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Sex worker refuge rejected
Michael Sinclair-Jones

A PLAN to build a sex workers’ refuge 
in Bejoording has been refused amid 
community anger that the Shire of Toodyay 
kept local land owners in the dark about it.
 The shire council voted 9-0 behind closed 
doors last month to reject what it listed only 
as a  “women’s refuge” because the land use 
was not permitted in a rural residential zone.
 All other details were suppressed.
 Earlier, North Ward Cr Brian Rayner tabled 
a petition from 70 local residents claiming 
they had not been properly consulted.
 It followed months of council secrecy in 
which all details were kept behind closed 
doors.
 It led to wild local rumours, including that 
a half-way house for overcrowded Bandyup 
Women’s Prison was being considered.
 Three Bejoording residents who tried to get 
answers during public question time at last 
month’s council meeting were each barred 
from speaking by Shire President David Dow 
who said confidential shire business could 
not be discussed publicly.
 Cr Dow said he risked two years’ jail 
or a $5000 fine if he revealed anything 
confidential under Section 5.23.2(f)(iii) of 
the Local Government Act.
 The Section says councils can exclude the 
public from meetings if disclosure “could 
be reasonably expected to prejudice the 
maintenance or enforcement of a lawful 

measure for protecting public safety”.
 However, The Herald can reveal that 
evangelical Christians Sharon and Andrew 
Beel had applied to build a refuge for former 
sex workers on a hobby farm they bought last 
year in Seventh Road, Bejoording, near the 
historic shire-owned Syred’s Cottage.
 They say they are getting legal advice 
on whether to appeal against the shire 
decision which they described as “absolutely 
disappointing”.
 Their recently formed Alabaster Comunity 
Association planned to “rehabilitate and 
educate vulnerable women” at the Bejoording 
property on condition they attend daily Bible 
readings and prayers.
 Some would also undertake voluntary 
“discipling”.
 The proposed “Christian-based women’s 
refuge” aimed to help “vulnerable people 
with little English and no understanding of 
our laws and society, or their own rights”.
 The facility would house former sex 
workers of mainly Asian origin – but not 
women fleeing domestic violence.
 Up to 14 inmates would spend one to three 
years at the site, receive counselling from 
volunteer staff and undertake educational 
courses in various practical skills to enable 
them to “re-integrate into society and be 
self-sufficient”.
 Mr and Mrs Beel registered Alabaster as a 
not-for-profit charity last year and say they 
don’t work for any church and are not part 

of any other organisation.
 Mrs Beel said she had provided counselling 
to sex workers in Perth brothels and Mr Beel 
– a former Perth Anglican priest and former 
WA director of evangelical group Living 
Waters – said he counselled gay people in 
Perth and offered Bible studies at popular 
Northbridge gay venue, the Court Hotel.
 Mrs Beel attended last month’s council 
meeting with a lawyer and was allowed to 
address councillors behind closed doors 
while the public – including 10 Bejoording 
residents and The Herald – was ordered to 
leave the chambers and wait outside.
 Mrs and Mrs Beel visited The Herald  
next day and said they regretted the lack of 
community consultation over their plans.
 The couple later agreed to address a 
meeting at Bejoording Community Centre 
to answer local residents’ questions.
See Letters Page 4, local anger Page 12.

Second anti-bauxite petition tabled in Parliament

Anti-bauxite mining protesters present a 4300-signature petition to WA Shadow Environment Minister Chris Tallentire (centre) on the 
front steps of  Parliament House last month. Avon and Hills Mining Awareness Group members later watched from the Legislative 
Assembly public gallery as the Labor MP tabled their petition in the Lower House. (Photo P Harms) More stories Pages 9 and 19.       

Bejoording refuge applicant Sharon Beel
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Ol’ Blind Joe
Chook Shed Blues
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Stirling Hamilton

“MUSIC is the wine which inspires one and 
I am Bacchus who presses out this glorious 
wine for mankind and makes them spiritually 
drunken,” said German composer Ludwig 
van Beethoven (1770-1827).
 I see. life as a river and the dance begins 
in the watery womb with your mother’s 
heartbeat playing drums and pulsating 
through every cell in your body – when her 
waters break, she spurts you out into that 
babbling brook.
 Soon, you learn to dance like a salmon in 
the white water rapids and a glorious time is 
had by all.
 But down river, you’re gonna come across 
one of those deep, still pools where ya 
gotta slow down a while and explore that 
waterhole before you can move on, and then 
you have to give them bones a shake and a 
rattle and get them dancing again before one 
day returning to the sea.
 Well, them deep waters are where the blues 
live and they ain’t good or bad , they’re just 
part of that river of life with a slower, deeper, 
simpler kind of dancing going on.
 Veteran Rolling Stones guitarist Keith 
Richards said “If you don’t know the blues 
there’s no point in picking up the guitar and 
playing rock and roll or any other form of 
popular music”.
 The inaugural Blues at Bridgetown festival 
in 1993 drew 5000 people and is now so big 
that the shire’s population triples overnight.
 I get down there early most years and set 
myself up in  the car park of the bottom pub 
for the duration.

How the other half live
 However, I’d been offered a room this 
year within walking distance so I borrowed 
a mate’s car with air con, cruise control and 
a wicked stereo and had me a little snifter of 
how the other half live.
 Many years ago a bloke by the name of 
Charlie with a beard like Lord of the Rings 
wizard Gandalf and a rapier wit to match 
lobbed at the Vic hotel in town here and 
became the yardman.
 In 2003 he went down to Bridgetown and 
it was to his place I headed for last month’s 
2015 Blues at Bridgetown festival.
 Friday started innocently enough, and with 
Charlie being ‘King of the Beer Garden’, our 
bench table next to the stage never lacked 
good company – even the musicians sat with 
us most times and the dancing was full steam 
ahead for an excellent 12-hour shift.
 Saturday found me in fine form until about 
10pm when I think I swayed when I meant 
to sashay and was asked to leave one of the 
other establishments by a bouncer who even 
thanked me for being so cool about it as I 
waltzed outside.
 No worries bloke, I wandered around to 

the front window where I had a good man 
buy me stubbies and sit them on a ledge for 
me while I stood dead centre in front of the 
band with my own dance floor.
 On Sunday things slowed down a bit as the 
music closed at ten and I figured I’d have a 
quiet one at Charlie’s on the Monday, as only 
a mug drives home after a big concert with a 
belly awash with the ambrosia of the gods.
 At lunchtime this gorgeous woman lobs 
and, although I’d met her a couple times over 
the weekend, I hadn’t actually heard her sing.
 She says it’s her birthday and invites us up 
to her place that night and promises to sing.
 What’s a poor boy to do? It wasn’t all that 
far as the crow flies but they don’t have 
to drag their weary bones up and over the 
Matterhorn, they just fly around the side.

Hen pecked
 It was worth it though and she sang like an 
angel and even local blues legend Rick Steel 
complimented her on her talents.
 Later in the evening the conversation 
turned to days past when I found myself the 
subject of a tale about my Bridgetown Blues 
visit in 2000 when I picked up this bird and 
– because the house was full – we retired to 
the chook shed.
 I woke next morning not to the embraces 
of the lovely lady but a ferocious Sumatran 
chicken pecking on my forehead, whereupon 
I stumbled into the house with blood 
streaming between my eyes only to be 
greeted by an extended eruption of laughter.
 None of us to this day can remember that 
lady’s name but that chook’s name was 
definitely ‘Sid Vicious’ and she already had 
a reputation as feathered and dangerous.
 Upon my return to Toodyay, my personal 
trainer and lifestyle coach insisted on a good 
dose of therapy and several quiet days locked 
up in the doghouse until sanity prevailed 
somewhere nearby.
 Bugger them – on the Saturday night I 
climbed the fence, grabbed me a Coopers 
and a piece of toast, set off in search of a jam 
session and, gee willikers lucky me, I jagged 
it again at the Vic and I got me a whole 
evening of good music and great company.
 The Toodyay Jam has become a popular 
event on the third Saturday of every month 
and is hosted by Margaret and Geoff at The 
Victoria Hotel.
 All the professional advice I had received 
was that I should avoid dancing at all costs.
 You might as well tell a man to stop 
breathing – you’ve got buckley’s chance of 
stopping those bones rattlin’ and rollin’ once 
the muse is in ya.
 For me there is something primitively 
soothing about this music, and it went 
straight to my nervous system, making me 
feel ten feet tall.” ― British blues guitarist 
Eric Clapton.

feedback
The Toodyay Herald is a 

locally owned not-for-profi t community newspaper that aims
 to serve as a source of quality news and information.

Suggestions and comments 
are welcome to

PO Box 100, Toodyay WA 6566
feedback@toodyayherald.com.au

Advertising deadline 20 January 2016 noon
advertising@toodyayherald.com.au

Articles and Story deadline 25 January 2016 noon
news@toodyayherald.com.au

The Toodyay Herald wishes you all a very happy and safe Christmas
Offi ce Hours are from 9am - noon on highlighted days

January - February 2016 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

10 January 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20
Advertise deadline

21 22 23

24 25
Story deadline 26 27 28 29 30

31 1 February 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13
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Luke Skywalker

HAN SOLO and Quasar got a taste of their 
own Jedi light sabres when the Empire struck 
back at last month’s Toodyay Shire Council 
meeting.
 At stake was a bid to explore the universe 
and put Toodyay on the celestial map with a 
new astronomical observatory in Julimar.
 But the intrepid space duo, who also like 
to be known as Hans and Bella Wunderlin, 
jumped the gun and blasted off with star-
gazing tours at their new Howard Road space 
station before getting shire approval.
 Darth Vader was displeased.

Star Wars averted as Empire strikes back

‘Han Solo’ and ‘Quasar’ prepare their 35.5cm reflector telescope for public stargazing. 

 “I was initially rather angry about the whole 
way this had gone,” Shire President David 
Dow told assembled starfleet commanders 
at the Death Star last month.
 “The website showed they were open for 
business and thumbing their noses at the 
shire,” he thundered.
 “I was appalled when I saw ‘Gingin 
Observatory, Toodyay’ and customer 
comments for recent viewing nights.
 “There didn’t appear to be a lot of respect 
for the shire planning system.”
 However, a Star Wars sequel was averted 
when the Galactic Emperor said he would 
vote reluctantly for planning approval, which 
was carried 9-0.
 Shire Wookiees were ordered to ensure 
everything was done properly.
 Light years away in Julimar, the Millennium 
Falcon spaceship stood parked under a shady 
tree as Solo and Quasar uncloaked their 
flagship telescope, a 35.5cm reflector called 
‘Florence’.
 “Size does matter,” Quasar observed as 
Solo took aim at distant heavenly bodies.
  “We were a bit naughty but didn’t want 
to lose customers while waiting for shire 
approval.”
 Toodyay’s new observatory is at the former 
Cartref Park country gardens and now in 
correct shire orbit for business.
 Curiously, it will continue to appear on 
galactic maps as ‘Gingin Observatory’.
 However, Starfleet commanders said they 

hoped this cosmic aberration will be eclipsed 
by a future name change.
 May the force be with you.
 (With apologies to Star Wars movie 
director George Lucas and any intelligent 
life forms on the planet who missed it.)Darth Vader

HEAVY earthmoving work has already 
started on a major new Perth rubbish tip in 
Toodyay as the State Government considers 
nine appeals seeking to shut it down.
 At least two heavy diesel scrapers have 
been operating on the Hoddy Well site in 
recent weeks, throwing up dense clouds of 
dust as they work.
 The WA Office of the Appeals Convenor 
is assessing nine appeals against a works 
approval granted by the State Department 
of Environment Regulation (DER).
 This is despite more than two years of 
opposition from the Toodyay Shire Council 
and local environmental activists who have 
raised thousands of dollars in community 
fundraising to pay for independent 
consultants’ reports that claim the plan is 
deeply flawed.
 Opponents criticised the lack of relevant 
documents provided by the State Government 
during the appeal period.
 They are seeking to impose further 
environmental restrictions on the Chitty 
Road so it will be too costly to operate.
 A shock DER decision in August gave 
Perth landfill company Opal Vale Pty Ltd 
approval to dump 1.5 million tonnes of 
putrescible Perth waste in Toodyay over the 
next 10-12 years.
 It will put hundreds more heavy garbage 
trucks and road trains on Toodyay Road 
and was slammed as “ludicrous” by local 
Nationals WA MP Paul Brown.
 Mr Brown said the State Government has 
no waste disposal policy other than to ban 
more rubbish dumping on the Swan coastal 
plain.
 He said it was now up to WA Environment 
Minister Albert Jacob* (Liberal, Ocean Reef) 
to stop the “preposterous” plan.
 Mr Jacob hold degrees in environmental 
design and architecture, served three years 
on Joondalup City Council before entering 
State Parliament and says on his website 

that he is “committed to the conservation 
and protection of WA’s unique marine and 
terrestrial ecosystem”.
 He will receive recommendations from the 
WA Office of the Appeals before making a 
final decision on whether landfill can proceed 
without further restrictions.
 This may take several more weeks because 
the appeals convenor has yet to follow its 
normal practice of organising meetings with 
objectors to address their concerns.
 *Readers who want to voice their concerns 
can call Mr Jacob on 6552 5800, email  
Minister.Jacob@dpc.wa.gov.au or write to 
him at 12th Floor, Dumas House, 2 Havelock 

Heavy scrapers start work as 
State examines nine appeals

Clouds of dust are thrown up as a heavy scraper works on the Chitty Road landfill site.

Hoddy Well resident Bill Manning with 
some of the large amount of paperwork 
required for lodging last month’s appeals.  
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The Toodyay Herald invites you to have 
your say in our letters page. Please 
email your correspondence to news@
toodyayherald.com.au with your full name, 
address and phone number. Letters that are 
short, sharp and to the point about topical 
local issues are preferred. The Herald 
reserves the right to edit letters for length.

letters

The way we were – this photograph is believed to be from 1908 when mounted infantry welcomed federal MP and former WA Premier 
Sir John Forrest to the  Newcastle Council Chambers (now the Memorial Hall) in Stirling Terrace for the ceremonial opening of the new 
water supply pipeline to Toodyay from Mundaring Dam. The infantry are led by a mounted officer with a sword while local dignitaries 
gather across the unsealed road. A photographer with tripod stands on the right. Photo and details Newcastle Gaol Museum.

Walk amongst “Free Range Emus” 
in natural bushland

•	 Guided	Tours	
•	 Emu	Products	Shop		
•	 Dining	Area
•	 Tea	and	Coffee
•	 Ice	Cream	and	Cool	Drinks
•	 Toilets
•	 Ample	Parking	

Coach	and	School		Groups	by	Appointment

Open Daily 10AM – 4PM
Phone 9574 1415

TOODYAY 
EMU FARM

Graham Boston
Northam Jewellery and Repairs

102 Fitzgerald Street Northam
(Opp Red Rooster)

Phone: 9622 8037
Mob: 0438 919 932

Hands off The Herald
GIVEN recent comments emanating from 
the Old Court House, I would like to publicly 
put on record my appreciation for the efforts 
of the editor of The Herald, Michael Sinclair-
Jones.
  Since he took over the helm last year the 
we have a truly professional local community 
paper which I am sure is the envy of similar 
commercial efforts.
 The day that The Herald hits the streets is 
now eagerly awaited.
 Under his editorship we now have a paper 
that reports fairly, accurately, without bias or 
influence and gives ample opportunity for all 
points of view to be expressed.
 Any attempt to undermine those principles 
by seeking to pressure the editor into what 
he should or should not print is to be fiercely 
resisted.

Allan Henshaw
Coondle

Realism appreciated
I’D LIKE to thank The Toodyay Herald 
for enabling me and my officers to build a 
closer working relationship with the local 
community through our regular monthly 
Police Beat columns in your newspaper.
 It also plays a valuable role by allowing 
some of the realism of police law enforcement 
to be brought to the forefront of local 
community attention.
 We’ve had some fantastic results this year 
as a direct result of The Herald.

Sgt Warren Conder
Officer-In-Charge

Toodyay Police 

Fearless news
THE SHIRE of Toodyay should have 
been more sensitive and anticipated local 
residents’ anger over secret plans for a 
women’s refuge in Bejoording without wider 
community consultation.
 Hopefully a lesson has been learned.
 If we believe our interests are not a council 
priority, then there may be a stronger turn 
out at the next ballot box and more frequent 
letters to the editor of this newspaper.
 We should rejoice in the knowledge that we 
do at least have a professional and fearless 
newspaper that any other country area would 
be proud to have and an editor who knows 
what he is doing.
 It enables the community to express a 
public view without opinions being edited.

Richard Hazlewood
Bejoording

Paper has everything
CONSISTENTLY each month I reach for 
the newly printed Toodyay Herald with 
one hand, a glass of cold white wine with 
the other, and take a breather from a busy 
life while I read about the goings on of our 
vibrant little community.
 What a sophisticated publication it is.
 It has community news, colourful photos, 
local opinion and good clear factual editorial 
content.
  What more could we ask for?
 I’m particularly pleased to know we have 
a professional and experienced journalist 
editor who adheres to the Australian 
Journalists Association Code of Ethics and 
in so doing allows the news to be reported 
and interpreted with scrupulous honesty.
 It means essential facts are not suppressed 
or distorted by omission or improper 
emphasis, and where the editor’s personal 
interests aren’t influenced in the discharge 
of his duties.
 Living in such a community-oriented 
town, I love reading about what the various 

clubs and associations have been doing and 
about the hard work carried out by volunteer 
groups.
  I love knowing also that I can go back to 
the paper at any time to find a tradesperson’s 
telephone number or reminder of a coming 
event, and I particularly love knowing 
that the warm and comforting community 
information is continually balanced by 
factual, well-written stories that impact – for 
better or for worse – on the life I live here.
 Many thanks to all The Herald staff and 
management committee – well done.

Barb Dadd
Toodyay

Shade trees mutilated
AS ANOTHER searing summer approaches, 
I would like to publicly condemn the recent 
destruction of several very old, beautiful, 
shade-giving trees in Toodyay.
 They were there long before adjacent 
houses were built and surely could have been 
pruned and managed differently.
 But no, they were chainsawed down at 

great expense and nothing has been planted 
in their place.
 Sure, the trees were on private property and 
land owners can do what they like.
 But these are noticeable, dramatic changes 
that have a wider effect on nearby residents, 
including local bird life which has started to 
increase in the town for the first time in years.
 Aside from the now ugly street view of 
decapitated trunks, rusting vehicles and 
dilapidated sheds, there is a palpable increase 
of heat and also roof glare.
 The reasoning behind this enviro- 
vandalism confounds me.
 I guess if people stay indoors with their 
air conditioning on and rarely spend time 
outside, the loss isn’t noticed or felt.
 Mature established trees are an asset, not 
‘widow makers’ to be feared and punished.
 Dismiss me as a tree-hugger and a loony 
if you like, but the town landscape is poorer 
for a lack of large trees – not improved or 
enhanced by their felling in any way I can 
see.
 As a resident who for more than eight 
years has invested time planting a diverse, 
waterwise garden where my family and I 
observe and try to conserve nature, I noticed 
that these trees were used by many native 
bird for nesting and shade.
 After the latest felling, a crushed New 
Holland Honeyeater nest was found out on 
the road among the woodchips, and the sound 
of distressed, displaced birds attested to this.
 When, I wonder, did trees stop being 
regarded as community assets?
 I’m so disappointed and saddened by it.

Naomi Millett
Toodyay

Good news for all
OUR final edition for 2015 this month 
marks two years since I was appointed 
editor of The Toodyay Herald.
 When I started in January 2014, 
circulation was 3400 and 200 papers were 
being discarded at the end each month.
 Since then, our print order has risen to 
4250 copies – and we often run out of 
papers to give away each month before the 
next edition appears on newsstands.
 That’s an increase of nearly 33 per cent 
compared with the steady circulation 
decline of most newspapers elsewhere.
 It’s good news for advertisers because 
they are now being exposed to more readers 
with money to spend on local products and 
services.
 It’s also good news for the community 
because more stories about what we believe 
are important local issues are encouraging 
more people to take a greater interest in 
how their community is run.
 People want to know what’s going on and 
we do our best to tell them.
 The Herald works because it embraces 
Toodyay’s unique community spirit.
 Much of this consists of regular monthly 
contributions from emergency service 
volunteers, not-for-profit associations and 
other vital community groups.
 We also report on shire meetings, police 
briefings, local events and a host of other 
news that you won’t read elsewhere.
 All this is made possible by a not-for-
profit organisation staffed by volunteers 
who give hundreds of hours each month 
to produce what we hope is a quality 
newspaper.
 There’s a saying in the newspaper 
industry that if half the people like what 
you do and the other half hate it, you must 
be doing something right.
 I’m not sure if that’s the case at The 
Herald but everything we do in these pages 
is underpinned by a spirit of community 
service and a love for this wonderful part 
of the world in which we live.
 It’s been a great privilege and honour to 
help provide that service to you as editor 
of this newspaper.
 I love journalism and I love being able to 
keep doing what I started 43 years ago as a 
cadet reporter at The Kalgoorlie Miner.
 I look forward – with your continued 
support – to continuing that role in the New 
Year.
 All of us at The Herald take this 
opportunity to wish all of you a Happy 
Christmas, with peace and goodwill to all 
and a prosperous New Year.
 There won’t be a Herald next month but 
there’ll be plenty to read about when you 
see us next in February.

Michael Sinclair-Jones
Editor
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Ieva Tomsons

YOU CAN either thank or blame three small 
pieces of Toodyay stone for luring Stirling 
Hamilton to town.
 Stirling wears a few hats in this community 
– several Akrubas he dons when working 
as a stonemason, the one he wears for The 
Herald’s monthly Ol’ Blind Joe column and 
a battered top hat (and tails) he dusts off to 
judge the cleavage competition at the town’s 
annual Moondyne Festival.
 Born in Brooklyn New York in 1959 to a 
merchant navy father, he and his family of 
four were never destined to stay in one place 
long and soon relocated to San Francisco 
where Stirling and his sister spent their 
formative years.
 San Francisco was then the world’s hippy 
capital so he was in the right place at the right 
time but the wrong age.
 Though he may have missed out on 
Haight Ashbury’s ‘summer of love’, the 
family moved when Stirling was seven to 
Walnut Creek a nearby small town with an 
unorthodox high school.
 The Buena Vista High School was run 
by ‘progressive’ teachers and open all year 
round.

Weekend school
“SCHOOL was a joy,” according to Stirling. 
“It was ‘the’ place to hang out on weekends.”
 Activities included camping in redwood 
forests where environmentally minded 
teachers demonstrated the dangers of over-
consumption and waste.
 “At the end of the camp, they showed us 
how much food we had wasted and I’ve 
never forgotten it – it made a deep impression 
on me.”
 Just as Stirling was warming to the 
counterculture, his father decided he’d had 
enough of America’s ‘permissive’ society 
and race riots, and upped stakes to England.
 They lived for a year in Portmouth’s 
seaside resort of Southsea before migrating 
to Australia in 1971.
 By then, Stirling was hitting puberty and 
there was no shortage of scantily clad girls 
at Sydney’s Coogee Beach where they came 
to live.
 He was an enterprising teenager who 
worked a milk round before school without 
his parents’ knowledge.
 With an absent father and a mother working 
shifts at the local hospital, Stirling says he 

was “killing the pig earning $80 a week and 
spending the lot on lollies”.
 After he turned 15, the family moved to 
Noosa in Queensland where Stirling started 
to intermittently run away from school and 
hang out with the counterculture crowd.
 Stirling’s school principal who was also 
his English teacher, recognised his way with 
words and readmitted him to classes with the 
warning that he “was on his case”.
 Stirling came second in English in Grade 
11 – “It was a bit of revenge,” he quipped.
 After school, Stirling opted for a public 
service job in Brisbane, working in records 
at the Aboriginal and Islander Advancement 
Commission.
 Apart from keeping track of ministerial 
press clippings, he “hid behind filing 
cabinets” to indulge his love of history by 
reading Aboriginal case histories.
 This was during the Bjelke Petersen era 
in the mid-’70s when Aboriginal and white 
social activists regularly faced-off with 
police.
 It was time for Stirling to pick his side, so 
at 20 he quit his government job and threw 
himself into the alternative lifestyle, moving 
25 times in two years.
 Eventually he came to base himself in 
Closeburn a small town about half an hour’s 
drive north of Brisbane.
 The counterculture was alive and kicking 
there too, and Stirling found a ‘family’ there 
for the next 12 years.
 “Since then,” said Stirling, “I’ve always 
lived on the fringes”.
 He was actively involved in the Closeburn 
Cultural Association which ran a profitable 
tea shop, markets and moondances, and 
staged concerts including chamber music.
  He also bought a Roneo printing press 
which the community used to print the 
alternative newsletter Down to Earth.
 During this time Stirling helped to build 
a river-rock sauna that became famous, not 
for the workmanship but for skinny-dippers 
who frequented the facility.
 Working on the sauna gave Stirling a 
taste for stonework, and from the early ’80s 
landscaping jobs in NSW and Queensland 
provided him with the opportunity to hone 
his craft as a stonemason.
 The first house he built was from convict-
cut porphyry, a pearly pastel stone which is 
a limited resource.
 With hammer, chisel and barrow he has 
worked with many types of stone, including 

A fluid life set in 
Toodyay stone

for the past 20 years with local Toodyay 
stone.
 “Select the stone first,” he says.
 You need to spend a lot of time in quarries 
and “have the eye” to hand-pick pieces.
 Stirling has certainly done his fair share 
of work in east coast quarries as well as in 
Karratha (sandstone) and here in Toodyay.
 He was first shown local Toodyay stone 
while visiting his sister here in 1996 and it 
was love at first sight for this artisan.
 Working in Peter Dasborough snr’s quarry 
gave him the opportunity to select unique 
stones that he has used in many buildings 
and structures throughout the shire.
 Stirling has taught the art of stonemasonry 
to several Toodyay people, including Peter 

Dasborough jnr, Godert van Dries and local 
footy legend Phil Beattie.
 Apart from the ‘Great Wall of Stirling’ he 
built at the corner of Goomalling Road and 
Toodyay Road, Stirling’s work can be seen 
at the Culham Cemetery Memorial Gardens, 
the Tavern fireplace, alfresco paving at The 
Victoria Hotel and in many local private 
residences.
 Stirling rues the fact that pubs are no-
longer the “beating heart of the community” 
and mourns the loss of the Australian 
larrikin.
 He is serving notice that he will put the 
cleavage back into the cleavage competition 
at next year’s Moondyne Festival and “grab 
the opportunity with two hands”.

Toodyay stonemason Stirling Hamilton (Ol’ Blind Joe) at the landmark wall he built on the 
corner of Toodyay and Goomalling Roads, across from the Caltex service station.

Fly on the wall
Peter Robinson

THE GINGIN observatory, a women’s 
refuge and  historic buildings were the main 
topics for this month’s council meeting.
 Shoemaker House (O’Reilly’s Cottage) in 
Stirling Terrace next to the shire library was 
partly de-roofed by a storm last February.
 A tarpaulin was used to cover the exposed 
ceiling but no repair has yet been carried out.
 The tarp is no longer water proof, with 
shredded plastic polluting the area.
 The lack of progress seems to be because 
it is an historic building requiring a heritage 
architect; it is also an insurance job.
 Both these cause much red tape and delays. 
 For the sake of one of Toodyay’s most 
important heritage buildings, I hope the roof 
can at least be re-tarped immediately while 
awaiting the repairs.
 The Gingin Observatory has permission 
to conduct its business at Cartref Park in 
Howard Road, Julimar.
 They can have customers there only on 
Friday and Saturday nights with a limit of 
60 per night, and patrons must be off the 
premises by midnight.
 Two weeks prior approval must be obtained 
from the shire for any other days or times for 
special night sky events.
 The observatory owners did not endear 
themselves to the shire by commencing 
viewings before obtaining council approval.
 Councillors received a report addressing 
asset rationalisation of shire buildings.
 Included in the list was Syred’s Cottage 
at Bejoording and Donegan’s Cottage at the 
Toodyay Showgrounds. 
 No final decision on the future of these 

buildings has been made – the options are 
restoration or sale. 
 The building known as the Old Police 
Station in Duke Street which is used by Arts 
Toodyay is to be sold or relocated.
 Our Green Machine street sweeper is to be 
replaced at a changeover cost of $117, 452 
although it is only seven years old.
 I could buy three motor cars for that and all 
of them would last more than seven years.
 On the other hand, no Australian prime 
minister has lasted anywhere near seven 
years lately.
 The big item on the agenda was listed in 
confidential business. 
 A lengthy discussion ensued on a proposed 
women’s refuge in the Bejoording area.
 Seventy people, mostly from Bejoording, 
signed a petition requesting more consultation 
on the proposal.
 This petition was presented to council and 
read by Cr Brian Rayner.
 This is a difficult and emotive issue.

 These facilities don’t need to be widely 
advertised and locations known, however 
local residents should have all the facts.
 By not consulting, the shire and the 
proponents can leave a vacuum of 
information. 
 As we know a vacuum is not a naturally 
occurring event – something always fills the 
void.
 In the case of an information vacuum, 
speculation, fear, mistrust and misinformation 
rush in.
 I heard some of these things outside the 
meeting. 
 At the very least we should have 
an independent report on any similar 
establishments in WA that detail how they 
are run, the effect on the local community, 
amenity and the infrastructure required.
 If policing is a problem, then Bejoording 
is too far from either Toodyay or Northam.
 The shire has to treat its citizens with 
respect and be prepared to consult often.

 This is local government where everybody 
knows many other people. 
 Our councillors are just like us – local 
residents, not career politicians.
 We all have a stake in the future of the 
district.

New tarp needed on storm-damaged heritage cottage roof
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Police test DNA in Men’s Shed theft

(From left) Toodyay Police Const. Chris Milonas and Snr Const. Nicky Turner check missing 
items with Toodyay Men’s Shed Chairman Jeff Roberts and Secretary Fred Fellowes.

LOCAL police have sent fingerprints and 
DNA swab samples to Perth in a bid to 
identify who stole tools and equipment worth 
up to $15,000 from the Toodyay Men’s Shed 
community group last month.
 At least one thief used boltcutters to break 
through a farm gate and force their way into 
two locked sheds used to store Men’s Shed 
tools and workshop materials.
 A 6x4-metre Toodyay Men’s Shed trailer 
was stolen and used to cart away several 
heavy items, including two MIG welders 
worth about $800 each, a petrol-driven water 
blaster worth about $1000 and a collection of 
power drills, angle grinders, chainsaws and 
other power tools.
 Police took fingerprints and DNA swab 
samples from the break-in and sent them to 
Perth for laboratory testing.
 The samples are being checked against 
police records and any positive results will 
be returned to local police for further action.
 Local officers also have the right to use 
mouth-swab testing to take DNA samples 
from any suspect stopped for questioning 
and check the results against samples taken 
from the crime scene.
 “DNA testing is a very good way to trace 
offenders,” Sgt Conder said.

 “In this case, we do have a lead that is being 
followed up.”
 Toodyay Men’s Shed Chairman Jeff 
Roberts said his group was “dreadfully 
disappointed” over the break-in and theft.
 The group was a not-for-profit association 
that aimed to help and improve the lives of 
others.
 “Dozens of men have worked hard to put 
together the facilities and equipment, and 
provide the camaraderie and fellowship that 
the Toodyay Men’s Shed offers,” he said.
 “We suspect the theft may involve someone 
who knew what was there after attending 
the Toodyay Men’s Shed on the pretext of 
joining.”
 Mr Roberts said the stolen tools and 
equipment were partly insured.

GPS tracks trailer
TOODYAY police have recovered a large 
U-Haul hire trailer stolen from a Belmont 
service station last month.
 Thieves cut a chain securing the six-metre 
trailer at the service station overnight.
 The stolen trailer was located by local 
police at a Toodyay address after the owner 
used a GPS tracking system welded inside 
the front of the trailer to trace its location.
 Police inquiries are continuing.

Liquor store heists
TWO robberies at Toodyay’s Bottlemart 
liquor store last month have resulted in a 
female parolee being returned to jail and a 
police search for a black ute.
 In the first incident, two women – one 
carrying a toddler in nappies – entered the 
Stirling Terrace liquor store and stole two 
bottles of whisky from a front display before 
driving off in a vehicle parked outside.
 Their actions were captured on the liquor 
store’s internal video security camera and a 
nearby Shire of Toodyay street camera.
 Police in Toodyay, Northam and York kept 
a lookout for the pair after random local 
sightings, and the women were caught after 
Toodyay police identified their car.
 One woman had breached parole and had 
an outstanding ‘return to prison’ warrant 
against her when she was detained.
 In the second incident, a thief (pictured left) 
kicked in the liquor store’s glass front doors 
overnight and loaded a pink plastic laundry 
basket with so much stolen alcohol that he 
broke the basket on his way out.
 A local police officer driving home from 
work about 1.30am on Saturday morning 
noticed the broken pink laundry basket in 
the street near the liquor store.
 Video security cameras captured what 
appeared to be a black ute departing the area 
towards Newcastle Bridge at about the time 
the liquor store theft occurred.
 Police are appealing for anyone with 
information to call them on 9574 9555 or 
CRIMESTOPPERS on 1800 333 000.

Firebug alert
POLICE say last month’s Bindoon fire west 
of Julimar State Forest is a timely reminder 
for Toodyay residents to be watchful for any 
suspicious activities that could be linked to 
potential arson.
 “We are aware of at least two potential 
arsonists – both adult men – who live in the 
Shire of Toodyay,” Sgt Conder said.
 The WA Department of Fire and Emergency 
Services is currently offering rewards of up 
to $50,000 for information that leads to the 
indentification and conviction of arsonists.
 Under State laws adopted in December 
2009, arson is considered one of WA’s most 
serious crimes with up to 20 years’ jail 
for lighting a fire likely to harm people or 
damage property.
 The maximum penalty for deliberately 

Police are appealing for help from anyone who saw this vehicle last month.

lighting a fire to damage or destroy property 
is life imprisonment.
 WA Emergency Services Minister Joe 
Francis warned last month that anyone 
thinking of lighting a fire could land in jail.
 Last year, 42 WA people were charged with 
53 arson offences.
 About 90 per cent of arsonists caught by 
WA’s ‘Strike Force Vulcan’ in the past two 
years were boys aged between nine and 17.

Red car help sought
A DISTINCTIVE-looking red Subaru 
Impreza sedan (pictured below) stolen last 
month from Gosnells was recovered by 
police in Old Plains Road, Toodyay, five 
days later.
 Police are asking anyone who saw the 1993 
model car with a black bonnet, racing-style 
air intake and rear spoiler to contact them.

Liquor store thief fills pink laundry basket.
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emergency services

Bejoording Volunteer Bushfire 
Brigade
From the desk of The Badger 

LOOKS LIKE a bumper season for many 
broadacre farmers, so that’s good for our 
economy, even the local one. There is, 
however, a downside.
 Bumper crop growth means a parallel 
bumper natural-vegetation growth – they go 
hand in hand.
 Some nature reserves haven’t been burned 
for years; many of our rural residential 
blocks in the Bejoording and Bolgart area 
are covered with long, dry grasses such as 
wild oats. Our trees are dry and vulnerable; 
and our crop fields have been harvested but 
are full of stubble.
 Oh, and let’s not forget all those big stacks 
of hay bales in the paddocks and sheds.
That’s enough fuel for quite a holocaust as 
we have already seen in Esperance, Muchea 
and SA.
 The weather gurus are all warning us of 
an increase in dry thunder storms this year, 
so our biggest enemy isn’t accidental fire, 
or even criminal fire bugs, it’s nature. We 

Coondle Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade
James Knapp

WHAT A MONTH it has been. We have 
had some the worst weather combinations 
for fires that could be expected for this time 
of year yet Toodyay managed to avoid any 
serious fires.
 We had one reported fire this month that 
remained small enough for two brigades to 
handle.
 This has fantastic relief for the volunteers 
and a brilliant effort from the whole 
community – well done Toodyay.
 Sadly, some others shires within the state 
were not as lucky as what we have been. 
 As no doubt everyone is aware Esperance 
suffered some of the biggest fires that the 
state has seen in quite some time, resulting 
in the loss of four people.
 The Coondle 2.4 heavy tanker along with 
the Central 4.4 heavy tanker were deployed 
to Esperance to assist with fire suppression. 
 A few Toodyay volunteers were also 
deployed to provide support to the exhausted 
firefighters.
 The large column of smoke created by the 
Bindoon and Ellenbrook fires this month had 
a few people on edge. Also an emergency 
warning from DFES saying that a fire was 
burning within Julimar Forest had people 
putting their bush fire plans into action.
 However there was no fire burning in 
the forest when the alert was issued and it 
was good to see that people put their action 

Social media fans flames of false fire

plans into effect and were aware of their 
surroundings.
 It was disappointing to see on social media 
that people were stating that they heard that 
there were fires burning in areas when in fact 
they were not.
 This caused a lot of confusion and created 
panic across the social media community.

 Please remember that social media should 
not be your first point for reporting a fire.
 For all fires contact emergency services by 
calling 000.
 The Bindoon fire resulted in the loss of one 
house and two sheds and provides a timely 
reminder as to how devastating a fire can be.
 A fire doesn’t discriminate, as we have 
experienced in the shire in past seasons and it 
raises the question: Are You Bushfire Ready?
 Every brigade within the shire has 
information about bushfires and how to 
prepare your property and family for the fire 
season.
 This information is free and after meeting 
the girls and guys that keep our community 
safe from fires you may even decide to join 
up.
 I would like to thank Tenneille Hughes 
from the Community Resource Centre, 

Bumper crops provide heads-up 
for a dangerous fire season

Laurel Scott from the library and Judy Fisher 
from Tony Maddox Real Estate for providing 
bushfire information brochures to people 
who would like them.
 They are good reading and provide 
information that you may not be aware of 
as well as ideas that may prompt you to 
remember the things that you haven’t done..
 Major fires in WA since 1961 have burnt an 
area larger that the whole of Switzerland, so 
let’s continue the good effort this fire season 
and not add Toodyay to the list of major fires 
for a second time.
 If you are interested in joining the Coondle 
Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade please feel free 
to drop on Fridays at 5pm to the station on 
Coondle West Road.
 Everyone at Coondle VBFB wishes you 
and your family a happy and safe Christmas 
and a prosperous 2016.

were lucky that the recent series of storms 
bypassed our area, but the next one may not.
 So please, if you read this, check your fire 
breaks again and try to cut back long grasses 
at least 50m around your home-site.
 If possible, have some water and hoses 
available that aren’t dependent on electricity, 
be fire aware, clear your gutters frequently 
and, maybe think seriously about putting 
your most valuable documents, jewellery, 
photos and other possessions somewhere 
safe and preferably away from your house.
 There is now a total fire ban in place. The 
Bejoording Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade 
asks you to remember to always plan and 
prepare for fire and have a clear contingency 
strategy in place should the situation get out 
of control.
 Fires can be a catastrophic risk to people, 
animals and property, so take care.
 Advice is free, but getting it wrong can be 
expensive. 
 If you have any questions remember that 
you can contact captain Barry Grey on 9574 
2149, or the Badger on 9574 4834.
 Please leave a message if we’re not there. 
Our next regular meeting is at 6pm on 
Tuesday December 15.

With all lights flashing
Sandra Harms

SANTA arrived at the Morangup Hall on the 
back of the fire truck.
 Everyone was delighted to greet him and 
in due course the children and not so little 
children, received their gifts. 
 The evening progressed to a buffet 
dinner followed by desserts. Once more 
the residents provided beautiful salads and 
sweets and before long we were all having 
a great time.
 Captain Jeff Venn and Kim Maddrell 

handed out the awards to members of the 
Fire Brigade for various achievements 
gained throughout the year. We were again 
reminded of the terrific job they do, for not 
only our community but throughout the hills 
and beyond.
 The third part of the evening is the raffle 
draw. No one was complaining about the 
prizes, there were so many. The highlight was 
a beautiful Gingerbread cottage, donated and 
made by the very talented Kathie Pearson.
 Thank you to the Fire Brigade and the SES 
groups for organising this annual event for 
our enjoyment. 

Santa swaps sleigh for fire-fighting truck

Shire of Toodyay volunteer fire fighters on call in Esperance during last month’s deadly bushfires. 

https://www.facebook.com/tenneille.hughes?fref=ufi
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emergency services

Morangup Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade
Sue Maddrell

THE LAST couple of months have been busy 
getting ready for the show, doing a few burns, 
redesigning or finishing off the front of the 
station and turning the old training room into 
a captain’s office.
 Jeff Venn, our captain, instigated a couple 
of burns which gave a few new recruits an 
idea of what to expect in the coming season.
 Good lessons learnt.
 The weather hasn’t been great for control 
burns but the brigade managed to get in a 
few before the season ended.
 Hopefully this summer will be fire-free or 
as close to it as possible. Last fire season was 
the busiest we have experienced.
 The captain’s office has been completed 
thanks to Valdis and Robyn Taukulis and 
a helping hand from Steve Gamble (1st 
Lieutenant).
 Thank you also to Kim for painting the 
walls, although his wife is considering 
putting a bed at the station for him.
 A box drain in front of the new building 
plus a driveway extension near the new fire 
pit has also now been completed thanks to 
Valdis’s concreting expertise and a couple of 
volunteers, Stan Leeder, Steve Gamble, Kim 
Maddrell, Mike Edwards and two of Valdis’s 

Julimar Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade
Alison Wroth

WITH THE IMPACT of the Esperance 
fires still fresh in all of our minds and a hot 
summer approaching, now is the perfect time 
to take one more look around our homes and 
sheds and commence hazard reduction.
 A few things to do are to check all your 
gutters and make sure that they are clear, 
move stacked winter wood away from houses 
and prune those over-hanging branches away 
from your house.
 Please make sure that all the taps and hoses 
around your home are in working order, 
check that you have your ember-protection 
screens on your air conditioner and finally, 
that pumps are fuelled and that everybody in 
the home knows what to do ‘if’ a fire does 
happen.
 If you do not have a family fire plan, it 
would be a good idea to sit down with your 
family and put one down on paper so that 
every family member is prepared.
 If you are unsure how to put your fire plan 
together, you can come down to the Julimar 
Brigade on Friday evenings and discuss this 
with any member from the captain down 
the ladder – they will all be willing to offer 
assistance.
Questions like:
 Are you staying to defend your home and 
property from a bushfire? Are you prepared?
 Can you handle it? Can the kids? Or are 
you going to the safest location possible and 
taking everything you need with you?
 These are the questions that you need to 
be able to answer first before you can do 
anything.
 Please begin thinking of answers to these 
questions as people who leave their home 
too late due to a decision change are always 
heading for disaster.

Toodyay Community Safety and 
Crime Prevention Association
Desraé Clarke

THIS YEAR’S MARCH article contained 
information on the service of Consumer 
Protect ion and the  Depar tment  of 
Commerce WAScamNet website to alert 
the general public of a current scam of false 
accommodation advertising that is hitting 
the community.
 It was of a Perth man, targeting mainly 
overseas visitors to Perth, who had up to 
10 aliases and internet-based advertising 
web sites for accommodation he was not 
authorised or able to rent.
 He received bond money of four weeks 
rental plus two weeks rental upfront with 
eight victims identified by police from this 
one person’s activities.

Every family should 
have a fire plan

 We are now in the prohibited burning time 
when absolutely no burning is allowed. 
This time runs from November 1 2015 until 
March 31 2016.
 No burning is allowed for any reason 
during this period; this includes any open 
cooking or camp fires at night. To report a 
fire, immediately dial 000.
 During the hot weather, please keep an eye 
on your pets and livestock. They will suffer 
in the heat so water needs to be available to 
them constantly.
 Your pets should also be included in your 
fire plan. Are you taking the chooks with you 
or leaving them or fend for themselves?
 Will a dog leash, food and bowl be included 
to take if you decide not to defend? What 
about your two cats? The horse in the back 
paddock, or are you just going to open the 
gate? These are things to think of.

Coming events
WE ARE holding our annual Christmas 
fundraising raffle and cake stall on the 
weekend of the Christmas Street Party on 
the December 4 and 5.
 A Julimar Fire unit and crew led by Brian 
Rayner will also be present at the Street Party 
to promote fire awareness and safety during 
the evening.
 The Julimar VBFB meeting will be held 
on December 19 and we will hold a sausage 
sizzle after for those who would like to stay 
on.
 There is no need to bring your own BBQ 
food as the brigade will provide all.
 So, please come along as the evening is 
just before Christmas and we can all get in 
a festive spirit and wish one and all a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year.
 Have a safe and happy Christmas and New 
Year celebration and we hope to see you all 
in 2016.

grandchildren who did a great job of digging 
out for the drain but were disappointed not 
to be around for the pour.
 Mick Lee finished off the retaining wall of 
the driveway extension. Thanks again Mick.
 A big thank you to the shire who did a 
wonderful job of repainting the lines in the 
car park and no-parking signs in front of the 
bays in September.
 They’ll have to come back and finish the 
lines on the new driveway extension.
 There was plenty of produce for the show. 
It was a hot day but we managed to sell 
quite a bit with some left over for our annual 
Christmas BBQ.
 The Annual Christmas BBQ by the time 
this goes to print will have been held on 
November 28.
 The yearly BBQ tradition has been an event 
since the early 80s.
 All Morangup residents are invited along 
with the brigade supplying the meat and buns 
and everyone bringing a salad or sweet to 
share.
 Last, but not least, there was a sign put up 
in appreciation for all the work over the last 
four to five years that Kim has put in to get 
the station extension up and running and then 
finished.
 The entrance to the new training room 
has a sign ‘The Maddrell Meeting Room’ 
which was kindly made and donated by Dave 
Thomas from Rustic Metal Works.

Newbies learn the ropes 
as captain trials a burn

Conmen target Toodyay homes
 WAScamNet had, at that time, been 
involved with reports of a total monetary 
loss of more than $43,000 making an average 
loss, per incident, of nearly $1500.
 In early November Toodyay community 
members, at two private addresses, have 
received phone calls and visits from people 
arriving for accommodation that was 
advertised on the website, Gumtree.
 It was extremely distressing for the clients 
who had travelled to Toodyay, and the 
owners of the advertised accommodation, 
to be victims of this scam.
  It is imperative that both the victims and 
community members contact, as soon as 
possible, the Consumer Protection Service 
on 1300 30 40 54 and ask for WAScamNet 
to discuss the case.
 Contact: Toodyay Police 9574 9555;
CRIMESTOPPERS 1800 333 000, and
Consumer Protection 1300 304 054.

Some of the new extensions at Morangup fire station. (Photo Peter Harms.)
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RESIDENTS opposed to local bauxite 
mining recently presented a 4300-signature 
petition to WA’s Shadow Minister for 
Environment and Climate Change, Chris 
Tallentire.
 It was the second outing to Parliament 
House in Perth for the Avon and Hills Mining 
Awareness Group (AHMAG) which last 
August secured Greens MLC Robin Chapple 
to table a similar-sized petition in the Upper 
House.
 Both politicians remarked on the number 
of signatures and acknowledged they were 
very substantial parliamentary presentations 
to table.
 “Awareness of proposals to mine bauxite 
in the Perth Hills and Avon Valley has 
recently snowballed,” according to AHMAG 
convenor Brian Dale.
 “A year or so ago, no-one knew anything 
about bauxite mining but luckily a small 
piece in The Toodyay Herald (July 2014) 
alerted us that mining was being considered 
in the our area.”
 Labor’s preselected federal candidate 
for Hasluck, Bill Leadbetter, also attended 
the petition presentation on the steps of 
Parliament House.
 Mr Leadbetter’s attendance, according to 
Mr Dale, “signals that proposed mining in 
the Perth Hills and Avon Valley is turning 
into an election issue that politicians from 
all sides will not be able to ignore”.
 In addition to the petition, Mr Tallentire 
was given a long list of local residents’ 
concerns about the negative impacts on 

Sommerville Gallery
Margaret Sommerville

SOMMERVILLE Galley is always pleased 
to host a new exhibition, and local children 
have done themselves proud with lots of 
pieces to display in a four-day show that 
opens  at 5pm on Thursday December 3.
 We know how hard the children have 
worked on their creations with the support 
of teachers and parents. 
 Be prepared to feel happy and creative 
when veiwing this wonderful display.
 Sommerville Gallery would like to 
sincerely thank the children of Toodyay and 
their teachers – especially Deputy Principal 
Wendy Camenzuli – as well as Gabrielle 
Elkins and Beverly Ellis.

 Without their passion and support, this 
exhibition would not have been able to be 
so special.
 Thanks also to Herald graphic artist 
Sandra Harms for designing our posters 
and to John Mitchinson and Melanie Pree 
for their help in hanging the works.
 We are grateful to the Toodyay Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry for incorporating 
this event into its annual Stirling Terrace 
Christmas street party on Friday December 
4.
 And finally thanks also to my husband 
Dennis for his patient understanding and 
enthusiasm for this event and to all of you 
for coming along to enjoy the art.
 The Children’s Art Exhibition will run 
until 4pm on Sunday December 6.

Kids’ art on show at gallery
Margaret Sommerville with a drawing by five-year-old Millicent Driscoll. 

health and the environment if bauxite mining 
is allowed.
 Mr Tallentire acknowledged the concerns 
and said he too had lived in Gidgegannup for 
many years and fully understood what local 
residents were saying about the impact on 
their lifestyle and dependence on rainwater. 
 Those who attended the rally said they 
were also concerned about rainwater 
contamination, groundwater depletion 
and dust, light and noise impacts in their 
immediate area, as well as destruction of 
natural environment.
 The group consensus was that no-one 
expected to be living next to a bauxite mine 
and they were fully committed to opposing 
the mining proponents and raising awareness 
about the negative impacts of open-cut 
bauxite mining in their areas.
 For many AHMAG supporters, it was the 
first time that they had sat in the Parliament 
House public gallery to observe proceedings 
and see their petition presented.
 Mr Tallentire informed the group prior to 
the official handover that the petition would 
be tabled soon after the official handover.
 “It will be prayers and your petition will 
be first up,” he said.
 By the time the group disposed of their 
protest placards and reassembled to enter 
Parliament House by the side door, the clock 
was ticking.
 Admittance to the public gallery is like  
going through full airport security with bags 
and bodies screened and receipts issued 
for possessions – many failed to reach the 
gallery in time to see their petition tabled.
 Morangup electrician and ambulance 
volunteer Brian Allen and his wife Keiko 
did get to the gallery to see Mr Tallentire’s 
formal presentation to Parliament.
 “Many people have worked hard for 
more than a year to collect these signatures 
and it’s rewarding to see our hard work 
acknowledged,” Mr Allen said. 
 “It is a long haul but it’s worth doing to 
protect our environment and lifestyle.”
See AHMAG column Page 19.

Protesters say mining 
now an election issue

Do you or someone  
you know have a problem 
with drugs or alcohol

Help is available.

Find out more at ancd.org.au
TREATMENT CAN HELP.

AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL COUNCIL ON DRUGS
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Toodyay Historical Society
Robyn Taylor, President

CONTINUING on the theme of how 
connected a tiny rural town like Toodyay 
can be to wider world events:
 I was interested to read in the 26 May 1858 
issue of the Perth Inquirer the names of 
some of Toodyay’s Pensioner Guards listed 
as subscribers to the Indian Relief Fund.
 The fund had been set up in England 
following the Indian Mutiny of 1857.
 Though not knowing the service record of 
our Pensioner Guards, many of those who 
came to WA with the convict transports had 
served in India with the British Army before 
being pensioned off.
 One of the subscribers to the fund was 
Owen Hackett whose cottage still stands in 
Stirling Terrace.
 On 13 November 1875 a major event 
occurred in Toodyay when the Ernest Giles 
Expedition reached Culham Homestead after 
an epic desert crossing from SA.
 It was the first time camels had been seen 
in the Swan River Colony and people came 
from all over the district to witness the 
spectacle.
 Photographers from Perth recorded the 
event and we have some amazing photos 
of the expedition with members of the 
Phillips family posing at the front of Culham 
Homestead.

 Inspired by the photograph, and Toodyay’s 
rich history, society member Greg Warburton 
with veteran of the 1996 Carnegie Centenary 
Expedition, Warri the camel, walked to 
Culham on November 13, exactly 140 years 
later to commemorate the event.
 Greg and Warri were joined by members 
Milton and Faye Baxter and with the three 
decked out in period costume they re-created 
the historic photograph by posing in the exact 
spot.
 After the photo shoot Warri and Greg re-
traced Giles’ steps in 40-degree heat into 
Newcastle and West Toodyay, finally arriving 
back home the next day.
 Giles, his men and 18 camels arrived in 
Perth to a hero’s welcome on November 19 
and early the following year set off again to 
re-cross the desert.
 Ernest Giles is a true giant of Australian 
exploration and proved beyond doubt that 
the key to successful Australian desert 
exploration was the camel.
 Greg extends his thanks to Robyn 
and Debbie of Culham (who are direct 
descendants of Squire Phillips) for their 
welcome and support for the event.
 A more prosaic event was our garage sale 
on Saturday November 14.
 This was a successful fundraiser in spite of 
the hot weather.
 Sundowner in the Wicklow Shearing Shed 
– without a fortune-teller’s glass ball, I’m 
sure we had a wonderful end of year party 

on the last Sunday of November.
 The committee would like to wish all our 
members a joyful festive season and may 
2016 bring every good wish and happiness 
to you and yours.
 We also thank the good folk at The Toodyay 
Herald for publishing our monthly column, 
and hope they enjoy a well-deserved respite 
over the holiday season.
 Our next general meeting will be at 7pm 
on Wednesday January 20 in Donegan’s 
Cottage, showgrounds.

(From left) Greg Warburton, and Milton and Faye Baxter with Warri the camel.

Walking in Giles’ footsteps in 40C heat

  A planning meeting is scheduled for 
February 7 at 2pm at member Linda’s home. 
Details will be sent out to members.
 For more information contact secretary 
Desrae Clarke, desraec@westnet.com.au 
or ring president Robyn Taylor on 9574 
2578, rdtaylor@iinet.net.au or member Beth 
Frayne, 9574 5971.
 Donegan’s Cottage (in the showgrounds) is 
open every Thursday, 1-3pm. Postal address: 
PO Box 32, Toodyay WA 6566. Membership 
is fantastic value at $10 a year.

Country Womens Association
Elizabeth Mansom

IN MID-NOVEMBER we went to York for 
lunch to celebrate CWA’s 90th birthday.
 Eight Toodyay members went along and 
enjoyed good food and great fun.
 We go to as many of these celebrations 
as possible to get ideas for our own 90th in 
2017.
 Everyone is busy preparing for the Street 
Party on Friday December 4.
 We thoroughly enjoyed ourselves last year 
and made $554 along the way.

 Do come and have a chat and perhaps pick 
up a small something for that hard-to-buy-for 
person.
 Our last formal meeting for 2015 will be 
held on November 22.
 On December 11 we plan to have Christmas 
lunch at the Wild Goose in Noble Falls 
Estate.
 Then in January we will hold an informal 
planning meeting to decide what functions 
and outings we’d like to hold or attend to 
ensure an even spread throughout the year.
 The AGM and first formal monthly 
meeting for 2016 will be on February 25.

 Glenys, who takes bookings for the hall, 
reports strong demand for timeslots next 
year.
 And please, if you are not going to use your 
regular timeslot in the hall, do let Glenys 
know for scheduling purposes.
 We would ask that people who use the hall 
pay special attention to the lights, locks and 
air conditioning.
 On more than one occasion, people arriving 
for a morning class have found lights and air 
conditioning left on.
 The hall has stood in Stirling Terrace since 
1937 so please help us care for it.

 We wish everyone a peaceful and joyful 
Christmas and hope 2016 brings you good 
health and happy times.
 We meet at 1.30pm on the fourth Thursday 
of the month in the CWA Hall next to the 
Garden Centre in Stirling Terrace.
 However, there will be no meetings this 
month or in January.
 There is plenty of parking in Charcoal Lane 
and disabled access from Charcoal Lane is 
on the side of the hall.
 People who wish to book the CWA Hall 
can phone  Glenys Clabaugh on 9574 5110 
or 0427 478 325.

Christmas lunch planned at new Wild Goose in Noble Falls

Litter pick-up raises $2065
Shelley Kingston

EARLY last month 65 people met at the 
Katrine carpark on the Northam-Toodyay 
Road and worked together to collect more 
than 413 bags of rubbish.
 It was our first collaborative litter pickup 
with the Shire of Northam and what a success 
it was.
 Once again we were blown away with 
the support. We had 35 registrations, which 
included our hard-working Tidy Towns 
committee, but on the day people kept 
coming and we doubled our numbers.
 We couldn’t even begin to thank everyone 
individually because it truly was a team effort 

from the support crew to the people who 
turned up to collect the litter.
 To everyone. You should be so proud and 
we hope you enjoyed the day and know that 
without you this entire event wouldn’t have 
been the success that it was.
 For those travelling the road, please 
appreciate the effort these volunteers have 
made to keep our community clean.
 To our sponsors, Keep Australia Beautiful 
Council, the Shire of Toodyay, Shire of 
Northam and the Toodyay and Districts 
Bendigo Community Bank and Northam 
agency thank you for coming on board.
 Volunteers nominated a community group 
of their choice and raised a total of $2065.

mailto:desraec@westnet.com.au
mailto:rdtaylor@iinet.net.au
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Bejoording Community News
The Badger

LAST MONTH’S comments about those 
white dots painted along the centre of the 
Toodyay -Bindi Bindi Road got the poor old 
Badger into trouble.
 For those who felt I implied the Bejoording 
community wasn’t interested in road safety I 
apologise, but most people saw the tongue-
in-cheek humour of the end of our claim to 
be ‘beyond the white line’.
 Having double checked with quite a few 
people that I didn’t offend them I was made 
aware of a road-safety issue that is very 
strongly felt in Bejoording.
 Apparently the junction of Bejoording 
Road with Sheen Road is a particular worry 
as the numerous large trucks exiting from 
Sheen Road, which has a gravel surface, drag 
large amounts of gravel onto the bitumen 
surface of the junction which also happens 
to be on a sweeping bend.
 It’s very easy to lose control on such a 
surface and most cars have to drop speed 
here even though there is no warning.
 I know there is supposed to be a regular 
clearing regime, but it would be so much 
simpler if the last few hundred metres of 
Sheen Road prior to the intersection were 
covered in bitumen.
 I’m told a similar problem exists at the 
intersection of Bejoording Road with Nunile 
Road even though the farmer whose property 
the trucks are leaving from regularly clears 
this junction himself.
 Again the same solution would apply and 
surely this would have more safety impact, 
and be a better use of funds, than white- 
lining a stretch of road where there are rarely 
any problems.
 A white line that doesn’t even complete 
the journey to Bolgart because of shire 
boundaries.

Women’s refuge
NOW to our drama. (See story page 1.)
 A recent development application to 
establish a ‘so-called women’s refuge’ in 
Seventh Road was poorly handled both by 
the shire and the developer/operator.
 I use the term ‘so-called women’s refuge’ 

carefully, because there were many questions 
raised about the type of people to be housed, 
the duration of their housing and, the 
backgrounds and reasons for them being 
there.
 It certainly didn’t fit the common perception 
of a refuge. To use common political 
parlance, it didn’t pass the pub test.
 It created a very strong backlash from 
the community who felt they had not been 
properly consulted by either the shire or the 
applicant, and there was a veil of secrecy 
over all shire deliberations which annoyed 
us all.
 So much so that 70 residents and land 
owners in our small family-oriented 
community submitted a petition to the shire 
for more consultation.
 A sizable number attended last month’s 
shire council meeting to ask questions which 
were closed down by Shire President David 
Dow on grounds of ‘confidentiality’.
 There was a high level of concern in the 
community about the whole operation, and 

as I write we have been advised that the 
development application was rejected at the 
November 24 council meeting.
 Nevertheless the applicants clearly intend 
to appeal the decision and I am pleased to 
say they have now offered to give a public 
briefing and Q & A opportunity to the 
Bejoording community.
 Shire officers and councillors should 
have been more sensitive and prepared for 
the inevitable outpouring of anger from 
the community when even considering 
such a controversial project without wider 
community consultation well in advance of 
their deliberations regarding approval.
 The community does not believe this 
project needed such secrecy which only 
inflamed their response.
 Hopefully a lesson has been learned. The 
shire and its elected councillors are after all 
there to serve all members of the community 
including the applicants.
 If we believe our interests are not their 
priority then there may be a stronger turn out 

at the next ballot box, and frequent letters to 
the editor of this newspaper.
 We should rejoice in the knowledge that we 
do at least have a professional and fearless 
newspaper that any other country area would 
be proud to have, and an editor who knows 
what he is doing.
 That enables us to write a column like this 
without opinions being edited.
 Your monthly reminder.  We meet every 
Wednesday evening (except in January) at 
the Bejoording Community Centre which 
shares premises with the local Volunteer 
Bush Fire Brigade in Bejoording Road. 
Come along from 6pm, and leave when it 
suits you.
 It’s strictly ‘come as you are’ casual, kids 
are welcome and there are fun events every 
month.
 If you aren’t yet a member, come along, 
we’d love to get to know you.
 If you want to know more you can contact 
President Barry Grey on 9574 2149, or call 
The Badger on 0414 250 484.
 Hope to see you soon.

Badger pays the price for white line fever

RSL Toodyay sub branch
Bruce Guthrie

THIS year’s Toodyay RSL Christmas 
function will be held from noon on Sunday 
December 6 in the Memorial Hall.
 We will honour all war widows and 
the widows of deceased members, and 
remember spouses, family and friends of 
those members who left us during 2015.
 Applications for Toodyay RSL’s 2016 
Sandakan Scholarship Tour are now in.
 President Peter Brennan chaired an 
interview panel last month.
 The panel included Shire President David 
Dow, Toodyay District High School Deputy 
Principal Kerry, Op Shop Chairperson Ina, 
Toodyay Districts Bendigo Community 
Bank manager Margaret and Lions president 
Andrew.

 Applicants are commended for the very 
high standard of their presentations.
 The winner will be announced at Toodyay 
District High School’s presentation night on 
Monday December 14.
 We wish to acknowledge significant 
community attendances at this year’s 
commemorative services which exceeded 
all expectations for the Anzac centenary.

New venue
NEXT year’s general meetings will be held 
at the Memorial Hall, starting at 2pm on 
Saturday February 6.
 We particularly remember our Australian 
men and women currently serving overseas.
 We wish all members, family and friends a 
wonderful Christmas and a very happy and 
prosperous New Year, and to those  presently 
unwell we wish you a speedy recovery.

Students impress in Sandakan 
Scholarship Tour interviews 

Steph Clarke

BOLGART’S Tristan Clarke has been 
elected to be one of 12 portfolio prefects 
at Perth’s prestigious Aquinas College next 
year.
 He will be Environment Prefect and Nunan 
boarding house leader for 2016.
 Tristan began studies at Bolgart Primary 
School and stayed there until Year 7 before 
boarding at Aquinas.
 Schooling at Bolgart prepared him 
well academically due to the one-on-one 
education and highly motivated staff.
 Senior students and staff at Aquinas elected 
him as a prefect after a written application 
and interview with his Year 11 Head and 
principal.
 Tristan is considering future university 
courses in economics, agribusiness or 
finance.

Bolgart boy elected 
Aquinas prefect
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Toodyay YouthCARE Council
Vivienne Freeman, Secretary 

ON OCTOBER 28 a morning tea was held 
at the school to say thank you to the many 
financial supporters of Toodyay District High 
School Chaplain, Robyn Sinclair.
 About 40 people attended and we were 
once again delighted to be served by the very 
able budding chefs of our school, the Yummy 
Chummies.
 The CEO of YouthCARE, Stanley Jeyaraj, 
Max Heath, Chairperson of Toodyay 
YouthCARE and our principal Tim Martin 
addressed the gathering with each thanking 
our local community for their much valued 
involvement in chaplaincy.
 Our final raffle for the year will be held on 
December 11 and 12 and there will be some 
great Christmas prizes.
 Our Toodyay YouthCARE Council would 
like to acknowledge and say thank you to 
the many community members and local 
businesses, including our Toodyay Shire, 
Toodyay Op Shop and the Lions Club who 
have again so generously supported our 
school chaplain, Robyn Sinclair.
 To the principal, teachers and staff of our 
Toodyay District High School we also say 
thank you for your support.
 As a council, we would also say a special 
thank you to our school chaplain, Robyn 
Sinclair.
 She has done a great job bringing the 
community into the school with the many 
outreach activities e.g. Mum’s and Dad’s 
breakfasts, the Drumbeat program, the Cadet 
Camp, a parenting program – On Becoming 
Childwise etc..
 The Drumbeat program involves the 
children playing 12 Djembe (African) drums.
 This teaches them cooperation, working 
together, living in harmony, learning on an 
emotional and feeling level, understanding 
identity and community.
 At the end of another busy year, we wish 
everyone a very safe, restful and happy 
Christmas season. Blessings to one and all.

Toodyay District High School 
Chaplain’s corner 

IT HAS BEEN a very busy last half of the 
year with many activities happening over 
the past weeks.
 The Year 8 girls are participating in the 
Shine program for girls as part of their Health 
Education understanding of  unit.
 The aim of the course is for each girl 
to develop an understanding of her own 
personal worth, strength and purpose and 
realise the potential within her to fulfil her 
desires.
 The program equips girls to identify 
themselves as valuable with much to 
contribute to society.
 It builds confidence and promotes 
understanding of girls’ intrinsic value and 
develops decision-making and problem-
solving skills. 
 Year 5 participated in the Drumbeat 
Program last term with Cassie, Carole -Anne, 
Lauren from Holyoake, Northam and myself.
 This term Year 6 students have been 
participating in the program.
 Lauren and I are now trained facilitators in 
the program and sessions are after recess to 
the lunchtime break.
 Drumbeat engages participants, builds 
social skills, increases self-esteem and 
explores connections between making music 
together as a group and the development of 
healthy relationships.
 Each session focuses on different 
relationship themes such as identity and 
social responsibility, values, dealing 

with emotions, peer pressure, harmony 
communication and teamwork.
 The program concludes with a performance.
 The YouthCare Council has kindly 
purchased Djembe drums for the students 
at the school to use.
 This means that fewer drums will be 
needed to be obtained from other agencies.
 It also allows small group participation 
within the school at any time.
 I am currently doing a Drumbeat group 
after school for Aboriginal students who 
are interested, and also have a wonderful 
grandad coming in to lend a helping hand.
 Thanks so much Billy, your help is really 
appreciated.
 A mums’ and children’s breakfast was held 
as well as a morning tea for mums and carers 
at which guest speaker, Karen Hansen, from 
the Cancer Council attended.
 It was an enjoyable and informative 
morning.
 The purpose of these get-togethers is to 
enable a space and time for mums to come 
and chat as well as time to have time out for 
themselves and hopefully be rejuvenated and 
inspired.
 An On Becoming Childwise program was 
held last term each Wednesday morning.
 This course provided parents with a 
pathway to influencing and raising 
emotionally balanced, intellectually assertive 
and, morally sensible children.
 It is a program specifically geared around 
primary-aged children but is thought 
provoking for parents of older children as 
well.

 The  lovely group of mothers who attended 
offered lots of support and friendly advice 
for each other over morning tea.
 Thanks ladies for being such a wonderful 
caring group.
 There is currently a group of mothers 
attending an engaging-adolescents program 
of children aged 10 years and upwards run 
by Parenting WA (Wheatbelt).
 Tuning into Teens will be offered. in 2016.
 This course provides parents with a greater 
understanding of their teens’ emotional 
experiences while teaching specific skills that 
can assist in being supportive, empathetic 
and staying connected with the young 
person.
 As a mother and now a grandmother I am 
passionate about being supportive of any 
program that can help parents in today’s 
ever-changing world.
 There are many social pressures on 
teenagers and parents today which were 
not around years ago and there is the added 
dimension of technology which must surely 
be concerning for parents.
 This is why I believe it is important to 
encourage parents to participate in courses 
as they offer invaluable support, skills and 
strategies to help parents become better 
parents.
 Hopefully Triple P will also be held for 
parents in the New Year.
 Dates to put in the 2016 diary:

• Friday, February 26 –  Dads’ and 
Children’s Breakfast;

• Wednesday February 17 – Tuning Into 
Teens (1-3pm and 7-9pm).

Shine helps schoolgirls develop 
understanding of personal worth 

Toodyay beats 
a big drum for 

school chaplain

Toodyay Miniature Railway
June Eastwood, Secretary

ALTHOUGH our last run day was conducted 
in the heat we still carried more than 80 
passengers on the day and we comforted 
ourselves with the thought it would have 
been 80 disappointed riders had we not 
opened the railway.
 One three-year-old was completely 
entranced and his proud Dad told us his son 
had shown a distinct preference for pictures 
of Thomas and friends from the age of six 
months.
 Obviously Dad had read him all the stories 
and they avidly discussed our Thomas and 
Tank posters.
 After about 45 minutes and a couple of 
rides the parents wanted to move on but the 
little boy was distraught and pleaded to be 
left to watch.
 The last we heard the little fellow was still 
crying bitterly as he was carried off to their 
vehicle.
 It is not the first time we have encountered 
such a compelling fascination – something 
that does not lessen with the years as 
evidenced by the age of our members.
 Also appearing at the train was an 
Adventure Bear who had to be photographed 
riding the train, sitting on the engine etc. all 
ready to go back to class on Monday with 
evidence of his grand adventure to Toodyay.
 Some exciting news from the author of 
Shandy Makes New Friends. This story 
introduces all the other Toodyay engines and 
their adventures as they take the children 
riding along the banks of the Avon River. We 
hope to have the books in Toodyay by early 
December so please keep them in mind for 
the Xmas stockings.
 We welcome another new member, Ulf 
Maass, and believe the reason he could not 
join us Sunday was a hospital stint. All the 
best Ulf for a speedy recovery.
 Phil is doing very well with his handy 
recruits from the Men’s Shed.
 The railway is now officially in recess until 
Easter Saturday but there is plenty to do in 
the off season.
 Graham has started the ball rolling with a 
magnificent paint job on the railway tunnel. 
If you haven’t noticed, it will be because it 
now blends in so perfectly with its green bush 
surrounds.
 Rolling stock also needs sprucing up and 
track work is to be undertaken to allow a 
smooth ride.
 A big thank you to The Herald for 
publishing our column and best wishes to 

all for a safe and happy Christmas season.
 About nine years ago a lady named Joan 
Thomas and her grandchildren were visiting 
the Toodyay Miniature Railway.
 Vandals had managed to derail Stan 
Eastwood’s steam engine ‘Shandy’ which 
ended up damaged and on its side beside the 
track.
 The children were most upset and asked 
their grandmother to write about the day.
 The result was a children’s picture book 
called Shandy’s Adventure at Turtle Crossing 
which we began selling in February 2010. 
Unfortunately it’s sold out.
 Joan will be revisiting Toodyay on Saturday 
December 5 to launch the sequel called 
Shandy Makes New Friends.
 This story includes all our current engines 
and their ‘adventures’ as they take children 
for rides along the banks of the Avon River.
 The books will sell at $15 and be available 
from our stall in Federation Square 8am to 
3pm on Saturday December 5.
 On Sunday December 6 we will be in the 

alcove at IGA from 9am to 4pm.
 Please support our Miniature Railway by 
purchasing a copy of this book and help 
tourism for Toodyay into the bargain.

Bear goes gaga over choo-choos

First Steps Montessori Playgroup
Lauren Cotter

FIRST STEPS Montessori Playgroup has 
had a great start to term four with past 
coordinator Felicity Brown re-joining the 
committee to help oversee the playgroup.
 Following a recent article printed in The 
Toodyay Herald the community group has 
had a good response from new local families 
and past members interested in joining.
 Previous First Steps Montessori Playgroup 
Treasurer Naomi Gillet has also re-
joined the team to help the group run its 
playgroup sessions and develop fundraising 
opportunities.

Montessori playgroup back on track
 The playgroup has decided to run sessions 
on a Wednesday morning instead of a 
Monday.
 The playgroup still runs from the Toodyay 
Community Resource Centre Playgroup 
room at the same time of 9.30 to 11.30am.
 This term the Wednesday morning sessions 
have focused on developing early learning 
opportunities through the use of the group’s 
extensive Montessori equipment.
 The playgroup is seeking enrolments for 
the rest of term four and the 2016 program.
 Families interested in coming to view a 
session and learn more about Montessori 
early childhood education are welcome.
 More details:  Lauren Cotter 0418 913 070.
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16 Stirling Tce TOODYAY  
 Phone   9574 2062

Opening Hours - Monday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday 9 - 5pm
Sunday and Public Holidays 10 - 5pm
   CLOSED TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY

Seasons 
Greetings

We would sincerely like to express our gratitude for the loyal 
support and fun times our customers from Toodyay and 

surrounding districts have once again given us. 
We wish you all a safe and happy Christmas and look 

forward to seeing you all in the New Year.

Open Christmas week Mon 21st - Wed 23rd 9am to 5pm,
Thurs 9am til Noon

Closed Christmas Day through to Friday 1st January 2016. 
Re-open Saturday 2nd January 2016

Lyn and Andrew

Probus Club of Toodyay
Joan Bath

THE DINING area at the Freemasons Hotel 
once again provided an excellent venue for 
last month’s meeting and our guest speaker’s 
presentation.
 After the meeting John Smart introduced 
Greg Warburton, Reserves Manager for the 
shire with responsibility for approximately 
2500ha of reserves and road verges.
 He is also an award-winning artist and 
holds an MA.
 Greg gave a fascinating talk titled Buckland 
to Bungalbin, 1861 to 2014, In the Footsteps 
of Toodyay’s Explorers for Conservation.
 He introduced us to many of the people 
with strong links to Toodyay who helped 
shape the history of WA.
 On July 3 1861 – much the same time as 
Burke and Wills were perishing at Coopers 
Creek – a party set off from Buckland House 
to find suitable land for grazing to the east.
 Their route to the Aurora and Helena 
Ranges (Bungalbin) followed what is now 
better known as the Great Eastern Highway 
and turned north somewhere about Westonia.
 To raise awareness of the proposal to 
mine the Bungalbin area, Greg re-enacted 
the expedition pushing or pulling a trolley 

Monika Zechetmayr

WHILE pursuing a career as a scientist, I 
started to paint for stress relief.
 I approach my art work from a scientific 
and intuitive perspective.
 From 1985 until today my achievements 
include several awards and solo and group 
exhibitions overseas and in Australia.
 My artworks are now in India, Thailand, 
HongKong, Norway, Switzerland, Spain, 
UK, USA, Germany, Australia, Canada, 
the Philippines and also Australia.
 At the 2015 Melville Community Arts 
Association Annual Arts Awards, my 
painting The Purple River (left) won second 
prize.
 It is an aerial view of an imaginary 
outback river in flow.
 Having lived for five years in Carnarvon 
and having flown over the remote WA areas 
(and camped as well), I have been inspired 
by the beauty of this marvellous land, its 
colours and shapes.
 This painting is one of the results of this 
appreciation of our landscape.

Outback inspires 
prize-winning art

made from parts salvaged from the excellent 
Toodyay recycling centre.
 He followed the expedition’s detailed (but 
inaccurate) map which recorded many plant 
and animal species now either extinct or 
extremely rare.
 Our first roadside clean-up is on Monday 
December 7, starting at 7am.
 Meet at the corner of Julimar and Coondle 
West Road; bring water, hat, sunscreen, 
gloves and a high-vis vest if you have one.
 For further details contact Peter Healy 9574 
4778.
 Our Christmas Party will be held at The 
Freemasons on Tuesday December 8.
 Definite numbers are needed so please 
contact Frank Taylor on 0417 983 758.
 Our next meeting will be held before the 
Christmas party at 6pm.
 Anyone interested in joining Probus 
can contact the president Peter Healy on 
95744778 or for membership contact John 
Smart on 95742339. See you there.

Greg recounts epic walk 
for conservation 

A busy and festive time ahead
The Toodyay Singers

TOODYAY prides itself on being a tight-knit 
and inter-active community.
 For the Toodyay Singers this is clearly 
demonstrated by our close involvement with 
Toodyay RSL.
 For a number of years now we have been 
a part of their Remembrance Day Ceremony 
and have sung the anthems and a couple of 
other songs.
 The RSL are pleased that we usually resort 
to the wistful tunes Lest We Forget and 
Requiem For A Soldier.
 The sentiment of Remembrance Day and 
of those who join in honouring the men and 
women who fought in WWI and later wars 
is poignantly expressed in these lyrics from 
Requiem For A Soldier.
I wish you’d lived to see
All you gave to me
Your shining dream of hope and love
Life and liberty

 The occasion always ends on a celebratory 
note as the RSL members and singers join 
forces in a round of drinks at the Vic.
 Now as the year draws to a close, the 
Toodyay Singers happily find themselves 
busier than ever preparing for engagements 
at various Christmas festivities.
 You will find us carolling away at the 
Street Christmas Party on Friday evening 
December 4 near the old post office.
 A mix of traditional carols and Christmas 
songs is guaranteed to put everyone in the 
Christmas spirit.
 You can be sure that there will be tunes that 
young and old recognise.
 Anyone for Jingle Bells with an Aussie 
twist to it?
 For the first time the Singers are joining the 
Baptist Church singing group in leading the 
carols for Carols by Candlelight on Sunday 
20 December.

 Rehearsals so far have been most enjoyable 
and it’s been fantastic to work with Trish 
Young in her role as musical director.
 On the agenda is our yearly visit to 
Northam Hospital when we don Santa hats 
and flashing earrings – well the guys do tend 
to go for badges – and roam around the wards 
singing carols.
 We often get requests for favourites and 
happily oblige.
 The singing year ends for us with the AGM 
followed by a wind-up to be held at Sofia’s.
 We are assured that staff will not be 
surprised if we sing for our supper. It’s worth 
a try, one might say.
 The Toodyay Singers takes a two-month 
recess over January and February.  
 We will be meeting again in March on 
Thursday evenings.
 For further information, contact Margaret 
on 9574 2183.

The Toodyay Singers. Photo Brian Chambers.

Tight-knit community bound in song

Toodyay Music Club 
Jenny Edgecombe

THEME meetings continue to be popular, 
prompting members to explore new songs  
and revisit old favourites.
 This month we tried our wings on ‘birds’, 
thankful that the hall’s air conditioning 
ensured a good turnout of performers and 
audience on a 41-degree day.
 There were beautiful harmonies in La 
Paloma Blanca sung by Peter, Moya, Eileen 
and Maurice.
 Everyone is now looking forward to more 
duets from Eileen and Moya after hearing 
their super version of Mockingbird Hill.
 The more unusual offerings included 
Peter’s Bronx Birdwatcher and A Burn-up 
with a Bird up on my Bike, and who could 
overlook Joe’s Persecuting Pigeons in 
Trafalgar Square.
 Spencer trialled an intriguing guitar stand 

he had built to enable him to play without 
aggravating a problem shoulder for his 
dramatic presentation of Horses and Eagles.
 Meanwhile, Maurice was experimenting 
(successfully) with new techniques on the 
ukulele in Birds of a Feather.
 Brian’s contribution included a bouncy 
Red, Red Robin and the pensive Close to 
You, while Jenny threw in A Swallow Song, 
which was originally written for Joan Baez.
 It was a great afternoon’s entertainment, 
boosted by lots of laughter and conversation 
over afternoon tea.
 The December meeting will have the usual 
holiday season flavour before our usual break 
in January.
 The next theme meeting will be in February 
– ‘attire’. Any musical genre welcome, so 
long as it is acoustic.
 Next Meeting: Saturday December 12, 
1-4pm, CWA Hall.
 For more details call Joe on 0400862694.

Bird night soars with Persecuting 
Pigeons in Trafalgar Square 
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Get Ready For Summer 

Your local Air Conditioning specialists 
244 Fitzgerald St, Northam - 9622 5044 

www.cdaair.com 

With summer approaching, have your Air Conditioner serviced so it will work when 
you need it.  Or if you are thinking about a new one, come see us or call for an in-

home quote. 

TOODYAY Baptist Church volunteer Trev Street pours soft drinks for last year’s ‘Open 
House Christmas Lunch’, which will be held again this year on Christmas Day for local 
people who may be away from family and friends. The free December 25 lunch from 
11.30am to 2pm at 18 Stirling Terrace (next to the Emporium) will include Christmas 
turkey and ham, home-cooked treats, dessert, token gifts and possibly games. “It’s a time 
to celebrate the birth of Christ and is our gift of love to the town,” Mr Street said. People 
wanting to book places for the Toodyay Baptist Church-hosted lunch should call 0427 387 
794 by Friday December 11.

Toodyay Community Bus
Di Roberts

WELCOME to the December column of the 
Cheeky Bus and the last for the year of 2015.
 Firstly, the clean-up from Toodyay Road 
to Northam Road.
 We did it well – the bus was used as a 
shuttle bus for the most wonderful people 
who turned out to pick up 410 orange plastic 
bags of litter.
 One could not have imagined that mound 
of absolute ‘junk’.
 Sincere thanks must go to Shelley, Greg, 
Peter and the team who worked so hard to 
put this event together.
 It was achieved with so many wonderful 
people who gave up their time and turned up 
to help on the Sunday – age didn’t matter.
 But the friendship did, with a luscious 

lunch provided afterwards and time to 
share great thoughts about the environment, 
keeping our roads clean and our community 
safe.
 I suppose after this exercise one must 
reflect upon how important it is to be part of 
the community in which we live.
 Our community is ageing day by day and 
we may not be aware of who or what is 
needed to keep the community in a pristine 
condition.
 You need to let us know what is important 
to you and how we can help in any way.
 I feel that there are many folk in our 
community who may be lonely or just want 
to share with someone but don’t know how 
to go about communicating.
 Well this is the Cheeky Bus talking, “come 
one, come all, let me share a special time with 
you, and take a ride to an adventure that you 

The Crooked Needle
Heather Wright

THIS MONTH sees us bring to a close yet 
another year of fun and frivolity.
 Our ever-growing group continues to 
provide an enjoyable morning of craft, 
laughter and friendship.
 After watching the television news tonight 
and having 21 minutes of sad stories and 
events being broadcast before we even heard 
a half decent story, I for one welcome the 
delight my Friday morning brings.
 It was lovely to see Pat back for a short 
visit and Chris called in promising that we 
will see her happy face more next year.
 It is lovely how people can come and go 
and still feel like part of the group.
 We recognise the devastation that fire has 
brought to the Esperance district and have 
donated a significant amount to the Lord 
Mayor’s Appeal.
 We really hope that this will be the last for 
the summer but I guess in reality that won’t 
be so.

Toodyay Spinners
Ange Sturman

AT THE END of November some of our 
members went to a Spin-in in Albany.
 We met with old friends and made new 
ones and I will tell you more about this trip 
in the February issue.
 Last month one of our members, Gail 
Williams, went to the Albany show and took 
three of her alpacas to be judged.
 There are several stages to the judging. 
Those that have won firsts in their individual 
sections are compared and an overall 
champion is chosen.
 One of Gail’s alpacas was runner up 
(Reserve Champion to the Supreme).
 While she was at the alpaca enclosure 

Prince Charles arrived with a group of 
dignitaries and Gail was able to take some 
nice photos.
 The photo shows Prince Charles with 
the two Supreme Alpacas of the Albany 
Alpaca Show along with their owners, the 
show judge, the President of the Albany 
Agricultural Society and the convenor of the 
Alpaca Show.
 Prince Charles had watched the sheep 
shearing while his wife Camilla, Duchess 
of Cornwall, spent time watching the horse 
events.
 Gail thought the alpaca part of the Albany 
show was great but, in general, that she 
enjoyed the Toodyay Show more.
 Our Spinning Group meets every 
Wednesday from 9am to noon, and every 
third Saturday of the month (also from 
9am to noon) at Parker’s Cottage in the 
showgrounds.
 The felting group now meets on the second 
Monday each month from noon to 3pm also 
at Parker’s Cottage.
 For information about the felting group 
contact Jenny Cornwall on 9574 5978.
 For further information on our group please 
contact secretary Heather Jones on 0407 287 
002 or president Judy Mackie on 9574 4421.
 New members are most welcome – no 
experience necessary.

Craft offers respite in turbulent times
 Please, please, take care this summer.
 Our crafty ladies continue to support the 
local community by holding a stall at the 
local markets.
 Despite a hot day, Gail, Annette and Glynn 
all enjoyed the outing with our new member, 
Sheila, selling several cute, knitted toys.
 Remember ladies we have our Christmas 
luncheon on December 18.
 We all bring a plate to share and Jan would 
appreciate you letting her know what you are 
likely to bring.
 Also a small handmade gift for our Secret 
Santa adds much fun to our day.
 As we are in a new venue, craft can 
continue over the summer months.
 If our hands get too sweaty we can use our 
mouths instead.
 To our members, their families and the 
wider Toodyay community we wish you a 
wonderful, safe and happy Festive Season.
 May your Christmas be merry and your 
New Year be filled with hope and happiness.
 We look forward to working with everyone 
again in 2016..

Cheeky Bus fronts up for litter duty
may never have had before”.
 If you need an opportunity to be with other 
folks, to care and share with them, perhaps 
a talk and tea or coffee, why don’t you give 
me a ring.
 Recently, when a family ventured from 
Fremantle to Toodyay they said they had the 
greatest time, with the smoothest ride on the 
Avon Link, friendship from the town folk and 
of course visiting the Christmas Shop where 
Sean made them feel so very welcome.
 What does this say – our town is special, 
giving out fantastic friendship.
 Seniors Week was a fabulous day with a 
full bus.
 Many thanks to driver Jeff for his enjoyable 
driving.
 We ventured forth for a ‘Day at the Ocean’ 
at Hillarys Harbour.
 The weather was superb, the company was 

more than superb – overall a great day with 
fun lucky dips and door prize with chokkies 
thrown in, on the way home.
 The comments were – can we please do 
this again, it’s so much fun.
 Dear folks, Christmas is upon us again.
 Time for the Cheeky Bus to have a pleasant 
respite for a few weeks, but to those who 
have ventured forth in 2015, on behalf of 
the committee many, many thanks for your 
patronage, your friendship and the affection 
you have shown. 
 We look forward to seeing you next year. 
 Also, many thanks to all who have 
participated in our year and special thanks 
to the committee, especially Jeff and to Cr 
David Dow who has shown such enthusiasm 
for keeping the bus going.
 We wish you all a happy and safe festive 
season and a wonderful New Year.

Gail shoots a right royal snap

Open House for local Christmas Day lunch


