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Yarn Bombers dress to impress
Stirling Terrace for Fibre Festival
Fibre Festival
Helen Spry, Volunteer

Karen made the best of leftover small squares to produce this lap quilt.

Ragbags ladies keen to stage a
top-notch exhibition
Ragbag Quilting Group
Kerry Gregory
FIBRE Festival preparations seem to be the
dominating theme of our gatherings and a
good deal of discussion and interest is being
generated among the Ragbag ladies who are
all very keen to ensure we stage another fine
exhibition this year.
Don’t miss the Toodyay Fibre Festival on
Sunday June 3.
The Avon Valley Quilters’ Friendship days
commenced at York last month and six of our
group travelled to join a huge number of keen
quilters who filled the local town hall.
It was a wonderful day with a huge
refreshment table of goodies, raffles, door
prizes and of course the travelling quilt

supply shops to tempt us.
Once again, the quilts and items displayed
at York for show-and-tell were truly
marvellous; lots to inspire us all.
A number of new projects were displayed
at our gatherings this month and a novice
quilting member displayed two beautiful
quilt tops which we would love to see
completed for our coming public display.
A good chat over our sewing and a good
cuppa is integral to the Ragbag ladies’
gatherings. New members are most welcome
to join us; bring your hand sewing, knitting
or just call in for a cuppa.
The Ragbag Quilters meet regularly on the
first and third Wednesday each month from
10am to 2pm in the St Stephen’s Anglican
Church Hall, Toodyay.

THE CHANGE of season with its cooler
temperatures make that ball of yarn, cast
aside in summer, look all the more attractive.
What better motivation for picking up the
knitting needles or crotchet hook, or whatever
weaves your yarn, than the prospect of Yarn
Bombing in Stirling Terrace.
Yarn bombing the main street is the lead
up to the Toodyay Fibre Festival, to be held
on Sunday, June 3.
Everyone is invited to try their hand at
dressing up a particular tree, lamppost, seat
or any public object; anything which won’t
walk away.
There is only one rule: no one else’s
contribution can be taken away – it’s first
in, first ‘dressed’. You can, of course, make
additions to an existing Yarn Bombing
installation.
Yarn Bombing is a type of graffiti or street
art that uses colourful displays of knitted or
crocheted yarn or fibre rather than paint or
chalk.
It is not intended to be permanent. After a
certain amount of time has passed the works
are dismantled – ready for next year.
The desire to beautify and personalise
the surroundings of our public spaces has
become a worldwide phenomenon. Check
out your computer to see the amazing works.
One such Yarn Bombing group exists
right here in Toodyay. Hazel McKone from
The Fibre of the Gods alpaca spinning mill
and her friends will soon be Yarn Bombing

public spaces in Stirling Terrace to enliven
and enhance.
Nothing would please Hazel more than
to be joined by other groups, or individual
bombers. So, take up her invitation, get
together with fellow knitters or crocheters,
choose a public object, and plan your
bombardment.
It would be fantastic for the main street of
Toodyay to be dressed to impress, ready for
the Fibre Festival.

Michael McKone puts the finishing touches
on an alpaca themed creation.

High rollers ready to hit the big time
Toodyay Casino Bus
Rae Vigar
WELL, March featured an interesting trip
to the casino.
The machines didn’t play nice but we all
had a very enjoyable day out.

As usual there was plenty of lunch.
On May 21 we will leave at 9am from
the Toodyay Bowling Club. There will
be plenty of room on the bus so ring Rae
Vigar on 9574 2356 to make a booking.
At $20 per person, lunch included, it’s a
great day out.

Act - Belong - Commit

Brisk bidding turns Lions Jumbo
Auction into a rip-roaring affair

Toodyay Lions Club
Jim Silvester

THE ANNUAL Lions Jumbo Auction last
month was again a great success thanks to
the generous buyers.
Although the number of lots this year was
down on previous years, the profit was about
the same as before.
Bidding was brisk with Tony Maddox and
Nathan Martin entertaining the crowd with
their creative banter.
The Lions Club would like to thank Tony
and Nathan for their wonderful effort and
wish Nathan every success in his new
endeavours.
The club is very grateful for the assistance
and effort given by the RSL in unloading and

setting up on the Friday.
Thanks to the CWA for providing a
delicious lunch on Friday and also the P&C
for catering on Saturday.
Part of the funds raised will be donated
to the devastating bush fires in the eastern
states earlier this year. We remember well
the support given to us by other Lions
clubs throughout Australia after 2009. The
remaining funds will go to community
projects around Toodyay.
Next year’s Jumbo Auction will be held on
April 6 and to help raise the quality of the
items for sale, a seller’s lot fee will be $5.
The minimum reserve will again be $50.
The Lions Club meets on the first and third
Tuesday of the month at the Freemasons
Hotel, 6.30pm for a 7pm start.

FIBRE PROCESSING
VILLAGE
ARTISAN
EXHIBITION AND

DEMONSTRATIONS

Free entry for Mad Hat Wearers

Page 18 THE TOODYAY HERALD May 2018

From Dowerin to Gripthorpe
Toodyay Garden Club
Wendy Lewer
OUR FIRST visit for the year on April 5,
was along a winding driveway to Bernice
and Gus Clarke’s garden at Gripthorpe Farm
in Bolgart.
As we gathered around to partake of the
usual morning tea feast provided by members
our new president Judy Royston welcomed
current and new members and guests.
Judy explained that while living in the
Pilbara for 27 years, she and her husband
bought land in Toodyay and two years ago
moved here to live.
She is enjoying her new role in the club
and thanked previous and new committee
members for all their support.
Judy introduced Bernice and Gus and
thanked them for allowing us to visit their
garden.
Gus explained that he is from a large
farming family that moved from Dowerin
to the adjacent property in the 1940s.
He and Bernice lived in the original old
house when they married and 33 years ago
built their current home. Gus has reduced the

farm to 3000 acres for cattle and continues
to enjoy all the hard work farming entails.
Bernice was determined to plant lawns at
first for the children then the gardens were
developed.
She spends many happy hours in her
gardens surrounded by expansive lush green
lawns which are watered from a well.
She encouraged everyone to explore the
gardens and we discovered many thriving
water-wise plants; bougainvillea, plumbago,
lantana, vincas, daisies and roses with some
grouped in pots and enhanced by quirky
garden ornaments.
Turkeys and chickens live near fruit and
olive trees and a large protected vegetable
garden grows near the house.
Judy presented Bernice with a gift of a
garden apron from the club and asked her to
draw the raffle prizes of two plants.
The first prize of a Mandela plant was
won by Anne Simmons and Jan Reeve won
second prize of a Pelargonium donated by
Bernice.
For information about the garden club
and/or future garden visits, contact us at
toodyaygardenclub@gmail.com.

Egg hunt caps a great day
Morangup Playgroup
Shuang Aliaga
MORANGUP Playgroup organised an Easter
craft session with egg hunting on March 23
for local children.
Fourteen kids and their carers joined us that
morning and we started the day with ‘make
your basket’ sessions in the hall followed by
an egg hunt.
About 150 eggs, big and small, were
hidden everywhere outside the hall and the
kids had such a great time hunting them.
We’d like to thank Margaret River Chocolate
Company and Woolworths Midland Gate for
sponsoring the chocolates; not forgetting our
own mums for volunteering their time and
effort in organising the event.
Morangup Playgroup meets at Morangup
Community Hall, Lot 3 Wallaby Way,
Morangup on Wednesday mornings from
9.30-11.30am during school terms.
The playgroup allows mums, dads,

grandparents, caregivers, and children aged
0 to 4 years to meet in a safe and relaxed
environment.
Things we do include: arts and craft;
imaginative play; interaction between
parents/caregivers and children; learning
about sharing and cooperation; learning
about the surrounding world; meeting other
local families and making new friends;
outdoor and free play; outings and, sharing
new experiences and ideas.
We have many interesting programs
planned for the year including a trip to Perth
Zoo, Halloween and Christmas parties.
Morangup Playgroup membership is
$12.50 per term and only $2 per session per
child for casual attendees.
The playgroup is a local, not-for-profit
organisation; all support is welcome and
very much appreciated. If you are interested
in donating/sponsoring us in any way, shape
or form, please contact us at bottlefed.
performance@bigpond.com.

Litter pickup on Julimar Road. Probians doing their bit for the environment.

‘Wheels’ Wheeler flies high
Toodyay Probus Club
Norm Green
JOHN ‘Wheels’ Wheeler, our speaker
at the last meeting, was a Royal Flying
Doctor Service pilot for donkey’s years.
John’s first flight was in 1980.
His experiences are so vast that we didn’t
have time to hear them all so he has been
invited back later on in the year to give us
more.
Closer to home, John and Heather have
a yellow gyrocopter that will be seen
occasionally over the Toodyay skies.
They use it to travel to places such as
Yanchep and Geraldton or wherever takes
their fancy.
Probians have also been busy ‘out-andabout’ again.
In April we went to see the Toodyay
Theatre Company’s Double 2J Radio at
the Town Hall and the very funny Senior
Moments at Heath Ledger Theatre.We
also saw the beautiful movie Guernsey
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Morangup kids get into making their baskets for the egg hunt.

TOODYAY
EMU FARM

Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society at
Ace in Midland.
In addition, we have been helping the
community stay tidy with a litter pickup
on Julimar Road. Gosh, I’m out of breath.
This merry month of May brings our
next speaker, Richard Hazelwood, who
would be known to many in Toodyay and
Bejoording.
Richard has experienced setting up
the Rotary Club and was awarded a
Fellowship of the State Library of WA
Board. His presentation will give an
overview of the French interest in WA.
Toodyay Probus has received accolades
from Probus West, as being possibly the
most active Probus Club in WA.
Come and join our mob at the Freemasons
Hotel on the second Tuesday of each
month.
For further information, contact Dr
Monika Zechetmayr on 9574 2559 or
Kaye Rewell on 0431 037 331.

Syd returns to
call bingo
Ida’s Hideaway
Rae Vigar

Walk amongst “Free Range Emus”
in natural bushland
• Guided Tours
• Emu Products Shop
• Dining Area
• Tea and Coffee
• Ice Cream and Cool Drinks
• Toilets
• Ample Parking
Coach and School Groups by Appointment

Open Daily 10AM – 4PM
Phone 9574 1415

WE ARE still having lots of fun at Ida’s
Hideaway every Saturday afternoon.
Syd had a bit of a hiccup but is back on
form again calling out bingo numbers at
the Toodyay Community Resource Centre.
After an absence of several months,
we will be happy to welcome back our
founder Ida Edwards; been a long time Ida.
Trish is back and very welcome. Betty,
we hope you are feeling better very soon.
Drop in and join in a very enjoyable time
on Saturdays from 1 to 4pm at the Toodyay
Community Resource Centre.
For more information ring Rae Vigar on
9574 2356.

Open
7 days 8am -4pm
including
Public Holidays

Free Wi-Fi available
08 9574 4407
thecolacafe@bigpond.com
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Get set to find a song about
Me, Myself and I
Toodyay Music Club
Jenny Edgecombe
MEMBERS make an effort to learn some
new songs for the special theme meetings,
but there are some lovely surprises in
between times as well.
In April, Joe introduced a haunting song
we first heard sung by Bill Chambers,
The Island; Brian’s new offering was an
evocative song by a local Wheatbelt writer,
Fly, White Dove, Fly.
Moya’s sweet, clear soprano voice in
Someday Soon, with Peter and Mark
providing the backing, was pure enjoyment.
Pete and Mark then swapped guitars,
with Mark strumming the accompaniment
to Peter’s complex playing for a fantastic
rendition of the guitar classic Sleepwalk.
On the other hand, our performers do not
neglect their favourites from past meetings.
I was very pleased to hear Spencer revisit
the haunting Johnny Remember Me.
Who could fail to enjoy Eileen’s repeat
performance of Let It Be, with Maurice
providing harmonies and chorus? It was
particularly good this month.

Just for a change, Jenny was revisiting her
favourite American country singer, Jesse
Winchester, in the simple, delicate Glory to
the Day.
Margaret, as always, gave us something
to think about, with her poetry readings,
including an appropriate one for the approach
of Anzac Day.
We also enjoyed a rousing sing-a-long
session and members presented plenty of the
more light-hearted songs.
Along this line, think My Favourite
(Medical) Things, a comical duet presented
by Will and Margaret, and Peter’s The Fox.
Add in the usual delicious and convivial
afternoon tea, and a good day was had by all.
Theme day rolls around again this month,
with the intriguing title of Me, Myself and
I. Do come along and hear us for an hour or
so, or join in the singing and playing.
We next meet on Saturday May 12 from
1-5pm in the CWA Hall, Stirling Terrace,
Toodyay.
Visitors are welcome as is any style of
music, so long as it is acoustic. For more
information, talk to Joe on 0400 862 694.

Grease is coming – slick back your hair
Toodyay Theatre Group
Danni Grundy
GREASE is the time, is the place, is the
motion. Grease is the way we are feelin’.
That’s right ladies and gentlemen, the
Toodyay Theatre Group is going to produce
Grease.
But don’t worry – you are not too late;
auditions will be held at 6pm on Tuesday
May 8 in the Toodyay Memorial Hall.
Casting will include anyone over the age of
10 and includes teens and adults. The main
characters will be teenagers but there are
heaps of positions for extras, singers, dancers
and three adult roles.
For this massive show we are also going
to need an amazing backstage crew for
makeup, set building, costumes, lighting,
sound production, front-of-house and much
more.
If you have any questions, please call the
director Dave on 0400 283 425 or send a
message to the Toodyay Theatre Group
Facebook page.
In other news, The Toodyay Theatre Group
had a wow of a time supporting Toodyay
District High School’s Family Fun Circus
evening.
Decked out in circus ensemble, the Theatre
Group created an abundance of sideshow
alley family fun. From clowns and face
painting to games and psychic readings,
everyone had a fantastic time.

Tracey Hunter drums up business at the high
school’s Family Fun Circus.
A special thanks to performing arts teacher
Lisa Malatesta for including us in the fun.

Male voices boost singers’ ranks
Toodyay Community Singers
Margaret O’Sullivan
FOR THE Moondyne Festival the singers
will go back in time with old Australiana
music and songs presenting a more Colonial
era in keeping with the event’s theme.
Jenny is relatively new to the fold but has
taken on the challenge and has put her all into
presenting a great half-hour of entertainment.
Our rooms down at the community depot
are really starting to come together under
Anne’s expertise and guidance.
It is great to have our own home and a place

to hang costumes and store all our gear safely
under one roof. We are certainly appreciative
of the shire’s initiative in turning this area
into such a user-friendly community venue.
We are welcoming new members who are
putting their heads in the door and liking
what they are seeing then deciding to join us.
The more the merrier we always say and
very excitingly there are some new male
voices. Sorry ladies, not meant personally,
but we have been a little light-on in the male
department. Oh dear, I think I am going from
bad to worse so best leave it there.
See you Thursday night at the CWA Hall
at seven.

June artist-in-residence Nalda Searles. Photo: Linda Rooney.

Renowned artist works
wonders with fibre

Arts Toodyay
Margot Watkins
AFTER the excitement of our Moondyne
exhibition and the delights of the two Open
Studio days, we are gearing up for the
wonderful workshops that renowned fibre
artist Nalda Searles will be running over the
June long weekend.
The first one on Saturday June 2 is fully
booked but we still have places in the shorter
version on Sunday June 3. This costs $20 and
will run from 1 to 3pm.
Is there a better way to spend a winter’s
day – being inspired by the Fibre Festival
in town in the morning (Nalda will have a
display there also) and then channelling it all
straight into your own creation?
This is a fantastic opportunity for all to
have Nalda as an artist-in-residence. We are
very lucky.
If you don’t have time to do the workshop
you may want to wander along and see what
is happening; it is being held at my studio
quite close to town. Ring me for details on
9574 2823.
We are also lucky to have the two-part
Raku workshops coming up in August and
September at highly skilled potter Caroline
McCrudden’s studio near Gidgegannup.
Raku is a very hands-on, creative and
incredibly exciting experience. There is
nothing quite like the firing process. It is full

of simultaneous anticipation, trepidation, and
surprise, followed by joy and amazement.
I think you had better book immediately as
places are limited. Raku is always popular
and can only be done in the winter months.
The dates are Sunday August 19 from
2-4pm (making your creation) and Sunday
2 September 10am-4pm (firing). Ring our
secretary Linda for more details on 0488 098
353.
In between those workshops there is
Toodyay’s third Art Trail in mid-July where
14 local artists will open their studios over
a weekend.
We have some new artists and skills this
year and the works on display in their studios
will include mosaics, woodwork, textiles;
also clay, jewellery, painting, sculpture,
artisan furniture, prints, drawings, mixed
media and collage.
The circuit this time includes Morangup
and Harders Chitty Road so this will be
great for inviting friends up to Toodyay
for a fabulous weekend and to show them
Toodyay’s talent and sights.
Opportunities to meet some of the artists
informally, in town over breakfast or at an
evening meal, are also being planned. More
details will be provided next month.
Remember Vino, too, in September, which
will be our tenth. Prepare now to bring
out your best work for this very special
exhibition.
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Watch out for exploration rigs on farms near you

Avon and Hills Mining Awareness
Group
Brian Dale

AHMAG is still actively raising awareness
and funds to stop open-cut mining within
a 100km radius of Perth.
We recently attended the Gidgegannup
swap meet where we were met with a flood
of support and people eager to buy our
goods and sign petitions against any future
bauxite mining here in the Avon Valley.
In last month’s Herald we highlighted the
extent of magnetite iron ore deposits that
run from near Bolgart, all the way through
to Northam and York.
While mining awareness is our middle
name we will continue to share information
about mining threats in the Avon and Hills.
Our main focus will always be stopping
local bauxite mining and opposing
massive extractive gravel pits such as
the one proposed opposite the Morangup
community near Dryandra and Toodyay
Roads intersection.
If approval to extract more than 900,000
tonnes of gravel per year is given by the
Mundaring Shire, the natural environment,
local waterways and home owners will all
be affected.
We have been fighting to prevent bauxite
mining in an area larger than 62km2 for the
past three and a half years and while live
tenements for bauxite exploration exist
here, AHMAG will be keeping its eyes
on the landscape and we will continue to
attend local shows to gather further support
against the proposal.
Once again we would like to remind our
readers that we are not a group of antimining radicals who try to stop all forms
of mining and extractive industries in all
areas,
We are a group of mature-age people who
believe strip mining over enormous areas
of bush, remnant vegetation and farmland

Report sightings of exploration rigs to the Avon and Hills Mining Awareness Group.

will affect the quality and quantity of our
surface and underground water supplies,
the creatures that live in our waterways,
the birds that grace our skies, the animals
that live in the dead logs and trees and the
hundreds of people that all call this region
home.
If you see exploration vehicles operating
locally, please take photos and send them
to info@ahmag.com.au along with the
exact location.
Then, once confirmed, we will report

the details, minus your details of course,
in the Herald and on our Facebook page
and website.
Remember, vigilance is the key or you
could face the prospect of having the

neighbours from hell occupying the block
next door – not what you want.
Keep up-to-date by following us on
facebook.com/avonhills or visit our web
site ahmag.com.au.

Party balloons can kill our wildlife

A water bird entangled in party balloon strings and ribbons.
Toodyay Tidy Towns
Greg Warburton
RELEASING helium-filled balloons at
sports events and funerals is drawing more
and more condemnation.
In WA under the Litter Act 1979 releasing
a balloon is not an offence but when it comes
to ground, as they all do, it becomes litter,
making the releaser liable to a fine.
The ruptured balloon is hazardous enough,
but many birds become entangled in the
trailing strings and ribbons.
There are so many other ways to celebrate
and commemorate instead of harming wildlife
by deliberately introducing hazardous,
polluting items into the environment.
We should follow other councils’ lead
across the country, such as the Sunshine
Coast for example, and ban the practice
altogether.
April 30 was the closing date for State
Tidy Towns and Sustainability Awards.
Although Toodyay has not entered this year
we will be thinking of the various competing
communities and wish them well.
Our Adopt a Spot program has seen a lot
of activity lately with the Toodyay Bowling
Club doing a brilliant clean up along Railway
Road.
This road to the Waste Transfer Station has
a lot of litter, items blown from trailers and
utes along with the ubiquitous contributions
of the ever-present car window tossers.
Currently our biggest Adopt a Spot area
is that of the Probus Club, some 6km along
Julimar Road.

Blessed with many hands Probus had the
job done and dusted with bags loaded and
transported to the tip before morning tea.
Organising and participating in these two
pickups were Tidy Towns members Roma
Heath and Kaye Rewell. These two superactive, inspiring community members are
involved in a number of groups.
Roma came to our committee already
sporting a history with Tidy Towns from
her previous community of Yalgoo. Her
home is decorated with acknowledgment and
appreciation certificates including Yalgoo
Citizen of the Year 1996.
An Adopt a Spot group in Capel recently
collected and removed no less than four skip
bins of rubbish and dumping from a reserve
area on the Bussell Highway.
Speaking of outside-the-shire activity, a
Toodyay contingent headed to Red Hill to
participate again in the annual litter and
dumping clean-up there on April 28.
In 2015 the Toodyay Tidy Towns
Committee campaigned to get a clean-up
done there as it is our ‘gateway’ and we
continue representation on the Red Hill
Liaison Group.
We are very pleased to see that this has
turned into an annual event and it was great
to be involved once again and catch up with
fellow anti-litter aficionados.
Thank you to ‘Robbo’ for providing and
driving the transportation and to the hardworking organisers as it is very challenging
and complicated to stage this event.
Any enquiries about Toodyay Tidy Towns
can be made at the shire or contact our
secretary Kaye on 9574 2056.
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Castor Oil plant is a tough customer

Grahame removing Castor Oil plant at Newcastle Bridge. Photo: Beth Frayne.
Regional Development WA has ‘declared’ by pulling, cutting and chemical treatments
Cotton Bush meaning land holders and while observing strict safety protocols.
local governments have a responsibility to
It’s no wonder group working bees often
control this species. Funding is potentially involve controlling weeds so as to prevent
available to support community groups and them choking native vegetation. This
landholders in tackling this menace.
challenging work is essential and satisfying.
The plants can be controlled by simply
Note that the group now meets on the
pulling them out or by snipping off the seed second Sunday of the month (and following
heads before they open. When handling the Monday) and with the cooler months we start
plant material avoid contact with the toxic at 9am. On May 13 and 14 we will start by
sap and wear protective glasses.
gathering at Duidgee Park. And our main
There is no mistaking the Castor Oil plant task? To reduce the Caltrop population.
with its large star-shaped leaves and reddish
A reminder for those involved with the
trunks and branches.
monitoring points along the River Avon: the
The toxic properties of the Castor Oil plant first sets of data are due by the end of May.
are well known and have been implicated Enjoy your team’s collecting and photoin sinister occurrences including murder. taking.
Certainly, this native of Africa is proving
If you require further information please
fatal to natural areas across the globe contact: our president Sarah on 0428
including Australia.
129 477; Grahame, who co-ordinates our
Friends volunteers have been battling this working bees on 0427 556 863 or, project
introduced tough customer along the river officer Greg on 0429 009 425.

Carpet Python shivers to warm its eggs
Narrow leaf Cotton Bush.

Bugs attract many
to local nature
reserve
Toodyay Naturalists’Club
Brian Foley
WE HAD one of our best attended,
excursions in April.
Members and guests walked around and
through Wallaby Reserve in Morangup,
which covers an area of 43ha.
Starting from the community centre, the
walk was led by renowned entomologist
Paul Van Heurck.
Fifty people were looking for bugs but
due to the dry conditions the bugs were not
prolific. However, enough were found to
keep the adults and children interested.
Paul explained the life cycle of each
species and how they adapt to the
conditions, such as fires; some fly species
require burnt ash to lay their eggs.
We thank all the non-members from
Morangup and those who travelled from
Perth who showed an interest in the
reserve.
In the evening we adjourned to
Drummond House for a meal, a talk
by Paul and held our normal monthly
meeting.
Our May meeting is at the CWA Hall with
Orel McGuire talking on the Aboriginal
history as he knows it.
The club believes it should do more
to recognise the Aboriginal history of
Toodyay and this guest speaker is our start
on this.
We welcome any non-members to
come along and see what the Toodyay
Naturalists’ Club is all about.
For further information visit our website
toodyaynats.org.au at Drummond House
each Saturday morning.
For and injured native animals or reptile
relocation ring Wildcare Helpline, 24
hours, on 9474 9055.

Toodyay Seed Group
Bethan LLoyd
TOODYAY seed group has grown a good
variety of native plants this year and we are
in the process of hardening them off so they
are ready for planting by early June. All we
need now is some decent rain.
For all those people who have ordered
plants we will be having pickup days on
Wednesday May 23 and Saturday June 2
down at the shadehouse at The Junction in
Railway Road; further dates will be added
if needed.
Anyone who has not ordered but would
like plants, please contact Bethan by email
at bethanlloyd 8@msn.com towards end of
May.
The composting has been going so well that
we have a bit of hiatus at the moment while
we wait for it to mature but we should have
some more in mid-May.
Thanks to the shire for bringing up the
grass, turning the compost and loading
for customers and for recently installing
sprinkler system to keep the compost moist.

Toodyay Friends of the River
Greg Warburton
TOODYAY Friends of the River are regularly
approached by members of the community
with questions and enquiries about the local
environment.
The most frequently asked question is:
What can we do about Caltrop?
Much has been communicated about this
troublesome plant but from an environmental
point of view it is low on the list of most
wanted. Although prickly and uncomfortable
it is a mild threat compared with many other
weed species.
Toxic species such as Narrow-leaf Cotton
Bush Gomphocarpusfruticosus and Castor
Oil Plant Ricinuscommunis not only invade
bushland and riparian areas they out-compete
native species and their toxic saps are
capable of killing wildlife and livestock.
Cotton Bush is a slender, erect plant about
2m high with distinctive, bladder-shaped,
green seed pods, covered in soft slender
spines, that produce fluffy seeds. These airborn germinators literally float across the
landscape enabling the plant to colonise large
areas.
Cotton Bush is spreading rapidly throughout
the south west including Toodyay invading
pastures, road verges and natural areas,
especially waterways.
The Department of Primary Industries and

Pick up your plants

Python Watch
Desraé Clarke
DR DAVID Pearson, introduced in the
April Herald, has completed interesting
research that has included comparing the size
difference between male and female Carpet
Pythons living in the same habitat, and the
size difference of those living on islands
compared with those on the mainland.
Study areas were Garden Island, Dryandra
State Forest, Little Wallaby Island in the
Abrolhos Group, Millstream, Robe River,
Manicom Island offshore from Esperance
and St Francis Island off-shore from Ceduna
in SA.
To research and track the animal, a tiny
radio transmitter is inserted through a small
incision in the python’s body.
The male Carpet Python on Garden Island
has an average weight of 120g; the female
can weigh between 5-6kg and she will lay
30 to 35 eggs.
The diet of the male consists of geckos,
lizards, mice, etc, and that of female is
predominantly Tammar Wallaby.
The Dryandra State Forest female python
enjoys a diet of Tammar Wallaby and
Woylies and, once again, the female is very
much bigger than the male; the female lays
18 to 25 eggs.
The male and female Carpet Pythons on
Little Wallaby Island are large as is their prey
the Tammar Wallaby which is a larger animal
than mainland wallabies; the other prey on
Little Wallaby Island is the King’s Skink, a
reptile that can grow up to a metre in length.
Although the island has a substantial
population of Mutton Birds the Carpet
Python had not been observed using the bird
holes or taking the birds as prey.
St Francis Island originally held a
population of Carpet Pythons, Woylies, and
Bandicoots but, with the island farmed with
sheep and cattle and the introduction of dogs
and cats, the ecosystem was altered and the
native animals changed.
Currently there are many male pythons on
St Francis Island but few breeding females
with the reptiles not more than a metre in
length.
A common thread appears that animal
size relates to the prey size. However, it is
a mystery as to size difference between the

Carpet Python. Photo: Lou Kidd.
male and female animals of Garden Island
and the Dryandra State Forest.
A second oddity is that male Carpet
Pythons in the west do not combat over a
female as observed in central and eastern
Australia.
David has a special interest in a large old,
one-eyed male known as Mr T who has been
tracked 8km as he searched for a female in
the nearby Millstream cliffs.
As pythons will climb trees to capture Fruit
Bats, Mr T’s eye loss may be due to the bats’
claws as there were several other pythons in
the vicinity with eye damage.
The female Carpet Python incubates her
eggs for approximately 60 days by coiling
around them and, to raise the temperature if
need be, she will shiver.
The Naturalists’ Club members are always
pleased to receive your observations to
record on its data base for further knowledge
and research.
You can register your sighting on the club’s
website toodyaynats.org.au with details
of location, date, time, weather and if a
photograph was taken.
For reptile relocation, wildlife advice or
assistance contact Wildcare Helpline 9474
9055, a volunteer 24/7 service.
Email Toodyay Naturalists’ Club member
desraec@westnet.com.au or telephone 9574
5574.

PO Box 894 Toodyay 6566
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TRADES AND SERVICES
AIR CONDITIONING

ACCOUNTANT

ANTENNA SERVICES

AUTO REPAIR

BEAUTY SALON

BEAUTY SALON

Toodyay Refrigeration
and Airconditioning
Domestic & commercial installation

Serving Toodyay and surrounding districts
Kim Hanstrum

9574 5325 or 0421 183 698
kimleecottage@gmail.com

RTA AU37292

Service and repairs to all
makes of split system,
evaporative airconditioning
and refrigeration systems

Call now for a free quote
AUTO ELECTRICIAN

AUTOMOTIVE ELECTRICAL
SERVICE
MRB3602

AU08707

• Mobile Service
• Cars, commercials, Trucks,
Tractors & Earthmoving Equipment
• Air Conditioning
• Diagnostic Software for most
Vehicles

Dave Barwood
T: 0438 420 380
PO Box 1643
Toodyay 6566

BLINDS
CONNORS COTTAGE
3 PIESSE STREET OPEN WED - SAT

BEAUTY THERAPY

BOBCAT HIRE

BOBCAT AND TRUCK HIRE
WHY BARROW IT........BOBCAT IT.......

ALL TYPES OF WORK - NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL

LANDSCAPING ADVICE FREELY GIVEN

9574 2130

* FIREBREAKS * LEVELLING
* TANK, SHED & HOUSE PADS
* SAND * SOIL * GRAVEL * ROAD BASE
* BLUE METAL *
PHONE PAUL HARRINGTON
WEEKEND WORK AVAILABLE
0408

BUILDING

952 215

BUILDING

I & R REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE
BUILDING & PROPERTY SERVICES
All types of Building repairs
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Carpentry
Glass repairs
Screen doors and flyscreen repairs
“All areas”
Water collection repairs (gutters, down pipes etc)
Contact
Ross
for
all repairs
Asbestos removal (Lic No. WARL01)
Roof repairs (inc harness points)
Office 9574 4019 or 0418 941 680 mobile
Yard and property clean ups
Email: irrepairsmaintenance@iinet.net.au

Your local repairer for 10 years
BUILDING SERVICES

CARPET CLEANING

Classic
Carpet Cleaners

CEILINGS

BUILDERS

OWNER BUILDERS

Steam cleaning carpets
and upholstery
25 years experience
ALL AREAS
Stephen Soer

0403 067 323
CHAFF SUPPLIES

COMPUTER SERVICE

ABN 38433894229

Ron Jones

PO Box 164
Toodyay WA
Phone/Fax

HOME RENOVATORS

we supply...
Plasterboard & Accessories
Fibrous Cement Sheeting and Insulation

Plasterboard Installation

9574 2087

COMPUTER

GB’s PC’s
BILE COMPUTER
FOR MO
AND UPGRADES
S
R
I
REPA

For virus and spyware removal,
hardware repair, system upgrades
and quotes on new PC’s

Call Glen or Vicki on 9572 9170
or 0409 904 994
email gbpc@iinet.net.au

Fix, Flush, Cornice & Sand

CONCRETE
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TRADES AND SERVICES
CRANE-TRUCK HIRE

CRAFT SUPPLIES
ABN 26 046 478 049

CONSIDER THIS

Find us on

Northam
Craft Centre

Comprehensive range of
Crafts, Quilting,
Sewing supplies and Workshops

Phone Wendy on

9621 1288
Email: jimstiltandhiab@yahoo.com

Toodyay and
Hills area

CUSHIONS AND COVERS

DECORATOR / COVERS

Designer Cushions & Loose Covers

Custom
Made Outdoor
Furnishing

Suzanne Studman 0439 909 603

designercushions@live.com.au - www.designercushions.com.au
EARTHWORKS

EARTHMOVING

• Detailed earth works • Drainage and pipework
• Horse arenas and round yards • Laser level cut and fill
• Driveways and Remediation works
• General trenching (pipes, Cables, footings)
• Block clean-ups and stump removal

MACHINES
• 7t Tip truck
• 4t Excavator (with tilt hitch)
• S160 Bobcat plus attachments
Brett Schutz

0448 227 758
ABN 51 136 196 802 / PO Box 1540 Toodyay 6566 / Email: bnearthworks@gmail.com

EARTHMOVING

EASY TARGET

ELECTRICAL SERVICE

Vernice Pty Ltd
Earthmoving Contractors

Professional Construction of:
Sand Pads, Site Leveling,
Bitumen Work, Driveways,
Dam Sinking and
Major Subdivisional Work
Complete Range Of Equipment
Enquire all hours
Office 9574 2304 Fax 9574 2635
Workshop 9574 2030
Mobile 0429 040 362
Email: vernice@vianet.net.au
ELECTRICIAN

ELECTRICIAN

LIFELINE
ELECTRICS

EC 002951

81 Stirlingia Drive
Toodyay WA 6566
Mail to PO Box 259
Toodyay 6566

All types of Commercial
and domestic installations

FREE QUOTES

New to Toodyay,
with 35 years experience

JOHN HAGGAS
ELECTRICIAN

FIND IT HERE

Mobile: 0419 963 525
A/H: (08) 9574 5483
Email: jbhaggas@bigpond.com

FASHION CLOTHING

Stylish
Fashions
find us in
Northam
Boulevarde
(Subway end)
153 Fitzgerald St
Northam
Phone: 9622 7989
or 0472 777 754
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TRADES AND SERVICES

FENCING

FENCING

GT FENCING

EXPERIENCED LOCAL OPERATOR - COMPARE THE PRICES - FREE QUOTES

RURAL / HOBBY FARM
• POST AND RAIL
• ELECTRIC FENCING
• POST RAMMING

DOMESTIC
• RESIDENTIAL & HERITAGE ALL STYLES.....
TIMBER OR STEEL
• REMOTE CONTROLLED SOLAR OR ELECTRIC GATES
• INSURANCE WORK

EMAIL: gtfencing56@gmail.com

FENCING

PHONE GARRY

0418 917 475

FIREBREAKS
Email: gejavalley@gmail.com

Farm Fencing
Post & Rail
Domestic Fencing
Mini Loader

Trenching
Post Holes
Post Ramming
Landscaping

Because your fence ersatysy !
a lot about your prop

Linian Fencing
& Contracting

0427 271 617
Ph/Fax 9574 4296

FISH SUPPLIES

FLOORING

DIRECT SEAFOODS NT

Toodyay Timber Flooring
Owner/Operator
• Installation
• Sanding
• Polishing
• Coating

Come and see us for the

cheapest, freshest & best quality

Australian fish direct from the boat to you!

The FISH VAN is open from 8.30am to 4.30pm
Stirling Terrace Toodyay on:
APRIL 11th and 25th
MAY 9th and 23rd
Fortnightly thereafter

Free Quotes
Quality Workmanship

0455 503 515

Ph: 0447 986 289

Follow us
on Facebook

FLYSCREENS

admin@directseafoodsnt.com.au

FREIGHT

GARDEN SERVICE

GARDEN CARE

Toodyay
Express
✰ WHITE GOODS ✰ YOUR GOODS
✰ FURNITURE ✰ FARM EQUIPMENT
✰ ALL GOODS ✰ SAME DAY SERVICE
Prompt pickup and delivery to or from the
metropolitan area and into the surrounding
areas of the Avon Valley

Ph/Fax 9631 1113
Mobile 0409 118 019
Pete & Maureen

We “CARE”
“CUSTOMERS ARE REALLY EVERYTHING”

GARDEN SERVICE

GRAPHIC ARTS

Business
owners!

HAIRDRESSER

HOUSE CLEANING

Need professional help
with your advertising and
promotion?

ps.harms@redbrookart.com.au

9572 9061

HANDYMAN - BUILDER

GARRY SMITH

EXPERIENCED LOCAL OPERATOR - COMPARE THE PRICES - FREE QUOTES

• STEEL FRAMED HOUSE CONSTRUCTION
• OWNER BUILDER ASSISTANCE
• SHED CONVERSIONS / RENOVATIONS
• SMALL ADDITIONS
• TILING
Local contact for:

• PATIOS / CARPORTS
• PERGOLAS / DECKS
• SHADE SAILS
• INSURANCE WORK

0418 917 475

EMAIL: getgaz56@bigpond.com

HEATING AND COOLING

LANDSCAPING AND EARTHWORKS

MECHANICAL

TRADES AND SERVICES

METAL WORKS

NEW & USED MOTOR VEHICLES

NEW & USED MOTOR VEHICLES
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LAUNDRETTE & CLEANING SERVICES

MOTORCYCLES AND SCOOTERS

NEW & USED MOTOR VEHICLES

NURSERY

NEW & USED MOTOR VEHICLES

OPTOMETRIST

• Bulk billing to Medicare
• HBF & DVA Provider
• Competitive prices
• Great range of frames & sunglasses
• Locally owned and operated

www.northamoptical.com.au
138 Fitzgerald St Northam WA P 9621 1131 E northamoptical@yahoo.com.au

PATIO AND DECKING

PEST CONTROL

REGIONAL PEST CONTROL

TARGETED ADVERTISING

PHD Lic : 727

30 years Experience

ABN : 75 949 009 220

The Experienced Professionals in Pest Control
LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
For all your Domestic or Commercial Pest Control Needs

TION
IG A
OBL EE
FR ES
T
QUO

PEST CONTROL

Julian’s
Avon Valley, Wheatbelt & Perth Hills
Insects / Rodents / Termites
Bees / Pigeons / Bed Bugs
Termite Baiting System

0405 450 124

HERALD ADVERTISEMENT

CONTACT : KEN & NAT PROWSE
9574 4401 ph / fax
Mobile : 0427 778 643

email : regionalpestcontrol@bigpond.com
Call Your Regional Pest Control Experts

PLUMBER

PLUMBING & GAS

PO Box 894 Toodyay 6566
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TRADES AND SERVICES

PUSH BACK THE COST

PUMPS

PUMPS

REFRIGERATION & AIR CON

T OODYAY PUMPS

MOBILE PUMP SERVICE
Servicing to all makes of pumps
Suppliers of Domestic
& Bore Water Systems

Serving Toodyay and surrounding districts
Kim Hanstrum

9574 5325 or 0421 183 698

Phone JIM & LYN

kimleecottage@gmail.com

9574 4032 or 0417 173 104
55 Railway Road Toodyay

Call now for a free quote

SCRAP METAL

ROOFING AND RESTORATION

RTA AU37292

The Power in Agriculture

Domestic & commercial installation

Service and repairs to all
makes of split system,
evaporative airconditioning
and refrigeration systems

Agents for: Onga, Ebara,
Grundfos, Mono
Manufacturers of the
Feri Airlift System Air Pump

SunPowerWA

Toodyay Refrigeration
and Airconditioning

SCRAP METAL

CASH PAID FOR ALL
SCRAP METALS
Aluminium Cans etc. Copper Brass
Tin Steel Batteries Radiators etc.

RM & NB

Phone Charlie or Marion
9574 2987

Mob. 0438 412 324 or 0439 842 987
SEARCHING FOR STAFF

SECURITY DOORS AND WINDOWS

SHEARING CONTRACTORS

SHOE REPAIRS

� ��o R���i� ��� Saving
Soles
SHEARING

Bob:

0409 300 673

SIGNS

Servicing Northam
and surrounding areas for
all your shearing and
crutching needs.
Phone Bob:

Watch Batteries & Bands
Tues-Fri 9a
Key Cutting
m-5p
Sat 9am-no m
on
Engraving
Closed

Ricki Lov

Mondays

Owner

0484 388 309

192 Fitzgerald Street
Northam WA 6401

0447 036 836

�ov��icki �����i��co�

SPORTS RETAILER

STORAGE UNITS

Avon Storage
Toodyay

- Now Managed by Country Realty Self storage Units
Located at Extracts Industrial Estate
6m x 3m (single garage size) units
now available
You lock it up – You keep the key

Ph 9574 4200
TAXI SERVICE

TOWING

The more passengers per run
...the cheaper the fare!

SERVICING

TOODYAY & SURROUNDS

Lic No. 5077

Call

TRACEY BUIE 0413 256 628

www.theminersrun.com.au
TOWING

TREE LOPPING
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TRADES AND SERVICES

TREE SERVICE

UPHOLSTERY

WASTE REMOVAL

WATER/BORES

Julimar Drilling Services
•
•
•
•
•

Water bore construction
Domestic and Commerical
Rotary mud and air
Hard rock, clay and sand
Free quotes

Contact Nathan or Sandy
Ph:
9574 5582
Mob: 0409 089 392
Email: julimards@bigpond.com
WINDSCREEN

WOOL BUYING

WORK WEAR & SAFETY

WHEATBELT
SAFETY WEAR
84 Fitzgerald Street
NORTHAM
Ph:9621 1852

Ron:0427 858 383 Anne:0417 094 337

ENVIRONMENT

‘Whee-it whee-it’ signals arrival of gregarious Cockatiel
Bird of the Month
Desraé Clarke
ALTHOUGH the Cockatiel is not normally
found in our shire and is mainly found in
arid areas, it has been sighted to the east of
Toodyay.
This small bird, of about 29-32cm, is a
cockatoo. It was formerly described as a
parrot and, although it has many similar
features of wings and long tail, scientific
evidence has classified it as a cockatoo and
the sole member of its genus.
Its flight is swift and direct without the
undulations typical of the parrot family. It

gives distinctive, loud and clear contact calls
of ‘whee-it, whee-it’ while in flight.
If possible, the Cockatiel must come to
water to drink daily so it is found along water
courses and, as a seed eater, around open
grasslands within mulga habitat.
It is a highly nomadic species with its
movements influenced by rainfall.
The male and female are predominantly
soft grey in colour with similar markings
although those of the male are much brighter.
It has yellow cheeks, throat and forehead,
with an orange-red ear covering appearing
as a splotch on the face, and an erect yellow
crest tinged with grey; it has brown eyes.

The Cockatiel can be taught to talk and whistle and makes a great pet.

The female is much duller with a greyer
head and crest. The outer tail feathers and
underwing are a pale yellow, finely barred
grey, and the flight feathers have yellow/
white flecks.
Nests are hollows in a variety of eucalypt
species. Breeding is from August to
December when it lays four to five white,
rounded eggs
Both parents incubate the eggs over
18 to 20 days with the young fledging in

approximately five weeks.
This gregarious little bird is a great
favourite as a pet and a wonderful little
companion and it may be taught to talk and
whistle.
For any wildlife queries or advice and
for reptile relocation details call 9474 9055
Wildlife Helpline, a 24/7 volunteer service.
To contact the Toodyay Naturalists’ Club
email info@toodyaynats.org.au or phone
9574 5574.
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WHEN AND WHERE
AIR FORCE
AAFC 708 Squadron
Australian Air Force Cadets 12½ - 17yrs,
Building J1, Northam Army Camp Grt
Eastern Hwy. Friday 6.30-9.30pm school
term. 708squ@cadetnet.gov.au.
ARTS/CRAFTS/HISTORY/GAMES
23012J Mah Jong Group
Thursday from 9.30am to 11.30am at the
Cola Café. Social game all welcome – the
Green Dragon. Phone Patricia 9574 4559.
Arts Toodyay
1st Tuesday monthly 7.30pm, The Old
Police Station, Duke St North. Linda
Rooney Secretary 0488 098 353 or Ruth
9574 4695.
Avon Woodturners Group
Every Sunday and Wednesday 9am-noon.
Toodyay Junction, Railway Parade.
Knitters & Natters Coffee Club
New club for novice knitters & crochet.
9am, 3rd Wednesday each month. Cola
Café. Alison Wroth 9574 2681.
Ragbag Quilting Group
1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month. St
Stephens Hall from 10am-2.30pm. 9574
4303.
Toodyay Ballet School
Classes at 507 Julimar Rd. Girls and boys
4yrs up 9574 4459 Saturdays 9am-3pm.
Toodyay Community Resource Centre
The Three C’s (Crochet, Coffee, Chat).
Tuesdays, 9.30am-noon, 111 Stirling
Terrace. Toodyay CRC 9574 5357.
Toodyay Historical Society
Meets 3rd Wednesday of each month, 7pm
at Donegan’s Cottage. President Robyn
Taylor 9574 2578 or secretary.2j.ths@
gmail.com.
Toodyay Spinners
Tuesday & Wednesdays, and 1st and 3rd
Saturdays 9am to noon, Parkers Cottage,
Showgrounds. Felters 2nd Monday at
noon. Heather Jones 0407 287 002.
Toodyay Theatre Group
For details David Mitchell 0400 283 425.
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Toodyay Chamber of Commerce & Industry
3rd Monday of month at Freemasons
Hotel 7pm. Bob Schrader 0411 881 909,
or 2jchamber@gmail.com.
CHURCHES
Aglow Gidgegannup
Christian Fellowship. 1st Thursdays
10am at Rec hall, Percy Cullen Oval
Gidgegannup Lyn 9574 6450.

Anglican Church
10am Sundays weekly. St Stephen’s
Church 0455 543 888.
Catholic Church
St. John the Baptist, Toodyay: Saturday
Vigil 5pm.
Faith Christian Fellowship
Sundays 9.30am Cnr Grey & Wellington
Sts, Northam 9622 1324 or fcfnortham @
westnet.com.au
The Well of Life Christian Fellowship
Meets every Sunday at 10am. Bakers Hill
Primary School Library. Pastor David
Wesley 0407 999 182.
Toodyay Baptist Church
10.30am Sunday at 18 Stirling Terrace
phone 9574 4546.
Uniting Church
10am St Stephen’s Church, Toodyay

Natural Resource Management Centre,
269 Fitzgerald Street, Northam. Janet
Wilkinson 9574 5947.
Earth Solutions - Avon Valley
3rd Tuesday 6pm PB Kirby Centre, cnr
Gordon & Wellington Sts, Northam. 9622
5203.
Toodyay Friends of the River (TFOR)
Second Sunday or following Monday. 9am
(winter); 8am (summer). Details on TFOR
noticeboard outside Drummond House.
0427556863. info@tfor.org.au.
Toodyay Garden Club
1st Thursday 10am Mary Donegan-Guthrie
9574 5566 for next venue.
Toodyay Naturalists’ Club
Meets 3rd Saturday. Call 0419 933 721,
9574 5574 or email info@toodyaynats.
org.au.

EDUCATION/SCOUTS/ PLAYGROUPS
ETC
Avon Valley Home Education Collective
Inc.
Sharon Pegrum 0466 430 979.www.avon
valleyhomeeducation.wordpress.com.
Cubs, Joeys & Scouts
(School term) Youth Hall, Showgrounds,
Cubs & Joeys 4-5.30pm Scouts, Thursday
6-8pm 9574 2363.
Morangup Playgroup
Morangup Community Hall, Wallaby Way,
Morangup. Wednesdays 9.30 to 11.30am.
Emma Whately 9572 9376.
Toodyay District High School P&C
2nd Monday of each month, 5.30pm in the
TDHS Staff Room during school terms.
Toodyay Kindergym
Kindergym Fridays. Toodyay Sports
Pavilion. Claire Moore 9574 4529.
Toodyay Playgroup
Mondays and Thursdays 9-11am at the
Toodyay Community Centre. Contact
Kelly-Anne Murray on 0406 585 716 or
playgrouptoodyay@gmail.com.
Toodyay Toy Library
Thursdays 10-11am. Toodyay Community
Centre. Kartini 0410 053 171 and Jayde
0424 980 514.

FARMERS MARKET
Toodyay Farmers Market
3rd Sunday of month. Contact Annette 0432
839 690 or 9594 3220. Toodyayfarmers
market@gmail.com.

EMERGENCY SERVICES
Bejoording Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
3rd Friday of the month at 5.45pm at the
Bejoording Fire Shed
Coondle Nunile Volunteer Bush Fire
Brigade
2nd Saturday October to April, June and
August, 5pm Coondle Fire Shed.
Julimar Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Meets 3rd Saturday 6pm Julimar Fire Shed,
Training Sunday 10am.
Morangup Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
3rd Saturday 5.30pm at 3 Wallaby
Way, Morangup. Kim Maddrell or
secretarymvbfb@gmail.com.
Toodyay Central Volunteer Bush Fire
Brigade
4th Tuesday 7.30pm at Toodyay Fire and
Emergency Services Centre. Training 3rd
Sunday.
Toodyay State Emergency Service
4th Tuesday, 3 Wallaby Way, Morangup.
Local Manager – Jeff Venn 0438 490 331.
toodyayseslocalmanager@gmail.com.
Toodyay Volunteer Fire and Rescue
1st Monday Fire Station 7.30pm.
ENVIRONMENT
Avon Valley Environmental Society
3rd Friday monthly noon. Wheatbelt

Classifieds

NORTHAM
PAWNBROKERS
OPEN
9am-5pm Monday-Friday
Saturday 9am-12noon
Good quality NEW and USED
Furniture and other
small goods
TV's, Tablets etc.
Large selection of DVD's
232 Fitzgerald Street, Northam
Opposite the Northam Post Office

For Sale
CASH paid for aluminium cans, steel, brass,
copper, old car bodies, etc. Lot 10 Tannin
Place, Industrial Extracts, Northam Road.
Ph 9574 2987 or 0438 412 324.
WHITE 7ft 6 Patio Table and 6 chairs. $50
Phone 9574 2698
Garage Sale

GARAGE SALE Saturday-Sunday, May

19-20 420 Julimar Road, Toodyay, 8am-4pm.
Household antiques, collectibles, fabric,
treadle sewing machine, long stitches, pot
plants, Western Mail prints, antique display
cabinet, artist’s drawing board, vinyl records,
old comics, machinery seats, corrugated iron,
garagenalia, old tools, steel wheels, military
bits, demijohns, whisky jugs, old bottles,
assorted metal odds, horse brasses, Disney
videos, kero lamps, cast iron cookware,
pipe collection, tins, chinaware, glassware,
ephemera, books, platform scale, miniatures,
old-bits, tapestry wool, stamps, jigsaws.
Much more-too numerous to mention.

FESTIVALS
Toodyay Moondyne Festival
moondynecommittee@gmail.com.
HEALTH
Australian Breastfeeding Assoc
2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 3 Elizabeth Pl
Northam 10am-noon. 3rd Tuesday Toodyay
Playgroup noon-2pm. Louise 9574 0229.
Child Health Immunisation Clinic
Next clinic Sheree 9574 4577 for
appointment.
Yoga
Friday 9am, Monday 6pm Toodyay
Community Resource Centre 9574 4184.
MINIATURE RAILWAY
Toodyay Miniature Railway
1st and 3rd Sundays commencing Easter
Sunday. Inquiries 9574 4462.
MUSIC
The Toodyay Community Singers
CWA Hall, Stirling Tce at 7pm Thursday
nights. Margaret O’Sullivan 9574 2183.
Toodyay Music Club
2nd Saturday 1pm CWA Hall, Joe 0400
862 694.
PROGRESS ASSOCIATION
Toodyay Progress Association (Inc)
Chair – Larry Graham 0419 276 415.
Secretary – Geoff Appleby 0427 299 330.
SENIORS
Autumn Club
Wednesday 1-4pm Toodyay Sports Pavilion
Glenyce Bosnjak 9574 4587.
Butterly Cottages
2nd Friday monthly. 9574 2498.
Fitness and Fun For The Over 55s
We d n e s d a y 9 a m , Yo u t h H a l l a t
showgrounds.
Ida’s Hideaway
Saturdays 1-4pm Toodyay Community
Resource Centre. Ann Sinclair 0407 754
459.
Moerlina
Senior day care. Every Tuesday and
Thursday Toodyay Sports Pavilion.
Probus Club Toodyay
2nd Tuesday of month at 7pm, Freemasons
Hotel, Dr.Monika Zechetmayr: 08 9574
2559.
General
MERGING LANES DRIVING SCHOOL.
$50 for 60 minutes with a local, friendly,
qualified and experienced instructor.
Phone 0411 339 749,
merginglanesdrivingschool@gmail.com
Services
GRAHAM Boston – Jeweller. Jewellery
design manufacture and repairs, watch
batteries etc. Phone 0438 919 932

Public Notices
Annual General Meeting
Julimar Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
AGM will take place on Saturday 9 June
following the 6pm Ordinary General
Meeting. Nomination forms will be displayed
in ‘The Fireplace’. Nominations close at
midday 2 June. Absentee votes must reach
the Secretary by midday 9 June.
General
Lay not on any soul a load which ye would
not wish to be laid upon you, and desire not
for anyone the things ye would not desire
for yourselves.
				
- Baha’u’llah

SERVICE ORGANISATIONS
Country Women’s Association
4th Thursday 1pm CWA Hall. Bookings
call Jennifer Clarke on 9574 5715.
RSL Toodyay Sub -Branch
1st Saturday February, April, May, July,
September (AGM) & November 2pm at
Memorial Hall Max Howard 9574 2102.
Toodyay Lions Club
1st and 3rd Tuesdays Freemasons Hotel.
Toodyay Masonic Lodge
4th Thursday Masonic Hall Fiennes St
7.30pm. Graham Barber 9574 5717.
Toodyay Men’s Shed
Monday and Thursday 8.30am–noon at
6176 Toodyay Road. Phil 9574 5426.
Toodyay Community Safety and Crime
Prevention Association
Alan Clabaugh,Wayne Clarke 9574 5574.
Toodyay Red Cross
2nd Monday February, May, August &
November Anglican Hall 1.30pm.
Toodyay Roadwise Committee
1st Wednesday of month. Upstairs Toodyay
Bakery 10am. Max Heath 9574 2069.
SPORT – EQUESTRIAN
Avon Valley Adult Riding Club
4th Saturday (Feb - Nov) at Northam. Tina
0499 030 177.
Mortlock Pony Club
1st Sunday Feb-Nov. Goomalling. Tanzi
0427 859 493.
SPORT – BOWLING
Toodyay Bowling Club
Thursday and Saturday 1pm start. Names
in by 12.30pm please. Toodyay Bowling
Club, Oddfellow Street. Kaye Rewell 9574
2056 klrewell@bigpond.com
SPORT - GOLF
Toodyay Golf Club
Men play Sundays, scroungers Thursday.
Bruce 9574 5243. Ladies Wednesdays
8.30am Roma 9574 5534.
SPORT – KARATE/TAI CHI
Avongrove Tai Chi
Classes at CWA Hall Mondays 7.30pm,
Thursday and Saturday 9am. Peter Millar
0408 364 917 avongrovetaichi@ gmail.
com.
Avon Valley Shotokan Karate Club
Wedesdays at Youth Hall, Showgrounds.
Peewees 3.45-4.30pm, juniors 4.30-5.30pm,
seniors 6-7.30pm. avonvalleyshotokan@
gmail.com.

SPORT – SOCCER
Toodyay Soccer Club
Mondays 4-5.30pm in terms 2 and 3. For
ages 5-15yrs. toodyaysoccer@gmail.com
SPORT – TENNIS
Social Tennis
Tuesday 8.30am ladies and senior men.
Toodyay Tennis Club
Tuesday 8.30am Friday 7pm and Saturday
2pm Therese Chitty 9574 4274.
VINTAGE VEHICLES
Avon Valley Vintage Vehicle Assoc
3rd Saturday 10.30am at old engineer’s
quarters next to Northam Railway Museum,
Fitzgerald Street Northam. 9622 5932.
Please contact us to update
your details at news@toodyayherald.
com.au.

Northam

Monday and Thursday
afternoons
Book appointments
online via Facebook

Dean Butler

B. Sc. (physio) GCOSH
Phone/SMS

0472 756 323
wheatbeltphysio@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/wheatbeltphysio
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Crosscode

Sudoku

Crosscode is a logic puzzle. Each letter is a number.
Begin by guessing the first word and placing the
additional letters into the crosscode. Keep guessing
words/letters until completed.

Sudoku is based on the logical placement
of numbers. Sudoku doesn’t require any
calculation nor special math skills; all that is
needed are brains and concentration. Every
number from 1 to 9 must appear in each of
the nine columns, nine rows and the nine 3x3
boxes.
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ACROSS
2 Cross-examine
7 Wicked
8 Applaud
10 Otalgia
11 Inventory
12 Lyric poems
13 Aristocracy
14 Brief connection
16 Confidence trick
(coll)
18 Consumed food
20 Dank
21 Withdraws from
22 Second last
DOWN
1 Camaraderie
2 Passes away
3 Overjoyed
4 Down-to-earth person
5 Reverberates
6 Ran away
9 Post Office OIC
15 Inhabitants of Italy’s
capital
17 Highlight
18 Fully grown
19 Fit out

Toodyay Rainfall
Recordings are taken at The Toodyay Club on behalf of the Bureau of Meteorology in mm (recordings and average commenced on 1/1/1877)
YEAR

JAN

FEB

MAR

APR

MAY

JUN

JUL

AUG

SEP

OCT

NOV

DEC

TOTAL

2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
Average

0
8
0
24.2
0
30.4
0
0.5
114.3
77.8
90.6
11.50

10.8
8
0
15.4
42.3
0
2
31.3
0
116.2
9.8
12.50

9.8
9
0
14.2
0
66.7
3.8
30.9
73
24.1
0
20.00

76.8
32.6
0
10.4
11.8
10.4
62.9
31.4
64
0
4.4
26.20

38.2
39.2
0
36.6
23.6
79.4
71.8
32.4
54.4
20.8

62.8
83.6
0
52.6
106.2
11.2
58.2
25.8
57.2
30.7

146.2
115
69.4
92
13.8
70.4
103.7
99.2
94.7
100

8.4
76.2
36.2
70.2
51.9
90.9
38.4
62.8
77.8
82.7

50.6
56.2
12
65
59.7
100.3
41.6
14.4
34.7
54.4

43
17.2
3.4
57.4
3.6
19.4
53.2
25.7
33.2
8.2

31
30.2
7.2
18.8
52.1
2
21.4
21.9
1.8
12.3

3.4
2.6
21.4
29.2
29
3.4
0
4.8
27.4
22.3

66.40

97.80

101.60

79.60

48.00

31.40

15.00

9.40

481
477.8
149.6
486
394
484.5
457
381.1
632.5
549.5
104.8
519.40

Cryptic Clues
ACROSS
2 Interrogate, and make longer
perhaps?
7 Live up to being heinous
8 Give someone a big hand for
a sudden sharp sound
10 Briefly fear a cheerless
aural pain
11 Incline to one side of a record
12 Poems intended to be sung
in Rhodesian
13 The most important type size
14 A term for a chat
16 A pre-school early morning
informal ruse
18 Devoured some grated
ingredients
20 Hid without hesitation
when damp
21 Gives up one’s job, and
leaves
22 The second last writer is the
most significant
DOWN
1 A chap joins the craft out of
brotherhood
2 Drops off the perch outside
3 In high spirits behind time,
outside England
4 Concerning a schedule
for a matter-of-fact person
5 Repeats things that
evoke memories
6 Shot through some
rifle deliveries
9 The boss of a PO is after
the governor
15 From answers within a New
Testament epistle
17 The culmination of a
decisive moment in a
dramatic work
18 A grown-up becomes
a little mad, ultimately
19 Provide for pique
alterations
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health

Raising healthy babies

She’ll be right? Not always, when it
comes to looking after your back

Warriors Wellbeing
Terry and the Team
AS BLOKES we are all guilty of just
wanting to get the job done and sometimes

throw our bodies on the line without ever
considering the possible consequences.
We see this with both young and old
blokes alike, and injuring our back is one
possible consequence.
In fact, the Australian Institute of Health
and Welfare suggests that 70-90 per cent of
the population will experience lower back
pain in some form during their life.
Back problems can be caused by a
multitude of factors ranging from: a preexisting issue or weakness we may have
from childhood; wear and tear caused by
the physically demanding jobs blokes
undertake or, our modern day sedentary
lifestyle (eg. hours sitting in trucks/
tractors, office chairs and on the couch).
There are also those situations where we
push ourselves a bit too hard or things just
go pear-shaped.
It’s important to recognise that our back
is a precious commodity, just ask anyone
who has suffered a back injury resulting
in chronic pain – it can be debilitating.
A neglectful attitude is something else a
lot of blokes are guilty of and this attitude
can exacerbate many health conditions.
This is a common attitude that underpins
the often unspoken but hardwired attitude
that “I am a warrior” and “it will not
happen to me”.
How many times have you heard a bloke
experiencing pain say, “she’ll be right, I’ll
see how it goes” and puts up with his issue
for weeks, months, and even years?

Toodyay Early Years Network
THE IMPORTANCE of a child’s first three
years will be discussed at a Toodyay Early
Years workshop from 9.15am to 12.30pm
on Thursday May 10 at the Community
Resource Centre.
Topics include: building a strong,
positive relationship with your child; how
to help your baby feel secure and safe and,
how outside factors such as alcohol and
substance use while pregnant can affect a
baby’s development.
Morning tea will be provided.
To register, contact Toodyay Shire
Health Nurse Bree Byfield on 9574 4577
or Bree.Byfield@health.wa.gov.au.

Bulging belly; we can’t all have a
raging six pack like some of the pin-up
boys but losing a few kilos off the guts
and increasing strength around our core
muscles, especially our pelvic floor, takes
unwanted pressure off our lower back.
Lifting logically; we need to bend
our knees, keep our back straight, and
keep the load centred to our body. Also,
when we are helping our mate lift those
heavy loads or rearranging furniture
for the wife remember, prior planning
and communication prevents piss-poor
performance.
If back pain is not resolving itself with
some of these basic back care tips always
consult your GP or book in to see a
physiotherapist for more specific treatment
and back care exercises.
For further information: ring 9690 2277;
emailmenshealth@4blokes.com.au; visit
regionalmenshealth.com.au or send mail to
PO Box 768, Northam WA 6401.

If we’re lucky, we do five minutes of
stretching and remember to sit up straight
for the rest of the day but that’s about as
far as it goes.
Proper back care should be part of our
regular routine and there are simple steps
we can take that will not only decrease the
chances of back problems but also benefit
our overall wellbeing, such as:
Exercise and stretching; the better
shape our body is in with a good range of
movement decreases the risk of putting our
back under unwanted pressure. Try some
yoga;
Proper posture; whether it’s sitting in a
tractor, behind a desk or with our feet up
enjoying Saturday arvo footy, our body is
not designed to be in a seated position for
extended periods.
Get up and stretch out as often as possible
and make sure we don’t slouch or slump in
our chairs. Place a rolled-up towel behind
the lower back for good lumbar support.

Wound camera aids healing
NORTHAM Hospital Ladies Auxiliary has
provided funds for a $10,000 wound camera
for Wheatbelt patients.
The camera measures wound depth, width
and length, reduces the risk of contamination
and generates information to assess the status
of wound healing.
It will be used in the wound clinic and other
departments to assess complex and chronic
wounds.
Volunteer auxiliary members thank hospital
staff and visitors for supporting the kiosk
which provided the funds for the camera.
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Bowls roll on
into winter

sport and leisure

Toodyay Bowling Club
Kaye Rewell

Toodyay Lions league and reserve players observe the minute’s silence on Anzac Day in Wongan Hills.

Lions’ first home game on May 20 may turn the tide
Toodyay Football Club
Patrick Thompson, Treasurer

TWO ROUNDS into the season and
Toodyay are still searching for their first
win after consecutive away losses in both
grades.
The season opener was an away match
to Calingiri. The league team started the
match slowly, going into quarter time with
a six goals to one deficit.
This proved too much to peg back
and Toodyay narrowly went down by
six points, even after keeping Calingiri

goalless in the second half.
It was the opposite for the reserves, who
started well but eventually got overrun as
injures mounted, leaving only 17 players
and no bench to finish the match.
Sunday’s away match to Wongan Hills
started in similar fashion, with Wongan
getting the jump early to lead by four goals
at half time. Toodyay fought back in the
third quarter, but wasted their opportunities
by kicking 4.10.
The final score was an inaccurate 9.19.73
to Wongan’s 13.6 84.

Club challenge gets into
kata and kumite

From left: Xech McKenzie and Lincoln Pope competing in cadet kumite.
Avon Valley Shotokan
Kylie Burton
WE FINISHED off Term 1 with an exciting
club challenge on April 6 when club members
of all ages met at the Toodyay Youth Hall for
our in-house tournament.
Club challenges are held once per term to
provide our students with the opportunity to
compete in both kata and kumite in a friendly
environment.
Family and friends are always welcome
and it is always a great social night for those
who attend.
Everyone competed well on the night and it
was fantastic to see so many senior members
competing.
Overall winners for their divisions were;
Tracey Dack, George Leach, James Burton,
Bianca Dack and Sawyer Smith.
Our next club challenge will be held at

Toodyay Youth Hall on Friday June 22
from 6pm. This will also include belt and
certificate presentations from our June
grading.
We are currently taking expressions of
interest for a team to travel to Margaret
River in August to train and compete in the
annual USKU championships. It is great to
see so many members taking advantage of
this awesome opportunity.
The club is looking at a really strong team
and will hopefully be bringing back some
medals on behalf of Toodyay and WA.
We start back on Monday April 30 at
Clackline and Wednesday May 2 at Toodyay
Youth Hall.
For further information please email
avonvalleyshotokan@gmail.com.
We always welcome new members of any
age.

The reserves were in the match all day
and enjoyed an eight-point three quarter
time lead. However, a six-goal final term
from Wongan ended Toodyay’s chance at
registering their first win.
Earlier in April our trial of a night match
was a great success when we hosted
Boddington. The night was well supported
with a healthy crowd gathering around the
bar to watch a great game of footy.
The League team named a three-man
leadership group to captain the side for the
2018 season, with Ben Jenkins, Michael
Burgess and Dylan Burgess getting the
honours. Robbie Johnson will lead the
reserves side as captain.
The first home match of the season is
Sunday May 20 against Goomalling.
Training is at 6pm on Tuesday and Friday
nights and we welcome anyone to come
down and join in.

THE SUMMER season of bowls has
finished with our ladies and men finishing
at the bottom half of the ladder. Hopefully,
we will do better next year.
The winner of the ladies’ pennants was
a team from Goomalling.
Our ladies had their annual gala day on
April 21 and a good day was had by all.
The winning team was a combined team
with one lady from Bolgart and three from
Goomalling. Congratulations to them.
Second was a team from Beverley.
Winter bowls starts on Thursday May 17
with games every Saturday and Thursday
until mid-September. Please have names
in by 12.30pm for a 1pm start on each day.
This will be a mixed pairs competition
with money prizes and a jackpot each
week. We will have afternoon tea between
the two games and nibbles after the game.
Cost is $8 per person.
Anyone who wishes to play is welcome.
If you are a beginner, we will teach you.
Contact Kaye Rewell on 9574 2056.
We are also having a roll up on
Wednesday afternoons at 3pm for the
next few weeks. Come and join us on the
green.

Calling all golfers
Toodyay Golf Club
Kaye Rewell
THE GOLF season has started so come and
have a game at Toodyay’s scenic course.
The rain has started so the fairways should
green up early this season.
Opening day is Sunday May 6 – Makit
Hardware Trophy Day.
Men play on Sundays starting at noon.
Contact men’s captain Adam Pearce on 0427
252 417.
Ladies play on Wednesdays at 9am.
Contact ladies’ captain Roma Heath on 9574
5534.
New members welcome.
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Principals Pen

Your local family owned Real Estate
MAY’S AUCTION !!

Welcome to May’s Edition
Well April has been and gone and we should be
getting into our selling season in May.
Hopefully with some rains. Our hills will go green
and the river will flow and Toodyay becomes the
magnificent place it is known for and the buyers
will come once again.
So, time for you – our vendors, to get busy and
tidy up, mow, rake, paint, clean and do
everything you can do to present your property at
its best for the selling season.
And time for us – Your agents to get busy and take
new photos, fly the drone over green paddocks
and alter all the brochures and photos on the
websites so we can also make best of the selling
season.
So, this month should be a busy time for all of us!!
April’s Auctions
On the 14th April we auctioned both 44 & 46
Telegraph Road and sold both under the hammer.
A great result both vendors and the buyers.
We cancelled the auction of 20 Oaklands place
and it now for sale at $825,000 but the
neighbours still came to see!!
May’s Auction
Appleton house has had a fantastic response to
the advertising with 11 couples through the first
home open and 7 couples through the second. It is
open again Saturday 5th May 12:00 noon – 1:00pm
then again on auction day 11:00am – 12:00.
We are confident of a great result at Auction day!
Thank you!
A huge thank you to the historical society, we
were having trouble finding dates and history of
Appleton House and they have assisted.
So to Beth, Robin, Jenny, Milton a huge thank you
from us!!
The work you have done for us has been amazing.
Certainly, makes you proud to be part of this
wonderful town!!
Inside the office
Girls have been busy!!
Sharon + Faith have both been flat out leasing
properties.
Jo has blossomed to a fantastic receptionist and
helper to Bill + myself.
Bill is getting ready for cropping but still taking
calls on the tractor!!
And I am flat out selling!!
Great staff = great team = great office.
Until next month – Happy selling!
Tony M

HISTORICAL ‘APPLETON HOUSE’
57 JULIMAR ROAD
AUCTION 12TH MAY ONSITE AT 12:00 NOON
A BEAUTIFUL RESTORED TOODYAY GEM
HOME OPEN: SATURDAY 5TH MAY 12:00 NOON — 1:00PM
SATURDAY 12TH MAY 11:00AM — 12:00 NOON
FOR PRIVATE VIEWINGS CONTACT TONY MADDOX: 0408 926 497
BIDDING COMMENCING AT $700,000

SOLD UNDER THE HAMMER !!

44 TELEGRAPH ROAD — SOLD & 46 TELEGRAPH ROAD — SOLD

THESE GIRLS ARE UNSTOPPABLE!!

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR WONDERFUL PROPERTY MANAGER’S
LEASING 19 PROPRTIES FOR THE LAST 6 WEEKS.
IF YOU WANT YOUR PROPERTY LEASED THEN PHONE THEM TODAY!!
Talk to the agents with over 28 years of experience in real estate in your local
area, we can help you with Sales, Property Management, Auctions & Clearing
Sales.
Telephone: 08 9574 2917 www.asktonym.com.au

