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Proudly wearing their ash-smeared fire-fighting suits and orange emergency services uniforms, the cream of Toodyay’s front-line volunteers
celebrate in Duidgee Park after last month’s Freedom of Entry Parade in Stirling Terrace. Photo: Gary Walton, more Page 7.

AvonLink rail service slashed – but
commuters OK for another year
Michael Sinclair-Jones
TOODYAY’S AvonLink passenger rail
service has won a 12-month reprieve but will
drop to its former status as a weekday-only
commuter train.
The MerredinLink will revert to stopping
at Toodyay – but only if pre-booked – midmornings on Mondays, Wednesday and
Fridays, with mid-afternoon returns.
Local supporters are relieved to see the
AvonLink saved but blame 18 months
of disruptive track work for dwindling
passenger numbers during a three-year trial
of an expanded rail service.
WA’s new Labor Government says it had
to act fast when it got three weeks’ notice
that the AvonLink was funded only to June
30 although the trial was not due to end until
November.
It followed former WA Liberal Transport
Minister Troy Buswell’s shock decision to
axe the AvonLink in December 2013.
However, a public outcry and WA National
Party protests led instead to an expanded
three-year trial.
Local Labor MP Darren West said the
decision to resume the cheaper pre-trial
weekday timetable meant local commuters
with city jobs would not be left stranded.
Mr West, who is Parliamentary Secretary
to new WA Regional Development
Minister Alannah McTiernan, said the
new Government was “certainly open to
opportunities for tourism and special events”
for the AvonLink rail service.
“There is definitely the possibility of extra
services for events such as the Moondyne
Festival and Avon Descent,” he said.
His Minister would join State Transport
Minister Rita Saffioti and WA Tourism
Minister Paul Papalia to consider how best
to develop the AvonLink to suit local needs.
“We’ve got the A-team onto it now,” Mr
West said.
“Labor has a natural affinity for rail – we
want to see the AvonLink succeed.
“Every bus and train in Perth runs at a loss
but we need to get AvonLink numbers up to
30 per train instead of 11 at present.
“Three trains a day was too many, and the

trial should have lasted only one year instead
of wasting $6.6 million on three.
“Few people used the day service, and
those coming back were mainly commuters.
“I’d also like to see AvonLink ticket prices
come down from $35 adult return compared
with the Mandurah fare ($16.06 SmartRider
adult return),” Mr West said.
Ms Saffioti said the expanded trial had
been unsuccessful, with an average of only
16 passengers per service on trains that could
carry 116.
Continued Page 3.

Postal vote could
lessen apathy
MORE PEOPLE may vote in this year’s
local government elections if the Toodyay
Shire Council switches to postal ballots.
Poor voter turn-out in previous Toodyay
elections – just 29.8 per cent in 2015 – have
prompted the change to be considered at
this month’s shire council meeting.
The WA Electoral Commission says
postal ballots are more convenient for
many electors and “typically result in a
higher rate of voter participation than inperson ballots”.
Continued Page 3.

Shire not insured – and
no record of time wasted
THE SHIRE of Toodyay has admitted that
none of its legal costs – estimated to total
$571,037.82 – were covered by insurance
when it sued former CEO Graham Merrick
and former shire president Charlie Wroth
for $151,000 – and got back only $60,000.
The admission conflicts with Shire
President David Dow’s repeated refusal to
disclose whether or not the shire was insured
because he said it would put him “in breach
of obligations” and risk “contempt of court”.
The shire’s lack of insurance cover was
revealed in response to a Freedom of
Information (FoI) request lodged under State
law by the Toodyay Progress Association.
It also revealed that the shire did not
record the amount of staff time it spent
on the case, which included “119 pieces
of correspondence” between senior shire
officers and Perth lawyers Civic Legal.
“Shire of Toodyay administration officers
do not record the amount of time they spend
on the work they do,” the FoI response said.
“The Shire of Toodyay does not hold any
records of telephone conversations or file
notes written by officers showing the amount
of time they spent on tasks relating to the
legal case.”
The FoI response said the total sum paid to
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Civic Legal could not be revealed because it
was protected by legal privilege, and people
“might be able to work out the sum of the
deed of settlement” that the shire reached
confidentially with Mr Merrick.
It said monthly payments to Civic Legal
were listed publicly at every shire meeting.
The Toodyay Progress Association
has calculated those payments to total
$571,037.82 over four years. It says other
shire records suggest a settlement with Mr
Merrick announced by President Dow on
January 30 totalled only $20,000.
The shire announced a $40,000 settlement
with Mr Wroth in June last year, and both
defendants’ legal costs and settlement
payments were understood to have been
covered by local government insurance,
leaving only the shire with uninsured costs.
The shire is still pursing another longrunning claim for $14,300 in the Perth
Magistrate’s Court against Mr Wroth’s
private company, Warragenny in a dispute
over the delivery of gravel for recovery
operations after Toodyay’s catastrophic 2009
bushfire which destroyed 37 homes.
The shire’s March accounts show a further
payment of $8,759.30 to Civic Legal.
Editorial page 4.

Toodyay Road speed trap
Page 6

Moondyne magic
Page 12

Freedom of Entry Parade
Page 7
classifieds
28
emergency services
7-8
environment
21, 22, 27, 28, 30
health
19
letters
4, 5
public notices
28
puzzles
29
sport and leisure
31
trades & services
23-27
when & where they meet
28

Page 2 THE TOODYAY HERALD June 2017

Please note our email addresses
Advertising: advertising@toodyayherald.com.au
Articles and stories: news@toodyayherald.com.au

The Toodyay Herald is a free monthly newspaper published and owned by a not-forprofit incorporated association - The Toodyay Herald Inc. Contributions via email or
on flash drive are preferred. There is no charge for articles that appear in the paper.

Ol’ Blind Joe

Deadlines for the next edition are listed below with the paper on the streets in the first
week of each month except in January when there is no edition.
All advertising should be emailed to advertising@toodyayherald.com.au. Editorial
contributions and photographs should be emailed to news@toodyayherald.com.au.
Photographs for publication should be at least 500kb in file size to ensure quality
reproduction in the newspaper.
SUBSCRIPTIONS
Subscriptions are $33 (postage and packaging) per year (11 issues). Please send a cheque
to PO Box 100, Toodyay 6566.
MEMBERSHIP
Membership of The Toodyay Herald is available at $10 per financial year, with members
entitled to free advertising worth $15 annually. Please send your name, phone number
and residential, postal and email address with your membership fee to PO Box 100,
Toodyay 6566 or leave it at 92B Stirling Terrace.
COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT
President: Bill Manning
Vice-President: Peter Ruthven
Secretary: Heather Appleby
Treasurer: Beth Ruthven
Members:
Sandra Harms, Stirling Hamilton,
Andrew McCann, Allan Gregory
and Ieva Tomsons
PRODUCTION
Editor: Michael Sinclair-Jones
Admin/Advertising: Heather Appleby
Design/Layout: Sandra Harms
Admin/Layout: Meredith Neilsen
Editorial/Layout: Ieva Tomsons

ADVERTISING
Sandra Harms: 9572 9061 or
advertising@toodyayherald.com.au
Heather Appleby 0419 906 083
ACCOUNTS
Beth Ruthven 0429 896 860
accounts@toodyayherald.com.au
NEWS & GENERAL INQUIRIES
9574 2106 - 0419 906 083
news@toodyayherald.com.au
toodyayherald.com.au

DISTRIBUTION
The Toodyay Herald has a distribution of 5000 copies, with 2800 copies delivered
monthly to PO boxes and letter boxes in Toodyay, Morangup and Bolgart. Copies are
also available at roadhouses and businesses in Toodyay, Northam and Clackline General
Store, Bakers Hill, Gidgegannup, Wooroloo and Wundowie.

Printed by Rural Press
THANK YOU
Many thanks to the volunteers who helped produce this edition of The Toodyay Herald:
Joseph Fernadez (Legal), Richard Grant, Allan Gregory, Beth and Peter Ruthven.

The cost of a casual display advertisement
is $4.30 (inc. GST) per column cm (NB
Column width is 61.5mm.)
Full Page: Mono - $592; Colour - $643.50.
Setup size: 260mm wide by 400mm deep.
Half Page:Mono - $296; Colour - $347.50.
Setup size: 260mm wide by 195mm deep.
Quarter Page:Mono - $148; Col. - $199.50.
Setup size: 127.5mm wide by 195mm deep.
Page Nomination Loading: Front page 100%, Back page - 50%, Centre pages /
Page 3 - 25%, other pages - 10% (based
on mono price and inc. GST).
Colour advertisements of a size not listed
above incur a $51.50 surcharge with the
exception of the Trades and Services
section. A one-off setup fee (artwork fee)
may be charged for advertisements which
are not print ready. Advertisers, please
supply a postal address for accounting
purposes and the number of issues in
which you would like your advertisement
to be included. Accounts are issued every
month with payment required within 30

OK BOYS AND GIRLS, can anyone tell
me what ‘separation of powers’ means in
governance?
Yes Johnny?
“Sir, it means that the three major
branches of government – legislative,
executive and judiciary – should operate
independently of each other.
“This is enshrined in the US Constitution
and has also been ruled upon by our
High Court as implied in the Australian
Constitution though there is some overlap.
“The media is often referred to as the
Fourth Estate because it’s meant to act as
a watchdog, ripping to pieces anything that
smells bad or is going rogue.
“But sir, everything has gone to shit these
days and I’d rather watch cartoons than the
evening news because they just show us
dreadful things from everywhere and read
out the same government press releases on
every channel.”
What about you Jane, any free-range
thoughts to offer?
“Damn right I do sir, what’s all this crap
about not swearing ’til after hours so as not
to disturb us fragile little cherubs?
“Have adults’ brains atrophied to the
point that they no longer remember the
charming and delightful Lingua Franca of
the playground?
“Well I reckon it sucks with politics,
because everyone whinges but nobody
votes and then some dude without a
character or any core beliefs of his own
takes over the top job.
“From the smallest cabin to the biggest
mansion, all houses of power are riddled
with the termites of ego and status, with a
big splash of greed thrown in to feed them.

Lawyers on the roof
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“Then they park a bunch of lawyers on
the roof to protect their arses from acts of
god or irate residents, which hasn’t actually
proved to be particularly successful lately.
“Do this; don’t do that is the mantra of
every layer of government – federal, state
and local – and your generation is to blame
sir, because you didn’t fight hard enough
to stop this disease spreading.”
James, any thoughts?
“Well, I reckon we could tweet to US
President Donald Trump ’til our fingers
bleed but it wouldn’t change a thing.
“Maybe sir, our only hope of significant
change for the better in our lives is through
local government.
“But when Dad and I went to a council
meeting the other night it proved to be the
most excruciatingly boring evening of my
life.
“I was thinking I’d rather be in school but
then I thought that we’ve got bullies there
too.”
Yes, Jeremiah?
“Well I reckon you guys are all nutters
thinking you can change anything in this
rabble-babble of bureaucracy – they’ll hunt
you down and make your life a misery.
“Sure, Trump is unhinged and his first
instinct is revenge but the truth is there’s
plenty of nuts and bolts running loose
round these parts with more fruit loops in
their pocket than colours or flavours.”
Jacqueline?
“Well sir, mum and I just hang out in the
garden hoping all this kinda stuff will just
go away but dad gets pissed off sometimes
when the rates notice arrives or some
ranger drops in.”
Yes Jackson?

©Original works are subject to copyright and shall not be reproduced without authority.

nEXT tOODYAY hERALD edition
advertising deadline

STORY deadline

dISTRIBUTED

Noon Thursday
June 22

Noon Tuesday
June 27

Wednesday
July 5

Sunday
Jun-11
18
25
2

“Sir, I reckon all layers of government
should be transparent and accountable for
their actions.
“Local councillors take an oath of
fealty to the community sir, yet they hide
behind closed doors to make decisions
about our future without any meaningful
consultation.
“Seems to me that as these fiefdoms
acquire more power they become more
distant from people and it gets to the point
where they won’t even listen or talk to us.
“There needs to be a frank discussion
between all of us so that we can work out
the best moves on this living chessboard
that affects the whole planet.
“Remember when the Iraq war was
proposed sir, 80 per cent of people opposed
it and millions of protesters marched in the
streets but the government ignored them.
“The same thing happened here when
they tried to cut down the trees in Anzac
Memorial Park and the council vehemently
resisted community wishes.”
Yes, Jezebel?
“Well sir, I reckon it’s that old saying,
‘power corrupts, and absolute power
corrupts absolutely’.
“Others have the upper hand while for us
still growing up, the question is whether the
planet will still be habitable for us when we
reach adulthood.”
Well said, all of you, so please share these
jelly beans around while I say a few words.
The media has disgraced itself with
craven and abject submission before the
throne of the King.
Where are the blazing torches of the
defenders of democracy entrusted by us to
expose the King’s excesses and discover
the motives hidden in the crevices of his
castle?
Sycophantic scribes have again jumped
into bed with his Majesty, making a
mockery of their noble calling by neglecting
their duty to inspect the distribution of the
common wealth of the nation.
Thankfully, our local Herald has kept its
nose clean and can hold its head high.
“As soon as any man says of the affairs
of the State “What does it matter to me?”
the State may be given up for lost.” – ‘The
Social Contract’, by Swiss-born French
philosopher Jean-Jacques Rousseau
(1712-1778).

Family law
DeFacto Relationships
* Separation
* Child Support/Maintenance
* Divorce
* Property Settlement
* Contact/Residence - Children
* Restraining Orders
* Prenuptial Agreements - Binding
Financial Agreements
* Legal Aid Accepted
Discounted rate for initial 1 hour
consultation.
Now seeing clients at:

Sarah Somers

Barrister & Solicitor
85 Fitzgerald Street, Northam
(offices of Mayberry Hammond)

Telephone: 9622 9687

Office Hours are from 9am-1pm on highlighted days
June-July 2017
Monday Tuesday
Wednesday Thursday
Friday
12
13
14
15
16
21
19
20
22
23
26
27
28
29
30
3
4
5
6
7

Saturday
17
24
1-Jul
8
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The weird ins and outs of being Pumpkin King
One of the most nerve-wracking times for
giant pumpkin growers is deciding which of
the growing pumpkins has the best chance
of winning.
Only one or two pumpkins will be left to
grow on a vine and both Heather and John
say the culling process is “stressful”.
Growers have to watch their ‘babies’
carefully. Rug them up on chilly nights,
shade them from the sun, keep them free of
diseases and pests and constantly feed and
water their growing champions.
One of the highlights of growing massive
gourds is measuring the size increases – up
to 5cm a day.
Once the pumpkin stops growing and looks
like a potential winner the pressure escalates.
Not only does the gourd have to remain in
peak condition until judging day, there are
also the logistics of raising the pumpkin from
its bed onto the back of a ute for the two and
a half hour trip to Dwellingup.
This year John improvised a system of
slings and hoisted his two entries with his
backhoe onto the well-padded ute tray.
The commitment to growing giant
pumpkins was cutting into the Blackwell’s
travel plans and prior to the competition they
had decided not to do it again – until they
won.
Their wins in Dwellingup have spurred
them on – John hopes to crack the 300kg
mark and Heather is aiming for a metre-long
white zucchini.

Ieva Tomsons
STRANGE things are happening on the
Dumbarton river flats in Toodyay.
First it was truffles and in April the banks
of the Avon produced the state’s biggest
pumpkin – a 220.8kg gourd.
As a first-time entrant in the Dwellingup
Pumpkin Festival, retired plumber John
Blackwell beat seasoned competitors to take
the Pumpkin King crown.
John’s wife Heather didn’t get to wear
a crown but can claim the unofficial title
of Zucchini Queen taking out the longest
(912cm) and heaviest (5.4kg) vegetable
categories with her white zucchinis.
Growing a giant pumpkin is a year-round
activity and when the Herald caught up
with the Blackwells, ground preparations
were already underway to put down this
year’s ‘moo poo’ supply from John and Sally
Martin’s Toodyay feedlot.
“I’ll give you the tip now,” said John, “you
lose your life for six months”.
It all starts with the seed which they
sourced last year from a Victorian giant
pumpkin seed specialist.
“They all have bloodlines, just like a
racehorse,” according to Heather, “the better
the seed, the bigger the pumpkin”.
Heather is determined to tackle Australia’s
strict quarantine regulations and hopes to
secure seeds directly from America where
the Atlantic Giant seeds regularly produce
pumpkins weighing more than 1000kg. (The
current world record is held by German Beni
Meier whose giant pumpkin weighed in at
1054kg in 2014.)
Although there is no hard and fast rule, it is
generally agreed that seeds should be planted
around Melbourne Cup Day.
Two to three weeks after planting the seeds
sprout and the vigil begins in earnest.
Serious growers go to a lot of trouble to
ensure that once the male and female flowers
form on the vine that natural pollination by
bees does not occur.
“We tie the petals (on female flowers)
together and cover them with a mesh bag to
stop the bees getting in,” Heather explained.
Hand pollination to maintain the integrity
of the bloodline is a delicate business. Male
flowers have to be pared back to access the

Pumpkin King John Blackwell with his 220.8kg winning gourd.
pollen which is inserted in selected female
flowers.
“You feel a bit weird when you’re doing
it,” laughs Heather.
Throughout the five-month growing
period, from seedling to giant pumpkin, a
rigid regime of watering and fertilising must
be maintained.
Nitrogen gets the vines growing,
phosphorus ensures flower set and potassium
is applied at the end to promote pumpkin
growth.
It’s not cheap either, according to John,

who estimates they spent at least $1000 on
fertiliser alone to produce two competitive
pumpkins.
Keeping the water up to the thirsty vines
is also not without its challenges.
At the peak of the growing period the
pumpkin patch has to be watered four times
a day and the Blackwells guess that they
used at least 15,000 litres in the lead up to
the competition.
Their wins seem even more deserved
given that all their irrigation water has to
go through a desalination plant that John
installed in 2007.

Granddaughter Pumpkin Princess Farah
Holster helps John move his huge pumpkin.

More likely to vote if shire goes
postal, says State electoral body
Continued from Page 1.
TOODYAY’S last council election in 2015
required people to vote ‘in person’ at the
shire office in Fiennes Street or Morangup
Community Centre in Wallaby Way.
Saturday shoppers in Toodyay’s busy main
street said they didn’t know council voting
was underway.
With a postal ballot, everyone who is
entitled to vote receives a package delivered
to their home or post office box about three
weeks before polling day.
It includes a list of candidates and their
profiles, ballot papers, voting instructions
and a postage-paid return envelope.
The package has to be returned by pre-paid
mail or delivered by hand to a polling official
before 6pm on polling day, which this year
will be Saturday October 21.
Shire CEO Stan Scott said Chittering had
a postal ballot return of 41.7 per cent and

Gingin 38.9 per cent in 2015, compared with
Toodyay’s 29.8 per cent.
It would cost about $25,000 for the
electoral commission to run a postal vote
for Toodyay’s council elections compared
with $10,426 for the shire’s 2015 ‘in-person’
election, he said.
The issue will go to a shire forum on
Tuesday June 13 and council meeting two
weeks later.
Nominations for five vacancies on
Toodyay’s nine-member shire council open
on Thursday September 7 and close a week
later on September 14.
Unlike in state and federal elections, voting
in WA local government elections is not
compulsory.
Voter apathy at local council elections
contrasts sharply with Toodyay’s reputation
as a caring community underpinned by a
large number of volunteer organisations.

Rail plan ‘not ideal but still a great relief’
Continued from Page 1.
“WE HAD TO find an additional $800,000 to
retain the service,” the Minister said.
The last weekend train would run on
Saturday July 1.
After that, there would be no weekend or
special event services.
AvonLink Supporters Group Chair Di
Granger – who uses the AvonLink to
commute to work in Perth – said the news
was not ideal but still a great relief.
“Our job begins now to really understand
community and regional needs, and negotiate
with the government to get it right,” she said.
“The rail service has to be funded and
hooked up to tourism in a bigger way.
“The trial didn’t meet community needs
and passenger numbers were skewed
by 18 months’ track work which caused
considerable delays.
“There was never any notice of delays, and

people stopped using the train because they
could not rely on it to get to work on time or
for medical appointments.
“Sometimes no train would arrive at the
station, and other times it would leave and
go for 10 minutes before stopping for an hour
with everyone trapped on board.”
Local WA Nationals MP Shane Love said
his party had strongly supported community
efforts to save the AvonLink in 2013.
“Unfortunately the trial coincided with
extensive track works which saw services
delayed to the point where commuters could
no longer rely on it,” Mr Love said.
“Given all that has happened, I am pleased
that the train will continue and I hope in time
that patronage will increase and guarantee
the future of the service.”
The Toodyay Fibre Festival earlier this
month was the last special events Sunday
service under the former three-year trial.
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It’s about time
TIME IS MONEY and – as everybody
knows – how you spend it is vital to how
you measure success or failure.
This fact seems to have been lost on
the Shire of Toodyay which, by its own
admission, kept no record of how much
time it wasted on an ill-fated court case
that cost ratepayers more than $570,000.
Wasted because the result appears to be a
net return of just $60,000 after four years’
WA Supreme Court litigation involving
“119 pieces of correspondence” with Perth
lawyers Civic Legal.
That adds up to one lawyers’ letter or
email to and fro’ every fortnight for four
years, and countless shire hours spent
trying to figure out what to do next.
To add insult to injury, nobody in charge
at shire headquarters bothered to record
how much staff time and energy was
squandered.
How could this be?
Maybe we don’t take enough interest in
how our shire works or who we elect to run
it, as perhaps evidenced by the low voter
turn-out at the last shire elections in 2015.
Maybe it’s uncontested elections where
you get the job without a single vote cast.
Maybe it’s because voters are so
disillusioned with governments at all levels
that they’ve lost interest.
Some say they’ve had enough stories
about the shire, it’s been done to death and
it’s “getting very tedious”.
Others call it “lies” and joke about how
much they look forward to having a good
laugh at the next instalment.
So be it, but we don’t think it’s funny and
neither do many of our readers.
Councillors have a chance to redeem
themselves before the October shire
elections by switching to postal ballots.
Not only is it likely to increase the turnout but also means voters won’t have to
run the gauntlet of those in power and their
cronies outside the council chamber polling
station on election day.
If our elected representatives truly
believe in democratic values, they will
spend the extra $10,000 and ask the State
– not the shire – to run the next election.
It’s about time.
Michael Sinclair-Jones
Editor

TOODYAY
EMU FARM

Walk amongst “Free Range Emus”
in natural bushland
• Guided Tours
• Emu Products Shop
• Dining Area
• Tea and Coffee
• Ice Cream and Cool Drinks
• Toilets
• Ample Parking
Coach and School Groups by Appointment

Open Daily 10AM – 4PM
Phone 9574 1415

The way we were – This photograph of children in a horse-drawn wagon was possibly taken in the 1920s and is inscribed on the back
as ‘Toodyay’s first school bus’. The photograph appears to have been donated by Mrs Anita Thurman. From Newcastle Gaol collection.

LETTERS
Shame on you Bat
BAT IN the Belfry, the words you have
chosen for your piece in our beloved
community newspaper’s May edition are
both incendiary and divisive.
Shame on you.
Everyone knows that councillors, of
any local government precinct in WA, are
reimbursed for the significant time and effort
they put in representing the members of their
community.
What rock have you been hiding under?
If our local sitting members have increased
their reimbursements over the past three
years, then I would imagine that it is to bring
their ‘payments’ in line with other shires in
our state.
Bat, who do you think your audience is?
I’ll tell you who your audience is.
It is the partners of our local councillors,
their children, their parents, their siblings
and their extended family.
It is also their friends and acquaintances.
It is their fellow committee members who
sit with them on local committees.
It is the members of the groups those
committees serve.
It is the employees of our shire – from
the CEO down – who work with our local
councillors.
It is the family and friends of those
employees.
Your audience is everyone else in Toodyay
who does not fit into the above list.
Oh, and also anyone who visits our town
and picks up our local newspaper and
stumbles across your vitriol.
Shame on you.
The word on the street Bat is that you have
over-extended yourself in your ‘councillor
bashing’ this time around.
Your audience has taken great offence to
your assertion (posed as a question of course)
that none of our sitting council members
have the skills or capacity to represent the
rest of us in local government and all that
that entails.
Shame on you.
I suggest you spend your next couple of
reports from The Belfry redeeming yourself.
Karyn Dymond
Toodyay

Councillors’ pay ‘obscene’
I WAS surprised to read The Bat’s comment
in last month’s Toodyay Herald regarding
the extraordinarily high level of allowances
that the shire president and councillors have
awarded themselves.
I was under the mistaken belief that one
volunteered to be a councillor but it now
seems that by snagging a seat on council
you become a taker not a giver, unlike the
rest of volunteers in the shire – firies, ambos
and all the other organisations that make a
community, who put in their efforts for no

reward other than the satisfaction of a job
well done.
A modest attendance allowance and
reimbursement for justified expenses are all
that should be required.
I don’t want to single out individuals but
$65,000 going to one family is, quite frankly,
obscene for a community our size.
When I was on council I did not claim
anything for the first two years as a councillor,
and didn’t claim the president’s allowance
for the first year of my period of office.
I claimed it later only because I was
persuaded that not to do so would create an
unhelpful precedent – and that allowance
was just $3500 a year.
I accept that things would have changed
in the past 12 years but I suspect that the
workload and accountability to ratepayers
wouldn’t have changed all that much.
The volume of criticism from outside and
within council that comes with the job may
even have gone down.
When we come to vote at the next council
elections in October, I hope people will make
the effort to make their voices heard and
turn out to cast their votes instead of letting
apathy rule.
My vote will certainly be going to anyone
who promises to try to scale back the current
level of largesse.
Allan Henshaw
(former shire president)
Toodyay

Licence to print money
I ALWAYS enjoy Ol’ Blind Joe’s insights and
reflections on world events through the eyes
of a long-term resident of Toodyay.
So, when he leapt from the inside cover to
the Letters Page I was keen to read.
However, I don’t support his sentiments
about Fred Fellowes’ letter published in the
March Herald.
I do agree that steel cut outs and windmills
have been done to death but I have to admit
the entry statement design I submitted to the
shire had a bushranger theme.
It was styled like the wall of the Old Gaol
and featured a barred window, heritage brick
(and Toodyay stone of course) and was
decorated with leg irons, chains and broad
arrows.
It was topped off with a dramatic sculpture
of a mounted Moondyne Joe making
his daring escape at full gallop on the
magistrate’s horse.
Having a convict and bushranger history as
Toodyay does is almost too good to be true
as it is an assured attraction.
We love stories of our convict past – look
at Fremantle Gaol, Perth’s only World
Heritage-listed building visited by more than
100,000 every year. Many specifically want
to see Moondyne Joe’s cell.
There is the recently reopened Guildford
Gaol and certain eastern states towns
capitalise on their bushranger history like a
licence to print money.
It has always struck me as strange that

while we make a huge event on one day of
the year Moondyne Joe goes into hiding for
the rest of the time.
Even in Bullsbrook they have a mural
depicting the life of and exploits of
Moondyne Joe.
Toodyay’s whole reason for existence is
due to the convict depot and gaol.
I like to imagine the steady stream of
Facebook fans lining up to take selfies
standing beside a life-size statue of our
beloved bushranger with the iconic Connor’s
Mill as a back drop.
This image would fly in cyberspace around
the world in the best free advertising any
promoter could dream of.
Stand in the main street of Kalgoorlie for
half an hour and see how many people stop
to get their photo taken with the statue of
Paddy Hannan.
Paddy’s bronze knee is polished bright
from people posing on it.
I applaud Fred’s ideas as they can only
benefit our town.
The Toodyay Tidy Towns Committee
is working towards the day when the
rich fabric of Toodyay’s history and its
colourful characters are represented in
murals, sculptures and mosaics around town
for all to learn from and enjoy.
Greg Warburton
Toodyay

CEO diatribe strikes sour note
MORANGUP residents attended a Toodyay
Shire information session at the community
hall on April 29.
We went along and were not impressed
with the way CEO Stan Scott ran The
Toodyay Herald down.
He told the residents that “they cannot wait
to pick up The Herald and have a good laugh
about the lies they had written about us”.
We thought that this was very rude and
uncalled for.
The second point that did not sit well with
us was that he mentioned a certain group
of people in Morangup think that the shire
supports mining.
This comment appears to be aimed at
the Avon and Hills Mining Awareness
(AHMAG) group.
If that is the case then – unlike the shire
– AHMAG is fighting to protect our water
supply, environment, homes and tourism
businesses throughout the shire.
Jones Family
Morangup
More Letters Page 5
The Toodyay Herald invites you to have
your say in our letters page. Please
email your correspondence to news@
toodyayherald.com.au with your full name,
address and phone number. Letters that are
short, sharp and to the point about topical
local issues are preferred. The Herald
reserves the right to edit letters for length.
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Curly questions, new firebreak rules and deadlock demolished
Mouse

in the House

Allan Gregory
LAST month’s Toodyay Shire Council
meeting was a shot in the arm for local
governance with lots of good discussion
around the table – it’s a pity there were so
few ratepayers present to witness it.
With just one exception, all councillors
showed that they had done their homework
properly.
There was lively involvement and input
from Crs Sally Craddock, Brian Rayner,
Rob Welburn and Judy Dow, with Cr Paula
Greenway chiming in and also politely
offering water to public gallery visitors.
Shire President David Dow dominated
proceedings as usual and – like a determined
shepherd – steered the flock in his chosen
direction, especially when one or two
members tried to stray from the mob.
The surprising success of Cr Craddock’s
redirection of the mob into a different
paddock towards the end is covered later in
‘AvonLink urgency’.
Rates questioned: The first item was
public questions when President Dow took
on notice – meaning no answer until next
month – some pointed and insightful queries
from Toodyay Progress Association Chair
Larry Graham.
Mr Graham queried the shire’s rates
decision-making process which – as
ratepayers know – led to an embarrassing
shambles last October when the State
Administrative Tribunal had to be asked to
quash our “unlawful” 20016-17 rural rates
so that they could be re-issued correctly to
pay for the current shire budget.
President Dow’s reponse will be eagerly
awaited at next month’s meeting.
Rubbish row: President Dow also took on
notice questions from Hoddys Well ratepayer
Phil Judge asking if the shire had done its
homework about whether Perth landfill
operator Opal Vale Pty Ltd was correctly

registered as a business and had an Extractive
Industries Licence for clay.
Opal Vale has dug a huge rubbish dump
for metropolitan waste in a former claypit
in Chitty Road next to Mr Judge’s farm
and is fighting local residents – including
Mr Judge – who fear millions of tonnes of
rotting household garbage will pollute local
groundwaters and ruin their valley.
President Dow’s response next month will
again make interesting reading.
Demolition job: Members of the Clarke
family in Coondle’s Royd Nook subdivision
will be at least partly pleased with a council
decision to allow them to live in their existing
home while they build a new house on the
same property.
Shire policy is that generally you can’t have
more than one house on a property.
Planning and Development Manager
Graeme Bissett recommended the family be
allowed to save money by staying in their old
asbestos-lined home while they build their
new house, and then be allowed to keep their
former home to use as a shed.
It prompted lively discussion among nearly
all councillors when Cr Judy Dow moved
to amend Mr Bissett’s recommendation by
requiring the old house to be demolished
within two years of a building licence for
the new house being issued.
The vote was tied 4-4 until President Dow
used his casting vote – effectively giving
himself and his wife three votes on the
current eight-member council – to enforce
the deadlocked demolition clause.
New firebreaks: Councillors next voted
8-0 for new firebreak rules proposed by the
shire’s bush fires advisory committee.
Some landowners will face new
requirements for the position, width and
height of cleared firebreaks.
Although not in the decision, it appears
from an accompanying report that the shire
will continue to exempt individual properties
where it is not possible for land owners to
comply with firebreak rules.
No doubt the next firebreak notice in our
letter boxes will explain it more clearly but

Letters
Letters from Page 4.

Tourism not sarcasm please
I WRITE in response to Stirling Hamilton’s
letter in last month’s Herald about tourism
and the colour of Toodyay stone.
“Droll” is not a word I would use for a
serious problem (encouraging tourism) and
referring to someone cutting out serious
sculptures as “some dude” but, you are
you – of course.
Yes, I have seen Toodyay stone in all
its glory; rich reds, oranges and browns,
whites, greys and in-between colours – so
few of which are part of the Toodyay entry
wall.
Look at the gate walls near Blinkbonny
Cottage. It was quite fashionable for house
decoration in the 1960s.
I have to assume that you haven’t seen
the cut-outs for the Anzac Memorial in
Wundowie, or the seating at the Anzac
Memorial in Toodyay. Perhaps you should.
Tourism brings in outside money, much
needed in Toodyay, which pays taxes and
injects our economy with a healthy boost
that provides services that we all benefit
from in the long term.
It provides owners of buildings with
cash to upgrade their buildings, thereby

enhancing the outlook of our town.
Without tourism there would be no need
to upgrade the Victoria or Freemasons
Hotels which are there for us year round
and where I enjoy a meal out from time to
time.
Oh yes, did you go to the Moondyne
Festival? No, too many tourists I suppose.
Your comments are what I expect from
the few people in Toodyay that believe
that: “It’s always been like that, so why
change?”
Please feel free to publish your ideas on
tourism in Toodyay. I will be pleased to
read them. Just leave the sarcasm at home.
Fred Fellowes
Coondle

ratepayers won’t be reading about it in this
month’s Herald because the shire decided at
short notice last month to scrap its monthly
information pages in this newspaper.
May your humble Mouse suggest a public
meeting in the Memorial Hall might be a
good way to bring everyone up to speed on
how they can help keep their properties firesafe and avoid fines for non-compliance.
Firie move: Plans are afoot to shift
the Coondle-Nunile Volunteer Bush Fire
Brigade from its fire shed near Lloyd Place
on Coondle West Road to a new fire station
to be built near the CBH wheat bins on the
Bindi Bindi-Toodyay Road.
Councillors agreed to spend $60,000 on
building the new fire station in 2017-18 if
State Government funds become available.
The plan was first mooted by local brigade
members about 10 years ago because of road
safety concerns on Coondle West Road and
inadequate fire shed facilities.
The fire shed failed a 2014 shire review of
communications, storage and training and
meeting facilities.
AvonLink urgency: Cr Craddock made
an impassioned and heart-felt plea near the
end of the meeting for Toodyay’s AvonLink
passenger rail service to be raised as an
unlisted item of urgent business.
State funding for the loss-making service
was due to expire on Friday June 30, with
no sign last month that WA’s new Labor
Government planned to keep it running.
June 30 marked the end of a three-year trial
after former WA Liberal Transport Minister
Troy Buswell’s shock decision in 2014 to axe
the daily passenger rail service to Perth and
replace it with buses on Toodyay Road – one
of the State’s 10 worst roads for fatal traffic
accidents.
A public outcry delayed that decision but
dwindling passenger numbers had raised
fears the service would be axed to help fund
Premier Mark McGowan’s State Election
pledge to expand metropolitan rail services.
Cr Craddock made it clear that in her
opinion Shire CEO Stan Scott – who was
away on holiday in Tasmania – needed to

be far more active in pushing to save the
AvonLink by, for example, urging adjoining
shires to join a call for action to retain a
“crucial” service for Toodyay.
However, not everyone agreed with Cr
Craddock’s opinion and President Dow led
the dissent with an outspoken defence of the
absent Mr Scott.
Cr Rayner appeared scornfully dismissive
of Cr Craddock’s view but Cr Welburn spoke
strongly in favour of her bid to raise the
AvonLink as urgent business.
Councillors voted 6-2 – with President
Dow and Cr Rayner against – to support Cr
Craddock’s call for it to be discusssed.
They then voted 7-1 – this time with
President Dow on board but Cr Rayner
still opposed – to authorise Mr Scott “to
lobby strongly at State level” to retain the
AvonLink and that Mr Scott “strongly
encourage support of CEOs of other affected
local governments”.
The State Government has since announced
that it will retain the service once a day on
weekdays. (See Page 1 story.)
Road sealing: President Dow himself
raised a second item of unlisted urgent
business – this time seconded by Cr Rayner
and agreed without dissent – to discuss
spending $150,000 in this year’s transport
budget to seal Morangup’s remaining gravel
roads and the rest of Hoddys Well Road.
New Shire Works and Services Manager
Scott Patterson said sealing the roads will
save $300,000 over 10 years and free up an
extra month in 2017-18 for the shire grader
to repair gravel roads elsewhere.
Although Morangup gravel roads are
cul-de-sacs that fail to meet shire policy
of 75 vehicles a day to be sealed, most
councillors agreed the long-term savings
were worthwhile.
President Dow’s motion was carried 6-2,
with Cr Greenway and Cr Rayner against.
Bat back: Bat in the Belfry columnist Geoff
Appleby is flitting abroad on holiday and
returns to his regular roost next month.

Mad Hatters win at Fibre Festival

Absolute top day out
MOONDYNE Festival, over for another
year – an absolute top day out.
My wife and I dress for the occasion, I as
an early convict and my wife dressed for the
era.
The Toodyay community should be very
proud of themselves for the effort they put
in. We are already looking forward to next
year.
Frank and Kerry Cherry
South Lake
Mad Hatters competition winners pictured with Alice in Wonderland (centre) and the
March Hare were among several highlights at this month’s Toodyay Fibre Festival which
attracted a large crowd of locals and visitors to town on a sunny winter Sunday.

Toodyay Tennis Club scores $5000
EARLY last month two Toodyay community
groups received more than $6000 in the latest
round of government grants to voluntary
organisations.
Toodyay Tennis Club received the funding
maximum of $5000 which it will use
to reimburse fuel costs, off-set heating/
cooling expenses, provide indoor furniture/
appliances, do some landscaping/gardening
and improve club storage.
Toodyay Historical Society’s application
for indoor furniture/appliances and storage
funding received $1430 in the Australiawide allocation of $10 million to voluntary
organisations.

Each year eligible not-for-profit groups can
apply for funding for training, infrastructure
improvements, equipment, furniture and
assistance with running costs such as heating/
cooling and volunteer fuel reimbursement.
The grants scheme, administered by the
Department of Social Services, provides
organisations with the chance to secure
$1000-$5000 to assist with their community
work.
Volunteer groups interested in tapping
into this funding source can visit dss.gov.
au/volunteer-grants, ring the Community
Grants Hub hotline on 1800 020 283 or email
grants@dss.gov.au.
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Road workers at risk as speeders zoom past

A DRIVER narrowly escaped having his
car impounded for 28 days after clocking
99km/h in a 60km/h roadworks zone on
Toodyay Road last month.
“Another 1km/h faster could have cost
him his wheels,” Toodyay police chief Sgt
Conder said.
“The law says if you break the speed limit
by 40km or more, police can impound your
vehicle for 28 days.
“In this case the driver said he thought
the roadworks had ended – but he was still
speeding in the middle of it.”
Another motorist in a late-model Ford
Falcon was caught doing 140km/h in a
100km/h section of Toodyay Road near
Fernie Road.
“We’re still catching too many speeders on
Toodyay Road,” Sgt Conder said.
“They’re crossing double white lines on
dangerous bends to pass other vehicles and
doing all sorts of crazy things.
“I’m absolutely bewildered at the lack of
respect towards workers in temporary speed
restriction zones.
“All it takes is an unexpected accident or
miscalculation to spin off the road and kill
or injure a road worker, or smash into heavy
roadworks equipment.
“When we pull drivers over they say ‘Oh,
but there are no workers there’.
“But that’s not the point – there could be
someone they can’t see, or they might end
up paying damages not covered by insurance
because they broke the law.
“They also don’t realise the risk of going
too fast on unfinished roads.
“One of the lollipop guys holding a traffic
stop sign told me a lot of heavy-haulage
trucks – including sand trucks –regularly go
20-30km/h over the roadworks limit and are
not slowing down.
“That has to stop, and we’ll be out there
making sure it does.”

Public input stops crime

INCREASED community engagement and
positive policing have resulted in noticeably
fewer crimes being committed in Toodyay.
“We get a lot of good information over the
counter from the public and that helps us a
lot with things such as search warrants,” Sgt
Conder said.
“It might provide a vital 10 per cent of the
information we need to start an investigation
and then we can use our own resources to

if help is needed and respond.
“We see a lot of it in domestic violence
situations where people may get slapped
around and it affects everyone, including
kids, grandparents, friends and neighbours.
“Or it might be a reclusive neighbour who
hasn’t been seen for a while and may perhaps
be showing signs of mental or physical
distress.
“Depression (also known as the ‘Black
Dog’) can affect different people in different
ways, and they may feel awkward about
others finding out if they seek help.
“They may not even realise what they feel
is ‘depression’, or that help is available and
how to get it.
“We try to engage mental health services
whenever we see people suffering, which
happens a lot.
“If people see others they think may be at
risk, we invite them to contact us (see details
previous item) so we can put them in touch
with those who can help.
Another option is for people to call Lifeline
WA crisis support on 13 11 14 or Beyondblue
on 1300 224 636.
Vehicle clocked at 122km/h in 100km/h speed zone on Toodyay Road near Fernie Road.
expand it to 75 per cent.
“We also organise ourselves to cover pretty
much 20 hours of every day and do a lot of
behind-the-scenes activity, including random
night patrols.
“As a result of those combined efforts, we
have managed to heavily reduce local crime,
and a lot of this is due to our strong working
relationship with local community members.
“Well done Toodyay – keep up the good
work.”

Dirty diesel, guns

ONE THING still going on is diesel thefts
and strangers visiting farms to see what they
can steal.
“People have been driving up to local farms
and stealing diesel in 200-litre (44-gallon)
drums or big plastic containers,” Sgt Conder
said.
“If you see anyone suspicious driving
around with something like that in the back
of their vehicle, please call us on 9574
9995, Crimestoppers on 1800 333 000 or
you can send an email to me directly at
toodyaypolice@outlook.com.”
Sgt Conder also warned local farmers and
other gun owners not to be complacent about
firearms, which are commonly stolen from
farms to sell on the black market to criminal
gangs and others.
“No guns were stolen in the Toodyay area
last month but it’s still happening elsewhere
in the Wheatbelt,” Sgt Conder said.
“It’s an offence to keep an unlicensed
firearm, and all firearms must be secured in a

fixed locked cabinet, not just left in the back
of a ute in a shed or hidden under a blanket
on the front seat.
“We’ll continue to conduct random
property inspections to ensure this law
is enforced for the good of the entire
community.”

Blue help for Black Dog

PEOPLE worried about the mental health of
a family member, friend or acquaintance –
such as a neighbour – can ask police to help
find support for that person, if needed.
“We’re not trained to provide professional
mental health support ourselves but we know
where to get it,” Sgt Conder said.
“If people come to us with their concerns,
we can help to assess the situation and see

Fogged up

THE COMBINATION of mid-winter and
warmer days can often lead to thick fog.
“This can be extremely dangerous and
I strongly suggest people driving in these
conditions should turn on their fog lights and
reduce their speed,” Sgt Conder said.
“However, don’t switch your normal
headlights to high beam because this will
wash out your view.
“And don’t stop on the road because you
may soon have a friend parked up on your
boot.”
People not confident of driving in fog
should pull over to the side of the road until
it lifts.
Sgt Conder stressed the need to turn off fog
lights when clear of fog because fog lights
under normal conditions can blind drivers in
on-coming vehicles.

It pays to establish new habits
when you go shopping online
Computer Safety
Phil Hart
BUYING things over the internet from the
convenience of home has lots of advantages
such as comparing prices and delivery costs.
When you buy things in shops you
probably keep your wallet and your credit
card safe and, you probably do so by habit.
To shop safely on the internet, however,
you have to establish some new habits.
Whenever you visit a shop online, check
that the letters ‘https://’ are at the start of the
web address.
The ‘s’ is important – it stands for ‘secure’.
You should also see a small padlock
somewhere on your web browser.
Always check your ‘shopping cart’ before
you put in your credit card details – you can
always abandon your cart without paying for
anything if you have any doubts.
Check the shop’s returns policy.
If the shoes or the jumper that you ordered
don’t fit you, you should be able to send them
back.
If you like using prepaid credit cards,
put enough money on it to cover the cost
just before you buy – that way you protect

yourself financially.
Always check both your email address and
your delivery address otherwise your receipt
and your goods might go astray.
Print out your ‘cart’ selections before you
pay – this will provide a record if things go
wrong at the shop’s end.
Yo u s h o u l d a l w a y s g e t a n o r d e r
acknowledgement by email.
Print that as well and check it against what
you ordered.
Check when you expect to receive what
you paid for and call the shop if it hasn’t
arrived three or four working days later.
If something is missing from the package
that you receive, check your order and call
the shop straight away.
If the worst happens and your goods fail to
turn up, call your credit card company – they
will arrange a refund for you.
Some final words: while the risks of using
your credit card over the internet can seem
scary, there is also risk whenever you use a
card in a real shop.
Your card can also be compromised in the
real world – it’s just that shopkeepers tend
not to tell us about it.
Happy surfing.

Keep track of your stuff to play safe
Toodyay Community Safety and
Crime Prevention Association
Desraé Clarke
PROTECTION of assets from home or
property invasion is a necessity.
Small household goods such as a washing
machine, frypan, TV or DVD player,
sewing machine, bike or computer can be
photographed, the model number recorded
and both stored away from the item. The
items can also be engraved with a unique
number such as that of a WA driver’s licence.
Larger items such as trailers, water pumps,
power tools, caravans, generators, etc, once
again, can be photographed and engraved
with a large tool or a metal stamp for
identification.
If there are activities on or near properties

that appear unusual or suspicious in any way
check with landowners, neighbours, police
or Crimestoppers as soon as possible.
Suspicious activities may be an unknown
cruising vehicle, visitors to a property that
is known to be unattended and leading
questions about people or suspicious stock
enquiries.
Alert police or Crimestoppers if: stock
appear worried; farm gates have been
tampered with; illegal shooters are on
farming properties; stock or fuel theft has
occurred and if unfamiliar dogs or tyre marks
are noticed on a property.
Farm vehicles or machinery should
be disabled and keys removed if left in
paddocks unattended.
Ring Toodyay Police 9574 9995 or
Crimestoppers 1800 333 000 if suspicious
activities are noticed or crimes have occurred.
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Emergency Services

Sue and Grant awarded
firie long-service gongs
Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade Julimar
Alison Wroth
WINTER is gradually coming but the rainfall
will be nothing compared with last year
according to the long-term forecast.
When the seeding is completed and if the
drenching rain falls heavily every so often,
farmers in Toodyay will be happy.
Once we get rain, roadsides, reserves and
home surroundings will soon be covered
with weeds and unless we keep this ‘summer
fuel’ under control, we will then be referring
to ‘overgrowth’ and the danger of fire when
the hot weather does come.
Keep this in mind during winter and keep
spraying, trimming and mowing to keep the
grasses at bay.
At the Thank a Volunteer Day on May
21, even with all the misty rain in the air,
Julimar brigade was very proud of two of
its members Grant Scobie and Sue Eldridge
who received their 15-year service badges.
Congratulations to both; well-deserved
Grant for the time you have put in on the fire
ground as a captain, trainer and the brigade’s
best pizza maker.
Sue, your time on the radio, organising the
crews, winning the chook raffle as well as
endeavouring to light the fire properly at the
shed is finally being acknowledged. There
should be more of it.
Our AGM will follow our general meeting
at 6pm on Saturday June 10.
All nominations were made on forms that

were hung in the Fireplace and these were
collected on Saturday June 3.
Hopefully all positions will be filled and
some new faces in the brigade will take their
turn at putting up their hands to do a job.
The next social occasion on the calendar
to look forward to is Christmas in July.
The proposed date is July 15, the third
Saturday in the month. If there is any change,
members will be notified.
Pat on the back to our Karen Dore for
volunteering to organise this event for us.
These social events help keep the morale
high, which is a great thing.
Once again, brigade members are stepping
forward to support the Toodyay Agricultural
Society by putting on their annual Julimar
Café in the kitchen of the Youth Hall at the
annual show.
Well done to all who supported this
community event and let’s hope support is
also given to the cafe coordinator.
If the scones and slice are as good as they
were last year, the whole community will be
clamouring for more.
Now that the fire can be lit on Friday nights,
if you want to stand around a warm fire pit
and meet new people, make sure it is at the
Julimar Fire Shed.
Do not hesitate to come down to The Shed
on Julimar Road around 5.30pm onwards
to mingle with a great group of people who
during the summer will go out of their way
to save your property.
We all hope to see you at The Shed.

Quick responses helped to
prevent bigger fires
Toodyay Central Volunteer Bush Fire
Brigade
Mick McKeown
TOODYAY Central responded to more than
50 call-outs over the last fire season, not only
in Toodyay but also Goomalling, Northam
and Gidgegannup.
We had no devastating fire in the shire but
there were fires where prompt responses
from all brigades prevented the development
of large fires, for example, at Coondle Drive,
Dumbarton and Julimar Forest.
The restricted fire period was shortened by
two weeks which led to a spate of call-outs
to controlled burns or to false alarms.
The fire situation has now settled down
as the weather has become cooler although
as recently as the last day of May Central
attended a fire on a railway embankment.
A big thank you goes to all members of
Central who turned out during the 201617 fire-season to fight fires or to provide
assistance back at the shed.

Thank you to: brigade lieutenants,
Mike Devlin and Chris Farrall; secretary,
Wayne Clarke; treasurer, Bronwyn King;
maintenance officer, Will Hort; fire control
officers, Brian Wood and Rowan Hunter;
chairman, Paul Thompson, and Bobbie Jones
who kept the station in order.
Central held its AGM on May 23. Office
bearers elected at the meeting were: captain,
Mick McKeown; lieutenants, Mike Devlin,
Chris Farrall and Peter Brennan; chairman,
Paul Thompson; secretary, Karen Hansen;
treasurer, Bronwyn King; maintenance
officers,Will Hort and Barry Stokie, and
training officer, Kevin Hug.
We’re always keen to welcome new
members. The training that is provided will
not only help you to help others but it will
also give you the skills and confidence to
help yourself when the need arises.
If you are interested in finding out more
about our brigade, or if you would like to
join our brigade, please get in touch with
our captain Mick McKeown 0439 998 808
or secretary, Karen Hansen 0408 683 790.

Big Kev was tickety-boo
for his day in the sun
Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Bejoording
From the desk of The Badger
THE BADGER’S tail is well and truly
between his legs.
Last month I forgot to report on our AGM
in April.
The group here is so stable that the key
management roles remain unchanged. Barry
Grey is captain, Alan Jelly is secretary and
Richard Hazlewood remains in the chair and
doubles as treasurer.
May was another quiet month for us but it’s
interesting to note the number of call-outs

has remained steady due to burn-offs and
bonfires getting out of control.
Being small events and well out of our
geographic territory we have generally been
stood down before we get under way.
The Bejoording brigade turned out our
trusty fire engine, Big Kev, for the Freedom
of Entry Parade down Stirling Terrace on
May 21.
After an extra special clean up and thanks
to Barry Grey, Kim Leonhardt and Brian
Rigby, with a little interference from The
Badger, he looked tickety-boo for his day in
the sun.
Unfortunately, there wasn’t much sun, but
a good time was had by all in the cold and
damp.
Our next regular meeting is at 6pm, at The
Shed, on Tuesday June 20.
Be fire aware. Advice is free, but getting it
wrong can be expensive.
If you have any questions remember you
can contact captain Barry Grey on 9574
2149, or The Badger on 9574 4834.
Please leave a message if we’re not there.

Volunteers line up for the free barbecue at Duidgee Park. Photo: Gary Walton.

Freedom of Entry BBQ feast
WITH sirens bleeping and lights flashing
18 fire trucks and support vehicles rolled
down the main street of Toodyay to celebrate
Thank a Volunteer Day on Sunday May 21.
All local brigades were represented in the
Freedom of Entry Parade which dates back
to Medieval times when municipalities
awarded the honour to valued members of
the community.
This year the shire-sponsored event
combined with the Toodyay and Districts
Bendigo Community Bank and the
Community Resource Centre to host a
free barbecue in Duidgee Park for all local
volunteers and residents.
The celebrations started with a service
in St Stephen’s Anglican Church with a
thanksgiving mass.
After the parade down Stirling Terrace
the dismal day did not dampen the spirits of
the volunteers who posed for a group photo
before Shire President David Dow welcomed
everyone to the free community event.
Community Emergency Services Manager
Rob Koch was clearly pleased to present
long-service medals to four local brigade
members.
Julimar brigade’s Sue Eldridge and Grant
Scobie received National Service Medals for
15 years’ service and Morangup volunteers
Wayne Johnson and Steve Gamble were

awarded 10-year service medals.
More than 60 certificates of appreciation
were handed out throughout the day to
volunteer community groups.
A notice board featuring Herald stories
about volunteers was also on display – good
news stories by volunteers, for volunteers.
The rain held off after the formalities and it
was time to tuck in to the generous barbecue
and celebratory volunteer cake, ride the mini
rail or have your face painted.
Volunteers come out in all weathers
to assist the community and it’s a pity
that it wasn’t a sunny day and that more
people didn’t turn up to cheer the countless
volunteers who willingly give up their time
to support others.

Morangup volunteer Kim Maddrell sports
Rabbitohs rugby league team colours.
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Emergency services

St John sets its
sights on youth
St John Ambulance
Carolynne Haigh
TOODYAY and Districts St John Ambulance
realises that the youth of today are our future.
If you are aged between 12 and 16 you
might like to enrol in our new First Aid
Recruits program.
If we get enough participants, we will train
you to further develop your first-aid skills
and build your resilience and confidence to
act in an emergency.
The program will provide you with hands
on, interactive activities that help make
connections between the theory of first aid
and its practical application.
Through this program we hope not only to
see lives saved as a result of skills learnt but
also to highlight possible future pathways for
involvement in St John, either in first aid, as
an ambulance volunteer or leading to a career
as a health-care professional.
Volunteering can be a very rewarding
experience, with no age limits imposed. Not
only are you helping the community, you are
gathering life-changing skills.
We will be running a Provide First Aid
course on Saturday June 24. People who
book and complete their enrolment prior to
Friday June 16 will receive a 10 per cent
discount. Spaces are limited, so be sure to
get in quick.
Our officers have been kept busy with our
ambulances being called out 117 times in
the months of March and April, covering a
distance of 13,577km. Of these Morangup
crews attended 44 call outs, with Toodyay
turning out to 72 and Bolgart the remainder.
Are you and your family covered? For
as little as $51 per year for singles and $85
per year for families, you can have peace
of mind knowing that you have ambulance
cover anywhere in the state and in most of
the eastern states.
If you would like any further information
on anything please contact Carolynne 9574
2390 or 0428 957 600 or call in to the sub
centre.

Youngsters offer vision for town’s future

Toodyay Chamber of Commerce and
Industry
Helen Shanks
THE CHAMBER’S Toodyay Visioning Sub
Group recently engaged with the student
council at the local high school to hear from
the next generation about what is it about
Toodyay as a town and region that makes
them want to be here.
Di Granger, a local facilitator/consultant, is
helping to capture information from groups
within Toodyay through what is known as
SWOT analysis.
This is a fun activity which looks at the
Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and
Threats (SWOT) that are perceived within
our community.
This program is part of the chamber’s Let’s
Brand and Market Toodyay project and we
expect to have a marketing strategy in place
for 2018.
Many thanks to Toodyay District High
School Principal Grant Brown who supported
the activity and who popped in mid-SWOT.
The student council embraced the activity
and engaged with much vigour and amazing
perspective.
It was an absolute delight to see the next
generation providing such great insights into
the town and region around the strengths

Helen Shanks (rear, left) and Di Granger (centre) with Toodyay District High School students
at the Toodyay Chamber of Commerce and Industry’s SWOT program.
of Toodyay, the perceived weaknesses, the hospitality outlets. The kids feel they have
opportunities to be different and better, and nowhere to go for a milkshake after school
the threats if we do nothing.
because our cafés often close around 3pm .
Our strong links to heritage and history, the
They say there is nowhere to congregate
country lifestyle and environment, and the and enjoy some much-needed downtime
many festivals were some of the top items after a full day of school activities.
viewed by the youth as positive for the town.
It is safe to say we are in great hands with
One simple comment was an eye-opener the kids of today being the decision-makers
and that was the operating hours of our of tomorrow.

A thick skin is essential for public office
Toodyay Progress Association
Larry Graham, Chair
THERE is a lot that is interesting at the
moment, but for me, one of the biggies is
a call by the State Corruption and Crime
Commissioner (CCC) for more accountability in local government.
Some will wrongly interpret my comments
as council bashing, but nothing could be
further from the truth – having lived by
the sword as a former State MP I fully
understand how difficult public life is.
Most of my adult life has been spent
in public life and I appreciate how
uncomfortable it makes you when others
scrutinise your actions.

But that it is the price of public life – and
it is a positive force for good.
It is so easy to forget that in a representative
democracy public office is about representing
the interests of others and not yourself.
The cold hard reality of public life is that
if you cannot handle criticism and dealing
with the public, you are wasting everybody’s
time.
Having that attitude is a bit like being a
footy player with a leather allergy – hard to
see how that can work.
Attacking critics, the media and shooting
messengers are the defensive strategies
most novices implement, but the really good
public office holders quickly get over the
personal resentment of having their every
action publicly questioned and accept that
scrutiny, checks and balances are an inherent
part of public life.
We know the level of scrutiny applied
to CEOs and board members of public
companies in the private sector is very
stringent, as is the examination of State and
Federal MPs and bureaucrats.
However, a number of high-powered public
accountability bodies – including the CCC
– have been pointing out the deficiencies of
those processes in local government, and
some of those groups have been calling for
change for more than a decade.
The Toodyay Progress Association is on
record as saying that it does not think our
council, staff or councillors are corrupt and
nothing said to date changes that opinion.

However, the CCC raised some areas that
need more work.
These relate to governance, oversight,
lack of adherence to policy, ill-equipped
councillors and a culture of entitlement.
The CCC says that all local governments
should assess and focus on these issues.
WA’s new government has committed
to reviewing local government law and
extending the powers of the State Auditor
General to examine local government
accountability.
We endorse those initiatives and say that
what was good practice yesterday is not best
practice today, and today’s practices will be
hopelessly out-dated in the future.
The message is constant improvement with
a focus on the aims and objectives of local
government law.
Those high-minded legislative objectives
aim to involve the community in decision
making with a view to achieving a more
efficient and effective local government
that makes better decisions, has greater
accountability and includes greater
community participation in its affairs.
And it is hard to see how doing that would
hurt any town.
As always, we point out that we are a
not-for-profit apolitical public advocacy
group that will not be running or endorsing
candidates in council elections.
We would love to hear from you and can
be contacted at the following email address:
toodyaypa@gmail.com.

Local bank tops Adopt-a-Spot awards

Left to right: Suzanne Dodds, Regional Community Manager Bendigo Bank,Phil Perkins
Toodyay Community Bank Director, Kirsten Barrack, Branch Manager Toodyay, Andrea
Carling (hold cert) Toodyay Community Bank Director, Allen Clabaugh, Toodyay Community
Director, John Clarke, Toodyay Community Director, Simone Ellul, Bendigo State Manager.
AT THE recent 2017 Bendigo and Adelaide
Community Bank State Conference in Perth,
the Toodyay and Northam District Branch
won the overall state prize for the best
community project for their Adopt-a-Spot
program.
Branch manager Kirsten Barrack and the
directors were delighted to receive the award
on behalf of all the Toodyay community
which had demonstrated huge commitment,
effort and input.

In all, 900 community members participated
in Adopt-a-Spot which equates to 20 per cent
of the entire Shire of Toodyay population or,
28 community groups.
Toodyay was competing against a strong
field from other community branches in
WA and the board and branch would like
to extend their grateful thanks to all who
participated in the Adopt-a-Spot program.
This award is for everyone. Thanks
Toodyay.
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Doug looking forward
to meeting everyone
Toodyay YouthCARE Council
Doug McGhee

From left: Lester Snooke, Nolene Kaszanski, Jeff Lander and former Principal David
Watkins display the $500 cheque which will go towards a class trip to Canberra.

School gets new principal
Bolgart News
Serena Syred and Nolene Kaszanski
OUR OUTGOING principal David
Watkins retired at the end of May.
Congratulations on reaching this
milestone and thank you for the dedication
to our school. All the very best to you and
your partner Deb for a wonderful future.
This month we welcome our new
principal David Thewlis and his family
who have relocated from Borden in the
South West.
Thanks to Jeff Lander from the Bayer
Crop Science who came to present the
Bolgart P&C with a cheque for $500 which
will go towards our senior room’s Canberra
Camp fundraising.
Bolgart Rural Merchandise’s relationship
with Bayer Crop Science and rural traders
CRT resulted in the iGiveLocal program
which supports local communities across
the CRT network by giving a well-deserved
boost to selected communities.
Victoria Plains Anzac service was held in
Calingiri. Students from Bolgart, Calingiri
and Yerecoin laid wreaths alongside the
Bolgart Progress Association and Bolgart
CWA. A light lunch was catered for by the
Bolgart CWA.
A Mother’s Day dinner was held at the
Bolgart Hotel on Saturday May 13 where
a lovely meal was served by Deb and
Dick Campbell to a full house of diners
who came from Toodyay, Calingiri and
surrounding districts.
Brett (Cadji) Watson and Darren (Chip)

Watson have both recently turned the big 50.
Congratulations to both of you.
Local boy Regan Clarke has been selected
to represent WA in the Under 16’s State
Football Academy squad. The championships
will be held at the Gold Coast in July.
Congratulations to two of our local ladies
who notched up 60 years’ service at CWA.
Kathleen Travers and Natalie Syred were
surprised at the CWA birthday luncheon held
at Trees Café on May 10 when Bolgart CWA
President Marion Guthrie presented them
with a certificate and small gift in recognition
of their dedication to our local branch.
Our annual night golf event, sponsored by
Mandy and Richard Walker from Walkers
Mechanical Service, was held at the end of
April. A good crowd played with fluorescent
golf balls in teams of four around six holes.
A lovely dinner was catered by Mandy and
Richard.
The 2017 golf season has kicked off with
18 female golfers on the books – the most
that we have had in many years. Here’s to a
great season.
Golf results: April 20 Captains Trophy
Ambrose won by Joy Hamilton, Bron King
Deb Campbell; April 27 Pam Meston Trophy
Stableford won by Nolene Kaszanski 38
points; May 4 Jubilee Foursomes Stableford
winners Pam Meston and Joy Hamilton;
May 11 Bolgart Hotel/Golf WA Challenge
Stableford won by Jenni Knowles 38 points;
Golf WA Challenge winners Jenni Knowles,
Serena Syred and Viv Camerer and, May
18 Jenni Knowles Trophy Stroke won by
Nolene Kaszanski with 71 nett.

G’DAY Toodyay – it’s great to be here as the
new YouthCARE Chaplain and I’m looking
forward to getting to know you all.
Although it will take time, I’ll try my best
to get to know as many people as I can.
So far, I have enjoyed all the smiles and
“Hi Doug” welcomes and our wonderful
staff team has been really helpful.
It really is a privilege to serve as chaplain
in the Toodyay community.
So that I’m not such a stranger, here is a
snap shot of where I have come from.
For the past 17 years I have been a
chaplain, starting back in 2000 in Gingin
District High School then Wongan Hills and
later two schools in Moora.
My beautiful wife Jen and I welcomed our
first child Samuel in 2011 and I accepted the
offer to become Midwest Area Chaplain for
YouthCARE.
I did this for six years until it was decided
that the position should be based in Geraldton,
which was the major regional centre I looked
after.
During this time I supported about 15 other
chaplains in the Midwest, covering about
230,000 square kilometres.
Jen and I had another gorgeous boy
Matthew in 2014
Last year we built an eco-house on the
family farm near Bindoon and finally moved
there with our horse Choccy and pony Tigger.
We love the beautiful views and country
life and as a family, we feel very blessed.
Thank you so much to everyone who has
welcomed me and for the help I have already

been given as I settle in.
Toodyay has had great service from
previous chaplains which I hope to build on.
As I get to know the school and community
I am doing a lot of listening to find out the
needs of the school and determine where I
can best help.
The cadets’ camp in my second week in
Toodyay was really enjoyable as I love the
outdoors.
I ran a few exciting outdoor activities such
as Quicksand and Tight Rope Walk and even
organised some games while canoeing – I
love my job, with all its variety.
As a chaplain, I am here to help however
I can. Helping people become stronger
through emotional, mental, physical and
spiritual support is described as being like a
chair.
The chair’s job is to hold people up but it
needs four good legs to be strong and fulfil
its purpose. We all need to encourage growth
in these areas to realise our full potential.
Looking forward to meeting you soon.

New YouthCARE Chaplain Doug McGhee.

Sharpen your wits for quiz
Toodyay YouthCARE Council
(School Chaplaincy)
Vivienne Freeman, Secretary
OUR QUIZ night in support of our school
chaplain, Doug McGhee, starts at 7.30pm on
Saturday June 17 at 7.30 pm at the Baptist
Church (The Factory) on Stirling Terrace.
Entry fee is $10 per person, payable on the
night with tables of eight.
Bookings are essential at freeos@iinet.net.
au or ring Vivienne on 9574 4915.
There will be lots of prizes, raffles and
laughs. RoadWise will have a quiz with a

$200 prize and our winning table on the night
will receive $160. Look forward to seeing
you there.
For those who like statistics, YouthCARE
has been running for 45 years with Christian
Values Education and 35 years of chaplaincy.
Up until the end of 2016 there were more
than 400 chaplains in 550 state schools in
WA. They talked to 218,278 students, 44,543
staff and 20,004 parents/carers – wow.
As you can see, chaplains have a positive
presence in the school community and
we would like to thank everyone for their
continuing support and encouragement.

Five councillors, CEO answer Morangup queries
Morangup Matters
Danielle Wrench
IN LATE April, the Morangup Progress
Association (MPA) hosted the first of this
year’s Toodyay shire information sessions
which was attended by 16 residents at the
Morangup Hall.
Shire Deputy President Cr Therese
Chitty, CEO Stan Scott and councillors
Judy Dow, Eric Twine, Rob Welburn and
Paula Greenway addressed local residents’
questions and concerns and provided

information and updates on Morangup.
The success of the last year’s format,
where residents were encouraged to submit
questions prior to the day to allow the shire
to research questions, was adopted again this
year and proved very successful.
The shire responded to questions ranging
from an update of verge clearing, land
easement requirement, sealing the remaining
unsealed roads, upkeep of road signage to the
option of a sports oval for Morangup.
An update of the bauxite mining operation
was requested, along with the budgeted rate

increase for next financial year.
Response was also given to the shire’s
plans for the emergency evacuation of
Morangup residents. An additional question,
as to whether the Morangup Hall was
gazetted as an emergency evacuation centre,
was also addressed.
Further responses included an update of the
Toodyay pool, how residents can find out the
height of recently sealed roads, an update of
the mobile phone and NBN towers and what
is being done about feral cats and dogs.
Overhanging tree management and low

power lines, groundwater use, support
programs for aged people, youth programs
and planned expenditure for Morangup were
also addressed.
The shire advised that a local planning
strategy and community strategy plan was
being developed and would be released for
community feedback shortly.
The launch of the shire’s new website on
May 1 was also discussed.
A record of the session was taken and
is available from the MPA at secretary@
morangupmpa.com.au.
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Quality USED CAR SALES

‘A Stones
throw from
the Roe’

Largest privately owned car yard in the Midland area.
Donovan Motors is owned and operated by a local Gidgegannup family dedicated to providing friendly
customer service in a hassle free environment.
We are always looking to purchase vehicles as well as selling. If you have a car to sell please get in touch with us.
2005 KIA Optima Sedan

$2,899

0ks

Low 14

Just Traded, has Auto,
Air, Leather trim

2007 Toyota Corolla H/Back

$5,850

r

7 Seate

ul Car

Beautif

Full service history, in faultless
condition.

1992 Isuzu Truck NPR200

y

u
Great B

1998 Mitsubishi Challenger

2002 Toyota Camry Sedan

$3,800

Bargain priced 7 Seater
Excellent Condition

$3,995

ble

3 Availa

Auto Air Steer
very tidy

$7,950

ish

l
Very sty

$8,688

Low Ks

$14,450

Low ks Hyundai service history
one owner

2012 Mahindra Ute

$7,990

2007 HSV Clubsport R8 Sedan

$21,750

ervice
Great Story
his

Trade-ine
Welcom

Low ks very nice sports machine

6 speed Manual
Awesome to drive

2010 Toyota Hilux Dual Cab 2WD

2011 Ssangyong Rexton RX270

$13,740

re

e
Value H

sted

te
Workshop

Auto 17" Alloy.
Trim Sunroof Leather

2013 Hyundai Elantra Elite Sedan 2008 Mazda RX-8 Anniversary Coupe

ble

6 Availa

$14,750

2001 Toyota Avensis Wagon

$3,999

LOOK!

Automatic 7 seater people mover

2006 Mazda 6 Sports H/Back

Work shopped Electric Roof

$13,877 Bluetooth

uy

Great B

V6 petrol 4WD wagon
Plenty of room

2009 Subaru Impreza R AWD H/Back 2007 Ford Focus Cabriole Coupe

Good service history
Work tested, low ks.

2008 Audi A4 B7 Luxury Sedan

$7,500

$2,999

$7,780

Low ks

Good service history
Very tidy

$13,335

2003 Holden Zafira Hatchback

2009 Ford Falcon XR-6

$8,888

sted

te
Workshop

Don’t miss!
Great Car at a great price

2009 FBV Super Pursuit

$35,888

Low ks

Only travelled 37ks
Finance available

r
7 Seate

2009 Toyota Hilux Dual Cab 4WD

$14,950

Tidy

Clean &

Excellent condition only travelled 292k

2012 Diesel / Tray Ute

Turbo diesel 2WD Dual Cab

One owner, is a low ks
Turbo diesel

Turbo Diesel Dual Cab 4x4
Ex Landcorp

2009 Toyota Kluger KX-S AWD

2010 Nissan Navara D/Cab Ute

2009 Toyota Landcruiser Prado

2005 Ford F250 XLT Ute

2010 Landcruiser J79R Ute

$15,888

SUV
Lots oilf able
Ava

Leather 7 Seater
In perfect condition

$16,990

l

r Specia

Manage

Manual, Only 62k
Workshop tested

$19,850

$38,777

eap

very ch

th
Sou
wy
eH
Ro

$36,980

ble

2 Availa

Credit to previous owner,
Wheels, Lift, Bar Exhaust.

77 Great Eastern Hwy
Bellevue 6056

We are here

Cnr Great Eastern Hwy and
Bellevue Road Bellevue

Great

e

Nice Ut

Petrol/Gas 2WD
Full service history

Turbo Diesel 6 speed standard
Only travelled 156k

Trade-ins welcome
Finance Arranged

Trading Hours
Monday - Friday: 8:30am - 6pm
Saturday: 8:30am - 1pm

This is

Easte

rn H

wy

9274 6777
donovanmotors.com.au

Record livestock prices
show no sign of slowing
Toodyay Agricultural Alliance
Frank Panizza
SHOWERS in mid-May allowed local
farmers who began dry seeding to complete
their seeding programs and allowed those
who waited for opening rains to start.
Autumn has been very dry with no
rainfall recorded in April. Official Bureau of
Meteorology records reveal that the shire’s
autumn rainfall has been the lowest since
1914. Curiously, this follows one of the
wettest summers on record.
The effect of the dry autumn is very
obvious driving around Toodyay where
pastures have deteriorated markedly during
April and early May.
Although lambing percentages appear to
be about average, supplementary feeding has
been necessary to maintain good condition
in ewes with lambs at foot.
On a state-wide basis, the season so far
has been patchy. Areas that have received
summer rainfall and have had good rain in
May are in a very comfortable position, with
some areas around Esperance and the Great
Southern having bogging troubles during
seeding.
Generally, the state’s southern areas and the
eastern fringe around Southern Cross have
had good rains and have well-established
crops.
Areas further north that did not receive
summer rain are in a difficult position.
Many farmers in the northern areas of the
Wheatbelt will begin to abandon paddocks
if they cannot establish crops by this month.
Canola is the most likely crop to be
dropped off seeding programs if the season
is late. Industry commentators are already
suggesting that WA’s canola crop will be
down this year.
The dry autumn has not dampened prices
for sheep and cattle with sale records for
ewes recently broken. Sheep of all classes

are selling at near record prices, not only in
WA but in the eastern states as well.
Demand for sheep meat as well as wool is
underpinning prices. It is unusual for wool
prices and lamb prices to be at high levels at
the same time.
Industry commentators have suggested
that the increased consumption of lamb has
been a result of industry efforts to produce an
animal that is for meat, rather than a Merinobased animal primarily bred for wool.
The introduction of British breed rams
to cover flocks of Merino ewes, as well as
Dorper-only flocks, has improved the appeal
of lamb as a high-quality product.
There is also a suggestion that immigration
in recent years from the Middle East has
bolstered the demand for lamb.
Whatever the reason, lamb producers are
seeing rewards for their persistence and
investment in their industry. A just reward.

Search is on for
rural achievers
THIS year’s WA Regional Achievement and
Community Awards have been launched
and the state-wide search for nominees has
begun.
Nominations are now open in a variety
of categories including community
service, aged care, regional safety, sports,
teaching excellence, volunteering, business
achievement, agricultural and sustainability.
To submit a nomination online go to wa@
awardsaustralia.com, select WA Regional
Achievement and Community Awards and
then click Nominate Now.
The awards office can be contacted on 9201
1155. Nominations close Wednesday July 26.
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The advocacy group Australian Farmers for Climate Action at their recent meeting in NSW.

Farmers push for climate action

ADVOCACY group, Australian Farmers for
Climate Action, is hoping to build prosperous
and healthy rural communities that recognise
the need to keep adapting to climate change
and prevent further damage.
Goomalling farmer Christie Kingston
travelled to NSW in mid-May to discuss the
issue with more than 30 farmers representing
a range of agricultural commodities and
states.
The WA contingent included Former
WAFarmers President Dale Park and
Northern Agricultural Catchments Council
chief executive officer Richard McLellan.
Ms Kingston, who helps her husband run
their wool and cropping farm, said climate
change is a pressing issue for agriculture.
“Ours is a small family farm with limited
resources,” she said.
“We’re far from perfect but we try to live
sustainably, maximise the efficiency of our
inputs, learn from inspiring farmers around
us and support others who do the same.
“We’ve adapted so far, but with climate
change accelerating much faster now,
keeping up will get harder.
“Gutsy political leadership at all levels
could help rural communities benefit from
facing hard climate facts so we can all get

Advertorial

Tips and tricks for
seasonal planting
Moving into winter gives us the
opportunity to grow a wide range of plants.
It’s a great time to get your native tube
stock planted, add a slow release tree tablet
to the bottom of the hole, mix some sheep
or cow manure through the soil along with
a small amount of water storage crystals.
Putting a tree guard can help get the
tube plants through their first winter, make
plantings obvious to miss when doing weed
control and provide some protection from
animals. Creating green corridors around
your property brings in the bird life, softens
fence lines as well as providing more
privacy. Hardy screening shrubs include
the Grevillea Olivaece range with apricot,
red or yellow flowers make ideal habitat
for small birds.
In the vegetable garden it’s time to grow
the Brassica family, broccoli, kale, cabbage
and cauliflower. Seed potatoes in many
varieties are available now and you get a
great return for little effort. Potatoes can
be easily grown in tubs, pots or in a no-dig
garden, just ask the staff about how to grow
potatoes when you come in to choose your
favourite variety. Leafy greens like English
spinach do well during cooler times of the
year. You can grow carrots and beetroot
all year round. Swiss chard and Silver
Beet are also great for the winter vegetable
garden. Well-prepared garden beds with
plenty of organic matter dug through plus
regular applications of liquid or granular
fertiliser will help your leafy vegetables
grow quickly and taste delicious.
Winter is the season for growing lots of
Coriander, ideal for adding to Pumpkin or
Sweet Potato soup. I like to add a bit of
curry paste to a mix of pumpkin, sweet
potato and leek to give the soup a bit of
kick. Sprinkle liberally with chopped
coriander and a spoonful of greek yoghurt
to serve. As the weather warms next spring
your Coriander will go to seed. Last spring I
collected my seed, finely ground and stored
in an airtight glass jar I used it throughout
summer on grilled chicken. The taste was
so much better than anything I had used
before.
Bare-root trees are available late June,
giving you a great opportunity to save
money on your tree purchases. Bare-root

trees are easy to transport and a huge
variety of fruit and ornamental trees will be
available. If you haven’t grown ornamental
or fruit trees this way before, come along to
the free workshop to get all the information
you will need.

RSVP by phoning 9574 6596 or email
timevasnursery@gmail.com.au so we can
make sure there is plenty of morning tea
for everyone.
The workshop will be held at Tim Eva’s
Nursery 1448 Toodyay Rd Gidgegannup.

on with creating the best future we can,” Ms
Kingston said.
Farmers for Climate Action CEO Verity
Morgan-Schmidt said members want to
protect food production for all Australians
and ensure farming stays viable.
“Seasons and conditions that farmers
rely on to produce our food and fibre are
becoming less predictable. That spells
trouble for agriculture and anyone who needs
to put food on the table.
“Our members aren’t going to wait around
and watch things worsen. They want to make
changes to make their own operations more
sustainable and profitable in the long-term.
“Our members also want to see the broader
industry, and all levels of government,
doing the same because we all have a
responsibility,” Ms Morgan-Schmidt said.

Are you a super
fine grower?
Toodyay Agricultural Society
Alison Wroth, Chief Steward
THIS year the Toodyay Agricultural Society
is giving you a little motivation to enter the
show by putting on an Exhibitors’ Workshop
on Saturday July 8 at the Youth Hall in the
showgrounds.
Qualified show section judges will be on
hand to give advice and tips to entrants.
Floriculture, Fruit and Vegetables, Home
Produce, Cookery and Hobby Craft will be
covered at the workshop which begins at 9am
for a 9.30am start.
The judges will present very interesting
lectures about exhibiting at country shows
so, even if you have never entered the
Toodyay Show before, here is your chance
to learn and take it by the scruff of the neck
and maybe win a Best Exhibit sash when the
Show rolls around in October.
Please RSVP by June 30 to assist with
catering to the Chief Steward. A gold coin
donation will be appreciated to assist with
catering the cuppas and nibbles.
Our Show Schedule will feature the
patterns to knit squares for the new class in
knitting, which will end up being sewn into
a beautiful warm rug to be donated to one of
the local community groups for the elderly.
One pattern is for beginner knitters and the
other for the intermediate/advanced knitters.
(See Page 18.)
Choose which one you believe you can
complete and off you go, click clack, and
remember to enter the square in the Show
for a chance to win a prize.
The due date for entry forms and money is
September 30. So, get knitting.
We are still looking for sponsors and prize
donations so all our worthy winners don’t go
home empty-handed.
So, if you are thinking of supporting the
Show but can’t attend or exhibit consider
supporting the society by becoming a
member or sponsor.
The past two years of extreme weather
have hit the Show hard, so we need the
support of the community and individuals
to keep our 164-year-old Show running.
There has been a new inclusion of a Super
Fine wool class, Merino ewe or wether
fleece.
We are hoping that all farmers will put
some fleeces aside for the Show.
When our stewards Colin Kendall and
Claude Mills make that phone call, please
make their day by replying that you have
some prize-winning fleeces to enter.
Visit toodyayagsociety.com.au for ground
space applications now and entry forms later
in the year. For any queries, hit our Facebook
page and any posts or questions will be
answered, if possible, within 24 hours.
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Perfect Moondyne 2017 will be hard to beat
THIS year’s Moondyne Festival in early May
had everything going for it – perfect weather,
great entertainment and a record 10,000
visitors who enjoyed turning the clock back
to the Victorian era.
The 33rd annual event featured the reenactment of the escape, recapture and trial
in 1861 of bushranger Joe ‘Moondyne Joe’
Johns who ran amok through the festive
crowd.
Locals dressed as floozies, coppers and
escaped convicts added to the historic
atmosphere which presented everything from
a Celtic band in a colonial village to bush
poetry, heritage exhibits, blade shearing and
a cleavage competition. (See story below.)
Musicians, bands, dancers and street
performers entertained throughout the
day and local shops, stallholders and food
vendors did a brisk trade.
Kids were spoilt for choice – go-kart,
Wiggly Worm, camel, Clydesdale and
fairground rides, face-painting, and games
in Stirling Park.
It’s hard to believe that this extraordinary
festival was put together by a handful of
year-round co-ordinators who marshal just
55 volunteers on the day.

Take a bow Larissa Taylor, Roz Davidson,
Taia Sinclair, Nancy Casella, Rosemary
Madacsi, Jasmin Devlin and all festival
stalwarts and volunteers – Moondyne 2017

CORBRACAGH DOWNS
A L PA C A S

Matings:
Standing at Stud: Encantador Mikimoto
Ellenvale Chalamon (Son of Somerset
Accoyo Challenger)
Taylor's Mekae
(Suri)

For sale:
Wethers, young
males, females
Raw fleece and
tops for spinners
Beautiful alpaca
products for sale
Scarves, pashminas
ponchos, bags, pillows
throws. All made from
Corbracagh alpaca fleece.
Jean Baxter - Gidgegannup
Phone: 9574 7028
corbracagh@gmail.com

will be hard to beat.
(The festival is now officially known as
Act Belong Commit Moondyne Festival.)
Photos below: Peter Harms.

Photo above: Nikky Spencer.

Cleavage judge rues lack
of ratbag larrikinism
Stirling Hamilton aka Ol’ Blind Joe
IN THE dim and distant days of settlement,
there lived a ratbag infamously known as
Moondyne Joe.
His crime was finding an unbranded
horse wandering in the bush and corralling
it, whereupon the plods set upon him and
locked the poor bugger up.
However, it’s hard to keep a good man
down and he broke out of jail so many times
that the head WA jailer had a special cell
made for him and said that if he escaped
from it he would grant him a pardon.
It took Joe a while but he got out again and
rode off on the head plod’s horse and the
colony wet itself laughing. He became the
Avon Valley’s Ned Kelly yet, significantly,
he never hurt anyone.
Joe was just a guy who kept running and he
established a link between the Toodyay and
Fremantle prisons from which he frequently
absconded.
Years back when I was on the Moondyne
committee, we used to get a crew costumed
up and bus it down to Freo for a chit chat and

hand out a bunch of flyers the week before
our festival.
We used to catch the steam train with
characters on board from Freo to Toodyay
until the Subiaco tunnel stuffed that up.
One of my great regrets is that I arrived in
Toodyay the year after the Moondyne crew
bailed up the train on horseback and then
rode into town a cussin’ and a whoopin’.
Many years ago my Moondyne character,
Ol’ Blind Joe, was honoured to accept the
office of Supreme Judge of the Cleavage
Competition and I will strenuously resist any
calls for his retirement.
I’m opening a thorough investigation into
why this year’s event was referred to as a
Floozies Competition and why they last year
removed the highly respected and traditional
Cleavage Competition from the program.
We’ve allowed ourselves to become gutless
hostages to political correctness, dependent
on funding by whomever and letting them
decide what’s acceptable.
I say bollocks to all that and let us
remember that we are celebrating the exploits
of an outlaw of good character.
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People want real history
– not a Disney re-run
Toodyay Historical Society
Robyn Taylor, President

Cliff Simpson (left), Bob Neville and outgoing Chair Max Heath.

Max takes a back seat
but still shares load
Toodyay RoadWise Committee
Cliff Simpson
AFTER five years as Chair of Toodyay
RoadWise Committee, Max Heath is handing
over the reins to incoming Chair Bob Neville.
Max will continue as a committee member
and he will be a familiar sight at events
around town promoting the road safety
message.
His accomplishments over the past five
years have included a nomination for
Regional Achievement Awards, advocacy
for the speed limit reduction in Toodyay’s
CBD, acquisition of a crashed motorbike
trailer to promote motorcycle safety in the
shire, participation in the Toodyay road
safety forum and community engagement
at almost every event in town.
At this year’s Moondyne, Max and the
committee promoted the message that
unsecured loads are a danger to all road
users.
The committee received a promotion kit
from the Keep Australia Beautiful Council
which included a banner, cargo nets and tiedowns to demonstrate safe load restraint.
Max said: “When taking that trip to the
tip, remember to tie down or cover the load

adequately to avoid littering.
“Too many times we see debris on the
road that has fallen off the trailer or ute, and
besides being unsightly this debris can be a
major road safety hazard.
“When using tie-downs always check that
they have an Australian Standards load rating
(there is currently no requirement for load
ratings on cargo nets).
“Many serious injuries have been caused
by failure to secure loads,” Max said.
Chain of Responsibility legislation extends
the legal liability to others in the transport
chain, including light vehicles such as utes
and cars with trailers.
Failure to restrain a load correctly may
result in legal action and a fine of up to
$1000.
For more information see Main Roads WA
Chain of Responsibility Factsheet 9 Cars,
Utes, Vans (Light Vehicles).
Incoming Chair Bob Neville said: “The
Toodyay RoadWise Committee has a number
of local representatives who are passionate
about road safety, and in particular the work
needed on Toodyay Road from Dryandra
Road into town to bring that stretch of road
up to an acceptable and safe standard for all
road-users.”

Turners turn the key on
new premises
Avon Woodturners
Max J Heath
WE ARE in and we are out – out of the Wool
Pavilion and into our new home at Toodyay
Junction.
After a couple of working bees we have
finally cleared out the pavilion at the
showgrounds.
It has been swept and blown out and
Toodyay Agricultural Society members now
have the premises back for themselves.
The woodturners would like to thank the
society for the use of the premises over the
past few years and for cooperating with us
at the show etc.
Things have been extra busy at our new
premises at Toodyay Junction with finishing
the electrics and placing the equipment in,
hopefully, permanent places.
Clearing timber and deciding what to keep
and stack on our new shelving makes a heck
of a difference as we can now see what we
have. We sure have filled the shed.
As there has been so much activity there
has been no turning, as yet, in our new home.
Due to members’ commitments we missed
the Gidgegannup Small Farm Field Day but
we are keen to demonstrate our craft at the
local Farmers Market and possibly Bindoon
markets.
We had our first meeting in the new shed
on May 21.
It was decided to have an official opening
of our workshop on August 6 with our own
WA Woodturners Association life member
David Eyres doing the honours.
As we have depleted our finances with the
building fit-out the club will hold a wood
raffle on June 23-24 outside the IGA and
your support would be most welcome on
these days.
We won’t be having our usual raffle at the

show this year but will have another closer to
Christmas with the prize we are constructing
at the moment.
Well that’s about all from Avon Woodturners
for now and so if you would like to visit us
remember we are at Toodyay Junction every
Sunday from 9am to noon unless we’re
demonstrating at some event somewhere in
the great outdoors.
Enquiries are always welcome and you can
always contact our convenor David Doye on
0403 294 181.
So until next month please, as our motto
says: Please don’t drive tired.

IN MAY, I attended the inaugural two-day
State Heritage and History Conference.
It was a huge affair with 63 speakers, seven
of those delivering keynote papers, with four
concurrent sessions being held in different
locations with each ending with a panel
discussion.
The theme Connections captured the
common ground between those working
within the fields of heritage and history and
how the advances in digital technology can
expand all aspects of what we do.
The teaching professions were represented
as were museum curators and archivists, town
planners, architects, archaeologists, heritage
consultants, historians, shire employees and
volunteers.
The expanding field of Aboriginal history
and heritage in universities across Australia
touched on retrieving language, the use
of historical photographs and examining
evidence of pre-and-early-contact practices
through the study of European journals and
artworks.
The biggest problem was choosing which
sessions to attend.
As the first plenary speaker Richard Offen
pointed out, if television is anything to go
by there is huge public interest when you
consider the popularity of programs such as
Time Team.
And the tourism industry benefits: people
want to have real experiences, not Disneyland
versions of the past.
This need for the real has led to greater
appreciation of old buildings and places, and
contrary to some opinions, the real thing can
add monetary value to a house, as well as a
street and a town when it contributes to a
unique sense of place.
Objects can also speak volumes about
history and our society was delighted to see
the Toodyay Clock splendidly mounted in a
beautiful cabinet in the Visitors Centre.
Read the amazing story about how the
clock was sent to Newcastle in NSW, and
how it found its way back home to Toodyay,
not once but twice.
Our June 25 excursion, the Bolgart Railway

Historic Toodyay Clock at Visitors Centre.
Afternoon, will be led by our archivist Jenny
Edgecombe. BYO afternoon tea which will
be held at Jenny and Joe’s home in Coondle.
Meet at Drummond House at 2pm for car
pooling.
Our next general meeting is at 7pm
Wednesday June 21 at Drummond House,
108B Stirling Terrace. Visitors are always
welcome.
For information contact Linda Rooney,
secretary.2j.ths@gmail.com, Robyn Taylor
rdtaylor@iinet.net.au, 9574 2578 or Beth
Frayne toobide4@iinet.net.au, 9574 5971.
Donegan’s Cottage (in the showgrounds)
is open every Thursday from 1-3pm. Send
mail to PO Box 32, Toodyay WA 6566.
You can also find us on our website
toodyayhistoricalsociety.org.au.
Membership is fantastic value at $10 per
year.

Getting set for this year’s
trip to Sandakan
RSL Toodyay Sub-Branch
Bruce Guthrie
RSL TOODYAY Sub-Branch conducted a
very busy and successful April culminating
in a wonderful Anzac Day.
With our attention now turned to the
Sandakan Scholarship, we recently held
an excellent fire wood raffle outside IGA
towards this project.
The large trailer load was won by Leslie
Brockliss and Rhonda won the small
trailer load.
We thank Charlie and Marion Ferguson

for donating the firewood and Daisy and
Warren for the delivery service.
Our new welfare officer is Geoff  Brown
and secretary is now Max Howard,
9574 2102.
Please call us if RSL can assist you in
your time of need.
RSL will next meet on July 8 at 2pm at
the Memorial Hall. Please join us to show
support and for some fellowship.
Sandakan Scholarship - see July Herald
for news about how Toodyay students can
to enter to win the tour of WW2 sites in
Borneo (Sarawak).
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SHANNON

NOLL

128

$

per person
includes lavish 3
course meal
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Wroth takes helm at
Toodyay Lodge

Maltese street food
graces CWA menu
CWA
Elizabeth Mansom

Toodyay Masonic Lodge
Stan Eastwood

AT THE CWA monthly meeting on
April 27 we welcomed two new branch
members, Val Byron and Patricia de SotoPhillips. Great to have you with us ladies.
Moondyne was a lot of fun as usual
and, as usual, the CWA ladies were in the
town hall kitchen dispensing tea, coffee,
sandwiches, scones, cake and good cheer.
On May 12 we held a morning tea to
raise funds for cancer.
The guest speaker from the Cancer
Council of WA, Karen Hansen, emphasised
the importance of ‘knowing oneself’ that
is, knowing what is normal for your body
and noticing when something changes and,
most importantly, doing something about
that change.
Bowel check kits are available at
participating chemists now.
A big thank you must go to those
generous folk attending who helped us
raise just over $400.
A very packed agenda for the May
monthly meeting covered arrangements
for our 90th anniversary next month and
deadlines for return of paperwork for the
state conference in July.
Margo lightened proceedings with a talk
on Malta, this year’s country of study, and
a delicious afternoon tea of Maltese street
food.
Mt Helena-Parkerville branch held
an International Day on May 31. Seven
members drove down for more fascinating
Maltese facts, food and fun.
CWA meets at 1pm on the fourth
Thursday of the month in the CWA Hall
next to the Garden Centre in Stirling
Terrace, Toodyay, except June when the
monthly meeting will be held on the
second Thursday to make way for the 90th
anniversary on the fourth Thursday.
There is plenty of parking in Charcoal
Lane, with disabled access from Charcoal
Lane down the side of the hall.
Hall bookings are being taken by Glenys
Clabaugh on 9574 5100 or 0427 478 325.

ON APRIL 22 The Toodyay Masonic Lodge
held its Annual Installation meeting.
The new Worshipful Master Brother
Charles Wroth was installed to lead the
Lodge for the next two years assisted by
his new team: Brother Gary Iggleston,
Senior Warden; Brother Peter Hall, Junior
Warden; Worshipful Brother Paul Postma,
Junior Deacon; Worshipful Brother Trevor
Kerslake, Senior Deacon; Very Worshipful
Brother Stan Eastwood, Director of
Ceremonies; Worshipful Brother John
Adams, secretary and Worshipful Brother
Robert Millar, treasurer.
The Lodge was visited by several members
of other Lodges from Gingin, Perth, Dowerin,
Northam and York.
After the business of the meeting was
concluded the Brethren of the Lodge and
their visitors assembled at the Toodyay
Memorial Hall for dinner and were joined
by their ladies.
On May 18 and 19 the Lodge held a wood
raffle raising $745 for the Lodge. The winner
was Kath Fairhead with purple ticket E22.
The Lodge will hold another wood raffle
in August.

Maurice and Eileen get into the swing of things with Hit the Road Jack.

Old favourites warm up
our newer singers
Toodyay Music Club
Jenny Edgecombe
AS ALWAYS, our members showed great
ingenuity in searching out Highways and
Byways songs for last month’s theme day.
First, everyone joined in the usual warmup session with old familiar songs that give
newer members and visitors the chance to
take part.
Here is my selection of highlights from the
afternoon’s offerings.
Eileen and Maurice’s very lively duet, Hit
the Road Jack and Brian’s melodious Down
the Old Ox Row were particularly enjoyable.
Our members really try to resist ‘owning’
particular songs, but it is hard to imagine
anyone other than Spencer singing the
haunting Lost Highway as beautifully as he
did this month.
Pete and Moya had us chuckling over The
Old School Bus and Mark showed off his

119 Stirling Tce Toodyay

progress on guitar as he accompanied Peter
for In the Early Morning Rain.
General consensus was that Jenny’s learner
status on guitar finally moved up a notch
this month in presenting Tar and Cement, a
favourite from her schooldays. “About time”,
did I hear someone say?
This time Joe’s offerings ranged from the
lyrical Road to Drumleman to a lively Takin’
It Easy.
All in all, it was a most enjoyable day.
Members voted that the next theme should be
Musical Instruments for the August meeting.
Now I wonder: Does that old song about a
player piano qualify?
Meanwhile, please join us for another
afternoon of musical enjoyment on Saturday
June 10 from 1-4pm in the CWA Hall,
Toodyay.
Any style of music welcome, so long as it
is acoustic. For more information talk to Joe
on 0400 862 694.

Non-performing poets
can join festivities
Toodyay Bush Poetry Festival
IN THE lead up to the Toodyay Bush Poetry
Festival in November, poets are being invited
to enter a written competition.
Entry to this is open to all writers of
rhyming poetry under the guidelines of the
Australian Bush Poetry Association which
are available on the association’s website
abpa.org.au.
To view the full program or download
entry forms for the written and performance
competitions log on to wabushpoets.asn.
au or contact Bill Gordon president@
wabushpoets.asn.au or telephone 0428 651
098.

Toodyay Hardware and Farm
Find us on

Phone:

9574 2970

Stockist of
Onga Pumps
Agents for
Hills Gas and
West Coast
Poly Tanks
• We cut keys

440

$

• Pea Straw
• Stockfeed
• Potting Mix
• Gas Refills
• Hay
• Sheep manure

Trading Hours

Mon - Fri 7am to 5.30pm I Sat 7.30am to 4pm I Sun 8am to 1pm
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