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Toodyay Tidy Towns Committee members ready to welcome hundreds of national awards delegates, guests and visitors on March 17-18.

Toodyay Tidy Towners set to host national titles

Toodyay Tidy Towns
Beth Frayne
THE NATIONAL spotlight will shine on
Toodyay this month when it hosts Australia’s
prestigious 2016 Australian Tidy Towns
Awards on March 17-18.
The annual event – which Toodyay won the
right to host as last year’s state and national
winner – is expected to attract hundreds of
delegates and visitors from all over Australia.
All local accommodation is reportedly
booked out.
VIP guests include WA Governor Kerry
Sanderson, State Environment and Heritage
Minister Albert Jacob, WA’s 2015 Young
Person of the Year and keynote speaker
Rhys Williams, national Tidy Towns’ judge
Jill Grant, Keep Australia Beautiful (KAB)
representatives and representatives from
Tidy Towns’ title holders from every state.
A full weekend of events includes a WA
KAB/Toodyay Tidy Towns workshop at the
Toodyay Community Centre and a welcome
event in the Old Newcastle Gaol on Thursday
March 17, a bus tour of award-winning
Toodyay projects, presentations of national

Tidy Towns’ finalists in the CWA Hall on
Friday and the announcement of winners
at a VIP dinner in the Memorial Hall that
evening.
Other attractions include tours of the Bilya
Track River Walk and the Convict Depot
Precinct, Toodyay IGA store’s fifth birthday
celebration, live music at the Victoria Hotel
and movies under the stars at Duidgee Park
on Saturday.
Sunday’s program includes the first
Toodyay Farmers Market for 2016, a Giveit-a-Go-Day showcasing local community
groups and the annual motorcyclists’ Avon
Valley Black Dog Ride for charity.
The Tidy Towns Awards event – which
highlights Toodyay’s place on the national

tourist map – is being organised by the KAB
national office and the Shire of Toodyay,
assisted by local Tidy Towns volunteers,
community members and local businesses.
The shire, Toodyay and Districts Bendigo
Community Bank, Toodyay IGA and
farmers’ market are running support events
over the weekend to encourage visitors to
stay in town.
The national Tidy Towns volunteer
program also plays a key role in promoting
environmental responsibility and a
sustainable future, heritage and cultural
appreciation, and encourages young people
to be involved in community life.

Full program Page 16, Toodyay Tidy
Towns Page 25.

THE SHIRE of Toodyay appears to have
suffered at least a temporary setback in its
bid to sue former CEO Graham Merrick for
nearly $151,000 in alleged overpayments.
In a preliminary decision published on
February 8, the WA Supreme Court said Mr
Merrick “has a good defence” against a shire
claim of wrongdoing with a “sufficiently
high degree of certainty about the ultimate
outcome if it went to trial”.
However, WA Supreme Court Acting
Master Michael Gething also said – “with
some reservations” – that the shire might
in a full trial be able to get the money back
because it did not know about the alleged
overpayment when Mr Merrick quit in 2010.
The costly litigation involves three sets of
lawyers and includes a claim by the shire
that former shire president Charlie Wroth

7500km in 10 days
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New water playground planned for Duidgee Park
TOODYAY will get a new $300,000
children’s water playground at Duidgee
Park – if the State Government will agree to
pay for most of it.
Last month’s shire council meeting voted
6-3 to approve a new water spray park similar
to others at Northam and Cockburn.

The proposed water park will be in addition
to a new public swimming pool at a planned
new $27 million sport and recreation centre
near Toodyay District High School, for
which the shire is also seeking federal and
state funding.
Continued Page 7.

Crs not told about court ruling
Michael Sinclair-Jones

New water park planned
Page 7

breached his duty to the shire by knowing or
approving $63,000 of Mr Merrick’s alleged
overpayments.
Mr Gething said all parties had been
“substantially unsuccessful’ in preliminary
hearings that were held in Perth on October
29 and November 5 last year.
He also said the shire’s claim for $150,980
was “well below the amount usually
considered to be cost-effective to pursue a
Supreme Court action”.
No costs were awarded to any party.
Though the decision was published on
Monday February 8, at least some shire
councillors did not find out about it until
contacted by The Herald on Tuesday
February 23, only a few hours before their
monthly shire council meeting.
The court ruling was not listed for
discussion at that council meeting, during
the course of which Shire President David

Dow said he had no public announcements.
When asked the next day why councillors
were not told about the Supreme Court
decision two weeks earlier, Cr Dow said he
“didn’t need to advise them. You did it for
me and the word spread quickly”.
Cr Dow said it was better to tell councillors
at a face-to-face meeting rather than by
email which would result in “internet chat”
and “people forming conclusions prior to
receiving the correct legal advice or officer’s
report”.
“Council will be briefed on the current
situation at an appropriate time after receipt
of legal opinion,” Cr Dow said.
The court gave the shire until Monday
February 29 to amend or substitute its
statement of claim.
Mr Gething said mediation should occur
“as soon as practicable”.
Continued page 8, Editorial Page 4.
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Ol’ Blind Joe
Orchestrations of fear

died in Sydney’s 2014 Martin Place siege.
Ex-King Tony said “Daesh (IS) is coming,
if it can, for every person and for every
government with a simple message: ‘Submit
or die’.” and “It is a serious situation when all
you need to do to carry out a terrorist attacks
is to have a knife, an iPhone and a victim,”
Terrorism is a direct response to our
military intervention in the affairs of other
countries.
These guys are a bunch of punks running
around in the desert that we and our allies
supplied with weapons in an effort to
destabilise Syria and now we’re going to
spend half a billion dollars bombing them.
In addition, the Federal Government’s
Australian Citizenship Amendment
(Allegiance to Australia) Bill 2015 will strip
dual nationals of Australian citizenship if
found guilty of things such as whistleblowing
about ASIO operations and graffiti on
Commonwealth property.

WE ARE born wet, naked, and hungry – then
things get worse.
Our early primal fears were pretty
straightforward – thunder, lightning, fire
and flood, and why is that dirty great sabretoothed tiger looking at me, drooling?
Communities formed because people lived
in fear which encouraged them to unite to
face dangers together rather than fight alone.
Our ancestors came up with stories to
explain various inexplicable phenomena and
over millennia these tales morphed into our
fears of the supernatural.
These were eventually usurped by
churches, synagogues and mosques to
become the ‘Fear of God’ with everlasting
punishment the theme song.
The Bible’s Old Testament reads much like
Genghis Khan’s exhortation to his men, ‘kill
them all and take no prisoners’.
In the Middle Ages, Church-sanctioned
instruments of torture were often sprinkled
with holy water and blessed before use.
That show has had a good run for thousands
of years and still draws big crowds on
Broadway – as well as doing a mighty lot of
good at the grass roots level.
Meanwhile, the Kings, Queens and Sultans
of the world have been using fear to keep
their subjects in line since time immemorial.
Remember ‘Vlad the Impaler’ who spiked
20,000 heads on posts along the approaches
to his castle to warn off trespassers?
Roman rulers loved feeding Christians to
the lions and staging gladiatorial contests
where men fought to the death to satiate the
bloodlust of the common folk and distract
them from the dreadful things going on
behind the curtain.

‘We’re all gonna die’

Talking about fear back on the home front,
what happened to that budget crisis and the
‘We’re all gonna die’ rhetoric?
Last year’s Federal Government Budget
allocated $28.7 million to the National Plan
to Reduce Violence Against Women – which
is indeed a big problem – but we’ve managed
to dig much deeper and increase the defence
budget by $2.5 billion to $30 billion with no
enemies in sight.
We’re going to get 12 new submarines
which is interesting logistically because
when we had six Collins class submarines,
only two were operational at any time and
we still had trouble staffing them.
We’re also going to get Australia’s next big
aerial weapon, an F-35 joint strike fighter
costing $15 billion that is supposed to be
capable of destroying and outrunning any
enemy on the planet.
However, the US Pentagon’s Director of
Operational Test and Evaluation, Dr Michael
Gilmore, declared last month that the costliest
defence program in America’s history would
struggle mightily in a “dogfight” – a term
used to describe an aerial battle between
aircraft – despite every assertion to the
contrary from Washington and Canberra.
Australia’s right-wing Murdoch press last
month described the new fighter as a ‘flop’
and quoted Mr Gilmore as saying: “The
F-35B Block 2B aircraft is not capable of
unsupported combat against any serious
threat.”
I must not fear. Fear is the mind-killer.
Fear is the little-death that brings total
obliteration. I will face my fear. I will permit
it to pass over me and through me. And when
it has gone past I will turn the inner eye to
see its path. Where the fear has gone there
will be nothing. Only I will remain. – Frank
Herbert (1920–1986) Dune.

Arms race
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When the Soviet Union was brought to its
knees after bleeding itself dry trying for 40
years to keep up with the US arms race, I
wondered at the time who would be next.
Lo and behold, along came another crusade
so that the brave boys in boots could help
reap the bankers’ loot.
The Pope didn’t get to set up the pieces in
this latest game of chess but there’s still a
few bishops on the board.
A total of 2976 people died in 2001 when
19 men hijacked four passenger airliners in
the 9/11 attack on New York, and more than
two million people died in subsequent wars
justified by it.
However, the biggie is that more than 90
million souls died from hunger in the same
period but are never mentioned.
A 2005 US Gallup poll showed the top 10
fears of adolescents aged between 13 and 17
were terrorist attacks, spiders, death, being a
failure, war, criminal or gang violence, being
alone, the future and nuclear war.
It was the other way round in the 1960s
when I was young.
In Australia, 37 per cent of folks are very
concerned about climate change and Iran but
70 per cent are very worried about Islamic
State extremists.
The Australian Bureau of Statistics shows
that causes of death 2003-12 headlines with
suicide 22,824, car crashes 8525 and falling
off a bed, ladder or chair got 845 souls, which
is a smidgin less than domestic violence at
850.
Terrorism (over a longer period; 19782014) claimed 113 Australians, while tractor
accidents claimed 137 lives.
Our politicians seem to be more interested
in diverting attention to exaggerated threats
to national security than fixing our busted
economy.
Australian Muslims had urged police to
investigate that nutcase Man Haron Monis
before three people – including himself –
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Hard graft pays
off for pioneering
local vignerons
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Ieva Tomsons
IT TAKES a fair amount of digging to get
to the roots of Hoddy’s Well’s Andrijich
families.
On the surface it’s a tale of two pioneering
Croatian men who left their homeland in the
mid-1920s to make a better life in Australia
and who left their mark on local viticulture.
Franko (Charlie) and Franko (Frank)
Andrijich were distant cousins from the
village of Blato on Korcula Island in the
Adriatic Sea.
Between World Wars 1 and 2, the plant pest
phylloxera wiped out the island’s vines and
thousands of young men, including Charlie
and Frank, were forced to migrate to support
their remaining families.
Charlie, the father of Hoddy’s Well
vigneron Brian (Branko, Bronco) left
Korcula in 1926 leaving behind his wife
Marija and three young daughters.
Mike (Milivoj, Mili) Andrijich’s father left
behind his fiancée Frana with the promise
that he would send for her within the year.
What the two young migrant men didn’t
know was that they were sailing into an
economic storm on the other side of the
world and that their family reunions would
take more than a decade to realise.
It was tough going for non-Englishspeaking migrants during the Depression
years and, without doubt, it was equally
tough for remaining family members who
wondered when, or if, they would ever be
sent for.
Indeed, it was three years before Charlie
made contact with Brian’s mother who at one
stage had to sell her wedding ring to pay for
a daughter’s medicine.
“In those days,” said Brian, “the cost of a

The Andrijich family today (from left)
Anthony, Brian, Claudia, Mike and Marlene.
stamp would have been a seen as a fortune”.
During the Depression Frank cleared bush
with an axe in Southern Cross and Bindi
Bindi areas and Charlie joined other migrants
on the ‘woodline’, sleeping in tents and
cutting timber for the Kalgoorlie gold mines.
A note played a major role in reuniting
Charlie with Brian’s eldest sister Marija, the
first family member who Charlie could afford
to bring out.

Hoddy’s Well sign

SIXTEEN-year-old Marija was unceremoniously dispatched in 1936 to her
new home with a cardboard sign around her
neck – destination Hoddy’s Well rail siding.
(It was a full two years after ‘young’ Marija
arrived that Charlie was finally reunited with
his wife and two other daughters.)
Vines were first planted in what was then
Hoddy’s Well by the Cutler brothers soon
after World War 1 and they sold out in 1933
to the Banovich brothers who had employed
both Charlie and Frank on their Herne Hill
vineyards.
The Andrijich men put in the hard graft for
the Banovichs, extending the Hoddy’s Well

Ageing Jimperding Bridge to go in
Toodyay Road safety upgrade
JIMPERDING Brook Bridge will be replaced
with a culvert and Toodyay Road re-aligned
in plans to upgrade the Wheatbelt end of one
of WA’s most dangerous roads.
WA Transport Minister Dean Nalder said
Jimperding Brook Bridge had been included
in a recent bid for State Government funding.
Mr Nalder said he was aware of a local
constituent’s concerns that some of the
bridge’s wooden piles dated back to 1935
and that the road surface had partly subsided
at the bridge’s Toodyay end.
Though the bridge’s structural integrity
had been questioned, the last detailed
inspection occurred in March 2013 when it
was assessed as being in good condition.
“It is intended that the bridge will be
replaced with a culvert,” Mr Nalder said.
His remarks preceded last month’s
announcement that $3.8 million from the
Road Trauma Trust Account will be used to
help upgrade the Wheatbelt end of Toodyay

Ageing timbers under Jimperding Bridge
Road.
It followed the release of preliminary
findings of a nine-month Wheatbelt Highway
Safety Review which investigated crashes
on Toodyay Road, Great Eastern Highway
and the Great Southern Highway between
Chidlow and York.
WA Road Safety Minister and new Deputy
Premier Liza Harvey told State Parliament
there would be “significant upgrades” to
Toodyay Road after environmental reviews
and pre-construction work.
Continued Page 8.

Some of the original Andrijich family and friends in their Hoddy’s Well vineyard circa 1952.
vineyard by ring-barking trees and grubbing
out large roots with mattocks and picks. “No
chainsaws in those days,” quipped Mike.
In three years Charlie and Frank were able
to buy out the Banovich brothers, dividing
the property between them.
With the land secured and both families
reunited it was time to start the Australian
chapter of their long journey.
Charlie and Marija’s son Brian was born
in 1940, the same year that ‘young’ Marija
married with the christening and wedding
conducted on the same day in Toodyay’s St
John the Baptist Church.
Mike’s father Frank also made up for a
decade of bachelorhood when Frana arrived
in 1936, producing two daughters and two
sons as did Mike in later years.
As first-generation sons, Brian and Mike
worked hard at the family vineyards and
recall good times in the tiny Hoddy’s Well
community with the Chrimes family.
Doing the paper round from the school
bus was a lot more fun than many of the
relentless jobs on a vineyard and Brian and
Mike took turns chucking the papers out for
the driver.
They were once both picked up by the

Goomalling copper for driving tractors down
the main street on their way to school –.the
tractors needed repairs so it was their job to
take them to town to save their fathers’ time.
Those were the days when everyone knew
everyone in the district so Brian and Mike
didn’t need to look far to find future spouses.
Brian met Claudia (nee Bird) at the
‘pictures’ and Marlene (nee Lee) and Mike
started their romance over an icecream after
a footy match.
In the late 1950s and early 1960s marrying
‘outsiders’ wasn’t the ‘done thing’ in small
farming communities and Marlene’s mother
was very concerned about her daughter
marrying out of her faith and culture.
Marrying Brian wasn’t as fraught for
Claudia but she had to work really hard to
impress her non-English-speaking motherin-law of her worth as a mother and worker.
It was all in a very long day’s work to raise
three kids, cook for vineyard workers and do
all the other jobs around the farm.
In the end it can be said that vineyards,
like marriages, need a lot of work to survive
and prosper and the Andrijich families have
proven that hybrid vigour is a quality that
benefits all branches of the family tree.
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More than it’s worth to sue?

THE SHIRE of Toodyay’s habit of not
telling ratepayers what’s going on seems to
extend to its own elected members.
Few issues have caused more
consternation and angst in the local
community than the shire’s 2013 decision
to sue two former leaders for a sum of
money that it wouldn’t reveal publicly.
Former CEO Graham Merrick left town
after his sudden exit from the job in 2010
but former shire president Charlie Wroth
remains a prominent leading citizen for his
seemingly tireless volunteer work in the
Toodyay St John Ambulance service and
Julimar Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade.
Mr Wroth is also a Fire Control Officer
and widely regarded as a hero of Toodyay’s
disastrous 2009 bushfire that destroyed 38
homes, miraculously without loss of life.
So you’d think that after three years
of mounting legal costs totalling several
tens of thousands of dollars, two hearings
and last month’s 68-page Supreme Court
preliminary decision that most councillors
would want to know what’s going on.
But that didn’t happen because the shire
didn’t tell them.
In a February 8 ruling, Supreme Court
Acting Master Michael Gething had some
fairly awkward things to say about the
shire’s claim, including that the amount
sought – $150,980 – was “well below the
amount considered to be cost-efective to
pursue a Supreme Court action”.
In other words, it will cost more in legal
fees than it’s worth going to court for.
Mr Gething declined to award costs
because each party – including the shire –
had been “substantially unsuccessful” in
initial court hearings late last year.
That alone should have rung sufficient
alarm bells for the shire to at least inform
all councillors of the decision and tell them
it would schedule a meeting as soon as
possible after getting legal advice.
Yet some councilllors contacted by The
Herald shortly before their February 23
council meeting knew nothing about any
of this, nor was it raised at the meeting.
Mr Gething gave the shire until February
29 to amend its claim and said mediation
should occur “as soon as is practicable”.
The Supeme Court decision is a complex
legal document that isn’t easy to read for
people unfamiliar with how the law works.
But it’s also a public document published
online and can be seen by anyone who
knows of it and where to look.
The shire claims on its web page to be
“transparent in our actions and accountable
to the community”.
Getting its own house in order would be
a good start.
Michael Sinclair-Jones
Editor

Family law
DeFacto Relationships
* Separation
* Child Support/Maintenance
* Divorce
* Property Settlement
* Contact/Residence - Children
* Restraining Orders
* Prenuptial Agreements - Binding
Financial Agreements
* Legal Aid Accepted
Discounted rate for initial 1 hour
consultation.
Now seeing clients at:

Sarah Somers

Barrister & Solicitor
85 Fitzgerald Street, Northam
(offices of Mayberry Hammond)

Telephone: 9622 9687

The way we were – “The Pride of the Flock: Fred Chitty’s rams pictured about 1924. Sons Mick (left) and Alex keeping them in line.
Their scruffy appearance is because they have been shepherding in forest country about 12 miles (19km) south west of Toodyay. The
prickly scrub helps to give them an untidy look.” Photo and caption on back of print: Newcastle Gaol Museum.

letters
Cycling chaos
TOODYAY ROAD is acknowledged by all
as one of the 10 most dangerous roads in WA.
Everyone who travels this road, and some
must brave it twice daily, recognises the
paucity of passing lanes, narrow pavements,
and poor sight lines.
Given this situation I am at a loss to explain
why the cycling fraternity feels that it is an
appropriate road to hold races and ‘time
trials’.
Sunday mornings regularly see a hundred
or more cyclists strung out between Toodyay
and Gidgegannup causing havoc to traffic.
Vehicles are slowed to 40km/h for
kilometres at a time as solid white lines do
not allow sufficient clearance to pass the
cyclist safely.
Support vehicles slowly trailing their
particular cyclist also cause problems with
overtaking because of poor sight lines and
few opportunities and don’t get me started
on cyclists riding in pairs causing tailbacks.
This isn’t just a grumpy whinge – it’s a
serious safety issue.
What other vehicle sport is allowed to use
a public road willy-nilly with no oversight
from police while sharing it with vehicles
travelling at 100km/h?
Why should law-abiding motorists suffer
verbal abuse and threatening gestures from
cyclists merely for going about their lawful
business?
Nobody begrudges the cyclists their sport
but common sense must prevail. Find another
road that is less dangerous.
And, if they really must use a public road
perhaps they should be paying a fee for the
privilege and for proper policing of the event.
Allan Henshaw
Coondle

Get on with it
WHILE road works at Noble Falls are well
and truly overdue and I am happy that the
work has finally started, it seems to be taking
a long time to complete.
For people who use the road twice a day
it is tedious enough without being made
to wait more than 10 minutes at the stop/
go traffic-management sections; especially
when there is no traffic coming from the
opposite direction.
This means about 40 or more vehicles,
including trucks, on each side of the road
all waiting for the traffic controller to deem
it safe to go.
If you happen to have a truck at the front
of the line you are then further slowed until
you can get to a passing lane and – as we
all know – there is only one passing lane
heading towards Toodyay from Noble Falls.
I now add a further 15 mins to my journey
each way to ensure I arrive on time.
It would be great if traffic controllers could
allow traffic to flow through rather than wait
until 40 or so vehicles are backed up.
I can understand the frustration of drivers

who have waited for 10 minutes and then get
stuck behind a truck or slow vehicle. So, they
end up speeding to pass the trucks and slow
vehicles when it is unsafe.
When will work start on road widening and
new passing lanes at the Toodyay end of the
road?
The Main Roads WA 2014-15 strategic
asset plan shows that $30 million is needed
to widen and upgrade Toodyay Road but
the State Government has committed only
to $6.4 million.
The remaining $23.6 million has to
compete with other major road programs
across the state.
Yet another review – the recent Wheatbelt
Road Safety Review – has just been
completed at a cost of $4 million.
So stop wasting millions on reviews and
just get on with the road works before we
have another fatality.
Rant over.
Jeanette Appleby
Morangup

Retirement nightmare
FOR THIRTY YEARS we worked in the
state’s North West mining towns and saved
hard to be able to retire to the Perth hills and
buy our piece of ‘paradise’.
Having settled into a peaceful, quiet life
with the local birds and animals we have
been met with the possibility of a rubbish
tip for Perth waste and a destructive bauxite
mine covering 62sq/km which, at a guess, is
bigger than Perth.
This was brought to our attention by The
Herald’s astute editor who wrote a short
article about mining being a factor in the
shire’s economic plan.
We were stunned that the Toodyay Shire
could keep something so large from the
people for approximately four years.
Honestly, we thought that the shire was
there to support and develop the community
– what a joke.
To add insult to injury the shire’s new M6
mining policy allows it to deal directly with
mining companies without any community
input.
Surely that’s not the way? And what about
all the tourists who come to the hills at
weekends?
Do you think that they will travel through
a mine site to visit Toodyay? We think that
they will go elsewhere.
David and Hope Jones
Morangup.

Telstra pulls plug
THERE is a seven-letter word that’s sure to
‘break the ice’ at any local gathering.
The mere mention of Telstra will result
in animated conversations that bond
strangers in their mutual loathing of the
telecommunications giant.
As a Gidgie resident of nearly 20 years,
landline service failure is measured – not in

hours or days – but weeks and months, with
a ‘personal best’ of six weeks.
Locals, on discovering that their Telstra
services have crashed, steel themselves for
a three-to-four hour trip down the rabbit
hole of fault reporting and interim-service
application.
Entering the telecom labyrinth the
seasoned ‘valued customer’ negotiates the
maze of smoke and mirrors that morphs
from computer-generated inquisitions to
unfailingly polite off-shore human operators.
Assurances are given that phone diversions
and compensatory credits have been applied
but, alas, they rarely are and down the hole
we go again.
Long-suffering locals ride out the
interruption and once their service is
restored they go down another hole to
seek compensation through the telecommunications customer service guarantee.
In the past disgruntled customers were
provided with monetary compensation and
were not charged for landline rental etc.
during the non-service period.
However, Telstra is now pulling the plug
on this guarantee.
Recent letters to affected customers state
that due to severe storms and lightning
damage “Telstra is claiming exemption from
compliance with the Telecommunications
(Customer Service Guarantee) Standard
2011 including exemption from the payment
of damages for any delay in the installation or
repair of any affected services or in keeping
appointments relating to these activities”.
Telstra states that their exemption applies
from January 26 to February 21, inclusive.
In the world of corporate spin Telstra’s
claim that “our customers remain our highest
priority” and “we are giving our customers
more value and confidence”, must be a
contender for an insult-of-the-year award.
Local Telstra customers can take heart in
the knowledge that they are not alone.
The Facebook forum “I Hate Telstra”
has 13,204 followers and discussions
include mounting a class action to the
Telecommunications Industry Ombudsman
(TIO).
Tackling Telstra complaints and/or
contacting the TIO are not for the fainthearted as this too requires a steely resolve
to take another trip down the rabbit hole of
registering customer dissatisfaction.
“Stay on the line for a quick survey of your
experience with Telstra.”
I don’t think so.
Ieva Tomsons
Gidgegannup
The Toodyay Herald invites you to have
your say in our letters page. Please
email your correspondence to news@
toodyayherald.com.au with your full name,
address and phone number. Letters that are
short, sharp and to the point about topical
local issues are preferred. The Herald
reserves the right to edit letters for length.
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EASY MEDS PACKS

MEDICATION
MANAGEMENT
PROGRAM
TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR HEALTH WITH THE
MEDICATION MANAGEMENT PROGRAM!
The Medication Management Program is a FREE program to help you
manage your medicines and healthcare conditions. It is your complete
wellbeing partner provided to you exclusively by your pharmacist.
Within the Medication Management Program you will find a wealth of health
information and advice related to your specific health needs.
You will also have access to:

MEDICATION SUPPORT

REMINDERS

Mafkee
laisier
e
Each year, approximately 140,000 people are admitted to hospital due to
medication mismanagement. Our Pharmacists can organise medications in
convenient and disposable weekly Easy Meds packs to ensure that medicines
are taken safely and appropriately to achieve optimal health outcomes.
They are perfect for people who take multiple medications, take them at
different times of the day, or forget to take their tablets. Our Pharmacists can
also manage your scripts and liaise with your doctor to ensure you never run
out of your medication.

ONLINE HEALTH PORTAL

Find out more at www.discountdrugstores.com.au

TO TAKE THE STRESS OUT OF
MANAGING YOUR MEDICATIONS,
COME IN-STORE TO SPEAK TO OUR
PHARMACISTS ABOUT EASY MEDS PACKS.

WE ARE PROUD TO PASS ON THE

$1ONDISCOUNT
PBS PRESCRIPTIONS

*

*Government subsidised medicines. Commences 1st January 2016. Conditions apply, see pharmacist in store for details.
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Abusive cockies warned to pull their heads in

LOCAL farmers are being warned not to
abuse or threaten shire rangers who report
livestock straying on roads after a spate of
incidents in recent months.
“People need to know that shire rangers
are public officers in the eyes of the Criminal
Code,” Sgt Conder said.
“They’re just doing their job.
“Livestock straying on local roads presents
a massive danger to traffic.
“If it causes death or serious injury, it can
lead to criminal charges against the owner
of the livestock.
“I understand fences get damaged and gates
are left open without the farmer knowing.
“However getting frustrated and abusing
or threatening the local rangers is not
acceptable.
“Those that do can and will be charged with
threatening behaviour.”
Sgt Conder said Toodyay shire rangers
were receiving daily reports of livestock
straying onto roads.
Recent examples included:
• 60 sheep on Toodyay Road at Lloyd’s
Crossing;
• 23 sheep on Toodyay Road at Morangup;
• 14 sheep on West Toodyay Road (pictured
above right)
• 12 sheep on West Toodyay Road;
• six cattle on Dewars Pool Road;
• six sheep on Bindi Bindi Road and,
• three sheep on Old Plains Road.
Farmers can be fined $100 for each
animal found straying and billed for shire
impoundment fees of $35 per animal per day,
plus feed.

All livestock are required to be tagged to
identify the owner and, held securely behind
gates and fences.
Shire rangers had issued verbal and written
warnings, followed by infringement notices
and fines where breaches had occurred.
Some farmers had responded abusively and
made threatening remarks to shire rangers
when notified that their animals were loose
on local roads.

Toodyay Club break-in

POLICE are searching for three people
believed to be males aged 16 to 25 who broke
into the Toodyay Bowling Club at 2am on
Saturday February 20 and stole a quantity
of liquor.
The thieves – all dressed in black and white
clothing – smashed a glass door at the club’s
side entry facing the medical centre to gain
entry.
Video security cameras (see below) showed
a white sedan was used in the robbery.
The Toodyay Bowling Club and the
Toodyay Tennis Club were targeted again
the following Saturday when more alcohol
was stolen from both premises.
Police believe the same offenders were
involved.
Anyone who can help identify the offenders
should contact Toodyay police on 9574 9555.

IGA hit-and-run

A SEARCH is underway for the driver of
a vehicle involved in a hit-and-run incident
in Charcoal Lane near the IGA store early
last month.
The vehicle was angle-parked across
from the supermarket when it reversed out
and crashed into the side of another vehicle
stopped in the roadway, causing extensive
damage to the side of the second vehicle.
The driver of the damaged vehicle
continued down Charcoal Lane to park out
of the way of other traffic.
As she walked back to the crash scene, the

Fourteen sheep impounded after roaming loose on West Toodyay Road. The fine for this
offence is $100 per animal (ie: $1400) plus $35 pound fees per animal per day, plus feed.
other female motorist drove towards her,
smiled, turned right into Piesse Street and
drove off without stopping.
Police have the vehicle’s description, video
footage of it leaving town and number plate
details supplied by the owner of the damaged
vehicle.
Inquiries are continuing.
In a separate incident, a Coondle motorist
is due to face court after he allegedly failed
to report a hit-and-run accident to police.

Crystal meth pipe found

A 32-YEAR-OLD female motorist from
Jane Brook was stopped by local police
in Stirling Terrace at 4.45pm on Monday
February 22 and charged with possession of
a smoking implement containing traces of
methamphetamine (‘crystal meth’ or ‘ice’).
At 9pm the same day, a Toodyay motorist
was seen to be driving erratically in town and
was stopped by local police for a breath test.
He blew positive and was charged with
driving with a blood alcohol content in
excess of 0.08 per cent.
Sgt Conder said it was obvious that some
Toodyay residents were not heeding repeated
warnings by local police and the Australian

Road Safety Council not to drink and drive.
“We will continue to police this area
strongly with a zero tolerance approach,” he
said.

Stolen plates switch

A LOCAL man was charged with several
offences including possession of stolen
number plates which police alleged were
attached to a vehicle similar to the one to
which they were originally issued.
The 44-year-old man was found to have
an outstanding bench warrant for a previous
offence on an unrelated matter and was taken
into custody to appear in Midland Court
where he was jailed for seven months.

Arrow kills roo

A KANGAROO was deliberately shot and
killed with an arrow fired from a composite
bow in Toodyay last month.
The killing was reported by a local resident
who found the shot animal and the arrow.
Sgt Conder said animal cruelty attracted
hefty fines for RSPCA prosecutions.
Local police were investigating and keen
to hear from anyone who might recognise
the arrow (pictured below).

An arrow that was used to shoot and kill a kangaroo

Soccer kicks goals for kids
Security camera catches thieves breaking into Toodyay Bowling Club

T H E TO O D YAY S o c c e r C l u b h a s
commenced plans for its 2016 program and
hopes to see 80 enrolments this year.
This is the program’s 8th year, and each
year sees a steady increase in numbers.
Toodyay Police Chief Sgt Warren Conder
has joined the committee as part of a local
crime prevention program for young people.
“Having a seven-year-old son involved in
the program is rewarding for me as a father,”
he said.
“I am very busy most of the time and
actively involved in other committees which
sees a lot of my spare time taken up.
“I decided to join this particular committee
because I see it as a means for me to help
reduce the juvenile crime in the Toodyay
region.”
Sgt Conder said Toodyay was no different
to other rural communities.
Juvenile crime was increasing across the
state and Toodyay had its fair share.
“Each year Toodyay sees a number
of offences committed by its juveniles,
including graffiti, criminal damage and
assaults to much more serious crimes such
as burglary and stealing, sex offences and
drug possession,” he said.
“Kids often find themselves bored, which I
struggle to understand considering what they
have around them to entertain themselves
compared to when I was their age.
“Nevertheless, they get bored and before
too long they are making poor decisions and
soon find themselves committing crimes.
“We charged well over 12 juveniles in 2015
for more than 65 offences.
“The most serious charges were several
for burglary and stealing and possession of
drugs.
“Only a few weeks ago I came across a
group of four girls aged 12 to 16 walking
along Stirling Terrace at 1am.
“ They were soon taken back home.
“When their parents were later informed it
came out that the girls weren’t totally above
board with the parents.

Sgt Warren Conder with Toodyay Soccer
Club coach Glen Rodgers.
“I see this all too often.”
Sgt Conder said hundreds of people went
missing in Australia each year.
“A high proportion are children and some
are never found,” he said.
“The last thing I want to see is a young
member of our community snatched from
the streets at 1am only to be added to the list
of missing persons.
“Kids can soon find themselves in very
dangerous circumstances against which they
have no way of defending themselves.
“This is why I have decided to get involved
in this committee and try to get as much
of the youth of Toodyay involved in this
program.
“ I would much rather see the kids running
around the pitch on a Sunday morning than
sitting in my cells.
“I encourage all parents with kids, between
the ages of five and 16 make their way down
to the registration day on Saturday March 5
at the front of the Toodyay IGA store or at
the ‘Give-it-a-Go” Day at Dudgee Park on
Sunday March 20 and get these kids active
in this program.
“My front door is always open to any
parent who wants to discuss any issues they
are having with their children.
“I may not have the answer but I can
definitely help steer them into the right
direction.”
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Planned new water playground to attract families to Toodyay
From Page 1
THE NEW Duidgee Park water playground
will be placed between an existing toilet
block and a large netted climbing frame,
away from overhanging trees.
Annual staff and running costs were
expected to be about $35,000, with 500 litres
of water each day worth about $450 annually.
There would be no age restrictions on
use and no risk of drowning because water
would immediately drain off for treatment
and recirculation, and not collect in pools.
The shire would seek $250,000 in
Royalties for Regions funds administered
by the Wheatbelt Development Commission
(WDC) and – if successful – add a further
$100,000 in ratepayers’ funds.
In response to a question from Cr Judy
Dow on health risks, CEO Stan Scott said
there was no risk of amoebic meningitis or
ear infections because the water would be
chemically treated.
Mr Scott said he was “very comfortable”
that a new water park was affordable.
A recommendation to approve it was
moved by Cr Kate Wood, who said Toodyay
desperately needed water in summer for

young people to play in and for families to
enjoy.
Cr Wood – who campaigned for a new
public swimming pool in last year’s shire
elections – said Duidgee Park was unusable
for families in summer because it was too
hot.
“A water park would make it a fantastic
meeting place for families instead of having
to go to Northam to cool off,” she said.
“If Toodyay is to survive, we need to attract
more young families to town.”
However fellow newcomer Cr Rob
Welburn said he at first thought it was a
good idea but there wasn’t much car parking
space in Duidgee Park and he would prefer
the shire to focus on the planned new sport
and recreation centre.
“If we get a water park, we’ll have two
water facilities to worry about,” Cr Welburn
said.
He was backed by Cr Sally Craddock who
said “we should keep our eye on the main
game, which is a sport and recreation centre”.
Shire President David Dow said he was
“really keen to promote the new sport and
recreation centre but can’t really see how it
(a new water park) clashes with it”.

Water park at Cockburn similar to one planned at Duidgee Park.
He also didn’t believe it affected a Toodyay
Men’s Shed bid for a WDC grant to build
new headquarters at the old shire works
depot (see Bat in the Belfry, Page 11).
Cr David Dow said a water park near the
Avon River in Northam was an outstanding
success and popular for functions such as
children’s birthday parties.
“I see this as a way of enhancing tourism
in Toodyay in a way that a new public

swimming pool wouldn’t.
“The parking issue is not insurmountable.”
Cr Dow said later that grant applications
closed on March 17 and – if successful – he
hoped the new water park could be built in
time for next summer.
The council would meet again to decide on
construction tenders but the project would
not be built without external funding.

Floozies frock up for May 1 Moondyne
Liz Hughes, Secretary Moondyne
Festival Committee
WE ARE excited to be getting ready for
this year’s Moondyne Festival, Western
Australia’s foremost colonial festival, which
will be held in Toodyay on Sunday May 1.
Moondyne Joe’s reputation has been
around since the 1860s.
In fact Toodyay has celebrated Moondyne’s
antics for more than three decades, so step
back in time with us this year when we create
a more authentic view of Moondyne’s time
in Toodyay (formerly Newcastle).
The highlight of the festival is enjoying
the fun with infamous Moondyne Joe, his
various escapades running through the

streets robbing shops, escaping custody
and wreaking havoc, followed by colonial
coppers and being supported by brazen
floozies.
Exciting new additions are a colonial
village including a courtroom where visitors
can recreate a mock trial of their own; enjoy
camp-oven stew at the swaggies’ camp; an
authentic general store, dancing and singing
with bush bands and many more intriguing
and interesting changes to this year’s festival
program.
There is so much to see and experience
throughout the day with street theatre and
entertainment, artisan and heritage crafts and
amazing fun activities for all the family.
The family respite tent will be near St

Stephens Church and run by the First Steps
Playgroup.
Healthy food options are on offer this year
so there will be an opportunity for you to try
different foods and activities such as billycart
racing and old-fashioned games which will
be provided by the Toodyay Scouts.
If you have an interest in helping out
on the day or being involved in the street
theatre pandemonium, you are welcome to
a planning get together at the CWA Hall at
4pm on Sunday March 13.
The festival is a free community event with
the fun starting at 9am,and you may see tins
on the day encouraging a gold coin donation.
Come along dressed up in period costume
for a day of fun and frivolity.

Some costumes will be available through
the Moondyne committee. This year we will
request a small bond for costume hire.
Closer to the time, notices will be around
town as to where and when costumes can be
accessed.
The festival is in a transition stage where
the committee is seeking to have a greater
focus on the colonial period, providing
healthier food options and increasing
community engagement.
We would welcome your feedback and
input.
You can do this at the information
booth on the day or via our email
moondynecommittee@gmail.com or visit
our website and Facebook page.
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Top cop to ride
7500km in 10 days
to help sick kids

TOODYAY Police Chief Sgt Warren Conder
is again planning a marathon motorcyle ride
– this time a blistering 7500km – in bid to
raise $5000 towards the Bright Blue Police
Commissioners Fund for Sick Kids Charity.
“This year is a big event as we plan to
ride about 750km each day from Perth to
Canberra via Australia’s Top End,” he said.
“It’s a 10-day ride through some very
barren areas of the country.
“Long, hot and dusty days ahead I feel –
and my butt is going to feel every bit of this
road for sure.”
Each year, about 40 riders leave WA in the
first week of September and ride to Canberra
where they are met with about 3000 other
riders from around the country and gather
at the Police Wall of Remembrance.
Each WA rider is tasked to raise $5000
towards the fund and must cover some of the
associated costs such as food and repairs.
Last year the fund raised well over
$480,000 which went to help several
children’s hospital in Cancer and Burns
Research.
“I was absolutely overwhelmed last year by
the generosity of the Toodyay community,”
Sgt Conder said.
“I had people approach me in the street and
shake my hand and praise me for what I am
trying to achieve and their donations were
wonderful.
“I think Toodyay is a fantastic place to live
and I know we as a community have families

with kids in it that are not well and it is for
them that I do this.
“I ask that those that can spare a dollar or
two to jump onto the link below to lodge a
donation or just pop into the Toodyay police
station in Stirling Terrace.
“Many of these innocent children don’t
have a voice so please help me help them.”
thewalltowall2016.everydayhero.com/au/
warren-conder

Sgt Conder polishes his Yamaha 1100 Classic on which he will ride 7500km in 10 days.

Tip opponents mount fresh legal challenge
Michael Sinclair-Jones
FIVE Toodyay residents have gone to the
WA Supreme Court in a bid to overturn a
decision to allow the first stage of a plan to
dump two million tonnes of Perth rubbish in
Hoddys Well over the next 20 years.
Though landfill preparation work has
already started on the former Chitty Road
claypit, local opponents are seeking a judicial
review of last year’s controversial decision
to allow the dump to be built.
Court documents filed in Perth late
last month claim the WA Department of
Environment Regulation (DER) failed to
provide all relevant documents to potential
objectors.
Objectors say Perth landfill operator Opal
Vale Pty Ltd filed a further 700 pages of

support material that the public was not told
about until after DER approval was granted.
Much of the additional material concerned
water issues, which is the main problem
objectors have with the tip going ahead.
They claim the DER failed to comply with
State environmental law by granting the
approval without notifying the public of the
additional material and failing to provide an
opportunity to make submissions on it.
The court action aims to emulate last
December’s win for opponents of the WA
Government’s Roe Highway extension
over Perth’s Beeliar Wetlands when the WA
Supreme Court ruled that the Environment
Protection Authority had ignored its own
policy in approving the project.
The court action is expected to take several
months to be completed.

Toodyay landfill objectors are also
appealing against conditions set by the DER
in approving the Hoddy’s Well tip.
The appeals cannot overturn the DER
decision but nine local objectors want the
operating conditions to be made tougher.
The appeals include responses to the 700
pages of Opal Vale documents that were not
made publicly available when the original
decision was made.
Local objectors were due to meet
representatives from the State Office of
the Appeals Convenor at the Toodyay
Community Centre in the first week of this
month.
The Appeals Convenor will prepare a
report to WA Environment Minister Albert
Jacob who will make a final decision on the
conditions for works approval.

Court ruling reveals Merrick case details
Continued from page 1
THE 68-PAGE Supreme Court preliminary
decision (published online as [2016] WASC
29) contains much of the detail that the shire
has sought to keep secret from ratepayers for
the past two years.
It includes claims that Mr Merrick
instructed shire payroll officers to pay
him various amounts of money totalling
$150,980 to which he was allegedly not
entitled under his contract of employment.
These include the following:
• an additional nine per cent in
superannuation worth $60,617 on top of
his existing 19 per cent superannuation;
• 10 weeks’ unused sick leave worth a total
of $28,287;
• 51 rostered days off worth a total of
$25,399;
• $24,713 in salary packaging backpay;
and

• 12 days of executive time off worth a
total of $6387.
Mr Gething said the catalyst to end
Mr Merrick’s employment by mutual
agreement “seems to be concerns raised
about his conduct in overseeing aspects of
the community recovery process following
the December 2009 bushfire”.
The court decision reveals publicly for the
first time that the shire paid Mr Merrick a
lump-sum termination payment of $217,569
in March 2010 plus accrued annual and longservice leave and other entitlements.
Mr Gething said the first concerns about Mr
Merrick’s employment arrangements arose
soon after because he had instructed shire
staff not to deduct any tax from his payout,
“meaning he received it tax-free”.
This prompted an investigation by shire
auditors and concerns raised with the WA
Department of Local Government and

Corruption and Crime Commission (both of
which declined to take further action).
However, a private ruling by the Australian
Tax Office in June 2011 said the shire should
have deducted tax from Mr Merrick’s payout.
This led to an April 2012 shire audit report
on Mr Merrick’s payments and a council
decision in February 2013 to commence legal
action against him and Mr Wroth on the basis
that “there may be a significant prospect of
successful recovery of funds”.
However, Mr Gething said he was not
satisfied on shire evidence that the two
defendants had “acted with some form of
dishonesty or moral turpitude” such that their
conduct could be described as “fraudulent,
improper or dishonest”.
Various payments were signed off by
shire officers and there was no evidence
of concealment – such as by removing a
document from a file.

There was no evidence that Mr Merrick
knew he was doing anything wrong or that
Mr Wroth knew that the former shire CEO
was claiming benefits he was not entitled to.
The shire had argued that a “no further
claims” clause in Mr Merrick’s settlement
deed didn’t apply because the shire was
unaware of the alleged overpayments at the
time the deed was settled.
Mr Gething said the terms of Mr Merrick’s
termination payout could have included an
audit of his employment entitlements and a
requirement to pay back anything to which
he was not entitled – but it didn’t.
The court said it was “well settled law
that an employee, at least when acting as
principal, is not under a duty to disclose to
his employer his own breaches of contract.”

Road Safety
Minister says
Toodyay Road
the ‘worst’
Continued from Page 3
MS HARVEY said the Wheatbelt end of
Toodyay Road was identified as the worst
perfoming of the three routes studied.
“The lack of passing lanes and their
placement, dangerous intersections, the
condition and width of the road, and the
challenge of fast and slow-moving traffic
were all considered critical road safety
issues,” she said.
Ms Harvey said a detailed report and
recommendations would be released soon.
Local Nationals MP Shane Love said the
$3.8 million to upgade Toodyay Road was
a remarkable result given that the road was
initially dropped from the review.
It demonstrated how positive community
action – including last November’s Toodyay
Road safety forum attended by about 100
local residents – could achieve results.
“Statistics such as the 20 serious crashes
on Toodyay Road between 2009 and 2013
in which five people were killed and 19
people seriously injured are absolutely
unacceptable,” Mr Love said.
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emergency services

Angry bees put sting
into Morangup firies
Morangup Volunteer Bush Fire
Brigade
Sue Maddrell

Trainees practise life-saving skills.

More Saturday training offered
as first-aid courses fill up fast
St John Ambulance
Heather Appleby
THE INITIAL first-aid course last month
attracted 11 attendees and proved very
informative for all.
The course, on Saturday, February 27 was
fully booked, but due to demand, two more
Saturday courses will be held on March 19
and April 2.
Please contact Carolynne on 9574 2390 to
book your place.
You just never know when the first-aid
knowledge gained from these courses will

be called upon and, to have the confidence
to help someone who has been taken ill or
has been injured, is empowering.
Tickets for our annual Easter raffle are now
on sale.
The prize will be supplies for an Easter
Sunday lunch, a very special azalea plant,
a Weeding Women voucher, cool drinks
and Easter eggs. Other goodies will also be
included in the prize.
Various shops in Toodyay will have tickets
on sale, and our volunteers will be selling
tickets outside the IGA on Friday and
Saturday, March 11 and 12.

Mannequins survive life-saving lesson
Julimar Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Alison Wroth
THE LAST month has been very quiet with
only a couple of callouts.
The brigade has been busy getting all our
training modules up to date for whoever
requires them.
The increase in people attending Friday
night training has definitely been worth the
change in days.
Toodyay St John Ambulance volunteers
joined in training at the end of last month
with an entire evening devoted to the
Heartstart defibrillator.
Our own Fire Control Officer Charlie
Wroth, who also chairs the local volunteer
St John Ambulance centre and is one of their
trainers, organised the evening.
He spoke about the defibrillator, its benefits
to the entire community and especially its
value to our brigade.
Charlie then passed the training session
over to local St John Ambulance Community
Paramedic Patrick, who took us through a
DVD and practical session involving CPR,
proving how beneficial and lifesaving the
defibrillator can be.
It was then up to members of the audience
to attempt to save the lives of the mannequins
and thankfully, after a very long two minutes
of CPR, I don’t think many of them died that
night.
The pizzas weren’t bad either.
Grateful thanks to St John Ambulance

personnel for becoming involved, especially
Charlie, Patrick and Carolynne.
The evening was very beneficial to
everyone who attended.
Our next fundraising event will be Jill
Moffitt’s clearing sale on Wednesday March
16 beginning at 1pm.
The Julimar Brigade catering crew will
be doing morning tea and lunch, as well as
casting an eye over the sale when it begins
of course.
If you can supply anything such as baked
goods or are keen to help out on the day,
Mary Donegan Guthrie will be pleased to
hear from you.
Please come to the fire shed to discuss your
family’s fire plan, just to meet other people
in the Julimar area for a chat or to try your
luck with a spin of the chook wheel.
We meet on Friday evenings around
5.30pm. See you soon.

THE BRIGADE would like to thank the
Toodyay Op Shop for their generous cash
donation.
The Op Shop does a wonderful job and
their donations benefit the whole Toodyay
community.
At the time of writing Morangup has been
reasonably quiet with only a few fires in the
area since my last article.
There was a fire on Morangup Road that
caused a bit of a stir for firefighters – a
lightning strike caused a tree to catch fire
which in turn set the ground alight.
Not a major problem, apart from the bees.
There was a hive in the tree and when it
was felled, the occupants got quite angry
and a few firefighters were stung.
Luckily no one was allergic to bee stings.
Tony Lloyd happened to have a beekeeper’s
suit in his truck.

After kitting himself out with the
appropriate PPE he extinguished what was
left of the burning limb.
The other fire in Morangup was a fire in a
rubbish pit.
The cause of ignition is suspicious but has
yet to be determined.
If anyone is unsure when/if it is OK to
burn, ring the Shire Office on 9574 2258 for
details.
On a lighter note, Jeff Venn’s grandmother,
Betty Elliot from Mooloolaba, made another
cheque donation to the brigade which is very
much appreciated.
Thanks very much Grandma.
There was a request sent out to captains
for help mopping up at The Lakes fire on
(Sunday February 14) so Jeff took our 2.4
and our newest recruit Peter Harms.
Jayden Daniels went to help as well.
Peter enjoyed himself, gained some
valuable knowledge on the fireground and
is looking forward to helping out with the
Toodyay 12.2 when needed.

Fire shed powers up to
combat climate change
Bejoording Volunteer Bushfire
Brigade
From the desk of The Badger
MUCH TO everyone’s relief February was a
fairly benign month for local firies.
This has given us time to take stock,
continue training for new members and
review plans for facility improvements over
the coming months.
Some generous donations have enabled us
to start the process of acquiring and securing
a safe location for a permanent back-up
power generator.
Power supply is often a challenge during
major fire events and as the fire risk seems to
be increasing as the climate dries, Bejoording
was ill-prepared should there be a crisis.
A generator of appropriate capacity, and in
excellent condition, has been secured and site
preparation has begun.
Other improvements to the amenity of the
fire shed have been identified including car
parking, further exterior lighting, ventilation/
cooling, and possibly a defibrillator.
It’s all being researched and costed, and
may well be the subject of more fund-raising
and/or grant applications.

Because we are a small brigade we have
no surplus capital – whatever funds we raise
usually get spent on something necessary for
our service delivery.
The only exception to this rule has been
a donation to the Yarloop brigade and their
neighbouring bush fire brigades to go towards
equipment replacement or improvements
following the recent disastrous fires there.
Finally it was heartening to see so many
of our new members, mostly young, at our
February brigade meeting.
A total fire ban is still in place.
The Bejoording Volunteer Bush Fire
Brigade asks you to remember to always
plan and prepare for fire and to have a clear
contingency strategy in place should things
get out of control.
Fires can be a catastrophic risk to people,
animals and property, so take care.
Advice is free, but getting it wrong can be
expensive.
If you have any questions remember you
can contact Captain Barry Grey on 9574
2149, or the Badger on 9574 4834.
Please leave a message if we’re not there.
Our next regular meeting is at 6pm, at the
shed on Tuesday March 15.
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Most homes lost
by ember attack

Brian Foley
MANY Toodyay residents were affected by
the December 2009 fires and I believe we
always need to be reminded of what to do
when a bushfire is near our properties.
As a registered volunteer with the
Department of Parks and Wildlife, I recently
spent several days in the Yarloop/Waroona/
Harvey district travelling through the burnt
areas euthanising injured and burnt wildlife.
The burns these animals suffered were just
not survivable but we were able to rescue
some joeys and smaller animals.
I spoke to people who stayed and fought
the fires and their stories may help others if
they find themselves in a similar situation.
We see adverts on bushfire advice but do
we really have a written plan that everybody
can follow or even a plan in our mind.
Here is a story that really sends a message
to all of us living in a bush environment.
A couple decided to stay to protect their
property and watched the firefront coming
over the hill.
It didn’t look that bad, it was late afternoon,
the firies were unable to reach their property
and it was too late for the water helitankers
to fly as darkness approached.
They were prepared – water, power
generators, pumps, sprinklers.
Then the firefront hit.
It was so quick that the occupants of the
fire ute did not have time to wind up their
windows – they were lucky not to be burnt.
The firefront left burning embers
everywhere and the couple fought for three
hours to put out fires.
Decisions had to be made – what do you
want to save?
Let the old truck burn, put out the water
pump shed fire, run to the hay shed and put
that fire out, constantly put out fires around
the house, let the car burn, let the old tractor
burn, put out the house fire?

The only thing this couple would do
differently next time is get a bigger fire truck.
They had capacity only for 400 litres of
water which lasted just eight minutes – they
were spending more time filling the tank than
fighting the fires.
You also need to be strong mentally.
Don’t panic, be prepared and get
professional advice on how to defend your
property if that’s your decision – otherwise
leave.
All the destroyed properties I visited were
burnt from the inside which indicated that
embers got into the buildings through gaps.
One property had rammed earth walls with
windows in the middle of the blocks, creating
a 50mm ledge.
The window frames were wood, embers
collected on the ledge and burnt the frames
out.
The internal structures and contents then
caught fire, causing total destruction of the
house apart from the walls.
A clothes line with plastic pegs a mere 12
metres away was still intact so the firefront
did not come close, only airborne embers.
All the houses I saw were burnt because of
embers, while surrounding trees or paddocks
were untouched.
The many houses saved by the helitankers
was due to sizaeble dams in the neaby hills
which enabled a quick turnaround time for
water pickup, something Toodyay lacks.
From next month, the WA Government will
enforce a new Bushfire Attack Level Code to
improve the viability of houses in a bushfire.
All new structures will have to comply
and the Code’s main emphasis is to prevent
burning embers entering buildings .
I bought a copy of the code to enable me
to comply with requirements.
This copy has been donated to the Toodyay
Public Library for anyone who may be
building or who wants to bring their existing
home up to the required standard.

Some of the 30 cubic metres of bushfire appeal donations from Toodyay.

Boxes of laughter and tears – from
Toodyay with love for Yarloop
Melani Pree
ON TUESDAY February 16 a raggle-taggle
group of Toodyayites gathered at the Shire
Gardening Shed to load up 30 cubic metres
of boxes and assorted paraphernalia in
readiness for delivery to Cookernup the
following day.
Utes and trailers were loaded and
wheelbarrows were strapped to roofs so
an early start could be made the following
morning.
At 6am on Wednesday we hit the road
packed with drinking water and food to
share with the people at the Cookernup
Community Hall.
Chatter in our car stopped as we skirted the
edge of the Yarloop townsite.
It was so reminiscent of the scenes of our
own fire in Toodyay that it was a little hard
to breathe.
On arrival at the hall we hit the decks
running.
Like a swarm of busy ants, our volunteers
and others from the Cookernup community
set about unloading and setting up our
treasures on trestle tables and upturned
boxes.
To say that we filled their hall is an
understatement.
Everything was quickly set out so that fire
survivors could locate items that would make
an immediate difference to their lives and
hold a comfortable place in their futures.
The stories we heard made us laugh and
cry, mostly cry.
A favourite story was of a child who
managed to save her goldfish which had been
living in a punchbowl since the fire a month
ago.
The family was thrilled to find a beautiful
little aquarium with all the bits and pieces to
make a lovely new home for her pet.
It seems that ‘punchbowl’ was a theme
for the day because in a conversation with
a young lady who was selflessly trying to
locate some glass items for her mother who
had lost her home, she was offered one of
the two punchbowls that were part of our
collection.
She declined the beautifully boxed one but
dissolved into tears when offered the other

one – it was exactly the same as the one her
mother had lost which had been a wedding
present thirty years ago.
The Yarloopians were overwhelmed
by both the quantity and quality of our
collection and we were all asked at different
times to pass on their thanks to the people of
Toodyay.
At a very bleak time in their town’s history
they were so grateful that people who had
experienced, lived through and survived their
own dark days had taken the time to send
them some love in the form of a collection
aimed at helping them start to rebuild their
lives.
Thank you to everyone who donated items
with such good grace, packed, labelled,
stacked, moved and transported them to
where they were needed most.
Thanks to the team who showed empathy
and generosity of spirit, hugged perfect
strangers, shared food, listened to stories and
told some of their own on a day of extreme
heat, never complained about the size of the
task, and all travelled home safely.
Toodyay – you are awesome.
We will be doing a ute and trailer run in
a month or so to take down more tools,
electrical items and plants and even some
outdoor furniture.
Start hoarding your donations ready for a
‘load up the trailers’ event in a location soon
to be announced.

Loading up for Cookernup.

Bunnings sizzles for SES
Toodyay State Emergency Services
Jeff Venn, Toodyay SES Unit Manager
ON SATURDAY January 23 as part of its
Australia Day celebrations Bunnings held
Australia-wide sausage sizzles to raise
money for emergency services volunteers.
Bunnings Midland chose the Toodyay SES
to be the recipient of its efforts this year.
Bunnings Midland provided the venue,
sausages, buns and drinks and their team
leaders volunteered their time from 7am until
4pm to prepare and sell their handiwork.
Activities for kids of all ages included face
painting and ‘fishing’.
Toodyay SES members were invited to
participate in the celebrations and were
rostered on throughout the day.
It was very encouraging to have so many
members of the public come up to say

hello and to thank the volunteers for their
commitment and efforts.
We have recently been advised that the
proceeds of the sausage sizzle were over
$2000, with another $500 being given by
the public as donations.
Toodyay SES would like to say a big thank
you to all the staff at Bunnings Midland for
the enthusiasm they showed in supporting
our SES unit on the day.
Special thanks to team leaders who did the
cooking and for providing samples of their
sausages to unit members for taste testing.
We would also like to thank those members
of the public who showed their support by
purchasing the great hot dogs or making
donations to the Toodyay SES unit.
All in all, the Toodyay SES members had
a great day thanks to the team at Bunnings
Midland.
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Horse bolts on Toodyay Heritage Police
Bat in the Belfry
Geoff Appleby
TOODYAY’S new shire councillors (elected
last October) have found their voice and it
is pleasing to see a more eloquent debate in
council chambers than previously.
The council appears to be fairly well
balanced and is addressing its work with
more confidence.
There were several contentious matters
discussed at last month’s meeting, three of
which concerned heritage issues.
All three received a measured response
from councillors who stood their ground and
were not swayed by irrational argument.
It appears that the dead hand of Toodyay’s
dreaded Heritage Police may be loosening
and perhaps sanity will prevail when similar
matters arise in future.
The first breath of fresh air came with an
application by the liquor store in Stirling
Terrace to install aluminium roller shutters
over its front windows and glass door.
The popular local business has suffered at
least two break-ins in recent months and the
exasperated owners wanted to install security
shutters, in colours matching the existing
window frames, to use when the store is
closed.
However, the business is located in the
shire’s Central Toodyay Heritage Area which
imposes heavy restrictions on what can and
can’t be done, including to non-heritage
buildings such as the liquor store.
A heritage report said the roller shutters
should not be allowed and Cr Sally Craddock
supported the shire officer’s recommendation
to refuse the application.
However, Cr Paula Greenway suggested
that community safety and security were
more important, and that to refuse the
shutters on heritage grounds was ridiculous.
The debate was lively and at one stage
drifted away from the issue, prompting Shire
President David Dow to observe that “it was
getting out of hand”.
Shire CEO Stan Scott clarified matters and
put the train back on the rails.
Shire Deputy President Therese Chitty said
roller shutters were ugly and if approved at
the liquor store, would set a precedent – all

other shop owners would want them too –
and the town at night would soon look like
Port Hedland or Karratha.
After further debate, the shire officer’s
recommendation was thrown out and
the shutters approved 5-4, with the Shire
President and Deputy voting against it.
Score: Common Sense 1; Heritage 0.
Round Two: In 2011, the council agreed to
allow 12 solar panels to be installed on the
roof of a gracious old house in Drummond
Street.
The owner installed eight panels in 2013
and cut his power costs by nearly a third.
He applied last month to install a further 12
panels on the front veranda roof which has a
much lower pitch than the main roof and is
less visible from the street.

Hassell House hassle

HOWEVER, the building – known as Hassell
House and listed on the shire’s municipal
category of heritage places – is also in the
restricted Central Toodyay Heritage Area.
The Heritage Police objected to the second
row of panels and the shire officer dutifully
recommended that it be refused.
Cr Brian Rayner took up the cudgels on
behalf of sanity and pointed out that there
were few heritage building in the street and
reducing power costs was more important.
Cr David Dow uttered one of his many
clichés and observed that the “horse had
already bolted” because there were other
solar panels in the same street (and even on
the same house).
Cr Judy Dow informed the meeting that
only eight of the 12 panels approved in 2011
had been installed on the roof.
Cr Chitty suggested that though she
thought solar panels should not have been
approved in the first place, it was far better

to install them on the veranda than on the
main roof.
Once again, the original recommendation
was reversed and while Cr Craddock
suggested that the “horse had not bolted” and
it was not too late to stop the rot, the vote
was carried 6-3.
Updated score: Common Sense 2; Heritage
0.
The third heritage recommendation was –
for a pleasant change – to vary the heritage
policy and allow the Toodyay Bakery in
Stirling Terrace to paint signs and facades
in colours varying slightly from the rules.
One would have thought that this sensible
and very minor variation would have sailed
through unchallenged but Cr Craddock
mounted her white steed and got stuck into
mismatched colours and guidelines, then
A-frame displays and ... I lost interest.
Heavens to Mergatroyd – whatever next?
I well remember how six or seven years ago
how Restaurant 123 above the same bakery
and owned by an award-winning chef closed
because the Heritage Police wouldn’t allow
it to advertise at pavement level in – you
guessed it – the Central Toodyay Heritage
Area.
Cr Craddock jousted well enough to get
a slight variation on the size of a swinging
sign but there was little stomach among other
councillors to back her the whole way.
The vote was 8-1 for sanity and the recently
refurbished bakery can now add a stylish
new upmarket tone and flavour to Toodyay’s
burgeoning Cappuccino Strip.
Final score a hat-trick: Common Sense 3;
Heritage 0.
Earlier, Toodyay Men’s Shed President
Jeff Roberts addressed the council about
concerns his group’s second application for
State Government Royalty for Regions funds
to build new premises would be jeopardised
if the shire also applied to the same fund for
a grant to build a proposed new children’s
water playground in Duidgee Park.
He said it meant Toodyay would be seeking
nearly a third of the total pool of money
allocated to the Wheatbelt.
However his plea fell on deaf ears –
councillors later agreed to seek $250,000 for
a new water park, and add $100,000 from

ratepayers’ funds if successful.
Two Julimar Road ratepayers presented
submissions opposing plans on a
neighbouring property to site a massive
work shed that will overlook their house and
block their scenic view.
The shire officer had recommended
approval after reducing the shed to the
maximum allowable size and setting aside
a planning requirement that it be situated
behind the building line of the owner’s
house.
The recommendation paid scant regard to
the neighbours’ objections.
The objectors said the shed could easily
be built somewhere else on the adjoining
1.3ha (three-acre) block but the owner
wanted to build it near their house only for
convenience, regardless of the impact on
their property.

No more sunrise

“IT’S LAUGHABLE that the shire planning
officer says it will have minimal impact –
we will never see the rising sun from our
bedroom window again,” one objector said.
“The huge shed will be an eyesore that
looks into our bathroom and toilet.
“Who in their right mind wants a building
like that outside their bedroom – the owner
obviously doesn’t want it near his house so
he wants to put it right next to ours.”
There followed a bizarre and embarrassing
interlude where one objector read out aloud
several questions which he had been required
to put on notice while the President stumbled
through a series of painfully bureaucratic
responses prepared by shire staff and
projected on a screen above his head.
When the matter later came to a vote, no
councillor was game enough to support the
shire officer’s recommendation.
There the matter should have rested and
I believe the proponents should have been
required to re-submit the application for the
shed to be built in front of or behind their
own house instead of the neighbours.
However, councillors in their wisdom
referred the matter for more discussion at
the next Council Forum at 4pm on March 8
where hopefully sanity, humanity and good
sense will prevail.
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Backstage rocker
bounces back

Michael Sinclair-Jones
ROLLING Stones fan Dave Perrie is an old
Toodyay rocker with fascinating stories of
his younger days working backstage with
some of the world’s top rock stars.
Though Dave lost his entire vinyl LP record
collection in Toodyay’s devastating 2009
bushfires, the retired sign writer has bounced
back with a personal entry in a new Stones
book published in the UK.
He is one of 500 fans worldwide who
appear in Richard Houghton’s You Had to
be There: The Rolling Stones Live 1962-69,
published by Gottahavebooks.
It came about after Dave answered a Perth
newspaper advertisement earlier this year
inviting fans to send in their recollections
of early Stones’ live shows.
Dave’s account of the young British
rockers warming up screaming Perth fans
for headline act Roy Orbison at the Capitol
Theatre 50 years ago appears as:
Dave Perrie (age 18);
They played second to Roy Orbison;
Also on the show were the Everly Brothers
and a few days after Christmas 1999 (sic)

we and 38 other families lost our homes in
a fierce bushfire.
“I lost a huge collection of vinyl LPs and
a lot of memorabilia, including tickets,
programs, etc. collected over many years,
including that from the ’65 Stones concert.”
However, the book’s author sent a signed
copy to Dave’s daughter for Christmas.
Dave also has many great stories to tell
about his work as a bouncer at the former
Perth Entertainment Centre, where he says
his main job was to “keep screaming girls at
bay”.
He says among the best visiting performers
to work with in Perth was UK superstar Phil
Collins, who he describes an “an absolute
gentleman”.
Dave was assigned as a security guard on
a Swan River river cruise for Collins and
ended up chatting with him in the back of
the boat, pointing out various waterfront
landmarks along the way.
Another time, Dave was providing
backstage security for a performer known
as the “Mr Nice Guy” of music.
However, at the end of the first of three
shows at the Perth Entertainment Centre, the

Blurry blast from past – Dave Perrie (right) with John Farnham and friend in Munich 1988.
star returned to his dressing room in a fury
and smashed everything in sight, including
mirrors, tables and chairs.
Dave also had to physically restrain a
fellow security guard from leaping onto the
stage and thumping a popular ’90s Australian
singer for sneering at him during another
Perth show.
Others Dave worked with include Dire
Straits, John Farnham, Bon Jovi and Paul and
Linda McCartney, whom he accompanied to
Rottnest.
He says the most memorable show opening
was Steve Wonder’s appearance at the Perth
Entertainment Centre.
The stage was set up in the middle of the

darkened auditorium and a spotlight shone
on the band as they entered through a side
door to take their places on stage.
Wonder – who is blind – hid in a speaker
crate on wheels concealed under the blacked
out stage and suddenly appeared in their
midst in a blaze of light as the crowd went
crazy.
Dave caught up with John Farnham again
at a 1988 concert in Munich.
“He invited my friend Erica and I backstage
after the show and we ended up partying all
night,” Dave recalls.
“People don’t believe me when I tell these
stories but I still have one or two photos left
from the fire to show it.”

Ravi ducks back to sauce the Goose
Restaurant Raconteur
Ravi Broadbean
HAVING recently returned from Europe
where I had for the previous four months
been speaking at a series of haute cuisine
seminars I was delighted to receive a call
from The Herald inviting me to review a
new restaurant in Toodyay.
While in Europe we caught up with two
old friends – concert pianist Olga and her
bassoonist husband Vladimir who were
coincidentally concluding a European
concert tour in Vienna.
We invited them to spend time with us in
Rockingham and they accompanied Bonita
and me to Toodyay.
We lunched at the new Duck Duck Goose

Restaurant and Ice Cream Parlour located
at 99 Beaufort Street, West Toodyay (Pecan
Hill).
The establishment is BYO and having
obtained a copy of the online menu I chose
wines from our cellar to complement the
various dishes on offer.
The menu is reasonably diverse and boasts
six entrées and nine mains with side dishes
and a children’s menu.
The restaurant has spectacular views over
its vineyard to the Avon Valley, is relatively
small but functional and is fairly typical of
local eateries.
We were greeted by Kaydee, a charming
young lady who was attentive, efficient and
friendly.
There were about 20 guests dining and the

service was remarkably efficient for a single
waitress.
After seating us, Kaydee without prompting
produced an ice bucket and inquired if we
needed a second for our other bottle of white
wine – a first for Toodyay.
For starters I ordered BBQ octopus at $22
($29 as a main course), Bonita chose spiced
pork belly at $18, Vladimir sampled the
crumbed camembert for $14 ($19 as a main)
and Olga had the bruschetta for $16.
Other starters include pulled pork and
garlic prawns.
My octopus was served with a chipotle
sauce and was succulent and well executed.
There are numerous recipes for chipotle
sauce and, acknowledging that chipotle
peppers are difficult to source in Toodyay,
this offering which consisted of sliced onions
and red capsicum in a homemade jus was
unusual (though not unpalatable) – I could
not taste thyme and it did lack heat.
Our 2010 Aragosta Vermentino was the
perfect accompaniment for this dish.
Bonita thoroughly enjoyed the spiced pork
belly which was served with a shiraz and
blood orange glaze and, despite the nuance
of the glaze, she sipped the Vermentino with
great gusto.
Vladimir’s camembert was crumbed and
complemented with a plum dipping sauce
and judged by him as excellent.
The cheese was served at just the right
temperature and crumbed to perfection.
Olga’s bruschetta entrée was offered with a
choice of traditional tomato and basil topping
or avocado, smoked salmon and dill.
She chose the latter and commented that it
was scrumptious despite the slightly soggy
toasted bread.
Vladimir and Olga drank mineral water.
I had brought along a Domaine Bellegarde
Jurançon Sec “La Pierre Blanche” 1995 and
a 2009 Chateau Cantemerle Haute-Medoc to
accompany the main courses.
To test the mettle of the chef I ordered a
medium scotch fillet at $31.

Cooking a perfect medium steak is an art
and though I prefer my steak rare, the entrées
had been excellent and I wanted to check just
how good the kitchen really was.
Vladimir chose the pan-cooked chicken
breast at $28 and Bonita and Olga both
selected the fish cakes at $24.
The fish cakes are the only main which is
also offered as an entrée for $16.
My steak was cooked to perfection.
It was served with crispy sweet potato
ribbons and pepper sauce in a ramekin.
The texture and colour of the sauce was
excellent and the Medoc rounded up a perfect
dish.
Vladimir and I had a side of chips with
our main courses and they were – not
surprisingly for this chef – hand-cut in the
kitchen and perfectly cooked.
The fishcakes were crafted from three or
possibly four genus of fish.
Bonita identified arrow-tooth flounder and
mangrove jack but not the others.
She and Olga described the fishcakes as
“perfect” and they both commented on the
excellent side salad.
Vladimir’s chicken breast served with
white wine and mushroom sauce on bread
was cooked with flair and care despite the
bread again being a little soggy.
We were not too sure why the bread –
which remained uneaten – was there but it
did not detract from the overall dish.
We followed up with a visit to the icecreamery next door to select our desserts and
there is little to say except that the variety of
flavours was extensive and delicious.
Duck Duck Goose is the best restaurant in
Toodyay and we had an excellent lunch.
I was surprised to learn that Kaydee had
recently joined the staff and it was only the
fifth time that she had waited table.
For once I can say that it was a pleasure to
eat in Toodyay and we shall return soon with
our delightful children, Tarquin and Daisy,
who inform us that they wish to sample the
entire ice cream range.
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Catholic priest made a meal of rotten eggs

Toodyay Valley Co-op store (1920-1982) before its makeover.
Toodyay Historical Society
Robyn Taylor, President
AT OUR last meeting I gave a talk about
Canon Raffaele Martelli (1811-1880),
Toodyay’s first Catholic priest.
Martelli was working at the monastery of
Santa Scolastica in Subiaco (Italy) when
he met Rosendo Salvado who had come to
Rome seeking funds and resources for his
monastery at New Norcia.
He joined Salvado on his return to WA in
1853 and the two men became firm friends.
Martelli’s gentle humour shines through
in his letters to Bishop Salvado which can
be read in John Kinder and Joshua Brown’s
book on Martelli’s life and letters (published
2014).
When Martelli arrived here he had to fend
for himself.

“ To o d y a y 8 J a n u a r y [ 1 8 ] 5 6 : M y
Monsignor, the life that I have begun to live
could certainly not be accused of being an
Epicurean one. Sleeping on the ground, and
eating rotten eggs with potatoes.
“I have faith, however, that things will
improve.”
There must have been a cold snap in April
that year as he asked the bishop if he could
send some woollen socks: “I suffer badly
from cold in my extremities, and in these
mountains the climate is harsher than in
Fremantle.”
There are many more gems in these letters.

Duidgee, a place of mists

LAST month several members attended the
Wikipedia conference at the State Library
where our museum curator Margie Eberle
gave an excellent presentation on the

Toodyaypedia project.
The keynote speaker was Andy Mabbett
who instigated the world’s first Wiki town
in Monmouth, Wales.
To date, Toodyay and Fremantle remain
the only Wiki towns in Australia.
A ground-breaking project is the
development of a Noongar language
Wikipedia.
We were delighted to hear one translation
of the word ‘duidgee’ (this depends on how
the word is spoken) is ‘place of mists’.
This certainly describes Toodyay on a
winter’s morning when the town is often
shrouded in cotton wool.
Many thanks to member Peter Robinson
for putting together a display celebrating
the 50th anniversary of the introduction of
decimal currency in Australia.
The decimal currency display can be
seen in the Toodyay and Districts Bendigo
Community Bank.
This momentous event happened on 14
February 1966.
Peter used his own collection of coins and
notes, while the display cabinet was made
by the Toodyay Men’s Shed.
We kicked off the year on February 28 with
dinner at the Victoria Hotel which I’m sure
all members enjoyed.
We are always happy to receive photos
about Toodyay and recently we acquired
a number of them showing the old co-op
(today’s Toodyay Traders) before, during
and after it had a major makeover in 1953.
The photos came from Glen Chitty and
Glenys Hunter via Sheena Hesse.
Bill Hunter was the last manager of the
co-op.
Originally faced with corrugated iron,
the new look building included a modern
cantilevered awning, which today is
supported by posts, while the petrol bowser
was retained recalling earlier times when we
didn’t have dedicated service stations.

Coming events
OUR next general meeting at 7pm on
Wednesday March 16 will be held in
Donegan’s Cottage at the showgrounds.
The feature speaker, Jenny Edgecombe, will
speak on ‘Mr Paull, the Butcher’.
There will be no end-of- month excursion
due to our involvement in the Australian Tidy
Towns Awards weekend (March 18-20).
For information contact secretary Desrae
Clarke, email: desraec@westnet.com.au;
president Robyn Taylor, email rdtaylor@
iinet.net.au, 9574 2578 or, member Beth
Frayne, ph: 9574 5971.
Donegan’s Cottage (in the Showgrounds)
is open every Thursday,1-3pm.
Postal address: PO Box 32, Toodyay WA
6566. Membership is fantastic value at $10
per annum.

New store with modern cantilever verandah,
built in 1953. (Photos: Courtesy Glen Chitty
and Glenys Hunter, Toodyay Historical
Society archives.)

Chamber of Commerce puts house in order
Toodyay Chamber of Commerce
Barb Dadd
TOODYAY is great – but it could be greater.
Over the past 18 months, since the Toodyay
Chamber of Commerce was reformed, a
great deal of work has been done to produce
a strategic plan for the future.
As a group, we put our heads together
and tried to imagine a future vision for the
Toodyay Chamber of Commerce over the
next five years.
It was clear from the beginning that
assisting commercial businesses in whatever
‘normal’ chamber of commerce ways was
necessary – of course.
But after months of discussion a more
expansive plan emerged as a framework
from which current and future management
committees could conceivably help drive
local businesses forward, as well as help set

the scene for businesses yet to appear.
We needed a big ideas canvas to work from.
Mark Dimmitt, our newly appointed
president, and the new committee have
now taken that strategic plan a step further
and broken it down into three smaller more
manageable ‘portfolios’, each of which will
be led by a facilitator and a team of interested
participants. These are as follows.

Toodyay vision

THE Toodyay vision committee is about
the future.
How can Toodyay finally reach the
potential that’s been talked about over dinner
tables for years?
What will that future look like and how
can the needs and aspirations of the whole
population be heard and considered?
This committee will focus on the ‘Meerkats
project’ both working on funding and
engaging with the branding agency to get

things started as soon as possible.
Actually…stop the press. We don’t need
to look too much further than the numerous
newly refurbished and very sophisticated
retail spaces in and around Toodyay that have
appeared in the last year.
Congratulations to our retailers – you’ve
done Toodyay proud.
Visitors will come from near and far to take
a taste of what you present – and you know
what, everyone will benefit.
A classic case of ‘build it and they will
come’.
However, there is a lot of work to be done.
For more information or to get involved,
please contact facilitator Barb Dadd on (0439
963 849).

Festivals and concerts

EVENTS, Festivals and Concerts Committee
is about how the Toodyay Chamber of
Commerce can work with the shire and

other groups in town to attract more visitors
to town.
We are interested in exploring how the
chamber can work with these groups to
promote more activity in addition to the
current annual diary of fun and festivities.
The committee will also work with other
groups in the region such as the Northam
Chamber of Commerce, Avon Tourism,
Regional Chambers of Commerce and
Industry of WA to look at working with an
Avon Regional focus so Toodyay businesses
are connected to wider networks.
For more information contact facilitator
Gary Smith, (0424 195 852).

Governance and finance

MEMBERSHIPS, Governance and Finance
Committee is about identifying membership
needs and the facilitation of business
promotion and marketing, communication,
training and development, networking,
support and operational compliance.
For more information or to get involved,
contact facilitator Margaret Sommerville on
(0419 941 823).
This is the Toodyay Chamber of Commerce
vision, but to make it a reality we need
talented, experienced, motivated people
with energy and opinions and a desire to
participate in a future that will be glorious.
But the Chamber Committee can’t do
it alone. We can’t bring the words to life
without the involvement of the business
community.
We need people with current or past
experience in business, marketing,
advertising, IT, the arts, in food, music, and
planning an organisation.

Imagination the key

YOU don’t need to run a business. You don’t
even need to join the Chamber.
But we would certainly like to meet you
and seduce you (or even shanghai you) into
becoming involved at some level with one
of these committees.
We don’t visualise a lot of dull meetings
but rather regular get togethers – either in
person or online.
We may only need you to help us with one
aspect of our vision. So never fear, you won’t
be asked to sit in a room listening to lots of
other issues that don’t involve or interest you.
But just imagine, it could be fun, and who
knows what we could achieve – together.
Start here: Ring Mark Dimmitt (President)
on 0439 865 303 or one of the facilitators
mentioned above.
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Mystery auction? You’ll have to forgive him, he’s from Barcelona
Toodyay Theatre Group
Jessica Shilcock
THIS year’s business is off and racing.
The passing of our AGM brings a hint of
new things to come in 2016 as well as some
favourites set to return.
We are happy to announce that David
Mitchell was re-elected as our president
with Jeanette Young, Liz Boston and Sarah
Shilcock as executives together with a full
committee to steer us through the new year.
As you might have seen from the posters,
the year has kicked off already and our first
production is approaching fast.
Graham ‘Bozzy’ Boston has again taken up
the director’s chair to bring you all a Fawlty
Towers spoof .
It’s written by the man himself and based
on everyone’s favourite TV series.
However the twist in this show on Saturday
March 12 is the mystery auction included in
the play.
What, you might ask, is a mystery auction?
A mystery auction is like any other auction
with items to bid for, an auctioneer steering
proceedings and at the end of the night you
get to go home with the goods.
But the catch is that you might not know
what your bid is for.
Some of the items will be wrapped up tight
and all you will get is a few clues as to the
contents.
You must trust that the auctioneer will not

let the bidding go past the item’s value.
And where will the proceeds go?
Every cent earned on the night from ticket
sales, bar sales and the auction will go to the
Yarloop and Waroona Districts Fire Appeal.
One of the main reasons we will be
able to do this is because of our awesome
community and their support for us and our
auction.
All items for auction have been generously
donated by local businesses and consist
not only of products but also vouchers for
services provided by various local trades.
It will be a fantastic evening.
Make sure you run down to Makit Hardware
and get your tickets because they are selling
fast.
Tickets cost $40 tickets and will be
available until Sunday March 6.
The cost covers the show and a delicious
meal catered once again by Sweethearts
Café.
Tickets will continue to be sold after March
6 but will cost only $15 and cover only the
show, not the meal.
However, you are welcome to bring your
own snacks.
The show is strictly no BYO but as usual
our bar will be open.
Sorry to say, I have to end this article on
rather a sad note.
As most of you will know by now Kristee
Jolly is leaving our little town.
Kristee joined us as a teenager and has been

Beware fake Centrelink emails
Toodyay Community Safety and
Crime Prevention Association
Desraé Clarke
THERE have been recent reports that
people are receiving a fake email that claims
to be from the Australian Government
Department of Human Services, which
includes Centrelink.
It claims that the recipient has qualified for
a 2015 subsidy benefit.
The email requests private information on
two of the following six items.
• One dividend statement from the past five
years.
• One notice of assessment from the past
five years.

• One PAYG summary from the past two
years.
• Details of one superannuation account
from past five years.
• One Centrelink payment summary from
the past two years.
• Bank account details that the recipient’s
income tax was paid into for the last
financial year or an interest-bearing
account from the past two years.
Do not provide any of this information
and report the incident to the Australian
Cybercrime Online Reporting Network
(ACORN), acorn.gov.au.
For general matters, contact:
Toodyay Police
9574 9555.
CRIMESTOPPERS 1800 333 000.
Consumer Protection 1300 30 40 54.

a member of the Toodyay Theatre Group for
several years.
We have had the privilege of watching her
grow into the dedicated and hardworking
young woman she is today.
We have seen Kristee act, sing and dance,
and we even aged her once to play a little old
drunken granny.
Since turning 18 she has been an active
member of our committee, taking great care
of our marketing over the last couple of
years.
We wish you the best in the future, Kristee.

You will be greatly missed and we are all
hoping you will come back and visit us from
time to time.
If anyone has any enquiries about the
Toodyay Theatre Group, whether it be
regarding an upcoming production or interest
in joining our little troupe, please feel free
to get in touch with us via Facebook.com/
ToodyayTheatreGroup, in writing to PO Box
402 or by contacting one of our members.
Until next month remember: There’s no
business like show business – Irving Berlin
(US composer and lyricist 1888-1989).

Get on track to win
AvonLink discount
AVONLINK and MerredinLink travellers
can now enter a competition to win a Smart
Commuter card.
Wheatbelt WA Nationals Party MP Mia
Davies said the competition aimed to reward
local residents who use the passenger train
services.
“It is also about encouraging residents
to use the service whenever possible to
demonstrate how valuable this train is for
the region,” she said.
“The future of services can be directly
and positively impacted through increased
patronage.”
The Smart Commuter card entitles winners
to 35 per cent off all TransWA commuter
train travel which includes the AvonLink,
MerredinLink and Australind for all of 2016.
To enter the competition, patrons simply
need to drop their used train ticket into boxes
in Ms Davies’ electorate offices in Northam
or Merredin.
The first winners drawn by Ms Davies and
Northam businessman Mr Rob Tinetti were

Ruth Moulds and Pam Ward.
There was a draw last month and another
will be held this month.
The AvonLink train service is currently part
of a three-year trial funded by Royalties for
Regions to trial new ticketing and timetables
in an effort to increase patronage.
The proposal for the new service
was developed by a working group of
representatives from the Public Transport
Authority, Wheatbelt Development
Commission, Shires of Northam and
Toodyay and community representatives.
“The Avon Valley has been identified as a
growth area for the state,” Ms Davies said.
“A daily public train service to and from
the region is critical to catering for future
population and economic growth and
prosperity.
“It is also a valuable and safe service for
those unable to drive, catering for seniors,
people with disabilities and young people.”
All winners will be notified, and their
names announced on Hot FM RadioWest.

Heat is On for May meet
Toodyay Music Club
Jenny Edgecombe
THERE’S no doubt that laughter is good
for you and last month’s theme of ‘Attire’
proved it.
There were laughs a-plenty as we strutted
our stuff to an amazing variety of songs.
Really, who could resist Joe’s Black Denim
Trousers and Motorcycle Boots, a song that
most people hoped had sunk without trace?
Then Jenny attempting the very funny
Allan Sherman version of the Mexican Hat
Dance?
This was followed by Joe who had the
audience belting out the echoes in a hilarious
version of Dedicated Follower of Fashion as
a grand finale at the end of the afternoon.
The award for best comic presentation
though goes to Eileen and Maurice for their
superb rendition of Long Tall Texan which
brought the house down.
Not all the songs were so light-hearted,
however - Spencer has added the sad Blue
Satin Gown to his growing repertoire of
tragic songs. Where does he find them?

Our ever-versatile Leila accompanied
Spencer’s guitar with her ukulele in a sweet
version of The Little Shirt My Mother Made
Me.
Brian came up with a delightful song
most of us had not heard before, Friendly
Persuasion, followed by the tale of the
heartless Flossie who made it clear that
Louis would have to Meet Me in St Louis if
he wanted to see her again.
Colette’s I Don’t Want to Go to Sleep was
most enjoyable and I look forward to hearing
more of her traditional songs in the future.
The theme of ‘Heat’ chosen for May should
produce some interesting items.
Meanwhile, why not join us for the March
and April meetings where you will be
guaranteed some great singing and a lot of
laughs, with afternoon tea thrown in.
Next meeting: Saturday March 12, 1-4pm,
CWA Hall.
Any style of singing or instrumental
performance is welcome, as long as it is
acoustic.
Further information: Joe on 0400 862 694
or Jenny 0417 910 050.
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Turtle rescue is trip of lifetime for Toodyay scout
Toodyay Scouts
Sam O’Connor
TOODYAY scout Jayde Evans joined 50 WA
scouts late last year for the trip of a lifetime
– the Lombok Turtle Rescue.
The rescue, a journey where young people
were given the opportunity to carry out
overseas community service, involved a
wide range of environmental activities that
included collecting litter, water testing and
feeding the turtles.
The group travelled to Indonesia’s remote
island of Gili Meno, where they learned
about water sources and collection, helped
clean out tanks for turtles at the turtle
sanctuary and helped fish for turtle food.
On the second last day, the whole contingent
travelled to the local school, and spent the
morning playing games, teaching the
children about not collecting turtle eggs and
telling them about environmental protection.
“Doing turtle patrol, swimming with the
turtles and seeing the island was pretty cool,”
said 13-year-old Jayde.
“I loved seeing the big smiles on the faces
of the kids from the school when we gave

them our gifts, said Jayde.
The scouts dug up freshly laid turtle eggs
to take back to the sanctuary to protect them
from predators and provided assistance to
feed the hatchlings at the sanctuary’s holding
ponds.
The young people also worked towards
their World Conservation Badge and
participated in the Leave No Trace program,
an innovative program that teaches scouts to
become more environmentally friendly.
Jayde was keen to bring back her skills and
share her experiences with the other scouts
in Toodyay.
“Doing all the Leave No Trace training was
really fun,” she said.
“Learning it was tricky at first but then
I understood why we were doing it, and I
found it fun.
“I didn’t expect to be chosen for this trip
because I was only just old enough to go.
“However, I’m glad I did – it was the trip
of a lifetime.”
Scouts (for children aged 10- 14½) is held
weekly at the Toodyay Youth Hall at the
showgrounds on Thursdays 6.30-8.30pm.
Newcomers welcome.

Toodyay scout Jayde Evans with turtles on Indonesia’s remote Gili Meno island off Lombok.

Turned oak pens to help write history
Avon Woodturners
Max J Heath

Cheeky Bus at a wedding.

Cheeky Bus bats eyelids
to get new passengers
Toodyay Community Bus
Di Roberts
HI THERE folks. The Bus is back.
Well, a few weeks have gone by and the
Cheeky Bus has snoozed and snoozed but
it’s time to gather new ideas and adventures
to share with our community.
Over the past year, The Bus was involved
in many events: Australia Day, Picnic Races
and, the Toodyay Agricultural Show to name
a few.
As our transport system in Toodyay is
minimal with only the AvonLink taking
folk to and from Midland and Northam, our
bus needs to be more proactive in providing
transport to those in need.
However, because the powers that be do
not allow us to take people on shopping
adventures or to places they wish to go, we
need the help from the community as to what
our bus can accommodate.
The Australia-wide Tidy Towns Awards of
2016 are coming to Toodyay in March and
our little branch of the community would
love to be involved but, because of our size,
(with only 19 seats including the driver), we
cannot participate in the event.
However, all is not lost: we are hoping to
show the visitors and locals our bus in the
next few weeks. The Cheeky Bus will be
on show for all to see, especially with the
eyelashes.
How grand is this?

We are pretty chuffed that we have a
new committee member on board, Julie
Strawbridge. Also, a new driver has
consented to come on board.
Many thanks Julie as our beloved Craig
Martin, through his work commitments, has
had to resign from his position.
We thank Craig for his witty and most
insightful thoughts on the progress of The
Bus.
Also we have a ‘breath of fresh air’ with a
new shire representative on our committee,
Cr Paula Greenway, a great advocate of
The Bus and the transport needed here in
Toodyay. Wonderful to have you also on
board Paula.
Our organisation is such a small part of
the community, but each and every member
who is on board cherishes the attempt to
keep Toodyay aware that our Cheeky Bus
has a personality of its own. Above all it is
available to each and every one who wishes
to be a part of that community.
Excitement. We will be privileged to be
involved with another wedding, this one to be
held in April – what fantastic news, and our
gorgeous bus will be adorned with glamour
to make the couple feel so very important
and help make their ‘special day’ a success.
There are many events this year. We hope
that The Bus will be part of these and bring
new people not only from Toodyay but
further afield to enjoy and be part of our
precious community.

IT HAS BEEN a bit quiet at the Showgrounds
Pavilion this month.
The heat took its toll ,and at times there was
more talking than wood turning going on.
Still there was quite a bit of turning as well
and some have started on what could be show
entries.
Others are busy turning interesting articles
for the competition held at each monthly
woodturning workshop.
Wednesday night has created some interest
and we have three potential new members
joining us and a couple of others very
interested.
The added interest and our new premises
– when we get in – are making our club look
a lot stronger which is great to see.
We have accepted a job of making a

number of rolling pins for a client in town.
Acquiring the timber and starting the
project will provide a little more money in
our coffers for our move.
One of our members also has an interesting
project under way – making a dozen pens
from oak used on the replica sailing ship,
the Duyfken.
The pens are for Duyfken board members
to present to major sponsors of the ship when
it sails to Shark Bay for the 400th anniversary
of Dutch explorer Dirk Hartog’s landing in
Western Australia.
So folks remember, we are now turning on
Sunday mornings 8-11am and Wednesday
nights 6.30-9pm.
All are welcome to come and see us in the
Showgrounds Pavilion.
Well that’s about all from the woodturners
for this month and, as RoadWise says: Don’t
drive tired.
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Probus’ next stop is organ
symphony at concert hall

Probus Club of Toodyay
Joan Bath, Vice-President
THE VERY hot Tuesday evening of February
9 found Probus members gathered for their
AGM and first general meeting of the year.
Cold water on the tables provided by the
Freemasons hotel was very welcome and
the main business of the AGM was to elect
a new committee.
Most of the previous committee continued
on for 2016, with a new face for the vicepresidency – Joan Bath.
We extend many thanks to Jenny Perkins
for all her work last year.
There has been a bit of reshuffling of duties
and extra people are going to assist with
organising activities, excursions and guest
speakers.
Well done Frank Taylor, Norm Green,
Mick Bell and Colin Rendall for stepping
up to help Jan Ackroyd.
Peter Healy continues to hold the reins as
president and John Clark is pulling on the

purse strings, while John Smart looks after
recruiting new members.
At the end of the general meeting John
Smart showed a video from the Art Centre of
the Mowanjum Community, located outside
Derby.
The video was made by the community
talking about the Wandjina spirits (cloud and
rain spirits) and explaining their paintings.
By teaching art and maintaining the rock
art, the Wandjina spirit is renewed, respect
for traditional law is refreshed and the culture
of the community is passed to the young.
The community has been able to maintain
their culture and ties with the land throughout
the many moves they have been forced to
make since the 1900s by keeping Wandjina
with them.
They have now created their own art centre,
fashioned like a cave and are sharing their
culture with other people.
Their annual Mowanjum Arts and Cultural
Festival is one of the longest-running
indigenous festivals, running since 1998.

Our next excursion is on March 10 to
the Perth Concert Hall morning concert
featuring Saint Saen’s Organ Symphony and
Paganini’s First Violin Concerto.
Well done Jan for pulling this together so
quickly.
To do our bit to make sure Toodyay and
surrounds present our very best face for the
National Tidy Towns Awards, we will be out
on Monday March 14 to clean up our bit of
Julimar Road.
We will assemble at 7am on the corner of
Coondle West and Julimar Roads and bring
your hat, sunscreen and water.
Probus meet on the second Tuesday of
the month at 7pm in the dining room of the
Freemasons Hotel.
We always have something interesting
happening, so come and join us at our next
meeting on March 8.
Anyone interested in joining Probus, please
contact our president Peter Healy on 9574
4778 or for membership ring John Smart on
9574 2339.

Accident
spurs mobile
phone black
spot petition
A KOJONUP vet is calling on Toodyay
Herald readers to join her fight for more
federal funding to cut mobile phone black
spots after her partner was tragically killed
in a motorcyle accident.
Katharine Marsh is spearheading a petition
aimed at the Federal Government to spend
more money to eliminate mobile phone black
spots and commit to a deadline to rectify
current black spots, including Toodyay.
“I am campaigning for this after my partner
Mick tragically passed away in a mobile
phone black spot which delayed emergency
help for 20-30 minutes,” Miss Marsh said.
“Mick’s accident highlighted that you
cannot dial 000 or 112 for emergency
services in a mobile phone black spot.
“I had previously taken it for granted that
this was available throughout Australia, with
or without mobile coverage.”
“Recent bushfires also highlighted the
problems of mobile phone black spots that
prevented access to emergency services.”
Miss Marsh said there were more than
6000 nominated mobile phone black spots
throughout Australia, including near capital
cities, along major highways and transport
routes and in whole towns and villages.
WA had 570 mobile phone black spots,
including in Toodyay, Goomalling and
Bolgart.
Miss Marsh said the Federal Government
has committed $160 million in Round 2 for
mobile phone black spots, expected to be
announced at the end of this year.
“After this, there are no further plans to
fund mobile phone black spots, leaving at
least 1000,” Miss Marsh said.
She aims to collect 100,000 signatures by
April 30 to send to Federal Parliament.
To download the petition visit:
• triple0foraustralia.wix.com. or
• facebook.com/triple0foraustralia/.

Bingo ‒ Syd’s back
Ida’s Hideaway
Neil Stewart
IT’S BEEN a quiet month but we survived
the hot afternoon heat.
Butterly Cottage, with its thick walls and
high ceilings, remains quite cool during the
hottest part of the day and with the aid of a
fan we manage to keep cool.
We are glad to welcome Syd and Ann back
and now appreciate the fine job that Syd
does, as caller, every Saturday afternoon.
While he’s been away we have taken turns
to call it, with a change of caller at tea time.
I found that at the end of my stint I had a
dry throat, the beginnings of a headache and
tired fingers from holding the numbers and
keeping the pesky things from jumping out
of my hands.
They usually roll into an inaccessible
corner necessitating a hands-and-knees
retrieval – not too good on the joints.
A happy Easter to everyone. Did you know:
glass takes one million years to decompose,
it never wears out and can be recycled an
infinite number of times.

TOODYAY
EMU FARM

Walk amongst “Free Range Emus”
in natural bushland
• Guided Tours
• Emu Products Shop
• Dining Area
• Tea and Coffee
• Ice Cream and Cool Drinks
• Toilets
• Ample Parking
Coach and School Groups by Appointment

Open Daily 10AM – 4PM
Phone 9574 1415
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Cyclists’ ride puts focus
on state’s youth
Along the journey, the riders stop at 19
regional high schools and engage students in
the issues of youth suicide, depression and
self-harm.

Spreading the word

A RECORD number of 146 cyclists are
gearing up to embark on a gruelling journey
from Albany to Perth for the 2016 Hawaiian
Ride for Youth.
Taking place over five days, April 5-9, the
Ride raises awareness and funds for Youth
Focus and its work in preventing youth
suicide and depression.
Since its inception in 2003, the ride has
raised over $12.5 million making it Youth
Focus’ largest fundraising event.
All funds raised go directly to Youth Focus,
helping to support the provision of free,
unlimited, expert therapeutic counselling
services to more than 2000 young people
and their families throughout WA, from
Geraldton to Albany.
Hawaiian Ride for Youth Chairman,
Bruce Fielding, said the unique community
event, which last year won the Best Charity
or Cause-Related Event at the Australian
Events Awards goes a long way to highlight
important social issues for young people.
“The ride is an excellent opportunity
for participants to keep fit and build new
friendships, while supporting a great cause
and spreading the Youth Focus message.
“The deep level of engagement from
participants and their genuine drive to
improve the lives of young West Australians
creates a wonderful event full of camaraderie,
dedication and motivation.”

“For many riders, the school visits are the
most rewarding part of the five-day event,
giving them the opportunity to spread
awareness of the services that Youth Focus
provides and share their own personal
stories,” Mr Fielding said.
A highlight of the 2016 ride is the CEO
Challenge, giving prominent West Australian
senior executives the opportunity to escape
the daily grind and experience a special part
of the incredible event.
Participants including Hawaiian CEO
Russell Gibbs and Wesfarmers CFO, Terry
Bowen, will ride the final leg of the epic ride
from Mandurah to Kings Park with the 146
Hawaiian Ride for Youth cyclists.
“It is a privilege to be the CEO Challenge
ambassador for the Hawaiian Ride for Youth
for a second year.
“Personally raising funds towards the
important work of Youth Focus and being a
part of this special team of riders is an unique
experience.”
The Ride’s impact has become so significant
over the years and riding into Kings Park to
be greeted by hundreds of family and friends,
helps all riders grow their passion for doing
all we can to help our youth.
“I encourage all CEOs to take part,” Mr
Gibbs said.
The Hawaiian Ride for Youth will
commence in Albany and divide into three
pelotons, each covering 700km to Perth
via regional towns including Katanning,
Narrogin, Walpole, Pemberton, Busselton,
Frankland River, Bridgetown, Gnowangerup and Collie before meeting in Mandurah
and riding the final leg together.
To donate, or for more information, visit
rideforyouth.com.au.
For further information, interviews and
images contact Stephanie Whife| of Detail
Marketing Communications| on 0424 241
424,| stephanie@detail.com.au.

Lions stalk another jumbo
auction record
Lions Jumbo Auction
Ian Harrower
ON SATURDAY April 2 local Lions will set
out to beat last year’s Toodyay Lions Jumbo
Auction fundraising total of $3000.
Registration forms are now available from
Toodyay IGA, Tony Maddox Real Estate,
The Freemasons Hotel and the Toodyay
Community Resource Centre.
Lions Club members and friends have spent
about six weeks preparing for this popular
annual event at the Toodyay Showgrounds
oval.
About 15 volunteers will be on roster from
Friday April 1 until Saturday, with some
staying overnight to watch over the lots.

Sellers

A MAXIMUM of 500 lots will be offered
for auction.
Lots will be accepted only on Friday April
1 from 8am.
Entry is at the Hockey Oval Gates (not the
main gate).
Lots will not be accepted for sale on the
day of the auction.
Sellers’ donation is $2 per lot plus 10 per
cent commission on any sales.

Gates open to buyers at 8am on Saturday
April 2 and the Auction starts at 9am.
Unsold lots must be removed by 5pm on
Saturday April 2.

Buyers

GATES open at 8am on Saturday April 2 for
buyers to inspect lots.
Bidders’ tickets cost $2. Auctioneering
starts 9am.

General information

FOOD and drinks by Toodyay Districts High
School P&C Association will be available for
sale at the auction.
Dogs are strictly not permitted on the Oval
during the two-day event.

Donations welcome

NOW is the time to have that clean out you
are always talking about and help support
your local Toodyay Lions at the same time.
Donations of unwanted treasures will
be warmly accepted, with Lions members
available, if needed, to collect donated items.
For further information or assistance,
please contact Toodyay Lions Coordinator
Jim Silvester 9574 4695 or 0400 993 637 or
Steele Williams 9574 2903 (leave a message
please).

Windows showcase Toodyay arts
Arts Toodyay
Clive Eger
ARTS TOODYAY has launched itself into
the new year with a vengeance.
Plans are being made and preparations
are underway for numerous activities in the
coming months.
Toodyay will be hosting the Tidy Towns
awards functions with visitors from all over
the country.
Many community groups are staging
window displays in shops in the central
business area to tell the world about their
activities and their role in the life of Toodyay.
Arts Toodyay will have a display in the
window of Amy’s Café and we are very
grateful to Kenny for hosting us and our
paraphernalia.
Our program of workshops kicks off in
April with a demonstration/workshop on
origami presented by Margot Watkins.
Later in the year we plan to have
workshops in raku pottery, linocut printing
and traditional embroidery.
Arts Toodyay will be holding our annual
exhibition in the CWA Hall at the Moondyne
Festival and we will also be represented by
our member Shelagh Garratt in the Colonial
Village where she will be offering ‘while you
wait’ portraits.
Last year Arts Toodyay members held their
inaugural ‘Art Trail’ with a dozen artists
opening their studios for the public to visit
and see them at work.
Planning for this year’s Art Trail is already
underway and it will take place on the
weekend of October 22 and 23.
Meanwhile Arts Toodyay member Ruth
Silvester will hold an open day at her place
on Whitfield Road on Saturday April 30 from
9am-2pm.
There will be all sorts of interesting craft
items on display and for sale, as well as a
very good cuppa for all those who come
along.
Despina Weston will also be holding an
open day at her studio on Stirling Terrace
(opposite the CWA Hall) on May 1, a great
opportunity to see the wonderful variety of
work that this talented artist has created.

Arts Toodyay meets on the first Tuesday of
each month at 8pm at the Old Police Station
on Duke Street.
New members are always welcomed so
feel free to drop in at a meeting or contact
the secretary on 0401 966 153.

Communities are
many-faceted
rough gems
Sense of Place
Rosemary Madacsi
HOME IS where the heart is, a place of safety
and connectedness, simple in essence except
home has different meanings for different
people.
Is it their house or farm, a testament to their
endeavours; or the district full of memories
of youth, family and history; or the peace of
nature, winding tree-shaded roads, brooks
and wildlife; or the social connectedness of
friends, activities and interest groups?
Regardless, the reasons we identify
Toodyay as home are important because it
defines our connectedness to this community.
Like a gemstone a community also has
facets and unless these are all recognised and
supported, the community will never shine
to its full potential.
When one facet of a community dominates
we are less than what we could be.
Today speed thinking is in vogue.
We quickly grasp the key words and reply
but too often without deliberation.
Perhaps, hold the opinion and consider how
the speaker may define ‘home’.
Maybe they are not radical, or speaking
from old family entitlement, or against
progress, or dogmatic or a greenie.
Maybe their sense of home is different to
yours.
We all defend ‘home’.
As a community let us show tolerance
and work towards a common ground which
supports all our homes.
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Bejoording barbies
beat the big boys
Bejoording Community News
The Badger
THE BEJOORDING Community Group has
commenced the year in fine style.
With the first four meetings under our belt
we have finalised a jam-packed calendar of
events for the coming year.
The Shed remains the focal point for local
community news and activities, and at our
first Shed night we set a full calendar of
social and community events for the year.

We kicked off with our annual hamburger
night – as always a great success, though
most of us would have had difficulty fitting
in breakfast the next morning.
I remember writing two years ago after
this event that Macca’s and Jacka’s ain’t got
nothin’ on us, and that still holds true.
There are two important dates to stick
under a fridge magnet.
Wednesday April 6 is our AGM and annual
T-Bone feast night, and Sunday May 1 is our
annual ‘Clean-Up Bejoording’ day where we
would like to see a major effort by as many
local residents as possible.
Come and help us pick up litter and rubbish
from our roadsides and enjoy a sausage sizzle
and fellowship afterwards.
Bejoording is unique within the shire – it
has all the community feel of a small town,
without actually being one.
It has beautiful vistas all year round, lots
of history and a supportive community
environment – and we want you to help us
keep it that way.
Finally, a great big thank you to all the
dedicated helpers who kept the group alive
and well throughout 2015.
Special mention goes to those members
who bring tasty snacks on regular nights, the
cooks who prepare our feast nights and the
blokes who sweat over the BBQ.
We all enjoyed the camaraderie, the tucker
and the fun.
Your monthly reminder: We meet every
Wednesday evening (except in January) at
the Bejoording Community Centre which
shares premises with the local volunteer bush
fire brigade in Bejoording Road.
Join us from 6pm and leave when it suits
you.
It’s strictly ‘come as you are’ casual, kids
are welcome and there are fun events every
month.
If you aren’t yet a member, come along
– we’d love to get to know you.
If you want to know more you can contact
president Barry Grey on 9574 2149, or call
The Badger on 0414 250 484.

You can hire the CWA Hall by calling Glenys Clabaugh on 9574 5110 or 0427 478 325.

Best home-made icecream sandwich
wows Bayswater birthday lunch
Country Women’s Association
Elizabeth Mansom
AS REPORTED last month, the CWA held
an informal get-together to plan functions
and outings for the coming year.
So now, we have something to look
forward to every month.
To add to the anticipation, a similar
meeting of neighbouring branches will be
held in York on March 9 when branches
attending will also put forward their plans
for the year.
On February 18, four of us drove to
Bayswater, Toodyay’s city sister branch, for
their birthday lunch.
All agreed the visit well worth the time
and drive and hope any future visits include
the best homemade ice-cream sandwich and
fruitcake we’ve tasted which is saying a lot
in CWA circles.
Our first meeting for the year on Thursday
February 25 will be preceded by the AGM
at which office bearers will be chosen.
We will inform you of the outcome in the
next issue.
On Thursday March 10 a training day will
be held in Toodyay by the CWA State Office.

Training days are held in different locations
every year so surrounding branch members
can easily attend and learn more about the
running of CWA, especially if they think they
might stand for an elected position, whether
at branch or state level.
Our branch will be providing morning tea
for the attending Tidy Towns’ functionaries
on March 18.
We are also planning a busy bee to ensure
our adopted spot will meet their exacting
standards.
Our month finishes with a Crafters Day,
held by Kalamunda branch on Wednesday
March 30.
We at Toodyay are planning to hold
inspirational monthly craft days this year in
an endeavour to provide items for raffles and
sale at the Christmas Street Party.
An enjoyable day goes without saying.
We meet at 1.30pm on the fourth Thursday
of the month in the CWA Hall next to the
Garden Centre in Stirling Terrace, Toodyay.
There is plenty of parking in Charcoal Lane
and disabled access is from Charcoal Lane
down the side of the hall.
Hall bookings are being taken by Glenys
Clabaugh on 9574 5110 or 0427 478 325.

Breakfast club starts the
day with a welcome
Toodyay YouthCARE Council
(School Chaplaincy)
Vivienne Freeman, Secretary
WE’RE UP and running for 2016 and our
council had its first meeting for the year on
February 10.
An afternoon tea was held to farewell and
thank Val and Bob Adair for the many years
of service they have given to YouthCARE.
We wish them well for the future.
We also need to acknowledge the
tremendous work our Chaplain Robyn
Sinclair has been putting in to encourage

local input into the school community in
terms of mums’ and dads’ breakfasts, invited
speakers for parents, musical drumbeat
program events and parenting programs.
With the help of community locals the
school breakfast club operates on Monday,
Wednesday and Friday mornings before
school starts.
This is a welcoming and non-threatening
time for the students to begin their day.
We would like to thank the following
businesses who donate to the breakfast club:
Foodbank for items such as tins of fruit,
Weetbix, spaghetti, baked beans, juice and
milk; Toodyay IGA for Milo, and Bee Happy
for their honey.
Quiz buffs, this is really advance notice so
you can sharpen your trivia knowledge – we
will be holding our annual Quiz Night on
Saturday June 25 – further details later.
We meet on the second Wednesday of each
month to discuss all aspects of Chaplaincy
and how we might best support Chaplain
Robyn Sinclair in our local Toodyay District
High School.
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Spinners knit kids into their craft circle

Our group.
Toodyay Spinners
Ange Sturman
FOR SOME time we have had a few
problems with the ceiling and doors in our
kitchen area.
The shire initially decided to rectify them
but it quickly became obvious that the
problems were much bigger than any of us
had anticipated.
The result has been a major upgrade, for
which we are immensely grateful.
We can now keep the weather on the
outside of the door and dust no longer covers
everything in the room after a windy night.
As well as the kitchen sink, not just the
ceiling but the whole back wall had to be
replaced because of unexpected inroads by
white ants.
Also we now have security lights.
Very grateful thanks are due to David
Duncan and his team of workers and to the
shire for the effort they have put in to save
the cottage from destruction.

J u d y, o u r p r e s i d e n t , b r o u g h t h e r
grandchildren on a visit one day.
So nice to see the crafts being handed down
to the younger generations.
Knitting is such a useful skill and it is good
to learn early.
Margaret, our treasurer, knitted a very nice
short-sleeved jumper in cotton.
Heather crocheted a stunning poncho and
Robyn felted a table centre using a technique
of felting around stones.
Our spinning group meets every Wednesday
from 9am to midday and every third Saturday
of the month (also from 9am to 12 noon) at
Parker’s Cottage in the showgrounds.
For further information on our group please
contact Secretary Heather Jones on 0407 287
002 or President Judy Mackie on 9574 4421.
The felting group meeting time is now the
second Monday each month from midday to
3pm also at Parker’s Cottage and the group
contact is Jenny Cornwall on 9574 5978.
New members are most welcome in both
groups and no experience is necessary.

Judy and visitors.

Treescape

Monika Zechetmayr, born in Munich Germany, where she studied and worked.
She later also studied and worked in the USA, Canada and Australia.
Growing up, she was surrounded by art. In the USA she began to paint and also
exhibited widely. When in Tasmania, she studied Arts & Design at TAFE.
A violist said "music is a merger of science and emotions"; this applies to her blends
of scientific perspective and feelings. This has led to 24 solo and 65 exhibitions.
Monika’s works today are in India, Thailand, Hong Kong, Norway, Switzerland, Spain,
Germany, Australia, the UK, USA, Philippines and Canada. She received numerous art awards.
She is looking forward showing some of her works of Western Australia at the
Northam Library in April.

ART EXHIBITION

Opens 7pm April 7, 2016
Closes April 27, 2016 at the Northam Library
13 paintings in Acrylic and Oil by
Monika Zechetmayr (Ph.D.)

Op Shop thanks everyone
THANKS to our generous donors and
customers, the Toodyay Op Shop has now
donated the grand total of $40,868 to the
following:
Toodyay RSL – ANZAC trees
Toodyay Fibre Festival
York RSL - damaged by vandals
Despina Watson - art therapy workshops
CWA - kitchen renovations
Ace Hockey Club - equipment
Toodyay Scouts - jamboree
Opal Vale Fighting Fund - hydrologist
Toodyay Agricultural Society
Toodyay Pony Club - ablution block for
new grounds
Toodyay Probus Club
Summer Roberts - cycling world time
trials
Toodyay Football Club - new bunkers
Toodyay Chamber of Commerce - street
party
Suzette Geary - hockey club equipment
Warren Condor - Bright Blue Charity Ride

Toodyay Naturalists Club - raffle prize
Toodyay Junior Football Club - Car and
Motorcycle Show
Silver Chain - Moerlina Christmas function
Youth Care Council
Shire of Toodyay - school holiday
inclusion program
Toodyay Junior Basketball Association
- uniforms
Silver Chain Group Wheatbelt Centre support
St Stephens Anglican Church - plumbing
Toodyay Herald
Toodyay Historical Society
Morangup Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Julimar Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Coondle Nunile Volunteer Bush Fire
Brigade
Toodyay Central Volunteer Bush Fire
Brigade
Bejoording Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
St John Ambulance
Toodyay District High School P & C

