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Church says historic buildings stay
Commercial development plan
includes sale of 1903 convent
for ‘mixed business’ purposes
Michael Sinclair-Jones

Toodyay’s 2018 Anzac Parade marches down Stirling Terrace to the call of bagpipes and drums.

Hundreds honour solemn memory of fallen Anzacs
A CLEAR autumn morning in the 100th
year since the end of World War 1 provided
a perfect setting for Toodyay to honour the
memory of its local men and women who
fought and died for our country in war.
This year’s Anzac Day ceremonies
were enhanced by the Shire of Toodyay’s
$110,000 War Memorial Park upgrade, with
a more level area for veterans, relatives and
friends to gather and remember.

The traditional Dawn Service drew
about 400 people who assembled in a new
landscaped area bordered by fresh gardens in
a more intimate space for community prayers
and reflection in the pale dawn light.
This was followed by an RSL Gunfire
Breakfast a short distance up the road at the
shire’s Old Wicklow Shearing Sheds.
Commemorations resumed at 10.30am
with the traditional Anzac Day Parade from

the Toodyay Memorial Hall in Stirling
Terrace, led by Scottish bagpipes, a
drummer and police traffic escort.
The solemn Main Service was marked by
speeches, prayers, a laying of wreaths, the
lowering of flags, the Last Post, an RAAF
flyover and a moving rendition of And The
Band Played Waltzing Matilda, followed
by traditional drinks at the Toodyay Club.
More stories and pictures, Pages 2 and 8.

Council rejects eight per cent rate cut
A CALL to cut rates by eight per cent without
reducing services has been rejected by the
Toodyay Shire Council.
Councillors voted 4-2 (Cr Judy Dow
absent) last month to reject a notice of motion
submitted by Cr Ben Bell.
Cr Bell said ratepayers were doing it
tough* after recent “eye-watering” rates
hikes of up to 10 per cent.
Although the shire was collecting $1.7
million more in rates each year than it
did in 2013, the amount of money spent
on providing services to the Toodyay
community had not changed since 2013.
However, shire wages had increased by
$1.2 million (140 per cent) since 2013,
councillors’ fees had doubled and spending
on the shire’s proposed new $23 million sport
and recreation centre “swallows over $1.5
million – or 25 per cent of the shire’s rates
revenue – each year”.
“In fact since 2013, the development of
the proposed recreation reserve has cost
ratepayers a very surprising $5.5 million,”
Cr Bell said.
“Remember, the total cost of the aquatic
centre was estimated to be only $6 million.”
Holding off spending a proposed further

$1.8 million on earthworks this coming year
would enable the shire to cut rates by 30 per
cent “given that it still remains unclear – at
least to me – how the shire intends to fund
this ambitious project”.
Cr Bell said at least $450,000 a year could
be saved elsewhere in the shire budget by
eliminating “systemic” cost overruns of up
to 100 per cent on shire roadworks.
Minimising “commonplace” roadworks
overspends would fund an eight per cent
rates cut this year “without at all affecting
shire services, including maintaining the
same level of roadworks completed by the
shire each year”, Cr Bell said.
A third and “perhaps easiest way” to fund
an eight per cent rates cut was to replace
shire-owned vehicles after five years – as
done in Wagin– instead of every four years,
as occurs in Toodyay.
“This alone will save $700,000 in just this
coming year alone,” Cr Bell said.
“Implement all three of these policies and
rates could easily be cut by 50 per cent.
“It’s an opportunity for every councillor to
show they acknowledge that there are people
within our community who may be doing
it tough and would greatly appreciate the

council doing whatever it can to help them
right now.
“Let’s grasp this one chance to ease the
financial burden on ratepayers by approving
this motion to reduce rates without impacting
the quality of services provided by the shire
to the Toodyay community.”
Continued Page 11, *full Bell speech Page 9.

Rayner supports axing
ward boundaries for
next year’s elections
TOODYAY Shire President Brian Rayner
says he supports abolishing the shire’s
electoral ward system to allow all Toodyay
electors to vote for every councillor.
However, he opposes cutting the number
of councillors from nine to seven, which
would see all council seats – instead of only
four – up for election next year.
Councillors voted 6-0 last month to review
whether to scrap the shire’s current four-ward
electoral system before next year’s biennial
shire elections.
Continued Page 5.

THE CATHOLIC Church says plans to
subdivide and sell four large historic
buildings on land currently zoned for ‘mixed
business’ at Toodyay’s eastern entrance will
not include demolishing the buildings to
make way for commercial redevelopment.
The announcement eases the concerns of
local residents and parishioners who feared
the century-old buildings could be bulldozed
and replaced by commercial businesses such
as vehicle smash repairs or fuel storage, or
turned into backpacker accommodation.
“To get an idea of what a mixed business
zone looks like, you need look no further
than the strip of businesses on the right
along Stirling Terrace from the entrance to
the town to the Goomalling Road turn-off,”
local resident Mick McKeown said.
He said the Catholic Archdiocese of Perth
had applied to the WA Planning Commission
for permission to subdivide.
The Archdiocese announcement followed
a public meeting last month when local
residents said they were “dismayed and
anxious” that the proposed subdivision
would destroy the site’s heritage value.
The ‘Roman Catholic Church Group’ site
includes an 1860s two-storey house known
as ‘The Ship’, Sisters of Mercy Convent
(1903), Boys’ Boarding School (1921) and
Girls Boarding School (1929), all of which
are now vacant.
Former school boarders include RAAF
Chief of Air Staff Sir Valston Hancock DFC
(1907-1998), WA mining magnate Lang
Hancock (1909-1992) and National Country
Party Senator Sir Thomas Drake-Brockman
DFC (1919-1992) who served as Australia’s
Air Minister until 1972.
The convent was more recently used until
2016 as a monastery for Franciscan monks.
The site, which extends from Stirling
Terrace to the Avon River near the
Goomalling-Toodyay Road Bridge, is
currently exempt from paying shire rates.
Continued Page 5, Editorial Page 4.
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Anzac Day offer to lay RSL
wreath at WW1 battlefield
This year marks the 100th anniversary of the
end of World War 1 in which 312 Toodyay
men served and 31 did not return. Below
is Toodyay Shire President Brian Rayner’s
first Anzac Day address at the shire’s newly
upgraded Anzac Memorial Park.
AUSTRALIAN forces fought their first
campaign as a nation at Gallipoli between
April and December 1915.
After being evacuated to Egypt, the
Australian Imperial Force (AIF) was
expanded and then deployed to fight in
France and Belgium along the Western Front
in March 1916.
Two mounted divisions remained in the
Middle East to fight the Turkish forces in
Sinai and Palestine.
Australian Forces, in the final years of
World War 1, were frequently used as strike
forces and played a significant role in the
defeat of the German army in 1918.
Other campaigns the Australians were
involved in were the capture of German
New Guinea, Senussi (North Africa), the
Sinai Peninsula, Palestine and the Persian
Caucasus.
I have a great affiliation with Anzac Day
because my grandfather George Blechynden
fought in France at The Somme.
He was wounded twice, returned to
the battlefield with his mates, caught
chickenpox, then returned again to the front
and was wounded a third time.
He was repatriated to England and returned
to Australia in 1918.
My partner, Jeanette, had an uncle, Victor
Young, who fought at Gallipoli.
I transported granddad Blechynden from
Pingelly to the Kings Park War Memorial
for the Dawn Service for 19 years to enable
him to join his mates and remember those he
fought alongside.
I will be visiting the battlefields of
France in June this year prior to the 100th
Anniversary of Armistice Day on November
11.
I intend to lay a wreath at The Somme in
commemoration of my grandad’s mates.
Perhaps the Toodyay RSL would like me to
lay a wreath on their behalf at a site of their
choice.
I also have four uncles who fought in
World War 2, and there is a plaque in the
rose garden behind me for my second cousin
Leslie Rayner of the 2/4 Machine Gunners
Battalion who died in action in 1942.
Myself, Jeanette, Toodyay Police Sgt

Toodyay Shire President Brian Rayner
delivers his Anzac Day address.
Warren Condor and his wife, Sen. Const.
Nikki Turner, visited Anzac Cove in 2014 for
the 100th Anniversary as part of the Gallipoli
Cruise, which followed the route taken by
naval troop ships from Albany in November
1914.
I was privileged at that time to lay a
wreath at Gallipoli’s Lone Pine Cemetery on
behalf of the Toodyay RSL and the Toodyay
Community for those who fought so bravely
at Anzac Cove.
I was in awe of how soldiers were able to
climb the steep cliffs with Turkish soldiers
above them, raining bullets on them with no
protection.
We must not take for granted how lucky
we are to live in this beautiful country, for
which those brave Australian soldiers fought
to keep safe.
Australia in 1914 had a population of
approximately five million people, from
which 416,809 enlisted, 334,000 served
overseas, 61,519 were killed in action, and
156,000 were wounded or taken as prisoners
of war.
Lest we forget.
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Fairbridge taught Keith to stand on own two feet

Keith (front) with older brother David.
Ieva Tomsons
DEWARS Pool couple Jenny and Keith
Willgoss both migrated from England
as children in the early 1950s but their
upbringing is poles apart.
Jenny arrived as a two-year-old with her
ten-pound Poms family, and Keith was one
of 4000 child migrants shipped to Australia
after World War 2.
Keith was the youngest of six children and
born in 1943 near Bangor in north Wales in
1943 during the war when English cities
were being bombed and civil servants such as
Keith’s dad were moved to safety in Wales.
Keith’s parents split up when the war

ended, and the four girls remained with his
mother while his father took the boys, Keith
(5) and David (10).
“Dad couldn’t cope with us,” said Keith.
The boys were moved “from pillar to post”;
minded by housekeepers, then stayed with
aunts, uncles and a foster family.
Eventually they ended up in the Fairbridge
House system which transported orphaned
or ‘unwanted’ English children to underpopulated former British Colonies to be
trained as farm labourers and domestic
servants. Few were actual orphans and many
were lied to about their family circumstances.
By the time Keith’s mother applied to get
her boys back, it was too late – they had
already been shipped to WA.
“She didn’t know,” said Jenny.
Keith was seven and David 12 when they
arrived on passenger liner The New Australia
in Fremantle in 1951.
The month-long trip is a blur for Keith but
he remembers going to Kings Park before
being bussed with David and seven others
to Fairbridge Farm School near Pinjarra.
For the journey and arrival the children
were dressed in school uniforms of neat
dresses and hats for the girls, three-quarter
woollen pants, vest, long socks and ties for
the boys.
“The pants itched like hell,” laughs Keith.
As soon as they reached Fairbridge, the
uniforms were taken away and the boys were
issued with shorts, tee-shirt and a jumper for
winter.
There were no shoes for everyday life.
“During the summer you’d jump from
shady spot to shady spot,” said Keith who
remembers kids putting their feet in fresh
cow pats to keep them warm in winter.
Ten to 12 children were accommodated in
segregated cottages run by cottage mothers

Jenny and Keith Willgoss in their immaculate Dewars Pool garden.
with varying dispositions.
“There wasn’t much love,” said Keith who
nonetheless adapted to the strict regimented
life at Fairbridge.
All children remained the property of the
Fairbridge Trust until they turned 21 and they
were expected to work hard maintaining the
farm’s policy of self-sufficiency.
From the age of seven Keith learned to
clean floors, stoke the copper and chop
firewood which wasn’t for their showers –
they were cold.
Keith went to the farm’s primary school
and attended Pinjarra High School. At 16 he
was sent to work for an old couple on their
wheat and sheep property in Lake Grace – he

was leaving the world that he knew and all
of his friends.
“Half of my wage went back to Fairbridge,
and I can say that the 12 months I was
there – before I left without a word – was
the loneliest time of my life, I didn’t know
anyone.”
In the nine years Keith lived at Fairbridge
the kids formed strong and lasting ties.
“On the weekends we were free to catch
rabbits, swim and go to the pictures. There
was pocket money of sorts – a penny for the
pictures, a penny for the (church) plate and
a penny to spend.”
Birthdays weren’t celebrated but at
Christmas they received a small gift. The
highlight of the kids’ year was a two-week
summer camp in Mandurah where they
didn’t mix much with other children.
“We stood out because of our uniforms
but if you took one of us on, you took on the
rest.”
Keith has no regrets about his time at
Fairbridge. “I wouldn’t say it was all happy
but you learned to stand on your own two
feet.”
Adaptability and a practical nature led to
Keith to establish a piggery on the couple’s
property in 1981 while he worked as the shire
building maintenance officer (22 years).
“Everything at Fairbridge was gravity
fed (water) and I laid the farm out the same
way,” said Keith who had also learned a lot
about pigs at the farm school’s piggery. The
Willgoss’s first pigs came from Fairbridge –
they were starting up as the school’s piggery
was closing down.
As you walk around the immaculate
Willgoss property with its orchard, vegetable
beds and neatly arranged gardens hemmed
by stonewalls built by Keith, you can’t help
but be transported back to Fairbridge.
As they say: “You can take the boy out of
Fairbridge, but you can’t take Fairbridge out
of the boy”.
Footnote: Keith lived for a while with
his father when he migrated to Perth but
their relationship wasn’t close. Keith did
not meet his mother before she died but has
met his sisters and extended family on visits
to the UK. He is a member of the WA Old
Fairbridgians’ Association and periodically
catches up with former residents.
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Heritage dilemma
THE CATHOLIC Archdiocese of Perth is
to be commended for clarifying that four
magnificent historic buildings at Toodyay’s
eastern entrance are to be retained.
Not only are they fine examples of early
Australian ecclesiastical architecture but
they were also used to school some of
Australia’s most prominent citizens.
Who, for instance, knew that WA mining
magnate Lang Hancock (1909-1992) won
a gold medal for playing mandolin while
boarding at the former covent school?
Other WA luminaries who slept in
the now-disused dormitories included
Lang’s elder cousin and future RAAF
chief Sir Valston Hancock (1907-1998),
and Australian Air Minister Tom DrakeBrockman (1919-1992), both of whom
were awarded the Distinguished Flying
Cross during World War 2.
The buildings straddle four narrow
lots that extended in colonial times from
Stirling Terrace to the Avon River.
The Archdiocese has applied to the WA
Planning Commission to re-subdivide the
land and sell each of the four buildings
separately for ‘mixed business’ use.
The Archdiocese says “individual
ownership will provide for the retention
and restoration of the respective buildings”
but doesn’t explain how.
The site lacks State heritage protection
but the buildings are in the shire heritage
list, and moves are afoot at council
headquarters to ensure that any future
commercial use does not conflict with local
heritage and cultural values.
Such restrictions will limit potential
buyers and make a normal commercial sale
difficult, if not impossible.
However, local Catholic parishioners
hope Australia’s richest woman, Gina
Reinhart, may want to invest in the site to
honour her late father, Lang Hancock.
Another idea is to offer the buildings as an
off-campus rural residential facility for an
educational institution such as Fremantle’s
Catholic Notre Dame University.
Commercial reality suggests that the
future of these magnificent historic
buildings remains uncertain.
Toodyay needs to be vigilant and creative
to ensure they don’t fall into disrepair and
are condemned through neglect.
Michael Sinclair-Jones
Editor

Family law
DeFacto Relationships
* Separation
* Child Support/Maintenance
* Divorce
* Property Settlement
* Contact/Residence - Children
* Restraining Orders
* Prenuptial Agreements - Binding
Financial Agreements
* Legal Aid Accepted
Discounted rate for initial 1 hour
consultation.
Now seeing clients at:

Sarah Somers

Barrister & Solicitor
85 Fitzgerald Street, Northam
(offices of Mayberry Hammond)

Telephone: 9622 9687

The way we were – this photograph from around 1912 shows Augustus John Lee (centre left, with pipe and blade shears) and his father
Frederick Augustus Lee (centre right) with two roustabouts. Frederick Lee was born in 1858 and died 1942 and Augustus Lee was born in
1884 and died 1950. The shearing shed was mostly likely on the Lee family’s property in the Coondle/Nunile area. Photo: Doris Martin.

LETTERS
‘Innit marvellous?’
‘COR, INNIT’ marvellous? Toodyay Council
can write a grant request to install an electric
car charging Station for a town where there
are few, if any, electric cars.
They must believe this will be a sprat
to catch the touring electric car driver to
visit Toodyay because we have an electric
car charging station – one of the first such
facilities in the Wheatbelt.
Toodyay is however still nearly the only
town in the Wheatbelt that does not have a
public swimming pool.
One can only ponder where their brains
are.
Will the Shire President now have an
electric car to justify this facility?
Parents and others will still have to
spend fuel and dollars on tyres and vehicle
maintenance to take their children to Lake
Leschenaultia or to the Northam pool.
Patricia de Soto-Phillips
Toodyay

Loads of toxic joy
I READ with dismay the article in Police
Beat last month headed ‘Cowboys caught
in unlicensed trucks’.
What a fantastic bonanza the rubbish tip in
Hoddys Well is to the residents of the area
and Toodyay as a whole.
The unlicensed, unroadworthy and what in
some cases are just plainly dangerous heavy
vehicles are bringing in loads of waste to a
dump nobody wants.
Could it get any better people? (We won’t
mention the illegal drug issue in the article...
that’s just icing on the cake.)
So, the next time you see one of these
wondrous rubbish trucks bringing in another
load of toxic joy – smile and wave and know
that your elected State Government and local
shire let this happen.
Barry Stokie
Hoddys Well

Give river Ballardong name
I APPRECIATED last month’s letter from
Nicole Coleman and I fully concur with her
observations about the lack of indigenous
representation and interpretation in Toodyay.
Certainly, our European history is there for
all to see and celebrate.
Several years ago the Toodyay Friends of
the River saw an opportunity to address this
imbalance and created the Bilya (river) Walk
Track.
This popular 6km walk with its
accompanying brochure and signage
attempts to acknowledge the sacred nature
of the river and associated waterways to the
Noongar/Ballardong people.
The track takes in a number of significant
sites including the beautiful Red Banks Pool.
Similarly, the Avon Valley Environmental
Society has created a network of river walks
in Northam called the Dorntj Koorliny
(walking together) Track.

These formed paths connect to the Kep
(fresh water) Track through to Mundaring
where it joins the iconic Bibbulmun (local
Noongar group) Track traversing nearly
1000km to Albany.
Part of the process of implementing these
local projects has been extensive indigenous
consultation.
Toodyay Friends of the River worked
closely with Northam’s Elders and Toodyay’s
indigenous representative, the late Pam
Walsh.
Pam’s dream was to extend the Bilya Walk
Track to the hockey field site to effectively
connect the European pioneer cemetery at
Nardie with the Aboriginal burial ground.
If realised this would open up important
opportunities for memorials, public artwork
and storytelling to create a powerful
reconciliation project.
As we know our Avon River bears little
resemblance to its English namesake with a
geographic and cultural history that is poles
apart.
Surely it is time to start using the Ballardong
name for the river – Gulgulga Bilya.
This would be an enduring acknowledgment
and also demonstrate that it is one river, not
two (Swan and Avon) as the early explorers
thought and many people still believe.
Toodyay Friends of the River will continue
to seek ways to respectfully acknowledge the
Noongar/Ballardong connection to this area.
Greg Warburton
Toodyay Friends of the River and
Toodyay Shire Reserve Management
Officer

Flagging conflict
TO TOODYAY Shire Chief Executive
Officer Stan Scott and members of the
Toodyay Shire Council.
It’s ironic that people go to settle in a new
place because of its unique attributes then do
their best to alter it to conform to the ‘norm’
they have left.
April’s Herald contained an impassioned
plea from a new resident Nicole Coleman
to fly the Aboriginal flag at the shire office
“as a priority” because it is, she says,
‘common practice’ for regional shires to fly it
“alongside the national Australian and local/
state flags”.
On a personal level I am conflicted about
the Aboriginal flag, it being at inception a
modern (1970s) eastern states construct and
associated throughout its short history with
conflict and divisiveness.
Whereas the national flag represents all
24 million Australians and the state flag
represents all West Australians (more than
2.5 million of us), the Aboriginal flag
represents exclusively and, based only on
race, the tiny (estimated three per cent of
our population) minority claiming Australian
Aboriginal heritage.
In these days when we profess to be
working towards reconciliation, inclusion
and non-discrimination, I sincerely question
whether it is appropriate for a factional

symbol to be flown anywhere and sincerely
hope the shire council actively canvasses
the feelings of all shire residents before
contemplating flying it here, however
fashionable the practice may be elsewhere.
Marion Pathey-Johns
Coondle

Save our frogs
I WAS talking to my son, Elwyn Waters, who
works up in the Gulf of Carpentaria where
they mine manganese.
He said before they mine the land they
gather some tree seeds to spray back on the
ground when the mining is finished.
It would take 100 years or more for the
trees to grow hollow branches for birds like
cockatoos and parrots to nest in.
When they push down the trees and burn
them up, they burn and kill all the green frogs
that live in the trees and when they grade the
top soil off, they kill most of the frogs that
live in the surface of the soil.
Down here we have lost most of our
frogs because of constant ploughing in our
Wheatbelt area.
The only ones that survive are desert frogs
that can live deep underground in the dry
seasons.
If they mine magnetite iron where they
mine deep in the soil, we will lose those
desert frogs too.
The only place for our frogs to survive is
our wetlands between here and Perth, which
are marked for mining bauxite.
Please save this area for our frogs.
The only good thing about mining in the
northern part of our state is that it might stop
cane toads from coming here because they
need lots of cover to guard them from the
hot days which they have up there.
There is a reason why all creatures were
put on this earth. Please save our frogs.
Ron Waters
Toodyay

Beautiful thoughts
WALKING into our local bank recently,
I was given a tin containing cards and
messages that were written by customers for
me at the time of my resignation in January.
I thank all those involved for taking the
time to write me a personal message; they
are beautiful and so very thoughtful.
Thank you Evie for organising this lovely
farewell, you have such a beautiful heart and
nature.
Margaret O’Sullivan
Toodyay
The Toodyay Herald invites you to have
your say in our letters page. Please email
us at news@toodyayherald.com.au with
your full name, address and phone number.
Letters that are short, sharp and to the point
about topical local issues are preferred.
The Herald reserves the right to edit letters
for length, grammar and punctuation.

Convent sale raises concern
Continued from Page 1.
THE ORIGINAL land purchase and heritage
construction had been financed by local
people, Mr McKeown said.
However, the Archdiocese had lodged
plans to subdivide and sell the site “in
isolation in Perth without consultation with
Toodyay parishioners or residents”.
Only the newer St John the Baptist Church
would remain a church on a separate title.
The other buildings lacked State heritage
protection because the WA Heritage Council
had not acted on a 2012 application for them
to be listed.
“The St John the Baptist Church is to
remain as a functioning church surrounded
by what may turn out to be uncongenial and

Church site (far left) in ‘mixed business’ plan.

obtrusive uses,” Mr McKeown said.
“Imagine a funeral being held in the church
while over the fence the sound of an angle
grinder outside the former Boys’ Boarding
School competes with the yahoos from
partying backpackers on the veranda of the
old convent.”
An Archdiocese spokesperson said the
site was currently zoned for mixed business
because it had been “applied by the Shire of
Toodyay of their own volition” in an earlier
town planning scheme.
“Permitted uses include exhibition
centre, home office and showroom,” the
spokesperson said.
“Numerous other uses may be permitted
subject to shire approval and these include
arts and craft centre, car park, childcare premises, civic use, club premises,
community purpose, consulting rooms,
emergency services, family day care, funeral
parlour, home business, home occupation
and residential building.
“Given the significant heritage status of the
buildings, any use that is likely to conflict
with the fabric or amenity of these buildings
is unlikely to be supported by either the shire
of Toodyay or the Heritage Council.
“Moreover, the Archdiocese of Perth has
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Mick McKeown (left) and John Adams at the heritage site zoned for ‘mixed business’ sale.
a strong interest in ensuring that any use is
compatible with the continuing operation of
St John the Baptist Church.
“The subdivision design recognises the
heritage fabric of all the buildings, and
individual ownership will provide for the
retention and restoration of the respective
buildings.”
In answer to a question by Mr McKeown at

last month’s Toodyay Shire Council meeting,
Shire CEO Stan Scott said the buildings were
on the shire’s heritage list.
The shire planned to introduce a ‘special
control area’ for the convent precinct
which would enable the council to consider
protection of heritage values when assessing
any commercial development application in
the proposed new subdivision.

All councillors may face polls next year as shire reviews wards
Continued from Page 1.
ANY CHANGES won’t affect two June 15
council by-elections in which only Central
and West electors are entitled to vote.
However, abolishing wards would enable
all Toodyay electors to vote next year
for seats currently held by Crs Judy Dow
(Central Ward), Eric Twine (North Ward),
Rob Welburn (West Ward) and whoever in
June wins the remaining 15 months of former
West Ward Cr Sally Craddock’s term.
President Rayner told the Herald that he
favoured everyone voting in all elections
because councillors represented the whole
community, not just those in their wards.
However, he opposed cutting the number
of councillors from nine to seven, which the
council also voted 6-0 to review.
“That’s too few councillors,” he said.
“If one councillor misses a meeting and

there is a tied vote, then the president gets
an extra casting vote which I don’t think is
a fair way to do things.
“And if two councillors miss a meeting,
then you’re down to only five, which is not
good in a 3-2 vote because three is not an
overall council majority.”
Shire Deputy President Therese Chitty
told last month’s council meeting that she
had “always thought that we shouldn’t have
ward boundaries”.
“We’re here for the good of all the shire,”
she said.
“I think it’s time to look at the number of
councillors too.”
Cr Paula Greenway said she was
concerned that abolishing wards “could
cause centralisation, while at the moment
we have diversity”.
Shire CEO Stan Scott reported to

last month’s council meeting that local
government law required councils to review
ward boundaries and representation every
eight years.
Toodyay’s next review was due by
September 2019.
“It is understood there is a petition
circulating suggesting that wards be
abolished and that the number of councillors
be reduced from nine to seven,” Mr Scott
said.
“It is not intended to consider the merits of
that proposal.
“The ward review will provide the
opportunity for that proposal to be considered
without the need for a petition.”
Mr Scott said that if wards were abolished
and the number of councillors reduced to
seven, all seven council positions would be
declared vacant next year.

The four candidates with most votes would
be elected for four years, and the next three
would sit for two years.
Mr Scott said the review would be
advertised for public submissions for at
least six weeks, considered by the council
and a written report sent to the WA Local
Government Advisory Board for approval.
In answer to a question from Cr Welburn,
Mr Scott said there “should be plenty of
time” to do it before next year’s elections.
Meanwhile, nominations opened on May
2 and close at 4pm on Wednesday May 9 for
two council vacancies caused by the recent
resignations of former Crs Sally Craddock
(West Ward) and Di Granger (Central Ward).
The WA Electoral Commission will
conduct a postal ballot of registered electors
in those two wards next month after a record
voter turn-out in similar elections last year.

Service and Maintenance - Residential & Commercial

08 9295 6263
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Scrap metal thieves using truck with red crane
Marathon charity ride No. 6

Police Beat
With Sgt Warren Conder

Toodyay Police Station
TOODYAY police are urging local residents
to be on the look-out for an eight-tonne Hino
truck (below right) that is being used to steal
scrap metal from local properties.
The truck has a red Hiab crane on the back
and has been used to steal scrap metal and
waste steel from farms and vacant properties.
“It’s a distinctive-looking truck and the
thieves wear hi-vis clothing to try to look like
regular workmen,” Toodyay police chief Sgt
Warren Conder said.
The truck was photographed with a load of
stolen steel rail near the Cobbler Pool Road
railway crossing last month.
“They’ve been hitting what we call ‘soft
opportunity’ targets,” Sgt Conder said.
“We are asking local people to keep a
look-out and report any sightings to us at the
Toodyay police station on 9574 9555 or call
Crime Stoppers WA free on 1800 333 000.”

Booze off the menu

ONLY one drink driver was detected when
more than 1000 vehicles were stopped during
a six-hour random breath-testing operation
in Toodyay last month.
“I’m really pleased that people are starting
to realise that drink driving is dangerous,”
Sgt Conder said.
“Some motorists registered small amounts
of alcohol but only one was over the limit –
well done Toodyay.”
The police operation was run jointly with
two vehicle safety inspectors from the WA
Transport Department who used Toodyay’s
new visitor information bay at the eastern
end of Stirling Terrace to set up a checking
station for vehicle safety defects.
Police stopped and breath-tested hundreds
of motorists while two civilian safety

Motorists queue to be breath tested and have their cars inspected for road-safety compliance.
inspectors checked their vehicles for defects.
Where obvious defects were spotted,
those vehicles were given a more thorough
examination.
The operation ran from 8am to 2pm on
a Tuesday and resulted in several vehicles
being issued with yellow defect stickers.
“These require remedial work to be
completed within 14 days of the expiry
date on the work order and checked at an
authorised inspection station,” Sgt Conder
said.
“Failure to comply may result in the seizure
of the vehicle’s number plates and the issue
of an infringement notice.
“The length of time required for compliance
work to be completed is at the discretion of
the issuing officer and depends on how
unroadworthy a vehicle is.
“Typical defects include bald tyres, frayed
or missing seat belts, broken lights and
damaged vehicle bodies where sharp pieces
of protruding plastic or metal could cause
injury.
“One car stopped had a rear passenger
carrying a small child in their lap and no seat
belt, which is highly dangerous.
“The fine for driving without a seatbelt is
$550 and loss of four demerit points, which
could cost someone their licence if it causes
them to exceed the 12 demerit point limit.
“The driver’s fine increases to up to $900
if others in the vehicle are not wearing
seatbelts, and passengers without belts can
also be fined $550 each.”

Guns crackdown nets three

Police direct traffic to information bay.

TOODYAY police are now in the second

month of random visits to local Wheatbelt
properties to check for unsecured or
unlicensed firearms.
Six property inspections last month
resulted in three gun owners charged and
scheduled to face court for various firearms
offences.
About a dozen firearms, mostly rifles and
some shotguns, were seized.
Penalties can include loss of firearms
licences and the destruction of seized guns.
“Breaches are generally for unsecured
firearms on farming properties,” Sgt Conder
said.
“We’ve done unannounced firearms
inspections in Coondle, Bejoording and
Julimar, and will continue to do so in all local
areas throughout this month.
“The reason we’re doing this is because of
the high rate of Wheatbelt gun thefts, with
many stolen firearms ending up in the hands
of criminals.
“The responsibility to keep the whole
community safe starts with gun owners doing
the right thing by observing the law.”

POLICE Sgt Andrew Toop, who lives in
Toodyay and is based at Northam, will
join Sgt Conder on this year’s Wall 2 Wall
motorcycle charity ride from Perth to
Canberra in September.
Sgt Conder has already raised more than
$20,000 in previous police charity rides for
the Bright Blue Foundation to help children
who are seriously ill with cancer.
This year’s ride is his sixth and will this
time raise funds for Police Legacy to help
support the families of police officers killed
in the line of duty.
The marathon ride – which starts on
September 7 at the Joondalup Police Training
Academy – will pass through Toodyay to
pause at the site where a 51-year-old officer
from Warwick police station was killed in
a motorcycle training accident on Julimar
Road in West Toodyay last December.
“Sgt Toop and I will meet the other 30 or
so other riders there to honour a fallen fellow
officer and then join the motorcycle group
on the ride to Canberra,” Sgt Conder said.
Sgt Conder said sponsors and donors could
help raise funds for Police Legacy by visiting
or calling him at the Toodyay Police station
on 9574 9555 or emailing warren.conder@
police.wa.gov.au.

The eight-tonne Hino truck with red crane.

Internet trolls delight in causing pain
Computer Safety
Phil Hart
AN INTERNET troll is somebody whose
prime intent is to upset people who use social
media. A fuller description can be found on
Wikipedia at bit.ly/1JRtvO6.
Internet trolls are found everywhere,
including on Facebook, and they make
unprovoked personal attacks on other people.
They deceive others by misrepresenting
their own position. For example, they will
attack marriage equality while claiming to
support human rights.
They use weasel words to misrepresent the
positions of other people.
They often introduce extraneous arguments
which have nothing to do with the original
post.
They delight in causing mental pain in
other people.
Trolls are narcissists, psychopaths and
sadists. Inside, they are extremely unhappy
people.
Trolls can gang up on somebody they see

as a soft target, sometimes with devastating
results – including suicide.
A short video The Science of Internet Trolls
can be found at youtu.be/6Zxy_dScjsM.
If somebody’s response to your post on
Facebook makes you feel uncomfortable,
they may be an internet troll.
If you want to see if somebody is a troll,
you can use the first half of this article as a
check sheet.
Trolling on the internet is a form of cyber
bullying, and it is a crime. More information
on the criminal aspects can be found at bit.
ly/2veU3Ey.
There are a number of ways that you can
deal with internet trolls.
On Facebook, you can hide a single post.
You can block people on Facebook as well
as reporting them.
If you are on a Facebook group such as
Toodyay Matters of the Moment, you can also
report them to the group’s administrators.
You can simply ignore them or ‘unfriend’
them.
Happy surfing.

Don’t be sold a $3000 Bulldog pup
Toodyay Community Safety and
Crime Prevention Association
Desraé Clarke

WHAT is ScamNet?
The Department of Mines, Industry
Regulations and Safety’s Consumer
Protection area was established because
scams, rip-offs and fraudulent activities were
becoming more commonplace.
ScamNet is currently investigating a scam
selling Bulldog Puppies for $3000.
The seller’s website claims to be a member
of the Australian National Kennels Council
(ANKC) that oversees individual state
members such as Dogs West.
However, when ScamNet attempted to
contact the seller the following came to light.
Registration information to ANKC was not
provided in the advertising data and breeder
registration number was not provided.

The contact phone number was
disconnected and the email address was
unresponsive.
The three to five day shipping times for
puppies to New Zealand, UK, Canada and
USA were totally unrealistic.
A buyer responded to a Facebook post
and was advised to make contact by email,
to discuss her proposed purchase. She
subsequently sent $3000 to a Commonwealth
Bank account but has never received the
puppy.
Another customer reported that $2400 was
paid for a Bulldog puppy but it has never
been received.
The website has been reported.
Criminal activities and suspicious
behaviour can be reported anonymously to
Crimestoppers on 1800 333 000.
To contact Toodyay Police ring 9574 9995.
Graffiti can be reported to 1800 442 255 or
goodbyegrafitti.wa.gov.au.
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Volunteers urge caution for
open-burning season

Emergency services

Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Coondle Nunile
Max J Heath

One of hundreds of properties destroyed in Yarloop’s disastrous 2016 fire.

Effectiveness of Rural Fire
Service yet to be tested
Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Toodyay Central
Mick McKeown
THE INDEPENDENT review into the
Yarloop bush fire of 2016 was made by the
former Victorian country fire boss Euan
Ferguson.
The Yarloop bushfire destroyed hundreds
of properties and, sadly, two people died.
Euan Ferguson recommended the creation
of a Rural Fire Service to improve the rural
bush fire management and bushfire risk
management.
In mid-April, the State Government
announced that a new Rural Fire Service will
be established before the next fire season.
The idea behind the new Bush Fire Service
is to create an independent service which, as
far as possible, has its leadership structure
that is based in the country and which runs
the service.
In addition, the Minister for Emergency
Services, Fran Logan, announced that there
will be increased funding for fire mitigation,

that is, work to prevent the severity of
bushfires when they do occur.
Mr Logan also announced that the
operational structure of volunteer bush
fire brigades will remain with the local
governments.
Time will tell how the creation of the
Rural Fire Service will improve firefighting
capability.
Meanwhile, in Toodyay, Central had five
call-outs since the last edition of the Herald.
Central attended three of the call-outs
including a house fire in Northam.
Now that the restricted burning season
is coming to an end, don’t assume that the
danger of fire has passed.
If you are going to start a fire, make sure
you have the tools and water to prevent the
fire from escaping and to put it out if that
becomes necessary – please.
If you are interested in finding out more
about our brigade, or if you would like to
join our brigade, please get in touch with our
captain, Mick McKeown 0439 998 808 or
our secretary Karen Hansen 0408 683 790.

Indoor risks with cold nights and log fires
Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Bejoording
From the desk of The Badger
THOSE substantial April showers certainly
eluded us this year and the outlook for May
isn’t much better.
Not quite what we want, especially after
the early signs of green we had in February,
now sadly long gone.
Nevertheless, the fire risk is subsiding
rapidly, but only outdoors. Indoors it’s
increasing, and I’m reminded of what I said
this time last year.
House and shed fires can happen at any
time of the year, but especially in the colder
and wetter seasons when electric heaters and
log fires become a part of daily life.
So please focus on protecting your property
indoors as vigilantly as you protect it
outdoors in the dry season.
Clothes drying racks too close to a heat
source, open fires without a screen guard, and
poorly maintained chimneys are all common
causes of fires.
When you are burning outdoors you still
need to be vigilant and remember that windy
days and fires are not a good mix.
Hopefully, May will continue the relatively
calm season we’ve had for all our active
firefighters as well as our auxiliaries, and we

might even plan a few more social events.
The main thing is we have finished the fire
season intact and safe. We met every demand
on our services, and we have a solid team
taking us into next year.
Our real enemies for the coming months,
when there are no restrictions, will be
complacency and lack of care.
The Bejoording Volunteer Bush Fire
Brigade asks you to be vigilant and careful
lighting any fire, even in your back yard.
Fires can be a catastrophic risk to people,
animals and property, so take care.
Fire bans should be lifted by the time you
read this, but the Bejoording Volunteer Bush
Fire Brigade asks you to remember to always
plan and prepare before lighting any fire for
any reason and to have a clear contingency
strategy in place should things get out of
control.
Even at the safest times of the year fires can
pose a risk to people and property, whether
it’s burning off on your acreage or a backyard bonfire, so take care.
Our next meeting at the shed will be on
Friday May 18 at 5.45pm.
Advice is free but getting it wrong can
be expensive. If you have any questions
remember you can contact captain Barry
Grey on 9574 2149 or the Badger on 9574
4834. Please leave a message.

WHAT a change this year has been.
Things have been quiet on the fire front
except for one suspicious fire. We’ve had a
couple of call-outs elsewhere but this will
probably change when open burning starts;
even farm call-outs so far have been quiet.
The Coondle Nunile AGM and general
meetings were held on April 14 and they
were a very quick couple of meetings.
The general meeting mainly dealt with
reports and a couple of minor things in
general business.
Then it was on to the AGM capably run
by Chief Bush Fire Control Officer Craig
Stewart and that was almost as quick as the
first meeting as all positions were filled and
no ballot was required.
Our brigade is now in the capable hands of
Nick Griggs with 1st Lt Jamie Norgate, 2nd

Lt Deb Bowen, 3rd Lt Beau Smith and 4th
Lt Adam Burke.
Naomi Brown is now secretary, the
treasurer is Sally Hudson, Kevin Bowden is
once again equipment officer and the training
officer is Jane Taylor.
Congratulations to all those taking on
positions in our brigade especially Naomi
who is only a recent member.
The awards were announced and the
winner of the Stan Sutton driving award
was Tony Brown but only by a whisker.
Firefighter of the year went to Beau Smith.
We at Coondle Nunile would like to
thank the Community Emergency Services
Manager and all the Senior Fire Officers
from Toodyay shire for attending and Craig
for running the annual meeting.
In closing I ask anyone who is contemplating
doing some burning when the appropriate
time comes to please do some planning and
take care.
We have had a quiet season and would like
to keep it that way.

Training get-together helps new recruits
Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Morangup
Sue Maddrell
IT’S ALL been very quiet again in our part
of the shire.
The brigade will have a training gettogether with Central on the May 5, which
will be a good chance for our new volunteers
to get some experience with another brigade.
We had a good turnout to our AGM on April
21. Thanks to Craig and Rob for coming
down.
Craig chaired the meeting and commented
that our brigade had recruited the most
volunteers for this season of all the brigades.
The outcome of the meeting was that
everything stayed pretty much the same
except Vern Smith decided to retire from
being our station manager.
He has done a great job for a number of

years, taking over from Jackie Eccles.
Jackie devised a system to record hours
spent at fire-fighting, maintenance, welfare
etc. Vern took that over and added to it.
Lynette Karlovsky-Bridger has taken on
the role of station manager; we welcome Lyn
and hope she enjoys the role.
We are pleased to say Jeff Venn remains
captain, 1st lieutenant is Steve Gamble, 2nd
lieutenant Jayden Daniels and 3rd lieutenant
is Tony Lloyd. Kim Maddrell is secretary,
Keiko Allen treasurer, Peter Harms is
equipment officer and Sharon Gamble is our
welfare officer.
The brigade meets on the third Saturday of
the month at 5.30pm in the fire station.
Anyone interested in joining or those who
would like more information can pop down
to the fire station on most Saturdays between
8.30 and 9.30am.
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400 rise at dawn to salute the fallen

Toodyay RSL Sub-branch
Bruce Guthrie
ANZAC Day 2018 in Toodyay started with
clear skies and a mild temperature.
In the still of morning an estimated 400
local citizens turned out as the day rose from
night at the Dawn Service held at Anzac War
Memorial.
The newly redeveloped landscape,
accessible pathways, subtle lighting of the
memorial, parkland and stairs, replacement
memorial stones, niche wall, extra seating
and three service silhouettes were all warmly
appreciated by the participants. All these
features added to the serenity and solemness
of the occasion.
The service was conducted by RSL
member Sue and the reading of the WW1
Honour Roll was completed by children of
the Toodyay Troop. Thank you troopers.
Following the service a wonderful Gunfire
Breakfast was served by members of the
Toodyay Lions at the historic Wicklow
Shearing Shed located on Clinton Street
in the Museum Precinct. A job well done,
Lions. Thank you.
Prior to the main service at 1100 hours the
Anzac Day march formed up outside the
Memorial Hall and included RSL members,
veterans, veterans’ families, police, fire
and rescue, volunteer fire fighters, St John
Ambulance volunteers and Toodyay District
High School cadets.
Veteran Toodyay Anzac Day march
commander Warren led the parade down

Stirling Terrace, under the Harper Road
railway bridge then left into Anzac Avenue.
On arrival at the Anzac Memorial Park the
parade moved up the new red brick path from
Clinton Street and onto the lawn to the left
of the war memorial.
The main service, attended by an estimated
200 citizens, was again conducted by RSL
member Sue ably supported by speakers,
RSL members and the Toodyay Singers.
Inspiring addresses were given by Shire
of Toodyay President Brian Rayner, RSL
President Peter Brennan and Peggy Liddelow.
The roll of honour remembering 31
Toodyay men who died in WW1 was read
out by Peter and Sue. Many wreaths were
laid around the memorial.
After the service the Toodyay Club
provided the ideal venue for a light lunch,
a few drinks and great fellowship between
RSL members, the veteran group, visitors
and families. This all concluded a wonderful
Anzac Day 2018.
Toodyay RSL Sub-branch thanks the
community for their support in all our
activities. This was seen at our Anzac Appeal
2018 held outside IGA on April 20-21.
Merchandise and raffle tickets sold like hot
cakes. The raffle was won by Simon Peters
and second prize was won by Jenny Powell.
We remind RSL members of our next
general meeting on May 14 at the Memorial
Hall. Very important business will be
discussed and all members are urged to
attend to contribute to the decision-making
process.

Dawn Service attendees enjoy an RSL Gunfire Breakfast at the Wicklow Shearing Shed.

Above: Toodyay RSL President Peter Brennan lays the first wreath at the recently
upgraded Anzac Memorial Park during last month’s Anzac Day Service. Below: Local
RSL members (from left) Craig Brook, Lou Kidd and RAAF Warrant Officer Neville
Everett swap stories over traditional post-Anzac Parade drinks at the Toodyay Club.
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How to cut rates by eight per cent without losing services
This is Toodyay Shire Cr Ben Bell’s full
address to last month’s council meeting where
his call for an eight per cent rates cut was
rejected 4-2.
FROM a financial perspective, the last five
years have been one the toughest periods on
record for West Australians.
The number of people unemployed is at
record levels and those that are in work wish
they could get more hours just to make ends
meet.
Fragile – that is how the WA Local
Government Association (WALGA) describes
the state of the economy.
And WALGA does not expect the situation
to improve any time soon given their forecast
that the WA economy will continue to contract
this coming year.
After almost five years of recession and no
light at the end of this tunnel, many families
are at breaking point.
To survive, more and more households are
relying on credit cards and loans.
The problem with this is that household debt
is growing at its fastest rate on record with a
typical family’s debt now at 200 per cent times
their annual income.
Obviously, this is unsustainable.
One of the selling points for Toodyay is its
country/rural/small town lifestyle within a short
commuting distance from Perth.
Another one of its selling points is its
relatively low cost of living, meaning those
people looking to escape city life in Perth can
improve their standard of living by moving to
the Shire of Toodyay.
But as the council’s recent rates comparison
review by accountants Moore Stephens shows,
Toodyay has ostensibly priced itself out of this
market with shire rates now higher than most
other comparable shires in Western Australia.
So how did Toodyay become one of WA’s
more expensive shires for rates?
Well, despite the State being in recession for
most of the past five years and family budgets
being squeezed to breaking point due to low
or no wage growth and – for many people – a
reduction in the hours they work per week, the
Shire of Toodyay has implemented a policy of
ramping up the rates and fees it charges this
community far in excess of any rise in shire
costs for providing services to the Toodyay
community.
In 2013, for example, shire rates increased
by 8.5 per cent despite the State’s economy
actually contracting by around two per cent.
‘Eye-watering’ rates hike
THIS 8.5 per cent rise was followed by the
shire’s eye-watering 10 per cent rise in rates
in 2014.
It should be remembered that at the precise
time in 2014 when the Shire of Toodyay
implemented this 10 per cent rate hike, the
Reserve Bank of Australia was releasing data
showing that average salaries across WA were
actually decreasing in real terms.
The very next year, the shire again hiked its
rates – this time by 6.4 per cent – followed by
a rate rise of 3.5 per cent in 2016.
While last year’s two per cent rate rise looks
modest in comparison to the double-digit
increases of just a few years before, it served to
further push the rates paid by Toodyay residents
far beyond that paid by those living in similar
shires across Western Australia.
The obvious assumption is that with the shire
collecting an additional $1.7 million in annual
rates in 2017 than it did in 2013, that the shire
has increased its spending on the services it
provides to the Toodyay community.
Sadly, this is not the case.
Community services still at 2013 level
A QUICK review of the shire’s annual budgets
and reports of the past five years shows that
the amount of money the shire spends on
community services has not changed since
2013.
Take any indicator you wish, and you will
see that this, unfortunately, is true.
The shire’s spending on law and order (and
fire prevention) last year of around $400,000 is
$100,000 less than it spent in 2013 and a long
way short of 2012 when the shire spent almost
$1 million on policing and fire prevention in
that year alone.
There was no improvement in the shire’s
spending on public and community health over
the past five years either.
Emergency Management?
Same spending by the shire last year as it
spent in 2013.
There was also no increase in the shire’s
spending on sport and recreation and cultural
activities over this period.
In short, the shire could decrease its rates
back to 2013 levels and not adversely affect the
services it provides the Toodyay community.
The question then becomes, if the shire isn’t
spending more on services to the community
in 2017 than it did in 2013, where is the extra
money raised by all these rate increases going?
Well, the big-ticket items appear to be:
• the shire’s wage bill, which has increased
by around $1.2 million – or 140 per cent
– since 2013;
• councillors’ fees which have doubled over
the same period and,
• spending on a proposed new recreation
centre which, according to the shire’s own

accounts, swallows over $1.5 million – or
25 per cent of the shire’s revenue from
rates – each year.
In fact, since 2013 the development of the
proposed recreation reserve has cost ratepayers
a very surprising $5.5 million.
Remember, the total cost of the aquatic centre
was estimated to be only $6 million.
There has also been an increase in a number
of other non-critical areas of the shire, and
they should be reviewed as part of this year’s
budget because collectively they account for
a meaningful portion of the shire’s annual
expenditure.
‘Enormous’ legal costs
AND LET’S not forget the enormous sums
of money the shire has spent on various legal
actions over this period too.
Now is probably a good time to talk about
how the shire’s budget is set.
Under the WA Local Government Act, the
council is responsible for the budget, but a draft
is initially prepared by the CEO with input from
the various managers and staff.
This draft budget is forwarded to council
and workshopped over a few weeks to ensure
that the budget is in line with the council’s
expectation and directions.
This provides the council with the opportunity
to ensure that any reduction in the revenue
received from rates, for example, does not
negatively impact on the services the shire
expects to provide to the community that
coming year.
Should the council have any issues with the
budget, it is sent back to the CEO for refinement
until such time as it meets the satisfaction of
the council.
Once the council approves the CEO’s
draft budget, it is presented to the Toodyay
community for consideration and feedback.
A public session or meeting between council
and ratepayers then occurs, providing everyone
in Toodyay with the opportunity to have a say in
the way their rates will be spent in the coming
year.
So, there are at least two fail-safe mechanisms
built into the budget process to ensure that the
proposed reduction in rates does not adversely
affect services provided by the shire.
The first is that council needs to approve the
budget and the second is that ratepayers get to
review it.
Only once this process has been completed
is the 2018-19 budget implemented.
Let’s now consider what extra costs the Shire
is expecting this coming year.
Tribunal freezes councillors’ pay
THE WA Salaries and Allowances Tribunal
has declared that local government salaries for
councillors and CEOs cannot rise this year, so
there is no increase on the cards for the shire’s
2018-19 salary bill.
WALGA has identified rising electricity costs
as the main concern for local governments in
the coming 12 months.
It estimates that power bills will rise by up
to 10 per cent this year.
This equates to less than $40,000 for the Shire
of Toodyay, which can be easily accommodated
in the budget.
So, with no upward pressure on its costs
this year, the Shire of Toodyay finds itself in
the perfect position to support the community
by doing its part to help reduce the financial
burden on families by reducing council rates
by eight per cent this coming year.
Remember, the shire has not increased the
amount it spends on community services for
at least the past five years so – theoretically
at least – rates could be reduced back to 2013
levels without any significant effect on the
quality of the services the shire provides to the
Toodyay community.
In view of this, an eight per cent reduction is
both realistic and achievable.
As I mentioned before, the role of preparing
the draft budget resides with the CEO, not the
council.
Therefore, the task of identifying cost savings
to enable an eight per cent reduction in rates
that does not adversely affect the services the
shire provides to the community – in the first
instance at least – is that of the CEO.
But if the CEO would permit me, here are
some scenarios about where savings may be
made to off-set the proposed rates cut.
The obvious one is the spending on the
proposed new recreation centre.
The last estimate I saw for its construction
was $23 million – that is $23 million from now
onwards.
The $5.5 million already spent appears
largely to be a sunk cost.
At current projected expenditure, it will
take the shire 15 more years to complete the
construction of the recreation centre.
Can we not hold off spending the proposed
$1.8 million on more earthworks at the
recreation centre site this coming year given
that it still remains unclear – to me at least –
how the shire intends to fund this ambitious
project?
This action alone would enable council to
cut rates by 30 per cent this year without any
impact on the services the shire presently
provides to the community.
Alternatively, the shire could deliver budget
savings of at least $450,000 every year by

simply improving financial oversight of its road
construction budget.
‘Systemic’ roadworks cost overruns
TOODYAY has a systemic problem with cost
overruns for shire roadworks commonplace.
The River Road construction and seal work,
for example, cost twice the initial budget.
Roadworks currently underway in Wattle
Way, Morangup, are currently 25 per cent over
budget, as are roadworks in Oddfellow Street
in the Toodyay townsite.
By ensuring that roadworks overspends are
minimised into the future, the council can easily
support an eight per cent reduction in rates
without at all affecting shire services, including
maintaining the same level of roadworks
completed by the shire each year.
A third and perhaps easiest way to fund an
eight per cent rate cut is to implement a very
minor change in the shire’s vehicle replacement
policy.
The shire currently owns 23 passenger
vehicles.
This seems at first glance to be significantly
high for a shire with 75 employees, but I
digress.
The Shire’s current policy is that these
vehicles are replaced every four years or when
they reach 120,000km travelled, whichever
happens first.
It has an equivalent time versus hours used/
kilometres driven for its other plant and
equipment too.
Shire vehicles sold too soon
THE ISSUE is that the shire’s vehicles rarely
seem to make it to their kilometre/hours used
limit, and thus are disposed of prematurely.
Take the shire’s UD Nissan GW470 truck*
as an example.
Current shire policy is to replace this truck
when it has done 500,000km or been driven for
eight years.
However, that truck is in the budget to be
replaced this coming year even though it has
travelled only 155,000km on the clock.
The price of a replacement truck is $260,000
minus any trade-in value that the shire may
receive on the current truck.
The shire’s Bandit 990XP Chipper provides
another perfect example of this.
The chipper is scheduled to be replaced this
year despite having clocked up only 400 hours
of use.
It was meant to be replaced when it had done
5000 hours, and the cost of replacing this still
near-new machine is $65,000.
Another example is the shire’s Mitsubishi
Triton GL Utility T0014 which has just

been replaced even though it had done only
43,000km – it was meant to be replaced after
120,000km.
This year, the shire spent $750,000 replacing
vehicles despite most of them not getting close
to their kilometre or hour limits, as per the
shire’s policy.
The current year’s budget has a further
$700,000 earmarked to replace existing
vehicles in the shire’s fleet although none of
them are even close to their kilometre or hour
limits.
In short, we are disposing of low-kilometre
vehicles just because they are four years old.
By making a small edit to the shire’s vehicle
replacement policy so that vehicles are kept
until they reach 120,000km or five years –
instead of 120,000km or four years – the shire
will save $700,000 in just this coming year
alone.
This simple, single action would enable the
council to reduce rates by 11 per cent this year
without affecting any service provided by the
shire and with no effect at all on the reliability
of the shire’s vehicle fleet.
Other shires, such as Wagin, have adopted a
five-year vehicle replacement policy so there
is existing precedent for such a policy.
Of course, the three examples I have given
are just that – examples, albeit very valid ones,
clearly demonstrate that an eight per cent
reduction in rates this year can be achieved
without adversely affecting the quality of the
services provided by the shire.
Rates could ‘quite easily’ be halved
IMPLEMENT all three of these suggestions,
and rates could quite easily be cut by 50 per
cent.
Ultimately though, the responsibility for
identifying cost savings resides in the first
instance with the CEO.
Then the council and community can approve,
modify or reject any of his proposed budget
measures before they are ever implemented.
The proposed motion to reduce rates this year
by eight per cent is an opportunity for every
councillor to show that they acknowledge
that there are people within our community
who may be doing it tough and would greatly
appreciate the council doing whatever it can to
help them right now.
Let’s grasp this one chance to ease the
financial burden on ratepayers by approving
this motion to reduce rates without impacting
the quality of services provided by the shire to
the Toodyay community.
*Shire President Brian Rayner later told the
Herald that the Nissan truck was a ‘lemon’ that
was too costly to repair and needed replacing.
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No room for old barnies
in today’s decisions
Toodyay Progress Association
Larry Graham, Chair

Joe and his gang at last year’s Moondyne Festival.

Moondyne Joe ready to run riot
through Toodyay streets
Moondyne Festival
Caroline Campbell
ON SUNDAY May 6, Stirling Terrace in
Toodyay will once again be transformed into
a bustling colonial village celebrating the
life and times of bushranger Moondyne Joe.
The free festival with all-day entertainment
features the re-enactment of Moondyne Joe’s
various antics including mock robberies,
arrests, his numerous escapes and two
courtroom trials.
Joining in the fun are Joe’s gang of floozies,
coppers, swaggies and the town crier.
The Act Belong Commit Moondyne
Festival is sponsored by the Toodyay
and Districts Bendigo Community Bank,
Toodyay Shire, Healthway, WA Government
and Roadwise.
Moondyne Festival coordinator Rosie
McClellan said they were appreciative of all
their sponsors.
“Without their support the festival would
not be able to run,” she said.

“The collaboration of all our community
groups is so important to the successful
running of the event. It’s because of our
sponsors that we can put on this day of first
class entertainment year after year.
“As well as the street theatre there’ll
be artisan and heritage crafts, food stalls,
entertainment and this year Moondyne is
holding a competition for the best floozie as
well as moustache, with some great prizes.
“It’s a wonderful, fun and free family day
out,” Mrs McClellan said.
Toodyay and Districts Bendigo Community
Bank Manager Kirsten Barrack said the
popularity of the festival was a boon for the
area.
“We really love being a part of this festival,
not only because it celebrates our colonial
past but because it brings lots of visitors to
our region which is great for local business.
For information about the festival, please
contact Rosie McClellan, on 0430 335 516
or rosiemcclellan89@gmail.com.

THE BACKLASH to my comments from
our last association meeting and published
in this column last month surprised me,
and the subject that got me flogged was
for offering some benign support for the
incumbent shire CEO.
There is a lot of unhealthy aggression
in public affairs in Toodyay and there
has been for such a long time that many
folks are just locked into either ongoing
personality conflicts or the battles of the
past.
Even if they ever meant anything, those
historical barnies are irrelevant to modern
decision-making.
The Toodyay Progress Association
has avoided the dangers of personalitydriven agendas by focussing on policies,
processes and procedures, and because
that draws attention to individuals’ actions
they can feel threatened and then the
accusations fly.
They did again at last month’s council
meeting when the Shire President and I
had a brief but fiery spat about council’s
nonsensical allegations of conspiracies and
some social media nonsense.
What our elected ones cannot seem to get
their heads around is that individuals in an
organisation are entitled to say what they
like, but the organisation may not share
those views.
That rather annoying thing is called free
speech and we treasure it.
When I was working as a Fairfax Media
columnist, pollies and staffers going crook
regularly rang my editor.
After explaining the difference between
a columnist’s opinion piece and the views
of Fairfax Media, he simply gave them my
phone number and directed the flak to me
as the columnist.

How grown-ups behave

His view was that was how grown-ups
behave and if you write it, you fight it.
There is a lesson there, because in
Toodyay it seems to come as a great
surprise to some holding public office that
public life is actually public.
And in local government you should not
avoid the public because the law requires
the office holders to involve the public in
their decision-making and to act in the
public interest.
No-one says that is easy, but if individuals
cannot handle dealing with the public –
warts and all – they do not belong in public
life.
The public are not the enemy, nor are
they an inconvenience, they are the entire
reason we have systems of government.
Returning to the recent backlash about
my comments, the association has no view
whatsoever on who should or should not
be shire CEO.
All I was trying to point out is that
sweetness and light does not descend
on civic affairs just because we change
personnel.
And we know this from the legendary
turnover in civic affairs in Toodyay.
The chatter about the CEO, while
interesting, diverts attention from far
greater problems.
It doesn’t matter who has that job
tomorrow, the issues are exactly the same
and the underlying problems are all still
there.
And those problems flow from councillors

appearing to be unable to understand that
they run the show.
Some of them think that there is an
Independent Republic of Administration
in charge, and the council cannot question
it, check on it or tell it what to do.
Those who think that should read Section
2.7 of the Local Government Act because
that law says clearly that the council
governs the local government’s affairs and
is responsible for the performance of the
local government’s functions.
To put that in plain language – the council
is in charge.
Not only is that the law and the view of
the Toodyay Progress Association, the WA
Local Government Association and the
WA Local Government Department, the
State Corruption and Crime Commission
also drives that significant point home to
all local governments.
Our councillors should also read Section
2.10 of the Act because that tells them who
they are working for – it is the electors,
ratepayers and residents of the district.
Reading this law is not that hard but you
do have to read it.
The actions of our elected ones often
demonstrate that they have not done so,
and that has to change.
Some say the Toodyay Progress
Association should be more positive.
We are unashamedly about trying to
drive change for the better, and it may
well be that some progress is starting to
be made because there were five matters
discussed by the council last month that
were all started by our actions.
Those matters were the audit of the legal
costs, the review of wards, a proposed
reduction in the number of councillors,
the talk of reducing rates, and governance
issues with some policy changes.
And while we are having a little warm
and fuzzy moment, the association
congratulated the council and its employees
for the magnificent renovations to the town
war memorial.
The Toodyay RSL also played a great
role in advising on the project and as an
ex-soldier who always attends Anzac Day
dawn services, I reckon the memorial and
the service did the huge crowd proud.
As always, we point out that we are a
not-for–profit, volunteer public advocacy
group that will not, and has not, run,
supported or endorsed candidates for
elected office.
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‘Shave-athon’ raises funds
for cancer research
Allison Ralph
FOR THE 20th anniversary of the World’s
Greatest Shave, I organised a ‘shave-athon’
at the Cola Café Toodyay on April 7.
It was a fundraiser for people battling blood
cancer which also supports their families.
This is the sixth year I have participated in
this great cause and it is an opportunity to
honour my Dad Trevor Ralph who lost his
battle with cancer in 2010.
I know how important it is to help fundraise
to support people going through cancer;
without fundraising, research cannot be done
and support cannot be given.
All funds raised go straight to the patients
and their families for treatment, counselling,
accommodation and transport – to name just
a few.

So I would like to say a big thankyou to
the following: Michael and Bec for allowing
me to have the event at Cola Café Toodyay;
Kye, the owner of Foil n Splice Hair Studio
in Toodyay for volunteering to shave and
colour hair; my mum Norah Ralph for all her
support over the past six years, and John for
taking the photos.
Most importantly I want to thank the
Toodyay and surrounding community for
donating money towards this great cause
– without your support we could not have
made this year such a great year.
You can make donations via the World’s
Greatest Shave link until the end of
June at my.leukaemiafoundation.org.au/
allisonralph1.
So again, thank you all for donating to this
year’s World’s Greatest Shave.

Margot Watkins’ mural in Charcoal Lane evokes the CWA’s long history in Toodyay.

Margot’s mural makes a
big laneway splash

CWA
Elizabeth Mansom
TEN OF us met on April 12 to make a start
on sewing Boomerang Bags.
Dixie was the star, bringing her sewing
machine and a huge stash of material but
those who supplied sandwiches, muffins and
fruit mince pies for morning tea also deserve
a mention.
Everyone went home with material to
assemble and bring back to the May craft
day.
Our president Judith had a very enjoyable
and very purple party for a very big birthday
in the hall on April 14. Thank you, Judith for
sharing the day with us.
On April 20, six of us went to the CWA
Crafters Home Farm and Garden Exhibition
in Bassendean. It was in a word – exquisite.
Those who went were very glad they did,
and we strongly recommend if you get the
chance to visit a CWA craft exhibition you
take it up.
Once again, the CWA ladies were out and
about on Anzac Day with homemade biscuits
and we hope you were one of the lucky
recipients.
Did you see the posters around town
in time to come to our jumble sale? Our
indefatigable secretary Viv put up at least
a dozen and also contacted the local radio
station. Thank you Viv.

Proceeds are going to Associated Country
Women of the World which works to
represent more than nine million women in
75 countries worldwide, to raise the standard
of living for rural women and their families
through education, training and communitydevelopment programs.
In addition to Moondyne, which might
still be a pleasant memory by the time you
read this, there are three invitations to other
branches in May – not all frivolity.
A high tea at Caversham to raise money for
cancer and International Day in Quairading
will be educational.
The country of study this year is Peru and,
apart from all the food being made from
Peruvian recipes and everyone doing their
best to dress Peruvian style, there will be
someone to talk to us about the country.
Have you seen our mural? Margot has
done a magnificent job but do go and see
the real thing. Stand at the top of the path
leading down the side of the CWA Hall from
Charcoal Lane. You can’t miss it.
CWA meets at 1pm on the fourth Thursday
of the month in the CWA Hall in Stirling
Terrace.
There is plenty of parking in Charcoal Lane
with disabled access from Charcoal Lane
down the side of the hall.
To book the hall, ring Patricia De SotoPhillips on 9574 4559 or 0405 242 481.

1887 Ringa Bridge to be structurally
assessed for tourism
TOODYAY’S historic Ringa Railway Bridge
near Coorinja Winery will be structurally
assessed to see if it is safe for tourist visits.
The original 1887 timber bridge on
Toodyay’s former narrow-gauge railway line
to Clackline was upgraded in the 1950s.
The site – about six kilometres south of
the town – is currently signposted that the

structure is potentially unsafe.
The Toodyay Shire Council agreed last
month to spend up to $10,000 on a structural
assessment of the 18-span bridge.
Although any repair costs were unknown,
annual maintenance would cost about $5000
a year.
The site is classified by the National Trust.

A train crosses Toodyay’s historic Ringa Bridge on the former narrow-gauge line to Clackline.

From left: Allison Ralph with Kye, owner of Foil n Splice.

Maddison Kays.

Norah Ralph.

Chitty says rates cut ‘irresponsible’
Continued from Page 1.
CR BELL’S motion to cut shire rates by eight
per cent was seconded by Cr Rob Welburn, a
former community bank director who chairs
the council’s powerful audit committee.
He said Cr Bell had “brought up some
really good things but an eight per cent rates
cut meant there would be no rec centre” – a
claim Cr Bell later disputed.
“I don’t support an eight per cent rates
cut but I will be getting out the scalpel to
see where we can cut costs in this year’s
budget and I hope to see what Cr Bell has
suggested,” Cr Welburn said.
Shire Deputy President Therese Chitty
said that based on talking to others in local
government she believed a rates cut would
be “irresponsible”.
“I hope we get a grant and I’m sure we will
get a rec centre,” she said.
“However, our economic development plan
gets thrown out the window with an eight per
cent rates cut.

“I know we can do things better and I
want Toodyay to grow bigger and better, but
reducing rates will put us in a tailspin.”
Cr Eric Twine said Cr Bell’s ideas were
worth looking at.
“I think an eight per cent reduction
wouldn’t be a good idea but I agree we need
to look at savings,” Cr Twine said.
“Cr Bell has probably done a lot of budgets
for his company (Australian Mines Ltd) but
he has never done a shire budget.”
Cr Paula Greenway said “I don’t think we
will move forward with an eight per cent
rates cut”.
Shire President Brian Rayner did not speak
during the debate.
Cr Bell’s motion was lost 4-2, with only
he and Cr Welburn voting in favour, and Crs
Rayner, Chitty, Twine and Greenway against.
*The full text of Cr Bell’s rates cut address to
last month’s Toodyay Shire Council meeting
is published on Page 9.

Page 12 THE TOODYAY HERALD May 2018

Hot tips to grow prize vegies
in time for Toodyay Show
Toodyay Agricultural Society
Alison Wroth Chief Steward
HERE’S a bit of motivation for all the green
thumbs who want to plant vegetables in
time for the Toodyay Agricultural Show but
aren’t sure of the correct planting times to
ensure quality vegetables for judging day
in October.

We have provided these instructions for
two years now and have received positive
responses.
Thanks, as always, go to retired champion
vegetable grower, show steward and renowned
judge Len Leeder who provided the schedule.
Pens at the ready – here we go.
For the week starting May 21 plant potatoes
and sweet potatoes, June 4 plant broad beans,
June 11 rhubarb and silverbeet, July 2 cabbages
and cauliflowers, beetroot, peas, broccoli, July
9 snow peas and on the week commencing July
23 plant lettuce.
New classes have been added as an attraction
for children and for those who like quickgrowing vegetables there is new class of Asian
Greens of any variety.
The other new class is the sweet potato which
is to be judged on size alone which makes it

Grain pest manual
gets update
THE GRAINS Research and Development
Corporation has just released an updated
version of its identification manual on insects
of the southern and western broad-acre
farming systems.
The I SPY manual is available at grdc.
com.au/I-SPY and covers basic taxonomy,
important insect groups and identification
keys, descriptions of common species as well
as information on monitoring, integrated pest
management principles and biosecurity.
It contains information on control options
for more than 40 pests and now includes the
African black beetle and the Russian wheat
aphid which has recently established itself
in Australia.

The Biggest Sweet Potato Competition.
With luck we will get a full bench of fruit and
vegetables on display in the Exhibition Hall,
unlike last year which did not live up to its
full potential. So get those vegetables planted,
especially the sweet potato, treat them kindly
and enter the result in the show.
Our membership drive and fundraising stalls
will be on Friday May 25 in the IGA foyer and
on Saturday May 26 at Federation Square in
Stirling Terrace.
The prizes are destined to be very
‘agricultural’; gardeners will love one of them
and horses will love the other. I will leave you
in suspense as to what we are raffling, so come
along and buy a ticket. It’s bound to be lots of
fun, it always is, so we’ll see you good people
there.
We are giving encouragement to enter the
Toodyay Agricultural Show by holding the
Exhibitors Workshop again this year.
Qualified judges will be on hand to provide
tips and advice to potential exhibitors who
can learn skills and gain knowledge of what
it takes to make a better exhibit. The judges
will give us an idea of what they look for in a
prize-winning entry – this is, after all, what we
all need to know.
The Exhibitors Workshop will be held in midAugust and the sections we will be promoting
are Floriculture, Needlework (knitting, sewing
and crochet) and Patchwork and Quilting. More
details will be available in the Herald and on
our Facebook page during the month as we get
judges and dates confirmed.
As hosts of this year’s Royal Agricultural
Society Rural Ambassador Award we have
found a lovely venue but are still lacking an
entrant. If you are between 18 and 30 years
of age and enjoy being involved in our local
community, we are searching for you.
The competition is aimed at young adults who
have a passion for the rural environment, our
community, and a willingness to promote their
goals and ideals. If you are keen, please contact
me or Sarah-Jane Simmonetti for a chat.
Finally, I am still looking for stewards to
assist on the Friday of judging and on show
day in the Handweaving, Photography, Cattle
and Art sections. If you are interested, please
ring me on 0437 099 960.

Keith Boyce enjoys a cuddle with grandson Leevi.

Keith hangs up his moccasins
2 June 1964 – 10 April 2018
AVON Valley shearer and woolpresser Keith
‘Ringo’ Boyce was laid to rest recently amid
a sea of black and white.
The avid Collingwood supporter was
farewelled by more than 200 family and
friends who dressed in The Pies’ colours for
Keith’s internment at Brookton Cemetery on
May 27.
Keith was born in Beverley and after trying
his hand at welding he learned to shear and
stayed in the wool industry as a presser and
shearer until be succumbed to diabetes and
could no longer work.
The Boyce family, wife Lorraine and
children Melissa, Alby, Stephanie, Racheal
and Latoya eventually settled in Northam
with Keith working for local shearing
contractors Rod Bowden and Peter and Maria
Jokich.

Keith was known in the industry as a solid
team player who could proficiently do all the
jobs in a shearing team.
“His pride in his job and his work ethic
was exceptional and he passed this down to
his girls who still work for us now,” Peter
Jokich said.
“Keith was very proud of his girls and
loved to pass on his knowledge of years
in the shearing shed, even coming into the
sheds in his wheelchair to guide and teach
Melissa to shear – much to the delight of our
farmers who missed his gentle banter and
clean shearing.”
Above all, Keith was a family man and
doted on his 16 grandchildren.
He was much loved by all the family and
will be remembered as a person who lived
his life to the full.
Ieva Tomsons
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Candeloros trial weed management
Toodyay Agricultural Alliance
Frank Panizza
LOCAL farmers have now completed most
of their stubble burning programs and many
have begun dry seeding of canola.
A few farmers in the district have already
finished canola programs and now are
waiting for rain to begin cereals.
Local farmers, Candeloro Farms, have a
large canola program this year and have put
to test harvest residue technology adopted
by them last harvest.
The Candeloros fitted seed destructing
equipment to two new harvesters and to
another that was a few years old. This
equipment is at the forefront of agricultural
innovation and captures weed seeds exiting
the harvester and crushes the seeds to
powder, rendering the seed unviable.
Not only does this greatly reduce the
chances of herbicide resistant weeds from
building up, it also greatly reduces the need
for burning off chaff dumps or windrow
burning for weed control.
Jerome Candeloro, who farms with his
parents Joe and Maria and brothers Dion
and Aaron, said the system had worked well,
though not without teething problems.
Mr Candeloro stated that “with the
adoption of new technology and practices
that it’s imperative that farmers receive
support from machinery dealers and local
manufacturers”. He added that with the
adoption of any new system, challenges arise
during harvest and seeding operations which
are already under time pressure.
“We have received 110 per cent support
from our machinery dealers and local
manufacturers.
“Support to iron out teething problems with
new technology is imperative to its wider
adoption,” Mr Candeloro said.
Seeding is in full swing at Candeloro Farms
with all their seeding equipment managing
to get through most paddocks, despite straw
being left on the ground due to the adoption
of the new weed-seed management system.
Sheep and cattle producers are still busy
handfeeding stock. Many producers now
have new season calves and lambs on the
ground.

Zucchini Queen
wins second title
Ieva Tomsons

Dry seeding canola through retained stubble at Candeloro Farms. Photo: Frank Panizza.
Pastures are poor at the moment but
farmers remain hopeful that rains will come
soon to alleviate pressure on feed supplies.
On a disappointing note, reports are
emerging of local stock theft. It appears that
at least one steer was shot and butchered in

the paddock, and the meat taken away.
Other reports are of sheep in numbers of
20 or 30 going missing. Vigilance and the
reporting of any suspicious activity to the
relevant authorities is key to keeping this
activity under control.

DUMBARTON monster marrow grower
Heather Blackwell has won the longest
vegetable category at this year’s Pumpkin
Festival in Dwellingup.
It’s the second year in a row that Heather
has secured the prize by cultivating a
Trumboncino zucchini which grew to
1.2m.
Heather started her growing program in
late November to ensure it was ready for
the competition at Easter.
One of the tricks of growing a zucchini
to maximum length is suspension; the
marrow is ‘hung’ to prevent curling.
There is also a lot of luck involved in
growing monster vegetables and a lot can
go wrong.
Last year Heather’s husband John grew
a 220.8kg giant gourd and was crowned
Pumpkin King.
The title this year went to Robert
Giumelli who smashed the previous state
record (313kg) by growing a 361kg giant
pumpkin using seeds that the Blackwell’s
sourced from NSW and shared with other
competitors.
John’s pumpkins suffered numerous
setbacks leading up to the competition,
but he is still cultivating one that is yet to
grow out to its maximum size.
The race is now on among WA’s giant
pumpkin growers to beat the Australian
record – a whopping 700kg.

Shire rangers get biosecurity update
Women in Farming Enterprises
Alison Wroth, Chairperson

THE FIRST Livestock Biosecurity
Network (LBN) Seminar on April 3 was
an outstanding success for organisers and
those who attended.
Thanks must go to the Toodyay
Agricultural Alliance and the Shire of
Toodyay for assisting our organisation

with the evening and the lead up to the
seminar.
Shire CEO Stan Scott welcomed two
fantastic guest speakers; Jeff Russell a
Grains Biosecurity Officer and Frances
Gartrell the LBN State Biosecurity and
Extension Manager.
Both were very interesting. Jeff brought
many handouts on grain disease and toxic
weeds.
He also told us about a free app that
farmers can use on any smart phone, which
provides information on weeds and insects
affecting grain and pasture.
However, from the farmers and producers
walking in the door, you knew that Frances
Gartrell was the lady they had come to
listen to and gain some information from.
Biosecurity and the new modules haven’t
been widely advertised so holding a
seminar/workshop where local producers
could have an open discussion with the
speakers worked well for the 48 people
who attended.
Frances is ‘people friendly’; she knows
exactly how producers and farmers are
seeing these new changes that have
been seemingly thrust upon them. She
explained the biosecurity and animal
welfare changes, including farm plans,
livestock movements and farm audits very
clearly and concisely.
Shire rangers also attended the seminar
as they will also have to change their
practices to work within the biosecurity
rules that the farmers must now put in
place.
You might start to see biosecurity signs
on farm gates around the shire; please read
them and do as they say. Call the owner
before entering the property if you are
visiting or have been near livestock or on
a previous property. The property owner
will appreciate it.
The evening went very well. The Toodyay
Football Club helped by managing the bar
at the Sports Pavilion, offering drinks after
the meeting as well as providing a sausage
sizzle. A big thank you to the club, it was
much appreciated.
Overall, Women in Farming Enterprises
(WIFE) is going well and after a great
success such as the biosecurity evening,
our next meeting on Thursday May 10 at
6pm in the Freemasons Hotel is destined
to be rather quiet and I’m looking forward
to a discussion about finances or health or
whatever the members bring up.
If you have any rural interest and live
on a farm, big or small, and want to
obtain skills, you will find the group and
friendships formed something to look
forward to.

Heather Blackwell with two of her monster
marrows. Photo: John Blackwell.

I visited the new Toodyay Men’s Shed last

month and caught up with members over morning tea. The Men’s Shed movement provides
invaluable fellowship and nationally, has proven
its worth in the area of men’s health and wellbeing. State Government funding for the 170
Men’s Sheds spread across WA – 125 of them in
the regions - is soon to run out. It is absolutely
vital that funding continues to allow Men’s Sheds
to continue their fantastic work in offering men a
sense of purpose and belonging.
Alarmed at the proposal to increase gravel extraction at Bailup, I have written to the Ministers
for Road Safety, Transport and Environment.
Toodyay Road has an appalling safety record
and if this development proceeds, would result
in a six-fold increase in the number of heavy
vehicles carting gravel from Bailup via Toodyay
Road. Currently Main Roads is conducting a
traffic and heavy vehicle assessment for the
Mundaring Shire and WA Planning Commission.
I will be watching this issue closely.
Congratulations to the Morangup community
for their dedicated work to build a new St John
Ambulance centre. A true community effort, long
term plans to incorporate a helipad at the site will
certainly bolster the group’s ability to respond to
emergencies.
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Minirail’s Bunyip is a dinky-di Aussie
Toodyay Miniature Railway
June Eastwood

LAST edition we wrote about our beautiful
new sign to differentiate us from a toilet
block. Did it work? Yes, and no.
The anxious-eyed public know we are the
railway station now but they still want to
know where the toilets are.
It seems a very big sign is needed at the
entrance to the path above us. They don’t
look left to the small blue sign.
On Friday April 7 we were honoured with
several eastern states minirail enthusiasts
joining us.
They had come west, complete with
engines, to attend the annual conference
which was held in Bunbury this year.
They also drove their engines at
Esperance on the way up, then Bunbury,
Castledare, Balcatta and the big time at
Whiteman Park before coming to Toodyay.
We were thrilled to have engines from
every mainland state in Australia running
on our tracks on the same day; from a tiny
steamer from Queensland to a large NSW

Toodyay YouthCARE Council
(Chaplaincy)
Vivienne Freeman, Secretary

New sign identifies minirail station.

Bunyip greets his passengers.

Contact Minister to
keep Chaplaincy
program going

engine, they all varied in size but sported
resplendent paint jobs.
WA was represented by an LMS Black
5 from Balcatta and our own Shandy and
Percy.
The highlight was a special line of teddy
bears in their own red conveyance. Each
bear was doing something different as the
engine pulled it along.
One was furiously pedalling a tiny bike,
two rowing a little boat, one rocking in
his chair sporting a dressing gown and
slippers and so on down a line of 12 bears
of varying sizes.
The driver initially made this masterpiece
to amuse his grandchildren but it has given
much enjoyment to every adult who has
seen it Australia-wide as well.
One pair of railway people were even

keen enough to drive further north to the
Batavia Coast Mini Rail in Geraldton
while others went south to visit Katanning
on their way back east.
Our Bunyip has been much admired, but
we must settle a serious misapprehension
in the minds of some.
Many think he is a dragon, but this
is definitely not the case. If you study
his haunches and arms you will see the
kangaroo in his ancestry.
We have no doubt that further back our
flameless Bunyip is maybe a fifth cousin
to the flame-throwing English dragons.
Then again, as he is a dweller of lakes
and billabongs, there could also be a little
Scottish lineage in there somewhere.
However, we assure all, our Bunyip is a
dinky-di true blue Aussie.

AS THE National School Chaplaincy
Program is only funded to the end of 2018,
an evaluation of the program is currently
being held by the Federal Government.
YouthCARE has encouraged local
communities to contact the Federal
Minister of Education and Training
Senator Simon Birmingham to express
our support for the continuation of this
valuable service.
Senator Birmingham’s email address is:
minister@education.gov.au.
We have seen the positive outcome that
our school chaplain has had in our school
and I would urge you to take the time to
send an email to the Senator.
YouthCARE provided a 2017 update on
statistics: there are currently 423 chaplains
in 593 public schools and, there were
108,802 student conversations.
The top four issues for students were
family relationships, peer relationships,
behaviour concerns and anxiety.
There were 348,127 meals served
at Breakfast Clubs and there are 255
volunteers in 71 schools who run CVE
(Christian Values Education) classes.
Thanks again toToodyay Shire which has
donated $7500 to our Chaplaincy Program
for 2018/19.
The AGM was held for our Toodyay
YouthCARE Council and the following
candidates were elected for 12 months.
Chairperson Rev Peggy Ludlow,
deputy chairperson Max Heath, secretary
Vivienne Freeman and treasurer Maggie
Parsons.
We meet monthly to discuss matters
relating to our school.
Our next Big Breakfast will be held on
Monday May 7 on the school grassed
area through from the office. Parents and
friends are welcome.

Small club takes on big job
of State workshop
Avon Woodturners
Max Heath

HI TO all from the Woodturners at 2J
Junction.
We have been going along nicely at The
Junction. Since the last Herald, we have
had some interesting happenings.
At our March meeting we had a visit
from WA Woodturners’ Association
(WAWA) president Jim Cameron and
committee member Bruce Jackson.
They spoke about Toodyay hosting the
June 16 workshop and we have agreed to
go ahead with WAWA’s help.
It is a problem for a small club like ours
to find demonstrators for an event like this
and WAWA has taken responsibility for
providing them.
We still have to do a lot of organising and
for our small club it is a major undertaking.
At the March meeting there was some
discussion about obtaining a defibrillator
for the shed, but we decided to investigate
if we should have it in an appropriate place
for all at the Toodyay Junction. We are now
looking in to this.

Since then, turning has been going along
nicely with both Sundays and Wednesdays
being well attended.
On April 21 a workshop was held
at Swan Woodturners’ headquarters in
Midland and Trevor Prangnell visited
and reported back about some very good
demonstrations done by Neil Turner.
Neil is a self-taught turner and is an artist
in his craft, one of the best in Australia and
earns some excellent financial rewards for
his items.
At our April meeting we started
organising our demo day at the Moondyne
Festival where we will be demonstrating
our craft.
Also discussed was the opportunity to
go to Minivale, just outside Dowerin, to
do a demonstration but at this stage we are
unable to participate in this event.
Discussion also came up whether we
could attend Beverly Show later in the
year, but we deferred this until next
meeting.
That’s about all from the Woodturners
for this month and so please remember our
saying: Please don’t drive tired.

Don’t just update your computer and software

Update your skills!
Skills Workshops just $20pp
Mondays 7-9pm
Every week starting 14/5/18
May’s Programme – give us a call on 9574 5357 and book your place.

14th May

21st May

28th May

Excel

Introducing Excel
Learn what Excel can do for you.
Budgets, estimates, invoices, costings, calculations,
membership lists, catalogues, charts and graphs
Beginner’s guide to getting started in Excel

Word

Word - More than a Typewriter
Learn some of the formatting tricks that make Word
so much more.
Format painter, tab lines, breaks, themes and that is
just for a start

Excel

Dealing with Data
It’s not just about adding things up and it’s not just
about numbers.
Importing and exporting data, sorting, comparing,
validating, filtering and manipulating
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No joke, mobiles started to
ring on April Fools’ Day
Bejoording Community Group News
From the desk of The Badger
MANY of us in Bejoording either had no
mobile reception or minimal; many of us
couldn’t even get an ADSL internet line,
and we certainly won’t be getting the NBN.
Imagine our surprise when suddenly
mobile phones started to ring on or around
April 1. Not only that, we got excellent
reception with 4G bars. I can now get
excellent internet performance on my mobile
WIFI too.
None of us has had any notification from
Telstra but having lived without any mobile
or internet service at home since I moved
here six years ago it’s positively liberating.
So, dare I say it – thank you Telstra.
Footy fever is in full swing in Bejoording
with different members hosting games in
their sheds every Friday and some on other
days too. Tipping is also heating up as clubs
establish their form, as are the friendly
arguments about the next week’s predictions.
Coming up on the social calendar is our
annual Clean Up Bejoording day on Sunday
May 6 so, if you are around, come up to
the shed around 9.30am and volunteer. We
never cease to be amazed at how much
trash appears, even on the quietest roadside;
bottles, cans, plastic bags, even quite large
items.
At our AGM on April 4 there were no
changes to the committee. Barry Grey
remains as president, Marc Bodiam vicepresident, Linda Veldtman treasurer and The

Badger is secretary.
Your monthly reminder. We meet every
Wednesday evening (except in January) at
the Bejoording Community Centre which
shares premises with the local Volunteer
Bush Fire Brigade in Bejoording Road.
Come along from 6pm and leave when
it suits you. It’s strictly ‘come as you are’
casual, kids are welcome, and there are
fun events every month. If you aren’t yet a
member, we’d love to get to know you.
If you want to know more, you can contact
president Barry Grey on 9574 2149 or call
The Badger on 0414 250 484.
Hope to see you soon.

Nominate your
local rural
achievement hero
IF SOMEONE has impressed you with
their community spirit, why not nominate
them for the WA Regional Achievement
and Community Awards?
The awards are designed to encourage,
acknowledge and reward the valuable
contributions individuals, communities
and businesses make throughout regional
and rural WA.
Nominations open on Wednesday May
9 and close on Tuesday July 24.
For further information ring 9201 1155
or visit awardsaustralia.com/waraca.

Toodyay First – Buy Local
Toodyay Chamber of Commerce and
Industry
Bob Schrader
THE TOODYAY Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (TCCI) has launched a social
media campaign which aims to encourage
locals to buy locally and support businesses
within the Toodyay Shire.
The campaign slogan is Toodyay First –
Buy Local.
There is no cost for a Toodyay-based
business to join this campaign, they just need
to be a member of the TCCI.
During stage one of the campaign the
chamber’s Facebook page, facebook.com/
ToodyayChamber, will get new customdesigned images and content.
A closed Facebook group built from the
chamber’s business page will form a virtual
local community.
The purpose of the group will be to drive

Advertorial

A new face for Central Ward
Who am I?
I HAVE been a resident of Toodyay since
2010 when my wife and I built our home
in Hoddys Well, planted 60 olive trees
and fenced paddocks for our llamas and
alpacas.
I am a lawyer and worked in private

practice for almost 30 years in Brisbane,
Melbourne and Perth specialising in
mining and petroleum law. Recently I have
been working for the Western Australian
Government on major resource projects.
I have served as a non-executive director
of listed public companies and as chairman
of not-for-profit organisations.

Since moving to Toodyay I have acted
for the Toodyay community to oppose a
proposal for a large putrescible landfill
operation in Chitty Road, Hoddys Well
by Opal Vale Pty Ltd. This involved
preparing public submissions to the
Department of Environmental Regulation,
appealing decisions of the Department to
the Minister and an appeal to the Supreme
Court.
I have also served in a voluntary capacity
as a committee member of The Toodyay
Herald for the past three years.

Why am I standing for
Council?

I AM very concerned about the
dysfunctional operation of the Council
which has resulted in the recent resignation
of two Councillors before the end of their
terms. There is an overriding culture of
secrecy where we need more transparency,
communication and consultation with the
Toodyay public.
There have been several examples
of waste of ratepayers’ funds and I
believe there needs to be improved
financial management to avoid further rate
increases.
Finally, I am concerned about the
protection of Toodyay’s unique natural and
built environment which is under threat
from various landfills, bauxite mining and
extractive industry. Toodyay is at risk of
becoming the quarry and rubbish dump for
Perth. The Council needs to take a stronger
stance on these matters.

Why you should vote
for me?
BECAUSE of my legal training and
expertise and my experience in the
governance of public companies and notfor-profit organisations, I believe I am in
a unique position to apply these skills as a
Councillor for the benefit of the Toodyay
community, in particular to improve the
operation of Council and to deal with the
issues I have identified above.
This is not a time for a replay of what has
been tried before. It is time for a change
and I can assist the Council in bringing
about that change.
I will be available for a chat on Saturday
mornings from 10am to noon upstairs in
the Toodyay Bakery up to the close of
voting.

local businesses and consumers to network
and communicate as well as promote the
need to buy local.
It will provide a platform for local
businesses to advertise further down the
track when group activity increases.
Being in control of the group will allow
TCCI to keep track of group insights and
monitor its effectiveness.
The chamber intends to: run a $500
competition on its Facebook page to
encourage membership; design custom
graphics for brand continuity; design
window stickers for participating local
businesses and introduce the campaign to
all Toodyay businesses.
Stage two will introduce Toodyay
Dollar vouchers which will be available
from the TCCI in various denominations.
Participating businesses can purchase them
for promotional activities.
Other organisations can also purchase
the vouchers for prizes and other reward
purposes.
Voucher recipients can spend them at any
of the participating Toodyay businesses on
a dollar-for-dollar exchange rate.
The vouchers cannot be cashed in and each
voucher must be redeemed in full at one
store only. Change given is at the store’s sole
discretion if the full amount is not redeemed.
The Toodyay Dollar vouchers will carry
the names of all participating Toodyay
businesses, so recipients or holders of these
dollars can immediately see where they can
spend them.
The campaign will be promoted to the
Toodyay community, all Toodyay businesses,
service and sporting clubs, the shire and other
relevant organisations.
The foundation sponsors supporting the
campaign are the Toodyay and Districts
Bendigo Community Bank, Country Realty
and Toodyay Auto Centre.

Motorists please
mind the gap when
passing cyclists
Wheatbelt North Region
Cliff Simpson, Road Safety Adviser
SATURDAY April 14 was a beautiful day for
a State-funded family bicycle ride around the
Avon River in Toodyay.
To promote the benefits of cycling,
the Shire of Toodyay received a State
Government community road safety event
grant via the WA Road Safety Commission
for the town’s second annual Family Bike
Day.
While hilly Toodyay may appear to have
some challenging terrain for cyclists, there
were plenty of bikes on the morning and even
one tricyclist was spotted making his way up
a hill.
To add value to the day the riders collected
clues and took selfies at various locations
along the way.
In fact, the route around the river between
bridges is one of the area’s least hilly and a
really comfortable ride of almost 5km.
Wheatbelt North Road Safety Advisor Cliff
Simpson – besides riding his own bike as
‘sweeper’ – spoke about recent changes to
State road laws that require vehicles to pass
cyclists at a safe distance.
Motorists are now required to leave a gap
of at least 1m where the speed limit is 60km/h
or less, and 1.5m where the speed limit is
more than 60km/h.
Mr Simpson also reminded riders that the
law changed two years ago to allow cyclists
of all ages to use footpaths unless signs say
otherwise.
“Riders obviously need to take care to give
way around pedestrians and avoid pedestrian
rage,” Mr Simpson said.
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Old photographs reveal hidden meanings
Toodyay Historical Society
Robyn Taylor
PHOTOGRAPHS are incredibly rich
documents when you start to examine
beyond their surface appearance.
Cultural studies students learn how to
‘read’ photographs often in much the same
way art historians read or decipher paintings.
Apart from the aesthetics of how the
subject is depicted and the overall image
constructed there is also the narrative story,
the possible hidden meanings and with
further study who made the image and why.
There is also another story about
provenance; who has owned the image and
its history of use over time.
All this was explored by our guest speaker
Dr Joanna Sassoon at our April AGM.
Joanna is an internationally respected
historian and archivist who is well known
in WA for her expertise with the pictorial
collections when she worked in the Battye
Library and State Records Office.
Last year she published a book on WA
photographer E L Mitchell titled Agents of
Empire. How E L Mitchell’s Photographs
Shaped Australia.
Mitchell was born in West Yorkshire in
1876 and came to Australia as a young boy
in 1884. His family lived in Victoria then
NSW but in 1892, with the onset of economic
depression, the family returned to England.
Mitchell began studying the art of
photography under his uncle Percy Lund, a
man Joanna describes as having a significant
influence on the shape of British photography.
Mitchell was also fortunate to be learning
when major technical advances were
being made in photography and overseas
communication systems; the latter was
important for the transmission of images by
cable.
He returned to Australia in November 1899
but there were many challenges and luck
wasn’t on his side.
This was to change when he came to WA
where the economic benefits of the 1890’s
gold boom were still apparent. He travelled
all over the state taking what became iconic

May 16 at 7pm in Drummond House,
Toodyay Environment & History Centre,
next to the bank.
Before the meeting, our feature speaker
will be Dr Toby Metcalfe talking on Warri
and Yatungka: Star-crossed lovers or serious
lawbreakers?
There will be no excursion this month due
to our participation in the Moondyne Festival
where we will have our usual stall outside
Drummond House.
For more information contact: secretary.2j.
ths@gmail.com; Robyn Taylor, rdtaylor@
iinet.net.au, 9574 2578, or Beth Frayne,
toobide4@iinet.net.au, 9574 5971.
Donegan’s Cottage in the showgrounds
is open every Thursday from 1-3pm. Postal
address: PO Box 32, Toodyay WA 6566.

The new committee for 2018-2019. Back, from left: Len Leeder (patron), Colin Kendall,
Frank Farmer, Karen Wilson, Beth Frayne, Milton Baxter. Front, from left: Robyn Taylor,
Rev Peggy Ludlow (vice-president), Peter Robinson (president), Linda Rooney, Jenny
Edgecombe. Photo: Sheena Hesse.
my last duties as president was to present
photographs of this outpost of the British
Honorary Life Memberships to two very
Empire.
deserving members, Desraé and Wayne
Mitchell’s photos have been published
Clarke. Their contribution over many years
continuously for well over a century, by
has been outstanding.
governments in Australia and Great Britain
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday
for promotional purposes, then later as
illustrations for histories of Australia.
Because copyright wasn’t such an issue
in those days and Mitchell was happy to
have his work widely disseminated, his
photographs were used for many purposes
often with captions that had no connection
to why or where they were originally taken.
This is a lesson for historians about
photographs not always being what they
seem to be.
Our April AGM saw three new faces on
our committee and a changing of the guard.
My three-year term as president expired Toodyay Masonic Lodge, before the widening
with Peter Robinson stepping up to take on of Fiennes Street resulted in the front
the mantle with the Rev Peggy Ludlow as entrance being demolished. Attributed to E
vice-president.
L Mitchell, c.1923. State Library of Western
It was with much pleasure that one of Australia Collection.

Wheatbelt Clinical
Psychology
•

Psychological health problems and
disorders
• Work and business issues
•
Workers’ compensation
• Behavioural health
• Legal reports

Toodyay Bindoon Wongan Hills

Richard Taylor

Clinical Psychologist
Foundation Member Australian College of
Specialist Psychologists
Foundation Member Australian Clinical
Psychology Association
Medicare provider/private health funds

0427 447 190
(business hours)
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Laura’s Wine Bar serves up tango and tapas
AFTER a lifetime of designing everything
from churches and townhouses to
warehouses and municipal buildings,
(including the design for the Toodyay
Library renovations) what does an
extremely talented octogenarian architect
do when he finally folds up his drawing
board?
Simple – he quits the big city life and
returns to his Northam roots where he
designs and builds a wine bar, names it in
honour of his grandmother and takes on
the role of ‘mine host’.
Brian Klopper ’s family lived at
Hampton, the first rural holding granted
on the Katrine Road in the 1830s. His
grandparents, Fred and Laura Hill,
established the property as a dried fruit

farm and after Fred’s premature death, Laura
continued on in the business for another 36
years.
Laura’s Wine Bar has provided Brian with
an opportunity to continue to demonstrate
his considerable entrepreneurial flair and he,
along with family members, have certainly
thrown themselves into the project with style
and enthusiasm.
Not content with just another mundane
wine/tapas bar, they are continually
developing original ideas and in doing so,
appealing to an ever-expanding and diverse
clientele.
A first for Northam, Laura’s Tango Nights,
sponsored and led by Max Mueller of the WA
Tango Association, is proving a real winner.

Max and his partner Jenny demonstrate and
take patrons through the art of the tango,
and even if you don’t wish to trip the light
fantastic yourself, you will be entertained by
the skills and panache of the dancers.
Another project being planned is a weekly
film night where Brian will screen old, and
sometimes more-modern, ‘classic’ movies;
his well-considered choice of material should
appeal to a wide audience.
Brian, who is also an award-winning
builder, designed and built Laura’s. He freely
admits that one of the attractions of locating
the wine bar in Northam, rather than his
alternative location of Fremantle, was that
he could buy a block of land for a fifth of
the price.

Brian is also a very strong supporter
of his home town and says that Northam
has a terrific council. Building his house
and the wine bar was a breeze and there
was very little red tape, swift planning
approvals and even the liquor licence
application sailed through unhindered by
local processes.
If you are looking for sophisticated
entertainment, a friendly family-run local
bar “far from the madding crowds” or just
a quiet drink on the veranda after work,
you’d be hard pressed to find a better
venue in Northam than Laura’s Wine Bar.
Beer, champagne and tapas boards are
also on the menu and we look forward to
welcoming you.

