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Wroth settles for $40,000
but Merrick to fight on
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The Toodyay Herald –
finalist in the
2016 Business Awards

this month

Michael Sinclair-Jones

Two Mad Hatters finalists in last month’s Toodyay Fibre Festival. Photo: Gary Walton.

Mad Hatters cap Fibre Fest success
EARLY morning drizzle and
overcast skies throughout
the day failed to dampen
spirits for last month’s
third annual Toodyay Fibre
Festival, which organisers
estimate was attended by
by 3000 people, including

hundreds of visitors from
Perth and elsewhere.
The event has established
itself as a regular fixture on
Toodyay’s tourist calendar
as local bsuinesses cashed
in on the opportunity to
brighten what has been an

otherwise quiet trading
season for retailers.
Splitting the event across
three Stirling Terrace venues
again proved a success,
giving visitors plenty to see
and do.
More pictures, Page 14.

Herald a finalist in Wheatbelt
Business Excellence Awards
YOUR LOCAL monthly newspaper The
Toodyay Herald is a finalist in the 2016
Wheatbelt Business Excellence Awards.
The Herald was the only Toodyay entry in
38 small business finalists announced last
month by the Wheatbelt Business Network.
Winners in each of five categories will be
announced at awards ceremonies in Moora
and Kellerberrin later this month and qualify
for the WA Regional Small Business Awards
in Perth in November.
The Herald joins six other coastal, Avon
and northern finalists with less than four
full-time staff, and is the only newspaper up
for a business award in any category.
The other finalists in our regional group
are a Northam occupational and community
health service, a Dowerin butcher, a
Dandaragan teashop and a homewares shop,
physiotherapist and hairdressing salon in
Moora.
The Wheatbelt Business Network said

it was impressed with The Herald’s entry,
which included details of our business model
(products, services and marketing), staffing,
customer care and business performance.
We said The Herald had adopted new and
innovative business policies and practices to
improve its performance as an independent
source of local quality news and low-cost
advertising for local businesses.
While other newspapers had been forced to
close due to falling readership and revenue,
Herald circulation had grown 40 per cent
since 2014, resulting in consistent small
monthly financial surpluses.
“This benefits local advertisers who
are able to reach increasing numbers of
customers at competitive rates,” we said.
“The Herald’s success demonstrates the
value of the not-for-profit business model as
an important tool to help support local trade,
enterprise and community development in
struggling regional economies.”

FORMER Toodyay shire president Charlie
Wroth has agreed to a $40,000 settlement
to end his involvement in a bitterly fought
dispute in the WA Supreme Court over
alleged overpayments to former shire CEO
Graham Merrick.
The deal follows a June 8 mediation
conference in Perth which resulted in a
confidential agreement between Mr Wroth
and the Shire of Toodyay.
However, Mr Wroth will not have to pay
anything because both he and Mr Merrick
are covered by council insurance for legal
costs and damages.
The shire originally sued Mr Wroth for
$63,000.
Mr Wroth declined to comment but Mr
Merrick told The Herald that insurance
claims for both had been approved.
Shire President David Dow declined to
reveal if the shire too is insured for lawyers’
fees, which now total considerably more
than $250,000 since court action against Mr
Merrick and Mr Wroth began in March 2014.
Mr Merrick said the shire had reduced its
original claim of $150,980 against him to a
lesser amount following a Supreme Court
interim decision on February 8.
He said the shire later lost a bid in the
Supreme Court to move the case to the less
expensive WA Magistrate’s Court, where the
most that can be claimed is $75,000.
Mr Merrick said his objection that the
Supreme Court offered better mediation
services than the lower court was upheld.
“I’d like to avoid going to trial but in my
opinion the shire is being unreasonable,” he
said.
“The shire never came to me with an offer
to settle, and when I put an offer to them they
rejected it.
“They settled with Charlie and now I’m
waiting for them to come back to me with
an amended claim.
“However, if we need to go to trial, we’ll
go to trial.”
“There’s a lot I want to say but this needs
to be sorted first.”
WA Supreme Court Acting Master
Michael Gething said in February that the
shire’s initial claim of $150,980 against Mr
Merrick was “well below the amount usually
considered to be cost-effective to pursue a
Supreme Court action”.
He said Mr Merrick had “a good defence”
against a shire claim of wrongdoing with a
“sufficiently high degree of certainty about
the ultimate outcome if it went to trial”.
However, Mr Gething also said the
shire may be able to recover the alleged
overpayment because it was unaware of the
claimed situation when Mr Merrick quit
four years ago and signed a confidential “no
further claims” deal.
Mr Merrick was shire CEO from August
2004 to March 2010, and Mr Wroth shire
president for four years to October 2009.
Continued Page 3, Editorial Page 4.
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reproduction in the newspaper.
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to PO Box 100, Toodyay 6566
MEMBERSHIP
Membership of The Toodyay Herald is available at $10 per financial year, with members
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Toodyay 6566 or leave it at 92B Stirling Terrace.
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DISTRIBUTION
The Toodyay Herald has a distribution of 4500 copies, with 2800 copies delivered
monthly to PO boxes and letter boxes in Toodyay, Morangup and Bolgart. Copies are
also available at roadhouses and businesses in Toodyay, Northam and York and Clackline
General Store, Bakers Hill Newsagency, Gidgegannup Newsagency, Wooroloo and
Wundowie. Web address: www.toodyayherald.com.au.

Printed by Rural Press
THANK YOU
Many thanks to the volunteers who helped produce this edition of The Toodyay Herald:
Richard Grant, Peter Ruthven, Guido Verschoor, Sandra Harms, Ieva Tomsons, Allan
Gregory, Heather Appleby, Gary Walton, Joseph Fernandez and Jean Witcombe.

ADVERTISING

ADVERTISING RATES
The cost of a casual display advertisement
is $4.30 (inc. GST) per column cm (NB
Column width is 61.5mm.)
Full Page: Mono - $592; Colour - $643.50.
Setup size: 260mm wide by 400mm deep.
Half Page:Mono - $296; Colour - $347.50.
Setup size: 260mm wide by 195mm deep.
Quarter Page:Mono - $148; Col. - $199.50.
Setup size: 127.5mm wide by 195mm deep.
Page Nomination Loading: Front page 100%, Back page - 50%, Centre pages / Page
3 - 25%, other pages - 10% (based on mono
price and inc. GST)
Colour advertisements of a size not listed
above incur a $51.50 surcharge with the
exception of the Trades and Services section.
A one-off setup fee (artwork fee) will be
charged for advertisements which are not
print ready. Advertisers, please supply a
postal address for accounting purposes and
the number of issues in which you would
like your advertisement to be included.

Accounts are issued every month with
payment required within 30 days. Payment
may be made by post, EFT transfer or at the
Herald offices.
Specifications
Print-ready material is required to be
supplied at a minimum resolution of 200
pixels per inch at the size the advertisement
is to be printed, eg full-page, half-page etc.
Trades and Services
Single advertisement in colour (including
initial artwork): $25.
Setup size: 61.5mm x 60mm deep.
Double advertisement in colour (including
initial artwork): $50.
Setup size: 127.5mm x 60mm deep
Classified Advertisements
$6.50 for 20 words; $2.50 per subsequent
20 words.
Payment must be submitted on placement.
Public Notices
$6.50 for 20 words; $2.50 per subsequent
20 words.
Payment must be submitted on placement.

Ol’ Blind Joe
Canberra Capers Handicap
not our problem.
Neither is halal unless you want some
vulture meat on your morning toast.
I’ve always wondered though how they
got Vegemite certified as kosher and halal
because it’s the sludge left in the vat when
they brew beer (yeast extract) with various
vegetable and spice additives.
The biggest scoop of the day that smelt
worse than my surroundings was when
the head honchos of the two main racing
dynasties waltzed in arm in arm.
Billy Bob Shortening and King Turncoat
Turnbull were conniving about how to
hobble the independent contenders and make
it a two horse race.
They agreed to back each other’s horses
and undermine the cheeky outsiders trying
to get their horses across the line.
After they left, all the horses went real
quiet as Attorney-General George Brandis
crept in with Ex-King Tony Abbott, Cory
(boofhead) Bernardi and one-eyed racetrack
commentator Andrew Bolt.
Whispering quietly, they conspired how
they could nobble King Turnbull, pinch his
crown and restore Tony to the throne.

RACE DAY was approaching so your
intrepid investigative reporter slipped down
to the track and hid behind the stables to get
the inside story.
Luckily, I had come in disguise wearing my
Drizabone and riding boots as we are talking
about some serious ‘in depth’ reporting.
First Coalition Industry Minister
Christopher Pyne pranced in flank to flank
with Labor Senate leader Penny Wong.
He was whinnying on and on about how
Nick Xenophon (Mr X) might leave them at
the back of the field.
They were plotting how they could throw
some marbles under his hooves and slow the
bugger down.
I had to laugh next morning when I read
that “The state’s two most senior federal
politicians have accused the popular Senator
Nick Xenophon of playing on people’s fears
and putting frightening strangers in his
party.”
Fair enough, four of them are ex-politicians
and that would scare anybody but really, was
that the best they could come up with?
Mr X said “I’ve always believed in
bringing people together, I didn’t realise
my great success would be in bringing the
Liberal and Labor parties together”.
Then several National Party MPs stumbled
in singing the XXXX beer anthem and I
knew it was gonna be Queensland nutjob
time.
First up was Bob Katter on a ride-on mower
hooning through the stable waving his hat
and carrying on like a pork chop.
Behind him came ‘Deputy Dog’ Barnaby
Joyce and his mate George Christensen,
who was moaning that conservation groups
were “eco-traitors” for daring to lobby the
UNESCO World Heritage Committee to save
the Great Barrier Reef from destruction.
Then George ranted that all halal-certified
food such as Vegemite should be labelled in
order to protect people.
At that point Tasmanian Senator Jockey
Lambie and Upper House hopeful Pauline
Hanson stormed in and shrieked that the
money was going to Islamic State terrorists.
“To be frank,” George said, “I find
it outrageous that some of my grocery
spending could go to propagating a religion.”
Deputy Dog, to his credit, said something
remotely sensible for a change and informed
his colleague that it was all about business.
Indonesia is our nearest neighbour with
258 million people who are predominantly
Muslims – they prefer halal foods and
happen to buy a lot of our products.
It’s no big deal – just no blood, no alcohol,
no meat or any products from forbidden
animal such as pigs and any carnivorous
animals or birds of prey.
Kosher dietary guidelines for Jews run for
several pages but nobody cares because it’s

Under starter’s orders

I TRIED to get a good position near the
finish line but had to step over hundreds of
punters either asleep or sobbing quietly into
the grass while clutching their beer.
Sure, the contenders were still strutting
around singing their own praises but
racegoers seemed to have had enough and
didn’t want any party at all.
Even half the bookies had sat down on their
bags and nodded off.
I girded my loins and resolved to see this
race through to its bitter conclusion as the
gates flew open.
Well, it’s midnight now and two thirds
of the nags have come in with those pesky
independents leading the field.
The rest of them are still out there
somewhere counting betting slips or looking
for fresh odds.
An hour ago I saw King Turnbull scurrying
through the foyer with four shaved gorillas
guarding his back and heading upstairs.
He announced over the loudspeaker that
he had won the race pending forthcoming
negotiations which he had earlier promised
he would never countenance.
I had an epiphany and realised I had won
the quinella with my bet on the doubledisillusioned ticket.
Neither party seemed to be worth a pinch
of salt and I had bet that they’d both lose.
You beauty.
It’s a lot like nuts and bolts – if the rider’s
nuts, the horse bolts! – UK journalist,
novelist, TV screenwriter and film producer
Nicholas Evans (1950-).
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The Toodyay Herald Inc. membership fees due
The Toodyay Herald Inc.
Heather Appleby, Secretary

during office hours (see table below.
All membership applications for
membership are decided by the association
committee.
Membership costs $10, with fees due for
payment on or before July 1.
If fees are unpaid two months after the
due date, that person ceases to be a member
of the association.
The association’s constitution provides
full details of membership.
If you require a copy, please contact the
secretary.

MEMBERSHIP of The Toodyay Herald
Inc. not-for-profit association is open to
any person or corporation interested in
promoting the objects of the association.
Any member of the community wishing
to join association – which publishes The
Toodyay Herald newspaper – can obtain
a membership application form from
secretary@toodyaherald.com.au or from
The Herald office at 92B Stirling Terrace

Office hours are from 9am - noon on highlighted days July 2016
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Birds replace sheep
at world’s oldest
emu farm
Ieva Tomsons
A SHORT DETOUR up Clackline Road
from Toodyay leads to the world’s oldest,
continuously-running emu farm.
Proprietors Charm and Kip Venn have been
farming emus locally since the 1980s when
they moved from Wiluna to what was then
Kip’s family’s sheep-fattening property for
their pastoral flock.
The Venn family were running 14,000
merinos on 650,000 acres (263,045ha) and
lean seasons in the 1970s led ‘young’ Kip in
search of an off-farm income.
Not only did he land a job as a research
assistant with UK bird expert Peter Currie
at fledgling Wiluna Emu Farm but also met
newly-arrived teacher Charm Broad.
Kip’s experience of managing and
researching Wiluna emus was the start
of the couple’s ongoing learning curve
in understanding this little-studied multipurpose bird.“There is still an awful lot we
don’t know about emus,” said Kip, “but we
do know they love water and like to swim.”
In 1976-77 WA led the charge in establishing
emu farming and the Wiluna pilot program
led to commercial licences 10 years later.
The Venns’ Free Range Emu Farm was one
of only four Australian commercial licences
issued in 1987, and getting a foot into this
pioneering industry wasn’t easy or cheap.
Emu farming laws stipulated that only
farm-reared or captive animals could be
offered for sale, so bidding was brisk for the
first 500 Wiluna chicks auctioned.
“We had to buy at least 100 chicks to get
a licence,” said Charm, “and we paid top
dollar.”

As with many start-up agricultural
enterprises, emu farming enjoyed a boom
in the 1990s with an Agriculture Department
research facility in Medina and establishment
of a specialised abattoir in Casuarina.
In the late 1990s the department turned its
focus to goats, camels and alpacas, and emus
went out of vogue.
Though the specialised abattoir closed,
limited access was available but hard to get.
Now there is a possibility that emus will
again be processed locally enabling the
Venns to once more access the therapeutic
oil which is also used in cosmetics.
As one value-adding stream of emu
farming decreases, another has gone through
the roof.
The Venns can’t keep up with the demand
for feathers which sell for $50 a kilo.
Milliners use them for decorative
fascinators and finch breeders need them
for their breeding programs as finches will
only build nests with emu feathers.
The emu’s breeding season runs from May
to October and the appearance of the ‘emu
constellation’ in the dark spaces of Orion
signals the start of the autumn laying season.
From the start the Venns resisted the
Agriculture Department’s directive to pen
breeding pairs and their belief in natural
pairing has paid off.
Some females mate with three males during
the season and produce up to 30 eggs.
The female sits back on her ‘elbows’ (emu
legs bend the opposite way to humans) “but
the egg shoots out the front,” said Kip.
“It’s really quite weird.”
In natural incubation, the male uses the

$3m already spent as court
hears bid to stop landfill
Michael Sinclair-Jones
LANDFILL company Opal Vale Pty Ltd says
it has spent $3 million on building a Perth
rubbish tip in Toodyay despite attempts to
have it stopped in the WA Supreme Court.
In documents filed in the Supreme Court
last month, Opal Vale Managing Director
Sam Mangione said it was a condition
of works approval granted by the WA
Department of Environment Regulation
(DER) last August that development had to
“substantially” commence within one year.
Mr Mangione said Opal Vale didn’t know
the works approval would be challenged in
the Supreme Court.
The challenge to the two-million tonne
metropolitan ‘putrescible’ waste dump in
Chitty Road, Hoddys Well, was initially
opposed only by the State Government.
Five objectors claim the DER failed to
follow its own rules for inviting public
comment on the application for landfill
works approval by not releasing information
lodged by Opal Vale last year.
They want to overturn the DER works
approval which, if successful, would require
Opal Vale to reapply for planning permission.
The Shire of Toodyay changed its local
planning laws last year to make landfill a
“prohibited use” except at the Chitty Road
site, which it zoned “special use”.

“There would need to be a further change to
the shire’s Local Planning Scheme to remove
‘special use’,” Shire CEO Stan Scott said.
Mr Mangione said Supreme Court papers
served last February did not name Opal Vale
and there was no letter from the objectors or
their lawyers.
“In the circumstances, I did not fully
appreciate the contents of the documents and
did not respond,” Mr Mangione said.
“In any event, by the time I received the
documents, construction works for Stage 1
of the landfill were nearing completion.”
Mr Mangione said when more legal papers
were served in March, “those documents
were not forwarded to me at the time”.
Opal Vale hired lawyers in May and later
that month joined the State Government to
oppose the challenge in the Supreme Court.
The company says landfill contruction
started last November and includes excavation
works, construction of access roads and lined
leachate ponds, and construction of the
landfill cell and leachate extraction system.
The company also installed a weighbridge
and bought a water truck and office building.
The Supreme Court challenge will be heard
by Justice Beech in Perth on August 8.
The objectors are listed as Douglas
Blandford, William Manning, Robert Pearce,
Kimberley Roberts and Trevor Strickland.
The shire is not part of the challenge.

Shire ‘unreasonable’ says former CEO
From Page 1.
IN DOCUMENTS filed last year in the
WA Supreme Court, the shire claimed Mr
Merrick overpaid himself superannuation,
salary packaging and leave entitlements,
some of which were allegedly authorised
by Mr Wroth.
Shire President David Dow has repeatedly
declined to comment on the case except for
a brief statement in The Herald at the end of
this month’s Our Shire News on Page 17.
It says legal action against Mr Wroth had
been resolved “by payment of the sum of
$40,000 to the shire”.
However, it does not say who paid the
money, and Cr Dow said there would be no

further comment or action about Mr Wroth’s
involvement in the matter.
The shire, current and former councillors,
and current and former staff are covered by
various types of insurance against liability
for civil damages, claimants’ legal costs and
the costs of defending claims arising from
their local government duties.
The cover is part of an industry-wide
scheme provided to most WA local
government councils – including Toodyay
– by private insurer LGIS.
According to LGIS, all claims for local
local government insurance have to first go
through council CEOs.
Editorial, Page 4.
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Hoddys Well emu farmer Kip Venn gets up close and personal with a feathered friend.
underside of its beak and top of its neck to
roll eggs back to the nest and sit on them for
nearly two months, not eating or drinking and
standing only to rotate the eggs.
Most commercial emu farmers collect
and incubate eggs, and on the Venns’ farm
collection falls to Charm and farmhand
Douglas Hopkins who approach the daily
job as a competitive treasure hunt.
Blowing rotten eggs for carving shortlisted the Venns for a TV series about the
world’s dirtiest jobs.
Even with a specially adapted air blower
eggs can explode and “Kip just doesn’t have
the stomach for it,” quipped Charm who
recently resurrected her blowing skills to
make fresh scrambled emu egg for 25 Year
6 students at Toodyay Primary School.
A visiting film crew once asked Kip to

crack the seven-layered egg on the side of a
pan. With the pan flying off into the distance
it needed a few takes and awkward cradling
of the pan to finally get the shot.
Once broken the emu egg looks like a
flattened orange and is the equivalent to half
a dozen hen’s eggs.
It has a similar, albeit creamier, taste and
according to Kip makes the best creme
brulee.
After almost 40 years the Venns’
contribution to free-range emu farming
research continues with an offer to restock
the decommissioned Wiluna farm with their
emus. If the community of Wiluna takes up
their offer, it will complete a cycle for these
pioneers whose fascination with the emu
remains undiminished.
To visit the emu farm, see Page 30.
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Dragged through the mud
IT WAS always going to be ugly.
News that the Shire of Toodyay has
settled its bitter legal dispute with former
shire president and 2009 fire hero Charlie
Wroth may come as a relief to some.
But it does little to heal the damage to
one of the shire’s most prominent pioneer
families or to Charlie, a popular and highly
respected leader in Toodyay’s closely knit
volunteer fire and ambulance community.
His seemingly tireless volunteer work
belies the shire’s description of him in
the WA Supreme Court as someone who
allegedly breached his fiduciary and
statutory duties when he led the Toodyay
council for four years until October 2009.
Charlie won’t have to pay the $40,000
settlement because he is covered by council
insurance, which includes indemnity for
substantial legal costs.
So too is former shire CEO Graham
Merrick, who worked with Charlie before
being ousted in 2010 by a newly elected
council and was later sued for $151,000
for allegedly overpaying himself.
The shire claimed Charlie was culpable
for $63,000 because he signed off on some
of the alleged overpayments.
Significantly, there was no claim that
Charlie got any personal financial benefit
from it.
The settlement binds Charlie to silence
about what really happened when he and
Mr Merrick were both at the shire, and the
shire has steadfastly refused to comment.
If something was amiss in shire accounts
when Mr Merrick was CEO, surely other
senior administration staff would have
noticed and had a duty to report it.
It’s obvious from observing monthly
Toodyay Shire Council meetings that most
elected members lack the financial skills
to digest complex accounts, and that shire
presidents often have to trust employed
staff to explain fiscal matters that they may
not themselves understand.
Charlie – a Julimar farmer and local
earthworks contractor – most likely
faced the same situation, which begs the
question: why did the shire go after him
for the money?
The answer may be they wanted to be
seen to be holding a senior elected public
figure to account and knew Charlie could
afford to pay if Mr Merrick had no money.
Ironically, neither has to pay and the only
result so far is that a leading local citizen’s
name has been dragged through the mud.
And it’s not over yet.
Michael Sinclair-Jones
Editor
The Toodyay Herald invites you to have
your say in our letters page. Please
email your correspondence to news@
toodyayherald.com.au with your full name,
address and phone number. Letters that are
short, sharp and to the point about topical
local issues are preferred. The Herald
reserves the right to edit letters for length.

Family law
DeFacto Relationships
* Separation
* Child Support/Maintenance
* Divorce
* Property Settlement
* Contact/Residence - Children
* Restraining Orders
* Prenuptial Agreements - Binding
Financial Agreements
* Legal Aid Accepted
Discounted rate for initial 1 hour
consultation.
Now seeing clients at:

Sarah Somers

Barrister & Solicitor
85 Fitzgerald Street, Northam
(offices of Mayberry Hammond)

Telephone: 9622 9687

The way we were – The original of this 1920s photograph kindly provided by Toodyay’s Andrijich family is torn in half. A cropped version of the right side was published on page 99 in the late Wally Chitty’s book The Good Old Days. Herald volunteer Guido Verschoor
repaired the photograph to its original state for this month’s Herald. It shows workers at Jonathan Somer’s timber mill – some wearing
leather aprons to avoid splinters – with boss Jack Thomas (third from right). Photograph organised by Newcastle Gaol Museum.

letters
Polling place intimidates
AS A NEW Australian citizen, I cast my first
vote here in Toodyay on Saturday July 2.
On arrival at the Memorial Hall I was met
with a sea of posters, placards, balloons
and volunteers and supporters vigorously
proffering their pamphlets, etc. up the
narrowed, confined walkway to the side
entrance.
I felt as though I was running the gauntlet
in some strange medieval re-enactment.
Although everyone was smiling, I found it
quite overwhelming and intimidating – felt
threatened.
Many other countries prohibit this sort of
behaviour.
In New Zealand, it’s illegal to post political
advertising within 100 metres of a polling
place, and the Northern Territory has recently
followed suit.
This is a much kinder, more respectful way
of treating voters.
Marion Pathey-Johns
Toodyay

Toodyay ghost town risk
IN RESPOSE to ‘Golden Oldies Pave the
Way’ in last month’s Herald – and with all
due respect to working ‘oldies’ – we think
Ida that you missed the point of our previous
letter published in May.
We are in our upper 60s as well and have
nothing against oldies.
But we ask that more is done to keep young
people in Toodyay or bring young people
back to the area.
We need young ideas and opportunities for
work.
We old ones will die one day and what will
Toodyay be then – another ghost town like
so many others in WA?
Monika Zechetmayr and Peter Edwards
Toodyay

Why chuck it on the road?
WE MAY rightly ask ourselves ‘WHY’.
While travelling to Perth in May I noticed
an extraordinary number of red garbage bags
on either side of the road at Red Hill.
It was immediately evident that a
tremendous human effort had been made
to collect an almost unbelievable amount
of waste that had either been deliberately
discarded by road users or dropped from
inadequately secured loads.
When approaching Jane Brook I noticed a
roadside display made up of a large number
of red waste collection bags in a structure
that formed the word ‘WHY’.
I applaud the City of Swan and many
volunteers who helped collect the discarded
waste.
We may be able find alternative words to
recognise this wonderful effort by those who
collected the waste.
We could say: “Let’s recognise and applaud
our fellow citizens who made their personal
time available to repair the environmental

harm caused by those among us who
made conscious and wilful decisions to
deliberately discard waste from the vehicles
they were travelling in.”
When I see discarded roadside waste, the
thoughts that exercise my mind disturb me
considerably.
I can’t help but think what other forms of
harm an individual is capable of if they are
comfortable with wilfully discarding waste
from the vehicle they are travelling in.
I am sure there are many among us who
would agree with me on that particular line
of thought, and I doubt I will ever know the
answer to the question ‘Why’.
On the issue of unsecured loads, I believe
it should be compulsory for items being
transported in utility vehicles and trailers to
be secured by a cargo net.
These cargo nets are readily available in a
variety of sizes and are reasonably priced.
It is compulsory for trucks to have covered
loads and I am at a loss to understand
why we don’t impose the same or similar
requirements on light vehicles.
I applaud those among us who are
conscious of the sensitive nature of our
natural environment and who refrain from
causing deliberate harm to it.
How simple would it be for each of us to
keep a receptacle in our vehicles in which
to place our waste until such time as we are
able to dispose of it in a responsible and
law-abiding manner?
I believe it is fitting to recognise all those
many special and dedicated individuals who
are willing to engage in voluntary recovery
efforts for the sake of our very precious and
delicate natural environment and the many
fauna species that rely on it to exist.
Greg Griffin
Toodyay

Floored by top service
ENGAGING A tradesperson usually carries
with it the trepidation of not choosing the
right person. This time I was on a winner
and I knew it right from the start.
My job was the re-sanding and polishing
of a large front verandah so I looked in the
Trades and Services section of The Herald
and found Toodyay Timber Flooring.
Jemma and Levon run the business and
from my first phone call with Jemma, it was
plain sailing.
They said they would come for a quote at
11.30am on a Monday and there they were
at the gate, dead on time.
The quote was emailed the following day
and the job was completed with the same
efficiency – always on time.
Their advertisement says “quality
workmanship” and I can certainly vouch
for it.
We often complain about botched jobs, but
in this instance I have only praise for a top
class local tradesperson.
Jan Manning
Hoddys Well

John Butler bouquet
I AM MOVING to South Australia after 12
years in Toodyay and would like to thank
John Butler for his friendship during that
time.
John helped me to buy my house and has
remained a trusted advisor and friend.
He has always impressed me with his
honesty, reliability and truthfulness in his
business dealings.
My family has also expressed their
appreciation to John for the help he has given
me.
Elaine Palmer
Former Toodyay resident

Less revealing than Playboy
LAST MONTH’S Herald front page article
about rates reduction austerity prompts the
question – how far will it go?
Flick to the Herald centrefold – marginally
less revealing than Playboy and no staples –
to aged-friendly strategy/thank a volunteer.
Don’t get me started on that lot.
A hundred grand for a health inspector? I
thought we had one.
Is there a major health problem? After 30
years in the food/health game I may qualify
– a hundred thousand dollars looks better to
me than the age pension.
Then I think: what about the highest-paid
executives?
At least one is rumoured to be on 10 times
our pension.
Flick to page 12 and last month’s Bat in
the Belfry second last paragraph.
Councillors, without dissent, to appoint
a private company to “conduct a formal
appraisal of the ceo’s performance”.
Isn’t that the council’s job?
I’d do it for nothing.
I don’t know how much of our rates will
go towards it but I begrudge every cent.
Final thought: the anagram of begrudge is
buggered – I guess that says it all.
Screwed again.
John Henderson
Toodyay

Mystery Samaritan thanked
A BIG HUG and huge thank you to the Good
Samaritan who changed a tyre for us on our
way back from Northam on Monday June 6
Was your name Jim?
Another big hug and huge thank you to the
ambos who took us to Northam Hospital on
Monday June 13.
Sorry girls, I didn’t get all your names
(Wendy and friends).
The same goes for our good friends who
waited patiently for us and brought us home
again.
Thank you all.
Tina Short
Toodyay
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NATIONAL DIABETES WEEK 10-16 JULY
Diabetes is the fastest growing chronic condition in Australia. Two million Australians are at high risk of developing
type 2 diabetes.National Diabetes Week aims to raise awareness of the seriousness and the prevalence of type 2 diabetes
and encourage all Australians to check their risk of developing diabetes.
Diabetes is a complex condition, which can affect the entire body. Understanding diabetes is important even if you don’t
have it. You most likely know someone who has diabetes, maybe a family member or a friend.
If you would like to know more about what you can do to reduce your risk of developing diabetes, come in and speak
to one of our Pharmacists, who can provide you with tools, services and information to help you and your family.
You’ll be amazed at how small steps can lead to big changes in your health!

During National Diabetes Week, bring your blood glucose machine
for a clean & test at Northam Discount Drug Store. PLUS book now to
receive a FREE diabetes meds check. BUT HURRY PLACES ARE LIMITED!
Conditions apply. See in store for details.

HOT PRICE

OF
RRPF

ONLY

Scholl
Velvet Smooth
Express
Foot File

34

$

LET US HELP YOU TO
IMPROVE YOUR HEALTH
AND WELLNESS.

SAVE50%

FROM

19

99

$

EA

Olay
Regenerist
Range

SAVE $20.00 ^

UP
SAVE TO $20.00 ^

17

Cetaphilϕ
Gentle Skin
Cleanser 1L

All type 2 Diabetes customers that visit Northam Discount
Drug Store during Diabetes Week will receive a sample of
the Tony Ferguson VLCD shake FREE .*

99

$

EA

Codral#
PE Cold & Flu
Day & Night
48 Tablets

PHARMACY
+
STRENGTH MEDICINE
NOT IN SUPERMARKETS

ONLY

99

EA

SAVE $7.71 ^

*Diabetes week runs from 10-16th July 2016. This offer is only avialable while stocks last.

PHARMACY
+
STRENGTH MEDICINE
NOT IN SUPERMARKETS

PHARMACY
+
STRENGTH MEDICINE
NOT IN SUPERMARKETS

ONLY

1699

$

EA

Panadol#
Osteo
96 Caplets

PHARMACY
+
STRENGTH MEDICINE
NOT IN SUPERMARKETS

ONLY

6

$

Bioglan##♦
Glucosamine
Chondroitin +
Turmeric
120 Tablets

99
EA

8

SAVE50%

24

$

EA

EA

Blackmores##
Nails, Hair &
Skin 60 Tablets

OF
RRPF

Vicks
VapoDrops
24 Pack

10

SAVE $25.00 ^

99
EA

OR 2 FOR $7

74
EA

SAVE $10.75 ^

ONLY

799

ONLY

Demazin#
Cold Relief
Colour Free
Syrup 200ml

SAVE50%

ONLY

$

3

$

99

$

Sudafed#
Decongestant
Nasal Spray
20ml

ONLY

99

ONLY

ONLY

10

$

99
EA

$

Euky Bear
Sniffly Nose Room
Spray 125g or
Bearub 50g

Swisse##
Ultivite Men’s
& Women’s
Multivitamin
60 Tablets

OF
RRPF

Cenovis##
Sugarless C
500mg
Value Pack
300 Tablets

ONLY

18

$

EA

SAVE $1.96 ^

ONLY

999

47

$

EA

EA

SAVE $6.96 ^

SAVE $18.48 ^

ONLY AVAILABLE AT NORTHAM DISCOUNT DRUG STORE. SPECIALS ON SALE FROM TUESDAY 5TH JULY 2016 – WEDNESDAY 27TH JULY 2016. ALL ITEMS IN THIS PUBLICATION HAVE BEEN INCLUDED IN GOOD FAITH ON THE BASIS THAT THE GOODS DESCRIBED WILL BE
AVAILABLE AT THE TIME OF SALE AND ONLY WHILE STOCKS LAST. FAILURE BY THE SUPPLIER TO DELIVER IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE SAMPLE, DESCRIPTION OR ALL UNINTENTIONAL CAUSES MAY RESULT IN SOME PRODUCTS BEING UNAVAILABLE. WE RESERVE THE RIGHT
TO AMEND PRICING DUE TO MANUFACTURER PRICE RISES OR PRINTED ERRORS. ONLINE PRICES MAY VARY TO THOSE DISPLAYED. ^SAVINGS CALCULATED BASED ON SUPPLIER SUGGESTED RETAIL AND NOT NECESSARILY PREVIOUS IN STORE PRICE. #ALWAYS READ THE
LABEL. USE ONLY AS DIRECTED. INCORRECT USE COULD BE HARMFUL. CONSULT YOUR HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONAL IF SYMPTOMS PERSIST. ##VITAMIN SUPPLEMENTS SHOULD NOT REPLACE A BALANCED DIET. +INCORRECT USE OF THIS MEDICATION CAN CAUSE HARM.
YOUR PHARMACIST WILL ADVISE YOU WHETHER IT IS SUITABLE FOR YOU TO USE. ϕALWAYS READ THE LABEL. USE ONLY AS DIRECTED.
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Police now at full strength for anti-drug crackdown
“You’d be surprised at the number of
suspended drivers who think they can get
away with that,” Sgt Conder said.

Huge haul recovered

LOCAL police were involved in an extended
car chase last month that ended in Bakers Hill
and led to the seizure of a large quantity of
stolen goods.
Midland detectives were alerted to a man
in a Toyota Landcruiser acting suspiciously
in the Gidgegannup area which resulted in
a high-speed police pursuit of two vehicles
on Toodyay Road to Chitty Road in Hoddys
Well.
One driver was arrested when his vehicle
became bogged and the other ran off after
abandoning his vehicle further along Chitty
Road.
The second driver was arrested later at a
house in Goomalling Road, Northam, where
more than 450 items of stolen property worth
more than $500,000 were recovered.
This included three quad bikes, a mini
bobcat, a motorcycle, furniture, war medals,
fridges, a washing machine, TV, clothing and
a large quantity of tools.
Further police inquiries revealed that the
goods were stolen in a large number of
burglaries in Perth and the Wheatbelt.
Local residents who believe their stolen
property may be among the recovered items
should call Midland police on 9250 0333.

Drug trees stripped

Const.Jim Moore with bags of drugs and smoking equipment seized last month during a
police raid on a Toodyay house.

TOODYAY police are now at full operational
strength to target local crime, thanks to the
appointment of two new uniformed officers
from Perth last month.
First Class Constable Geoff Butler and
Constable Josh Leone, both previously at
Scarborough police station, will join a statewide police crackdown on people driving
while under the influence of drugs and/or
alcohol.
It’s part of a new WA Government
campaign to target illegal drugs on targeted
roads, coupled with more police searches of
local drug users’ and dealers’ homes.
The campaign aims to reduce the number
of WA road deaths caused by drivers affected
by drugs and/or alcohol, as well as a national

methamphetamine (ice) epidemic which is
fuelling further crime.
One recent search of a Toodyay house
resulted in three men and a woman
being charged with a total of eight drug
offences after police seized quantities of
methamphetamine, cannabis and drug use
equipment.
“The police raid occurred at 5pm on a
Friday and we now have the staff to do more
in coming months,” Sgt Conder said.
“A lot of illegal drugs come into Toodyay
from Northam and Midland, which means
police traffic officers will also stop more
motorists for drug tests on local roads.
“We’ve struggled in the past with staff
numbers for a variety of reasons but we’re
now fully geared up.
“Toodyay Road is one of several traffic
black spots and we will be stopping vehicles
of all sizes, including trucks, more often.”
Sgt Conder said police would also target
motorists who drive without a valid licence,
particularly those who continue to drive after
their licence is suspended for failure to pay
outstanding traffic fines.

TOODYAY police are asking farmers and
other local residents to report signs of acacia
(jam) trees being stripped of their bark for
illegal drug use.
This follows damage last month to several
trees (pictured) in a picnic area on Toodyay
Road near Strahan Road.
Dozens of trees were stripped both sides
of a nearby stream.
Sgt Conder said bark was being
stripped and then heated to produce
an illegal hallucinogenic drug called
dimethyltryptamine (DMT), which is
smoked or injected by users.
“We’re well aware of a large number of
acacia trees being stripped in the Toodyay
area,” Sgt Conder said.
“Manufacturing the drug requires a large
quantity of bark.
“Anyone caught in possession of a large
amount of stripped bark, such as in the back
of a vehicle, will be charged with illegal drug
possession unless they have a licence to use
the bark for legitimate purposes.

Constable Geoff Butler and Constable Josh
Leone.
“The shire is also aware of the problem and
we are working together to target the drug
offenders.
“Anyone who sees what might be suspicious
activity should report it immediately to local
police.”

Motorcyclist killed

LOCAL police are appealing to motorcyclists
not to treat Julimar Road as a race track after
two serious crashes – one fatal – on the first
weekend of this month.
About 3.50pm on Sunday June 3, a woman
was riding a motorcyle west on Julimar Road
in West Toodyay when she collided with
the rear of a four-wheel drive vehicle being
driven in the same direction.
The impact caused the motorcycle to catch
fire and the front vehicle rolled onto its side
on the opposite side of the road.
The motorcyclist – believed to be a
46-year-old woman from Girrawheen – was
badly burnt and died at the scene.
The vehicle driver received minor injuries
and was treated by local volunteer ambulance
officers.
Toodyay Fire and Rescue volunteers
extinguished the blaze.
Another motorcylist crashed the previous
day farther west on Julimar Road at the
intersection of Parkland Drive.
Sgt Conder said most motorcycle accidents
were caused by speeding or trying to
overtake vehicles turning right.
“Motorcyclists need to ride to the
conditions, particularly on bends sign-posted
with a lower speed limit,” Sgt Conder said.
“Some treat Julimar Road as a racetrack,
especially on bends at the bottom of Julimar
Road near Chittering Road.
“I’ve seen motorcyclists speeding in both
directions there.”
See also Page 13.

Acacia trees stripped for drugs.

Key under mat is just asking for trouble
Toodyay Community Safety and
Crime Prevention Association
Desraé Clarke
RESPONSIBILITY to protect personal
property lies with you, the individual.
Consider the following simple but effective
ideas.
Leaving house or car keys in an obvious
place such as under a door or vehicle mat is
just asking for trouble.
Money will be well spent installing
well-constructed security screen doors and
windows, and fitting a ‘peep hole’ in the front
door.
Double check at night that all doors are
locked before retiring.
It also makes sense to lock doors when
busy – and possibly distracted – during the
day at home.
Close curtains and lock doors before dark.
If your television screen can be seen from
outside your home, move it elsewhere as
watching TV with the volume up is an ideal
time for an intruder to enter another part of
your house unnoticed.
Planting prickly trees, shrubs and plants

beneath windows helps to deter intruders.
Never leave notes that you are away;
always arrange for someone to remove mail
and other items from your letterbox and to
move your rubbish bin from the road after
the weekly collection.
Engraving identification such as your
driver’s licence number on items like quad
bikes, push bikes, children’s toys, trailers,
pumps, generators and household things such
as fridges, freezers, frypans, bread makers,
etc helps police to track stolen goods.
Toodyay police can lend you an engraver
to mark all sizes of goods, light or heavy.
If a stranger asks to use your home phone,
never allow them inside but offer to make
the call yourself.
Local police are always ready to offer
advice about home security.
These suggestions have been made many
times but public apathy persists.
The association’s annual general meeting
will be held at 10am on Tuesday July
26 at the Toodyay and Districts Bendigo
Community Bank in Stirling Terrace.
- Call 000 for emergencies only.
- Toodyay Police 9574 9555.
- CRIMESTOPPERS 1800 333 000.
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Ambos clock
up the kms in
district runs
St John Ambulance
Carolynne Haigh
MAY WAS a busy month for the Toodyay
and Districts Ambulance Service with a
total of 78 call outs.
Eight of these were attended by the
Bolgart crew who travelled 1500km in
getting these jobs completed.
Morangup volunteers drove for more
than 3500km attending 27 call outs and 43
jobs were undertaken by Toodyay crews,
which took them over 4000kms.
Our crews were not only busy attending
call outs but also St John Ambulance
volunteer officers Kerry, Jenny, Charlie
and Patrick attended the Toodyay District
High School delivering first-aid skills to
all the primary school classes.
We ran a colouring-in competition with
some wonderful efforts by the children
and the winners were presented with their
awards at a recent assembly.
A special thank you goes to Mrs Lees’
class for their letters of appreciation. It
really was great to see how much the
children already knew about first aid.
We will be participating in the School
Holiday Program again this month and
look forward to seeing as many of you as
possible at the session on July 12.
May we also take the opportunity to
remind you all that we do first-aid-kit
servicing.
Often the first-aid kit comes out as a
result of injury and it is then that you
discover things have been used and not
replaced or are out of date. It is a good
idea to check your kits every few months
to ensure that you have all you need and
to restock.
For assistance with this please contact
Carolynne at the sub centre 9574 2390.

RSL set to salute its Vietnam veterans
RSL Toodyay Sub Branch
Bruce Guthrie
IN REPORTING for June we announce two
very important dates to note in your diary/
calendar.
August 18 at 1100 we will remember
Vietnam Veterans Day for 2016.
We will meet at Anzac park for a full
service and later adjourn to The Victoria
Hotel.
September 3 at 1400 we will hold our AGM
at the Memorial Hall in Stirling Terrace.
The RSL WA 100th Annual State Congress
was recently held at Crown Perth.
Two delegates represented the Toodyay
Sub Branch and recognised Congress
speakers including State President Graham
Edwards AM, National President Rod
White AM, WA Premier Colin Barnett
MLA, Federal Minister for Veterans Affairs
the Honourable Dan Tehan, Repatriation
Commissioner Major General Mark Kelly
AO DSC and Vice-President David Singer
RSL North Beach Sub Branch.
All speakers delivered very well prepared
speeches on a range of subjects and challenges
for the veteran community. Many awards
were presented to long-serving members.
This Congress was the final for Graham
Edwards as president. As a long and dedicated
president he has overseen significant changes
for RSL during his tenure.
These changes included a restructure of the
board, greater inclusion of women, Sunset
Services at State War Memorial in week
before Anzac Day, return of land at 28 St
Georges Terrace (home of RSL WA) from
the state and also a considerable increase in
membership.
Memory and Commemoration was the
theme of a project by the WA Fibre and
Textile Association to commemorate the
100th anniversary of Anzac.
During the recent Fibre Festival a portion
of this project was presented by Delys Brady
to RSL Toodyay Sub Branch President Peter

Delys Brady and RSL Toodyay Sub Branch President Peter Brennan.
Brennan (pictured).
The fibre and textile association prepared
nearly 100 individual fibre and textile pieces
which formed part of a travelling exhibition.
We received a piece remembering the
‘Socks for Soldiers’ nationwide WW1
project when woollen socks for our troops

fighting in freezing conditions in France and
Belgium were knitted.
The hanging we received will be positioned
with other RSL memorabilia in the lesser hall
at Memorial Hall.
We wish all readers good health and
warmth.

INVITATION TO ATTEND THE

St John Ambulance

COMMUNITY DANCE
St John Ambulance Toodyay & Districts would like to thank the
community by hosting a dance.

Toodyay Memorial Hall
7pm til late - Tickets $20 each (Includes light supper)
Beer, Wine,
Spirits and
Soft drinks
available for
purchase.
No BYO

y
Music b on
ggins
i
H
y
l
l
i
B
e
with th ers
Rid
n
o
o
M
Pale

Door Prize
Raffle Priz
es
Auction

Tickets available from: Makit Hardware, St John Ambulance Sub Centre, Toodyay Post Office and Door sales (If not sold out)
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Off with a bang on bonfire night

Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Julimar
Alison Wroth
OUR SATURDAY bonfire night turned
into the social event of the season with
everyone of importance or unimportance in
attendance.
The sub-committee that organised the
event firstly deserves a pat on the back for
ordering the best weather for the night and
secondly for getting together what was to
be a nice evening of eating, drinking, team
bonding and general merriment.
Heartfelt thanks to our stately couple Tim
and Jan Walker, for pushing all the right
buttons and producing a night to remember.
Thanks also go to our BBQ chefs Geoff,
Charlie and Lou who between them cooked
the meat to perfection.
The bonfire itself was magnificent and
topped off with a ‘stately buxom lady’ that
was apparently pointing the way to the Fire
Shed for all newcomers.
She went up with a bang, sparklers and all
provided by Jenny Cornwell. It was a bit of

added excitement, just like burning a witch
on the stake.
Last but not least well done to Rocket for
staying off the beer and drinking water all
night.
I wouldn’t have believed it if I didn’t see
it but wow, doesn’t Rocket look wonderful
and so much better for it.
Our AGM a week later was well attended.
Elected office bearers for 2016/17 were
captain Peter Sapwell with lieutenants Wade
Robson, Vicki Wesley, Christine Smith and
Brian Rayner.
The training officer position was taken on
by Grant Scobie who promises punishing
Friday evening workouts and training drills
- so be prepared.
Our legendary secretary Nalini Robinson
has stepped down to take on the position of
treasurer, so alas we are short one secretary.
Is there anyone out there in the Brigade
who can read and write? Please contact the
captain if you are interested in the job.
Our catering coordinator is Tegan Martin,
who is also a firefighter – well done Tegan.
Mary Donegan-Guthrie is our fundraising

coordinator – if there is money to raise, Mary
is the one to do it.
With winter upon us, now is the time to
begin or continue to spray or pull weeds that
surround your home or roadway.
Unless attended to, these weeds will
become fuel for summer fires and a concern
for not only you the householder but fire
fighters as well.
Please think ahead and do the right thing
by keeping those yards clean, leaves raked
and gutters clean – it’s a wonderful habit to
get into as we prepare for a high-fuel content
this coming summer.
If you have any queries or are keen to join
our membership at Julimar, please come
down to the Fire Shed on Friday nights from
5.30pm for a cuppa, some yummy supper or
possibly a drink or two.
All your questions can be answered on the
night or just contact captain Peter Sapwell
direct on 9574 4534 if you are unable to
come to the shed. See you at The Fireplace.

Firing up for
cold nights
Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Bejoording
From the desk of The Badger
JUNE CONTINUED our run of low-level
activity – no call outs, no special events and
no training sessions.
Only our monthly meeting kept us in touch
to remind us why we’re here.
It’s an important date on Bejoording’s
monthly calendar but hard to draw a big
crowd on cold damp nights.
Maybe we should light the fire pit like the
community group and throw on some food.
Our leadership team works hard to rope
in people with monthly email reminders
– maybe this little whinge will prick a
conscience or two.
The next brigade gathering is the AGM
which always draws a decent crowd.
It’s a night with the fire pit roaring and
refreshments and tucker laid on – now what
was I suggesting earlier?
On the positive side, our simulated fire
exercise for new and young members in full
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) with
everything done as if it was a real fire will
be on for Sunday July 31.
It’ll be the full monty with lights and
sirens, hoses with water, a real-life chain of
command etc. – everything except a fire.
The Bejoording Volunteer Bush Fire
Brigade asks you to be vigilant and careful
when lighting any fire.
Remember to always plan and prepare for
fire and have a clear contingency strategy in
place should things get out of control.
Fires can be a catastrophic risk to people,
animals and property, so take care. Advice is
free, but getting it wrong can be expensive.
If you have any questions, please contact
captain Barry Grey on 9574 2149 or The
Badger on 9574 4834. If we’re not there,
please leave a message.
Our next regular meeting at the shed is at
6pm Tuesday June 21.
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Volunteering is in this family’s DNA
St John Ambulance
Heather Appleby
THE HARRINGTON family has three
generations of volunteer ambulance officers,
starting with Paul, then Simon and now Zoe.
When Paul Harrington lived in Bolgart he
and other volunteers raised funds to buy their
own ambulance in days when they worked
with a basic first-aid kit and little else.
Paul and another vollie, Adrian Guthrie,
did 90 per cent of calls until the 1990s.
He recalls with great sadness when he had
to take his mate Adrian to hospital for the
last time.
In a small community, most ambulance
calls were for someone they knew, and Paul
remembers being called to a job where the
lady had already died.
He was able to take some comfort in being
able to ensure that she was treated with
dignity and he felt privileged to have been
able to care for her.
Paul has been an assistant instructor and
has conducted first-aid courses in various
places and especially at schools.
Today, he is based in Toodyay and is still
on call for ambulance duties.
Paul’s son, Simon joined the St John
Ambulance about three years ago, having
previously been a volunteer with the Fire
and Rescue Service.
The ethos of wanting to help the community
and make a difference is common in the

Simon (left), Zoe and Paul Harrington.

Harrington family.
In the early days in Bolgart, Simon
remembers his Dad being called out and
waiting for him to come home afterwards,
always hoping that nothing too serious had
happened to someone that they knew.
Both Paul and Simon don’t stop after they
have taken the patient to hospital.
On many occasions they have both helped
the families involved, especially if there had
been a death, and Simon remembers cooking,
gathering firewood and generally being there
for one such family in the days and weeks
after attending the accident scene.
The youngest of the Harrington family is
Zoe, Simon’s daughter.
She has been an ambulance officer since
2015, recently passed her Level 1, hopes
to study nursing this year and believes that
volunteering with St John is giving her
valuable experience for her future plans.
Her main reason for joining however, was
to ‘make a difference’.
Zoe’s grandad Paul was very supportive
when she decided to volunteer, however Dad
Simon had some reservations, believing that
Zoe would be dealing with confronting and
unpleasant scenes.
However, Zoe was determined, and found
that attending call-outs has enabled her to
see patients before they arrive at the hospital,
which is giving her a different perspective.
One of Zoe’s first jobs when still an
observer was a call out where a young girl
had self-harmed.
Zoe had close friends who have taken their
own lives and was able to talk to the girl and
understand how she was feeling.
When they arrived at the hospital and
handed over the patient, Zoe was gratified to
find that the nurse in charge was ‘brilliant’,
really wanted to help and Zoe was relieved
to know that the patient was in good hands.
Zoe wants to encourage more young people
to volunteer for the St John Ambulance.
` Confidence is gained through the training,
other officers offer great support and the
feeling that you are helping the community
is very fulfilling.

‘E-Academy’ puts firies to test
Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Morangup
Sue Maddrell
IT’S BEEN a few months since my last
article. We had our AGM in April and
members seemed happy with the status quo.
Jeff Venn remains captain, Kim Maddrell
is secretary, Jennifer Hawes is treasurer,
Steve Gamble is first lieutenant, Gary Reid is
second lieutenant (with some extra courses to
complete), Peter Harms is equipment officer
and Sharon Gamble remains welfare officer.
Wayne Johnson and Stan Leeder stepped
down from their positions and did not seek
renomination.
We thanked Wayne and Stan for their
years of service in those positions and they
continue to support the brigade as senior
firefighters.
Work has been happening around the fire
station. A great effort was put in to bury the
down pipes in preparation for two large tanks
being delivered.
Once set up and filled, our brigade and
others when necessary will be able to fill up.
This will add to the water points in the
Morangup area. Thank you to Rob Koch and
the shire for arranging the grant application.

Thank you also to all the vollies that helped
make it happen.
In recent days the landscape has changed
greatly with fill and cartage being donated
from Midland Brick and Austral in
preparation for the ambulance depot.
It has been a long time coming but without
Midland Brick and Austral the depot would
not be able to progress.
Charlie Wroth and Valdis Taukulis moved
dirt around the area as it came in and Felix
De Filippis tamped down the batters securing
the sides of the pad which in the north-west
corner is four metres deep. Thank you to
Charlie, Valdis and Felix.
We’re all trying hard to work with the new
DFES ‘e Academy’. It’s a new system for
enrolling in courses and also reviewing past
learning.
Rob Koch will be holding enlightening
lessons on ‘e Academy’ in the near future.
We will soon be having refresher training
to equip us for the coming season.
Last fire season was relatively quiet
compared with other years. It’s a nice change
and reflects the community’s fire awareness.
Environmental factors also play a part and
thankfully the person or persons deliberately
lighting fires didn’t impact on us greatly.
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Song session ends on
musical high
Toodyay Music Club
Jenny Edgecombe

Roz Davidson and the ‘happy hookers’.

Happy hookers ply their woolly wares
Arts Toodyay
Clive Eger
THE ARTS Toodyay clubrooms on Duke
Street will be known as ‘The Duke Street
Art Centre’ when the indefatigable Roz
Davidson and her ‘happy hookers’ are in
residence.
Several days each week Roz gathers a
merry group together for a few hours of
companionship, instruction and creativity
with yarn and crochet hooks.
But there is more than the yarn that goes
into their blankets and beanies – the time is
filled with stories about life and family and

Sharon (Shabbi) Phelps.

there is always lots of laughter.
When I visited to take a few photographs
last week I discovered that there were jokes
that would make a mere male blush.
Roz is keen for everyone to come and join
her group so just get in touch with her or drop
in on Thursday afternoon to join the fun.
The rest of the Arts Toodyay mob are
already planning for their two big events
coming up in a few months.
The annual VINO art exhibition at Coorinja
Winery in September will be the eighth time
that the event has been held.
VINO will be closely followed in October
by our second Art Trail when about 16
local artists will open their doors and invite
everyone to come and see them at work.
More news of these events soon.
Meanwhile, Toodyay has a new and
exciting art gallery a short drive out of town
along Julimar Road.
Arts Toodyay member and renowned local
artist, Sharon (Shabbi) Phelps, has opened
Chittering Estate Studio at 1399 Keating
Road, Lower Chittering, off the Chittering
Valley Road.
Shabbi is known for her sculptural pottery
creations as well as her paintings and her love
of chooks.
Her new gallery is open every Sunday
with a great collection of her work as well
as paintings by Margaret Sommerville and
photographs by Rebekah Wilson.
With Shabbi’s smile and a crackling fire in
the corner of the gallery, visitors are ensured
a warm welcome.

LAST MONTH we all just stood around
chatting after the club meeting was over,
reluctant to let go of the ‘high’ from singing
together and sharing in each other’s small
and large achievements.
We’re ordinary people, who have the same
busy lives, problems and bright spots that
anyone else might have, but once a month,
we like to forget about life for a while.
The styles and eras were as varied as ever
in June, from Brian‘s melodious 1940s
Old Lamplighter to the joyous four-part
harmonies and raucous comments in Myra
(many boats in the harbour) sung by K4. In
case you’re wondering, that’s my name for
the faithful quartet who travel from Perth
every month to be with us.
Maurice’s Concrete and Clay was a blast
from the past for those who fondly remember
the 60s, while Eileen gave us the haunting
country music song Would You Lay with Me
in a Field Of Stone, with Maurice supporting
in chorus and ukulele backing.
Moya and Peter’s Dream duet was also a
delight.

Colette has been introducing us to some
different songs lately. This time it was In the
Arms of the Angels, always a favourite.
I was rather chuffed to be given a pass mark
for my painful phonetic interpretation of the
Irish words for Phelim’s Little Boat.
It’s a wonderful plaintive tune, but this
month I was singing in front of someone
who knew the proper words.
Members often practise together to provide
more variety in their items.
This month, the combinations included
Victoria and Colette’s lively version of
Georgy Girl, while Spencer and Leila
merged different guitar and ukulele styles
in an effective backing for Spencer’s lyrical
singing in songs like the moving Volunteer
Organist.
July’s musical items will be the usual
free choice, while in August we encourage
members to choose on the ‘Fantasy and
Dreams’ theme.
Next club afternoon: Saturday July 9, from
1-4pm in the CWA Hall.
Any style of singing or instrumental
performance is welcome so long as it is
acoustic. For further information contact: Joe
on 0400 862 694 or Jenny 0417 910 050.

Gail knits socks with eyes closed
The Crooked Needle
Heather Wright
ONE WOULD think that numbers would be
low for the ladies coming to craft group on
these cold and chilly mornings but no, the
number attending has been consistently high.
Treasurer Jan, with the help of Gail, has
purchased two small fan heaters to warm our
toes and ladies can be seen, coffee in hand,
huddled around the small area of warmth.
The beginner quilt makers have mainly
finished their first quilts and are justifiably
thrilled with their efforts.
Karen worked hard to help out and still has
a bit of helping out to do as one lady had to
unpick her work.
Some of our members brought in articles
that can be sold at the visitors’ centre.
Gail knits socks with her eyes closed,
Glenda does the most beautiful crochet and
the babies’ outfits are to die for.
Annette is the perfectionist and master of
everything. Enid makes the most exquisite

knitted toys but gives all away to charity.
Glynne spins her yarn and turns them into
the softest cuddliest echidnas.
Pat comes up with the most interesting
and handy items. Some of us are best at
procrastinating and are often asked why we
have not taken anything out of our craft bags.
Others work quietly, smiling away
and taking everything in while working
feverishly.
We were thrilled to find that two of our
ladies won prizes at last month’s Toodyay
Fibre Festival. Karen won the most popular
post warmer and Ann won the most items
completed.
Our thoughts are with those who are finding
winter a bit tough going and especially our
quiet achiever Glenyce, who lost her great
nephew in such a tragic way. Big hugs to
your family.
Those that are travelling (Sue and Val)
travel safe; everyone else, enjoy coming to
craft and keep warm. So until next month,
have a good one.

All hands turn toward the Show
Avon Woodturners
Max J Heath
WE HAVE finished our share of the Duyfken
pens at last and now we are focused on the
Toodyay Show raffle prize.
Once that’s finished it will be time to
do some wood-turning for our own Show
entries.
Wednesday nights have been a bit quiet of
late with some of our new members having
other things on as well as it being damned
cold in that pavilion.
Sunday mornings have seen the regulars
trying to get things done.
The main event we held was our Wood
Turning Weekend.
The attendance was down a little but the
quality of the demonstrators was very much
up there with the tops.

One turner Vaughan Richmond took all
morning showing us what he is doing with
ordinary brass plumbing fittings, including
household taps, and incorporating them into
his wood turning.
Next on the stage and equally of interest to
the audience was Noel Moyes who showed
how he does goblets in two parts.
Then it was time for Roadwise coordinator
Cliff Simpson who explained about Roadwise
grants that can be applied for.
Next we announced the result of the
competition for the different categories
and Don Clarke was selected as the overall
winner with best article.
All in all it was a very successful day and
Toodyay benefitted considerably.
Well, that’s about all from the Avon
Woodturners for now and so as Roadwise
says DON’T DRIVE TIRED.

emergency services
Free appraisal to see how well
your property will burn
Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Coondle-Nunile
Mick Rogers
IT’S NICE to see all this winter rain,
especially for farmers.
But it won’t be so great come summer – the
more rain we get, the higher fuel loads will
be.
We advertised in last month’s Herald that
Coondle-Nunile residents could ask brigade
volunteers for a free fuel appraisal of their
properties and tips on how to improve fire
safety for the coming summer.
Much to my surprise, not one person
contacted us.

If a wildfire breaks out this summer, are all
properties in our district fine and dandy?
We were privileged last month to have
a Toodyay Fire and Rescue team visit the
Coondle-Nunile Brigade to show us how to
extinguish a car fire.
This is important for local volunteers who
sometimes get called out to car fires.
The Fire and Rescue service has red trucks
while we have white ones.
Some of our jobs may be a little different
but we all share the same aim of looking after
the people of this shire.
A huge thank you to Macca and his crew
for passing on their knowledge – I hope we
all stay safe and well.
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Kindy garden rises from recycled junk
Toodyay District High School
Kindergarten
Clare Withers
STUDENTS, mums, grandmothers and a dad
all became very creative in the week before
Mother’s Day on Sunday May 10 at the
Toodyay District High School Kindergarten.
In a view to brighten up the outdoor play
area, adults and children created some truly
amazing recycled flowers using buckets and
pre-painted hub caps.
We reused slated blinds kindly donated by
the Toodyay Tip Shop, as our flower stems.
A very big thank you to all of the families
who donated the old hubcaps for the project.
Our recycled garden now looks truly
amazing.

Toodyay District High School Kindergarten children play in their new recycled garden.

Deck the halls for Christmas in July at Morangup Hall
Morangup Matters
Danielle Wrench
HOW WELL do you know the Morangup
Community Hall Recreational Centre?
The ‘hall’ as we call it, is a wonderful
community resource located on Wallaby
Way.
The centre and grounds offer a range of
community- and family-friendly activities
and cater for residents of all ages.
It’s a great place to catch up, stay connected
and be involved with the community.
The Morangup Progress Association
(MPA) manages the facility and strives to
offer a range of options and activities to
encourage community participation.
Residents have access to a fortnightly

library service where items can be ordered
from the Toodyay Library and collected at
the hall.
A craft group meets there fortnightly
and there is a weekly playgroup for young
children.
Weekly evening events such as karate,
Latin dancing and Konga offer opportunities
to get fit and have fun and activities cater for
all ages and levels of experience.
The grounds host a range of outdoor
activities with a half basketball court,
dirt-bike track and skatepark, a sheltered
children’s playground and outdoor picnic
area for community use.
The fully equipped, heated venue can be
hired at very reasonable rates for community
and private events with a large and well-

Shed in a state over Origin footy
Bejoording Community Group News
From the desk of The Badger
WARM FIRES, tasty soup and good craick
(Irish: good conversation) – the Bejoording
Community Group continues to enjoy a
lively spirit.
Wednesday evening numbers at The Shed
are growing weekly, and it seems there’s
always something on, either at The Shed or
someone’s house.
Standing with your back to the fire pit with
something cold in your hands and enjoying
good craick is the highlight of the week for
most of us.
Last month’s Shed highlights included
our Soup Feast with a choice of about eight
delicious soups, all made by Bejoording
Community Group members.
A very big thank you to all the cooks as
nobody went home hungry.
Then there were the first two State of
Origin clashes which always bring out strong
feelings of loyalty towards either side, which
is strange really when you remember we are
mostly West Australians.
I think Blues supporters outnumber the
Maroons but the ones with loyalty up north
tend to be the loudest.
Either way, the game certainly makes for

a robust Wednesday Shed night.
Friday night footy is becoming quite a
tradition.
It’s a movable feast but always a good night
with communal tucker plus a few ales.
Thanks are due to those who throw open
their homes, never knowing how many will
turn up, and putting up with a lot of very loud
banter.
July will be a busy month with the final
State of Origin, our annual Four Wheel Drive
Weekend, our annual Pasta Feast Night and
a certain person’s massive 60th birthday
celebration – watch this space.
Your monthly reminder: We meet every
Wednesday evening (except in January) at
the Bejoording Community Centre which
shares premises with the local volunteer bush
fire brigade in Bejoording Road.
Come along from 6pm and leave when it
suits you.
It’s strictly ‘come as you are’ casual, kids
are welcome, and there are fun events every
month.
If you aren’t a member yet, we’d love to
get to know you.
For more information contact President
Barry Grey on 9574 2149 or call The Badger
on 0414 250 484.
Hope to see you soon.

maintained space for up to 210 people and
ample parking.
Morangup’s local emergency services
groups are located at the rear of the hall.
Operating from their own facilities, the
Morangup Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade,
State Emergency Service and St John
Ambulance are all run with the support of
local residents who volunteer their time to
ensure the community’s safety and security.

Everyone is encouraged to become
involved.
The MPA’s annual Christmas-in-July
celebration will be held on Saturday July 30,
starting at 5.30pm.
Residents are invited to a night of fun and
laughter with kids’ entertainment, a threecourse meal and a raffle for several exciting
prizes.
For more information, contact 9572 9003,
secretary@morangupmpa.com.au or visit the
MPA website. www.morangupmpa.com.au.
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Crime call-out cuts guest speaker short

Probus Club of Toodyay
Joan Bath, Vice-President
THE PROBUS magazine, Active Retirees,
often reports on research into ageing.
Sydney University research has shown
that retirees benefit from the ability to lead a
more active lifestyle, with better sleep, more
physical activity and the opportunity to do
the things you want to do rather than ‘going
to work’.
A group of about 20 Toodyay Probians
spent the morning touring the Red Hill Waste
Management Centre in late May.
After morning tea and discussion on ways
to reduce and recycle waste in the education
centre, a guided bus tour took us around
the various areas of the ‘tip’, including
huge piles of mulch being produced, a new
land fill area being prepared, covered and
rehabilitated areas, methane drainage from
the landfill and the power station running on
the methane.
Did you know that rubbish dumped
during the day is covered before nightfall to
minimise wind-blown litter?
After the tour, our bus pulled into the Wild
Goose for lunch, shopping and wine tasting.
Our May meeting was shorter than usual
when our guest speaker, Toodyay Police Sgt

Toodyay Probians 2016 tour of the Red Hill Waste Management Centre
Warren Conder was called back on duty.
launch of Community Pods, the social
He was only able to give us a brief business project discussed by our April guest
overview of the current status of crime in speaker, Dr Ros Worthington.
Toodyay and the Wall to Wall ride to raise
Fully biodegradable coffee pods suitable
money for kids.
for most machines are now available and 10
The police need our eyes on the street. If cents from every pod is donated to the charity
you see something that does not seem right, of your choice.
call the local police on 9574 9555.
Bulk coffee is also available. See their
After hours, this number diverts to Northam website, communitypod.com.au.
who then contact Toodyay police for a quick
On July 12, our guest speaker will be
response.
Kent Bannister, a very experienced mining
On June 1, Frank Taylor attended the consultant.

He will take us through the often lengthy
and complicated process involved in getting
a new mining project underway.
In August, Soroptimist International will
be the topic of the month.
Next meeting: 7 pm, July 12, Freemasons
Hotel with guest speaker mining consultant
Kent Bannister.
Anyone interested in joining Probus please
contact president Peter Healy on 9574 4778
or for membership, John Smart 9574 2339.
See you there.

Jimperding gold fever strikes history buffs
Toodyay Historical Society
Robyn Taylor, President
THE SUBJECT of gold is endlessly
fascinating and alluring.
Toodyay has its own gold stories, some
factual and one in particular may or may not
have a connection with Toodyay at all.
It is about our favourite character
Moondyne Joe, and the fictional setting of
the story could well be here as anywhere else.
We have society member Milton Baxter
to thank for delving into the history of an
early silent movie called Moondyne made
in Victoria in 1913.
Produced by The Lincoln-Cass Films Pty
Ltd, the film was subtitled The Secret of the
Mountain of Gold. A Story of Early Western
Australia.
Attempts at authenticity were not a high
priority in this fanciful rip-roaring tale.
It includes a ‘king of the Aborigines, Te
Mana Roa’ who led the evil Bowman to a
gold mine.
Sadly, the film no longer exists but Milton’s
research unearthed some wonderful material,
including the film script, photocopies
of photographic stills and Melbourne
newspaper advertisements.
Milton’s contact with Canberra’s National
Film and Sound Archive produced a treasure
trove of hilarious material that I am sure the
Moondyne Festival Committee will be keen
to see.
Last month’s excursion was to Jumperding
– also known as Jimperding – down Cobbler
Pool Road.
The trip was led by society member Jenny
Edgecombe who prepared a thoroughly
researched and fascinating history of the
area.
While the excursion was to inspect
remnants of the Jumperding settlement –
including remaining posts of the old school

Excursion leader Jenny Edgecombe (in blue) and special guest Kath Chitty (with walking
stick) who lived at Jumperding (also called Jimperding) as a young girl. (Photo: Joe
Edgecombe.)
footbridge and the Markey cemetery, there a first for the judges.
is also a gold connection.
Afternoon tea was served in the Old
According to the late local historian Wally Police Stables and society secretary Linda
Chitty, a gold nugget was found in the area Rooney prepared and screened an excellent
by Elvia and Martha Chitty in 1895 but they
lost it, so no one took their story seriously.
It wasn’t until the 1930s after another gold
nugget was found in the same area that a gold
rush began with about 300 men panning for
alluvial gold.
The story is told in Wally’s book Toodyay,
the Good Old Days, which is available in the
town’s public library.
Toodyay is a finalist in the Keep Australia
Beautiful, Tidy Towns: History and Heritage
category and two judges visited last month
– congratulations to those who helped make
this such a memorable visit.
Society member Peter Robinson in top hat
and tails drove participants around in the
community bus and, with others in period
costume, a short re-enactment was held of
the trial and jailing of miscreant ‘Thomas
Shaw’ (aka Milton).
This piece of comic theatre was apparently Sarah-Jane Simmonetti

PowerPoint presentation about Toodyay’s
history and heritage. (See Toodyay Tidy
Towns article page14.)
This month’s excursion on Sunday July
31 will be a busy bee at the historic Syred’s
Cottage at Bejoording.
Please bring cleaning equipment and tools
for a winter spring clean inside the cottage
and garden. Also bring morning tea/light
lunch and a chair.
Our next general meeting is at 7pm on
Wednesday July 20 at Donegan’s Cottage
in the Toodyay Showgrounds – visitors
welcome.
For more details contact Linda Rooney
at secretary.2j.ths@gmail.com; President
Robyn Taylor at rdtaylor@iinet.net.au or
9574 2578 or, Beth Frayne at toobide4@
iinet.net.au or 9574 5971.
Donegan’s Cottage (in the showgrounds) is
open every Thursday, 1-3pm. Postal address:
PO Box 32 Toodyay WA 6566. Membership:
fantastic value at $10 annually.

Sarah-Jane aims to engage local youth

Royal Agricultural Society Rural
Ambassador Award
Alison Wroth, Rural Ambassador
Coordinator
ONCE AGAIN the Royal Agricultural
Society (RAS) Rural Ambassador Award
is upon us.
To those who haven’t come across it before,
the award is hosted in each state by the RAS

and is a national competition aimed at young
rural adults between 18 and 30 years of age
who have a passion for living and working
in rural communities.
In general, the competition aims to
discover the next generation of rural leaders
who have the desire to represent and promote
their community, region and their state.
Entrants meet and network with likeminded representatives from around the
state, from different agricultural areas with
varying degrees of education.
This year’s representative of the Toodyay
Agricultural Society and our community is
Sarah-Jane Simmonetti.
She is a local 22 year old who has travelled
to Europe, loves horses, the rural lifestyle
and wants to become involved with local
youth.
Sarah-Jane hopes to motivate young people
to stay in town longer and to recognise the
benefits of becoming a ‘local’ rather than
fleeing as soon as they get their driver’s
licence.
We all wish Sarah-Jane the best at the
Beverley competition where she is competing
against entrants from Northam and Beverley
Agricultural Societies.
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Cr blames red tape for ‘crazy’ long meetings

Bat in the Belfry
Geoff Appleby
TOODYAY Shire Council’s June meeting
was mostly mundane except for an interesting
proposal from Cr Sally Craddock which I
will come to later.
The Wicklow Shearing Shed was granted
$5000 for technical upgrading, the owners
of a property in Hoddys Well got the goahead to expand their gravel pit and Toodyay
Traders was granted permission to install
solar panels on their hardware store roof
in Stirling Terrace in the town’s Heritage
Precinct as long as they’re out of sight of
the main street – all good.
However, there was the usual agenda
debacle at the start of the meeting which
wasted half an hour of everybody’s time
while CEO Stan Scott and President David
Dow conferred between themselves to sort
things out.
The most interesting item on the agenda
was a motion on notice from Cr Craddock.
Before continuing, here is a reminder of
‘Council’s Values’ which state, inter alia,
“Integrity – we behave honestly to the
highest ethical standard, Accountability

– we are transparent in our actions and
accountable to the community”.
Cr Craddock proposed “That the questions
councillors ask, and the answers they receive,
on the agenda items at Ordinary and Special
Council Meetings, be recorded in the
minutes”.
Her reasoning was simple – councillors
represent the community and transparency
in their actions is paramount.
When decisions are made by council there
is no record of why a particular course was
taken and no written explanation recorded,
therefore the ability of councillors to
explain decisions to ratepayers is sometimes
difficult.
The CEO supplied a lengthy rebuttal in the
agenda under the heading “risk”.
“There is a considerable risk of substantial
waste of council’s time in reviewing and
correcting how questions and responses are
summarised in the minutes,” Mr Scott said.
“There would be no additional benefit
derived from the additional time and
workload involved in this laborious task.”
Hang on, isn’t this is what we pay him for?
Surely a good shorthand or court reporter
would not find the task of taking proper
minutes “laborious”.
Cr Craddock was not suggesting that
the council produce the Encyclopaedia
Britannica, only that more information be
included in the minutes.
However, she found no support among her
colleagues, and it was only because someone
wanted to ask a question that her motion was
seconded and debated at all.

Even then, the President cut her off in midsentence while she was speaking because he
said her allotted five minutes were up.
He called for a show of hands to allow her
to continue, which was agreed.
Later, Cr Dow cut Cr Craddock short
again with a curt “you are in complete
contradiction of what you said”.
However, nobody outside the chamber will
ever know because, by decree, there is no
record of the exchange in the minutes.
Apart from Cr Craddock, not one councillor
made any worthwhile contribution to
this important debate, although a clearly
frustrated Cr Kate Wood said it was “crazy
that council meetings are already excessively
long and get too bogged down in red tape”.
Cr Rob Welburn said he agreed with Cr
Craddock’s intent but added “I also see the
whole process becoming convoluted – I think
it would be overbearing”.
Cr Paula Greenway contributed with “I
agree with the motion but I think it will be
too hard to vote on – I’m on the fence, not
for or against”.
All appeared to have missed the point that
expanding the minutes would not actually
lengthen the duration of the meetings – the
shire chamber is wired for sound, making
it relatively easy and inexpensive to record
proceedings, which many other councils
already do.
However, the CEO’s most astounding
reason to oppose the motion was worrying
to say the least.
“Members of the public might see a
particular question as reflecting a particular

view, perhaps contrary to council’s final
decision,” Mr Scott said.
“It would provide elected members the
opportunity to grandstand and put particular
views in the public arena using council
minutes as a self-promotion vehicle.”
He also said it might discourage councillors
from asking questions for fear they might be
seen to lack an understanding of issues.
Oh really?
“The CEO can see no benefit that would
justify the considerable risks involved with
this proposal,” Mr Scott said.
Suffice to say, Cr Craddock’s motion was
defeated 8-1.
On the subject of long meetings, a record
must surely have been set on June 16 when
the shire called another of its near-secret
‘special’ council meetings which this time
lasted only two minutes.
It was called to adopt an “appraisal
process” for Mr Scott’s CEO performance
and pay review, which council agreed in
May will be done by Toodyay-based local
government consultant John Phillips.
Only six of nine councillors attended, Mr
Scott was the only staff member present, the
public gallery was empty and there were no
public questions or submissions.
Mr Scott wrote the special meeting report
and recommendation, which was moved by
Cr Brian Rayner and carried 6-0, apparently
without questions or debate because the
minutes show no seconder.
The shire will hold another special council
meeting at 4pm on Thursday July 14 to
consider Mr Phillips’ report.

CWA saves the chat to speed things up
Country Women’s Association
Elizabeth Mansom

Long-serving Police Customer Service
Officer Lee Pollard (foreground) is
farewelled by Snr Const. Nicky Turner
and Const. Jim Moore at Toodyay police
station.

Lee bows out after
11 years’ service
in Toodyay

LONG-SERVING Police Customer
Service Officer Lee Pollard is taking
extended leave and intends to move to a
similar position in another town when she
resumes work.
“Lee started at Toodyay police station in
2005 and her service and friendship will
be greatly missed,” Sgt Conder said.
“Her replacement, CSO Loretta Flaherty,
started training this month and is also a
familiar face around town.
“Loretta has been heavily involved
in local community work, including at
Toodyay Op Shop, and will be well-suited
to her new part-time role (three days a
week) at Toodyay police station.”

AT THE beginning of the last CWA meeting
our president Judith Walton warned us we
had a lot to get through and that she intended
holding a tight rein.
State Conference will be held in Fremantle
on July 19-20 and, with only one more
meeting before that, we took the hint and
saved the chat for tea time.
Twenty-nine motions have been put
forward and we must indicate our preferences
so our delegates can vote at the conference.
Some are easy but others that require
changes to the constitution are not so easy.
Motions to consider cover such things as
television betting advertisements, physical
and verbal abuse of school principals and
misuse of enduring power of attorney.
We also had to decide who we want our
delegates to vote for among candidates for
vacant state-management positions.
Thank you to all who contributed to the
$572 we raised with our Cancer Morning
Tea.
On Thursday June 9 we gathered at our hall
with four ladies from our sister city branch,
Bayswater, for a Croatian Day.
With some ingenuity and help from
local op shops, many managed to dress in
recognisable Croatian style with Desraé
winning the prize of a small doll for her
costume effort.
Viv brought along a bottle of Pelinkovac
made with herbs and wormwood (130 per
cent proof) and Marlene brought a bottle
of wine made by her family from their own
grapes.
On June 17 three of us headed to Tammin
for their combined WA Week/International
Day lunch which also featured Croatian food.
A Tammin resident who had holidayed in
Croatia gave a talk and showed photos.
To top off a very enjoyable day we brought
home the door prize – three strawberry plants
in an attractive clay bowl.
Also on June 17 Dr Stuart Salfinger of St
John of God Hospital gave a very informative
talk in our hall on gynaecological oncology
which was attended by approximately 50
people.
Dr Salfinger said he enjoyed the day and
those who attended were very appreciative
of him giving his time and expertise.
The meeting on June 23 was our 89 th
birthday so we sang Happy Birthday to
ourselves and had cake for afternoon tea.
On August 20 at 2.30pm Ken McIntyre
will give a talk on Western Desert medicine
in the CWA hall.
For more than 40 years Ken and Barbara
Dobson have been involved in the field of
anthropology specialising in Aboriginal
Australia and South-East Asia.

CWA ladies in Croation dress.
If you wish to find out more, go to www.
anthropologyfromtheshed.com.
CWA meets at 1pm on the fourth Thursday
of the month in the CWA Hall next to the
Garden Centre in Stirling Terrace, Toodyay.

There is plenty of parking in Charcoal
Lane, with disabled access from Charcoal
Lane down the side of the hall.
Hall bookings are being taken by Glenys
Clabaugh on 9574 5110 or 0427 478 325.
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Morning coffee stirs up travel bug for spinning
Toodyay Spinners
Ange Sturman and Carol Worrell
IT’S ALWAYS easier to work with wool in
the cooler months of the year.
Alice knitted a pull-over vest in blue
variegated wool and silk she had spun from
slivers (pre-carded wool).
Margaret knitted a striped vest for one
of her grandchildren, and Tess used wool
she had spun to knit a blue jumper for her
husband.
Robyn found some leaves felted some time
ago by members, thought it was a shame
for them to just lie there and mounted them
on cloth stretched over a frame for a very
effective result.

“At the spin-in they announced the winner
of a competition I had entered.
“We were all given 10 grams of wool to
spin and ply to form a thread, and the longest

thread would win – I won the competition.
“After moving to Toodyay in 1995 and
building our house out of town, I decided to
join the local spinning club.
“There were a lot of spin-ins around the
state in the 1990s.
“I suggested a four-day trip to some of
these which were mainly down south, and
we have done this often since then.”

Toodyay Fibre Festival

SEVEN members helped with a large
stall of hand-spun and knitted items and
demonstrated the art of spinning at last
month’s successful Toodyay Fibre Festival.
I like to teach the art of spinning, and
most interest seemed to be from men and
children – a big thank you must go to those
who helped on the day.
Four members attended a spin-in in
Augusta on June 11.
Unfortunately, two were ill at the last
moment and we wish them a speedy
recovery.
The next spin-in to which I am sure some
of us will go is in Denmark on September
14.
Our Spinning Group meets from 9am to
noon every Wednesday at Parker’s Cottage
in the Showgrounds, and 9am to noon every
third Saturday of the month at the same
venue.
Our AGM will be held on August 17 in
Parker’s Cottage at 10am.
For more information, please contact
secretary Heather Jones on 0407 287 002 or

Coffee leads to spinning

CAROL WORRELL is a long-serving
Toodyay Spinners member and this is her
story:
“My introduction to spinning came at a
friend’s coffee morning in Bullsbrook in the
late 1980s.
“Irene Watts and Ann Russell taught me
all the basics, after which I joined the Swan
Valley Spinners.
“One of my most enjoyable memories from
that time with them is when we as a group
with our spouses went for a three week trip
to Tasmania.
“The Highland Spinners in the town of
Bothwell were hosting a three-day spin-in
to which we all went.

YouthCare farewells Chaplain Robyn
Toodyay Youthcare Council
(School Chaplaincy)
Vivienne Freeman, Secretary
ANOTHER successful quiz night was
held on Saturday June 25 with 45 people
attending. Including our earlier wood raffle
which was won by Beth Ruthven; the total
amount raised was $2774.90.
Once again our capable MC on the night
was Owen Catto with lots of fun and laughs.
The signed West Coast Eagles jumper sold
for $850 and the winning table generously
donated their $160 prize back to Chaplaincy.
As a council we are so grateful for the
continued and generous support of our local
Toodyay community.

Seniors keep cosy
with winter bowls
Autumn Club
Michael Cox
WE ARE getting settled in for winter and
keeping warm by playing carpet bowls.
In the past couple of months we have
been visited by Goomalling and York
Seniors Clubs, and also Northam Carpet
Bowls Club.
We in turn have visited Northam Carpet
Bowls Club and are due to visit the
Wanneroo and York Seniors Clubs.
Welcome Rae Vigar to the Autumn Club.
We are always looking for new members
so if you are looking for some friendly
company come and join us.
Contact our secretary on 9574 4587 or
just come on a Wednesday at 1pm to the
Sports Pavilion.
One of our longest-serving members,
Laurie Beech will celebrate his birthday on
July 13 – we all send him a hearty birthday
wish and hope he has a great day.

You are an inspiration and encouragement
for us to continue with this very worthwhile
program of our school chaplain.
We would like to sincerely thank the
following contributors to our Quiz Night
and encourage you in turn to support them:
RoadWise, Regional Men’s Health Initiative,
The Victoria Hotel, Cola Café, Meat Hook
Butcher, Toodyay Liquor Store, Toodyay
Traders, Toodyay Emporium, Toodyay
Tyre & Exhaust, Dockers Football Club,
West Coast Eagles Football Club, Makit
Hardware, Amy’s Café, Graham Freeman,
Sweethearts Café, Coondle Engineering, The
Lolly Shop, Northam Mitsubishi, Toodyay
Hair Salon, Kwinana Motorplex, Apple
Denture Centre, Wild Goose Café, Gidgie,
Toodyay Chemist, Clare Love Beautician,

DVA, Trevor Prangnell.
On a sad note, we are losing our school
chaplain Robyn Sinclair at the end of this
term due to family circumstances.
She has been an absolutely outstanding,
caring chaplain not only to the students but
also to school staff, teachers and parents.
Robyn has been tirelessly devoted to
bringing our local and school communities
together. We wish her well.
YouthCare is currently looking for a new
chaplain for our school which could possibly
be full time.
If there is suitable person in our community
for this position, please do not hesitate to
contact chairperson Max Heath: PO Box 116
Toodyay; 9574 2069, or email maxnmillie@
westnet.com.au.

Mad Hatter winner Irma Onderstal (above)
and fashion parade (left) at last month’s
Toodyay Fibre Festival. Photos: Gary
Walton
president Judy Mackie on 9574 4421.
New members welcome – no experience
necessary.
The Felting Group meets at Parkers
Cottage on the second Monday of each
month from noon to 3pm, and the group’s
contact is Jenny Cornwall on 9574 5978.

Dip into Ida’s prizes
with 2 raffles at IGA
Ida’s Hideaway
Neil Stewart
HALF THE year gone already, where does
the time go to?
We are running our Christmas-in-July
raffles on July 15 and 16 (Friday and
Saturday) outside the Toodyay IGA store.
We have a wood raffle and household
raffle with lots of prizes and a lucky dip –
something for everyone.
Happy Birthday wishes to Laurie Beech
and Rae Vigar who celebrate birthdays this
month. Enjoy your celebrations.
If you would like to join us on Saturday
afternoons for company and afternoon tea
we are at Butterly House 1 to 4pm.

Red Hill rubbish reveals ‘huge problem’
Toodyay Tidy Towns
Greg Warburton
APPALLING dumping at the Red Hill tourist
lookout has created quite a stir, activated
through a thought-provoking letter last
month to another local newspaper from a
Wheatbelt-based landscape photographer.
Our long campaign for action in this area
instigated the Swan Shire Red Hill Clean-up
in May where our members were the major
volunteer contingent.
If anyone needs convincing that society has
a huge problem with waste and attitudes, they
should stop at Red Hill on the way to Perth.
For most of us it is inconceivable that our
beautiful natural environment, especially
our national parks and tourist areas could be
treated like this.
Keep Australia Beautiful Tidy Towns
judges Lindley Brown and Michelle Rosair
visited Toodyay last month to inspect and
experience our heritage and culture.
We entered just this one KAB category
earlier in the year and are now a state finalist.
In true Toodyay style we made sure the
judges went away with a lasting impression.

A Cheeky Bus town tour with noted
local historian Beth Frayne providing
factual commentary commenced at the
new information bay and ended at the Old
Newcastle Goal with a warm welcome from
members, including Vicki Warburton dressed
in Victorian finery.
Afternoon tea was followed by a full
costume re-enactment of the trial of Thomas
Shaw (loosely based on the first recorded
incarceration at the Newcastle Gaol), ably
and amusingly portrayed by Peter Robinson,
Alan Clabaugh and Milton Baxter.
A poetry recital by Greg Warburton dressed
as a chained convict, a tour of the museum
precinct led by curator Margie Eberle and
a PowerPoint presentation representing the
cultural strength of our community gave the
judges plenty to think about.
Lindley said that in all of her Tidy Towns
judging years she’d never experienced a play
or indeed a poetry recital before.
Let’s hope we enjoy success in this
important category for the dedicated heritage
enthusiasts of our historic town.
Thank you to all those who helped make
this occasion so successful, especially
Linda Rooney who prepared most of the
submission and the event.
The committee continues its core business
of litter reduction and waste management.
Peter Robinson picked up two loads of
rain-soaked furniture and took it to the
Waste Transfer Station and is also rapidly
approaching 1000 bags of roadside litter
picked up.
Laurence’s research has provided some
wonderful interactive mural ideas, and a
whole raft of further ideas was put forward
for a Community Litter Grant application
which is now underway.
The committee has requested a space to
promote Toodyay Tidy Towns at the town’s
new information bay.

Members with judges at Old Newcastle Gaol.
Anyone with ideas or wanting to help can
contact Greg on 0429 009 425; secretary
Kaye Rewell 9574 2056 or shire 9574 2258.
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Lions change guard at the Goose
Toodyay Lions Club
Ian Harrower
THE TOODYAY Lions Club held its
Changeover Night at the Wild Goose Café,
Noble Falls Estate, on Saturday June 25,
with about 20 Lions and partners attending.
The incoming officers were inducted by
Lions Zone Chairman Steele Williams, with
Drew MacAuley serving as president for the
second year, and Kathleen Gillam taking on
the role of secretary also for the second year.
Treasurer for the coming year is Jim
Silvester.
An enjoyable meal and socialising followed
the formal part of the evening.
The Lions Club would like to thank Brian
Rayner for driving the bus that evening.
Lions President Drew reported that during

the past year the club has raised funds by
running the Lions Monster Auction and
operating the Cobbler Pool Campsite for the
Avon Descent in August, as well as running
the Lions Wiggly Worm at the Toodyay
Races and the Chocolate Wheel at the
Toodyay Show.
Most of the proceeds from these activities
have been paid to Lions’ foundations, local
causes and the Yarloop Bushfire Appeal
which received $1000.
The club also paid $300 for the volunteers’
morning teas/lunches at the Toodyay
Collection Centre.
A donation of $1000 was made to the
Toodyay District High School Chaplaincy,
as well as the Police Bright Blue Ride
Children’s Medical Fund.
Assistance of $800 was provided to the

Cheeky Bus books in for
annual medical check-up
Toodyay Community Bus
Di Roberts, Secretary
HI EVERYONE, it is the month of July and
the cold has come in with thoughts of where
have the summer months gone?
We have a new bus banner which has been
made through the generosity and kindness of
the management and staff of Expo Designs.
It is so grand to have our own banner which
looks delightful and tells a little story. It is
available for all to see at the Toodyay Visitors
Centre.
The Tidy Towns Committee recently hired
the bus to take judges and other interested
folk on a heritage and cultural visit through
our town. This was greatly appreciated by
those who participated on the day.
Also it is time to take the bus to Northam
for the annual ‘over the pits’ appointment
where the inspectors get out the stethoscope
and run a few gadgets over her body to find
out if she is healthy enough to continue her
voyages safely.

On this point, we are delighted to announce
the arrival of new shire mechanic Robbie
who graciously inspected the bus and made
little repairs so that she will be in tip-top
condition for her jaunt to Northam.
Many thanks Robbie. You have contributed
to keeping our bus going for the benefit of
the community and visitors.
We are absolutely over the moon to see that
the Autumn Club will be hiring the bus for
their club again.
It will be driven by the capable ‘young’
Jim. Hope this outing is splendid and is the
start of many adventures.
The bus will also be involved in many
future local events about which we will keep
you posted. Further information about times,
pick-ups and destinations will be notified in
The Herald.
To those feeling poorly at the present time,
we do hope you will get better soon and
look forward to meeting you in the street for
happy talks. Take care.

Toodyay District High School to help
purchase a Manga Maths Program for High
School students.
The Lions Save Sight Foundation and the
Harry Perkins Institute for Child Health
each received $500, with $300 going to
Lions Cancer Institute, Lions Help to
Hear Foundation, Lions Drug Education
Foundation and LICEF, the Lions Clubs
Emergency Fund.
The Australian Red Cross and Salvation
Army Red Shield Appeal, Lions McCusker
Alzheimer’s Research Foundation, Lions
Childhood Cancer and Blood Cord
Foundation, Foodbank WA and the Black
Dog Ride all received $200.
A donation of $400 was made to the Royal
Flying Doctor Service of WA.
Toodyay Playgroup received a donation of
$250, plus Lions paid for the brick paving to
be installed at their centre.
Toodyay Chamber of Commerce was the
recipient of $150 to pay for lollies at the
Annual Christmas Street Party.
Apart from fundraising, the Lions Club
also assists needy people with occasional
financial assistance and block clean-ups and
also helps to meet the travel costs of local
sports people who represent WA or Australia.
The club supported Summer Roberts, who
represented Australia at a cycling event
in Denmark, to the tune of $500 and also
donated $500 to Charlotte Hunter to attend
the National Irish Dancing competition.
The Club is also a major supporter of the
RSL’s scholarship to send local students to
the Sandakan Anzac Day event.
If you could see yourself being part of
Toodyay Lions Club, we would love to meet
you. We accept men and women from the age
of 18 years.
We meet on the first and third Tuesdays of
the month at the Freemasons Hotel.
The Toodyay Lions Club will celebrate its
40th anniversary with a special event next
month.
For more information, contact any Lion
or ring Steele Williams on 9574 2903.

Shandy
escapes
indignant
toddler
Toodyay Miniature Railway
June Eastwood Secretary
THEY SAY you should always aim for the
top and that was certainly a philosophy
endorsed by a recent four-year-old visitor
to our railway.
With ticket in hand he marched straight
up to where Shandy stood puffing merrily
away in front of its line of carriages.
He was about to climb into the driver’s
seat but was stopped by his mother who
told him he would have to climb into a
carriage.
“If I can’t drive, I am not going,” he
stated indignantly and marched off down
the platform.
Mother ran to head him off and reminded
him that the engine was so special that not
even his Dad was allowed to drive.
While he paused to contemplate this
aspect, mother scooped him up, boarded
and the station master quickly sent the
train on its way.
Many small ones are intimidated by the
puffing monsters and vote to ride in the
‘dog’s train’ but not this one.
The Mini Rail AGM will be held at
7.30pm on Monday July 18 in the CWA
Hall. Please feel free to attend if interested.
Members are now sporting very tailored
new shirts.
Grubby-fingered steam drivers were
disappointed we could not have a deeper
blue colour but in order to have matching
tailored ladies’ shirts, a lighter blue was
our only option.
We are now not only very smartly attired
but on a recent visit to England, Steve
King managed to unearth some genuine
metal badges denoting various positions
for those fortunate enough to hold that
honour. Thanks Steve.
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