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On Friday 20th November 
I represented Toodyay 
at the official opening 
ceremony for the new St. 
John of God Midland Public 

Hospital.  Built at a cost of $360 million and 
apparently within budget, the hospital will 
cater for a range of new and expanded 
clinical services. This 307-bed public facility 
co-located with a 60 bed private hospital 
marks a new era in health care for the East 
Metropolitan Region and adjacent urban 
communities including the Toodyay Shire.  
A guided tour of the facility highlighted the 
range of new and expanded services that 
will be available to the residents of the 
region. The hospital is located close to the 
Midland Train Station with a free shuttle bus 
(301) circulating every 15 minutes. Using 
the AvonLink train service to access health 
care appears to now be an option worthy of 
consideration.

Approximately 1,500 caregivers will be 
required to service patients’ needs and this 
may create a small window of opportunity for 
some of our residents to gain employment 
in Midland. 

Earlier this month I was included in a 
briefing session by representatives of the 
National Broadband Network who updated 
our Shire Planning Officers and CEO on 
NBN’s proposals for fixed wireless network 
coverage within the Shire.  Fixed wireless 
networks using 4G technology are designed 
to deliver services to a fixed number of 
premises within each coverage area and 
are supposed to be more consistent than 
mobile wireless. NBN’s anticipated network 
rollout scoping studies to enable expanded 
internet cover in our region have identified 
the need for 8 communications towers to 
be erected throughout the Shire.  Council 

approved development applications for 
4 sites in May 2014 and NBN are now 
investigating possible sites to service 
the Toodyay Townsite, Coondle West, 
Morangup and Morangup North areas.  
NBN (and partners) have committed to 
work closely with the Shire and assist with 
any enquiries and/or requests for further 
information that may assist with future 
planning assessments.

Construction is well underway with the 
entry statement being built adjacent 
to the Stirling Terrace and Hamersley 
Street Intersection. For several decades 
there have been attempts to initiate the 
placement of one or more entry statements 
in various locations beside roads leading 
into town but for reasons that persons more 
knowledgeable than I cannot explain, it has 
never happened.

Design concepts have been submitted in 
the past from local artists, both individually 
and as part of a design competition. 
Unfortunately those submissions proved 
impossible to locate.  So rather than 
procrastinate any longer a Councillor-
designed simple masonry structure using 
local “Toodyay Stone” and “Moss Rock” on 
an exposed gravel base is now being built.  
Unsurprisingly, now that construction is 
underway, many well intentioned offers of 
advice on design and construction are being 
presented to the stonemason by members 
of the public.  Perhaps a case of “too little 
too late” as the design and construction 
details are already “set in concrete”.

Work is also progressing on the Duidgee 
Park Skate Park Stage 2.  A condition of 
the tender awarded to Carving Concrete 
allowed for discussion to identify potential 
savings during construction.  Several 
local suppliers and contractors were then 
approached to see if they were interested 
in assisting in any way.    The response and 
subsequent input from them shows that 
old fashioned community generosity is still 

community directory
If you wish to be included in the Directory, 
or you (or people you know) have moved, 
changed number etc. please take a few 
moments to put your amendments in writing 
at the Shire of Toodyay Administration 
Office or email records@toodyay.wa.gov.
au. Please note submissions for the 
2016 Toodyay Community Directory are 
required by December 2015.

PUBLIC NOTICE
DUKE STREET TOILETS

Royalties for Regions are creating aged 
friendly communities in small towns. Please 
be advised the Duke Street public toilets will 
be closed from 9 November and reopened 
on 9 February 2016 for refurbishment. The 
Duke Street entry to the Charcoal Lane 
carpark will also be closed during this time.

Alternative public toilets are located at 
the Memorial Hall on Stirling Terrace. For 
further information please contact the Shire 
of Toodyay 9574 2258.

CAROLS IN THE PARK
Sunday 20 December

TOODYAY FARMERS MARKETS
Sunday 20 December

INCLUSIVE COMMUNITY PROGRAM
Monday 18 - Friday 22 January 2016

AUSTRALIA DAY
Tuesday 26 January 2016

Free BBQ breakfast served from 
7.30am - 9.00am, followed by awards 
and presentations, live music and free 
entertainment.

For further information on these events 
please contact Debra Andrijich, Events 
Coordinator on 9574 4318.

eventsChristmas Closure
Season’s Greetings! The Shire of Toodyay 
Administration Office, Depot and Library will 
be closed from 4.30pm on Wednesday 23 
December 2015 and will reopen at 8.30am 
on Monday 4 January 2016.
The Shire of Toodyay Visitor Centre will 
be closed Christmas Day, Boxing Day and 
New Year’s Day; but will otherwise remain 
open.
Councillors and Staff of the Shire of Toodyay 
wish you a Merry Christmas and all the best 
for a fantastic 2016. Thank you for all your 
support during the year.

AgeD friendly communities
The Shire of Toodyay wishes to invite 
seniors, carers and service providers to 
one of our two Aged Friendly Focus Group 
gatherings. Both sessions will be held on 
Wednesday 16 December 2015 at the 
Toodyay Community Centre.

Session One - Seniors & Carers
9.00am - 11.00am

Session Two - Service Providers
1.00pm - 3.30pm

The Shire of Toodyay in partnership with 
the State Government and Localise are 
working together to make our community 
age friendly.
We want to hear from the members of the 
community and those providing services 
to seniors, about what they think of the 
services, access, social inclusion, transport 
etc.
Refreshments will be provided. Please 
RSVP to Kristee on 9574 2133 or email 
eso@toodyay.wa.gov.au
If you are unable to attend but still wish to 
make a contribution and have your say, 
please contact Kristee. Please note all 
responses must be submited by Friday 29 
January 2016 for consideration of the Aged 
Friendly Strategy.

alive and well in Toodyay.  It is anticipated 
that there will be significant cost-savings 
from donated or heavily discounted labour, 
machinery and materials.  As the Skate 
Park Project is some way from completion, 
it would be a little premature of me at this 
time to detail the contributions (and savings) 
resulting from their generosity. 

Council’s works crew is currently working 
on a major upgrade of a 3km section 
of Dewar’s Pool Road and will then be 
moving to Church Gully Road to complete a 
further section of construction and sealing.  
Construct and seal of a 1km section of 
Harders Chitty Road will also occur early 
in the New Year to take advantage of 
hot weather conditions that optimise the 
placement of bitumen seal. 

As the fire season is well and truly with us, 
it may be timely to consider the devastation 
and loss of life caused by the recent 
Esperance bushfires as well as the recent 
fires in our neighbouring Shire of Chittering. 
The Shire Community Emergency Services 
Manager, Mr Robert Koch, accompanied 
by our Reserves Management Officer, 
Mr Greg Warburton, and several local 
volunteers attended the Esperance fires 
for several days and as a result should be 
able to give valuable feedback to our local 
emergency services. 

Our community received massive state-
wide support after the devastating 2009 
bushfires and with this in mind the Shire 
has written to the Shire of Esperance to 
offer our condolences and to determine any 
support that may be required to assist with 
their recovery efforts.  

As this is my final column for 2015, on 
behalf of Council I wish to thank all Shire 
Staff and Community Volunteers for their 
ongoing work throughout 2015, enabling 
us to live in arguably one of the best places 
in WA and I hope that all Toodyay residents 
have a happy and safe festive season.
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NEW BOOK CLUB FOR 2016!
Are you interested in joining a Book Club? 
This would be in addition to the existing 
book clubs currently operating in Toodyay. 
If so, please call in to the Library and let 
us know. This would be a small group of 
approximately 6 people, to be held monthly 
at the Toodyay Library.

REGULAR EVENTS FOR DECEMBER 2015
Baby Rhyme/Story Time

7 December
9.15am - 10.00am

Baby Rhyme / Story Time will resume after the 
Christmas Break in February 2016.

Babies & Toddlers Christmas Party
Monday 14 December

10.00am - 11.00am
Hear the Christmas Story, sing Christmas songs 
and write letters to Santa. Enjoy healthy party 
food. Please book at the front desk at library.

Morangup Library
8 & 22 December
2.30pm – 5.00pm

Many Minds Discussion
3 December - Charades

17 December - Christmas Celebrations
10.00am – 12.00pm

Creative Writing Group
9 December - Christmas Celebrations

10.00am – 12.00pm

BOOK SALE
We are planning to have a book sale of 
good condition local stock in February 2016.  
Keep a lookout for further information on 
our library facebook page at: 

www.facebook.com/ToodyayPublicLibrary
or on our noticeboard at the library.

CHRISTMAS CLOSURE
Toodyay Public Library will close at 5.00pm 
on Wednesday 23 December 2015 and 
reopening at 9.00am on Monday 4 January 
2016.

We would like to wish everyone a Merry 
Christmas and a happy and safe New Year.

Library ch@t
We have recently tweaked some of our 
displays at the Newcastle Gaol Museum.
In honour of Remembrance Day, we hung 
a net supporting about two hundred paper 
poppies above our special WW1 exhibition.  
Thanks Taia and Beth for all your help with 
this project.

Due to its popularity we are leaving this 
exhibition, titled Remembering Them, in 
place until ANZAC Day next year.  Our 
smaller associated satellite displays (in the 
library and visitors centre) have now been 
dismantled but the names of World War One 
soldiers associated with Toodyay continue 
to be updated on the Shire’s webpage:

www.toodyay.wa.gov.au/anzac.aspx
thanks to Beth’s ongoing historical research. 

A small display about our 150th 
celebrations in September has evolved in 
one of the cells.  Come and check out Roz’s 
marvellous wagga that kept Milton warm 
during his overnight cell and those ducks 
that were “bagged” by the 1860s Regiment 
soldiers.  Browse through a scrapbook of 
photos from the day and read the full mock 
trial transcript as well as Milton’s reflections 
on his experience during the re-enactment 
and those of Thomas Shaw, one of the very 
first inmates of the Newcastle Gaol. 

Our trade cell display has also been 
changed over and there are now examples 
of the blacksmith’s craftsmanship on 
show.   Our Old Newcastle Gaol Museum 
Facebook page continues to provide 
regular updates on events and activities in 
front of and behind the scenes at both of 
the Shire’s museums.  Anyone – not just 
Facebook members - can view these at the 
following link: 
www.facebook.com/OldNewcastleGaolMuseum

museum news

TOODYAY BECOMES A WATERWISE 
COUNCIL

The Shire of Toodyay is one of the 
latest local governments to become a 
Waterwise council among 29 councils 
who are now Waterwise and another 32 
working towards endorsement. The formal 
acknowledgement of the Shire’s Waterwise 
status took place at an Annual Waterwise 
Local Government Forum during National 
Water Week on Wednesday 21st October 
2015. The achievement was the result 
of a co-ordinated approach to water 
conservation and improved water use 
efficiency. 

The Shire has upgraded its irrigation 
systems to improve water use at parks, 
gardens and playing fields, trained garden 
and parks staffs in water efficiency 
irrigation, planted water wise species in 
Shire gardens, undertaken water audits 
of council run facilities and retrofitted 
waterwise appliances at the Toodyay 
Showgrounds.  The water efficiency audit 
of Toodyay Showground has allowed the 
Shire to assess its water use and make 
necessary changes to enhance water 
conservation and efficiency thus helping to 
conserve valuable scheme water.

The Shire has also developed a Waterwise 
Local Action Plan which is aimed at helping 
the Shire to measure the effectiveness 
of its water saving initiatives, tracking 
consumption patterns and identifying 
priority areas for action. This Local Action 
Plan details specific water management 
actions that the Shire of Toodyay is 
committed to implementing in order to 
achieve its objectives in relation to water 
conservation. 

The Waterwise Council program is 
run through collaboration between the 
Department of Water, Water Corporation 
and the International Council for 
Local Environmental Initiatives - Local 
Governments for Sustainability Oceania. 
The aim of this program is to build a co-
operative working relationship with local 
governments recognising their effort to 
water conservation and improved water 
use efficiency at corporate and community 
levels.

Environment Matters

Waste Collection
Avon Waste wishes to advise customers 
that all Waste Collection services will be as 
normal the during the Christmas and New 
Year break. For further information, please 
contact Avon Waste on (08) 9641 1318, 
email admin@avonwaste.com.au or view 
their website www.avonwaste.com.au

International Volunteer Day or Thank 
A Volunteer Day is an internationally 
celebrated day on 5 December, to 
acknowledge and celebrate the role 
volunteers play in the community. Toodyay 
is fortunate to have many volunteers who 
contribute tirelessly to make our community 
a better place.

To show our appreciation of our wonderful 
volunteers, the Shire of Toodyay, Toodyay 
Community Resource Centre and the 
Toodyay & Districts Bendigo Bank are 
making plans for a celebration to be held in 
the new year. Watch this space!

Thank a volunteer day

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF 
ELECTORS

Local Government Act 1995 (s.5.29)

At an Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 
24 November 2015, the Shire of Toodyay 
Council resolved to set the date for the 
Annual General Meeting of Electors to be 
held as follows:

Date:  Monday 21 December 2015
Time:  7.00pm
Venue:  Toodyay Memorial Hall
  Stirling Terrace, Toodyay

All electors, ratepayers and residents of the 
Shire of Toodyay are welcome to attend.

The order of business at this meeting will 
be as follows:

1. DECLARATION OF OPENING/
ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS

2. RECORDS OF ATTENDANCE/
APOLOGIES

3. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
4. ANNUAL REPORT 2014/2015
5. GENERAL BUSINESS
6. CLOSURE

Copies of the 2014/2015 Annual Report 
incorporating the Audited Annual Financial 
Report and the Toodyay Strategic 
Community Plan will be available at the 
meeting and beforehand as follows:

• on Council’s website at http://www.
toodyay.wa.gov.au/publications.aspx 

• from the Shire Administration Centre, 
15 Fiennes Street, Toodyay; or

• by telephoning the Shire Administration 
Centre on 9574 2258 to have a copy 
posted.

STAN SCOTT
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Toodyay Inclusive Community Program 
(TICP) has gained national recognition 
since its launch in January 2015 enjoying 
praise for fostering community participation 
in a range of activities during the school 
holiday periods, a time of known isolation 
and boredom for many local residents.

Over the past four school holiday periods 
the TICP has delivered over 4117 hours of 
inclusive sport and recreation to hundreds 
of local residents ranging from 2 to 85 years 
old. A wide range of locally based clubs and 
groups have conducted over 30 activities 
across the past four holiday periods. 
The unique part of the program, is that it 
promotes local businesses and community 
groups and in doing so, has engaged many 
people who are not connected to any clubs 
or group.  About 50% of all members were 
not part of any club or group at the time of 
registration.  Past activities have included 
historic treasures, tree planting, recycled 
art, astronomy, tennis and netball. 

The TICP Steering Group are currently 
seeking local community groups and 
organisations who are willing to donate 
two hours of their time during the January 
school holidays. The January program will 
be held from Monday 18 - Friday 22 and 
hopes to include ten inclusive activities for 
all ages and abilities.

We welcome your participation in this 
innovative and immensely popular program. 
Please contact Kristee on eso@toodyay.
wa.gov.au or 9574 2133 to discuss your 
activity idea by Friday 19 December 2015.  

Toodyay Inclusive
Community Program
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health matters

New support program for expectant parents

Bute Ute, Blue Bug set to ride again Strike balance 
in your life 
and work

Warriors Wellbeing
Terry and the team, The Regional 
Men’s Health Initiative

HOW MANY times have we heard the 
phrase ‘getting the balance right’? What 
does this mean to you? 
 If we look up the word balance in the 
dictionary (yes I still have the book version) 
we will find 18 definitions, depending of 
course on the context in which the word is 
to be used.
 The context of a work/life balance also 
depends on individual circumstances and 
attitude; whether we are single or married, 
studying, self-employed, contracting, FIFO, 
caring for someone or raising a family.
 Ask yourself “do I have my work/life in 
balance?” To assess this firstly identify the 
prominence of work in your situation. Does 
it challenge/drive you, is it enjoyment, a 
sense of satisfaction and/or purpose or is it 
just a means to an end (that is if we don’t 
work we don’t get paid, if we don’t get paid 
we can’t live the life we want or do the 
things we enjoy)? Is it a mix of both?
 The ‘life’ side of things for most of us 
is enjoying some form of interaction with 
other people. This can happen through our 
hobbies, sport, children, family, religious 
congregation, social/community groups, or 
by volunteering (ironically, work can also 
be one of these).
 The definition which (I think) is the best 
fit when considering ‘work/life balance’ is 
to have these two areas ‘well-proportioned 
and harmonious’.
 Our work/life balance can be disrupted 
when we are under pressure, feeling 
distressed or even embarrassed by an event 
and as blokes we may then disengage from 
others and try to solve problems and deal 
with stressors alone. 
 Unfortunately by doing this we remove 
ourselves from valuable support systems 
which, in turn, creates and exacerbates 
feelings of loneliness and isolation.
 Remember to maintain and re-engage with 
social opportunities as this is a significant 
part of positive mental health, coping and 
overall wellbeing.
 Something as simple as taking time out, 
communicating (remember it’s part of the 
problem solving process), having a laugh 
with others (this may expose us to different 
ways of thinking of doing things) and, even 
in busy times, scheduling time to have that 
game of bowls, timeout with the kids or 
partner, is essential.
 Having a busy life may lead us to feel 
that there is more to do than what seems 
reasonable in any given day. We all get 
equal measures of time; there are 24 hours 
in a day for everyone.
 Why then is it that for some of us 24 hours 
never seems enough, while others seem to 
have plenty of time? Perhaps we need to ask 
ourselves “is time the problem, or is it our 
ability to manage our time”?
 How much we have on our plate varies 
throughout the year, so we need to be aware 
and to continually monitor our time to 
ensure that for the majority of the year we 
have a well-proportioned and harmonious 
work/life balance.
 The Regional Men’s Health Initiative is 
delivered by Wheatbelt Men’s Health,
  Contact 9690 2277, menshealth@4blokes.
com.au or regionalmenshealth.com.au. 

Toodyay Men’s Shed
The Scribbler’s faux pas

DECEMBER is here again, and the 
Shedders are looking forward to their annual 
Christmas Party.
 It’s on again with all the usual characters 
turning up. Let’s hope a few more come to 
make the fun and frolics go long into the 
evening.
 The meal is being prepared by Di and Mrs 
R so be assured that we will eat well.
 Thermidor Phil is laying in a beer or two 
and to those who enjoy other drinks please 
bring them.
 Our October breakfast was not as well-
attended as we would have liked.
 In the new year we will be revising our 
options.
 If everyone wants the breakfasts to 
continue then we must get an agreement 
on what is wanted or not wanted with an 
attendance to make them viable. 
 With a bit of discussion we should be 
right.
 A long and busy October has lead us to a 
busy start in November with the Toodyay 
Motor Show. The lads happily parked cars 
and directed vehicles to their show places. 
But motorcyclists – direct them? It would 
be easier herding chooks.
 It’s strange that no  two bikies want to park 

in the same place. I wonder if it is all about 
who has the best bike.
 Oh yes, I have to own up to a bit of a blue. 
In a mad rush to draw up parking signs it 
was pointed out by many that parking is not 
spelt ‘paring. Wasn’t my fault, I was rushed, 
so say I.
I don’t know how the blokes do it but they 
do. Bush telegraph. 
 Thursday along comes Jeff as usual 
with food for morning tea, including a 
cream cake, Double G’s wife turns up with 
sausage rolls, The Crow comes with his egg 
sandwiches, and out of the blue we get a roll 
up of 24 blokes. Cheeky sods.
 With great patience our resident Indian 
has been repairing his Buggered Blue 
Bug. Ready to go, it died, even with a new 
distributor. Patient Indian checks and a short 
circuit is found. The Blue Bug is no longer 
buggered, it’s a goer. Good one Indian.
 We have again placed ourselves out there 
with a gazebo at the Toodyay Farmers 
Market. A hot day but at least we started at 
8am. Many of the items were handmade and 
made from recycled materials so the Fellas 
are doing well.
 I wandered away to help with the mini 
choo-choos and when I returned, asked 
have we sold anything? Lordy, just about 
everything had gone, thanks to the generous 
souls of Toodyay. 

 Thank you all for supporting what the lads 
do.
 Our next adventure is a visit from the 
Wundowie Men’s Shed. They are coming 
for morning tea, must have heard how well 
we get it. It’s great to have another shed 
visit. We get the chance to exchange ideas, 
have a great chat and laugh a lot. I believe 
they will be visiting the Freemasons for 
lunch, but that is just a rumour.
 Damn. The Bute Ute which has carried 
many loads for the shed has died. A radiator, 
a battery and now a new head gasket kit.
 The shed has worked her too hard. With 
the assistance and knowledge of our Satanic 
Mechanic, who only made one devilish 
mistake by pronouncing that the diesel 
started easily, when it is in fact a petrol 
engine, and the steadying influence of the 
Boss the Bute Ute is now, like Lazarus, 
arisen and running again.
 Well new year is nearly upon us again and 
the shed will be closing from December 12 
until the 2016 on a date to be advised. So 
over the Christmas, New Year break please 
look after yourselves and be ready jump into 
a busy year again with the Toodyay Men’s 
Shed.
 That’s your lot folks, as ever should you 
feel like visiting the shed for a chat and a 
cuppa just give Fred a ring on 9574 5795 
and come on down.

New program for expectant parents 
arrives in the Wheatbelt

EXPECTANT parents in the Wheatbelt now 
have access to a free program to help ease 
the transition into parenthood.
 Towards Parenthood has been developed 
by The Parent-Infant Research Institute 
(PIRI) to prepare soon-to-be mothers 
and fathers for the emotional, social and 
psychological changes that may arise as 
they become parents.

 Sarah Dixon, local Towards Parenthood 
coach, said that this program is unique.
 “The focus is not on the physical aspects 
of the pregnancy, delivery and postpartum 
but rather more broadly on assisting 
parents to manage the complex demands 
of parenthood.”
 The program has been brought to the 
Wheatbelt through a successful joint 
funding application by the Wheatbelt 
Mental Health Service, SIHI Maternal 
Health Project and Wheatbelt Population 

Health as part of the Wheatbelt Perinatal 
Project.
 Towards Parenthood consists of a self-
directed workbook, supported by optional 
weekly contact by trained coaches.

Topics
TOWARDS motherhood;  Towards 
fatherhood; We’re expecting!; Preparing 
for parenthood; Caring for yourself is caring 
for your baby; From lovers to parents; 
Managing relationship changes; Keeping 
some balance in your life; Healthy thinking; 

Health self; Caring for your newborn baby 
and, Welcome to The Club.
 The program has been assessed through 
randomised control trials.
 “Results show a decrease in depression, 
anxiety and stress associated with 
parenthood, and an improvement in recovery 
from postnatal depression”, said Sarah.
 All expectant parents in the Wheatbelt are 
eligible to take part. For more information, 
or to receive your free workbook, contact 
Sarah Dixon on 9690 1320 or sarah.dixon@
health.wa.gov.au.

Wheatbelt Clinical 
Psychology

•	 Psychological	health	problems	and	
disorders

•	 Work	and	business	issues
•	 	Workers’	compensation

•	 Behavioural	health
•	 Legal	reports

Toodyay    Bindoon   Wongan Hills

Richard Taylor
Clinical Psychologist

Foundation	Member Australian College of 
Specialist Psychologists

Foundation	Member	Australian	Clinical         
Psychology Association

Medicare	provider/private	health	funds

0427 447 190
(business	hours)

Grebe chicks enjoy a parent piggyback

Bird of the Month
Desraé Clarke

THE rattling vibrating call of the Australasian 
Grebe, the most vocal of the grebes, betrays 
its nest area among water plants.

 Both sexes give a fast loud, high and 
metallic ‘chittering’ with each burst of 
sound lasting three to five seconds.
 It is 25 to 27cm in length and, although 
the sexes are similar, the male is larger and 
has a longer bill.
 The Australasian Grebe is found 
throughout Australia in sheltered fresh 
water areas of lakes, swamps and small farm 
dams containing aquatic vegetation.
 Breeding is from September to January in 
the south of the continent and there may be 
several broods in a season.
 The nest is a small pile of aquatic 
vegetation, anchored by water plants or a 
partly submerged branch, where a clutch of 
four to six bluish or creamy eggs are laid 
and incubated by both parents over 21 days.
 Whenever the incubating bird leaves 
the nest the eggs are covered with green 
vegetation which increasingly stains the 
eggs to a dark brown.
 The young swim soon after hatching but 
are often carried on the back beneath the 
wings of the parent.
 The colouring of the breeding male is 
quite distinctive with a glossy black head 
and a patch of chestnut extending from the 

eye backwards to the side of the head and 
neck. There is an oval patch of pale-yellow 
bare skin at gape, the eye is orange-yellow 
and the bill is black with a white tip.
 The upper parts of the body are sooty with 
breast and flanks dappled grey-brown and 
the belly is silky white. The non-breeding 
male and the female have a dull black head 
and a white throat and side of the face.
 Feeding is at dawn and dusk with deep 
dives and surface chases to catch small 
fish, pond snails, assorted water insects and 
crustaceans.
 Although clumsy on land, the Austral-
asian Grebe is a superb swimmer as its legs 
are set far back and the toes have wide, flat 
lobes.
 The Australasian Grebe is known to eat 
its own feathers to feed to its young; this is 
an inexplicable practice of the species.
 Sarah Dudley 0428 129 477 or 9574 2118 
offers assistance and advice for any injured, 
orphaned or sick animal including reptiles.
 Wildlife Helpline 9474 9055 is a 24/7 
volunteer service or contact a Toodyay 
Naturalists’ Club member on 6364 3609, 
desraec@westnet.com.au.
(Illustration by Desraé Clarke.)

mailto:menshealth@4blokes.com.au
mailto:menshealth@4blokes.com.au
http://www.regionalmenshealth.com.au
mailto:sarah.dixon@health.wa.gov.au
mailto:sarah.dixon@health.wa.gov.au
mailto:desraec@westnet.com.au
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environmental matters

Toodyay Friends of the River
Robyn Taylor, President

FOR A LONG time we had been planning to 
have an excursion to the Yenyening Lakes and 
November seemed a good time to do this in 
the hope of beating the summer heat.
 So much for forward planning – Sunday 
November 15 turned out to be a scorcher.
 The day began with an overview by member 
Dr Guy Boggs of the River Conservation 
Society’s projects along the Shire of York 
section of the Avon River.
 Guy then took us to the beautiful freshwater 
pool at Gwambygine and the beginning of the 
Avon Ascent.
 For those not in the know, the Avon 
Ascent was a tourist drive that was launched 
in 1992 as a joint initiative of the Avon 
River Management Authority, the Shires of 
York and Beverley, the WA Department of 
Agriculture and Alcoa.

River friends inspect landcare sites

Avon and Hills Mining Awareness 
Group Inc.
Brian Dale

AHMAG has been very busy.
 First it was the Gidgie show where near-

Anti-mine Group digs in a for marathon fight

perfect weather drew thousands of visitors, of 
whom many stopped by to sign our petitions 
opposing open-cut bauxite mining 10 minutes 
from town.
 Gidgegannup Agricultural Society once 
again staged an outstanding event and we 
thank show organisers and all our supporters 

for registering their opposition to mining in 
our area.
 We had a box seat at the main entrance so 
show-goers could easily register their support 
or learn – many for the first time – that mining 
is on the agenda for Perth Hills and the Avon 
Valley. 
 Although many visitors were already aware 
that the proposed Felicitas and Fortuna mines 
would cover 62sq/km from Wooroloo (Bailup 
Road) to Wundowie through the heart of 
Morangup all the way to the Avon river, 
they didn’t know that there are now pending 
exploration tenements in the Morangup 
Timber Reserve, part of the Avon Valley 
National Park and Moondyne Nature Reserve.
 Supporters were surprised to learn that the 
majority stakeholder in the Felicitas resource, 
the People’s Republic of China (PROC), 
looks set to own 100 per cent of both the 
Felicitas and Fortuna resources and all the 
jointly owned tenements in the surrounding 
areas, including the pending tenements just 
mentioned.

 Many visitors were also alarmed to learn 
that some 11.5 million tonnes of bauxite will 
be mined each year and pass through a huge 
crushing plant near the Avon Valley National 
Park before being loaded onto trains at the 
Avon River and sent to port – destination 
China.

Facebook milestone
WE RECENTLY celebrated 1000 unpaid 
Facebook ‘likes’ and thank each and every 
one of you who has ‘liked’ and shared our 
page with others.
 By ‘liking’ our page and sharing posts 
with your family and friends you have 
enabled us to get much-needed awareness 
out to a broader audience about outrageous 
proposals for open-cut mining in Morangup 
(Toodyay Shire), Wooroloo (Mundaring) and 
Wundowie (Northam).

4300 sign second petition
WHAT a great turnout for our petition 
presentation. (See stories page 1 and 9.)
 AHMAG would like to thank Shadow 
Environment Minister Chris Tallentire for 
accepting the petition and for his concern and 
support in his later address to the Legislative 
Assembly.
 We also thank Labor federal candidate  Bill 
Leadbetter for attending  and showing support 
for what is shaping up to be an election issue.
 With thousands of concerned people signing 
petitions, it will become impossible for all 
sides of politics to ignore.
 A massive thank you to our supporters who 
took time out of their busy schedules to attend 
the presentation and to the many thousands 
who signed up to oppose local bauxite mining.
 Thanks also to Clair Medhurst from R4RM 
(who fought BAJV/BRL in Bindoon) for 
attending and Vince and John from Yarloop’s 
CAPS group for giving up their time to travel 
to Perth to support us.

What’s next?
WITH THE prospect of proposed mines 
becoming 100 per cent owned by China, 
community opposition is now more important 
than ever.
 Australian environment regulatory bodies 
are required to consider impacts on local 
communities, and more local opposition will 
give would-be miners an extremely tough 
time in seeking to get their proposals through.
 AHMAG does not care what the Chinese 
decide to call themselves when BAJV is 
terminated and the shire-owned building 
adjoining the Toodyay and Districts Bendigo 
Community Bank in Stirling Terrace is 
rebadged.
 We will never stop fighting to protect 
productive farmland, bush, remnant 
vegetation, flora, fauna our lifestyle and the 
good name of Toodyay.
 AHMAG knows this is a marathon battle 
and not a sprint, but with your ongoing help 
and support we can and will win.
 Please continue to like and share our 
Facebook page, facebook.com/avonhills, 
where you can read the latest without being 
on Facebook.
 “Together we will be heard.”

 The aim of the drive was to demonstrate 
the importance of landcare to city dwellers 
through a self-guided tour.
 Importantly, both the sites at Gwambygine 
had a reprieve from the 1950s to 1970s River 
Training Scheme that extended 164km from 
Brookton to Toodyay.
 The training involved bulldozers ripping a 
channel through the river to prevent recurrent 
flooding.
 One consequence of this was the removal 
of tea-tree and other flora that captured silt 
moving downstream.
 This led to the eventual silting up of the 
permanent deep pools that were such a boon 
for the locals on hot summer days. How 
often do we hear about how it used to be: 
swimming, boating and fishing – if only.
 The areas mentioned demonstrate the 
meandering beauty of the Avon as it used to 
be. The Yenyening Lakes are a chain of salt 
lakes feeding into the south branch of the 
Avon River.
 They are the ancient drainage lines that 
ultimately become the Avon, which in turn 
becomes the Swan River.
 Water can drain into the lakes from as far 
east as Coolgardie.
 The excursion then continued to the 

Qualandary Crossing, a set of gates situated 
at the bottom of the Yenyening Lakes.
 The gates hold back hyper-saline water until 
the south branch of the Avon has a significant 
water flow.
 The gates are then opened by the authorities 
to allow the waters to mix, enabling a better 
environmental outcome.
 The thorny Caltrop is popping its ugly head 
up again around Toodyay. 
 The bane of tender dog paws and our rubber-
soled boots.
 It would be much appreciated if people 
could safely dispose of this weed when they 
come across it.
 Take a recycled plastic bag while out 
walking and take care of your fingers as the 
thorns are diabolical.
 We are celebrating the end of the year 
with breakfast in Duidgee Park on Sunday  
December 6 from 8am.
 Be self-sufficient and bring everything you 
need including a chair.
 If there is time we will hold a planning 
meeting afterwards to draft out a program for 
2016.
 Enquiries about Toodyay Friends of the 
River can be made by phoning Greg 
9574 5445 or Robyn 9574 2578.

The area below the gate at Qualandary Crossing. (Photo by Desraé Clarke.)

Brian and Di Dale mind the fort at the Gidgegannup Show.
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Toodyay Friends of the River
Robyn Taylor, President

FOR A LONG time we had been planning to 
have an excursion to the Yenyening Lakes and 
November seemed a good time to do this in 
the hope of beating the summer heat.
 So much for forward planning – Sunday 
November 15 turned out to be a scorcher.
 The day began with an overview by member 
Dr Guy Boggs of the River Conservation 
Society’s projects along the Shire of York 
section of the Avon River.
 Guy then took us to the beautiful freshwater 
pool at Gwambygine and the beginning of the 
Avon Ascent.
 For those not in the know, the Avon 
Ascent was a tourist drive that was launched 
in 1992 as a joint initiative of the Avon 
River Management Authority, the Shires of 
York and Beverley, the WA Department of 
Agriculture and Alcoa.

Avon catchment extends to Coolgardie

Avon and Hills Mining Awareness 
Group Inc.
Brian Dale

AHMAG has been very busy.
 First it was the Gidgie show where near-

Anti-mining group digs in for marathon fight

perfect weather drew thousands of visitors, of 
whom many stopped by to sign our petitions 
opposing open-cut bauxite mining 10 minutes 
from town.
 Gidgegannup Agricultural Society once 
again staged an outstanding event and we 
thank show organisers and all our supporters 

for registering their opposition to mining in 
our area.
 We had a box seat at the main entrance so 
show-goers could easily register their support 
or learn – many for the first time – that mining 
is on the agenda for Perth Hills and the Avon 
Valley. 
 Although many visitors were already aware 
that the proposed Felicitas and Fortuna mines 
would cover 62sq/km from Wooroloo (Bailup 
Road) to Wundowie through the heart of 
Morangup all the way to the Avon river, 
they didn’t know that there are now pending 
exploration tenements in the Morangup 
Timber Reserve, part of the Avon Valley 
National Park and Moondyne Nature Reserve.
 Supporters were surprised to learn that the 
majority stakeholder in the Felicitas resource, 
the People’s Republic of China (PROC), 
looks set to own 100 per cent of both the 
Felicitas and Fortuna resources and all the 
jointly owned tenements in the surrounding 
areas, including the pending tenements just 
mentioned.

 Many visitors were also alarmed to learn 
that some 11.5 million tonnes of bauxite will 
be mined each year and pass through a huge 
crushing plant near the Avon Valley National 
Park before being loaded onto trains at the 
Avon River and sent to port – destination 
China.

Facebook milestone
WE RECENTLY celebrated 1000 unpaid 
Facebook ‘likes’ and thank each and every 
one of you who has ‘liked’ and shared our 
page with others.
 By ‘liking’ our page and sharing posts 
with your family and friends you have 
enabled us to get much-needed awareness 
out to a broader audience about outrageous 
proposals for open-cut mining in Morangup 
(Toodyay Shire), Wooroloo (Mundaring) and 
Wundowie (Northam).

4300 sign second petition
WHAT a great turnout for our petition 
presentation. (See stories page 1 and 9.)
 AHMAG would like to thank Shadow 
Environment Minister Chris Tallentire for 
accepting the petition and for his concern and 
support in his later address to the Legislative 
Assembly.
 We also thank Labor federal candidate  Bill 
Leadbetter for attending  and showing support 
for what is shaping up to be an election issue.
 With thousands of concerned people signing 
petitions, it will become impossible for all 
sides of politics to ignore.
 A massive thank you to our supporters who 
took time out of their busy schedules to attend 
the presentation and to the many thousands 
who signed up to oppose local bauxite mining.
 Thanks also to Clair Medhurst from R4RM 
(who fought BAJV/BRL in Bindoon) for 
attending and Vince and John from Yarloop’s 
CAPS group for giving up their time to travel 
to Perth to support us.

What’s next?
WITH THE prospect of proposed mines 
becoming 100 per cent owned by China, 
community opposition is now more important 
than ever.
 Australian environment regulatory bodies 
are required to consider impacts on local 
communities, and more local opposition will 
give would-be miners an extremely tough 
time in seeking to get their proposals through.
 AHMAG does not care what the Chinese 
decide to call themselves when BAJV is 
terminated and the shire-owned building 
adjoining the Toodyay and Districts Bendigo 
Community Bank in Stirling Terrace is 
rebadged.
 We will never stop fighting to protect 
productive farmland, bush, remnant 
vegetation, flora, fauna our lifestyle and the 
good name of Toodyay.
 AHMAG knows this is a marathon battle 
and not a sprint, but with your ongoing help 
and support we can and will win.
 Please continue to like and share our 
Facebook page, facebook.com/avonhills, 
where you can read the latest without being 
on Facebook.
 “Together we will be heard.”

 The aim of the drive was to demonstrate 
the importance of landcare to city dwellers 
through a self-guided tour.
 Importantly, both the sites at Gwambygine 
had a reprieve from the 1950s to 1970s River 
Training Scheme that extended 164km from 
Brookton to Toodyay.
 The training involved bulldozers ripping a 
channel through the river to prevent recurrent 
flooding.
 One consequence of this was the removal 
of tea-tree and other flora that captured silt 
moving downstream.
 This led to the eventual silting up of the 
permanent deep pools that were such a boon 
for the locals on hot summer days. How 
often do we hear about how it used to be: 
swimming, boating and fishing – if only.
 The areas mentioned demonstrate the 
meandering beauty of the Avon as it used to 
be. The Yenyening Lakes are a chain of salt 
lakes feeding into the south branch of the 
Avon River.
 They are the ancient drainage lines that 
ultimately become the Avon, which in turn 
becomes the Swan River.
 Water can drain into the lakes from as far 
east as Coolgardie.
 The excursion then continued to the 

Qualandary Crossing, a set of gates situated 
at the bottom of the Yenyening Lakes.
 The gates hold back hyper-saline water until 
the south branch of the Avon has a significant 
water flow.
 The gates are then opened by the authorities 
to allow the waters to mix, enabling a better 
environmental outcome.
 The thorny Caltrop is popping its ugly head 
up again around Toodyay. 
 The bane of tender dog paws and our rubber-
soled boots.
 It would be much appreciated if people 
could safely dispose of this weed when they 
come across it.
 Take a recycled plastic bag while out 
walking and take care of your fingers as the 
thorns are diabolical.
 We are celebrating the end of the year 
with breakfast in Duidgee Park on Sunday  
December 6 from 8am.
 Be self-sufficient and bring everything you 
need including a chair.
 If there is time we will hold a planning 
meeting afterwards to draft out a program for 
2016.
 Enquiries about Toodyay Friends of the 
River can be made by phoning Greg on 
9574 5445 or Robyn on 9574 2578.

The area below the gate at Qualandary Crossing (Photo: Desraé Clarke).

Brian and Di Dale mind the fort at the Gidgegannup Show.
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Python Watch
Desraé Clarke

The Dugite
WITH the rains arriving later this year 
grasses are very high making an ideal haven 
for reptiles.

Summer the season for snakes in the grass
 In our shire we have the Dugite and the 
Gwardar which are both venomous.
 Pythons will also be making an appearance 
but there are significant differences between 
the genera.
 Venomous snakes have a wriggling 
movement whereas the Python glides, these 
distinct movements can be observed when 
they move across a road. The python will also 
‘freeze’ whereas the venomous snake will 
streak away in rapid wriggling movements. 
The Carpet and Stimson’s Pythons found 
in the Toodyay Shire, have a distinctive 
narrowing between the head and the body to 
form a ‘neck’  whereas the venomous snake’s 
head is the same width as the body as shown 
in the photo of the Dugite courtesy of the 
publication Reptiles and Frogs of the Perth 
Region.
 The Legless Lizard can also be mistaken 
for a small snake but it has an extremely 
long, slender tail, a blunt snout and a tiny ear 

hole may be visible; it does not have a forked 
tongue whereas a snake has a very short tail 
and a forked tongue. The Dugite can grow to 
a length of two metres.
 Ground colours range from greyish and 
reddish brown, pale to dark brown, pale to 
dark olive, green to black, or it may be spotted 
or blotched with darker colours with the belly 
any of the above colourations.
 As its main diet is the house mouse it 
is found in developed areas, poultry-food 
storage sites, aviaries, fowl yards and stables.
 It forages at night during the warmer 
weather and also feeds on birds, lizards, 
geckos and other snakes. The female lays 
between 10 and 30 eggs over the summer 
months with hatchlings appearing from 
February to May. The young must be treated 
with caution as they have already developed 
a supply of venom.
 Dogs and cats are prone to snake bite 
because of their inquisitive natures. Keep 

areas around the house and sheds free of long 
grass, car bodies, piles of wood, sheets of 
roofing, etc.; animal food and milk are also 
enjoyed by mice – and snakes.
 Symptoms of snakebite in dogs and cats 
are slow to become obvious so if a Dugite is 
found in the vicinity of your pet take your pet, 
as soon as possible, to be thoroughly checked 
by the local veterinary surgeon.
 When exercising a dog keep it on a leash 
and don’t allow your dog to run in the sand 
dunes at the beach is a haven for Dugites.
 For reptile relocation contact (between 8am 
and 5pm) part-time shire ranger Ian Whyborn 
0427 388 535 or Lex Bekovs, 0405 331 510 
(Lex has a $40 charge) or John Hansen 0409 
880 909 (available on weekends only).
 The Toodyay Naturalists’ Club has a 
sightings section at toodyaynats.org.au.
 Photographs are always welcome for 
identification. Please contact desraec@
westnet.com.au or telephone 6364 3609.

Toodyay Naturalists’ Club
Brian Foley

LAST MONTH we held our Christmas 
gathering at Don and Eva’s home. It was 
wonderful weather and we gathered outside 
and a lively discussion ensued. Thanks to Don 
and Eva for the use of their house.
 A few of us attended the recent Threatened 
Species seminar in Geraldton which was 
attended by hundreds of interested people 
and Canberra-based commissioner Greg 
Andrews.
 The topic was how Australia will combat 
the extinction of our native species.
 The Commissioner has the responsibility of 
ensuring that we do not lose any more species.
 More than 80 per cent of our mammals and 
90 per cent of  trees and shrubs occur nowhere 
else on earth. In just over 200 years, more than 
130 known species have become extinct.

 We have more endemic mammals and 
reptiles than any other country in the world 
and more unique plants than most places.
 Australia is a unique place to live, which we 
sometimes take for granted. By supporting the 
Toodyay Naturalists’ Club you can take an 
active part in saving our threatened species.
 Our mammal extinctions are, to date 29, 
against the total world extinctions of 23. Of 
our extinctions, cats have accounted for 28.
 Targets for Australia have been set so that 
by 2020, there will be 10 feral-free fenced 
areas, feral cats eradicated from five islands,  
12 million hectares of feral-cat management, 
and two million cats will be culled.
 The club has decided to buy three cat/fox 
traps for local residents to use.
 These should be available in a few weeks. 
If you need these, any club member can be 
contacted. There will be special conditions for 
their use, along with the handling of the feral 
animal according to shire requirements.

 For 2015 year we had a wide range of 
speakers and excursions, all of which proved 
to be successful and well attended. Thanks to 
all the speakers and excursion leaders.
 Our 2016 planning meeting will be on 
December 11. If you are a club member or a 
person just interested in nature we would like 
to hear from you.
 If you have an idea for an excursion or wish 
to hear from an expert on any nature-based 
subject, we will find this person and invite 
them to talk at one of our monthly meetings. 
The 2016 program will be onlin soon.
 To all members of the Toodyay Naturalists 
Club, my best wishes for the Christmas and 
New Year period, stay safe and we will meet 
in 2016.
 For more information please ring club 
president Brian, 9574 5448. Injured animals 
Wildcare Helpline 24 hours, all native animals 
9474 9055. For relocation of reptiles contact 
Gary Smith 9574 2636 or 0424 195 852.

Naturalists’ Club set to catch feral cats
Family law

DeFacto Relationships
* Separation 
* Child Support/Maintenance
* Divorce
* Property Settlement
* Contact/Residence - Children
* Restraining Orders
* Prenuptial Agreements - Binding 
 Financial Agreements
* Legal Aid Accepted
Discounted rate for initial 1 hour 
consultation.
Now seeing clients at:
Sarah Somers
Barrister & Solicitor
85 Fitzgerald Street, Northam 
(offices of Mayberry Hammond)
Telephone: 9622 9687
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Entry Statement at last
Toodyay Tidy Towns
Beth Frayne, Toodyay Tidy Towns 
Committee

THE COMMITTEE is looking forward to 
another successful year and hopes everyone 
enjoys the Christmas holiday season and a 
good start to the coming year.
 Thank you to all our Tidy Towners who 
have made our town and district such a great 
place in which to live and work.

New entry statement arising
THE NEW entry statement is being 
constructed near the ‘new’ information 
bay site on Stirling Terrace.
 Chair Greg is very pleased as an ‘entry 
statement’ was one of the items mentioned 
at the committee’s very first meeting in July 
2012.
 More street trees have been planted by the 
shire team so our main street is looking very 
‘green’.

Stage 2 Skate Park
 Our young people will be watching the 
emergence of Skate Park Stage Two with 
much anticipation.

Community clean-up
CONGRATULATIONS to Shelley and her 
Northam-Toodyay Road Sub-Committee 
for the successful joint bank/shires/Tidy 
Towns community clean-up event, based 
at Katrine Reserve on November 1 see 
Shelley’s article on page 10.
 The event received good press coverage 
in the Northam newspapers, so the Adopt-
a-Spot message is spreading.
 Congratulations also to our school 
for having registered with the Water 
Corporation as a Waterwise School.
 More teachers have joined Bev Ellis 
and Darryl Orr to progress the school’s 
environmental programs.
 Congratulations also to shire ranger 
Debbie Papps on being runner-up in the 
WA Ranger of the Year Awards. Greg did 
the nomination on behalf of the committee.
 Our Rangers enforce the Litter Act and 
other laws that uphold our Tidy Towns 
ethos.

New Adopt-a-Spot groups
CONGRATULATIONS to three new 
groups: Dumbarton/Glencoe Residents, 
the Probus Club (adopting 5kms of Julimar 
Road) and the Majestic Heights Residents 
group (mentioned last month).
 Majestic Heights has had its second clean-
up already, and Probus will start its first 
clean-up on December 1.
 New portable lightweight signage 
organised by the committee and the shire 
helped alert road users about the litter 
pickup along the Northam-Toodyay Road 
recently.
 They are also available from the shire for 
Adopt-a-Spot groups and individual litter 
champions for their pickups.

National Tidy Towns judging
THE STATE winners have been announced, 
so we can expect delegates from Orange 
(NSW), Mt Liebig (NT); Mundulla (SA), 
Triabunna (TAS), Horsham (VIC), Roma 
(QLD) and Albany (WA) to visit Toodyay 
next March 17-18.
 Triabunna has been in contact, seeking 
handy tips for their national judging and 
looking forward to coming to Toodyay next 
March.
 WA Tidy Towns’ winner Albany was the 
first to receive a visit from national judge 
Jill Grant in late November.
National award planning
OUR SPECIAL recycled show bags are 
being charmingly created by several 
community handcraft groups for delegates.
 The committee has recommended a 
fantastic and varied ‘program’ to help 
the KAB National Office and the shire to 
showcase Toodyay.
 Venues may include the Gaol Museum, 
Council Chambers, Memorial Hall, Duidgee 
Park, CWA Hall and the Bilya Track.
 Community groups will be asked to create 
displays around the town.
 Toodyay Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry is also planning a community event 
for that weekend.

Red Hill Community Liaison
COMMITTEE MEMBERS attended the 

year’s last meeting at the Red Hill Facility 
so we are keeping in touch with ‘on the 
hill’ issues.

Kalgoorlie-Boulder a winner
CONGRATULATIONS to the City of 
Kalgoorlie-Boulder for winning the 
Heritage and Culture Award at the Australian 
Sustainable Cities Awards in Brisbane on 
November 13.
 They were also highly commended in the 
Environmental Sustainability category.The 
City of Frankston, Victoria, was declared 
overall winner.
 For further information on TTT: please 
contact Greg at the shire on 9574 2258 or 
Beth on 9574 5971

Right: Toodyay’s Entry Statement being 
construction on Stirling Terrace.
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‘trades and services’ advertising is available in colour for our valued customers
single advertisements $25 - double advertisements $50

if you require alterations to an existing advertisement this month, please email us at advertising@toodyayherald.com.au

CONCRETE CRYSTALS

CONCRETE

CONCRETE

DOG BOARDING KENNELS  DOG GROOMING EARTHMOVING

EARTHMOVING

DRIVING SCHOOL

ELECTRICIAN

  
 Bob 0409 300 673

3 Settlers Ridge, Toodyay, 6566
email rhaynes4@optusnet.com.au

Toodyay
Building &

Maintenance
Services

Ron Jones
PO Box 164
Toodyay WA 
Phone/Fax
9574 2087

BUILDERS      OWNER BUILDERS      HOME RENOVATORS

we supply...
Plasterboard & Accessories

Fibrous Cement Sheeting and Insulation
Plasterboard Installation 

Fix, Flush, Cornice & Sand

BUILDING SERVICES CHIMNEY SWEEP

GB’s PC’s
FOR MOBILE COMPUTER

REPAIRS AND UPGRADES

For virus and spyware removal, 
hardware repair, system upgrades 

and quotes on new PC’s

Call Glen or Vicki on 9572 9170
or 0409 904 994

email gbpc@iinet.net.au

 

LIZARD
LANDSCAPE

Nathan 0427 988 428

toodyay boarding Kennels

Large kennels
Walks for your dog
2 meals per day

 Reasonable rates
tel: 9574 4030
email: jellya123@gmail.com

•	All	Grooming	Services
•	Flexible	Hours
•	Safe	Secure	Home	
Environment
•	Pick	up	&	Drop	
off	for	Seniors

•	Dog	Minding	Available

Liz	Davies	0438	951	108
TOODYAY

All dogs treated humanely with patience and care

COMPUTERS

Avon 
Driving School

For Driving Lessons
Phone Toni Sclater

0400 744 958 or 9622 2020

6 Days A WeekL P

Vernice Pty Ltd
Earthmoving Contractors

Professional Construction of:
Sand Pads, Site Leveling,

Bitumen Work, Driveways,
Dam Sinking and

Major Subdivisional Work
Complete Range Of Equipment

Enquire all hours
Office 9574 2304 Fax 9574 2635

Workshop 9574 2030
Mobile 0429 040 362

Email: vernice@vianet.net.au

TORBEN POULSEN
0421 593 358  Fax 9572 9166

torben@hotspotelectrical.com.au

EC: 8888

FOR ALL YOUR DOMESTIC AND RURAL INSTALLATIONS AND MAINTENANCE

CEILINGS

BUILDING

I & R REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE
BUILDING & PROPERTY SERVICES

All types of Building repairs
• Carpentry
• Glass repairs
• Screen doors and flyscreen repairs
• Water collection repairs (gutters, down pipes etc)
• Asbestos removal (Lic No. WARL01)
• Roof repairs (inc harness points)
• Yard and property clean ups

“All areas”
Contact Ross for all repairs

Office 9574 4019 or 0418 941 680 mobile
Email: irrepairsmaintenance@iinet.net.au

ABN 38433894229
Your local repairer for 10 years
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This Christmas pud OK in 
small doses for diabetics

FOR SALE
CASH paid for aluminium cans, steel, brass, 
copper, old car bodies, etc. Lot 10 Tannin 
Place, Industrial Extracts, Northam Road. 
Ph 9574 2987 or 0438 412 324

2007 16ft Jayco Destiny pop top caravan 
in very good condition (as new). New tyres 
one owner Two berth single beds.  Aircon, 
roll out awning and annex plus extras – pots 
and pans, bedding and towing equip. 
$16500 ONO call  9574 5586 mob 
0437371831.

60cm TV/DVD Combo as new $200 ono
phone 9574 2938

HOUSE HOLIDAY RENTALS

JURIEN BAY 4 x 2, sleeps 9, air con, 5 
minute walk to beach. 0418 919 020

MOORE RIVER: Small two bedroom house. 
Very clean, fully self-contained including 
satellite TV, DVD, reverse cycle air con, 
BBQ. Ideal family getaway. Accommodates 
six. Available long weekends, Easter, school 
hols, Christmas.  Fair rates. For further 
details email holidayhouse@ctemail.net.
au or phone 0457 327 871.

LEEMAN: Reverse cycle air conditioning, 
two bathrooms, accommodates nine people, 
BBQ, microwave, TV/DVD, 100m from 
beach. Ph Brian or Jeannette for information 
on 9574 5087 or 0427 446 439

PERSONAL
GENT, 62 non/smoker, non/drinker, loves 
outdoors, music, gardening, travel Australia.  
Like to meet Lady 58-62 for friendship. 
Northam. 9622 7470.

SITUATIONS VACANT
Cleaners required for Toodyay area, am 
work, phone John 0439 947 331.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given to all members 
of the Toodyay Agricultural Society Inc. 
that the Annual General Meeting for 2016 
will be held on Monday 9 February 2016 
Commencing at 7.30pm in the Youth Hall, 
at the Toodyay Show Grounds.

SPECIAL MEETINGS
A Special General Meeting of the Toodyay 
Herald will be held on December 15th at 
7pm at the Freemasons Hotel Toodyay.

GENERAL
Notice of intended application for 
incorporation of Probus Club of Toodyay 
Inc. For adult persons who have retired or 
semi retired, to provide regular opportunities 
through social interaction and activities, to 
expand interests and to enjoy the fellowship 
of new friends.

public 
notices

classifieds

WINDSCREENS

Scrumptious Tucker
Desraé Clarke

THOSE folk diagnosed with diabetes can 
enjoy a small portion of this pudding together 
with custard made with Hilo milk.
 The ingredients make a pudding of 
approximately one kilogram in weight.
Ingredients:
Pudding cloth of fine calico 60cms square, 
washed and hemmed
1 cup plain flour
1 cup wholemeal plain flour
¼ cup castor sugar
¼ cup orange juice
¾ cup raisins
¾ cup currents

Bush Poets & Yarnspinners WA
Bill Gordon

AT THIS year’s Bush Poets & Yarnspinners 
Championships the poets tackled the 
contentious subject of speed and ‘Slow 
Down, Enjoy the Ride’ was the message.
 This event received funding from 
Community Road Safety Grants and the 
winning piece was called Road Rage 
by President Bill Gordon. The Toodyay 
RoadWise Committee, however, selected  
one that gives a solution to the perennial 
problem of being stuck behind a slowcoach 
– Slow Down, Enjoy The Ride.
 Relax, don’t stress, life is too short to take 
unnecessary risks, being five minutes late 
won’t kill you but, a truck coming the other 
way might.
 And while we’re at it, did you know there 
are some serious penalties for overtaking 
inappropriately?

• Failing to overtake at a safe distance is 4 
demerit points and a $400 fine.

• Overtaking at a railway, pedestrian, or 
children’s crossing is 4 demerit points 
and a $400 fine.

• Overtaking on continuous white line is 3 
demerit points and a $200 fine.

• Exceeding the speed limit when 
overtaking is 2 demerit points and a 
$200 fine.

• These penalties may vary depending on 
the speed.

As Bill puts it in the poem below, without the 
rhyme, allow extra time and enjoy the ride.
 Please note: Toodyay RoadWise Committee 
has changed meeting times to the first 
Wednesday of the month at 10am, at the 
Toodyay Bakery.

Slow down, enjoy the ride
The road from Perth to Toodyay is a steady 
winding track
Ideal for a Sunday outing, a nice drive there 
and back
But Toodyay’s where the poets are, we don’t 
have time to spare,
It’s getting close to starting time, it’s time 
that we were there.
And we’re stuck behind some fossils doing 
eighty kliks, no more.
Can’t they get a move on, now we’ll be late 
for sure.
At last a straight comes into view, here’s my 
chance to overtake,
But now here comes a Kenworth, blocks my 
chance to make a break.
To let him know we are behind I give the 
horn a blast,
Then he sits across the centre line, no way 
I can get past.
He’s slowed down now to sixty, the view he 
must admire
While I’m stuck here behind him with blood 
pressure getting higher
The stupid sod’s deaf as a post, I doubt that 
he can see,
Blind Freddy would move over to clear a 
path for me.
Next time I drive to Toodyay, will you come 
as my guide?
We’ll leave an extra hour before. Slow down, 
enjoy the ride.

Obituary – Len Bickley (1946-2015)
Justin Fraser

I WANTED to write a few words in memory 
of my dad Len Bickley (Lenny to his 
Toodyay mates), who sadly passed away 
peacefully in this sleep in October.
 From talking to his close friends and 
discovering old documents and photos, we 
found some great history about his past that 
we hadn’t known.
 Len always played down his early career as 
an international dancer and choreographer.
 He was born in Northam in 1946 the 
youngest of three children and a few years 
later moved with his family to settle in 
Fremantle.
 It was clear at an early age that he had 
a natural ability and passion for dancing, 
which he shared with his sister Shirley.
 Shirley Bickley went on to run a successful 
ballroom dancing school in Fremantle where 
until recently she  served as a judge for 
several international dance contests.
 Shirley was also a long-serving Fremantle 
city councillor.
 At age 19, Len decided to sail from 
Fremantle to work professionally as a dancer 
in Britain where he was able to secure work 
quickly.
 Over the next 20 years he progressed his 
career from dancer to choreographer.
 In the early 1970s Len performed as a 
dancer for two seasons of the Tom Jones 
Show, Kraft Music Hall for NBC New York, 
and TV specials featuring Burt Bacharach, 
Liza Minnelli, Helen Reddy, Bette Midler, 
Cliff Richard, Janis Joplin, Ella Fitzgerald 
and Lena Horne.
 He was also an assistant choreographer 
for The Boyfriend starring Twiggy, Victor 
Victoria with Julie Andrews and  also worked 

Len Bickley on Connie Steven’s US Tour.

with with Danny Kaye in Peter Pan.
 Theatre credits included two London 
Palladium revues with Cliff Richard and Cilla 
Black and two royal command performances 
with stars Sammy Davis Jnr, Petula Clark 
and Larry Hagman.
 Len was also assistant choreographer for 
Connie Stevens’ US tour, Liza Minnelli’s 
Liza with a Z tour, Walter Painter on the 
Sylvie Varton Show at the Palais des Congres 
Theatre in Paris, Jumpers at the Aldwych 
Theatre and choreographer for Wonderful 
Town starring Maureen Lipman at the 
Queens Theatre.
 Len decided in the the late 1980s to return 
to Australia and continued for several years 
as a choreographer and director in theatre and 
TV before deciding to start a new career.
 He gained a social sciences degree at 
Edith Cowan University and obtained other 
specialist qualifications to become a social 
worker.
 Len spent the remainder of his working life 
running rehabilitation programs for alcohol 
and drug addiction, and helping former 
convicted criminals return to society.
 He had a full life and, as he said to me a 
few months before he passed away, that he 
was happy he returned to Australia to live 
in Toodyay, near where his life began in 
Northam.
 Len is survived by his son Justin who lives 
in the UK and best friends and long-time 
Toodyay residents Colin and Pamela Fisher.

A well-choreographed life

Len Bickley on Tom Jones show (1970s).

Poets sharpen 
their pens on 

road rage

¾ cup sultanas
1½ teaspoons mixed spice
2 teaspoons bicarbonate of soda
(dissolved in ½ cup cold water)
1 rounded tablespoon margarine 
(dissolved in 1 cup boiling water)
¼ cup chopped nuts of choice
Extra plain flour for the cloth
Vanilla custard to serve
Method:
Mix all the ingredients thoroughly, cover and 
leave overnight. The mixture will be very 
moist at this point.
Next morning moisten the calico pudding 
cloth with boiling water, allow it to cool, then 
sprinkle liberally with the extra plain flour.
 Pour the mixture, which will now be 
considerably stiffer, into the centre of the 
cloth and pull all the edges together and tie 
firmly with a good length of string.
 Have a large pot ready with boiling water. 
(I use a soup pot with handles on either side.)
 Suspend the pudding in the pot tying the 
strings to each handle to hold the pudding 
in the water but not allowing it to touch the 
base of the pot.
 Maintain the simmering water, half way up 
the pudding, for the cooking time of 2 hours.
 Serve with vanilla custard.
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TOODYAY RAINFALL
Recordings are taken at The Toodyay Club on behalf of Bureau of Meteorology (in mm)

YEAR JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC TOTAL
 2006 119.5 16.6 3.0 21.2 19.0 29.8 54.8 88.8 73.2 15.6 13.8 9.4 464.7 
 2007 16.4 26.6 10.2 34.0 58.2 43.2 121.0 74.0 70.4 39.2 0.0 57.6 550.8
 2008 0.0 10.8 9.8 76.8 38.2 62.8 146.2 8.4 50.6 43.0 31.0 3.4 481.0
 2009 8.0 8.0 9.0 32.6 39.2 83.6 115.0 76.2 56.2 17.2 30.2 2.6 478.2
 2010    (No recordings taken)   69.4 36.2 12.0 3.4 7.2 21.4 
 2011 24.2 15.4 14.2 10.4 36.6 52.6 92.0 70.2 65.0 57.4 18.8 29.2 486.0
 2012 0.0 42.3 0.0 11.8 23.6 106.2 13.8 51.9 59.7 3.6 52.1 29.0 394.0
 2013 30.4 0.0 66.7 10.4 79.4 11.2 70.4 90.9 100.3 19.4 2.0 3.4 484.5
 2014 0.0 2.0 3.8 62.9 71.8 58.2 103.7 38.4 41.6 53.2 21.4 - 457.0
 2015 0.5 31.3 30.9 31.4 32.4 25.8 99.2 62.8 14.4 25.7 21.9  390.7
AVERAGE ALL YEARS: (RECORDING COMMENCED IN TOODYAY 1/1/1877)
  10.8 12.7 19.5 25.8 66.7 98.1 101.7 79.6 48.1 31.4 15.1 9.4 520.1

AAFC 708 SQUADRON 
Australian Air Force Cadets 12½ - 17yrs, male 
and female. Building J1, Northam Army Camp 
Grt Eastern Hwy.  Friday 6:30-9:30pm during 
school term. 708squ@cadetnet.gov.au

AFRICAN DRUMMING
Thursdays (adults) 6-7.30pm at The Factory 
Baptist Church. All instruments provided. 
Inquiries: Heather 9574 5463

AGLOW GIDGEANNUP
Christian Fellowship. Meets 1st Thursdays 
10am at Rec hall, Percy Cullen Oval 
Gidgeannup Lyn 9574 6450

ARTS TOODYAY INC
Meets 1st Tuesday 8pm, The Old Police Station, 
Duke St Sth. Wendy 9574 4172 

AUSTRALIAN BREASTFEEDING 
ASSOCIATION
Breastfeeding info and company of mums. 2nd 
and 4th Tuesdays, Salvation Army Support 
Centre, 3 Elizabeth Pl Northam 10am-12. 3rd 
Tuesday Toodyay Playgroup 12-2pm. Louise 
9574 0229

AUTUMN CLUB
Wednesday 1- 4pm Toodyay Sports Pavilion  
Glenyce Bosnjak 9574 4587

AVONGROVE TAI CHI
Classes at CWA Hall Mondays 7-8pm, 
Thursday mornings 9-10am and Saturdays 
9-10am.  Peter Millar 0408 364 917

AVON VALLEY ADULT RIDING CLUB
Meets 4th Saturday (Feb - Nov) at Northam.
Tina 0499 030 177

AVON VALLEY ENVIRONMENTAL SOC.
3rd Friday monthly noon. Mia Davies Office, 
171-175 Frizgerald St Northam. 9574 5947

AVON VALLEY SHOTOKAN KARATE 
CLUB
Toodyay Wednesday and Friday at Youth Hall; 
Helen Bainbridge 9574 1357.

AVON VALLEY VINTAGE VEHICLE 
ASSOCIATION 
3rd Thursday 8pm at the old engineers quarters 
next to Northam Railway Museum Fitzgerald 
Street Northam Ph 9622 1192 

AVON WOODTURNERS GROUP
Meet every Sunday and Wednesday 9am-12, 
Wool Pavilion Toodyay Sports Ground 

BUTTERLY COTTAGES 
1st Monday of 2nd month. Call 9574 2698.

BEJOORDING VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE 
BRIGADE
Meet at Bejoording Fire Shed, 3rd Tuesday 6pm

CATHOLIC CHURCH
St. John the Baptist, Toodyay Mass times: 
Saturday Vigil 5pm and weekday Mass 
Wednesdays 5pm, Friars’ Daily Community 
Mass Mon-Sat 7.30am and Sunday 8am.

CHILD HEALTH IMMUNISATION 
CLINIC
Next immunisation clinic Sheree 9574 4577 for 
details and appointment.

COONDLE NUNILE VOLUNTEER BUSH 
FIRE BRIGADE
Meets 2nd Saturday October to April, June and 
August, 5pm Coondle Fire Shed.

COUNTRY WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION
General mtg - 4th Thursday 1.30pm CWA Hall 
bookings and inquiries Glenys 9574 5110

CUBS, JOEYS  & SCOUTS                    
(during school term) Youth Hall, Showgrounds, 
Cubs & Joeys 4.00pm - 5.30pm Scouts, 
Thursday 6pm - 8.00pm 9574 2363

EARTH SOLUTIONS - AVON VALLEY
3rd Tuesday 6pm at PB Kirby Centre, cnr 
Gordon & Wellington Sts, Northam. Caroline 
Barr 9622 8043 or Belle Moore 9622 5203

FAITH CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
Meet Sundays 9.30am Cnr Grey & Wellington 
Sts, Northam 9622 1324 or fcfnortham@
westnet.com.au

FIRST STEPS PLAYGROUP INC - 
TOODYAY MONTESSORI
Wednesday 9:30-11:30am Playgroup Room 
Community Resource Centre  enqueries Lauren 
0418 913 070 or Email toodyaymontessori@
hotmail.com

FITNESS AND FUN FOR THE OVER 55s
Wednesday 9am, Sports Pavillion.

IDA’S HIDEAWAY
Saturdays 1-4pm Butterly House Ida Edwards 
9574 2858

JULIMAR VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE 
BRIGADE
Meets 3rd Saturday 6.30pm Julimar Fire Shed 
Training Sunday following meeting 10am 
Julimar Fire Shed.

MOERLINA
Senior day care. Every Tuesday and Thursday 
Toodyay Sports Pavilion Senior day care

MORANGUP PLAYGROUP
Morangup Community Hall, Lot 3 Wallaby 
Way, Morangup. Every Wednesday 9.30 to 
11.30am. Emma Whately 9572 9376, Julie 
Slater 9572 9914 or Chere Rothwell 9572 9298

MORANGUP VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE 
BRIGADE
Meets 3rd Saturday 5.30pm at 3 Wallaby Way, 
Morangup. Kim Maddrell, secretarymvbfb@
gmail.com. Jeff Venn, captainmvbfb@gmail.
com. 

NATURAL HEALTH TALKS
Tues 5.30pm at The Hidden Gem 111(C) Stirling 
Tce Toodyay 0414 603 350 to book

PROBUS CLUB TOODYAY
Meets 2nd Tuesday of month at 7pm, 
Freemasons Hotel, Peter Healy 9574 4778 or 
Jenny Hildred 9574 5780

RAG BAGS QUILTING GROUP
1st and 3rd Wednesdays St Stephens Hall 10am 
9574 4303

RSL TOODYAY SUB -BRANCH
1st Saturday February, April, May, July, 
September (AGM) & November 2pm at 
Bowling Club. Max Howard 9574 2102 

SHIRE TOODYAY COUNCIL MEETING
Meetings in Council Chambers 4th Tuesday of 
month 4pm, December is 3rd Tuesday 4pm

SIMPLY MUSIC
Piano lessons call Jan 0416 054 942.

SOCIAL TENNIS
Tuesday 8.30am ladies and senior men
TOODYAY BALLET SCHOOL
Classes at 507 Julimar Rd. girls and boys 4yrs 
up 9574 4459 Saturdays 9am-3pm 
TOODYAY BOWLING CLUB
Saturday 1.30, Thursday 12.30 at Toodyay 
Club, Oddfellow St.  Lorraine 0419363936

TOODYAY CENTRAL VOLUNTEER 
BUSH FIRE BRIGADE
4th Tuesday 7.30pm at Toodyay Fire and 
Emergency Services Centre. Training 3rd 
Sunday

TOODYAY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
& INDUSTRY INC
2nd Monday of month at Freemasons Hotel 
7.15pm. Charles Chitty 0427 980 335 or email 
2jchamber@gmail.com 

TOODYAY/CLACKLINE KARATE CLUB
Wednesday 3.30-4pm Friday 3.30-4pm Youth 
Hall

TOODYAY COMMUNITY RADIO 105.3fm
Meets 1st Tuesday 7-ish 9574 4554 for this 
month’s venue. 

THE TOODYAY COMMUNITY SINGERS
CWA Hall, Stirling Tce at 7pm Thursday nights. 
Margaret O’Sullivan 9574 2183 

TOODYAY  COMMUNITY SAFETY and 
CRIME PREVENTION ASSOCIATION
Paul Sutton and Wayne Clarke 6364 3609.
TOODYAY DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL 
P&C
Every 3rd Wednesday School Library 7pm

TOODYAY DISTRICTS HORSE & PONY 
CLUB
1st Sunday Feb-Nov Northam Equestrian 
Centre Tanzi 0427 859 493

TOODYAY FARMERS MARKET
3rd Sunday of month, contact Karla 
0421 288 805 -toodyayfarmersmarket.org.au

TOODYAY FRIENDS OF THE RIVER
Meets 3rd Sunday at Duidgee Park, 8am 
October to April and 9am May to September. 
Sarah Dudley 0428 129 477, Greg Warburton 
0429 009 425 or Desraé Clarke 6364 3609

TOODYAY GARDEN CLUB (Inc) 
1st Thursday 10am Peggy 9574 4534 for next 
venue. 

TOODYAY GOLF CLUB 
Men play Sundays, scroungers Thursday Bruce 
9574 5243. Ladies Mondays 8.30am Roma 
9574 5534. 

TOODYAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Meets 3rd Wednesday 7pm Donegan’s Cottage. 
Robyn Taylor 9574 2578 Desraé Clarke 6364 
3609 Beth Frayne 9574 5971.

TOODYAY IRISH DANCING (Inc)
Fridays 3.30-7pm Anglican Church Hall - 
Alison 0409 295 369

TOODYAY KINDERGYM
Kindergym Fridays Toodyay Sports Pavilion 
Claire Moore 9574 4529

TOODYAY LIONS CLUB
1st and 3rd Tuesdays Hotel Freemasons

TOODYAY MASONIC LODGE
3rd Friday Masonic Hall Fiennes St 7.30pm

TOODYAY MEN’S SHED (Inc)
Monday and Thursday 8.30am – 12 at 6176 
Toodyay Road. Fred 9574 5795

TOODYAY MINIATURE RAILWAY (Inc)
1st and 3rd Sundays commencing Easter 
Sunday.  Inquiries 9574 4462

TOODYAY MOONDYNE FESTIVAL
moondynecommittee@gmail.com

TOODYAY MUSIC CLUB INC
2nd Saturday 1pm CWA Hall, Joe  
0400 862 694

TOODYAY NATURALISTS’ CLUB
Meets 3rd Saturday 0419 933 721,  
6364 3609 or email info@toodyaynats.org.au.

TOODYAY PLAYGROUP
Tuesdays and Thursdays 9.30-11.30am 
Playgroup Hall Community Centre. Gina Large 
0432 607 267 or 9574 4607

TOODYAY RED CROSS
2nd Monday February, May, August & 
November Anglican Hall 1.30pm

TOODYAY ROADWISE COMMITTEE
1st Wednesday of month. Upstairs Toodyay 
Bakery 10am.Max Heath 9574 2069

TOODYAY SPINNERS
Wednesdays and 3rd Saturdays 9am, Parkers 
Cottage, Showgrounds 2nd Monday at noon. 
Judy Mackie 9574 4421 Heather Jones 9628 
7002.
TOODYAY SWIMMING POOL ACTION 
COMM Bethan Lloyd on 9574 5882 for details.

TOODYAY TENNIS CLUB
Tuesday 8.30am Friday 7pm and Saturday 2pm 
Therese Chitty 9574 4274.

TOODYAY THEATRE GROUP
For details David Mitchell 0400 283 425.

TOODYAY TOY LIBRARY
Tuesday 9.30-11.30am Toodyay Community 
Centre. Moni Thornton 0437 655 901 

TOODYAY VOLUNTEER FIRE AND 
RESCUE 1st Monday Fire Station 7.30pm

UNITING CHURCH 
10am St Stephen’s Church, Toodyay

YOGA
Friday 9am, Monday 6pm Toodyay Community 
Resource Centre 9574 4184

Are your details correct?  To update please email: news@
toodyayherald.com.au or call 9574 2106
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TOODYAY AUTO CENTRE
Call 13 11 11

FREE UNDER 
BONNET CHECKS

EXHAUSTS FOR ALL 
MAKES AND MODELS

FREE TYRE FITTING

See Russell, Brenton or Brook
MOBILE 0418 949 898

BATTERIES FREE 
DELIVERY 5km RADIUS

FROM TOWN

YOUR   1   STOP SHOP
LOG BOOK servicing
TYRES 4 x 4 - passenger - trailer - Motorcycle
BATTERIES large range
AUTO GAS conversions and repairs
IMMOBILISERS installation
FUEL SYSTEMS servicing
ELECTRICAL starters, alternators
AUTO PARTS full range of Ryco filters
HONEST ADVICE
27 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Email tjauto@bigpond.com

Registered repairer
MRB 513

All Mechanical Repairs - New and Old
Plus Log Book Servicing

ROADSIDE
ASSISTANCE 

CONTRACTOR

Avon Valley Supplier of

PHONE 9574 2335
TIRES

9 6 7

5 7 3 2

3 9 5

8 7

3

1 6 7

4 8 2

3 6 1 4

9 1

6

7 1

9 3 1 4 7

6 3 8

2 7 5

7 3 9

4 8 2

2 9 4

8 3
Crosscode
Crosscode is a logic puzzle. Each letter is a number. Begin by guessing 
the first word and placing the additional letters into the crosscode. Keep 
guessing words/letters until you have completed the crosscode.

Sudoku
Every number from 1 to 9 must appear in each of the 
nine columns, nine rows, and the nine 3x3 boxes.

Brain teasers solutions on page 31
Hard

Easy
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sport and leisure

Avon Valley Shotokan Karate Club
Nyaree Lawler

ONLY three bronze medals were awarded 
to Australia in the USKU International 
tournament in Japan and they all went to 
members of our club.
 Russell Johnson, Jacob Blankendaal and 
Alecia McNeill all came third in their kata. 
Momo Kington-Walberg and George Burton 
faced a larger field but they both won a 
couple of rounds.
 When asked to jot down some highlights of 
the trip to Japan, Alicia said she enjoyed her 
four-day stay with a Japanese family where 
she attended very long days at school. She 
found the Japanese people to be very helpful 
and the kids at the school were excited to 
have the Aussies there.
 Alicia was chosen to say an oath at the 
opening ceremony of the USKU international 
tournament. Jacob found everything was 
very different and also thought the Japanese 
people were very kind. 
 The family that he and Alicia stayed with 
took them to tourist attractions such as 
temples and a huge suspension bridge that 
was 140m long and very high.
 Momo thought the trip was a life-changing 
experience, loved the delicious food and also 
thought the people were kind and helpful.
 The tournament was challenging for 
Momo, especially the kumite as the Japanese 
participants were so fast, but he has used the 
experience to become faster and stronger in 
his karate.
 Japan’s mountains, covered in thick jungle, 
took Momo by surprise.
 George enjoyed going to school in Japan, 
even though they start at 8am and don’t get 
home until about 8pm and, they do that six 
days a week. Toodyay Irish Dancers

Alison Johnson

IT HAS BEEN a relaxed time for the dancers 
and parents in Term 4.
 With our next event being the end of year 
concert being held on Saturday December 
5, the dancers have been consolidating their 
skills and preparing for the coming concert.
 All the dancers and parents are very happy 
for 13-year-old dancer Chloe Buckingham 
who competed in the National Irish Dancing 
Championships in Sydney in October.
 Chloe had a difficult year preparing but 
with the support of her family, teachers and 
her local town of York she made it to the 
nationals to compete with the aspiration to 
reach the third round.
 All dancers complete two rounds then the 
scores are added up. Dancers in the top 50 per 
cent are called back to do their third round 
and receive a placing.
 Chloe danced her best in the first two 
rounds and looked stunning in her new 
costume.
 There is always silence in the hall filled 
with hundreds when the recalled numbers 
are announced and Chloe was fortunate to 
receive a recall to the third round.
 With a total of 96 competitors in the 
section Chloe came in at 46th place which 
was fantastic for her very first national 
championship.
 The parents were busy in the month of 
November holding a fundraising stall at the 
Toodyay IGA on the 20th and 21st.
 We were fortunate enough to receive 
generous donations from the following local 
businesses. IGA, Toodyay Bakery, Christmas 
360, In Balance Fitness Northam and Makit 
Hardware.
 Shirley Todd was also kind enough to 
donate some lovely golly dolls for the raffle 
so thank you kindly to all those who made 
our fundraiser possible.
 On Friday December 4 the dancers and 
parents are having a games day which will 
involve obstacle courses, games and a parent 
and child dance.

Concert and games help wind up 
2015 for the Irish dancing club

Chloe Buckingham at the National 
Championships.

 Everyone is looking forward to both this 
event and also the concert on the December 
6 to finish off the year.

Karate kids take medals in 
international tournamentToodyay Bowling Club 

Maureen Adams

THE 2J PASTORAL singles 100-up was held 
in late October, and was won by Roma Heath.
  Thank you to Barry and Jacquie Bond for 
sponsoring the day.
 Pennant results: On November 4 Toodyay 
played against Northam Red, Toodyay had 
a good result with 3 ½ to Northam ½.
 Our results against Bolgart the following 
week weren’t so good with Bolgart gaining 
all 4 points.
 Toodyay had a good win on November 17 
gaining the 4 points against York Gold.
 On Wednesday 18 the Toodyay Ladies 
Championship Pairs were held and the 
competition was won by Marilyn Smith and 
Margaret Scahill. Runners up were Sadie 
Gilpin and Lorraine Musielak.
 Congratulations to these ladies.
 York Gala day was held on November 19 
and a Toodyay team took the winning prize.
 Congratulations Lorraine Musielak, Helen 
Spry, Renarta Grey and Sheila from York.
Mens Pennant Results. October 24 
Division 1, Northam (6) v Toodyay (2), 
Division 2, Toodyay (1 ½) v Dowerin (6 
½).  October 31 Division 1, York (7) v 
Toodyay (1) Division 2, Toodyay (7) v 
Goomalling (1).
 November 7 Division 1, Toodyay (6) v 
Dowerin (2), Division 2, Northam (6) v 
Toodyay (2).
 November 14 Division 1, Meckering (0) v 
Toodyay (8), Division 2, Toodyay (7) v
Beverley (1).
 November 21 Division 1, Goomalling (1 
½) v Toodyay (6 ½) Division 2, York (1 ½) 
v Toodyay (6 ½).
 The Toodyay and Districts Bendigo 
Community Bank Open Men’s 4s will be 
held on Sunday December 6.
 Anyone interested in bowling can contact 
Peter Healy 9574 4778 or Renarta Gray 9625 
1176.

Bowlers set to 
end the year

 Our club also managed to arrange a training 
session with Andre Bertel, which George 
thought was awesome.
 He also liked seeing the different katas 
and doing the big training session with other 
countries including Malaysia, Sri Lanka, 
South Africa, India and New Zealand.

 George said people in Japan were very 
helpful and would even stop their cars to 
help you find something.
 All the students appreciate this great 
opportunity which Senseis Ken and Helen 
organised and the rest of us can’t wait for 
our turn on the next trip in two years’ time.
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ACROSS
1 Records historical

events 
6 Seaside
7 Thin board
8 Trespass

11 Part of a circle
12 Hawaiian garland
13 Sweets
15 Similar
16 Prickly shrub
18 Optical instruments

DOWN
1 Pool stick 
2 Happen again
3 Affect
4 Ancestry
5 Lawyer
6 Sparkling
9 Petty

10 Disrobe
14 Fragment
17 Donkey

TWOSPEED CROSSWORD 11 X 11 Release No. 3798 TWO880
Grid 8

Combo Crossword No. 3798
Solution next issue

Cryptic Clues No. 3798

Combo Solution No. 3798

1 2 3 4 5

6 7

8 9 10 11

12 13 14

15 16 17

18

C H R O N I C L E S
U E M I O

B E A C H P A N E L
R U R E I
I N T R U D E A R C
L R N S G I
L E I D E S S E R T
I V R C O
A L I K E B R I A R
N A S A S
T E L E S C O P E S

Note to Editor:
Created in QUARK XPRESS Vers. 4.03 
Items not needed for publication can be
erased as each is in a separate text box.

Created:  Reg Walker/Alex Findlay
Creator Crossword No.1884
Qxpress:  Chris
Checked: Rosemary

W A R N I N G !
Note to Editor:
Solution to this puzzle
should not appear on the
same page

ACROSS
1 Accounts for regis-

ters of events
6 Maybe achievable in

the water’s edge
7 A quiz team of jurors
8 Feint rudeness a lit-

tle and butt in
11 In search of anything

bow-shaped
12 Sounds like a gener-

al wreath of flowers
13 Utterly abandon the

final course
15 The same identical

uniform
16 Rise early in the bar,

for white heath
18 Makes shorter spy-

glasses

DOWN
1 Signal a long tapered

snooker shaft
2 Some more curiosi-

ties may come up
again

3 Urge to force into
public service

4 A wrinkle from time
for direct descent

5 Accost, or become
an attorney

6 Exceptionally clever
when resplendent

9 A renowned pursuit
is of little importance

10 Strip off clothing after
mid-June

14 Get rid of a small
piece

17 Brasseries conceal a
fool

ACROSS
1 Chronicles
6 Beach
7 Panel
8 Intrude

11 Arc
12 Lei
13 Dessert
15 Alike
16 Briar
18 Telescopes

DOWN
1 Cue
2 Recur
3 Impress
4 Lineage
5 Solicitor
6 Brilliant
9 Trivial

10 Undress
14 Scrap 
17 Ass

Combo Solution No. 3798

Auspac Media
The Features People

PO Box 8271
Bundall  Qld
Australia  4217

Email:
auspac@auspacmedia.com.au
Visit our site:
www.auspacmedia.com.au 

Telephone: (07) 5553 3200
Toll Free:    1 800 652 284
Fax: (07) 5553 3201

R H Y M E S T E A K

A O L B H T

O B E Y B O U Q U E T

B O O Z M R S

J I G S A W Z E B R A H

T S L C O

E S S A Y O F F S T E W

C O E

P I C K A X E E D G E S

O O I A X

P M U D D Y S E L E C T

S P R E P E U

A V E R A G E V A S T

N S H C E E

G Y P S Y T I R E D

6 1 5 8 9 7 2 3 4

7 8 4 6 2 3 1 5 9

9 3 2 1 4 5 6 7 8

5 2 6 3 8 9 7 4 1

4 9 1 2 7 6 3 8 5

8 7 3 4 5 1 9 6 2

3 4 7 9 1 8 5 2 6

2 6 9 5 3 4 8 1 7

1 5 8 7 6 2 4 9 3

Hard Easy

4 1 9 6 5 2 7 8 3

5 6 7 9 8 3 4 2 1

3 8 2 4 1 7 6 9 5

6 5 8 7 3 9 1 4 2

1 7 4 5 2 8 3 6 9

2 9 3 1 4 6 8 5 7

9 4 1 8 7 5 2 3 6

8 3 5 2 6 1 9 7 4

7 2 6 3 9 4 5 1 8

Puzzle Solutions
WE SPECIALISE IN:
•	 Sewer	and	storm	water	drainage
•	 Sand	&	gravel	supply
•	 Mains	water,	gas	and	power
•	 Trench	excavation
•		Rock	pitching
•		Rock	breaking
•	 Filling	and	levelling
•	 House	pads
•	 Septic	tank	&	leach	drain	Installation
&	 ALL	SITE	WORK	NEEDS

CIVIL

PLEASE CONTACT:
JACK	WOOD
Phone:	0400	263	864															
Email:	jack.wood@hotmail.com

Phone Patrick

9574 4402

PE & SM FERGUSON AND SONS

BULLDOZING CONTRACTOR
Owner Operator

* Dam Construction
 * Fence Lines
  * Contour Banks
   * Ripping

Crossword Crosscode

The Toodyay Garden Club
Wendy Leweer

OUR LAST garden visit for the year took us 
to a stunning property in Stoneville where the 
owner, Robyn Longley, gave us a brief history 
of the property.
 She explained that 40 years ago, she and 
her husband John acquired 25 acres of land 
and built their beautiful home mainly from 
demolished and recycled materials which also 
helped towards the design and establishment 
of the gardens.
 As the property is not on scheme water, it 
relies solely on rainwater and water from two 
bores so trial-and-error over the years has 
resulted in successful, thriving gardens with 
beautiful trees. 
 The maples, acers and robinias provide shade 
for a variety of plants. A profusion of roses as 
well as jasmine and other climbers scramble 
over the water tanks and arbours.
 We found so many unusual and interesting 
objects – walls of local stone and fences made 

Rambling garden rises 
from recycled rubble

Toodyay Tennis Club
Susan Griffiths

THE TOODYAY Tennis Club has run Corporate 
Tennis for the second year in a row and this 
year eight teams competed for prizes and the 
enjoyment.
 Results will be published in the February 
article as the last game on November 25 was 
played after the deadline for the paper.
 The Hot Shots program was a success with 
12 participants learning the skills required to 
assist coaching children under 10 years, under 
the tuition of our own Therese Chitty.
 Therese and Cameron Fenner run all of the 
programs for coaching the little ones, juniors 
and senior juniors in Toodyay.
 Coaching is available for all players. If you 
would like more information call Therese on 
9574 4274.
 Tuesday November 17 was an extremely 
windy and gusty day ahead of an approaching 
storm.

Hot Shots serves up 
future tennis tutors

from branches of old trees. 
 Near the house, garden beds and ponds are 
reached by amazing paved areas created from 
recycled bricks.
 Quirky and clever metal and timber garden 
ornaments made by John were discovered 
everywhere, as well as separate vegetable 
gardens and fruit trees.
 We sampled some of the mulberries and also 
discovered wicking beds and blueberries grown 
in large pots. 
 The chickens even had their own little tunnel 
from their yard, allowing them to forage under 
the fruit trees nearby.
 Robyn generously shared some of her plants 
while explaining that the recent fires that 
ravished the area came within 300 metres of 
this property.
 Mary, our president, presented Robyn with 
a gift to thank her for allowing us to visit and 
admire her fascinating gardens.  
 The raffle of a gift voucher from our local 
garden centre was won by Noel Wilkins.
 We look forward to many exciting garden 
visits next year.

 Numbers were excellent and the determined 
group braved the elements to battle it out.
 The club always welcomes visitors and 
recently Vladan Stransky and his family who 
were visiting Toodyay during their tour through 
the ‘Wild West’, joined us for a morning of sets.
 Vladan, originally from the Czech Republic 
and a former professional ice hockey player, 
gave us all a good run for our money. His 
family came along to offer encouragement and 
his small sons delighted in seeing Dad play.
 It’s great to see visiting players from other 
parts of Australia come along and join in, even 
if just for the morning.  The club would like to 
encourage more to do the same. New players 
are always welcome. Play continues over the 
entire festive season time so come along.
 The Toodyay Tennis Club would like to thank 
everyone who participated in any way during 
the year, be it playing, coaching, supervising, 
organising, supporting our wood raffles or 
being an integral part of the club in any way.
 You help make our community of Toodyay 
a great place to live and visit.
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AUCTION ON SITE 
 
5 DECEMBER 
11AM 
 
55 TOODYAY WEST ROAD 
 
1783 SQM 
 

 
 
1250 SQM. Excellent home site at 
Settlers Ridge, elevated with large 
level home site in perfect 
established location.  
 
$89,000 
 

 
 
With 2 bed cottage that needs a BIG 
refurbishment. Stable, yard, bore, 
shed, railway carriage, vegie patch 
and cottage gardens. All have been 
neglected for a while.  
 
BEST PRICE ON THE MARKET!  
$295,000 
 
 

 
 
 
Stunning 4x2 family home on 
beautiful 5 acres. Parkland pasture, 
play grounds, huge living areas, 
giant 4 bay enclosed shed, stunning 
outdoor areas. 
 

$499,000 

 
 
 
Proven cattle and grain block. 
Significant West Toodyay holding. 
Julimar Road and Malkup Brook 
frontage. 
 
INSPECTION RECOMMENDED 
 
$1,600,000 ONO 
 

HUGE POTENTIAL  
 

PRICE REDUCTION  
717 ACRES FARMING BLOCK 
 

AUCTION 
 
 
 

FOR SALE 
 
 
 

FOR SALE 
 
 
 
 

FOR SALE 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
4.76HA 11.7AC 5 BED 2 BATH 
close to town & private. Home has 
verandahs all around + 2 living 
areas, 2 kitchens & floor plan to suit 
a large extended family or two. 
Open pastured block is a perfect 
Hobby Farm in private location. 
$399,900 
 
 

RIDGETOP WITH 
COMMANDING VIEWS  
 
 

112A Stirling Terrace 
Phone 9574 2455 

toodyay@ljh.com.au 

LJ Hooker 
Toodyay 

08 9574 2455 
 

FOR SALE 
 
 
 
 

Ljhooker.com 
Reiwa.com 

Realestate.com 
 

FOR SALE 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Neat, tidy farmland. Fully fenced for 
hobby flock & hay production. BIG 
powered garage. Landscaped, 
shady gardens. Perfectly presented, 
easy-care property truly ready to 
move in & relax. 
$339,000 
 
 

DREAM COUNTRY 
RETIREMENT HOME 

FOR SALE 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Fabulous 10 acre cleared and 
pastured block with shed and good 
fencing.   
Two tree lined street frontages. 
One of the best locations 
surrounded by quality properties.  
This is ideal for your country home. 
 
$199,000 
 

IDEAL COUNTRY RETREAT 

NEW LISTING 
 

FOR SALE 
 
 
 
 

BIG HOME - PRISTINE 
PRESENTATION  
 

RIVERHILLS ESTATE 
Final Land Clearance 

 Be Quick! Buy one for you, one for the kids,  
tell your friends! Priced from $49,000 - $69,000 

 

 
 
 
4X2 home, 22.5AC. Entertainers 
delight. Dbl garage, 6X12m shed 
with lean-to. Stables & feed shed. 
R/water & windmill bore for livestock 
& all garden requirements. 4 fenced 
paddocks. 
 
$570,000  
 
 

FAMILY FRIENDLY HOBBY 
FARM – STUNNING VIEWS!  

FOR SALE 
 
 
 
 

FOR SALE 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Well off the road where nobody will 
find you unless they know where to 
look. Hills, valleys, cleared & 
timbered areas. Rustic 2 bed donga 
with chip heater, wood stove & 
candlelight at night time.  
 
$ 410,000 
 

OVER 100 AC OF LIFESTYLE – 
GORGEOUS VIEWS 

RIVER FRONT 
RESIDENTIAL LOT 
 


