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MP slams landfill debacle

Michael Sinclair-Jones

LOCAL WA Nationals MP Paul Brown
has launched a scathing attack on the State
Government for allowing Toodyay to be
targeted as a major new Perth-rubbish dump.
He branded as “ludicrous” a shock decision
in August to allow 1.5 million tonnes of
putrescible Perth waste to be dumped in
Hoddys Well over the next 10-12 years.
“The problem here is that the State
Government has no strategy whatsoever to
deal with waste outside of Perth,” Mr Brown
said.
“The minister (WA Environment Minister
Albert Jacob) has created a void that is
allowing this to happen.
“If this was happening in Perth, it would
not be acceptable.”
Opponents fear big volumes of rotting
Perth garbage will pollute local waters that
feed into the Avon River and put hundreds
more heavy trucks on Toodyay Road –
already one of WA’s worst for road traffic
fatalities and serious injuries.
Nine appeals have been lodged against a
WA Department of Environment Regulation
(DER) decision to allow a disused Chitty
Road clay pit to be used as a major new
metropolitan waste dump.
The appeals cannot reverse the decision but
seek tougher conditions to cause tip operator
Opal Vale Pty Ltd to abandon its plans and
look elsewhere.
Local opposition has so far cost more
than $120,000 in community and Shire of
Toodyay ratepayer funds.
The WA Office of the Appeals Convenor has
60 days in which to make a recommendation
to Mr Jacob but is first getting further advice
from the DER.
Mr Brown said it was laughable that the
DER had approved the site without needing
to consider the effect of hundreds more heavy
trucks on Toodyay Road.
“The trouble is that government
departments don’t talk to each other,” he
said.
“I have no confidence in the DER’s ability
to give these sites a proper risk assessment
that enables community fears to be allayed.
“Information I continually receive leads me
to believe the DER does not have adequate
capacity, staff or resources to assess landfill
applications independently.
“They’re leaving it to landfill companies
and saying ‘let them figure it out and hope we
don’t have to deal with any problems later’.
“We can’t allow private landfill companies
to pick and choose what they think are
appropriate places to dump rubbish.
“My view is that the Toodyay site should
never have been approved – any sites in the
Avon arc are inappropriate.
“The only person who can stop it now is
the minister.
“I will tell him what’s happening is
absolutely preposterous when we resume
parliament this month.
“The minister is responsible for all such
decisions and I encourage everyone to phone,
email and write to him* to make him aware
how strongly people feel.”
*Mr Jacob can be contacted on 6552 5800,
Minister.Jacob@dpc.wa.gov.au and 12th
Floor, Dumas House, 2 Havelock Street, West
Perth WA 6005.
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Some of the finalists in the Toodyay Picnic Race Day Fashions in the Field contest.

3000 punters celebrate race club’s 150th birthday
FINE weather and a tight
finish in the feature event
provided fun, excitement
and entertainment for 3000
picnic race day punters at last
month’s 150th anniversary
of the Toodyay Race Club.
The Toodyay Cup was
won by I’m a Bluebagger
ridden by Troy Turner from
Frangipani Monster, ridden
by Takahide Ikenushi.

Race organisers described
the day as “hugely
successful” with a TAB
Tote turnover of $129,000
plus bookies’ bets.
Several buses and a special
AvonLink passenger train
brought punters from Perth
to help join the Toodyay
Race Club’s 150th year
celebrations.
It included presentation

of a $5000 Community
TAB cheque to Toodyay
volunteer organisations who
helped support the event.
The day featured Fashions
in the Field, a footy club
Dash for Cash over 100m,
a new toy hobby-horse race
for mothers and children and
a show by Perth band Peace,
Love and All That Stuff.
More pictures Pages 16, 27

Newcomers line up to contest
every seat in shire elections
Michael Sinclair-Jones
A PROFESSIONAL ballroom dancer,
a former ABC Radio producer and the
WA general manager of a national health
advocacy group are among 12 candidates
vying for five council seats at the Shire of
Toodyay elections on Saturday October 17.
Seven candidates are newcomers, raising
the possibility that the next nine-member
council could see a majority of new faces.
It’s a dramatic turn-around from the last
shire polls in 2013, when there was only
one genuinely contested election and three
councillors were elected unopposed.
Much interest centres this year on a threeway contest in the shire’s East Ward where
Cr Chris Firns has switched from West Ward
to challenge Shire Deputy President Bethan
Lloyd, who stood unopposed in 2011.
It follows Cr Firns’ complaint to Toodyay

Get off the phone
Page 6

police that he was allegedly assaulted by Cr
Lloyd in the council chamber moments after
the July meeting.
As reported in last month’s Herald, police
have taken sworn statements from witnesses
and say investigations are continuing.
Cr Lloyd is a former Landcare support
officer who now works privately in the
environment field.
Cr Firns works in the building industry and
holds a Bachelor of Commerce Degree with
double majors in accounting and corporate
administration.
His ward switch means that at least one of
the pair will be defeated in the contest for a
single vacancy.
The third East Ward contender is former
720 ABC Morning Show producer Kate
Wood who at 34 is by far the youngest of all
12 candidates, whose average age is 56.
Continued Page 5, Editorial Page 6
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Please note our email addresses
is a monthly community paper that welcomes contributions of letters, articles and
photographs from all members of the community. Contributions via email or on
flash drive are preferred. There is no charge for articles that appear in the paper.
Deadlines for the next edition are listed below with the paper on the streets in the first
week of each month except in January when there is no edition.
All advertising should be emailed to advertising@toodyayherald.com.au. Editorial
contributions and photographs should be emailed to news@toodyayherald.com.au.
Photographs for publication should be at least 500kb in file size to ensure quality
reproduction in the newspaper.
SUBSCRIPTIONS
Subscriptions are $2.50 per issue (postage and packaging) or $25 per year (11 issues).
Please send a cheque for the number issues required to PO Box 100, Toodyay 6566.
MEMBERSHIP
Membership of The Toodyay Herald is available to Shire of Toodyay residents at $10
per financial year, with members entitled to free advertising worth $15 annually. Please
send your name, phone number and residential, postal and email address with your
membership fee to PO Box 100, Toodyay 6566 or leave it at 92B Stirling Terrace.
Readers living outside the Shire are not eligible for membership but are invited to
become a ‘Friend of the Herald’ for $10 per year.
COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT
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Dave Mustchin
Vice President: Peter Robinson
Secretary:
Heather Appleby
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Beth Ruthven
Members:
Bill Manning, Sandra Harms,
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ADVERTISING
Sandra Harms: 9572 9061 or
		
0475 590 025
advertising@toodyayherald.com.au
ACCOUNTS
Natalie Prowse: 0429 896 860
accounts@toodyayherald.com.au
NEWS & GENERAL INQUIRIES
9574 2106
news@toodyayherald.com.au

DISTRIBUTION
The Toodyay Herald has a distribution of 4250 copies, with 2800 copies delivered
monthly to PO boxes and letter boxes in Toodyay, Morangup and Bolgart. Copies are
also available at roadhouses and businesses in Toodyay, Northam and York and Clackline
General Store, Bakers Hill Newsagency, Gidgegannup Newsagency and Wundowie.
Web address: www.toodyayherald.com.au.

Printed by Rural Press
THANK YOU

Many thanks to the volunteers who helped produce this edition of The Toodyay Herald:
Richard Grant, Peter Ruthven, Beth Ruthven, Sue Manning, Guido Verschoor, Jan
Manning, Peter Robinson, Sandra Harms, Roger Simms, Ieva Tomsons, Desraé Clarke
and Maree Lewis.

ADVERTISING

ADVERTISING RATES
The cost of a casual display advertisement
is $4.30 (inc. GST) per column cm (NB
Column width is 61.5mm.)
Full Page: Mono - $592; Colour - $643.50.
Setup size: 260mm wide by 400mm deep.
Half Page:Mono - $296; Colour - $347.50.
Setup size: 260mm wide by 195mm deep.
Quarter Page:Mono - $148; Col. - $199.50.
Setup size: 127.5mm wide by 195mm deep.
Page Nomination Loading: Front page 100%, Back page - 50%, Centre pages / Page
3 - 25%, other pages - 10% (based on mono
price and inc. GST)
Colour advertisements of a size not listed
above incur a $51.50 surcharge with the
exception of the Trades and Services section.
A one-off setup fee (artwork fee) will be
charged for advertisements which are not
print ready. Advertisers, please supply a
postal address for accounting purposes and
the number of issues in which you would
like your advertisement to be included.

Accounts are issued every month with
payment required within 30 days. Payment
may be made by post, EFT transfer or at the
Herald offices.
Specifications
Print-ready material is required to be
supplied at a minimum resolution of 200
pixels per inch at the size the advertisemant
is to be printed, eg full-page, half-page etc.
Trades and Services
Single advertisement in colour (including
initial artwork): $25.
Setup size: 61.5mm x 60mm deep.
Double advertisement in colour (including
initial artwork): $50.
Setup size: 127.5mm x 60mm deep
Classified Advertisements
$6.50 for 20 words; $2.50 per subsequent
20 words.
Payment must be submitted on placement.
Public Notices
$6.50 for 20 words; $2.50 per subsequent
20 words.
Payment must be submitted on placement.

INDEMNITY AND WARRANTY
Advertisers and/or advertising agencies upon and by lodging material with The Toodyay Herald for publication or
authorising or approving of the publication of any material, INDEMNIFY The Toodyay Herald Inc. against all
claims, demands, proceedings, costs, expenses, damages, awards, judgements and any other liability whatsoever
wholly or partially arising directly or indirectly in connection with the publication of the material, and without
limiting the generality of the foregoing, indemnify The Toodyay Herald Inc. in relation to defamation, libel,
slander of title, infringement of copyright, infringement of trade marks or names of publication titles, unfair
competition, breach of trade practices or fair trading legislation, violation of rights of privacy or confidential
information or licenses or royalty rights or other intellectual property rights AND WARRANT that the material
complies with all relevant laws and regulations and that its publication will not give rise to any claims against
or liabilities to The Toodyay Herald Inc., and without limiting the generality of the foregoing, that nothing
therein is in breach of the Trade Practices Act 1974 or the Copyright Act 1968 or the Fair Trading Act 1987 or
the defamation, consumer protection and sale of goods legislation of the States and Territories or infringes the
rights of any person.
The Toodyay Herald accepts no responsibility or liability in relation to any loss due to the failure of an
advertisement to appear according to instructions. The positioning or placing of an advertisement is at the discretion
of the Editor.

Advertising: advertising@toodyayherald.com.au
Articles and stories: news@toodyayherald.com.au

Ol’ Blind Joe
The captain’s call

Ol’ Blind Joe
Stirling Hamilton
Knowledge is power, and black ink runs

through its veins.
French emperor Napoleon Bonaparte
said four hostile newspapers are more to
be feared than a thousand bayonets.
Early in the Middle Ages, clergymen and
monks of the Roman Catholic Church were
the most educated members of society –
even the noble classes and most kings were
unable to read and write.
Church services were conducted in Latin,
commoners were forbidden from reading
the Bible and it was illegal to translate it
into local languages.
When Johannes Gutenberg invented the
printing press in the 15th century it resulted
in a rapid increase in literacy which
permanently altered the structure of society
and loosened the Church’s stranglehold on
everyday life.
Newsletters and books played a key role
in the development of the Renaissance,
Reformation and Age of Enlightenment.
The printed word initiated an information
revolution on par with the Internet today.
By the time the first drop of rum was spilled
in Botany Bay in 1770, the number of
newspapers published in London alone had
increased to 50 and 120 bookshops were
flourishing.

Free speech

Conversation, debate, and dialogue lie at
the heart of a democracy.
It was our ancestors’ intention that the
separation of powers and access to free
information would prevent any group, be
it government, church or business, from
exerting undue power over society.
Journalists are obliged to tell the truth
and serve as an independent monitor of
powerful individuals and institutions
within society.
They provide ordinary citizens with
reliable information through the disciplines
of verification, accuracy and fairness.
However, the past century has been
characterised by a concentration of
newspaper ownership through mergers and
acquisitions.
Two owners (News and Fairfax)
accounted for 86 per cent of all newspaper
sales in Australia in 2011, and two other
owners make up the rest.
An independent inquiry by Federal
Court Judge Raymond Finkelstein in
2012 described the Australian media as
“too concentrated in ownership, biased,
vindictive, sloppy and at times unethical
in its coverage of people and events”.
The big boys in the media have huge
power over elections.
The team they prefer gets glowing
coverage while their political opponents
languish in the shadows or are dragged
through the mud and ridiculed.
Media owners achieve this by appointing
editors who understand all too well which
way the wind needs to blow to get their
bosses’ yacht into his preferred harbour.
Editorial independence requires that
editors are free to make decisions without
interference from media owners even if the
newspaper runs articles unpopular with its
advertisers or are critical of its ownership.
This time-honoured arrangement is
now an endangered species that for many
years has been hunted down and bought
or buried.
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Cast a vote

I urge you to vote at this year’s council
elections because your voice can help
make a difference – your locally elected
representatives won’t just ignore you like
the big end of town does.
Councillors put in hundreds of hours of
work and study and then have to attend
interminably boring meetings as a civic
duty.
They receive bugger-all money for their
suffering – if you’ve ever waded through
a council agenda and sat through an entire
meeting you’ll know what I mean.
Likewise, The Herald crew meets every
month, counts the potatoes and kegs of
rum, and has a squiz at the stars to check
on progress into the 21st century.
For the past few years the ship’s
computers have been playing silly buggers
by crashing every time we approach Port
Publication but a new gyroscope has been
installed and thankfully it’s all plain sailing
now.
The next order of business will be
archiving the Captain’s log and organising
the maps and history of our voyage,
followed by a heap of really boring stuff
such as systems analysis, role definitions
and business plans.
My head hurts just thinking about it.
A good newspaper, I suppose, is a nation
talking to itself – US playwright Arthur
Miller (1915-2005).

Ofﬁce Hours

October – November

COPYRIGHT
Where no charge is made for the preparation of advertising material, The Toodyay Herald will remain owner of
copyright in the advertising material. Such advertising material may be reproduced only with the consent of The
Toodyay Herald and upon payment of such fee as The Toodyay Herald may require.

But I know of one newspaper that has
bucked this trend and can hold its head
high – the good ship Toodyay Herald
Although national newspapers are in
terminal decline, local newspapers still
serve an important role in keeping the
community informed.
The first thing that former Indian leader
Mahatma Gandhi (1869-1948) suggested
a village should do was to set up a
newspaper to inform the community of
the smaller local topics.
The Toodyay Herald is one of the only
remaining truly independent voices afloat
in a sea of mediocrity – it sails alone with
no other similarly crafted vessels in sight.
She is a non-profit endeavour crewed
by volunteers and rides proud upon the
waters.
I like the cut of her jib.
The Herald crew held its annual general
meeting last month and elected mostly the
same committee which then re-appointed
MSJ as Captain Ed to chart her course for
the next year.
A decision was made to dedicate two
pages of this edition to the October 17
Toodyay Shire Council elections as a
community service.
Candidates were each offered a chance
to contribute 200 words and photo in a
free and fair offer to help electors make
the right choice.
Australia’s many decades of prosperity
have fostered complacency towards
politics.
Most folks are fed up with the broken
promises and vicious games that dominate
the state and federal political landscape.
Local government remains the foundation
of our political system and is designed to
be where people and those they elect are
best known to each other.
It’s where trust and loyalties can be
forged and local desires are not silenced
to conform to rigid party dictates.
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Top WA safety
official for
Memorial Hall
public forum
on danger of
Toodyay Road
LOCAL RESIDENTS can voice
their concerns about Toodyay Road’s
appalling traffic accident record to the
WA Government’s top road safety official
at a public forum in Toodyay next month.
The two-hour forum has been requested
by WA Police Minister Liza Harvey as
the first step in identifying main areas of
concern for Toodyay Road users.
Acting WA Road Safety Commissioner
Kim Papalia will attend the forum at
the Toodyay Memorial Hall on Monday
November 9 in Stirling Terrace from 5.507.30pm.
Local community input will be sought
for recommendations to WA’s Road Safety
Commission and Main Roads WA.
People can also email their comments to
info@roadsafetycommission.wa.gov.au.
Mr Papalia is a former senior State police
traffic officer and a former WA Crime and
Corruption Commission director.
Local Nationals WA MP Shane Love is
encouraging Toodyay Road users to attend
the forum and have they say.
Mr Love said that since his election to
State Parliament in March 2013, he has
regularly voiced his concerns about the
dangerous condition of Toodyay Road.
“I have highlighted a section of the road
within the Shire of Toodyay where there
have been 83 crashes and five fatalities
over the past five years,” Mr Love said.
“Road junctions need upgrading and
there is a desperate lack of overtaking
lanes.”
“I was disappointed that Toodyay Road
was not included in the initial Wheatbelt
Highway Safety Review but Transport
Minister Dean Nalder and Ms Harvey are
well aware of my concerns.”
Sixty per cent of serious crashes involved
a single vehicle, 11 per cent involved
speed, six per cent involved fatigue and
six per cent involved a high blood-alcohol
content.
To RSVP for the forum, please call
Mr Love’s office on 9927 2333 or email
MooreElectorate@mp.wa.gov.au.

Some of the large number of visitors at this year’s Arts Toodyay VINO exhibition admire works displayed at Coorinja Winery.

VINO pops cork on record sales at local art show

Arts Toodyay
Clive Eger
I MADE an exhibition of myself over last
month’s long weekend but was in very good
company.
Thirty-six artists exhibited their work at
the annual Arts Toodyay VINO exhibition
held at Coorinja Winery.
Most artists were local and others came
from Perth and as far afield as Australind to
showcase their work.
It was our seventh annual VINO and the
show just gets bigger and better each year.
More than 140 works of various painting
and drawing styles, pottery, jewellery and
sculpture were featured.
A big opening night crowd, constant flow
of visitors over the long weekend and record
number of sales prove this popular annual
event has developed a reputation for high
standards and interesting exhibits.
One painting sold on opening night was so
popular it could have been sold at least eight
more times to people who didn’t see the red
dot indicating that it had already gone.
Staging of an event like VINO takes a lot of
planning and hard work, and the organising
committee, headed by Ruth Silvester, is
justifiably pleased with results.
Assembling the exhibition began early the
previous Thursday morning and by the time
it was ready and artworks displayed to best
advantage, the sun was setting and workers
exhausted and ready for bed.
Thanks must go to Coorinja Winery owner
Michael Wood for hosting the event and
supporting Arts Toodyay over many years.
The Toodyay Lions Club provided a
marquee for opening night festivities and
CWA catering included delicious goodies.

Thanks also to Jim, Bob, Trish and Margot
for their sterling bar service.
The exhibition was officially opened by
Margaret O’Sullivan, from Toodyay and
Districts Bendigo Communty Bank, who
congratulated the local arts community for
its contribution to the rich fabric that makes
Toodyay such a vibrant community.

Arts Toodyay is a group of arts enthusiasts
with diverse interests from Toodyay and
nearby who meet to share expertise and
promote their work and arts interests in the
Toodyay era.
New members are welcome – please
contact Clive 0401 966 153 or email
drumree99@gmail.com.

A recent crash on Toodyay Road in which
an elderly man died and a seriously
injured women was airlifted to hospital.

Sally Craddock - West Ward
What I value about Toodyay
• The relaxed lifestyle
• The sense of community
• The environment
• The heritage

What I stand for
• Independence
• Integrity
• Informed debate
• Informed decision making

My record
• I listen to the community
• I represent the community views on council
• I speak with an independent strong voice
• I advocate a fair go for all

Written and authorised by Sally Craddock, 32 Leeder Street, Toodyay 6566
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Time to vote
COUNCIL elections are due on Saturday
October 17 and for some Shire of
Toodyay voters, it can’t come soon
enough.
There’s talk on the hustings of ‘regime
change’ while others are campaigning
hard to ensure things stay just the way
they are.
As is often the case in country councils,
farmers say they’re not being heard
and townspeople think they’re being
ignored.
What makes Toodyay different is that
two thirds of all shire ratepayers live on
small rural subdivisions and many of
them are aged 50 or older.
They are neither cockies or townies but
‘tree-changers’ who have either retired
or are near retirement from city jobs,
sometimes to reinvent themselves as
artisans or small-scale hobby farmers.
It creates an ageing community that is
connected to the land because of lifestyle
choice but often with different ideas and
attitudes to those who have lived here
longer, sometimes for generations.
Balancing these competing interests
while struggling to cope with WA’s
current economic downturn and ongoing
global uncertainties will require wise
counsel, rational discussion and
informed decision-making.
Unfortunately, the current Toodyay
Shire Council is a divided house,
with those who seek to ask too many
questions sometimes marginalised or
given short shrift.
Democracy is a two-edged sword – it
can rule by ruthless majority or reach
informed consensus through shared
decision-making.
Too often, sometimes rancorous
council debates have ended in frustration
and disappointment due to a lack of
respect for opposing views.
Many new candidates for the coming
shire elections offer a broad mix of new
skills and experiences with potential to
breathe fresh air into stale debates.
The choice is yours.

Not the cops

LAST month’s Page 1 story about an
ongoing police investigation into a
complaint by Cr Chris Firns that he was
allegedly assaulted by Shire Deputy
President Bethan Lloyd in council
chambers sparked a predictable backlash
to find out who blabbed to the media.
For the record, it was not the police.
The information was put to police only
after being checked with a number of
other sources.
That’s the job of newspapers, and
that’s what our readers expect us to do.
Michael Sinclair-Jones
Editor

The way we were – brothers Robert James Mackintosh and Ewen Donald Mackintosh sit on the running board of an early T-Model Ford – one of the
first in the Toodyay district – on the ‘Yeranda’ farming property at Culham, possibly in the 1920s. On 6 August 1931 when the school bus was on its
way to the Toodyay State School from Culham, it collided with a goods train at the Clinton Street rail crossing killing five boys, including 13-year-old
Ewen Mackintosh and seriosly injuring his sister Effie. The Macintosh family left Culham soon after to run a dining room and boarding house opposite
the town hall. Mrs Mackintosh and daughters Jan and Kath ran the shop. Photo and details Newcastle Gaol Museum.

letters
Pack mentality

DO THE new candidates standing for
Toodyay Shire Council understand what
they are getting into?
Or are they just standing to stack the
council, muddy the waters and get rid
of those who ask too many pertinent
questions?
It would not do, it seems, to have a mind
of your own – you must be part of the gang.
I’d rather be attacked by an eagle than
attacked in council by a pack mentality.
H. Evans
Coondle

Hacked off

I WAS on Facebook one night when
suddenly I got a message all over my screen
to urgently ring an 02 number because my
computer was in grave danger.
I tried everything to get the message off
but couldn’t even turn the computer off.
Thinking that the number was my
security, I rang it.
After I rang, another square came up
with more urgent messages on it and this
message now covered the phone number.
I quickly got suspicious.
A woman on the phone kept insisting her
five top technicians were the only ones who
could fix it, it would take three hours and
was urgent because someone was trying to
hack into my Visa and Mastercards which
she said started with a four or five.
I told her I didn’t have one of those, which
made her pause – she had already warned
me not to give any of my details to anyone.
When I inquired about the price, she told
me it was 170-odd pounds.
I asked her where the hell she was as I
was very annoyed.
She said she was in America and kept
insisting on the urgency to get the problem
fixed and that I could pay in dollars which
would be well into the $300 mark.
I told her I was going to ring the bank but
she told me wouldn’t make any difference
because the problem had already happened.
She said the only way to pay was by credit
card or cheque and it had to be now.
I don’t think so.
None of it added up – the 02 number, the
pounds and America, but by this time I had

When & Where You Can Vote
Any Local Government Office
now until Tuesday October 13
Toodyay Shire Office
From now until Friday October 16 - 4pm
Saturday October 17
8am-6pm
Morangup Community Centre
Saturday October 17
8am-6pm
Or apply for a postal vote (until Oct 13)

managed to get into my security which was
telling me that all was OK.
I told the woman that you can’t get blood
out of a stone and that I was going to hang
up and turn my computer off, which I did but
she still strongly insisted I didn’t.
I rang my bank and was informed that
nobody had tried hacking in – they would
block it and ring me if that happened.
I was prepared to even take the battery out
if I couldn’t turn the computer off.
When I turned the computer on again there
was no problem.
So please be warned that this is happening
and whatever you do, do not give any bank
details because this is all they are chasing
people for with their scare tactics.
Ann Rowles
Toodyay

In the poo

IN REPLY to Paul Michael of Wattening –
I welcome your contribution to the letters
page in last month’s Herald denying
mankind’s culpability for climate change.
The expert you quote – Garth Partridge
– writes that there is “no longer much
argument among scientists about the
existence of the greenhouse global warming
phenomenon”, and the coming changes are
“inherently unpredictable” and that “in 50
or a 100 years the forecasts of doom will
have been tested and, with any luck, proved
wrong”.
That’s comforting.
However, 97 per cent of the world’s
foremost climate scientists and nearly 200
worldwide scientific organisations say
climate change is really serious and we’re
responsible for it.
Perhaps it is the most wide-ranging
conspiracy in history yet what realistic
motive is there for them all to lie.
The bottom line, Partridge says, is that
“the money lies on that side of the fence”
and complains that former Australian
Prime Minister Julia Gillard funded the
Department of Climate Change to the tune
of $27 million.
Oil company Exxon’s own research
confirmed fossil fuels’ role in global
warming in 1977 and they’ve spent
hundreds of millions of dollars since then
blocking solutions.

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) –
one of the world’s most respected financial
institutions – recently reported that the
fossil fuel industry is benefitting from
global subsidies amounting to $5.3 trillion
a year.
That’s equivalent to $10 million a minute,
which is greater than the total health
spending of all the world’s governments.
Renewable energy receives $120 billion in
worldwide annual subsidies which would be
unnecessary if fossil fuel prices reflected the
full cost of their impacts.
The IMF estimates that ending fossil fuel
subsidies would cut global carbon emissions
by 20 per cent.
As to your assertion that Galileo would
consider it junk science, I’m certain that
after hearing all the evidence he would nod
his head sagely and say “bugger, we’re in the
poo then”.
Stirling Hamilton
Toodyay
The Toodyay Herald invites you to have
your say in our letters page. Please
email your correspondence to news@
toodyayherald.com.au with your full name,
address and phone number. Letters that are
short, sharp and to the point about topical
local issues are preferred. The Herald
reserves the right to edit letters for length.

For your rural, business
and individual taxation and
financial solutions
210 Fitzgerald St, Northam
Phone: 9622 2822
Fax: 9622 3577
Sandy Hatherley (Director): 0417 912 923
Email: sandy.hatherley@rsmi.com.au

Local Government elections on Saturday 17 October

East Ward

Chris FIRNS
Written and authorised by Chris Firns, 30 Weir Rd, West Toodyay, 6566
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Toodyay enters Llama lovers put spring in their step on Avon River walk
restricted
fire season
TOODYAY has entered a restricted burning
period during which permits must be
obtained from the Shire of Toodyay before
fires can be lit.
This includes fires for camping, cooking
and burning garden refuse.
The restricted burning period started on
October 1 and ends on Saturday October 31,
after which all fires are prohibited until 31
March 2016.
Permits can be obtained by contacting the
shire on 9574 2258.
Residents and ratepayers are also required
to clear a firebreak of all flammable material
on their land by Sunday November 1.
Details of how this applies in various
localities are published on the shire website.
The shire’s website says it will conduct
compliance inspections between November
1 this year and April 30 next year.
Failure to comply may result in a fine or
prosecution.
Volunteer bush fire brigades throughout the
shire have spent recent weeks preparing for
what they believe will be another dangerous
fire season this summer.
The Toodyay Herald urges all readers to
know their obligations and responsibilities
to help ensure the community remains safe.

Llama lovers from all over Australia visited Toodyay last month for a spring walk beside the Avon River during a Llama Association
of Australasia annual conference in Perth Hills. Seventeen members from as far away as Queensland brought 14 llamas on trailers to
Stirling Park for a walk along a new section of the Bilya Walk Track which has been upgraded by the Toodyay Friends of the River.

Melbourne Cup field as newcomers contest every shire vacancy
Continued from Page 1
EAST Ward includes Nunile, Dumbarton,
Whitfield Estate, Majestic Heights and
Hoddys Well, where where local residents
are fighting a planned 1.5 million tonne Perth
rubbish tip in Chitty Road.
West Ward will also see a change with four
new candidates vying with sitting Cr Sally
Craddock for two vacancies, ensuring that
at least one new councillor will be elected.
West Ward takes in West Toodyay,
Moondyne and Morangup, where planned
open-cut bauxite mining near local residents’
homes has divided the whole shire.
Cr Craddock has been a councillor for 11

years and holds a masters degree in science.
Her opponents include Morangup Progress
Association President Ian Clifton-Shanhun,
who chairs the Australian Dancing Board
and has represented the Asia Pacific region
at the World Dance Council for eight years.
The other new candidates are Nunile earthmoving contractor and former community
bank director, company secretary and
treasurer Rob Welburn, Moondyne ‘tree
change’ hobby farmer and Curtin University
Professor of Education Dr Jennifer Nicol
and Morangup corporate services manager
Danielle Wrench who is WA General
Manager of Alzheimer’s Australia.

In Central Ward, Shire President David
Dow’s wife Judy is seeking to oust sitting
Cr Andrew McCann in a two-way contest
for the town-based seat.
A win for the 66-year-old grandmother will
hand both Central Ward seats to the same
household and give the married couple a fifth
of all votes on the council.
Cr McCann chairs the Toodyay Festivals
committee and was the only current
councillor not present in the council chamber
during the alleged assault in July.
In the North Ward, Nunile farmer Eric
Twine is challenging sitting Cr Rosemary
Madacsi for a single vacancy.

Cr Madacsi holds a degree in environmental
science and is a leading community
campaigner against plans to build a major
Perth rubbish tip in Toodyay.
Mr Twine says his family has farmed
in Dumbarton and Nunile for more than
100 years and believes agriculture is not
represented strongly enough on the council.
North Ward takes in Dewars Pool, Culham,
Wattening, Coondle, Julimar and Bejoording.
Voting on election day will be held from
8am to 6pm at the Shire of Toodyay office
(Old Courthouse), 15 Fiennes Street,
Toodyay, and Morangup Community Centre.
Election special pages 18 and 19
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Police launch blitz
on mobile phones

TOODYAY police are targeting motorists
who drive while using hand-held mobile
phones in a local blitz on risky driving habits.
The offence carries a $400 fine and three
demerit points.
Mobile phones can be used legally while
driving only if the phone can be used without
touching it.
According to the WA Road Safety
Commission, this requires mobile phones
to have voice activation, a Bluetooth handsfree car kit, earpiece or headset.
It is also illegal while driving to write, send
or look at a text message, video message,
email or similar communication even if
the phone is attached to a cradle or can be
operated without touching it.
GPS car navigation devices can be used
while driving only if no touch of a keypad
or screen is required.
The commission said mobile phone use
while driving increased the risk of a crash
by up to four times.
Driver distraction was estimated to play a
role in a third of all WA road crash deaths
and serious injuries between 2005 and 2007.
Up to 20 per cent of all driver distractions
appeared to involve use of technology.
Sgt Conder said local police frequently saw
Toodyay motorists driving while talking on
hand-held mobile phones.
In one recent case, a motorist using a
mobile phone failed to angle park correctly
in Charcoal Lane because they were trying to
steer with one hand while holding a mobile
phone with the other.
“It’s dangerous, illegal and needs to stop,”
Sgt Conder said.
“There won’t be any more cautions – from
now on it’s a $400 fine and three demerit
points.”

Double motorcycle crash

TWO motorcyclists were hurt – one seriously
– after police spotted them allegedly doing
110km/h in an 80km/h zone on Julimar Road
on the way into town, near West Toodyay
Road.
Police driving the other way clocked three
motorcyclists speeding towards them.
Officers came across a cloud of dust 300m
down the road and two of the machines
crashed in nearby bush.
The two riders – both overseas students
– had failed to take a right-hand bend, lost
control and destroyed their bikes.
One rider suffered gravel rash to his
buttocks and the other a broken right leg,
multiple injuries to his left hand, a broken
left wrist, broken pelvis, facial injuries and

Police Beat
With Sgt Warren Conder
from Toodyay
Police Station

missing teeth.
The more seriously injured rider was highly
abusive towards a local female ambulance
officer who helped tend his injuries.
One of the crashed riders had a suspended
licence, his bike was seized and both men
will face traffic charges.
The third motorcyclist fled the scene.

Using a hand-held mobile phone while driving risks a $400 fine and three demerit points.

Con artists active

Two motorcyles (above and below) wrecked
when the riders crashed while speeding in
Julimar Road.

POLICE are again warning local residents to
be wary of email and telephone requests for
personal financial details or money.
Recent fraudulent approaches mostly
emanate from India and South Africa and
tend to target older, more vulnerable people.
“People should remember that banks and
agencies such as the Australian Tax Office
will never ask for your personal details over
the phone or by email,” Sgt Conder said.
“If you get such a request, the first step is to
hang up and call the actual lender or agency
to see if the call is genuine.
“All fraudulent calls and emails should be
reported to Toodyay police on 9574 9555
and we will forward details to the Australian
Federal Police and Federal Department of
Communications.”
Sgt Conder said there had also been recent
cases of crooks posing as tradesmen and
knocking on doors in Northam to offer home
repairs for cash.
“They offer to do the job for half price and
take off with the money,” Sgt Conder said.
“It’s worth remembering that fraud can be
physical as well as electronic.”

Juvenile rampage

TOODYAY’S second-hand bookshop was
broken into last month after a front door
panel was kicked in.
Offenders ransacked the Stirling Terrace
premises and threw books everywhere.
Police believe local juvenile offenders

were to blame.
Similarly, a shed belonging to Toodyay
Football Club was broken into at the town
oval and a light fitting smashed.
“I’m calling on all parents in Toodyay to
know where their kids are at all times and to
take more responsibility for their behaviour,”
Sgt Conder said.
“Parents worried about what their children
are doing can talk to me and we can look at
how we may be able to help.
“The bottom line is that parents have a
community responsibility for their children’s
behaviour and need to be involved in
managing their activity.”

Toodyay helps charity ride

TOODYAY sponsors helped raise $4368
towards this year’s annual Wall to Wall
police motorcycle ride which raised a total
of $480,000 Australia-wide for child health.
Sgt Conder joined WA Police Commissioner
Karl O’Callaghan and 19 other WA police
officers who rode from East Perth police
headquarters to Canberra via Victoria in nine
days.
Money raised will go to WA’s ‘Bright Blue’
Police Commissioner’s Fund for Sick Kids
and a NSW children’s burns unit.
Sgt Conder, who rode a Yamaha Classic
1100 motorcycle, thanked local sponsors,
including the Toodyay Op Shop, Timberden
Plant Hire, Toodyay Auto Centre, Tony
Maddox Realty, Cola Café and individual
donors.

Sgt Conder (centre) about to start his epic Wall to Wall Ride from East Perth to Canberra.

CENTRAL WARD

Working for our future
Vote for

Andrew McCann
on October 17th
Authorised by Andrew McCann, 18 Charles Street, Toodyay WA 6566
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emergency services

Drooling and dreaming over hi-tech monster
Bejoording Volunteer Bushfire
Brigade
From the desk of The Badger
SEPTEMBER is always a big month in
Bejoording as we host the Annual Farmers
Briefing at The Shed.
This year was possibly our most successful
and professional thanks to the generous
sponsorship of the Toodyay branch of the
Bendigo Bank.
Before the formalities of the evening got
under way Corey Munson gave a spectacular
off-road demonstration of a new hi-tech
articulated 10,000-litre tanker with air
pressure-driven monitors.
This left many of our active members
drooling and dreaming.
A large crowd of farmers gathered from
throughout our shire to listen to presentations
from relevant shire officers and to ask
questions.
The meeting was hosted by our new
captain, Barry Gray.
Key speakers were: Craig Stewart, Chief
Bushfire Control Officer; Rob Koch;
Community Service Emergency Manager
(CESM) and, Greg Warburton, the Reserve
Management Officer.
Corey Munson also spoke about fire
management services now commercially
available to broadacre farmers.
Many topics were discussed including the
issuing of permits, declaration of fire bans,
weather monitoring, insurance and, farmers’
general frustrations.
There was considerable interaction between
the speakers and audience and if it wasn’t for
some good chairing by Barry, the meeting
could have gone on for much longer.
The promise of an excellent barbecue
and some liquid refreshment allowed us
to close the meeting with the assurance
that all speakers would remain to continue

Corey Munson demonstrates the hi-tech 10,000-litre tanker at Bejoording.
back to the community in many ways.
discussions informally.
A big thank you also to brigade member
All in all it was a terrific opportunity for our
members to meet their stakeholders, enjoy Carol Croymans who came out of painters’
some solid fellowship and for all present to retirement to repaint our shed’s concrete floor
have a greater understanding of everyone’s prior to the meeting. It looks terrific.
The Bejoording Volunteer Bush Fire
individual responsibilities, actions and
Brigade asks you to remember to always
protocols to be followed.
This will give us the best level of plan and prepare before lighting any fire for
preparedness for what many believe will be any reason and to have a clear contingency
strategy in place should things get out of
a difficult fire season to come.
Finally our thanks again to Bendigo Bank control.
Even at the ‘safest’ times of year fires can
who really do live up to the rhetoric and give

pose a risk to people and property, whether
it’s burning off on your acreage or a backyard
bonfire, so take care.
Advice is free, but getting it wrong can be
expensive.
If you have any questions you can ring
captain Barry Grey on 9574 2149, or The
Badger on 9574 4834.
Please leave a message if you find we’re
not there.
Our next regular meeting is on Tuesday
October 20 at 6pm in The Shed.

Commonsense urged as firies brace for another bad year
Coondle Volunteer Bush Fire
Brigade
James Knapp
PAST YEARS have proven that we live in
a fire-prone area.
Every year the Shire of Toodyay is affected
by fires, some years more than others
depending on the weather and fuel loading.
The shire has suffered through its fair share
of bad years in regards to fires and every year
we hope for a nice change.
We cannot change the weather but as
responsible land owners we can change the
way we think when we prepare for the fire
season.
By doing this we hope to achieve smaller
fires and reduced impact if a fire occurs.
With the winter months now gone and with
the warmer days starting to become more
frequent, it is evident that the fire season is
not far away.
As we are now in the restricted burning
period, firefighters across the shire are
bracing for what could be yet another bad
season.
We ask, as firefighters, that people please
use common sense this fire season.
Several fires last season were caused by
land owners’ bad choices but, more seriously,
some were deliberately lit.
With the days still somewhat cool compared
with what is coming, we ask that if you still
have clearing up to do around your property
that you do it now.
Things to remember when clearing up
around the house and preparing for the
coming fire season are:

• move wood piles and stack timber away
from buildings;
• keep grass short;
• install firebreaks in accordance with the
shire’s firebreak order (3x3) and,
• clear gutters of leaves.
A building protection zone is a requirement
not just for your buildings but also to protect
the firefighters who are defending your
buildings.
When preparing for the fire season please
remember to allow for fire truck access to
your property.
Some of the new vehicles are longer than
some of the old trucks and require a little
more room for turning.
As well as getting your property ready for
the coming fire season we encourage you and
your family to also get ready for the coming
fire season.
Having a bush fire survival plan can assist
with your decisions when a fire threatens
your property.
Bush-fire-ready groups are of great help
and are located throughout the shire.
They are a great way to meet local people
and share ideas and information on how to
prepare for an emergency.
Some things to decide:
• Will you stay and defend or will you
evacuate?
• What will you do with your pets and
livestock?
• What roads will you take if you decide to
evacuate the area? (More than one route
is needed.)
• Do you depend on electricity to power
your water pump? What if the power
goes out – do you have a backup pump
or generator?

• What things will you take – documents,
photos, clothes, food, water, medication,
phone charger?
• Do you have enough fuel in your car to
get to the evacuation point? (The shortest
route may be closed or blocked.)
Remember that time is valuable in an

emergency and being prepared may save
your life being ready and having things
More information about preparing your
property for the fire season can be sourced
from your local bush fire brigade, the DFES
or shire website toodyay.wa.gov.au or
contact the shire on 9574 2258.

Hawthorn grand final advice
rings true for fire prevention
Toodyay Central Volunteer Bush Fire
Brigade
Mick McKeown
WE HAVE now entered the restricted
burning period during which no fire may be
lit without a permit.
From November 1, no fire may be lit at all.
This doesn’t mean we should give up on
taking precautions for the coming summer.
As Hawthorn coach John Kennedy said
to his players who were getting soundly
walloped in the 1975 grand final against
North Melbourne: “At least do something”.
“Don’t think, don’t hope, do.
“At least you can come off and say ‘I did
this – at least I did something’.”
Unlike last Saturday, Hawthorn was
soundly beaten that day but his advice can
still apply to us now.
There is always something to do around
our properties to decrease the risk of fire or
at least decrease the intensity if a fire occurs.
Roofing gutters can be cleaned out,
flammable materials can be moved away

NORTH WARD

from our houses and sheds, leaves can be
raked up and removed, grass can be slashed
or mown.
Fire-fighting equipment can be checked
and repaired where necessary.
We should check the access to our
properties to ensure that we can escape safely
in the event of a fire and that fire-trucks can
enter and turn around and leave.
It’s never too late to ‘do something’.
Meanwhile at Toodyay Central, we’re always
keen to welcome new members.
The training that is provided will not only
help you to help others but it will also give
you the skills and confidence to help yourself
when the need arises.
If you are interested in finding out more
about our brigade, or if you would like to
join, please call our captain, Mick McKeown
0439 998 808 or our secretary, Wayne Clarke
6364 3609 or email: 2jcentralvbfb@westnet.
com.au.
Our next monthly meeting will be held at
7:30pm on Tuesday October 27 at the firestation in Stirling Terrace, Toodyay.

Rosemary Madácsi
Get The Job Done
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Toodyay businesses pitch in to help ambo raffle
St John Ambulance
Heather Appleby

AS YOU MAY have already seen about
town, the St John Ambulance Monster
Christmas Raffle is up and running.
Tickets, which cost $2 each or three for
$5, were sold at this year’s Toodyay picnic
races will be available in town on various
dates as well as at the Toodyay Show on
October 10.
Our thanks must go to the many traders
in Toodyay who, when asked, willingly
donated items for the raffle.
I received donations from Richard’s
Christmas Shop, the Lolly Shop, Kate
and Ted, Toodyay Emporium, John at
Ambience Books, Makit Hardware,
Toodyay Post Office, Toodyay Home
Traders, In One’s Hands, Blue Moon
Crystals and the Somerville Gallery.
Promo Select from Brigadoon also donated
a huge number of items.
Other donations were made by St John
Ambulance volunteers, various friends of
St John and members of the community
and I’m sorry that I can’t name you all.
There are some lovely handmade items
among the gifts in the raffle ‘ambulance’.
Without our local traders there would be
no Monster Christmas Raffle, so we urge
all residents in the Toodyay area to think
local and shop local whenever you can.
All ambulances now carry the fr3
defibrillators, which are the latest and
best equipment available, and provide our
officers with real-time CPR feedback.
Should you need to call an Ambulance
you can be sure that the Toodyay volunteers
will be well equipped.
The St John Ambulance Sub-Centre sells
first-aid kits and will restock these so that
should the need arise, you have all the
necessary first-aid supplies in your kit.
Don’t leave it until you desperately need
a dressing for a wound – bring in your
first-aid kit during office hours and we can
ensure that your kit is ready to use.

St John Ambulance volunteers Jane Grice (left) and Lou Buckle sell raffle tickets at last month’s annual Toodyay Picnic Races

‘Guilimario’ Scobie fires up magic pizzas
Julimar Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Alison Wroth
ON WHAT was a wonderful day weather
wise, and in preparation for the coming fire
season, the Julimar Brigade arrived in force
at our fire shed on Saturday September 19.

The aim was to make sure that every piece
of equipment was in working order, trucks
and people included; and to also take the
now-legendary Julimar Brigade photo.
About 30 brigade members turned out on
the day.
The less-experienced fire fighters
were taken under the wings of the more
experienced and seasoned members and
shown how everything on the trucks works.
Then they tried it for themselves.
I’m told that everything was covered from
the insides of lockers, water-flow rate and
spray patterns to the use of axes, rakes and
radios.
The day was not only for fire fighters as
radio operators and the auxiliaries were also
put through their paces.
Peter did a wonderful job reminding the
radio operators of their duties and running
old and new operators through the general
operation of radios.
This is of real benefit as, over the winter,
quite a few important operating points can
be forgotten.
Practice makes perfect and so it is with
correct radio operation.
The equipment room has been thoroughly
cleaned and now everything is stored in its
correct place and is very easy to find.

The shire has indicated that it would like
our catering crew to prepare meals for the
season so Peg and her wonderful ladies are
onto this already.
Rosters are now being drawn up thanks to
the input from our brigade members.
We are still waiting on a few members to
reply but so far the rosters are in great shape.
Our captain mentioned in his pre-season
brief that we now need our reserves to ‘stand
up’ and come to the shed when they are
available to see where the roster might be
short.
Experience on the fire ground will only
make them better fire fighters in the future.
After all of the hard work, it was time for
Grant “Giulimario” Scobie to do his magic.
The pizzas that came out of our new pizza
oven were amazing and kept everybody
happy.
It was a great day of training and preparation
followed by wonderful fellowship which is
what we are all about here in Julimar.
So if you have any queries about putting a
fire plan together for your family or you are
keen to join us, please feel free to come to
the fire shed on Friday nights at 5.30pm and
meet the people who will be defending your
home and land if a fire does come your way.
Catch up soon.

Toodyay RoadWise reaches awards finals
Toodyay Community Safety and
Crime Prevention Association
Desraé Clarke
ROADWISE, a sub-committee of the
Toodyay Community Safety and Crime
Prevention Association, is to be congratulated
on being one of four finalists in this year’s
Regional Achievement and Community
Awards eight categories.
The association is a finalist in the division

presented by the Insurance Commission of
Western Australia Regional Safety Award.
The winner of each of the eight categories
will be announced at the Perth Convention
and Exhibition Centre on Friday November
6 along with a ‘people’s choice’ category
winner.
Emergencies
000
Toodyay Police
9574 9555
CRIMESTOPPERS 1800 333 000
Goodbye Graffiti
1800 44 22 55

feedback
The Toodyay Herald is a
locally owned not-for-proﬁt newspaper that aims to serve
the community as a source of
quality news and information.Suggestions and comments
are welcome to
PO Box 100, Toodyay WA 6566
feedback@toodyayherald.com.au
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A right royal score for Ravi’s swansong
chicken balls on a previous visit to Toodyay.
We decided to forego the dessert menu
which offered a choice between mud cake
and ice cream or individual cheese platters
– working anonymously, one has to pay the
bill and my sorties to Toodyay have proved
very expensive.
Bonita and I then perused the extensive
wine list and chose a chateau bottled 1996
Moulin de Noaillar Medoc for Bonita’s pie,
a 2001 Pommard 1er Cru Les Charmots
Burgundy for my steak and a 1975 Ben Ean
Moselle for the children.
The Rouleau de Printemps – sometimes
referred to as spring rolls – were superb. The
dish is apparently made ‘in house’ with an
interesting addition of prawns, and the two
large rolls were hot, well presented and were
delicious.
I scored the steak an 8. Served with
generous helpings of pommes frits and salad,
it was tender, slightly more medium than rare
but well sauced and it arrived at the table hot.

Restaurant Raconteur
Ravi Broadbean
SADLY, this will be the final review from
‘le stylo de Ravi’.
Following my discovery of this quaint
hamlet of Toodyay-on-Avon, and my regular
restaurant reviews in this newspaper, my
attention has been directed to articles by rival
scribe named Bruce.
Bruce writes a food column for a newssheet from afar and is apparently dogging
my footsteps and replicating my work.
Imitation is indeed a fine form of flattery,
and I appreciate the compliment but let’s see
how he manages without being able to follow
Ravi.
For my swan song I dined at the second
of Toodyay’s three pubs in Toodyay – the
middle pub – and my only regret is that
because the top pub is no longer open, I will
not be sampling its delights too.
Bruce is welcome to that treat if the top
pub ever re-opens.
The Victoria Hotel is diagonally contralocated to the old post office building and
has the distinct advantage of being the TAB
betting office for the village.
When built in the 1800s, Governor Stirling
from England was so impressed by the
structure that he recommended to the young
English Queen that she change her name to
Victoria.
The rest is history.
Bonita, Daisy and Tarquin insisted on
coming for a final visit to Toodyay and I
arranged accommodation at a local B & B so
that we could have dinner at the hotel without
Bonita having to drive us back to civilisation
along the treacherous Toodyay Road.
Our hosts offered to drive us to and from
the hotel, so we were both able to sample the
extensive wine list.
Entering the hotel through the grand lobby,
to the left of the public bar we located a very
impressive dining room which has street
views.
I mention this because Daisy spent almost
the entire evening looking across the road at
a shop which was displaying a marvellous
array of fairy lights and moving mechancial
Christmasmorabilia.
The restaurant was reasonably busy and we

Bonita’s entree was excellent. The scallops
were hot, well-cooked and the salad garnish
was well presented. The tartare sauce was
not home-made. Her pie was heavenly.
The puff pastry topping was crispy but
not over-baked, the beef was tender and
succulent and the mashed potato base was
a treat after being served ‘smash’ in other
establishments.
Bonita rated her meal 9 out of 10. However,
despite loving the chips, the children were
unimpressed by the chicken nuggets. They
said that they would have preferred chicken
balls.
In summary, the restaurant at the Vic
is probably one of the best I have visited
throughout the state and I score it at 8 out of
10.
The most impressive aspect is that all
dishes arrive at table fresh and hot, and the
service is friendly and efficient.
I shall return to Toodyay one day – in the
meanwhile, bon appétit.

Queen Victoria (1819-1901).
were greeted by a pleasant young lady who
offered us a free choice of tables, presented
us with menus and invited me to peruse the
wine list.
I thought “this is novel for Toodyay”.
However, the menu was typical of a country
pub and included a children’s menu.
On offer were five entrees and seven mains,
two of which were variation on the theme of
snapper.
Typically there was steak, chicken
parmigiana and roast of the day, and
untypically, pork chops.
There was also a blackboard menu which,
it appears is a standard feature of such rural
establishments.
For an entree I selected the Rouleau de
Printemps at $9.50, Bonita the Crumbed
Scallops from the blackboard and the
children ordered Ice Cream.
I chose a medium/rare Scotch Fillet with
Pepper Sauce at $32.50, Bonita again chose
from the blackboard and selected the Beef
and Guinness Pie.
Daisy and Tarquin both chose the Chicken
Nuggets with Chips at $8.50 because they
complained of having been deprived of

Felicitas Bauxite Mining Project
Felicitas Bauxite Mining Project

It’s Showtime....

We have been encouraged by the positive feedback we have had from the community
over the last 12 months or so. The majority of people we have engaged with have been
supportive of our plans for a well-designed project and the benefits it can bring in local
jobs, opportunities for local businesses and boosting the local economy.

Our business aspires to be part of the communities we operate in. We have supported
several local organisations and been involved with local activities for the past few
years. In 2015, we will be participating in the local agricultural shows. We will have
a marquee at the Shows, providing updates and background information on our
project plans. Exploration and mining isn’t the only thing on the agenda. We are also
running fun activities for kids and big kids alike - hope to see you there!

Community Advisory Group- Opportunity to Join!
The Bauxite Mining Community Advisory Group (BMCAG) is well established now. The
BMCAG’s aim is to ensure a broad range of views are heard and enable the community
representatives to contribute to the projects. Next month’s discussion topics will be on
the geology of the bauxite resources and mineralisation of the area. Get in touch with
your local rep and they will assist as best they can in seeking information and providing
updates to you. Any guests wishing to attend a meeting should contact the Chair in
advance for the proceeding meeting.

Nominations OPEN till 02/11/15 – Wundowie & Gidgegannup residents

•
•

Toodyay Show:
Gidgegannup Show:

10 Oct 2015
31 Oct 2015

Digger Challenge – win a Go Kart!
Kids don’t forget to come down and have a go at operating the excavators in the pit
and try your hand in digging the heaviest bauxite scoop – the winner of the Digger
Challenge wins a Go Kart!

Nominations are now open for vacancies for any interested residents from Wundowie
and Gidgegannup to join the BMCAG.
As a local representative you have an opportunity to contribute irrespective of your
position for or against mining. It’s an opportunity to actively participate, ask questions
and contribute in a meaningful way. BMCAG meetings are currently held bi-monthly
and minutes of the meetings are available on www.bauxitemining.com.au. Please
download a nomination form if you would like to nominate or contact the Chair. All
nominations will be presented to the existing BMCAG representatives to consider
selection and appointment. The deadline for nominations is Monday 2 November
2015. Please note BMCAG may ask all nominees to attend the 10 November meeting
for consideration of appointment. Please contact Chairperson Leigh Hardingham for
further enquiries. Email: leigh@hardingham.com.au or mobile 0427 943 879.

Community Newsletter & New Emails up and running
If you would like to join the e-mail or postal list please contact us at admin@bajv.
com.au or 9200 6309. If you are interested in employment or supplies email:
employment@bajv.com.au and for supply: suppliers@bajv.com.au

Phone: 1800 088 042 / 08 9200 6300 or Email: admin@bajv.com.au

Pictured: Congratulations Lachlan Thompson,
Winner of Digger Challenge, Northam Ag Show 12 Sep 2015

Web: www.bajv.com.au or Facebook: Bauxite Alumina Joint Ventures

Page 10 THE TOODYAY HERALD October 2015

Seeing the ‘big picture’ to
find untapped potential

Toodyay Chamber of Commerce
Barb Dadd
THE CHAMBER of Commerce is not just
about assisting local businesses network,
get together for sundowners, and have a riproaring Christmas Street Party.
It’s about encouraging and facilitating
a ‘big picture’ dialogue and plan to bring
about what everyone knows to be the truth
–‘Toodyay has so much untapped potential.’
And, this is the area the chamber plans to
head into in its second year.
Some people have questioned the relevance
of the Toodyay Chamber of Commerce.
How exactly does it assist the successful
development and growth of business in
Toodyay?
How does that work enhance the overall
business and community environment?
When the chamnber re-formed in March
last year, a small group of passionate
Toodyay folk – both those in business and
general community members – set out to
discover a way to promote a thriving and
dynamic environment for old and new
business opportunities along with our
community lifestyle.
However, a small group, no matter how
passionate, was never going to achieve this
alone.
Right from the start we needed to hear
about your difficulties as a business or
community member – we needed to begin
to paint the current picture.
Now we need you to come along and share
your aspirations for business and lifestyle,
and together decide how and where, as a
group, we can make a difference.
Since its inception, chamber membership
has increased to 32 members and continues
to grow.
Network links have been made with
the Regional Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, the Small Business Development

Corporation, the Northam Chamber of
Commerce, and the Toodyay Community
Resource Centre.
Relevant business information, notices and
invitations to participate in various learning
and networking opportunities are regularly
sent through to all members.
It’s not a bad start and it’s just the beginning.
It’s exciting stuff – and achievable – if more
local optimism and interest can be generated.
But we do need more like-minded people
to come on board who believe in striving for
better and bigger things.
We have the foundations in place now: the
growing membership, the governance, and a
well thought-out mission – all we need now
is you.
Bring your ideas, your excitement and
inspiration to the table and together we can
make Toodyay one of the most sought-after
regional towns in WA.
The following list represents some of our
key areas of focus for the future.
• An overall promotional strategy for the
town.
• A uniquely Toodyay inspired annual
Christmas Street Party.
• Development program to encourage
business in food, music and local
products.
• Tourism growth, niche markets and small
to medium business growth.
• Lobbying for solutions at shire and state
levels.
• Connecting with networks that have
similarities and working to provide
community and economic opportunities;
• Facilitate business development
opportunities for industrial land and
facilities.
• Community facilities;
• An entrepreneurs and facilities program;
• Better business and better customer
service initiatives.
• Business awards and recognition.

• Information displays and signage for
Toodyay, tourist maps and applications.
• Toodyay and surrounds online business
and trades directory via a chamber
website.
• Business feedback and marketing
strategies including Facebook, business
directories, tourism promotion and
connectivity.
• Training and development.
• Business support workshops.

Chamber AGM

THE chamber’s annual general meeting will
be held on Monday October 26 at 7pm for a
7.15pm start at the Freemasons Hotel.
The chamber will provide nibbles, great
speakers and the opportunity to network and
meet new people.
We encourage all businesses and those
thinking of business to become involved.

Christmas Street Party

PLANNING is underway for a bigger and
more exciting chamber-sponsored annual
Christmas Street Party, to be held on
December 4.
You’ll love it – there will be huge things,
glitzy and fiery things, heaps of funky stuff
for kids to get excited about, a pop-up
restaurant seating 150 people, music, singing
and, of course, Santa on centre stage.
Although the pop-up restaurant and local
food outlets and cafes will all be onboard to
keep growling tummies silent, we do need
two or three local producers or voluntary
groups to set up some street food stalls.
For more information, interested groups
and organisations can call Mark Dimmitt on
0439 865 303.

Reach for the
stars before
it’s too late
... again
Fly on the Wall
Peter Robinson
SOME YEARS ago Toodyay squandered
the opportunity to have a European Space
Agency tracking station built here.
As we know, Gingin ended up with it and
I sincerely hope we don’t do the same to a
Gingin Astronomical Observatory plan to
relocate to Toodyay.
An application for planning approval to
set up an observatory at Cartreff Park in
Howard Road, Julimar, was deferred for
further consultation – why not an agreement
in principle in the meantime?
A big problem will be an increase in traffic
in that area, particularly around a horrible
right-angle bend in Howard Road.
Extra-wide bitumen with double unbroken
centre lines would go a long way to help the
situation.
Apart from two confidential items, the
meeting lasted only 90 minutes, with the
observatory debate being the highlight.
Other subjects included a motion for only
shire-employed Fire Control Officers to have
authority to write burning permits during the
current restricted burning period, as long as
it is allowed by the Bush Fires Act.
Also of interest was a motion to adopt
delegations listed in a delegations register.
I became a bit lost with this one but
delegations are where councillors allow
shire employees to decide certain items – to
varying degrees – without referral to council.
Some discussion occurred around planning
delegations.
Cr Chris Firns wanted a change in the
planning area but that part of the delegation
register is yet to be reviewed.
Most councillors thought it best to leave it
until all planning delegations are reviewed.
Recommendations by the Environmental
Advisory Committee were endorsed.
These included items on energy and water
use and recommended LED lighting, solar
power and some other things to be costed
and brought back to council.
It was also accepted that an energy policy
be developed – there will be more to report
on these moves from future meetings.

Bindoon
‘stripper’
keeps
Cheeky Bus
amused
Toodyay Community Bus
Di Roberts, Secretary
WELCOME to the October column of the
Cheeky Bus.
Firstly, the Annual General Meeting of
the Bus was held on August 31 at the Shire
Council Chambers.
Office bearers for 2015/2016, are:
• Chairman: Jeff Roberts
• Vice Chairman: John Henderson
• Secretary: Di Roberts
• Treasurer: Richard Wilkinson
• Committee: Lynette Hooks, Val Fordham,
Janet Wilkinson, Heather Henderson,
Craig Martin, Phil Roberts.
September and October are very busy
times for the Bus, with last month’s Toodyay
Picnic Races where, with love and affection,
Gail and I represented the Toodyay Men’s
Shed taking ticket money.
What a hoot – it was such fun to help
out other community organisations when
needed.
We love our Toodyay, you better believe
it.
The Bus was astounded with the glamour
and glitz of the ladies and gents who boarded,
and the excitement of loving the kisses and
eyelashes on the Bus.
It was a great day for the punters who
enjoyed their ride to the races.
Don’t forget, the Toodyay Agricultural
Show on Saturday October 10.
Look for the flyers about the Bus around
town for your convenience.
The Bus will be used as a ‘shuttle’ for show
patrons to enjoy.
Everyone will get a free ride to and from
this event and it will alleviate any problems
of parking to the show.
The Friday Craft Girls did it again.
The Bus had the best day out with these
girls who ventured forth to the Bindoon Craft
Show.
Good friend Lee Millar, while driving,
listened to light-hearted banter and laughter
from these gals and watched in astonishment
at the antics of a ‘stripper’ on board (the mind
boggles).
Word has it that the girls were amazed at
the wildflowers displayed (locally grown),
and several of the girls bought a basket of
them for home.
They also visited the Bindoon Art Centre
where many fine paintings were exhibited.
It was off to the Bindoon Bakery for lunch,
they went past the new Men’s Shed (which
was not open) but they were very impressed
with the building, then on to the Craft Show
where they saw the airing of the quilts,
indulged in many lucky dips and bought
plants and other crafts.
It was just as well the back seat of the Bus
was vacant because all the “goodies” the girls
bought overflowed.
As one of the girls, Gail said “it was the
best trip ever” – love it.
How can anyone not like being on the Bus?
Do you want personality, do you want
home-made chocolates on your visit and
do you want laughter and happiness when
taking a tour on your adventure?
Well let me tell you, are you willing to take
the Bus on an adventure of your own. Think
about it – have you got several friends and
neighbours who would like a day out, and
don’t want to drive to their destination?
What about taking the Bus to their ‘secret
rendezvous’, think about it, come on
ladies and gents, what about a journey to
remember?
If you have thought about where you would
like to go, then contact me on 9574 2498,
or the Toodyay Visitors Centre, and we will
consider all options.
Remember time is the essence, so don’t
take too much time to consider.
By the way, does anyone want to go on a
trip to Hillarys Boat Harbour for a fish and
chips or other lunch?
Please let me know the date and time, and
I will tell you how much it will cost for each
person.
Enjoy the beautiful spring weather and the
abundance of flowers emerging.

Local speaker
explains
mind-blowing
Saudi project
Probus Club of Toodyay
Jenny Perkins Vice-President
A TRIAL meeting in the Freemasons Hotel
dining room was a big success.
The ambience was just right and all future
meetings will now be held there.
John Smart introduced Ben Nordstrom
who was the project engineer responsible for
building the King Fahid Causeway in Saudi
Arabia which opened in 1985.
The causeway was built to connect Saudi
Arabia with Bahrain where there was a
deep-water port and enable people from Iran
(fomerly Persia) to remain in contact.
Ben described the project and showed a
documentary to help demonstrate the size
and impact of the construction.
Ben moved to Toodyay seven years ago
but not to retire.
Despite being nearly 80 he is still involved
in consultation and regularly inspects the
structural integrity of local bridges – mind
blowing.
Recently, Jan organised an excursion to
Paca Molina and then to Alicia’s for lunch.
While at Paca Molina Jenny Cornwall
showed many examples of mainly alpaca
fleece which she washes and teases to
produce wool for spinning or felting.
This was followed by lunch at Alicia’s,
which was delicious, especially the vanilla
cream slice.
Our next meeting is at 7pm on Tuesday
October 13 in The Freemasons Hotel
Guest speaker will be Kristee Jolly who
recently won the 2015 Constable Care Child
Safety Award and Constable Care Child
Safety Employee Award.
We look forward to hearing her strategy
to make Toodyay better and safer for young
people.
Anyone interested in joining Probus can
contact the president, Peter Healy, 9574 4778
or for membership, John Smart on 9574 2339
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It’s showtime for Toodyay at
WA’s most scenic ground
Toodyay Agricultural Show
Alison Wroth
WELL, all the hard work and preparation for
the Show will come to a head on Saturday
October 10 and we hope to see you there
at the Toodyay showgrounds, whether you
are coming as an entrant, show exhibitor,
trade display stall holder or as a young and
enthusiastic show bag collector.
We have 162 years of history behind us,
including holding our show on the secondoldest and most scenic showground in the
state.
The Toodyay Agricultural Society
committee is understandably very proud of
our show and we believe that the same feeling

is felt by the majority of the community of
Toodyay when it comes to their annual show.
So come and enjoy the show and see all the
new exhibits and produce we have this year,
including a variety of trade displays and rides
that will keep the children busy for hours.
The show opens at 9am and it’ll be great
to be on the showgrounds at 7.30pm for the
Austral Bricks fireworks display, which gets
bigger and better each year.
Programs will be available at the main gate
when you arrive.
The president and committee would like to
thank all our sponsors who support the show
in both big and small ways.
They include Austral Bricks, Bauxite Joint
Ventures, Toodyay and Districts Bendigo

Noisy natterers to miss Wendouree tearooms staff
The Crooked Needle
Heather Wright
WHAT A FUN month it has been with our
ladies enjoying many varied activities.
We will miss our friend Sal and the staff
at the Wendouree Tearooms, as she has
accommodated all our needs for lunch over
many years.
A big thank you for your patience with our
noisy chatter and rearranging your tables so
we could all sit together.
We can’t wait until you join us to show us
your crafting skills.
Our dear friend Joe was invited to morning
tea so we could present the quilt we had made
for Margaret.
It is in Margaret’s favourite colour, blue,
but sadly we didn’t have it completed before
she passed away.
We know Joe will treasure this keepsake of
Margaret’s time at craft and it also matches
his lounge.
Recently we had a day out at Bindoon
for their wildflower festival and to visit the
airing of the quilts at the craft shop.

The fun started on the Cheeky Bus when
one of our more sedate members did a strip
tease.
It was quite a show until we realised she
had just put on too many layers for such a
warm day.
First stop was to see the wildflower display
and art exhibition. There were raffles galore
and many ladies came home with little
goodies.
One impulsive raffle ticket purchaser even
won the hamper – think it cost more in petrol
to go and collect it than what it might have
been worth.
She did so want to win the Matt Priddis
signed football.
The Bindoon Bakery did a rip-roaring
business for lunch, but I still like our bakery’s
offerings better.
Then it was off to the Bindoon craft ladies’
shop and Airing of the Quilts – beautiful,
beautiful quilts and handmade goodies.
There were a few ladies that couldn’t
help themselves with the lucky-dip barrel,
proudly taking home a collection of scissors,
tape measures, chocolate fondues, Dame

Sandakan Scholarship tour
applications now open
Toodyay RSL Sub Branch
Bruce Guthrie
THE Toodyay RSL Sub Branch will hold its
annual street appeal on Friday October 16
and a stall next day outside IGA.
On offer will be a raffle/money tree and
produce, including cakes, biscuits and plants.
We never underestimate the generous
support from the wonderful Toodyay
community on this occasion.
Funds raised will be directed back into
community projects during the coming year.
• New office bearers for 2015/2016:
• President Peter Brennan
• Vice President (1) John Clarke
• Vice President (2) John Adams
• Secretary Max Howard
• Treasurer Allen Clabaugh
• Welfare Officer Jenny Maher
• Membership Officer Sue Eldridge
• Media Officer Bruce Guthrie
Applications are npw open for this trip of

a lifetime to Borneo, available to all Year
Eight and Nine students living in the Shire
of Toodyay.
Contact John Adams on 0437 228 879
for an information package and application
form. Applications close on November 6.

Be part of the Government’s drive to improve road safety in the Wheatbelt

This is your chance to be heard
Monday November 9
Toodyay Town Hall
5.30pm to 7.30pm

Vale Reg Skinner

IT IS with great sadness we acknowledge the
passing of Reg.
Toodyay RSL members offer condolences
and best wishes to his family and friends.
Rest in peace Reg.

Anzac Park redevelopment

TOODYAY RSL acknowledges the
commitment and financial support from
the Shire of Toodyay in this very important
project.
Work will be undertaken shortly to provide
additional level viewing and standing room
in front of the memorial. This will improve
comfort for all attending services at the
memorial.

LAST MONTH Ida’s Hideaway celebrated
its 14th birthday.
Many ‘cuppas’ have been drunk over 14
years of Saturday afternoons with even more
cakes and biscuits consumed.
We always have a birthday lunch at the
Victoria Hotel for members and guests to
celebrate and to acknowledge and award our
sponsors for the past year.
Without their support we would not be able
to continue our afternoons.
A ‘gold’ medal is also awarded to the
member who has attended the most Saturdays
in the year.
This year’s winner was Laurie Beech.
Congratulations to Laurie who wore his
medal proudly for the rest of the afternoon.
During the afternoon, Ida was lovingly

supported by her daughters, Leah and Astrid,
as this is the first birthday without Ray.
Ida’s granddaughter made the birthday cake
which was beautifully iced and decorated and
it tasted as scrumptious as it looked.
Thanks go to Margaret and her staff for
giving their time and serving us such a
delicious lunch.
Our thoughts are with Aileen and Christina
who are not enjoying the best of health at the
moment. We wish them well.
We have welcomed back Michael from
his travels abroad. He kept nodding off over
his Bingo cards on his first Saturday back,
blaming it on jet lag.
Did you know kites were used in the
American Civil War (1861-65) to deliver
letters and newspapers?
If you would like to join us, just arrive at
Butterly Cottage from 1-4pm or ring Ida on
9574 2885.

Edna onion glasses and marble icecream
mixers.
Fabric was purchased and then the poor
bus chugged home laden with laughter and
goodies.
Lee was once again our patient driver.
What a good sport he is and we are very
lucky that he is happy to drive us.
Last craft day some craft was actually
achieved.
Our international traveller and Royal Show
judge was back on deck. Pat came up from
Manjimup to have a catch-up and Megan is
trying to keep up with her craft work even
though she is flat strap with the show.
Sheila, who was able to join us to travel to
Bindoon was having a little rest in Wongan
Hills.
Our talented stall holder ladies had a really
successful day at the Toodyay Markets.
By the time this has been published the
football grand final will have been won and
lost, and this lucky writer will have been
there to witness hopefully the end of a great
season for the Eagles. If not, there is always
next season.

Wheatbelt Highway Safety Review

The Road Safety Commissioner, Kim Papalia will attend
a community forum in Toodyay to discuss safety issues
associated with Toodyay Road (the Wheatbelt portion)
Please RSVP by November 2 to: Shane Love MLA
Tel: 9927 2333 or Email: MooreElectorate@mp.wa.gov.au

Hideway’s happy 14th birthday
Ida’s Hideaway
Neil Stewart

Community Bank, Shire of Toodyay and
RoadWise.
Without these businesses and local people,
the show would be sadly lacking in prizemoney and funding.
We would also like to thank the volunteers
who give up their time to put so much effort
into making the Toodyay Show what it is
year after year.
Without these stewards, judges and
helpers; the show would not be the success
it is.
The show Exhibition Hall results and
equestrian results will be published in next
month’s Toodyay Herald.
So enjoy the show day while you catch up
with friends and family.

You can also email your concerns to info@roadsafetycommission.wa.gov.au

Toodyay Road facts
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Between 2009 and 2013 there were 20
serious crashes in which 5 people were
killed and 19 people seriously injured
63% of crashes were on curves and 37%
were on straight sections of road
60% of crashes involved a single vehicle
11% involved speed as a factor
Those involved in serious casualties were
most likely to be aged 25 to 39 years and
from the Wheatbelt
8% of the people seriously injured were
truck occupants
All crashes were in dry conditions
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State’s best
Poetry readings enhance Sip ‘n’ Sing nights
Toodyay Singers
yarnspinners The
Maree Lewis
due in Toodyay SINGING
is a pastime that brings great
enjoyment to members of Toodyay Singers.
This would come as no surprise to anyone,
for bush
however we were quite impressed with our
group’s abilities to deliver a sensitive and
poetry reading.
poetry festival theatrical
Yes, our Sip ‘n’ Sing night for the month

WA Bush Poets & Yarnspinners
Association
IT’S TIME for all bush poets to dust off their
cork hats and warm up their vocal chords for
this year’s Act-Belong–Commit WA Bush
Poets and Yarnspinners Festival.
The festival, which includes the Bush
Poetry State Championships, will be held
in Toodyay’s Memorial Hall from Friday
October 30 to Sunday November 1.
Some of the State’s best bush poets will
be coming to town including previous WA
championship winners Keith Lethbridge and
Peter Blyth.
The WA Bush Poets and Yarnspinners keep
alive the Australian tradition of bush poetry
and feature the works of Banjo Patterson,
Henry Lawson and others of that era.
They also write and recite poems about
events and issues in society today including
many humorous and often embarrassing
situations.
In recent years, there has been a resurgence
of this style of poetry, not only in style but in
performing the works of both the traditional
masters as well as that of many outstanding
modern poets.
Names such as Marco Gliori, Murray
Hartin, Melanie Hall and Susie Carcary have
become synonymous with both performance
and writing excellence.
These skilful poets are able to fully
captivate the listener with their stories which
may be true or may be embellished beyond
belief.
The condensed timetable for the event is:
Friday 30 - Poetry writing workshops
then dinner with the poets at the Bowling
Club; Saturday morning - Junior and
Novice Performance Competition;
Saturday afternoon - Novice Classics
Reader, Yarnspinning and Contemporary
Performance Championships and,
Saturday evening - a family bush dance
with entertainment provided by Les Helfgott
and the Southern Cross Bush Band.
The winning poems in the written
competition will be presented at the bush
dance.
Sunday starts with a Poets’ Breakfast,
followed by the Traditional and Original
Serious Performance Competition.
In the afternoon, the final competition
category, Original Humorous, will be
performed along with the award presentations.
All events are free including the fun night
for all the family bush dance on Saturday
night.
Further information including entry forms
may be found at wabushpoets.asn.au.

included not only song but a poetry reading
which was a great success.
Some of us chose a theme and one
that worked quite effectively was that of
friendship as described in a rendition of
James Taylor’s You’ve Got a Friend followed
by a reading of Robert Frost’s Mending
Walls.
Others looked to our favourite verses from
childhood.
Annie recited The Pedlar’s Caravan by
William Brightly Rand telling us that her
mother would often read it to her.
Margaret found a poem that she is looking
forward to sharing with her grandchild, The
Wise Old Owl.
Since we all loved it we are sure it will
prove to be a popular bedtime story.
A little bit of Toodyay history is always
welcomed by our group.
Beth sang her husband’s version of The
Bold Gendarmes.
It was written for The Friends of the River
on the occasion of the opening of the Bilya
Walking Trail and left us all very impressed.
Then others selected songs that reflected
recent events.
Jeanette, who told us that she always likes
to choose songs ‘that tap into things going
on around her’, sang Isle of Hope and Isle
of Tears. Her gentle and wistful rendition
reflected the experiences of refugees.
Denley’s singing of I’m Nobody’s Child
in his wonderful dulcet tones did much the
same.
The Sip ‘n’ Sing night was also the second
meeting for our recent new members,
Gordon and Alice.
They performed a duet, the well-known
melody, When I Fall in Love.
We are so pleased to have them as members
and so enjoyed their singing.
We couldn’t help prying, however, and they
happily confessed that they are approaching
their 65th wedding anniversary.
They sure must know a lot about falling
and staying in love.
It was also Collette’s second time with
us and her sense of fun has already been
appreciated by the members when her
selection was a poem by Jenny Joseph,
Warning, that proved to be a humorous take

Gordon and Alice sing ‘When I Fall in Love’ .
on growing old.
Since last writing, we went to the home of
one of our dear members who has been very
unwell of late.
We selected some songs that we thought
would cheer him up, such as Oh What A
Beautiful Morning and ensured that we
included a favourite of his, A World of Our
Own.
It was good to see a smile on his face.
Our merry band was chuffed to accept
an invitation from the Toodyay Historical
Society to make a short appearance at the
150th Anniversary of the Old Newcastle
Gaol.
We positioned ourselves at the entrance to
the old gaol and sang a variety of songs, some
that were Australian for obvious reasons, and

other old favourites that embodied the spirit
of the last 150 years.
We are all proud to have been part of this
most successful celebration.
Another event that the group is preparing
for is The Toodyay Agricultural Show.
Our arm flapper has selected a variety of
popular songs that she is sure the audience
will know and would be happy to sing along
with.
Look out for us around midday in the
entertainment arena, take a seat, rest your
feet and soak up the spirit of Toodyay’s
annual fair.
The Toodyay Singers meets on Thursdays
evenings at 7pm in the CWA Hall.
We welcome new members – come along
and see for yourselves what we are all about.

Impressive whistling in What A Day For A Daydream
Toodyay Music Club
Jenny Edgecombe
IF YOU’RE a ‘Toodyay weekender’ who
enjoys singing, playing or listening to folk,
blues, music from the sixties or any other

variation you can think of, why don’t you
come along to one of our sessions?
We welcome visitors as performers or
audience. Get to know us over a scrumptious
afternoon tea during the break.
For October only, we will be meeting on the

third Saturday afternoon of the month instead
of our usual second Saturday, to avoid the
clash with the Toodyay Agricultural Show.
The items which popped up in our September
meeting had the usual extraordinary variety.
After the warm-up with a singalong session
of old favourites at our September meeting,
Pete triggered some nostalgic memories with
‘What a Day for a Daydream’. Impressive
whistling, too.
Later he picked up his ukulele to team
with Moya for bouncy renditions of ‘High
Hopes’ and ‘I Got the Sun in the Morning’
accompanied on ukulele.
Spencer supplied a folk touch with ‘Rare
Old Times’ after an earlier ‘Distant Drum’,
augmented by Leila’s haunting double bass.
A raucous Spike Jones song from Jenny
in memory of her father contrasted with the
sweet 2003 Patty Griffin song, ‘10 Million
Miles’.
‘The Cotswolds’ was a very popular
contribution by Brian, while Jeanette
offered the moving, ‘Soldier with his Banjo’
written by Terry Bennett, who has Toodyay
connections.
Karen decided to surprise us with great
instrumental versions of ‘Rasputin’ and a
Russian-influenced Beatles number as a
change from her usual medieval pieces.
She also presented a melody she’d had
running through her head and asked us to
identify it for her.
Fancy being able to play ‘Musetta’s Waltz
Song’ by ear!
Next meeting: Saturday October 17, (NB:
third Saturday for this month only) 1-4pm,
CWA Hall.
Any style of singing or instrumental
performance is welcome so long as it is
acoustic.
Further Information: Joe on 0400862694
or Jenny 0417910050.
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400,000 reasons to celebrate milestone
Toodyay Op-Shop
Ina Prior, President
ON September 9 the Toodyay Op-Shop
celebrated a milestone - $400,000 in
donations to the community over 36 years.
It is truly amazing that a little project
started 36 years ago by Shirley Patten has
stood the test of time and flourished into a
fully-fledged charity that has been able to
give so much to our community.
We have also won many awards over the
years including the Avon Valley Business
Excellence Certificate in 2010 for a not-forprofit organisation.
When sending out the celebration
invitations (thanks to whoever it was who
donated the paper to the Op-Shop) we were
reminded that we have contributed to so
many groups and individuals that nearly
everyone in Toodyay has benefited from our
donations at some point in their lives.
We publish a list of our donations each year
and keep it on the window for all to see.
Being a former banker I love numbers, so
I’m going to give you a few, but not too many
as I don’t want to bore you.
Not only have we made donations of
$400,000, we also have paid out for expenses.
In the early days these were minimal with the
shop near the tavern being rent free courtesy
of the O’Mearas, but as time went on we had
to move first to Connors Cottage and then to
our current location with rent of $10 a week.
We do pay quite a bit more now.
However we also make a lot more as we
no longer sell clothes for 5c each.
We also have managed to upgrade the
shop with the help of a government grant
and some of our own funds. Thankfully for
us and the customers, this included reverse
cycle air-conditioning.
One of the reasons for our success is that
we in turn have received outstanding support
from the community.
So many people donate their clothing and
items they no longer need that we can keep
the shop well stocked and turning over. And
of course we have wonderful customers.
Also our treasured volunteers are priceless.
There have been 92 in total over the years.
Some have stayed for a short time and some
longer. Currently we have:
• Tina and Jenny, who both joined us in

Toodyay Op Shop volunteers celebrate milestone
2014;
• Ina started in 2009;
• Trish and Loretta started in 2006;
• Linda joined in 2002 and was presented
with a 13-year certificate;
• Lynette joined in 2001and was presented
with a 14-year certificate;
• Barbara joined in 1990 and was presented
with a 25-year certificate and flowers;
• Peg joined in 1982 and was presented
with a 33-year certificate and flowers;
• Bel joined in 1980 and was presented

Hotting up at the centre
Toodyay Community Resource
Centre
WE ARE rushing towards summer and the
Christmas season, so things will start hotting
up (literally) in Toodyay and at the Toodyay
Community Resource Centre.
There are events being held regularly
in the next three months such as a basic
bookkeeping course, a Seniors’ Week event
and one organised for Thank a Volunteer day.
The lovely Leanne from Silver Blossoms
cake decorating will also be back.
We are always looking for ideas and
partnerships so if you are having an event and
would like us to join you in the organisation
and implementation, please contact us and
we can come to a mutually satisfactory
arrangement.
We would like to also take the opportunity
to welcome our new committee members.
They will be a big part of the future of the
Toodyay Community Resource Centre and
we look forward to working with them.
Next month we will be holding a basic
bookkeeping for businesses and treasurers
course. (Date to be advised.)
It includes topics such as profit and loss,
statements and financials.
Bookings are essential so if you are
interested please let us know.
Our free Seniors’ Week event will be held
on November 10 from 9.30am to 3pm.
If you are a senior and would like to learn
Greek dancing (suitable for all abilities, no
previous experience necessary) come along
and join us.
There will also be the opportunity to
experience African Drumming – no rhythm,
no problem.
Fun is the aim of the game and bookings
are essential.
Cake decorating from 10am to 1pm on
November 17 costs $15 per person.
Leanne is joining us again to show us how
to decorate our cakes ready for Christmas.
All you need is an iced cake on a board
or plate to carry it and if you like, a ribbon

around the outside.
Bookings are essential.
If you would like one-on-one computer
tutoring with the personal touch, Gemma is
happy to take the time to assist you to learn
whatever you are struggling with.
Just let her know and she will walk you
through it. Sessions are usually an hour long
and are $15 an hour. Call us to book.
If you would like more information on any
of these events, please call Tenneille, Alison
or Gemma on 9574 5357 or email toodyay@
crc.net.au or visit us at 79 Stirling Terrace.
We are open Monday to Friday 9am to
4.30pm.

Drumming up self-esteem
Toodyay YouthCARE (Chaplaincy)
Vivienne Freeman, Secretary
A BIG thank-you to the Toodyay Shire
Council which has agreed to donate $7,500
to our Toodyay District High School
Chaplaincy Fund.
We are also grateful to our Friends of
Chaplaincy who each year help fund this
very worthwhile program.
To show our appreciation, a morning
tea will be held at the school at 10am on
Wednesday October 28.
Once again this will be ably catered for by
our school “yummy chummies” (students).
One of the projects funded by our
YouthCARE Council was the purchase of
12 drums for students to play.
The idea is to teach students the need to
be in harmony with one another, to work as
a team, to be mindful of each other and to
foster self-esteem.
Last month the YouthCARE Council was
invited to attend a performance of Drumbeat.
Children had been taking part for only nine
weeks but it was an absolute credit to them.
Thanks to chaplain Robyn, and the team.
A mothers’ breakfast was also held last
month.

with a 34-year certificate and flowers;
and
• Shirley our founder and patron who
started it all in 1979 was presented with
a 36-year certificate and flowers.
Volunteers both past and present together
with invited guests enjoyed delicious finger
food and drinks whilst having a catch-up,
signing the guest book and looking through

some of our old records and photos. Oh, and
they had to keep smiling as our honorary
photographer Lou Kidd was taking photos.
Special thanks to Trevor Kerslake for doing
the shop window display, photographer Lou
Kidd, the Freemasons Hotel for the venue
and excellent catering, the Toodyay Bakery
for the huge cake and everyone who came
along to help us celebrate.
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American Civil War ends as Toodyay plans first race meet
Toodyay Historical Society
Robyn Taylor, President
JUST MONTHS after the end of the
American Civil War, Toodyay – formerly
called Newcastle – staged its first race
meeting.
Was it that long ago?
It sometimes helps to underline the depth
of local history when past events can be
seen sharing points on a time line with truly
historic global happenings.
Well, that race meeting was big news
locally, and last month – a century and a half
later – historical society members helped
the Toodyay Race Club celebrate its 150th
anniversary.
Jenny produced a photographic display
and a short film using Max Heath’s footage
of Governor Sir Wallace Kyle opening the
new members’ stand in 1977.
A big thankyou to Jenny and Joe, Faye and
Milton, Beth and Peter, for your great work
on the day.
Beth produced a PowerPoint story and a
32-page booklet about the Toodyay Race
Club.
This souvenir booklet entitled ‘Challenges
and Champions’ was a club commission,
with copies given to club members and
special guests at the TABtouch Picnic Race
Day.
As expected Beth did a fantastic job pulling
her research together.
The booklet first covers the activities of
the Newcastle Race Committee and the
Newcastle Race Club.
The first meeting was held on the Lloyd
property near Toodyay Road on 20 October
1865.
The following year, the racecourse was
developed on the current site by race
committee secretary Joseph T. Monger.
The Newcastle Race Club was renamed the
Toodyay Race Club in 1917, having run an
annual race meeting at showtime for many
years.
The course was redeveloped after WWII,
literally turned around, with the Toodyay
Golf Club being part of the expanded site.
In the 1970s-1980s, the race club was
running seven or more monthly meetings a
year, featuring seven to nine races per meet.
Racing was stopped by outside influences
in 1991 but determined efforts by club
members got the annual Picnic Races up and
running in 1997, using a Northam Race Club
race date.
This year, the Toodyay Race Club gained

Faye and Milton Baxter join Peter Robinson in period costume at the last month’s Toodyay Picnic Races. Photo: Jenny Edgecombe.
control of its own destiny and its own race
date once again.
Contact Toodyay Race Club, if you are
interested in getting a copy of the booklet.

History conference

HOSTED by the Geraldton Historical
Society, the conference saw papers presented
on various topics, such as the sandalwood
industry and the architecture of Monsignor
Hawes.
The Sunday excursion included a visit to
Hawes’ St Xavier Cathedral, and the HMAS
Sydney II Memorial.

150th gaol anniversary

THIS important event took place on Saturday
September 12.
Although very wet and blustery it was a

wonderful fun-filled day duly celebrated with
the cutting of a huge birthday cake by Local
WA National MP Shane Love.
Society member Milton Baxter (aka
convict Thomas Shaw) was a star attraction
and delighted everyone with his lively
defence in the dock, which did not win over
the judge.
The prisoner was escorted back to his cell
for the duration of his sentence.
We also hosted a visit by delegates from the
Oral History Australia national conference,
where President Robyn presented a paper
at the conference based on the Toodyay
Bushfire Project.
Delegates were delighted to be part of the
gaol’s anniversary events before being taken
on a bus trip around Toodyay.

Toodyay Show
FOR those who missed our race day
photographic display, you can see it at
Donegan’s Cottage on show day.
Members will soon be asked to help.
There will be no members’ excursion at the
end of this month.
Our next meeting is at 7pm on Wednesday
October 21 in Donegan’s Cottage at the
Toodyay Showgrounds.
For more information, contact Secretary
Desrae Clarke: desraec@westnet.com.au;
President Robyn Taylor: rdtaylor@iinet.net.
au or 9574 2578; or member Beth Frayne:
9574 5971.
Donegan’s Cottage is open every Thursday,
1pm-3pm. Postal address: PO Box 32,
Toodyay WA 6566.

Taking a spinning wheel
helps long caravan trip
Toodyay Spinners
Ange Sturman
TODAY I would like to introduce another of
our life members.
Rita Morald comes from Denmark
(Europe) and tells how she became interested
in spinning:
“I think I first saw spinning at the Perth
Royal Show in the early seventies,” she said.
“I was fascinated, and decided I would
learn to spin when I left work.
“We bought a block in Toodyay in 1985 to
build on for our retirement.
“I left work in 1987 after 16 years and
received a George Wright jarrah spinning
wheel as a farewell present, so I was very
happy.
“I had already found out there was a
spinning group in Toodyay, which I joined
in January 1988.
“The club was quite small then, but
everybody was friendly and helped me learn
to spin.
“Three of the ladies from that time are still
members today.
“I enjoy the friendship spinners have with
each other and love going to spin-ins and
meeting other spinners.
“In 1999/2000 we took a caravan trip
around Australia.
“I took my wheel and had information from
the guild in Perth about spinning groups all
over Australia, and joined a lot of different
groups when possible.
“I was always made welcome.
“In 2003 we toured Tasmania and I went
to Bothwell for their spin-in.
“That was very different from all other
spin-ins I had attended over the years.
“There were spinners from all over
Australia and even some from overseas.
“There were demonstrations, fashion

Scarf and gloves knitted by Elaine.
shows, displays and competitions over three
days, so I had a ball.”
I would also like to mention a wonderful
set of gloves and a scarf which Elaine knitted
and showed us this month.
Our spinning group meets every Wednesday
from 9am to noon, and every third Saturday
of the month (also from 9am to noon) at
Parkers Cottage in the Showgrounds.
The felting group meeting is now on the
second Monday each month from noon to
3pm also at Parkers Cottage.
The felting group contact is Jenny Cornwall
9574 5978. For further information please
contact Secretary Heather Jones on 0407 287
002 or President Judy Mackie on 9574 4421.
New members are most welcome – no
experience necessary.
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A night behind bars teaches Milton a lesson
Milton A. Baxter
TO TRY and replicate the feelings of felons
incarcerated for an indeterminate period of
time in a Newcastle Gaol cell in the mid19th century is seriously difficult to achieve;
however, the following account is the firsthand experience of this writer.
Several months ago at a general meeting of
the Toodyay Historical Society, the subject
of the 150th anniversary of the opening of
the Newcastle Gaol was mentioned and
ideas were sought as to a suitable achievable
commemoration.
Immediately there came to me an idea, that
we should have a volunteer stay 24 hours in
one of the original cells.
Of course in the excitement of all the
possibilities of this proposed event, my hand
went up, as though helped by an unseen
urger, to be that volunteer.
While discussing the prisoner idea with
Margie Eberle, our museum curator, on the
subject of what we could do to build an event
around this imprisoned person, I suggested
that using my limited knowledge of such
matters I could attempt to create a plausible
script. Margie was happy to let me have a
free hand.
The first thing was to visit the State Library
to locate the Newcastle Prisoner Return Book
for the 1860s.
This was not hard to do but the realisation
that the first few pages of the record were
missing, put a damper on my enthusiasm.
After studying the first entry which was
Thomas Shaw – convict number 4745, a
housebreaker who died at the Newcastle
Colonial Hospital as an unmarried pauper –
it gave me some reassurance that if we used
him as the subject of our exercise we would
be pretty safe that no relations would descend
on us for libel, as obviously the courtroom
dialogue would be fictitious.
Then we enlisted the help of the society’s
historian, Alison Cromb, (who had recently
launched her incredible book, The Toodyay
Convict Depot), to detail the garments and
bedding we would require to present a
reasonably plausible production.
Roz Davidson volunteered as seamstress,
and without a quibble made or modified, a
hat, a neckerchief, a nightrail, pants, shirt,
waist coat, and the all-important wagga.

Prisoner Milton languishes in Old Newcastle Gaol
My contributions were a belt and shoes. before leaving the following morning really
Roz, also came up with a pillow encased in looking the part.
a branded flour bag. My other contributions
We arrived at the Gaol and within the hour
were a toilet bucket and a portable urinal. I was behind bars, waiting for the 1860’s
The low fold-a-bed was loaned by Elizabeth rifle regiment to escort me to the court room
and Bob Frayne, as were the floor rugs (chaff across the road at the re-sited Wicklow
bags) and lambskin back rug.
shearing shed.
It was necessary for me to have my hair and
The shed was packed full of observers, and
beard dyed for the advertising photographs. hecklers, sitting and standing whereever they
Unfortunately for me the dye would not wash could, to gain a view.
out so I took to wearing my hat at all times.
The morning was grey and showery, but
In the morning of September 11 my fortunately as the day went on the weather
wife Faye dyed my hair again, which was improved.
purposely left uncut for several months.
Once the trial was over it was back to
I had not shaved for two weeks. This time the cell where I signed commemoration
the hair colour did not turn out to be red, so certificates for children.
all that was necessary was the application of
Using a goose-feather quill and ink I
eye shadow to my beard.
managed to provide a reasonable reproduction
This was to be the last tonsorial operation of what could have been Thomas Shaw’s

signature.
One little girl was really upset when she
heard that I had to stay in ‘there’ all night.
Others asked what I had done or if I was real.
It was great fun.
The visitors continued to peer in at the
criminal and eventually it was evening.
So I lit my candle and the citronella lamp,
graciously loaned by the Frayne’s, which
turned out providential, as there were a few
mozzies intent on having their fill of my
blood.
At 9pm head warder Colin Kendall closed
the wooden outer door to the cell.
This eliminated the draught, so I hopped
into bed and went to sleep, only to be
awakened by the sound of heavy boots.
Much to my relief, it turned out to be Bob
Frayne, arriving for the midnight warder’s
shift, which ran from midnight until 4am.
The insurance company covering the
weekend’s event insisted on there being two
people present throughout the 24 hours of the
‘prisoner’s’ retention.
At 4am I was again awakened, this time by
a loud thud. Peering out through the bars, I
was greeted by the jovial Peter Robinson.
A few minutes later Linda Rooney called
on me, expressing concern about me being
warm enough. I reassured her that I was fine
and got back into bed. This time I put my
shoes in the bed with me so they would be
warm to put on later.
In the morning, Peter released me from my
quarters and after my offer of free ‘fertiliser’
to the assembled visitors, I emptied the mock
toilet bucket contents on the exercise yard fig
tree.
Peter had led me out to what was supposed
to have been my departure to Fremantle by
dray. Instead, I was confronted by a twowheel, miniature bicycle.
After several turns around the Gaol entry,
I collapsed in a heap and the show was all
over.
PS: I didn’t see, hear or sense any phantoms,
I didn’t get lonely or cold but I certainly
enjoyed a great experience living 24 hours
in that cell.
My sincere thanks all volunteers who made
it possible for the Toodyay Historical Society
to recreate such a memorable occasion for
the 150th anniversary of the official handing
over of the Newcastle Gaol.

Cocky soup and musket fire help celebrate gaol’s 150th birthday
Dr Robyn Taylor
President, Toodyay Historical Society
ON SATURDAY September 12, right to the
day, we celebrated 150 years of Newcastle
Gaol history with an enthusiastic community
event at the museum precinct on Clinton
Street.
Around 250 to 300 people came along to
enjoy the occasion.
The day started wet and blustery but
fortunately it was fine enough for the
cutting of the big birthday cake by local WA
Nationals MP Shane Love and Toodyay Shire
President David Dow.
The many attractions included the pop-up
village with artisans creating historic tools,
the scouts preparing delicious cocky soup
cooked over an open fire, spinners and woodturners showing their skills and artists, poets
and singers joining in to make it a festive
occasion.

Adding to the colour and noise were
members of the 1860s Perth Volunteer Rifle
Regiment, firing off volleys.
A dramatic re-creation included the trial
and incarceration of Thomas Shaw, one of
the early inmates of the Newcastle Lock-up
as it was first called.
What finally prompted the building of this
new lock-up?
It was the daring escape of Moondyne Joe
from the old one – it was the last straw for
the frustrated Resident Magistrate Alfred
Durlacher.
Joe had the audacity to steal not only
a horse for his get-away, but also the
Magistrate’s saddle and bridle.
A furious Durlacher wrote to the government,
“now perhaps my representations as to the
lock-up will be believed”.
Plans for the lock-up were drawn up by the
government architect Richard Roach Jewell,
and the buildings we are familiar with today

Milton stands trial in Old Newcastle Gaol courtard.

used the labour of probationary convicts.
So it was in 1865 that Durlacher was able
to write, no doubt with much satisfaction, a
short letter to the Colonial Secretary advising
him the Newcastle Lock-up had been
completed on September 12 and handed
over to the police for their use.
In 1879 the Newcastle Lock-up was
promoted to the status of gaol.
Since then the gaol has had a varied history.
At different times families lived in the gaol.
Between 1888 and 1902 PC Michael Leary
(or O’Leary) and his family lived there. From
the mid 1920s William and Clara Wolf called
it home followed by the Dorizzi family who
moved in around 1929.
Changes in the gaol precinct included the
old wooden police stables being replaced
in 1891 with the stone stables that stand
opposite the gaol and the new lock-up built
in 1907 for male and female prisoners.
This was built behind the police quarters
on Duke Street and remains a part of the
museum site.
In the 1940s the Newcastle Gaol was
abandoned and became derelict.
A number of locals recall enjoying playing
in the ruins as children.
The building was then restored by the

community to become the town’s museum
in 1962.
It was one of the first regional museums to
be established in WA.
Half a block of land behind the Gaol,
donated by Mac Wroth, was landscaped by
John Oldham famous for the landscaping of
the Narrows Interchange in Perth.
In 1990 the Wicklow Shearing shed was
relocated to the museum site and in 2002 a
purpose-built office, workroom and climatecontrolled store was created to assist in the
care of the museum’s collections.
There is a special cell in the Old Newcastle
Gaol that evokes the sad and darker side of
its history.
This is the Native Cell, and with the help of
modern technology it conveys the plight of
the Aboriginal prisoners that had once been
held there.
In 2013 the Newcastle Gaol Museum
won a Heritage Council Award for being
an Outstanding Interpretation Project that
Enhances a Place for its evocative Native
Cell experience.
The Old Newcastle Gaol has come a long
way since September 12 1865. Thanks to
museum curator Margie Eberle and Beth
Frayne for contributing to the article.
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Op Shop fashion parade raises $900 in community funds

Country Women’s Association
Vivien Street
We hope you made it to last month’s CWA
Op Shop fashion parade.
Local residents were joined by CWA
members from Bolgart, GoomallingKonnongorring and Jennacubbine and we
were very pleased to welcome Australian
Sewing Guild members who travelled from
Perth.
Apart from a very enjoyable afternoon,
both CWA and the Op Shop were very happy
with the proceeds from entry fees, raffles and
clothes sales.
The CWA made $477 from entry and
raffles and we will decide at the next meeting
where we will direct this money and let the
community know in the next issue of The
Herald.
The Op Shop made $430 from the sale of
clothes and as you know all this money will
be returned to the Toodyay community in
some way.
Our city sister-branch Bayswater joined
us for the September meeting which was
followed by lunch.
On October 19 Jennacubbine branch
will hold a Friendship Day at the Slater
Homestead
We’ve been asked to take a picnic lunch
and we know from past experience these
days are always great fun.
Look for us at Toodyay Agricultural Show
this month. If you need a break and a cuppa to
recoup flagging energy we will be providing
refreshments in the pavilion.
We meet at 1.30pm on the fourth Thursday
of the month in the CWA Hall next to the
Garden Centre in Stirling Terrace.
There is plenty of parking in Charcoal Lane
and disabled access from Charcoal Lane is
from the side of the hall.
Hall bookings are being taken by Glenys
Clabaugh on 9574 5110 or 0427 478 325.

CWA members model Toodyay Op Shop fashions.

Mothballed lathes set to turn again
Avon Woodturners
Max J Heath
HI FROM the pavilion. Another month has
gone by but where do the weeks go?
We had another busy month starting with
a trip to the Koorda Show to fly the flag for
the Avon Woodturners.
It was an early start and a good drive to
Koorda where the crops looked promising.
We found that everybody was laid back
and the person in charge of directing us to
our site was not at all stressed.
He even sorted out a problem we had with
our lathe, no trouble at all.
It was a very friendly show and a lot of
people were interested in what we do.

Several people said that they had lathes
in their sheds that had never been used and
some hope to visit us to see how we operate.
We turned several different items and made
quite a few simple giveaways that made the
children smile.
Club members have been busy completing
raffle prizes for the show and these are now
finished.
We will be selling tickets at the show and
the Friday before the show outside IGA.
Please support us as we are raising finances
for the move to our new premises.
With tenders being called, it appears that
things are progressing.
There are two prizes, a cap-stand to display
all the caps or hats that one has and a little
side table as second prize.
We were also asked if we could demonstrate
at the 150th Anniversary of the Old Newcastle

Gaol. It was a cold, blustery day but there
was quite a bit of interest.
Then there was the 30th Anniversary of
the WA Woodturners Association which
included the AGM. Our secretary, Andrea
McCandish, was elected as chairperson.
It was a great day with a few of the
original people that started our organisation
attending.
On October 24 we will be hosting a
day of woodturning in Toodyay with
some of the State’s top woodturners doing
demonstrations in the town hall.
Members’ competition items will be on
display and all are welcome to attend from
10am.
This is always a good day for Toodyay with
about 70 - 80 woodturners visiting our town.
Well, that’s about all for now, so as our
road-wise slogan says: Don’t drive tired.

Brand new boiler fills
Shandy with new puff
Toodyay Miniature Railway.
June Eastwood
SHANDY has made its first run after a
complete overhaul and new boiler and
everyone was pleased to see and hear the
loco full of puff and running again after 12
months off.
Some years ago a former West Australian
woman, Joan Thomas, was visiting the Mini
Rail with her grandchildren when vandals
caused Shandy to be thrown from the track
and on to its side.
This prompted Joan to write a book for her
grandchildren which was sold at the Mini
Rail and the Visitors Centre.
On another visit some 18 months ago,
the steamers were causing a problem and
Graham quipped to Joan, “Never mind a
book about bad steam engines. You should
write one on good little diesels”.
That has resulted in a bigger, hard cover
children’s book entitled Shandy’s New
Friends.
There are photos of all engines and
promotional shots of Toodyay and its flora.
It is hoped that the book will be available
for sale within two months and at a very
reasonable price. We will have 200 copies

Holiday away
misses all the
Wannamal fun

Autumn Club
Autumn Leaf

IT FEELS like I have missed a month
because I have been on holiday overseas and
have missed all the fun.
By the way the holiday was great, catching
up with all the family in the U.K.
While I was away the club had a visit from
the Wannamal Seniors Club but I was back
to join them for a great day out to Araluen
Botanic Park.
We picked a good day as the rain kept away
so the walk around the park with the tulips
at their best was most enjoyable.
This month the Bindoon Seniors Club will
visit us on Wednesday October 7 so we in for
a good game of carpet bowls and afternoon
tea and catching up with old friends.
Our next general meeting will be held on
Wednesday October 28.

for sale so keep that in mind for Christmas.
Steve King is hard at work on remodelling
Nuff Puff to take a boiler similar in size to
Shandy so we will have two virtually ‘new’
engines to complement the fleet.
We also welcome Fred Fellowes who will
assist once a month, with the signal box
becoming his domain.
That is wonderful news and if there are
any others who would like to try becoming
a ‘fat controller” than pay us a visit, as we
need you.

PE & SM FERGUSON AND SONS

BULLDOZING CONTRACTOR
Owner Operator

* Dam Construction
* Fence Lines
* Contour Banks
* Ripping

Phone Patrick

9574 4402
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Toodyay celebrates a day at the races

Graham Boston
Northam Jewellery and Repairs
102 Fitzgerald Street Northam
(Opp Red Rooster)

Phone: 9622 8037
Mob: 0438 919 932

Trees Cafe

Bolgart Ph 9627 5187

Take a pleasant trip to Bolgart just 38kms north of Toodyay. Come, enjoy our
hospitality & home cooked food at the old Bank of New South Wales.
Breakfast on Sunday with the Sunday Times available.

We look forward to seeing you again.
Hours Fri-Sat 10am - 3pm Sunday 9am - 3pm
Closed Public Holidays

Email: treescafe@hotmail.com

www.treescafebolgart.com

Computer
problems?

Whatever the
problem, there is
a SOLUTION! -

Need help with
new or old
computers?
Training,
Hardware and
Software support
for home or
business?

I will travel to
your home,
farm or office
to provide
the service
you need!

Please call or text David Cornforth
For a very competitive quote

0479 112 166
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Introducing your candidates* for the 2015 shire elections
*denotes sitting councillor

Central Ward
Judy Dow

I AM 66 years old and married with two
daughters and six grandchildren. I have lived
in Toodyay all my life and am a candidate
for the Central Ward.
Prior to retiring, I was a partner in an

agricultural machinery business for 30
years, preceded by seven years working as
an administrative assistant for the Shire of
Toodyay.
I have always been actively involved
with sporting organisations in Toodyay and
surrounding districts, both as contestant and
administrator.
I am confident that my previous business
and administrative experience will enable me
to thoroughly scrutinise and debate all areas
of shire expenditure and forward projections
with a view to keeping future rate increases
at a sustainable level while still enabling
continued maintenance of current facilities.
I recognise the need to plan for and fund
future growth of infrastructure that is
urgently needed to service the needs of our
aging community.
However an ageing community cannot
function without the support of younger
persons.
Council must continually strive for policies
that promote economic and social activity
designed to attract (and retain) young
families to our town and surrounding areas.
I look forward to being a member of a
council focused on the needs of all Toodyay
residents.

*Rosemary Madacsi

I came to council in 2011 unsure of what
I could contribute and found a wonderful
opportunity to build a strong and resilient
community.
I believe and stand firmly for open, honest
and accountable government.
I have fought hard for our issues to be heard

I AM a candidate for Central Ward, which I
have represented since January 2013.
I am 62 years of age and retired.
I believe in openness and accountability
and a strong council that reflects community
thoughts.
I am a strong supporter of community
service and believe in community
consultation, including in planning matters.
I am offering to continue to represent the

North Ward

and acted upon.
I listen, ask, research and evaluate – I think
for myself and vigorously oppose decisions
that bring adverse consequences for our
community.
I learnt local government’s strengths,
weaknesses and its potentials by taking
every opportunity to widen my knowledge,
join committees and build networks to give
Toodyay a voice on matters that will impact
upon this community today and in the future.
I aim for a robust community through:
• Decisive planning and financial
management, investment and a supportive
business and agricultural environment;
• ‘Future proofing’ through actions that
offset future costs and risks;
• Living within our means by undertaking
a realistic assessment of the community
capacity ‘to pay’ and prioritising needs
before wants;
• Practical and attractive options to retain
our youth and attract families;
• Affordable housing and facilities for our
aged disabled; and
• Retention of our heritage, lifestyles and
environment by ‘thinking outside the
square’.
WE CAN DO IT.

*Chris Firns

I hold a Bachelor of Commerce Degree with
double majors in Accounting and Corporate
Administration and have served on the
council since 2007 as:
• Former Shire President;
• Chair of the Audit Committee;
• Chair of the Local Laws Advisory
Committee;

*Andrew McCann

• Regional Road Group sub-committee
representative; and
• Development Assessment Panel
representative.
I believe Toodyay deserves:
• A representative, responsive and
consultative Council;
• Accountable and transparent local
government
• Responsible and sustainable development
that enhances the environment and
encourages growth of the local economy
while preserving the rural character of
our community.
I have argued consistently for these
principals to be incorporated in all shire
policies and decision-making processes, and
will continue to support reforms for a council
that serves the people of Toodyay.
Local government should be a partnership
between the council and the administration,
with council setting the standard and
providing leadership.
The administration should serve as the
instrument of council and the community.
Council has been told there is a line (even
a brick wall) between the two that must not
be crossed – maybe so, but that line is not
where some believe it should be.
Councillors must scrutinise all proposals
and require full information from the
administration in all decision-making.
Too often individuals are criticised for
insisting on this.

Eric Twine

Hello.
Born and bred in Toodyay.
My family has farmed in the shire for

East Ward

community to best of my ability.
In doing so, I believe I have always acted
in a professional manner in accordance with
the Shire of Toodyay Code of Conduct
I am a member of the following Toodyay
Shire Council committees:
• Audit Committee;
• L o c a l E m e rg e n c y M a n a g e m e n t
Committee;
• Local Laws Committee;
• Community Depot Advisory Committee;
• Deputy Member of the Bush Fire
Advisory Committee;
• Deputy Member of the Museum Advisory
Committee;
• Council delegate for Butterly Cottages;
and
• Council delegate for the Toodyay
Community Safety and Crime Prevention
Association.
I am also a member of the following
Community Groups and committees:
• A founding member and Chairperson of
Toodyay Festivals Inc.;
• Moondyne Festival;
• Avon Woodturning Group; and
• Toodyay RoadWise Committee.
My contact details are: 16 Westview Place,
Toodyay 6566 ph: 0488 477 216.

more than 100 years and, where possible,
supported local business first.
I attended Toodyay District School for my
primary schooling before boarding at Christ
Church Grammar for high school.
In the next eight years I completed an
apprenticeship and consolidated this with
four years as a tradesman with the State
Energy Commission.
For the past 23 years my wife, myself and
our three daughters have been farming the
family property.
I would like to see a council that will:
• Listen to what the community wants;
• Continue to improve services for all parts
of the shire – we are a shire council and
not just a town council.
• Realise that to provide these services they
cannot just simply raise the rates;
• Provide the long-promised rate review;
• Look closely at how our rates are being
spent, not only raised; and
• Maximise any support from State and
Federal Governments.
If elected I hope to give thoughtful debate
with a rural influence and represent both the
North Ward and the shire as a whole.
Thankyou for considering me as your
North Ward candidate.

*Bethan Lloyd

I WOULD LIKE to contribute to the
community by continuing as a councillor
for East Ward and representing your views.
My approach to local government is

practical and common sense.
My commitment to the community has
been reflected in my participation in many
community groups and activities.
I understand the issues that affect both
farming properties and smaller subdivisions
and I am very keen to make sure that the town
continues to be a vibrant hub.
In 2016 our planning strategies and
community strategic plan will need to be
reviewed.
I look forward to participating in developing
these documents.
I bring considerable experience to the
role and am prepared to give my time to
participate fully, attend forums and council
meetings and continue to serve on advisory
committees.
I will continue to work hard to get the best
value recreational and community facilities
for Toodyay.
Protection of our environment and cultural
heritage is another priority for me.
Council has with community input
developed an environmental strategy
and formed an environmental advisory
committee to help enact the strategy, plus
environmental consideration is now part of
council decisions.
I feel I have contributed considerably to
these and other achievements.
Contact Bethan Lloyd on 9574 5882 or
email bethanlloyd_8@msn.com.
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West Ward
Ian Clifton-Shanhun

My WIFE and I have been residents of the
shire for more than 20 years and, like most
of you, we chose to live here for the lifestyle.

I hold a Master of Arts Degree in Theatre
Arts and Dance and am a Fellow of the
Commonwealth Society of Teachers of
Dancing.
As Chairman of the Australian Dancing
Board (the governing body for Professional
Dance Teachers), I have represented
Australia at both the Asia Pacific and World
Dance Councils for the past 14 years and
have represented the Asia Pacific region at
the World Dance Council for the past 8 years.
As the 2011 census shows that median
weekly income for the Shire of Toodyay is
significantly lower than that for the state,
I believe that careful, judicial financial
planning and our lifestyle choice must
feature predominantly in the decisionmaking process.
In my opinion, good governance is about
finding smarter ways to build vibrant,
sustainable and safe communities.
My extensive experience in industry
governance at state, national and international
levels and my involvement with multimillion-dollar budgetary planning will
stand me in good stead to serve you well on
council.
Thank you for your vote.

Jennifer Nicol

I HAVE lived in the West Ward since 1998

as a ‘hobby farmer’.
My experience as a ‘tree-changer’ is one
shared with an increasing number of ‘parttime’ members of the Toodyay community
– people who want to feel more connected
than they are now but are not clear how to
go about it.
We are a largely silent section of the
community. On council, I will be a voice for
this group of people.
Having spent my early years as a science
teacher and school principal, I have held a
number of senior positions in the tertiary
education sector in the last decade, both
administrative and academic, and currently
work part-time at Curtin University as
Professor of Education.
My experience has involved working on
high-level decision-making groups. I am able
to identify core concepts and ideas, propose
innovative solutions and alternatives,
consider the views of others and manage
large budgets.
Councillors need intelligence, drive and
energy and I have all these qualities.
I understand the role of council and
its constraints, and have the talents and
background to contribute to its strategic
direction.
A vote for me is a vote for progress.
Contact: 428 Keating Road, Moondyne
6567, phone: 0478222466.

*Sally Craddock

IN THE past few years, I have learned a lot
about what the electors of West Toodyay,
Julimar and Morangup value about the shire,
and about your concerns.
I think the main thing we have in common

Robert Welburn

I AM MARRIED with four children, all

If elected, I will engage with you to
understand and be your voice for what is
important to you.
We face a mine operating 24 hours a day,
seven days a week.
Scrapers, loaders, haul trucks, a conveyer
belt and a crushing plant – for a minimum
of 25 years.
The potential negative impacts include
noise, dust, loss or contamination of ground
water, additional traffic on Toodyay Road,
loss of property value and impact on
tourism and organic farms.
I do not want to look back in five years
and wish I had done more when I had the
chance – 25 years is a long time to have
regrets.
Please support me to be your voice.
Contact Danielle Wrench: 0408 944 496
or email dkw_942@bigpond.com.

Kate Wood

Hi there, I’m Kate Wood, candidate in East
Ward.

of whom grew up and were educated in
Toodyay.
I run a small earthmoving business – Avon
Dingo – which I have been operating in the
Toodyay area for more than 16 years.
Previous to that I was a lending manager
with the Commonwealth Bank for 15 years.
During the past 25 years we have been
living in Toodyay and have been involved in
various community organisations, including
the Toodyay District High School P&C.
I was on the initial steering committee for
our Community Bank, then on the original
board as director for 10 years, undertaking
various roles such as company secretary and
treasurer.
I was coach for the Toodyay Junior Football
Club and also involved in the Toodyay Senior
Football club.
I am currently also a member of the
Toodyay Lions club.
I am a strong supporter of local business,
tourism and our diverse farming community.
I believe in the provision of quality
sporting and social infrastructure, providing
opportunities for our youth and maintaining
our quality rural lifestyle.
I can be contacted on 0429379726.

Danielle Wrench

East Ward (cont.)
I live in Toodyay with my husband Daniel
and two young boys. Daniel’s family has
farmed here for almost 100 years.
I’ve been a journalist with the ABC for the
past 10 years. During this time I have gained
extensive knowledge of the issues that face
communities like Toodyay.
Council needs to reflect the community it
serves.
Almost half of Toodyay is under 45 years
old. Yet, every member of the current
Council is over 50. None of them have young
children living at home. Young families
are Toodyay’s future and we should be
represented on council.
I want to see Toodyay develop economic
and social opportunities. If elected I will take
an interest in all issues that impact Toodyay,
with a specific focus on:
• attracting responsible economic
investment, including tourism, to drive
job creation;
• ·developing adequate sport and recreation
facilities, including a swimming pool;
• ·supporting our school and other youth
organisations, to improve education and
social opportunities locally; and
• ·advocating for farmers, who remain the
region’s biggest employer.
I would be an approachable and accessible
member of council, committed to improving
communication between council and
ratepayers, and ask for your support.

is our love of our rural lifestyle.
This rural lifestyle means that we have a
strong sense of community.
This can be further strengthened by
community events, a recreation centre
and excellent medical services, as well as
facilities for young people and seniors.
Our rural lifestyle also requires sensible
development.
This means that decision-making must
involve the community, and all relevant
information must be made available.
As Perth and Northam continue to expand,
our rural lifestyle may seem under threat.
We cannot stop or ignore this but we can
ensure that we have strong input to any
changes that may occur and work them to
our advantage.
My record as a councillor shows that I
listen to the community and represent their
views on Council, and that I am committed
to informed debate and decision-making.
I am there to represent you and to listen to
what you have to say about the things that
matter to you.
I look forward to your continued support
at the Toodyay Shire Council elections on
Saturday October 17.

MY NAME is Danielle Wrench and I have
nominated for West Ward.
The potential negative impact of
the impending bauxite mine and my
determination to protect our community
and environment, guided my decision to
nominate.
The qualities I offer are leadership, an
inquiring mind, accountability, strong
communication and listening skills, and
a background in strategic and financial
management and policy development.
I also offer an ability to set standards and
priorities and monitor performance.

