” Cr Chitty said.
 “We need 2.2 per cent to achieve long-term 
benefits and provide long-term security for 
ratepayers.”
 Cr Manning – a former State Government 
commercial lawyer – questioned how 
councillors could adopt a new long-term 
financial plan when they had yet to finalise 
an overall strategic community plan for the 
next 10 years.

Shire President Brian Rayner: 
“Rate rise equals cost of two 
packets of cigarettes.” (Page 1).

Shire Deputy President 
Therese Chitty: “It was a   
light bulb moment for me.”

Shire Audit Committee Chair 
Rob Welburn: “We need to 
boost shire reserves.”

Cr Judy Dow: “I am confident 
we can come in at 0.9 per cent 
cent” – then voted for 2.2.

Cr Eric Twine: supported 0.9 
per cent rate rise in June, then 
voted last month for 2.2.

Cr Paula Greenway: opposed  
2.2 per cent rate rise in July, 
then voted for it last month.

The six Toodyay shire councillors who ignored a rates petition signed by 2000 electors

‘Budget a mess, facing ratepayer mutiny’
 He said the council needed to adopt a new 
asset management plan and a workforce 
management plan before it could know how 
much money was needed.
  “Why on earth are we looking at a long-
term financial management plan now when 
we haven’t yet done a full strategic review 
or finalised a strategic community plan?” he 
said.
 “Shouldn’t we have all these documents 
in place first before agreeing to a long-term 
financial management plan?”
 “Without those documents, I am at a loss to 
understand why we are looking at this now 
when the other plans have yet to be adopted.
 “The only reason I can see for pushing this 
through is to justify the budget.
 “The document we have in front of us is 
not a long-term financial plan at all – it’s just 
a schedule of costs.

 “The community is completely confused 
as to what’s going on, and so am I.
 “This is why we are in such a mess with the 
budget and facing a mutiny from ratepayers.
 “I came into this budget process halfway 
through and it’s been an eye-opener.
 “It has not been handled well, we don’t 
have all the documents in place and there 
are conflicting figures.
 “It is remarkable that we can have a zero 
per cent rate increase in June and then a 
month later it is 2.2 per cent.
 “I am still at a loss to understand where the 
2.2 per cent came from – it seems to have 
been plucked out of the air.
 “You can increase revenue or you can cut 
costs and I don’t think there has been a hard 
enough effort by this administration to cut 
costs,” Cr Manning said.
 President Rayner ended the debate by 
saying he was concerned at a lack of 
information but believed there was enough 
for a long-term financial plan to project what 
rates needed to be generated.
 A motion to endorse the 10-year long-term 
financial plan was moved by Cr Welburn, 
seconded by Cr Dow.
 It was passed 6-3, with Crs Manning, 
Brook and Bell asking that  their dissenting 
votes be recorded.

THREE TOODYAY shire councillors have 
opposed a council decision to end any 
further inquiry into the loss of more than 
half a million dollars of ratepayers’ money 
on failed legal action against former shire 
CEO Graham Merrick and a former shire 
president.
 Shire auditor Moore Stephens reported in 
June that it had examined 36 invoices for 
$548,000 in legal costs for the four-year case 
which ended last year in a secret settlement 
that left only the shire out of pocket.
 Both defendants’ costs were paid by local 
government insurance and the case ended 
with no admission of liability by any party.
 The council voted for an “independent” 
audit after figures released last year under 
State Freedom of Information law showed  
the cost could have been $571,000, an 
amount former shire president David Dow 
refused to confirm or discuss publicly.
 Use of the shire’s regular annual auditors 
to conduct the “independent” audit of legal 
costs prompted strong public criticism, as 
did  CEO Stan Scott’s decision to appoint the 
auditor himself and set the terms of reference 
instead of it being done independently by the 
shire’s eight-member audit committee.
 The report covered only an examination 
of invoices, not whether the shire obtained 
necessary statutory approval before 
commencing its legal action in 2014.
 Moore Stephens said its contract with the 
shire for the agreed audit procedures “do not 
constitute a reasonable or limited assurance 
engagement, in accordance with Auditing 
and Assurance Standards Board (AUASB) 
standards”.
 “We do not express an assurance opinion 
on the financial information of the fund,” the 
company said.
 “Had we performed additional procedures 
or had we performed an audit or review of 
the financial information in accordance with 
AUASB standards, other matters might have 
come to our attention that could have been 
reported to you.”
 “In particular, we do not imply or should it 
be construed that we have done any formal 
audit of the financial information provided.”
 Mr Scott’s recommendation to accept the 
report and “accept the view of the audit 
committee that this matter is now concluded” 
was moved by Cr Welburn, seconded by Cr 
Judy Dow and carried 6-3 (Crs Bill Manning, 
Craig Brook and Ben Bell against).
 It is understood that the audit committee’s  

published view “that the matter is now 
concluded” was not a unanimous decision.

Merrick legal cost audit leaves 
questions unanswered
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THE SHIRE of Toodyay has been asked to act on 
traffic safety concerns after a rubbish truck towing 
an unregistered trailer crashed at high speed on 
Salt Valley Road last month, spilling tonnes of 
waste onto the ground.
 The trucking company sent a second prime 
mover to rescue the damaged trailer but it too 
was found by police to be unregistered and ruled 
unroadworthy.
 The crash occurred when the fully-laden rubbish 
truck took a bend too fast while heading to a local 
landfill site.
 The heavy truck skidded out of control for more 
than 100 metres before crashing onto its side in 
the middle of the road.
 The driver was unhurt.
 The crash also damaged the road surface and 
left deep gouges in the bitumen.
 A bobcat was called to scoop up tonnes of 
rubbish from the roadside and a crane was needed 
to hoist the damaged prime mover and trailer back 
onto their wheels.
 “The truck was travelling within the 110km/h 
limit but we believe speed was a contributing 
factor,” Toodyay police chief Sgt Warren Conder 
said.
 “We have asked the Shire of Toodyay to assess 
local speed limits because of the high number of 
truck crashes in the area.
 “This follows numerous complaints by local 

Another truck roll-over sets alarm bells ringing
Police Beat
With Sgt Warren Conder

Toodyay Police Station

community members about trucks using these 
back roads.
 “It’s only a matter of time before someone is 
killed or seriously injured.
 “We didn’t know until the crane arrived to 
lift the truck whether someone was dead or 
unconscious underneath.
 “And what if another vehicle was coming the 
other way when the truck driver lost control?”
 Police photographs show that the damaged 
trailer also had two bald tyres.
 “State transport inspectors were called 
to the scene and are aware that cut-price 
trucking companies are putting lives at risk with 
unroadworthy vehicles and unsafe driving,” Sgt 
Conder said.
 Shire Deputy President Therese Chitty said 
the shire had spoken previously to Main Roads 
WA about safety on the Salt Valley Road-Fernie 
Road truck route, and a shire site meeting with 
the agency would be held early this month.

Sheep rustlers active

AN INCREASE in livestock thefts has prompted a 
police blitz on consignment notes to check carriers 
for stolen animals.
 “We had a recent call from a local farmer to 
report 20 sheep stolen,” Sgt Conder said.
 “Most thefts occur at night using small trucks 
or vehicles with trailers.
 “Thieves often use portable fencing to herd 
sheep for loading onto a vehicle before leaving 
the area.
 “Stolen animals usually end up in illegal 

abattoirs where the meat is on-sold.
 “Last year we found an illegal abattoir in Nunile 
equipped with a large fridge, slaughter bench and 
meat saws.”
 Sgt Conder said all livestock carriers were 
required by law to carry consignment notes to 
show that their loads were legal.
 “We actively stop all types of livestock carriers 
– from utes to semi-trailers – to check livestock 
consignment notes, examine ear tags and conduct 
head counts to ensure no animals are stolen.
 “Farmers can also help by ensuring all paddock 
gates are securely locked and installing security 
cameras.”

More meth drivers busted
TOODYAY police are concerned that more local 
motorists are driving under the influence of 
methamphetamines.
 “We recently stopped four motorists in two 
weeks and charged them with driving under the 
influence of drugs,” Sgt Conder said.
 “We also seized small amounts of drugs and 
pipes.”
 US studies show typical driving behaviours for 
motorists affected by methamphetamines include 
drifting between lanes or off roads, erratic driving, 
weaving, speeding and high-speed crashes.
 Drivers display rapid or confused speech, a 
rapid pulse, agitation, paranoia, dilated pupils 
and a violent or aggressive attitude.
 Sgt Conder said most methamphetamines 
arrived in Australia by sea or air from China, 
although some seized drugs were suspected to 
be home-baked.

 “We find it in places such as vehicle light 
sockets, air vents, gearstick knobs and magnetic 
key holders concealed under cars – we know 
where to look,” Sgt Conder said.
 “If local community members have any 
information about illegal drugs, we urge them 
to contact police before someone – perhaps an 
innocent child or adult – is killed by drug driving.

Wall to Wall – and back
SGT CONDER will again join a convoy of WA 
police colleagues on this year’s annual Wall to 
Wall marathon motorcycle charity ride to raise 
funds for Police Legacy – only this time he will 
ride his Yamaha 1100 Classic all the way back 
as well.
 “I’ve managed to raise about $3500 for the 
2018 ride, and about $18,000 over the years,” Sgt 
Conder said.
 “However, this year’s ride – which starts in 
Perth on September 9 and ends the following 
Saturday with a ceremony at the police national 
memorial in Canberra – will probably be my last.
 “I’ll be joined by Northam police Sgt Andrew 
Toop from Coondle, who also raised more than 
$3500, and he will also ride back with me.”
 The police charity convoy will pass through 
Toodyay and pay special tribute to the memory 
of First Class Const. Den Green, who was killed 
in a motorcycle crash on Julimar Road while on 
a training exercise last December.
 Sgt Conder said he wanted to especially thank 
the Toodyay Race Club, Toodyay Op Shop and 
Toodyay Lions, and all other donors for their 
generous support.
 Donations can be made to policelegacywa.org.
au or at Toodyay police station in StirlingTerrace.

Speed and bald tyres – again.

Local police say scenes like this are becoming all too common in Toodyay.

Sgt Conder (left) and Sgt Toop (right) with  
a donation to Police Legacy presented by 
Toodyay Race Club President John Prater.

More meth drivers busted

Wall to Wall − and back

Sheep rustlers active
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EMERGENCY SERVICES

Voluntary Bush Fire Brigade
Bakers Hill

THE 26,000 or so members of the state’s 
Volunteer Bush Fire Service (VFBF) are 
simply amazing.
 Not only do most of them give up hundreds 
of hours of their time to donate their diverse 
skills and knowledge to the protection of 
others, but there are some who have done it 
all their adult life.
 Take Alan Brockman, John Chitty and 
Gordon Ashman for example.

From left: Life members Alan Brockman, John Chitty and Gordon Ashman. Photo: Bakers 
Hill VFBF.

Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade 
Bejoording
From the desk of The Badger

I GUESS it’s a good thing to be able to say 
nothing to report, at least on the fire front.
 The month following our AGM allowed 
us to take stock of facilities at the shed and 
implement some upgrades to the kitchen 
infrastructure, so essential for our shared 
community activities with the Bejoording 
Community Group.
 Kitchen cupboards, work surfaces, sinks 

Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade 
Coondle-Nunile
Max J Heath

WELL hello from Coondle-Nunile Volunteer 
Bush Fire Brigade. What a year we are 
having.
 The rains and some sunny days are making 
the grass grow and this is only going to 
increase as the warmer weather comes.
 Therefore, one had better prepare for good 
protection around your property.
 It has been an interesting month at 
Coondle-Nunile.
 At our last meeting it was decided to donate 
some funds to the drought appeal through 
the Coles effort and thereby doubling the 
donation.
 The training for this month was a simple 
quiz on the lockers on the trucks with ‘a what 
is in there and what is it used for?’.
 It’s a good exercise for this time of year 
with the fire season just around the corner.
 There have been a couple of call-outs but 
we were stood down.
 It really seems to have been a good year 
for winter call-outs.

100 years of voluntary service
 Recently, as so many of WA’s 570-plus 
brigades do every year, the invaluable 
team at the Bakers Hill took a moment to 
acknowledge these gentlemen with Life 
Membership for all they have contributed 
for what is collectively more than 100 years.
 The brigade also presented a number of 
other invaluable members with five and 10-
year service medals during the ceremony.
 A big thanks to Shire of Northam Cr Attila 
Mencshelyi for attending and supporting the 
incredible work of our amazing women and 
men.

etc. which were originally installed on a very 
tight budget 20 years ago were all showing 
signs of serious wear and tear and no longer 
fit for purpose.
 Monies raised at social events by the 
brigade members and the community group 
allowed us to commission the construction 
of a new kitchen which will be installed this 
month.
 Our next target is to raise funds for the 
replacement of tables and chairs, all similarly 
old and well worn.
 All that I have said is simply a demonstration 
of the importance of community and 
friendships in any volunteering organisation.
 It’s the glue that keeps a team together and 
effective.

Bejoording rennos leave The Block in the shade
 The Bejoording Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade asks you to be vigilant and careful 
lighting any fire, even in your backyard.
 Remember to always plan and prepare for 
fire and have a clear contingency strategy in 
place should things get out of control.
 Fires can be a catastrophic risk to people, 
animals and property, so take care.
 Advice is free but getting it wrong can be 
expensive.
 If you have any questions remember you 
can contact the captain Barry Grey on 9574 
2149, or The Badger on 9574 4834.
 Please leave a message if we’re not there.
 Our next regular meeting is at 5.45pm, at 
the shed, on Friday September 21.

Heavy rain means time to think 
about fire protection

 The next training in September will be with 
Fire and Rescue and other brigades doing 
vehicle rescue and some first aid etc..
 As bushfire personnel we don’t get 
involved much with vehicle rescue but one 
never knows when one will be needed to help 
and therefore any experience is handy.
 Anyway, that is about all from us for now.
 Please start thinking about the coming fire 
season.

Coondle-Nunile volunteers relax at their Christmas in July celebration.
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EMERGENCY SERVICES

Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade 
Morangup
Sue Maddrell

ANOTHER month has gone by with lots of 
rain and thankfully no call outs.
 The fire season is fast approaching and with 
temperatures climbing to 24-25C in the later 
part of August, it won’t be long before we 
see the pasture and bushland drying off.
 Even though the month has been quiet for 
fires some members of the brigade along with 
SES and volunteer ambulance officers have 
been very busy.
 Together they have laid 500 tonnes of 
asphalt around the ambulance depot, fire 
station and all the way up the driveway to 
the road.
 All three agencies shared the cost of the 
asphalt.
 It was a big job completed entirely with the 
use of volunteer labour.
 A big thank you must go to all involved.
 The brigade had the use of Valdis’s and 
Jeff’s bobcats with Valdis spreading the 
asphalt and overseeing the entire operation.
 Steve, Pete, Mick (The Brick) and Kim 
assisted in doing some of the shovel work.
 Thank you to Mayday Earthmoving for the 

Locals pull together to lay 500 
tonnes of asphalt

donation of a roller and to Stan for operating 
it while on holidays.
 We now need warmer weather to tie it all 
together and harden off the asphalt.
 Our brigade meeting last month had a great 
turnout followed by a barbecue.
 For those thinking of joining, the brigade 
meets on the third Saturday of the month at 
5.30pm followed by a BYO meat and salad 
barbecue.

Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Julimar
Wade Robson

OVER the years we’ve all read articles from 
our local community and volunteer groups 
describing the selfless and rewarding activities 
they conduct for the benefit of us all, their social 
outings, the happy times, the camaraderie they 
experience and their advice for how to remain 
safe in your day-to-day life.
 There is nothing more satisfying than the 
camaraderie that is gained by being a part of 
one of these groups; without a doubt, we are a 
family.
 This month, we would like to acknowledge 
the helicopter pilot and firefighter who recently 
lost their lives in NSW, reflect upon the dangers 
of fighting fires and remember our members 
who have passed away or taken ill.
 Every community group, everywhere, will 
have similar experiences.
 We are thinking of, and saluting, the members 
of your past and present family.
 In recent times our family out at Julimar has 
been reminded about the need to remember and 
support current and former members.
 Over the years we have said goodbye to 
highly respected members such as John 
Campbell, Gary Holland and very recently, 
Helen Smith, as well as supporting those who 
have lost their loved ones, Nalini, Rocket, Wes, 
Jeanette and others; our thoughts and support 

Comrades gain satisfaction 
in being part of a family

are still with you all.
 Some of our current and former members 
have also had their battles to fight health-wise.
 Some have already beaten them, and some 
are still fighting. Rod, Shirl, Rhonda, Warren, 
Andrew, Phil, Alan, Josh, Anne, John, Alison, 
Charlie, Bettina, Sue, Geoff, Ulf, Jules, 
Christine and so many others, have all had their 
ailments along the way.
 As we all grow older we have to attend 
more funerals than weddings and send more 
sympathy cards than birthday cards; however 
that is the price of meeting and knowing all of 
these good people and one thing we’ve learnt 
over the years is that good people attract good 
people.
 As we look at the ageing membership of 
Julimar, we think about the cards that are going 
to be required in coming years.
 However, we are not thinking about the 
sadness that this will bring. Instead we’re 
thinking of the current memories that are being 
made and the camaraderie that comes from 
knowing and working with these good people 
now.
 These are the people that give so much to 
their community, so giving back to them in 
their own time of need will be sad, but also 
extremely rewarding.
 Our family gathers at the Julimar Fire Shed 
every Friday night at 6pm, so if you would 
like to meet them for a chat, please drop in. 
Everyone is welcome.

LOCAL councils and community 
organisations have been invited to 
apply for Federal Government grants 
of up to $1million to fund projects that 
address crime and anti-social behaviour, 
while increasing community safety and 
inclusion.
 Applications for the infrastructure 
stream and those under the early 
intervention stream close on Tuesday 
September 25.
 For information on how to apply 
for Safer Communities Funding go to 
business.gov.au/.

Funds to fight crime

It was a big job for Morangup volunteers to asphalt the entire emergency services complex.
Photo: Peter Harms

Anne Kidd and Gary Holland – Julimar recognises stalwart volunteers’ years of service by 
naming brigade trucks after them.

https://www.business.gov.au/search?q=Safer+Communities+Fund+Round+3
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Shire budget jigsaw suggests $2.3 million hole

RSL Toodyay Sub Branch
Bruce Guthrie

RSL TOODYAY Sub Branch has continued 
this past month with activities to do with our 
new headquarters building in Clinton Street.
 This has included briefing our appointed 
designer who is preparing an agreed design 
both internally and externally for vehicle 
access, car parking, barbeque area and 
landscaping concepts.
 Members travelled to support the organisers 
of the Dowerin Machinery Field Day with 
multiple tasks required to support the 22,000 
or so patrons who visited; two big and tiring 
days but well worthwhile.
 We express condolences to the family and 
friends on the passing this month of former 
president Alan Stubbs and associate member 
Trevor Rowles. Rest in Peace gentlemen.
 Your RSL is committed to the Toodyay 
Adopt-a-Spot program and we are seeking 
volunteers to assist.
 Please contact secretary Max on 9574 2102 

RSL needs new despatch rider

Bruce Prior (left) and John Adams help commemorate Vietnam Veterans Day.

I DO ENJOY a good puzzle.
 I can probably trace this interest back to 
the 1980s when as a teenager I bought my 
first Rubik’s cube.
 Many days, even weeks, were spent 
twisting and spinning the coloured squares in 
various combinations with one ultimate goal 
in mind, that of solving this often frustrating 
puzzle.
 More recently, it is jigsaws that have 
captured my interest.
 The enjoyment for me comes from 
upending an entire box of jigsaw pieces 
and seeing hundreds, if not thousands of 
individual, oddly shaped pieces spill across 
the dining room table and the knowledge that 
all these pieces will somehow fit together to 
make a single image.
 The way I approach jigsaw puzzles is 
probably similar to that strategy adopted by 
many other people in that I start with what 
I consider to be the easier pieces – corners 
and edges – and work inwards from there.
 As a councillor, I approach the review 
of the Shire of Toodyay’s annual budget 
in much of a similar way given the large 
number of individual pieces (in this case, cost 
items) that need to fit smoothly together in 
order to form a single, coherent and balanced 
budget.
 I start first with what many may consider 
the easiest piece of the budget – the shire’s 
annual wages bill.
 I say it is the easiest part because 
according to information provided by the 
WA Department of Local Government, the 
number of people employed by the Shire of 
Toodyay has not changed materially over the 
past four or five years.
 By my reckoning, that should mean 
therefore that the shire’s wages bill should 
also not change much from year to year.
 I accept that there may be modest increases 
each year due to staff pay rises and the like, 
but the overall figures shouldn’t change that 
much, yes?
 To my surprise though, what I found, was 

that despite the overall number of shire 
employees being relatively stable since at 
least 2014, the amount of money allocated 
in the shire budget to employee costs has 
ballooned over the same period to a point 
that these payments now consume around 
70 per cent of the entire revenue the shire 
raises each year through rates.
 Four years ago, the shire’s total wages bill 
for its staff was $2.9 million.
 Fast forward to today and the shire’s latest 
budget indicates that it will pay out more 
than $4.5 million in staff wages and other 
employee costs this year, meaning that the 
wages bill has increased by more than 50 per 
cent over past four years alone.
 If you stop and think about that for a 
moment, these figures appear to suggest that 
shire employees have received a 12 per cent 
pay rise every year since 2014.
 Cleary this is not the case at all.
 The reality is that shire personnel have seen 
their pay packets rise by around only three 
per cent a year. 
 I continue to support this level of pay rises 
for shire staff and do not have any issues with 
it.
 It does however raise an important question.
 If shire employees are seeing their pay 
packets rise by only three per cent a year, 
why does the shire budget show that the 
wages bill is growing at around 12 per cent 
a year?
 Where is the extra money going?
 My calculations suggest that the gap 
between what the shire will pay its employees 
this year in wages and other benefits such 
as superannuation, leave payments and 
allowances for staff meetings and training, 
and the amount stated in the actual budget 
– the amount requested by the CEO and 
subsequently approved by council last month 
– is at least $600,000.
 In other words, there is more than $600,000 
in this year’s shire budget that appears to be 
unaccounted for at present.
 Now that is a lot of money in anyone’s 
language.
 What is equally concerning is that the 
shire’s long-term financial plan, which 
the council approved last month, suggests 

also that the shire’s wage bill will continue 
to grow and consume more and more 
ratepayers’ money each year despite there 
being no obvious evidence that the number 
of people employed by the shire will rise.
 As a result, the current gap between the 
shire’s actual wages bill and the amount 
stated in the budget is set to increase further.
 Now I am pretty good with numbers and 
figures but despite my best efforts, I have 
been unable to find an explanation for the 
so-called missing money.
 A c k n o w l e d g i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  m a y 
be a plausible reason for the apparent 
discrepancies, I reached out to the shire about 
a month ago and asked for its assistance in 
an attempt to understand if I had overlooked 
something – to find the missing piece of the 
puzzle, so to speak.

 I included a complete copy of my budget 
spreadsheet – including cost codes and 
descriptions – and kindly asked for my 
numbers to be checked and confirm whether 
my maths were correct.
 After all, my spreadsheet indicates that 
there is something like $2.35 million that 
I have been unable to find when reviewing 
shire budgets for the last four years.
 Unfortunately to date I have been unable to 
obtain an explanation of where this ‘missing’ 
money has been spent.
 In fact, when I asked questions about the 
apparent discrepancy in the finances, the 
shire deemed my questions and request for 
assistance to be “out of order”.
 So here we are puzzled and unable 
presently to account for millions of dollars 
of ratepayers’ money.

for details and to register your support.
 On Saturday September 8 we will hold our 
AGM in the Memorial Hall at noon.
 A vacancy for the position of media liaison 
officer exists.
 The regular general meeting will be held 
after the AGM.
 The Great Ride presentation will run from 
3pm to 5pm in the Memorial Hall.
 This event is jointly run by Toodyay RSL 
Sub Branch and the Toodyay Historical 
Society
 A feature of this event is expected to be 
a rollcall and biographies of 27 Toodyay 
registered men who were members of the 
10th Light Horse Division.
 Members are encouraged to attend this 
afternoon to participate in the business of 
your RSL and to enjoy light refreshments 
and fellowship.

Shire President Brian Rayner lays a wreath..

The 
Insider
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Toodyay Historical Society
Robyn Taylor

OUR JULY column focussed on early 
photography and this time it is the 
phonograph.
 What an exciting time it was in the 19th 
century with these new-fangled inventions 
and Toodyay was one of the first towns in 
WA to experience what the phonograph could 
do.
 In August 1891 Professor Douglas 
Archibald brought the first  Edison 
Phonograph to WA and gave demonstrations 
of its magical ability to record and reproduce 
sound.
 His travelling road show encompassed 
Fremantle, Perth - where he recorded a 
speech by Premier John Forrest, Geraldton, 
Newcastle (Toodyay), Northam, Chidlows 
Well and York.
 The phonograph was invented by Thomas 
Edison in 1877 and while other inventors had 
been working on similar machines to record 
sound, Edison’s was the first to be able to 
record, then reproduce, the sound. It made 
for great public entertainment.
 I will not attempt to explain the invention 
and how it worked …
 I hope readers were able to join us at the 
Shire of Toodyay’s Library on Monday 
September 3 to listen to sound historian 
Richard Rennie talk about Professor 
Archibald and the Edison Phonograph.
 Our library, the former Mechanics’ 
Institute, was the original venue for the 
Professor’s demonstration which was held 
on 3 September 1891, exactly 127 years ago.
 The event was fulsomely covered in the 
‘Newcastle Notes’ section of the Eastern 
Districts Chronicle, 5 September 1891, p.5, 
for those who wish to read the whole account 
through Trove (newspapers on-line).
 The correspondent warms up the readers’ 
interest with the introduction: “In the way 
of amusements we have had quite a time 
of dissipation lately … and last evening 
the Phonograph had a crowded house at the 
Mechanics’ Institute.
 “A speech delivered on the stage by 
Professor  Archibald  was ins tant ly 
reproduced, as was also a song by Mr 
Albert Stevens, a resident of Newcastle, 
entitled Ballyhooly and was reproduced 
with marvellous fidelity and caused great 
amusement.”
 There was to be a second demonstration 

that week with “an entire change of records” 
and the bonus of the lecture being illustrated 
with lime-light views.
 The good folk of York were encouraged 
by the writer not to miss out when the show 
rolled into their town the following week.
 To borrow from the above Newcastle 
correspondent, we also had a week of 
‘dissipation’ by way of entertainment in this 
town.
 Hopefully readers won’t miss Carmel 
Charlton’s wonderful presentation of The 
Great Ride in Toodyay’s Memorial Hall 
on Saturday September 8, from 3-5pm. $5 
tickets at the door.
 Using songs, dialogue and images, Carmel 
recreates the 1918 journey of the 10th Light 
Horse which had the honour of leading the 
Australian Mounted Division into Damascus.
 This is a show not to be missed.
 It has travelled around WA and the Eastern 
States including the National Library in 
Canberra.
 The event is presented by the Toodyay 
Historical Society and the Toodyay RSL.

 In July the Society had a very enjoyable 
excursion to Coorinja Winery and Ringa 
Bridge, with what must have been a record 
attendance of members, friends and family.
 Owner Michael Wood talked about how 
his family took over the winery in 1919 and 
the plans for celebrating their centenary next 
year.
 Next meeting: 7pm Wednesday September 
19 at Drummond House next to the Bendigo 
Bank ATM.
 Due to other September events, there will 
be no end-of-month excursion.
 Contacts: secretary, 2j.ths@gmail.com; 
Robyn Taylor, rdtaylor@iinet.net.au, phone 
9574 2578 or Beth Frayne, toobide4@iinet.
net.au, phone 9574 5971.Donegan’s Cottage 
Research Centre (in the showgrounds) is 
open Thurdays 1-3pm. Postal address: PO 32, 
Toodyay. Website: toodyayhistoricalsociety.
org.au/
 We have displays of books and other 
items at Drummond House, open Saturday 
mornings.
 Membership is $10 per annum.

Carmel saddles up for Light Horse ride

Members and friends visit historic Ringa Bridge. Photo: Beth Frayne.

Computer Safety
Phil Hart

MOST people have documents and images 
that we would rather keep hidden from 
other people.
 They can all be perfectly legitimate, 
such as wills, commercial-in-confidence 
information, medical images and pictures 
of our loved ones.
 The most reliable way to protect your 
files is with a password.
 It is important that you have some way of 
remembering or recording your password 
or passwords.
 Without a password, your document will 
probably be lost forever.
 Different devices have different ways of 
protecting documents.
 Microsoft documents, including Word 
and Excel, can be protected using File > 
Info > Protect Document and choosing the 
Encrypt with Password option.
 With documents opened in LibreOffice, 
using File > Save As, you can use the Save 
with Password option in the file dialogue 
box.
 With Android devices, including tablets 
and phones, you can use a file locker app 
which encrypts the file contents as well.
 This means that your pictures are also 
protected from prying eyes.
 There are mixed reviews about file 
locker apps, including reports of people 
losing important files, so it pays to do two 
things.
 The first is to make sure that you have a 
backup of all your important files.
 The second is to thoroughly read the 
reviews before choosing your file locker 
app.
 File locker apps are available from 
Google’s Play Store at play.google.com 
and a search for File locker.
 An alternative option with Android 
devices is to protect the whole device with 
a password.
 Different Android devices have different 
ways of protecting them.
 The best way to find out how to protect 
your device is to consult the help system 
that comes with the device.
 Happy surfing.

Keeping private 
stuff private

mailto:secretary.2j.ths@gmail.com
mailto:rdtaylor@iinet.net.au
mailto:toobide4@iinet.net.au
mailto:toobide4@iinet.net.au
https://play.google.com
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Open weekend only

Closing Down
Sale 

Stirling Terrace Toodyay
Monet Soaps & Gifts

LAST DAYS!

Phone 0409 998 115

Walk amongst “Free Range Emus” 
in natural bushland

•	 Guided	Tours	
•	 Emu	Products	Shop		
•	 Dining	Area
•	 Tea	and	Coffee
•	 Ice	Cream	and	Cool	Drinks
•	 Toilets
•	 Ample	Parking	

Coach	and	School		Groups	by	Appointment

Open Daily 10AM – 4PM
Phone 9574 1415

TOODYAY 
EMU FARM

Toodyay Agricultural Alliance
Frank Panizza

BRIGHT yellow canola fields herald the start 
of spring once again.
 Very wet conditions prevail throughout the 
shire which has caused headaches with bogging 
and waterlogged paddocks.
 Many local farmers have had to resort to 
using aircraft to finish off spraying programs.
 Very little weed spraying is left with most 
aerial applications being liquid fertilisers.
 Top-up applications of liquid nitrogenous 
fertilisers have been commonplace over the 
last decade.
 The splitting of nitrogen applications over 
several passes assists the crop by spreading 
the timings to better suit the uptake by the crop 
and an additional benefit is that more frequent 
applications of smaller amounts help combat 
leaching and runoff that may have a detrimental 
effect on the environment.
 Firebreaks will be a hassle as most will be 
very wet. Local farmer Tyrone Murray, who 
farms with his parents George and Maureen 
and his wife Kelly-Anne, has had to resort to 
the purchase of an amphibious 8-wheel buggy 
to complete spraying programs.
 Tyrone commented: “We had no choice 

really; the paddocks are so wet we had no other 
options.”
 “It’s basically a Banana Splits buggy that I 
converted into a spray rig. It draws a few funny 
looks, but it gets the job done,” he added.
 Farmers in the Eastern States on the other 
hand have the opposite problem. Despite recent 
rainfall in parts of drought-affected NSW, the 
big dry continues to bite hard.
 Demand for fodder continues unabated. 
Shortages of fodder and feed grains for 
drought-affected eastern Australia will remain 
strong, especially going into summer.
 The mental wellbeing of farmers affected by 
drought has become a concern for many.
 Finding work off-farm not only helps farming 
families financially, it also allows farmers to get 
away from the constant reminders of drought 
every day.
 Toodyay Agricultural Alliance Committee 
member Georgie Troup took the opportunity 
to set up a Facebook page ‘Jobs for drought-
affected farmers/farm workers in WA’ to allow 
WA farmers who are looking for workers for 
the coming harvest to offer positions to farmers 
from drought-affected areas.
 Georgie said, “My work as a research 
agronomist takes me across Australia and 
recently I spent time with those directly affected 
by the drought at the Fodder Conference.
 “It was heartbreaking hearing their stories. 
I felt powerless to help, but knew there must 
something I could do, which was the catalyst 
for the Facebook page. We now have over 
80 jobs listed on the page, with some already 
filled.”

Toodyay Agricultural Society
Alison Wroth, Chief Steward

BY THE time The Herald hits the streets 
it will be exactly a month until the historic 
165th Toodyay Agricultural Show on Saturday 
October 6.
 At last the Show Schedule books are in shops 
to purchase for a $2 donation to our society.
 To keep expenses down, and as both the 
schedule and entry forms can be printed from 
our website, only a limited number are printed. 
 So if you like a schedule as a keepsake, 
grab your book quickly from the Toodyay 
Newsagent, Visitors Centre, Toodyay Shire 
Offices, Makit Hardware or Toodyay and 
Districts Bendigo Community Bank.
 Feel free to photocopy entry forms as well.
 Both the Facebook page and our website 
toodyayagsociety.com.au are ways of accessing 
the society, especially if you have queries about 
ground-space in the trade or food van areas.
 As Chief Steward, with such an old-fashioned 
wet winter this year, I am anticipating a great 
number of gardens to have wonderful blooms 
or plants that can be entered in our Floriculture 
section.
 Let’s make this a year to remember with a 
Floriculture display packed full of exhibits to 
admire in the Lee-Steere Pavilion.
 Our major sponsors are essential to organising 
a top show.
 Without Morgan Feed Supplies, Toodyay and 
Districts Bendigo Community Bank, CSBP, 
Dunnings, Vernice, Reece Plumbing, Toodyay 
Op Shop, Toodyay Shire, Country Wide 
Insurance Brokers Road Safety Commission 

A SINGLE phone number for all inquiries 
about livestock brands and National Livestock 
Identification System (NLIS) is now available.
 Phone 1300 WA NLIS (1300 926 547) for all 
questions related to livestock brands and NLIS 
requirements
 It’s a one-stop shop for producers, agents, 
saleyards and abattoirs and those who need 
assistance with registering or identifying stock, 
Property Identification Codes (PICS).
 The service also provides support for 
navigating any stage of the NLIS process.

Toodyay Farmers Market

THE TOODYAY Farmers Market is very busy 
on the third Sunday of each month from 9am 
to 1pm at Stirling Park next to St Stephen’s 
Anglican Church.
 Even with all our lovely winter rain we have 
been blessed with wonderful weather.
 The Toodyay Farmers Market information 
stall is expanding and apart from its usual 
information, free water, sun screen and the use 
of tea and coffee mugs, we are now having a 
free book exchange so please come and have 
a look.

Banana Split buggy 
tackles wet fields

Aircraft spraying nitrogenous fertiliser on a local canola crop in full bloom. Photo: Frank 
Panizza.

Markets spring into action
 We are also trying another new development 
at this month’s Market and that is a $50 voucher 
drawn on the day to spend at any of the market 
stalls.
 Tickets will be $2 each or three tickets for 
$5.
 Apart from the new developments we have 
a great range of stalls, some regular and some 
occasional; chooks, alpacas, eggs, vegetables, 
food, worm juice, flowers, plants, crafts, coffee, 
cakes, face painting and earth sculptures.
 Along with our popular musicians, we invite 
you to come down and enquire about joining 
them.

Livestock info 
new number

Cooee – calling all Show 
contributors

and the support offered by individuals in the 
community, the 165th Toodyay Show would 
not have happened.
 On behalf of the president and committee, a 
heartfelt thanks to you all.
 Now is the time when all the marvellous 
cooks in the district come out to cook a batch 
of biscuits, bake that incredible Show Schedule 
Cake or the President’s Favourite Recipe which 
this year is a Lemon Syrup Cake.
 We’ve all got plenty of time to practice and 
if you bake a cake that you believe could win 
that Best Exhibit sash, freeze it but make sure 
the exhibit is totally defrosted by Show day.
 The Bread section was very bare last year so 
if you have a bread-maker, throw a mixture in 
the night before and see how it goes.
 Bread makes for a wonderful exhibit and 
bidders love it at the auction later in the day.
 Give cookery a go; everybody benefits.
 Our stewards’ pre-show meeting will be held 
on Saturday September 15 at the Youth Hall at 
9am, followed by a lovely morning tea.
 Brendan is our new Show Recorder so if all 
willing and able stewards could make it along it 
would be beneficial as Brendan will be present 
when we go through the Judging File and can 
answer any questions.
 There are 10 new stewards this year, so please 
advise me if you can’t attend and we can catch 
up on another day.
 Mark Saturday October 6 on your calendar and 
come along to see our incredible entertainment 
program, road safety display, food vans galore, 
trade display, side show alley, horses in action 
and wind up an action-packed Show with the 
fireworks at 7.30pm.

http://www.toodyayagsociety.com.au
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Taking a stand – in their sixties
Ieva Tomsons

THEY say shearing is a young man’s game, 
but four Avon Valley shearers – the district’s 
oldest team – recently got together at Geoff 
Masters’ shed on the Toodyay-Northam 
Road.
 Richard Broughton (69), Kevin Lawrence 
(63), Peter Ledger (62) and Jim Higgins (57) 
weren’t just ‘poking along’, they sheared 
190 sheep in one two-hour shearing run – a 
respectable tally for any four-stand team.

Still treading the boards after 150 years in the sheds (from left) Kevin Lawrence, Richard Broughton, Peter Ledger and Jim Higgins.

Women in Farming Enterprises
Alison Wroth

WA PROPERTY lawyer Corinne Adams is 
coming to talk to us on succession, planning 
and trusts, wills and leases and will gladly 
answer any question that will come her way.
 The meeting will be held in the Freemasons 
Hotel dining room and will begin at 6pm 
sharp as we have a lot to cover.
 Nibbles and cuppas will be available so 
please RSVP Alison Wroth at toodyay@
wife.org.au for catering purposes.
 Two local businesses recently became 
Friends of WIFE for the year when they 
made donations to our branch.
 This enables us to purchase our branch 
banner in time for the Toodyay Agricultural 
Show and advertise in the Show Schedule 
which will really get WIFE’s ideals and goals 
well known in our region.
 Heartfelt thanks to Toodyay Dental Clinic 
and Deepdale Farm for their kind and 
generous donations.
 Dowerin WIFE Seminar on Tuesday 
September 18 is a day for networking and 
meeting similar-minded women from other 
branches around the state.
 One of the keynote speakers is Sean Pollard 
who will be speaking about the challenges 
of life after a shark attack in Esperance and 
his road to the Winter Paralympics last year.
 If you can organise the day off, I recommend 
you register as the seminar sounds like one 
not to miss.
 Partners in Grain (PinG) is holding a 
Farm Finance for Performance workshop in 
Toodyay on the Thursday October 11.
 These are excellent and very practical 
workshops that you can easily apply to your 
farm office and business.
 For further information and to register visit 
pingwa.org.au/workshops/.
 Take care of yourself and family but never 
forget those around you that could have their 
day lifted with one a “How are you going?”.

 Collectively they have more than 150 years 
in the shearing sheds locally, interstate and 
internationally and they all say that it is the 
camaraderie they enjoy the most.
 All four started shearing in their mid-teens.
 Peter has spent long periods out of the 
industry, including a stint managing Muresk 
Agricultural College, so he is the only one of 
the four who hasn’t sheared over a million 
sheep.
 “I do it to stay alive,” said Richard who 
intends to shear on into his seventies and 

most years still heads to New Zealand for 
their main shear.
 For former champion show shearer and 
current international shearing judge Kevin, 
it’s his life.
 “It’s also a fitness thing and I love it,” said 
Kevin who lost 54kg to resume shearing after 
a 10-year break.
 Peter jokes that it’s the only workplace 
where there is no political correctness and 
Jim maintains it’s a case of having to shear 
on to keep his partner in “fags and wine”.
 As the spring shearing season approaches, 
local shearing contractors Rod Bowden, Peter 
Jokich and Bob Mauchline acknowledge that 
getting young shearers to join the industry 
to replace retiring shearers is getting harder 
each year.
 “My youngest shearer is 21,” said Bob. 
“Around Northam, the young ones just aren’t 
taking it up.”
 Peter Jokich considers he is lucky to have a 
relatively young team with one 19-year-old, 
two aged 28 and another 34. “That’s young 
for these days.”
 Toodyay contractor Rod Bowden’s 
youngest shearer is 24 and at 67 he is still 
shearing with his teams.
 “The age of shearers is certainly getting on 
but there is the bonus of maturity,” said Rod.
 For Richard, Kevin, Peter and Jim shearing 
is in their blood and it doesn’t look as if any 
of them will be throwing away the handpiece 
any time soon.

RAS Rural Ambassador Award 
Committee

TOODYAY Agricultural Society is proud 
to acknowledge Edward Ludemann as their 
Rural Ambassador for 2018.
 Edward is a fourth generation farmer from 
Fernlea, on the northern edges of the Shire 
of Toodyay.
 Edward is passionate about his role in 
the family farming business and aims to 
maintain his family’s connection to the land 
and local community while looking to grow 
and improve a sustainable mixed farm.
 Toodyay was the host society for this 
year’s Central Group judging of the Rural 
Ambassador Award.
 The Toodyay Agricultural Society was very 
proud of the way Edward represented the 
society and although he didn’t win the Central 
Group section, we look forward to seeing 
him at our local Toodyay Agricultural Show 
this year in his role as Rural Ambassador.
 Congratulations to group winner Mitchell 
Collins of the York Agricultural Society.
 The Rural Ambassador Award is a National 
Award seeking young people with a passion 
for agriculture and rural Australia to develop 

NORTHAM   
PAWNBROKERS

OPEN

9am-5pm Monday-Friday

Saturday 9am-12noon

Good quality NEW and USED 

Furniture and other 

small goods 

TV's, Tablets etc.

Large selection of DVD's

232 Fitzgerald Street, Northam

Opposite the Northam Post Office

Sarah Leeson

GOOMALLING is stricken with grief after 
a few tragedies over the past few months.
 Local pharmacist Mark Ashton and I 
decided to get people together on R U OK? 
Day on Thursday September 13.
 The event at the Sport and Community 
Centre at the corner of Quinlan and Hoddy 
Streets, kicks off with a free barbecue at 5pm.
 Goomalling Football Club members will 
flex their muscles at 5.30pm as they pose for 
the R U OK? Calendar which will be sold to 
raise funds for the suicide prevention.
 A guest speaker from Men’s Health WA 
will address the meeting at 7.30pm.
 We are hoping to get a big turn-out so 
we can help our community to ask R U 
OK? and break the stigma associated with 
mental health, especially in the agricultural 
community.

Locals help WIFE 
branch out

Meet Toodyay’s Rural Ambassador

Edmund Ludemann.
their ideas and leadership.
 If you are interested in being involved in 
this award, the Toodyay Agricultural Society 
would be very happy to hear from you.

Goomalling asks 
– R U OK?
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Toodyay Progress Association
Larry Graham, Chair

AFTER THAT mammoth petition on rates it 
is crystal clear that our council has not only 
lost the confidence of the community, our 
council has lost its way completely.
 Dealing with the petition first.
 It was a powerful statement that was raised 
and supported by the community in huge 
numbers, numbers so big they should not be 
ignored – but they were.
 For years the council has defended itself 
by saying there is only a vocal minority 
of knockers and keyboard warriors having 
a go and it was all being beaten up by 
that mythical conspiracy between The 
Toodyay Herald and the Toodyay Progress 
Association.
 But because 2000-plus names are a lot of 
signatures in a shire with only 3256 electors, 
those defences are no longer available to the 
council.
 Two thousand people is significantly more 
than the 1549 who voted last year in the 
biggest election turnout in the shire’s history.
 In a democracy, public opinion is important 
and, having been presented with a huge 
petition like this, one would expect the 
council to sit up and take notice.
 However, before it was even presented to 
the council, official papers dismissed it by 
saying: “Signing a petition for lower rates 
based on dubious and selected statements 
is an easy sell” and “It is not difficult to get 
people to sign up for lower rates based on 
misinformation”.
 Yep folks; just like in North Korea, the 
views of the citizens of Toodyay are just not 
important to those in power and nor are State 
departmental guidelines for setting budgets, 
because those have also been trashed.
 The council’s budgetary and rate-setting 
processes were driven by blistering 
incompetence, petty bickering, personality 
clashes and a general lack of understanding 
that the results of their decisions have to be 
paid for by the people of the town.
 Inexplicably and without any real costings, 
benefit analysis or genuine evaluation, 
our council decided that I and others with 
Seniors Cards who already get a State-
funded reduction in rates should also receive 
an additional $25 rate concession while 
everyone else pays an increase.
 The discussion on that weird decision 
was fascinating – councillors did not 
know the name of the card they were 
basing this concession on, had no idea how 
anyone qualified for the card, did not know 
how much their decision would cost and 
obviously had not read their agenda papers 
which said “It is not realistic to suggest 
that Local Government to (sic) reduce its 
rates to subsidise cost increases by state 
governments”.

 And all of this took place as councillors 
argued that rates must increase because there 
are no further cost reductions that can be 
made.
 Obviously, some ratepayers will benefit 
from this but it is a classic case of taking 
from those who cannot afford it and giving 
it to those who do not need it.
 There were some long overdue reductions 
in payments made to two senior office 
holders and, after making comparisons 
with other towns to justify rate increases, 
our councillors voted not to reduce their 
own payments to the average paid in other 
councils.
 But as bad as all that is, it is still not the 
biggest issue confronting the town.
 Decisions that will determine our future 
for the next decade are being prepared right 
now.
  Soon, our council has to decide whether 
or not to extend the CEO’s contract, adopt 
a new town planning scheme, conduct a 
complete policy review and also overhaul 
the town’s heritage plans. 
 Dealing competently with any one of those 
matters would normally be a very big deal, 
but doing them all together is a mammoth 
undertaking.
 Of course some councillors are more than 
capable of doing it but the majority are 
out of their depth – the Toodyay Progress 
Association has no confidence that they are 
capable of handling it all.
 But even if we did have confidence in 
their abilities – which we don’t – the current 
breakdown of the relationship between the 
shire and its ratepayers means that any 
meaningful community engagement and 
input is unlikely.
 We warn people that each of these 
upcoming issues is critical, the results are 
irreversible and the decisions made will 
determine the future of the town.
 For the outcomes to be successful, a way 
forward must be found that involves the 
community.
 In our submission to the council we said 
that because that relationship between the 
community and council is so broken, it is 
time to either actively seek amalgamation 
with other councils or for them to resign and 
allow a new council to come in and rebuild 
some trust in the community.
 It saddens us to have to write that, but in 
a democracy when those elected choose to 
ignore the wishes of well over half their 
electors, it really is time for a change of 
official attitude.
 If that cannot happen, it is time for a change 
of councillors.
 As always, we point out that we are a not-
for-profit, volunteer public advocacy group 
that will not, and has not, run, supported or 
endorsed candidates for elected office.

Toodyay Community Safety and 
Crime Prevention Association
Desraé Clarke

WHETHER shopping for the weekly food 
supply or wandering about a centre for 
pleasure, take care, as often there is someone 
who may be watching the unsuspecting.
 Incident one: A close friend entering a large 
suburban shopping centre was approached 
by a boy of about 10 coming up beside her, 
demanding money.
 After several more requests he pulled away 
and then ran at her giving her a heavy punch 
in the back.
 When reported to management, it became 
evident that several similar incidents had 
been reported. Apparently, his mother would 
wait in a nearby toilet block to advise the boy 
of a likely victim.
 Incident two: My cousin was shopping 
and had her handbag in the trolley but the 
bag was missing when she tried to pay . She 
was a long way from home without her car 
keys, money, cards and house keys.
 A security staff member stayed with her car 

while she took a taxi to get her spare keys.
 As the thief had all her personal details she 
left her car with friends until the locks were 
replaced. A significant added expense was the 
replacement of locks to her home.
 The next step was the cancellation, then 
renewal, of Medicare, driver’s licence, pension 
card, RAC, credit cards, etc, a process that does 
not happen overnight.
 Incident three: While buying a greeting card, 
a friend had her bag taken from her shopping 
trolley.
 It is suggested that when shopping only carry 
what is absolutely necessary; leave the house 
keys in the boot of the car and carry your credit 
card, together with your car key, in a secure 
pocket in your clothing.
 If your shopping bag is stolen with your 
purchases, it is far better than losing your 
identity.
 Fridge magnets with important emergency 
contact details are available, free, at the police 
station and the Toodyay and Districts Bendigo 
Community Bank.
 For police emergencies ring 131 444, 
Toodyay Police 9574 9995 and Crimestoppers 
1800 333 000.

2J2AIR 105.3FM
Ken Stivey

AS WE continue to develop a presence in 
our community in the first year of operation 
you can check us out on Facebook or our 
web page 2j2air.org.au.
 The contact page is your convenient way 
to communicate with us and our presenters, 
who would love to hear your requests.
 We consider communication with our 
listeners as a vital component of our desire 
to provide you with what you want to hear, 
so your input will be appreciated.
 Thanks to all of you who took the time 
to stop for a chat and enter the competition 
at our meet-and-greet stall outside IGA 

recently; your input is both appreciated and 
essential in helping us to build a community 
radio station that you will enjoy listening to.

Program guide
MONDAY: 11am The Green Hour; 8pm 
Swooners and Crooners and 9pm Jazz.
 Wednesday: 11am The Green Hour 
(repeat); 8pm Wide World of Folk and 9pm 
Blues.
 Friday: 11am The Green Hour (repeat); 
7-10pm Friday Rock (7pm Retro, 8pm 
Country, 9pm Rock).
 Saturday: Noon Country (old); 1pm 
Country (new).
 Sunday: 8pm Swooners and Crooners 
(repeat); 9pm Jazz.

Targa West Rally revs up Toodyay Reaction to petition shows 
our council has lost its way

Thieves target shoppers

Tunes to swoon and croon to

Pit stop repairs in Toodyay IGA car park last month.

Ready to hit the gas in Toodyay on Day 2 of last month’s Targa West Rally.
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Toodyay Miniature Railway
June Eastwood

AVON Descent morning we were all in place 
by 8am but with continuing rain, we were 
worried about having to cancel.
 However, after we watched the power boats 
for quite a while, the showers eased and it 
was decided to get out just one train and not 
bother with signals.
 Wrong move.
 As soon as the sun shone through we were 
inundated with would-be passengers and it 
was a race to get the signals system in place, 
then another train and finally a third engine.
 We issued passengers with umbrellas and 
all went well till one sneaky shower rained 
down just as a train-load was coming past 
the signal box.
 They all took it in good spirits as they 
reasoned they would have got wet watching 
the race anyway.
 At the end of a long day we had made 
approximately 400 people happy.
 So was this the year we got to taste the 
delights of the International Food Festival?
 No, just our plain boring sandwiches and 
hardly time to even swallow those; we heard 
it was nice though.
 This week I chatted with a lady from York 
and when she found I was from the Toodyay 
Miniature Railway she recalled about five 
years ago the ladies of the York Country 
Women’s Association had a wonderful day 
riding with us.
 They came for a picnic in Duidgee Park, 
bringing with them one VIP – a large 
travelling teddy bear.
 This bear was part of a program which for 
a period ran world-wide.
 A bear was left at a prominent place with 
a diary asking for him to have an adventure, 
record it, and travel to another area. Some 
bears travelled world-wide before returning 
to their starting point.
 The York bear rode the railway, had his 
photograph taken and his big adventure 
with the Toodyay Miniature Railway was 
recorded for posterity.
 The lady said it was one of the most fun 
days they ever had and it is nice for us to 
hear we bring people smiles.

MORANGUP ‘mumpreneur’ Nat Wright 
has just returned from Melbourne where she 
was a finalist in this year’s AusMumpreneur 
Awards’ Handmade Business category.
 Nat owns Verissima Natural Skincare 
which produces all-natural, toxin-and-
synthetic-free products.
 The nomination comes after eight years 
of growing a local business which regularly 
presents at wellness events to teach women 
about the toxins in everyday products.
 The AusMumpreneur Awards recognise 
mums who successfully balance motherhood 
and business that suits their lifestyle.
 “It’s tough, really tough,” said Nat.
 “You have to be prepared to see it through 
and to keep picking yourself up and dusting 
yourself off to try a different way to get 
where you want to go.
 “With children, it is even more challenging.
 They see your sadness, feel you’re 
overwhelmed so you need to be able to work 
through so everyone enjoys the ride.”

Minirail steams on 
between showers

Bob Schrader

JUST a quick update on the progress of 
this year’s Toodyay Christmas Street 
Party.
 The date for the party is set for Friday 
December 7. I would like to thank Tanya 
Stuart for once again putting her hand up 
to take the lead role and spearhead the 
committee to run this fantastic community 
event.
 A lot of the planning is underway and a 
number of the vital committee positions 
have been filled but we still need lots of 
helpers to do many little jobs in the run-up 
to the event so please help if you can.
 Your contribution, no matter how small, 
is very much appreciated and will go 
a long way to making this year’s event 
bigger and better for the whole Toodyay 
community – especially the children.
 For more information, or to volunteer, 
contact Bob Schrader on 0411 881 909.

‘Mumpreneur’ a finalist Elves needed –
apply within

Morangup finalist Nat Wright.

The highest water levels in 30 years after weeks of heavy rain turned last month’s annual Avon Descent river race through Toodyay 
into a thrilling spectacle for hundreds of local residents and visitors. Many competitors came to grief at ‘The Chute’, a narrow channel  
between high rocks a short distance downstream from the two-day event’s overnight camp at Cobbler Pool. Photo: Warren Conder.

Avon Descent mayhem
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Ieva Tomsons

THE HERALD has been following the 
amazing distances covered by a young wedge-
tailed eagle named Baakininy (Noongar for 
‘biting’) which hatched last September in a 
30m-high eyrie in Gidgegannup.
 Baakininy began her dispersal flight 
in late April and in mid-July arrived in 
PurnululuNational Park (Bungle Bungles) 
where she stayed for a month.
 “There was a solid wet season and this 
generates high ecosystem productivity – a 
fancy way of saying ‘lots of tucker’,” said 
Murdoch PhD student Simon Cherriman 
who satellite-tagged Baakininy in November 
2017.
 On July 14 she flew south-west crossing 
the Pilbara deserts, doing a ‘u-turn’ in 
the Goldfields and completing a 3300km 
loop via the Northern Territory back up to 
Purnululu in just two weeks.
 Baakininy turns one this month and is one 
of the few juvenile wedge-tailed eagles to 
reach this milestone.
 “Banding records kept since the 1950s 
show that over 60 percent of juvenile wedge-
tailed eagles die before reaching one year of 
age, so Baakininy and the six other satellite-
tagged birds from the Perth Hills have defied 
the odds – so far, touch wood,” said Simon.
 Simon is keen to hear reports from Herald 
readers of wedge-tailed eagle sightings in the 
Gidgegannup/Morangup area and would like 
to visit nests that landholders may have on 
their property.

 Contact Simon on 0422 916 747 or email 
aquila84@iinet.net.au.
 To keep track of Baakininy’s progress: 
simoncherriman.blogspot.com/2017/11/
baakininy-tronox-eagle.html; other eagles’ 
long-distance flights can be seen on facebook.
com/simon.cherriman.1 or, instagram.com/
aquila84wa/

 During his years studying wedge-tailed 
eagles, Simon has taken some extraordinary 
photographs of the iconic birds which are 
on exhibit until Tuesday September 28 at 
the Sound Temple in Sawyers Valley. For 
Kingdom in the Clouds exhibition opening 
times visit the soundtemple.com.au/featured-
events/ or ring 0474 555 444.

Avon Woodturners
Max J Heath

HI FROM the woodturners at 2J Junction.
 It has been quite a month for the 
Woodturners with work going on with 
our dust extraction system, some wood 
turning and our AGM and a trip to the Taste 
of Chittering.
 Woodturning-wise, we were asked if 
we had some items made from Wheatbelt 
timbers for the Dowerin Field Days.

Toodyay Fibre Festival
Helen Spry

IN HINDSIGHT when I said in the March 
Herald that “I really had no idea of the level of 
pre-planning required to successfully stage an 
event such as this”, the Toodyay Fibre Festival, 
I should have pointed out that the eminently 
qualified coordinator Helen Shanks made it 
clear that she would not be available in 2019.
 This brings me to the problem facing the 
very small number of remaining committee 
members; there is a desperate lack of ‘bums 
on seats’.
 The good news is that, aware of the impending 
vacancies on the committee, Helen has left a 
very comprehensive and clear blueprint.
 The surviving members of the committee of 
the Toodyay Fibre Festival need support if this 
event is to go ahead in 2019.
 They will have a stall at the Toodyay 
Agricultural Show on October 6 to promote 
the festival.
 For those who would regret the demise of 
this event, now is the time to stand up and be 
counted; volunteers are a real necessity.
 If you feel that you could help, please seek 
us out at the show.

Gidgie wedgie flies 3300km in two weeks

Baakininy’s first flight depicted in red dots; second anti-clockwise flight, in blue dots.

Purnululu  (Bungle Bungles)

Gidgegannup

Hanging by a 
thread

Wheatbelt woods turned into Dowerin pens

Toodyay Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry
Bob Schrader

WE HAVE an exciting and very easy 
competition for you thanks to our 
#ToodyayFirst campaign.
 How would you like to win $500 to 
spend locally?
  Just by joining our community group, 
one lucky member will be chosen to win 
on Wednesday September 26.
 All you have to do is: log on to facebook.
com/groups/128569184528993; invite all 
of your friends who live in Toodyay to 
join and start sharing your business in the 
group.
 It really is that simple 
 We hope the group will help local 
businesses and their customers to network 
and communicate about their products and 
services.
 It’s a place to share special offers and 
advertise to each other so that we are 
building our #ToodyayFirst Buy Local 
mentality. Come and join us today

 We managed to find some and one of 
our woodturners crafted pens from the 
Wheatbelt’s four main timbers; York Gum, 
Rock Sheoak, Sandalwood and Jam.
 Also during the month we were contacted 
by Mr Esslemont informing us that he had 
some Olive available for us.
 We had a working bee and now have 
some nice Olive, sealed and stored in our 
shed.
 We had a difficult time organising our 
AGM due to members’ commitments but 

finally had our meeting mid-week, which 
was great as it included our Wednesday 
turners.
 Items discussed at the general meeting 
were the fact that our shed sign has been 
approved and we are busy sorting that out.
 Discussion took place regarding the 
coming school fete and it was decided that 
we would like to attend.
 At the AGM, our convenor David Doye 
gave his report and declared all positions 
vacant for our election which really wasn’t 
an election at all.
 David Doye was returned as convenor 
which due to the time he has spent in that 
position it has to be cleared by our State 
body.
 I was returned as secretary and Phil 
Perkins has kindly taken on the position 
of treasurer.
 Equipment officer Terry Hood was 
returned unopposed as well.
 Once again Alexa Lang is still our 
catering officer.
 The Taste of Chittering was the last thing 
on our list for the month and we had a great 
day and there was a lot of interest in what 
we were doing.
 Quite a few things were turned that 
we could give away and the receivers of 
these items were very appreciative to have 
received something for nothing.
 All in all it has been quite a month for 
woodturners and, remember our motto – 
please don’t drive tired.Wood-turned pens for the Dowerin Field Day.

Buy local, 
win $500

mailto:aquila84@iinet.net.au
https://www.facebook.com/groups/128569184528993
https://www.facebook.com/groups/128569184528993
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Bolgart News
Serena Syren and Nolene Kaszanski

BOLGART Primary School senior room 
students departed on August 22 for their camp 
to Woodman Point, Perth.
 They visited the Zoo, Fremantle Prison, 
Cicerello’s, Kings Park and Bounce. Thanks 
go to the wonderful staff, Mr Thewliss, Mrs 
Skehan and Mrs Boag, for all of their hard work 
in making the camp happen.
 The Perth Anglican Assistant Bishop Jeremy 
James joined the Reverend Peggy Ludlow 
at Bolgart’s St Augustine’s Church for a 
wonderful church service on August 19.
 A large crowd from Bolgart and surrounding 
districts enjoyed a shared morning tea after the 
service.
 Trees Cafe hosted an Italian Night on 
August 25 and Kathy and Alan Tree prepared 
a delightful array of Italian dishes for the 22 
diners. The atmosphere was set with an open 
fire and wonderful hospitality.
 In early August, 11 very keen women 
golfers spent three days playing in trying 
wintry conditions at the Avon Valley Golf 
Championships in Goomalling.
 Congratulations to Serena Syred and Vivienne 
Camerer on coming fourth in the 4BBB.
 Joy Hamilton, Pam Meston, Vivienne 
Camerer and Merle Manuel all received 
trophies for the 36-hole competition.
 Congratulations to the Goomalling Golf Club 

Bejoording Community Group 
News
From the desk of The Badger

IT’S NO wonder the Aussie colours in sport 
are green and gold, just look around you.
 My son who lives overseas has just visited 
Bejoording for the first time outside of mid-
summer and was knocked out by the colours 
of our local landscape. 
 He lives in Indonesia which has its own 
beauty, but he observed the uniqueness and 
freshness of our bright light and brilliant 
colours.
 Everywhere you look, especially up in our 
part of the world, it’s the contrast between 
the vivid blue skies, the rich green of young 
wheat crops and the brilliant yellow of 
canola flowers.
 Even the native wattle and local weeds are 
green and gold.
 The vistas are breathtaking in places, 
especially when the sun shines, and you see 
many passing motorists stopping to take 
photos.
 There’s something very life affirming and 
energising about this time of year with crisp 
clear mornings rapidly warming during the 
day, then clear cold evenings full of stars.
 Bejoording community life bubbles along 
with plenty of communal social activity.
 Footy is  of  course the dominant 
entertainment at this time of the year, with 
well-attended gatherings at various sheds 
and man-caves, always with too much food 
and great hospitality.
 Not sure why we call our sheds man-caves 
though as they’d be nothing without the input 
of our women-folk.
 Your monthly reminder. We meet every 
Wednesday evening (except in January) at 
the Bejoording Community Centre which 
shares premises with the local volunteer bush 
fire brigade in Bejoording Road.
 Come along from 6pm, and leave when 
it suits you. It’s strictly ‘come as you are’ 
casual; kids are welcome and there are fun 
events every month.
 If you aren’t yet a member, we’d love to 
get to know you. If you want to know more 
you can contact president Barry Grey on 
9574 2149, or call The Badger on 0414 250 
484.
  Hope to see you soon.

Wildflowers sport 
national colours

Perth Anglican Assistant Bishop Jeremy James with Bolgart district parishoners.

Bishop draws flock to Bolgart
for hosting the successful event which was 
enjoyed by all players.
 Bolgart Golf Ladies hosted the annual 
Edmonds Cup on August 16 in which a great 
field of 51 players from 14 clubs competed.
 The winner on the day with 36 points was 
former local Robyn Woods from Chequers Golf 
Club; runner-up was local player Joy Hamilton 
with 35 points and gross winner was Denise 
O’Hern from Moora Golf Club with 22 points.
 The 2018 Ladies Champion is Joy Hamilton; 
runner-up, Serena Syred. Nett event was won 
by Pam Meston; runner up, Jenni Knowles.
 This year’s Men’s Champion is Justin 
Edmonds; runner-up, Geoff Ludemann.
 The Fairlea Cup (Nett event) winner was 
Justin Edmonds; runner-up, Todd Meston.
 The presentation night concluded with a 
lovely casserole tea.
 Joy Hamilton represented Bolgart in the 
Silver Spoon event played at the Mosman Park 
Golf Club and won the Sand Greens section. 
This is a huge honour.

Mental health workshop
A FREE Rural Minds Workshop will be held at 
Neville Clarke’s farm on Tuesday September 
11 at 2pm.
 The workshop is specifically designed for 
rural communities and provides a relaxed 
atmosphere to learn about mental wellbeing.
 For further information and to RSVP:cdo@
victoriaplains.wa.gov.au or ring 9628 7004.

COMMUNITY organisations can apply for 
grants of between $1000 and $5000 to buy 
equipment, pay fuel costs, train volunteers and 
improve their fundraising.
 For more information or to apply, visit 
the Australian Government’s GrantConnect 
website or contact support@communitygrants.
gov.au or ring 1800 020 283.
 Applications close on Tuesday September 18.

Casino Bus
Rae Vigor

OUR TRIP in July was very enjoyable, if not 
so profitable.
 The next outing will be on Monday September 
17, so come on everyone, let’s fill the bus this 
time.
 It will take 57 passengers, so there is plenty 
of room.
 For $20 you get the bus trip and an all-you-
can-eat three-course lunch.
 If you don’t want to play at the casino, you 
can go into Perth and be back to catch the return 
bus at 4pm.
 We leave from the Toodyay Bowling Club at 
9am.
 For more information, or to book your seat, 
ring Rae on 9574 2356.
 We would love to see some new faces.

Ida’s Hideaway
Rae Vigar

WE WOULD like to say a very big thank you 
to all who supported us in our raffle at the end 
of July.
 The winning tickets were A25, D13, D47, 
F85, F49, F39, F52, F47 and F28.
 Thank you to the gentleman who won the 
water bottle covers and donated them back to 
be given to two children; the boy and girl were 
thrilled with them.
 Our AGM was held on August 25 with all 
officers being re-elected: president, Michael 
Cox; vice-president, Syd Sinclair; secretary, 
Ann Sinclair and treasurer Rae Vigar.
 This month we will hold our 17th birthday 
celebration.
 For more information ring Rae on 9574 2356.

Don’t miss out on 
funding for clubs

Hideaway turns 17

Bus it to city sights

mailto:cdo@victoriaplains.wa.gov.au
mailto:cdo@victoriaplains.wa.gov.au
mailto:support@communitygrants.gov.au
mailto:support@communitygrants.gov.au

