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Weather gods smile on Moondyne and Fibre Festivals 
Lock him up – Moondyne Joe’s gang tries to evade colonial coppers as a temperance woman shouts for their capture. Photo: Peter Harms.

Spinners in Stirling Terrace demonstrate the ancient art of turning fibre into yarn.

Toodyay Farmers Market
Stirling Park 9am-1pm 

Sunday June 17

Toodyay to get two new councillors

Michael Sinclair-Jones

TOODYAY will get two new councillors this 
month as a result of ‘extraordinary’ elections 
in the shire’s Central and West Wards.
 Among the candidates is former deputy 
shire president John Prater, who served as 
an East Ward councillor from 2011 to 2013 
before deciding last month to nominate 
again, this time in Central Ward.
 Hoddys Well lawyer and anti-landfill 
campaigner Bill Manning, and Butterly 
Cottages President and Toodyay Men’s Shed 
Chair Jeff Roberts also nominated to contest 
the Central Ward vacancy.
 In West Ward, Morangup candidate 
Craig Brook – who ran second to Cr Paula 
Greenway last year – decided to run again, 
this time for a vacancy created by former 
West Ward Cr Sally Craddock’s surprise 
resignation in March.
 Retired school teacher Tim Hale was also 
running again– this time in West Ward – after 
losing to East Ward Crs Therese Chitty and 
Ben Bell last year, while Andrew Walker – 
who ran third to Cr Greenway and Mr Brook 
last year – nominated again to contest the 
West Ward vacancy.
 The postal ballot in both wards was being 
conducted by the WA Electoral Commission 
(WAEC), which sent voting packages to 
Australia Post last month for mail delivery 
to all registered electors in the two wards, 
which account for five councillors on the 
nine-member council.

Morangup mix-up
WAEC Returning Officer Robert Dew said 
a small number of West Ward voters in 
Morangup with lot number addresses instead 
of street numbers may not have received 
voting packages but could still obtain ballot 
papers from the shire office in Fiennes Street, 
Toodyay, to vote before polling closed at 
6pm on Friday June 15.
 The Central Ward election followed the 
shock resignation of former Cr Di Granger, 
who defeated former shire president David 
Dow by an overwhelming majority in last 
October’s biennial council elections.
 Former Cr Granger quit four months later 
over what she wrote on Facebook as a “level 
of aggression that is projected onto me from 
those who should know better”.
 “Where I thought I would be supported and 
guided, I am instead harangued, belittled and 
thwarted,” she posted.
 Ms Granger said the “last straw” was a 
Saturday afternoon email from Shire CEO 
Stan Scott in which Mr Scott said he expected 
the shire leadership to “immediately jump 
on” Ms Granger for questioning why he 
was withholding from councillors a January 
29 letter from the WA Local Government 
Department about concerns over the shire’s 
performance.
 The letter was later released under State 
Freedom of Information law.
Continued on Page 3.

Former shire deputy 
president aims for 
Central Ward seat

THE GODS must be smiling on Toodyay.
 Last month’s Moondyne Festival (above)  
attracted thousands of visitors to Toodyay 
after an early heavy downpour was followed 
by a mild but mostly dry autumn day filled 
with fun and entertainment.
 Then this month’s Fibre Festival (below) 
struck it lucky again with a gloriously sunny 

winter’s day sandwiched between two heavy 
storms that swept across the state, bringing 
long-awaited rain for local farmers.
 Organisers of both events are to be 
congratulated for helping to put Toodyay 
on the tourist map and for bringing much-
needed sales to struggling local businesses.
 And as always and within hours of both 

busy street events ending, everything was 
packed up and the town swept clean as if 
nothing out of the ordinary had happened 
just a short time earlier.
 Well done volunteers, shire workers and 
everyone involved in helping to make 
Toodyay the special place it is.
More pictures, Page 15.
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Ol’ Blind Joe
Count your blessings

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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Office Hours are from 9am-1pm on highlighted days
June - July 2018

Stirling Hamilton

OUCH. May you get what you wish for – old 
Chinese curse.
 I’ve had plenty of time of late to contemplate 
the twisting and tawdry colours which 
accompany a fall from grace.
 Indeed, I’ve had several such occasions 
recently where I grappled unsuccessfully 
with gravity and found myself unarmed 
without a sense of balance.
 After my latest encounter I ended up in 
Northam Hospital being ministered to by 
the angels of mercy who kept up a steady 
stream of drip-fed minerals, vitamins and 
painkillers, and they even re-introduced me 
to an ancient custom quaintly referred to as 
meal times.
 Unfortunately, due to my malfunctioning 
equilibrium equipment and several broken 
ribs, I wasn’t allowed to walk around 
unattended and found myself bedridden 
watching boofheads on the box.
 After a week they sent me down to Midland 
where they are better equipped for heavy 
duty withdrawal cases.
 The ballpark figures for withdrawal are 
five days cold turkey for cigarettes and seven 
ugly days for heroin and cocaine, etc.
 The big one is alcohol which takes 30 days 
cold turkey just for the entree.
 A bend in the road is not the end of the 
road, unless you fail to make the turn.
 Friends of mine had offered me sage advice 
beforehand but in my hubris I ignored the 
signs and fell to earth in a solid manner.
 As they say, a good scare is worth more to 
a man than good advice.
 For now, I’m just curled up in the bush 
licking my wounds like an old mongrel that’s 
been hit by a car.

Dancing across the internet
I’VE BEEN flipping through some lovely 
old books and dancing across the internet 
like a drunken spider while sipping a lovely 
cup of Earl Grey tea to which I have become 
reaccustomed.
 “Let us rise up and be thankful, for if we 
didn’t learn a lot today, at least we learned a 
little, and if we didn’t learn a little, at least 
we didn’t get sick, and if we got sick, at least 
we didn’t die; so, let us all be thankful,” said 
the Indian sage Buddha (483-400BC).
 Better to lose count while naming your 
blessings than to lose your blessings while 
counting your troubles.
 We have no right to ask when sorrow 
comes: “Why did this happen to me?” unless 
we ask the same question for every moment 
of happiness that comes our way.
 First on my list is the fact that I live in 
Toodyay and have just enjoyed a lovely cool 
summer and delightful autumn, and the fields 
are producing a fine harvest.
 Did you know we’ve been voted one of the 

top 10 towns in Australia for position and 
liveability?
 I’ve lived in two of the other winning 
towns – Bangalow in NSW and Dayboro, 
Queensland.
 They’re all peripheral townships – close 
enough, but not too close.
 Another way to consider blessings is by the 
things we don’t have such as traffic lights, 
a gambling habit or a need to look back 
over one’s shoulder due to debts or a guilty 
conscience.
 We’ve been dealt a pretty good hand here 
in Toodyay and we need to keep her, but with 
well-oiled wheels.
 The numbers of visitors will increase, 
congestion could result and methinks we 
will end up fighting the teeming hordes of 
Flatlanders for a precious parking spot.
 Admittedly on occasion they do turn up in 
some mighty-fine specimens of motoring.
 The bikers sometimes turn up on some rare 
gems too which are always worth a look.
 As to the rest of the planet, it’s still off its 
tits and the dogs of war are howling far and 
wide.

Old white men
“MADNESS is rare in individuals – but in 
groups, political parties, nations and eras 
it’s the rule,” wrote German philosopher 
Friedrich Nietzsche (1844-1900).
 The other day I saw this photo of 50 
old white men at the US White House in 
Washington DC discussing taking away 
potentially millions of dollars worth of 
women’s coverage for pregnancy, maternity, 
and newborn care.
 Not one single woman was in the room.
 Democracy no longer even pretends to 
represent us, and politicians mutter inanities 
at each other and then retire to the bar to relax 
with the supposed Opposition to check their 
shares portfolio.
 The test of a first-rate intelligence is the 
ability to hold two opposing ideas in the mind 
at the same time and still retain the ability to 
function.
 “One should, for example, be able to 
see that things are hopeless and yet be 
determined to make them otherwise,” wrote 
US author F. Scott Fitzgerald (1896-1940).
 It seems it’s gunna have to be a grass roots 
up kinda thing because these guys at the top 
ain’t never gunna change.
 I’m going to have to recharge my batteries 
while I can because I’m flat out of juice and 
this could take a while.
 “Even as the stone of the fruit must break, 
that its heart may stand in the sun, so must 
you know pain, accept the seasons of your 
heart, even as you have always accepted 
the seasons that pass over your fields ...” – 
Lebanese-American writer Khalil Gibran 
(1883-1931) in ‘The Prophet’.
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Gairdener  Street
Charles St

Ieva Tomsons
WHEN Rosemary and Miska Madacsi rolled 
into Toodyay in 1998, they came with a ton 
of enthusiasm and 40 20-litre buckets filled 
with snails.
 In the past 20 years they have established 
new businesses, run the town’s first taxi 
service and contributed to numerous 
community events and volunteer groups.
 They renovated the run-down Stirling 
House in Toodyay’s main street where they 
ran bed and breakfast accommodation and 
The Empire Tearooms, and built a snail-
processing shed and massive straw-bale 
house on their West Toodyay farm.
 But there is still no sign of the snails – yet.
 The Madacsis are quite simply doers who 
will stand their ground when push comes to 
shove.
 Miska was born in East Hungary in 1947 
as one of 13 children in his family.
 Food was scarce in the communist-
occupied country and when he was 15 years 
old he started thinking about escaping to the 
West.
 He eventually did escape when he was 
29, by which time he had been married with 
a family, divorced and was qualified as a 
mining engineer.
 With no identity papers, Miska and a work 
mate fled to Italy on an arduous three and a 
half day journey.
 “We were pretty rugged-looking by the 
time we got there – we had no food for the 
last one and a half days and were drinking 
from creeks,” said Miska.
 In a refugee holding camp in Padriciano 
near Trieste, Miska applied for political 
asylum.
 In just over two months, he was processed 
and recognised as a political refugee and 
flown to Sydney in 1977 where he was 
billeted at Villawood Migrant Hostel.
 “We were learning English and were paid 
half of the social security – it was good,” 
Miska said.
 The six months of English tuition went out 
of the window when Miska joined an Italian 
construction crew and worked as a labourer 
for the next two years, speaking only Italian.
 Although Australia did not recognise 
Miska’s engineering qualifications, he was 
keen to get back into mining, so in 1979 he 
headed west.
 After a year labouring around Perth and in 

40 buckets of snails and an ‘accidental’ Aussie 

WA’s North-West, Miska pitched up in 1981 
in Darwin where he first met Rosemary at the 
Jabiru uranium mine.
 Rosemary is an ‘accidental’ Australian.
 If there had been a good obstetrician in Fiji, 
she would have been born there to her third-
generation Fijian father and WA-born mother 
who had returned home to have Rosemary.
 “It was a free life (in Fiji) and the kids ran 
riot – we spoke Fijian at home until Mum 
wanted us to learn English so we ended up 
speaking a sort of pidjin,” said Rosemary 
who still favours cassava over potato.
 Rosemary had just started school when her 
family moved to Fielding in New Zealand 

and two years later to Perth.
 “It was a huge culture shock,” said 
Rosemary. “And believe it or not, I was very 
shy until my 40s.”
 Rosemary left school at 17 and started 
training as a nurse.
 She married when she was 20 and nursed 
and drove taxis through both her pregnancies.
 Her children were toddlers when the family 
headed north in a clapped-out caravan to look 
for work.
 They settled in Parabadoo for a year then 
Onslow where Rosemary continued to nurse 
while they were caretaking the airport.
 After three years in the Pilbara the family 

headed to Darwin where they both got work 
at Jabiru mine site.
 Rosemary worked in the kitchen and 
vaguely knew Miska who was “funny and 
always courteous but he didn’t speak much 
English”.
 “He had a shaved head and a moustache 
down to his chest,” laughs Rosemary. 
“Everyone called him Genghis”.
 After a year, Rosemary’s family headed to 
Mackay in Queensland while Miska stayed 
in Darwin.
 Her six-year marriage was on the rocks and 
Rosemary plotted her escape. 
 Leaving on the pretext of visiting her 
mother, Rosemary was stranded in Perth and 
desperately needed a loan to get her kids to 
WA.
 With no job and no guarantor for a loan, 
Rosemary was totally despondent when a 
sharp whistle attracted her attention in St 
George’s Terrace.
 It was Genghis.
 They hardly knew each other but Miska 
offered to stand as guarantor.
 Rosemary got the kids back and her 
relationship with Miska grew from there.
 They married in 1984, had a daughter and 
based themselves in Kalgoorlie for the next 
17 years.
 Miska built a house on the cheapest block 
in town and they also bought 2ha of land out 
of town where they established a snail farm.
 Researching the snails eventually 
led Rosemary to obtaining a degree in 
Environmental Science and Biology from 
Murdoch University.
 “It started out with kids bringing in 
containers of snails for a dollar and turned 
into a thriving business for the next 10 
years,” said Rosemary.
 The Madacsis are practical people who 
know how to adapt and bring ideas to reality.
 They co-founded Toodyay’s annual 
International Food Festival in 2005 and “ran 
it on a shoestring” for three years.
 Rosemary was a Toodyay Shire Councillor 
from 2011 to 2015 and spearheaded 
opposition to the Opal Vale landfill tip for 
metropolitan household rubbish in Hoddys 
Well.
 While the Madacsis have recently stepped 
back from many of their community 
commitments, you get the feeling they are 
not done yet.

Rosemary and Miska Madacsi on their West Toodyay property.

Continued from Page 1.
MR SCOTT declined to comment on his 
email to former Cr Granger because he said 
it was “confidential communication which 
was never intended for publication”.
 Local Government Minister David 
Templeman said on April 27 that his 
department was “currently dealing with 
information provided by the shire” about Ms 
Granger’s concerns.
 A Local  Government Department 
spokesperson said on May 31 that the 
shire was also still being “monitored by 

the department in relation to a number of 
compliance issues”.
 This followed concerns about shire 
operations, policies and procedures – 
including responses to Freedom of 
Information requests – raised last year by 
the Toodyay Progress Association.
 The department said it did not accept 
or agree with the shire’s “reasons and 
expanations” which “demonstrated not only 
a lack of understanding of the provisions 
of the legislation but also a propensity to 
misinterpret other legalities and procedures”.

Shire still being ‘monitored’ – department

Duke Street bridge closure raises safety concerns for users
THE STATE Government closed the Duke 
Street footbridge across Toodyay’s busy 
railway line last month after a woman was 
injured when she fell on the uneven surface.
 She hurt her knee and right side and 
reported the accident to the Shire of Toodyay, 
which resulted in the Public Transport 
Authority posting a sign (left) closing the 
bridge for “inspection and repair”.
 Perth PTA spokesman David Hynes said 
the authority “will investigate the most 
appropriate options for the bridge” after 
obtaining a structural report on its condition.
 “The pedestrian bridge over the freight 
railway at Toodyay is not the only way to 
cross the tracks in this area – there are a 
number of other options for residents,” he 
said.
 However, wheelchair and gopher users say  
they are afraid to use the Toodyay railway 
station pedestrian crossing because of the 
speed at which heavy freight trains approach, 
and fear falling off the  narrow, bumpy 
crossing and becoming trapped on the rails.

 “There’s a blind woman who won’t use 
the railway station crossing because it’s too 
dangerous,” one regular bridge user said.
 The Harper Street rail underpass adds more 
than two kilometres to a return trip to town  
and the other rail crossing on the Hamersley 
Road heavy-haulage bypass has no footpath.

 The PTA said in 2015 that it didn’t believe 
the bridge complied with federal disability 
law and that it would be far more difficult 
for a person in a wheelchair to use than the 
railway station crossing.
 Shire President Brian Rayner said the PTA 
should repair the bridge as soon as possible.

PTA inspectors assess the Duke Street bridge.

The Indian Pacific approaches the Toodyay 
railway station pedestrian crossing at high 
speed.
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LETTERS

The Toodyay Herald invites you to have your say in our letters page. Please 
email us at news@toodyayherald.com.au with your full name, address and 
phone number. Letters that are short, sharp and to the point about topical 
local issues are preferred. The Herald reserves the right to edit letters for 
length, grammar and punctuation.

OPEN for business 
TUESDAY TO FRIDAY 10AM -3PM

SATURDAY 9AM -12PM

TEL: 0427 701 968

a shed load of books

The Book Shed

42 OLIVER STREET, NORTHAM

The way we were – Driving monster steam tractors like this was the way local pioneers once worked the land. This photograph is on 
display at Connor’s Mill but lacks information about when and where it was taken, or who is pictured. Toodyay’s Newcastle Gaol Museum 
(9574 9380) would like to hear from anyone who may be able to provide any information about it. Photo: Newcastle Gaol Museum.

Not out to get shire
I’M LED to believe that some of the local 
bed and breakfast accommodation owners 
have decided not to provide a copy of The 
Toodyay Herald newspaper for out-of-
town guests to read.
 They do this believing that some visitors 
are here to look around, with perhaps the 
intention of eventually buying into the 
lifestyle, and hosts are concerned that 
what their guests see printed in The Herald 
about the council may put them off.
 Given that it’s the local newspaper’s job 
to report the facts and not pick and choose 
what may or may not paint a positive 
profile, I would strongly suggest it’s not 
The Herald’s job to promote Toodyay and 
constantly show the town in a good light 
when things are not up to scratch.
 It’s the people and council’s job to show 
the town in a good honest light.
 Like any newspaper, it’s The Herald’s 
job to report the facts and, in my opinion, 
our local newspaper does just that.
 It is however the council’s job to listen to 
the people, to be accountable in all things 
and to think and plan beyond the obvious.
  And, by doing exactly that, I would 
strongly suggest the town’s profile would 
be painted in glowing rainbow colours … 
in every issue.
 The Herald, as I see it, is not out to get 
the Shire CEO or the council.
 Our local newspaper, along with others, 
is simply asking for accountability 
and an overall collegiate approach to 
aiding Toodyay’s forward growth into a 
community that does not only benefit the 
many long-term families in the area but 
also the greater majority of those who 
have chosen to put the city behind them 
and become local ratepayers.
 If people are concerned by what they 
interpret as an ongoing attack on the CEO 
and council, I would further suggest that 
it’s in the CEO’s power to quickly and 
easily turn it all around into a win-win for 
everyone.
 This could be done by embracing the 
collective intelligence of the town, the 
skills, the pool of experience and the great 
desire to be here.
 It could be done simply by asking for 
help, for ideas, by eliminating the need for 
confidentiality and by trusting the people.

Barb Dadd
Toodyay

Unafraid to be howled down
WHAT an excellent and well-researched 
and presented discussion (in last month’s 
Herald) on how we the ratepayers could 
have seen rates decrease by eight per cent 
only for it to be voted down last month 
by the same Toodyay councillors who 
oversaw previous shire budgets.
 This in itself means how crucial the 
current council by-elections in Toodyay’s 
Central and West Wards will be.
 Surely the newly elected councillors 
will now see more than ever how we need 
representatives with the same conviction as 
East Ward Cr Ben Bell, unafraid of being 
howled down to get their message across 
that the ratepayers are doing it tough.
 Who in the shire thinks that a 140 per 
cent increase in its wages bill is deserved?
 Is it any wonder the WA Salaries and 
Allowances Tribunal has announced that 
payments for local government CEOs and 
councillors cannot rise in the 2018-19 
financial year?
 As ratepayers, we should be demanding 
answers from our ward councillors about 
why shire services are still at 2013 levels 
but rates have blown out.
 What did they think the extra rates they 
voted for over this period were to cover?
 This coming financial year’s budget 
should not be approved until the new 
councillors are elected and have gone 
through the proposed budget with a fine 
tooth comb and fully understand the effect 
their decision will have on ratepayers.

Grant Williams
Toodyay

Thank you Toodyay
ON BEHALF of the Leukaemia Foundation 
I would like to extend our sincere thanks 
and gratitude to readers of  The Toodyay 
Herald for their incredible support of this 
year’s 20th World’s Greatest Shave.
 The extraordinary people who shaved, 
cut or coloured their hair plus all their 
generous sponsors have now raised an 
incredible $1,693,488 in WA alone.

A local treasure
IN MAY 2017 The Toodyay Herald 
published a story about my great-uncle 
Max Messenger, a son of Toodyay.
 Born in 1922 and raised in Toodyay, 
he left to join the air force to defend his 
country when war broke out.
 Sadly, he passed away on May 9 at 
Hollywood Private Hospital.
 For more than 40 years Max returned to 
Toodyay each year on Anzac Day for the 
local RSL service.
 This year he was in hospital and too weak 
to travel at age 95, so five generations came 
to him and met in the main foyer for the 
Anzac service.
 Max ran the power station in Connor’s 
Mill in Toodyay from the age of 15 before 
enlisting to serve his country.
  He was the sole survivor of the original 
77th Squadron RAAF which fiercely 
defended Darwin from the Japanese, and 
he participated in many heroic actions 
during his service.
 Max was also the last of his generation 
in our family.
 He was a gentleman and a Toodyay 
treasure. His was a life well lived.
 Max leaves behind his beautiful wife 
Audene, aged 93, who will be loved and 
comforted by the four generations under 
her.

Leanne Vanderburg
Singleton

 This will help the Leukaemia Foundation 
continue to provide its vital services that 
will make a genuine difference to local 
families facing blood cancer.
 T h e s e  s e r v i c e s  i n c l u d e  f r e e 
accommodation, transport, emotional 
support and disease-specific education.
 Funds raised also contribute to Australian 
researchers who are working tirelessly to 
discover safer and more effective treatments 
through their critical research.
 Thank you for your support.

Bill Petch
CEO Leukaemia Foundation

Festival time
WASN’T it great to see our town come 
alive again in recent weeks with two great 
street festivals in the space of a month?
 We are blessed to live in a beautiful fertile 
valley with a vibrant community that works 
hard and knows how to party.
 It was fun looking back through last 
month’s Moondyne Festival photographs 
to pick the best to publish, and we hope 
you enjoy seeing them as much as we did 
as a reminder of that magical day.
 And many thought this month’s Toodyay 
Fibre Festival was our best yet, especially 
the way it turned Stirling Terrace yet again 
into a carnival of creativity, entertainment 
and celebration of our special community.
 And that’s just the start, though there’ll 
be a lull next month until the Avon Descent 
and International Food Fair in August, 
Toodyay Picnic Race Day in September 
and the Toodyay Show in October.
 Bridgetown recently started calling 
itself WA’s ‘Winter Capital’ and adorns its 
valley town with twinkling blue lights for 
a festival of events from June to August.
 Perhaps there is scope for Toodyay – 
which is much closer to Perth’s tourist 
market than the Blackwood Valley – to 
become WA’s new ‘Christmas in July’ 
capital with a nativity pageant, three wise 
men, Santa Claus and feasts of sugared 
almonds, roast turkey and plum pudding.
 In the meantime rain is falling at last after 
a worryingly dry autumn, and local farmers 
have been working flat out on tractors to 
seed this year’s crop.
 Morning mists have returned to our 
valleys, hills that now glisten with morning 
dew are turning green, and winter creeks 
flow again on their long journey to the sea.
 Toodyay – ancient land of the Ballardong 
people and now our wonderful home too – 
you are the best.

Have you voted yet?
BY THE time you read this, most people 
registered to vote in the Shire of Toodyay’s 
Central and West Wards will have already 
returned their postal ballot papers before 
polls close at 6pm on Friday June 15.
 Some Morangup voters may not have got 
their ballot papers in the mail because they 
have lot number addresses instead of street 
numbers but can still obtain their voting 
slips from the shire offices in Fiennes 
Street, Toodyay, to cast their vote there.
 We’re not telling anyone who to tick but 
urge everyone to at least cast their vote.
 The choices include a return to the past or 
a vote for the future – it’s for you to decide.

Michael Sinclair-Jones
Editor
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Service and Maintenance - Residential & Commercial

08 9295 6263

Ben Bell

IT FEELS like a lifetime ago since Western 
Australia was enjoying the high-life thanks 
largely to the insatiable demand from 
China for this State’s iron ore and other 
mineral commodities.
 During those days, house prices soared 
as people streamed across the Nullarbor 
from the eastern states to join the mining 
boom, incomes continued to rise and no 
one appeared to raise an eyebrow when 
being charged $15 or so for a beer at the 
pub.
 It was during these hedonistic days that 
governments at all levels in Australia made 
big spending commitments and took on 
enormous levels of debt.
 The local government of Toodyay was 
not exempt from this and, rather than 
using the good times to pay down debt and 
improve community services, it appears 
to have acted as if the mining boom was 
never going to end.
 How else can we explain the decision by 
the council to commit to building a $23 
million recreation and sports centre when 
the Shire’s annual income via rates was 
around $5 million.
 I guess the thinking was that people’s 
incomes would continue to rise indefinitely 
and, as a result, the Shire could continue to 
tap its ratepayers for more and more money 
each year.
 As the good-old saying goes, those who 
don’t learn from history are destined to 
repeat the mistakes of the past. 
 Just as Australia has experienced 

The party is over – it’s time to cut shire rates
numerous mining booms, each boom 
similarly ends with an abrupt and 
unforeseen bust.
 Jobs are lost, the number of houses up 
for sale seems to double overnight as 
large numbers of people migrate back to 
their home towns on the east coast, and 
local, state and federal governments find 
themselves in tough financial positions 
because they have over-extended 
themselves for, in many instances, building 
‘white elephant’ projects.
 That is where we in the Shire of Toodyay 
find ourselves today.
 Right now, the shire has debts of more 
than $2 million of which almost half relates 
to loans associated with the recreation and 
sporting precinct.
 The number of light and passenger 
vehicles owned by the shire now stands 
at 23, which equates to just over one shire 
vehicle for every two shire employees.
 I completely understand that when times 
are good, expenditure may become a little 
less disciplined.
 But just as all of us need to adjust our 
household, farm and business budgets 
when times become a little leaner, so too 
should governments.
 It’s not easy – I understand that.
 No one likes to tell their kids that they 
can’t have something because they don’t 
have the money.
 But if the money is just not there, then 
what else can a parent do?
 The same is true for the Shire of Toodyay.
 Just because the shire issued a 10-
year plan back in 2013 stating it wants 
to increase rates by five per cent above 
inflation each and every year, should not 
mean that it should do so in complete 
indifference to changes in the broader 
economic environment.
 When the people within your community 
are struggling to find work and those in 
employment haven’t had a pay rise for 

years, it is nothing short of heartless for 
any shire to impose increased rates on its 
community.
 It is for that reason that other local 
governments such as the City of Stirling 
have frozen any rate increase this year.
 Many others have applied very modest 
increases on their ratepayers this year but, 
saying that, none of these shires had the 
audacity to increase rates by 10 per cent in 
a single year as the Shire of Toodyay did a 
couple of years ago. 
 The time has come for the shire 
administration to look beyond their stated 
10-year plan and appreciate that their 
pursuit of a protracted and unsustainable 
goal of ramping rates each year, far beyond 
what is sensible, may actually be hurting 
the very community it should be seeking 
to serve.
 It is particularly sad to see that while the 
amount of money the shire is raking in 
every year from rates has been increasing, 
the amount of money the shire spends on 
community services as a percentage of rate 
revenue has been steadily declining.
 It is now at a point where only less than 
20 per cent of the money paid in rates by 
the Toodyay community finds its way back 
into funding community services.
 Obviously, this trend is not sustainable 
and needs to be re-addressed quickly.
 Toodyay is a vibrant place to live and, 
like most in this community, I wouldn’t 
live anywhere else in the world.
 But if the shire continues to pursue a 
policy of increasing rates far beyond what 
is reasonable (as it has been doing to date), 
we may find that some in the community 
will have no choice but to sell up and move 
out of Toodyay (against their will) just 
because they can no longer afford to live 
here.
 An independent review of the Shire 
of Toodyay earlier this year has already 
confirmed that our community pays more 

rates than almost every other similar shire 
in WA.
 The same report also indicated that the 
level of services provided by the Shire of 
Toodyay is less than most other shires.
 So, you and I are already paying higher 
rates and receiving less services and 
facilities than similar communities 
elsewhere in WA.
 Like many in this community, I have 
been urging the shire to re-balance this 
rates versus services issue, and to do so 
without increasing the financial burden on 
the community.
 And it is absolutely achievable.
 During that mining and resource boom 
period of years ago now, a fair bit of ‘fat’ 
found its way into the accounts of the Shire 
of Toodyay, not the least of which was the 
substantial pay increases councillors gave 
themselves. 
 Even on a quick review, it is immediately 
apparent that rates could be cut by eight per 
cent this year without it having any impact 
on all on the services the shire provides the 
community.
 All the shire needs to do is realise that the 
mining boom party is over and it is time 
to bring your rates back down in line with 
other shires in Western Australia.

The 
Insider
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A PERTH taxi driver got the shock of his life 
last month when Toodyay police pulled over 
his cab in Oddfellows Street.
 He had five passengers from Perth on 
what appeared to be a shopping trip through 
Midland, Gidgegannup and Toodyay, and was 
expecting a big fare.
 But his passengers turned out to be a gang of 
thieves who had stolen several thousand dollars 
from a large number of shops, liquor stores 
and hotels – including at least four businesses 
in Toodyay – through fraudulent EFTPOS 
transactions.
 “They did it by starting an EFTPOS 
transaction before an accomplice distracted  
the store attendant’s attention,” Sgt Flaherty 
said.
 “While this was going on, the other gang 
member secretly manipulated the EFTPOS 
machine to enable the purchase to be completed 
with no actual payment made.”
 Another method was to distract the store 
keeper, secretly add a zero to the sale price and 
– after the transaction was completed – decide 
not to buy the item and obtain a refund for the 
bigger amount.
 “We are aware of at least four fraudulent 
transactions in Toodyay for amounts of up to 
$800 each,” Sgt Flaherty said.
 “The taxi driver was very surprised when we 
stopped him and discovered that he could have 
been defrauded too.
 “We arrested four young men and a woman 
who were taken to Northam, where they were 
refused bail and held in custody pending court 
appearances.
 “They were part of a bigger group that we 
were alerted to in recent weeks.
 “The five arrested in Toodyay were charged 
with a large number of offences, including 27 
charges against one of them.
 “The Toodyay arrests followed a call from a 
local trader about fraudulent activity.
 “The case is now being handled in Perth by 
detectives from the Organised Crime Squad 
and the Technology Crime Squad.
 “We have lots of local video security camera 
footage to help the investigations.”
 Sgt Flaherty said local police planned to 
invite the Toodyay Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry to form a local liaison group to share 
information about criminal activity that might 
affect their businesses.
 “If local traders can share information with 
each other about suspicious activity, it will 
help guard them collectively against fraudulent 

Toodyay Community Safety and 
Crime Prevention Association
Desraé Clarke

THE WA POLICE Community Crime 
Prevention Fund has approved our grant 
application for development of a Toodyay 
safety and crime prevention website.
 The website will provide links to e-Watch, 
Eyes on the Street, Business and Home 
Security, Safety for Senior Citizens, Toodyay’s 
Choose Respect program, and Bullying/
Cyberbullying.
 e-Watch is an easy way to find out what’s 
happening in the community and it connects 
with local police and the council.
 It enables community access to crime 
reporting, community alerts such as stolen 
vehicle information, burglary data, and so on.
 Eyes-on-the-Street ties in with e-Watch in 

Computer Safety
Phil Hart

COMPUTERS and tablets seem like innocuous 
devices and they are generally fairly safe, when 
you use them appropriately.
 Used inappropriately, these devices can 
damage your health, in some cases severely.
 Health risks can range from feelings of slight 
discomfort through to deep vein thrombosis 
which can cause leg swelling, leg ulcers and 
pulmonary embolism.
 There are two keys to minimising the health 
risks of using such devices.
 The first is to feel comfortable at all times 
when you are using them.
 The second is to avoid sitting still for too 
long.
 With desktop computers, it is easy to position 
the keyboard, mouse and monitor for ease of 
use.
 With laptops, having a separate keyboard can 
make seeing the screen easier and it can cost 
less than $20.
 With tablets there is usually something of 

Taxi ferries thieves on fraudulent shopping spree

activity and also help us to catch offenders,” 
Sgt Flaherty said.

Cold weather advice
THE ONSET of cold, wintry weather has 
prompted a warning for local people to take 
extra care when using electric bar heaters to 
stay warm.
 “Every year sees two or three Wheatbelt 
house fires caused by electric bar heaters,” Sgt 
Flaherty said.
 “Falling asleep huddled close to an electric 
bar heater with a blanket accidentally touching 
the element can cause an unexpected fire 
and serious injury, particularly if synthetic 
materials are involved.
 “We’re urging everyone to stay warm but stay 
safe.”

$500,000 security upgrade
TOODYAY Police Station is undergoing a 
$500,000 security upgrade.
 A new ‘security suite’ is being built on the 
eastern side of the building to improve facilities 
for processing people who have been arrested, 
pending same-day release on bail.

 “It won’t be an overnight lock-up facility but 
will help make the station more efficient and 
secure,” Sgt Flaherty said.
 The extensions include a new under-cover 
parking area behind a side gate next to the 
Victoria Hotel, and a remodelled security 
entrance and processing area.
 The work is expected to be completed by the 
end of next month.
No rego, licence or valid plates

THE NUMBER of serious traffic accidents and 
‘hoon’ driving incidents in Toodyay has fallen 
in recent months but police have been kept busy 
dealing with other traffic offences.
 “We’re still finding people driving with 
no licence, no vehicle registration or altered 
plates,” Sgt Flaherty said.
 “Apart from being illegal, they are not 
covered by vehicle or injury insurance and risk 
having to pay thousands of dollars in damages 
if they are involved in an accident, as well as 
the cost of fines and other penalties.”

Movement at the station
SEN. CONST. Geoff Butler will leave Toodyay 
at the end of this month to take up a new 
position in Halls Creek.
 He has served just over two years in Toodyay, 
including a stint as acting sergeant while 
regular Toodyay police chief Sgt Warren 
Conder was on leave.

 Sgt Conder and his wife, Sen. Const. Nikki 
Turner, are currently on a two-month overseas 
holiday and will return in August.
 Sgt Flaherty, who lives in Toodyay but 
normally works in Northam, is filling in locally 
for Sgt Conder.
 This is his second stint in that role.
Shire backing sought on rent
THE WA Police Union has written to Toodyay 
Shire President Brian Rayner asking him to 
help oppose rent increases for regional police 
living in State Government housing.
 The union says the Government plans to 
increase rents by $30 a week – or $1560 a year.
 This follows an annual $1000 pay increase for 
all officers regardless of rank, which equates 
to a pay cut of $560 a year for police who rent 
Government housing.
 “Police officers in Toodyay have seen $60 
per week added to their rents over the past two 
years,” a police union spokesperson said.
 “The increase goes against the trend of rental 
prices which have fallen across the state.
 “This is a real issue which will have negative 
flow-on effects on residents in your community 
if it is not addressed.
 “If the rent increase proceeds, police officers 
will leave regional communities and it will be 
difficult to entice new police officers to your 
town.
 “It is too risky for police officers to source 
their own rental properties because – unlike 
nurses and teachers – they can be moved 
against their will at the drop of a hat, leaving 
them at risk of paying rent in two towns.
 “As a show of support for your local police 
officers, we ask that you raise this matter with 
the WA Local Government Association.”
 (Crs Rayner, Paula Greenway and two 
proxy council delegates are due to attend 
the association’s annual general meeting and 
convention in Perth from August 1-3.)
 A local police union spokesman said all seven 
Toodyay police officers lived in the shire but 
five of Gingin’s seven officers lived elsewhere.
 “Police who work as drive-in\drive-out 
officers in regional towns don’t get to connect 
as closely with the communities they serve as 
those who live locally.
 “Increasing rents for police housing will only 
make that situation worse.
 “What’s the value of a $1000 annual pay rise 
if your rent goes up by $1560 over the same 
period?”

Sgt Flaherty at the site of new $500,000 extensions to Toodyay police station.

EFTPOS fraud gang caught in Toodyay. 

Comfort is the key to safe computer use
a compromise because of the need to look at 
where your fingers are on the display, often 
resulting in looking downwards, which can 
cause a stiff or sore neck.
 In all three cases, it is a good idea to stand 
up and move around for at least five minutes 
every hour.
 The level of light can sometimes be a problem 
and even modern devices are no match for 
bright sunlight.
 If you use a tablet outside, it is a good idea 
to find some shade first.
 Words and pictures can be too small for 
comfort on smaller tablets, so it pays to use the 
pinch-and-zoom feature when it is available.
 Squinting at the display on a tablet can cause 
blinding headaches. Useful advice on using 
tablets can be found at bit.ly/2ErA8FH.
 Next time you sit down to use a device, pause 
for a moment to look at and think about how 
you are sitting, where you are looking and 
where you have put your arms, hands, fingers, 
legs, neck and head and ask yourself: “Am I 
sitting comfortably?”
 Happy surfing.

New local website to boost community safety
the reporting of suspicious behaviour, graffiti 
activity and so on.
 Business and Home Security provides 
businesses with information on office layout, 
suggestions for security options, garden 
landscaping and security lock information.
 Over the past few months our local police 
have facilitated community safety talks and 
discussions for senior citizens and these 
discussions will continue on the website.
 The website will also feature the Choose 
Respect campaign, an extremely successful 
program in both city and country areas.
 Website links will also educate on how to 
cope with bullying and cyberbullying in the 
workplace, sporting and school areas, etc.
 To contact: Toodyay Police ring 9574 
9995; Crimestoppers, 1800 333 000 and, 
to report graffiti, ring 1800 442 255 or visit 
goodbyegrafitti.wa.gov.au.
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Local brigades stretched by lack of fire care
Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade 
Bejoording
From the desk of The Badger

IT SEEMS the quiet period was anything but 
quiet. Just because fire bans are lifted, due 
care and attention shouldn’t be.
 April and May have been very warm, dry 
months and the fire risk is still very high.
 Irresponsible behaviour, or simply a lack 
of attention, pushed fire brigade resources to 
their limit during May.
 Since the fire bans were lifted there have 
been numerous call-outs stretching the 
resources of all brigades.
 Most of these were small burn-offs and 
bonfires that got out of control due to the 

Local hobby farmers have asked the Bejoording Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade to help with controlled burns, which provide new members with training opportunities.

super-dry conditions and the problem of 
even a light breeze, or fires that were left 
unattended by overconfident land owners.
 Common sense should tell you that fires 
and any level of wind don’t go together.
 In many cases more units are called out 
than necessary until the true fire condition 
is known; after all, it’s better to be over-
resourced than under-resourced.
 Some call outs were in the evenings or 
during the night, especially when fires were 
left unattended.
 When units are called out, there is no ‘wait 
and see’ time.
 Volunteers immediately drop what they are 
doing and leave their dinner tables, families, 
jobs or their beds.

 They suit up into protective clothing, head 
for their fire sheds and have often  barely hit 
the road before being stood down.
 On more than one occasion recently this 
has happened multiple times on the same day.
 The net result was the reintroduction of a 
fire ban in late May, but recent rains have 
eased the pressure.
 Spare a thought for our volunteers and 
their families, and the inconvenience and 
disruption they suffer when the cause is just 
a lack of forethought or care.
 On the positive side of burn-offs, a number 
of small-acreage owners have utilised our 
brigade to help with controlled burn-offs and 
we have been able to use these as training 
exercises for members new and old.

 Fire bans should be lifted by the time you 
read this but the Bejoording Volunteer Bush 
Fire Brigade asks you to remember to always 
plan and prepare before lighting any fire for 
any reason and to have a clear contingency 
strategy in place should things get out of 
control.
 Even at the safest times of the year, fires 
can pose a risk to people and property, 
whether it’s burning off on your acreage or 
a backyard bonfire, so please take care.
 Our next meeting at the shed will be on 
Friday June 15 at 5.45 pm.
  If you have any questions remember you 
can contact Captain Barry Grey on 9574 
2149, or The Badger on 9574 4834. Please 
leave a message if we’re not there.

Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Coondle Nunile
Max J Heath

WELL, the end of fire permits has really 
created havoc around the district.
 There were six turnout calls on May 24 due 
to people trying to burn before the rain came.
Somehow the message didn’t get around that 
all burning was prohibited.
 A lot of people were burning off without 
taking enough care; since open burning was 
declared there were a lot of call-outs.
 This really put the volunteers under the 

End of permits creates havoc
pump, especially mid-week when we are 
down on numbers.
 Unfortunately we have had a couple of 
incidences where people burning off abused 
the volunteers who attended the incident.
 This is not on.We are volunteers and 
shouldn’t have to put up with abuse when 
trying to do what we don’t get paid to do.
 Our 1.4 vehicle decided to have a hissy 
fit recently on the fireground and that really 
is not a good feeling when firefighting. 
However, all is sorted out now.
 Our brigade is having a wood raffle on the 
June 2-3 and would really like your support.

Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Toodyay Central
Mick McKeown

CENTRAL Brigade responded to more than 
60 call-outs during the last year including 
fires in the neighbouring shires of Northam 
and Chittering.
 Over the year, 24 Central members 
attended at least one call-out and 10 members 
attended more than 10 call-outs.
 Remarkably, in January there was only one 
call-out in the Shire of Toodyay, a record that 
was blotted by the shambles that occurred on 
May 24 and 25, but more about that in next 
month’s report.
 Toodyay Central Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade held its AGM in May.
 At the AGM, the captain thanked our 
brigade lieutenants Mick Devlin and Peter 
Brennan, secretary Karen Hansen, treasurer 
Bronwyn King, maintenance officers Barry 
Stokie and Will Hort, Fire Control Officers 
Brian Wood, Rowan Hunter and John 
Hansen, chairman Paul Thompson, and all 
members who contributed to the brigade 
during the year.
 Office bearers for the coming year elected 
at the AGM are: captain Mick McKeown; 
lieutenants Mick Devlin, Peter Brennan 
and John Hansen; secretary Lorraine Hort; 
treasurer Bronwyn King; maintenance 
officers Barry Stokie and Will Hort, and 
chairman Paul Thompson.
 Desraé Clarke was awarded Life 
Membership for more than 20 years’ service, 
since joining Central as a foundation member 
in 1996 – thanks Desraé.
 John Hansen was named Volunteer of the 

Volunteer of the Year John Hansen and new Life Member Desraé Clarke with their awards.

John and Desraé get their gongs
Year 2017/2018 for attending more than 15 
call-outs as a fire-fighter and many others as 
a Fire Control Officer.
 He prepared and co-ordinated the creation 
of our mobile phone information application.
 John organised a Bushfire Ready Group in 
the Majestic Heights area and helped with 
organising another group in Hoddys Well.
 If you are interested in finding out more 
about our brigade, or if you would like to 
join our brigade, please get in touch with our 
captain Mick McKeown on 0439 998 808 or 
our secretary Lorraine Hort on 0407 421 234.
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One day course to be held on

Tuesday 19th June 2018 and
Saturday 30th June 2018

THIS year’s Thank a Volunteer Day on 
May 18 was a true community event with 
organisations and businesses working 
together to celebrate the contribution of 
Toodyay’s many volunteers.
 Seventy volunteers were treated to 
refreshments and an evening of entertainment 
by the Toodyay Community Singers in the 
courtyard of the Toodyay Visitor centre.
  Shire President Brian Rayner and 2018 
Citizen of the Year Kim Maddrell spoke 
about the importance of volunteering before 
Kim cut an enormous cake donated by the 
Toodyay Bakery.

Kim Maddrell cuts the volunteers’ cake with Therese Chitty (centre) and Mary Donegan-
Guthrie. Photo: Debra Andrijich.

 The event was organised and hosted by 
shire staff with The Cola Cafe providing the 
catering.
 The Toodyay Lolly Shop donated lolly bags 
and Toodyay Club supplied the glassware for 
the event, which was jointly sponsored by 
the Shire of Toodyay, Toodyay Op Shop and 
Toodyay and Districts Bendigo Community 
Bank.
  The annual event is a chance for all local 
volunteers to get together, relax and enjoy 
themselves. It’s a day when their countless 
hours of voluntary service are recognised 
and rewarded.

70 volunteers saluted

St John Ambulance
Carolynne Haigh

APRIL was a busy month for us, attending 
a total of 70 patients and travelling a total 
of 7,678kms.
 Three of the callouts were attended by 
our Bolgart crews, 22 by Morangup crews 
and the remaining 45 were attended by 
Toodyay crews.
 Ten of the calls were hospital transfers 
with the remaining 60 being people in the 
local communities.
 May was quite a bit quieter with only 37 
callouts with only a week left in the month.
 This has allowed the volunteers a bit of 
time to recoup and have some maintenance 
carried out on the ambulances.
 Progress at the Morangup sub-branch has 
come to a pause with the volunteers who 
have worked endlessly to get it to lock-up 

Morangup ambos take some 
time out to go fishing

stage taking a well-earned rest and finding 
time to go and do some fishing.
 We currently have five of our members 
up-skilling to become Level 2 officers 
which will benefit the service greatly and  
two new volunteers will soon be joining 
us.
 If you have some time to spare and feel 
passionate about helping your community, 
and sometimes other communities, why 
not consider becoming a volunteer.
 To apply, go to the St John Saves Lives 
website and follow the links or call into 
the office and talk to Carolynne.
 Perhaps you need to update your first-aid 
certificate? The next course to be held at 
the sub-centre will be on Saturday June 23. 
Please contact Carolynne on 9574 2390 or 
0428 957 600 for an enrolment form.
 Keep safe, keep well but remember, if 
you need us, call 000 and we will be there.

TOODYAY and Northam SES will soon 
have Automated External Defibrillators 
(AEDs) thanks to a $100,000 donation 
from the RAC to the state’s emergency 
services units.
 The life-saving equipment will be 
provided as part of the recent Wear 
Orange Wednesday which recognises SES 
volunteers.
 The AEDs are literally life savers as 
patients who receive early CPR and 
defibrillation with a locally available AED 
survive at approximately five times the rate 
of those who do not have access to either.

New life-savers 
on the way
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1.2m steel fence banned in central heritage area.

EMERGENCY SERVICES

Walk amongst “Free Range Emus” 
in natural bushland

•	 Guided	Tours	
•	 Emu	Products	Shop		
•	 Dining	Area
•	 Tea	and	Coffee
•	 Ice	Cream	and	Cool	Drinks
•	 Toilets
•	 Ample	Parking	

Coach	and	School		Groups	by	Appointment

Open Daily 10AM – 4PM
Phone 9574 1415

TOODYAY 
EMU FARM

Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Julimar
Grant Scobie

IT’S ABOUT time the rain came; it’s been 
all too dry out there.
 Hopefully, from a firie’s point of view, it’s 
here to stay.
 Recently, there was an ABC News report 
with the headline – Exhausted volunteer 
firefighters stretched thin in WA as hazard 
reduction burns get out of control – and it’s 
true.
 From the beginning of October 2017 to 
the end of May 2018, give or take a week 
or two either way, we have what we call the 
‘bushfire season’.
 During this time firefighters are on standby 
for whatever the conditions may bring us, 
hoping against hope that the pager won’t go 
off. Then, the ‘silly season’ begins.
 The ‘silly season’ is when people are 
allowed to burn without permits. The ‘silly 
season’ is when some people don’t take 
enough precautions such as clearing around 
whatever they want to burn, checking the 
weather for wind conditions and considering 
the dryness of the grass, scrub or bush around 
the proposed burn.
 Here’s something to try but only when it’s 
safe to do so – it can even be tried when it’s 
raining.
 Light a bonfire in the evening and observe 
how the embers fly metres into the air and 
then watch how far and high they fly, still 
glowing, with the wind or breeze.
 Embers are a major cause of burns getting 
out of control.
 Depending on the precipitation, bush fire 
brigades in general attend more fires in the 
‘silly season’ than in the rest of the year.
 Normally, the fires are small and easily 
contained and controlled but recent weather, 

or the lack of it, has meant that there have 
been many fires taking up much of the 
volunteers’ lives.
 Have you ever wondered about who these 
volunteers are? They’re people who give 
up their own time, and sometimes paid 
employment, to look after their neighbours’ 
properties.
 In Toodyay, we have a number of volunteer 
brigades. The Volunteer Fire and Rescue 
Service – the red trucks – deals with house 
fires, car crash rescues, hazardous material 
spills and bush fires.
 The Volunteer Bush Fire Brigades (VBFB) 
– the white trucks – are based around the 
shire with sheds in Toodyay (Toodyay 
Central VBFB), Coondle (Coondle-Nunile 
VBFB) Bejoording (Bejoording VBFB), 
Morangup (Morangup VBFB) and Julimar 
(Julimar VBFB).
 And, talking about volunteer emergency 
service groups, we have St John Ambulance 
with ambulances available from Toodyay (3), 
Morangup (1) and Bolgart (1) and a State 
Emergency Services (SES) brigade based 
in Morangup.
 So where do all these firefighters and 
emergency service vollies come from? Next 
door, down the road, around the corner – 
they’re ordinary folk who generally live 
ordinary lives until they’re called upon to 
do extraordinary things, usually for nothing 
but a thank you from other volunteers.
  Even the Chief Bush Fire Control Officer, 
the Deputy Chief Bush Fire Control Officers, 
the Fire Control Officers, the Captains, 
Lieutenants and firefighters are unpaid 
professionals who look after our shire 
and also travel to other areas to help our 
neighbours.
  Spare a thought for the volunteers when 
you are thinking of lighting up.
 Don’t be ‘silly’.

Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade 
Morangup
Sue Maddrell

THE BRIGADE started off the month with 
training.
 Wayne Weaver and friends from Central 
came down to go over the 12.2 tanker.
 Wayne explained the procedure and what 
he likes to see happen when brigades come 
to fill up from the truck.
 The 12.2 is a 12,000-litre tanker primarily 
used to supply water for firefighting and it 
is positioned well away from any oncoming 
fire.
 Some of our new recruits were at the 
training and later that day there was a fire 
call.

 A couple of them went to the fire and 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves.
 Actually using the skills you have been 
trained to do is the reason you volunteered.
 We had our usual monthly meeting on 
Saturday followed by a barbecue.
 There was discussion about our annual 
dinner which we have in July, usually at a 
restaurant but this year it was decided to have 
the dinner in-house provided by a spit roast 
caterer.
 Since its inception, the Toodyay SES also 
joins us on this occasion.
 Brigade volunteers are usually at the station 
every Saturday morning from 8.30-9.30am.
 If any Morangup residents are interested 
in joining the brigade or just want some 
information, our captain Jeff Venn can also 
be contacted on 0417 714 798.

From left: Captain Jeff Venn with new recruits David Maifredi and Anita Soma.

Learning how to fill the tanker

Burning embers announce   
start of the ‘silly season’

A TOODYAY ratepayer claims the Shire of 
Toodyay has adopted a double standard by 
ordering him to dismantle a green 1.2-metre 
Colorbond fence on the side of his house in 
the town’s central heritage area.

 Lawrence Tan says it cost him $1200 in 
wasted building materials.
 Mr Tan owns a Fiennes Street cottage on 
the shire’s municipal heritage list and was 
building a fence similar to others he had seen 
in the central heritage area.
 His house is positioned side-on to Fiennes 
Street but he was told his fence faced the 
street and breached heritage rules because it 
didn’t use materials that “were in keeping” 
with the building’s age.
 Banned materials included steel fencing 
and limestone walls.
 “I thought it was very unfair when I saw 
what the shire allowed at the new Butterly 
Cottages (aged peoples’) units, which is also 
in the central heritage area,” he said.
 “It appears the council did not follow its 
own rules.
 “How can they allow that but not mine – it’s 
a double standard.”
 Shire President Brian Rayner said a high 
limestone retaining wall topped by a two-
metre Colorbond fence around nine new 
Butterly Cottages units at the corner of 
Anzac Terrace and Rosedale Street were side 
fencing, which heritage rules allowed.
 He said the project’s Stage Two – which has 
yet to be funded – would hide the limestone 
wall and fence from the street.
 Shire Planning and Development Manager 
Graeme Bissett wrote to Mr Tan last month 
that the shire’s heritage policy “distinguishes 
between front, side and rear boundaries”.
 “It does not contemplate multiple unit 
dwellings, so we had to interpret the policy 
based on the wording,” Mr Bissett said.
 “All the buildings face an internal roadway 
and all the fencing is on rear and side 
boundaries.”

Shire accused of ‘double standard’ in 
central heritage area fencing dispute 

High limestone retaining wall with two-metre steel fence allowed in central heritage area.
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‘Independent’ auditors not what they seem
Toodyay Progress Association
Larry Graham, Chair

IMPORTANT things have happened this 
month and, as part of it all, the association 
made a submission to the Toodyay Shire 
Council asking them to stop their petty 
bickering and powerplays (they didn’t) and 
we suggested that they should get on with 
delivering a budget that reduces rates in real 
terms (they probably won’t).
 Then, in what is a fascinating interpretation 
of ‘independent’, we learned that the 
‘independent’ auditors appointed to audit 

those controversial legal costs are the 
council’s permanent auditors who were 
working as paid consultants for the shire on 
other matters.
 We also discovered that the council has no 
evidence to support its published claims of an 
“unprincipled campaign” that is being waged 
by The Toodyay Herald and the association.
 The entire focus of this association is on 
policies, processes and procedures, and the 
reason council cannot produce any evidence 
to support the nonsense it published is simply 
because no such campaign exists; it has never 
existed and nor will it ever exist because that 

is not what we do.
 When we made a submission about the 
council’s controversial plan to restrict 
Public Question Time at council meetings, 
a councillor claimed the association asking 
questions was deterring people from 
attending council meetings and if that were 
happening, it would concern us.
 But the truth is different.
 The average attendance at council meetings 
has increased significantly, and the biggest 
growth in attendances has been since the 
association was formed.
 Because it is your council, hopefully those 

numbers will continue to increase.
 Another significant event this month 
was that senior officials from the Local 
Government Department visited the Shire 
of Toodyay and made it clear that the 
Department is continuing to monitor the 
shire.
 The department has advised the association 
that the matters we put forward are still 
being considered by it, and we wonder if 
councillors were informed of, or invited to 
attend, that meeting with the department.
 And if that is not enough, we are in the 
middle of an election campaign to elect two 
new councillors.
 Sadly, because of our corrupt ward system 
only some citizens get to have a say on who 
will make decisions on their behalf.
 This election is a thought-provoking 
exercise and electors should be very aware 
that some candidates are not what they 
appear to be.
 The association has no view on which 
candidates you should or should not vote for, 
but we do say that people need to look a bit 
closer than usual before casting their votes 
in this election.
 There are candidates with strong ties 
to sitting councillors and there are a few 
unaligned candidates; but even with those 
little duplicities the choices are still between 
the past and the future.
 If you think that we do not need change or 
that the town should return to past behaviour, 
the candidates you will want to vote for are 
obvious.
 If however you do want things to change, 
vote for that and then demand it from those 
who get elected.
 Whatever your opinion, this association 
encourages you to vote and as always 
we point out that we are a not-for-profit, 
volunteer public advocacy group that will 
not and has not, run, supported or endorsed 
candidates for elected office.

Toodyay RSL Sub-branch
Bruce Guthrie

RSL TOODYAY Sub-branch has been active 
in May with meetings, a street stall and much 
preparation for this year’s and next year’s 
centenary activities.
 Our recent street stall and firewood raffle 
resulted in great ticket and merchandise 
sales contributing nearly $1000 towards our 
centenary celebrations project.
 Raffle winners were: first, Lynlee Chitty; 
second, Judy Phillips; third, Colin Fisher and 
fourth, Tania Harrison.
 Thank you to the community of Toodyay 
for generously supporting the RSL.
 We have received a wonderfully generous 
donation of 20 tonnes of uncut jarrah logs, 
dry for winter 2019, from Charlie and Marion 
Ferguson. Thank you so much.
 The wood is available in five and 10 tonne 
lots for $100 per tonne delivered within the 
Toodyay shire. Contact Peter on 0448 492 
935 to arrange delivery.
 Again, the centenary project benefits from 
this donation.
 We have mentioned on many occasions 
the progress of negotiations with RSL WA 
and the shire towards gaining a lease of the 
property at the Old Gardeners’ Depot in 
Clinton Street for our home.
 RSL Toodyay membership considered this 
at our May AGM and voted by majority to 
proceed.
 I can now report the signing of the lease 
by RSL WA and the shire with our group 
as tenant is complete for a 10 plus 10-year 
period. This is a great effort by all concerned.
 As part of the redevelopment of the Anzac 
Memorial site, the RSL obtained funding to 
construct a niche wall.
 This wonderful facility will allow family 
members of people lost in war to place a 
plaque of remembrance.
 Wall plaques are nominally 120mm x 
100mm and valued at between $75 and 
$145 depending on the detail and quantity 
accumulated to make up the order.
 Please contact RSL to progress your wishes 

RSL finally signs off on new Command HQ

Back, from left: RSL members Bob Wood, Max Howard and Peter Brennan. Front, from left: Shire CEO Stan Scott and President Brian 
Rayner sign off on the Old Gardeners’ Depot.

The tag from the wreath that Brian Rayner will lay at Ypres in Belgium.

on toodyayrsl@gmail.com
 We note with sadness the recent passing 
of veteran and very long-time Toodyay 
resident Max Messenger and we offer our 
condolences to his wife Audene.
 Max was well into his 90s and always 
attended the Toodyay Anzac Day memorial 
services.
 He was a member of 77 Squadron RAAF.
 Before the war, Max was the town 
electrician and his main duty was to keep 
the lights on by operating the Toodyay Power 
Station located at Connor’s Mill.
 Rest in Peace Max Messenger.
 Shire President Brian Rayner will visit the 
Western Front this month and lay a wreath 
at Mennen Gate Memorial to the Missing at 
Ypres in Belgium.
 This wreath to be laid on behalf of Toodyay 
RSL Sub-branch will carry an appropriate 
wreath tag prepared by Lou which reads: 
“For all those who gave their lives on the 
Western Front especially those from Toodyay 
Western Australia.”
 The next ordinary meeting of the RSL 

will be held at Memorial Hall at 1300 hrs 
Saturday July 14. See you there.

 We wish all members good health and good 
cheer. Contact us at Facebook Toodyay RSL.

mailto:toodyayrsl@gmail.com
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 Medicine Administration Packs - Webster Packs 
 Biggest Range   NDSS Access Point

Stewart’s has joined 
Good Price Pharmacy Warehouse 
to bring you the biggest range of 

products, at the lowest prices!

8am – 7pm

 124 Fitzgerald Street E, Northam
Ph 9622 1644

OPEN 
7 DAYS

EST 1907

Toodyay Agricultural Alliance
Frank Panizza

IT IS both a pleasure and a relief to be writing 
this article with the sound of rain on my roof.
 Autumn has been dry again this year, 
making it two such years in succession.
 Season-breaking rains were widespread 
across the shire in late May, much to the 
relief of local farmers, most of whom 
received more than 30mm on the last 
weekend of the month.

Toodyay Agricultural Society
Alison Wroth, Chief Steward

NEARLY half the year is over, so things have 
well and truly picked up speed on our committee 
in efforts to get all events planned for this year 
achieved in style.
 Our recent stall during the wet weather, which 
made all farmers happy, was well supported and 
raffle winners took away a pressure pump, apple 
tree, hay bales and bags of sheep manure. All 
prizes were donated by committee members, apart 
from the pressure pump which was donated by a 
show sponsor Reece Plumbing. This was a real 
coup, so thank you Reece and congratulations to 
all winners.
 Toodyay is hosting the Royal Agricultural 
Society Central Group Rural Ambassador Award 
at the Old Gaol Museum precinct on Saturday July 
7.
 We have a most worthy entrant, a young 
30-year-old farmer, Edward Ludemann, who 
is keen to represent the Toodyay Agricultural 
Society and Toodyay community in this national 
competition.
 Edward is a natural leader and a wonderful 
young man who will give the other entrants a run 
for their money.
 Our heartfelt thanks go to Edward for 
participating and we are so proud he is representing 
our society and the Toodyay/Bolgart area.
 We are looking forward to the July awards day. 
If you want to support Edward on the day, please 
advise us by June 23, for catering reasons.
 Our annual Exhibitors’ Workshop will be held 
on Saturday August 25. Featuring the skills of 
well-known floriculture judge Keith Robinson in 
the morning, the event will also include qualified 

Women In Farming Enterprises
Alison Wroth

WE HAVE been advised that the Dowerin branch 
of WIFE is holding the annual WIFE Seminar for 
2018 and the hosting branch for next year will be 
Lakes Branch.
 Networking and sharing information as well as 
hearing the informative guest speakers will be a 
big attraction on the day.
 We have decided to rotate the days of our 
meetings to include women who have other 
commitments.
 At least this way, these women might be able 
to have a bite at the apple every so often and not 
miss out completely. 
 Our branch plans to attend another meeting of 

GRAIN growers planning to bait mice at 
seeding and through the growing season 
need to pay particular attention to the set-
up and performance of equipment to ensure 
optimum baiting impact.
 Grains Research and Development 
Corporation (GRDC) says there are a number 
of different approaches to spreading mouse 
bait but in all instances it is critical that 
equipment is calibrated to deliver bait at the 
required label-rate to get the best results.
 To assist growers with their mouse 
baiting programs, the GRDC has made new 
resources available for viewing at grdc.com.
au/mousecontrol and on the corporation’s 
YouTube at goo.gl/75e4Vz.

Rain settles the dust and 
eases growers’ worries

Local dust-blown paddock hours before the season’s opening rains.

Barley seedlings emerging just in time for 
the opening rains.

 Many places in the Wheatbelt are still 
desperate for rain, compounding problems 
for farmers trying to recover from last year’s 
poor season, especially in northern areas of 
WA’s grain-growing regions.
 The dry autumn was very evident prior to 
the rain on May 24 – a dust-filled sky with 
a howling hot wind seemed out of place on 
the eve of winter.
 Luckily no reports of wind-blasted crops 
have emerged yet.
 Tinder-dry soils and bare pasture paddocks, 
particularly to the north of the shire, are 
suspected to have been the source of the dust.
 Local farmers who kept stubble on their 
paddocks may have even gained a little soil.
 Locally, most cropping programs are 
complete or very near completion.
 Some paddocks have germinated both 
canola and cereals, though most tend to be 
patchy.
 The widespread opening rains will quickly 
germinate crops and kick start pastures.
 Pastures are very poor at the moment and 
farmers are hoping for quick establishment 
as many have newly born lambs and calves.
 The shortage of good pasture has again 
seen the rapid rise in the price of hay and 
feed grain.
 Lupins, oats, barley, hay and pellet-feed 
rations have all seen price increases – 
including some by as much as 20 and 30 per 
cent – in the past two months.
 The shortage of feed and price increases 
have inevitably led to increased selling of 
livestock, resulting in a weakening of values 
at the saleyard.
 All grain prices for the coming season 
have remained firm, with industry pundits 
expecting them to remain so.
 Weather concerns in key grain-growing 
regions throughout the world have 
contributed to the strength in grain values.
 However, the Black Sea region – which 
includes Russia – has emerged as a major 
grain exporter in direct competition with 
Australian growers and exports from that 
area pose a significant threat to Australian 
markets.
 While Australia has a freight advantage 
to our key markets in Asia, recent lowering 
of sea freight rates has seen this natural 
advantage erode in recent years.
 Australian grain still enjoys a very strong 
reputation for being clean, safe and of 
excellent quality.
 The key to maintaining our market share 
is to preserve this reputation into the future.

judges teaching skills in needlework which 
includes knitting, crochet and sewing.
 The judges will explain what the judge looks 
for in a prize-winning entry.
 After lunch it’s patchwork and quilting and last 
year’s show judge will bring her own quilts, take 
them apart to explain what a quilt and patchwork 
exhibit should look like.
 The Exhibitor’s Workshop will be promoted on 
posters, Facebook and on our website.
 Spread the word to all the craft groups - the more 
the merrier. A $2 donation includes morning tea 
and a light lunch.
 The Toodyay Op Shop’s $2000 donation means 
we can continue maintaining our main exhibition 
hall, the Lee-Steere Pavilion, with improvements 
to the cookery section, bracing benches in 
Needlework and better lighting.
 Without local support such as this, we could 
not maintain our buildings to the proper show 
standard.
 The Wool Shed is also getting an overhaul to 
the walls and benches this year.
 Our heartfelt thanks go to CSBP, Vernice, 
Toodyay Op Shop, Deepdale Farm and Morgan 
Feed Supplies who have come on board early to 
support this year’s show.
 With luck, we will gain a few larger sponsors 
to support the fireworks and entertainment.
 I will be promoting sections next issue and 
getting everyone out there to exhibit.
 There are excellent new classes in every section, 
apart from cattle and sheep, which face a lack of 
support from producers.
 We might have to reduce the competition in 
these areas to ‘display only’ so we are calling out 
for farmers to support us.
 There is no question that we need to keep 
livestock at the Toodyay Agricultural Show.

Young farmer steps up to contest award

New way gives everyone a bite of the apple

Mice-baiting update

a nearby branch, possibly Dowerin, or the newly 
registered branch of Avon Valley.
 We hope to meet new people, gain new ideas 
and learn how we can aid our community as we 
did with our recent biosecurity awareness seminar 
held in conjunction with the shire and Toodyay 
Agricultural Alliance.
 Recently, we were contacted by WA Property 
Lawyers who may possibly sponsor our new 
branch, which is very exciting.
 They have offered to come and speak on 
subjects relating to farm properties and families, 
such as estate planning and the big issue, 
succession.
 The next meeting is at 6pm on Tuesday August 
7. Please contact our secretary on toodyay@wife.
org.au if you are interested and she can forward 
you an agenda and answer any questions.

http://www.grdc.com.au/mousecontrol
http://www.grdc.com.au/mousecontrol
https://goo.gl/75e4Vz
mailto:toodyay@wife.org.au
mailto:toodyay@wife.org.au
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Toodyay Historical Society
Robyn Taylor

SOME of the most notable heritage 
buildings in our town were designed 
when renowned architect George Temple 
Poole (1856-1934) was in charge of the 
Public Works Department.
 These include the Post Office and 
Quarters (1891-97), now the Uniquely 
Toodyay shop; Old Court House (1896); 
the Shire Council Chambers in Fiennes 
Street; Newcastle Hospital (1892-94) 
and the former State School (1886) in 
Duke Street.
 The last two buildings are now private 
residences.
 Poole was educated in England and 
after obtaining his articles in architecture 
and civil engineering he worked in 
England and Ceylon.
 In 1885 he was appointed superintendent 
of public works in WA and rose through 
the ranks to become director of his 
department, then assistant-engineer-in-
chief and architect in charge of all public 
buildings.
 His time with the Public Works 
Department (PWD) during the gold 
boom coincided with one of the busiest 
building periods in WA history.
 He retired from the PWD in 1897 to 
take up private practice.
 Poole’s buildings, compared with 
others that reflect a heavier Victorian 
taste, are distinctive for their lightness 
of touch and pleasing design.
 Once you become familiar with his 
style you will recognise his other 
public buildings in Northam, York and 
Beverley, and of course Perth, where 
some of his finest include the now 
beautifully restored Treasury building 
and the Perth Mint.
 Back to Toodyay – for our May 
excursion members were delighted to be 
able to look over the former Newcastle 

Hospital on the corner of Duke and 
Henry Street West.
 This building is a gem. Nestled on its 
sloping site it has a picturesque quality 
that suits the ambience of a rural town.
 Our next meeting is on Wednesday 
June 20 at 7pm in Drummond House, 
Toodyay Environment & History Centre, 
next to the bank.
 On Saturday June 30 from 2-3pm, 
at the same location, there will be a 
screening of Rick Mason’s talk about the 
Faust collection of circa-1915 Toodyay 
photographs followed by afternoon tea.
 For more information contact: 
secretary.2j.ths@gmail.com; Robyn 
Taylor 9574 2578, rdtaylor@iinet.net.
au or, Beth Frayne toobide4@iinet.net.
au, 9574 5971.
 D o n e g a n ’s  C o t t a g e  ( i n  t h e 
showgrounds) is open every Thursday 
from 1-3pm. Postal address: PO Box 32, 
Toodyay WA 6566.

 There are also displays of books and 
other items at Drummond House. Open 
Saturday mornings. You can also find us 
at toodyayhistoricalsociety.org.au/
 Membership is $10 per annum.

THE TOODYAY Historical Society and 
Toodyay Shire will share a stall at this 
month’s Farmers Market to help promote 
the town’s history and heritage and answer 
questions.
 This is an opportunity for residents and 
anyone with an interest in Toodyay’s history 
and heritage to seek clarification and general 
advice.
 The shire’s heritage advisor, heritage 
architect Stephen Carrick will be on hand 
to discuss built heritage issues and any 
matters residents may have with particular 
properties.
 There will also be information on the 

Poole’s light touch helped shape Toodyay

Toodyay Historical Society members join the Mattin family on the veranda of the former 
Newcastle Hospital in Duke Street. Photo: Jenny Edgecombe.

shire’s recently launched Heritage Appeal 
which the society supports to help fund the 
protection and preservation of Toodyay’s 
heritage assets.
 This is a tax-deductable fund; donations 
will assist the shire with projects such as 
the planned roof restoration of Newcastle 
Gaol and future improvements to the Police 
Lockup to enable public viewing.
 The society and shire will have information 
on display in relation to Toodyay’s history, 
built heritage and how it interacts with 
residents.
  The Farmers Market on Sunday June 17 
runs from 9am to 1pm.

Vale Ray Paynter (1930-2018)

WE WERE saddened to hear of the 
passing of Ray, one of Toodyay’s most 
remarkable women and a former member 
of our society.
 Ray had been a farmer in Clackline before 
joining Dawn Atwell at the Woodendale 
property in Toodyay.
 She came onto the society’s committee 
in 1994 when Dawn became president.
 Her contributions to our history and 
heritage include the restoration of both 
Donegan’s Cottage (our headquarters) and 
Butterly House, and involvement with the 
Shire’s Toodyay Heritage Trail.
 In 1986 Ray and Dawn participated in 
the 150th Pioneer Trek from Guildford 
to Toodyay to celebrate the anniversary 
of European settlement and produced a 
presentation album of photographs to 
commemorate the event.
 With their mutual interest in photography, 
Ray and Dawn undertook to provide photos 
of Toodyay’s buildings for the shire’s 1998 
Municipal Inventory of Heritage Places.
 Their interest in old wells continues to 
be a subject that retains its fascination for 
current society members.

Heritage gets an airing at Farmers Market
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Bejoording Community Group News
From the desk of The Badger

FOR ONE day at least, Bejoording is litter-
free. The big event in May was one of our 
clean-up days for our adopted spot.
 This was the big one, an annual event held 
every May, and once again the community 
group members rose to the occasion.
 Even with many members away on 
holidays, seeding commitments and FIFO 

Bejoording clean-up crew celebrate laying waste to roadside litter.

Litter-free for at least one day
rosters we managed to get eight members 
into hi-viz and onto the roads.
 Twenty bags of rubbish were collected 
from our verges and easements, together with 
old wire, plastic and foam sheets, chemical 
containers – even a currently valid credit 
card.
 I often wonder who these people are who 
think there’s magic clean-up fairy every time 
they chuck something out of the car or truck 
window.
 Everyone did a great job and a good time 
was had by all.
 Our year has started well with a number 
of new families moving into the area and 
joining our Wednesday evening gathering 
as well as other social events.
 A big thank you to the families who have 
already hosted Friday night footy this season, 
and those who will do so soon.
 This has now become an institution each 
footy season and is always a fun evening.
 Our feast night in May could best be 
described as a dietician’s nightmare.
 Everything was deep-fried – apart from 
some salad; the prawns were especially good.

 You gotta be naughty sometimes. Thanks 
to Doug Colfer for organising the event.
 Our annual soup night and air-hockey 
competition will have come and gone by the 
time you read this but coming up in July is 
a 4WD weekend and campout plus another 
feast night.
 No wonder this small but vibrant 
community can celebrate a community 
group that will have been going non-stop for 
23 years later this year.
 Your monthly reminder: we meet every 
Wednesday evening (except in January) at 
the Bejoording Community Centre which 
shares premises with the local volunteer bush 
fire brigade in Bejoording Road.
 Come along from 6pm and leave when 
it suits you. It’s strictly ‘come as you are’ 
casual, kids are welcome and there are fun 
events every month.
 If you aren’t yet a member, come along, 
we’d love to get to know you. 
 If you want to know more, you can contact 
president Barry Grey on 9574 2149 or call 
The Badger on 0414 250 484.
 Hope to see you soon.

Bolgart Community News
Serena Syred and Nolene Kaszanski

MAY HAS been a busy month for the 
Bolgart CWA.
 On Wednesday May 9 they celebrated 
their 94th Birthday at Trees Café. A lovely 
lunch was served by Kath and Alan Tree 
to a crowd of 30.
 On Thursday May 24 the CWA ladies 
hosted the Biggest Morning Tea at the 
sports club.
 A guest speaker from the Cancer Council 
spoke about what’s available for country 
cancer patients while they undergo 
treatment.
 A wonderful crowd of 40 women 
enjoyed a delightful morning tea and $565 
was raised for the Cancer Council.
 The handover of the keys for Bolgart’s 
new aged care units took place on April 23. 
Pam Meston and Norma Waters collected 
the keys from Victoria Plains CEO, 
Glenda Teede, who was accompanied by 
councillors Stephanie Penn and Neville 
Clarke.
 Long-time farmers Bryan and Karlene 
Crane have relocated to Perth and a good 
crowd gathered at the pub to wish them 
well in their next venture.
 The annual Night Golf event played on 
April 21 was well-attended. Everyone 
enjoyed the meal of homemade pizzas 
and curries prepared and sponsored by 
Richard and Mandy Walker of Walkers 
Diesel Services.
 The 2018 golf season officially opened 
on April 28 with a mixed ambrose day 
sponsored by Adrian and Dianne Edmonds. 
The winners were Callen Syred, Mandy 
Walker and Theo Camerer. Runners-up 
were Viv Camerer, Edward Ludemann 
and Justin Edmonds. A lovely barbecue 
tea finished off a great day.
 Joy Hamilton and Pam Meston travelled 
to Dongara for the State Regional Senior 
Women’s Golf played on May 3-4. 
Congratulations to Joy who won the 
Sandgreen section with 30 and 32 points.

CWA clocks up 
94 years in 

Bolgart

Toodyay Lions Club
Jenny Perkins

THINKING of becoming a Lion? Then 
why not join the Toodyay Lions Club.
 We are an eclectic group of young, 
young-at-heart, working and some retired 
– until they joined Lions.
 Here’s a reminder of the Lions Club’s 
international purposes: to
 create and foster a spirit of understanding 
among the peoples of the world;
 promote the principles of  good 
government and good citizenship;
 fund and otherwise serve the civic, 
cultural, social and moral welfare of the 
community;
 assist financially, culturally, socially and 
morally the disabled, disadvantaged and 
infirm of the community, both directly and 
indirectly;
 unite clubs in the bonds of friendship, 
good fellowship and mutual understanding;
 provide a forum for open discussion of 
all matters of public interest provided, 
however, that partisan politics and 
sectarian religion shall not be debated by 
club members and,
 encourage service-minded people to serve 
their community without personal financial 
reward, and to encourage efficiency 
and promote high ethical standards in 
commerce, industry, professions, public 
works and private endeavours.
 Some of the foundations which Lions 

support WA are Lions Cancer Institute, 
Lions Hearing Foundation, Lions Save 
Sight Foundation and Lions Drug 
Education Foundation.
 Apart from good food and fellowship, 
the Toodyay Lions Club raises funds to 
support many local and national groups 
and some international groups.
 This year we supported Toodyay District 
High School with donations for Country 
Week ($500) and Chaplaincy ($1000); 
The RSL Sandakan Scholarship received 
$1000; Disaster Relief for eastern states 
bush fires ($1500); Bruce Sharman’s 
Beyond the Road ($500); Roz Davidson’s 
Toodyay Locals Care Christmas Lunch 
($500) and, of course, Toodyay Play Group 
($335) through proceeds from the Wriggly 
Worm.
 We also contributed $1000 towards the 
RSL’s centenary celebrations in 2019.
 Future events are Avon Decent, Wriggly 
Worm at Toodyay Race Day and the 
Toodyay Agricultural Show.
 This year we welcomed five new members 
and a transferee from Merredin – Geoff and 
Gerri, Peter C, Peter E and Jenny P.
 We now have 23 members and meet on 
first and third Tuesdays of each month at 
the Freemasons Hotel.
 Come and join us for a pre-dinner drink 
and a meal from 6.30pm; meeting starts at 
7pm.
For further information contact Steele 
Williams 0497 337 485 or 9574 2903.

Lions’ pride in supporting others
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Toodyay YouthCARE Council 
(Chaplaincy)
Doug McGhee

TOODYAY Distr ic t  High School 
Emergency Service Cadets have had the 
privilege of expert instruction in drill 
training from Toodyay Police Sgt Warren 
Conder.
 Sergeant Conder did a wonderful job 
preparing our cadets for their part in Anzac 
services in town and the school’s service.
 Drill training, marching and Anzac 
ceremonies are an important part of cadet 
training which teaches our young people 
respect, self-discipline, team work and 
concentration skills.
 Sgt Conder trained more than 60 cadets 
in several sessions and we thank him for 
his valuable time.
 We also had the highest number of 
Toodyay cadets volunteer to participate 
in the town Anzac service march recently, 
which was encouraging.
 Our cadets also enjoyed their camp in 
Jurien Bay in April, where they did various 
beach activities and visited the Jurien Bay 

marine rescue tower and Jurien marine 
ranger.
 Cadets learned how marine rescue 
services operate to ensure the safety for 
all boat users and participated in a practice 
rescue in the boat harbour.

COMMUNITY TAB has begun the search 
for individuals who are making a difference 
in the community to nominate for the 2018 
Regional Achievement and Community 
Awards.
 The awards celebrate paid individuals 
who make a significant contribution 
through community service or social justice 
initiatives and recognise individuals who 
are dedicated to the care of others, excel in 
their community sector profession or field 
of employment, as well as those who seek 
innovative solutions to addressing social 
issues.
 Visit awardsaustralia.com/waraca and 
select Nominate Now to register your entry.
 Nominations close on Tuesday July 24. 
For  help, feel free to call the awards office 
on 9201 1155 or email wa@awardsaustralia.
com.

 Senior cadets learned about protecting 
the marine environment and heard about 
a day in the life of a ranger.
 Cadets enjoyed boat rides with marine 
rescue and the marine ranger and we 
hope they will be inspired to be the 
next generation of emergency services 
volunteers.
 Big thanks to Marine Rescue Commander 
Chrissie Heu, boat skipper Ian Stiles and 
marine ranger Joseph Morgan.
 Cadets also cleaned beaches with 
Hamish Longbottom, the Coastal and 
Marine Project Manager.
 Hamish worked alongside and taught 
cadets environmental responsibility as 
they picked up rubbish, then assessed 
it to determine where it came from and 
discussed related issues.
 Hamish spoke about the significant 
problems of plastic bottles and bags in 
our oceans, how many years they take to 
break down and how they frequently enter 
the marine food chain.
 We look forward to further connections 
with the Toodyay community to train our 
cadets in life-saving skills.

Cadets learn marching and safety at sea

Sgt Warren Conder puts cadets through their paces.

Jurien Marine Rescue boat skipper Ian Stiles with senior cadets from Toodyay. Sgt Warren Conder inspecting the troops.

Search is on for 
regional achievers
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Toodyay turns it on for festival season 

Running riot. Photo: Jane Taylor.

Floozies. Photo: Peter Harms.

Joe’s gang: Stand and deliver. Photo: Clive Millett.

Fusiliers with World War 1 digger. Photo: Jane Taylor.

The trial. Photo: Clive Millett.

Ornate bodice.
Fibre Festival 
fashion finalists.

Swags of fibre. Mad Hatter’s Tea Party. Young rockers.

Fibre Festival

Moondyne Festival
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NORTHAM   
PAWNBROKERS

OPEN

9am-5pm Monday-Friday

Saturday 9am-12noon

Good quality NEW and USED 

Furniture and other 

small goods 

TV's, Tablets etc.

Large selection of DVD's

232 Fitzgerald Street, Northam

Opposite the Northam Post Office

Vanessa Donaghy
THERE was a buzz of excitement in the air 
as a large group of locals gathered in the rear 
yard of Toodyay Traders for the draw of the 
Mother’s Day raffle.
 Organised by Diane Ashley, co-owner of 
Toodyay Traders, and generously supported 
by local businesses, friendships gave way to 
rivalry as the assembled crowd looked on 
eagerly while John Pearce prepared to draw 
the winning tickets.
 Diane said, “The raffle was organised to 
bring a little cheer to the community and to 
recognise Mother’s Day and all the special 
mums in the community.
 It started with just one prize, but then local 
businesses came on board and it grew from 
there.”

Raffle winner Max Brockliss with his father Chris and the hedge shears he won for his Mum.

Mother’s Day raffle draws 
a large local crowd

Radio offers free air time
Toodyay Community Radio
Bethan Lloyd

AT TOODYAY Community Radio 105.3FM 
Heartbeat of the Community we would like 
to know if you are hearing us loud and clear.

 The winner of the main prize, a Stihl 
battery-operated set of hedge shears, went to 
young Max Brockliss – a perfect present for 
his garden-loving mum Tash and a definite 
smile was put on the face of Bridget Blackie 
who won a Toodyay Dental Clinic voucher.
 There were plenty of other winners too, 
with fantastic gifts donated by Toodyay 
Pharmacy, Freemasons Hotel, Toodyay 
Bakery, Avon Valley Nursery, Toodyay Hair 
Salon, Amy’s Café, Christmas 360, Butler’s 
Essentials, Bee Happy Honey, Clare Love 
Beauty Salon, Toodyay Newsagency and 
Stihl Australia.
 A big thank you to all entrants and special 
thanks for the support of local businesses.
 “Who knows,” said Diane, “Father’s Day 
is next.”

 We would love to hear who is listening, 
from where and if there are any areas that 
are not picking us up.
 We have made a few changes to our 
programming schedule.
 The Green Hour goes to air on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays at 11am and we are 
always looking for community members to 
come on the program and talk about subjects 
related to the environment, sustainability and 
gardening – send your questions and ideas 
for discussion topics to 2j2air@gmail.com.
 Swooners and Crooners is on Sunday 
and Monday evenings at 8.30pm, The Wild 
World of Folk at 7.30pm on Wednesdays and 
on Fridays tune in for Retro Rock at 7.30pm, 
followed by Ready to Rock at 8.30pm.
 We endeavour to  put  community 
announcements on air to allow for a good 
lead up time to events and would appreciate 
receiving all community announcements at 
the end of the month so they can be put to air 
in plenty of time for the following month.
 So, let us know about your community 
event, group or community activity and we 
will put it to air on 105.3FM Heartbeat of 
the Community at no cost to your group.
 Our programmers appreciate your feedback 
– contact us by email at 2j2air@gmail.com 
or on our Facebook site.

Ida’s back at the bingo table

Max misses turn at turning

Hitch a ride to big city sights

Avon Woodturners
Max J Heath

HI THERE from 2J Junction where things 
have been going well, or so I have been told.
 I hear that both days of turning have been 
going along nicely and have been fairly 
productive, but as my wife and I have been 
moving house I have not been attending 
much woodturning.
 We are all getting excited about the 
workshop on Saturday June 16 and everyone 
is invited to drop in and have a look-see.
 Four great turners will be coming for the 
day: a chap by the name of Ian Moss is 

coming to demonstrate a lidded box, Joe 
Clarke from Swan Turners will demonstrate 
a vase, followed by Norm Hoskins turning a 
bowl with a difference; Graham Turner will 
be doing a burl item.
 Our meeting on May 27 was fairly 
short and mainly discussed the weekend 
workshop, planning catering, etc and who 
is doing what.
 We are still trying to plan our dust 
extraction system but this will have to wait 
until after our workshop.
 Other than that I don’t have a lot to report 
this month but please remember our road-
safety motto – Don’t Drive Tired.

Casino Bus
Rae Vigar

EVEN though the numbers were down, we 
all had a very enjoyable day the casino in 
May.
 I was very close to having to cancel as we 
must have 30 people for the bus to come to 
Toodyay.
 Our next trip will be on July 16, so please 
tell friends and family about us so we can 
keep the bus coming for $20, which includes 
a three-course lunch. It’s a great day out and 

where else can you get a deal like that?
 You don’t have to stay at the casino, you 
can take the shuttle bus into Perth as long as 
you are back by 4pm when the bus departs 
for home.
 We leave from the Toodyay Bowling Club 
at 9am and, as mentioned, leave the casino 
at 4pm.
 It’s a large bus so there are plenty of seats 
available.
 For more information ring Rae on 9574 
2356. Do ring me as we want to keep the 
bus running.

Ida’s Hideaway
Rae Vigar

ANOTHER wonderful afternoon at Ida’s 
Hideaway at the Toodyay Community 
Resource Centre.
 We had a full table with lots of chockies 
being won.
 It’s great to have Ida back playing bingo 
and Syd is still his cheeky self and putting 
lots of fun into the afternoon.

 Michael is back from his holiday and Trish 
and Betty hopefully will be improving very 
soon.
 We welcome Jenny and Sheila to the group.
 Everyone is welcomed at the Toodyay 
Community Resource Centre on Saturday 
from 1-4pm.
 We have a great time, so do come along 
and join in.
 For more information please ring Rae on 
9574 2356.

mailto:2j2air@gmail.com
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