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Towns Champion 2015

Michael Sinclair-Jones

TOODYAY faces a severe housing crisis 
due to the shire’s rapidly ageing population, 
according to a new draft local government 
report on future community needs.
 It also says the lack of local public transport 
is a “stand-out deficiency” that threatens to 
trap older local residents in smaller towns 
and on farms, deny them access to health 
care and create a risk of social isolation.
 The Shire of Toodyay’s draft 10-year plan 
says the number of people aged 70 or more 
in Toodyay is expected to more than double 
to 892 in the next decade.
 However, Toodyay has no aged-care 
facilities to meet even existing demand.
 Butterly Cottages provides 12 local 
subsidised rental units for people older than 
55 but only if they are capable of looking 
after themselves and living independently.
 New tenants face long waiting lists 
although 18 more two-bedroom units are 
planned for Toodyay, with construction on 
the first nine due to start later this year.
 All Avon region shires except Northam had 
waiting lists for “older persons’ housing.
 The draft plan says the nearest aged-care 
beds are in Northam and Goomalling.
 A total of 97 aged-care beds in the Avon 
region – which covers 22,000 people in the 
shires of Toodyay, Goomalling, Northam, 
Dowerin, Chittering and Victoria Plains – is 
“far short” of the 185 beds currently needed 
under Federal Government planning ratios.
 A further 230 aged-care beds in the region 
are likely to be needed within the “relatively 
short planning timeframe” of 15 years.
 The draft plan follows the shire’s recent 
“age-friendly” survey and says the biggest 
increase in Toodyay’s ageing population is 
expected in the age group 75-84, rising from 
170 five years ago to 630 in 10 years’ time.
 “This will place a significant amount of 
pressure on existing services in the Shire of 
Toodyay unless they are accounted for,” the 
draft plan says.
 The survey was completed by 89 local 
people (60 per cent retired) and collated 
with a focus group of 11 seniors (91 per cent 
retired) and seven service providers.
 The draft plan says critical issues for the 
community are:

• Access to consistent quality health and 
medical services;

• Road safety;
• Public and community transport to Perth 

and other regional centres;
• Increased home care services;
• Suitable housing and accommodation; 

and
• A swimming pool.

 Transport was a “standout deficiency” 
because it restricted older people’s mobility 
and “connection”, and access to health care.
 “People living in smaller towns or on farms 
have particular difficulties where there is a 
lack of organised transport to centres such 
as Northam, the draft plan says.
 “This creates a risk of social isolation.
 “Population projections imply escalating 
demand, with a near doubling of the sub-
regional 70-plus population in the next 15 
years.
Continued Page 14.

Aged care crisis looms

Toodyay Tidy Towns
Beth Frayne

TOODYAY turned it on for last month’s 
national tidy towns awards when 150 VIP 
guests, participants and supporters from 
all over Australia filled the Memorial Hall 
to see Tasmanian town Triabunna win 
the overall competition and take out the 
2016 Tidy Town title at a gala dinner and 
presentation night.
 The prestigious event capped a year 
of planning by 2015 national champion 
Toodyay.
 The awards were coordinated by national 
Keep Australian Beautiful Council (KABC) 
with the Shire of Toodyay a major event 
sponsor, assisted by the Toodyay Tidy 
Towns Committee.
 The four-day festival also included many 
events organised by volunteers to mark the 
crowning of this year’s winners.
 The festival started in the Community 

WA Governor Kerry Sanderson (front table, centre) with VIP guests. Photo: Angie Roe.

Toodyay glitters in tidy town awards
Centre on Thursday March 17 with 17 
visitors from Mukinbudin, Gosnells, 
Dandaragan, Jurien Bay, Goomalling, City 
of Swan, Bindoon, and Cocos Keeling 
Islands at a how to win tidy towns awards 
workshop presented by KABC WA staff and 
local tidy towns committee members.
 The event also attracted National Tidy 
Towns Judge Jill Grant, KABC national 
chair Phil Robinson and KABC national 
program coordinator Jen Bryant.
Continued Page 14, photos Page 17, 35.

FORMER Toodyay deputy shire president 
Bethan Lloyd has pleaded guilty in the 
Northam Magistrate’s Court to a police 
charge of unlawful assault that occurred in 
the council chambers last year.
 Ms Lloyd admitted the offence last month 
in her third court appearance after an incident 
involving former Cr Chris Firns at the end 
of a shire council meeting last July.
 Police prosecutor Sgt Jeff Sims told 
Magistrate Jennifer Hawkins that a “minor 
altercation” occurred after a heated council 
debate when Cr Lloyd “yelled and shouted 
at the victim” as he was leaving the chamber.
 Sgt Sims said Cr Lloyd approached Cr 
Firns and assaulted him by raising her hand 
to make contact with his shoulder.
 Cr Firns reported the incident to Toodyay 
police, who conducted an investigation and 

Former deputy shire president admits 
unlawful assault in council chamber

charged Cr Lloyd with unlawful assault.
 Perth defence lawyer Belinda Lonsdale 
said Cr Lloyd admitted that she “put her hand 
up and touched Cr Firns’ shoulder.
 “She denies that she pushed him,” Ms 
Lonsdale said.
 “It was a gesture of frustration.
 “I’m not suggesting it was accidental but 
they were both leaving the council chambers 
at the same time.”
 Ms Lonsdale said Cr Lloyd was seated 
next to Toodyay Shire President David Dow 
during “heated behaviour on the part of Cr 
Firns throughout the course of the debate”.
 “He (Cr Firns) walked up to the shire 
president near the end of the meeting and she 
heard Cr Firns use the word ‘dickhead’,” Ms 
Lonsdale said.
Continued Page 3.

Delegates meet the night before at Old 
Newcastle Gaol. Photo Margie Eberle. 
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Ol’ Blind Joe
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Know them by their truths
IT’S BEEN a lovely time of late in Toodyay 
with the good rains we’ve had during the 
Easter break.
 It’s almost like a second spring has been 
visited upon us with the fertility of the Earth 
resplendent upon the hills.
 Easter was originally the celebration of 
Ishtar, the Assyrian and Babylonian goddess 
of fertility and sex.
 The meaning was not changed until Roman 
Emporer Constantine the Great, who ruled 
from 306 to 337AD, decided to Christianise 
the empire and used Easter to mark the 
resurrection of Jesus.
 Priests and medicine men of that age were 
one and the same in most cultures until the 
development of scientific medicine led to a 
division between the two callings.
 After philosopher Rene Descartes (1596-
1650) and the French Revolution in 1789, 
people said the body belongs to the physician 
and the soul to the priest.
 Prussian ruler Frederick the Great (1712-
1786) once famously said “all religions must 
be tolerated ... for ... every man must get to 
heaven his own way”.
 So in respect to Fred, I might recount some 
of the people of various creeds that I’ve met 
and admired.
 Many were Christ ian,  some were 
Buddhists, Muslims and Jews, and there was 
a whole bunch of other folks who didn’t align 
themselves with any particular belief system 
yet lived fine upstanding lives and gave their 
time generously to the community’s welfare.
 When I was a young bloke I met this old 
guy whose name was Dougal McDougal and 
he had the whitest shock of hair and the most 
piercing blue eyes I’ve ever seen.
 He reckoned that back in the 1940s in 
North Queensland he refused to sell his land 
to a neighbour.
 In those days you needed only a cop and 
a doctor to have you committed to a mental 
asylum, and the next thing he knew he was 
locked up and spent 40 years in the loony 
bin.
 On the weekends he would have another 
book for me to read with all the important 
passages marked with an emphasis on the 
Freemasons because he was certain it was 
them that done him wrong.
 Dougal was a Seventh Day Adventist and 
I would occasionally tag along and have 
a squiz at what they did – they were nice 
people, as were some of the Freemasons I’ve 
met since.
 When I worked on the memorial gardens  
at Culham Cemetery I met quite a few of the 
lovely parishioners of the Anglican Church.
 Two of them come to mind – the dutiful Bel 
Rowe who has worked tirelessly at the Op 
Shop for umpteen years and the formidable 
Marlene Andrijich, who I reckon is way 
stronger than me – you should have seen the 
jam tree she hefted onto her shoulder and 
waltzed away with.

 They’re both true-blue angels but I 
wouldn’t want to displease either of them 
because they would run me out of town, 
and my concern would be how many pieces 
remained intact.
 The other night I was round at a mate’s who 
is a Jehovah’s Witness and a whole mob of 
them folks lobbed at his shed and set up a 
feast fit for a king – much carousing ensued.
 Years ago when they were building their 
Kingdom Hall up on Folewood Road, there 
were dozens of them in town – brickies, 
chippies, painters and what-not – and they 
pretty much knocked that place up over a 
long weekend.
 Quite a few of them were staying at the 
pub after work and we shared some yarns 
over a couple of beers and games of pool 
and all of them had a smile on their dial and 
an attentive ear.
 A while back I was for many years married 
to a lovely Catholic girl and I still love her, 
as well as another lady of that faith.
 Being one of the old religions, Catholicism 
carries a lot of baggage but I’m gonna let that 
history lesson go through to the keeper.
 I will say that I’m impressed with Pope 
Francis but he has his work cut out.
 The Dead Sea Scrolls preserve multiple 
copies of parts of the Hebrew Bible 
untouched from possibly as early as 300BC 
until their discovery in 1946.
 They contain documents from the library of 
the Essenes, who were an ancient religious 
sect.
 The Roman writer Pliny the Elder (23-
79AD) relates in a few lines that the Essenes 
did not marry, possessed no money, forbade 
the expression of anger and had existed for 
thousands of generations.
 Cool, and then you’ve got the agnostics 
who reckon it’s just as important to prove 
the existence of God as it is to disprove 
it because an absence of evidence is not 
evidence of absence.
 I’m a firm believer in the truth, the whole 
truth and nothing but the truth, and to speak 
it, stand strong beside it and face it when it 
comes back at you.
 When Chinese philosopher Confucius 
(551-479BC) was very ill in old age and a 
student offered a prayer, he responded “What 
counts is the life that one leads”.
 The problem with insisting on a literal 
interpretation of the Bible is that the meaning 
of words change.
 A prime example is the 17th Century 
proverb “spare the rod, spoil the child”.
 A rod was a stick used by shepherds 
to guide their sheep to go in the desired 
direction – they did not use it to beat them.
 The proper translation of the saying is 
“give your child guidance, or they will go 
astray”.
  It does not mean “beat your child or he 
will become rotten” as many parents seem 
to believe.
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From Page 1
MS LONSDALE said this was not the first 
time this sort of behaviour had occurred.
 “Everybody does their best to accommodate 
him but over a number of years Cr Firns has 
been rude, disruptive and aggressive,” she 
said.
 “It was very frustrating for my client.
 “As they were leaving, she put her arm 
between them, touching Cr Firns with 
her palm to signify that his actions were 
disgusting.
 “She didn’t cause him any injury.
 “It was not self-defence because there were 
no rude words said to her.
 “His behaviour was sufficiently provocative 
to cause the incident.
 “It was a trivial and technical offence.”
 Ms Lonsdale listed character references 
including Shire CEO Stan Scott, Shire Deputy 
President Therese Chitty, former shire audit 
committee chairman Frank Panizza, Toodyay 
Historical Society President Robyn Taylor 
and Toodyay Community Safety and Crime 
Prevention Association Secretary Wayne 
Clarke.
 “They all spoke of her impeccable character 
and commitment to community service over 
a number of years,” Ms Lonsdale said.
 She also listed local volunteer community 
organisations to which Ms Lloyd belongs, 
including the Toodyay Friends of the River 
and Toodyay Naturalists’ Club.

 “She is described as never aggressive, rude 
or impolite, and spends all her spare time 
doing volunteer work,” Ms Lonsdale said.
 “Her conduct was out of character and 
unlikely to happen again.”
 In passing sentence, Magistrate Hawkins 
said an unlawful assault had occurred in 
the council chambers after a heated debate 
between Cr Firns and Cr Dow.
 “You found it difficult to accept due to past 
disruptive behaviour by Cr Firns,” she told 
Ms Lloyd.
 “I accept that the assault was very much at 
the lower end of the scale.
 “I accept that you did not follow Cr Firns 
but when you were both at the same place 
you touched him.
 “There was no injury.
 “You are clearly a person of good character 
and have references saying you are a person 
of exceptional qualities.
 “I accept there was a history of disruption 
by Cr Firns over a long period of time.
 “This can only be regarded as an offence at 
the lowest end of the scale and was largely 
accidental.
 “It is appropriate to exercise Section 46 
(WA Sentencing Act 1995) and record a spent 
conviction.
 “You must not bank on receiving that 
discretion in the future.”
 Magistrate Hawkins ordered Ms Lloyd to 
pay police costs of $169.10.

Spent conviction for unlawful assault

THIS YEAR’s 124km Avon Descent river 
race through Toodyay is being planned as a 
new-look “Hell or High Water” event.
 Falling water levels in recent years have 
prompted race organisers to drop the “white 
water classic” label for the 43rd Avon 
Descent and relaunch it as a quasi-iron man 
marathon.
 “It will still be a race for existing paddlers 
and power craft but we aim to attract a new 
type of competitor looking for a supreme 
physical challenge,” a race spokesman said.
 “The nature of the river has changed 
dramatically in recent years – it’s not always 
a white-water event any more.
 “We have to change our approach if it is 
to continue, which means competitors will 
have to shift their thinking too.
 “Calling it Hell or High Water means we 
can continue to stage the two-day event even 
in low water.
 “The race occupies a rare and privileged 
position because it opens up parts of the 
Avon Valley that are generally not open to 
the public.
 “We don’t want to lose that unique access 
simply because the race can no longer be run 
as a white water classic.”
 The spokesman said the race would be 
extensively marketed for the first time this 
year in a bid to attract new competitors.
 The Avon Descent, which provides an 
annual trading bonanza for local shopkeepers 
and features a shire-sponsored International 
Food Fair near Duidgee Park, reaches 
Toodyay on Saturday August 6, with an 
overnight a stop at Cobbler Pool.Avon River in full flood under Newcastle Bridge after three days of heavy rain during last month’s Easter holiday break.

‘Hell or High Water’ for new-look Avon Descent

Michael Sinclair-Jones

THE STATE has moved to oppose a WA 
Supreme Court bid by five Hoddys Well 
residents to stop plans to dump two million 
tonnes of rotting Perth garbage in  Toodyay.
 Exclusive new aerial photographs show 
that heavy earthworks are continuing on the 
first stage of the 50ha site near Jimperding 
Brook, which feeds directly into the Avon 

River after passing under Toodyay Road.
 The other side of the 50ha landfill 
excavation site faces a low range of sandy 
quartz hills that drain into a permanent creek 
that flows into Jimperding Brook further 
downstream.
 Between them lies a former claypit  – part 
of which is underwater – where Perth private 
landfill operator firm Opal Vale Pty Ltd plans 
to bury millions of tonnes of ‘putrescible’ 

and toxic demolition waste over the next 20 
years.
 A WA Supreme Court directions hearing 
in Perth last month has set the scene for a 
trial in July or August when lawyers acting 
for local residents will seek to overturn last 
year’s State Government agency decision to 
approve the tip.
 The five local objectors claim the WA 
Department of Environment Regulation  
failed to comply with State environmental 
law when it issued a landfill works licence 

without giving full public notice of all facts.
 The State Government says it will oppose 
the residents’ action in the Supreme Court.
 Local opponents also met State Appeals 
Convenor Emma Gaunt in Toodyay last 
month in a separate bid to impose tighter 
environmental conditions on the planned tip.
 Ms Gaunt is considering a formal 
appeal from the objectors before making 
a recommendation to WA Environment 
Minister Albert Jacob on whether to impose 
tougher restrictions on the landfill operator.

New aerial picture shows nearness of landfill site to  Jimperding Brook (top) and Chitty Road.

State moves to block court challenge as landfill works continue
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Letters continue Page 35.

The Toodyay Herald invites you to have 
your say in our letters page. Please 
email your correspondence to news@
toodyayherald.com.au with your full name, 
address and phone number. Letters that are 
short, sharp and to the point about topical 
local issues are preferred. The Herald 
reserves the right to edit letters for length.

letters

Family law

DeFacto Relationships
* Separation 
* Child Support/Maintenance
* Divorce
* Property Settlement
* Contact/Residence - Children
* Restraining Orders
* Prenuptial Agreements - Binding 
 Financial Agreements
* Legal Aid Accepted
Discounted rate for initial 1 hour 
consultation.
Now seeing clients at:
Sarah Somers
Barrister & Solicitor
85 Fitzgerald Street, Northam 
(offices of Mayberry Hammond)
Telephone: 9622 9687

Heritage not a darts match
ON BEHALF of the Toodyay Historical 
Society, I am writing in response to 
correspondent Geoff Appleby’s article 
“Horse bolts on Toodyay Heritage Police” 
in last month’e Herald.
 Geoff has adopted the title of “Bat in the 
Belfry”, perhaps signalling his intention of 
not taking his reporting on council meetings 
too seriously.
 That’s understandable, but not exactly 
useful if his column is to be our only guide 
to what goes on at council meetings.
 Not all of us has the time or even patience 
to sit through council meetings, and we have 
to rely on balanced reporting that does not 
come with a strong bias.

Mobile promises broken
WHEN WE purchased our Coondle East 
block in 1987 the creative sales pitch assured 
us that, in as soon as 10 years, Toodyay 
would be an all-mod-cons community as 
advanced as, say, Tuart Hill.
 A new aquatic centre, 24-hour emergency 
and medical facilities, sealed secondary 
roads and, most importantly, shire-wide 
internet and mobile telephone coverage were 
all as good as guaranteed.
 Reality and real estate promises clearly are 
very different – and definitely in Toodyay.
 Reading both the Kojonup petition article 
in last month’s Herald and a truly sad related 
follow-up story in the Easter Weekend 
Australian, reminded me why I have been 
actively lobbying our federal and state 
members, the shire and Telstra for more than 
15 years now in repeated attempts to secure 
reliable mobile coverage in all shire areas.
 Exactly like Katherine Marsh, the Kojonup 
vet whose fiancé could have been alive today 
had there been adequate mobile coverage on 
her parents’ farm and had her father been 
able to reach 000 from the site of her fiancé’s 
quad bike accident, the very same concerns 
still exist in 2016 in too many shire areas, 
including Coondle East, a long-identified 
mobile coverage black spot.
 Our area is barely 100km north east of the 
Perth CBD so it’s hardly the back of beyond. 
 Given that our federal member Christian 
Porter is in the coalition cabinet, it is fair to 
expect that Telstra – the dominant service 
provider that boasts of “connecting 98 per 
cent of Australians country-wide” – would 
have by now been persuaded to end the main 
coverage blackspots around the shire by 
installing even basic towers.
 Mr Porter has again been contacted 
informing him of the Kojonup tragedy and of 
my continuing concerns that similar deaths 
can, and will, happen in Coondle East and 
in other nil mobile coverage areas across our 
shire.

Balanced debate and stories
THIS LETTER is in response to the story, 
“New water playground planned for Duidgee 
Park” in last month’s Herald.
 How very ‘refreshing’ to have two mature 
and well considered, yet opposing views 
on a community issue such as the water 
playground.
 It is reported that Cr Kate Wood put 
forward a very valid recommendation for 
approval of the water playground to attract 
young families to the area when our summers 
are so very hot.
 Cr Rob Welburn (backed by Cr Craddock) 
apparently then presented well-founded 
concerns regarding parking and a focus away 
from the long-desired pool facility for the 
town.
 In addition, The Herald reporting on this 
matter, and the story on the front page, 
“Crs not told about court ruling” were both 
interesting, clear, relevant, well-researched 
and documented, and this is a consistent 
standard that The Herald presents.
 So it seems we may have council debate 
that surpasses our Canberrian counterparts 
and a paper that wins over The West 
Australian.

Shelley Butler
Toodyay

The way we were ‒ Four men and a motor car at a bush picnic at Toodyay, 20 August 1927. Photograph donated to the Shire of Toodyay’s 
Newcastle Gaol Museum collection by Mrs Jodie Day. Photo restoration: Guido Verschoor.

 Having pressured the shire for years about 
the safety risks of an unsealed road that is a 
school bus route used by increasing numbers 
of heavy haulage trucks, to its credit, the 
shire has ensured that much of Church Gully 
Road has now been sealed.
 That is the good news. The bad is that the 
sealed road – a handy shortcut across the 
north of the shire – is proving to be a magnet 
for even more speeding trucks.
 If one meets a school bus head on at speed, 
the outcome does not bear thinking about, 
especially since the Kojonup farm example 
of nil 000 mobile access because of nil 
mobile coverage, continues along that road 
and for most of Coondle East.
 In 2016, it is high time that this situation 
changed – we should not continue to be victims 
of the failure of government at all levels to 
provide even basic telecommunication 
services shire-wide.

Graham Hornel
Coondle East

Harpist red-taped out
AS THE SHIRE of Toodyay has opted to 
take a “by permit only” stance in an effort to 
regulate street entertainment, I will no longer 
be able to come to town and do my street 
performances on the Celtic harp.
 Permit systems are unworkable for me 
as I often don’t know where I am going 
to be from one day to the next, needing to 
take into account the weather, the town I’m 
coming from, the town I’m going to, events 
in surrounding towns and the activities of 
charity collectors on any particular day.
 Besides, I’m a free man and my preference 
is to play in areas where performance isn’t 
regulated or restricted (which, contrary to 
popular myth, is 90 per cent of WA towns 
and suburbs).
 No gig lasts forever I suppose and six years 
is a long time.
 It has been the best time of my life and I am 
grateful for all the wonderful experiences and 
the amazing people I’ve been able to meet.
 Thank you Sal Bolger, Lynda Burke and 
everybody else who allowed me to play 
outside their businesses or contributed in 
some way to the cause.
 I wish all of you only the best and Geoff, 
I hope you manage to get your pool sorted.
 Lastly I’d to thank the Shire of Toodyay 
for its tolerance over the past six years and 
the team at the Toodyay Tourist Centre for 
the great job they have done in the past in 
selling my CDs.
 I hope you all enjoyed the show.

Adam B. Harris
Goomalling

Toodyay tonic
TEN YEARS ago I fell from my ladder at 
Mogumber and got a helicopter ride to the 
top of Royal Perth Hospital.
 A week later I woke up and met my wife.
 I had to ask who she was as I had forgotten 
that we were married in 2005.
 Edna had, while I was asleep, been 
cleaning my hands.
 My son Rob I didn’t see. He had come in 
each night after work. “Wake up Dad, open 
your eyes.”
 Thirteen weeks later I was released from 
hospital.
 A year later I was told to get a part-time 
job.
 Rob said come and work with Dave, the 
boss, and me. What an understanding pair.
 Toodyay is a place of plenty, of help and 
understanding. Long may it stay friendly, 
tidy and rural.
 Many thanks to many people for helping 
me make my way back.

Andrew Carr
Toodyay

 “Heritage police” is a cliché used to 
distract attention from the real issue under 
discussion.
 Setting up a tally of council votes between 
“Common Sense” and “Heritage”, as if it 
was a darts match in the local pub, suggests 
our humorous bat is out of his depth when 
it comes to understanding the importance 
of having heritage policies in what is a 
recognised Historic Town.
 Toodyay was given this status, not afforded 
to many towns in WA, by the National Trust 
in May 1980.
 Heritage and common sense are not 
mutually exclusive - it is a tricky path to 
go down to think they can be pitted against 
each other.
 Rather, common sense needs to be applied 
towards achieving results that protect 
heritage values, while ensuring the long-term 
viability of the buildings we want to protect.

Dr Robyn Taylor, President,
Toodyay Historical Society

Ageing dilemma
TOODYAY has long been a magnet 
for baby boomers who grew up in the 
Wheatbelt or fled the city to escape the 
urban rat race.
 You have only to walk down Toodyay’s 
main street most days to see plenty of 
grey-haired oldies but not so many ‘young’ 
people in their 20s and 30s.
 The appeal of a simple life close to nature 
in tranquil surroundings is hard to resist, 
especially in a close-knit community just 
an hour away from the big smoke.
 But as years roll by, people active in their 
60s and early 70s inevitably start slowing 
down.
 Knees give way, eyesight begins to fail 
and other health complications can make 
it harder to get around, if not impossible.
 The loss of a driver’s licence due to 
advancing age or mental decline can be a 
life-changing tipping point.
 For someone on a four-acre rural 
subdivision miles from town, everyday life 
suddenly takes on a whole new meaning.
 How do you get to the doctor, pharmacy, 
newsagent or supermarket, and what if you 
need help to eat, wash and manage all the 
other everyday necessities that you once 
once took for granted?
 The Shire of Toodyay’s new ‘Age 
Friendly Community Plan’ should be 
compulsory reading for anyone over 50.
 Though the title suggests a rosy future, 
the facts within paint a more concerning  
picture for Toodyay that magnifies what’s 
happening to an ageing nation as a whole.
 This was first hinted at three years 
ago in the shire’s 2013-2023 Strategic 
Community Plan which said the number 
of local people aged 55 to 74 years had 
increased in 10 years while those under 
15 had declined.
 The median age had also increased from 
39 to 47 and would continue to do so, 
according to State population forecasts 
for 2026.
 The shire’s latest study uses the same 
year to forecast that the number of local 
people aged 70 or more is expected to 
double to 892 in the next decade – nearly 
a fifth of Toodyay’s current population.
 There are currently no aged care beds in 
Toodyay, which means many older people 
will be forced to leave the shire if they lose 
the ability to look after themselves.
 The scenario is compounded by the total 
lack of any local public bus or taxi services 
and the possibility that the AvonLink 
passenger rail service may be on borrowed 
time as State finances continue to decline.
 The one immediate thing that can 
come out of the shire’s latest plan is a 
realisation that the AvonLink is not just 
a tourist and commuter asset but also an 
essential service for older people who may 
need public transport to hospital care in 
Midland and Northam.
 How we manage the rest of it is going to 
be a challenge, but the shire’s draft plan – 
which is really just a warning of what lies 
ahead – is a good start.

Michael Sinclair-Jones
Editor
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NORTHAM DISCOUNT DRUG STORE
Shop 17, Northam Boulevard Shopping Centre (opposite Woolworths), Fitzgerald St, Northam
P: (08) 9622 1521   F: (08) 9622 3137   E: northam@discountdrugstores.com.au

TRADING HOURS  
MONDAY - WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY: 8.30AM - 5.30PM  

THURSDAY: 8.30AM - 6.30PM • SATURDAY: 8.30AM - 3.00PM
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ALWAYS READ THE LABEL. USE ONLY AS DIRECTED. INCORRECT USE COULD BE HARMFUL. CONSULT YOUR HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONAL IF SYMPTOMS PERSIST.  
INCORRECT USE OF THIS MEDICATION CAN CAUSE HARM. YOUR PHARMACIST WILL ADVISE YOU WHETHER IT IS SUITABLE FOR YOU TO USE

BOOK IN FOR YOUR ANNUAL  

FLU VACCINATION!

5 minute* appointment

 No prescription required!

Ask our staff about booking into our  
flu vaccination clinic or book online at  

www.discountdrugstores.com.au

and your flu shot will 

contribute to the vaccination 

and education of a child in India

GET A SHOT, GIVE A CHANCE

Discount Drug Stores are proud supporters of Free2Be, an 
organisation that facilitates child centred community development  
in Kolkata with the aim of protecting children from vulnerabilities 

such as child labor, child marriage and child exploitation. 
For more, visit freetobe.org.au

*Government subsidised medicines. Commences 1st January 2016. Conditions apply, see pharmacist in store for details.

WE ARE PROUD TO PASS ON THE

$1 DISCOUNT* 

ON PBS PRESCRIPTIONS

*15 minute observation period is required after your 5 minute vaccination. Charges apply.  
Special patient groups are eligible to receive the influenza vaccination subsidised under the 

Government-funded National Immunisation Program.  For more information, please speak to the 
Pharmacist. Vaccinations administered by a registered nurse practitioner or qualified Pharmacist. 
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A WILD Friday night brawl in Toodyay’s 
main street in which police seized a 
tomahawk and a hammer resulted in one 
person apprehended and possible charges 
against six others who fled the scene.
 The fight broke out in Stirling Terrace 
near Henry Street at about 8pm on March 
18 while Australia’s national Tidy Towns’ 
winners were being announced 600m away 
at a VIP Memorial Hall dinner attended by 
WA Governor Kerry Sanderson.
 Local police raced to the scene after an 
off-duty officer spotted a crowd of onlookers 
watching a “full-on” street brawl involving 
several young people.
 Injuries included broken teeth, cut lips and 
minor facial injuries.
 All those involved in the brawl are known 
to police and inquiries are continuing.
 Toodyay police are appealing for witnesses 
to offer additional information.

River escape
A SUSPECTED drug dealer fled cross-
country on a motorcycle and almost crashed 
in the Avon River bed before escaping police 
capture.
 The rider was spotted about 4pm on Friday 
March 18 in Telegraph Road when he pulled 
out from Drummond Street on a blue Yamaha 
motorcycle in front of an oncoming police 
car.
 When officers gave chase, he took off 
across the nearby showgrounds oval and 

crossed onto an adjoining riverside track.
 Police lost sight of the rider after he nearly 
crashed his bike in the muddy river bed 
before escaping on the opposite bank.
 The rider has been hunted by local police 
for conveying drugs into Toodyay and was 
wearing a backpack suspected to contain 
methamphetamine (crystal meth, or ‘ice’).

Ice mother
A 20-YEAR-OLD driver caught with 
methamphetamine and a crystal meth pipe in 
her purse escaped drug charges after she said 
the items had been left there by her mother.
 The daughter said her mother had used her 
purse over the Easter holiday break and left 
her drugs and pipe in it.
 The mother will be charged with possession 
of drugs and drug paraphernalia.
 The daughter will face unrelated traffic 
charges, including driving without a licence 
after a court-ordered suspension.
  Another women will be charged with 
similar drug offences after her vehicle was 
stopped and found to contain two small 
press-seal plastic bags containing crystal 
meth and a pipe.

Cannabis raids
LOCAL POLICE used warrants to search 
two Toodyay homes last month and seized 
small quantities of cannabis, crystal meth 
and pipes at both addresses.
 Two men were charged and are due to face 
Northam court on the unrelated charges.

Guns stolen
A 410 SHOTGUN, a high-powered .243 rifle 
and a vehicle were stolen from a Coondle 
farm after the owner allegedly left his keys 
on the vehicle floor.
 The vehicle, which was parked under a 
carport, was later found burnt out on Julimar 

Road near Plunkett Road.
 The farmer’s guns are still missing.
 Members of the Julimar Volunteer Bush 
Fire Brigade were called out to extinguish 
the resultant bushfire.
 Police are appealing for any further 
information from the public.

Double demerit dinner
ALL FIVE Toodyay police were on duty 
over the five-day Easter holiday break when 
a total of 477 vehicles were stopped locally 
for random road safety traffic checks.
 A young driver who said he was on his way 
to buy take-away fish and chips for dinner 
on Easter Thursday evening was stopped by 
local police and charged with drink driving.
 Officers spotted the same car being driven 
a short time later, and thought it was the same 
driver.
 However, this time it was the man’s mother 
behind the wheel and she too tested positive 
for drink driving.
 Double demerit points over Easter means 
the mother faces losing her licence for at least 
three months.
 Most of the local police Easter campaign 
was focussed on Toodyay Road.

 A total of 10 charges were laid and one 
vehicle was seized when the driver was 
found to have no authority to drive.
 “It was a relatively quiet Easter with no 
fatalities but we had to wait until Tuesday 
night to eat our eggs,” Sgt Conder said.

ABOVE: Crystal methamphetamine found in a female motorists’ purse led to the woman’s 
mother being charged with possession. BELOW: Ice pipe found during road safety check..

Tomahawk seized by police after wild street brawl in Stirling Terrace..

Weapons seized in wild street brawl

Michael Sinclair-Jones

IN AN EXTRAORDINARY backflip 
conducted in near total secrecy, the Shire of 
Toodyay convened a special council meeting 
last month to reverse a decision to allow 
security roller shutters to be installed at the 
town’s liquor store in Stirling Terrace.
 Councillors had voted 5-4 on February 
23 – with Shire President David Dow and 
Deputy President Therese Chitty strongly 
opposed – to overturn shire heritage policy 
and allow metal security shutters to be 
installed after the building owner said the 
“high-risk business had been subject to 
numerous attempts at forced entry”.
 Contrary to normal shire practice in such 
circumstances, the building owner wasn’t 
told about the February 23 meeting and 
wasn’t present to hear the debate.
 Nor was he told the outcome.
 An unnamed councillor later approached 
Cr Dow and said the building tenant had not 
been consulted about the proposed roller 
shutters and “there has been no pattern of 
break-ins or damage to the front windows”.
 Without informing the building owner or 
advising the media, the shire then hastily 
convened a March 1 special council meeting 
that lasted only five minutes.
 Shire CEO Stan Scott, whose original 
recommendation to refuse the shutters on 
heritage grounds was overturned a week 
earlier, again recommended they be refused.
 The building owner was not told about the 
second meeting or offered an opportunity to 
respond to Mr Scott’s written report that the 
need for security roller shutters “appears to 
have been overstated”.
 It was the only item on the agenda, only 
three staff attended, there were no public 

questions and nobody was present in the 
public gallery when councillors voted 9-0 
to reverse their earlier decision.
 The recommendation was moved by Cr 
Sally Craddock – who opposed the shutters 
unsuccessfully at the previous meeting – 
and seconded by Crs Paula Greenway and 
Kate Wood, who changed her mind after 
supporting the shutters the previous week.
 It took another three days for the owner to 
find out what happened.
 Cr Dow later told The Herald that the 
March 1 special council meeting had been 
“publicised via Local Public Notice which 
was displayed on all Council Notice Boards 
and on the Shire’s website” and by giving all 
councillors at least three days’ notice.
 When asked where the shire’s public notice 
boards were, whether they were prominently 
visible to ratepayers going about their normal 
everyday business and whether the notice 
was published on the shire’s home page, he 
declined to answer.
 As far as The Herald can tell, there are no 
shire notice boards facing Stirling Terrace 
and the only one in the main shopping 
precinct is on the side of the old Post Office, 
away from the view of passing pedestrian 
traffic.

Near-secret meeting backflips
on liquor store security bid

Lights go out on security roller shutters
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of vehicle occupants said 
a bullbar prevented serious 
injury in a survey of 24,542 
recorded animal strikes.

Australian 4WD Industry Council Survey 
Report

Our bullbars protect many families. 
Let it do the same for yours. 

Get an Irvin Bullbar.

99.3%

Call us today on 9274 2511 
to help protect your family.

Call 9274 2511 or visit www.irvinbullbars.com.au

MEMBER

Michael Sinclair-Jones

TWO TOODYAY Shire Council meetings 
and a public forum have resulted in a 
Julimar couple winning their battle to stop 
a neighbour building a large shed in front 
of their bedroom window and ruining their 
rural views.
 Despite two recommendations by Shire 
Planning Officer Hugo de Vos to overturn 
policy and approve the shed, councillors 
finally voted 6-2 to knock it back.
 But the vote was not without controversy.
 Cr Sal ly Craddock,  who moved 
successfully in February for the matter to 
go to a council forum, sought to declare an 
interest – as she had previously – because 
she is a friend of one of the objectors.
 This would not normally bar councillors 
from voting, as Cr Craddock did in 
February.
 But this time she added that she was also 
her friend’s yoga teacher.
 It prompted Shire CEO Stan Scott to ask 

if Cr Craddock had a pecuniary (financial) 
interest that might require her to leave the 
council chamber.
 A protracted private discussion at the top 
table between Mr Scott, Shire President 
David Dow and Cr Craddock resulted in 
her deciding to leave.
 However, Cr Craddock seemed unware 
that under local government law she could 
have asked the other councillors to decide 
whether her financial interest was so 
“trivial or insignificant” as to allow her to 
stay.
 When asked later how Cr Craddock could 
have gained or lost financially by staying, 
Cr Dow said it was not for him to speculate.
 He said recent training for new 
councillors “may not have included” trivial 
or insignificant financial interests.
 Cr Craddock’s yoga class made no 
difference in the end – an amended 
recommendation to approve the shed was 
lost with only Deputy President Therese 
Chitty and Cr Brian Rayner voting for it.

Toodyay Festivals

FOR NEARLY a decade Toodyay Festivals 
Inc. (TFI) has been working quietly behind 
the scenes to kick-start local festivals and 
events.
 Co-founded in 2009 by Jasmin Devlin, Angi 
McCluskey and Andrew McCann, Toodyay 
Festivals has nurtured the community-run 
Moondyne Festival and privately-run Fibre 
Festival, Bush Poets and Yarnspinners and 
Toodyay Farmers Markets.
 Toodyay festivals graduated to promoting 
events through mentoring local community 
groups under an incorporation and insurance 
umbrella.
 Now, they are about to deliver start-up 
packages to expand dreams into reality.
 The group’s well-trialled resource base 
and individually tailored packages will give 
community members the confidence to be 
part of an exciting event calendar.
 Practical advice and guidance on starting 
an event includes risk management, 
funding, promotion, event resources and a 
personalised mentoring program.
 A colour brochure with contact and website 
details will soon be distributed throughout 
the region.
 Toodyay Festivals is a one-stop shop with 
a proven track record of taking raw ideas to 
the next level.

100 years’ experience
THIS YEAR’S nine-member executive 
committee has collectively chalked up more 
than 100 years of contributing to private and 
community event organisation.
 Co-founder and Chair Andrew McCann 
spent seven years on the Moondyne Festival 
Committee where he and undertook logistics 
and liaison with stallholders, and is a steady 
hand on the Toodyay Festivals tiller.
 Entertainment and costumes are in the 
capable hands of Vice-Chair Roz Davidson 
who has extensive entertainment contacts 
and is the driving force behind costume 
design. Roz has been an organiser with 
Carols by Candlelight and Kids Day events, 
Toodyay’s Christmas Street Party and 
Moondyne.
 Secretary and Grants Officer Rosemary 

Yoga bogey scuttles
Cr’s shed vote

Festival group gives events a leg up
Madacsi co-established and managed the 
Toodyay International Food Festival (2005-
2008).
 She has prior experience with trade 
events (1989-1997), tourism (2000-2008) 
and co-organised stallholders for the 2015 
Moondyne Festival.
 Treasurer Angi McCluskey has been 
involved with Moondyne since 2006 
coordinating entertainment and grants and 
as Festival Treasurer. Angi has organised 
entertainment for Toodyay International 
Food Festival, created the Avon Valley 
Writers Festival and has sat on the Australian 
Standards board.
 Toodyay Festivals stalwart Jasmin Devlin 
is the Moondyne Festival Coordinator and 
controls street theatre.
 Jasmin has been involved with all aspects 
of Moondyne’s event planning since 2006 
and has a handy list of street-theatre contacts.
 Ian Clifton-Shanhun oversees Toodyay 
Festivals governance. This Master of Arts: 
Dance Education has 30 years’ experience 
with local and international events.
 He is a skilled timeline manager and an 
expert on constitutions and governance.
 Miska Madacsi is a relative newcomer to 
Toodyay Festivals  but has been around local 
events and festivals for a long time. He co-
founded and ran the Toodyay International 
Food Festival (2005-2007), co-organised 
the Mainstreet Markets, and was involved 
in trade events from 1989-1997. Miska 
provides logistics and solutions.
 New kids on the block Peter and Delveen 
Wakefield have already proven they have 
what it takes.
  As the founders of the Fibre Festival they 
will bring their experience of events planning 
to Toodyay Festivals.
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emergency services

Bat in the Belfry
Geoff Appleby

ONE OF the more complex items discussed 
at last month’s council meeting was CEO 
Stan Scott’s recommendation to adopt a 
‘reviewed and revised’ Shire of Toodyay 
corporate business plan.
 Not surprisingly, councillors voted 
overwhelmingly to defer the apparently 
mistake-laden document.
 Even Shire President David Dow said he 
had “found quite a few mistakes in it”.
 “I think it’s a wonderful document but I’d 
prefer we didn’t adopt it tonight,” he said.
 That being so, one wonders why nobody in 
the shire office bothered to read it properly 
before wasting everybody’s time by serving 
it up to council in such a state.
 Cr Sally Craddock, who has a fine grasp 
of the English language, said it was a 
“fairly complex document that needs more 
explanation than is here – perhaps at a 
council forum where we can have a good 
discussion on it”.
 Shire Deputy President Therese Chitty 
disagreed, saying “we’ve had this document 
since Wednesday night, I’ve read it, I think 
it’s a great document and we should tick it 
off”.
 Cr Rob Wellburn said that as a (relatively) 
new councillor, he would like to do more 
investigation.
 “I don’t want to make a decision based on 
what other people think,” he said.
 Cr Paula Greenway said she had read 
it only the previous Friday and thought it 
would be good to “go through it in a forum”.
 All WA local government councils are 
required to have a corporate business plan, 
which basically lists what needs to be done 
to achieve strategic goals such as building a 
new swimming pool – whoops sorry, I meant 
“multi-purpose recreation facility with an 
aquatic facility”.
 It ought to be simple but what on earth 
does “and the social implications of our 
new Strategic Community plan will utilise 
the informing strategies of our finance, 
workforce and asset management plan to 

translate into actions that meet community 
expectations” mean?
 Can’t we have something in plain English 
that everyone can understand?
 If nobody in the office is capable of the 
task, I’m sure Cr Craddock could translate.
 The recommendation to adopt was rejected 
8-1 and the matter referred unanimously to 
the next forum at 4pm on Tuesday April 12 
for further discussion.
 Ironically, a later agenda item appeared 
to contradict an action already ticked off in 
the corporate business plan about providing 
“accurate and timely advice and information 
to members through agendas, meetings and 
forums”.
 It was a request by the Toodyay Club to 
waive current and future shire rates.
 Missing from the agenda report was the 
fact that under a previous ‘verbal agreement’ 
with the shire, the club hasn’t paid shire rates 
for the past 10 years.
 Also missing was the fact that the club is 
a not-for-profit incorporated association.
 Cr Dow started off an, at times, ill-informed 
debate by saying that he didn’t know if the 
club occupied shire-owned premises – a fact 
also missing from the agenda report.
 Cr Brian Rayner said lots of other local 
clubs used shire-owned facilities but didn’t 
pay rates.
 “The club provides a service and doesn’t 
make a lot of money,” he said.
 However, Cr Judy Dow said the club 
competed with two hotels that had to pay 
shire rates, so the club should too.
 Cr Chitty said the club was a money-
making operation, not a not-for-profit body 
like other local community organisations.
 “It’s a business that sells alcohol – it’s not 

a community, sports or cultural group,” she 
said.
 This contradicted Mr Scott’s report that 
the club “provides a valuable service to the 
community as a place for social gatherings 
and to play sport in a team environment 
representing the community of Toodyay”.
 Mr Scott said the Toodyay Club Inc. 
had exclusive use of the property and was 
separate to the Toodyay Bowling Club, 
which had an agreement with the club.
 He said he sent the Toodyay Club a rates 
notice last year after he noticed it was 
supposed to pay rates under its $200-a-year 
lease with the shire but hadn’t done so 
previously.
 “It’s a not-for-profit organisation which 
means there are no shareholders but it can 
still make a profit,” Mr Scott said.
 Nobody could answer Cr Kate Woods’ 
question why the Toodyay Club had 
been treated differently in the past to the 
Freemasons Hotel or the Victoria Hotel.
 Cr David Dow proposed that the club be 
charged only half rates for the next two 
years and there ensued an absurd interlude 
with some councillors attempting to draw 
comparisons with the footy club, the race 
club, the basket-weaver’s club, et al.
 Eventually the white flag went up and the 
council adjourned at 6pm for a dinner break.
 On return, confusion continued with 
Crs Wellburn and Greenway asking more 
questions, while the order of speakers was, 
to say the least, baffling.
 Debate finally ended with councillors 
voting 9-0 to charge the club half price for 
the next two years, which amounts to $1744 
in the current financial year, plus $1230 in 
rubbish and emergency services levies.
 It was nice to see former Cr Bob Somers 
at the meeting.
 He came along to ask a question about the 
shire’s Supreme Court case against former 
CEO Graham Merrick but, as could be 
expected, received no worthwhile answer.
 Bob stayed to the end and listened to an 
interesting debate on a topic once close to 
his heart – a recommendation to make it 
mandatory for ratepayers in areas where 

there is a rubbish collection to pay the shire 
levy whether they use the service or not.
 The item was the last on the agenda and 
Cr Chitty led the charge by suggesting that if 
everybody paid the levy, it would stop people 
putting household rubbish in roadside bins.
 Cr Craddock opposed the move, saying 
weekenders would be adversely affected and 
their bins, if left on the verge for a week or 
longer, could become a traffic hazard.
 During the debate it was suggested that it 
was not a good move to slug ratepayers an 
extra levy at the same time as increasing their 
rates.
 Crs Wood, Greenway and Wellburn all 
opposed extending the levy, as did Cr Eric 
Twine who suggested that if overflowing bins 
were a problem, the shire could follow the 
lead of others and put bigger bins at roadside 
bays.
 Crs David Dow, Judy Dow, Chitty and 
Rayner voted for the levy but the motion was 
lost 5-4.
 Good news for some dog owners and bad 
news for cats.
 Firstly the dogs.
 Councillors considered two applications 
to increase the number of dogs on two 
properties.
 There was rational and sensible debate with 
the result that Sam, Maggie, Flynn and Chez 
can happily live together in West Toodyay, 
and Rosie, Hayden, Mia and Shelby can 
enjoy each other’s company in Coondle.
 And now cats.
 Trawling through shire accounts in the 
addendum to the agenda, I noticed that 
moggy money is 28.85 per cent down on 
projected cat registration revenue.
 I know that the pussy patrol is being active 
in the pursuit of the shortfall, so if you 
haven’t got your moggy chipped, neutered 
and recorded in the shire annals, be on your 
guard – big brother is watching you.
 The maximum fine is $5000 per pussy each 
for non-sterilisation, non-micro-chippping 
and non-registration.
 Don’t blame the shire for this one – it’s  
WA Premier Colin Barnett’s pet legislation 
foisted on local government to implement.

Councillors grapple with errors and omissions

St John Ambulance, Toodyay Sub-
Centre
Heather Appleby

HOW quickly the year is going by.
 We have held the first of five raffles for the 
year. This was the Easter raffle and we are 
pleased to say we raised $1422.
 Thanks go to all those who donated prizes, 
including The Meat Hook Toodyay, Toodyay 
IGA, Arthur Robinson Azaleas, The Cursed 
Cafe and also to all of you who purchased 
tickets.
 First prize included a variety of items 

and vouchers to make up an Easter lunch 
– champagne, wine, voucher for meat, 
pavlova, hot cross buns, soft drinks and of 
course Easter eggs.
 The lucky winners were Kim and Sue 
Maddrill.
 Second prize was a large first-aid kit and 
this went to Sandra of Toodyay, with third 
prize of a car safety kit won by Peter from 
Northam.
 We will now be gathering and organising 
prizes for our Mothers’ Day raffle.
 Tickets will be available from various 
outlets and the raffle stall on April 29 and 

30 will be outside the Toodyay IGA store.
 Tickets will also be on sale at the first-aid 
post at the Moondyne Festival on Sunday 
May 1.
 Our volunteers from Bolgart have been 
busily putting together a raffle for Mothers’ 
Day and tickets for this will be available at 
the local Bolgart Traders.
 A goal has been set this year to train 
a minimum of 600 people with first-aid 
knowledge.
 In order to reach this goal we are trying to 
run first-aid courses each month at the local 
Toodyay Sub-Centre.

 We have provided Automatic External 
Defibrillator (AED) training to a number of 
local fire brigades and we are negotiating 
with local schools to provide first-aid 
training to every student including kindy 
classes through to year 12.
 Any first-aid knowledge is better than 
none.
 We are also seeking new ambulance 
volunteers for Morangup and Bolgart.
 Toodyay is now fortunate in having a good 
number of volunteers but more are needed 
in these two areas.
 If you feel you could provide this service 
to the community, please visit the website 
stjohnchangelives.com.au/volunteer-
ambulance-officer.html where you can 
complete an application on line.
 Please contact Carolynne in the office on 
9574 2390 should you know of anyone or any 
group that may need some first aid training, 
or if you wish to volunteer or book for one 
of the future first-aid courses.

Ambos aim to train 600 in first-aid this year

ARSON squad officers are investigating 
several small scrub fires on verges on 
O’Brien Road onto Lancewood Avenue, 
Gidgegannup.
 The fires occurred around 5:30am on 
Thursday March 3.
  Officers are urging the  public to report any 
suspicious behaviour around bushland.
 If you see something or know anything – 
say something.
 In life threatening emergencies or if  smoke 
can be seen in bushland areas, call 000.
 To report suspicious activity, call 131 444.
 Anyone with information about bushfires 
and arsonists are urged to call Crime 
Stoppers on 1800 333 000 or report it online 
at crimestopperswa.com.au.
 Significant rewards are offered for 
information that leads to the identification 
and conviction of an arsonist.

Arson squad probes 
Gidgie verge fires

http://www.stjohnchangelives.com.au/volunteer-ambulance-officer.html
http://www.stjohnchangelives.com.au/volunteer-ambulance-officer.html


 THE TOODYAY HERALD April 2016 Page 9

emergency services

WORKMEN last month laid heavy cables 
down Stirling Terrace to link to the new 
high-speed National Broadband Network 
to a 40m wireless transmission tower being 
built at Lloyd’s Hill, behind the racecourse.
 The work, which was tidied up for the 
National Tidy Towns awards in Toodyay 
on March 18, is expected to enable local 
residents to connect to new NBN internet 
services by the middle of the year.
 The new Drummondi Drive tower is one 
of five being built or completed in Toodyay.
 Bejoording and other communities beyond 
the range of NBN wireless towers have been 
promised new high-speed satellite broadband 
services.
 The new network is being promoted as a 
‘sea change’ for Wheatbelt communities that 
may encourage more young families to move 
to towns such as Toodyay.
 NBN Co, which is managing construction, 
say faster local broadband services will 
attract more people to leave the city for 
a better-quality country lifestyle while 
retaining the ability to work from home.
 It will also have a beneficial impact on 
emergency services communications.

NBN gears up for mid-year rollout

Work crews make a start on  NBN cable rollout on Stirling Terrace.

Bejoording Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade
From the desk of The Badger

IN A RECENT column we celebrated the 
influx of new members, young and old, and 
commented on the need for constant renewal. 
A timely comment indeed.
 As we reach the end of the fire season there 
have been some inevitable changes. 
 Sadly, we bid farewell to Fiona Glossop 
who has been a dedicated constant presence 
for many years in both front-line firefighting 
and essential leadership roles, most recently 
as operations officer.
 Fiona has been an inspiration to new 
members and a role model for all members. 
We acknowledge and applaud her service.
 For Fiona now is the time for her to focus 
on some of life’s other priorities but she 
won’t be far away as her husband Mark 
continues as another stalwart in our brigade.
 We all thank you, Fiona, and wish you well 
in your future endeavours.
 Changes in the employment situations of 
a couple of our members mean that some 
back office positions need to be filled but 
fortunately we have not lost anyone from 
the important front-line fire-fighting team 
and we have the quiet season to groom some 
new members to take over the vacated roles.
 What was that controversial statement 
made by our top pollie lately – “continuity 
with change”? Well that’s us, and the 
Bejoording Brigade will carry on delivering 
essential services to our community as 
normal.
 We have moved from the total fire ban 
season to the permit season, soon there 
will be no restrictions and our enemy in the 
coming months will be complacency.
 The Bejoording Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade asks you to be vigilant and careful 
when lighting any fire, even in your own 
back yard.
 Always remember to plan ahead and 
prepare for fire and also have a clear 
contingency strategy in place should things 
get out of control.
 Fires can be a catastrophic risk to people, 
animals and property, so please take care.
 Advice is free, and getting it wrong can be 
expensive.
 If you have any questions you can contact 
Captain Barry Grey on 9574 2149, or 
the Badger on 9574 4834. Please leave a 
message if we’re not there.
 Our next regular meeting is at 6.00pm at 
the shed on Tuesday April 19.

Changing of 
the guard at 
Bejoording

Toodyay Community Safety and 
Crime Prevention Association
Desraé Clarke

FARMLAND vineyard job scams are 
targeting backpackers who are either overseas 
visitors or students taking a gap year.
 Fake employment offers have often been 
posted on-line using classified websites such 
as Gumtree.
 Those targeted have provided upfront 
accommodation costs via bank deposits to 
ultimately discover there was no such work 
or accommodation.
 Unfortunately they have often provided 
vital personal information such as bank and 
passport details.
 Do not provide any of this information.
 Check the following:
 1 WA employment agents must be licensed.
 2 They are not permitted to charge fees to 
prospective employees.
 3 It is suggested independent research into 
the employment agent or venue should be 
carried out.
 4 Be initially suspicious of advertisements 
on Gumtree.
 5 Report anyone who wants you to pay 
them for finding work on 1300 30 40 54.
Toodyay Police               9574 9555
CRIMESTOPPERS    1800 333 000
Consumer Protection 1300 30 40 54

Raining, training and a milestone
Toodyay Central Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade
Mick McKeown

WE HAVE just had a wet Easter weekend 
and it looks like this year’s rain may have 
come a bit earlier than usual, so there’s hope 
for a quiet time coming up on the firefighting 
front.
 Toodyay Central Brigade turned out to a 
couple of fires in the last month, a permitted 
burn that got away and a fire caused by a 
lightning strike.
 Both fires were dealt with relatively 
quickly although the get-away burn took up 
about five hours of time for several units and 
personnel from Central and other brigades.
 A training session was held during the 

month for those interested in learning about 
the 12.2 water tanker, so-called because it 
carries 12,000 litres of water and is 2 wheel 
drive.
 The 12.2 is used to supply water to 
firefighting trucks and can also be set up to 
supply firefighting helicopters, known as 
helitacs.
 The evening session conducted by Kevin 
Hug was well attended by around 20 people 
from several brigades. Thanks Kevin.
 Toodyay Central is celebrating its 20th 
anniversary this year.
 Central was formed in 1996 when the 
former Red Hill and West Toodyay brigades 
were disbanded and new brigades were 
formed in the Shire.
 We still have a few active members who 
were part of the Red Hill Brigade.

 At our meeting on Tuesday April 26 we will 
be having a small celebration involving cake 
and later in the year there will have a more 
formal function to recognise this milestone.
 Meanwhile at Toodyay Central we’re 
always keen to welcome new members.
 The training that is provided will not only 
help you to help others but will also give you 
the skills and confidence to help yourself 
when the need arises.
 If you are interested in finding out 
more about our brigade or if you would 
like to join, please get in touch with our 
Captain, Mick McKeown 0439 998 808, 
our Secretary, Wayne Clarke 6364 3609 or 
email: 2jcentralvbfb@westnet.com.au
 Our next monthly meeting will be held 
at 7:30pm on Tuesday April 26 at the fire-
station in Stirling Terrace.

Julimar Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Alison Wroth

THE BRIGADE has been very quiet this 
month regarding fire callouts but our Friday 
night training sessions and subsequent social 
gatherings are enticing even the hardiest 
auxiliary members along now that the nights 
are beginning to cool down.
 We have also been quite active on the 
fundraising front where we saw our captain 
Peter Sapwell in his element.
 We are still unsure if it was because he 
was accepting money with both hands while 
seated as self-appointed Treasurer or because 
he was surrounded by women all day but you 
just could not get the grin off Peter’s face 
from the beginning of the fundraising effort 
to when it wound up.
 Our fundraising force led by Peg and 
Mary organised a catering team of eager 
workers for a clearing sale in mid-March to 
bake cakes, chop onions, butter rolls, cook 
sausages and sell tea and coffee throughout 
the day.
 Heartfelt thanks must go to all of these 

Fun and fundraising at 
Julimar Fireplace

workers: you all know who you are and what 
a wonderful job you did.
 Fundraising is so easy and so much fun 
when all the members of your brigade get on 
so well, and it turned into such an enjoyable 
day.
 Having achieved our goal on the fundraising 
front, we are now looking ahead to when the 
fire ban is lifted and, from past experience, 
the call-outs usually become a bit more 
frequent.
 Most members on the brigade are up to 
date with their training courses but Grant will 
advise well ahead of time if you are required 
to update your skills or when a course you 
have been waiting for is approaching, so you 
will have plenty of time to get the application 
form in.
 If you have any queries regarding the close 
of the fire season or the issuing of permits, 
please do not hesitate to call in at the Julimar 
Fire Shed on Friday evenings from 5.30pm 
for a chat with any of our well-versed fire 
fighters who can point you in the right 
direction.
 See you down at The Fireplace.

Scams target rural 
backpacker jobs

Walk amongst “Free Range Emus” 
in natural bushland

•	 Guided	Tours	
•	 Emu	Products	Shop		
•	 Dining	Area
•	 Tea	and	Coffee
•	 Ice	Cream	and	Cool	Drinks
•	 Toilets
•	 Ample	Parking	

Coach	and	School		Groups	by	Appointment

Open Daily 10AM – 4PM
Phone 9574 1415

TOODYAY 
EMU FARM

mailto:2jcentralvbfb@westnet.com.au
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Plus you get:*

   reverse cycle air
 31c ceilings to living areas
 Stone benchtops to kitchen 

including breakfast bar
 Instantaneous Bosch gas HWS
 Mirrored robe sliders to minor 

bedrooms
 Soft closed toilet seats
 Plus much more. 

View the full list of inclusions 
at redinkhomes.com.au

MANAGING DIRECTOR

H  O  M  E  S
your home, your choice

Call us today on 6336 9118  l  sales@redinkhomes.com.au
For display home locations visit redinkhomes.com.au

*  Conditions Apply. Elevation for illustration purposes only. Price applicable to Toodyay only. Please ask your 

sales representative for prices in surrounding areas. Financial Services provided by SPG Finance Pty Ltd 

trading as Lets Finance Australian Credit Licence Number 390261. BRN 12049

THE CALYPSO 245m2       12.5m FRONTAGE      3  2  2 12.5m FRONTAGE

We’ll get you more
Visit letsfinance.com.au

FLOORING 
PACKAGE

VALUE 

$8000

WINDOW COVERING 
PACKAGE

VALUE 

$10,000

GAS FIRE PLACE 
PACKAGE

VALUE

$8,300

ILVE KITCHEN 
PACKAGE

VALUE

$11,200

Double Garage
Grano -1c

Ceiling @ 25c
5.99 x 6.19

Entry

Master Suite

WIR

4.03 x 4.01
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3.48 x 3.45

Theatre
3.98 x 4.01
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Paved -1c

Ceiling
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Living
Ceiling @ 31c

5.46 x 4.32

Bed 2
3.48 x 3.05

Bed 3
3.73 x 3.01

Alfresco
Paved @ -1c
Ceiling @ 28c

5.00 x 3.00

Dining
Ceiling @ 31c

5.46 x 5.00

R
O

B
E

Refrigerated Reverse 
Cycle Fully Ducted 

Air Conditioning

8 Outlets, 4 Zones

3D THEATRE 
PACKAGE

VALUE 

$10,330

Any 2 Packages included all for $227,990*

SAVE    $21,000+UP
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THIS YEAR’S Toodyay Lions Jumbo 
Auction has raised nearly $4000, half of 
which will go to help the Yarloop Fire 
Appeal.
 The 485 lots sold last month went under 
the hammer for a total of about $25,000.

Toodyay Scouts
Samantha Connor

WHEN Toodyay Herald editor Michael 
Sinclair-Jones agreed to talk to the Toodyay 
Scouts about running a newspaper, he 

Toodyay Agricultural Society
Alison Wroth

AFTER our President John Mitchinson 
opened last month’s committee meeting, we 
were off and running in our efforts to put 
on what we think is one of the best country 
shows in the state, our 163rd Toodyay 
Agricultural Show.
 All sub-committees have been elected, 
featuring reliable and experienced committee 
members.
 We have begun a new asset list and audit 
sub-committee after a motion from our 
recent AGM.
 The register will now be compiled for the 
society during the year.
 New member Carrie Skinner is also our 
new secretary and was welcomed with both 
gratitude and open arms as we know how 
hard it is to find a secretary these days.
 Thanks must go to our past secretary 
Megan Ebdon for working so hard to get 
our committee through last year’s show.
 We also have to thank Megan for all that 
lovely baking that she bought through the 
year to each committee meeting.
 As with past secretaries, we seem to have 
won Megan over and she has returned once 
again this year as a committee member, and 
hopefully we’ll see more cakes.
 Each month we will promote different 
show aspects such as entertainment and the 
various competition sections.
 Various publicity will help promote the 
show on the second Saturday in October.
 Please keep on reading this column or just 
check toodyayagsociety.com.au.
 Catch up next month.

Lions Jumbo Auction a roaring success
 Auctioneer Nathan Martin – assisted by 
Tony Maddox during Nathan’s lunch break 
– supervised brisk bidding, with the highest 
price of $450 paid for a jarrah picnic bench.
 Food and drinks were served as a fundraiser 
by Toodyay District High School Parents & 

Citizens’ Association volunteers.
 Lions’ spokesman Jim Silvester thanked 
the Shire of Toodyay for free use of the 
showground and other support, and about 
20 volunteers who helped make it a “very 
successful” day.

probably didn’t expect to be on the other end 
of an interview.
 The Scouts grilled The Herald’s editor with 
no-holds-barred questions about his life, 
Toodyay and our town’s local newspaper.
Q: Do you like your job?
A: I love it. I started 44 years ago as a cadet 
journalist aged 20 in Kalgoorlie and I’m still 
doing it, though I’m now semi-retired. 
 I have worked at The Kalgoorlie Miner, 
The West Australian (as Deputy Chief of 
Staff), The Western Mail, The Countryman 
and The Kent and Sussex Courier (UK).
 I have also written for The Adelaide 
Advertiser and London’s Daily Mail, and 
photographed refugees on Christmas Island 
for The Australian newspaper.
 However, being the editor of The Toodyay 
Herald is the best job I ever had, though 
it pays a lot less than I used to earn – it’s 
essentially a volunteer position.
Q: Does your coffee consumption increase 
during production week?

A: I don’t drink coffee, just tea. I work long 
hours, though – usually a 10 or 12-hour day. 
Like most journalists, I average about two 
or three stories a day. I wrote two articles 
yesterday.
Q: Were you ever a Scout?
A: I tried Cubs but I left because I was told I 
would have to learn the Scout Promise and I 
have a terrible memory ‒ that is why I always 
write things down, otherwise I forget.
Q: Have you ever been sacked?
A: Yes. I was fired from The Kalgoorlie 
Miner when I wrote a story a politician didn’t 
like. The secretary of the journalists’ union 
told my boss it was their fault for not training 
me properly so I was transferred to Perth – it 
was a much better job and I got a pay rise.
Q: When you are working at The Herald and 
typing up articles, what do you do?
A: There’s a nice bakery down the road, so I 
work for a while, then take a break and buy a 
chocolate brownie at the bakery to have with 
my tea. It’s not good for my waistline though.

Q: Do you prefer writing stories or taking 
photographs?
A: I like both – it is a great feeling when you 
take a good action photo. I took some at the 
Avon Descent last year and used one on the 
front page of the newspaper. But it is good 
when you write a great story too.
Q: Have you ever messed up or made a 
mistake when working as a journalist?
A: I try not to remember mistakes. I think my 
biggest was writing a story when I was young 
that caused a referendum to be declared void.
Q: Is there anything you cannot publish?
A: Yes. You can only publish things that are 
true and that you can prove, otherwise you 
can be sued for damages. I know a few things 
that I can’t publish yet until I get proof.
Q: What do you like about Toodyay?
A: It is a wonderful place and I am lucky and 
fortunate to live here. The best thing about 
being the editor of The Toodyay Herald is 
being able to help celebrate the community 
we live in.

Auctioneer Nathan Martin encourages spirited bidding for the 485 lots, most of which were sold.

Herald editor Michael Sinclair-Jones

Editor grilled about getting fired and other screw-ups

New member 
elected new 

secretary
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Restaurant Raconteur
Ravi Broadbean

ALTHOUGH not strictly in Toodyay, Cherith 
Grove is only short way beyond the shire 
border in Mayo Road, nestled in the rolling 
hills of the picturesque Darling Ranges.
 Until recently, the restaurant specialised 
in pizzas which complemented the other 
enterprise on this extensive property – the 
production of high quality organic extra 
virgin olive oil.
 The scenery is stunning, with eight hectares 
of Mediterranean olive trees and a pair of 
friendly donkeys near the front gate.
 We were accompanied at lunch by Rupert 
and Clarissa from Toodyay, who had 
prompted this visit, and we dined on the 
restaurant veranda overlooking olive groves 
and well-manicured gardens.
 Cherith Grove has recently been fortunate 
in attracting an award-winning and very 
artistic chef, Richard, who has a great 
passion and flair for preparing food that is 
‘different’.
 The restaurant is not licensed and, as 
usual, I had selected wines from my cellar 
to complement the online menu.
 However, Richard’s artistic streak had 
substituted some different dishes, and we 
chose from a menu with slight variances.
 I had brought a 2006 Winzerdorfer Rebbeg 
Riesling to accompany the Thai fish curry but 
alas this was one of the dishes that had been 
scratched.
 Fortunately, Rupert had brought along a 
Philippe Foreau Vouvray Moelleux Reserve 

Clos Naudin 2009 which is a very versatile 
Chenin Blanc, so all was well.
 For an entree I chose escargot vol-au-vent, 
Bonita and Clarissa shared a roasted beetroot 
salad with fried haloumi cheese and Rupert 
had the roasted pumpkin with a bocconcini 
and herb salad.
 All the entree dishes were tremendous 
value at $16 each.
 My main course was braised Szechuan 
pepper lamb spring rolls served with an 
Asian slaw; Bonita chose pork eye of loin 
with sautéed potato, black pudding and a 
nectarine relish; and Clarissa had the citrus 
baked orange roughy served with a sweet 
potato gratin and rocket, all well-priced at 
$23 each.
 Rupert ordered the Moroccan chicken with 
couscous, preserved lemon and harissa; even 
better value at $22.
 My garlicky buttered snails served in 
their own little puff pastry jackets were 
sensational.
 Bonita and Clarissa fought over the last 
skerrick of beetroot and Rupert waxed lyrical 
over his roasted pumpkin.
 We were not totally prepared for the 
‘courageous’ menu on offer but fortunately 
Rupert had also brought along a Dom 
Perignon Limited Edition Metamorphosis 
Rosé 2003.
 Although a Chardonnay would have better 
suited my escargot, the Rosé was enjoyed by 
us all as an accompaniment to our entrees.
 Richard’s love of food and his artistic 
temperament shone through the entrees and 
we all scored them nine and a half stars.
 Let’s now get the bad news out of the way.

 I was not enthused by my pepper lamb 
spring rolls – it was an interesting dish but 
just didn’t do it for me.
 The lamb was slightly overcooked as was 
the casing, and something was missing with 
the structure of the dish.
 It was served with sweet soy sauce which 
has a thick, syrupy consistency and unique, 
sweet and somewhat molasses-like flavour 
due to generous addition of palm sugar.
 This was, however, a well-planned 
combination and the flavours gelled 
reasonably well.
 I awarded the dish seven stars out of 10.
 Bonita’s pork and black pudding again 
demonstrated the chef’s insightful skill in 
putting together unusual combinations.
 On my recent European speaking tour I 
promoted black pudding as one of the new 
‘it’ foods of 2016 and I was amazed that word 
had already spread to Cherith Grove.
 Bonita’s main was superb and cooked to 
perfection.
 The nectarine relish again demonstrated the 
chef’s skill in matching accouterments and 
the only fault that Bonita found was that the 
pork was very slightly chewy, a failing she 
attributed to the butcher rather than the chef.
 She scored the dish nine and a half stars.
 The Winzerdorfer Riesling did not go to 
waste as Rupert drank it with his Moroccan 
chicken.
 This was another well-constructed dish 
with an interesting combination of the 
flavours of the marinade permeating through 
the drizzled harissa.
 The marriage of the aromatic cumin, 
turmeric and coriander with the chilli-based 

harissa was perfect.
 Rupert scored the dish another nine and a 
half stars.
 Clarissa has had a long association with 
food and is not easy to please.
 However on this occasion she was a push-
over when confronted with the fish dish.
 It was a good choice for Clarissa to judge 
because she is a stickler for presentation and 
was terribly impressed by the portrait on her 
plate.
 The sweet potato gratin cooked with 
pouring cream and butter was thinly sliced 
into neat squares and topped with rocket.
 It looked amazing beside the orange roughy 
and tasted even better.
 She gave it a perfect score of 10.
 Desserts were also all up to a similarly high 
standard.
 Rupert had vanilla crème profiteroles, 
Bonita likes her coffee strong and the 
chocolate mousse with espresso jelly gave 
her a caffeine fix for the day, Clarissa 
described her banana cheese cake as delicate 
and delicious, and my crème brûlée was one 
of the best I have tasted in WA.
 A total of nine and a half stars each for the 
desserts.
 Overall, Cherith Grove produces the goods.
 Richard has transformed the business 
from a very good pizzeria to an even better 
boutique restaurant.
 It is relatively inexpensive, has an easy 
relaxing atmosphere and offers a constantly 
changing menu.
 No doubt Tarquin and Daisy, on reading 
about the desserts, will want us to revisit 
soon and include them in the excursion.

Clarissa and Bonita battle over beetroot

Toodyay Scouts
Samantha Connor

ANZAC Day is traditionally one of the 
scouting calendar’s biggest events.
 For many years, the scouts have participated 
in Toodyay’s Anzac Day service and parade.
 They are also an important part of a joint 
cooperative between the Toodyay RSL and 
the Toodyay Scouts – the Anzac Vigil.
 With RSL support, local scouts stand  vigil 
at the Toodyay War Memorial, with members 
standing silently at quarters during the night.
 As part of this important event, the scouts 
also take part in a national activity, the Their 
Service, Our Heritage badge.
 This award was introduced in 2000 to raise 
young  scouts’ awareness about our veterans. 
 To complete the badge, scouts must 
take part in an Anzac Day march, invite a 
serviceman or veteran to their meeting to talk 
to them or maintain their local memorial.
 We were lucky this year to invite scout 
parent Clinton Barrett, who served in the 
Australian Army and was also a scout.
 Clinton showed local scouts a collection 
of memorabilia and equipment, and talked 
about his training and service.
 His daughter, Indiana, presented Clinton 
with a certificate of thanks from the scouts.
 Toodyay scouts will again this year conduct 
the vigil, with many sharing names with 
those listed on the Toodyay War Memorial.
 All current and fiormer scouts are invited 
to attend  local Anzac Day services at the 
Toodyay War Memorial in Clinton Street. 
on Monday April 25.
 Scouts will assemble at the Toodyay 

Gardeners Shed at 5pm on Sunday April 24.
 For more information, contact Samantha 
on 0400 890 571 or moondyne@iinet.net.au.

RSL Toodyay
Bruce Guthrie

APRIL is a busy month with Anzac Day 
services supported by our community.
 Service details, times and locations are 
published at the bottom of this page.
 The sub branch recently donated to the WA 
Sailors, Soldiers and Airman’s Relief Fund to 
support  RSL members affected by January’s 
terrible Yarloop/Waroona bushfires.
 This year’s winners of the 2016 Sandakan 
Scholarship Tour met  sponsors and the RSL 
president for photographs and conversation  
– best wishes were extended to the winners 
for their journey to Borneo this month.
 We are thank sponsors the Shire of 
Toodyay, Toodyay and Districts Bendigo 
Community Bank, Toodyay Dental Clinic, 
Toodyay Op Shop, Toodyay Lions Club 
and Toodyay District High School for their 
generosity and support.
 The welfare of all members is always on 
the minds of the executive and in particular 
our welfare officers.
 We wish good progress and a speedy 
recovery to those who may be unwell and 
look forward to seeing you on Anzac Day.

Scouts prepare to stand silent 
overnight vigil for Anzac Day

Toodyay scout Seth Day with Their Service, Our Heritage military gear. Photo Zak Rae.

Donations help 
Yarloop and Waroona 

RSL members

http://www.wine.com/v6/Philippe-Foreau-Vouvray-Moelleux-Reserve-Clos-Naudin-2009/wine/112786/Detail.aspx
http://www.wine.com/v6/Philippe-Foreau-Vouvray-Moelleux-Reserve-Clos-Naudin-2009/wine/112786/Detail.aspx
http://www.wine.com/v6/Dom-Perignon-Limited-Edition-Metamorphosis-Rose-in-Gift-Box-2003/wine/134791/Detail.aspx
http://www.wine.com/v6/Dom-Perignon-Limited-Edition-Metamorphosis-Rose-in-Gift-Box-2003/wine/134791/Detail.aspx
http://www.wine.com/v6/Dom-Perignon-Limited-Edition-Metamorphosis-Rose-in-Gift-Box-2003/wine/134791/Detail.aspx
mailto:moondyne@iinet.net.au
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Bejoording Community News
The Badger

AS WE were going to press last month the 
road maintenance crews were painting the 
white line all the way from Culham to well 
beyond Bejoording.
 Our individuality might be dampened but 
we still have a unique community.
 Let’s hope it was worth the expense 
because nothing has been done yet about the 
danger spots on Bejoording Road.
 Some good news – one of our favourite 
canine members Frankie, brother of Blondie, 
had a bad road accident recently and has been 
limping around the shed with a leg in plaster 
for a few weeks.
 The plaster is now off and Frankie is almost 
fully recovered.
 Never has a dog learned more quickly how 
to milk the sympathy vote, but its reality time 
now Frankie, no more tummy rubs and food 
treats when nobody is looking.
 Shed numbers, usually a bit quieter than 
usual after the Christmas break, are building 
once more on Wednesday evenings.
 The annual American Hot Dog Night was 
its usual success. All we need now is our 
open pit fire and the year will be well under 
way.
 Don’t forget Wednesday April 6 which is 
our AGM and the annual T-Bone Feast Night, 
always a popular event.
 Come along and have your say about the 
activities of the community group, and help 

Ieva Tomsons

TOODYAY’S butcher shop has a new name, 
new look and new owners who are set on 
supplying locals with a choice of locally 
sourced meat.
 The refurbished premises, which at the 
rear served as a brothel in the 1920s, is now 
a classy boutique butcher with a tempting 
array of fresh and processed meat products.
 The Meat Hook Toodyay is a natural 
progression for Anthea Brown and Luke 
Jones who run Dorper sheep, Boer goats 
and Angus cattle on Baillee Farm on the 
Toodyay-Northam Road.
 Their front-of-house Dave Mangini is a 
master butcher who is enjoying creating new 
product lines with old flavours after years of 
meat inspecting and TAFE teaching.
 The Meat Hook team has come together 
“at the right time and in the right place”, 
according to Anthea.
 As a third-generation farmer with a 
corporate law/marketing background, 
Anthea has adopted biological farming 
practices which boost both pasture and 
animal resilience to produce more nutrient-
dense foods with old-fashioned flavours.
 Running with the concept of paddock-to-
plate, Anthea established Macabee Dorper 
Lamb in 2013 which, for the past three years, 
has been supplying niche outlets in the city 
and Subiaco Farmers Markets on Saturdays.
 Leasing the butcher’s shop was a logical 
move for Macabee which now has its own 
commercial premises where the team prepare 
and package from 6-10 carcasses a week for 
the markets.
 Anthea’s partner Luke Jones says he was 
“born in the meat industry” following on in 
the family stock-buying trade and managing 
the Gingin small-stock abattoir in a lifetime 
spent around the meat-processing business.
 The pair met at the loading ramp at the 
saleyards and the rest, as they say, is history.
 Last month The Meat Hook supplied the 
meat for a statewide barbecue competition 
that saw Bakers Hill couple Glenn and 
Julie-Ann Tindal-Davies take out the grand 
champion trophy.
 The Tindal-Davies of JAGRD Outdoor 
Ovens cooked pork, lamb and beef prepared 
by Dave in their wood-fired smoker and 
came up trumps at the Australasian Barbeque 
Alliance Championships in the Swan Valley.
 The win is a great example of Avon Valley 
businesses working together to achieve 
national recognition for local enterprises.
 It’s all about “collaborating with like-
minded people” and “building relationships 
with suppliers and customers,” said Anthea.

Meat Hook goes the whole hog

 The Meat Hook’s ethos is to use all parts 
of the animal, so fresh offal is available in 
addition to custom-cut meat and mince.
 The team will also prepare gluten-and-
preservative-free sausages and Dave wants 
the last word on his hand-cut sausages.
 “They have a chunkier texture and you can 
see what you’re getting, not like those ‘puree’ 
sausages.”
 For a man who says that you should never 
eat anything you can’t pronounce, it comes 
as a surprise that at night he is boning up on 

Charcuterie – delicatessen cold meats such 
as ham, bacon, pate, terrines, etc.
 The Meat Hook will provide as much 
locally-reared product as possible but is also 
happy to source organic and non-regional 
meat such as buffalo.
 In future, customers can look forward to 

more ready-made meals such as lamb ragout 
and don’t be surprised when traditional 
smallgoods from Dave’s Charcuterie hit the 
shelves.
 It’s a work in progress and Anthea happily 
reports that customer response has been 
“super positive”.

(L-R) Luke Jones, Dave Mangini and Anthea Brown with their popular range of chilli faggots.

Hobbling Frankie milks 
the sympathy vote

us choose our committee for the year going 
forward.
 Once again I remind you that on Sunday 
May 1 we’ll be having our annual ‘Clean-Up 
Bejoording Day’.
 This will be the last column before then 
and we would like to see a major effort by 
as many local residents as possible.
 Come and help us to pick up litter and 
rubbish from our roadsides, and enjoy a 
sausage sizzle and fellowship afterwards.
 With footy tipping now under way, and 
inspired by Hawthorn, the Badger is aiming 
to achieve a double.
 The very professionally painted and 
personalised wooden spoon he won last year 
will hopefully be his again this year.
 The Badger never wins anything normally 
so the wooden spoon hangs in his home with 
great pride.
 His father always said “If you can’t win 
then lose well”.
 Your monthly reminder. We meet every 
Wednesday evening (except in January) at 
the Bejoording Community Centre which 
shares premises with the local volunteer bush 
fire brigade in Bejoording Road.
 Come along from 6pm, and leave when 
it suits you.It’s strictly ‘come as you are’ 
casual, kids are welcome, and there are fun 
events every month.
 If you aren’t yet a member, we’d love to 
get to know you.
 For further information contact president 
Barry Grey on 9574 2149, or call The Badger 
on 0414 250 484. Hope to see you soon.
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©100% Australian made by using BlueScope  steel and Pioneer Water Tanks’ 
©exclusive AQUALINER . 

Since 1998, Pioneer Water Tanks has supplied Australia with water tanks for
domestic, farming, fire fighting and industrial applications. With a national network
of over 50 distributors across Australia, discover the difference in having a local
contact to give you immediate and direct access to tank servicing, warranty repairs
and spare parts.

Your local Distributor in Toodyay

Shane Wedlake - Telephone: 9574 2092 - Mobile: 0407 448 565

Place your order by 5PM WST 15 APRIL 2016 and SAVE*

SUMMER Roberts is off to a racing good 
start.
 She began her cycling year with the Mark 
Webb Memorial which is an individual time 
trial that travels 44kms, from our great town 
of Toodyay to Gidgegannup.
 This time trial has been run every year 
since 1997 and commemorates the life of 
local cyclist Mark Webb who died tragically 
the previous year.
 A time trial is about a rider, the road and 
the fastest time they can do a set distance.
 Riders are set off at one-minute intervals 
to help avoid congestion on the road and to 
give the rider ample room for success.
 Summer won her age division and came 
third overall being beaten only by the current 
Olympic silver medallist and an elite Swiss 
rider.
 It is interesting to note that all riders in 
this event, and any riders who compete on 
our roads, must be officially licensed with 
Cycling Australia.
 The licensing cost also includes third-party 
insurance should something unforeseen 
happen on the road.
 After the memorial event Summer went 
on to compete in the WA 40km time trial 
championships at Wandi and came second 
in her age group and fourth overall.
 The course was relatively flat, which is 
unknown to Summer as all her training and 

Summer over the moon in cycle trial

Summer qualifies for September’s world amateur cycling championships in Perth.

previous competitions have been on hilly 
circuits.
 Her latest event was the Union Cycling 
International World Cycling Tour Perth time 
trial which was the qualifier for the world 
championships in September.
 Summer got off to a rather shaky start with 
all the excitement and hopes of qualifying – 
she was extremely nervous.
 At one stage she was being held by both 
starters while she settled her nerves for the 
speedy take off down the start ramp but once 
she got going she was flying.
 Hitting speeds of 55kmh and averaging 
38kmh over the 15km flat but technical 
course, she came home in fourth position 
missing out on first by 28 seconds, second 
by a mere three seconds and third by just two 
seconds.
 As the woman who finished second was 
representing Great Britain and the first 
three Australians all qualify, this means that 
Summer will once again represent Australia 
and Toodyay at the World Amateur Cycling 
Championships.
 Summer was over the moon with her effort. 
Not expecting to finish as well as she did and 
so close to women she thought she had no 
chance of beating she knows that with even 
more dedication and hard work she is in with 
a fantastic chance in September when the 
world championships are held here in Perth.

From Page 1
THE DRAFT plan said addressing the ageing 
population at a sub-regional and State level 
required a concerted approach.
 “Where shires are to be involved, they will 
be understandably reluctant to assume all the 
burden of assessing, planning and facilitating 
the building of required housing,” the draft 
plan said.
 “Shire roles will need to be shared with 
housing organisations and/or supported with 
new resourcing.
 “A collaborative approach will be needed, 
involving local housing organisations, shires, 
the Avon Region Organisation of Councils 
and the State Government.”
 The draft plan said the shire’s corporate 
business plan included working in partnership 
with aged-care service providers to cater for 
older residents’ needs.
 The Toodyay Shire Council agreed 9-0 
last month to release the 79-page “Draft Age 
Friendly Plan” for public comment.

Vacant site in Harper Road where work on 
the first nine of 18 new Butterly Cottages 
subsided rental units for self-care older 
residents is due to start later this year..

Aged care housing crisis looms

From Page 1
DELEGATES were welcomed that evening 
by colonially garbed locals to the soft lights 
and shadows of the Newcastle Gaol Museum 
courtyard for an informal gathering to the 
strains of colonial music.
  About 100 visitors enjoyed Red Robin 
Hospitality’s local delicacies and left with 
their recycled-material delegates’ bags, 
containing a local treat or two.
 A bus tour of Toodyay next day showcased 
the excellent projects that contributed to the 
town’s win last year, taking in the sights 
of West Toodyay, Majestic Heights and 
Millard’s Pool on the Avon River.
 A stop at Pelham Lookout enabled 60 
passengers to enjoy the views with water 
and fruit juice in KABC WA Keep Cups. 
 A foray down Railway Road via the 
community depot, ended in a talk by staff 
at the Shire of Toodyay’s impressive waste 
transfer station, which was augmented by 
a BinSpring product presentation by WA 
inventors and event sponsor, the Sherrards.
 The tour ended at the CWA Hall, where 
a lavish country morning tea was followed 
by presentations by Ms Grant and the seven 
national tidy towns’ finalists.
 A gourmet burger lunch awaited delegates 
in Duidgee Park, where guests inspected the 
Toodyay Farmers Markets new Sustainability 
Station – a recycled horse trailer.
 The piece de resistance – the National Tidy 
Towns Awards gala dinner ‒ commenced  
that evening in the Memorial Hall foyer 
where local caterers served appetisers to 150 
guests who were awaiting the arrival of WA 

Governor Kerry Sanderson.
 In the main hall, 15 tables adorned by 
centrepieces created by Toodyay Tidy Towns 
Committee members from local products 
glittered under decorative illuminations 
installed by local lighting specialist Sean 
Byron.
 MC Emily Brennan directed the evening 
through a three-course dinner with speeches 
and award presentations by distinguished 
guests including Ms Sanderson, national 
sponsors, Toodyay Shire President David 
Dow, Tidy Towns Committee Chair Greg 
Warburton and inspiring guest speaker, Rhys 
Williams, winner of last year’s WA Youth 
Award.
 The national finalists went home happy, all 
having won an award or two or three, with 
Northern Territory’s Mt. Liebig awarded a 
special commendation.
 The overall Australian title returned to 
Tasmania after a year in WA with the east 
coast fishing and timber town of Triabunna, 
brimming with innovative ideas to keep its 
community prospering.
 Triabunna also won the nat ional 
Environmental Sustainability Award.
 Local events in following days included 
walk tours led by members of the Toodyay 
Friends of the River and shire museum, 
Toodyay IGA store’s fifth birthday sausage 
sizzle, a music jam at the Victoria Hotel, 
Toodyay and Districts Bendigo Community 
Bank’s 16th birthday, a Grease movie night, 
the first Toodyay Farmers Market for the 
year, a shire Give-It-A-Go Day and the Avon 
Valley Black Dog Ride for motorcyclists.

Toodyay glitters in hosting 
national tidy town awards 
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A CHILD’s leather boot thought to date back 
to the late 1800s has been discovered hidden 
in a fireplace at the rear of Mrs O’Reilly’s 
Cottage, which was badly damaged by a 
storm in February last year.
 The shire-owned building next to the 
library was built in the 1870s.

 Heritage restoration work required a 
damaged chimney to be dismantled.
 The shoe was found at the base of one 
of the fireplaces and appears to have 
fallen after being concealed in a chimney 
cavity. Subiaco heritage architect Philip 
Griffith recognised the boot’s significance 
and saved it from being discarded with other 
building rubble at the rear of the site.
 The practice of concealing shoes in 
chimneys and other parts houses was used 
in English and European countries up until 
the late 19th Century as a magical charm to 
ward off demons, ghosts and witches.
 Such charms – which also included dried 
cats, horse skulls and ‘witch bottles’ – were 
also concealed in buildings to bestow fertility 
on women in the household.
 The boot, now in Toodyay’s Newcastle 
Gaol Museum collection, has been recorded 
in a Concealed Shoe Index in Britain’s 
Northampton Museum with more than 1900 
similar discoveries, mostly in the UK.
 Like the Toodyay find, most are single 
shoes and about half belong to children.

‘Magic’ boot hidden in heritage chimney

Child’s boot found hidden in heritage cottage chimney.Damaged rear of Mrs O’Reilly’s Cottage.

Toodyay Historical Society
Robyn Taylor, President

OUR AGM starts at 2pm on Sunday  April 
10 in the CWA Hall.
 After the meeting, WA garden history 
expert John Viska will give a talk on colonial 
kitchen gardens.
 Invitations have gone out to interested 
groups in Toodyay, but anyone who would 
like to attend is welcome to come along.
 John’s talk will start at about 2.45pm, 
followed by afternoon tea for a gold coin 
donation.
 Could members please bring a plate for 
afternoon tea?
 Immediate ly  fol lowing the  AGM 
formalities, we are looking forward to 
launching member Alison Cromb’s latest 
publication The Road to Toodyay with copies 
available for sale (cash or cheque please).
 This will be an invaluable addition to our 
knowledge about Toodyay.
 Last month’s meeting was treated to a very 
amusing illustrated talk by our archivist 
Jenny Edgecombe entitled Mr Paull the 
Butcher – the Unexpected Story.
 While building up a picture of Mr Paull’s 
life, initiated by a single line of hand-writing 
in an old book, she also discovered an 
enthralling tale of intrigue and jealousy.
 The details were unrelated to Mr Paull, but 
illustrated how research can take you down 
some interesting and unexpected by-ways.
 Last month was a busy time for many of 
our members involved with the Australian 
Tidy Towns Awards.
 For that week, Jenny Edgecombe installed 
a small poster display on the Toodyay 
Traders noticeboard, including an early 
photo of the old Co-op building.
 And of course historic Toodyay with its 
wealth of heritage buildings was a star 
attraction for the visitors.

 I would like to thank our member Beth 
Frayne who worked closely with Shire 
Curator Margie Eberle in organising the 
Shire Museum walking tour Convict Depot 
– Behind the Scenes.
 This walk included the Shire Chambers 
(formerly the 1897 Court House), the ‘new’ 
1907 Toodyay Lock-up and the Museum 
Workroom, near the Old Stables.
 The walk finished at the Masonic Lodge 
in Fiennes Street where participants were 
treated to morning tea.
 The Masonic Lodge (1924) and Hall (1878) 
is a gem of a building and represents one of 
the dwindling number of lodges that continue 
to function in the 21st century.
 Beth entertained the walkers with new 
research on what really happened in the 
Templars’ Hall from 1878 to 1924, and lodge 
member Stan Eastwood followed with more 
recent lodge history.
 Our end-of-month excursion on Sunday 
April 24 will be a WW1 Memorial Walk 
around the Toodyay Cemetery, off Telegraph 
Road, visiting the resting places of some of 
Toodyay’s veterans.
 Meet at the cemetery at 9am and bring 
morning tea.
 Our next general meeting will start at 
7pm on Wednesday 20 April at Donegan’s 
Cottage, in the Toodyay Showgrounds and 
feature Wayne Clarke talking about the 
History of Toodyay Landcare.
 Visitors are welcome.
 For more information contact Secretary 
Desrae Clarke, desraec@westnet.com.au; 
President Robyn Taylor 9574 2578 or email 
rdtaylor@iinet.net.au or member Beth 
Frayne 9574 5971.
 Donegan’s Cottage (in the showgrounds) is 
open 1-3pm every Thursday. Postal address: 
PO Box 32, Toodyay WA 6566.
 Historical Society Membership is fantastic 
value at $10 pa.

Butcher’s tale leads to 
intrigue and jealousy

mailto:desraec@westnet.com.au
mailto:rdtaylor@iinet.net.au
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Toodyay Theatre Group
Jessica Shilcock

IT’S BEEN a busy month for us in the 
Theatre Group.

BUSH POETRY continues today as modern 
poets write of current times with many 
humorous and, some very serious poems, 
all written in the same rhyming style of the 
old masters.
 The tradition has its origins in the early 
days of white settlement in Australia. It 
had a huge following during the late 18th 
Century when poets such as Banjo Paterson 
and Henry Lawson were regular contributors 
to the Bulletin.
 Members of the WA Bush Poets and 
Yarnspinners Association will be performing 
again at this year’s Moondyne Festival.
 Visit us at the Colonial Village where 
we will be sharing the stage with popular 
musicians Eleanor Frith and Terry Bennetts.
 Come and chat to us at the poets’ table 

Probus Club of Toodyay
Joan Bath, Vice-President

FIRST UP – what is Probus?
 Probus is an association for active members 
of the community, and for those no longer 
working full time, to join together in clubs 
for a new lease of life.
 It is a community service activity of Rotary 
clubs.
 Although the Toodyay group has only 
been going a relatively short time, Probus 
South Pacific is currently celebrating its 40th 

anniversary in Australia.
 Being a Probus member provides not only 
social events at the local level, but also gives 

Probus opens door to adventures
access to many other benefits so check the 
website probussouthpacific.org.
 Toodyay Probus Club meets at 7pm on the 
second Tuesday of each month in the dining 
room at the Freemason’s Hotel.
 The main feature of our meetings is the 
guest speaker – always someone interesting 
– and we finish with a light supper and good 
fellowship.
 Then there are the regular outings, which 
happen about every six weeks and take us to 
lots of great places.
 Our next meeting is Tuesday April 12. Why 
not come and join one of our meetings – you 
would be very welcome.
 The main business of our March meeting 

about how you can create your own bush 
poetry and enter competitions.
 Planning is well under way for the WA 
Bush Poets Annual Festival and State 
Championships return to Toodyay.
 Most activities will be based in the 
Memorial Hall on November 5 and 6 and 
will feature the state’s best poets.
 Two of Australia’s best female poets, who 
attracted a lot of attention at the Edinburgh 
Fringe Festival just two years ago, will be 
here to judge the competition and perform 
their poetry over the weekend.
 Melanie Hall and Susan Carcary have 
proved extremely popular at the Boyup 
Brook Country Music Festival, and across 
eastern Australia. Don’t miss this opportunity 
to see them in action.

There’s no Fawlting this crazy crew

Bush poets to return 
for Moondyne yarns

 A few of you might have spotted two 
of us hiding in the bio box when we were 
operating the lights for the National Tidy 
Towns Awards night.
 Congratulations to all the winners and to 

was to discuss the wonderful array of outings 
for this year proposed by Jan and Norm.
 There is something for everyone. Well done 
to you both.

Coming events
EARLY May – WASO morning concert and 
buffet lunch.
 Mid June – Red Hill Waste Management 
Facility Tour and lunch on the way home, 
possibly at the Wild Goose.
 Late July – unconfirmed but probably a 
Christmas in July luncheon.
 Early September – Cunderdin Pipeline 
Museum, travelling to and fro on the 
MerredinLink train.
 Mid October – Moore River Eco Tour.
 Late November- Wyening Mission.
 We are looking forward to all of these trips.
 Last month’s guest speaker was Mark 
Dimmitt, in his role as Chair of the Toodyay 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry.
 Mark, like many of the people who have 
‘retired’ to Toodyay, has an interesting 
background including counsel l ing, 
establishing and running a high-end catering 
business in Perth and now operating Red 
Robin Hospitality based at Northam Race 
Course.
 In his free time, he is on the Sydney Opera 
House Board of Governors.

 Chambers of Commerce in WA come 
under an umbrella group and there are 45 
organisations outside the metropolitan area.
 They range in size from 800 in Kalgoorlie 
to about 50 in Toodyay. 
 Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
representatives have the opportunity to 
meet annually with the State premier and 
ministers. 
 They work with other promotional groups 
of the region, including Avon Tourism, 
Wheatbelt Business Network and other 
lobbying groups and meet regularly with the 
Shire.
 After briefly outlining the chamber’s 
three-prong approach to achieve its strategic 
plan for the future, (see Toodyay Herald, 
March edition) Probus members suggested 
functions and ideas to improve life in 
Toodyay.
 It is very promising that the chamber has 
so far managed to raise about 50 per cent of 
the funding initially needed to pursue the 
Toodyay branding exercise proposed by the 
Meerkats marketing agency.
 It is great to receive firsthand discussion on 
what other groups in town are doing – many 
thanks Mark.
 Anyone interested in joining Probus can 
contact president Peter Healy on 9574 4778
or John Smart on 9574 2339.

the Shire for hosting a brilliant event, the hall 
and all the guests looked great and everyone 
had a good time.
 Corporate Bowls had its final game and 
while The Phantoms, a team made up of TTG 

members, might not have won, they certainly 
had a rollicking good time and gave it their 
best shot.
 Our biggest event by far was our Fawlty 
Towers Mystery Auction, and what a night 
it turned out to be.
 Basil and Sybil were in their element 
entertaining and harassing the guests.
 Poor Manuel was once more on the 
receiving end of Basil’s stress relief.
 Polly just watched on with exasperation 
while the Major and the others managed to 
stir up all kinds of mischief.
 The play itself got a lot of laughs and our 
cast performed brilliantly.
 The auction made for a long night but lots 
of goodies were taken home by the happy 
auction and raffle winners.
 Thank you to everyone who attended and 
made it through the night, we hope you 
enjoyed yourselves as much as we did.
 The auction, as most of you will know, was 
to raise money for the Yarloop and Waroona 
Fire Appeal and all proceeds from the play 
as well as everything from the auction, raffle 
and even some on-the-spot donations from 
audience members totalled a whopping 
$5560.
  Congratulations and a huge thank you to 
all the local businesses for their generous 
donation of goods and to everyone who came 
on the night to join the festivities and help 
us to raise our spectacular total.
 If you have any enquiries about the 
Toodyay Theatre Group, whether it be a 
question about an upcoming production or 
an interest in joining our little troupe, please 
feel free to get in touch with us: facebook.
com/ToodyayTheatreGroup, in writing to PO 
Box 402, Toodyay, or through any one of our 
members.

Sybil  and Basil host the madcap auction night that raised $5560 for the Yarloop and Waroona Fire Appeal.

http://www.facebook.com/ToodyayTheatreGroup
http://www.facebook.com/ToodyayTheatreGroup
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Toodyay turns it on for Tidy Towns spectacular

All national tidy towns awards winners on stage. (Photo: Angie Roe, courtesy Keep Australia Beautiful National) Moondyne Joe aka tidy towns’ Greg Warburton.

Julimar volunteers on clean-up duty. Andrew Carr installs a banner made by Greg Warburton listing national finalists. 
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The Fibre Festival

THE FIBRE Festival will be happening 
in early June so we thought readers would 
be interested to know a bit about the yarn 
bombing that we will be doing again this 
year – with the shire’s permission.
 The practice is said to have started in 
the US by Texas knitters trying to find a 
creative way to use their leftover wool from 
unfinished knitting projects.
 It has since spread worldwide beginning, 
as many things do, with just one person 
covering the door handle of her shop in 2005.
 However prior to that artist Bill Davenport 
was creating and exhibiting crochet-covered 
objects in Houston in the 1990s.
 It is still considered a form of graffiti, 
which includes expressive, decorative, 
territorial, socio-political commentary, 
advertising or vandalism.
 Yarn bombing was initially almost 
exc lus ive ly  about  rec la iming  and 
personalising sterile or cold public places.
 It has since developed with groups graffiti 
knitting and crocheting worldwide, with 
their own agendas and public graffiti knitting 
projects.
 However there has been a backlash from 
other graffiti artists who claim that yarn 
bombing is not radical enough – yarn 
bombers don’t jump bridges or climb high 
buildings to do it.
 In 2013 Curtin University Press wrote: 

Yarn bombers ready to 
knit the town red

“Graffiti knitters, or ‘yarn bombers’, are now 
practising their nanna-like craft in Perth.”
 However all yarn bombers are not nannas.
 Yarn bomber Lex Randolph of Perth 
defines the craft as “covering a piece of 
public property in yarn to bring a bit of fun 
to the streets”.
 Randolph says yarn bombing has inspired 
a new generation of knitters.
 “Knitting has taken a radical turn and has 
been pushed to an almost underground level, 
with people wanting to bring a little colour 
to the streets, while getting a thrill by doing 
it anonymously in the middle of the night,” 
Randolph says.
 “The resurgence of do-it-yourself craft 
and the rise of street art means the younger 
generation is keen to learn the skill passed 
down by their grandmothers.”
 Local Perth councils have started running 
yarn bombing projects to get communities 
involved.
 Randolph has been engaged in various 
government projects and also holds yarn- 
bombing classes for people wanting to learn 
how to knit.
 Knitting is now seen as a fantastic way to 
reduce stress levels in both men and women 
and a huge world-wide resurgence in both 
knitting and crochet has been happening.
 So is yarn bombing a way to express 
yourself? Of course it is.
 It is also a great way to decorate any town 
or area for a specific purpose.

 The Fibre Festival will be bombing, 
incognito of course, with many local 
businesses contributing the poles outside 
their shops.

 So get yourself prepared for some lovely, 
albeit temporary artwork, to grace our main 
street and who knows next time you might 
be inspired to join in the fun.

Toodyay YouthCare Council
Vivienne Freeman, Secretary

WE WISH to advise that our AGM will be 
held at 2pm on Wednesday April 6 at the 
Toodyay District High School, Drummond 
Street, Toodyay.
 Positions open for election are chairperson, 
deputy chairperson, treasurer and secretary.
 The recent Dads’ and Children’s Breakfast 
was a great success.
 The Open Breakfast Club held outdoors 
at the commencement of 2016 was well-

Tuning into Teens strikes high note
attended by both parents and students and 
Ian Lillico’s visit to Toodyay to speak 
about parenting was well received by the 
community.
 Tuning into Teens on Wednesday nights in 
the CWA Hall is going well. The eight-week 
course is run by Leah Adams from Parenting 
WA assisted by our school chaplain Robyn 
Sinclair.
 Our last raffle held in February raised 
$827.55 towards the Christian Values 
Education (CVE) program being organised 
at Toodyay District High School.

Toodyay CWA birds of a feather gather in York
Country Women’s Association
Elizabeth Mansom

TOODYAY CWA held its AGM on Thursday 
February 25.
 As in past years, Margaret from the 
Toodyay and Districts Bendigo Community 
Bank ably chaired the meeting.
 CWA policy states that office bearers, state 
or branch, may only serve three consecutive 
years and must then step down.

 This policy applied to president Maxine 
Walker and vice-president Elizabeth 
Mansom.
 Judith Walton was elected president and 
Bethan Lloyd, vice-president.
 Secretary Vivien Street and treasurer 
Jennie Clarke still have one year to go and 
were re-elected.
 Thank you, Maxine, for your calm and 
measured leadership these past three years.
 Judith is presently going through the 

branch’s archives and read out the expenses 
from the first meeting in l927.
 Annual membership was two pounds 
fourteen shillings, $5.40 in today’s money.
 However, having consulted Mr Google 
and found the average weekly wage in 
l927 was $6.50, we can only marvel at the 
determination of those long-ago ladies who 
started our branch.
 Remember, they were most likely 
housewives who took their membership from 
housekeeping allocated by their husbands.
 The first of the monthly meetings for 2016 
was held on Thursday February 25.
 Not having had a meeting in December 
or January there was a backlog of official 
business to clear and it was perhaps rather 
daunting for Bernadette and Desrae, our 
newest members. Welcome, ladies.
 On Wednesday March 9, four of us went 
across to the Gathering of the Birds in York.
 A scrumptious lunch was put on which 
included dishes from Croatia, this year’s 
country of study.
 The State Office Training Team provided 
a very stimulating and interesting day in our 
hall on Thursday March 10.
 Representatives from eight other branches 
took advantage of the opportunity to learn 
more about running the CWA.

 Topics  included governance,  the 
constitution, state and branch finances and 
duties of state and branch office bearers.
 Those attending were unanimous in voting 
the day well worth their time and effort, and 
as one person made the trek from Kwinana, 
that’s a big vote of approval.
 As you know, the Tidy Towns people have 
been in town checking our tidiness.
 CWA put on morning tea for them in the 
hall on Friday March 18, and were very 
gratified to see them make short work of the 
table of scones, cakes and other goodies.
 We only hope they had some appetite left 
for the barbecue lunch the shire organised 
for them in Duidgee Park.
 Something we are all looking forward to is 
the Mt Helena/Parkerville Branch’s Kimbo’s 
Fashion Parade on April 6.
 In the next issue we will be able to tell you 
about our craft endeavours, commencing on 
Thursday April 7.
 We meet on the fourth Thursday of the 
month in the CWA Hall next to the Garden 
Centre in Stirling Terrace, Toodyay.
 There is plenty of parking in Charcoal Lane 
and disabled access is from Charcoal Lane 
down the side of the hall.
 Hall bookings are being taken by Glenys 
Clabaugh on 9574 5110 or 0427 478 325.

Yarn bombers can apply their art to almost anything.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Art_graffiti
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hipster_Art
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vandalism
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Toodyay Spinners
Ange Sturman

I WOULD like to introduce you to Audrey 
Elson, another of our longest-serving 
members.
 Audrey has lived in NSW, SA and here in 
WA. When she first visited Toodyay she fell 
in love with the town and knew it was a place 
she would like to settle in.
 She has now lived here for 22 years.
 One day Audrey met Mavis, another of our 
long-term members, in town and got to know 
her.
 Mavis told her about spinners and Audrey 
came along to see what spinning was like.
 At first it seemed to her that it was a 

Arts Toodyay
Clive Eger

ARTS TOODYAY has been on show for 
the world to see during the Australian Tidy 
Towns Awards weekend festivities.
 Under the imaginative guidance of 
Margaret Sommerville, a happy group of 
members and partners put together a display 
of members’ work in the window of Amy’s 
Café.
 Margaret’s bicycling, beret-topped artist 
was the centrepiece of the display presiding 
over paintings, pots and jewellery to 
showcase the creative talents of our group.
 We are most grateful to Amy and Kenny for 
their generosity and kindness in allowing us 
to take over their window for the weekend.
 In fact we took up much of their shop 
during the setup activities but Amy was 
most patient and let us have our artistic rein 
until everything was arranged to everyone’s 
satisfaction.
 Knowing when to stop is always a challenge 
for artists.

Coming Events
 Our next activity will be a demonstration 
workshop on the Japanese art of origami. 
Led by Margot Watkins, it will be held this 
month at the Duke Street clubrooms.
 The annual Arts Toodyay art exhibition at 
the Moondyne Festival will take place on 
Sunday May 1 in the CWA Hall on Stirling 
Terrace between 10am and 4pm.
 With free admission, the exhibition is 

difficult thing to learn but she persisted and, 
19 years and much spinning and knitting 
later, she is still enjoying being part of our 
group.
 Our spinning group meets every Wednesday 
from 9am to noon, and every 3rd Saturday of 
the month (also from 9am to noon) at Parkers 
Cottage in the Showgrounds.
 The felting group meeting time is now the 
2nd Monday of each month from noon to 
3pm also at Parkers Cottage and the group 
contact is Jenny Cornwall 9574 5978.
 For further information on our Spinning 
Group please contact Heather Jones, 
Secretary on 0407287002 or Judy Mackie, 
President on 95744421.
 New members are most welcome – no 
experience necessary.

The Crooked Needle
Heather Wright

ANOTHER month has passed by with the 
ladies of our group knitting furiously for the 
Fibre Festival.
 Some ladies have knitted multiple tree/ 
pole covers with amazing results.
 Our talented new member Karen added an 
owl to her creation and Sue had Christmas 
trees adorning hers. Some people are just so 
clever.
 Others have lacy creations of dubious 
colours, and some just plod along to get 
finished.
 All however have a sense of achievement 
when finished and more so when they see 
the town of Toodyay festooned in colour.
 Well done to Glynne for getting us 
motivated.
 The craft cruisers have left and returned 
from their long-awaited cruise to, wait for 
it, Albany. What an enjoyable time we had.
 Rough seas were survived, friendships 
were cemented and fellow crafters were 
acknowledged. With the exception of one 
industrious leader who nearly finished 
knitting a sock, no craft was achieved.
 Much laughter ensued, a lot of delicious 

food was consumed and steps were climbed 
to try and counteract the quantity of food 
eaten.
 We are already planning our next few days 
away and maybe more craft needs to be 
involved.
 We all learnt that you are never too old to 
enjoy yourself, with our oldest participant 
Gladys going off to watch every film, late-
night shows, late-night snacks as everyone 
else had conked out.
 She was the only one who had three 
different males offer her drinks – they could 
see her get-up-and-go attitude which was so 
refreshing.
 Our sewing bags have been completed for 
the ‘Yarloopians’.
 Much love and care have gone into the 
construction and the folk involved need to be 
complimented on their dedication and effort. 
They look so pretty.
 Not sure what we have coming up although 
we know Glenda is organising a bus trip to 
Perth to attend the craft show. Gentlemen, 
hide the credit cards.
 We do hope your Easter was a happy and 
fun, whatever you were doing.
 Our good friend Sally is, we hope, making 
a strong recovery from her recent surgery. 
Onwards and upwards Sal.

Beret-topped bike rider leads 
paintings, pots and jewellery

always well attended and all local artists are 
encouraged to enter their work.
 A small entry fee is charged but no 
commission is taken on sales.
 Entry forms are available from LJ Hooker, 
Toodyay Library and Uniquely Toodyay in 
the old post office.
 Entries close on Thursday April 21 and 
works are to be delivered to the CWA Hall 
on Saturday April 30 when the exhibition 
will be set up.
 Unsold works are to be collected at the end 
of the exhibition after 4pm on Sunday May 
1.
 Meanwhile, preparations are underway for 
two major events later in the year – the Vino 
exhibition at Coorinja Winery in September 
and our second Art Trail in October.
 Artists never know when to stop.

Knitters flat out on pole covers

Persistence pays off as 
Audrey spins on

Margaret Sommerville with her bicycle creation.


