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Tanya Stuart uses heavy boltcutters to crack open a car bonnet as Julimar and Central 
Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade volunteers watch on. The two brigades got valuable instruction 
from a visiting Toodyay Fire and Rescue team on fighting car fires after a serious incident 
on Julimar Road. It brought the three teams together for a morning of dramatic fire control 
demonstrations, followed by a lunchtime barbecue at the Julimar fire shed. More page 7.

Firies muscle up to crack burning cars

of playing fields and multi-sports courts 
before an aquatic facility”.
 It said a revised grant application for $1.5 
million “without the inclusion of the aquatic 
centre” would enable “progress to be made 
in the area of sport and recreation that is long 
overdue”.
	 Construction	 of	 new	 playing	 fields	 and	
multi-sports courts would have “positive 
social implications in several areas, reduce 

Michael Sinclair-Jones

PLANS for a new six-lane public swimming 
pool have been shelved for at least another 
two years in favour of a new hockey pitch 
and six courts for basketball, netball and 
tennis.
 Toodyay Shire Councillors voted 9-0 last 
month to delay pool funding until at least 
2018 after being told it was unlikely to get 
State Government money for a new aquatic 
centre ahead of the other sports facilities.
 Shire councillors decided instead to seek 
$1.5 million in State Government community 
and recreation funding in 2017-18 for:
•	a	new	hockey	field;
•	 shelter	for	watching	hockey;
•	 six	basketball,	netball	and	tennis	courts;
•	a ‘modest’ sports pavilion with storage 
change	rooms	and	function	area;	and

•	associated site works.
 The new sports facilities are part of plans 
for a new $27 million sports and recreation 
precinct – including a swimming pool – next 
to Toodyay District High School.
 It will enable hockey to be played on a 
new	field	instead	of	having	to	share	with	the	
town’s football oval after Toodyay’s former  
hockey pitch was moved in 2013 because 
part of it covers an Aboriginal burial ground 
behind the grandstand.
 The shire’s $1.5 million bid will also enable 
the Toodyay Tennis Club to move to better 
courts and member facilities than it has at its 
current headquarters in Fiennes Street across 
from the Shire Council chamber.
 The shire is holding about $100,000 in 
a reserve fund – which includes money 
donated by ratepayers – for a long-awaited 
public swimming pool.
 However, a report to council said the 
community may not share State Government 
sport and recreation funding priorities 
“which would appear to be for the provision 

TOODYAY Shire President 
D a v i d  D o w,  D e p u t y 
President Therese Chitty 
and Cr Judy Dow did not 
disclose an impartiality 
interest in last month’s 9-0 
vote to seek $1.5 million 
for new Toodyay Tennis 
Club and other sports 
facilities although all three 
councillors are senior tennis 
club	officials.
 The  sh i r e  p re s iden t 
is Toodyay Tennis Club 
treasurer, Cr Chitty is club 
secretary and the shire 
president’s wife, Cr Judy 
Dow, is club president.
 Nor did the shire president 
or Cr Chitty disclose an 
impartiality interest in 2014 
when councillors voted 
9-0 to spend $95,000 to 
upgrade the shire’s public 
tennis courts, also used by 
adjacent Toodyay Tennis 
Club members.

 However, they did disclose 
an impartiality interest last 
year when councillors voted 
9-0 to accept a $98,595 
quote to carry out the work.
 They also disclosed an 
impartiality interest two 
years ago in a 9-0 vote to 
adopt a master plan for a 
new sport and recreation 
precinct, including a new 
home and improved playing 
facilities for Toodyay Tennis 
Club members.
 However, there was no 
disclosure of impartial 
interest in last month’s 9-0 
vote to fund tennis club and 
other sports facilities ahead 
of a new swimming pool.
 Local government law 
says interest “need not be 
disclosed” if a person is a 
member	or	office	bearer	of	
a	not-for-profit	body.
 However, such people 
may declare an interest 

“which might appear to 
raise	a	conflict	between	the	
person’s private interests 
and the person’s duty as a 
council member”.
 It is understood councillors 
are generally advised to “err 
on the side of caution”.
 When asked about it, Cr 
David Dow said he was 
unavailable to respond due 
to circumstances beyond his 
control but said Cr Chitty 
could respond on his behalf.
 Cr Chitty said she could 
speak only for herself “but 
in respect to the resurfacing 
of the courts, I declared 
an interest in this as this 
involved the spending of 
money”.
 “If I made an incorrect 
decision at other meetings 
when declaring an interest I 
apologise, I will learn from 
my mistakes and move on,” 
she said.

Anyone for tennis?

THE AXING of two tall trees at the town’s 
Anzac Memorial Park has been deferred by 
the Toodyay Shire Council until the town’s 
heavy-haulage	bypass	is	officially	assesed.
 The route between Hamersley Road and 
Harper	Street	 has	five	 right-angle bends, 
including one at the corner of Anzac Parade 
and Clinton Street where two of the 14 
mature lemon-scented gums that fringe the 
memorial park stand on the verge.
 Councillors voted 8-1 in July to cut down 
the trees to make the corner safer for trucks, 
although a shire works report said it would 
still not solve the problem.
 A storm of public protest erupted a week 
later when tree loppers arrived at the scene.
 Workmen used a cherry picker and 
chainsaw to cut down two limbs before a 
small group of protesters stood in front of 
the trees and refused to move.
Continued Page 3.
Bat in the Belfry, Page 11

Anzac trees 
temporary 
reprieve

pressure on the current oval at the existing 
showground site and (see) a likely increase in 
hockey and other activities along with more 
opportunities for competitions”.
 Final costings and funding – which will 
still	require	the	shire	to	provide	“significant	
financial	support,	including	loan	and	reserve	
funds”- would be presented to a shire public 
forum at the council chamber in Fiennes 
Street at 4pm on Tuesday September 13.

Pool delayed 2 years
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THANK YOU

Ol’ Blind Joe
Art of War

THE TOODYAY HERALD believes in a 
free, open and democratic society with 
informed discussion of local issues.
 We believe our community should be 
able to exchange views, express opinions, 
discuss ideas and have an opportunity to 
openly assess all areas of public policy.
 A key ingredient  i s  communi ty 
engagement, and we believe your local 
independent	not-for-profit	newspaper	can	
play a role to help make it happen.
 Often there are no simple answers to 
complex	questions,	 and	finding	 the	 right	
balance can be hard.

Ask the experts
 Fortunately we have many highly 
qualified	 people	 in	 our	 community	with	
experience	in	a	broad	range	of	fields.
 From the next edition we want to pick 
their brains on your behalf.
 We want to know what really matters 
to	you	so	we	can	find	the	right	experts	to	
explain what it all means.
 You are invited to ask us to examine any 
local topic you think is worthy of informed 
public discussion by sending your ideas to 
feedback@toodyayherald.com.au.
 We look forward to hearing from you in 
the weeks ahead.

I FIRST met Socrates when we were young 
stonemasons in Athens and I worked in his 
shadow.
	 Considered	to	be	his	finest	work,	his	Three	
Graces stood near the Acropolis before his 
fame as a philosopher grew in later years.
 After recent events I set out to seek his 
advice and when I arrived he dismissed all 
of his students except Plato, and bade him 
saddle three mules.
 Over wine, we discussed the storm clouds 
gathering since the Emperor and the Council 
Senate voted to remove two lemon scented 
gums from the sacred grove within Anzac 
Memorial Park which honours the fallen of 
The Great War.
 We gazed at the seven hills surrounding 
Rome where the serried ranks of an outraged 
citizenry danced to the drums of war roiling 
through the city.
 We set off towards the easternmost hill and 
spoke to Hannibal with his 37 war elephants 
lined up in the distance.
 A mountain of a man, he was draped in a 
bear pelt and sat cross legged with a goat’s 
leg in one hand and a jug of wine in the other.
 He had lost half his troops fleeing the 
Romans when forced to journey through the 
Alps and only 50,000 men and 6000 cavalry 
remained.
 However, being one of the greatest military 
commanders in history, he had kept the 
element of surprise and none knew he waited 
outside their gates.
 I nodded towards the scroll on the stool 
beside him, The Art of War by Sun Tzu, and 
I opined that he was the greatest Chinese 
military strategist in history.

Thunderbolt
HANNIBAL smiled and quoted, “Let your 
plans be dark and impenetrable as night, and 
when you move, fall like a thunderbolt.”
 Despite him being the last man on earth to 
display sentimentality, when he snarled that 
his grandfather had died in the Great War 
and was commemorated in Anzac Memorial 
Park,	a	flashing	recognition	of	our	common	
humanity passed between us.
 Spitting some bones into the fire and 
throwing his head back he unleashed a deep 
guttural laugh devoid of any humour as if 
mocking the gods.
 He locked our gaze and told us how 
living with the ice maidens of the Alps for 
three	years	had	kindled	a	fierce	fire	within	
his breast for revenge and no man could 
withstand his fury.
 Hefting his sword he brought it down in 
one fell swoop upon my head and as the 
blade competed its arc, a single hair on it 
glistened	in	the	firelight.
 The next hill harboured the rebellious 

generals with their troops, and while 
we discussed tactics they revealed that  
thousands of men already within the barracks 
and the Eastern gate was ours to open.
 The farmers on the third hill had the most 
impressive horseflesh, with fine Arabian 
steeds, giant workhorses and carts full of 
weapons.
 They spoke proudly of their ancestors and 
declared that no man would desecrate their 
memory and remain breathing.
 On the fourth hill we encountered the 
Oracle of Delphi.
 It’s disconcerting to be walking through 
a grove of trees when one of them starts 
singing sweetly “this, our life, exempt from 
public	haunt,	finds	tongues	in	trees,	books	in	
the running brooks, sermons in stones, and 
good in everything”.
 I could see by Socrates’ furrowed brow that 
he was thinking deeply, and he asked if there 
was any chance of changing the Emperor’s 
mind with reason.

Warning
THE ORACLE sighed on the breeze, rustling 
her leaves, and lamented she had already 
warned him against this rash move because 
it would unite the citizenry against him.
	 The	 fifth	 hill	writhed	with	 lawyers	 and	
politicians all yelling at each other over 
points of order.
 When we were with the generals, we had 
laughed uproariously while making plans 
to	send	these	guys	first	and	then	Hannibal’s	
elephants and cavalry charging after them, 
like, what could go wrong?
 The sixth hill had the guilds – the 
stonemasons. carpenters, labourers and 
innkeepers – who we could hear singing 
bawdy songs long before we saw them.
 The seventh hill housed the Essenes – 
priest, doctors and midwives – who, though 
conscientious objectors to the nature of war, 
were still familiar with the symbology of 
memorials and the respect due to the fallen.
 They had dozens of carts converted to 
ambulances and intended to assist anyone 
injured regardless of their politics, and many 
of the women, children, frail and runaway 
slaves were camped there.
 A wandering minstrel strolled past and I 
heard “His words, so polished, are nought 
but tinkling cymbals, while Rome weeps 
mournfully for the loss of her symbols”.
 We bid farewell to our hosts at dusk and 
rode quietly back to Rome to await her fate 
under a rising blood red moon.
 No town can fail of beauty, though 
its walks were gutters and its houses 
hovels, if venerable trees make magnificent 
colonnades along its streets. – Henry Ward 
Beecher, Proverbs, 1887.
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Ieva Tomsons
SPRING IS IN the air and it’s the season for 
agricultural societies to present their main 
event – the local annual show.
 Agricultural shows such as Toodyay’s 
– now in its 163rd year – have weathered 
droughts and world wars but now face a 
different set of challenges.
 The viability of local country shows is 
tested each year in a battle to secure new, and 
younger volunteers, sponsorship and grants 
to meet community expectations.
 The pressure to ramp up show entries, 
events and entertainment means volunteer 
committees work year round to put on the 
next show.
 Toodyay Chief Steward Alison Wroth (nee 
Cook) describes herself as a “show kid” and 
recognises the intergenerational importance 
of children’s participation.
 Alison, who jokes that she “was most 
probably conceived at the Toodyay show”, 
believes that parental participation has a 
great impact on younger people contributing 
to the show.
 “If parents take part, it’s more likely that 
the kids will follow,” she said.
 The catchcry of show committees in 
Toodyay and Gidgegannup, which is 
celebrating its 70th year is – ‘we need new 
blood’.
 Sarah-Jane Simmonetti (22) is one such 
Gen Y newcomer who stepped up to represent 
Toodyay at this year’s Royal Agricultural 
Society (RAS) Rural Ambassador Award in 
Beverley.
 “Young people like Sarah-Jane have new 
ways of promoting the show with social 
media,” Toodyay show treasurer Tracey 
Salmond said.
 “They give us all a boost – they’ve got 
energy.”

Continued from Page 1
THE SHIRE called police, who said they 
would have to arrest protesters until Cr Paula 
Greenway and Cr Brian Rayner agreed to 
join Cr Sally Craddock in signing a formal 
move for the decision to go back to council 
(see Bat in the Belfry, Page 11 ).
 Cr Craddock was the only councillor at 
the July meeting to oppose axing the trees, 
which was not listed in the council agenda 
and based on a report not released to the six 
visitors in the public gallery.
 Last month’s meeting had 42 public-
gallery visitors, several questions and public 
submissions, the results of a ratepayer 
Freedom of Information request and a 
petition signed by more than 500 people 
against cutting down the trees.
 The Toodyay RSL lodged a letter saying 
axing the trees would mortify the families 
of dead servicemen.
 A shire report said Toodyay needed 
a heavy-haulage route for farmers and 
contractors to truck goods and produce.
 The current route was hazardous and the 
shire could be sued if it did nothing and 
someone was injured or property damaged.
 It would cost $38,000 to remove the trees 

and widen the bend, or $78,800 to just widen 
the bend.
 A move by Cr Craddock to keep the trees 
and examine other options failed to be 
debated when no other councillor offered to 
second it.
 Her second motion for a report from the 
shire’s heritage advisor on the impact of 
heavy trucks on Stirling Terrace buildings 
was seconded by Cr Rob Welburn but 
objected to by shire president David Dow.
 It was lost 5-4.
 Her third motion to defer axing the trees 
indefinitely	was	 ruled	 out	 of	 order	 by	Cr	
David Dow because he said it was in direct 
opposition to the council’s July motion –  
three councillors’ signatures were needed to 
overturn the original decision.
 An amendment by Cr David Dow that a 
qualified	 aborist	 be	 engaged	 to	 determine	
the age of the trees was carried 8-1, with Cr 
Craddock voting against.
	 A	final	motion	by	Deputy	Shire	President	
Therese Chitty and  seconded by Cr Greenway 
to defer cutting down the trees until a Main 
Roads WA assessment can be presented to 
council “at the earliest possible date” and 
for the age of the trees to be professionally 
tested was carried 9-0.

Stand-off between protesters and police at Anzac Memorial Park. Photo Gary Walton.

Police warn tree protesters

Roller coaster ride for country shows

 Toodyay his tor ian Beth Frayne’s 
comprehensive account* of the local 
agricultural society and show details the 

struggles committees have had staying 
relevant	and	financially	afloat.
 The Toodyay Agricultural Society, formed 
in 1853, is the oldest community group in 
the district and runs the second-oldest show 
in WA but has nearly folded on several 
occasions.
 The Toodyay and Gidgegannup societies 
have both had to make deals with shire 
councils to help maintain their showgrounds 
and	provide	financial	backing.
 Co-operation with the RAS, councils and 
inter-committee cohesiveness also play a 
huge role in presenting a successful show.
 The trick, according to current Toodyay 
show president John Mitchinson is not to 
micro-manage – “everyone has their job and 
they get on with it,” he said.
 “The only area of concern is the Art Section 
– the steward is just not up to it.”
 Amid raucous laughter, it’s revealed that 
John himself oversees this section.
 Keeping the balance between agricultural 
show and commercial carnival is perhaps 
one of the societies’ biggest challenges.
	 Gone	 are	 the	 days	 of	fierce	 competition	
between farmers and it’s highly unlikely 
that our local show will be swamped with 
so many sheep that they have to be turned 
away, as happened in 1901.
 Life members Simon Hamersley, Charlie 
Wroth and Brian Wood come from pioneering 
farming families with a long association with 
the	Toodyay	show	and	have	seen	first-hand	

the steady decline in farm participation.
 “We have to keep the ‘agriculture’ in our 
agricultural show,” Brian said.
 “Kids need to know what a cow looks like 
and where their food comes from.”
 A relatively recent trend towards field 
days and farmers’ markets can cut into 
the catchment pool of agricultural show 
exhibitors.
 Dowerin is an example of where a local 
show has been subsumed by the juggernaut 
that is now Dowerin Field Day.
 In Gidgegannup, however, the local 
agricultural show and The Small Farm Field 
Day “have been happily co-existing for the 
past nine years,” according Gidgie show 
president Colin Metcalf.
 “We help each other out,” he said.
	 Markets	are	markets,	field	days	focus	on	
information and sales, and agricultural shows 
are left to be all things to all people.
 If you eat food and wear clothes, the local 
show is a good place to connect with the 
origin of an agri-business product.
 It’s a fun day out for locals and visitors and 
represents countless hours of volunteer work.
 The Toodyay show will be held on 
Saturday October 8 and the Gidgegannup 
show on Saturday October 28.
 *Beth Frayne’s history of the Toodyay 
Agricultural Society, The TAS story: the first 
160 years, 1853-2013 is available from the 
Toodyay Historical Society, toobide4@iiet.
net.au.

A photograph of the Toodyay Show, circa 1912-1913, taken from the grandstand, with Jonathan Somers’ sawmill and wagon-building 
business beyond the tall fence. (Source: Shire of Toodyay, Item 2008.37.)
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The Toodyay Herald invites you to have 
your say in our letters page. Please 
email your correspondence to news@
toodyayherald.com.au with your full name, 
address and phone number. Letters that are 
short, sharp and to the point about topical 
local issues are preferred. The Herald 
reserves the right to edit letters for length.

letters

The way we were – This 1930 photo of the Avon River in flood was taken from the old Newcastle Bridge, looking across to St Stephen’s 
Church and the former Donegan’s Store corner. A number of trees have their trunks well under water and the river level is up to the fence 
around the church, where the rector can be seen standing on the open porch. Donegan’s Store stood on the corner of Stirling Terrace and 
Piesse Street on what is now a vacant block next to the Freemason’s Hotel. From Newcastle Gaol Museum collection.

Family law

DeFacto Relationships
* Separation 
* Child Support/Maintenance
* Divorce
* Property Settlement
* Contact/Residence - Children
* Restraining Orders
* Prenuptial Agreements - Binding 
 Financial Agreements
* Legal Aid Accepted
Discounted rate for initial 1 hour 
consultation.
Now seeing clients at:
Sarah Somers
Barrister & Solicitor
85 Fitzgerald Street, Northam 
(offices of Mayberry Hammond)
Telephone: 9622 9687

‘Toodyay Tax’ monster
TO	 CLEAR	 the	 air;	 I	 am	 not	 seeking	
election to anything, nor am I someone 
who normally complains about taxes and 
charges as I consider them the price of 
living in a civilised community, but since 
moving into Toodyay in 2005 my rates 
have grown from $608.39 to $1574.98.
 Tip passes, rubbish collection and 
emergency services are not included in these 
calculations because they are services and I 
accept my obligation to pay for them.
 The monster increases I speak of relate 
solely to the rate levied on my property by 
Toodyay Shire Council.
 Shire councils make much of balancing 
each annual budget, however they only ever 
achieve this aim by increasing rates.
 An examination over a longer period shows 
both rates and rewards for councillors are 
increasing	significantly	quicker	than	any	mix	
of	population	growth	or	inflation.
 Civic administration is no longer run by 
well-meaning community volunteers.
 Unelected officials have salary and 
allowance packages that far exceed this 
community’s ability to pay, and our elected 
officials	are	also	now	well	remunerated.
 Councils got by for over a century with 
unpaid councillors and I wonder why 
this	 changed;	 I	 think	 there	 is	 something	
fundamentally	flawed	about	volunteers	being	
paid to do a job they volunteered for.
 Non-binding Salaries and Allowance 
Tribunal decisions are put forward as 
va l ida t ion  of  these  payments  and 
consequently sitting fees, out of pocket 
expenses, meeting fees and presidential 
allowances are now all paid by ratepayers.
 These payments are not a small ticket 
item – the Shire’s 2016/17 budget makes 
provision for $187,376 to be paid to our 
elected representatives.
 To put that into perspective the council 
expects total rates to increase in 2016/17 by 
$225,069.
 Councillor remuneration consumes all but 
$37,693 of that anticipated rate increase.
 Another context is that 119 families with 
rate bills my size are paying for nothing more 
than councillors’ entitlements.
 In last year’s budget that cost had more 
than doubled to $174,406 from the $80,899 
in 2010/11 – surely being a councillor is not 
more	than	twice	as	hard	as	it	was	five	years	
ago?
 The truth is that it is not and both our 
rates and councillor remuneration are out 
of	control;	but	I	could	still	grit	my	teeth	and	
live with increases of this magnitude if it 
produced better outcomes, but it doesn’t. 
 A procession of umpteen shire presidents, 
countless councillors, five CEOs, toxic 
personal divisions and the bungles of the 
last decade would indicate that is not the 
case, and the council swings between being 
overly	officious	and	dogmatic	to	indifferent	
and incompetent.
 These attitudes are sad because Toodyay is 
a lovely town chock-a-block with wonderful 
people.
 The rate impost or Toodyay Tax needs to 
be addressed.

 In no other business would a customer 
tolerate such an obligatory increase in costs 
to receive nothing meaningful in return.

Larry Graham – Toodyay

Fallen soldiers, not trees
I AM writing this letter on behalf of the 
Toodyay RSL Sub Branch to express our 
strong objection to the removal of trees from 
Anzac Park.
 We believe these trees should not be 
removed without consulting the Toodyay 
community,	especially	when	the	significance	
of their planting is considered.
 These trees were planted to commemorate 
those individuals of the Toodyay community 
who gave their lives during the First World 
War	–	 they	made	 this	 extreme	sacrifice	 to	
enable us to live the lives we lead today.
 These trees were planted with respect to 
those individuals and we believe we are not 
respecting them by removing the trees.
 We, as members of the Toodyay RSL, 
believe the family members of those 
individuals who are members of the Toodyay 
community would be mortified by their 
removal.
 Instead of just taking the trees out, 
which	 does	 not	 appear	 to	fix	 the	 problem	
anyway, all avenues should be explored for 
alternative solutions, with consultation with 
the Toodyay community.
 Anzac Park and the memorial belong to the 
people of Toodyay – Toodyay RSL members 
are only the custodians of the memorial.

John Clarke – Senior Vice-President
Toodyay RSL Sub Branch

(Ed: The Herald was incorrectly informed 
last month that the RSL Executive 

supported the shire’s removal of the trees)

Letter to all shire councillors
WE ACKNOWLEDGE the distress you 
may feel after receiving vitriol from some 
Toodyay community members in response 
to the council’s decision to remove two trees 
from Toodyay War Memorial Precinct.
 We hope you can separate that community 
anger from the absolute dismay felt by a large 
number of ratepayers who are expressing 
concern to you over the council’s decision 
to cut down any Memorial Tree.
 We want to send a very strong message 
that the ratepayers who elect you to represent 
and act for the community need to be 
listened to and consulted when the council is 
considering	issues	of	significant	importance	
to them.
	 Being	a	shire	councillor	is	a	very	difficult	
position – no individual, council or 
government gets it right all the time.
 Great respect is shown when one is able 
to admit that a course of action has led to an 
adverse result – councillors must consider 
the community outrage and distress.
 Please revisit your resolution and choose an 
option that does not alter the integrity of the 
Toodyay War Memorial Precinct, a source of 
much symbolic meaning to the community.
 There are better solutions to the issue 

of improving the safety of town’s Heavy 
Haulage Route.
 Many of these solutions were presented to 
the shire in our submissions to last month’s 
council meeting.
 We ask that the council now pauses to give 
due consideration to all alternative options 
rather than continue with the vexatious 
decision requiring removal of the Memorial 
lemon scented gums.
 A revised decision would foster community 
cohesion and avoid desecrating any part of 
the Memorial Precinct.
 Toodyay War Memorial Precinct Working 
Group: Bruce Guthrie, Joy Cruickshank 
AM, Margot Watkins, Peggy Sapwell, John 
Zawada, Lesley-Jane Campbell, Laraine 
Brindle, Colleen Sheehan and Rosemary 
Madacsi.

Plant more trees
ALL TOODYAY Shire Councillors should 
fill out a questionnaire at election time 
that tells us of their community values and 
attitudes.
 This would inform us of the direction they 
would vote in their secret meetings, and then 
we could choose who to elect according to 
the values that suit us as a community.
 The Anzac and Vietnam Memorial Trees 
represent the values of our community.
 What value does a community have to 
stand by if our elected councillors are to cut 
us down?
 It seems to me that there are fewer trees 
than there are men that died for us at war.
  I say let us plant more trees.

Erica Dumaresq – Majestic Heights

Where’s our pool?
WHY AM I not surprised that our new public 
swimming pool has been put aside yet again 
for another couple of years?
 There’s always another reason why we 
won’t be getting it, another reason why 
money was not allocated for it this time.
 People who play tennis, basketball, netball 
and hockey will enjoy a pool, but all those 
who enjoy a pool won’t necessarily be 
playing those other sports.
 A new public swimming pool will be used 
by a wide section of our community.
 They include children, teenagers, young 
mums, people rehabilitating from injury, 
young and old swimming daily laps for 
fitness,	 children	 taking	 swimming	 classes	
and grandparents wanting to be with their 
grandkids over the holidays.
 Social groups will use it for get-togethers, 
recreation, BBQs, award ceremonies, etc..
 Employment opportunities will become 
available for swimming teachers, life guards 
and cafe workers.
 We have been disappointed a long time 
with our councillors on the pool story, so 
last election we voted for new East Ward Cr 
Kate Wood, because she promised to work 
for a pool in her pitch to voters.
 Come on Cr Wood, we need your voice to 
be strong, and we need it now.

Colleen Sheehan – Majestic Heights
More Letters, Page 11

Leadership
GOOD leaders inspire others to follow.
 Whether it’s in volunteer work, business 
or government, the best leaders are those 
who respect others and are willing to listen.
 It doesn’t mean pandering to those who 
shout loudest but requires the courage to 
make hard decisions that may be unpopular 
but can be shown to be correct.
 When leaders act with openness, fairness 
and	courtesy,	even	their	fiercest	critics	will	
show grudging respect.
 Unfortunately, these qualities seem to 
be in short supply at the Toodyay Shire 
Council.
 The lack of a local progress association 
to voice community opinion has left only  
The Toodyay Herald to carry that role.
 Without this newspaper, few would know 
what happens in council or how their local 
elected representatives think and vote.
 Unfortunately, we know what Shire 
President David Dow thinks about all that.
 When asked about a potential impartiality 
interest in a council decision to delay a new 
public swimming pool, he emailed:
 “Due to circumstances beyond my 
control, I am unable to respond and it may 
be some time before I can reply”.
	 He	 then	used	official	 ratepayer-funded	
shire email to tell Deputy Shire President 
Therese Chitty and Acting CEO Cherie 
Delmage:
 “I don’t want that idiot to know that I am 
out of town.
	 “I	 gave	 specific	 instructions	 that	The 
Herald was not to be answered this month.
 “I have not taken leave of absence and I 
am still available to answer him if I choose 
to do so.
 “The shire is not obliged to answer 
questions from him or any other media, 
however it now appears to be too late 
anyway.
 “Have fun, because I can guarantee that 
he will cherry pick little bits out to make 
it different to what you say.”
 Those who attended last month’s shire 
council meeting will not be surprised.
 The shire’s code of conduct says: “avoid 
derogatory statements”.
 “We will not make any allegations that 
are derogatory or improper,” it says.
 “We will always act in the best interests 
of the shire and refrain from any type 
of communication in our public or 
professional duties which may cause any 
reasonable person unwarranted offence or 
embarrassment.”
 Newspaper editors are pretty thick-
skinned – it goes with the job.
 But you may ask yourself: is this the kind 
of local government leadership we want in 
Toodyay?

Michael Sinclair-Jones
Editor
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NORTHAM DISCOUNT DRUG STORE
Shop 17, Northam Boulevard Shopping Centre (opposite Woolworths), Fitzgerald St, Northam
P: (08) 9622 1521   F: (08) 9622 3137   E: northam@discountdrugstores.com.au

TRADING HOURS  
MONDAY - WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY: 8.30AM - 5.30PM  

THURSDAY: 8.30AM - 6.30PM • SATURDAY: 8.30AM - 3.00PM
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ONLY AVAILABLE AT NORTHAM DISCOUNT DRUG STORE. SPECIALS ON SALE FROM 6TH SEPTEMBER 2016 – 28TH SEPTEMBER 2016. ALL ITEMS IN THIS PUBLICATION HAVE BEEN INCLUDED IN GOOD FAITH ON THE BASIS THAT THE GOODS DESCRIBED WILL BE AVAILABLE 
AT THE TIME OF SALE AND ONLY WHILE STOCKS LAST. FAILURE BY THE SUPPLIER TO DELIVER IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE SAMPLE, DESCRIPTION OR ALL UNINTENTIONAL CAUSES MAY RESULT IN SOME PRODUCTS BEING UNAVAILABLE. WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO AMEND 

PRICING DUE TO MANUFACTURER PRICE RISES OR PRINTED ERRORS. ^SAVINGS CALCULATED BASED ON SUPPLIER SUGGESTED RETAIL AND NOT NECESSARILY PREVIOUS IN STORE PRICE. ϕALWAYS READ THE LABEL. USE ONLY AS DIRECTED.  
#ALWAYS READ THE LABEL. USE ONLY AS DIRECTED. INCORRECT USE COULD BE HARMFUL. CONSULT YOUR HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONAL IF SYMPTOMS PERSIST. ## VITAMIN SUPPLEMENTS SHOULD NOT REPLACE A BALANCED DIET. DISCOUNT DRUG STORES PROMOTES 
AN ACTIVE AND HEALTHY LIFE STYLE WHICH INCLUDES A HEALTHY ENERGY CONTROLLED DIET AND PHYSICAL ACTIVITY. PLEASE CONSULT YOUR HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONAL BEFORE USING THIS PRODUCT. ♣MUST BE IN ONE TRANSACTION. SEE IN STORE FOR DETAILS.

SCREENING & RISK  
ASSESSMENT

CLEAN & CHECK 
BLOOD GLUCOSE 

MONITOR

HYPOGLYCAEMIA 
MANAGEMENT

Our pharmacists can help!
FREE  
15 MINUTE  

CLINIC

Tips and strategies to help you feel  
confident managing your Type I/II diabetes. 

Our diabetes trained pharmacists can also provide:

Friday 23rd September 2016
9.00am – 12.00noon

Book in-store or call 9622 1521 Supported by

Diabetes is the fastest growing chronic condition in Australia. Two million Australians are at high risk of developing type 2 diabetes. Diabetes is a complex condition, which can affect the entire body.
Understanding diabetes is important even if you don’t have it. You most likely know someone who has diabetes, maybe a family member or a friend. 

If you would like to know more about what you can do to reduce your risk of developing diabetes, come in and speak to one of our Pharmacists, who can provide you with tools, services and information to help you and your family. You’ll be amazed at how small steps can lead to big changes in your health!

START LOSING WEIGHT TODAY!

Medical Vita Diet## 
BONUS Pack of Ketones 
Sticks with Every Starter 

Pack or 14 Pack

$3499
EA

FROM

SAVEUP 
TO$4.96^

BONUS♣

While Stocks Last

Accu-Chekϕ  
Performa Blood Glucose Meter Kit  
Cash Back via Redemption Voucher Only. Price before Cashback...$40.00

FREE
AFTER $40 CASHBACK

Revitiveϕ  
Circulation Booster IX with IsoRocker

$31999
EA

ONLY

SAVE $39.96^

IN-STORE SPECIAL AT NORTHAM DISCOUNT DRUG STORE
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TOODYAY police are again pleading with 
local	residents	to	first	call	police	when	they	
see criminal or suspicious activity instead 
of only posting it on Facebook for others to 
comment and ‘like’.
 “Last month, Toodyay police saw a 
Facebook post that stolen property had been 
found on someone’s land and returned to the 
owner,” Sgt Conder said.
 “We weren’t advised and have lost any 
opportunity to check for forensic evidence.
 “All criminal investigation information has 
now been lost.
 “It’s extremely frustrating that criminals 
are getting away because some people think 
it’s more important to post on Facebook than 
to call police immediately.”
 Sgt Conder said dialling 131 444 put 
callers straight through to their nearest 
local police station, or they could call the 
Toodyay Police Station direct on 9574 5555 
or Crimestoppers on 1800 333 000.
 “People can also email me direct on 

Toodyay Community Safety and 
Crime Prevention Association
Desraé Clarke

A FREE seniors’ morning tea at 10am on 
on Tuesday October 18 will include an 
interesting conversation and discussion with 
Snr	Const.	Nicky	Turner	and	officers	from	
Toodyay Police Station.
 The get-together will be held at the Cola 
Café over a free cup of tea or coffee.
 There are many ideas, suggestions and 
thoughts that can be talked about to make 
life a lot easier for the community, especially 
our senior members.
 Snr Const. Turner is open to discuss topics 
of all types with Toodyay seniors and invites 
you to participate in the discussion.
 The morning will be organised in a way 
that allows everyone to participate and to 
have a say.
 As has been written in this column over a 
long period, there are suggestions and ideas 
for many topics which are welcome to be 
discussed on the day.
 For more information about this event,  
please contact Desraé Clarke on 6364 3609 

Cops to nab seniors for chat 
over free morning coffee

or email desraec@westnet.com.au.
 Call 000 for emergencies only. Toodyay 
Police can be contacted on 9574 9555, and 
Crimestopppers 1800 333 000.

Police ‘unlike’ Facebook crime-spotters

Firearms seized by Toodyay police.

Police want to speak to a man with boltcutters 
(pictured above) who stole four of five 
Environmental Protection Authority security 
cameras before dumping tyres illegally in 
bushland near Dumbarton Bridge at 1.30pm 
on Tuesday June 28.

A man driving what local police suspect may be a silver Holden Statesman which was used 
to dump tyres illegally near Dumbarton Bridge in June (see above). Anyone who saw a car 
like this in the area is asked to call police on the numbers listed on this page.

Toodyaypolice@outlook.com – it goes 
straight to my phone which sits with me 24 
hours a day,” Sgt Conder said.
 “You can also follow us on Twitter at 
Toodyay Police @ToodyaPol, where I put 
out information such as ‘watch out for this 
in so-and-so location’ or ‘has anyone seen a 
missing such-and-such’.
 “We have 843 followers on Twitter, so 
please call or email me or ‘tweet the police’ 
if you see or hear of anything that can help 
us to keep our community safe and help solve 
crime.
 “People can report anonymously, if they 
wish.”

Double drug driver
A MALE driver was stopped by police 
at Donkey Crossing on the Toodyay 
Northam Road one evening last month and 
a preliminary drug swab tested positive to 
methamphetamine.
 The driver was taken to Northam police 
station for machine drug testing, where 
he again tested positive, was charged with 
driving	 under	 the	 influence	 of	 drugs	 and	
summonsed to appear in court at a later date.
 A passenger was also charged with 
possessing drug paraphernalia – a bong for 
smoking methamphetamine – which police 
seized	after	finding	it	in	the	vehicle.
 About 2½ hours later, the same police 
officers	spotted	the	same	driver	in	the	same	
vehicle on Toodyay Road near Noble Falls, 
heading towards Perth.
 Police followed the vehicle and stopped 
it at Gidgegannup, where the driver again 
tested positive to methamphetamine in a 
preliminary swab test.
 He was taken by police to a Traffic 
Enforcement Group booze bus at Burswood, 
where he again machine-tested positive 
to methamphetamine and charged for the 
second time that night with driving under 
the	influence	of	drugs.
 The driver was driven to Perth train station 
and released there so he could use public 
transport instead of driving.
 “He must have got a lift back from 
Northam to his car at Donkey Crossing 
before we stopped him the second time at 
Gidgegannup,” Sgt Conder said.
 “The law currently doesn’t bar people 
from driving before they go to court for drug 
driving but that is about to change.
 “At least he wasn’t able the second time to 
go straight back to his car at Gidgegannup 
and continue driving because there is no 
public transport there at that hour.”
 Sgt Conder said Toodyay police had 
conducted numerous drug swab tests in the 
past six weeks and had scored a 100 per cent 
success rate in drug driving detection.

 “Drug drivers have been stopped all over 
the shire and in surrounding districts,” Sgt 
Conder said.Double
 “We’re now upping the ante and really 
putting on the pressure.”

Julimar, Coondle burglaries
LOCAL police are taking action to combat a 
recent spike of burglaries in the shire.
 “Hot spots are Julimar and Coondle,” Sgt 
Conder said.
 “Police believe a white ute and a yellow 
ute are involved and are asking people to be 
vigilant.
 “If you see a car being driven at night with 
its lights off, for goodness sake please report 
it to police immediately instead of posting it 
on Facebook (see earlier item).”
 Sgt Conder said stolen goods included 
chainsaws,  mechanical  equipment , 
motorcycles, quad bikes and tools.

 “We’re urging people to engrave their 
property with an identifying mark such as 
their driver’s licence number and to report 
any thefts to us immediately, Sgt Conder 
said.

Dumbarton tyre dumping
ILLEGAL dumping of tyres in the Dumbarton 
area (pictured left) has caught the attention 
of local police, the Environmental Protection 
Authority and Shire of Toodyay rangers.
 “We have some images of a person we want 
to talk to and are asking people to report any 
suspicious activity,” Sgt Conder said.
 The shire website says rangers are 
authorised	 to	 issue	 $200	on-the-spot	fines	
for dumping waste illegally in bushland areas 
or on road verges. (See Page 23.)
 Offenders can also face prosecution and 
fines	of	up	to	$1000	for	each	offence.

Guns crackdown
CARELESSNESS among gun owners has 
led	to	a	large	number	of	firearms	being	stolen	
in the Wheatbelt.
	 In	the	Toodyay	district,	five	rifles	–	some	
high-powered – were stolen in recent weeks.
 Three have been recovered but two 
firearms	are	still	missing.
 It has prompted local police to relaunch 
Operation Dust-Off, with unannounced 
police	spot	checks	of	firearms	and	firearms	
security cabinets about to start on people’s 
properties.
 “A lot of stolen firearms end up with 
organised crime gangs or go east, and some 
may even end up in the hands of terrorists,” 
Sgt Conder said.
 “As a result, we are starting a new 
crackdown to ensure all gun owners – 
including farmers and gun enthusiasts – 
comply with safety requirements.
 “Local owners need to ensure their gun 
cabinets are secured correctly.
 “We’ve seen situations where gun cabinets 
were	not	bolted	securely	to	a	wall	or	floor,	
which has resulted in guns being seized by 
police, brought back to the station and the 
owners ending up in court.
 “All we ask is that gun owners do not allow 
complacency	 to	 intrude	 on	 their	 firearms	
discipline.

Double drug driver
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emergency services

Toodyay Central Volunteer Bush
Fire Brigade
Mick McKeown

TOODYAY Central Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade and the Toodyay Volunteer Fire 
and	Rescue	Brigade	share	the	fire	station	
on Stirling Terrace.
	 We	are	in	the	big	green	shed	with	the	five	
roller-doors, just opposite the intersection 
of Stirling Terrace and Herbert Street.
 The big doors are usually closed unless 
there is a call-out of either brigade and, 
mainly in summer, both brigades will often 
attend the same incident.
 Last month, 21 Toodyay Central and 
Toodyay Volunteer Fire and Rescue 
member joined Julimar Volunteer Bush 
Fire Brigade in a joint training session.
 Several Toodyay Fire and Rescue 
brigade members, ably led by their Captain 
Ian McGregor, conducted a successful, 
very (gloved) hands-on, training session 
on	how	to	extinguish	car	fires.
 Thanks to Captain Peter Sapwell and all 
the Julimar members who arranged the 
training and ensuing sausage sizzle.
 Also last month, a few Toodyay Central 
members and other brigade volunteers  
from surrounding shires met at Northam 
for	 a	 general	 briefing	 by	WA	Fire	 and	
Emergency Services Commissioner 
Wayne Gregson.
 Perhaps the most interesting operational 
information imparted was the planned 
fitting of automatic vehicle location 
technology	to	all	fire-fighting	vehicles.
 This safety feature will enable the 
location of each vehicle to be tracked and 
should allow those in Incident Control to 
really	know	who	is	on	the	fire-ground.
	 If	you	are	interested	in	finding	out	more	
about	 bushfire	 fighting	 in	 the	 Shire	 of	
Toodyay or about our brigade, or if you 
would like to join our brigade, please 
get in touch with our Captain, Mick 
McKeown, on  0439 998 808 or our 
Secretary, Wayne Clarke 6364 3609, or 
email: 2jcentralvbfb@westnet.com.au
 Our next monthly meeting will be held 
at 7:30pm on Tuesday September 27 at the  
Stirling	Terrace	fire	station.

Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade 
Morangup
Sue Maddrell

IT HAS BEEN relatively quiet in the last few 
months but, together with the Toodyay SES, 
the brigade enjoyed a night out at the Noble 
Falls Tavern in July.
 Everyone had a good time and several 
awards were presented to remind certain 
members of their foibles during the year.
 On August 31 Morangup firefighter 
Michael Edwards was awarded the National 
Service Medal which recognises diligent 
long service in organisations that protect life 
and property at risk to their members.
 Captain Jeff Venn made this early 
presentation because Mike is leaving 
shortly on an extended holiday and will 
not be available for the presentations at our 
Christmas function at Morangup Hall.
 Mike was born in Wales and migrated to 
Western Australia with his parents when he 
was a child.
 He farmed ostriches in Morangup until 
relocating to the USA to work for a number 
of years.
 Returning to Morangup in February 2001, 
Mike joined the Morangup Brigade where 
he became a valued member.
 We have heard Mike prefers driving the 

Captain Jeff Venn (left) presents Mike Edwards with his medal. Photo Peter Harms.

National Service Medal 
for Mike’s 15-year stint

Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade Julimar 
Alison Wroth

FROSTY mornings and a winter just like we 
used to have back in the good old days when 
El Nino had not been heard of seem to be the 
main subjects of conversation at the moment.

1.4 because he reckons the gears are easier 
to	find.
	 He	will	be	missed	this	coming	fire	season,	
but	after	15	years	fighting	fires	he	certainly	
deserves a break.
 Enjoy your holiday Mike and have a safe 
return home.
 Please remember your burning needs to be 
done before midnight on September 30, after 
which date a permit will be required.
 Permits are not always issued and may 
come with numerous restrictions.
 Peter Harms is doing a great job as 
maintenance officer and as one of the 
designated 12.2 water tanker drivers Peter 
has been familiarising himself with all the 
water points in the Toodyay shire.
 Over the next few months we will be 
refreshing our memories on pump operations, 
water points and that perrenial favourite, 
drafting.
 Our September meeting was topped off 
with seven trays of sushi which was a lovely 
surprise from Keiko Allen. I heard a rumour 
that there maybe teriyaki chicken next time.
 Over the last few years the brigade has lost 
several members with some moving out of 
the	area	or	retiring	as	firefighters	because	of	
other commitments or ill health.
 As with all brigades in the Toodyay shire 
we welcome new members.

 A couple of training courses will need to 
be undertaken before being allowed on the 
fire	ground	and	mop	ups/blackouts	are	often	
the	initial	introduction	to	active	firefighting.
 The Toodyay Agricultural Show will be 
held on Saturday October 8 and, having had 

a fundraising stall at the show for around 30 
years, the brigade will once again be seeking 
donations of jams, pickles and cakes.
	 Please	contact	our	welfare	officer	Sharon	
Gamble on 95747012 if you would like to 
donate.

Back to good old days sparks prolific weed danger
 For people who measure and record them, 
the heavy rainfall figures have been so 
drastically different from last year it seems 
incredible that one year can vary so very 
much from the previous one.
 Of course all these rains and sunny days in 
between are pushing the weeds and pasture 
to double in size along fence lines and 
especially	on	firebreaks.
 If you have not begun already, now is the 
time	to	start	spraying	or	clearing	firebreaks	
to ensure you comply with the Shire of 
Toodyay’s	firebreak	order.
 Also start trimming branches that overhang 
your roof, clean gutters and make sure you 
have begun to clear vegetation away from 
your walls to create a protection zone.
 The hills surrounding Toodyay will no 
longer have that tourist-attracting and 
cooling effect on the community but will 
have	turned	into	golden	brown	hills	of	fire-
feeding fuel.
 Unless sprayed by the shire or responsible 
owners, long grass and especially wild oats 
on road verges can get to shoulder height, so 
if you have long grass out the front or own an 
empty rural block, please call a contractor to 
take care of the issue with a whipper snipper 

or spray if you are unable to do it yourself.
 Easily-contactable contractors/handymen 
are listed at the shire and it is so much better 
to be safe than sorry.
 Our Julimar brigade has been a real hub of 
social activity in the past month.
 We recently said goodbye to Graham and 
Jennifer who have once again left for their 
second home in Malaysia during the summer.
 Very enjoyable evenings have been spent 
around that fire and the car burn during 
training was a hot topic of conversation.
 After Julimar recently attended a serious 
motor vehicle accident, we invited Toodyay 
Central Brigade to join us to learn how the 
Toodyay Fire and Rescue Service tackle 
vehicle	fires.
 A good number of members from all three 
brigades came out to Julimar one Sunday last 
month to burn a couple of cars.
 I believe everyone learnt new skills and 
picked up fresh ideas on how to handle the 
aftermath	of	a	car	fire.
They also got to play with some of the FRS’s 
interesting ‘toys’ – the famed ‘jaws of life’, 
etc. – and how to keep safe while working 
with	vehicle	fires.
 Some volunteers even had their photos 

taken during this training which, by all 
reports, just made their day – but I won’t 
mention any names.
 This was followed by a barbecue lunch put 
on by Julimar.
 Many thanks to Tegan for preparing and 
cooking	the	lunch	straight	after	she	finished	
working the hoses and cutting open cars.
	 A	final	note	is	to	start	thinking	of	what	to	
bake for the Toodyay Show.
 We have once again taken on the Julimar 
Café in the Showgrounds Youth Hall, serving 
teas, coffees, cakes, scones and sandwiches 
during the day.
 Bruce is the coordinator this year, so if you 
have	a	query	on	what	or	how	much	to	bake;	
speak to Bruce.
 The bigger question is: who is going to 
bake the sponge?
 If you want to meet our happy mob of 
firefighters or become a member, please 
come	down	to	our	well-equipped	fire	shed	
on Julimar Road opposite Bluegum Way on 
Friday nights from 5.30pm to chat to our 
captain, Peter Sapwell, or any of our family-
friendly brigade.
 For more information, please call Peter on 
9574 4534.

New technology to 
help track firies
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emergency services

St John Ambulance
Heather Appleby

IF THE number of call-outs continues at 
this rate for the rest of the year, the St John 
Ambulance Toodyay Sub Centre (SJA) will 
beat the all-time record of 704 set last year.
 In July the volunteers from Toodyay, 
Morangup and Bolgart went to 65 jobs and 
the ambulances covered almost 7000kms.
 As always, if the ambulance is called out, 
our volunteers are on their way come rain, 
hail or shine, day or night.
 I hope you are studying these facts and 
figures,	 in	case	 there	are	any	questions	on	
this topic at the quiz night to be held at the 
sub centre on Saturday September 10.
 Tickets are $80 per table, for eight people. 
Phone Carolynne on 0428 957 600 for 
tickets.
	 Another	first-aid	course	is	being	held	on	

Bejoording Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade
From the desk of The Badger

THERE WERE two high points in the month.
 Firstly there was our successful application 
for a Community Chest Grant from the 
Wheatbelt Development Commission – a 
a joint application with the Bejoording 
Community Group (see Page 14).
	 The	 second	 event	was	 a	 fire	 simulation	
training day.
 Things could not go quite to plan because  
it poured with rain on the day but our trainees 
still had plenty of hands-on experience with 
the	fire	engine	and	its	hoses,	pumps	and	other	
features.
 Doug Colfer, who organised the day with 
Lawrence Hayward, managed to engage 
an excellent turnout of trainees for a whole 
morning, despite the cold and rain, and 
everyone learned something.

Julimar and Central Volunteer Fire Brigade members practise tackling car fires at a 
recent training session organised by the Toodyay Fire and Rescue service.

Free ride – if you’re covered
October 22. We want to exceed the number of 
people	who	in	2015-16	learnt	first-aid	skills,	
so book your place now – again, contact 
Carolynne.
 The cost of ambulance membership has 
increased slightly to $51 per annum for 
singles and $85 for a family.
 This membership means that whenever you 
might need ambulance transport in WA you 
will be covered.
 While private health funds provide some 
ambulance cover, it is worth checking with 
them what transportation your policy covers.
 In support of Toodyay District High School 
and	their	fete,	a	variety	of	first-aid	kits	will	
be available at a discounted price and can be 
ordered through the school.
 Please support the school and the P&C to 
raise funds for new classroom furniture by 
purchasing one.
 Last, but not least, the sand pad for the 

Morangup facilities has been completed, 
barrier railings donated by WBHO have 
been delivered to site by local resident 
Marcus Mount-Stephen and building plans 
are in progress. Things are slowly but surely 
coming along.
 If you have time on your hands and are 

interested in giving back to the community, 
why not consider becoming a volunteer, 
either here in Toodyay or for the sub 
branches of Morangup and Bolgart.
 For more information please contact 
Carolynne or visit the St John Ambulance 
website	stjohn.org.au/first-aid-training.

Doug cops soaking at rainy-day training
 The biggest learning experience of the day 
was reserved for Donnelly Whincup, who 
learned the hard way not to drop the cannon 
under	full	flow.	
 She owes Doug big time for the soaking 
she gave him.
 The Bejoording Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade asks you to be vigilant and careful 
lighting	any	fire,	even	in	your	back	yard.
 Always remember to plan and prepare for 
fire	and	have	a	clear	contingency	strategy	in	
place should things get out of control.
 Fires can be a catastrophic risk to people, 
animals and property, so please take care.
 Advice is free, but getting it wrong can be 
expensive.
 Our next regular meeting will be at the shed 
on Tuesday September 20 at 6.00pm.
 If you have any questions remember you 
can contact Captain Barry Grey on 9574 
2149, or the Badger on 9574 4834.
 Please leave a message if we are not there.

The sandpad for Morangup’s ambulance facilities. Photo Peter Harms.
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112A Stirling Terrace 
Phone 9574 2455 

toodyay@ljh.com.au 

LJ Hooker 
Toodyay 

08 9574 2455 
 

ljhooker.com 
reiwa.com 

realestate.com 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Situated in the friendly area of 
Bejoording, with many FIFO 
families and a great community 
spirit. Boundary fenced, with 
power connected, stock water 
creek running through & school 
bus pick up in the area. 

Screen plantings of native trees, 
wide open spaces in the middle, 
a pretty creek down the back 
and a very cute little cozy shed 
to camp in overnight if its just 
too nice to go home. 
 

 

 
Very special living space, on a 
tranquil hillside with valley views. 
Crafted with stone & timber, and 
embracing modern comforts, 
wonderful lounge, open fire, great 
views, country kitchen & larder by 

the dining room bathed in sunshine. 

           $449,000 
 
 

 
 

3 bedroom home that’s 
convenient to all the shops, train 
station and amenities without 
massive upkeep needed. 
The 547sqm block is just right for 
relaxation, with an attractive front 
yard and a large rear deck for 
entertaining.  

 

 
 
 

Secluded in a natural landscape 
with strong views, with a superb 
floor plan with multiple living 
areas, up to 6 bedrooms and 3 
bathrooms, or enjoy your own 
office and a separate library. 
 

            $587,000 
 

STONE AND STRAW BALE 
TIMBER CHALET  

 

MAGNIFICIENT COUNTRY 
RETREAT 

 
 
 
 

Giant 5 bed 2 bath on 11 
acres overlooking the town. 
This is the most for your 
money. It’s all ready to move 
in and relax.  
 

 
 
 

 

TOWN HOUSE 

 

 
 
 

Prayer/meditation room, straw bale 
art studio, a large farm dam, 
orchards of fruit trees, vegetable 
gardens and a native wood lot 
planting. Plus, old growth tree 
offering majestic shade over open 
paddocks
            

 

$449,000 
 
 

BEAUTIFUL BRICK HOME 
ON 20 ACRES 

 

 

 

This uncluttered, down-to-
earth three bedroom, plus 
study home on a large 
1,000sqm block in town is a 
bargain. Beautifully 
presented from the minute 
you drive into the carport. 
 

BEAUTIFULLY APPOINTED 
 

TOP LOCATION–NEAR RIVER 
AND SHOWGROUNDS 

 

NEAT AS A PIN 
  

 

 

 
  

Classic restored mud brick 
colonial cottage in prestige 
location with a private lake, 
winter creek & 37 acres. 
Weekend wines in the country!  
.

           $750,000  

NAIRN COTTAGE- 1834 
CIRCA

  

 

 

 

Proven cattle and grain 
block. Significant West 
Toodyay Holding. Julimar 
and Malkup Brook road 
frontages. 
 

 717 ACRES -TOODYAY
 

10 ACRE FARM BLOCK 
WITH POWER 

SUPREME PRIVACY IN 
THE COUNTRY 

 

Halfway along a secluded country 
lane, surrounded by large farms & 
open hills & valleys. This is a 
superior hobby block with open 
pastures hills & gullies & and dam, 
shed & sea container storage. 
             

$135,000 

PARKLAND AROUND  

A STREAM 

 

 

VERY LARGE 2700 SQM 
EVELATED LOT. 3 bedrooms, high 
ceilings and spacious living area all 
add to the potential of this home at a 
fabulous price. A lovely quiet street so 
close to town & all amenities and so 
much room to move.  

            $235,000 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

SOLD  
 
 

SOLD  

SOLD  

SOLD  

SOLD  

 
 

 

SOLD  
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Toodyay Historical Society
Robyn Taylor, President

THE OLD saying ‘things don’t change, just 
the details’, is certainly true when it comes 
to the current troublesome matter of the trees 
on the corner of Anzac Avenue and Clifton 
Street.
 The following is based on newspaper 
reports, supplied by one of our chroniclers 
of all things Toodyay, Beth Frayne.
 One hundred and thirty years ago, in April 
1886, it was reported in The West Australian 
that the Newcastle Municipal Council was 
contemplating the removal of “a grand old 
blue gum tree, standing near Connor’s mill”.
 Local lore has it the council wanted to 
straighten the road and the tree was in the 
way.
 The tree in question is the huge eucalypt 
near St Stephen’s Church that stands on a 
bend on Stirling Terrace, or New Road as it 
was then called.
 The story, supplied by a local Newcastle 
(Toodyay) resident, was also sent to The 
Inquirer describing the tree “which has 
reared its green head aloft in healthy vigour 
ever since the town has been formed”.
 To “touch a single bough” of this grand old 
tree will be an act of vandalism which I trust 
our civic fathers will never be guilty of.
 Then, as now, there was another point of 
view about trees in inconvenient places.
 The following month, ‘A voice from 
Toodyay’ wrote to the editor of The West 
Australian:
 “I have often felt surprise at certain gum 
trees being allowed to stand almost in the 
middle of the road in a very awkward place 
close to the Newcastle Bridge.
 “An accident occurred there yesterday. A 
horse Miss O’Neill was driving took fright, 
and ran straight into these trees.
 “Is the chairman of the Roads Board 
waiting for someone to be killed before he 
removed these trees?”
 We don’t know what happened to the 
offending trees near the bridge, but we still 
enjoy the sheltering boughs of the giant old 
gum tree.
 The weather gods were smiling on our 
August excursion to Pelham Reserve. 

Roads versus trees dates back 130 years

Member Jenny Edgecombe, who led the 
excursion, has spent several years gathering 
information on Pelham’s World War 2 
history, and the history of the town’s water 
supply.
 We looked at the remains of defence 
earthworks where rooms linked by ‘tunnels’ 
once existed.
 It is a fascinating and little-known story 
linked to WA’s bigger defence strategy when 
the threat of invasion by Japan was very real.
 A brochure from the visitor centre Pelham 
Reserve Toodyay is recommended.
 It shows the various walking trails around 
Pelham where you can see the wartime 
bunkers, old water reservoirs and, of course, 
wildflower	walks.
 There will be no society excursion this 
month because members will be attending 
the	Affiliated	Historical	 Societies’	 annual	
state conference in Armadale.
 We next meet at 7pm on Wednesday 
September 21.
 Our feature speaker will be Dr Toby 
Metcalfe, an Aboriginal linguist who 
will deliver a fascinating talk about Kriol 
Australian Language. 
 Venue to be advised – visitors welcome.
 For more information contact secretary 
Linda Rooney:  secretary.2j.ths@gmail.com, 
president Robyn Taylor:  rdtaylor@iinet.net.au  
or 9574 2578, or Beth Frayne: toobide4@
iinet.net.au or 9574 5971.
 Donegan’s Cottage (in the showgrounds) 
is open every Thursday from 1-3pm. Postal 
address PO Box 32, Toodyay WA 6566.
 Membership is $10 a year.

Attempting to show the circumference of the old Reservoir Water Tank.. Photo: Linda Rooney.

Michael Sinclair-Jones

NOISE and lead contamination assessments 
of a proposed new shotgun club in Bejoording 
will be considered by the Toodyay Shire 
Council in October.
	 The	plan,	which	was	first	discussed	at	a	July	
shire forum after limited public advertising 
in June, angered local residents who say 
shooters will ruin their peaceful lifestyle and 
wreck the environment.
 The council heard objections last month 
from five neighbouring ratepayers who 
oppose the plan.
 Each said they objected to the prospect of 
constant noise from dozens of shotguns being 
fired	all	day,	every	weekend.
 They were also concerned at contamination 
of waterways by tens of thousands of lead 
shotgun pellets and hundreds of shattered 
clay targets – which one objector said contain 
hydrocarbon compounds – being scattered on 
the land.
 The Wannamal Field and Game Association 
has applied to move its trap shooting 
headquarters to Lots 55-56 Telegraph Road, 
Wattening, although neighbours say the site 
is actually in Bejoording.
 The club says the proposal will have 
“positive social outcomes” because it will 

Gun club fate rests on noise 
and lead pollution tests

bring visitors and trade to Toodyay through 
club, state and national competitions.
 A planned new clubhouse could also be 
used by local community organisations.
 However, a shire report said noise and 
emissions were the main potential issues.
 It said the potential impact of noise 
“significantly	 lessens	 after	 one	 kilometre	
for	 shooting	 but	 could	 still	 be	 significant	
after two kilometres or more given the right 
conditions.”
 Objectors – one of whom owns a property 
only 700m from the proposed shooting 
range	–	said	the	sound	could	travel	up	to	five	
kilometres.
 Cr Rob Welburn said he didn’t think it was 
the right place for this type of activity.
 However, shire president David Dow 
said if the application was rejected without 
“significant”	 reasons,	 the	 gun	 club	 could	
appeal to the State Administrative Tribunal 
and “we would be overruled and it would be 
another cost to the shire in legal fees”.
 Councillors voted 8-1 – with Cr Welburn 
against – for the club to produce noise impact 
and environmental assessments, and that the 
reports be discussed at a council forum on 
October 11 before going back to the council 
on October 25 for a decision.

mailto:secretary.2j.ths@gmail.com
mailto:rdtaylor@iinet.net.au
mailto:toobide4@iinet.net.au
mailto:toobide4@iinet.net.au


 THE TOODYAY HERALD September 2016 Page 11

Continued from Page 4

Bat in the Belfry
Geoff Appleby

THE PUBLIC galley overflowed at last 
month’s Toodyay Shire Council meeting, 
leading one to think that Shire President 
David Dow would have been delighted to 
see so many ratepayers turn up to witness 
local democracy in action – not so.
	 Presiding	officers	usually	welcome	visitors	
when opening meetings but Cr David Dow 
chose instead to issue a dire warning that 
people in the gallery risked severe penalties 
–	two	years’	jail	and/or	a	$10,000	fine	–	if	
they recorded or photographed the meeting.
 Having attended many Toodyay Shire 
Council meetings, The Bat was mildly 
amused but not surprised by this greeting.
 However, the reaction of others in the 
public gallery indicated they felt unwelcome 
in the very place they pay for with their rates, 
which – incidentally – many think have gone 
up astronomically.
 Anzac trees: The most controversial 
item on the agenda was the referral back to 
council of its July decision to chop down two 
Anzac Memorial Park gum trees, to make the 
corner of Clinton Avenue and Anzac Parade 
marginally safer for heavy trucks on the 
town’s ill-suited temporary heavy-haulage 
bypass.
 The tone was set early when Cr David Dow 
ruled that a petition signed by more than 500 
local residents could not be accepted because 
it was not presented correctly.
 Cr Judy Dow later added that “some people 
told me they signed the petition under false 
pretences”.
 “I don’t want the trees to go but we need to 
test how old the trees are to clear the air over 
whether lies or mistruths have been told,” she 
said.
 It didn’t deter Vietnam veteran Bruce 
Guthrie, who stuck to his guns and told 
councillors that the Anzac Memorial Park  

Dow reads riot act to packed gallery
belonged to all the people and that the RSL 
was the custodian of the site.
 He said any move to axe the trees would 
desecrate the Toodyay war memorial, 
a statement backed by a letter from the 
Toodyay RSL Sub Branch which said the 
families of fallen servicemen and women 
would	be	mortified	by	 the	 removal	 of	 the	
trees (see Letters, Page 4).
 Bruce had stood among protesters who 
confronted Cr Brian Rayner and Cr Paula 
Greenway at Anzac Park last month when 
shire contractors arrived with chainsaws.
 After a tense stand-off between protesters, 
the shire and local police – and the threat 
of multiple arrests – the two councillors 
grudgingly accepted Cr Sally Craddock’s 
plea to sign a temporary stay of execution, 
which needed the support of three councillors 
for it to go back to council for further debate.
 When Cr Craddock moved the item at 
the meeting and Cr David Dow called for 
a seconder, there was a long and painful 
silence as Cr Greenway and Cr Rayner 
glared uneasily at each other across the table  
and gesticulated over who should support 
what they had already signed, otherwise the 
motion would have lapsed and sealed the 
trees’ fate, which as it turned out was what 
Cr Rayner wanted anyway.
 The public gallery held its breath until 
a reluctant Cr Greenway blinked and Cr 
Craddock’s motion to reconsider was carried 
8-1, with Cr Rayner voting against.
 The public gallery gasped when Cr Dow 
said “I know this is complicated red tape 
rubbish” before hurriedly retracting with “I 
shouldn’t have said that”.
 It was one of several outbursts from the 
chair that had ratepayers gasping in disbelief.
 Long wait: Earlier, the president refused a 
request to bring the item forward from near 
the end of the agenda so that the unusually 
large number of ratepayers present at 4pm 
would not have to sit through hours of 
tedious debate such as whether a ratepayer 
should be allowed to have three dogs instead 
of two.
 Instead, the councillors broke for dinner at 
6.06pm, resumed at a quarter to seven and 
plodded on for another three-quarters of an 
hour through two more items before getting 
to the trees at 7.30pm – a three-hour wait to 
get to what most had come to hear.
 What followed was almost beyond belief.
	 The	role	of	a	presiding	officer	is	to	guide	

meetings impartially and ensure a balanced 
debate – to steer, not push the barrow.
 Sadly, we saw little of that in this debate.
 The president seemed ready to use the chair 
at every opportunity to discredit or belittle 
anything he disagreed with.
	 He	 then	proposed	a	qualified	arborist	be	
engaged to determine the trees’ age.
 Cr Craddock said age was irrelevant – it 
was the trees’ symbolism to the people of 
Toodyay that mattered.
 The public gallery gasped again when the 
president accused her of “throwing mud into 
the water” for expressing concern that an 
arborist boring test holes into the trees might 
introduce diseases.
 When Cr Craddock turned to the chair to 
object, the president hurriedly backtracked 
with “OK, I withdraw that remark”.
 When an elderly ratepayer in the public 
gallery said she remembered seeing large 
Anzac Memorial Park trees when she was 
a girl, the president shot straight back with 
“everything looks big when you are young”.
 He then complained about the “hammering” 
he had received from angry ratepayers over 
his 48 per cent shire pay rise and the decision 
to axe the trees, and said he would pay for 
an arborist report out of his own president’s 
allowance.
 Cr Greenway – who engaged in a heated 
exchange with Cr Craddock in Anzac 
Memorial Park the previous week for 
wanting to save the trees – said some emails 
she had received were “horrendous – it’s 
been really divisive in our community”.
 Cr Rayner – who remonstrated with 
protesters after being called to the park – said 
the issue had divided the town.
 “Some of the phone calls I have received 
are ludicrous – it’s affected me and my 
partner,” he said.
 He said an alternative heavy-haulage 
bypass was at least 15 years in the future 
but then contradicted himself by saying that 
“if those protesting about the trees would 
instead put their energy into lobbying for a 
bypass, it would happen tomorrow”.
 If Axe Man thinks a small group of local 
ratepayers can do this, why can’t the Toodyay 
Shire Council which has considerably more 
resources and lobbying power?
 It’s hard to say what was worse – the 
council’s refusal to accept that it made a big 
mistake thinking it could cut down the Anzac 
Memorial Park trees without provoking 

community outrage or the manner in which 
the meeting was conducted.
 After an hour of red herrings, put-downs 
and blaming everyone else but themselves, 
the council voted 9-0 to defer axing the trees 
until it gets a Main Roads WA assessment of 
the heavy-haulage bypass and an arborist to 
determine the age of the trees.
 The president – as usual – had the last 
word, saying “the decision doesn’t mean the 
trees won’t come down” and “the hardest 
thing I ever do is speak on Anzac Day”.
 It may be even harder for him next year.
 Pay rises: We forgot to mention last 
month that not only did the shire president’s 
remuneration increase to more than $4000 a 
month but CEO Stan Scott got a 1.5 per cent 
base pay rise – three times more than Perth 
CPI – set by the WA Salaries and Allowances 
Tribunal after his job performance was rated 
as “more than satisfactory”.
 For the record, the shire CEO now gets a 
total package of $226,490, which consists of 
a base rate of $167,906 plus superannuation, 
motor vehicle expenses and a housing 
allowance to live in Toodyay.
 For how much of your rates goes towards 
paying for our shire councillors’ allowances, 
see Larry Graham’s letter, Page 4.

A PRE-TRIAL conference in the Perth 
Magistrate’s Court failed last month to 
settle a Shire of Toodyay claim against 
former shire president Charlie Wroth for 
$14,300.
 Mr Wroth, who led the shire from 2005 
to 2009, is being sued for alleged non-
delivery of gravel that the shire paid for 
after	the	2009	bushfire	destroyed	37	homes	
in the Majestic Heights subdivision.
 Both parties last month rejected 
settlement offers from each other and the 
dispute now looks set to go to trial.
 It is understood Mr Wroth has engaged 
a barrister for his defence.
 A trial date has yet to be set.
 Deputy Shire President Therese Chitty 
said the matter was confidential and 
declined to comment after shire president 
David Dow said he was unable to respond 
“due to circumstances beyond my control”.
 Mr Wroth also declined to comment.

Wroth fights on

letters

ARE LOCAL drivers aware that this year 
speed cameras have been set up quite 
frequently on the straight stretch of the 
Northam-Toodyay Road before the railway 
crossing near Northam?
 As this is one of the few passing places on 
that road, many people are probably used to 
speeding up here and it must be a lucrative 
spot.
 Almost every time I reduce speed to the 
indicated 80km/h, cars behind me tailgate, 
flash their lights impatiently or rev past 
giving	me	the	finger.
 I’m sorry if they think I’m a road-hog, but 
I	can’t	afford	a	speeding	fine	so	I’m	sticking	
to the 80km/h.

Naomi Millet – Toodyay

Kids lack basics from home
I WRITE IN response to, and in support 
of, Sally Martin’s letter Blame parents, not 
teachers in last month’s Herald.
 We are living in such a politically correct 
world now that people do not seem to want 
to take responsibility but are happy to ascribe 
blame to others for their failings.
 If you can’t be bothered doing what is 
required as a parent, don’t have children.
 It is absolutely not a teacher’s responsibility 
to parent your child.
 The teachers have a big enough battle just 
starting the education of the small minority 
of children who start school without any 
skills: ie they can’t write the alphabet, their 
name or can’t count. (My friends’ children all 
started school with these basic skills, along 
with manners and respect.)
 Today the teachers put up with abuse, 
backtalk and physical assault from students 
and they have no recourse. How is that fair?
 Children who disrupt the class and offend 
the teacher should be punished, just as I was.
 You, the parent, are responsible for 
teaching the child manners.
 At the age of 11, I received the strap across 
my	hand;	I	can’t	remember	why,	but	when	

I told my parents, they said you probably 
deserved it. They were right.
 Parents who continue to behave badly at the 
school should be given three opportunities to 
improve and if they don’t they should not be 
allowed on school property.
 If society continues to put up with these 
people, we have to ask – who is in charge?

Caro Caro – Toodyay

Michael Sinclair-Jones

FIVE LOCAL objectors have failed in 
court to overturn State Government works 
approval	for	a	30ha	landfill	site	for	millions	
of tonnes of rotting Perth garbage at Hoddys 
Well, 14km south of Toodyay.
 However, in a separate move, the State 
has refused to issue a licence for dumping 
to start because it says there is no proof local 
groundwater won’t be contaminated.
	 Perth	landfill	firm	Opal	Vale	Pty	told	the	
WA Supreme Court in Perth last month that 
it had already spent $3 million preparing a  
Chitty Road site for stage one of millions of 
tonnes of Perth waste to be dumped there 
over the next 20 years.
 The waste will be carted by an extra 60 
heavy trucks and trailers a day on Toodyay 
Road between Redhill and Fernie Road.
 However, in a separate letter the WA 
Department of Environment Regulation 
(DER) said Opal Vale had failed to comply 
with a works approval condition to install 
bore monitors to ensure there was at least a 
two-metre gap between the bottom of the tip 
and the underlying water table.
 The site is less than a kilometre from 
Jimperding	Brook,	which	flows	into	the	Avon	
River	and	the	Swan,	and	is	often	flooded	in	
winter.
 In a letter dated June 24, DER Director 
General Jason Banks told Opal Vale that 
failure to install measuring devices in 
boreholes around the edge of the site was 
“one area of non-compliance”, and an 
ongoing	DER	audit	would	find	out	if	there	
were others.
 Opal Vale needed to supply actual recorded 
water bore measurements, not just a report 
summarising	the	findings.
 The decision puts at least a temporary halt 
on	landfill	operations	amid	opponents’	fears	
that this year’s unusually wet winter has 

increased the risk of potential groundwater 
contamination from putrescible waste.
 Meanwhile, members of the failed WA 
Supreme Court bid to overturn last year’s 
DER works approval will apply for costs 
relief on grounds the action was community-
supported.
 “Courts can take this into account when 
considering	costs,”	anti-landfill	campaigner	
Rosemary Madacsi said.
 The group is gathering evidence of 
widespread community support over many 
months in a bid to avoid having to pay 
thousands of dollars in legal costs to Opal 
Vale and the State Government.
 In last month’s failed action, WA Supreme 
Court Justice Andrew Beech said The DER 
had complied with the law by giving public 
notice of the details of Opal Vale’s original 
application for works approval to operate a 
landfill	site.
 However, the law did not require the DER 
to advertise Opal Vale’s reponses to public 
submissions arising from that notice.
 As a result, the objectors’ claims that they 
should have had an opportunity to inspect 
and challenge further material provided by 
Opal Vale was rejected. 
 The project has been condemned by local 
WA Nationals MPs but the State Government 
has refused to intervene after banning further 
landfill	 sites	 on	 the	 Perth’s	 sandy	 coastal	
plain “because of their potential to pollute 
groundwater.
	 As	a	result,	commercial	landfill	operators	
such as Opal Vale have scoured the Perth 
Hills for suitable alternative dump sites, such 
as the former claypit in Chitty Road.
 In July, SUZE (formerly SITA) abandoned 
hotly-contested plans to dump Perth rubbish 
in	York	 after	 a	 four-year	 fight	with	 local	
residents and switched to a new site at North 
Bannister as a result of buying out rival 
company Perthwaste which owns that site. 

Objectors lose landfill battle 
but may yet win the war

I know, so I drive slow
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SEPTEMBER 2016 sees the 100th 
anniversary of the Battle of Pozieres and the 
100th anniversary of the death of a number 
of Toodyay men.
 One of them was Herbert James Donegan,
born in 1876, the son of Thomas and 
Charlotte Donegan.
 He was a carpenter who worked as a 
telephone linesman.
 His family had a military background with 
his grandfather, John Donegan, serving in 
Van Diemens Land and India before coming 
to Toodyay as an Enrolled Pensioner Guard.
 Herbert’s uncle, William Donegan, served 
in India during the Indian Mutiny and 
at Sevastopol and Balaclava during the 
Crimean War.
 His brother Percy enrolled at the start of 
the war and served at Gallipoli.
 All the above men lived in Toodyay.
 Herbert enlisted in the 51st Battalion 
Australian Imperial Force (AIF) on 18 
January 1916 at 38 years and seven months 
of age.
 On 17 April 1916 he embarked on the 
Aeneas at Fremantle and disembarked at 
Suez, Egypt, some time in May.
 On 6 June 1916 he embarked on the 
Franconia and disembarked at Plymouth, 
England, 10 days later.
 The Franconia was sunk by a German 
U-boat four months later near Malta.
 On 17 July 1916 Herbert was sent to France 
to reinforce the battalion on the battlefront.
 The reinforcements marched into Etaples 

Donegan sacrifice in France remembered

(near the coast) on July 26 and were with 
their battalion on August 21 near Pozieres.
 The battle for Mouquet Farm (part of the 
greater battle of Pozieres) was from August 
13 – September 5 and it was during this battle 
on September 3 that Herbert went over the 
top in the third wave and was subsequently 
reported as missing in action.
 Herbert’s mother Charlotte received 
notification	soon	after	that	he	was	missing	in	
action and in November she sent a telegram 
to the army in Melbourne asking for further 
word on him.

 Two days later she received a reply saying 
that there had been no further reports and she 
would	be	promptly	advised	 if	any	definite	
information were to be received.
 A year later, in August 1917, Herbert’s 
personal effects consisting of a hairbrush, 
mirror in wooden case, torch, military book, 
housewife (sewing kit), shaving brush, two 
combs and a damaged watch were mailed to 
Charlotte.
 After the war Herbert’s remains were found 
and buried in the Serre Road Cemetery No 
1 in Hebuterne, 6.25 miles north of Albert, 
France.
 Three eye witness reports dated 1917 and 
1919 said he was killed by a high explosive 
shell.
 In Stephen’s Church in Stirling Terrace there 
is a marble memorial plaque commemorating 
Herbert and another plaque in the rose garden 
at the war memorial in Anzac Avenue.
 Herbert was issued two medals the British 
War Medal and the Victory Medal.
 If you visit France and are in the vicinity 
of Albert, Villers-Bretonneux or Arras you 
may wish to pay your respects to a man from 
Toodyay who responded to the call and made 
the	supreme	sacrifice.
 All information has been sourced from 
Military Records and Red Cross Missing 
Person Records.

Noel Donegan behind Herbert’s grave at the Serre Road Cemetery No 1 in Hebuterne in 2013.

TOODYAY businesses took out many of 
the honours at the Avon Valley Regional 
Small Business Awards presentation 
dinner in Northam earlier this month.
 Seven local businesses were entered as 
finalists.
 They were Blue Moon Crystals, Grove 
Wesley Design Art, Tea for Toodyay, The 
Cursed Café, The Meat Hook, Toodyay 
Bakery and Café and the Toodyay Branch 
of the Bendigo Bank.
 Jason and Cassie Marion of the Toodyay 
Bakery and Café were announced the 
winners of the Best Avon Valley Business 
of the year.
 The Meat Hook was presented with the 
trophy for the Best Micro Business with 
0-4 employees.
 Winner of the Best New Start-Up 
Business was the Cursed Café (see story 
below).
 The Toodyay Herald congratulates all  
finalists and winners – the number of 
awards being won by innovative Toodyay 
businesses is certainly putting our town on 
the tourist map.

Top honours 
for Toodyay 

businesses in 
Avon awards

Use it or lose it – The Cursed Cafe
Restaurant Raconteur
Ravi Broadbean

RECENTLY I had a most unexpected 
gastronomical delight. It was unexpected 
because it is unusual in country towns to be 
served really spectacular fare at an ‘outside 
catered function’.
 You may have heard that The Toodyay 
Herald has recently won the illustrious 
Wheatbelt Small Business Award. Bonita 
and I were honoured to be invited to join The 
Herald committee and members to celebrate 
this	magnificent	achievement	at	the	Toodyay	
Race Club rooms.
 There was the usual Bollinger cork popping 
and an amusing address from the president 
prior to the presentation of the most superb 
gourmet supper I have ever had the pleasure 
to consume.
 Apart from the traditional ‘nibbles’ all the 
other items on the menu, even the tomato 
chutney/sauce which accompanied the 
scrumptious sausage rolls, were made ‘in 
house’. There were three varieties of sushi 
including smoked salmon and smoked 
chicken and Swedish meatballs served 
with the most delicious cranberry sauce. 
There were sticky honeyed chicken thighs, 
rough-hewn pork belly hunks and delicate 
vegetarian cheese tarts crafted with mouth-
watering puff pastry.
 Bonita remarked that The Herald must 
be fairly wealthy to be able to present such 
a remarkable spread and suggested that a 
buffet of this quality must have cost at least 
$30 per head.
 Having dined at most of the Toodyay 
eateries, I ventured a guess that the caterer 
was The Cursed Cafe, and I was correct. 
However, I was amazed when told by the 
president that the cost of this marvellous 
offering was only $10 per head. He also 
added that The Herald required attendees 
to pay for their supper and bring their own 

Bollinger. Bonita and I felt very honoured to 
be excluded from this arrangement.
 Having reviewed the Cursed Cafe in a 
previous edition of this illustrious organ, I 
would not normally afford the establishment 
the	benefit	of	a	second	Ravi	review.	However,	
prior to driving home the following day, 
Bonita and I did pop in for lunch and were 
unsurprised at the ever-increasing range of 
the menu.
 With delights such as buffalo wings, 
nut crusted Humpy Doo Barramundi, 
Croques Monsieur, Eggs Benedict, Brioche, 
Mascarpone, Aubergine Parmiagana, 
Béchamel and all the other ‘standard’ menu 
items, we were spoilt for choice. But wait, 
there is more.
 The restaurant  is  now offering a 
comprehensive pizza menu. If you don’t 
fancy the standard pizza varieties, of which 
there are many, you just make up your own 
version and it appears. We had fun and 
created a smoked salmon, pumpkin and 
carrot pizza with Red Leicester cheese. Pure 
orange in colour and delicious.
 Before leaving we chatted to the owner, 
Lynda and the manager Lisa, and they 
gave us some rather distressing news. It 
appears that, because of the location of the 
restaurant, which is at the entrance to the IGA 
supermarket, the business may not survive. 
There is very little tourist trade, because the 
anti-business Shire Heritage policy prevents 
the cafe advertising their existence from the 
High Street.
 The Cursed Cafe offers  Toodyay 
an inexpensive catering service and a 
sensational eatery. If the business was closer 
to Rockingham, Bonita and I would dine 
there regularly and also use the catering 
service for our many soirees. I urge all my 
many fans to patronise the Cursed Cafe 
because, like the AvonLink, if you don’t use 
it you will lose it.

‘Sleepy’ Bus thaws out for race day
Toodyay Community Bus
Di Roberts, Secretary

AUGUST HAS been a quiet one for the 
Cheeky Bus.
 The cold has really settled in so quickly 
that many of our seniors have decided to stay 
home in the warmth of the heater and wood 
fire.
 I think that everyone of an age must have 
felt the cold more than previous years, or is 
it that “it’s the pits getting old” – how many 
times have we heard this statement?
 Enough of the grumbles. We are taking our 
sleepy bus to the Toodyay Picnic Races on 
Saturday September 24 and hopefully the 
day will be full of sunshine and happiness.
 The bus will be available for all who wish 
to venture to the races. From 9.30 am until 
5.30 pm the bus will become a ‘shuttle bus’ 
for those who do not wish to take their cars.

 We are hoping that we can take the 
passengers from the AvonLink train when it 
arrives in Toodyay and transport them to the 
races on the day and then bring them back to 
the Avonlink for their return journey.
 As a community organisation, our Cheeky 
Bus has been, we think, paramount in 
keeping our seniors and others aware of what 
is sincerely needed for the town of Toodyay.
 The concern is if the Cheeky Bus did not 
exist it would affect the activities of local 
people.
 All people who are genuinely interested 
in keeping the bus going, can contact me at, 
roberts138@bigpond.com.
 After all, what other bus has the eyelashes 
and kisses like ours?
 Our committee and I would like to hear 
from you.
 Happy spring-time weather, it is just going 
to be luscious.

Memorial Plaque in the Rose Garden at 
the War Memorial in Anzac Ave.

mailto:roberts138@bigpond.com
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Ieva Tomsons

IDA EDWARDS (83) is ready to party.
 ‘Golden oldies’ from Ida’s Hideaway will 
celebrate 15 years of Saturday afternoon 
get-togethers at Butterly House in Harper 
Road with a party this month at Toodyay’s 
Victoria Hotel.
 Since moving to Toodyay in 1969, this 
feisty Dutch woman has volunteered for 
numerous community groups, including 
The Toodyay Herald where she joined the 
production line to fold monthly editions of 
your	 not-for-profit	 local	 newspaper	 in	 the	
early 1970s.
 Ida and her late husband Ray both 
volunteered for years at Toodyay’s Moeralina 
day care centre where they got to know many 
of the relatives of current Ida’s Hideaway 
members.
 The experience of volunteering with the 
elderly spurred Ida to establish a “home-
away-from-home” to prevent older residents 
becoming socially isolated.
 “There is more to life than sitting around 
in a chair waiting for the next day,” said 
Ida who overcame mourning the loss of her 
grandson by initiating the weekly afternoon 
tea and entertainment at Butterly House.
 Starting in 2001 “without a penny” but with 
the encouragement of a community welfare 
officer,	Ida	went	doorknocking.
 “The Op Shop was fantastic. What Ida 
wanted,	 Ida	 got;	 cups	 saucers,	 plates	 tea	
towels – anything,” she said.
 Butterly Cottage Association provided the 
Harper Street venue and former local Liberal 
federal MP Judi Moylan spurred Ida on with 
a	promise	to	officially	open	Ida’s	Hideaway	
if it was up and running within three months 
which, needless to say, it was.
 Ida is still on a mission to rally support 
from anyone and everyone, and on Monday 
September	19	will	officially	recognise	all	her	
backers with plaques to commemorate their 
support (see report in next month’s Herald).
 “It’s important to be recognised,” said Ida 
who goes to great lengths to provide her 
members with handmade gifts and donated 
items on their special occasions.
 It was Ida’s turn in 2007 to be recognised 
and a Shire of Toodyay Citizen of the Year 
certificate	hangs	prominently	in	her	comfy	
cottage where a spare room doubles as 

storage space for the group’s equipment and 
accounts.
 In a town where the ageing demographic 
has been factored into future planning, Ida’s 
contribution to the welfare of senior citizens 
is undeniable, and now she needs a hand.
 “We need ‘younger people over 50’ who 
can spare time on Saturday afternoons to 
give a hand at the centre, and we need more 
members.
“It’s open house – everyone is welcome to 

Ida ready to party at Hideaway bash

 Ida’s Hideaway’s first birthday on September 15, 2001. Ida is fifth from the right.

enjoy afternoon tea, bingo and cards – and 
it won’t cost a penny.”
 There are, however, two rules: no talking 
about sicknesses and ailments, and don’t 
bring money but come with a smile.
 Although this month’s 15th birthday bash 
won’t have the local constabulary booking 
extra paddy wagons, it will salute a local 
woman’s drive to realise a much-needed 
aged-care association that the Toodyay 
community has unhesitatingly supported.

Joint effort to shed light 
and cool hot shedders

Bejoording Community Group News
From the desk of The Badger

THANKS TO a Community Chest Grant 
from the Wheatbelt Development Com-
mission our shed will receive three much 
needed improvements.
 The application was a joint effort by the 
community group and the volunteer bush 
fire	brigade.

 Our successful application will allow us 
to install large ceiling fans to offset the 
heat on summer days and nights when the 
temperature can soar.
 The installation of carpark lighting, as well 
as illuminating the tank and hard-stand area 
for	 the	 fire	 brigade,	will	 greatly	 increase	
safety for all, especially children who enjoy 
playing outside during family events.
 Finally, the grant will enable us to purchase 
a	defibrillator	 for	 the	benefit	of	 the	whole	
community.
 The community group and brigade will 
fund the training of a number of members 
so the unit can be available at short notice 
should anyone require assistance.
 Our shed has been a work in progress for 
a number of years with our own members’ 
efforts regularly improving or expanding 
facilities.
 This grant will give us a quantum leap 
forward and we acknowledge the generosity 
of the Wheatbelt Development Commission.
 Socially it has been a fairly quiet month 
at The Shed with cold evenings and rain 
keeping numbers down below normal, but 
there are always enough people for some 
good conversation and humour.
 The Badger is currently freezing in Bowral 

Toodyay Youthcare Council 
(Chaplaincy)
Vivienne Freeman, Secretary

ON	THE	first	Monday	of	this	new	term,	
an open air breakfast club was held on the 
lawn area of the school.
 Approximately 70 mums and children 
attended, enjoying hot Milo, juice, cereal, 
spaghetti, toast, fruit salad and yoghurt.
 We are delighted that numbers have 
increased dramatically at the usual 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday breakfast 
club days with 40-60 joining us.
 Max Heath has also been pleased with 
seven replies to our article in The Toodyay 
Herald last month from folk willing to join 
our volunteers on these days.
 We welcome our new principal, Colin 
Fergusson and his deputy, Innocent 
Chikwama, to our school here in Toodyay.
 At this  point  we would l ike to 
acknowledge the great support we have 
from Toodyay District High School 
teachers and staff.
 Thanks also go to Toodyay Shire for their 
ongoing support with a grant of $7500 
towards our chaplaincy program.
 Thanks to the Toodyay IGA store for 
their continued donation of Milo to our 
breakfast club and to Toodyay Bakery who 
donated bread for the open air breakfast.
	 To	date,	we	have	not	been	able	to	find	
someone	to	fill	our	chaplaincy	vacancy	but	
we are hopeful that we will soon be able 
to	employ	a	chaplain	for	five	days	a	week.
	 Results	of	our	last	raffle	on	August	12/13	
were: 1st prize BBQ, won by Black A69 
(Cyrene Syred), 2nd prize money tree, 
won by Black A75 (R&BTurner).
 Congratulations to these winners.
 A note for your diary, our annual 
morning tea for Friends of Chaplaincy 
will be held at the school on Wednesday 
October 26, with catering by our school 
yummy chummies. Invitations will be sent 
out soon.

Hot Milo gets 
kids started 

at school

NSW for a couple of weeks so I may have 
missed some local news, but no doubt I will 
catch up next month.
 Your monthly reminder: we meet every 
Wednesday evening (except in January) at 
the Bejoording Community Centre which 
shares premises with the local volunteer bush 
fire	brigade	in	Bejoording	Road.
 Come along from 6pm, and leave when it 
suits you. Strictly ‘come as you are’ casual, 
kids are welcome, and there are fun events 
every month.
 If you are not yet a member, we would love 
to get to know you.
 If you want to know more, contact 
president Barry Grey on 9574 2149, or call 
The Badger on 0414 250 484. Hope to see 
you soon.

RSL Toodyay Sub Branch
Bruce Guthrie

AT OUR September general meeting the 
matter of preservation of memorial trees at 
the War Memorial precinct was discussed. 
Members present voted overwhelmingly to 
advise the shire that all trees on the precinct 
must be preserved. The sanctity of the War 
Memorial must be preserved forever.
 Our AGM held on September 3 conducted 
the	election	of	office	bearers	for	2016-2017	
and	the	following	members	were	confirmed.
	 Peter	Brennan,	 president;	 John	Clarke,	
vice-president,	Tom	Findlay;	secretary;	Allen	
Clabaugh,	treasurer;	Max	Howard,	welfare;	
Sue	Eldridge,	membership;	Lou	Kidd,	events	
and, Bruce Guthrie, media.
 Sandakan Scholarship Tour 2017 is now 
open for enquires and application. (see 
advertisement page 12 in this Herald).
 Please contact Lou on 9574 4310 for 
further information.
	 RSL	annual	street	stall	and	raffle	will	be	
held on Friday and Saturday September 16-
17 outside IGA. 
 Please come and say hello to our members 
and support our great work in Toodyay with 
veterans, students and community.
 Our next general meeting will be on 

Veterans vote overwhelmingly 
to preserve Anzac trees

Saturday October 29 at the community centre 
hall. (please note change of venue).
 Remembrance Day on Friday November 
11 at War Memorial Anzac Park will start at 
10.45.
 Another day to add to your diary is the 
Christmas luncheon at noon on Saturday 
December 4 in the Toodyay Memorial Hall.

Vietnam War veteran Bruce Guthrie at the site.



 THE TOODYAY HERALD September 2016 Page 15

Probus Club of Toodyay
Joan Bath, Vice-President

IT’S TRUE – an apple a day can keep the 
doctor away.
 A seven-year study by researchers from 
Oxford University and the Chinese Academy 
of Medical Science found that 100g of fresh 
fruit – such as an apple or orange – per day 
cuts the risk of heart attack or stroke by one 
third (from the Probus magazine, Active 
Retirees).
 The last Probus outing was a wonderful 
Christmas in July lunch at Duck Duck Goose 
(pictured above).
 Thanks to Gary, Jan, Jake and the rest of 
staff for the festive settings and food. We 
really enjoyed it – the photo says it all.
 Our familiarisation stall at IGA on July 21 
helped	to	raise	the	Toodyay	Probus	profile.	
Congratulations	to	the	wood	raffle	winner.
 Many of our guest speakers are involved 
with good causes that need support and funds 
raised will be used for donations.
	 The	first	 recipient	of	$200	was	Toodyay	
police Sgt Warren Conder to boost his 
fundraising for the Police Wall to Wall Ride 
for Remembrance where riders nominate a 
charity.
 Our speaker at the August meeting was our 
own Dr Monika Zechetmayr on Soroptimists 
International, a global volunteer movement 
of professional women who are all active 

Herald editor next on menu
members working to transform the lives of 
women and girls.
 The name derives from ‘soror’ meaning 
sister and ‘optima’ meaning best.
 Funds are raised through activities for 
projects	such	as	assisting			women	to	finish	
high school and gain qualifications, and 
providing equipment such as hospital beds 
and maternity ward technical equipment.
 A specific	support	focus	is	chosen	by	each	
state, national and international president.
 The 2015-2017 appeal follows the 
earthquake in Nepal and involves three 
projects to educate, empower and enable 
women	 and	girls	 in	Nepal	 to	 benefit	 their	
communities.
 Another major project which continues 
to receive support is the Hamlin Fistula 
Ethiopia program, which has been run by Dr 
Catherine Hamlin, a 93-year-old Australian 
doctor and her husband since 1974. Thank 
you Monika for a very enlightening talk.
 Our next outing will be on September 7 
when we are off to the Cunderdin Museum 
on the MerredinLink.
 To join Probus please contact president 
Peter Healy on 9574 4778 or for membership, 
John Smart 9574 2339.
 The next meeting at 7pm on September 13 
at the Freemasons Hotel will present guest 
speaker Michael Sinclair-Jones, editor of  
The Toodyay Herald – see you there.

Toodyay Miniature Railway
June Eastwood

OUR 20th anniversary celebration, to be held 
Saturday September 17, is fast approaching.
 We would like to see all who were involved 
in the planning, the actual work of laying 
track and building the station and sponsors 
join us on this day.
 Interested public also welcome 1.30-4pm.
 Please ring June on 9574 4462 or email 
junestan@bigpond.net.au for further 
information.
 We nearly had it right on Avon Descent 
day after being plagued with rain on our run 
days but at 1.30pm down came the rain and 
we had to tell disappointed public that trains 
will not grip wet rails, and close down.
 The following day was our normal run and 
as Micaile sat on Percy he was approached 
by two ladies who asked, “How long before 
the boats pass this point?”
 With tongue in cheek Micaile answered, 
“364 days,” but he did go on to explain on 
how the Avon Descent was structured.
 Early one morning our almost-life-size 
horse, pioneer and kelpie dog were delivered.
 Stan, June and Katie, who created these 

Biting bull ants protest at 
horse, pioneer and kelpie  

figures,	spent	around	an	hour	digging	holes,	
lowering the horse, pulling it back out, 
digging	a	little	more,	finally	concreting	it	in	
and then the man likewise before shifting the 
dog’s position twice.
 There had been much pacing round and 
turning	this	way	and	that	and	finally	standing	
there	in	conversation	to	admire	the	finished	
tableau.
 We all drove away and Graham and Vern 
approached eagerly to contemplate our latest 
attraction. 
 Within two minutes Graham had been 
bitten on both ankles by bull ants and, the 
biggest indignity, one stealthily climbed his 
clothing and bit him under the arm.
 When the two men looked down they were 
being challenged by half a dozen angry ants 
and noticed that the kelpie was right next to 
a bull ant nest.
 How three people could stomp round in 
the same spot for an hour and see nothing – 
including the nest – and remain unscathed, 
whereas Graham and Vern were set upon 
immediately, is anyone’s guess.
 Did the ants sleep late or perhaps we made 
so much bedlam in the area they decided it 
was prudent to stay indoors?

Cool yule fun night raises
a hot lot of dollars

Morangup Matters
Danielle Wrench

THE Morangup Progress Association (MPA) 
held its sixth annual Christmas in July at the 
Morangup Hall.
 This event was attended by more than 100 
residents, who enjoyed a three-course meal, 

kids’ entertainment and a night of fun with 
friends and neighbours.
	 With	just	under	98	raffle	draws	and	three	
door prizes there were gifts for everyone.
 As it’s the MPA’s main fundraiser, the 
committee wishes to thank the residents who 
attended and supported this event.
 With just over $1200 raised, these funds 
will be put to good use.

Morangup Hall fundraiser at this year’s 2016 Christmas in July.

Autumn Club
Mike Cox 

WE HAVE been very busy recently visiting 
the Wannamal Club and going on a shopping 
spree to Midland Gate.
 The other day we all met at a cafe in 
Toodyay for our monthly lunch party.
 After the Avon Descent weekend we had 
our road rubbish clean-up and we thank Tina 
and Jim for their help.
 September is going to be another full 
month with a visit from the Bindoon Club 

Party time for lunch at Sweethearts 
on the 21st and then on 28th we have the 
Wannamal Club coming.
 On Tuesday September 13 our lunch party 
will be held at Sweethearts Café.
 We welcome new members Syd and Ann 
Des to the club.
 There are a few birthdays this month Joe 
Paulsen celebrated on the 4th, Glenyce 
Bosnjak on the 5th, and George Due will 
celebrate on the 14th, Mike Cox on the 23rd 
and Veya Due on the 27th.
 On behalf of our club members I wish them 
all a very happy birthday.

mailto:junestan@bigpond.net.au
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Walk amongst “Free Range Emus” 
in natural bushland

•	 Guided	Tours	
•	 Emu	Products	Shop		
•	 Dining	Area
•	 Tea	and	Coffee
•	 Ice	Cream	and	Cool	Drinks
•	 Toilets
•	 Ample	Parking	

Coach	and	School		Groups	by	Appointment

Open Daily 10AM – 4PM
Phone 9574 1415

TOODYAY 
EMU FARM

Toodyay Music Club
Jenny Edgecombe

YOU NEVER CAN predict what music club 
meetings will bring.
 Old friends and new turned up for our 
Dreams and Fantasy music theme in August.
 Naomi provided a delicious guitar rendition 
of traditional Irish harp music plus a saucy 
little guitar tale of Spanish music teachers 
and their students.
 She also introduced a visitor, Margaret, 
whose piano compositions had the audience 
spellbound, my favourite being the delicate 
Puck of Parkerville.
 Joe’s offering of The Ghost of Billy 
Mulvihill backed by Karen’s haunting cello 
and a tentative addition of Jenny’s first 
attempt on bodhrán sent shivers down more 
than a few spines.
 On the lighter side, Moya and Peter’s 
With Her Head Tucked Underneath her Arm 
caused great hilarity.
 Peter’s Scarlet Ribbons changed the mood 
again, with the odd damp eye around the 
room.
 A pensive My Elusive Dreams from 
Maurice and the evergreen Puff the Magic 
Dragon from Eileen were very popular, as 
they provided lovely harmonies and choruses 
for each other.
 Spencer’s In Dreams	 finished	with	 two	
seconds of silence, followed by thunderous 
applause.
 Leila joined him later on ukulele for the 
plaintive C&W song, Dieseline Dreams and 
Will kept the country music going with some 
well-received John Denver numbers.

Dreams and fantasy produce 
mix of perennial favourites

 We also had a bonus music day this month, 
with a musical party at Coondle West to 
accompany the AGM.
 Members and friends shared food, laughter 
and the chance to sing all sorts of songs in 
different groupings from our usual ones.

Toodyay Community Singers
Collette Healey

IT’S BEEN a while since you’ve had a report 
from the Toodyay Community Singers.
 This is mainly because our regular scribe 
has been extremely busy holidaying and 
becoming a new grandparent.
 Congratulations and happy holidaying 
Maree.
 Meanwhile back at the CWA hall on 
Thursday evenings the melodious tones of 
the Toodyay Community Singers continue to 
sound and hopefully delight any passers-by 
and it’s all thanks to Trish, our arm-waver, 
who manages to keep it all together.
 The evening starts with some varied warm 
ups and then the night proceeds by singing a 

Move over Motown for The Avonettes
selection of songs chosen for that evening.
 If there is an event on the horizon then the 
songs for that event are rehearsed. 
 The next event is the Toodyay Agricultural 
Show on October 8.
	 On	 the	first	Thursday	of	each	month	we	
relax and have a casual Sip-n-Sing night 
which speaks for itself.
 Anyone can sing, recite, read or do 
anything of their choosing or simply enjoy 
joining the choruses.
 Our last Sip-n-Sing brought forth some 
lovely and lively songs sung individually 
and in some cases in duos or more.
 Paula sang Solitaire, Laraine sang Island 
in the Sun and Smile was delightfully sung 
by our Mona.

Toodyay Theatre Group
Jessica Shilcock

THIS	year’s	youth	play	was	a	big	success;	
we had audiences of over 100 on all three 
performance nights and heard nothing but 
positive reviews for our kids.
 Peter Pan and his lost boys swept in 
and stole everyone’s hearts while they 
took the Darling children on an adventure 
they would never forget and once again 
defeated Captain Hook and his pirates.
	 From	a	cast	of	26	we	had	only	five	adults	
on stage.
 The rest of the cast was made up of youth 
from Toodyay and Northam, ranging from 
eight to 16 years of age and they did an 
amazing job.
 We had a spunky Peter Pan, played by 
Hannah Morrison, a feisty Tinkerbell, 
played by Desiree Mitchell and Jemma 
Tarry’s Wendy captured even the hardest 
heart.
 Dean Jezierski’s and Trae Fitzgerald’s 
portrayal of Hook and Smee respectively 
brought the crazy pirate duo to life and 
let us not forget the ever-dramatic Tiger 
Lily, played by Dixie McIvor, who had 
everyone in stitches.
 And while our cast wowed everyone 
on stage, our crew need just as much 
credit for all their hard work to keep the 
show running. David Mitchell did a great 
job directing, with Danni Grundy as his 
assistant director.
 We had some absolutely fantastic family 
members who were a great support to the 
show and group, stepping up to help with 
costumes, set building and selling the kids’ 
meal boxes and show bags which was an 
experiment for us but went down a treat.
 As with any show this big there’s always 
a well of community support to recognise: 
the Toodyay Community Resource Centre 
did a great job of all our printing needs, 
even when a few requests came in at the 
last	minute;	thanks	to	the	Toodyay	Club	
for help with our bar and drinks and Makit 
Hardware, of course, always deserves a 
huge	thank	you	for	the	madness	we	inflict	
on them with our ticket sales.
 And thank you to Jane, who did such 
an incredible job making our trickier 
costumes for us.
 Planning is in the works for our next 
production so keep an eye out on Facebook 
and around town for more information as 
it becomes available.
 If you have any enquiries about the 
Toodyay Theatre Group, please feel free 
to get in touch with us.
 We can be contacted via facebook.com/
ToodyayTheatreGroup, sending us a letter 
to PO Box 402, or through one of our 
members who can get you in touch with 
the right people for your enquiry.

 Next club afternoon: Saturday September 
10, 1-4pm, CWA Hall. Any style of singing 
or instrumental performance is welcome so 
long as it is acoustic.
 Further Information: Joe on 0400 862 694 
or Jenny 0417 910 050.

Spencer James with an unusual four-string guitar.

 Those who sang with others were: Brian 
and Dave Whispering Grass;	Unforgettable 
Dave	 and	Collette;	Country Road Kathy, 
Tanya and Maria and Dream a little Dream 
of Me Margaret, Laraine, Annie and Paula.
	 The	evening	finished	off	with	 the	newly	
formed group The Avonettes (minus Bonnie) 
with Walking in the Rain, one of the songs 
they sang at the International Food Festival.
 Until our next peek at our evenings of song, 
why not consider joining us?
 Don’t forget Thursday evenings 7-9pm 
at the CWA Hall, $4 per person or $3 
concession (supper included).
 We are one big family and have a lot of 
fun.
 Music is good for mind, body and spirit.

Peter Pan flies 
into Toodyay’s 

heart

Chicks With Attitude go to Beverley
Country Women’s Association
Elizabeth Mansom

EARLY LAST month, seven Toodyay 
members travelled to Beverley for a CWA 
Friendship Day.
	 Branches	from	as	far	afield	as	Aldersyde	
enjoyed an extremely well-organised day 
that included education, good food and, of 
course, fun and friendship.
 After a sumptuous morning tea with far too 
many choices we were told about Operation 
Christmas Child, a project of Samaritan’s 
Purse.
 Those wishing to take part donate items 
which are packed into shoe boxes to be 
shipped overseas to needy children.
	 This	may	be	 the	first	 gift	 some	of	 these	
children have ever received (if you wish 
to know more about this project, visit 
operationchristmaschild.org.au).
 The local police sergeant gave a very 
well-received talk on crime prevention with 
emphasis on safety for seniors.
 Almost everyone picked up printed 
material to refresh their memory and a 
particular attraction was a box of permanent 
UV marker pens which was rapidly emptied.
 A lunch of ‘haystacks’, corn chips to 
which we could add from two hot dishes and 
various salads, awaited us in the next room.

 This was followed by a choice of fruit 
salad and cream, apple pie and cream and 
cheesecake (and you could probably ask 
for some cream on that, too) although some 
simply returned to the morning tea table to 
see what they might have missed earlier.
 After lunch the immediate past-secretary 
of CWA of WA put us in small groups 
and generated lively discussion on how to 
maintain a vibrant branch that attracts and 
keeps members.
 At the end of the day a table was brought 
out and placed by the door and as we all 
left, full of praise for a most enjoyable day, 
we were asked to take our pick of the small 
beautifully wrapped gifts piled on it.
 Thank you, Beverley, for a memorable day.
 A very productive morning was had at 
our August Craft Day with many UFOs 
becoming FOs and some items for the 
Christmas stall were started.
 Many thanks to the hard-working local 
who dropped off the huge amount of knitted 
squares which will ultimately benefit 
Wheelchairs for Kids.
 About 30 people came to the CWA Hall 
on August 20 to hear Ken McIntyre talk on 
medicine of the Western Desert people.
 One of our members went home thrilled 
with a simple treatment that freed and 
relaxed her stiff neck and shoulders.

 A big thank you to our treasurer, Jennifer, 
for bringing Ken and his fascinating subject 
to our notice.
 September, of course, is always full of 
things to do and places to go even if you 
don’t belong to CWA.
 Look for us and our White Elephant stall 
at the school fete on Saturday September 17.
 We’ll also have copies of the CWA recipe 
book, the CWA Scone Book and CWA mugs.
 On Saturday September 22 we will join 
with the Toodyay Op Shop to hold a fashion 
parade in our hall from 1pm.
 Proceeds from the sale of clothes will go 
to the Op Shop which, as you know, returns 
everything	to	Toodyay.	Proceeds	from	raffles	
will support CWA.
 A couple of us have already been to the 
shop transforming ourselves into glamorous 
catwalkers. Do come. It’s lots of fun.
 You will be supporting your local 
community and, of course, there’ll be 
afternoon tea.
 CWA meets at 1pm on the fourth Thursday 
of the month in the CWA Hall next to the 
Garden Centre in Stirling Terrace, Toodyay.
 There is plenty of parking in Charcoal 
Lane, with disabled access from Charcoal 
Lane down the side of the hall.
 Hall bookings are being taken by Glenys 
Clabaugh on 9574 5110 or 0427 478 325.

http://www.facebook.com/ToodyayTheatreGroup
http://www.facebook.com/ToodyayTheatreGroup
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Toodyay Spinners
Ange Sturman and Chris Stokie

THE TOODYAY Spinners recently held a 
wool dyeing workshop for its members.
 Jenny Cornwall showed us the process 
using commercial dyes and a microwave 
oven, and the principle of using three primary 
colours to achieve the rest.
 We also learnt that all equipment used 

Alpaca herd leads to a stoked spinner

for dyeing must never again be used for 
food preparation, including the microwave 
oven, because of the poisonous nature of 
commercial dyes.

 This month I want to introduce you to Chris 
Stokie. Her account of how she came to join 
our group follows.
 “I moved to Toodyay 10 years ago for a 
tree change.

Knitters and Natters Coffee Club
Alison Wroth

NEWLY arrived on the Toodyay social 
scene is the Knitters and Natters Coffee 
Club that any beginner or novice knitter, 
who enjoys a cuppa and catch up with 
friends can join.
 Please feel welcome to come along every 
third Wednesday of each month between 
9am and noon to the Cola Café to share 
skills, laughs and ideas.
 Basic knitting items such as wool and 
needles are supplied otherwise bring your 
own projects to work on.
 The basic agenda of our club is that we 
buy a coffee and knit and talk.
 Maybe you want to crochet or learn how 
to do a certain stitch but, if you just want 
to sit and have a cuppa, please don’t stay 
away.
 The reason for forming the club is to get 
novice knitters out of the closet and knitting 
an entry for the Toodyay Agricultural 
Show which now has beginner categories 
for knitting and crochet.
 We still have time, so come along, it only 
takes a very short time to whip up a beanie 
or scarf with big needles and chunky wool.
 Just imagine the satisfaction you will 
feel on completion.
 Michael and Bec have supported us in 
our new venture, so if we could get a few 
people	along	it	would	be	of	benefit	to	them	
as well.
 Remember, every third Wednesday of 
the month to begin with and I will see you 
there.
Cast on for relaxation people.

New club casts 
on with coffee 

and chat 

Drop into Coorinja to 
savour local arts

Arts Toodyay
Clive Eger

ARTS Toodyay has a new president –
Margaret Sommerville replacing Sharon 
Boxall who stood down after seven years of 
service in the leadership role.
 Wasting no time, Margaret is leading the 
committee that is organising this year’s 
VINO art exhibition which is only a few 
weeks away.
 The annual VINO art exhibition staged by 
Arts Toodyay has become a landmark event 
in the festival calendar and this year will be 
the eighth time the exhibition has been held 
over the September long weekend.
 The historic Coorinja Winery on the 
outskirts of Toodyay is the traditional venue 
for VINO and the exhibition will run for 
three days, September 24-26
 Works in all media from local artists in the 
Toodyay area and beyond will be featured.
 The exhibition will be open daily from 
10am to 5pm and admission is free.
 “This is our eighth annual exhibition in this 
wonderful old winery,” said Arts Toodyay 
President, Margaret Sommerville.
 “Last year we had almost 140 exhibits from 
more than 30 different artists and this year 

we hope the exhibition will be even bigger.
“VINO is an art exhibition that has morphed 
into a major cultural and social event for 
our community.” she said.  “We also hope 
to welcome visitors coming to the Toodyay 
Picnic Races which will be held over the 
same weekend this year.”
 “The rustic setting of the winery is a 
perfect background for a diverse exhibition 
of paintings, sculpture, pottery and fabric art 
and it makes an ideal outing for the spring 
long weekend,” she added.
 Entry forms for the exhibition are now 
available at the library, visitors’ centre, L.J. 
Hooker and Uniquely Toodyay.
 Entries close on September 20. The entry 
fee is very small so all artists are encouraged 
to participate and get their work ‘out there’ 
for the world to enjoy.
 The next Arts Toodyay event will be the Art 
Trail open-studio weekend on 22-23 October 
22-23.
 More than a dozen local artists will open 
their studios and invite visitors to come and 
see them work.
 Maps will be available to guide visitors to 
the various locations and it will be a great 
opportunity to see how much artistic talent 
there is in our community.

The Crooked Needle
Heather Wright

LAST MONTH’S news has been relayed 
to me.
 My absence must have been a big 
disappointment to my fellow crafters as I 
have so much to offer in the creativity stakes 
– not.
	 There	has	been	a	flurry	of	activity	as	many	
of our girls are preparing for the show and a 
couple of new entrants are having a go.
 Robyn always has amazing creations on the 
go and her current project will not disappoint.
 We have many talented knitters completing 
different items and our crochet girls really are 
very clever. You saw evidence of that with 
Debra’s tree bombing.
 Glenys is back from Queensland, Sue and 
Megan are home from our north, Lynda has 
left us for ‘the old country’ and our friend 
Sheila has had some ups and downs but is 
back with us at last.
 Some of the ladies are knitting different-
shaped pieces to be sent to Perth to be used 
to clothe dolls in conjunction with Mental 
Health Awareness Week, a very worthy 
cause.

Knitters click on to meet 
Toodyay Show deadline

 I am afraid this cold weather has kept 
numbers slightly less than normal as we try 
to keep warm by staying home or escaping 
to where it is warm.
 Let’s hope spring is sprung sooner rather 
than later and the beautiful blooms in our 
bush appear and give us great cheer.
 Our quiet achiever, Glenda, has had 
excitement come her way with daughter 
Lizzie announcing her engagement.
 We often had Lizzie join us for lunch in the 
early days so we were excited to hear this 
news. Congratulations to the happy couple.
 Craft will not be held the day before the 
Toodyay Show as our meeting place is part 
of the precinct used for the event.
 Our menfolk could take some notice 
of Jan’s husband Evan, who has taken to 
bringing	her	flowers	each	week.
 We are all wondering what his motive is 
but apparently it is just to bring Jan happiness 
and joy. Fellas, how smart is he?
 So, our little group continues to have fun, 
laugh, support one another and along the way 
we may even produce something.
 We all look forward to our Friday gatherings 
and wonder what we will achieve next.

 “While building our house I purchased my 
first	two	alpacas	and	my	herd	quickly	grew	
to six.
 “This of course led to the question of what 
to	do	with	the	fleece.

 “In 2009, seeing an article in the Toodyay 
Herald for the Toodyay Spinners, I decided 
to attend a meeting and give it a try.
 “The ladies of the Toodyay Spinners 
welcomed me with open arms, enthusiasm 
and unlimited patience.
 “The club lent me a spinning wheel to see 
if I enjoyed it. 
 “I was immediately hooked and purchased 
my own wheel and have been spinning 
happily ever since.
 “The club ladies continue to provide their 
guidance, knowledge and experience freely 
and with endless patience.
 “I branched out into felting and, with 
assistance, was able to make a felt bag which 
took	out	first	prize	in	the	felting	section	at	
the last Toodyay Spinners’ Spin-in.
 “I anticipate many happy years of spinning 
to come.”
 Our spinning group meets every Wednesday 
from 9am to noon, and every third Saturday 
of the month (also from 9am to noon) at 
Parkers’ Cottage in the Showgrounds.
 The felting group now meets on the second 
Monday each month from noon to 3pm also 
at Parkers’ Cottage.
 Felting group contact is Jenny Cornwall, 
9574 5978.
 For further information on our group please 
contact secretary Heather Jones on 0407 287 
002 or Judy Mackie, president on 9574 4421.
 New members are most welcome – no 
experience necessary.

Tess with wool she dyed at the spinners’ workshop.

Toodyay spinners injecting the dye.

Toodyay spinners hanging out to dry.
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Freemasons Toodyay
Graham Barber

FREEMASONRY in Toodyay has been 
around almost as long as the town.
 Many readers will know of the Freemasons 
Hall in Fiennes Street next to the Toodyay 
Shire offices. Plus, there is the iconic 
Freemasons Hotel in the main street.
 Incidentally, the name of the Freemasons 
Hotel has very little to do with the actual 
Freemasons in Toodyay.
 Built in 1861, many years before the 
Toodyay Lodge was formed, the name 
Freemasons was simply a popular name for 
licensed premises.
 Of course the Masons themselves have 
utilised the hotel for functions over the years, 
but have never used the building as the Lodge 
meeting place.
	 In	1899	the	first	Freemasons	of	Toodyay	
met in a room above Unwin’s drapery store 
in	what	 is	 now	 the	first-floor	 level	 of	 the	
Toodyay Bakery.
 The Lodge continued to meet there for 
over a quarter of a century until it moved to 
its new permanent home in Fiennes Street, 
where in 1924 new rooms were added to the 
existing Temperance building which was 
also known as the Good Templars Hall.
 This makes the Toodyay Masonic Hall 
one of the oldest buildings in Toodyay, still 
utilised for its original purpose.
 Toodyay’s Masonic Hall has had a 
chequered career, originally built in 1878 
as a small temperance hall by the Good 
Templars Lodge, which despite the ‘Lodge’ 
name has nothing to do with Freemasonry.
 The Light of the Hills Lodge, part of 
the Independent Order of Good Templars 
was formed as part of the Total Abstinence 
Society, whose members foreswore all 
alcohol, the effects of which was seen as a 
serious blight on society at that time.
 By 1923 the Hall was no longer used for 
meetings and was in a dilapidated state, with 
the woodwork eaten away by white ants and 
wind whistling through broken windows.
 The Toodyay Freemasons purchased the 
property and the building underwent major 
renovation and new rooms were added.
 It suffered some damage during the 
Meckering earthquake of 1968.
 The building underwent a further major 
renovation in 2009 and with assistance 
from the Lotteries Commission, a new roof 
was installed and the building painted in its 
traditional colours.
 Today it proudly stands as one of Toodyay’s 
historic heritage buildings.
 Inside the Masonic Hall you will see 

Freemasons square ledger on historic rituals

photographs of the Toodyay Lodge Masters, 
many of them prominent citizens, down 
through the years to the present incumbent.
 A viewer cannot fail to notice the different 
poses of these gentlemen. From the solemn 
serious faces of the early 20s, to the smiling 
poses of the new Elizabethan age.
 Freemasonry arrived in the newly-founded 
Swan River Colony as one of the institutions 
imported from England.
	 The	 first	 Lodge	 of	 St	 John,	No	 1,	was	
formed at Perth’s Government House in 
1843.
 Freemasons lodges are numbered from 
the date they are formed and issued with a 
warrant by the respective Grand Lodge.
	 One	 of	 the	 first	 country	 lodges	 is	York	
Lodge, No 5, which was formed in 1886.
 The latest Lodges formed in WA in the last 
few years, are numbered in the 370s.
 A group of local businessmen and pioneer 

farming families formed the Toodyay Lodge 
in 1899 at the turn of the century when the 
town was still called Newcastle. The name 
Toodyay referred to the surrounding area as 
well as the town.
 Originally granted Warrant No 2803 by 
the Grand Lodge of England, the Toodyay 
Lodge became the last Lodge in the colony 
formed under the English Constitution.
 In February 1900 Toodyay Lodge, No 37, 
became	one	of	the	first	country	Lodges	to	be	
granted a new warrant by the newly-formed 
Grand Lodge of Western Australia.
 The Lodge has carried on throughout 
the years, including two world wars to the 
present day.
  “What do Freemasons actually do?” is a 
question often asked.
 The simplistic answer is that Freemasonry 
is a fraternal organisation that exists to make 
good men better.

Senior members of the Toodyay Lodge in full Masonic dress at the Masonic Hall in Fiennes 
Street. L - R: Gary Igglesden, Robert Millar, Graham Barber, Stan Eastwood and Geoffrey 
Ludemann. Photo: Lou Kidd.

 It may be easier to answer the question by 
saying what Freemasonry isn’t.
 For example it is not a club, although you 
will	find	like-minded	men	who	will	welcome	
you wherever you go in the world.
 It is not a religion, although the room 
Masons meet in what is called ‘a temple’ 
and many of the ethical and moral lessons  
to which Freemasons ascribe are based on 
narratives from the Bible, which Masons call 
the Volume of the Sacred Law.
 Among Freemasons there are Hindus, 
Sikhs, Muslims and Buddhists as well as all 
practising branches of Christianity.
 It is not a secret society, as there is no 
need to keep membership a secret, but 
it is a society with certain private forms 
of recognition in it as a safeguard for its 
members.
 It is not a charity, although it does carry out 
charitable fundraising for local, national and 
international causes.
 Freemasonry provides aged-care homes 
for all sections of the community as well as 
hospitals and scholarships.
 It is not an amateur dramatic group 
although the Freemasons’ challenging ritual 
contains ceremonial and charges which 
teaches valuable moral and social lessons.
 It is not a restricted association of 
aristocratic or intellectual snobs for any man 
in the world may join with only the following 
provisions:
 He must believe in a supreme being and 
be an honest man who proves worthy upon 
examination.
 He must be able to take an obligation to 
keep certain words secret providing his 
religious belief allows him to do so.
 Freemasonry is not just a bunch of the boys 
getting together for a convivial drink and a 
meal.
 Yes, the festive board is an important part 
of Freemasons’ meetings, but Masons place 
greater emphasis on what happens in its 
ceremonies and the relaxation and jollity 
afterwards are partly to wind down and take 
the opportunity of getting to know each other 
another better.
 Freemasons only invite honourable men to 
join the Craft.
 Freemasonry is a way of life, a way to 
regard life squarely and to lead a life of which 
you can be proud. It’s a way to be happy in 
yourself and to be able to communicate that 
happiness to others as part of ‘making good 
men better’.
 Toodyay Freemasons meet at 7.30pm on 
the fourth Thursday of each month at The 
Masonic Hall in Fiennes Street. For anyone 
seeking further information on joining the 
Toodyay Freemasons please call 9574 4462.

Targa West Rally revs through Toodyay

Sunny weather created perfect conditions for 
last month’s Targa West Rally, which roared 
through Toodyay with a lunch-time pit stop 
in Charcoal Lane. Many crews brought their 
own food and drink, and some local businesses 
reported a drop in trade that weekend.
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Beth Frayne

THIS LITTLE weatherboard building in 
Duke Street has never been included in the 
Shire of Toodyay’s heritage listings, even 
though it may be more than 100 years old.
 Perhaps being made of wood and being 
moved about over the years has prevented 
it	from	being	considered	a	significant	relic	
of Toodyay, and the state’s, past.
Naming rights
The role of the former Charge Room (its 
proper name) was not the longest in its 
community service history.
 Perhaps ‘old domestic science room’ might 
be more apt because for 33 years it was a 
place in which many of Toodyay’s girls may 
have learnt the culinary arts.
Before coming to Toodyay in 1919
This transportable building came from Day 
Dawn, a mining town west of Cue gazetted 
in 1894.
 In 1919, the tender already described the 
building as the “Toodyay School manual 
training room” but evidence of its function 
at Day Dawn has yet to be found.
 The Day Dawn School existed 1895-1929, 
and manual training classes and technical 
schools were all the rage, so it is likely that 
our little building from Day Dawn is more 
than 100 years old.
 After Day Dawn’s Great Fingall Mine 
closed in 1918, the town declined.
Manual training room (1919-1921)
Having been brought to Toodyay to serve as 
the State School’s manual training room, the 
building was soon considered too small and 
replaced in 1920-1921 by a larger purpose-
built manual training room.
Centre of culinary arts (1921-1954)
The smaller Day Dawn room then became 
the cookery (domestic science) room.
 The girls cooked and sold hot school 
lunches, and served afternoon tea for the 
local P&C monthly meetings.
 The room was still in place in 1954 when 
the new State School started over the other 
side of the river.
Police Charge Room (1955-1967)
In 1955, this transportable building was 
again transported up Duke Street to serve as 
the police Charge Room until 1967, when the 
new modern ‘red brick’ police station was 
opened in Stirling Terrace.
 Toodyay historian Alison Cromb found a 

1955 plan of the new Charge Room in the 
Public Works Department (PWD) records, 
which shows a new porch, counter, internal 
wall and new storage cupboards.
 These cupboards are still in use more than 
50 years later.
 No photos have been found from this 
period, perhaps because it was unlikely to 
be a favoured place for family snapshots.
Ambulance headquarters (1967-1982)

Small weatherboard hides big history

In 1967, the Toodyay Sub Centre of the 
St John Ambulance Association leased the 
building from the Toodyay Shire Council 
which had leased it from the PWD.
 The Ambulance Garage was moved up 
from its site next to Connor’s Mill.
 St John’s had moved out by 1982 to new 
‘old’ premises (Miss Wood’s house) in 
Stirling Terrace.
Cub central (1983-1988)
The First Toodyay Cubs and Scouts group 
used the building as its cubs’ hall from May 
1983.
 They moved to the Old Telecom building 
(later called the Shire Garden Depot) in 
Clinton Street in 1988.
A place to meet and play (1988-2001)
In July 1988, the Toodyay Playgroup began  
leasing the building from the shire.
 During its tenancy, the playgroup fund-
raised to build a fence, playground, cycleway 
and tree-house.
 Parents painted the exterior with shire-
provided paint.

 In 1992, trees and shrubs were planted 
with plaques identifying the children of the 
donors.
 These plaques are still in situ and have been 
photographed.
 The playgroup moved to its present home 
in the Toodyay Community Centre in 2001.
Envisioning Toodyay (2002-2006)
In 2000, the community was successful in 
gaining government Mainstreet funding 
for four years to start its locally-branded 
Envision Toodyay project.
 This was responsible for initiatives such 
as an entry statement, street lighting and 
planters, customer-service training, the 
Charcoal Lane markets and A Division.
 From early 2002, the shire provided the 
old	building	to	the	project	as	an	office	with	
a $2000 donation.
 Around 2006, the shire gained freehold title 
to the property.
 There was discussion about moving the 
building off its block, possibly into the 
museum complex, but that did not happen.
Arts heaven (2008-2016)
Arts Toodyay gained free use of the 
building for meetings and workshops and, 
appropriately, gave it a fresh coat of paint.
 A craft group has recently started meeting 
there.
Another move on the cards?
This year, the Toodyay Historical Society 
sent the shire a summary of the building’s 
history.
 Preliminary research indicates that there 
are few wooden buildings of this type (a 
transportable manual arts room) publicly 
accessible in the state.
 If this building is sold by the shire and 
moved, perhaps the community might 
consider it worthy of another place in town, 
preferably near where it has rested for almost 
100 years.
 A little shove backwards to near the ‘new’ 
1907 Police Lockup, and next to a lovely old 
shady tree, might be an ideal resting place.
 Sympathetic restoration would allow it to 
continue serving the community and telling 
the community’s story.
 But it would require massive community 
support to achieve this wish.

1992 plaque at Old Police Station.

The Old Police Station building in Duke Street.

Avon Descent rocks and ripples

Photos: Gary Walton.
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