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Shire rates ‘unlawful’
Michael Sinclair-Jones

Just kidding around with a handful at the Show
THIS BABY GOAT was one of many star
attractions in the popular livestock pavilion
at this year’s 163rd Toodyay Show.
Wet and windy weather failed to dampen

the enthusiasm of many showgoers or deter
a large number of exhibitors at the state’s
second-oldest agricultural show.
Full story and pictures, Page 10.

Further stay of execution for
Anzac Memorial Park trees
A DECISION on Toodyay’s controversial
temporary heavy-haulage bypass has been
postponed until at least next February.
A plan to cut down two big Anzac Memorial
Park trees that prompted a stand-off between
protesters and police has also again been put
on hold.
The Toodyay Shire Council voted 8-1 last
month – with Cr Paula Greenway dissenting
– to seek public submissions on whether to
keep the temporary heavy-haulage bypass
around Anzac Memorial Park or reroute it
through the town’s main shopping precinct
in Stirling Terrace.
Councillors agreed to continue lobbying
to get a proposed Toodyay bypass “back on
the State Agenda” ahead of WA Government
elections due next March.
The results of public submissions will go
to the council’s February meeting.
Shire President David Dow repeated his
call to axe the two memorial trees and told
Vietnam War veteran Bruce Guthrie in public

question time that the council’s July decision
to cut them down still stood.
The shire CEO “cannot authorise to
discontinue the works permanently until we
effectively rescind the (July) motion at a later
date”, President Dow said
Reports by two professional arborists
estimated the trees to be 50 to 60 years old
and said they appeared to be planted as
part of an avenue of trees, contradicting the
President’s earlier claim that they could be
suckers from other nearby trees.
One report said the healthy, mature trees
had reached full canopy height and were into
between a third and two thirds of their life
expectancy, meaning they could live another
120 years.
President Dow said the cheapest way for
the shire to avoid legal liability for a truck
crash at the corner of Anzac Avenue and
Clinton Street was to spend $12,500 to axe
the two trees and widen the inside corner.
Continued Page 2.

HUNDREDS of Toodyay rural property
owners face uncertainty over their rates bills
after State regulators said this year’s shire
charges are unlawful.
The shock revelation has thrown the shire’s
$6.1 million rates budget into disarray and
“created angst” over whether some rural
landowners may now have to pay more and
others less.
Toodyay broad-acre farmers pay annual
shire rates of up to $100,000 or more, and
small variations in the dollar value levied
can have a big impact on their profitability.
The WA Department of Local Government
said this year’s Morangup rates are unlawful
and need to be quashed.
As a result, rates levied on hundreds
of other rural Toodyay properties rated
Unimproved Valuation (UV) are also likely
to be unlawful.
Rural landowners pay 82 per cent of the
shire’s annual rates income, with the rest
paid by town owners and local businesses.
The shire’s “administrative error” was
revealed when a ratepayer with an 81ha
property complained to the State Government
that he had been overcharged compared with
lower rates in Morangup, and elsewhere for
broad-acre farms.
A local government inquiry resulted in
rates in Morangup and other rural areas
being viewed as unlawful, and a warning
on October 13 that WA Local Government
Minister Paul Miles would intervene with
independent action if the shire did not
respond by November 25.
Councillors voted 9-0 at last month’s
meeting to ratify a shire application to the
State Administrative Tribunal (SAT) dated
October 18 to quash this year’s UV rates
and “continue the process of correcting an
administrative error”.
In public question time, Shire President
David Dow told former shire president Bob
Somers that he did not know how it would
affect ratepayers or if previous shire budgets
had the same unlawful rates error.
State regulators said Toodyay’s new
UV rating system was unlawful because
it charged different rates in Morangup
compared with properties bigger than 100ha
(broad-acre farms) and smaller (lifestyle)
properties on rural subdivisions.
The State Government said rates could
be levied only for zoning, land use or
a combination of these – not by size or
location, which was unlawful.
A recommendation to introduce Toodyay’s
unlawful differential UV rates was drafted
by shire chief executive Stan Scott in May,
moved by Cr Paula Greenway, seconded by
Cr Judy Dow and carried 9-0.
President Dow said in public question time
that 775 properties were affected but there
was “simply no way to determine the effect
a revised rate may have on the budget”.
He said it could take up to four weeks for
the shire’s SAT application to be determined,
after which the council would have to meet
again to decide what to do.
It would also involve more costs in staff
time and for advertising revised new UV
rates, he said.
Continued Page 3.

Postage
Paid
Australia

The Toodyay Herald –
winner 2016 Wheatbelt
Business Excellence
Awards

this month

Barefoot Joe
Page 3

Herald Show winner
Page 11

Carnaby trees axed
Page 3

Morangup house fire
Page 7
classifieds
28
emergency services
7-8
environment
19-20
health
18
letters
4
public notices
28
puzzles
27
shire news
16-17
sport and leisure
31
trades & services
22-27
when & where they meet
29

Page 2 THE TOODYAY HERALD November 2016

Please note our email addresses
is a monthly community paper that welcomes contributions of letters, articles and
photographs from all members of the community. Contributions via email or on
flash drive are preferred. There is no charge for articles that appear in the paper.
Deadlines for the next edition are listed below with the paper on the news stands in the
first week of each month except in January when there is no edition.
All advertising should be emailed to advertising@toodyayherald.com.au. Editorial
contributions and photographs should be emailed to news@toodyayherald.com.au.
Photographs for publication should be at least 500kb in file size to ensure quality
reproduction in the newspaper.
SUBSCRIPTIONS
Subscriptions are $33 (postage and packaging) per year (11 issues). Please send a cheque
to PO Box 100, Toodyay 6566.
MEMBERSHIP
Membership of The Toodyay Herald is available at $10 per financial year, with members
entitled to free advertising worth $15 annually. Please send your name, phone number
and residential, postal and email address with your membership fee to PO Box 100,
Toodyay 6566 or leave it at 92B Stirling Terrace.
COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT
President: Bill Manning
Vice-President: Peter Ruthven
Secretary: Heather Appleby
Treasurer: Beth Ruthven
Members:
Sandra Harms, Stirling Hamilton,
Rosemary Madacsi, Andrew McCann,
Allan Gregory and Ieva Tomsons
PRODUCTION
Editor: Michael Sinclair-Jones
Admin/Advertising: Heather Appleby
Design/Layout: Sandra Harms
Admin/Layout: Meredith Neilsen
Editorial/Layout: Ieva Tomsons

ADVERTISING
Sandra Harms: 9572 9061 or
advertising@toodyayherald.com.au
Heather Appleby 0419 906 083
ACCOUNTS
Beth Ruthven 0429 896 860
accounts@toodyayherald.com.au
NEWS & GENERAL INQUIRIES
9574 2106 - 0419 906 083
news@toodyayherald.com.au
toodyayherald.com.au.

DISTRIBUTION
The Toodyay Herald has a distribution of 5000 copies, with 2800 copies delivered
monthly to PO boxes and letter boxes in Toodyay, Morangup and Bolgart. Copies are
also available at roadhouses and businesses in Toodyay, Northam and York and Clackline
General Store, Bakers Hill Newsagency, Gidgegannup Newsagency, Wooroloo and
Wundowie.

Printed by Rural Press
THANK YOU

Many thanks to the volunteers who helped produce this edition of The Toodyay Herald:
Joseph Fernadez (Legal), Richard Grant, Allan Gregory, Maree Lewis, Jan Manning,
Beth and Peter Ruthven and Gary Walton.

ADVERTISING
ADVERTISING RATES
The cost of a casual display advertisement
is $4.30 (inc. GST) per column cm (NB
Column width is 61.5mm.)
Full Page: Mono - $592; Colour - $643.50.
Setup size: 260mm wide by 400mm deep.
Half Page:Mono - $296; Colour - $347.50.
Setup size: 260mm wide by 195mm deep.
Quarter Page:Mono - $148; Col. - $199.50.
Setup size: 127.5mm wide by 195mm deep.
Page Nomination Loading: Front page 100%, Back page - 50%, Centre pages / Page
3 - 25%, other pages - 10% (based on mono
price and inc. GST).
Colour advertisements of a size not listed
above incur a $51.50 surcharge with the
exception of the Trades and Services section.
A one-off setup fee (artwork fee) may be
charged for advertisements which are not
print ready. Advertisers, please supply a
postal address for accounting purposes and
the number of issues in which you would
like your advertisement to be included.

Accounts are issued every month with
payment required within 30 days. Payment
may be made by post, EFT transfer or at the
Herald office.
Specifications
Print-ready material is required to be
supplied at a minimum resolution of 300
pixels per inch at the size the advertisement
is to be printed, eg full-page, half-page etc..
Trades and Services
Single advertisement in colour (including
initial artwork): $25.
Setup size: 61.5mm x 60mm deep.
Double advertisement in colour (including
initial artwork): $50.
Setup size: 127.5mm x 60mm deep.
Classified Advertisements
$6.50 for 20 words; $2.50 per subsequent
20 words.
Payment must be submitted on placement.
Public Notices
$6.50 for 20 words; $2.50 per subsequent
20 words.
Payment must be submitted on placement.

INDEMNITY AND WARRANTY
Advertisers and/or advertising agencies upon and by lodging material with The Toodyay Herald for publication
or authorising or approving of the publication of any material, INDEMNIFY The Toodyay Herald Inc.
against all claims, demands, proceedings, costs, expenses, damages, awards, judgements and any other
liability whatsoever wholly or partially arising directly or indirectly in connection with the publication of
the material, and without limiting the generality of the foregoing, indemnify The Toodyay Herald Inc. in
relation to defamation, libel, slander of title, infringement of copyright, infringement of trade marks or names
of publication titles, unfair competition, breach of trade practices or fair trading legislation, violation of rights
of privacy or confidential information or licences or royalty rights or other intellectual property rights AND
WARRANT that the material complies with all relevant laws and regulations and that its publication will not
give rise to any claims against or liabilities to The Toodyay Herald Inc., and without limiting the generality
of the foregoing, that nothing therein is in breach of the Trade Practices Act 1974 or the Copyright Act 1968
or the Fair Trading Act 1987 or the defamation, consumer protection and sale of goods legislation of the States
and Territories or infringes the rights of any person.
The Toodyay Herald accepts no responsibility or liability in relation to any loss due to the failure of an
advertisement to appear according to instructions. The positioning or placing of an advertisement is at the
discretion of the Editor.
COPYRIGHT

Advertising: advertising@toodyayherald.com.au
Articles and stories: news@toodyayherald.com.au

Ol’ Blind Joe
Brains behind beauty
become a great star – and then she did it.
“Hollywood’s a place where they’ll pay
you a thousand dollars for a kiss and 50c for
your soul,” she said.
“I know, because I turned down the first
offer often enough and held out for the 50c.
“Respect is one of life’s greatest treasures,
I mean, what does it all add up to if you don’t
have that?”
This comes to mind after being subjected
to US Republican Party presidential
circus performer Donald Trump stumbling
from outrage to blatant indecency in his
mistreatment of women.
His Democratic Party opponent Hillary
Clinton is no better with her disdain for
human life in general, and it ain’t much of a
choice for an honest man.
However, it seems it wasn’t always like
this.
During the Neolithic period (4000-2200
BC) society practised matrilineal property
ownership and recognised males as sons,
brothers, and lovers – but not as husbands
or fathers.

Stirling Hamilton
MY SISTER possesses a remarkable mental
ability she calls her memory, a talent I sadly
lack.
We were chatting with a friend recently
and I mentioned I had an IQ of 126 and she
turned to me and said no, her IQ was126
– mine was 165.
Well, blow me down, I ain’t no genius
but German-born physicist Albert Einstein
(1879-1955) was, and his IQ was 165.
When they autopsied his brain they found
nothing extraordinary in size or nature except
that he had an enlarged carpos callosum
which is the superhighway between the left
and right hemispheres of the brain and is
where the traffic happens.
The right brain is feminine, visual and
intuitive, looking first at the whole picture
then the details.
The left brain is male, verbal, and analytical,
looking first at the pieces then putting them
together to get the whole.
The ability to use right-brain creativity and
left-brain logic simultaneously could explain
his genius.
“The intuitive mind is a sacred gift and the
rational mind is a faithful servant,” Einstein
said.
“We have created a society that honours
the servant and has forgotten the gift.”
From next January 1, students undertaking
courses in creative fields – including dance,
performing arts, acting, theatre studies,
professional writing, jewellery design, circus
arts and hundreds of others – will no longer
be eligible to access existing student loans.
According to Australian Bureau of
Statistics, the arts contributed $86 billion to
our national economy in 2014 – more than
the transport or welfare sectors.
Astro-American actress Hedy Lamarr
(1914-2000) was a sultry female Hollywood
star who moved across the big screen with
the stealth of a panther circling its prey.

Awesome girlpower

MAN WAS AWED by Woman’s power to
create life out of her own substance and she
served as seers, priestesses, healers and the
early brewers of beer and wine.
In the Near East Bronze Age (3300-1200
BC), early kings in Sumeria, Babylon, Egypt,
Phoenicia and other ancient lands couldn’t
rule unless they had a holy marriage with the
queen.
Brahmin priests (India), needed to be
married to conduct ceremonies and early
Israelites believed that a priest’s invocations
would be useless unless he had a soulmate.
Medical knowledge was found in the local
witches or wise-women who carried on the
ancient traditions and healed the poor.
Swiss German philosopher, physician,
botanist and astrologer Paracelsus (14931541) – the founder of toxicology – wrote
that everything he knew about medicine was
taught to him by Woman.
The Catholic Church started to view folk
remedies or magic charms as heretical
witchcraft in the 14th century.
Europe then suffered 400 years of witch
persecutions called The Dark Ages, during
which the church estimated that 200,000
people were murdered, while secular sources
estimate as many millions lost their lives and
wealth.
A history of the Inquisition written by
Catholic scholar Henry Charles Lea (18251909) said that the church “invented the
crime of witchcraft and relied on torture as
the means of proving it”.
I wasn’t there but it seems the truth always
finds its way to the top of the pot.
Australian Aboriginal culture – at 60,000
years old – has proven to be the most stable
societal arrangement in history and there’s
perhaps a lesson we should heed there.
“Blessings be on this house,” Granny said,
perfunctorily. It was always a good opening
remark for a witch. It concentrated people’s
minds on what other things might be on this
house – English novelist Terry Pratchett
(1948-2015), ‘Witches Abroad’.

‘Stand still and look stupid’

BEHIND the scenes in 1942, Lamarr
developed a radio guidance system for Allied
torpedoes, which used spread spectrum and
frequency-hopping technology to defeat the
threat of jamming.
The principles are now incorporated
into modern wifi, CDMA and Bluetooth
technology, and she was inducted into the
National Inventors Hall of Fame in 2014.
“Any girl can be glamorous,” she said.
“All you have to do is stand still and look
stupid.”
Fellow US bombshell actress Jayne
Mansfield (1933-67) had an IQ of 163, spoke
five languages, and was a classically trained
pianist and violinist but admitted her public
didn’t care about her brains.
“They’re more interested in 40-21-35,” she
said, speaking about her figure.
Another American actress, Mae West
(1893-1980) said: “Brains are an asset, if
you hide them.”
It was the same deal with Marilyn Monroe
(1926-1962) who also enjoyed brains galore
with an IQ of 169 but was seen as a dumb
blonde in the eyes of millions, and figured
out with her intellect what she had to do to

Chainsaws on hold at Anzac Memorial Park
Continued from Page 1.
A COUNCIL report said removing the two
trees would still not enable the corner to
meet national road safety standards.
Making all five corners on the temporary
heavy-haulage route compliant would
cost about $1.4 million, with a saving of
$36,000 if the two trees were removed too.
Cr Greenway said calling public
submissions was a waste of time because

“we can’t put trucks down the main street
– we should just lobby for a bypass”.
However, Cr Brian Rayner – who alone
voted in August to axe the trees – said it
could take “between now and the next
millenium (1000 years) to get a bypass”.
Works and Services Manager Les
Vidovich said he would recommend to the
next council meeting on November 22 that
the route be upgraded for heavier trucks.

Office hours are from 9am - noon on highlighted days in November 2016.

Where no charge is made for the preparation of advertising material, The Toodyay Herald will remain owner
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Barefoot Joe harvests a well-heeled family future
By Ieva Tomsons
FORTY-TWO YEARS ago Joe Candeloro
couldn’t tell the difference between wheat
and barley.
As the 2016 harvest gets set to roll, Joe
oversees what is now one of Australia’s
largest privately owned on-farm grainstorage facilities.
This mini CBH on Nunile Road in Toodyay
can store 33,000 tonnes of wheat, barley,
lupins and canola in a state-of-the-art set-up
that holds quality-assured grains for release
during more-profitable price cycles.
By any yardstick it’s an impressive
achievement for a 74-year-old who had an
impoverished upbringing in Riverton and
Upper Swan and left school at thirteen and
a half.
“Poverty is cruel,” said Joe who, due to
the lack of shoes in childhood, still walks
barefoot throughout the year. “In summer on
hot sand you have to be quick,” he advises.
After leaving school, a stint as a turner
and iron machinist at the Midland railway
workshops confirmed Joe’s natural affinity
with machinery.
“It was all steam back then and there
wasn’t a three-prong socket in the whole
workshops.”
Work on the family’s 31-acre (12.5ha)
Swan Valley vineyard was hard yakka and
everyone pitched in to eke out a living in
very basic conditions.
Joe proudly recalls how his middle-aged
mother went blow for blow in an ad-hoc
wood-chopping contest with a strapping
18-year-old Slav boy: “Mum could chop –
like a man.”
People talk about ‘light-bulb moments’ in
their lives but for Joe it happened – literally.
“I was 22 and I’ll never forget it,” said Joe.
“One 40-watt globe and it lit up the whole
room. The washing machine and toaster were
nothing after that moment.”
By the time the kerosene lamp had been
retired, Joe had already brought 133 acres
(54ha) of virgin bush on which he ringbarked
and axe-cleared 22acres (9ha) to grow wine

and table grapes and various melons.
At 23 he was WA’s biggest watermelon
grower rising at 4am for the first of two
daily runs to the Perth Markets in Wellington
Street.
Joe had two trucks then – an old Fargo and
a 1946 International.
Both still go as, needless to say, do the four
roadtrains, five headers, six trucks, three
seeders, two sprayers and other machinery
that complete each year’s precision-driven
seeding and harvest.
By 29 Joe had met and married Maria
Alviani and with a growing family realised
that the vineyard was not for him and that
the future lay in broadacre farming.
Their block was on the market for years
and only sold when “Alan Bond was flying
around and spotted clay on the property.”
With Bond’s $101,000 Joe put a deposit
on 2200 acres (890ha) in Toodyay, the
cornerstone of the family’s farming enterprise
which now covers more than 35,000 acres
(14,164ha) in Goomalling, Toodyay and
Victoria Plains.
At 37, with no knowledge of cropping or
sheep farming, Joe was shown the ropes by
15-year-old Ashley Spencer who guided Joe
through his first season in 1974-75 and who
remains ‘part of the family’.
“Back then I didn’t know what I was
buying,” said Joe and although he knew his
way around a tractor, he had never seen a
combine harvester or seeder.
Over the next 20 years Joe became a
familiar face at Wheatbelt clearing sales
where established grain growers sniggered at
him buying very large clapped-out broadacre
machinery for Toodyay which was seen as
too wet for cropping.
Decreasing rainfall has worked to the
advantage of Candeloro Farms which are in
what is now referred to as a ‘reliable rainfall
area’. “Buying here was a fluke,” said Joe.
“There is no doubt about climate change
and the extremes are becoming more
prevalent and severe.”
This harvest is shaping up to be a bumper
year for Joe, his three sons and daughters-in-

Maria and Joe Candeloro with their bumper barley crop and huge grain silos.
law Kate, Nicki and Jane who have all slotted
themselves into key areas of the streamlined
operation which, at times, has carried up to
$9 million in land debt.
Dion takes care of marketing, sales and
trucks. Aaron oversees new grain varieties
and spraying and Jerome is in charge of
harvesting and maintenance.
“You’ve got to create an interest for kids,”
said Joe.
At the heart of the family is Maria who Joe
says has “never, ever failed me or the kids. If
ever I was blessed, it’s Maria. What a darling

woman she is – make sure you put that in.”
The days of Joe hanging around clearing
sales are well and truly over and you’re more
likely to meet this innovator at a drone expo
or driverless-harvester demonstration.
“I like developing land and putting it into
production,” said Joe. “I’ll never, ever retire
– I can’t.”
Footnote: Earlier this year at a gala dinner,
Joe was awarded a WA Farmers Certificate
of Merit for his outstanding commitment to
the state’s agricultural sector.
For the record, he was wearing shoes.

Carnaby trees axed in map muddle

School bus allowed
to stay in new
tourist info bay

Michael Sinclair-Jones
THE SHIRE of Toodyay has denied
responsibility for allowing several big trees
with potential nesting hollows for endangered
Carnaby’s cockatoos to be destroyed on

Carnaby’s cockatoo nesting hollows axed.

Bejoording Road near Wongamine Nature
Reserve.
Official maps show the axed trees were in
Toodyay.
Toodyay Naturalists’ Club President Brian
Foley emailed Deputy Shire President
Therese Chitty last month saying the salmon
gums were in Toodyay and should be saved.
His email was copied to Shire President
David Dow who, in a sharply worded
response, said the trees were in Goomalling.
President Dow accused Mr Foley of
“making a rather provocative statement
without any basis of fact”.
Mr Foley and other Toodyay Naturalist
Club members were dismayed when the
slow-growing trees were cut down four days
later by Shire of Goomalling contractors.
President Dow also accused Mr Foley and
The Toodyay Herald of deceptive conduct
by claiming Mr Foley’s October Letter to
the Editor highlighting the trees’ plight was
“drafted on your behalf by The Herald”.
The President repeated the claim at last
month’s shire council meeting despite being
sent written evidence to the contrary.
He earlier denied that Toodyay Shire chief
executive Stan Scott “would sign off on the
destruction of habitat without consultation”.
However, President Dow later told last
month’s council meeting that the Mr Scott
had emailed Goomalling last year to say that

Budget in disarray over ‘unlawful’ rates
Continued from Page 1
ACTING Shire CEO Cherie Delmage wrote
to a ratepayer in August that land values
for more than 1900 rural subdivisions in
Toodyay had fallen by a total of more than
$33 million while the value of more than 200
broad-acre farms in the shire had dropped by
only $2 million.
Adopting new differential UV rates had
avoided a burden where land values had not
fallen, she said.
It had caused some rates to rise, others to
fall and some to barely change.
Ms Delmage told last month’s council
meeting that new UV rates would now have
to be raised “as part of a new budget adoption
for 2016/17”.
However, she was “unable to quantify what

financial implications this will have on the
2016/17 annual budget”.
“The impact on the shire’s 2016/17 annual
budget will not be known until the final SAT
determination is received and a new rate in
the dollar struck,” she said.
“There may be a risk to the shire’s
reputation as a result of this report.
“Some social implications may occur
in that individual ratepayers have been
adversely affected which can then lead to a
loss of confidence in the Shire of Toodyay
which may feed through to the community.
“It is hoped that the prompt action of
the administration and rectification of this
error will reduce some of the angst this has
created.”
Editorial Page 4, Bat in the Belfry, Page 11.

Verge cleared for roadworks.
Toodyay “had no objection to the proposed
works”.
President Dow said councillors were not
informed because it was an administrative
matter and the chief executive had “delegated
authority to act”.
Landgate records show the boundary
between the two shires runs down the eastern
side of Bejoording Road, placing it wholly
within the Shire of Toodyay.
Trees were cut down on both sides of the
road reserve.
President Dow said Goomalling had been
responsible for maintaining the 5.4km
section of Bejoording Road since 1895, when
the Goomalling Roads Board was formed.
He said the State main roads authority
told Goomalling in 1994 that this part of
Bejoording Road was in Goomalling.
However, a map published online by the
Shire of Toodyay shows all of Bejoording
Road wholly in Toodyay.
Mr Foley said the Shire of Goomalling
should have been treated like any other
contractor, with proposed road works
advertised on the Shire of Toodyay website
and notice boards, none of which was done.

SCHOOL BUSES will be allowed to continue
to use Toodyay’s new tourist information
bay to pick up and drop off children after
complaints from police, parents and private
bus operators that it would be dangerous to
move them elsewhere.
This follows a Toodyay Shire Council
decision in September to look for alternative
sites after a shire report said the bay should
be used only by tourists because of the time
and money spent developing it.
Cr Rob Welburn told the meeting that
school buses could park in the main street,
“as they do in Northam”, while Deputy
President Therese Chitty said “there’s always
other places in town for the bus to park”.
The council voted 8-1 to talk to private bus
operators about finding alternative sites.
However, after meeting police and local
contractors, shire officers agreed to let
the school bus continue to use the tourist
information bay “for the foreseeable future”.
The fate of a popular Direct Seafoods fish
van that trades in the tourist information bay
twice a month has yet to be decided.
Cartoon Page 4.

Fish van trading at tourist information bay.

PE & SM FERGUSON AND SONS

BULLDOZING CONTRACTOR
Owner Operator

* Dam Construction
* Fence Lines
* Contour Banks
* Ripping

Phone Patrick

9574 4402
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Lost the plot
ONE OF Toodyay Shire President
David Dow’s frequent sayings at council
meetings is “I’ve lost the plot”.
It usually means he’s lost track of the
debate and has to work out what to do next.
Ratepayers could be forgiven for
thinking it goes beyond that.
Take the latest shire rates debacle in
which hundreds of rural rates notices have
been found to be unlawful, throwing this
year’s annual shire budget into disarray.
It’s hard to imagine a more humiliating
blunder by any local government authority.
It would be unfair to blame our elected
representatives who are not experts in
local government law – that’s what wellpaid council executives are employed for.
But what happened next speaks volumes
about this shire’s attitude to its ratepayers.
Instead of apologising and reassuring
everyone that everything will be OK, our
shire’s response is to say nothing.
Our shire uses this month’s centre
pages instead to attack The Herald for
painting an “incorrect picture”, causing
“community anxiety and stress” and not
paying “a little more respect” to “the true
facts”.
There is not a single word from the shire
about the latest rates fiasco.
There were no “Announcements by the
Presiding Member” at last month’s council
meeting, and nothing was said when the
rates came up for debate at 9.15pm after
most public gallery visitors had left.
Instead, councillors voted 9-0 in silence
to place a report in next month’s Herald
which comes out on December 8, put a
notice on the shire’s noticeboards and
website, and report back on “progress” to
the next council meeting on November 22.
The only discussion among councillors
was in private email exchanges prior to
the meeting, suggesting a hush-up before
the item got to open council.
President Dow claims that “despite
suggestions to the contrary, council has
not yet adopted a new media policy”.
Really?
When he recently went overseas on a
European holiday, President Dow left
“specific instructions” that nobody was
to speak to The Herald and he lambasted
Shire Deputy President Therese Chitty
and Acting CEO Cherie Delmage when
he found out they had disobeyed him.
President Dow’s media policy is that
only he can answer questions from the
media – ie: The Toodyay Herald – and
that the questions must conform to council
guidelines and can be answered only at
council meetings.
It is understood that at least two
councillors have considered resigning
because they have had a gutful of the way
this council operates.
To those who claim The Herald is biased
against the shire and too negative, last
month’s edition contained 39 ‘good news’
stories, 18 ‘general information’ stories
and 13 ‘negative’ stories.
You be the judge.
Michael Sinclair-Jones
Editor

Family law
DeFacto Relationships
* Separation
* Child Support/Maintenance
* Divorce
* Property Settlement
* Contact/Residence - Children
* Restraining Orders
* Prenuptial Agreements - Binding
Financial Agreements
* Legal Aid Accepted
Discounted rate for initial 1 hour
consultation.
Now seeing clients at:

Sarah Somers

Barrister & Solicitor
85 Fitzgerald Street, Northam
(offices of Mayberry Hammond)

Telephone: 9622 9687

letters
Herald bias against shire
THERE IS MUCH we appreciate about
The Toodyay Herald and it is one of the few
newspapers we read almost in its entirety.
We appreciate the opportunity you provide
readers to keep abreast of current news
and information about local events and
organisations.
We appreciate the newspaper as a most
important forum for comment and evaluation
of local government activities, discussions,
proposals and decisions.
We do not appreciate what we believe to
be your editorial bias in these areas in recent
editions of the paper.
Our perception is that your review function
is not being exercised with impartiality and
fairness and often is expressed in emotive
and provocative language.
Our officers in shire administration and the
elected council members are easy targets for
biased selection and comment.
We are not for a moment suggesting that
decisions made are always the best ones
and we recognise that there will always be
differences of opinion on these and almost
any other matter.
It is our democratic right to differ.
Generally we believe that we are well
served by the administration and council
members, many of whom have contributed
significantly and over a long period of time
to making our district the wonderful place it
is today.
We are also concerned about the negative
image of the district as presented in the paper.
We love Toodyay and have been so
enriched through our friendships in the town
and surrounding areas and the organisations
to which we belong.
Thank you for allowing us the privilege of
expressing our views through The Herald.
Toby and Dawn Metcalfe
Perth

Council too authoritarian
I ATTENDED last month’s Toodyay Shire
Council meeting after the destruction of trees
within the Toodyay Shire along Bejoording
Road by the Shire of Goomalling and submitted
a number of questions which in my view were
not answered completely.
This letter does not query those answers
but the way in which Toodyay Shire Council
meetings are conducted.
I spoke to other visitors who were also
attending a council meeting for the first time
and their views were similar to mine.
The atmosphere in the council chamber was
noticeably unfriendly and appeared to reflect
‘a them-versus-us’ scenario.
The seating arrangement in the former court
room with the president and CEO separated
from other councillors, staff and visitors by a
high wooden bench overlooking the chamber
sends a signal of authority that may have been
the norm many years ago but in these days
needs to be replaced by a friendlier seating
plan.
All participants should be on the same level
so that staff can be more integrated – instead
of most being down on one side – thus enabling
more involvement when advising councillors
and answering questions.

I realise that council meetings must follow
local government rules and that the president’s
role is to maintain order but I feel that a
friendlier atmosphere with less authoritarian
control would produce more input from
councillors, staff and visitors.
Also, it seems strange in today’s society that
councillors are referred to in debates by their
surname instead of first name.
I was pleased the council decided to
receive submissions and respect the views of
ratepayers on the matter of heavy-vehicle traffic
movements in the town area.
Most people I speak to have the view that our
council does not consult ratepayers enough.
I might go to a few more meetings and – if
things change – may put my name up to become
a councillor one day, you never know.
Brian Foley
Dewars Pool

Ludicrous gag on councillors
FORMER WA Opposition Leader, lawyer
and current Nedlands City Council Deputy
Mayor Bill Hassell OA recently wrote a letter
to another newspaper about freedom of speech
in local government.
Under the heading Councils cannot gag
dissenters he wrote “I regard as ludicrous
artificial rules by local governments seeking
to prevent councillors expressing their views”.
“It is a strange anomaly of our democracy
that such regulation should be attempted,” Cr
Hassell said.
“Local councils are political bodies, elected
by the people, responsible to the people.
“Councillors are expected to have views and
are required by law to vote on matters before
their council.
“What an infringement of their rights and
responsibilities (it is) to suggest or require
that after the vote is taken they may no longer
express a view.
“Such things do not lead to good government,
open debate and accountability.
“The ruling majority of the moment has no
special right to protection from dissent.”
This applies also in Toodyay where our shire
has banned councillors from telling ratepayers
where they stand on local issues by a local law
that punishes ‘adverse reflection’ with a $5000
fine or $500 daily.
“A member is not to reflect adversely on a
decision of the council except on a motion that
the decision be revoked or changed,” the local
law says.
It has been used to gag councillors from
speaking out independently on local issues such
as further delays to building a public swimming
pool in Toodyay, plans to axe two 60-year-old
Anzac Memorial Park trees, costly delays (for
traders) at the shire’s new tourist information
bay and the hundreds of thousands of dollars of
ratepayers’ money being spent on questionable
legal action against former Toodyay shire CEO
Graham Merrick.
Few if any of today’s elected members took
part in 2008 when the Toodyay Shire Council
introduced ‘adverse reflection’.
The legacy of this insidious ban is that it is
now being used with increasing frequency to
threaten our elected council members with
heavy fines if they dare to tell voters publicly
what they really think.
Freedom of speech is a cornerstone of
democracy, and any attempt to erode that basic
principle must be resisted at all costs.
If the Toodyay Shire Council wants to live

up to its much-vaunted claims of transparency,
integrity and accountability, it must remove
these self-imposed gags and repeal this
draconian local law.
Geoff Appleby
Majestic Heights

‘Dishonourable’ Doris
HYPOTHETICAL question: A person
undergoes a performance assessment for a
pay rise.
If successful, they would expect a reward,
such as a percentage salary increase.
What then if the result is in the negative?
If a mistake was made – perhaps by accident,
or incompetence – would this then result in a
pay cut?
I would not want to be suspended by any
of my delicate parts while waiting for that to
happen.
Also, thanks to the Herald’s Ieva Tomsons
for her report on Doris Martin’s campaign to
build a bell tower in Bolgart to rival former WA
Premier Richard Court’s millenium bell tower
project in Perth.
We were there that day when Mr Court
unveiled Bolgart’s belltower, along with
numerous dignitaries who were referred to as
‘honourable’.
When Doris was introduced, it went
something like this:
“I don’t hold with ‘honourable’ – we came
into this world equal and we’ll leave it the
same,” she said. “Ladies and gentlemen, girls
and boys” – the crowd roared.
Thanks Doris for bringing a little sanity to
this crazy world.
John Henderson
West Coondle

Video bags mining
THERE IS STILL concern about a proposed
bauxite mine within the Morangup area of the
Shire of Toodyay.
The Avon Hills Mining Awareness Group has
just launched a great YouTube video about this
on its Facebook site – please check it out.
The impact of this or any invasive mining
on this amazingly beautiful region will most
certainly be felt by people and the environment.
It will not create jobs or bring visitors to
our town but will in fact kill-off the existing
livelihoods of some small farms, artisans and
tourism.
It will impact this tree belt and the beautiful
Hills/valley region between the Darling
Escarpment and Wheatbelt.
The fragile environment does not need added
pressure of ripped earth, jarrah dieback, Marri
canker and the water catchment and river flow
subjected to degradation and interruption.
Toodyay must promote itself as an amazing
unique country experience one hours drive
from the city.
We have the foundations to make this happen
and therefore bring visitors, support businesses
and protect the environment – a win, win, win.
Helen Shanks
Toodyay
More Page 12.

The Toodyay Herald invites you to have
your say in our letters page. Please
email your correspondence to news@
toodyayherald.com.au with your full name,
address and phone number. Letters that are
short, sharp and to the point about topical
local issues are preferred. The Herald
reserves the right to edit letters for length.

THE TOODYAY HERALD November 2016 Page 5

Katy Perry’s
Mad Love EDP 50ml,
Shower Gel 75ml &
Body Lotion 75ml

THE

Christmas

SALE

39 ea
99

$

SAVE $9.01 ^

'Tis the season for

GIFT GIVING
NEW!

3999ea

2999ea

$

$
Beyoncé
Coffret 3 Piece Set

SAVE $19.01 ^

Calvin Klein
Corporate Men’s or Women’s
Minature’s Gift Sets

SAVE $9.01 ^

Contains Heat 15ml EDT, Heat
Rush 15ml EDT and Midnight
Heat 15ml EDT

Valued at $39.85

899ea

Adidas
Ice Dive or Get Ready
2 Piece Gift Set

Olive
Hands
Gift Set

Also Available in
Daily...$19.99

FROM

14 ea

$

99

Olive
Body
Gift Set

2699ea

24 ea

$

Also Available in
Pomegranate...$29.99

FROM

99

Jbronze
Dark Mousse
Gift Set

Nude By Nature
Sunset Skies Gift Set

26 ea
99

$

Also Available in
Gradual Tan...$18.99

Nivea
Q10
Regime
Pack

FROM

9 ea

$
B

1899ea

$

C

A

99

8 ea
99

$

Playboy
Queen of the Game or
King of the Game Body
Spray & Shower Gel Pack

^

$
Nude By Nature
Vivid Gift Set

15 ea

$

Valued at $34.80

^

$

Playboy
Queen Set EDT 40ml,
Sexy EDT 40ml & Wild
EDT 40ml

99

Trilogy
Travel
Essentials
Gift Set

16 ea

$

99

1999ea

$

Nivea
Daily Essentials
Normal/Combination
Gift Pack

1299ea

$

Burt’s Bees
Lip Balm Trio or
Delight Up Your Lips
Pink or Red Gift Sets

2499ea

$

1999ea

$

Redwin
Coconut
Essentials
Gift Set

SAVE $5.00 ^

OFFER EXCLUSIVE TO
DISCOUNT DRUG STORE^S!

FROM

Buy Any 2 Colour by
TBN Christmas Nail
Packs and receive a
FREE♣ Lip Kit!

Gift valued at $9.95

While stocks last

899ea

D

$

A. MIKI Myterious Owl or Happy Penguin Lip Balm B. MIKI Luscious Lips Lip Balm or Dancing Girl Lip Palette
C. MIKI Mini Treats Washable Bath Paint D. MIKI Mini Treats Bath Bombs or Fizzers

ONLY AVAILABLE AT NORTHAM DISCOUNT DRUG STORE. SPECIALS ON SALE FROM 26TH OCTOBER 2016 – 8TH NOVEMBER 2016. ALL ITEMS IN THIS PUBLICATION HAVE BEEN INCLUDED IN GOOD FAITH ON THE BASIS THAT THE GOODS DESCRIBED WILL BE AVAILABLE AT THE TIME OF SALE AND ONLY WHILE
STOCKS LAST. FAILURE BY THE SUPPLIER TO DELIVER IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE SAMPLE, DESCRIPTION OR ALL UNINTENTIONAL CAUSES MAY RESULT IN SOME PRODUCTS BEING UNAVAILABLE. WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO AMEND PRICING DUE TO MANUFACTURER PRICE RISES OR PRINTING ERRORS.
^SAVINGS BASED ON THE SUPPLIER SUGGESTED RETAIL AND NOT NECESSARILY PREVIOUS IN STORE PRICE. PRODUCTS MAY VARY FROM STORE TO STORE AND ARE SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. FOR ANY TERMS & CONDITIONS, SEE IN STORE. ♣ MUST BE IN ONE TRANSACTION. SEE IN STORE FOR DETAILS.
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MONDAY - WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY: 8.30AM - 5.30PM
THURSDAY: 8.30AM - 6.30PM • SATURDAY: 8.30AM - 3.00PM
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TRADING HOURS
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Shop 17, Northam Boulevard Shopping Centre (opposite Woolworths), Fitzgerald St, Northam

P: (08) 9622 1521 F: (08) 9622 3137 E: northam@discountdrugstores.com.au
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DISCOUNT
DRUG STORE
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NORTHAM DISCOUNT DRUG STORE
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Setting a ‘man trap’ could land you in jail

POLICE ARE warning residents that it is
illegal to set ‘man traps’ to deter unwanted
activities after two home-made devices were
found last month near Morangup.
The ‘man traps’ – timber planks with sharp
nails protruding outwards – were found near
Boral Quarry in an area used by trail bike
riders.
In this particular case, they appear to have
been set to puncture motorcycle tyres.
“Not only is this stupid but it is extremely
dangerous – someone could easily have been
killed,” Toodyay police chief Sgt Warren
Conder said.
“It is a serious criminal offence in Western
Australia to set a ‘man trap’.
“It’s also a serious offence to know that a
‘man trap’ has been set up and fail to take
reasonable action to make it harmless.
“The penalty for these offences is up to
three years’ jail.”

Don’t touch that phone

A TOTAL of 280 vehicles were stopped in
the shire in September as part of an ongoing
police road-safety campaign that caught 16
offenders, mostly for drink and drug driving,
and unlicensed driving.
More random traffic stops are planned this
month.
Sgt Conder said there would also be
renewed focus on targeting motorists who
drive while using mobile phones.
“Be warned,” Sgt Conder said.
Offences while driving include: using a
hand-held mobile phone; creating, sending
or looking at a text (SMS) message; video
messaging and reading, writing or sending
emails or other similar communications.
It is illegal to create, send or look at a
text, video, email or similar communication
even when the drivers’ phone is secured in a
mounting bracket or can be operated without
touching it.
Drivers can touch a mobile phone only to
accept or end a call if a phone is secured in
a mount attached to the vehicle.
If the phone is not secured in a mounting,
it can still be used to accept or end a phone
call but only without touching it by using
voice activation, a Bluetooth hands-free car

Toodyay police chief Sgt Warren Conder offers security tips for seniors at last month’s free morning tea.
kit, earpiece or headset.
The penalty for an offence is three demerit
points and a $400 fine.

Good oil with morning tea
ABOUT 20 LOCAL seniors attended a free
morning tea hosted by Toodyay police at
the Cola Café in Stirling Terrace last month.
Sgt Conder and Sen. Const. Nicky Turner
spoke for about an hour on several topics,
including personal safety, internet and
telephone fraud, home security and what to
look for when reporting a crime.
The morning included a presentation by
Community Liaison Manager Margaret
O’Sullivan, from Toodyay and Districts
Bendigo Community Bank, who talked about
how to protect PIN numbers, cards and cash
withdrawals at automatic teller machines.
“We had a lot of good feedback,” Sgt
Conder said.
“One bloke came in this morning wanting

advice on how to buy three security cameras,
and I’m going out to another person’s home
this afternoon to help set up a home-security
system.”
Sgt Conder said Toodyay police planned
to run another morning tea soon.
“Next time we’ll focus more on familyoriented issues such as domestic violence
and what to do about it,” he said.
“Domestic violence is one of those things
that is always kept under the blanket – it’s
always been a taboo subject.
“We want to assist older people with help

and advice about what to do if they or a
younger family member are caught up in a
domestic violence situation and where they
can go to get help.”

Local probe into Perth thefts
A TOODYAY man and woman are helping
police with their inquiries over a string of
burglaries in the metropolitan area over the
past six months, and charges are pending.
“A large number of stolen goods were
found in Perth,” Sgt Conder said.
Police inquiries are continuing.

Beware fake Telstra ‘refund bill’
emails aiming to steal money
Toodyay Community Safety and
Crime Prevention Association
Desraé Clarke
SCAMMERS claiming to represent Telstra
are sending fake emails offering recipients
refunds for double payment of their monthly
account.
The fake message is headed ‘refund bill’,
followed by a number containing several
digits and a request for recipients to click on
a link to claim a refund of the overpayment.
The money is falsely claimed to be
refunded into the recipient’s bank account
on receipt of those details.

The message claims to be sent by the
Executive Director Telstra Digital and
Service Sales, Gurd Schenkel.
Do not click on the link – Telstra urges
people to delete the email as soon as possible.
Toodyay police and office staff last month
enjoyed a morning of interaction with senior
members of the Toodyay community at the
Cola Café (pictured above).
For those people who were unable to attend
this informative gathering, we hope to have
another seniors’ morning tea at a future date.
Call 000 for emergencies only.
Contact Toodyay Police on 9574 9555 or
Crimestoppers 1800 333 000.
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emergency services
New air-con chills out tired firies
Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Coondle
Max J Heath
WELL what about this? At the time of
writing we still have green about.
With the amount of fuel around we could
be in for a busy year and hope all blocks have
been properly cleared.
It will be too late to do any burning shortly–
even restricted burning – and even then one
has to be careful as there is a lot of dry matter
under the green and unless there are proper
breaks, trouble can easily occur.
Our last meeting, delayed to accommodate
the show, was short and sharp and another
cool night saw most members home early.
Training was held on the Sunday following
the meeting and was in the style of a refresher
course so fire-fighters are familiar with their
equipment.
At Coondle, we are in the process of
looking at putting an air conditioner in the
shed for the comfort of crews waiting to go
out on relief or those coming in.

We had hoped to test one at our meeting
but it was too damned cold to do so. It will
have to wait until hotter weather arrives for
a try out.
The brigade has recently acquired a sea
container and is in the process of installing
it at the rear of the shed for extra storage
making more room in our shed for training.
Members not holding a heavy-vehicle
licence are being encouraged to do some
driver training so we have sufficient drivers
for the truck.
Jamie Norgate is the first to achieve this.
Good on you Jamie, and we look forward to
more on this list in the near future.
In concluding this article we are asking you,
the public: “Have you got your evacuation
plan done?”
This includes being able to quickly lay your
hands on important papers and other valuable
assets.
If you want to stay and defend, have
you got all your fire-protection gear ready
including clothing, fire extinguishers and
fire units?

Bonnet off, boot off, fire out, job done
Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Morangup
Sue Maddrell
THE FIRE season is here and hopefully it
will be a quiet one and all property owners
are bush-fire ready.
Please remember to be properly attired if
there is a fire on your property. Cover up,
wear a long-sleeved cotton shirt, boots and
long pants.
Often when we arrive at a fire on a property
we find that the owners and neighbours are
fighting the fire dressed in shorts and thongs.
We’ve already had a couple of calls this
month including a car fire in the middle of
the night.
The recent training with the Fire and
Rescue Service was put to good use.
Bonnet off and boot off in no time and fire
extinguished. Thank you to the ‘vollies’ who
attended those calls.
Our meeting was well-attended with a talk

from our captain Jeff about the importance of
maintaining the trucks after returning from
a fire so they are ready for the next callout.
A lot of work has been done outside the fire
station. The barrier is up along the edge of
the complex and a box drain has been put in
place thanks to a combined effort from the
fire brigade, SES and ambulance volunteers.
A big thank you to George Murray for a
delivery of roadbase.
The Toodyay show stall did well. Thank
you to those who donated.
The raffled hamper was won by Bernie who
was looking forward to sharing some of the
produce with his grandchildren.
Johann forgot to come back for his cake,
which was delicious.
The fire brigade hosts an annual BBQ for
the residents of Morangup and this will be
held on November 26. Those attending are
asked to bring a salad for the table. BYO
drinks.
There will be a raffle on the night.

Ben and Donna Pulfrey in the ruins of their McKnoe South home.

Red-tail Phoenix saves sleeping
Morangup family from ashes
By Ieva Tomsons
AT 2.10AM on October 19 Donna Pulfer
was jolted awake by piercing shrieks from
Phoenix, the family’s pet red-tail cockatoo.
Thinking that one of their three dogs was
pestering the cockatoo, Donna sprung out
of bed to discover smoke pouring out of her
children’s bedroom.
With her husband Ben in England for a
funeral, the children had been sleeping with
Donna so she was spared the added trauma of
having to rush into a burning room to rescue
Noah (3) and Isabella (5).
With the children, three dogs and cockatoo
safely outside, Donna started screaming that
Benson the cat was still inside.
By this stage Donna’s father and motherin-law, Nick and Sharon Pulfer, were awake,
and Nick managed to restrain Donna from
re-entering the burning house which Donna
says was razed to the ground in 40 minutes.
“Donna was totally black from the smoke”,
said Sharon.
According to Nick “the smoke was

absolutely toxic – you could not breathe”.
The Pulfrey’s old wooden home was
separated from Ben’s parents’ house by a
10-metre tin-roofed patio area which Nick
managed to hose down until emergency
services arrived.
Although units from Fire and Rescue
Services and local volunteer bushfire
brigades attended and stopped the fire from
spreading to the adjoining house, sheds,
chicken coop and nearby bush, the house
and Benson could not be saved.
The Pulfers have been overwhelmed with
the generous support of the local community.
“It’s been absolutely amazing,” said Ben.
The Morangup Progress Association’s
website morangupmpa.com.au is helping
to coordinate donations which the family
is happy to receive at 714 McKnoe South
between North and South Roads in Morangup
or contact Ben on 042 471 2234.
Donna’s friend, Kiri Brown, has also
set up a gofundme website on Toodyay’s
Community Forum Have a Chat which to
date has raised $2200.
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emergency services

Julimar firies visit on site
Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade Julimar
Alison Wroth

Curtin uni students, Marcella Low and Martin Allen stood in as ‘crash dummies’.

SPRING HAS sprung with a vengeance and
with continuing showers passing through,
weeds continue to grow.
Even if spraying has been done on the fire
breaks, now is the time to do the checks to
see if any need a ‘going-over’.
There are many contractors in the local
telephone directory, listed with the shire,
or who advertise in The Toodyay Herald
who will maintain your firebreaks if you are
unable to do so, or have just run out of time.
Toodyay show catering at the ‘Julimar
Café’ went very well under the watchful eye
of LJ and Bruce.
The food was deemed ‘exceptional’ and
the easy-to-manage food containers were a
benefit to all.
Considering the inclement weather, all
volunteers on the café roster and anyone who
assisted with baking or packaging at the shed
deserve a pat on the back.
The availability of a hot cuppa and nice
food on a show day such as we had was
appreciated by all who attended. Well done.
Grant Scobie, our stand-in captain and
training officer, advised us at our last meeting
that the rosters were now out and already we
have had attended two callouts.

Everyone agrees that the Friday night
training sessions are working well and we
look forward to more variety.
Coming sessions will include a revision of
radio use as well as the assessment of local
properties as to whether or not they can be
defended in a bushfire.
This involves contacting each property
owner to see if they would like to be involved
in this assessment and then taking the trucks
around to see if the block is accessible to
defend.
Members will also discuss fire plans with
the owners.
If the home cannot be defended by
firefighters, we will make recommendations
as to what the owner can do to improve the
situation.
This has proved a successful project in
Chittering and we are quite keen to bring it
to Julimar.
If you want to come down and see us at
‘The Fireplace’ on Friday nights, please do
not hesitate to discuss any fire issue that
concerns you.
If you are interested in becoming a member
of the Julimar Brigade, come to our Fire Shed
around 5.30pm during summer and we will
welcome you with open arms.
You might even win the chook raffle - new
members usually do.

Graphic motorcycle crash demo
hits home at local show

Toodyay RoadWise Committee
Cliff Simpson
TOODYAY ROADWISE Committee and
St John Ambulance Toodyay and Districts
Sub-Centre tackled the difficult topic of

motorcycle safety at the agricultural show
with a display and a crash-rescue simulation.
Toodyay, like other shires in the Avon
Valley, receives many motorbike-rider
visitors in the fine weather but this can be a
mixed blessing.
Riders enjoy the winding rural roads
through beautiful forests and fields, but an
alarming number have been involved in
crashes in the region. In fact, certain routes
have such a reputation that the RoadWise
Committee has featured more motorcyclesafety education activities in its forthcoming
action plan for 2017.
Toodyay St John Ambulance Chairman
Charlie Wroth, community paramedic
Patrick O’dal, Police Sgt Warren Conder
and road-safety advisor Cliff Simpson talked
spectators through the crash rescue and
covered the sobering facts behind motorcycle
crashes.
Two students from John Curtin University
were the crash victims; one wearing T shirt
and jeans, the other a full-face helmet and
leathers. Their vastly different injuries only
reinforced the importance of wearing correct
protective clothing.
The community of Toodyay welcomes
riders to our region enjoy the ride, but ride
right.

NEW
FARMALL
35B

NEW
FARMALL
50B

4WD 38hp Hydrostatic, 3PL,
1 remote, loader & bucket $27,000

4WD 47hp Hydrostatic, 3PL,
1 remote, loader and bucket POA

Toodyay Sub-branch members attend to motorcycle accident ‘victims’

Stock up on St John’s kits

St John Ambulance
Heather Appleby
DO YOU HAVE what it takes to become a
St John Ambulance volunteer?
The Toodyay Sub-Centre is again seeking
volunteer ambulance officers in all three
districts – Toodyay, Morangup and Bolgart.
To show how busy we are, in September
we attended 67 call outs and our ambulances
travelled just over 7000kms.
The Bolgart crews handled four jobs,
Morangup attended 26 and Toodyay
volunteers dealt with 37 calls.

NEW
FARMALL
60B

4WD 57hp Mechanical, 3PL,
2 remotes, loader and bucket POA

Contact
Sam Moss at
Boekeman
Machinery on

USED
LS 36i
200hrs, 4WD 38hp Mechanical, 3PL, 2
remote, canopy, loader and 4 in 1
bucket $19,800

NEW
Cadet 4m
Hardi 300 Litre Sprayer
4m boom, 15lpm pump, steel frame
$3,410

9622 6344
USED

FARMALL 60B
190hrs, 4WD 57hp Mechanical, 3PL,
2 remotes, air con cab $35,750

29 York Road, Northam WA 6401
Email: samm@boekemans.com.au

or

0409 220 482
Prices Incl GST

Not all our jobs are emergencies, many
are transfers from one hospital (usually
Northam, but sometimes York or even
Goomalling) to Midland or even to Perth.
Our volunteers gave some demonstrations
at the Toodyay Agricultural Show, with
the students from Curtin University acting
as accident victims and, they were very
convincing.
Staging a motorcycle accident gave us the
opportunity of demonstrating to how visitors
the equipment which is used when serious
injuries have been sustained.
If you haven’t yet completed a first-aid
course, there’s another one scheduled for
November 19. Call Carolynne on 9574 2390
or 0428 967 600 to book. All participants
receive a free first-aid kit.
On the subject of first-aid kits, now that the
warm weather seems to have finally arrived,
it’s a good time to ensure that your kit is fully
stocked.
You can take it into the sub-centre and
Carolynne will check it out and you can pick
up any items that may be missing.
With more time now being spent outdoors,
you never know when a bandage, pair of
tweezers or even a simple band-aid might
be needed.
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City kids’ smiles light up rainy show day
So, all in all, if you attended this year, on
behalf of the president and committee, we
hope you enjoyed the attractions, be they
in the exhibition halls or in a pen and the
entertainment we provided for you.
The committee is already working on next
year’s 164th Toodyay Show and hopefully it
will be a nice fine day.

Toodyay Agricultural Society
Alison Wroth
MOTHER NATURE plays a huge role when
putting on an outdoor event.
This year, the committee rolled with the
punches that the wet weather brought on
us but the success of our Toodyay Show is
really not seen in profit or loss; it is seen in
the small children from the city laughing as
they were patting the miniature goats or as
they were looking in at the turkeys that they
had only ever seen in books.
Locals, regulars and even visitors who
attend the Toodyay Show year after year
come to our historic showground for the
atmosphere of a real country show.
They also come to catch up with relatives
or friends that they haven’t seen since school
days.
The amazing trade displays and sideshows
covering the Hockey Oval were a sight to
behold and even though we had a few trades
pull out due to the weather, those who stuck
by us and stayed for the day, all deserve a
pat on the back.
To all those who brought livestock, pasture
or wool to enter in competition, from horses
to cattle, sheep, poultry, goats for display
and alpacas; you all deserve a medal and
thank you very much for going to the effort
of supporting our show.

Dodgem cars are still popular.

A show winner takes time out for a hot snack on a ‘winter’s’ day.
Entries for the 163rd show were very
similar to last year.
The pigeon section was eliminated due
to an infectious virus but Pigeon Steward
Imre Ungvary filled the newly-renovated
Pigeon Shed with his own display on how
to raise poultry and pigeons in a healthy
environment.
This presentation was one to be seen and if
you didn’t see the blackboard with children’s
drawings of chooks you missed a fantastic
display.
Congratulations to all the stewards and
judges who make the hard decisions before
the entries are presented to the public.
You are all volunteers and the show would
not run as smoothly if you did not put in your
time and effort.
Once more a sincere thank you to our
supporters and sponsors; our major supporters
including Austral Bricks, Christmas 360,
Dunnings, Shire of Toodyay, RoadWise,
Toodyay and Districts Bendigo Community
Bank and Yankuang Bauxite Resources.
The Austral Bricks Fireworks this year was
the best and longest-running program we’ve
ever seen, a fantastic way to end the show.
The showgrounds were in top-notch
condition at the beginning of the day, thanks
to all the grounds staff at the shire. Things

got a bit muddy from then on but you got
used to that or walked on the grass.
Once again without the support of
businesses big and small and members from
our community, the Toodyay Agricultural
Show would not be financially able to run.
We rely on the support through the gate on
show day as well as our sponsors.

Brian Foley with a Woylie.

Uni students don’t duck poo duties
Wayne Fletcher
FOR THE past four years the Toodyay
Agricultural Show (TAS) has had a group
of Curtin University students volunteer
their time to come and help stage the show,
staying on to help with the clean up the
next day.
This year the group conducted face
painting, balloon sculpting and a big bubble
display for the benefit of our younger Show
audience.
As well, the group provided general
assistance with parking control, a survey of
participants and, assisted with equestrian
events.
Two volunteers took lead roles in the
accident scenario.

The day following the Show is a busy one
for the committee and all our helpers.
The Curtin volunteers were there picking
up litter, clearing the oval of all that show
paraphernalia and even delicate tasks like
removing horse manure from the oval was
within their scope.
The TAS provide them with meals and
students are billeted out with committee
members for the night of the Show.
Those who billet the students agree that it
is a pleasure to share the company of such
a pleasant group of people destined to fill
important professional roles.
So on behalf of the TAS and the Toodyay
community, we say thanks to the Curtin
volunteers and hope to see them back again
next year.
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Local crops shaping up for bumper harvest
Toodyay Agricultural Alliance
Frank Panizza
GOOD EARLY rains this year enabled an
early start to the winter seeding program in
Toodyay and surrounding districts.
Many farmers in the shire took advantage
of good soil moisture levels and began
seeding – mainly with canola – in early April.
Winter rainfall was at or above long-term
averages for the district.
Warm weather and good soil moisture
levels led to very good early growth of crops
and pastures.
Lambing percentages were also good,
probably due to good feed on offer for ewes
while in lamb.
July saw the season turn very cold and wet.
Frosts became commonplace from early July
onward and stretched all the way through
until early October.
Late winter and early spring frosts can have
a devastating effect on crops at the flowering
stage.
Several bad frosts in early September
caused widespread damage to crops over
much of the southern areas of the state.
CBH, the state’s largest grain handler and
marketer, had forecast a record WA harvest
this year but frosts have caused that estimate
to be revised downward by several million
tonnes.
Industry commentators suggest that further

downward revisions are likely.
Worst-hit areas were in the south-eastern
Wheatbelt where farmers in districts such as
Hyden, Corrigin, Kulin and the Lakes district
suffered devastating losses.
Some individual farms have had crop
losses as high as 80 per cent.
Frost damage appears to have been
more prevalent in barley which is usually
considered to be more tolerant than wheat.
Reports of frost affecting crops in Toodyay
have been far less severe with most farmers

reporting some likely frost damage but
nothing compared with others further south.
Frost damage in Toodyay appears to be
mostly in wheat.
Some harvesting of canola has begun in
the north of the Shire of Toodyay.
Early reports suggest good yields and very
good oil levels.
Hay production is well advanced with most
areas nearing completion of their programs.
Hay quality and yield appear to be good.
Barley harvesting is some weeks away yet

and, wheat even longer.
Many wheat crops are staying green due
to this season’s cool, wet finish.
Wheat and barley prices remain subdued
due to heavy world wheat stocks, though
industry reports indicate that due to wet
harvests in the northern hemisphere, a
shortage of good-quality high-protein wheat
may arise.
Canola prices have remained fairly stable
over the last year and have held up well
compared with other grains.
The harvest season from October to
December brings increased heavy-vehicle
traffic and increased movements of oversized
agricultural equipment on our local roads.
The Toodyay Agricultural Alliance urges
all motorists to exercise caution on country
roads during this busy time for farmers.
Harvest usually involves long and
demanding hours of work.
Fatigue-management programs are
designed to make harvest safe and productive.

Dow ducks, weaves and sidesteps queries
Bat in the Belfry
Geoff Appleby
THE PUBLIC GALLERY at last month’s
Toodyay Shire Council meeting was again
packed with ratepayers, and the first hour was
wholly occupied by public question time.
I don’t recall anyone getting much of
a direct answer as shire president David
Dow worked his way through a long list
of responses prepared by local government
lawyers and various shire executives.
He managed somehow to avoid giving even
a straight ‘yes’ or ‘no’ answer when asked if
the town’s current heavy-haulage bypass was
approved by Main Roads WA (MRWA).
The President said he would take the
question on notice and answer it at the
council’s next meeting on November 22.
He then said “the question has already
been answered” in his response to another
ratepayer that the bypass “would have been
subject to MRWA approval” more than 10
years ago.
Legal action: Former shire CEO Robert
Millar queried ongoing and costly WA
Supreme Court action against former CEO
Graham Merrick which has so far cost the
shire more than $300,000 in legal fees.
The President read out the lawyer’s
response, which effectively said nothing.
However, it accused Mr Millar of being
“mischievous” which the President read to
the meeting after pausing for a moment to
say he was “not comfortable” with the word.
If not, then why read it out?
Rates fiasco: Former shire president Bob
Somers asked several questions about an
‘administrative error’ that has caused the
State Government to declare that the shire’s
new Unimproved Value (UV) differential
rating system is unlawful, throwing the
council’s recent 2016/17 budget into disarray
for at least another month.
This embarrassing fiasco means the
shire has issued hundreds of UV rates
notices illegally and must apply to the
State Administrative Tribunal to have them
quashed and start the whole process again.
The President was unable to say how many
ratepayers had been overcharged or would
have to pay more.
However, he conceded it will cost the shire
(i.e. ratepayers) more money to fix this mess,
which occurred under the watch of shire chief
execitive Stan Scott who later got a 1.5 per
cent pay rise – three times more than Perth
CPI – in June after his work performance
was rated as “more than satisfactory”.
Amazingly, when this monumental stuff-up
came up for debate at the end of last month’s
meeting – after most of the public gallery
had gone home – not one councillor raised
any concern about this extraordinary state of
affairs.
They voted 9-0 with no discussion
whatsoever to authorise acting CEO
Cherie Delmage to “continue the process of

correcting the administrative error”.
Earlier, Crs David and Judy Dow excused
themselves from the chamber while other
councillors discussed whether to allow them
back in to debate and vote on the town’s
heavy-haulage bypass in Hamersley Street,
where the Shire President and his councillor
wife jointly own two properties.
Interest in common: The pair disclosed a
“proximity” interest but claimed it should not
prevent them from speaking and voting on
shifting the heavy-haulage bypass away from
their front doors to Stirling Terrace because
they also had an “interest in common” with
other electors and ratepayers.
Local government guidelines say an
interest in common “need not be as many as
half of the electors or ratepayers” in a shire
“although clearly one or two per cent would
not be enough”.
Given that less than two per cent of shire’s
population lives in or owns properties in
Hamersley Street, one must assume that the
couple’s claimed common interest with other
ratepayers and electors must in some other
way override any financial impact on local
land values if the bypass is rerouted.
In any case, councillors voted 7-0 to let
the pair back into the chamber but decided
5-2 under the same rule that Cr David Dow
should not preside over the debate and that
Deputy President Therese Chitty take over.
However, instead of surrendering the
president’s chair to Cr Chitty to lead the

2.6kw

debate, Cr Dow resumed his normal seat
at the head of the chamber and after a
minute or two of apparent discomfort began
interrupting the Acting President with his
opinion on points of order and disputing what
other councillors and staff were saying.
‘Memory loss’: The outcome of that
debate is reported elsewhere in this month’s
Herald but suffice to say Cr Dow vexed
many in the public gallery – and perhaps
some councillors too – by claiming that the
only way Toodyay could afford a new $27
million sport and recreation centre was to
spend $12,500 on axing two large Anzac
Memorial Park trees at the corner of Anzac
Avenue and Clinton Street to make the rightangle bend safer for heavy trucks.
He also sought to discredit a petition signed
by more than 500 people as “misinformed”
and accused 67-year-old Toodyay artist
Margot Watkins of “memory loss” for
claiming she had stood under the trees as a
young girl despite an arborist’s report that
the trees were 50-60 years old.
The council’s code of conduct says “we
will conduct our business respectfully,
courteously and fairly – we will refrain from
any form of conduct which may cause any
reasonable person unwarranted offence or
embarrassment”.
With less than a year to the next council
elections in October 2017, some councillors
must surely be scratching their heads and
wondering if they can last that long.

3.5kw
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Herald photographer Gary Walton scooped
the pool at this year’s Toodyay Show,
winning five first, six second prizes and one
highly commended. Congratulations Gary.

TOODYAY
EMU FARM

Walk amongst “Free Range Emus”
in natural bushland
• Guided Tours
• Emu Products Shop
• Dining Area
• Tea and Coffee
• Ice Cream and Cool Drinks
• Toilets
• Ample Parking
Coach and School Groups by Appointment

Open Daily 10AM – 4PM
Phone 9574 1415

7.0kw

8.0kw
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Ageing Toodyay like York, Nannup, Denmark

Frank Panizza*
I CANNOT claim to have any expertise in
providing services for aged people but my
years of involvement in local government
and recent experience with care requirements
for my elderly mother enable me to at least
share my observations on the topic.
I grew up on a farm at Southern Cross where
many families have lived for generations, in
my case three.
The town of Southern Cross has aged-care
facilities for residents, most of whom have
lived in the district all their lives.
There are good levels of services and
support, and transport is usually provided
by family members or local volunteers.
I moved to Toodyay 18 years ago and soon
found it very different here.
The most striking difference is the large
number of people who have moved to
Toodyay to retire, to get away from the hectic
life in Perth or just want to live in a peaceful
rural setting.
Such people need more health care and
other services as they grow older but many
Toodyay residents do not have family
support near them.
The high concentration of retirees or people
near retirement age in our shire is not a
phenomenon unique to Toodyay.
Several other rural and coastal towns are
also drawcards for people aged 55 or older.
York, Nannup and Denmark are other
places with a similar demographic to ours
and face the same demand for aged services
as we do in Toodyay.
The first place that services are sought
is usually local government, which puts
financial pressure on country councils to
provide such services.
It is a cost most city councils don’t
face because aged-care services in the
metropolitan area are mostly provided by
other sources.
This is really the crux of the issue.
The ability of local government to meet
the needs of its residents has a direct effect
on their well-being.
Many retirees and pensioners have fixed
incomes, which makes it difficult for local
government to increase rates income to
provide such services.

Our Ask the Experts page offers an opportunity each month for
Herald readers to ask questions about what really matters to them in
our community. It’s an opportunity to exchange views and express
opinions, discuss ideas and openly discuss all areas of public policy.
This month’s question is: What is the future for people of or nearing
retirement age in Toodyay and surrounding districts, and how can their
needs best be addressed as they grow older?
The Toodyay Herald invites your participation.
The solution really lies with the upper
levels of government.
During my time in local government I
made suggestions that towns with a high
concentration of ‘baby boomers’ should be
treated differently from a macro planning
level.
When a certain demographic settles in
a town, it puts the provision of adequate
services for the aged beyond the capacity of
local government to provide them.
State and Federal Governments must assist.
How this can be achieved in the current
political climate, I don’t know.
As a community we need to get behind
our local government and pursue a better
deal from State and Federal Governments
for communities like ours.
*Frank Panizza is a leading Nunile farmer
and was formerly a Toodyay shire councillor,
shire audit committee chair and practising
accountant.
Judy Hogben, President
Council on the Ageing WA
AS PRESIDENT of Council on the Ageing
WA, I am honoured to have been invited to
comment on this month’s topic.
I applaud the Shire of Toodyay in having
the foresight to consult their local seniors and
undertake age-friendly planning, particularly
as the number of seniors in the district is set
to rise quite dramatically in the next 10 years.
Research tells us that seniors are keen to
‘age in place’.
In other words, they want to remain in their
homes, neighbourhoods and communities
which are familiar to them.
This is all very well if you own a home or
have secure tenure in a rental property.

It is not so easy if a senior or their spouse
experiences health issues and they require
specialised services.
This can be a catastrophic event for
people who may be forced to leave their
communities, or for spouses who are forced
to separate so they can receive the care they
need.
So what are the solutions?
Age-friendly plans are really friendly for
people of all ages – what young mum doesn’t
appreciate having even footpaths when
pushing a stroller.
By being conscious of seniors’ needs, local
governments and other providers can develop
a range of services and resources to enable
most seniors to stay in their communities
where they are more likely to thrive.
The Toodyay plan outlines important
options to improve the life of local seniors.
Ensuring that health services are available
locally is imperative.
The other aspect is for seniors to take
preventative action.
Remaining physically active and eating well
are good general health tips for everybody
but have a dramatic impact on the quality of
life and wellbeing for seniors.
Having a good financial plan will help
seniors make informed decisions about
housing, the pension and ensuring you
make the full use of the concession that are
available.
And if you can, start planning as early as
you are able.
Stay informed about the changes in the
aged-care sector and seek advice before you
make major decisions.
Last but not least, seniors need to stay in
contact with other people as it helps combat
loneliness and depression.
Local government and other communitybased services must provide opportunities
to keep people engaged and connected with
each other.
Volunteering is a great way to meet other
people, feel a sense of self-worth and a great
way to give back to the community.
Tim Shackleton, Chair
Wheatbelt Development Commission
SINCE 2012, the Wheatbelt Development
Commission has been working with local
governments in the Wheatbelt on strategies

to enable older people to age well in their
communities.
The Wheatbelt Aged Support and Care
Solutions report released in 2014 identified
practical ways to assist people to live
longer and healthier lives in Wheatbelt
communities.
The report focuses on four key elements:
creating age-friendly communities;
developing age-appropriate housing;
facilitating the delivery of home care and
support and, supporting access to residential
aged care.
The ageing population trend in Toodyay
coupled with the lifestyle benefits of a
small community located close to the Perth
metropolitan area is driving an increase in
the number of older people calling Toodyay
home.
Toodyay’s strong sense of community,
relaxed lifestyle and access to specialist
health and aged-care services within 30
minutes’ drive (in Northam) makes it an
attractive place for people to live in their
retirement years.
The Australian Government’s current agedcare policy emphasises the role of homebased care as an alternative to residential
care for many people – only nine per cent of
Australians older than 75 currently use aged
care.
This policy direction has seen local
governments across the Wheatbelt
committing to planning and initiatives to
ensure their communities are ‘age-friendly’.
The Shire of Toodyay’s Age Friendly
Community Plan is an important step towards
ensuring that the community is able to
provide a safe and inclusive environment for
older people.
The plan sets a framework for projects that
enable people to remain more independent
and feel more included in the community.
The local shire is also currently working with
the Wheatbelt Development Commission to
identify opportunities for the provision of
age-appropriate housing.
Housing plays a crucial role in the decisions
of people to remain living independently.
Access to well-designed, independent
living units that are located close to essential
services can significantly improve an
individual’s independence as their care needs
change.
With the full range of community aged-care
options available today, we foresee a future
where older people in rural WA are routinely
receiving up to and including nursing home
levels of care in their homes.
Through advocacy and support, the
Wheatbelt Development Commission
continues to assist local governments to
implement aged-care initiatives that promote
healthy ageing in communities.
For more information about the Wheatbelt
Development Commission’s work in agedcare please visit wheatbelt.wa.gov.au.

letters
From Page 4.

Titanium shares boosted
THIS IS TO say thanks to all the people
who helped me when I fractured three
healthy bones in my leg.
They include: Dr Matt Archer and his
team at Northam Hospital for all the lifesaving treatment; the two orthopaedic
surgeons at Royal Perth Hospital; the team
for cleaning the compound fracture to
prevent infection in the bones and, the team
who put the broken bones back together,
screwed them in place and helped boost
the price of titanium shares.
Where do I start with the long list of other
helpers?
Anne and Paul Purcer, Betty Doyle,
Alison and Brian Godfrey, Caroline at
Makit, Edith and Debbie, Angie and
Mike, Primrose Allen, Dave and Viv
Street, Andrew and Edna Carr, Jenny and
Rebecca Ferguson and Clara Watson at the
Commonwealth Bank.
Each and every one deserves a halo.
And to all who fetched and carried for
me for days on end, thank you.
Brigid Giannasi,
Toodyay

Spoonful of memories
IMAGINE MY DELIGHT when I got The
Toodyay Herald last month and saw the
photo of Mr and Mrs Ferguson on Page 4.
I was a little girl when Tommy and Tottie
rode the same trap with the same horse to
our house to enable my father – Wesley

‘Wowser’ James, the only practising
blacksmith left in Toodyay in the 1950s –
to shoe the horse in the gutter in front of
our house.
Before we moved to Henry Street, the
blacksmith’s shop operated at the back of
my Nana and Grandad James’s house, next
door to the Newcastle Hotel.
The Fergusons would come and Dad
would send me to my mother to get a
spoonful of dripping for my father to help
slide the nails into the horse’s hooves
before hammering them in.
I would stand there holding the spoonful
of dripping for him.
I can remember it as if it was yesterday,
let alone nearly 70 years ago.
My father would shoe the horse and off
home Mr and Mrs Ferguson would go,
having done their shopping in town.
Jan James
Northam

Farewell and thanks

I WOULD like to say farewell and thank
you to all our friends in Toodyay.
The Friday craft ladies are a wonderful
group as are the Wednesday patch workers
and I have enjoyed their company over the
past 11 years.
The Toodyay Singers have been an
enjoyable experience too, and we will miss
them all.
As we move on we will have our happy
memories with us.
Pat Gaitskell and Steve Williams
Julimar
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Piano, mandola
mix classics and
originals

Visitors hit the trail in pursuit of art

is behind the signature in the corner of the
canvas.
And the artists really enjoyed the interaction
with their visitors and admirers, one even
asking them to vote for their favourite
picture.
Several visitors went home with a new work
of art to hang on the wall so the weekend was
a great success for all concerned.
While this was our last major event for
the year, the members of Arts Toodyay are
already planning for next year and hope to
have a new home base by then.
Our longstanding clubrooms on Duke
Street will soon be put up for sale and the
shire is being very helpful in trying to find
us somewhere new to call ‘home’.
In the meantime our monthly meetings
will continue to be held at 8pm on the first
Tuesday of each month at the Old Police
Station on Duke Street and new members
are always welcome.
Just come along and meet everyone at the
next meeting or contact us at clivesmail@
hotmail.com.

Naomi Millett and Mix Margaret
TOODYAY’s Naomi Millett and Margaret
Jones, from Mundaring, will present a
classical music recital from 2.30pm on
Sunday November 20 in the Toodyay
CWA Hall.
Naomi’s classical guitar solos are drawn
from her vast repertoire of masterworks
covering several centuries.
A seasoned performer on guitar and
mandola, for many years she was also the
voice and driving force behind The Guitar
Show on RTR 92.1 FM community radio.
Naomi is also an examiner for the
Australian Music Examinations Board.
Pianist Margaret will perform music by
Mozart, Felix Mendelssohn, and Bartók,
as well as her own compositions.
Margaret’s family built and ran the
Parkerville Amphitheatre in Hovea.
Shakespearian plays were produced
there so it’s no surprise two of her
compositions are titled Puck at Parkerville
and Rainbows Over Hovea.
While growing up in the amphitheatre
she wrote her first piece, Androgyne
Prophecy, the published sheet music of
which will be available for purchase.
For more information visit website
margaret@mixmargaret.com.
Artist Margot Watkins explains her collection to Colleen Sheehan (right).
Arts Toodyay
Clive Eger

Naomi strums her stuff.

OH WHAT a feeling. Arts Toodyay has just
won the jackpot with our second great art
event in a month.
Over the September long weekend we
brought you our eighth VINO art exhibition
and last weekend it was the second annual
Art Trail that brought out the crowds.

An example of the impact of bauxite mining on bushland.

Bush clearing – the heat is on
Avon and Hills Mining Awareness
Group
Brian Dale
LATE LAST MONTH the Environmental
Protection Authority (EPA) raised concerns
over the amount of bush being bulldozed
across the state and called for an audit to
ensure sites are protected.
The environmental watchdog estimates
that each year from 2001 to 2009 almost
7000ha was cleared – twice the size of Kings
Park.
The authority is concerned about the
cumulative impact in the Perth, Peel,
Wheatbelt and Pilbara regions where clearing
could increase urban-area temperatures by
up to 15 degrees more than temperatures in
surrounding natural landscapes.
Mining seems to be all but exempt from
existing clearing regulations provided that
rehabilitation follows mining.
Locally, both the Felicitas and Fortuna
bauxite resource sites have many thousands
of acres of bushland that will be destroyed
by mining.
Although the effects of clearing may not be
felt straight away, over the 25-plus years that
has been suggested for the mines’ operations,
local weather is almost certain to change due
to the removal of bushland.

It’s curious that the EPA and different
forms of development work together to
supposedly produce the best outcomes for
all concerned yet the environment seems to
be the biggest loser, with humans running a
close second.
Individuals need to stand up to mining
close to our communities or be prepared for
what the future holds.
On another note, a big thank you to the
Toodyay Agricultural Society for another
fantastic show and to all who stopped by to
say hello and sign our new petition against
bulk-commodity mining within 100km of
Perth’s CBD.
The weather was pretty ordinary but the
society managed to pull off yet another great
day.
Yankuang Bauxite Resources was not at
this year’s show but was included on the list
of sponsors.
Make no mistake, mining companies do
not sponsor regional shows to help struggling
agricultural societies, they do it to gain
community support to influence the social
licence required to commence mining.
You can read The West Australian’s EPA
report by Daniel Mercer on our Facebook
page.
Visit us on facebook.com/avonandhills or
our website, ahmag.com.au.

Hundreds of visitors armed themselves
with Art Trail maps and set about visiting
10 local artists at nine different locations in
and around Toodyay.
While most of the visitors were from
Toodyay, some of them came by the busload
from Perth and even as far away as Mandurah
for the event.
Everyone enjoyed the opportunity to get
out and enjoy the beautiful spring weather
but the best part was being able to visit the
artists in their studios and talk to them about
their work.
It is so different from just seeing paintings
on the gallery wall and having no idea who

Clive Eger turns the wheel.
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Petar leaves a practical legacy

Morangup Matters
Danielle Wrench
PETAR DRAZIC, our local Mr Fix-it-and
Make-it, recently retired from the Morangup
Progress Association (MPA) after seven
years’ service.
He joined the association in 2009, was
elected president the same year and was
instrumental in realising many community
initiatives.
The dirt-bike track, skate-park concrete pad
and equipment installation, playground shade
sails and picnic-area fixtures are testimony
to Petar’s drive to complete projects.
It’s fair to say that when you see aluminium
in the hall and grounds, Petar has had a hand
in it.
Apart from the picnic area’s table and
chairs which he made and donated, he made
the trestle tables and stacking frames, BBQ
surround, water-filter cover, chalkboard
frame and repaired the hall’s noticeboard.
Petar, who retired as vice-president,
donated his time, goods and money to the
MPA, which will miss his generous spirit
and energy.
He also worked tirelessly at fundraising
sausage sizzles, Christmas in July celebrations
and busy bees.
The local community and MPA committee
thank Petar for his long service of contributing
so generously to the community.

need the community’s support to rebuild their
home and their lives.
There are a number of ways you can help.
If you have goods that you could donate, they
are most welcome. Contact Ben or Donna on
042 4712 234.
There is also a gofundme fundraising
campaign ‘Ben and Donna’s fund to rebuild’
which aims to raise $20,000. If you are able
to support Ben and Donna, your generosity
will be most welcome. (See page 7.)

Mr Fix-it and Make-it, Petar Drazic.

Minute’s silence salutes sacrifices
RSL Toodyay Sub-branch
Bruce Guthrie
ON THE 11th day of 11th month at 1100
hours the nation will pause for a minute’s
silence to remember the Australian men
and women who paid the supreme sacrifice
during war so we might all live a safe and
secure life in the future.
Toodyay RSL sub-branch will conduct
the 2016 Remembrance Day service at the
Toodyay War Memorial at Anzac Park on
Anzac Avenue Toodyay commencing at
10.45am.
All community members, visitors to

Bolgart celebrates its centenary

Bolgart Community News
Nolene Kaszanski and Serena Syred

McKnoe South house fire

MORANGUP residents, Ben and Donna
Pulfer, recently lost their home to fire and

Bolgart Primary Centenary L-R: Beau Mete, Cheryl Richardson (Martin), Jenni Knowles (Watson),
Michelle Edmonds, Mark Travers, Barry Clarke.

Toodyay and veterans are welcome to attend.
RSL will hold the annual Poppy Day
collection on Friday and Saturday November
4-5. We look forward to seeing you around
town.
The annual Sandakan Scholarship tour
applications will be received up until
November 4.
Check the RSL Toodyay Facebook for
details.
RSL members continue to support veterans
and community with projects around their
homes.
We wish all members who may be unwell,
a speedy recovery.

BOLGART HOSTED a great centenary
celebration on Saturday October 15.
The day started with the primary school
opening its doors to a huge crowd at 2pm.
A‘meet and greet’, climbing wall, face
painting and ice-cream van were part of the
fun day out.
Classrooms were open to view the latest
in technology as the students displayed their
robotics.
Formalities commenced at 2.30pm with a
welcoming speech by P&C president, Nolene
Kaszanski, music presentations by the current
students and an interview by Steph Clarke of
Maureen Chatfield (Clarke) and Brian McGill.
There was a photo display to view and a lot
of catching up to do.
Thank you to the Bolgart CWA ladies for the
lovely Devonshire tea.
Thank you to the sponsors: Shire of Victoria
Plains, Bolgart Progress Association, Water
Corporation and the Road Safety Commission.
From the school, the crowd then moved on
to the Bolgart Hotel celebrations.
The large crowd partied until the early hours
with local entertainer Adrian Stervaggi and
previous publicans .
Congratulations to Matthew and Megan
Syred on the arrival of their new daughter Paige
Olivia, a sister for Zoe and Amy and seventh
grandchild to Phil and Serena.
Tristan Clarke, a former student from Bolgart
Primary School, was presented with the Rotary
Citizenship Award and his younger brother
Regan (also a former primary school student)
was awarded the Year 10 metalwork and Year
10 woodwork prize.
Ladies’ bowls pennants started on Tuesday
October 4 with a 0-4 loss to York Blue.
A double-header was held at York on Tuesday
October 18 with the first game resulting in a

loss to Goomalling Blue 0-4, and the second
game against Northam Red was a win 4-0.
The game played on Tuesday 25th against
Beverley resulted in a 0-4 loss.
Men’s bowls pennants started on Friday
October 14 against Northam, resulting in a loss
0-4.
The game played October 22 against York
ended in a loss 0-4.
The opening of the bowls season took place
on Sunday October 23 playing for the A & D
Edmonds trophy.
Winners on the day were Dale McGill and
Neville Clarke with runners-up Pam Meston,
Glenn McGill and Adrian Edmonds.
A BBQ dinner was enjoyed by all.

Thank you Toodyay
Toodyay YouthCARE Council
(Chaplaincy)
Vivienne Freeman, Secretary
ABOUT 40 people recently attended a morning
tea at Toodyay District High School to thank
supporters of the Chaplaincy.
Once again, we were treated to some great
food, served and prepared by the school
‘Yummy Chummy’ students.
We welcomed new principal Grant Brown
who joined us for the morning tea.
Representatives from the local Anglican,
Baptist, Catholic and Uniting churches are
currently members of the council.
We meet each month to discuss how we might
serve and support our school chaplain.
If you would like information about becoming
a member please contact Max Heath on
9574 2069 or Brad Middleton on 0400 593 331.
Our final YouthCARE raffle for the year will
be run Friday to Saturday, November 25-26.
Again, we thank our generous Toodyay
community for their kind support.
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Knackered, the
knitters click on
regardless
Knitters & Natters Coffee Club
Alison Wroth
GRIM WAS the membership quota as the
two of us smirked at each other.
We were the only two who had arrived
at 9am for our Knitters club post Toodyay
show and even Pamela and I had made
extreme efforts to get there.
I was flying out to Port Hedland that
afternoon and Pamela was due at work in a
few hours so the hour or two we had to knit
we thought we had better make beneficial.
First, coffee was ordered. Bec virtually
knows our order off by heart now and
bought it steaming to the table in quick
time.
Needles were soon clicking, Pamela
working on her stunning scarf and I was
plodding along on my cowl.
We hadn’t had time to work on our
projects since the last ‘club meeting’
before the show, so little had been achieved
on either piece.
I wasn’t expecting any more knitters or
natterers and Pamela and I were enjoying
the morning and even getting a few rows
completed.
Suddenly, out the blue (and she was
wearing blue as well), Gail arrived with
knitting bag in tow carrying knitting
patterns and her usual socks project.
After introductions, everything was
grand, we were sorting a few of the classes
in the knitting schedule, discussing the
new knitting square idea for the Ag.
Society’s charity rug next year and I was
receiving my first ever knitting instruction
on socks.
This is what can happen at the Knitters
& Natters. Anyone can turn up to change
your day, beginner or experienced.
The next time the third Wednesday in the
month rolls around, and you don’t have
anything to do, come along to the Cola
Café to knit and natter from 9am to noon.
Knitting is so relaxing for the mind and
the soul.

Historical scribes delve into Avon Valley past
Toodyay Historical Society
Robyn Taylor, President
HISTORY and heritage are important
tourism drawcards for our region and we are
fortunate Toodyay has plenty to offer.
We are also lucky to have some passionate
researchers who like to delve into sources of
information and share what they find with the
rest of us.
Three members of our society have been
achieving a lot lately and we are pleased to
announce the latest publication by member
Alison Cromb.
At our end-of-year party this month we will
launch The Road to Toodyay in which Alison
investigates the early years of discovery,
exploration and surveying of Toodyay and
the Avon Valley.
According to Alison, a number of
popularly-held beliefs are now revealed as
being not quite so.
She also explores issues which arose
with the Aboriginal people of that time,
the development of Toodyay Road and its
wayside inns, and West Toodyay’s early
years.
Places of interest along Toodyay Road,
which can still be seen and visited today, are

AS WE WARM up to summer and get stuck
into outside jobs that have sat on the back
burner over winter, this quick and easy dish
will keep you going after lunch.
All the simple and cheap ingredients
used in this month’s recipe are available
from Sona and Harry Toutikian’s extensive
organic farm in Morangup.

also covered by Alison.
The book contains nearly 150 maps, plans
and photographs, and will be selling for $37
with a discount for society members.
In 2010 Alison self-published The History
of the Toodyay Convict Depot. A Tale of the
Convict Era of Western Australia.
This in-depth study was the product of
many years of research and has become a
standard text on the subject.

Optimistic outlook adds seven years
Probus Club of Toodyay
Joan Bath, Vice-President
WHEN IT comes to ageing well, a positive
attitude is everything.
A Yale University study found that people
aged over 50 who were upbeat about getting
older lived more than seven years longer than
their pessimistic peers.
Doing things that give you purpose is the
key to relishing life at any age according to
the Probus magazine Active Retirees.
It has been a quieter month for Probus,
but by the time this edition hits the streets
we will have enjoyed a tour of Wyening
Mission followed by lunch at the Trees Café
in Bolgart.
Unfortunately, police duties prevented
our guest speaker, Sgt Warren Conder from
addressing the October meeting. In his place,
we had an impromptu members’ yarning
session.

Biodynamic broad beans make
a speedy summer dish

A Taste of Toodyay
A Culinary Correspondent

Restoration of Donegan’s Cottage, June
1996. Society members are removing a leanto and overgrown bushes at the rear of the
cottage. (Photo: Toodyay Historical Society
Archives).

The family-run biodynamic farm is a
labour-intensive venture which produces
organically certified flavoursome produce.
While the Toutikians and their workers do
the hard graft, customers can log on to their
website and pre-order a dizzying array of
fruits and vegetables.
The fresh pick is updated weekly and when
we last looked, there were no less than 27
varieties on offer.
Give them a call or order and buy online
and your super-fresh selections will be ready
to pick up at the farm gate.
Sona’s Farmer’s Lunch is a robust and
delicious, quick meal using local, sustainably
grown ingredients – and that includes the
eggs and olive oil.
Farmer’s Lunch
Serves one hungry worker.
Ingredients
250g young broad beans
4 small cloves garlic (crushed)
1 onion (or leek) when in season.
4-5tbsp olive oil
2 eggs
Salt, pepper, turmeric optional.
Method
Use the entire bean. Top and tail the beans
and remove the thread from the pod casing.
Cut each segment housing the individual
beans.
In a saucepan or frypan, sauté the garlic
with the roughly chopped onion (or leek) in
4-5tbsp oil for a few minutes.
Add the beans to the garlic and onion (or
leek) and lower the heat and cover pan.
Steam for 20 minutes or until beans are
tender. Stir occasionally.
Crack two eggs on top of beans and cook
until eggs are set.
Season, remove from heat, add shaved
parmesan if desired and serve with salad and
bread. Roasted cherry tomatoes optional.
Next month The Herald will dig into the
background of the Toutikian’s biodynamic
farm.

The theme was loosely based on Australian
outback road conditions, particularly after
rain.
Stories ranged from good-humoured tales
of holiday woes due to weather and road
conditions to growing up in the very early
days at Pinjarra and using horses to pull
vehicles to the local dance.
The crown was the tale of the shearers’
cook – he was sacked, but had to keep
working for three weeks before he could
leave as rain had closed all roads. His
revenge – lacing the apple pie of his final
meal with Epsom salts.
Our next meeting is at 7pm on November 8
at the Freemasons Hotel. The guest speaker
will be author, Linda Moore. New members
and guests are welcome.
Anyone interested in joining Probus please
contact president Peter Healy on 9574 4778
or for membership ring John Smart on
9574 2339. See you there.

Beth Frayne is well-known for her research
that results in a number of invaluable
resource documents such as her chronologies,
booklets and articles published in the Herald
and our newsletter Duidgeeana.
Beth’s latest illustrated booklet 100 Years
Ago in Toodyay was available at the Toodyay
Agricultural Show and proved very popular.
The booklet is about how the Toodyay
community was faring during the war years
with a particular focus on the 1916 Toodyay
Show.
The booklet, selling for just $4, is wellillustrated with great photos. Copies are
available from the society.
Another recent publication is The Daveys
of the Avon Region by Murray Davey.
Murray and his cousin Ian Rumble came
to Toodyay last month to talk to us about the
book and his family connections with the
region including Thomas Davey who built
the Freemason’s Hotel and other buildings
in Toodyay and York.
For the Toodyay Show, member Jenny
Edgecombe focused on preparing excellent
displays on the Donegan family at our
Donegan’s Cottage headquarters in the
showgrounds.
We had a good number of people coming
through the cottage on the day and it was
pleasing to find a number of them from far
afield had Toodyay connections.
Our next general meeting: 7pm Wednesday
November 16 at Donegan’s Cottage in the
showgrounds.
Our feature speaker will be Colin
Yandell talking about his prize-winning
models, a Brooke Bond London van and a
Hermaphrodite wagon. Visitors welcome.
Our end-of-year function will be a
sundowner at the Old Gaol Museum on
Sunday November 27 at 6pm.
Hopefully the newly refurbished Old
Wicklow Shearing Shed will be available, if
not, we will gather in the museum courtyard.
For more information contact Desraé
Clarke, at secretary2j.ths@gmail.com;
Robyn Taylor, rdtaylor@iinet.net.au, 9574
2578, or Beth Frayne 9574 5971, toobide4@
iinet.net.au.
Donegan’s Cottage (in the showgrounds)
is open every Thursday from1-3pm. Postal
address: PO Box 32, Toodyay WA 6566.
Membership: fantastic value at $10 a year.
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