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Minister rejects tip appeals
Michael Sinclair-Jones

June 2016
347

Toodyay – National Tidy
Towns Champion 2015

this month

WA ENVIRONMENT Minister Albert Jacob
has left a glimmer of hope to stop a Perth
rubbish dump being built in Toodyay after
dismissing most of seven appeals based on
fears of an environmental disaster.
Mr Jacob ruled last month that if the base of
the pit is too damp beyond three metres deep,
more engineering studies will be required
to prove the site’s “long-term stability and
integrity”.
The new condition requires “soft saturated
material” to be tested one month before the
placing of a 4mm thick plastic liner at the
bottom of the pit to help hold back millions
of tonnes of putrescible and toxic building
waste that are due to dumped in the Chitty
Road site over the next 20 years.
The Hoddys Well former claypit, which
is normally filled with water, is less than a
kilometre from Jimperding Brook, which
flows under Toodyay Road into the Avon
River near Cobbler Pool and then into the
Swan River.
The Minister was not required by State
environmental law to consider the extra 60
heavy trucks a day that will be needed to haul
Perth garbage on one of the State’s 10 worst
roads for fatal and serious traffic accidents,
including another heavy truck crash last
month (see Police Beat Page 6).
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MP attacks decision

WA NATIONALS MP Shane Love attacked
Mr Jacob’s decision as “an obvious example
of metropolitan problems being exported to
regional WA without due consideration for
the environmental and social impacts on
country people”.
Mr Love said he was worried additional
heavy traffic delivering waste to the site
could compromise road safety on an alreadystressed Toodyay Road.
Additional conditions on groundwater
levels and monitoring went some way to
addressing water quality concerns.
However, the site was only 900m from
Jimperding Brook and lay within the Avon
River Management Area.
“I remain concerned how leachate could
impact on the quality of ground water, having
seen the high water levels in the pits,” Mr
Love said.

Legal challenge

IN A SEPARATE move, WA Supreme Court
Justice Andrew Beech will hear a claim in
Perth on August 8 that the Department of
Environment Protection (DEP) failed to
follow State law in granting works approval
for the Toodyay landfill site.
Five local residents say the DEP failed to
give proper public notice of all documents
presented to it by Perth landfill operator
Opal Vale Pty Ltd before the company was
allowed to build the tip.
The claim is opposed by the State
Government and Opal Vale, which joined
the legal action last month after initially not
registering as a party.
The residents are being represented by
senior Perth barrister John Hockley and have
until June 28 to file their legal submissions
to the court.
Work on preparing the site for landfill is
understood to be at or near completion.

Toodyay baker Jason Marion with a tray of Australia’s best pasties. Photo: Geoff Appleby.

Baker serves up nation’s best pastie
Geoff Appleby
IT’S OFFICIAL – Toodyay
Bakery makes the best
pasties in Australia.
After twice winning silver
medals at the National Food
Australia Expo, Jason

Marion and his team won
gold at this year’s national
competition for Australia’s
best traditional pastie.
When asked about the
reasons for his success,
Jason explained that the
pastry is a critical factor and

must be evenly layered.
The filling of prime beef,
potato, peas, onions and
carrots must all be top
quality and if these simple
rules are followed the pastie
is a prize winner.
Continued Page 3

Toodyay rates hike scaled
back as shire tightens belt
LOCAL ratepayers have been spared an even
bigger July 1 rates hike than last year after
the Shire of Toodyay agreed last month to
take into account WA’s economic downturn
and scale back on planned long-term rates
increases.
However, the new shire belt-tightening
measures will mean spending cuts and less
money for “community requests”.
The overall rate increase from July 1 will
be 3.5 per cent instead of the 6.5 per cent
envisaged three years ago in the shire’s 10year Strategic Community Plan.
Last year’s rates increase was 6.4 per cent.
The latest increases are based on a
December 2015 Perth Consumer Price Index
of 1.5 per cent – plus two per cent.
Had the shire stuck to its 2013 plan, the rise

would have been Perth CPI plus 5 per cent.
Shire President David Dow said the
challenge for the council now was to set a
2016-17 budget with reduced rates income,
coupled with anticipated government grants,
mainly for roadworks.
“Obviously the only practical way to
achieve this is to reign in any unnecessary
spending and restrict the amount allocated
to community requests,” Cr Dow said.
The new proposed minimum rate for all
types of properties will be $1265 – up $40
from last time.
The shire also wants to introduce a new
differential rating system for unimproved
valuations (UV) for rural residential,
broadacre farms and Morangup properties.
Continued Page 3
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Ol’ Blind Joe
Forgotten memories

I ARRIVED in Australia in 1971 aboard the
ocean liner SS Canberra and was honoured
the following year to witness the rebirth of
a nation.
Incoming Labor Prime Minister Gough
Whitlam seized the reins of power and rode
that chariot like Ben Hur straight through the
privileged classes who had ruled the roost for
23 long years of conservative rule.
Whitlam was relentless in enacting
legislation and fearless in knocking heads
off pedestals as he sought to dramatically
reshape the landscape of Australian society.
He abolished the White Australia Policy
and passed the Racial Discrimination Act,
ushering in a new era of multiculturalism
that changed our nation forever.
He set up the National Parks and Wildlife
Service and the Heritage Commission as well
as enacting the Family Law Act which led to
the establishment of the Family Court.
He removed the tax on contraceptives,
legislated for no-fault divorce and introduced
several social welfare reforms, including
the supporting mother’s benefit and welfare
payments for homeless people.
On the campaign trail, Whitlam was once
persistently heckled by a man demanding to
know his opinion on abortion.
“Let me make quite clear that I am for
abortion and, in your case sir, we should
make it retrospective,” Whitlam replied
He was the first world leader to appoint
a dedicated adviser for women’s affairs to
fight for the rights of women to work, and
for women to be fairly compensated for their
employment.
In a bizarre sequel, Ex-King Tony Abbott
appointed himself to that role when his
nuttiness was blazing red hot.

In the northern most pristine part, scientists
think half the coral might have died.
But never mind, our brilliant Environment
Minister Greg Hunt has assured us that
allowing the world’s largest coal mine to
start up right next to it is a great idea.
Whitlam made a free university education
available to all Australians, causing
participation in higher education to increase
by 25 per cent to 276,559 enrolments, with
women the main beneficiaries.
“Poverty is a national waste as well as
individual waste,” Whitlam said.
“We are all diminished when any of us are
denied proper education.
“The nation is the poorer – a poorer
economy, a poorer civilisation, because of
this human and national waste.”
What annoys me most is that those buggers
with their snouts in the trough at the top of
the food chain who benefited from climbing
that free university education ladder have
removed it for anyone else to climb.
Whitlam’s greatest gift was providing
universal healthcare for all Australians and
– you guessed it – the Coalition has been
doing its damnedest to cripple it.
Back in 2014, Ex-King Abbott ripped $57
billion from local hospitals funding.
Over 10 years, that’s 37,000 hospital beds,
or 68,000 nurses or 33,000 doctors that can’t
be paid.
The present King Malcolm Turnbull locked
in $54 billion of those cuts in his recent
budget, which means Northam Hospital
could lose $50.7 million in federal funding
over the next decade.
Locally, that’s equivalent to 30 hospital
beds or 52 nurses who can’t be paid.
The Coalition refuses to table its $650
million cut to diagnostic imaging services.
From July 1, it appears they’re stopping
pathology bulk billing: all blood tests, pap
smears, urine tests, and pathology tests on
skin cancer removal specimens will cost you,
and patients could be charged for treatment
in public hospitals.
In last month’s Federal Budget, Treasurer
Scott Morrison unveiled $1.2 billion in
cuts to aged care which was in addition
to the $600 million stripped away in last
December’s mid-year update.
The $3.7 billion a year spent on subsidising
private in-hospital procedures – which
mainly benefits patients who are more
affluent – could be cut to fund public
hospitals, but don’t hold your breath.
Your health should depend on your
Medicare card, not your credit card
A conservative government survives
essentially by dampening expectations and
subduing hopes. Conservatism is basically
pessimistic, reformism is basically optimistic
– Gough Whitlam (1916-2014).

Land rights champion

WHITAM also championed Aboriginal
land rights and set up free Aboriginal legal
services.
Paradoxically, Australia’s federal Coalition
Government continues to kick Indigenous
communities off their lands and has been
cutting their legal funding for decades.
Whitlam was the first Western leader
to visit China and make our nation’s
relationship with Asia a priority.
He brought an end to military conscription
and officially ended our involvement in the
disastrous Vietnam War.
Whitlam established the National Gallery
in Canberra, doubled the funding to the arts,
introduced legislation to form Australia’s
national ethnic TV broadcaster SBS and
created the Australia Council for the Arts.
Coalition Senator George Brandis stripped
the Australia Council of more than $100
million, and he and his cronies have been
cutting back the arts portfolio as fast as
they’re chopping down Tasmania’s oldgrowth forests.
Whitlam ratified the World Heritage
Convention in 1974 which gave the Federal
Government power to protect environmental
sites designated significant by The United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organisation (UNESCO).
Funny that, as the Coalition recently
forced UNESCO to scrub every mention of
Australia from a damaging climate change
report and to not include the Great Barrier
Reef on its list of endangered world heritage
sites.
Sadly the reef is in the midst of its worst
crisis in recorded history as unusually warm
water has caused 93 per cent of reefs along
the 2300km site to experience bleaching.

feedback
The Toodyay Herald is a
locally owned not-for-proﬁt
newspaper that aims to serve
the community as a source of
quality news and information.
Suggestions and comments
are welcome to
PO Box 100 Toodyay WA 6566
feedback@toodyayherald.com.au
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Big backlog delays
local NBN roll-out
Michael Sinclair-Jones
TOODYAY residents may face a long wait
to connect to Australia’s new high-speed
National Broadband Network although the
$56 billion Federal Government service is
already available in parts of the shire.
NBN Co. says its new ‘Skymuster’ satellite
service already covers outlying areas such
as Bejoording but is not being advertised
because of a massive backlog in orders to

Workers finish Drummondi Drive tower.

install home receivers elsewhere in Australia.
Four new wireless towers to serve 3000
properties in areas surrounding the Toodyay
townsite are nearly ready but connections
will depend on whether NBN Co. contractors
are available to install home receivers when
the service starts by the end of this year.
The Government-owned company is
responsible for installing wireless and
satellite NBN receivers to individual
properties and currently faces a backlog of
more than 20,000 orders nationwide.
The work is being done by contractors but
delays are occurring because some satellite
receiver installations require long-distance
travel to remote areas.
NBN Co’s website lists eight private
internet service providers (ISPs) that offer
deals on satellite connections but this is not
being advertised in Toodyay because of the
big backlog in orders, a spokesperson said.
Private ISPs are expected to advertise deals
for NBN wireless and fixed-line connections
to local customers once those services
became available later this year.
NBN Co. planned originally to build a fifth
internet wireless tower to cover Toodyay
townsite but switched to a fixed-line service
after it failed to negotiate a suitable nearby
hill-top site on private land.
The spokesperson said work on connecting
800 town properties to fixed lines would
begin in the final quarter of this year.
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NBN wireless coverage due by end of year marked in brown, four new towers marked black.

Stirling Terrace colour-bombed to showcase 2016 Fibre Festival
TOODYAY’S third annual Fibre Festival
on Sunday June 5 is expected to attract
hundreds of visitors thanks to an extensive
‘yarn-bombing’ campaign that has wrapped
the historic town in colour in recent months.
Every pillar and post in the Stirling Terrace

shopping precinct has been covered with
colourful – often themed – knitted yarn with
a Fibre Festival promotional flyer attached.
This year’s festival will repeat last year’s
successful formula of multiple venues, with
the popular ‘Sydney or the Bush’ Australian

Less shire cash for community groups

Continued from Page 1
ALL PROPERTIES classed as Unimproved
Value are currently rated at 0.8763c in the
dollar.
However, a recent State Government
review has caused some UV property values
to fall while others have remained static.
The biggest drop was on rural residential
or ‘lifestyle’ blocks where land valuations
fell 12.2 per cent.
Broadacre farm valuations fell 1.2 per cent,
while Morangup values remained static.
The council said rating all UV properties
the same again in 2016-17 would have
left Morangup ratepayers and – to a lesser
extent – broadacre farmers carrying a
“disproportionate share” of overall rates.
Proposed new UV rates are:
• UV General (rural residential, rural living
and smaller lots) – 1.0167c in the dollar;
• UV Rural (broadacre farms, larger lots)
– 0.9189c in the dollar; and
• UV Morangup – 0.9070c in the dollar.

The new Gross Rental Value (GRV) town
rates are planned to be:
• GRV Residential –12.6200c in the dollar
(previously 12.1925c);
• GRV Commercial – 15.0400c in the
dollar (previously 14.5307c)
• GRV Industrial – 13.7800c in the dollar
(previously 13.3170c), and
• GRV Other (Vacant and Miscellaneous
Use) – 12.6200c in the dollar (previously
12.1925c).
The 3.5 per cent increase aims to raise
$6.2 million, compared with $5.9 million
previously.
Cr Dow said an anticipated 3.9 per cent
increase in revenue included hiugher rates
income from new buildings on vacant blocks.
The planned new differential rates have
to be advertised for public comment – more
details in Our Shire News, Page 17.
The shire’s 2016-17 budget is expected to
be finalised at its July monthly meeting.
Editorial Page 4

Bakery puts Toodyay on national map

Continued from Page 1
JASON won silver for the vegetarian pastie
variety and picked up another three silver
medals and one bronze in the pie section.
Two of the three silver medals were
awarded in the gourmet section where Jason
produced an African Lamb Berbere and a
Madras Curry Goat pie, while his third silver
was in the plain minced beef section.
To add icing to the cake – or gravy to the
pie – apprentice chef Jessy Knight picked
up a silver medal in the traditional meat pie
section.
Jessy didn’t bake specifically for the
competition and his entry came when Jason
checked the quality of a batch of pies,
realised they were prize winners, froze some
of the batch and entered them on Jessy’s
behalf.
Jason stressed the importance of teamwork
and explained that all 21 bakery staff
members worked in harmony to achieve the
results.
The pastie competition result was not clean
cut, and this year’s judging produced two
gold medal winners.
A tie-breaker ultimately determined that
Toodyay makes the best pasties.
Entrants must provide three pasties which,

in the event of a tie, are subjected to further
examination which includes dissection,
heating to release aromas and a taste test.
Toodyay won on all counts.
A total of 292 bakeries entered the contest,
and to win against those odds is no mean feat.
When considering the advantage that
Eastern State bakers have by being able
to deliver their entries personally to the
competition, Jason’s win becomes even more
remarkable.
Interstate entries have to be frozen and
posted by special mail the week before
the judging, which puts WA at a distinct
disadvantage.
Jason praised Sally Martin at the Toodyay
Post Office for organising the difficult task.

Toodyay’s national award-winning pasty

outback-heritage show, shearing displays and
fibre-producing animals in Stirling Park.
The Memorial Hall will host fashion shows,
fibre stalls, workshops and demonstrations.
The CWA Hall will have quilting displays
by the Mundaring Nutters and the Toodyay
Ratbags will display craft and quilting
displays at St Stephens Church.

Music will be performed by ‘Wheels’ and
‘Love N Hart’, and there will be a free Mad
Hatters competition for ‘hand-made hats of
all shapes and sizes’, with a parade, judging
and prizes for adults’ and children’s entries
at 1.30pm in the Memorial Hall.
The festival runs from 10am-3.30pm, gold
coin entry; free for people wearing a mad hat.
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Tightening the belt
TOODYAY ratepayers will be relieved to
learn that their next rates bill is likely to
increase by less than originally intended
because local people are hurting from the
State’s ongoing economic downturn.
The mining boom is over, jobs have
disappeared and money is becoming
increasingly scarce.
Two prominent Stirling Terrace
businesses have closed down and some
other traders are struggling.
There are few job vacancies in Toodyay
except for occasional casual shifts in
the town’s cafes and supermarket, and
some local skilled workers have been
unemployed for several months.
Whether you own your own property or
rent, times are tough.
On top of this, WA motorists have just
been slugged an extra $99 for annual
vehicle registrations, while official land
values on Toodyay’s rural “lifestyle”
subdivisions have fallen 12.2 per cent.
The good news is that next year’s shire
rates will increase by 3.5 per cent overall
instead of the 6.5 per cent planned in 2013.
The bad news is there will be less money
in the council kitty for what Toodyay Shire
President David Dow calls “unnecessary
spending” and “community requests”.
The hard reality is that council finances
are no different to household budgets – if
you ain’t got it, you can’t spend it.
How this will affect the shire’s generosity
to Toodyay’s many volunteer community
organisations will be revealed in the shire’s
next budget, which is due to go to the
council in July.
The flip side of that coin is that the shire
will need to be much more careful how it
spends ratepayers’ money and at the same
time remove as many barriers as possible to
local economic growth and development.
That includes not delaying planning
applications unnecessarily – time is money
– and ensuring that every shire dollar
spent is done so in a way that is justifiable,
transparent and accountable.
That includes the WA Supreme Court
case against two former shire leaders now
well into its second year with undisclosed
legal costs of at least $100,000.
The court has already cast serious doubt
on whether the case is “cost effective”
(March Herald Page 1) and the shire will
have much to answer for if the outcome
leaves ratepayers in the red.
Volunteer community organisations hit
by new budget restrictions foreshadowed
by Cr Dow may find that hard to swallow.
Michael Sinclair-Jones
Editor

Family law
DeFacto Relationships
* Separation
* Child Support/Maintenance
* Divorce
* Property Settlement
* Contact/Residence - Children
* Restraining Orders
* Prenuptial Agreements - Binding
Financial Agreements
* Legal Aid Accepted
Discounted rate for initial 1 hour
consultation.
Now seeing clients at:

Sarah Somers

Barrister & Solicitor
85 Fitzgerald Street, Northam
(offices of Mayberry Hammond)

Telephone: 9622 9687

The Toodyay Herald invites you to have
your say in our letters page. Please
email your correspondence to news@
toodyayherald.com.au with your full name,
address and phone number. Letters that are
short, sharp and to the point about topical
local issues are preferred. The Herald
reserves the right to edit letters for length.

The way we were – this photo taken around 1957 shows the former 1874 Mechanics’ Institute building – now Toodyay Public Library –
in Stirling Terrace which was used from 1927-59 as the office and meeting chambers for the Toodyay Road Board, forerunner of today’s
Toodyay Shire Council. The local government offices moved in 1959 to the Old Courthouse in Fiennes Street. Photo: Shire of Toodyay
Museum; information Toodyay Historical Society – the society is keen to hear from anyone who can identify the girl in the photo.

letters
What’s good for the goose…
WHY does our shire president think it’s
ironic (‘Our Shire News’, last month’s
Herald) that the shire needs to issue building
permits for its own works on shire property?
Why should the Shire of Toodyay be above
its own rules and regulations?
Perhaps the shire is afraid someone might
object under heritage considerations, like the
ridiculous resistance to security screens on
the bottle-shop windows in Stirling Terrace.
Anyway, on behalf of everyone who has
been frustrated by delays over petty issues
when seeking planning or building permits,
let’s hope the shire has to suffer the same.
If that happens, the shire can always hold
a little-publicised meeting at short notice to
push something through – they seem to be
good at that.
Lawrence Haywood
Bejoording

Red tape hits sour note
REGARDING the letter from Adam Harris
‘Harpist red-taped out’, (Toodyay Herald,
April, 2016) it is disappointing to see that
‘rules and regulations’ mean that Adam will
not be playing his Celtic harp outside IGA.
I did always rather enjoy listening to him
and his music did add to the ambience of the
area.
Oh, and yes, Adam, I did get my swimming
pool sorted. All the best for the future.
Geoff Brown
Toodyay

Safe haven invaded
AS THE wife of a Toodyay Men’s Shed
member, I am sad and disgusted that the
Men’s Shed was again burgled last month.
Why I ask?
Shed members of all ages thought they had
a safe haven to enjoy the friendship of their
fellow man.
They meet on Mondays and Thursdays
in a community organisation that tries
desperately to bring others together to foster
‘blokes supporting blokes’.
The members also promote the community
they live in and help those when they can.
The Shed itself is due to the generosity of
a wonderful friend in Toodyay who felt that
it was an ideal place for men to share their
beliefs and stories of years gone by – and are
here now to help those in need.
Unfortunately, some people do not have
the values or commitment to be a part of an
organisation that will help people who, for
whatever reason, are in need.
We need the Toodyay Men’s Shed.
Our community is ageing faster than we
all thought, and we older people think of life
ahead.
We need to consider downsizing to

a smaller and quieter place, a smaller
acreage and perhaps take those dancing
shoes out of the closet to bring back
memories of togetherness and sharing with
the community.
But, and it is a big but, we certainly don’t
need yobbos from elsewhere to come to our
town and destroy what we have.
We need the freedom and opportunity to
be part of a growing community and enjoy
each and everyone we come in contact with.
Above all, we need to foster our community
organisations and help the Toodyay Men’s
Shed to succeed.
Di Roberts
Toodyay

Golden Oldies pave the way
IN RESPONSE to Monika and Peter’s
letter in last month’s Herald, Toodyay is a
beautiful place to retire in – it is an historical
town and I am proud to live here.
Most elderly people are still doing volunteer
work for lots of various groups and keep the
town busy without asking for anything.
We don’t need to lower kerbs or have more
retirement villages as there is always help if
needed.
We still have our identities and are not old
fogies who need help to cross the road.
If you dust your place, there are no
cobwebs.
“No dogs because they can endanger older
feeble people” is the wrong attitude.
If you have a dog, you should know how
to look after it.
So please have some respect for our Golden
Oldies – they have paved your way.
I am one of the Golden Oldies.
Ida Edwards
Toodyay

Herald all at sea on turtle
THE TURTLE described in May’s Toodyay
Herald is in fact a tortoise.
Tortoises are freshwater species – turtles
only inhabit the seas of the world.
So, unless Toodyay is on the coast, how
can it ever be that a long-necked tortoise is

a ‘long-necked turtle’?
Yes, your great paper is read far and wide
– over 100km from your delightful town.
J.M. and R.E. Knight
Cunderdin
ED – Python Watch author Desrae Clarke
assures us that the reptile featured in last
month’s Herald was indeed a turtle.

Picking pollies and mushies
IT’S CURIOUS that mushrooms and
elections are popping up at the same time.
The process of picking a non-toxic
specimen in the field or at the polling booth
isn’t easy.
It can be a dangerous undertaking for the
uninitiated.
Poisonous mushrooms – and perhaps
some politicians – come in three types:
ones that will kill you; ones that will make
you seriously ill and ones that give you
hallucinations.
Mushrooms and politicians often look like
something they are not, so picking them
without serious consideration and knowledge
can end badly.
If toxic politicians came with in-built
phenolic compounds that smell like hospital
disinfectants – like those in the poisonous
yellow-staining group of mushrooms – it
would make candidate selection a lot safer.
We’re off to pick a new Federal
Government on July 2, so arm yourself with
a comprehensive field guide before you make
your selection.
Ieva Tomsons - Gidgegannup

More Moondyne magic
CONGRATULATIONS yet again to
the Toodyay community for welcoming
everyone who visited the town for last
month’s Moondyne Festival.
It was an absolutely great day.
My wife and I thoroughly enjoy our
overnight stay every year and are already
looking forward to next year.
Frank and Kerry Cherry
South Lake
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Locals charged over Men’s Shed thefts

SEVERAL local people have been charged
after the theft of a large quantity of tools and
equipment in two burglaries at the Toodyay
Men’s Shed in recent months.
The charges followed a vehicle being
stopped by police in Northam within two
days of last month’s second burglary.
The vehicle was occupied by a Toodyay
man and woman known to police and was
found to contain power tools stolen from the
second burglary.
As a result, local police executed a search
warrant on a Toodyay house and found more
stolen property, including most of the tools
stolen in the second burglary.
It included hand tools such as drills, planers
and jigsaws donated by Ryobi to replace gear
stolen in the first burglary after Bunnings
heard about the theft on ABC Radio and
sought help from suppliers.
Drugs were also found in the police raid.
“We were really chuffed with the local
police response,” Toodyay Men’s Shed
spokesperson Phil Roberts said.
“We’d like in particular to thank Toodyay
Const. Jim Moore for his efforts in getting
our stuff back.”
Mr Roberts said police were able to return
about 90 per cent of the donated tools – worth
about $1000 – stolen in the second burglary
and a small amount of gear from the first,
including boxes of router bits and drills
worth a total of about $500.
However, other major items stolen from
the first robbery – welders, generators, a big
trailer and other equipment worth a total of
about $16,000 – are still missing.
Police inquiries are continuing.

FB post, then knifepoint heist
LOCAL police are again appealing to local
people who post suspicious activity on
Facebook to also tell local police after a
motorist was allegedly held at knifepoint
on Toodyay Road near Sandplain Road last
month.

The abandoned stolen vehicle.

The incident, which was reported in a
statewide police media alert, occurred when
a motorist driving on Toodyay Road about
4.10am saw a blue Ford Fiesta car crashed
near Sandplain Road and stopped to see if
anyone needed help.
Nobody was at the scene so the motorist
continued to drive towards Toodyay and
when he saw a man and woman walking the
same way, stopped to offer them a lift.
The pair opened two of the car’s passenger
doors and the man allegedly produced a
knife and demanded the driver get out of the
vehicle, which he did.
The pair then got in and drove off.
Another motorist arrived soon after and
drove the victim to Toodyay Police Station.
The first motorist’s vehicle was found
abandoned soon after in Bolgart.
Toodyay police chased down and arrested
the male offender in Bolgart and handed him
over to Wheatbelt detectives in Northam for
questioning.
A 28-year-old Balga man was later charged
with two counts of aggravated burglary, three
of armed robbery, one of attempted stealing
and one of giving false details to police.
Police inquiries were continuing to identify
the woman believed to be involved in the
incident.
Toodyay police chief Sgt Warren Conder
said the car-jacking may have been avoided if
people who posted on Facebook the previous
night that the stolen blue Ford Fiesta was
seen being driven suspiciously in Sandplain
Road had called police.
“This happens a lot but we can’t be
everywhere at once or checking Facebook
24/7,” Sgt Conder said.
“All we ask is that if people have the
time to post something they have seen on
Facebook to also take a moment to call police
and maybe help stop a serious crime.”

Car hits truck on Toodyay Road
A WOMAN was lucky to escape serious
injury when a car she was driving (pictured
above right) collided with an empty truck
coming the other way at 8am on Toodyay
Road near Bailup Road last month.
The woman was driving towards Toodyay
with the sun in her eyes when police believe
her car drifted to the centre of the road on a
left bend and into the path of the oncoming
truck and dog trailer.
The truck driver took evasive action to
avoid a head-on smash and the woman’s car
veered into the side of the trailer and struck
its front wheels.
The front of the car was extensively
damaged on the driver’s side but she escaped
serious injury and was taken to Midland
hospital with minor bruises.

A woman had a lucky escape when her car (above) hit the trailer (below) of an on-coming
truck. Evasive action by the truck driver averted a potentially deadly head-on collision.

The truck’s trailer (pictured above) was
also damaged.
Police inquiries are continuing.

Hungry kids’ smash ’n’ grab
POLICE believe children used rocks to
smash glass and gain entry to the Cursed
Café in Charcoal Lane and the Shire of
Toodyay Tip Shop in Railway Road last
month.
Cakes and soft drinks were stolen from
the café but other valuable items were left
untouched, while nothing appeared to have
been stolen from the Tip Shop.
Both burglaries occurred overnight.

Free police ID to beat theft
LOCAL residents are being invited to borrow
marking equipment from Toodyay Police
Station to help identify their property in
case of theft.
“We have an engraver and other techniques
that local people are welcome to use for
free,” Sgt Conder said.
“It helps police to identify stolen property
when it is recovered.
“For instance, tools and equipment stolen
from Toodyay Men’s Shed was marked
‘TMS’.”
Sgt Conder said people could either borrow
marking equipment from the police station in
Stirling Terrace or make an appointment to
bring their property in to mark it themselves
or have police do it for them.
“A lot of equipment gets stolen from
farms and we want to ensure it can be easily
traced,” Sgt Conder said.

The nine-day WA segment – Perth to
Canberra via Sydney – will again be led by
WA Police Commissioner Karl O’Callaghan.
Sgt Conder aims to raise $5000 and hopes
more Toodyay donors will join several who
have already chipped in to help him reach
the target.
His fundraising website says:
“I am a father of three children, the
youngest being seven years old.
“Currently the officer in charge at Toodyay
Police which is a wonderful little town north
east of Perth.
“The Wall 2 Wall 2016 will be my fourth
attempt at raising well-needed funds for our
sick children.
“After many years in the job and seeing
some horrible sights, some involving
children, I am again driven towards this
charity and the outstanding work it does to
help our children.
“Please help me help them, as some don’t
have a voice to ask for help.”
Donations can be made online to:
thewalltowall2016.everydayhero.com/au/
warren-conder which displays donors’ names
(unless marked anonymous) and supporting
comments.

Toodyay backs marathon ride
TOODYAY Lions and Toodyay Op Shop
have each donated $1000 to the Police Bright
Blue Fund for which Sgt Conder will cross
the Nullarbor on his motorcycle to raise
funds for sick children.
September ’s annual ‘Wall 2 Wall’
fundraising motorcycle ride to Canberra
by police in all states will be Sgt Conder’s
fourth.

Drew McAuley (right) presents a $1000
Lions cheque to Toodyay police chief Sgt
Warren Conder for his marathon charity
motorcycle ride from Perth to Canberra via
Sydney in September.

THE TOODYAY HERALD June 2016 Page 7

emergency services
Preparation is name of the game
Julimar Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Alison Wroth
THE SEASON could not have started off
better for our farmers and what is not green
now will soon be germinating after this
wonderful autumn rain.
As we all know though, rainfall brings
overgrowth of weeds and grasses around the
area on roadsides, reserves and around the
home.
Unless this growth is quickly brought under
control by the use of spraying, weeding or
other method, in the lead-up to summer we
will start using the term ‘fuel’ to describe the
grass and weeds.
Please keep this in mind as you watch the
weeds double in size and try to keep them
under control, especially around your home.
At the Julimar Brigade it is all go for our
social gathering on Saturday June 11 and we
have received some excellent feedback from
members’ RSVPs.
I hear the food will be divine, so the casual
BBQ will be a wonderful night for catching
up and socialising.

A lot of work and effort by only a few
people has gone into organising this event
so please do your utmost to attend and make
a special night of it.
We also have another gathering to look
forward to – our AGM on Saturday June 18
following our general meeting at 6.30pm.
Please note that nominations for the AGM
positions will close at midday on Saturday
June 10 so do not delay if you want to
nominate, providing a seconder.
To make things easier a list of firefighters
and auxiliaries will be on the shed noticeboard
so you can call in on a Friday to look at the
nominations.
Please note these new email addresses for
any queries: our captain at brigadecaptain
@julimarvbfb.org.au and our secretary at
brigadesecretary@julimarvbfb.org.au.
If you have any reason to stand around a
fire and meet new people, make sure you
come to the Julimar fire shed on Julimar
Road around 5.30pm where you will meet a
great group of people who during summer
will go out of their way to save your property
if the need arises.

Trainees kit up for mock bush fire
Bejoording Volunteer Bushfire
Brigade
From the Desk of The Badger
GOOD RAINS continued in May and there
was no demand for our services which was
the breather we all hoped for.
At our May meeting it was decided to
invigorate and motivate our batch of new
recruits, especially the young ones, with a
mock bush fire using all our equipment.
Lawrence Hayward and Doug Colfer are
organising recruits who will do everything
they would have to do with a real fire.
We will use the truck, the hoses and other
equipment plus the radio room and follow
proper chains of command.
Participants will wear their full kit and
follow all safety protocols and except for

the absence of a real fire we will make it as
close to an actual event as possible.
We are planning to undertake this exercise
some time in July.
The Bejoording Volunteer Bushfire Brigade
asks you to be vigilant and careful when
lighting any fire, even in your back yard.
Remember to always plan and prepare for
fire and have a clear contingency strategy in
place should things get out of control.
Fires can be a catastrophic risk to people,
animals and property, so please take care.
Advice is free, but getting it wrong can be
expensive.
If you have any questions remember you
can contact Captain Barry Grey on 9574
2149, or the Badger on 9574 4834. Just leave
a message if we are not there.
Our next regular meeting is at the shed at
6pm on Tuesday June 21.

Pagers, phones
take a breather
over winter
Coondle-NunileVolunteer Bush Fire
Brigade
Max J Heath

Get the feel
of floating
fake fifties
Toodyay Community Safety and
Crime Prevention Association
Compiled by Desraé Clarke
A FAKE $50 note has come into the
possession of police.
When handling cash give special
attention to the size and ‘feel’ of notes
and, if in doubt, don’t accept them.
The fake note was very difficult to pick
up as ‘non-genuine’ but if you study the
photographs, with permission kindly given
by Senior Sergeant Geoff Dickson of the
Northam Police Office, you will observe
a number of discrepancies.
It is important to notify fake currency
incidents to police or CrimeStoppers as
soon as possible.
To learn more about counterfeit currency
access the following organisations:
Federal Police at afp.gov.au/policing/
counterfeit-currency at the Reserve Bank
of Australia, banknotes.rbagov.au/co/
counterfeit-detection-guide.
Toodyay Police – 9574 9995.
Crime Stoppers – 1800 333 000.

HI FROM the Coondle Nunile Bushfire
Brigade.
Another month has passed and it has been
relatively quiet with only one call out to a
tree burning on the roadside which may have
been caused by road verge burning.
It has surely been one of the quietest years
we have seen for a while but, of course, we
are still carrying our pagers and phones as
there is always the chance of a call out and
we have to be prepared.
I must admit though, Friday evening at the
shed is a far more relaxed time.
Our new captain is settling into his job,
learning the ropes and already planning the
rosters for next year.
He did have a few problems recently
though when he went to take some gear
back after the Saturday May 21 storm. When
almost at the fire shed he discovered a tree
across the drive and had to reverse his car,
complete with trailer, all the way back down
the drive.
We are still prepared. Are you?
Now is the time to plan the winter clean
up. If you are going to spray some weeds,
start planning to do so now.
How are your firebreaks? Do they need
upgrading? If so, act now.
Once again Coondle would like to say
thank you to this wonderful town for the
support of our raffle which raised $960 to put
towards the purchase of useful equipment.
Congratulations to winner Tony Dickason.
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Sandakan winners roll out swag of stories
Firewood raffle success

RSL Toodyay Sub Branch
Bruce Guthrie
DURING APRIL our two winners of the
Sandakan Scholarship travelled to Borneo
with their parents and joined other West
Australian students for the extensive 21day tour.
Prior to departure, the winners met with
their sponsors and RSL president in thanking
the sponsors for their support.
On their return they told us a little of the
experience.

Catherine Fletcher

THE Sandakan tour in which I recently
participated was an incredible trip.
I have many memories that I am sure I will
never forget.
For me, the most memorable part of the
trip was visiting the War Memorial at Labuan
Island for the Dawn Service on ANZAC Day.
The memorial was stunning, consisting of
over 4000 graves, with over 2000 of them
for unknown soldiers.
We laid poppies for the Dorizzi Brothers
and Reg Ferguson, all of whom lie in the
grave of unknown soldiers.
The cemetery is wonderfully well-kept and
a truly touching experience for anyone who
goes there.

From left: Michael McGuiness (Toodyay Dental Clinic), Ina Prior (Toodyay Op Shop), Peter
Brennan (RSL President), joint 2016 Sandakan Scholarship Tour winners Kobe Wakka and
Catherine Fletcher, Toodyay Shire Cr Therese Chitty and Kirsten Barrack (Bendigo Bank).
ours, especially, the sewage running down
Kobe Wakka
the side of the road in an open drain.
DURING my trip to Borneo, I witnessed a
I was amazed at how friendly the Sarawak
lot of eye-opening things.
and Sabah people were.
One thing I couldn’t get over was how
Muslim people are often portrayed as bad
different their way of life is compared to people in today’s society but they really
aren’t.
I was able to experience the jungle and
completed a section of the death march.
It was very hot and humid.
I now have a better understanding of
what these young soldiers went through for
our freedom, something that most of our
generation will never experience.
Planning will start soon after choosing
scholarship winners for the 2017 tour.
Thank you Catherine and Kobe for your
report on what sounds like a trip of a lifetime
for you.

Sandakan tour group during 21-day Borneo visit.

A STREET raffle held on May 13-14 for two
loads of firewood was a great success.
The winners were Julie Jenkinson and
Karen Ramsay.
The Toodyay RSL Sub-branch sincerely
thanks the community of Toodyay for their
generous support.
The funds raised will support the Sandakan
Scholarship 2017 programme.
A successful ‘help a veteran busy bee’
supported an 80-year-old veteran in need.
Eight RSL members and a volunteer fire
fighter helped deliver firewood, clean up the
yard and approaches, spray weeds and mow
down weeds.
This was a fruitful, enjoyable and rewarding
activity for all.
The veteran was delighted with the effort.
This activity was RSL helping a Vet at its
best.
Our Welfare Officer Jenny leads a busy life
supporting veterans in need.
If you know a veteran who would like or
needs support please contact us by calling
Secretary Max on 9574 2102.
RSL WA recently appointed Peter Aspinal
as interim State President until June next
year.
Thank you Graham Edwards for
your magnificent contribution to RSL.
RSL Toodyay sub branch will celebrate its
100th year centenary in October 2019.
Initial planning and discussions have
been held to formulate a programme of
celebrations.
If you have a story or memorabilia or
photographs we would like to hear from you
please.
The next general meeting of RSL will be
on Saturday July 2 at Memorial Hall at 2pm.
Please come along and share the friendship.
We wish all veterans, members and others
who may be unwell a speedy recovery.

Hard yakka puts P&C
back in the black
Toodyay District High School
Parents and Citizens Association
Wayne Fletcher
THE BEGINNING of 2015 saw the election
of a new P&C Committee.
This new-broom group hoped to rejuvenate
the P&C and strengthen its support for the
school.
Investigations into previous finances
revealed there was $19 in the bank, an
overdrawn canteen account and outstanding
taxes and superannuation debts to the Federal
Government of more than $12,000.
Faced with this disheartening situation, the
easiest thing would have been to fold but the
committee decided to go hard and try to clear
the debt.
It takes special character to work hard all
year knowing that the funds are just going
to pay off debt but work hard they did and
the result has been outstanding.
A year later the debt to the Federal
Government is down from $12,000 to less
than $3000 and there is money in the bank.
The canteen ran at a small profit; the
canteen aims to provide a service, not make
money, so that was a great success.
As well, during the year the P&C has
been able to provide funds for swimming
lessons for school students that would
otherwise have been cancelled, purchased
play equipment for pre-schoolers and carried
out maintenance and improvements around
the school.
The many catering tasks that the P&C
carries out use local suppliers, in particular
the butcher, baker and supermarket.
Local businesses are also used as sources
for grounds maintenance materials and this
all helps the community.
Of course, fundraising opportunities are
often provided by other local organisations
such as the Lions Club asking the P&C to
cater at the annual Lions Auction.
The group produced afternoon teas for the
Footy Club’s home games and the Toodyay
Race Committee provided an opportunity to
cater at the Toodyay Races.
The Toodyay Agricultural Society
contracted the P&C to help set up and
provide security for the Toodyay Show,
parking control was undertaken for the

Avon Descent Committee and catering was
provided for the Colour Party.
Add to that a few raffles and it means that
the members had a very busy year.
Special thanks must go to the Toodyay Op
Shop who raise funds through their recycling
facility in the main street and the funds
they generate are distributed to other local
community groups.
The P&C was a beneficiary to the tune of
$3000 which was greatly appreciated.What
a wonderful job the Op Shop ladies do.
The P&C will be raising funds again this
year to put towards various projects not
normally funded by the school and make the
education experience of the students a little
more stimulating.
Things like musical instruments, sporting
uniforms, play and fitness equipment and
financial assistance with excursions and
camps.
They are also trying this year to leverage
their money by applying for external funds
for a large set of exercise and playground
equipment.
If successful, this equipment will be
located on the school oval where sporting
bodies and the general public will be able
to access it.
The P&C have been approached by a local
businessman offering to donate one cent for
every dollar of his profits for the year and has
been suggested that other businesses may be
willing to follow suit.
To that end, the P&C will send a letter to
local businesses and see if they are willing
to provide some support.
While a donation to the school could
see government adjust its level of support
accordingly, a donation through the P&C will
ensure monies are distributed to worthwhile
activities at the school and will not interfere
with the conventional funding sources of the
school.
So get behind your P&C, help out at a busy
bee, come to a meeting and have your say
on where the money goes; buy a raffle ticket
or a bacon and egg burger or, sell a raffle
ticket.The P&C can use your help.
Meetings are held at the school on the
second Monday of the month during school
terms, usually at 5.30pm but please check
first.
For more details call 9574 5955.
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Bejoording makes a clean sweep in town
Bejoording Community News
The Badger

THE FIRST weekend of May was our
annual Clean Up Bejoording Day and it
was a great success.
As is now the tradition, there were three
teams of people.
The main team hit the roads in hi-vis
clothing and gloves and picked up the
rubbish from our road verges.
It never ceases to amaze me just how
much is chucked from windows of passing
vehicles – so many plastic bottles and beer
bottles.
The other two teams spent the morning
cutting timber for our shed fire pit, or
giving the shed a complete spring clean.
Thanks to everyone who turned up, the
day was a great success, and congratulations
to Mal Cox for picking up the biggest piece
of rubbish on the day.
The rest of the month has been fairly
quiet but Wednesday evenings continue to
be the social focal point of our community.
A big thank you to Darb Leonhardt who

catered for our annual Taco night.– it was
delicious.
The big storm came and went, and
it seems the worst damage was a few
branches and trees across firebreaks and
over fences.
Most of us have cleaned up our blocks
and can at least take comfort in plenty of
fresh water in our tanks.
Coming up in June is our quarterly
meeting and our annual Soup Feast, but
more of that in our next column.
Your monthly reminder. We meet every
Wednesday evening (except in January) at
the Bejoording Community Centre which
shares premises with the local Volunteer
Bush Fire Brigade in Bejoording Road.
Come along from 6pm and leave when
it suits you.
It’s strictly ‘come as you are’ casual; kids
are welcome and there are fun events every
month.
If you aren’t yet a member, we’d love to
get to know you.
For more information more you can
contact president Barry Grey on 9574
2149, or The Badger on 0414 250 484.

Mal Cox with his truck and rubbish.

Moondyne Festival Committee thanks many friends
AFTER 33 years the Moondyne Festival is
going strong.
The show’s theatrics depicting the history
of Moondyne Joe brings a highly interactive
experience which is unique to Toodyay.
Well done to those who participated.
The official opening commenced with
the Welcome to Country by Sharmaine
Miles followed by speeches from Andrew
McCann, Hon Jim Chown and concluded
with Toodyay Shire President David Dow.
There was something for everyone of all
ages and interests – whether as a spectator
watching the story of Moondyne Joe
unfolding or enjoying the displays of the
1860 Regiment, axemen, Irish dancers, art
exhibition and antique collectors fair or
listening to some favourite old bush yarns
or entering the competitions for the best
moustache or floozie.
Toodyay Community Singers enthralled

us with their repertoire, while various other
busking musicians entertained us throughout
the main street.
Participation was on many levels from
old-time children’s activities to go-carting,
the Clydesdale cart, camel rides, miniature
railway, wiggly worm and side show rides.
The Colonial Village with local bush band
was a great success including blacksmith,
blade shearer, old store and swaggie’s camp
where you could partake of swaggie stew
and damper.
Among it all the market stalls provided an
assortment of arts, crafts, specialised services
plus a variety of tantalising food.
The local performers who were major
assets to the festival and shone on the day
include: Moondyne Joe – Nathan Martin;
Joe’s gang – Kyle Ajduk, Clint Weir,
Trae Fitzgerald; Judge – Peter Robinson;
Lawyers – Michael Sinclair Jones, Stan

Scott; Policemen – Chris Norrish, Austin
Logan, Alex Haysom and Mayor – Richard
Wilkinson.
Not forgetting other local and regular
characters who added that extra spark
of colour to the event: The Undertaker,
Convict, Organ-grinder, Floozies, Swaggies,
Temperance Ladies, School Teacher, Father
Brown, Governor and Lady, Blind Joe and
the Sherlock Holmes Society.
A very big thank you to those wonderful
members of the public who made an extra
effort and came along in costume.
Credit as always for the event’s success is
attributed to those people who make up the
Moondyne Festival Committee.
Their hard work, resilience and tenacity
made the festival possible.
It was the Moondyne committee’s intention
this year to involve local organisations.
We are pleased that this happened and hope

to encourage more next year.
Volunteers on the morning of setting up
Moondyne were an invaluable help and thank
you for your happy and efficient assistance.
Financially the event was supported by:
Shire of Toodyay; Toodyay and Districts
Bendigo Community Bank; Healthways –
act, belong, commit; LotteryWest; Tourism
WA; Regional Events Scheme; Royalties for
Regions and, RoadWise.
Other local sponsors include: Toodyay
Festivals Inc; Grove Wesley Design Art;
IGA; Makit Hardware; Freemasons Hotel
and Victoria Hotel.
The behind-the-scenes people/businesses
who provide access to power and
encouragement, thank you.
Thank you everyone.
The Moondyne Festival Committee
Jasmin, Helen, Liz, Rebecca, Roz and Taia
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CWA to celebrate cevapcici and all things Croatian

Country Women’s Association
Elizabeth Mansom
WHAT a wonderful example of community
mindedness Moondyne is and heaps of fun
from start to finish – well done, Toodyay.
Last month’s craft day saw the return of
knitted squares of yarn distributed in April.
Desrae excelled with 32 which is enough
for two 1m by 1m knee rugs, the size required
by Wheelchairs for Kids which is the charity
we are knitting for.
The June craft day will have added
enjoyment as we have invited our sister city
branch, Bayswater, to join us for lunch which
will feature Croatian dishes.

Each year CWA studies a different country
and this year it is Croatia.
Judith, our president, has promised a prize
for the best-dressed ‘Croatian’ lady so we
have been turning out our wardrobes and
combing the op shops for suitable articles.
Gynaecologic oncologist Dr Stuart
Salfinger from St John of God Hospital,
will visit Toodyay on Friday June 17 for the
Cancer Council and speak at the CWA Hall
from 10.30am until noon.
You are asked to arrive at 10am and there
will be free morning tea and prizes.
The Cancer Council says Dr Salfinger has
given many community talksand is very
flexible with topics.

He has suggested addressing current
concerns about ovarian cancer screening,
genetics and changes in ovarian and cervical
cancer.
Dr Salfinger says such community events
often become more of a Q&A session.
Please join us for an important health
education session
June is our anniversary month and we plan
to celebrate our 89th birthday at the monthly
meeting with a special cake for afternoon tea.
Perhaps it’s time to start thinking of how to
celebrate our big 9-oh which is sure to arrive
in what feels like less than a year and have
us scrambling.
Have you been to the exhibition about

women in the Newcastle Goal Museum?
When you go, look for the CWA feature.
In late May we gathered to assemble
morning tea boxes which were delivered to
those who ordered from our members the
previous week.
Thank you for helping us help an excellent
cause.
CWA meets at 1pm on the fourth Thursday
of the month in the CWA Hall next to the
Garden Centre in Stirling Terrace, Toodyay.
There is plenty of parking in Charcoal
Lane, with disabled access from Charcoal
Lane down the side of the hall.
Hall bookings are being taken by Glenys
Clabaugh on 9574 5110 or 0427 478 325.

Eagles jumper in quiz auction
Toodyay Youthcare Council
(School Chaplaincy)
Vivienne Freeman, Secretary
A QUIZ night in support of the school
chaplaincy program will be held at 7pm on
Saturday June 25 at the Baptist Church on
Stirling Terrace.
Entry is $10 per person payable on the
night with tables of eight. Bookings are
essential at freeos@iinet.net.au or 9574 4915
(Vivienne).
There will be lots of prizes, including a
$200 prize from RoadWise and the winning
table will receive $160.
We will hold an auction of goods supplied
from near and far and are delighted to

announce a silent auction for a West Coast
Eagles signed jumper.
A wood raffle/stall will be held on Friday
June 10 and Saturday June 11.
Our chaplain, Robyn Sinclair organised an
open-breakfast club on the first Monday of
second term.
About 75 students joined us before the
start of the school day and it was great to
have some of the parents present as well.
The following office bearers were reelected at our AGM: chairperson, Max
Heath; deputy chairperson, David Street;
treasurer, Ray Jackson; and secretary,
Vivienne Freeman.
Again, thank you Toodyay community for
your ongoing support of school chaplaincy.

Bus clocks up 300,000km
Toodyay Community Bus
Di Roberts, Secretary

MY THOUGHT for this month is the “team
spirit” we have here in Toodyay.
Not only with the community organisations,
but with the dads and mums who give
up their time during the week and on the
weekends to take their children to practice
sport, games and other events.
I applaud you all – you have shown so
much in your endeavours and need to be
rewarded in fostering these youngsters who
wish to participate.
Our bus the ‘Cheeky One’ has been
involved the past few weeks, not only with
the shire taking councillors to view our roads
for the betterment of the community, but also
to allow our councillors to be involved with
what is needed for the town’s future.
Good on you shire – a bouquet and a better
understanding of what is needed.
The Tidy Towns Committee decided it
was “not in their jurisdiction” but other
communities may consider hiring the bus
to take folks who wished to be involved to
clean up part of Red Hill – the dastardly road
which is always flying with litter.
Who cares? Toodyay does.
So a wonderful group on Saturday May 14
shared the bus to venture forth and pick up
the ghastly litter that was strewn around.

Success, we believe so, but other shires
must think about how they, within their own
local government, can stop the litter.
Congratulations to all those who ventured
forth on a misty day but by all accounts it
was successful.
As I write this column the “Cheeky Bus”
is gearing up for the annual craft event at
the Perth Convention Centre and the Friday
Craft Group are on the trail again.
Gosh I hope every seat has been taken.
Then the myriads of goods they have
bought will have to be put on a trailer if
requested.
Don’t know whether to give them
chocolates or aspirin for the trip home.
I am sure the bus will need hearing aids
after this lot.
I write with a bit of levity, but a serious
thought at the moment.
Our Chairman, Jeff decided that he would
give everyone a huge fright, by being gallant
and brave with a suspected heart attack
which eventually presented as pneumonia.
Get well Jeff, we miss your wit and
wisdom.
So dear folks, life is so precious when you
come to the understanding that getting old or
older is the pits.
Just ask the ‘Cheeky Bus’, as her mileage
is now more than 300,000km and is she
complaining? – never.

Stalwart volunteer Bel Rowe hands the first slice of cake to WA Nationals MP Shane Love.

Piggy trots out to thank
our local volunteers

Toodyay Community Resource
Centre
THANK A Volunteer Day in the Courtyard
Garden was a fabulous event for our
wonderful volunteers and we thank all who
assisted on the day.
Bendigo Piggy was there handing out
volunteer lapel pins and with loads of food
and refreshments on clear sunny day we
enjoyed the beautiful classical background
music that Naomi Millett played on her
guitar.
Shire President David Dow and local
WA Nationals MP Shane Love thanked
everyone and emphasised the importance of
appreciating local volunteers.
Bel Rowe was given the honour of cutting

our cake this year. Bel is one of our founding
members of the Toodyay Community
Resource Centre and is still giving her time
every week here at the centre coordinating
the three CCCs (Coffee, Crochet & Chat
every Tuesday).
Shane Love was in with the first big cake
slice as was Bendigo Piggy who was finding
it a bit difficult and so we kept a piece for
later.
Volunteering is a fabulous way to meet
people socially and with this year’s theme
of you give happy, you live happy.
A big thank you must go to Toodyay and
Districts Bendigo Community Bank and the
shire for their partnership with the Toodyay
Community Resource Centre in sponsoring
this annual event.
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People power
gets $13m for
Toodyay Road
TOODYAY ROAD is a big winner in
a record $145 million spend from the
State Government’s Road Trauma Trust
Account.
Nearly $13 million will be used to
upgrade Toodyay Road, with $10 million
for upgrades to the Lilydale and Stoneville
Road junctions and a further $2.8 million
at Jimperding Brook Bridge for roadshoulder widening and sealing, intersection
upgrades and bridge works.
Local WA Nationals Party MP Shane
Love said he welcomed last month’s State
Budget funding announcement and said it
would help reduce the high number of fatal
traffic accidents on local regional roads.
It follows the findings of a nine-month
Wheatbelt Highway Safety Review of
crashes on Toodyay Road, Great Eastern
Highway and Great Southern Highway
between Chidlow and York.
Mr Love said the money for Toodyay
Road was a remarkable result given that
the road was initially dropped from the
review – it showed how community action
could achieve results.
“Statistics such as the 20 serious crashes
on Toodyay Road between 2009 and
2013 in which five people were killed
and 19 people were seriously injured are
absolutely unacceptable,” Mr Love said.
“WA Road Safety Minister Liza Harvey
has promised significant upgrades for
Toodyay Road – I look forward to seeing
the works underway.”
Mr Love also welcomed a State Budget
allocation of $2.1 million for the AvonLink
Enhancement Project.
The Royalties for Regions-funded
project has seen an extra nine weekly
return services and special services such
as for last month’s Moondyne Festival.
The new AvonLink timetable was
launched for a trial period in December
2014 and has yet to be evaluated.
Mr Love commended the Toodyay
AvonLink Support Group for promoting
the train service and investigating feeder
services from nearby towns such as
Goomalling.

A healthy crop of lupins, which are a form of legume. Lupins are a staple diet for stock and can be milled for human consumption.

Society takes the pulse of legumes

The Toodyay Agricultural Society
Alison Wroth
WELCOME to the ‘International Year of
the Pulse’.
We are not talking of the blood pumping
pulse in this case, but agriculturally speaking;
any grain legumes are generally referred to as
‘pulses’ and farmers generally produce them
in huge quantities for local consumption that
eventually end up in our soup bowls and
casseroles.
Pulses are split peas, black beans, lupins,
peas, chick peas, lentils and mung beans to
name a few.
The pulse industry is one of Australian
agriculture’s success stories, becoming one
of the world’s largest exporters of pulses.
Our Agricultural Steward, Kevin
Hutchings, is growing a display of all the
varieties of pulses that he can find.
They will all be on display in the Wool
Pavilion in the Agriculture Section and are
definitely something to see.
Now kids, to give you the heads up; due
to this year being the ‘International Year of
the Pulse’, our committee has decided that
for this year only, we will add some extra
classes to the children’s sections that are
based around pulses.
So if you are eligible to enter in the
following age sections of: 13 years and
under, 10 years and under, or seven years
and under; you will find a class for a collage,
using a variety of pulses.
So let your imagination go wild.
The collage can be of anything, as long as
it is made of pulses.

For a bit of motivation, we have found
wonderful sponsors in the town who have
made available a $25.00 first prize in each
class for this collage.
Think of the rides you can go on with
$25.00.
Now is the time of year for all our farmers
to remember at shearing time to keep back
a prizewinning fleece or two to enter in the
show.
The wool section and the classes never
change so you can refer to an older show
schedule if you have a query but if you
want to speak to the steward, just give Colin
Kendall a call a/h on 9574 4703 or 0427 846
043 for a bit of motivation about entering in
October and what you need to do.
Sheep farmers should also think the same
as, each year, our numbers seem to dwindle
and we rely on the regulars to fill the pens.
There is nothing like a bit of friendly
competition, especially in the fat lambs or
the pen of 3 wethers; have a think, take a bit
of time and give the regulars who usually
win the prizes and prize money a bit of
competition.
Call steward Rodney Chitty 9574 4274 if
you have any queries.
Another livestock section that has been
struggling for entries in recent years is Cattle.
This section has only been kept going
by the dedication of a couple of society
members entering their cattle year after
year and the motivation of the committee
members to not let the once thriving cattle
section die a slow death.
So, if you are interested in cattle breeds
or you have a commercial mob with a

few yearlings that could qualify for the
competition this year, contact the steward
Daniel Wood on 0418 771 665 if you have
any queries.
We are also considering getting an auction
running at the show selling the trade cattle
displayed on the day. Please contact us if you
are interested.
Anyone with turkeys out there, who thinks
that they are better than just Christmas
dinner; we now have a Best Exhibit Trophy
for the turkey alone.
The turkey is such a large bird and such a
huge effort goes into bringing him/her into
the show, that the winner definitely deserves
a trophy and prize money.
If you have any queries, contact stewards
Imre Unvary on 0418 949 962 or Peter Street.
I hope I’ve given you something to think
about.
See you next month to talk ‘Show’.

Bolgart boy
scores gold
REGAN CLARKE from Bolgart recently
competed in the National State Hockey
Championships under-15 boys gold team in
Woollongong.
This team finished fourth overall in the
competition after some tough competition
from Queensland, NSW and Victoria.
Regan was formerly a player with the
Calingiri Junior Hockey Team which is part
of the Mortlock Hockey Association.

Toodyay Agricultural Show
The Toodyay Agricultural Society Inc is seeking Expressions of Interest
from local Community Groups, Community Organisations, Businesses or Individuals to undertake the following Show tasks;

Assisting with set up of facilities & equipment from 9.30am on Friday 7 October
Assisting with the dismantling of facilities & equipment from 7am on Sunday 9 October
Bar (organisation/operation) from midday to 9pm on Saturday 8 October
Cleaning of grounds from 7am on Sunday 9 October
Cleaning of oval after 4pm on Sunday 9 October (conclusion of Equestrian Events)
Cleaning of the Exhibition Hall & Lee Steere Pavilion, prior to Monday 3 October
External Parking (Toodyay/Connor/Jubilee Streets) from 7am on Saturday 8 October
Gate Traffic Management from 4.30pm to 8pm on Saturday 8 October
Gates (organisation/manning) from 6am to 4.30pm on Saturday 8 October
Grounds Caretakers, from 8pm on Friday 7 October to 6am on Saturday 8 October
Pavilion Tearooms (operation) from 10am to 4pm on Saturday 8 October
Pavilion Tearooms (operation) from 10am to 4pm on Sunday 9 October
Removal of horse manure outside arena after 4pm on Sunday 9 October
Youth Hall Kitchen (operation, light snacks only) from 10am to 4pm on Saturday 8 October

163rd
Show
get
involved

Monetary remuneration will be donated to the group/s or person/s undertaking the activities, all interested parties are requested to submit their
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST IN WRITING clearly stating which task they would like to undertake along with the proposed donation required. For more
information duty statements are available upon request, please note, the lowest donation may not necessarily be the offer accepted.
The CLOSING DATE for Expressions of Interest is 10th JUNE 2016
All correspondence to: The Secretary, Toodyay Agricultural Society Inc.
(M) PO Box 362, Toodyay WA 6566 ~ (E) toodyayagsociety@gmail.com ~ (P) 0476 918 601

Saturday 8 October 2016 ~ Toodyay Showgrounds
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A-frames, love-ins and another literary gem

Bat in the Belfy
Geoff Appleby
THOSE of you who have been waiting with
bated breath to know if Toodyay’s new
butcher can have his A-frame advertising
sign on the street will be relieved to hear
that he can – conditionally for six months.
April’s council meeting referred the matter
to a May 10 council forum to examine
Section 5 of Local Planning Policy 20
which “provides guidance and controls to
development within the Central Toodyay
Heritage Area”.
The policy says signs must be “visually
subservient” to the building to which they
are attached and should be attached to the
buildings.
Hence a variation is needed for a freestanding A-frame, though I suppose there
will still be a need for it to be “subservient”.
The notion of an advertising sign being
subservient to a building is a strange one.
The machinations to which the council
subjects itself in order to adopt a new policy
or amend existings one are hard to fathom.
A-frames have been a bone of contention
for several years and last month’s forum
consulted a NSW Coffs Harbour City
Council policy document for guidance.
During the subsequent council debate, Cr
Sally Craddock sought to require a heritage
adviser to be consulted when changes to LPP
20 Section 5 (Signage) are considered.
However, Shire President David Dow ruled
her “out of order” because it was not relevant
to the business before the Chair.
He suggested she put her proposal to a
policy review later in the year.
While our councillors are still not yet fully
wedded to the concept, the butcher was
allowed 9-0 to join the baker in being able
to advertise his wares – lucky we don’t have
a candlestick maker in the Heritage precinct.
Earlier, the council voted 8-0 – with Cr
Sally Craddock temporarily absent – to adopt
its “Age Friendly Community Plan” which
was released for public comment in April.
I won’t bore you by revisiting what was
covered in the April Herald but suffice to say
it still contains such literary gems as “The
planning model used for this Plan consists
of a four step solution process which has

ultimately produced an informing strategy
with and complementary to the Shire of
Toodyay’s Strategic Community Plan.”
Good luck to any senior citizens trying to
work that one out for themselves.
It was good news for the 2016 Toodyay
Fibre Festival – councillors voted 8-0 to
grant it $2500 to help offset the cost of this
year’s event on Sunday June 5, with Cr
Paula Greenway declaring an interest in the
item and leaving the chamber while it was
discussed and voted on.
An application for a goat farm to produce
cheese on a 17-hectare site on the ToodyayNortham Road at Dumbarton got conditional
approval in another 9-0 vote.
It will house 60-80 milking goats and
includes a comprehensive environmental
management plan.
Conditions were applied to manure
disposal and a requirement to obtain a shire
permit to operate a food business.
Councillors also voted 9-0 to approve a
new block paver manufacturing business in
the Extracts Industrial area at Dumbarton
after no complaints were received from 11
neighbouring landowners.
Cr Rob Welburn said he supported such
businesses in the industrial area.
Austral Bricks made a tentative move to
test the shire’s reaction to a clay extraction
site on Morangup Road.
Austral has to tread a fine line between
three jurisdictions in which the Federal
Government assesses the entire extraction
area irrespective of other approvals, and a
State Government clearing permit process
takes into account any approvals issued by
local government.
Mr Scott said the council was being asked
merely to offer encouragement for Austral to
proceed with its application in the knowledge
that the shire would agree to consider the
issue.

Councillors voted 9-0 to advise Austral that
it will consider a single planning approval,
which would require extractive industry
licences.
Housekeeping matters of approvals for
money already spent by the shire and
associated paperwork were cleared without
any notable fuss.
However, the council then approved yet
another jargon-laden report on the “Shire of
Toodyay’s participation in the Department of
Local Government and Communities Better
Practice Review Program.
Mr Scott recommended it be accepted and
that recognition of the shire for current sound
practices focussed on improvement, and
opportunities for continuous improvement
within areas be noted.
I can’t speak for others, but this Bat would
suggest that the shire’s performance would
improve if the administration drafted its own
documents in plain English without public
service double-speak, incomprehensible
gobbledygook and hackneyed plagiarisation.

Best seats on bus
NEXT CAME the time to choose the lucky
ones to get the best seats on the bus for the
WA Local Government Association’s annual
general meeting – a three-day love-in at the
Perth Convention Centre where councillors
from all round WA get together to let their
hair down at ratepayers’ expense and make
important decisions.
Cr Rayner suggested Shire President David
Dow and Deputy President Therese Chitty
go, with he and Cr Welburn as back-ups –
there was no objection.
Cr David Dow will move the following
Toodyay proposal at the WALGA conference:
“That all new legislation, regulation
or quasi-regulation imposed on Local
Government be accompanied by an
independent regulatory impact assessment
including the opportunity for input from the
Local Government sector”.
I assume this results from a State
Government project to launch its
Reinvigorating Regulatory Reform Project
which purports to cut red tape.
It occurs to me that if the object of the
exercise is to reduce red tape, wouldn’t
requiring extra paperwork increase it?
And now for something completely
different.
During the past few months, the Federal
Government-owned corporation building
Australia’s new National Broadband
Network high-speed internet service has
erected several lofty communications towers
in various parts of the shire.
Cr Chitty suggested that Toodyay would
benefit further if Telstra could also use the
towers to carry mobile phone signals.
Telstra is our shire’s main mobile phone
service provider but 15 areas have been
identified as ‘black spots’ where mobile
coverage is very weak or non-existent.
Cr Chitty moved that the shire ask Telstra
to consider using the new NBN towers
to expand its mobile phone coverage to
cover the black spots, and for the CEO to
report back to the council’s next meeting on
Tuesday June 21.
Mr Scott said Telstra had told him
previously that NBN Co was open to sharing
infrastructure but there were technical
constraints on the suitability of its NBN
towers for mobile communications.
Having once been involved in sending
signals from radio masts during 10 years in
the army, I can’t really see the logic in that
statement – it’s only a pole.
The general rule was the higher the better,
and to put as much separation between
frequencies as possible.
Cr Chitty’s motion passed 9-0 – let’s hope
Stan can make further progress this time.

The final matter discussed by open council
was next year’s rates.
It was surprisingly – perhaps even
deviously – not listed on the council agenda
and had to be introduced near the end of the
meeting as important business, which was
agreed 9-0.
I didn’t quite follow this one, and you
might do well to inquire into the origins of
a purported email which was said to have
arrived at sometime before the meeting.
Relevant paperwork was issued only to the
councillors while the rest of us in the public
gallery were left in the dark.
There was yet another administration
stuff-up when figures for a proposed new
Unimproved Value rating for Morangup
land owners got confused with General UV
ratings for ratepayers in rural “lifestyle”
residential subdivisons.
It took just 20 minutes to agree 9-0 to
an overall rates increase of 3.5 per cent
from July 1 and to introduce a proposed
new differential rating system for all UV
ratepayers (see Page 1 story, details Our
Shire News Page 17)).
Councillors then adjourned for dinner
before returning behind closed doors for a
secret 8-0 vote (Cr Judy Dow was not present
when the meeting resumed) to appoint John
Phillips Consulting to conduct a formal
appraisal of the CEO’s performance.
They then voted 9-0 – well, that’s what
the minutes show – to appoint Corporate
Services Manager Cherie Delmage as acting
CEO for three months from August 8 to
November 4 and that a temporary officer act
in her position during that time.

Turning up to turn is
harder in winter
Avon Woodturners
Max J Heath
THERE HAS been a bit of activity at The
Pavilion of late with the making of pens for
the Duyfken project.
This is now well under way with Swan
Woodturners helping out.
Our newcomers are being quite active
and starting to produce some nicely turned
articles.
A few have already constructed little bowls
for our Christmas project and these look
really good.
By the time this goes to print we will have
been down to the Gidgegannup Small Farm
Field Day and participated once again with
the Swan turners in demonstrating different
aspects of turning.
On these days we do a lot of little things
that we can give away on the day.
We are pleased to see, at last, some action
at the new building site. The pad is down and
should see some building action soon.
On May 29 we had our meeting and
we hopefully have finalised most of the
organisation for our weekend workshop on
June 18.
If you would like to see some great articles
being turned you are most welcome to come
and see demonstrators at their craft.
Also at our last meeting we discussed our
shed, the need to start making plans and
costing out what we would like to do with
our limited budget.
Fitting out will take a lot of time and stretch
our budget to the limit.
Our Wednesday nights are still popular
with a few hardy turners turning up, even if
it is a bit cold. We still seem to have a laugh.
Well that seems to be all from the
woodturners for this month and as RoadWise
reminds us “don’t drive tired”.

MUNTZ&PARTNERS

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
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20 years spent
riding the rails

Business hooks up
to an instant world

Miniature Railway
June Eastwood

Toodyay Chamber of Commerce
Barb Dadd

PROOF THAT when the clouds roll back we
get the passengers came with the treasurer’s
release of the month’s running figures.
We carried 700 passengers in that period
which of course included Moondyne.
Our railway turns 20 years on June 9.
On that day in 1996 there was a grand
opening with the then Minister for Transport,
Eric Charlton, arriving on the Prospector and
a ceremony at the railway station to welcome
him by the then Shire President the late Les
Hoft and Engineer Peter Dymond dressed in
uniform.
The two engines, small Heidi steam engine
‘Jamie’ and diesel ‘O’Connor’ owned by
Barry Pearce and Tricia Miskelly were the
stars of the day and many gathered for the

OVER THE past decade, social media has
changed the way people communicate, share
information, and play games.
Businesses big and small are realizing the
huge benefits of social media marketing and
its increasing importance in the race to stay
relevant and attract new customers.
Long gone are the days when your shop
front was the only point of contact between
the outside world and your company – that
role is being replaced by websites and social
media engagement.
Social media can give you and your
business or not-for-profit organisation
the opportunity to improve your identity,
reach new customers and members, and
communicate more economically with
potential customers and members.
For all these reasons your local Toodyay
branch of the Chamber of Commerce
will host a very informative Social Media
Sundowner presented by Kylie Dalton from
Absolute Edge Media Pty Ltd.
This free event with food and beverages
provided by local sponsors will be held
upstairs at the Toodyay Bakery on Wednesday
July 6 at 5:30pm.
The Social Media Sundowner will be
followed by a strategic Social Media
workshop on July 20.
Please RSVP for Sundowner
catering purposes to chamber
president Mark Dimmitt on
9574 4741, 0439 865 303 or gpayne50@
gmail.com.

event. Initially the club planned to have
an event this month but have opted instead
to hold the celebration in September which
was when the railway was opened to the
public.The weather then should also be more
reliable.
We also want a big revamp and are looking
to have the prisoners help out as before but
they cannot accommodate us until June at
the earliest.

Health matters are also plaguing our elderly
band with Phil Roberts experiencing a nasty
problem from which he has now recovered.
In addition our biggest stalwart, Vern
Witney is currently hospitalised after
an operation and we wish him a speedy
recovery.
The railway will run on Sunday June 5 and
12 and also on Monday public holiday on
June 6.

Morangup clearer on verge clearing
Morangup Matters
Danielle Wrench
LATE LAST month the Morangup Progress
Association (MPA) held its second
Community Emergency Preparedness and
Prevention Program at a local resident’s
property.
Robert Koch and Greg Warburton from the
Shire of Toodyay conducted the workshop
which provided advice and information on
a number of preventative and preparative
activities for bushfires.

Over a two-hour period the group walked
the property and discussed fire direction,
separation and fuel-exclusion zones, green
screens, fuel loads, firebreaks, road verges,
pumps and sprinkler systems.
Equipment such as a petrol-driven backpack
blower were demonstrated and residents
were impressed with how effectively it
cleared around trees.
Property owners were assured that they
can legally clear within 1.5 metres of their
fence line on the road verge and that the
shire would take no action if dryandra was

removed from the remaining section of
verge, providing other vegetation was left
undisturbed.
Legal requirements for firebreaks were also
discussed.
The MPA will be undertaking further work
in providing information to residents on
emergency prevention and preparedness.
To get involved email the MPA secretary at
secretary@morangupmpa.com.au.
For further information on fire and
emergency services visit toodyay.wa.gov.
au/fire-emergency-services.aspx.

Members raise a glass to state’s oldest vineyard
Probus Club of Toodyay
Joan Bath, Vice-president
ANOTHER interesting month for Probus
members.
In early May, eight of us made our way to
the Concert Hall for the Mozart meets Haydn
morning concert by the WA Symphony
Orchestra.

One of the advantages of Probus is that it
provides the opportunity of looking at lots
of different things.
At the May meeting our guest speaker was
Michael Wood of Coorinja Winery.
He provided a fascinating insight to the
history and current operations of the winery,
located about five kilometres out of town.
Did you know that Coorinja is the oldest

continuously operating winery in the state
and that there was once a thriving grape
industry in the area?
There is plenty of history on the property
with evidence of convict camps and the
remaining alignment of the old rail line.
Thank you Michael for such an interesting
talk and tour through the winery, the port and
providing the venue for our meeting.

This month we will hear from Toodyay
police chief Sgt Warren Conder.
Next month’s guest speaker will explain
what is involved in getting a new mining
project off the ground.
Anyone interested in joining Probus can
contact Peter Healy on 9574 4778 or John
Smart 9574 2339. Next meeting: 7pm,
Tuesday June 14 at the Freemasons Hotel.
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Toodyay Singers fire up
for red hot repertoire
Toodyay Music Club
Jenny Edgecombe

‘Vice-Regal’ Moondyne visitors John Mitchinson and Melanie Pree.

‘Vice-regals’ escape
right royal robbery

Arts Toodyay
Clive Eger
WE’VE BEEN making an exhibition of
ourselves again.
The annual Moondyne Art Show staged
by Arts Toodyay saw the CWA Hall come
alive with colour and a wonderful variety of
artworks was on display.
We were overwhelmed by the number
of visitors and stopped counting after we
reached 700. Sales were good too and seven
works found new homes.
The high point of the day was the ‘viceregal’ visit from the ‘governor’ and his good
lady who bore an uncanny resemblance to
John Mitchinson and Melanie Pree.
One felt somewhat inadequately prepared
having had insufficient time to practise our
curtsies but the vice-regal couple were most
gracious.
Although they didn’t make a purchase, they

seemed to enjoy the artworks on display.
Fortunately their visit was not disrupted
by the rowdy appearance of Moondyne Joe
a little later.
He didn’t purchase any artworks either.
More recently the Arts Toodyay clubroom
in Duke Street has had a pre-season spring
clean thanks to The Happy Hookers Crochet
Group, who are now using the facility for
workshops each week.
It’s great to see the place buzzing with
activity and we look forward to a productive
association with these industrious workers.
Arts Toodyay welcomes everyone with an
interest in the creative arts.
We meet at The Old Police Station in Duke
Street at 8pm on the second Tuesday of each
month.
The next meeting will be held at the
Freemasons Hotel and will be primarily a
social meeting.
Come along to a meeting or contact the
secretary at drumree99@gmail.com.

WHAT COULD be better than meeting each
month with a group of friends old and new to
share our singing and playing at Music Club?
The meetings are guaranteed to lift your
spirits for many days afterwards.
In May we held our three-monthly theme
afternoon. We tackled ‘Heat and Fire’ with
great enthusiasm and there was the usual
inventiveness in searching out related songs.
The award for the most-tenuous connection
to the theme goes to Maurice, whose choice
of Green Door (‘there’s an old piano and they
play it hot’) raised a good laugh, followed by
enthusiastic applause for his lively rendition.
K4, that wonderful combination of
four voices singing four-part harmonies,
presented a lively medley of popular Beatles’
‘sun’ songs from the 1960s.
Brian’s impressive ‘sun’ song was based
on Shakespeare, while Eileen’s Other Side of
the Sun with chorus harmonies by Maurice,
were delightful.
Colette gave us the delicious, lighthearted Rainbow Song, by Australian singersongwriter, Snez.
There were ‘fire’ songs a-plenty as well.
Pete provided the backing for Moya’s pretty
version of I Don’t Want to Set the World on
Fire, after giving us the Pete Seager classic
Let the Cane Fields Burn.
Leila’s guitar strumming added a haunting
quality to Spencer’s picking for his singing
of Roy Orbison’s Mystery Girl.
I took the opportunity to present the sweet
little Glory to the Day, a song I’ve known
for years and the audience was highly
entertained by Joe’s absurd Singin’ in the
Shower. Where does he find them?
Exchanging news and meeting visitors over
a scrumptious afternoon tea was, as usual, a
most enjoyable feature of the afternoon.
However, I do promise to wear my glasses
next time; circumstances force me to buy my
afternoon tea contribution and there will be
no more accidental salted caramel instead of
ginger kisses.

The next theme will be ‘Fantasy and
Dreams’ at the August meeting.
Any style of singing or instrumental
performance is welcome as long as it is
acoustic.
Further Information: Joe 0400 862 694 or
Jenny 0417 910 050.
Next club afternoon: 1-4pm Saturday June
11 at the CWA Hall.

Montessori to
host baby
sling demo
First Steps Montessori Playgroup
Sandra Pegrum
FIRST STEPS Montessori Playgroup in
partnership with Babywearers WA will offer
a free demonstration and information session
on June 29 at 9.30am at the Community
Playgroup Centre on Stirling Terrace.
Babywearers WA is a not-for-profit
organisation run by volunteers who are
passionate about promoting, facilitating
and educating the wider community about
the benefits of babywearing (carry slings or
wraps).
The group participates in community
events and provides parents and caregivers
with opportunities to see the many and varied
carrying options that are available.
This is a wonderful opportunity to find
out about babywearing and get advice on
a carrier you may already own or the best
option for you.
Free light refreshments and lots of beautiful
Montessori activities for the kids will be
featured and older siblings are welcome.
For more information visit First Steps
Montessori Playgroup on Facebook, email
us on toodyaymontessori@hotmail.com or
call Sharon on 0466 430 979.

Our bullbars protect many families.
Let it do the same for yours.
Get an Irvin Bullbar.

99.3%

of vehicle occupants said
a bullbar prevented serious
injury in a survey of 24,542
recorded animal strikes.

Australian 4WD Industry Council Survey
Report

Call us today on 9274 2511
to help protect your family.

MEMBER

Call 9274 2511 or visit www.irvinbullbars.com.au

Carol back with yarns
from South-West trip
Toodyay Spinners
Ange Sturman and Carol Bennington
CAROL Bennington is one of our members
who went to the Spin-In in the Porongurups
at the end of April and this is her account of
the trip is as follows.
“Leaving Toodyay behind for a few days
we headed south to the Porongurups to attend
a Spin-In held by the local spinning club.
After a few stops enroute we arrived at the
Porongurups Inn, a popular self-catering stop
over.
We found ourselves the only occupants
until tea time when a very pleasant young
Italian backpacker arrived back from his job
at a nearby winery.
His English was very good, so we chatted
with him and Gretta was able to brush up on
her Italian language skills.

The varied selection included a handbag
made from soft drink can pull tops and items
made from tea-bag strings.
One very nice and unusual knitted item
made by Etta, one of the older local club
members, was a cape and scarf combination
modelled by her daughter.
As always our hosts gave us a lovely
morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea.
It was good to catch up with friends we
have made from other spinning clubs over
the years, including Lee and Ron Walsencroft
who were former Toodyay members and now
live down south and belong to their local
spinning group.
We are eagerly anticipating the next spin-in
at Augusta in June.
Our spinning group meets every Wednesday
from 9am to noon, and every third Saturday
of the month (also from 9am to noon) at
Parker’s Cottage in the showgrounds.
The felting group meets on the second
Monday each month from noon to 3pm also
at Parker’s Cottage.
The felting group contact is Jenny Cornwall
9574 5978.
For further information on our group please
contact Heather Jones, secretary on 0407 287
002 or Judy Mackie, president on 9574 4421.
New members are most welcome – no
experience necessary.
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Farmers stuck in the mud
can wash it off with pic
FARMERS who got stuck in the mud while
seeding in recent heavy rains can enter
a competition to win a $1000 motorised
pressure cleaner to wash the mud off.
Wheatbelt Steel is offering the prize in a
‘stuck-in-the-mud’ photo competition that
ends on Thursday June 30.
‘Chief Happiness Officer’ Sarah Heaphy
said that after a long period of dry weather,
some Wheatbelt farmers seemed to have
forgotten how to work in wet soil, sometimes

with hilarious results.
The competition was prompted by several
farmers, including WA Farmers Federation
President Tony York from Tammin, posting
photographs of their heavily bogged farm
vehicles on the internet and on Facebook.
A gallery of photographs has been created
at stuckinthemud.com.au.
Local farmers can enter the ‘stuck-in-themud’ contest by emailing their pictures to
marketing@wheatbeltsteel.com.au.

Crafty girls cash up for bus trip to fair
The Crooked Needle
Heather Wright

Toodyay Spinners Carol Bennington in her
knitted cardigan.
On our arrival at the Spin-In we were
greeted with the pretty sight of a stand full
of wonderful finely felted ‘leaves’. As the
sunlight caught them the gold highlights
sparkled.
We were invited to select one each as a
bookmark – a gift from our hosts.
Once we had settled and had a hot drink we
browsed around the sellers’ tables, then on
to the share table where people placed items
they had recently made and wanted to show
off.

IT JUST seemed like yesterday I was writing
last month’s article for The Herald and here
we are in June.
It has been a busy month for the ladies at
craft.
The yarn bombing has been completed,
knitting, crocheting and sewing has all been
continued and the new project of the month
is the making of a quilt.
It was meant to take a month but I think
the head honchos of the quilters have realised
some who are venturing with this project are
maybe going to take a tad longer.
Patience is required and given in spades by
the lovely and talented Karen, Annette and
Gail. Those names do keep cropping up.
Once again we have had a birthday or two
and our chief honcho turned a magic number.
Her children gave her a surprise afternoon
tea – what a treat for her.
We do hope the man of her dreams is
feeling more like his old self and will be up
and around soon. Happy birthday Gail.

Cake maker extraordinaire (and everything
else for that matter) Annette, produces
wonderful cakes each time someone has a
birthday.
It was for herself this time with four
different layers of decadent deliciousness.
Our highlight for this month was travelling
to the annual Craft Fair at the Perth
Convention Centre armed with bank cards,
money from hidden stashes and excitement.
Our bus driver Mick was an absolute gem
getting us to and from safely.
Everyone happily shared their highlights of

the day and we all came home happy, with
less money and tired.
A big thank you goes to Glenda who did
all the organisational leg work in getting us
discounted tickets.
The craft group pays for the bus out of our
weekly takings.
Not sure what we have coming up next
month.
I for one need to get a move on with this
quilt to prove I can do it. With the wonderful
ladies that surround me and encourage me at
craft I know I can.

Koojedda Country
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Council has resolved to
advertise the differential
rates to be used as the
basis for a proposed rate
increase of 3.50% for the
2016/2017 financial year.
This compares to 6.4%
last year and continues the downward trend in
the size of rate increases. It reflects council’s
acknowledgement of the current economic
climate, but also keeps us within the parameters
of our recently reviewed corporate Business
Plan that aims to keep rate increases within 2%
of inflation. The challenge for Council is to now
set a budget within the constraints of the total
rates to be received coupled with anticipated
grant income, mainly for roadworks. Obviously
the only practical way to achieve this is to rein
in any unnecessary spending and restrict the
amount allocated to community requests. The
differential rates must be advertised for 21 days
prior to formal adoption and this presents an
opportunity for ratepayers to comment on and
question the rating methodology used.

The recently refurbished Duke St Toilets have
again been damaged. Security doors will be
installed as a priority and the rangers will
now lock the facility late afternoon. Once the
Changing Places Room for persons with special
needs is completed it will be locked at all times,
except for special events. A “MLAK” key will be
available from the Visitors Centre and is also
permanently available to carers that qualify.
The Shire is currently conducting a resident
satisfaction survey to assist Council in
determining the level of customer satisfaction for
services provided. The survey can be completed
on line via the Shire web site or hard copies can
be obtained from the Library or Shire offices. This
survey will assist Council in identifying areas
requiring improvement and aid in determining
which services and facilities are important to
Toodyay residents.
An incentive to participate is the chance to
participate in a draw for a $250 pre- paid Visa
card but the overriding incentive should be a real
chance to tell us what you think.

Local Government Minister Tony Simpson
recently launched a new website (http://www.
mycouncil.wa.gov.au) that enables ratepayers
to compare council revenue, expenditure and
financial health between councils across the
State. A quick comparison with neighbouring
shires may be a good starting point for ratepayers
to assess whether they are getting value for
rates collected.

Installation of lights at the multi-use ball courts
opposite the Shire offices is now back on track.
The lights have been sourced and a crane has
been scheduled to install the poles this week.
Apparently the mixed netball teams are ready
to start their competition as soon as the lights
are on. This may be a far cry from the netball
and basketball competitions of yesteryear that
used to be held at the site of the Charcoal Lane
Carpark but hopefully it is a positive step toward
increasing sports participation in Toodyay.

Vandalism continues to be a problem in town
with significant damage to the school footbridge.
Damage to the footbridge has been a problem in
the past however the breakage of 20 floorboards
in one event has made the river crossing unsafe
and represents a dangerous escalation that has
the real potential to cause significant injury. The
Shire’s building maintenance officer has carried
out temporary repairs until replacement boards
can be sourced and the bridge may be closed for
a short period during repairs.

Correspondence from the Minister for
Environment has confirmed his decision to
reject the Shires appeal against the DER works
approval for the Opal Vale Class 2 landfill in
Salt Valley Road. He also noted that there were
six other appeals included in his decision. The
bottom line is (based on his advice) that the
project will go ahead. An operational licence will
still be required and this will be an avenue for the
Shire and other parties to comment on or appeal
the licence conditions.

Library ch@t

AgeD friendly strategy

The Many Minds Discussion Group had
a lively meeting on 12 May, 2016 with the
topic being “Readers Theatre (find your inner
actor)”, and on 26 May, 2016 the discussion
was:

The Shire of Toodyay is pleased to advise
that the Draft Age Friendly Strategy is now
open for public comment.
Copies are available for viewing at any of the
following:
Shire of Toodyay Website
Shire Toodyay Administration Office
Shire Toodyay Library
Shire Toodyay Visitor Centre
Morganup Community Centre
Written submissions are welcomed and
should be addressed to Chief Executive
Officer – Shire of Toodyay.

“All my biggest problems/failures began with
the smallest compromise.”
On 9 June, 2016 at 10.00am - the topic for
discussion will be “My favourite book/film/pet,
etc.”
On 23 June, 2016 at 10.00am - the topic for
discussion will be “Is cloning animals ethical?”
New members are always welcome, so come
along and join this lively group for some very
interesting discussions, enjoy a coffee or tea
and share some lovely morning tea in the
meeting room at the Library.
The Creative Writing Group is a small group
who explore and nurture new and creative
methods of writing. Come along and join
this cosy group, enjoy a lovely cuppa in the
meeting room and meet new friends and
explore new ideas.

Thank a volunteer day

Baby Rhyme / Story Time
Every Monday
9.15am to 10am
Morangup Library
14 & 28 June 2016
2.30pm to 5pm

This event reminds volunteers of their worth,
belonging, strength in community, respect
and pride.

Many Minds Discussion Group
9 & 23 June 2016
10am to 12noon

This year CRC took the organising lead
and created a beautiful afternoon event to
thank the many volunteers of the Toodyay
Community. The courtyard was transformed
to create a lovely venue, background music
by Naomi was a joy and the catered food
was delicious.

Regular Events for June 2016

Creative Writing Group
2 & 16 June 2016
10am to 12noon

Office:

Post:
Phone:
Fax:
Email:

15 Fiennes Street,
Toodyay WA 6566
Open Mon - Fri
8.30am-4.30pm
PO Box 96
Toodyay WA 6566
(08) 9574 2258
(08) 9574 2158
records@toodyay.wa.gov.au

Fire mitigation

Toodyay
Shire
Reserve
Management
announces the successful completion of the
Autumn Hazard Reduction Burning Program.
A total of five reserves were mitigated which
has included not only the reduction of high
fuel loads but also the upgrading of fire breaks
and access.
The Reserve Management Officer wishes to
thank Fire Mitigation Services Pty Ltd, Julimar
Volunteer Fire Brigade and Shire Traffic
Controllers.
Also, the community for their patience and
support especially in relation to Reserve 5273,
the Dawn Atwell Reserve in Julimar.
The Shire of Toodyay will continue to work
towards maintaining its reserve land as fire
safe areas for wildlife habitat and passive
public recreation.
The community is encouraged to enjoy the
bio-diversity and scenic values of our many
reserves.

Vandalisim in our shire
Vandalism is becoming a problem in our
Shire.
We have recently experienced vandalism at
the newly refurbished toilets in Duke Street and
also at the Duidgee Park toilets where all the
taps were turned on and flooded the building.
This does not sound like a lot of damage,
however the incidence of this this type of
behaviour is becoming more frequent within
our community The Shire staff are working
hard to clean the graffiti and vandalism up as
quickly as possible.
If we could all keep our eyes open and
report any suspicious behaviour to the Police
immediately, we may be able to catch the
culprits.
Please note: Do not approach anyone
undertaking suspicious behaviour as your
safety is paramount – call the Police.

Or via Email – records@toodyay.wa.gov.au
Submissions will close on Friday 6 May 2016
For further details contact Manager of
Community Development, Ms Audrey Bell
on 9574 2754.

Thank a Volunteer Day was sponsored
by partners, Shire of Toodyay, Toodyay
Community Resource Centre and Bendigo
Bank and was to show thanks to volunteers
and groups for leading, contributing, and
organising community activities and services,
building partnerships and community
involvement.

For any enquiries please telephone the Library
staff on 95742323.

CONTACT US AT THE SHIRE

Museum News
Our second group of Wikipedia articles about
people associated with Toodyay have recently
been completed. This will bring the total to
more than 60 articles that have been added
to the online encyclopedia which is viewed by
people all over the world.
Toodyaypedia Stage 1 was launched at the
2013 Toodyay Agriculture Show. A series
of public workshops saw 30 articles about
historic buildings initially added to Wikipedia.
New Toodyaypedia plaques with QR codes
linking to these articles are now being installed
throughout the town. Visitors and locals are
able to use their Smartphones to scan the QR
codes and find out more about the history of
these sites and the people associated with
them.
Toodyaypedia Stage 2 has been supported by
a Lotterywest grant funding the interpretation
of cultural heritage.
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PLANNING REVIEW
PLANNING REVIEW – YOU CAN BECOME
INVOLVED!
The Shire of Toodyay is in the process
of reviewing its existing Local Planning
Scheme No. 4 by concurrently preparing a
Local Planning Strategy and new updated
Local Planning Scheme No. 5. Both of
these important planning documents are
proposed to be prepared and introduced
following consultation with the community
and government agencies.
Council has identified a number of issues that
need to be addressed in this review, including:
• Growth and Settlement;
• Heritage;
• Tourism;
• Home Business;
• Transport and Infrastructure;
• Bushfire;
• Mining and Extractive Industries;
• Waste Management and Landfills; and
• Agriculture.
These issues have been explored and
developed as a series of Planning Issue
Papers. Each Paper contains a summary
of the process, information on the topic and
questions. These questions will be used as
discussion points leading to formal community
consultation once the draft document has
been adopted by Council.
A survey has also been published that is a
culmination of the questions in the Issues
Papers for the community to complete and
return to the Shire by 30 June 2016.
Formal consultation will be conducted in
the near future where the community will be
invited to participate in a variety of options,
including workshops.
The Issues Papers and Survey are available
on the Planning Review page on Council’s
website at http://www.toodyay.wa.gov.au/
planningreview.aspx.
If you would like further information about
the Review or like to discuss other planning
issues, please email planningtalk@toodyay.
wa.gov.au or contact Council’s Planning
Department.

Toodyay community depot

Toodyay Community Depot Project
Construction is underway!

The Shire of Toodyay identified the need
to re-evaluate current use of Shire owned
property and the need to provide community
groups with suitable premises to undertake
their good works.
The objective and purpose of the facility
aims to promote community wellbeing
through education, arts, culture, leisure,
recreation and more specifically facilitate the
engagement of volunteers in the community
as well as to provide community groups with
an area where club facilities can be located,
activities undertaken and equipment stored.
Seven community groups have been involved
in the planning stages for some years. Now
with grant funding from Lotterywest and
support from the Shire of Toodyay this project
is in construction phase.

Ricky and his team from Avon Concrete have
completed the pads and slabs ready for the
sheds to be built. Further updates to follow
next edition.

Events in JUNE

Sunday 5 June 2016
Toodyay Fibre Festival
10am-3.30pm Memorial Hall & Stirling Park
Sunday 19 June 2016
Toodyay Farmers Market

EMPLOYMENT
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH OFFICER
The Shire of Toodyay is currently looking for a
qualified full time EHO to join our team. This
is a newly created position within the Shire’s
Planning and Development Department.
Preferred applicants will have held a similar
position within local government in Western
Australia for three years and be able to hit
the ground running. Your daily duties and
responsibilities will include: food premises,
environmental health work and approvals,
water testing and more regionally-specific work.
This role will also involve assisting surrounding
Shires in the provision of Environmental Health
Services as required.

The rates in the dollar ($) shown are
estimates and may be changed as part of
Council’s deliberations of any submissions
received. All normal statutory concessions
for pensioner and other concession holders
will apply.
The Statement of Object and Reasons for
each proposed rate and minimum payment
may be inspected at any time on the Shire’s
website: toodyay.wa.gov.au or at the Shire’s
Administration Office at 15 Fiennes Street,
Toodyay during normal business hours.
The Shire invites submissions in relation to
the proposed differential rates which are to
be addressed to the Chief Executive Officer,
Shire of Toodyay by 4.30 pm on Friday, 24
June 2016.

To thank you for your participation, the Shire
of Toodyay is offering a prize draw for a $250
prepaid visa card.
The results obtained from this survey will
assist the Council to better implement
adopted plans and policies within its available
resources. It will also enable Council to focus
on providing those services and facilities
which have been identified as important by
those who reside within our community.
All results will be dealt with in the strictest
of confidence and in accordance with the
Privacy Act. Survey findings will be presented
to the Council as anonymous totals and
percentages. No individual resident will be
identified.
Thank you for
your valued help
in completing the
survey.

PROPOSED NBN
FIXED WIRELESS TOWER
LOT 48 MCKNOE DRIVE, MORANGUP
The Shire of Toodyay has received an
application for planning approval for a
proposed fixed wireless telecommunications
tower at Lot 48 McKnoe Drive, Morangup.
The Shire wants to ensure that you are
advised of the proposal and given an
opportunity to comment. Your views on the
proposal are encouraged and welcomed.
Details of the proposal are available for
viewing at the Shire Administration Offices
and on the Shire of Toodyay website.
Submissions on the proposed development
may be addressed in writing and lodged with
the Chief Executive Officer, Shire of Toodyay,
PO Box 96 Toodyay 6566, by 4:00pm on 30
June 2016.

differential rates

Details of the proposed differential rates are
as follows:

The survey is available on the Shire’s
website and via post (hard copy – pre-paid
return postage). It only takes a few minutes
to complete.

PUBLIC COMMENT

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO LEVY
DIFFERENTIAL RATES
In accordance with Section 6.36 of the Local
Government Act 1995, the Shire of Toodyay
hereby gives notice of its intention to impose
differential rates on rateable property in the
Shire of Toodyay in the 2016/2017 financial
year.

RESIDENT SURVEY

The Shire of Toodyay is conducting a
Resident Survey to measure the level
of satisfaction with its ability to deliver
services to the community and identify any
improvements needed.

This position offers a cash component
between $75,000 and $83,000 depending
on qualifications and experience, with a total
remuneration package between $90,575 and
$99,735 (including professional development,
mobile phone, uniform allowance, additional
superannuation and income protection).
Further information about this position can
be obtained from Graeme Bissett, Manager
Planning and Development on (08) 9574 2258
or by email to mpd@toodyay.wa.gov.au
Application packages are available on the
Shire of Toodyay website, located at http://
www.toodyay.wa.gov.au/employment.aspx
or by contacting Carrie Skinner on (08) 9574
2258.
Applications, which must address the selection
criteria, should be forwarded to the Chief
Executive Officer, Shire of Toodyay, marked
“CONFIDENTIAL – Environmental Health
Officer”:
Applications close 4.00pm on Friday, 10
June 2016.

In the event of any queries, please do not
hesitate to contact the Shire Development
Services department (08) 9574 2258.

ROAD CLOSURES

Proposed Temporary Road Closures for
2016 Avon Descent
An application has been received from
Northam Avon Descent Association Inc.
proposing a temporary road closure on 6
August 2016.
The proposed road closure is as follows: half
road closure Julimar Road, West Toodyay
Bridge, Toodyay.
Further information and maps of the proposed
temporary road closure are available on
the Shire of Toodyay website www.toodyay.
wa.gov.au
Comments and submissions from the public
are welcome and should be presented in
writing. Submissions will be received until
4.00pm 29 June 2016 at the Shire of Toodyay
Administration Centre.
Proposed Temporary Road Closures for
2016 Quit Targa West Rally
An application has been received from
Targa West Pty Ltd proposing a number of
temporary road closures on the 13 August
2016 for the Quit Targa West Rally
Further information and maps of proposed
temporary road closure are available at the
Shire of Toodyay Administration Centre and
on the website www.toodyay.wa.gov.au
Comments and submissions from the public
are welcomed and should be presented in
writing and be received until 4.00pm 2 June
2016 at the Shire of Toodyay Administration.

