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A GLORIOUS spring day and a full 
program of attractions – including WA 
former world champion boxer Danny 
Green – drew a large crowd that helped 
raised $22,000 for last month’s Toodyay 
District High School Parents’ & Citizens’ 
Association fete.

Lucky dip with a difference at Toodyay District High School’s P&C spring fete. 

Green Machine, gloop help raise $22,000

Info bay delay riles traders
Michael Sinclair-Jones

A LAST-DITCH attempt by Toodyay Shire 
Council to salvage what’s left of a bumper 
tourism season for local out-of-town traders 
has angered business owners who say they 
weren’t consulted and seem likely to still 
miss out this month.
 Their complaints centre on unexplained 
shire delays in completing a $35,000 visitor 
information bay at Toodyay’s busy southern 
entry which for four months has stood empty 
with no tourist information.
 Some local traders are also upset that  their 
attempts to advertise in Toodyay’s main 
street were thwarted by having their signs 
banned or repeatedly confiscated under strict 
shire heritage planning rules.
 “You may as well beat your head against a 
brick wall dealing with this council,” Duck 
Duck Goose restaurant, ice creamery and 
Julimar bed-and-breakfast owner Gary Smith 
said last month.
 Although the shire’s new visitor information 
bay was ready in early June, its panels  
remained empty for four months, prompting 
struggling local traders to claim they missed 
out on the best wildflower season in decades 
and got little financial benefit from major 
tourist drawcards such as this year’s Fibre 
Festival, Avon Descent and International 
Food Fair, Targa West Rally, Avon Valley 
Writers’ Festival and Toodyay Picnic Races.
 A shire report suggests it is unlikely that the 
empty panels will be filled in time even for 
the final big event on this year’s local tourist 
calendar, the October 8 Toodyay Show.
 In ‘urgent business’ not listed in last 
month’s shire agenda, Cr Paula Greenway 
called for an amnesty for “temporary 
directional signs for local businesses”.
 Cr Greenway, who owns an out-of-town 
tourist accommodation and art pottery 
business and did not disclose her business 
interest before speaking and voting, said the 
temporary amnesty should apply until the 
visitor information bay is completed.
 However Cr Sally Craddock said the 
motion was “muddled and incoherent” and 
she would vote against it.
 After two amendments – one of which Shire 
President David Dow objected to and later 
ruled out of order – the council voted 8-1 to 
grant the amnesty for an unspecified period 
and agreed that the “size and placement of 
signs be subject to Shire CEO approval”.
 There was no discussion of what the signs 
should look like or where they can go but 
Cr David Dow said he had faith in the CEO 
“to use their discretion correctly – it’s on the 
CEO’s head”.
 When contacted by The Herald four days 
later, the Toodyay Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry said it knew nothing about the 
council decision.
 “I’m a little irritated they didn’t tell us,” 
chamber president Mark Dimmit said.
 “Our members are annoyed the shire’s new 
visitor information bay has taken so long to 
complete – I don’t understand the delay.”
 Mr Smith said he had got permission from 
the Toodyay Garden and Outdoor Centre 
to advertise his Julimar restaurant on the 
garden centre fence in Stirling Terrace but 
the shire refused it because his restaurant 
was in another location.
 Continued Page 3 and Bat in the Belfry 
Page 9.

LOCAL WA Nationals MP Shane Love is 
backing local residents who want to save 
two mature lemon-scented gums in Anzac 
Memorial Park that the Toodyay Shire 
Council wants to cut down.
 Mr Love, a former Dandaragan shire 
president and councillor , said he had “made 
it clear to the Shire of Toodyay he was very 
concerned about the removal of the trees”.
 In late ‘urgent business’ not listed in the 
shire’s July meeting agenda, councillors 
decided 8-1 to cut down the trees – with Cr 
Sally Craddock against – to make more room 
for trucks on the town’s temporary heavy-
haulage bypass at the corner of Anzac Parade 
and Clinton Street.
 “I know we’ll cop flak for this but we’re 
ready for it,” Toodyay Shire President David 
Dow said at the time.
 The bypass through the oldest part of 
Toodyay’s heritage precinct has five sharp 
right-angled bends that force heavy vehicles 

and trailers onto the wrong side of the road, 
prompting some truck drivers to ignore it 
(pictured left) and drive straight through the 
town’s busy main thoroughfare.
 “Some members of the Toodyay community 
have a heartfelt desire to see the trees remain 
in place,” Mr Love said.
 “I have written to relevant State Ministers 
in an effort to ascertain why the removal of 
the trees has been foreshadowed and explore 
what alternatives there may be.”
 The Shire of Toodyay is also understood 
to have written to State Ministers after its 
decision, first revealed in The Toodyay 
Herald in August, sparked a public outcry 
and confrontation with local police when 
tree loppers arrived with chainsaws.
 Continued Page 3.

Local MP ‘very concerned’ at 
shire plan to axe Anzac trees

Legal battles hang in limbo 
LEGAL ACTION costing hundreds of 
thousands of dollars against two former 
Toodyay civic leaders appears to be at a 
stalemate after 2½ years of litigation.
 Former shire CEO Graham Merrick said 
last month he had heard nothing from 
lawyers after the Shire of Toodyay rejected 
his offer in June to settle the dispute.
 Continued Page 6.

Heavy trailer straddles busy Stirling Terrace. 

 A pair of new boxing gloves auctioned by 
local 2002 Big Brother star Nathan Martin 
and signed by “The Green Machine” raised 
more than $1000.
 Here two boys (pictured above) try their 
luck in a green gloop lucky dip.
 More pictures, full story Page 14.
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THANK YOU

Ol’ Blind Joe
Hot potato with jalapeno chillies

Stirling Hamilton

I LEFT QUEENSLAND in 1979 with five 
bucks in my kick and a notion to spend my 
21st on the Stirling Ranges south of Perth.
 I hitchhiked into the unknown and damn, I 
got fed and a bed every night and met some 
of the loveliest people I’ve ever had the 
pleasure to meet.
 The first thing that rattled my mind on the 
way over here was when these blokes after 
driving awhile into the Nullarbor desert 
chucked a left and the next minute I was 
looking down a huge cliff with an ocean 
attached to it.
 I jagged it though and got over here in 
Spring and walked into a wonderland of 
wildflowers carpeting the bush everywhere 
I went.
 The Stirling Ranges were sprinkled with 
a kaleidoscope of colours dripping from the 
shrubbery with not a tree in sight, much like 
the Nullarbor, (meaning no trees).
 It’s one of the richest areas for flora in the 
world with more than 1500 plant species, 87 
of which are found nowhere else.
 That’s more than a third of the known flora 
of WA’s South-West, and more species of 
wildflowers than in the entire British Isles.
 Nearly 150 bird species have been sighted 
in the park, including the western rosella, 
red-capped parrot, golden whistler, splendid 
wren, wedge-tailed eagle and western 
spinebill.
 Mount Rugged (now called Bluff Knoll), 
is recognised internationally as one of the 
world’s top 34 hotspots for biodiversity and 
is on the National Heritage List.
 Sadly, the soil-borne water mould 
Phytophthora cinnamomi (dieback) has 
rendered unique vegetation on the peaks of 
the Stirling Ranges in the Great Southern to 
the point of being critically endangered.
 It’s different country from what I was used 
to in Springbrook, a mountain in the Gold 
Coast hinterland covered in subtropical 
rainforest with cliffs, waterfalls and forest 
walks literally in my backyard.
 I can’t remember ever putting out a fire up 
there in the clouds because you had to dry 
the wood for the evening when you got back 
home, so ya left the embers smokin’.
 I first lobbed locally here in ’96 when some 
bloke gave me a shard of Toodyay Stone and 
‘lo and behold’, I’ve been stuck up here in 
the hills ever since.
 I moved onto Ol’ man Dazzy’s place and 
he damn near had a coronary when I lit an 
outdoor fire down the back of his place on 
Lovers Lane in November.
 Fair dinkum, he was carrying on like an 
orangutan that had sat on a campfire and had 
just got a whiff and realized how bad things 
were burning off downstairs.
 I discovered gas cooking and discretion 

while developing a healthy respect for this 
here countryside.
 Being a stonemason and working outdoors 
I soon noticed a subtle change in the climate 
since my ’70s visit and felt the sun burning 
into my skin in a more intense manner.
 I chatted with these old blokes who agreed 
and there was some mention made of this 
hole in the ozone layer that sits above south-
west WA.
 It’s still there of course, but thank goodness 
our Federal government in its wisdom has 
gutted the CSIRO and made sure that none 
of that stuff will ever be investigated by 
scientists or we might have to face up to the 
uncomfortable facts.
 Lately, I’ve been living in a tin shed 
with three walls and no fire, so I feel well-
qualified to comment on our recent winter 
conditions.
 It’s been bloody cold and wet and the plant 
kingdom has been behaving most oddly with 
grapes getting frisky a month early and other 
plants succumbing to dieback in the moist 
conditions.
 I went out and saw a mate of mine who I 
call, ‘the old man living under a tree’.
 He reminds me sometimes of my favourite 
Greek philosopher, Diogenes the Cynic, who 
made a virtue of poverty by begging for a 
living and sleeping in a large ceramic jar in 
the marketplace.
 But the guy was no slouch – he gave Plato 
grief, publicly mocked Alexander the Great 
and gave Athens society a critique they 
couldn’t escape.
 My mate’s an ex-professional boxer who 
turned hippie some 30 years ago and him 
and his dad have planted thousands of trees 
on their property.
 It’s like the botanic gardens in places with 
rows of 30-foot (nine-metre) high trees 
striding across the landscape.
 After all these years sitting under a tree 
with no electricity he is kinda attuned to the 
breathing of the planet.
 Well, he was cussing and carrying on like a 
pork chop and wanted to know who the hell 
had stolen spring.
 I had to agree and as I’m at the bottom of 
the valley next to a river it’s easier for me 
to count the days I woke up and haven’t had 
ice on my beard and ute than otherwise.
 Sure as god made little green apples, 
summer will have no trouble filling that 
empty space and I’m reliably informed that 
its ferocity this season will be hot potato with 
jalapeno chillies.
 On the bright side of the road there’s been 
some glorious days and the wildflowers are 
going gangbusters.
 Dams are full, rivers flowing and vast green 
fields are swaying in the breeze.
 He has the most who is most content with 
the least –  Diogenes (412-323BC).

THE TOODYAY HERALD believes in a 
free, open and democratic society with 
informed discussion of local issues.
 We believe our community should be 
able to exchange views, express opinions, 
discuss ideas and have an opportunity to 
openly assess all areas of public policy.
 A key ingredient  is  community 
engagement, and we believe your local 
independent not-for-profit newspaper can 
play a role to help make it happen.
 Often there are no simple answers to 
complex questions, and finding the right 
balance can be hard.

Your chance to ‘Ask the Experts’
 Fortunately we have many highly 
qualified people in our community with 
experience in a broad range of fields, and 
in this edition we have started picking their 
brains on your behalf (see Page 11).
 Please continue to tell us what really 
matters to you so we can find the right 
experts to explain what it all means.
 You are invited to ask us to examine any 
local topic you think is worthy of informed 
public discussion by sending your ideas to 
feedback@toodyayherald.com.au.
 We look forward to hearing more from 
you in the weeks ahead.

Offi ce hours are from 9am - noon on highlighted days in November 2016. 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

October 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19
Advert deadline

20 21 22

23 24
Story deadline

25 26 27 28 29
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Misty Ridge Plant FarmMisty Ridge Plant FarmMisty Ridge Plant FarmMisty Ridge Plant Farm    

WHOLESALE TO THE PUBLIC 

16 Brown Road, Wundowie 
Specialising in Australian Flowering and Climate Nave Plants 

HUGE SELECTION OF NATIVE VARIETIES AND SIZES, INCLUDING LARGE RANGE OF  
CLIMATE NATIVE PROTEAS. 

ALL PLANTS GROWN ON SITE WITH EXPERT ADVICE. 
GREVILLEAS STARTING AS LOW AS $3.00ea (while stocks last) 

OPEN: MON — FRI 9:30AM — 2:15PM 
  SAT,SUN, PUB HOL  8:30AM — 4:30PM 

www.mistyridgeplanarm.com 
Ph: 08 9572 7145              Mob: 0427 387 686 

By Ieva Tomsons

IF ANYONE can claim to have put Bolgart 
on the map, it’s Doris Martin (75).
 In 1999 the gutsy grandmother rallied 
the town to build its own belltower to rival 
the $5.5 million construction of Perth’s 
controversial Swan Bells Belltower.
 What started as a tongue-in-cheek letter 
to The West Australian with Doris linking 
her surname and adjacent fields to Bolgart 
hosting the St Martin-in-the-Fields bells, 
struck a chord with the then opposition Labor 
Party and all who opposed the belltower 
project.
 Bolgart, like many regional towns at the 
time, was dying and Doris used her proposal 
to build a local belltower to highlight the lack 
of funding for country towns.
 As The Herald’s Bolgart correspondent for 
16 years, Doris commented in her May 1999 
column that “spending massive amounts of 
money on an (unwanted) belltower came 
at the expense of small rural communities 
desperately in need of help”.
 Visiting community and economic 
development consultant, Peter Kenyon, 
thought it was a great idea and spurred 
Doris on to obtain the necessary planning 
approvals.
 It was game on. Doris wrote to 117 State 
and Federal politicians asking each for $10 
or more; a third coughed up nearly $1300 
and with a further $377 in private donations 
the project was up and running.
 Doris utilised The West Australian’s ‘Can 
You Help’ column to secure the $1000 
bronze bell and plaque which was made by 
Welshpool foundry A J Priest & Co. “I’ve 
often wondered whether it was the Labor 
Party behind that donation,” said Doris.
 The foundry has long-since changed hands 
and both company head Bert Priest and son 
Laurie have died, so The Herald and its 
readers are none the wiser on that score.
 What we do know, however, is that the 

How ‘Mad’ Doris won battle of the belltowers
Bolgart bell was the very last bell that Bert 
made and it still chimes very sweetly.
 The self-confessed non-conformist’s plan 
to build the tower from a windmill frame, 
moss rocks and recycled water-heater copper 
sent the bush telegraph into overdrive.
 “She’s bloody mad and it’ll never happen,” 
was a common comment heard throughout 
the district.
 But the locals got behind Doris’ grand 
scheme, donating everything from their time 
and skills to the cement, lime, rocks and 
windmill to house the single bell.
 A core group of ten built the belltower over 
nine Sundays and Doris’ dream to “ring in 
the new millennium” was realised.
 WA Premier Richard Court’s millennium 
belltower project had been pipped at the 
post and was just starting construction as the 
Bolgart tower was being finalised.
 From concept to completion the local 
structure took just ten months.
 In conceding defeat in ‘the battle of the 
belltowers’, Premier Court agreed to unveil 
the Bolgart landmark on 21 November 1999 
and invited Doris to participate in the Swan 
Bells opening which just scraped in as a 
‘millenium project’ on 10 December 2000.
 The Bolgart belltower is a great example 
of thinking outside the square to raise the 
profile of small rural communities that battle 
to secure funding for infrastructure that is par 
for course in the city.
 Imagine if Doris had taken on current WA 
Premier Colin Barnett in a ‘contest for the 
quay’? It’s odds-on that Bolgart (Bullgert in 
Aboriginal, meaning place of water) would 
have won. Doris behind the wheel of D90 
excavator is not for the faint-hearted.
 On Saturday October 15 Bolgart will 
celebrate the centenaries of the primary 
school and hotel (see Page 13 for details).
 It’s a good opportunity to visit this small 
town and to ring the bell which is now a big 
part of Bolgart’s history and you might even 
meet the indomitable Doris. Veteran Bolgart belle Doris Martin ran rings around former Premier Richard Court.

Blank information bay greets 
bumper tourist season

and elsewhere because the shire won’t allow 
them to advertise.
 “When you travel down south, you see 
signs everywhere geared to tourism, which 
is what we need in Toodyay,” Mr Smith said.
 Cr David Dow declined to comment.
 He said all Herald questions had to 
conform to council guidelines for public 
question time and could be asked at the next 
council meeting on October 25 so that the 
answers could be “bound and stored in a 
stable and safe environment” as a permanent 
record “for the benefit of all residents and 
ratepayers”.
Bat in the Belfry, Page 9.

Continued from Page 1.
THE TOODYAY RSL said axing the 
trees “would mortify the families of dead 
servicemen”.
 The council decided 8-1 in August – with 
Cr Craddock again against – to defer axing 
the trees pending an arborist report and Main 
Road WA assessment.
 Cr David Dow said “the decision doesn’t 
mean the trees won’t be cut down”.
 Mr Love told the shire last month “I am 
very happy to work with you in regard to 
the bypass but also point out the heartfelt 
concern that some of my constituents have 
for the Anzac Memorial Park.
 “It is encouraging that you have recognised 
the sensitivities of this matter,” Mr Love said.
 “I trust that as part of the cooperative 
approach to working towards developing 
a bypass, the Shire of Toodyay will do its 
utmost to protect and enhance the park, 
including the magnificent gum trees that line 
the street.”

Traders say the lack of information has cost them dearly in this year’s bumper tourist season.

MP defends Anzac trees

Continued from Page 1
MR SMITH SAID he knew nothing about 
last month’s shire amnesty for “directional 
signs”, which the shire also failed to 
advertise in ‘our shire news’ in the centre of 
this month’s Herald.
 “Everything this shire does seems to be 
done in secret,” Mr Smith said.
 “The visitor information bay has been 
handled terribly.
 “I heard the delay is because they can’t get 
a sign writer to finish the job quickly after 
changing their minds about how to do it.
 “Nobody at the shire seems to want to talk 
about it.
 “We can’t get any information from council 
about their new planning policy – which 
includes advertising signs – and we still don’t 
know what they are doing.
 “I’d like to see a total review with business 
involvement.
 “Every weekend, hundreds of visitors 
arrive in town who know nothing about the 
many tourist attractions on the Julimar strip 

Locos stoked to celebrate 
20 years on the rails

Toodyay Miniature Railway
June Eastwood, Secretary

THE WEATHER for our 20th Anniversary 
weekend last month was everything we could 
have hoped for and the event a resounding 
success.
 However it did not start that way because 
the 50 chairs we had ordered with the 
marquee had been left behind.
 Luckily a rushed delivery had them in place 
before the 1.30pm start.
 On Saturday representatives of the five 
visiting clubs ranging from Geraldton 
to Katanning, our original sponsors and 
interested locals were welcomed.
 A quick timeline was read and then it was 
all aboard as guests were taken around to 
catch up with new additions, followed by a 
tasty afternoon tea and the cutting of a huge 
cake.
 Of course the cake was decorated as a toy 
steamer one end and Percy, green engine No 
6, a wagon and Benny the dog at the other.
 June had found a small brown and white 
toy dog which Graham repainted all white.
 Continued Page 12. June Eastwood, Graham Mills cut the cake.



Page 4 THE TOODYAY HERALD  October 2016  

More Letters Page 12.

The Toodyay Herald invites you to have your say in our letters page. Please email your 
correspondence to news@toodyayherald.com.au with your full name, address and phone 
number. Letters that are short, sharp and to the point about topical local issues are 
preferred. The Herald reserves the right to edit letters for length.

letters

The way we were – Tommy and Tottie Ferguson ride a trap in Stirling Terrace in the early 1950s, with the Victoria Hotel in the background. 
Tommy and Tottie were reportedly dedicated Toodyay Show exhibitors every year from 1909. From Newcastle Gaol Museum collection. 

Cheap tennis serve
I THINK THIS TIME the editor of this paper 
has overstepped the mark with his September 
edition front page article ‘Anyone for tennis’.
 The article attacked local councillors 
for not declaring that they work tirelessly 
trying to keep a sporting facility alive for the 
benefit of Toodyay residents when Section 
5.63 of the Local Government Act states a 
declaration is not needed.
 It is stretching the truth to imply that 
Section 5.87 of the Act should have been 
invoked because their actions are considered 
to be a ‘private interest’, when this section 
of the Act is clearly referring to financial 
interests.
 If a financial benefit is what these 
councillors are after they would stay home 
and read a book.
 The article also referred to the failure of the 
councillors to declare an interest in relation 
to the “Shire’s public tennis courts” which 
are in fact netball and basketball courts that 
replaced the courts that are now the Charcoal 
Lane parking area but also include markings 
for tennis so that the town had courts that 
were always available for anyone who 
wanted a game.
  Club members rarely play on them.
 It is ironic The Herald has declared its 
support for informed discussion on local 
issues in the same edition.

John Dival
West Toodyay

(Ed: Mr Dival is Toodyay Tennis Club 
Vice-President)

Pool delay ‘repulsive’
IT’S THE MEDIA’S duty to inform the 
public of all events and happenings in a 
community like Toodyay.
It doesn’t deserve the disgusting opinion 
expressed by a public official (see last 
month’s Herald Editorial –Ed.) who ought 
to be neutral and refrain from attacking those 
who seek to question council decisions.
 Though I am an ardent tennis player, it is 
repulsive to see the Toodyay Shire Council’s 
decision to further delay a public swimming 
pool, which is a community issue of many 
years in the making.
 Many small communities throughout 
Australia sport public swimming pools – 
some even Olympic size – with adjacent 
playgrounds and sports areas.
 Instead, we in Toodyay have to continue 
to drive to Northam or elsewhere to swim.
 The shire’s public tennis courts in Fiennes 
Street were recently ‘improved’ to enable 
netball, basketball and tennis to be played 
on the same surface.
 If new courts are to be built elsewhere, will 
the existing multi-purpose courts be moved 

Save trees, build pool
AS A RECENT visitor to your town with 
my local seniors’ club I paid a short visit to 
your information centre and – as is my usual 
habit when in Perth or elsewhere – I grabbed 
a copy of the local newspaper because I 
am always interested in what’s happening 
locally.
 The possible destruction of mature gum 
trees in Anzac Memorial Park horrifies me.
 I am of the opinion that we (the people 
of the state regardless of where they live) 
should be planting more and more trees not 
cutting them down.
 If there has been an indication already 
that removing the trees will not improve the 
situation for truck drivers, did anyone on 
your council or members of the community 
talk to the truck drivers who use the road and 
the bend where the trees are?
 What do they have to say about solutions 
other than chopping down trees which not 
only have a strong significance for the 
families of deceased service personnel but 
also for wildlife which may use them for 
shelter.
 WA and the rest of the nation are losing 
too much vegetation and animals because 
of things like this.
 I was also interested in the item on the 
delay of the swimming pool for at least 
another two years and the reasons given.
 I don’t live in the area but it seems to 
me that a swimming pool would be a high 
priority because it would enable everyone 
who plays the other sports mentioned to 
commence their rehabilitation sooner and in 
a suitable water environment if the pool was 
built much sooner than that.
 In general, it would a boon in hot weather 
for all residents in Toodyay and surrounding 
areas.
 It would also attract tourists who may wish 
to stay in the area while visiting the local 
attractions in summer, which would be of 
added benefit for everyone.

Margaret Ann Ryan
Ballajura

Carrots and red herrings
LAST MONTH’S Herald letter by Larry 
Graham says it all.
 Is it any wonder there is no money for a 
new public swimming pool when exorbitant 
remuneration to shire staff and councillors 
means the pool is a mere pipe dream.
 For years we have had this carrot dangled 
in front of us, only to find it a red herring.
 It will be another two-year wait until it may 
be revisited but in that time shire wages will 

Diggers would be disgusted
I FEEL COMPELLED to pen this letter as 
I feel the decision to remove two lemon-
scented gums in Toodyay’s Anzac Memorial 
Park is plain and simply the wrong decision.
 Firstly, it is out of touch with community 
sentiment and secondly, I come from a family 
of returned servicemen.
 My grandfather fought in the trenches of 
Passchendaele in France in World War 1 and 
my father in the jungles of New Guinea and 
Borneo in World War 2.
 I know they would be disappointed – no, 
they would be disgusted – if I did not stand 
up for their memory and for their cobbers and 
mates that didn’t make it home to the lucky 
country.
 The Toodyay Shire Council’s decision to 
rush in with the chainsaws is only a bandaid 
solution to a much bigger problem with the 
town’s heavy-haulage bypass.
 These are not just any trees, they are 
symbolic and part of our heritage born out 
of the hardship and ultimate sacrifice made 
by our Anzacs.
 These once-seedlings were planted by 
well-meaning folk so that we would not 
forget the sacrifices those Anzacs made.
 The lemon-scented gums have grown into 
mature trees and stand as a sentinel to those 
memories.
 Shire workers do a great job keeping Anzac 
Memorial Park looking magnificent with the 
beautiful roses and garden beds.
 The trees stand tall over all who pass 
beneath to pay their respects to the fallen 
Anzacs.
 I remember when nearby tennis courts 
were resurfaced not too many years ago, 
questions were asked about the suitability 
of an existing retaining wall.
 It  was deemed to be of historical 
significance and not to be touched or altered.
 Perhaps we need the same logic to apply 
to these trees

Gary Nelmes 
Julimar

or will they be demolished?
 If the latter is the case, what a waste of 
ratepayers’ money.
 Why not keep the existing courts while we 
seek to build a new public swimming pool 
and other recreation areas?

Monika Zechetmayr
Toodyay

increase further and the pool will be doomed 
once again.
 Mr Graham mentions the shire’s five CEOs 
in recent times – surely as ratepayers we 
deserve better than that?
 Maybe we need the State Government to 
appoint a local administrator to go back to 
basics and start the process whereby we the 
ratepayers (the employer) are more important 
than the public servants (council staff).
 I’ve dealt with two shire departments since 
March and found no coordination or working 
for the common good, and they will totally 
ignore you in the hope that you will go away.
 When you point out a shire regulation you 
get asked: Where did you get that from?
 When shire staff don’t know their own 
rules and regulations you wonder how they 
justify their salaries.

Graeme Buchanan
Toodyay

Spring
WE HAVE BEEN blessed this year with one 
of the best springs in decades.
 Everywhere you look, cattle are fattening 
on green feed, fields are bursting with 
ripening crops and farm dams are full.
 Wildflowers carpet our nature reserves, the 
air hums with bees, and majestic Carnaby’s 
cockatoos wheel among tree tops, looking for 
secret nesting hollows.
 Could it be any better?
 For Toodyay, yes, because there is one 
key ingredient yet to be developed for our 
community to reach its full potential.
 Just like Margaret River in the 1980s, and 
Bridgetown in the ’90s, a bold vision for 
the future is needed to harness the unique 
treasures we sometimes take for granted.
  It could be a big cash injection from 
someone like the late British Lord Alastair 
McAlpine who turned Broome from a dusty 
northern port into the pearl of the Kimberley, 
or a group of like-minded locals working 
together for the common good with an eye 
for the future.
 The Avon Valley is a perfect world-class 
tourist destination, waiting to be developed 
and marketed to an international audience that 
clamours for a cleaner, greener, safer world 
far from the world’s polluted, overcrowded 
and sometimes violent cities.
 Imagine how it must feel for such a visitor 
to wake on a dewy spring morning to gentle 
warm sunshine, blue skies and the sweet 
sound of a green ringneck parrot calling 
‘twen-tee-eight’ in the clear, still air.
 This is the world of the Ballardong people, 
ancient custodians of the Avon Valley whose 
knowledge and culture are instilled deep into 
the landscape.
 That world is ready to be shared with a 
bigger audience to help our local community 
thrive and prosper in the decades ahead.
 It will require a coordinated plan across 
the whole Avon Valley arc from Beverley to 
Chittering, with the crown jewels of York and 
Toodyay at its heart.
 The Shire of Toodyay is committed to a new 
Avon Region Strategic Plan, which is a good 
start to achieving that future.
 But it will take more than committees, 
meetings, asset registers and such to work.
 What’s needed is a well-funded, coordinated 
marketing strategy, new brand name and 
distinctive logo to market across the globe.
 WA’s South-West has already done this with 
a targeted ‘Southern Forests’ campaign that 
is transforming struggling rural communities 
from Walpole to Pemberton into vibrant new 
tourist destinations.
 Visitors are invited to experience ‘the 
clear, crisp air and magical landscape 
of magnificent karri, marri and tingle 
forests, vine-clad hillsides, fertile orchards, 
dramatic cliffs and white sandy beaches with 
exhilarating views across the vast Southern 
Ocean – all this awaits you on a visit to the 
Southern Forests region’.
 There’s no reason why Toodyay can’t aim 
to do the same.

Michael Sinclair-Jones
Editor 
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NORTHAM DISCOUNT DRUG STORE
Shop 17, Northam Boulevard Shopping Centre (opposite Woolworths), Fitzgerald St, Northam
P: (08) 9622 1521   F: (08) 9622 3137   E: northam@discountdrugstores.com.au

TRADING HOURS  
MONDAY - WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY: 8.30AM - 5.30PM  

THURSDAY: 8.30AM - 6.30PM • SATURDAY: 8.30AM - 3.00PM
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DRUG STORE

ONLY AVAILABLE AT NORTHAM DISCOUNT DRUG STORE. SPECIALS ON SALE FROM 5TH OCTOBER 2016 – 19TH OCTOBER 2016. ALL ITEMS IN THIS PUBLICATION HAVE BEEN INCLUDED IN GOOD FAITH ON THE BASIS THAT THE GOODS DESCRIBED WILL BE AVAILABLE AT THE 
TIME OF SALE AND ONLY WHILE STOCKS LAST. FAILURE BY THE SUPPLIER TO DELIVER IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE SAMPLE, DESCRIPTION OR ALL UNINTENTIONAL CAUSES MAY RESULT IN SOME PRODUCTS BEING UNAVAILABLE. WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO AMEND PRICING 

DUE TO MANUFACTURER PRICE RISES OR PRINTED ERRORS. ^SAVINGS CALCULATED BASED ON SUPPLIER SUGGESTED RETAIL AND NOT NECESSARILY PREVIOUS IN STORE PRICE.  #ALWAYS READ THE LABEL. USE ONLY AS DIRECTED. INCORRECT USE COULD BE HARMFUL. 
CONSULT YOUR HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONAL IF SYMPTOMS PERSIST. ## VITAMIN SUPPLEMENTS SHOULD NOT REPLACE A BALANCED DIET.  ♦DERIVED FROM SEAFOOD. +INCORRECT USE OF THIS MEDICATION CAN CAUSE HARM. YOUR PHARMACIST WILL ADVISE YOU 

WHETHER IT IS SUITABLE FOR YOU TO USE.  ♠TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY. SEE IN STORE FOR DETAILS. PERMIT HOLDER: GIA CECCHELE 9445 8188. PERMIT NUMBER: LS209127216. PRIZE DRAWN: 10/11/2016 AT 5.00PM AWST. WINNERS PUBLISHED AT  
WWW.INNALOODDS.COM.AU ON THE 14/11/2016.

AS 
SEEN 
ON 
TV

Panadol#  
Rapid 40 Caplets

NOT IN SUPERMARKETS

PHARMACY  
STRENGTH MEDICINE

+

$599
EA

ONLY

JOIN THE CLUB
Do you want to be part of a club that provides you with  

REAL value, REAL rewards and REAL offers that are actually suited to you?
No need to wait to accumulate points! Receive instant rewards and  
benefits just for being a member. Join the club and you’ll receive...

$ $$ $$

THE CLUB  
CASH BACK

Putting money in  
your pocket

EXCLUSIVE  
OFFERS

Because we think  
you’re one of a kind

INSTANT 
REWARDS

Because we  
love to share

$

MEMBERS 
BENEFITS
Extra perks for  
being a member

Club Member

1st Prize   $1,500 Cash

2nd Prize  $1,000 Cash

3rd Prize   $500 Cash

Help us raise funds for Assistance Dogs Australia

R

*Purchase betw. 05/09/16 & 13/11/16. Keep receipt and claim by 11.59pm AEST 11/12/16. See www.naturesown.com.au/activepass for full terms 
& conditions. Always read the label. Use only as directed. If symptoms persist consult your healthcare professional. Vitamin supplements should not 
replace a balanced diet. CHCANZ.NAT.16.07.0679

   Outdoor Group Training (2 weeks)   
   Personal Training    
   Yoga or Pilates (2 classes)  
   Meditation

FREE with any Nature’s Own purchase*

$1899
EA

ONLY

SAVE $35.96^

$1797
EA

ONLY

SAVE $17.98^

Nature’s Own##♦ 
Glucosamine 1500  

180 Tablets

Nature’s Own##♦ 
Odourless Fish Oil 

2000mg 200 Tablets

*Government subsidised medicines. Commences 1st January 2016. 
Conditions apply, see pharmacist in store for details.

$1 DISCOUNT* 

ON PBS PRESCRIPTIONS

Join the club now to start getting the perks that come from being a club member!  
It’s easy to sign up, just speak to our staff in store or go to discountdrugstores.com.au

Always read the label. Use only as directed. If symptoms persist see your healthcare professional. 

 

Always read the label. Use only as directed. If symptoms persist see your healthcare professional. ©  2013 M SD Consumer Care, Inc. All rights reserved.  
RESP-1048472 -0035   06/2013

Claratyne#  
Rapid Hayfever & 
Allergy Relief  
60 Tablets

Zyrtec#  
Hayfever and 
Allergy 28 Liquid 
Capsules

NOT IN SUPERMARKETS

PHARMACY  
STRENGTH MEDICINE

+

NOT IN SUPERMARKETS

PHARMACY  
STRENGTH MEDICINE

+

NOT IN SUPERMARKETS

PHARMACY  
STRENGTH MEDICINE

+

$2299
EA

ONLY

$2399
EA

ONLY

WE ARE PROUD  
TO PASS ON THE

♠

Zyrtec# Hayfever & Allergy Relief 50 Tablets 
$5 Cash Back via Redemption Form Only. Price Before Cash Back…$24.99

$1999
EA

ONLY

AFTER $5 CASHBACK
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Phone Patrick

9574 4402

PE & SM FERGUSON AND SONS

BULLDOZING CONTRACTOR
Owner Operator

* Dam Construction
 * Fence Lines
  * Contour Banks
   * Ripping

Toodyay Community Safety and 
Crime Prevention Association
Desraé Clarke

SEPTEMBER’S edition of the Herald 
mentioned the free Seniors’ Morning to be 
held Tuesday October 18.
 This will be an opportunity to enjoy an 
informal chat with Snr Const Nicky Turner 
and officers from Toodyay Police Station.
 The morning starts at 10am in the Cola 
Café over a free cup of coffee.
 Many ideas which will make life a lot 
easier for the community and especially our 
senior members will be discussed.

Coffee and crime on free seniors’ 
Cola Cafe breakfast menu

 Snr Const Nicky Turner is open to discuss 
topics of all types with Toodyay seniors and 
invites you to participate at this interesting 
morning of discussion.
 The morning will be organised to permit 
everyone to participate and to have a ‘say’.
 There are suggestions and ideas on many 
topics you are very welcome to discuss.
 Enquiries about the Seniors’ Morning get-
together can be made by contacting Desraé 
Clarke by phone on 6364 3609 or email 
desraec@westnet.com.au.
 Call 000 for emergencies only. Toodyay 
Police can be contacted on 9574 9555, and 
Crimestoppers1800 333 000.

LOCAL POLICE and reinforcements from 
outside the district stopped 140 vehicles 
during last month’s Queen’s Birthday long 
weekend in a bid to reduce serious traffic 
accidents in the local area.
 About a dozen motorists were caught 
speeding on Toodyay Road between 
Gidgegannup and Toodyay.
 A further six motorists were charged with 
driving while suspended for previous traffic 
offences, and four drug-tested positive for 
methamphetamine (known as ice or crystal 
meth).
 Drugs and drug-smoking implements were 
found in two vehicles, and one driver was 
found in possession of both cannabis and 
methamphetamine.
 The traffic blitz coincided with the annual 
Toodyay Picnic Races, which four years ago 
was followed by the alcohol-related death of 
a woman and serious injuries to a man in a 
two-car collision on Toodyay Road.
 This year’s police checks included random 
breath tests in both directions on Racecourse 
Road on race day.
 “We saturated the area for the weekend, 
Sgt Conder said.
 “It involved officers from Toodyay as well 
as Traffic Enforcement Group officers from 
Northam, Wundowie and Perth.”
Shed burglaries
POLICE are urging rural property owners 
to be watchful after a spate of burglaries 
last month in Coondle, Julimar and Nunile.

Traffic blitz pulls up leadfoots and druggies

 In one of two Coondle burglaries, thieves 
cut the lock of a sea container to steal three 
antique motorcyles – a Kawasaki, BSA and 
Triumph.
 In the second Coondle burglary, thieves 
stole household property stored in a shed.
 Tools were stolen from a farm shed in 
Nunile while in Julimar intruders left before 
they could steal anything, possibly after 
being disturbed.
 All four burglaries occurred at night.
Confronting visit
A HIGHLIGHT of this year’s annual police 
motorcycle Wall to Wall ride to Canberra via 
Sydney was a visit to the Cancer Research 
Centre for Children at the University of NSW

 “It was great to see where most of the 
money we raise from the annual charity ride 
goes but it was a pretty confronting visit,” 
Sgt Conder said.
 “We were shown a video of what kids with 
cancer and their parents go through, and 
among all those hard-bitten coppers there 
wasn’t a dry eye in the room.”
 Sgt Conder thanked Toodyay donors 
for the $3000 he was able to raise for the 
interstate ride which took about 30 WA 
riders, including WA Police Commissioner 
Karl O’Callaghan, seven days to complete.
 They then spent another three days visiting 
the University of NSW and riding in a 
massed convoy with police from other states 
to Canberra for the annual memorial service 

to honour officers who died while on duty.
 “It was particularly moving when we 
passed places marked where officers had 
been killed,” Sgt Conder said.
 “I want in particular to thank the Toodyay 
Lions Club and Toodyay Op Shop for the 
$1000 each they donated.”
 “It cost me personally a further $2000 to 
take part – including a return air fare to Perth 
during 10 days’ annual leave – but I believe 
personally its worth doing.”
 Although this year’s total amount raised 
has yet to be finalised, a total of 2058 riders 
and pillion passengers took part, including 
a convoy of about 600 NSW police officers 
who were escorted from Sydney to Goulburn 
by riders from each state.

Not  a dry eye in the house among the boys in blue at the University of NSW Cancer Research Centre for Children.

Continued from Page 1.
THE SHIRE originally sued Mr Merrick for 
$150,980 but is understood to have reduced 
its claim after an unfavourable WA Supreme 
Court interim ruling on February 8.
 The shire is then understood to have failed 
in a bid to move its claim to the lower-cost 
Perth Magistrates Court, where claims are 
capped at $75,000.
 The shire spent almost $300,000 on legal 
expenses last financial year – nearly 400 per 
cent more than budgeted for – and has set 
aside another $250,000 this year.
 WA Supreme Court Acting Master Michael 
Gething said in February that all parties 
had been “substantially unsuccessful” in 
preliminary hearings.
 The shire’s claim against Mr Merrick was 
“well below the amount usually considered 
to be cost-effective to pursue a Supreme 
Court action”, he said.
 The shire is suing Mr Merrick for alleged 
overpayment of superannuation and other 
employment entitlements when he was shire 
CEO from 2004 to 2010.
 It also sued former shire president Charlie 
Wroth for $63,000 for allegedly approving 

part of the money paid to Mr Merrick but 
reached a $40,000 confidential settlement 
with Mr Wroth in June.
 It is understood that payment of the 
$40,000 and Mr Wroth’s legal costs are 
covered by local government insurance, as 
may also be the case for Mr Merrick.
 The shire ini t ial ly asked the WA 
Corruption and Crime Commission and the 
WA Department of Local Government to 
investigate but both rejected the request.
 In a separate legal action in the Perth 
Magistrates Court, the shire is suing Mr 
Wroth’s private company Warragenny for 
$14,300 for alleged non-delivery of gravel 
paid for by the shire as part of recovery 
operations after Toodyay’s disastrous 
December 2009 bushfire in which 37 homes 
were lost.
 Mr Wroth was Toodyay Shire President for 
four years to October 2009 and stayed on as 
a councillor until October 2011.
 Both parties are understood to have rejected 
a settlement. Lawyers have exchanged 
documents but no trial date has been set.
 Shire President David Dow declined to 
comment.

Ratepayers in dark as legal costs mount

Police from all states gather at last month’s Wall-to-Wall charity fund-raiser in Canberra.
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emergency services

Coondle-Nunile Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade
Deb Bowen

THIS PAST MONTH has seen congratulations 
all round at Coondle fire shed.
 Firstly, hearty congratulations to Georgina 
Steytler for winning the Portfolio Award 
of the Australian Geographic Nature 
Photographer of the Year competition.
 One of her photos also won the Popular 
Vote prize.
 Great job, Georgina.
 Secondly, two of our long-time volunteer 
fire fighters Mick Rogers and Richard 
Broadwood were given their 15-year service 
medals and thirdly, Ian Williamson received 
his five-year medal.
 The service these men have given over the 
years is amazing.
 We are very lucky and grateful to have 
these people to call upon to help and guide 
any newbies.
 Late last month we said goodbye to brigade 
member Mick Rogers.
 Over the years Mick was a firefighter, FCO, 

in numbers this season. Please, if you have 
ever thought about joining or just want 
information this is our invitation to you to 
come and have a chat any Friday night from 
5pm, or contact Colin Stevens (Captain) 
0439 255 665.

Georgina nature photographer of year  

Colin Stevens and Ian Williamson.

Deputy One and finally our training officer.
 Mick has given many years to the brigade 
and also to the community to help people 
become more aware of the importance of 
being prepared in bushfire season.
 We wish Mick and Jan safe travels as they 
head off around Australia.
 Hopefully you are all working hard to 
get your firebreaks cleared for the summer 
months and now is also a great time to clear 
out any leaves in your gutters and prune 
plants and trees close to buildings.
 Also start your fire pumps, fill jerry cans 
with fresh fuel and make sure your hoses are 
free from splits – these few tips could save 
lives.
 Coondle-Nunile fire shed is situated on 
Coondle West Road and we are very low 

Richard Broadwood.

Bejoording Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade
From the desk of The Badger

IT’S BEEN a suspiciously quiet month 
in the brigade so consequently this is a 
brief column.
 There has been no fire activity, no 
training sessions, and nothing happening 
behind the scenes at the shed.
 Let’s hope this really is a lull before a 
quiet fire season.
 Even our annual Farmer’s Briefing was 
quieter than normal with everyone feeling 
comfortable that we are as ready as we can 
be for the season to come.
 Hopefully the excellent regular rainfall 
has not created too much fuel for the dry 
season.
 The extra two weeks allowed by the shire 
for burning may help if we can have a dry 
week before then to enable some burning.
 If there is no column in the next issue 
of The Herald do not think we have lost 
interest.
 The Badger will be overseas for most 
of October and part of November, but if 
our members send in some material then 
anything is possible.
 Our next regular meeting will be at the 
shed on Tuesday October 18 at 6pm.
 The Bejoording Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade asks you to be vigilant and careful 
lighting any fire in the last days available.
 Remember to always plan and prepare 
for fire and have a clear contingency 
strategy in place should things get out of 
control.
 Fires can be a catastrophic risk to people, 
animals and property so take care.
 Advice is free, but getting it wrong can 
be expensive.
 If you have any questions remember you 
can contact Captain Barry Grey on 9574 
2149, or the Badger on 9574 4834. Please 
leave a message if we are not there.

Dry week for 
burn needed 
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emergency services

Julimar Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Alison Wroth

SPRING HAS arrived at last and the Julimar 
Brigade has swung into action to prepare for 
the upcoming fire season.
 On Saturday September 17 we were out 
in full force cleaning the sheds, checking 
the trucks and doing a full inspection of all 
equipment prior to the fire rosters beginning 
this month.
 Even though it was a serious day that 
began at 1pm, as always we had a fair deal 
of humour and fun as well.
 Our training officer, Grant Scobie provided 
homemade pizzas for evening supper and 
after all that work cleaning and inspecting 
equipment, the cold drinks went down well.
 The Toodyay show will once again be a 
major fundraiser for the brigade and our 
Julimar Café will be situated in the kitchen of 
the Youth Hall overlooking the showgrounds.
 Traditional Devonshire Teas, sandwiches 
and beautiful homemade cakes and slices 

may be savoured while sitting watching 
the show and knowing that you have just 
supported one of the hardest-working fire 
brigades in the community.

It’s time now to tick boxes on family fire plans

Pre-season equipment maintenance – checking hoses and reels.

All hands on deck.

 So if you feel like a cuppa on Saturday 
October 8, come up to the Youth Hall and 
support our brigade; you will be welcomed 
with open arms.

 As we see the pasture beginning to dry 
and become fuel for possible fires, families 
should review their fire plans just in case the 
need arises.
 If everyone knows what to do in case of 
a bushfire emergency, it makes it far easier 
to manage for both the family and the 
firefighters.
 Please consider sitting down with your 
family to tick the boxes of your Fire Action 
Plan and if you do not even have one yet, 
begin to put one in place.
 If you need any advice on fire control or 
are thinking of becoming a member of any 
brigade, come on down to meet us at the 
Julimar Fire Place on Friday evenings from 
5.30pm onwards.
 You can discuss your concerns or wishes 
with any officer present, including captain 
Peter Sapwell and Fire Control Officer  
Charlie Wroth.
 Don’t think that questions regarding 
bushfires are silly. We are all volunteers and 
members of the community, just like you and 
we would really like to meet you.

Toodyay Central Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade
Mick McKeown

THE AUTOMATED vehicle location 
technology mentioned in last month’s 
column was fitted to all the shire’s Volunteer 
Bush Fire Brigade fire-fighting units during 
the last week of September. For those who 
like an acronym, this is known as AVL.
 This safety feature will enable the location 
of each vehicle to be tracked and to really 
know who is on the fire-ground.
 The AVL also includes an emergency 
help button which, when activated, emits a 
distress signal including the vehicle location. 
 We hope this button is never required but 

Siren, water cannon impress kids
it’s nice to know it’s there.
 The fitting of this technology was one 
of the recommendations of the Ferguson 
Enquiry into the Waroona -Yarloop bushfire.
 Also during the month, Mick McKeown 
and Rosie McClellan took Central’s 4.4 to 
the Toodyay District High State School for 
the edification of the younger children in the 
primary school.
 The kids thought the most-interesting 
features were the siren and the water cannon 
which can deliver water at very high volume 
over long distances. Can’t argue with them 
about that.
 Due to the continuing wet weather, 
the unrestricted burning season has been 
extended by two weeks and the restricted 

burning period will now start on October 15.
 We should all make the most of this 
bonus period to tidy up as much as possible 
around the place – better to burn stuff slowly 
now than to have it burn uncontrolled and 
furiously in mid-summer.
 If you are interested in finding out more 
about bushfire fighting in the Shire of 
Toodyay, learn about our group, or if you 
would like to join our brigade, please get 
in touch with our captain, Mick McKeown, 
0439 998 808 or our secretary, Wayne 
Clarke, 6364 3609 or email: 2jcentralvbfb@
westnet.com.au
 Our next monthly meeting will be held at 
7:30pm on Tuesday October 25 at the fire 
station in Stirling Terrace.
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emergency services

Morangup Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade
Sue Maddrell

SEPTEMBER was a productive month with 
everyone gearing up for the coming fire 
season and it was good news to hear that 
the permit season would be put off for two 
weeks until Saturday October 15.
 The monthly meeting went well and as it 
was a calm evening, the fire pit was lit and 
the meeting held outside.
 The usual business was covered and plans 
for the coming fire season were discussed.
 Keiko arrived on the night with Chicken 
Teriyaki and Sukiyaki Beef which was 
enjoyed by everyone. We had our usual BBQ 
but all agreed Keiko’s dishes had filled us up.
 Toodyay Fire and Rescue came on Sunday 
September 25 to show us how to put out car 
fires and to pass on their knowledge about 

Bonus time to burn as shire 
delays permits for two weeks

what is expected of a bushfire brigade at a 
house fire.
 They also brought the jaws of life which 
everyone got to play with.
 I managed to turn the dial that operates 
the spreader but it was too heavy for me to 
hold – no wonder those vollies are well built.
 We had a good attendance on the day and 
we all learnt a lot. Thank you Toodyay Fire 
and Rescue for turning out on the Sunday of 
a long weekend and a special thank you to 
Jayden for supplying the pre-loved cars.
 We had a BBQ after the exercise.
 Flyers have been put in letterboxes 
requesting produce such as jams, pickles, 
etc for our stall at the Toodyay Show.
 If any Morangupians are reading this 
before the Show, produce can be left at the 
Morangup Fire Station on Friday October 
7 after 6.30pm or contact Sharon on 9574 
7012.

Captain Jeff Venn cuts open a burnt-out car in training at Morangup Bush Fire Brigade.

Open day to offer window 
into volunteer ambo work

St John Ambulance, Toodyay Sub-
Centre
Heather Appleby

THERE’S ANOTHER opportunity this 
month for you to learn first aid, with a course 
to be held on Saturday October 22 at the St 
John Ambulance Sub-Centre.
 All participants receive a free first-aid kit, 
and the course benefits anyone as it provides 
an excellent general grounding in first aid to 
enable you to provide appropriate first aid 
and basic life-support skills.
 It really is worth doing – you never know 
when you might need these really important 
skills.
 To book contact Carolynne on 9574 2390 
or 0428 957 600.
 August was yet another busy month for 
our ambulance volunteers who attended a 
total of 62 call outs, meaning the ambulances 
covered almost 6600kms.
 Toodyay attended 36 calls, Morangup 23 
and Bolgart handled another three.
 Volunteers are needed for all three areas, 
so if you have got what it takes to help out 
your local community, contact Carolynne.
 The quiz night on September 12 was a huge 
success. Thank you to all who donated heaps 
of prizes and to all who attended, helping us 
to raise much-needed funds.
 From comments received it seems that 
everyone had a good time, so this may well 
become a regular event.
 Our annual open day will be held this year 
on Saturday October 29 between 9am and 

1pm at the sub-centre.
 This is a great opportunity for you to see 
the workings of the St John Ambulance and 
its volunteers.
 You can watch demonstrations, see inside 
an ambulance and we’re even providing a 
sausage sizzle.
 Just call into the sub-centre building which 
is located at the rear of Toodyay Hair Studio 
and the St Vincent de Paul shop.
 The Monster Christmas raffle is on again. 
Tickets will be available at Makit (Toodyay 
Hardware and Farm) and at the IGA in 
November – details next month.
 The prize is again our miniature ambulance 
which is filled with so many goodies – too 
many to mention here.
 Thanks go to the Toodyay Emporium and 
Tea for Toodyay, many other businesses and 
individuals in the community for providing 
so many wonderful items.
 The lucky winner will have a great time 
unpacking the ambulance, and there will be 
many surprises as the prizes are unloaded.
 Don’t miss out, get tickets whenever you 
see them on sale.
 The Toodyay Race Club would like to 
thank the many ambulance volunteers 
who turned out to staff the first-aid post 
at the races, and to drive the ambulance 
following the horses and jockeys around the 
racecourse.
 Fortunately there were no major accidents 
or incidents – just a few bandaids supplied.
 Thanks also to the many racegoers who 
supported our Monster Christmas Raffle.

Bat in the Belfry
Geoff Appleby

THERE WAS NOTHING of  grea t 
significance to report from last month’s 
Toodyay Shire Council meeting unless you 
count the drawing of names from a box to 
reward a handful of ratepayers who paid 
their dues early.
 There were fewer hiccoughs than usual and 
apart from renaming the shire’s new Duke 
Street public toilets an ‘ablution building’ 
(which it isn’t), it’s pleasing to know that 
whatever the edifice is called it will soon be 
adorned with a Toodyay Tidy Towns’ mural.
 Being in the town’s heritage zone, I trust 
the colours will conform to the palette 
dictated by the shire’s heritage advisor.
 A few planning issues sailed through 
effortlessly, leaving really only two issues 
worthy of comment.
 One was the town information bay and the 
other was tourism in general.
 Information bay: The heritage-style 
information bay was completed nearly four 
months ago but to date the walls remain 
puzzlingly blank.
 No maps ,  no  photos ,  no  tour i s t 
accommodation, no wineries, no craft 
producers, no wildflower reserves, no 
festivals, no miniature railway, no national 
award-winning bakery, no state award-
winning steak sandwich pub, no regional 
award-winning cafe or tea shop – zero, 
nought, zilch, nil and stuff-all.
 Since the bay was finished early June, 
thousands of tourists have visited Toodyay 
for events such as the Fibre Festival, Avon 
Descent, International Food Fair, Targa 
West Rally, Avon Valley Writers’ Festival, 
Vino Art Exhibition, Farmers’ Market and 
Toodyay Picnic Race Day.
 However, those seeking a bed, food or 
local tourist attractions could be forgiven 
as they arrive at the visitor information bay 
for thinking they had arrived in sleepy old 
Toodyay on April Fools’ Day.

 The meeting agenda noted that the 
information bay is now up and that all design 
and other material have been approved.
 It also said that approved maps and other 
information will be going up in two to three 
weeks.
 The Bat would love to eat his words but a 
little research suggests that we may be lucky 
to see something in time for Christmas.
 Fish van: The next bit would be amusing 
if it were not so ridiculous.
 It was the “Officer’s opinion that as 
a visitor or tourist coming to town, the 
expectation that the Information Bay be 
always accessible is justified”.
 As a result, the fish van will disappear from 
this convenient site and the Midland school 
bus will be banned from picking up children 
and dropping them off there.
 I predict the fishmonger will finally give 
up and look to greener pastures in another, 
more welcoming town after having already 
been booted off the vacant block opposite 
the Cola Cafe in Stirling Terrace.
 And now for something very similar.
 Tourism strategy: The council has 
allocated yet another wad of money – $5000 
– to join ‘Avon Tourism’ which is the latest 
incarnation of the Avon Valley Tourist 
Association.
 There are strategic plans and implications, 
mission statements, a community outcome 
analysis, key performance indicators and 
reams of public service double-speak.
 Think back a few years when a volunteer 
committee staffed the Toodyay tourist centre 
with people like Jess Granville, Judy Walton, 
Peter Chiffings and Alison Wroth (nee Cook) 
who gave their time freely.
 This enabled the centre’s only paid officer 
to join local tourism businesses in promoting 
Toodyay with displays at shopping centres 
and train stations in the metropolitan area.
 This was a far more effective marketing 
tactic than spending years commissioning 
reports and strategic plans which can only 
reach the conclusion that you can’t market 
a town from within.
 Louder please: And finally, could someone 
please ask Cr Paula Greenway to speak more 
loudly and distinctly in council debates – it’s 
often impossible for anyone in the public 
gallery to hear what she is saying even when 
you move as close as possible to where she 
sits.
 Come on Cr Greenway, don’t be shy – we 
ratepayers down the back all want to hear 
what you have to say.

Zero, nought, zilch and stuff-all to greet 
visitors at town’s new information bay
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Experts explain how shire councils work

Larry Graham*
Toodyay ratepayer

UNLIKE State and Federal Governments, 
local government is not established by a 
constitution but set up by a State Act of 
Parliament – the Local Government Act 
1995.
 Very few people have ever read this 
mammoth 429-page law that tells us that: 
“Each local government is to have an elected 
council as its governing body.”
 The law spells out how councils are to direct 
and control the local government’s affairs 
and be responsible for the performance of 
its functions.
 Shire presidents are required to preside at 
meetings, provide community leadership and 
guidance, carry out civic, ceremonial duties, 
speak on behalf of the local government and 
liaise with the CEO.
 In Toodyay, the shire president is also a 
councillor and the Act tells us that councillors 
are to:

• represent the interests of electors, 
ratepayers and residents of the district;

• provide leadership and guidance to the 
community in the district;

Good Local Government 
means value for money

Minister for Local Government
Paul Miles MLA

BEFORE I BECAME a Member of 
Parliament, I had the privilege to serve as a 
councillor at the City of Wanneroo and for 
more than 30 years I have been an active 
member of the Wanneroo Lions Club.
 In this time, I have seen the most important 
role of local governments is to get to know 
the community – interacting with people of 
all ages and from all walks of life.
 As Minister for Local Government I can 
tell you local government in WA is a big 
business and growing.
 There are 137 councils across the state 
which vary greatly both in population and 
area, with annual budgets ranging from $2 
million to $200 million.
 In 2014-15, local governments in WA 
raised more than $1.9 billion in rates and 
managed assets worth in access of $40 
billion.
 However, the true value of local government 
lies in its ability to have a direct impact on 
local communities in a way no other level of 
government has.
 Local governments are increasingly 
taking on roles outside the traditional 
responsibilities of roads, rates and rubbish.
 Around Toodyay and Northam you will see 
the local government providing a wide range 
of services, including your sporting venues 
and recreation centres, managing emergency 
services, and even all the activities at your 
local library.
 The main purpose of local governments is 
to provide good government for the people 
in its district with the freedom to make 
decisions for their communities.
 To do this, local governments need to 
encourage people to participate in local 
democracy, as well ensuring they are 
providing the best value for money in 
services and community facilities for their 
ratepayers.
 So to find out more about local government, 
my best advice is get involved with your 
local government.
 Find out who your local councillors are and 
get in touch.
 Try attending a council meeting.
 And, make sure you respond when the 
council asks what your community needs are.
 Earlier this year, the Liberal National 
Government launched the MyCouncil 
website (mycouncil.wa.gov.au) to provide 
all West Australians with unprecedented 
access to data on their local governments.
 Being informed about your council is the 
first step to becoming a part of the decision-
making process and ultimately having a stake 
in the future of your local community.

WA Local Government Association
Cr Lynne Craigie, President

OUR SECTOR forms one of the three 
spheres of Australian government – Federal, 
State and local government.
 Local government makes decisions about 
so many things that affect our everyday 
lives and as such is the most integrated and 
embedded sphere of government within the 
community. 
 Much of what a local government does is 
required by legislation – things like: town 
planning and building controls, local roads, 
residential waste collection, fire control, dog 
and cat management, parking controls and 
food and public health inspections.
 Local governments also choose to deliver 
a much broader range of services, sometimes 
in response to changes to the way Federal and 
State governments deliver their services, but 
more often to meet the needs and wishes of 
the communities they each represent.
 These services can include recreation and 
sporting facilities, home and community 
care, community and cultural facilities, local 
environmental management and protection, 
tourism initiatives and fostering economic 
development.

Toodyay Shire Council
Cr David Dow, Shire President

THE SHIRE is currently reviewing its 
media and communications methods in an 
endeavour to communicate more effectively 
with the community.
 I refer you to the forum notes dated 13 Sept 
16.
 As a result of the forum discussions a report 
will be prepared for council’s consideration 
at a future ordinary council meeting.
 I note that your proposal is to offer a media 
forum for discussion on ‘public policy’.
 The shire is the body that is responsible 
for the majority of public policy matters 
that affect residents on a local level so I 
perceive that your Ask the Expert series 
will be an ongoing discussion almost solely 
related to shire matters and not simply a 

 Local governments gain revenue from 
three main sources – taxes in the form of 
rates, charges for the sale of goods and 
services and grants from Federal and State 
governments.
 In developing their budgets, local 
government councils make a decision on 
the level of services they provide; the amount 
of revenue they can secure from grants and 
charges; and then set rates according to the 
additional revenue that is needed to deliver 
that level of service.
 Councils are strategic decision makers that 
plan for the needs of the community, monitor 
any changes to those needs, allocate financial 
resources and review plans to make sure they 
are relevant.
 Once they have performed this role 
of decision making, the CEO and local 
government administration perform the 
operational tasks required to achieve that 
strategic direction.
 A council, the body of elected members 
representing a community, and a local 
government administration, headed by the 
CEO, might have separate roles but they both 
have a common purpose in providing benefit 
to the local community.
 Councils are sometimes described as being 
like a company’s board of directors, but they 
are not entirely the same.
 A council’s ‘shareholders’ are the citizens 
of their district and their focus is not to 
derive financial gain but rather to achieve 
sustainable benefits in lifestyle and amenity 
at an affordable price.
 The community is involved in this process 
in a number of ways.
 Each local government develops long-term 
strategic community plans in consultation 
with their communities.
 These plans reflect the priorities of local 
communities, their wishes and aspirations 
for facilities and services both now and into 
the future and are used by council in its 
decision-making processes.
 Councillors also perform an important 
role in ongoing communication and help 
to facilitate the conversation between 
the community and local government 
administration.
 The public is able to submit feedback 
on proposed initiatives and attend council 
meetings to view and contribute to the 
decision-making process.
 Working for a local government or taking 
on the role of a councillor is certainly 
diverse and can be very rewarding for those 
interested in service to their community.
 I’d encourage anyone who is interested to 
hear more about local government or being 
an elected member to get in contact with their 
council to learn more.

• facilitate communication between the 
community and the council;

• participate in the local government’s 
decision-making processes at council and 
committee meetings and, 

• perform such other functions as are given 
to a councillor by this Act or any other 
written law.

 An observation here from someone who 
has spent a long time in public affairs is 
that councillors have volunteered for public 
service and they deserve respect.
 However, that does not mean we should 
put councillors on pedestals – we are entitled 
to disagree with them and they should also 
respect us in return.
 At last year’s Toodyay Shire Council 
elections, 1216 votes were cast for 12 
candidates.
 The highest vote for any elected councillor 
was 171 (14 per cent of the vote) and the 
lowest 136 (11 per cent).
 This miniscule vote removes any electoral 
legitimacy and that should place greater 
emphasis on public interaction between the 
community and council.
 Healthy and accountable councils usually 
operate on the firm, fair and approachable 
(FFA) principle, with office bearers who are 
accessible, respectful, consult widely, decide 
clearly and review honestly.
 The tools for this task are public engagement 
through office bearers who openly meet with 
and discuss matters with the public.
 Alternatively, dysfunctional civic bodies 
are usually secretive, dominated by one or 
two aggressive or overbearing people, and 
are most likely to have rigid voting blocks.
 Dysfunctional councils inevitably respond 
to public dissent with aggressive responses.
 When this happens it is as if our elected 
ones think they are our rulers – they are not 
and this is not North Korea where the ruler’s 
views reign supreme.
 We live in a democracy where everyone’s 
views are important.
*Larry Graham is a retired former Justice of 
the Peace, soldier, State MP for the Pilbara, 
Fairfax newspaper columnist and radio 
current affairs presenter, and has lived in 
Toodyay for 13 years.

Our new Ask the Experts page offers an opportunity each month for 
Herald readers to ask questions about what really matters to them in 
our community. It’s an opportunity to exchange views and express 

opinions, discuss ideas and openly discuss all areas of public 
policy. This month’s question is: Can someone please explain Local 

Government to me? I know our shire is a Local Government but what is 
it supposed to do and how does it work? 

The Toodyay Herald invites your participation.

Lifestyle and amenity at
an affordable price

Shire is reviewing more 
effective communication 

one-off overview of the functions of local 
government.
 With this in mind I will not participate at 
the moment but obviously will do so if and 
when council does adopt a media policy that 
requires me to do so.

Healthy councils: firm,
 fair and approachable

THE TOODYAY HERALD believes in a free, open and democratic society with informed 
discussion of local issues.  Fortunately we have many highly qualified people in our 
community with experience in a broad range of fields. We want to know what really matters 
to you so we can find the right experts to explain what it all means. Please send any  local 
topic you think worthy of informed public discussion to feedback@toodyayherald.com.
au. – we look forward to hearing from you in the weeks ahead.
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Take a pleasant trip to Bolgart 
38kms north of Toodyay

Breakfast on Sunday with the Sunday 
Times available. 

Look forward to seeing you again

Phone 9627 5187
Email: treescafe@hotmail.com.au

www.treescafebolgart.com

“Come enjoy our hospitality and home cooked food at the 
old Bank of New South Wales”

Open: Fri-Sat 10am-3pm Sunday 9am-3pm Closed Public Holidays

Trees Café
BOLGART

Blood on the tracks fails to derail party 

Toodyay Historical Society Inc
Robyn Taylor, President

THESE ARE indeed exciting times for 
Australian history.
 Increasingly, eminent historians and 
scientists are declaring the need to shift our 
Eurocentric vision to incorporate the deep 
time history of Aboriginal people into our 
national story.
 Over the past decades, professionals 
from around the world have been using 
archaeology, anthropology and linguistics 
to work with Aboriginal elders to discover 
how far back in time Australia’s first people 
moved onto this continent.
 It has now been proven that their 
connection to this land is far more ancient 
than previously thought and that theirs is the 
oldest living culture in the world.
 The science of genome mapping indicates 
Aboriginal people were the first to come out 
of Africa, about 70,000 years ago, while their 
presence here has been dated back to at least 
50,000 years ago.
 There is now an urgency to understand this 
culture in all its past and current diversity and 
to keep alive the traditional languages that 
sustain it.
 One of the fields of science involved in this 
work is linguistics, the study of language, 
so we were delighted when one of our 
members, Dr Toby Metcalfe a noted linguist 
of Aboriginal languages, offered to be the 
feature speaker at our September meeting.
 Both Toby and his wife Dawn have 
backgrounds as teachers with a strong affinity 
with Aboriginal culture and education.
 The title of his talk was: Secrets of 
Cinderella’s home language. Exploring 
Kriol – the fastest growing home language 
in Australia.
 Kriol developed from a form of pidgin 
English first used during the 19th century 
as a means of communication between 
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people.
 Over time Kriol has developed into a 
language in its own right with grammar and 
syntax derived from traditional Aboriginal 
languages and English.
 It is now spoken by over 30,000 people and 
the numbers are growing.
 Toby began with a transcript of a version 
of the fairy story Cinderella or Jinda, as told 
in Kriol, which was projected onto a screen 
and with Toby’s help, we started to get an 
appreciation of how the language worked.
 However, as Toby pointed out, there is the 
dilemma of the need for Kriol and keeping 

traditional languages alive but, fortunately, 
considerable work is being done to record 
these languages.
 There is also a new online website, 
created by the State Library of WA, to assist 
Aboriginal people to retrieve and share their 
family stories.
 How this works was explained by Andrew 
Meredith at the recent conference of 
Affiliated Historical Societies in Armadale-
Kelmscott.
 Andrew took us through the Storylines 
project which is an online access point for 
Aboriginal heritage material held in the State 
Library.
 Everyone was blown away by what can be 
accessed online and how the potential of this 
state-of-the-art system can advance the work 
of historians and researchers.
 Congratulations, Toodyay, for winning the 
Heritage and Culture category at the Tidy 
Towns state awards and a very big thank you 
to the volunteers who made this win possible.
 A working bee is planned for Donegan’s 
Cottage on Sunday October 2 from 9am to 
give our home base a good spring-clean in 
preparation for the Toodyay Show.
 A roster will be circulated asking members 
to give a couple of hours of their time on 
Show Day to welcome visitors.
 Our next general meeting is at 7pm 
Wednesday October 19 at Donegan’s 
Cottage, Toodyay Showgrounds. 
 For more information contact secretary 
Linda Rooney, secretary.2j.ths@ gmail.com; 
president Robyn Taylor, rdtaylor@iinet.net.
au, 9574 2578, or Beth Frayne, toobide4@
iinet.net.au, 9574 5971.
 Donegan’s Cottage (in the showgrounds) 
is open every Thursday, 1-3pm.
 Postal address: PO Box 32, Toodyay WA 
6566. Membership: fantastic value at $10 pa.

Continued from Page 3.
STEVE KING opened the new loco shed for 
inspection but the anniversary proved not to 
be a happy one for Steve, who had kindly 
offered to chop kindling into small fragments 
for firing the steamers.
 A visitor distracted him while he was  
chopping. He sliced away part of his thumb 
and had to dash for medical aid.
 This was a sad outcome to a good deed 
but Steve did enjoy the beautiful meal the 
Cursed Café served that evening to fellow 
and visiting members.
 Steamer Shandy and diesels Len and Percy 
were joined by a small visiting steamer 

Stan Eastwood stokes the boiler and opens the throttle for a 20th birthday run on the rails.

round the track and two magnificent traction 
engines buzzed round the marquee area.
 Lunch began with the choice of beautiful 
home-made pea and ham or vegetable and 
lamb soup, while the bakery lived up to its 
reputation with a wide selection of their 
goods for lunch to which was added a huge 
basket of giant-sized sweet mandarins from 
engineer Peter Dymond’s tree.
 Some hearty eaters managed Black Forest 
birthday cake, scones and cream.
 We even gained a new member and some 
impressed Perth club members vowed to visit 
with their locos now they have realised we 
are not just west of the Nullarbor.

Pidgin Cinderella helps 
unlock Kriol language 

Robyn Taylor introduces Dr Toby Metcalfe 
before his talk on the Kriol language at 
the Toodyay Community Resource Centre. 
(Photo: Beth Frayne 2016)

letters

Frightening bin fire
I AM WRITING TO advise residents to be 
careful about what goes into their rubbish 
recycling bins after a frightening incident in 
Connor Street last month.
 I was reading and about to go to bed when 
I heard an explosion and the sound of glass 
breaking nearby.
 I rushed outside and saw to my horror that 
my neighbours’ recycling bin was on fire 
only metres from our cars and gas cylinders.
 The flames were several metres high and 
toxic, with lung-searing fumes pouring from 
the melting plastic.
 I woke my nine-year-old son Clive who 
stayed remarkably calm and was very helpful 
and sensible while I was in a panicked dither.
 Clive untangled and dragged our hose 
down to the edge of the property and tried to 
extinguish the flames, by which time pieces 
of burning bin had scattered across  the 
driveway and set fire to a Cape Lilac tree.
 The owner could not be contacted so we 
had to do what we could.
 We hosed down the area to stop flames 
spreading but water merely dampened the 
main fire momentarily before it flared up 
again.
 There were empty bottles and cans in the 

Karla off to make magic
IT’S WITH A SAD heart but lightened soul 
that I’ve decided to walk away from the 
Toodyay Community Garden project (for 
now) – start-up projects take a huge amount 
of time and energy.
 It wouldn’t be a problem if it was paid 
work. I’ve been scraping by for the past 
two years and am now looking forward to 
focusing on my own for-profit business and 
create magic while getting compensated. 
 I leave you in good hands and will continue 
to stay involved – I can’t wait to see this 
project grow and evolve.
 A fresh start begins next month at our 
regular monthly meeting on October 15 – 
keep an eye on the Facebook page.Wishing 
you the best and happy growing in this 
beautiful spring.

Karla Hooper
Toodyay

Continued from Page 4
Nunile Carnaby trees face axe
IT IS WITH great disappointment that the 
Toodyay Naturalists’ Club has learnt of 
the pending destruction by the Shire of 
Goomalling of old mature trees – including 
some of our region’s only salmon gums – in 
Bejoording Road, Nunile.
 The WA Department of Environmental 
Regulation has granted a licence to the 
Shire of Goomalling to clear vegetation on 
the western side of the road reserve for road 
reconstruction.
 The trees are near the eastern boundary of 
the Shire of Toodyay and Wongamine Nature 
Reserve, which is a local tourist attraction.
 The Shire of Goomalling assessed the 
road reserve and the department issued the 
licence solely on the evidence of photographs 
provided by that shire.
 The Goomalling shire said it  had 
sought comment from the Toodyay Land 
Conservation District Committee but got 
no reply, which is not surprising since that 
committee no longer exists.

 The Toodyay Naturalists’ Club understands 
the destruction of these mature trees will now 
proceed despite the Shire of Goomalling 
noting an ‘unused’ Carnaby’s cockatoo 
nesting hollow in one of the trees marked 
for removal.
 Although the hollow is currently empty, the 
trees’ maturity would provide future nesting 
hollows because it takes nearly 100 years 
before they are ready for use.
 This will now never happen.
 The Toodyay Naturalists’ Club has more 
than 40 years’ interest in this section 
of Bejoording Road and the adjacent 
Wongamine Nature Reserve, where in 1974 
the club campaigned to have the vesting 
changed from ‘timber’ to ‘conservation of 
flora and fauna’.
 The land was vested with the WA Wildlife 
Authority for that purpose in 1975.
 The Toodyay Naturalists’ Club is extremely 
disappointed that it was not consulted in any 
of the latest moves, and at the speed in which 
the road reserve was ‘written off’ by the Shire 
of Goomalling.
 Did it know the trees are mainly mature 

eucalypts of considerable age?
 Goomalling shire has less than 4.6 per cent 
of its natural vegetation remaining and now 
wants to remove some near Toodyay.
 It would be better to re-align Bejoording 
Road to the east where there is little or no 
native vegetation left on the verge.
 The Toodyay Naturalists’ Club is extremely 
disappointed that the community was not 
consulted about the clearing of these valuable 
community assets.

Brian Foley, President
Toodyay Naturalists’ Club

bin, and more explosions occurred as glass 
heated up and shattered.
 It was now a chemical fire and we did not 
have an extinguisher.
 We would like to thank our neighbour 
Roma Heath who heard the commotion and 
hurried over with garden spades and to help 
us throw soil on the flames.
 We were shocked how quickly the situation 
developed, and worried that plastic Sulo 
rubbish bins can burn so ferociously. 
 The cause of the fire is unknown – perhaps 
a cigarette butt was accidentally dropped in 
the bin though how it could smoulder so long 
on a freezing night is a mystery.
 Or it could have been a deliberate act of 
vandalism – who knows?
 The message is keep an eye on your bins.

Naomi Millett
Toodyay

LOCAL WA Nationals MP Shane Love says 
“it’s a crying shame” that Toodyay – one of 
WA’s oldest inland towns – does not have a 
public swimming pool.
 Mr Love said he strongly supported a new 
pool being built in Toodyay.
 “I was very supportive of the shire 
purchasing land for a swimming pool,” Mr 
Love said.
 “To this end, I have brought several 
government ministers to town to get an 
understanding among State Cabinet members 
of issues the town faces.”
 Mr Love said he would continue to do his 
utmost to ensure Toodyay gets the recreation 

No pool a ‘crying shame’ says local MP
facilities it needs.
 The Toodyay Shire Council decided in 
August to defer seeking funds for a new pool 
for another two years after a council report 
said it was unlikely to get money for an 
aquatic centre ahead of other sports facilities.
 Councillors agreed instead to seek $1.5 
million for a new hockey field, six basketball, 
netball and tennis courts, a “modest” new 
sports pavilion and associated site works.
 Last month’s council meeting agreed to 
advertise for plant and equipment to start 
building new roads for the planned sport and 
recreation precinct next to Toodyay District 
High School.

mailto:secretary.2j.ths@%20gmail.com
mailto:rdtaylor@iinet.net.au
mailto:rdtaylor@iinet.net.au
mailto:toobide4@iinet.net.au
mailto:toobide4@iinet.net.au
http://facebook.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=beede8630d79d04f560bc7663&id=c0ce1e38cb&e=261c5d7bb3
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Bolgart News
Nolene Kaszanski and Serena Syred

ALL ROADS lead to Bolgart on Saturday 
October 15 as both the primary school and 
hotel celebrate their centenaries.
 The school will open its doors from 
2-5pm with classroom displays and student 
performances and there will be many 
fun things to do. Devonshire teas will be 
available.
 Please RSVP to Nolene Kaszanski nolene@
gmail.com if you would like to attend.
 The Bolgart Hotel will kick off its 
celebration from 5pm onwards.
 BBQ packs will be for sale and music will 
be provided. Come along and meet the past 
Bolgart publicans and catch up with friends.
 Congratulations to Lester Snooke (B 
Grade) and Dylan Crane (A Grade) on 
winning the fairest and best at the medal 
count for the Calingiri Football Club.
 They each finished with 67 points. Well 
done to them and congratulations to all other 
winners.
 Students at Bolgart Primary School were 
delighted to receive their new cubby this 
week. The new structure has been christened 
The Taj Mahal.
 Students from Bolgart, Goomalling and 
Sacred Heart schools participated in the 
Mortlock Athletics Carnival on September 
9 in Calingiri. Great sportsmanship was 
displayed on the day.
 The VPSSA Interschool Carnival took 
place in Calingiri on September 16. Bolgart, 

Toodyay Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry
Barb Dadd

THE TOODYAY Chamber of Commerce  
and Industry Spring Sundowner was held 
on Monday September 19 at the Freemasons 
Hotel and attracted nearly 40 guests.
 It was another great opportunity for 
Toodyay businesses and organisations to 
network with each other and at the same time 
discover affordable TV advertising.
 James Hayward from Firey Productions, 
one of WA’s most highly regarded TV 
producers, explained the process, production, 
implementation, benefits and costs of an 
affordable TV advertising campaign and 
answered many questions from the floor 
about this form of media.
 As a result, a number of businesses 
expressed an interest in investigating 
this possibility, and we believe Toodyay 
and all its businesses will be the ultimate 
beneficiaries.
 These sundowners are arranged to provide 
a forum to help Toodyay grow and prosper. 
Keep your eye open for the next one.

Social media follow-up
The subject of the July sundowner was the 
ever-increasing importance of social media 
and how it can help small businesses promote 
themselves inexpensively.
 Two social media workshops were held 
later in July as a result of the interest shown 

Toodyay Agricultural Society
Alison Wroth, Chief Steward

THE TIME has come for the most action-
packed time of the year for Toodyay.
 On Saturday October 8, the Toodyay 
Agricultural Society is proud to present 
the 163rd show which we will celebrating 
at the historical and very scenic Toodyay 
Showgrounds.
 The president and committee have been 
very busy this year working towards the big 
day.
 With promotional activities such as our 
new GWN advert and with social-media 
advertising and publicity, we are all hoping 
for an excellent attendance which goes hand 
in hand with a lovely fine day for the family 
to come for a day and night of entertainment.
 Speaking of entertainment this year we will 
have for your enjoyment, pony and camel 

Bolgart school, pub 
chalk up 100 years

Lester Snooke (left) and Dylan Crane.

Calingiri, Yerecoin, Cadoux, Sacred Heart 
and Goomalling primary schools competed.
 Goomalling won the JD Milner Clock 
for the highest overall score on the day and 
Calingiri won the Meritorious (handicapped) 
Shield.
 After three boys, Oliver, Mason and Noah, 
Bevan and Natarsha Clarke have had a girl.
 Emilia Alexandra arrived on September 
10, weighing 3.46kg (7lb 10oz). Emilia is 
the eighth grandchild for Neville and Donna 
Clarke. Congratulations to all.
 Any queries, please call either Serena 0427 
351 775 or Nolene 0409 942 420.

The Bolgart Hotel celebrates its centenary as the community hub.

Firey visitor explains 
how to fire up TV ads

by the sundowner guests.
 These workshops were hugely successful 
and the participants learned how to make 
a start and get their social media activities 
happening.
 The chamber is keen to gauge the 
interest from any Toodyay businesses or 
organisations looking to learn more through 
an advanced training workshop.
 If you have an interest, please email 
2jchamber@gmail.com or call Barb Dadd 
on 0439 963 849.

Next committee meeting
The next monthly chamber meeting will be 
held on Monday October 10 and we welcome 
any business owners wishing to attend.
 If you have an idea or issue you would like 
to raise with the management committee, 
please email 2jchamber@gmail.com or call 
Chamber President, Mark Dimmitt, on 0439 
865 303.

Annual General Meeting
The Toodyay Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry AGM will be held on Monday 21 
November 2016.
 The management committee is very keen 
to attract new members and encourage both 
new and existing members to get more 
involved.
 The chamber and Toodyay will undoubtedly 
benefit from your passion, enthusiasm, 
positivity and creative ideas, so please come 
along to the AGM.

Action-packed Show 
for fantastic day out

rides, dodgem cars, bouncy castle, monster 
balls, Cliff Hanger, working sheepdogs, 
fashion parades, freestyle BMX bikes, 
clowns, Mickey J, Irish and Scottish dancers, 
Scottish pipe band, karate display, blackbox 
photos, baby animals farm and a new rock 
band for the evening  – Powerhouse.
 Sponsorship through local support or 
the acquisition of grant money is the only 
way that the local country show committee 
can keep putting on a fantastic day for the 
community.
 The assistance and encouragement that we 
receive from the members of our community 
is sometimes overwhelming and we can only 
thank them by trying our best to improve the 
Toodyay Agricultural Show every year.
 Sincere thanks from the president, 
committee and members to the businesses 
that have kindly supported our society this 
year including Austral Bricks, Christmas 
360, Dunnings, Shire of Toodyay, Toodyay 
and Districts Bendigo Community Bank and 
Yankuang Bauxite Resources.
 The opening of the 163rd Toodyay Show 
will commence at 10am with Jim Chown 
MLC officiating.
 Our Rural Ambassador and now youngest 
committee member, Sarah-Jane Simonetti, 
will also be present with other invited guests.
 The Cricket Club is running the bar this 
year and members look forward to seeing 
you there to support them in their major 
fundraiser for the year.
 So, if you would like an enjoyable day at 
the show full of good food, show bags, rides 
to keep the kids busy and plenty to see and 
look at in our exhibition halls, including all 
the school’s work displays, come and see us 
on Saturday October 8 at the showgrounds.
 Stay for the Austral Brick Fireworks at 
7.30pm; they are definitely worth the wait.
See you there.

mailto:nolene@gmail.com
mailto:nolene@gmail.com
mailto:2jchamber@gmail.com
mailto:2jchamber@gmail.com
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Green Machine KOs school fete

Toodyay District High School P&C
Debbie Nichols, committee member

TOODYAY District High School recently 
held a spring fete to raise much-needed 
funding and to attract the whole community 
across the bridge to the school.
 A perfect spring day saw our school oval 
transformed into a magical display lined with 
class stalls selling second-hand books, toys, 
handmade items, face painting, cakes, plants, 
crafts and games.
 We were joined by the Fire Brigade and 
St John Ambulance and the kids enjoyed 
bouncy castles, a bucking bull and old 
fashioned novelty races.
 We had various stalls held by local 
businesses and members of the community, 
food, coffee and cakes to feed the crowds, 
a stage where various groups performed 
throughout the day and the wiggly worm 
train, balloon maker and Ranger Red.
 Nathan Martin was outstanding as our 
MC, auctioneer and race caller. Thank you 
Nathan.

 We were delighted to have as a special 
guest former world champion boxer Danny 
Green and what an absolute highlight he was.
 “The Green Machine” spoke about his time 
at school, respect, family and working hard.
 He donated personally-signed boxing 
gloves and other items that we were able to 
auction.
 We are very grateful indeed for his help 
and support.

 Thank you to Brenden Nichols for inviting 
him to our school.
 It was such a successful day with hundreds 
of people attending that approximately 
$22,000 was raised, which will do amazing 
things for our school.
 Thank you to all the kids, teachers and 
parents for the massive amount of work you 
all put in to your stalls – they were fantastic.
 Thank you to Rowan Hunter for providing 
the stage and sound.
 Thank you to Cindy, Lisa and Wayne for 
being security during the cold night.
 Thank you to Jim Silvester and the 
Toodyay Lions Club for not only being our 
first sponsor but arranging the wiggly worm 
and chocolate wheel.
 Thank you to our CWA for holding their 
annual white elephant stall at our fete and 
donating the entire proceeds to the school, 
and to the Toodyay Baptist Church for doing 
the same with their stall.
 Thank you to Debra Andrijich and the 
Toodyay Shire for a very long list of things 
and all our local businesses for happily 
donating prizes.
 Thank you to Toodyay Ballet School, 
Toodyay Karate Club, Toodyay Irish Dancing 
and Kitt Byfield for your wonderful displays 
of talent.
 Thanks to outside stall holders for being 
involved and for your donations.

 And thanks to all the many helpers before, 
during and after the event – there are just too 
many to mention.
 Special thanks go to Toodyay Lions Club, 
Toodyay Bakery, Lizard Landscape, Mobile 
Concrete Services, Toodyay & Districts 
Community Bank, SunPower WA, Regional 
Concrete & Landscape, Ringa Civil, St John 
Ambulance, Toodyay IGA, Coca Cola Café 
and The Toodyay Herald.
 Finally, a special mention to our wonderful 
Toodyay Op Shop for their generosity.

Probus scales Cunderdin heights
Probus Club of Toodyay
Jenny Hildred, Secretary

OUR LAST Probus outing was in September 
to the Cunderdin Museum.
 We all travelled by train from Toodyay to 
Cunderdin where we were taken by bus to 
the museum for a wonderful morning tea.
 After looking at the exhibits we were then 
treated to a fantastic lunch with enough food 
for double the number attending.
 After lunch we were taken in the bus for a 
trip to the highest point to see the views and 
everlastings in full bloom. Then back onto 
the train to Toodyay.
 Thank you to Jan and Norm for organising 
a fantastic day out. We all enjoyed it so much 
we plan another trip in the near future.
 Our guest speaker at the September 
meeting was Michael Sinclair-Jones, editor 
of our own Toodyay Herald.
 Michael enlightened us as to the workings 
of our local newspaper and the changes made 
in recent times to increase our circulation and 
to provide fully informed news to the local 
population.
 Our local newspaper is providing us 
with stories that should be told, providing 
free speech to the community and the 
involvement of all our local groups and 
residents.
 Michael began work as a journalist at the 
Kalgoorlie Miner and has worked on The 
West Australian and the Western Mail.

 He has also worked as a journalist overseas 
and is now giving us his expertise at the 
Toodyay Herald.
 Michael has reported on a variety of issues 
but now intends to remain in Toodyay, a 
place he loves. Thank you Michael for your 
very interesting and informative presentation 
at our last Probus Meeting.
 This month’s trip is to Wyening Mission.
 Anyone interested in joining Probus please 
contact president Peter Healy on 9574 4778 
or for membership ring John Smart on 9574 
2339.
 The next meeting will be at 7pm on 
Tuesday October 11 at the Freemasons Hotel. 
See you there.

Champion boxer Danny Green autographs a young fan’s cap. 

Ballet school – a class act.

Best hat on the ground.

Sack race competitors jump to it.

High school students serve hungry fete-goers. 
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IT WAS a long lunch at a long table for the 
long-time members of Ida’s Hideaway who 
recently celebrated their 15th birthday at 
Toodyay’s Victoria Hotel.
 Management and staff served up a 
top-notch roast and bread-and-butter 
pudding and were duly recognised for 

RSL Toodyay sub branch 
Bruce Guthrie

IN MID SEPTEMBER we held our street 
stall and raffle and once again the Toodyay 
community supported us very generously. 
Thank you so much.
 A total of $1507 was received through 
donations, street-stall raffle and bake/cake 
sales.
 The winners of the money trees were 
Warren with blue ticket B 53 and Tom with 
green ticket C 21.
 Our new welfare officer, Max Howard, 
9574 2102, is keen to help veterans in our 
community. Please call Max if we can help.
 Toodyay RSL sub branch will conduct 
Remembrance Day 2016 commemoration 
service at Anzac Memorial Park at 1045 on 
Friday November 11.
 The Toodyay Singers will perform and 
contribute to the occasion.
 The annual Sandakan Scholarship Tour 
April 2017 is now open for Year 7, 8 and 9 
students residing in our shire.
 Applications close on November 4. Contact 
Lou 9574 4310 or John 0437 228 879 for 
details and application forms.
 This scholarship offers full and part 
subsidies of fares and expenses to selected 
students and parent/guardian respectively.
 The trip to Borneo will require a current 
passport. You will meet other Australian and 
local students.
 Community dignitaries visit the sights and 
take part in remembrance of Sandakan and 
Anzac over 15 days.
 Previous trip winners have experienced ‘a 
trip of a lifetime’ and to date there has been 
a positive response to enquiries.
 The memorial trees issue at Anzac 
Memorial Park continues to be under 
consideration by council as an outstanding 
or unresolved matter.
 To recap, at council’s July 16 meeting it 
was resolved that two mature lemon-scented 
gums would be removed to improve the 
heavy-haulage transport route through the 
Anzac Terrace and Clinton Street corner 
at the war memorial site. A third tree could 
also be removed at the same time for access-
improvements around the war memorial.
 Council is currently awaiting a review from 
the Main Roads Department on a heavy-
haulage route through Toodyay townsite 
and, an arborist’s report on the age of three 
lemon-scented gums growing on Anzac 
Memorial Park. 
 The council is also writing to the State 
Government seeking support for a permanent 
heavy-haulage bypass north of town.
 Further information will be provided in 
future editions of The Herald as it comes to 
hand.
 We note with sadness the passing of Denis 
Connelly – vice-president of RSLWA. Denis 
served in the RAAF including a posting in 
South Vietnam in 1967.
 He received the Certificate of Achievement 
from RSLWA for services as editor of The 
Listening Post and for 19 years’ voluntary 
service. RIP  Denis.
 RSL Toodyay will hold a general meeting 
on Saturday October 29 at 1400 at The 
Memorial Hall. All are welcome to attend.
 We wish all members and veterans a speedy 
recovery if unwell at this time.

Ida’s Hideaway gang tuck into 
birthday nosh-up at The Vic

their ongoing support as were Toodyay IGA, 
the shire, Toodyay and Districts Bendigo 
Community Bank, Butterly Cottages and 
members/helpers Marilyn and Chips, Charlie 
and Maria, Robert Ferguson and Rosie 
McClellan.
 Rosie (centre right) is a fresh face who 

Silver Chain explains how older people 
can remain longer in their own homes

RSL keeps 
its sights  
on Anzac 
Park trees

brings cakes each Saturday to the group.
 Ida (front right) cut an impressive cake 
with longest-serving member Laurie 
Beech.
 It was smiles all round as Ida told her 
friends that she hopes the Hideaway goes 
on forever.

 At the end of the meeting, Amy and Claire 
inspected the buildings that house St John 
ambulance, Morangup Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade and SES and they also visited the 
proposed ambulance building site.
 Some attendees put their hands up to 
become volunteer drivers so it is possible 
that we could eventually have our own local 
volunteer transport service.
 A big thank you to Amy and Claire for 
coming and providing such constructive 
and positive reassurance, to the social and 

craft group for organising the meeting and 
enjoyable morning tea and to Wilma and Sue 
for conceiving and organising the event.
 If you are interested in accessing Silver 
Chain’s services the first step is to contact 
the Regional Assessment Service on 1300 
785 415 for an assessment of your needs and 
circumstances.
 Following this, for more information 
contact the Silver Chain call centre on 1300 
650 803 and ask for Claire Wall of Northam/
Toodyay Region.

Morangup Matters
Danielle Wrench and Susan Bussell

IT WAS a solid turnout for last month’s 
Silver Chain information session organised 
by the Morangup Social and Craft Group.
 Thirty-six local residents heard a 
comprehensive presentation about accessing 
services of which many were unaware.
 Toodyay Silver Chain manager Amy 
and team leader Claire answered a range 
of questions about accessing home and 
gardening help, volunteer transport, home-
care and nursing packages.
 The audience learned about flexible health-
care and support packages that enable people 
to remain in their own homes for a longer 
time.
 After the presentation everyone enjoyed a 
delicious morning tea provided by the social 
and craft group ladies.
 This was also an opportunity for Amy and 
Claire to informally meet people and discuss 
their individual situations.
 The session generated an atmosphere of 
trust and fellowship as well as providing an 
opportunity for many older residents to meet 
with other residents and share their problems.  
 Laughter and positivity were the order of 
the day.

IT’S TIME TO PREPARE
Prescribed Burning

Grass / Scrub Slashing
Forest Mulching

Firebreaks
Weed Spraying

Property Management Plans

BUSHFIRE
PREVENTION
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Corry@firemitigation.com.au
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Now Vino’s over it’s time to hit the Arts Trail
Arts Toodyay
Clive Eger

SEPTEMBER HAS been a month of very 
mixed emotions for the members of Arts 
Toodyay.
 Our biggest event of the year has been the 
eighth annual VINO art exhibition and it has 
really been a cracker of a show.
 VINO just gets better and better and the 
variety and quality of the work has been 
higher than ever.
 With 140 works of art from 41 local 
artists it has been a feast for visitors and 
their appreciation has been reflected in the 
excellent sales figures.
 The opening night was attended by a 
capacity crowd at Coorinja Winery and the 
exhibition was officially opened by Mark 
Dimmitt, President of the Toodyay Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry.
 Mark spoke passionately about the essential 
role of the arts in a thriving and well-rounded 
community.
 A highlight of the evening was the 
presentation of an honorary lifetime 
membership to our host, Michael Wood, by 
Arts Toodyay past-president Sharon Boxall.
 As the owner of Coorinja Winery, Michael 
and his late father Hector, have been 
extraordinarily generous and supportive 
hosts of this annual exhibition since its 
inception.
 It is difficult to imagine VINO in any other 
place but the rustic, warm surroundings of 
the Coorinja Winery barrel room. We thank 
everyone who participated in the exhibition.
 With the VINO exhibition still fresh in our 

minds it’s time to turn to our next event – the 
second Arts Toodyay Art Trail on October 22 
and 23.
 The Art Trail is an open-studio event with 
10 local artists inviting visitors to come and 
chat and see them work.
 A map will be available from the Visitors 
Centre and from all of the venues so that 
visitors can navigate between the studios in 
town and in the surrounding area.
 Many artists will be welcoming visitors 

WA Bush Poets and Yarnspinners
Bill Gordon, President

THE BEST bush poets in WA are heading 
back to Toodyay for their fourth annual Act 
Belong Commit Bush Poetry Festival on 
November 4-6.
 The festival incorporates the annual State 
Championships and is held in the Memorial 
Hall over the weekend.
 The festival starts on the Friday with a 
poetry writing and performance workshop 
being conducted by Rob Christmas.
 Rob is an accomplished poet from Sydney, 
and she will be one of the judges for the 
competition.
 The workshop is free and is open to all 
interested persons, poets and supporters 
alike. It will be held in the CWA Hall, starting 
at 1pm.
 The event will feature some of the state’s 
best bush poets including previous WA 
championship winners, Keith Lethbridge, 
Peter Blyth and Christine Boult.
 The WA Bush Poets and Yarnspinners 
Association is keeping alive the Australian 
tradition of bush poetry including the 
works of Banjo Patterson, Henry Lawson 
and others of their era. Members also write 
and recite poems about current events and 
issues including many humorous and often 
embarrassing situations.
 In recent years, there has been a resurgence 
of this style of poetry, not only in its writing 
but in performing the works of both the 
traditional masters as well as that of many 

Bush poets back for a yarn
outstanding modern poets.
 Names like Marco Gliori, Murray Hartin, 
Melanie Hall and Susie Carcary have become 
synonymous with both performance and 
writing excellence. The skilful poet is able 
to fully captivate the listener with their story 
which may or may not be true, or may be 
embellished beyond belief.
 The condensed timetable for the event is:
Friday 4, poetry writing workshops then 
dinner with the poets at Jennacubbine 
Tavern; Saturday morning, junior and 
novice performance competition; Saturday 
afternoon, novice classics reader, yarn 
spinning and contemporary performance 
championships.
 On Saturday evening there will be a family 
bush dance plus ballroom dancing. The 
winning poems in the written competition 
will be presented at the dance.
 Sunday starts with a poets’ breakfast, 
then traditional and original serious 
performance competition. In the afternoon, 
there will be the final competition category, 
original humorous, along with the award 
presentations.
 The WA Bush Poets and Yarnspinners wish 
to acknowledge the generous support from 
Healthway, CBH and RoadWise as well 
as Toodyay Shire Council, Toodyay and 
Districts Bendigo Community Bank, Makit 
Hardware and Toodyay Holiday Park.
 All events are free including the fun family 
night bush dance on Saturday night.
 Further information including entry forms 
may be found at wabushpoets.asn.au.

Toodyay Community Bus
Di Roberts, Secretary

SEPTEMBER is the month of smells, rain, 
new shoots on trees, snails, caterpillars and 
flowers and the ultimate smell of something 
cooking.
 The Cheeky Bus has been settled into the 
garage for some weeks so last Friday came 
with the realisation that spring had finally 
sprung.

Cheeky Bus revs up for Toodyay Show shuttle
 Said the Cheeky Bus: “Coming under my 
bed (the garage) was the most unbelievable 
smell of cooked sausages and rissoles, 
which, after investigation by my carer, was 
found to be wafting from the IGA store in 
celebration of their birthday.
 “Gosh,” continued the Bus. “Oh, to have 
a sizzling sausage when all I have is a drink 
of fuel to keep me going.”
 Nevertheless, congratulations to the IGA 
store and their staff on a splendid turnout for 

including, Despina Weston, Sharon Boxall, 
Margot Watkins and Brian Aylward.
 Potter Clive Eger will be demonstrating 
his craft at Uniquely Toodyay and visitors 
are welcome to join in and get a bit of mud 
on their hands in the name of ‘art’.
 On the down side, September has brought 
the news that Arts Toodyay Inc will soon 
have to vacate its clubrooms in the old police 
station on Duke Street.
 The rustic old timber building has been 

our home for about 12 years thanks to the 
generosity of the Shire of Toodyay but now 
the property will be sold and we will be 
moving on.
 We are hoping that there will be a ‘silver 
lining’ to this unsettling turn of events and 
that we can find new accommodation better 
suited to our aims of broadening our range of 
arts activities and community involvement.
 It has also given us the opportunity to 
revisit the history of Arts Toodyay and to 
appreciate the foresight of the founding 
members who established the group in 2004 
who understood the benefits of such a group 
for the Toodyay community.

their birthday celebration.
 Speaking of occasions, our wonderful 
driver, Phil, had the opportunity to take some 
young people down to Crown Theatre Perth 
to see the musical The Sound of Music.
 Phil reports that he has never had such 
gracious and well-behaved youngsters 
aboard the bus.
 Sincere thanks must go to those students 
for showing how they can enjoy the Cheeky 
Bus and also enjoy their event.
 Another event that is always on the list for 
the Bus is the Toodyay Picnic Races, and 
thanks must go to our drivers, John, Jeff and 
Phil who were available to take the pretty 
people to and from the racecourse.
 We must congratulate the organisers of the 
Toodyay Picnic Races for another splendid 
and successful day and also the folk who 
came and went on the bus. Some of them 
were, to some extent, a little jovial; could 
they have had a win on the day?
 Our next big adventure will be the Toodyay 
Agricultural Show, so please remember we 
are going to be a shuttle bus for the day.
 Our main meeting place will be outside 

the Toodyay Visitors Centre from where it 
will be an enjoyable few minutes’ ride to the 
show. This will allow people not wishing 
to park their cars near the showground to 
leave them somewhere convenient within 
the Toodyay precinct.
 Starting at 9 am when the gates open at the 
show, we will continue trips throughout the 
day with a half hour turnaround time.
 Very soon, our Cheeky Bus will make 
a special announcement to the town of 
Toodyay and hopefully all will be revealed 
in the November edition of The Herald.
 We are pretty excited and when you read 
what will be happening, you will also feel 
great.
 Have a wonderful time at the Toodyay 
show and look for us along the way; we will 
be happy to take you to and from the show, 
and share good conversation along the way.
 My last message is that the Toodyay 
Community Bus will be having its AGM 
on Monday October 10 in the Shire Council 
Chambers, commencing at 10am. We need 
new members and old members to come by 
and share what we believe in Our Bus.

Toodyay Shire Cr Kate Wood with Jan Manning at the Vino exhibition opening.

Outgoing Arts Toodyay President, Sharon 
Boxall, presents Michael Wood with honorary 
life membership. Thumbs up Michael.

http://www.wabushpoets.asn.au
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Knitters and Natters Coffee Club
Alison Wroth

THE SECOND official gathering of our new 
club was met with the warmest of greetings 
from Bec at the Cola Café as we made our 
way in, knitting bags in hand, on a cold 
Wednesday morning to what is now our 
regular knitters’ table.
 Only four keen knitters ranging in skill and 
projects from beginners to experienced made 
a showing at the club that morning, but we 
all enjoyed the company, chat and definitely 
the hot coffee and cake.
 I have completed two items to put into this 
year’s show. Believe it or not it is the first 
time that I have ever entered the needlework 
section over all the years that I’ve been 
involved with the agricultural society.

The Crooked Needle
Heather Wright

WHERE DO the days go? I just cannot 
believe we are in October already.
 And, to think there are only 13 Fridays 
until Christmas is just too much for me to 
deal with as I am sure I will not have my 
handmade gift completed in time. I did 32 
cross-stitches on Friday and I have 320,000 
to go.
 We have been busy little beavers lately. The 
shire has installed a cupboard in the hall for 
our use and we thank them.
 Now all our precious items like urns, Tim 
Tams etc. don’t have to be carted home each 
week. It makes a big difference to the ladies 
who kindly did that.
 We still have members on holiday and the 
cold weather deters some of our ladies from 
coming.
 Val K. was busy judging cooking at the 
Royal Show so she has been given a leave 
pass; it’s school holidays for Tanya so she 
needs to spend quality time at home.
 Val A. is taking a well-earned break in 
Kalgoorlie, Sandra has returned from a 
lovely time in Tasmania – she didn’t mention 
the cold – and others come and go.

Toodyay Spinners
Ange Sturman and Gail Williams

THIS MONTH I want to introduce you to 
Gail Williams and this is how she joined 
our group:
 “Quite a few years ago, back in the days 
when the Pilbara, and Karratha in particular, 
was not as populated as it is now, I lived in 
Karratha where I was introduced to spinning 
– yes, in Karratha, a place not known for a 
cool climate.

Tim Tams finally go 
into lock-down

 As you are reading this the show will be 
upon us and our ladies are gearing up for it 
in different ways.
 A special mention must be made of Megan 
and Karen who have taken on stewards’ 
duties for the day. How lucky are we to have 
such great volunteers among us.
 Some ladies are cooking, others knitting 
or crocheting. All this helps to make our 
community event successful for the small 
band of people who work hard to make the 
show special.
 Recently we were lucky enough to have our 
friend Di join us for morning tea. Di was a 
regular at Wendouree Cafe and always had a 
cheery greeting and gave a bit of cheek our 
way with her 50c table companions.
 We heard she has found this winter 
particularly cold, so Gail knitted up a couple 
of pairs of socks for her and Jan, and with 
help from Annette, finished a warm quilt to 
help her keep warm on these freezing nights.
 Di was lost for words, such a rare 
occurrence, but her smile said it all and 
made us all feel bright and happy.
 Let’s hope the spring weather has sprung 
and we all warm up a bit, and we all get 
organised early for Christmas. We live in 
hope

Annette displays her colourful warm winter quilt.

Chilly knitters unwind at 
their favourite table

Alpacas reignite Gail’s 
interest in spinning

 “Back then I wanted to try everything I 
could and dabbled in craft – well, how else 
are you to find out what you really like to do?
 “Many years later we moved down south 
to Northam where we were introduced to the 
wonderful world of alpacas – Suri alpacas 
in particular – and having these beautiful 
animals with their long silk-like fibre is really 
what re-ignited my interest in spinning.
 “A few years after taking over the Alpaca 
Knitwear shop in Toodyay I approached a 
friend to give me a few spinning lessons 
just to refresh my fingers and feet as it had 
been a very long time since my first lesson 
in Karratha.
 “On many occasions I would be sitting 
outside the shop spinning away and causing 
quite a bit of interest, especially from 
overseas visitors to Toodyay.
 “On one of these occasions I also had a 
visit from a couple of local ladies who I later 
learned were from the Toodyay Spinners 
group and for quite a few years, every week 
after they left Spinners, they would drop in 
for a coffee on their way home.
 “So of course, after I retired from the 
shop, I decided to join them at the Toodyay 
Spinners and that is my story and how I 
became a spinner.”
 Our spinning group meets every Wednesday 
from 9am to noon, and every 3rd Saturday 
of the month (also from 9am to noon) at 
Parkers’ Cottage in the showgrounds.
 The felting group meeting time is on the 
2nd Monday each month from noon to 3pm 
also at Parkers’ Cottage.
 Felting group contact is Jenny Cornwall 
9574 5978.
 For further information on our group please 
contact Heather Jones, Secretary on 0407 
287 002 or Judy Mackie, President on 9574 
4421.
 New members are most welcome – no 
experience necessary.Gail Williams at the wheel.

 So next time the third Wednesday in the 
month rolls around and you don’t have 
anything to do, come along to the Cola Café 
and we’ll see you from 9am to noon.
 Knitting is so relaxing, for the mind and 
soul.
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Lynlee Chitty, Serena Syred, Bree 
Byfield and Gloria Hayden

A HIGH TEA fund raising event for Breast 
Cancer Care WA was held in early September.
 We would like to thank the 70 women who 
attended the event in Toodyay’s CWA Hall 
and those that couldn’t, but bought tickets.
 Thanks also to those who donated 
raffle prizes. Such generosity enables the 
organisation to continue providing essential 
support and services to people and families 
affected by breast cancer.

Avon Woodturners
Andrea McCandlish

GREETINGS from the wool pavilion. Not 
too much longer and it will be “Greetings 
from the community depot”.
 At the time of writing, the woodturners 
are finalising the lease agreement with the 
Shire of Toodyay for the new workshop at the 
Toodyay community depot and are looking 
forward to starting on the internal fit-out of 
the shed.
 As this involves permits and inspections 
along the way, we don’t anticipate being able 
to properly move into the shed for a while 
yet but it is going to be worth the wait.
 The past couple of months have been a busy 
period for some of our members. As well as 
attending monthly weekend workshops at 
Bunbury and Wandi, two members attended 
the York Agricultural Show to demonstrate 
woodturning and others have been busy 
working on the annual raffle prize plus 
making pens for the Duyfken Foundation.

 Max Heath was contacted by a friend 
connected to the Duyfken Foundation to 
produce 130 pens from timber salvaged 
during a refit of the Duyfken replica.
 The workshop at Wandi included the 
AGM of the Woodturners Association. 
Our member Andrea McCandlish was 
returned as president for a further year and 
Avon convenor David Doye continues as a 
committee member.
 Coming activities include some of us 
attending workshops by international 
woodturners and the fast-approaching 
Toodyay Agricultural Show. This scribe has 
several unfinished projects to get cracking 
on to finish in time for entering in the show.
 At present, few members can make it on 
Wednesday night so we’ve decided to wait 
for a bit of warmer weather and longer days 
before recommencing our Wednesday night 
sessions.
 Our Sunday workshop session is still 9am 
to noon.
 Remember – don’t drive tired.

 Over the past year, through the wonderful 
support of fundraising events like this one 
Breast Cancer Care WA has provided 6192 
occasions of support and run ninety support/
therapy groups in ten locations.
 They also processed 533 financial 
applications for financial support.
 A huge thank you to Annette Syred who did 
an amazing job catering for the High Tea.
 Thank you everyone for your support and 
generosity. We raised $2204.85.
 Together we made a difference.

Breast Cancer High Tea cups 
overflow with generosity

Ladies enjoy an excellent High Tea to raise funds for families affected by breast cancer. 

Turners in high rotation 
over winter months

At a function attended by Dutch and Australian members Max Heath is shown presenting 
the Duyfken pens to John Longley.
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HICAPS available for instant private 
health insurance claims (DVA ICWA) 

Dr Kate-Lyn McIntosh

Saturday mornings 9am to 12noon

Open: Mondays and Thursdays 2pm to 7pm

www.lampchiro.com.au

Toodyay Tidy Towns
Greg Warburton

THE STATE Tidy Towns Sustainable 
Communities Awards were held at the Royal 
Perth Yacht Club on Friday September 23 
and not unexpectedly Toodyay was well-
represented.
 Because we had only entered one category, 
Heritage and Culture this year, committee 
members Vicki and Peter ‘Robbo’ got into 
the theme by wearing period costume.
 Peter looked resplendent in top hat and tails 
while Vicki turned heads in her Edwardian 
finery.
 In her opening speech, WA Governor Kerry 
Sanderson made especially complimentary 
references to Toodyay’s outstanding effort 
hosting the National Tidy Towns Award 
event back in March (was it only that long 
ago?).
 The Governor later chatted at length with 
committee members who are by this time no 
strangers to Her Excellency.
 Towns from all over the State were 
represented at the event with an exciting, 
unfolding program as the different award 
categories were announced.
 Winning towns were: Paraburdoo, 
Young Legends; Port & South Hedland,  
Environmental Sustainability plus the 
separate Clean Beaches Award; Meekatharra, 
Litter Prevention and Waste Management 
and, Wongan Hills, Community Action and 
Wellbeing.
 Albany basked in a multitude of high profile 
successes which included an Environmental 
Education Award and WA’s Sustainable City 
Award making them a contender for the 
National Title.
 Albany’s Tidy Towns Living Treasure Alice 
Rule was there and her fellow Community 
Driver Janice Ford gave an impassioned 
keynote address.
 The overall State winner was the tiny SW 
town of Greenbushes with its bio-diversity 
projects and water-wise program which 
includes rejecting bottled water.

Bejoording Community Group 
News
From the desk of The Badger

IF THERE’S any one night of the year 
guaranteed to bring a crowd to the shed it’s 
our Annual Seafood Feast.
 Has anyone heard of a Chinaman? I 
hadn’t, but it was the name of the fabulous 
big fish that was baked whole, stuffed with 
herbs and lemons and goodness knows 
what else, and tasted sensational.
 In case that wasn’t enough, there were 
Spanish mackerel cutlets and salmon 
steaks on the barbecue, as well as more 
traditional fare such as prawns, mussels, 
calamari and my personal favourite, a 
seafood lasagne. Most of us gorged to the 
point of discomfort, but how could you not 
try everything on offer?
 A great big thank you to seafood master 
chefs Kim and Darb Leonhardt and Linda 
Veldtman for her lasagne.
 Later in the month the community 
gathered for our annual 4WD Mystery 
Picnic, and possibly due to good weather 
in a bad month, there was a surprisingly 

Baked Chinaman stars at 
shed’s annual fish feast

good turnout with about a dozen vehicles. 
The main destination for the picnic was 
somewhere in the Julimar Forest.
 It’s these regular events that make 
Bejoording such a special place to live.
 If there’s no column in the next issue of 
the Herald don’t think we’ve lost interest.
  The Badger will be overseas for most 
of October and part of November, but if 
my friends send me some material then 
anything’s possible.
 Your monthly reminder. We meet every 
Wednesday evening (except in January) at 
the Bejoording Community Centre which 
shares premises with the local Volunteer 
Bush Fire Brigade in Bejoording Road. 
Come along from 6pm and leave when it 
suits you.
 It’s strictly ‘come as you are’ casual. Kids 
are welcome and there are fun events every 
month.
 If you aren’t yet a member, we’d love to 
get to know you.
 If you want to know more you can contact 
president Barry Grey on 9574 2149, or call 
The Badger on 0414 250 484. Hope to see 
you soon.

Tidy Towners dips their lids 
to Her Excellency

 This will see the town competing for the 
National Prize in Triabunna, Tasmania, next 
year.
 What a pleasure it will be for us to attend 
without having to organise anything.
 Towards the end of proceedings the 
Heritage and Culture category winner was 
announced and Toodyay was of course 
delighted to receive this long-awaited 
recognition.
 There is no doubting the hard work by 
volunteers and the shire to preserve and 
promote our heritage and culture through the 
dedication of the Toodyay Historical Society 
and our Curator, Margie Erble.
 Special congratulations also to member 
Linda Rooney for her first and resoundingly 
successful submission.
 Many thanks also for the assistance of 
seasoned tidy towner and historian, Beth 
Frayne, and the contribution made by the 
‘Mini-Moondyne’ team when the judges 
were in town.
 They obviously made quite an impression.
 More good news for the Tidy Town 
Committee has included the endorsement of 
the council for the proposed mural project 
after a PowerPoint presentation of mural 
examples from around the state.
 Currently, the committee is preparing a 
concept theme design and seeking quotes 
from professional mural artists.
 Travelling to Perth down Redhill recently 
I saw a Keep Australia Beautiful activity at 
the Redhill Lookout and pulled over to find 
out what was happening.
 I was overjoyed to see that a group of 
geocachers working with Keep Australia 
Beautiful had removed the massive build-up 
of dumping from the gully below the lookout.
 This was to be the next stage of Toodyay 
Tidy Town’s Redhill projects but now a 
wonderful volunteer group has saved us the 
trouble, although dumping will undoubtedly 
continue at this tourist spot.
 Enquiries about Tidy Towns can be made 
to Secretary, Kaye 9574 2056 or Greg  
0429 009 425.

Dumped rubbish removed from the Redhill lookout by volunteers.

CWA Notes
Elizabeth Mansom

WHAT A BUSY month September is – even 
if you’re not in CWA.
 Everyone makes the most of the warmer 
temperatures and green and gold environment 
before the hot weather arrives and browns 
everything off.
 On September 2, seven of us went across 
to Bindoon to their Home, Craft and Garden 
day.
 Two highlights were the choir of 
Immaculate Heart College which received 
a standing ovation at the end of an entrancing 
half hour and a huge turnip which should win 
a prize in the local show unless it becomes 
soup in the meantime.
 The September craft day was spent sorting 
and packing the white elephants we had 
accumulated for the school fete.
 On the morning Viv, Ev, Judith, Bethan, 
Glenys and Meg turned out in the frost to 
set up.
 Did you visit us? Those who did enabled 
us to contribute $503 to the magnificent total 
raised.
 Hearty congratulations to the organisers 
who ensured a smooth-running day, the 
participants who drew in visitors and 
entertained, and the workers, whether they 
applied sauce to those luscious hamburgers 

Frolics, fashion and fete keep CWA on the hop

or carried furniture to and fro.
 At the monthly meeting on September 22 
we congratulated ourselves on the outcome 
of the white elephant stall at the school 
fete, finalised arrangements for the fashion 
parade on the 24th and Joy and Jen readied 
for postage contributions towards Christmas 
boxes that had been collected to send to 
troops serving overseas.
 A beautifully written and illustrated letter 

from Tallon Hogan regarding the school fete 
was circulated among members.
 About 50 of us had an afternoon of 
surprises and laughter on September 24 at 
our fashion parade 
 This number included the Northern 
Districts Craft Group, who kindly provided 
one of the raffle prizes, and CWA members 
from Bolgart and York.
 We’ve held these functions with the 
Toodyay Op Shop before and people are 
always surprised at the stylish outfits 
parading before them.
 Three CWA ladies, five Op Shop ladies 
and one granddaughter crammed into the 
tiny back room at the CWA Hall, each with 

at least four changes: one would-be super-
model brought along eight.
 Some items were claimed as we wore them 
and we had to be quick to say something 
(generally an accessory)  was from our 
personal wardrobe.
 A huge thank you to Trish Young who was 
parade MC; definitely an alternative career 
if you need one, Trish.
 At the end of the parade ladies crowded 
around the racks of clothes brought from the 
Op Shop looking for a bargain and frequent 
cries of ‘Who’s taking the money?’ kept 
Linda in high demand.
 From the $5 entrance fee, raffles and trade 
tables, the CWA made $495.
 We’ll let you know what the Op Shop made 
from sales in the next issue although if you 
drop in and ask I’m sure they’ll be delighted 
to tell you.
 It is definitely a desirable way to raise 
money – fun and frolics all the way.
 October is show month and the Toodyay 
Agricultural Show is always a great family 
day out. Look for Nessie presenting the CWA 
display in the pavilion
 The following Saturday York CWA is 
hosting a fashion parade in conjunction with 
Kimbos so a group of us is off to return the 
favour they did us by coming to ours.
 CWA meets at 1pm on the fourth Thursday 
of the month in the CWA Hall next to the 
Garden Centre in Stirling Terrace, Toodyay.
 There is plenty of parking in Charcoal 
Lane, with disabled access from Charcoal 
Lane down the side of the hall.
 Hall bookings are being taken by Glenys 
Clabaugh on 9574 5110 or 0427 478 325.

Left to right: Elizabeth, Glenys, Meg, Judith and Bethan at the school spring fete CWA stall.

Somewhere in the Julimar Forest, the 4WD Mystery Picnic pulls up stumps.


