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Police probe shire fracas
Michael Sinclair-Jones
POLICE are investigating an alleged assault
in the Toodyay Shire Council chambers
moments after the July meeting.
Councillors watched stunned as Shire
Deputy President Bethan Lloyd rushed from
her seat towards Cr Chris Firns as he was
leaving the chamber and allegedly punched
him several times with her fists, shouting “I
hate you, I hate you”.
The alleged assault occurred after a
disagreement over the appointment of
consultant John Phillips to conduct a
performance appraisal of CEO Stan Scott.
Cr Firns was carrying a council iPad and
documents in one hand and had his other
hand on a door handle when the alleged
assault occurred.
He left the chamber after another councillor
intervened and shut the door between him
and Cr Lloyd.
Police have taken sworn statements from
at least two councillors who witnessed
the alleged assault and say inquiries are
continuing.
When contacted later by The Herald,
Cr Lloyd emailed: “I can report that your
information is false as far as I am concerned
and I don’t expect to see anything in the
paper.”
Cr Firns, who was absent without leave
from the council’s August meeting, made a
formal complaint to police several days after
the alleged assault.
It followed a July 28 debate behind closed
doors over the appointment of Mr Phillips.
Insults flew in an exchange between Cr
Firns and Shire President David Dow when
Cr Firns rose from his seat, walked to the
President’s desk and made a remark close
to his face.
A motion to discuss the appointment
behind closed doors was carried 7-1, with
Cr Firns asking that his dissenting vote be
recorded.
The decision to appoint Mr Phillips to
conduct the CEO performance review was
carried 5-3.
Cr Firns requested that the votes of all
councillors be recorded, including that
of himself and Crs Sally Craddock and
Rosemary Madasci who opposed the
appointment.
The meeting ended at 7.48pm and the
alleged assault occurred moments later as
councillors rose from their chairs to leave
the chamber.
The public gallery was empty because no
visitors had returned to the chamber after
what was recorded in the minutes as an
11-minute debate behind closed doors.
When asked if the Council’s Code of
Conduct and WA Local Government Act
Rules of Conduct had been breached, Cr
Dow – who admitted he was present in the
chamber during the alleged assault – said “as
far as I’m concerned, it didn’t appear to be a
major incident”.
Cr Dow said he heard Cr Lloyd say
“something like I hate you” to Cr Firns and
that he “saw her hand on his shoulders”.
“There was no discussion after the alleged
attack – everyone packed up and went
home,” Cr Dow said.
Continued Page 11
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Toodyay – National Tidy
Towns Champion 2015

this month

Bruce’s Nashos reunion
Page 9

Ian’s cancer ride helps raise $50,000 for medical research

A year ago, we published a Page 3 picture This month we can report that the
story about Coondle fencing contractor Ian awareness that story generated helped Ian
Bull’s quest to raise $10,000 for cancer (second from left) raise more than $50,000.
Full story Page 5.
research.

Shock ruling sparks new
fight to stop landfill bid
A PLAN to build a major Perth rubbish tip
in Toodyay has been approved by the WA
Department of Environment Regulation.
The shock August 27 decision was
announced on the same day the bid was due
to lapse after a six-month deadline expired.
The decision flies in the face of opposition
from the Toodyay Shire Council, local MPs
and thousands of local and other residents.
The DER’s 55-page decision overruled all
objections and will allow hundreds of heavy
trucks and road trains to cart more than a
million tonnes of Perth rubbish on Toodyay
Road between Midland and Toodyay.
However, the agency was required to assess
only the environmental impact on the Chitty
Road site, not the danger of putting more
heavy haulage on one of WA’s worst roads
for fatal and serious accidents.
Local WA National Party MPs say they
oppose any new commercial waste landfill
sites in the Avon Valley.
The DER has approved a 10-12 year plan
to dump 1.5 million tonnes of ‘putrescible’
waste in a former claypit less than a kilometre
from Jimperding Brook.
It will be allowed to sit two metres above
the water table and be separated from it by a
2mm-thick plastic liner, clay and aggregate.
The Shire of Toodyay has called a
special council meeting at 3pm on Tuesday
September 8 to consider an appeal.
Shire CEO Stan Scott said the works
license could not be stopped but the council
may be able to challenge the conditions
attached to it.
“We will study the decision and compare
it with our previous submissions,” he said.
If there are differences, we will appeal to

the WA Office of the Appeals Tribunal within
the required 28-day period.”
The shire has already spent $120,000 of
ratepayer funds fighting the landfill plan
and said last month that further legal action
would cost another $10,000.
It prompted a Shire call to last month’s
WA Local Government Association annual
conference for the State to ban all new
commercial waste landfill until it adopted a
state-wide waste management plan.
The lack of a plan was criticised by the WA
Environmental Protection Authority last year
when the agency said its hands were tied in
assessing the Toodyay landfill bid.
Local National Party MP Shane Love
said he was concerned about the impact on
surface and ground water “having seen the
high water levels in the pits’.
Continued Page 3

Faster internet speeds
for Morangup as NBN
plans more towers
MORANGUP residents will get long-awaited
access to high-speed internet services under
expanded plans for Australia’s new $49
billion National Brandband Network.
A new 40m wireless broadband tower
will be built at Morangup to join five others
announced locally last year.
An NBN Co spokesperson said the first
high-speed internet connections for Toodyay
were expected by mid-2016.
Full story Page 5
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Many thanks to the volunteers who helped produce this edition of The Toodyay Herald:
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Ol’ Blind Joe

Black swans and red roses
Stirling Hamilton
IN 1697, a Dutch sailor named the Swan
River and in 1829 the western part of the
continent was declared a British settlement
to be populated by free settlers steeped in the
‘born to rule’ ethos of the Empire.
In the absence of any laws, they exercised
those liberties eagerly.
Governor James Stirling said, “I believe
I am the first Governor who ever formed
a settlement without Commission, Laws,
Instructions and Salary.”
Settlers got about 2000 acres of prime land
on the riverbanks and fenced them off.
Any Native caught ‘trespassing’ was shot
or imprisoned on Rottnest Island.
By 1832 the settler population had reached
about 1500, while Aboriginal numbers in the
South-West were estimated at about 15,000.
Aboriginal resistance was led in the early
1830s by people such as Yagan and Calyute.
When Yagan was killed in 1833, Perth
settlers lived in fear that an Aboriginal
uprising could drive them back into the sea.
It became the catalyst for an attack on a
group of up to 80 Noongars by a detachment
of 25 soldiers, police and settlers led by
Governor Stirling.
The Pinjarra Massacre in 1834 involved
the intensive firing of 24 guns for an hour,
survivors were hunted through the bush, no
male prisoners were taken alive and all the
wounded were shot.
Stirling then gave the remaining Noongars
a terrifying warning – if there were any
retaliatory payback killings, “not one would
be allowed to remain alive on this side of the
Mountains (ie: the Darling Scarp)”.

Entry Statement

Fast forward two years to Toodyay 1836.
The town’s new ‘Entry Statement’ will start
construction soon and simply say ‘Toodyay,
1836’ so I figured I’d paint a picture of what
life was like that year.
Local settlers had learned from a native
Ballardong man that the Aboriginal name
for the area was Duidgee.
Responsible government was proclaimed
in WA but it had diddly-squat to do with
representative democracy which didn’t get
to put its hand up until 1890, 50 years after
the rest of the Australian colonies.
Land for the Toodyay townsite was allotted
along West Toodyay Road but when the
settlers’ new wattle and daub cottages were
repeatedly washed away by the Avon River’s
Rainbow Serpent in full flood, they relocated
upstream to the current site.
The year 1836 was smack dab in the middle
of the dawn of a new colonial era as pastoral
pursuits superseded farming in the colony of
WA.
It was hard yakka for farmers clearing land,
tilling soil and preparing it for cultivation
without machinery while battling regular
droughts, floods and fires.
Colonists already grew enough grain
and produce to feed themselves but WA’s
isolation and lack of trading vessels kept it
a fledgling industry.
New settlers found it easier to run flocks
of sheep, which soon became the backbone
of the colony’s early prosperity.
However, it wasn’t all plain sailing in 1836.
One big mob of sheep from Sydney took
90 days to make the passage but arrived with
only 25 animals left still alive.

Eventually, however, settlers’ flocks were
roaming the Avon valleys and scattering over
outlying districts.
There were only 8119 sheep in the whole
colony and the total acreage of wheat and all
other crops combined was 2055 acres.
In June, two natives were caught in the act
of rifling a house near York and both were
shot.
The tribes vowed deadly vengeance and
began by killing sheep, and dashing out the
brains of lambs on the trees.
Lieutenant Henry Bunbury tracked one
wounded Aboriginal man into the bush and
shot him through the head.
He also recorded the names of another 11
Aboriginal men that he killed during this
period.
Settlers in the district collected the ears
of Aboriginal men they had slain to keep
a tally and Swan River settler Robert Lyon
commented on the fact that some of the
soldiers from Tasmania would as soon shoot
an Aboriginal as shoot a kangaroo.
Settlers Peter Chidlow and Edward Jones
were speared by a Ballardong Noongar who
believed he had been tricked into taking lime
instead of flour.
A York settler called Woods left a poisoned
damper for Aboriginal people, and other gifts
of poisoned flour were the cause of another
round of reprisals.
The British House of Commons was
understandably appalled that the Aborigines
were subject to summary punishments and
denied the right to appear in court or be
represented by counsel or even allowed an
interpreter.
The British Parliament’s Buxton Select
Committee on Native Peoples ruled
that “every part of this territory was the
undisputed property of the Aborigines” and
that the “territorial rights of the natives were
never considered” and in fact their claims
“whether as sovereigns or as proprietors of
the soil, have been utterly disregarded”.
The land has been taken from them without
the assertion of any title other than that
of superior force, “and this was ruled as
contrary to British common law”.

Italian missionary

AN ITALIAN gentleman, the Rev. Dr Louis
Giustiniani, was appointed as a missionary
to the colony and arrived in Perth in July.
He witnessed an Aboriginal prisoner
Goordap sentenced to rot for seven years in
Rottnest Prison “beyond the seas” for killing
a sheep.
Gear, another Wadjuk Noongar, was given
48 lashes for stealing a handful of flour.
Dr Giustianini became the first white
person to defend any Aboriginal person tried
in a court of law.
For this he was despised by settlers,
ridiculed by the media and got his marching
orders back to England the next year.
On 14 March 1836, British naturalist
Charles Darwin – the father of evolutionary
science – sailed from Australia on HMS
Beagle after a four-year scientific expedition
from his distant homeland.
Upon departing, he wrote: “Farewell,
Australia! You are a rising infant and
doubtless someday will reign a great princess
in the South: but you are too great and
ambitious for affection, yet not great enough
for respect. I leave your shores without
sorrow or regret.”

Ofﬁce Hours

September – October
Highlighted days only
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Ailing Duke Street bridge threatened with closure
Michael Sinclair-Jones
A ROW has erupted over who should pay for
repairs to the ageing Duke Street footbridge
over Toodyay’s busy east-west freight and
passenger rail link.
The WA Government says it will fund
minor maintenance ‘as a gesture of good
faith’ before handing over responsibility to
the Shire of Toodyay.
However, councillors voted 7-0 last month
to tell the Public Transport Authority to keep
the bridge and pay maintenance costs.
The footbridge is of one of three railway
pedestrian crossings in the Toodyay townsite.
The others are the Hamersley Street level
crossing on the town’s heavy haulage truck
bypass and a pedestrian level crossing at
Toodyay Railway Station.
The Duke Street bridge is the only town
crossing that doesn’t put pedestrians,
wheelchairs and motorised scooters in the
path of oncoming trains.
A PTA spokesman said Brookfield Rail
had held the contract to manage the State’s
freight rail network since 2000.
“This includes all footbridges associated
with the railway except the Duke Street
footbridge,” the PTA said.
“We don’t believe the Duke Street
footbridge is compliant with the federal
Disability Discrimination Act.
“It would be far more difficult for a
wheelchair user than the pedestrian level
crossing at the station.”

“Should the shire want to keep the
footbridge open, the PTA as a gesture of
good faith has offered to conduct minor
maintenance before handing over control.”
The issue came to a head when the PTA
wrote to the shire in April saying that the
bridge needed repairs.
However, “it is not PTA core business
to manage pedestrian (or level) crossings
on the freight network, nor do we have a
maintenance plan in place for such assets,”
the PTA said.
“The PTA would like the shire to consider
accepting responsibility for the footbridge
upon required works being completed.
“Alternatively, if the footbridge is seldom
used and council does not wish to maintain
it, the PTA could investigate its removal if
you think this is an acceptable outcome.”
Shire CEO Stan Scott said the pedestrian
footbridge was in “desperate need of
maintenance”.
“The timber decking is getting old and the
bottom rails and safety fence are rusted and
broken.
“Maintenance has been neglected by PTA
ever since it leased out the State’s railway
system to Brookfield Rail.
“There are significant financial costs if
the shire was to accept responsibility for the
Duke Street footbridge.
“An example of this is the recently
refurbished school footbridge (across the
Avon River) which cost about $800,000.”

Carry Mitchell with guide dog Indy and gopher rider Graeme Rowland use the Duke Street
pedestrian bridge to avoid having to cross the railway line in front of fast-moving trains
Shire President David Dow said it would
cost less than $100,000 to bring the Duke
Street footbridge “up to scratch”.
However, the shire strongly felt it was an
ongoing PTA responsibility.

Tea for Toodyay tops business awards
Chamber of Commerce
Barb Dadd
CONGRATULATIONS to Adele Luke
from the Toodyay Growers Market and Tea
for Toodyay – winner of the Best Toodyay
Business of the Year Award.
The awards presentation dinner was hosted
by the Northam Chamber of Commerce last
month at the Northam Recreation Centre.
Dressed to a Gatsby theme, business folk
from the Avon Valley enjoyed a sumptuous
meal, entertainment, and enthusiastically
congratulated the winners of various
sponsored Awards.
Clare Love (Clare Love Beauty Therapy)
and I represented the Toodyay Chamber of
Commerce and Toodyay Shire President
David Dow, accompanied by his wife Judith,
represented the Shire and presented the Best
Toodyay Business award.
Although the number of applicants was
down on last year, the general consensus
within the gathered group was a need to work
harder and more creatively to build greater
confidence throughout the local population
and business community.

Meerkats marketing

WE SEEM to have been talking about this
cute little animal for a while now.
But in reality, by working with this very
forward-thinking marketing company, the
Toodyay Chamber of Commerce hopes to
find the town’s ‘true collective purpose’, and
in doing so put the town of Toodyay on the
world stage.
Too ambitious?
We don’t think so, and discussions are now
underway to raise the funds for the process
to begin.

New businesses

IT HASN’T been confirmed but there is
now a very strong suggestion that the highly
acclaimed Gingin Observatory is moving to
Toodyay.
This night-time activity regularly exceeds
visitor numbers of more that 200 a week.
If all goes according to their plan,
Toodyay businesses could look forward to
a significant increase in people looking for
accommodation and restaurants.
Local cafes and local services could, as a
consequence, also see numbers improve.
As noted on the observatory’s web site “At
the Gingin Observatory just a glance through
a powerful telescope and some wisdom from
our night sky enthusiasts can unlock at least
some of the secrets of the universe we live
in.”
New owners will soon take over Wendouree
Tea Rooms which will be something different
for us all to get our teeth into.
Brewbakers shop may be looking at a
bright new personality and future.
What would we do if it wasn’t for the
bright, brave and forward-thinking people
willing to give business in Toodyay a go?

Business isn’t easy, but if you think about
it, their success and the potential flow-on
success of our town really depends on all of
us.
So hats off to those people willing to often
put a lot on the line to bring Toodyay new
business and growth.
This is where the future lies for our town.

Christmas Street Party

HAVE you noted Friday December 4 in
your diary?
Remember, this is a free event organised
by the Toodyay Chamber of Commerce and
highlights the goodwill of local businesses.
It’s an evening for Toodyay people
to thoroughly enjoy what we have – a
community that knows each other, looks
out for each other and, on this date, comes
together for a rip roaring time and do some
local shopping.
The program and list of activities is nearly
set, but some things will be kept secret until
the night.
Be there or be square.
If you’d like to hold a ‘locals only’ stall
to sell your produce or food for the hungry
crowd, please contact Barb Dadd on 0439
963 849 to organise an application form.
And of course, if you fancy volunteering
any assistance to make this year’s street

MP urges appeal
against shock
landfill ruling

Continued from Page 1
MR LOVE urged local community members
to appeal against the decision.
“I will do what I can to ensure that the
State Government is aware of the Toodyay
community’s concern about this project.
Mr Love, Mr Scott and Toodyay Shire
President David Dow met WA Transport
Minister Dean Nalder and Police Minister
Liza Harvey at Parliament House last month
to discuss “community anxiety” about
Toodyay Road.
Organisers of a 4300-signature protest
petition to State Parliament last year are
looking at other legal avenues to fight the
decision and have been offered the pro-bono
services of a professional hydrologist to
consider an appeal.

party better than the last, please contact Mark
Dimmitt on 0439 865 303.

MUNTZ&PARTNERS
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

Taxation and
Accounting Services
Elaine Hall

Annual general meeting

B.App Sci. M.Acc, NTAA

THE CHAMBER’S AGM will be held
on Monday October 26 at 7.15pm at the
Freemasons Hotel.
The chamber will provide drinks, nibbles,
great speakers and the opportunity to
network and meet new people.
We invite all businesses to become
involved

Ph 9574 2776
Fax 9574 4541

Mobile 0400 557 168
Toodyay Office
115 Stirling Terrace, Toodyay 6566
www.muntzpartners.com.au
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Shire shenanigans
IT’S RARE for alleged punches to fly in
shire council chambers – and even rarer for
nothing to be done about it.
Toodyay police are now investigating
a complaint that a deputy shire president
allegedly punched a councillor several
times while shouting “I hate you, I hate
you”.
The alleged assault occured while every
councillor was in the chamber, including
the president, who says he saw – and
certainly heard – at least part of it.
Yet four weeks later when asked what he
had said or done in response, his answer
was “nothing”.
He said he didn’t think it necessary to say
or do anything unless someone else made
a complaint to him.
Nobody contacted the councillor who
was allegedly punched to see if he was OK,
which may explain why he didn’t turn up
for the next council meeting.
That in itself is cause for concern.
The Shire of Toodyay Code of Conduct
is pretty simple.
“We conduct ourselves with integrity
and we treat everyone with dignity and
respect,” it says.
There’s nothing in it about councillors
allegedly whacking each other but you’d
think that wouldn’t be necessary.
That doesn’t mean there is no room in the
council chamber for robust debate and it
certainly doesn’t rule out making yourself
unpopular with the top table by asking
questions and arguing a dissenting view.
Ratepayers have a right to expect that their
elected representatives behave reasonably
at all times.
And the onus is on their elected president
to ensure that order prevails.

Come on Colin

DESPITE near universal opposition to a
stupid plan to dump 1.5 million tonnes of
stinking Perth rubbish in Toodyay, it’s now
got the green light (see story page 1).
All this because the Toodyay Shire
Council didn’t see it coming under
local town planning laws and the State
Government still hasn’t got its waste
management act together.
When will WA Premier Colin Barnett
– himself a Toodyay ratepayer – end this
absurd farce?
Perhaps if his rural spread wasn’t in
Julimar but on Toodyay Road – where 1.5
million tonnes of rotting garbage is headed
– he might think differently.
Come on Colin, come on.
Michael Sinclair-Jones
Editor

For your rural, business
and individual taxation and
financial solutions
210 Fitzgerald St, Northam
Phone: 9622 2822
Fax: 9622 3577
Sandy Hatherley (Director): 0417 912 923
Email: sandy.hatherley@rsmi.com.au

The way we were – spectators gather to watch the annual Toodyay Wheelbarrow Races on 18 August 1935. In the lower centre of
the photo, a bare-armed contestant in a hat is about to set off. The race was held each year during the Toodyay Show, with heavy
betting on who would win. The event involved pushing a passenger up to four miles in the fastest time and started near the former
railway station, where the Toodyay Medical Centre now stands. The ‘Wheelbarrow Craze” attracted up to 70 per cent of the town’s
population. Photo Newcastle Gaol Museum.

letters
The view from my carriage
How lucky are we to have the most
picturesque and relaxing journey on the
Avonlink to Perth.
As a regular commuter it’s a blissful way
to start and end a work day.
At this time of year it is spectacular.
Flowing river, bubbling white foam and
mist rising in the early morning competing
with the sun flickering through the forest of
jarrah, wandoo and grasstrees and seeping
over the granite outcrops.
An occasional wallaby takes a sideways
glance at the train before bounding away
through the shrub
Sit back, enjoy the meditative hum and
motion of the gently swaying carriage ... and
take in the valley view.
This would have to be one of the top short
commuter train journeys in the country if not
the world.
We are blessed to have this and we
celebrate 20 years of Avonlink this year.
Helen Shanks
Toodyay

Ol’ Blind Joe blinkered
IN LAST month’s Herald, Ol’ Blind Joe’s
article denigrates coalition political leaders
for not taking enough action on climate
change and makes the inference that science
is on the side of those who believe humans
cause it.
He is even brave enough to drag longdeceased Galileo into this.
If Galileo was alive today, he would be
disgusted in the junk science pandered by
climate alarmists.
These include discredited computer
modelling and wild, unsubstantiated claims
suggesting and exaggerating huge increases
in global temperatures, melting Himalaya
Mountains and catastrophic rises in sea
levels.
Could Ol’ Blind Joe please take off
his green blinkers and study the subject
properly?
If he were to do so, he will discover that
there has been no global warming for 18
years, that CO2 has been much higher in the

INTERNATIONAL STAR HEADLINES IN BOLGART
Exciting world class singer Alemay Fernandez will make her Australian appearance at the
West Oz Blues Fest at Bolgart which will be held from October 9th to 11th this year.
This will be an unequalled opportunity to hear a thrilling performer who sings with the likes
of the Count Basie Band on the world stage. Alemay will present a charismatic
performance of the best loved blues classics of soul, jazz and rhythm and blues heritage
songs on Saturday afternoon and a gospel session on Sunday morning. Testament to
the power of her voice is that she won the Biggest Lungs category at an international
event in Malaysia. An impressive line-up of blues artists and bands will appear over the
weekend of the West Oz Blues Fest, Bolgart just a short drive from the city. Ticket
bookings can be made via Moshtix or http://westozbluesfest.com.au/tickets/ the festival
website.

past – and life still flourished.
Even further, he will find that the biased
and corrupt Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (remember the ClimateGate
scandal?) and gullible Western governments
are spending more than a billion dollars a day
on a ‘problem’ that doesn’t exist.
Before this deceitful climate change
dogma, there was other scaremongering by
Greens and other vested interests in topics
such as the Y2k bug, acid rain, hole in the
ozone layer and SARS virus.
This apocalyptic alarmism continues,
fuelled by the politically powerful Greens
and their well-funded, hypocritical war on
humanity.
In years to come, the world will lament
this tragic waste of funding and resources
– deal with real problems facing humanity,
not concocted ones a such as this.
Garth Paltridge is a distinguished
independent Australian climate scientist
who penned a wise paragraph that sums this
up:
“... the scientific establishment behind the
‘global warming’ issue has been drawn into
the trap of seriously overstating the climate
problem in its effort to promote the cause ...
it risks destroying, perhaps for centuries to
come, the unique and hard-won reputation
for honesty, which is the basis for society’s
respect for scientific endeavour.”
Paul Michael
Wattening

Walking for diabetes
MY NINE-YEAR-OLD daughter Jessica
was diagnosed with type 1 diabetes in May
last year.
Type 1 diabetes is a lifelong auto-immune
disease that usually occurs in childhood but
can be diagnosed at any age.
Early symptoms include excessive
tiredness, drinking a lot of fluids and
unexplained weight loss.
Type 1 diabetes is caused by a person’s
immune system mistakenly turning on itself.
The disease destroys beta cells within the
pancreas and removes the body’s ability to
produce insulin.
Insulin allows the body to process sugar to
create energy.
Without insulin, the body literally starves
because it cannot process food.
My family and I are trying to make a
difference.
We take part in an annual fundraising
walk to help raise awareness and help fund
research into this life-changing disease.
This year’s walk will take place on Sunday
October 25.
To donate please visit Jessica’s page at
jdrf-walk-wa-2015.everydayhero.com.au/
jessica-1.
Thanks for your support.
Rebecca Weir
Coondle

Drawing a wrong bow
I HAVE JUST had the opportunity to read
last month’s Toodyay Herald and keep
going back to the Page 6 story with the
bold heading, ‘Crossbow, knife seized in
two-week manhunt – Police Beat with Sgt
Warren Conder’.
Well no argument, that is a knife in the
smaller photo – you got that right.
But as for the other much larger shot, that
is definitely not a crossbow, high powered
or not.
It is a PSE brand mono cam compound
bow, an entirely different animal to a
crossbow.
As for the bundle of 4 or 5 assorted length
arrow shafts, good luck with using these with
this or any other bow.
Only one of the arrow shafts has a nock
fitted, (the orange thing that connects the
arrow to the bow string).
Furthermore, none of the arrow shafts has
been fitted with points of any type.
As a potential weapon, these arrow shafts
would be of no use whatsoever.
You would have more luck throwing a
blunt stick at your intended target.
Actually, trying to shoot the one shaft with
a nock fitted would highly likely cause more
damage to the bow and/or the archer than the
intended target.
I have been involved with field archery for
a number of years and this sort of uninformed
nonsense really gets up my nose.
If you intend to write a sensational article
on any subject could you at least take the
time to get the pertinent facts correct.
If in fact the article was written by Sgt
Conder I am astounded that a sergeant in our
police force does not know the difference
between a crossbow and a bow.
Michael Edwards
Morangup
(Our apologies, but few would like to
menaced by any type of bow in the wrong
hands, which was the point of the story –
Ed.)
The Toodyay Herald invites you to have your
say in our letters page. Please email your
correspondence to news@toodyayherald.
com.au with your full name, address and
phone number. Letters that are short, sharp
and to the point about topical local issues
are preferred. The Herald reserves the right
to edit letters for length.
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Morangup to join NBN club as
first tower rises in Julimar
Michael Sinclair-Jones
MORANGUP residents will get long-awaited
access to high-speed internet services under
expanded plans for Australia’s new $49
billion National Brandband Network.
A new 40m wireless broadband tower
will be built at Morangup to join five others
announced locally last year.
A further two more NBN wireless towers
will be built in the Shire of Toodyay on sites
that have yet to be chosen.
An NBN Co spokesperson said the first
high-speed internet connections for Toodyay
were expected by mid-2016.
This is about a year later than announced
in January last year, during which time costs
have blown out by nearly $20 billion.
NBN Co says faster internet speeds will
enable movies to be downloaded in minutes,
music CDs in seconds and instant video
streaming into local residents’ homes.
It will also provide high-speed data links
for government agencies, business, medical
facilities, schools, fire brigades and other
essential community services.
A new 40m NBN wireless tower has
already been built at Julimar, and three more
have been approved for Toodyay South,
Toodyay West and Coondle.

However, plans for a fifth broadband
wireless tower to service Toodyay townsite
residents have stalled while NBN Co
continues talks with nearby land owners on
leasing a suitable hill-top location.
However, this would not delay the start
of high-speed internet services for local
residents elsewhere, the NBN spokesperson
said.
Access to wireless services will require
‘line of sight’ reception between customers
and NBN broadband towers on hill-top sites.
Meanwhile, residents in Bejoording,
Bolgart and elsewhere beyond wireless
range of the new broadband towers will be
hoping for a successful NBN satellite launch
in French Guiana on October 1.
Last year, a Russian-made Soyuz rocket
launched from French Guiana with a
European GPS satellite on board failed to
put its payload in correct orbit.
NBN Co says a successful launch next
month is expected to deliver new high-speed
internet satellite services to outlying country
areas in the first half of 2016.
A second NBN satellite is due to launch
later next year.
Both types of new NBN connections
– wireless and satellite – will be sold by
existing internet service providers.

Blood, sweat and blisters raise
$50,000 for medical research
Ian Bull
LAST AUGUST The Toodyay Herald
published a picture story about my quest to
raise funds for cancer research after losing
my mother-in-law Helen Fuller to cancer
the year before.
I am so pleased to report that the exposure
and awareness that story generated helped an
old friend and I to together raise more than
$50,000.
Our fundraising was at times relentless and
tiring but worthwhile.
I am so pleased these days when I buy a
coffee at Toodyay’s Wendourie Tearooms
that their staff uniform includes a pink
“MUMS ARMY” hat.
The 220km fund-raising bike ride attracted
1300 riders and overall raised a massive $5.2
million for cancer research.
The 60km walk saw 580 of us raise $1.8
million specifically for women’s cancers.
Overall, we helped raise $7 million to
help fund cancer research at Harry Perkins
Institute in Murdoch.
That’s pretty cool and it is significant.
I’m not a fan of the word ‘journey’ but
the journey to the end result was awesome,
inspiring and highly motivating.
I walked and rode with cancer survivors
and people who lost love ones – including
children, which breaks your heart.
We shared personal experiences, blood,

sweat and blisters and were all made to feel
like equals by staff at Harry Perkins Institute.
I am now on a first-name basis with the
director, which I say not to big note myself
but to highlight just how much value they put
on our contribution – thanks to your generous
community support.
We can attend the institute any time and
are actively encouraged to make pests of
ourselves and ask questions of any staff
member.
I was completely taken aback by the drive
of these people and their motivation in
pursuing their fields of expertise.
We partied hard at various times throughout
the fundraising and even had Australian
singer-songwriter Samantha Jade fly over
from Sydney to sing a few songs and then
fly home again all on the same day.
She just wanted to help us after losing her
mum last year.
Ironically, another family member during
this time has been diagnosed with cancer.
However this time, thanks to quality
medical research, the outlook with treatment
is extremely positive.
I had such a great and rewarding time that
we are going to do it again.
If you are interested in getting involved,
please do – the experience is awesome.
Alternatively, if you would like to donate
please call me on 0427 271 617.

Greens table anti-mine petition
Avon and Hills Mining Awareness
Group
Brian Dale
WE HAVE had another busy month.
The first cab off the rank was a
4425-signature petition presented to State
Parliament on August 11 (photo Page 12).
Greens MLC Robin Chapple said it was
one of the largest petitions he had ever tabled
and we would like to thank everyone for their
support.
Another new alliance has been established
with Bindoon/Chittering group Residents for
Responsible Mining (R4RM) led by Clair
Medhurst.
Back in May, we announced our first
alliance with Yarloop’s Community Alliance
for Positive Solutions (CAPS) headed by
Vince Puccio.
Both Clair and Vince joined us at Parliament
House to present the petition.
All three groups have agreed to support
each other in the fight to protect the Avon
and Hills from the effects of mining and to
exchange information.
Another successful community meeting is
done and dusted, this time in Darlington.
As most of the Shire of Mundaring is
peppered with bauxite or gold tenements we
decided to hold a meeting in the Darlington
Hall.
Committee member David Silk lives in

Darlington and helped organise a fantastic
meeting where our group was met by some
very enthusiastic residents totally opposed
to mining in the Perth Hills.
We have also reached a new milestone
achieving 900 facebook ‘likes’ without
having to employ a PR company with a large
promotional budget to buy them.
Our support base is growing stronger every
week as more and more people become
aware of the very real threat of open-cut
bauxite mining in the Perth Hills and Avon
Valley.
The Avon and Hills Mining Awareness
Group catch cry has long been “together we
will be heard” and with our new alliances and
increasing support we will be impossible to
ignore.
Shire councillors are up for election next
month so if you want your council to oppose
plans to mine here, make sure you know
where the candidates sit on the mining issue
before you vote for them.
If they give you the “I’m remaining neutral
line” then vote for someone who is not afraid
to stand up and be counted.
Why not consider running yourself or try
to convince someone you know to run.
Stay informed by visiting our facebook
page, facebook.com/avonandhills where you
can still follow our campaign without being
on facebook.
Contact: Brian Dale 0418 898 788

Julimar resident Lou Kidd inspects the new NBN wireless internet tower on his block

5am start sends message to MPs
Ieva Tomsons
LOCAL CAMPAIGNERS from the Avon
and Hills Mining Awareness Group set their
clocks for 5am last month to battle peak-hour
traffic to drive to Parliament House.
They handed a 4425-signature petition to
WA Greens MP Robin Chapple (see Page
12) who tabled it in the Legislative Council
later that day.
AHMAG President Brian Dalesaid it was
the result of “a year’s serious campaigning to
raise awareness of the threat to Hills residents’
lifestyle and irreversible environmental
impacts if mining is given the green light”.
The mainly middle-aged contingent
happily waved their anti-mining placards
and greeted arriving politicians by name.
Their laid-back approach was duly noted
by Mr Chapple who remarked that the MPs
seemed to warm to the non-confrontational
style of petitioning Parliament.
Mr Dale said it has been a rapid learning
curve for AHMAG members and supporters
who started out as “shell-shocked and
powerless residents, worried about the threat

to their lifestyle and environment”.
Nine months later, most members can
talk informatively and factually about
how bauxite mining will affect local water
resources, impact fragile eco-systems and
endangered species and, destroy productive
farmland.
One young Morangup family interrupted
their busy schedules to attend the protest with
their three-year-old daughter Kahlia.
Melinda and Brian Feucs are incensed that
they bought their rural property only a year
before learning that they could be living next
door to a mine site.
“After years of working away and saving
hard to buy our dream block, we are
absolutely devastated,” Mr Feucs said.
“This our ‘forever’ home and we want it
to be a safe and healthy place to raise our
children.
“We won’t give up.”
Retirees Hope and David Jones have
lived in Morangup for the past 17 years
and are putting in the hard yards collecting
signatures three days a week at Mundaring
Shopping Centre.

Computer
problems?

Whatever the
problem, there is
a SOLUTION! -

Need help with
new or old
computers?
Training,
Hardware and
Software support
for home or
business?

I will travel to
your home,
farm or office
to provide
the service
you need!

Please call or text David Cornforth
For a very competitive quote

0479 112 166
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Farmers face prosecution if stray stock kill motorists

Police Beat
With Sgt Warren Conder
TOODYAY police continue to be concerned
at the serious risk to motorists’ safety from
local farm livestock wandering on public
roads.
The three worst local ‘hot spots’ are the
Bindi Bindi Road, Julimar Road and the
Clackline-Toodyay Road.
Two stray cattle were reported wandering
on Bindi Bindi Road last month.
Shire rangers impounded one animal but
the other was still wandering at large on
Church Gully Road.
The owner was notified, infringement
notices prepared and a fencing order issued.
Shire rangers reported that it had become
very hectic rounding up livestock and very
dangerous for motorists on the busy roads.
“If a car hits a cow and someone is killed,
the farmer could find themself in serious
trouble,” Sgt Conder said.
“A coroner may find the farmer indirectly
responsible by allowing their livestock to
wander on the road.
“I understand fences get damaged but
farmers are responsible for their livestock
at all times.
“It poses a significant risk to drivers.
“I’m totally getting fed up with the fact
that local livestock are still being allowed
to roam on our roads.”

Private investigator attacked

A PERTH private investigator inquiring into
a Morangup property dispute was allegedly
assaulted with a metal bar and had his vehicle
tyres slashed in late July.
The incident occurred when the private
investigator parked his car in Morangup
Road and walked up to a house to question
an occupant.
Part of the incident was captured on video.
Police inquiries into a ‘person of interest’
are continuing.

Gardening thieves on video

TOODYAY police have partially identified
some of five young offenders who broke into
the Toodyay Garden and Outdoor Centre and
the Toodyay Tennis Club overnight on the
weekend of August 15 and 16.
The thieves broke into the garden centre in
Charcoal Lane and stole a trolley, plants and
potting mix.
The trolley was dumped in the IGA carpark
and the same thieves then broke into the
tennis club in Fiennes Street, opposite the
Toodyay Shire Council offices.

Racquets and tennis balls were stolen and
other property strewn around the premises.
“We have strong leads on the offenders and
their actions were caught on closed circuit
TV cameras,” Sgt Conder said.
In a separate incident, a window was
smashed to gain entry to the Caltex service
station near Newcastle Bridge on Saturday
August 15 but nothing appeared to have been
stolen.

What to do if you see a roo

A DRIVER was lucky to escape death when
he swerved to avoid a kangaroo on Toodyay
Road and smashed head-on into a tree.
The accident happened at 2am near
Jingaling Brook Road as the motorist was
heading towards Toodyay.
The driver suffered a suspected broken
pelvis and back and was airlifted to Royal
Perth Hospital.
His blue Mitsubishi sedan (pictured) was
a write off.
Sgt Conder said the driver was lucky to
survive because his car hit the tree head on.
“The fronts of cars are designed to crumple
around the motor and absorb the shock of
impact,” he said.
“The sides of cars are not built to handle
impact, which is why you should never
swerve to avoid a kangaroo or other animal.
“You are more likely to lose control in a
swerve and slam sideways into a tree.
“A big number of fatal crashes involve side
impacts.
“The first thing to do when you see a roo in
front of you is to always brake in a straight
line.
“If you’re going to crash, your chances of
survival improve dramatically if you place
the front of the car at the impact point.
“Modern cars brake extremely well in
a straight line but you have to be careful
your anti-lock braking system doesn’t turn
the brakes rapidly off and on, which can be
dangerous on wet roads.
“Police are taught to ‘curl the toe’ and
repeatedly ease the pressure on the brake
pedal while stopping to avoid this happening.
“However, the most important thing is to
always aim to brake in a straight line.”

Toodyay Road danger

SGT CONDER said Toodyay Road was
heavily policed by patrols from Toodyay,
Midland and the Wheatbelt Traffic
Enforcement Group.
“Contrary to what some people think,
police patrols get sent there all the time,”
Sgt Conder said.
“However, no matter how many cars we
put on the road, two things need to happen.
“Firstly, drivers need to be aware and
responsible for their own driver behaviour.
“That means managing fatigue, minimising
distractions and ensuring their vehicle’s
brakes, lights, tyres and other vital parts are
all in good working order.
“Secondly, the condition of the Toodyay
Road itself does not favour road safety.

The driver of this car survived a head-on smash into a tree after swerving to avoing a roo
on Toodyay Road

Every motorist’s nightmare –stock wandering on the road after dark
“It has a high number of fatalities and adjust their driving behaviour to compensate
for the condition of the road.
serious accidents because of its condition.
“No amount of police cars can help that.”
“Motorists need to be aware of that fact and

Toodyay leads Avon in waste
management strategy
Fly on the Wall
Peter Robinson
L A S T F e b r u a r y, t h e Av o n R e g i o n
Organisation of Councils (AROC) appointed
consultants IW Projects to produce a
strategic waste management plan for the six
local government member bodies, including
Toodyay.
The analysis shows Toodyay is the most
advanced in waste management, a status we
should strive to maintain by making more
improvements.
Last month’s Toodyay Shire Council
meeting adopted the report 7-0, with Crs
Andrew McCann and Chris Firns absent.
The meeting ran more smoothly than I
had witnessed in some time, although Shire
President David Dow forgot a couple of
times that the unanimous vote was 7-0 not
9-0.
Councillors discussed a report on the status
and future use of some of the shire-owned
buildings.
The recommendation for the shire’s
administration buildings noted the “long
term future of administration office
accommodation be considered in the context
of decisions around the future of Connors
Cottage” in Piesse Street.
The recommendation for Mrs O’Reilly’s
Cottage in Stirling Terrace was to “carry out
repairs to rectify storm damage as a matter
of urgency”.
Given the length of time the damaged roof
has been covered with a tarp, the shire’s view
on urgency is questionable.
During a discussion on granting an
extractive industry licence, Cr Sally
Craddock part jokingly asked why the public
liability cover needed to be just $10 million
when her own is $20 million to use a shire
building for yoga.
Shire CEO Stan Scott quipped that yoga
was more dangerous.
However councillors did ponder the
question and decided to increase the
insurance cover to $20 million.
The WA Public Transport Authority
generously offered to hand over the Duke
Street footbridge across the railway line to
the shire so that we ratepayers can pay for
long-standing maintenance needs that the
WA Government has chosen to ignore.
The last time this occurred we were conned
by the WA Education Department and
acquired a $300,000 bill for repairs for the
school footbridge over the Avon River.
Thankfully, shire memory is long enough
to ensure it doesn’t all into that trap again.
Councillors refused the PTA request and
we now wait to see if the PTA will wield its
weight and close the bridge due to lack of

maintenance (see story Page 3).
Discussion on the future use of Connors
Cottage and surrounds indicated the shire’s
desire to use it as an administration centre,
enabling most of the staff to be co-located.
However, Cr Bethan Lloyd was very strong
in her support for shire staff to remain at the
current site.
I would agree with her that this is the best
option.
However, a temporary donga installed
15 years ago next to the old courthouse to
provide additional office space for shire staff
should go and an area without archaeological
significance be developed nearby.
It seems logical to me that Connors
Cottage next to the Toodyay Visitors Centre
would be best suited for community use,
particularly by community groups that would
benefit by showing a public face.
These include the Toodyay Friends of the
River, Historical Society and others.
The shire office does not need to attract
walk-in visitors – people on shire business
will go wherever the office is located.
Cr Dow and Mr Scott are Toodyay’s
delegates to the WA Rural Water Council.
The appointment of Fire Control Officers
(FCOs) proved interesting.
The shire’s bushfire operating procedures
were adopted about a year ago and set out
qualifications needed for FCO appointments.
FCOs need to complete four senior courses
but only two on the shire list have done all
four.
The remainder will need to catch up.
The Shire is very insistent they complete
the courses but holds the view that there is
no better qualification than experience.
In any case, a bushfire that becomes major
is taken out of local control.
More importantly, I believe FCOs should
be given more responsibility on the fire
ground to gain experience with both people
management and fire behaviour.
Cr Rayner moved for 14 shire FCOs to
be appointed, including one from Fire and
Emergency Services.
The motion was passed but Cr Madacsi
asked that her vote against it be recorded
because she was concerned about liability.
The council re-appointed Craig Stewart
as Chief Bushfire Control Officer and made
Rowan Hunter and recently-appointed
Community Emergency Services Manager
Robert Koch the two deputies.
A final item about Butterly Cottages aged
care facilities was discussed behind closed
doors, leaving me languishing for 45 minutes
out in the cold.
No further information was forthcoming
but a report will presented to the next council
forum.
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Big drop in numbers as
firies struggle to cope
Coondle Volunteer Bush Fire
Brigade
James Knapp

Julimar volunteer firies on call-out for last summer’s fire season.

Time now to declare war on weeds
Julimar Volunteer Bush Fire Bridage
Alison Wroth
RAIN is pouring down outside as I write
this, and our storm drains are getting a good
workout.
Here we are approaching start of spring and
all of a sudden winter starts to show its face.
Amazing weather and hasn’t it made a
change to the landscape?
At long last paddocks are bursting with
growth, which will keep smiles on farmers’
faces for a few weeks yet.
Of course, all this rain brings weeds which
eventually dry off and die, leaving plenty of
fuel for even the smallest spark to catch on
to.
An ideal way to clear fire breaks and
remove weeds is to spray them while they
are still growing.
This completely removes grass and
unwanted growth, leaving bare ground which
is excellent preparation for firebreaks and
around a home.
As spring approaches, start thinking of
weeds as the enemy and get on top of them
fast.
There are still plenty of off-season jobs
to do at the Julimar Volunteer Bush Fire
Brigade to prepare for oncoming summer
fire season.
Rosters need to be prepared so we know

who is available, who is able and skilled to
drive, and who will be crew leaders.
We also need to ensure crews have the
proper mix of experience levels.
Equipment needs to be constantly checked
so it is always ready to go at a moment’s
notice.
Off-season training is ‘refresher’ training
and everyone is invited.
It can involve work with radios and
drafting water into the trucks.
All members get involved and can
hopefully learn interesting points along the
way that they didn’t know before.
However, as last month’s column pointed
out, it’s not all hard work at Julimar.
After we do our pre-season training and
prep we are guaranteed some yummy
homemade food for supper and a cool drink
(or the odd cuppa) to wash the dust or mud
from everyone’s throats.
Our next general meeting – pre season
training/preparation – is on Saturday
September 19.
It will be followed and greeted with open
arms by a Pizza Night put on by our lovely
ladies in catering.
If you are interested in putting a fire plan
together or just want to meet new or friendly
faces from your local area come on down to
the Fire Shed on Friday evenings from 5pm.
It all happens at the ‘Fire Place.’

THE NUMBER of volunteer fire fighters
across the state – including in the Shire of
Toodyay – is near an all-time low.
This year we will struggle with the number
of trained local volunteer fire fighters
available to crew vehicles.
That might come as a shock to some people
but makes it harder for volunteers to respond
to emergency call-outs after a full day’s
paid work and return to their jobs next day
suffering fatigue.
If you are willing to volunteer some time to
help your community stay safe this summer
and help ease the workload, I know that
every brigade in the shire would be happy
to hear from you.
Being a part of a volunteer bush fire brigade
is more than just fire fighting.It also offers
a ‘family’ camaraderie that forms when
a group of individuals dedicate so much
time to protecting the community from the
devastating effects of fire.
These are the people who at times put their
lives on the line to ensure the safety of others
they have never met.
If you live in the Coondle area and would
like to consider volunteering even if only for
an “in case of emergency” situation, please
feel free to come down to the station on
Coondle West Road after 5pm on a Friday.
Last month we farewelled two long-serving
volunteer fire fighters who are now on their
way around the country with a caravan in
tow.
Jenny and Collin Blanchett have devoted
several years of fire fighting experience and
service to the community.
Their knowledge and contribution to the
brigade will be sorely missed.We all wish
them a safe, relaxing and happy journey.

Winter is coming to an end and with the
weather warming up, so is the brigade.
Winter provided members of all brigades
with a well-earned break.
With summer again approaching, people
are fast running out of time to safely and
freely burn off their excessive fuel loads.
Now is the time to do it but please remain
vigilant because the dead undergrowth of
green paddocks can still carry a fire after a
few warm and dry days.
The intensity isn’t there but it can still be
nerve-wracking for unsuspecting people if a
fire spreads beyond its expected boundary.
Fire fighters shire-wide are preparing for
the coming season with more training and
more time spent checking equipment to
ensure it is in safe working order.
When the time comes, everything needs to
be in good working order – just like the fire
fighters using it.
To find out more about how to keep your
property and family safe in a fire, please
come down to the station on a Friday night.
We have lots of useful information from
the WA Department of Fire and Emergency
Services and Shire of Toodyay.
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‘There’ll be bush fires for
sure – we’ll all be rooned’
Toodyay Central Volunteer Bush Fire
Brigade
Mick McKeown

Ambos seek Community Hero
St John Ambulance
Heather Appleby
DO YOU know someone who has gone
above and beyond the line of duty to give first
aid and help prevent death or serious injury?
If so, they could be honoured as a
Community Hero.
The St John Ambulance WA Community
Hero Awards acknowledge outstanding acts
of men and women from the community and
St John Ambulance WA.
All acts between October last year and
October this year are eligible.
Nominations must be received by St John
Ambulance WA by 5pm, Friday October 16.

Gearing up for
next season
Morangup Volunteer Bushfire
Brigade Sue Maddrell
UNDER THE guidance of our equipment
officer, Stan Leeder, the brigade has been
busy making sure the trucks and equipment
are ready for the coming fire season.
There are hazard-reduction burns to be
done if the weather allows which will give
our new members some training before the
season starts.
A fire call this week is an early reminder
that the season isn’t that far off and any last
minute trimming of scrub and trees needs
to be done this month as restricted burning
comes into place from October 1.
Mick Lee our resident bricklayer has built
the brigade a fire pit that will see the members
enjoy outdoor fires, in comfort, next winter
after general meetings. Thanks Mick once
again for your generous contribution to the
community.
We are also gearing up for the Toodyay
Show in October with our annual fundraising
stall of jams, pickles and cakes etc.
Anyone in the Morangup community
wishing to donate any home-made goodies
can contact Sharon Gamble on 95747012.
A flyer reminding everyone about the
fundraising stall will be coming out soon.

Police offer online
advice to keep
businesses
safe from crime
Toodyay Community Safety and
Crime Prevention Association
Desraé Clarke
A BUSINESS security audit is designed to
help business owners consider how they can
improve security and crime prevention in
their business.
The audit covers a wide variety of topics
outside and inside the business premises.
Outside suggestions for crime prevention:
include frontage, doors, windows and
security lighting and alarms.
Indoor crime prevention can include closed
circuit TV, building layout, safes, cash
handling, high-risk products, escape routes
and many other topics.
This valuable information can be obtained
online from from communitysafety.police.
wa.gov.au/images/resources/Business_
Security_Audit.pdf
Emergencies: Call 000
Toodyay Police: 9574 9555
CRIMESTOPPERS: 1800 333 000
Goodbye Graffiti: 1800 44 22 55

To nominate a hero, simply visit
stjohnambulance.com.au.

Raffle prizes sought
THE ST JOHN Ambulance Toodyay SubCentre will soon be getting prizes together
for our annual monster Christmas raffle.
If you can donate goods or vouchers for
services to help us put together our usual
wonderful Christmas hamper prize, and
make someone’s Christmas extra special,
please let us know.
You can contact the Sub-Centre on 9574
2390 or our fundraising volunteer Heather
Appleby on 0149 906 083.

IT MAY have been winter last month but
Toodyay Central still attended two bushfires
last month – one was due to negligence, the
other because a planned burn went wrong.
The first fire started on a Coondle road
verge and appeared to have started from a
cigarette thrown from a passing vehicle.
The second fire was a planned burn on
private property that got out of control.
Bush fires at this time of the year are
unusual but the fact that they happened is
testimony to the dryness of leaf litter around
the shire.
If you’re planning to light a fire in
September or at any other time, please take
all precautions to prevent it escaping and
have the necessary equipment and water on
hand to extinguish it if needed.
Be particularly careful if the weather
becomes windy or, in the words of poet John
O’Brien:
There’ll be bush-fires for sure, me man,
There will without a doubt;

We’ll all be rooned,” said Hanrahan,
Before the year is out.
Central brigade is always keen to welcome
new members.
The training provided will not only help
you to help others but it will also give you
the skills and confidence to help yourself
when the need arises.
If you are interested in finding out more
about our brigade or would like to join, please
contact Captain Mick McKeown on 0439
998 808, Secretary Wayne Clarke on 6364
3609 or send an email to 2jcentralvbfb@
westnet.com.au.
Our next monthly meeting is at 7:30pm on
Tuesday September 22 at the fire station in
Stirling Terrace.

Advertising feature

Trail bike heaven pits rider against obstacle course
Make Smoking History
THE STATE’S best trial riders will be
displaying extraordinary skills in the
2015 Make Smoking History WA Trial
Championships this month.
This demanding discipline of
motorcycle sport will be held at the
farm property of Mr Chris McKay at
the corner of Woodendale Road and the
Toodyay-Goomalling Road on Sunday,
September 13.
The action runs from 9.30am-3.30pm.

Entry is free to this exciting event which
is proudly sponsored by Make Smoking
History and Healthway. The event and
venue is Smoke Free.
Toodyay locals will be assisting in the
running of the event, so come and support
the Toodyay High School P&C who will
be supplying all the catering on the day and
the Toodyay St John Ambulance volunteers
who will be making sure emergency
services are available on site.
The P&C will also be helping with the
administration (scoring) at the event.

Motorcycle Trial is not racing - it is
simply a competitor and their bike pitted
against the terrain.
Trial is a sport of balance, skill and
concentration. One at a time, competitors
will ride over an obstacle course of
boulders, streams, hill climbs, logs, drop
offs, and nearly anything else.
Trial riders compete in all weather
conditions.
From Juniors aged 7 years through to
Veterans from 40 to 70 years plus, there
are classes to cover all rider ability levels
such as A, B and C Grade, Club Class and
also Veterans (40 years plus).
Trial motorbikes are specially made hightech machines. They are very light (less
than 70kg), have a low seat height and lots
of power.
They have a single cylinder, liquid cooled
engine, around 250cc capacity with lots of
ground clearance and suspension travel.
The event will be made up of different
sections to enable riders to test their skills.
A Trial section is typically a taped area
of natural terrain, incorporating obstacles
such as rocks, creeks, mud, tree stumps..
Different colour markers within the
section determine the passage through the
section (‘the line’) a particular graded rider
must take.
For example an A grade rider will ride
between red markers, B grade follow
yellow markers, C grade follow blue
markers and Club Class and Junior riders
follow white markers through the section.
The higher the grade, the more difficult
the section and line.
A rider ‘earns’ one point each time they
put a foot down (a ‘dab’).
After three points in any one section the
rider may continue to dab or stop without
incurring any more points.
If the rider falls off or stalls the bike with
their feet on the ground or if the bike moves
backwards they are given five points (a
‘five’).
The rider with the lowest score at the end
of the day in each grade is the winner.
The course for the 2015 Make Smoking
History State Championships will consist
of 10 sections spread over an area of varied
terrain, with riders completing 4 or 5 laps
depending on their grade.
There will also be a support class on
display.
This is one motorcycle sport where
spectators can get quite close to the action
and the venue will allow easy access from
section to section.
This event is promoted by Pathfinders
Trials Motorcycle Club.
So if you’re looking for excitement
on Sunday September 13, come down
and support the Toodyay High School
P&C and take a look at the 2015 Make
Smoking History Western Australian Trial
Championships - you won’t believe what
you see.
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‘Lucky’ marble rolls into
a lifetime of friendship
Vietnam War conscription
Bruce Guthrie
A CHANCE meeting at last year’s Anzac
Day commemorations in Toodyay touched
off a flood of memories for two men brought
together as strangers in Perth as the Vietnam
War escalated in the1960s.
They both saw service in Vietnam as a
result of the ‘lucky’ marble ballot called
conscription.
Max Howard and Bruce Guthrie, aged 20 at
the time, were among a total of about 68,000
young men conscripted to support Australia’s
war effort.
Max went to school at East Victoria
Park, Bentley, and Bruce at Cottesloe and
Hollywood High School. Max worked at the
Perth department store Foy and Gibson and
Bruce at the Agriculture Department.
On February 1 1967, Max and Bruce, as
part of the seventh intake, were summoned
to report to Irwin Barracks in Karrakatta for
induction into the Australian Army. They
were introduced to many formalities and
the inevitable waiting. Eventually they were
bussed to Perth Airport for a charter flight to
Victoria.
The send-off from Perth was a huge

occasion with conscripts, families and
friends packing the small airport terminal
in stifling conditions on a very hot night.
The red-eye flight to Victoria followed, with
a 6am arrival and then transport in open
trucks and breakfast at the purpose-built
Puckapunyal recruit training camp. Many
men experienced their first aircraft flight and
travel away from WA on this trip.
What followed over the next 10 weeks was
a strange and foreign life and a big shock to
the system.
Accommodation was established, kit was
issued, heads were shaved and insults and
humiliation were served up ad nauseum. Max
and Bruce were assigned to C Company 13
Platoon.
At the end of 10 weeks recruit training and
a pass out parade, each was assigned to corps
for training. Max went to School of Artillery
at North Head in Sydney (some of the best
real estate in Sydney) and Bruce went to
Service Corps (transport) at Bonegilla out of
Albury. During this period life resumed some
normality of 7am to 4pm days and weekends
off. Both men managed to travel home for
their 21st birthdays.
Later in 1967, Bruce was assigned to
driving duties for 12 months at Vung Tau

Toodyay reunion brings Max Howard (left) and Bruce Guthrie together after 47 years.
When they caught up last year over coffee
in South Vietnam and Max assigned to
artillery for 16 months at Butterworth at the Toodyay District High School, a brief
in Malaysia. During these posting many question and answer session between the two
determined the connection established some
lifelong friendships were formed.
The camaraderie was particularly strong 47 years ago.
Photos were exchanged and a lasting
among national servicemen and the job at
friendship was established.
hand was completed.
Both agree that in their cases - two years
Following national service many men
returned to their former employers (as of national service in the Australian Army required by law) and did not engage with ex- forged a strong connection with the spirit of
service organisations. In later life these two the Australian digger. It provided the proud
conscripts and many others chose to join the opportunity to wear the slouch hat and has
Returned and Services League of Australia. many memories of a job well done.

Members set to fall in as last post sounds for Ray
Toodyay RSL Sub Branch
Bruce Guthrie
THE TOODYAY Returned and Services
League will hold its AGM at 2pm on
Saturday September 5 at the Toodyay Club.
Elections will be held for all positions.
All members, prospective members, family
and friends are welcome to attend.

Honouring Ray Edwards
SUB BRANCH members gathered at
the Toodyay Cemetery to support family
members at the funeral of Ray Edwards.

Members formed a guard of honour to
escort the funeral cortege to Ray’s final
resting place.

Vietnam 50 years on
MEMBERS, family and visitors from Perth
metro and Queensland all gathered at Anzac
Park on August 18 to commemorate Vietnam
Veterans Day.
Afterwards hospitality was enjoyed
courtesy of the Victoria Hotel.
It is 50 years since Australian forward
troops first landed in South Vietnam taking
up a defensive position out of Bin Hoa base

prior to taking up permanent base in Nui Dat.
This war was to be a long protracted affair
with many Australians paying the supreme
sacrifice in service of their country.

Sandakan Scholarship
PLEASE LOOK out for our advertisement
in the Herald, posters around town and on
Facebook for the 2016 Sandakan Scholarship
Tour for a Year 8 or 9 student in the Shire
of Toodyay.
Previous winners have all said how
fantastic and how life-changing the tour was
for them.

For more RSL News call 0437 228 879

War medals
EARLIER this year we reported the handing
in of six war medals (believed to be stolen )
to the RSL on Anzac Day 2015.
These medals were subsequently forwarded
to a group in Canberra who specialise in
locating families of the veterans whose
names are inscribed on the medal.
Three of the medals have been returned to
the holders’ families.
This is a significant effort. Well done all.

Felicitas Bauxite Mining Project
Felicitas Bauxite Mining Project

It’s Showtime....

We have been encouraged by the positive feedback we have had from the community
over the last 12 months or so. The majority of people we have engaged with have been
supportive of our plans for a well-designed project and the benefits it can bring in local
jobs, opportunities for local businesses and boosting the local economy.
We will continue to engage with the community to ensure concerns are heard and
addressed during this early stage of the project’s development. Like any project, we
will be subject to a comprehensive assessment by the WA Environmental Protection
Authority (EPA) as part of the State’s approval process before mining can occur.
We have not yet referred any project to the EPA for assessment and are unable to give
a definitive timing on this yet. BAJV have engaged specialist consultants to undertake
various studies required for an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). Which will
accompany the project referral and assessment which may take 18 to 24 months.

Our business aspires to be part of the communities we operate in. To make an
important contribution and have a strong and transparent relationship with our
neighbours. We have supported several local organisations and been involved with
local activities for the past few years. In 2015, we will be participating the local
agricultural shows as follows - hope to see you there!
•
•
•

Northam Show:
Toodyay Show:
Gidgegannup Show:

12 Sept 2015
10 Oct 2015
31 Oct 2015

We anticipate we are still about 3 years away from operating. We are always available
to discuss the Felicitas project or any concerns you may have. Or you can contact one
of the local community representatives on the Bauxite Mining Community Advisory
Group.

Community Newsletter up and running
If you would like to join the e-mail or postal list please contact us.

Community Advisory Group
The Bauxite Mining Community Advisory Group (BMCAG) is established and has held
four meetings to date. The BMCAG’s aim is to ensure a broad range of views are heard
and enable the community representatives to contribute to the projects. Next month’s
discussion topics will be on mining and noise studies.
The group elected 3 new representatives from Morangup last month – A big welcome
to the newest members. Get in touch with your local rep and they will assist as best
they can in seeking information and providing updates to you. For further information:
www.bauxitemining.com.au
Chair: Leigh Hardingham e: leigh@hardingham.com.au t: 0427 943 879

Phone: 1800 088 042 / 08 9200 6300 or Email: admin@bajv.com.au

Pictured: Northam & Toodyay Shows 2014

We will have a marquee at the Shows, providing updates and background information
on our project plans. Exploration and mining isn’t only thing on the agenda. We are
also running fun activities for kids and big kids alike including a Digger Challenge,
Animal colouring in and more. Come down and join us at the Show!

Web: www.bajv.com.au or Facebook: Bauxite Alumina Joint Ventures
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Hundeds flock to Toodyay for
Targa West road rally
BRIGHT sunshine and a warm winter’s
day made for a perfect 2015 Targa West
Rally through Toodyay last month.
Moving the rally’s Day Three pit stop to
the newly sealed Charcoal Lane car park
proved a masterstroke for competitors and
spectators alike.

Police investigate shire fracas
as council elections loom
Continued from Page 1
“I don’t know if it is my responsibility to
enforce the code of conduct,” Cr Dow said.
“I don’t believe I have authority to do
or say anything without first receiving a
complaint.
“I can’t act unless I receive a complaint.
“Unless someone else indicates there is a
problem, I am reluctant to create a problem
if there is no problem.”
Another councillor contacted by The
Herald on Friday August 28 declined to
comment and next morning emailed their
concerns to Cr Dow.
Cr Dow said he didn’t know until then that
a police inquiry was underway.
“Now that it has been brought to my
attention, I have an obligation to check it
out,” Cr Dow said.
“I will now investigate what action will be
taken.”
Cr Dow said he did not believe Cr Lloyd
should stand down as deputy shire president
pending the outcome of the police inquiry.
“Absolutely not,” he said.
“She was possibly angry and frustrated
at Cr Firns’ behaviour at this and previous
meetings, and his offensive behaviour
immediately after the July meeting.
“He’s been bloody feral, so it’s not only all
one-sided.
“The bottom line is that it was a continuation
of bad behaviour on Cr Firns’ part.”
Another councillor who declined to be
named said there was never a justification
for alleged physical violence.
“Verbal provocation is no justification,” the
councillor said.
“A shire president has a responsibility to
uphold and administer the code of conduct
because they are the leader.”
Cr Firns declined to comment.
The next shire elections are due on
Saturday October 17 when five seats on the

nine-member council will be contested.
The five seats are currently held by Crs
Lloyd, Firns, Sally Craddock, Rosemary
Madasci and Andrew McCann.
Nominations for those seats open on
Thursday September 3 and close eight days
later at 4pm on Thursday September 10.

It also freed up the normally busy
Stirling Terrace shopping precinct for
Saturday morning locals and tourists,
providing a boost for local traders.
The only obvious casualty of the
day was a a Porsche GT3 driven by
Alexis Bachofen which hit a kangaroo on

Stirlingia Drive and smashed a windscreen
while not actually taking part in the time
trials.
Drivers said they liked the new pit stop
format and crews were told to buy their
food and drink from local outlets in town
instead bringing them from Perth.
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Too long to wait after judging the Game Bird Pie

Restaurant Raconteur
Ravi Broadbean
I WAS RECENTLY honoured by being
asked to judge the Game Bird Pie section
in a CWA Bush Catering Competition at
Goomalling and on our way back to Perth
in the evening Bonita and I decided to stop
at Toodyay for sustenance.
The most impressive looking establishment
along the High Street appeared to be the
Freemasons Hotel and we ventured in.
Some locals having drinks on the veranda
pointed our way to the dining room and we
discovered a very pleasant room with a bar
counter in the corner.
Being quite used to Toodyay’s protocol by
now we waited there for service.
There were a couple of tables occupied
and after a wait of about five minutes one
of the kind people on the nearest table to us
shouted across to inform us that if we wanted
to order a meal we would have to go down
to the public bar.
“This is a novel experience,” I thought as
we headed down a longish corridor to the bar
where we waited whilst the barmaid served
drinks to a couple of patrons.
We picked up a menu from the table in the
dining room and the very friendly barmaid
directed our attention to the ‘Specials’ menu
on a blackboard (in saying ‘very friendly’ I
assume that the term ‘Doll’ when applied to
a late forties, portly, balding man is a term
of endearment).
By this time we had been in the
establishment for about 15 minutes and eager
to proceed with our journey home to Perth,
we skipped the entree and Bonita ordered
Lamb Shank off the blackboard for $24 and
I ordered a medium rare Scotch Fillet with
pepper sauce at $36.
There was a choice of two desserts – homemade sticky date pudding served with fresh
cream at $9.50 or hot fudge sundae at $8.
We both selected the pudding.
The wine list was reasonably extensive and
inexpensive.
We ordered a bottle of 2014 Chateau
Marrive Rouge Classique.
I paid the barmaid, was given a table
number flag and we headed back to the
dining room to wait.
And wait ... and wait ... and wait.
Bonita was driving home so drank just a

New local
support group
ready to lend a
helping hand
Toodyay Locals Care
Jacque Broadwood

The Freemasons Hotel
small glass of wine and I saw off the rest of
the bottle.
Forty five minutes later our main course
arrived accompanied by an apology from
the delightful waitress who appeared to be
the only other staff member in the pub apart
from the barmaid.
We assume there was a cook.
Bonita’s shank was well cooked and
flavoursome but luke warm.
My medium rare steak was hot, cooked
nearly to a frazzle and without pepper sauce.
The chips were quite good and the salad
was ordinary.
Bonita had the impression that the mash was
actually ‘Smash’ (do Toodyay restaurants get
a bulk price on this commodity?) but we
didn’t ask the waitress for confirmation.
Normally we would have returned both
meals, but we had had a hard day and really
wanted to get back to civilisation as soon as
possible.
Maybe we just picked a bad day and the
wrong dishes.
Other main courses were Garlic Prawns at
$27.50, Fish and Chips at $22.50, Chicken
Breast at $24.50 and several similar
selections.
Without knowing it at the time, we made
the right decision by not having a starter.
There were four items on the menu, two
of which were Chips and Potato Wedges;
the other two were Garlic Bread and Garlic
Prawns.
Not really a very imaginative choice of
entree for garlicphobes or those on a diet.

The service of the pudding was a good
deal quicker than the main course and the
waitress informed us that the publican’s wife
had made the sticky date pudding.
Bonita and I are both devoted afficionados
of this dish and we were pleasantly surprised.
The texture was good, there were adequate
dates and the sauce was excellent.
The fresh cream advertised in the menu had
transmogrified into a side dish of vanilla ice
cream but that did not take anything away
from the quality of the pudding.
At least we finished on a high note.
We left Toodyay and headed down the
hill a little sad that we had not had a good
experience with our first pub meal in
Toodyay.
The Freemasons is a typically colonial
establishment and appears to be a very
friendly and popular pub.
It has, apparently, featured in a couple of
films.
I acknowledge that staffing, especially
early in the week when customer numbers
are low, is expensive and has to be carefully
managed, but a sign in the dining room
directing patrons to the public bar to order,
it would have alleviated one problem.
Freemasons is known as the top pub in
Toodyay – we look forward to visiting the
middle pub on our next visit to town.

A NEW community group called Toodyay
Locals Care (TLC) is offering to help
agencies and local people seeking volunteers
to assist with domestic or social support in
times of need.
The group’s 49 registered members aim
to help anyone who may need domestic or
social support for crises such as:
• Cancer or chemotherapy;
• Depression or anxiety;
• Bereavement;
• Relationship breakdown;
• Incapacity through injury or illness; or
• Childcare for people in hospital.
Some TLC volunteers are experienced in
first-aid, mental crises care and care aid, and
some have police clearances or accreditation
for working with children.
Volunteers will preserve confidentiality
at all times and listen without prejudice to
people’s concerns.
Helpers are rostered to assist for a couple
of hours a day or week to offer:
• A cuppa and quiet chat in confidence;
• Shopping or errands in Toodyay;
• Household chores;
• Gardening or watering;
• Pet care;
• Short-term childcare for people in
hospital;
• Transport to medical appointments; and
• Meals for people too ill to cook.
TLC aims to run fundraising activities in
coming weeks to pay for more volunteer
clearances and possibly buy fuel for travel.
For more information, please email
j.broadwood@westnet.com.au.

Anti-bauxite mine petitioners with WA Greens MP Robin Chapple (left) at Parliament

Mine plan stalls over dispute
Michael Sinclair-Jones
PLANS for a 55 square kilometre open-cut
bauxite mine near Morangup have stalled over
a contractual dispute between the project’s
Australian junior joint venture partner and
its major stakeholder, a State-owned Chinese
mining conglomerate.
A Bauxite Alumina Joint Ventures
spokesperson said the dispute had delayed
plans to seek mining approval from WA
Environmental Protection Authority.
BAJV announced last year that EPA
approval would be sought by Easter but later
said it would be “in 2015”.
Junior partner Bauxite Resources Ltd’s
June 2015 report to the Australian Stock
Exchange said “good faith negotiations” had
failed to resolve its dispute with Yankuang
Resources, causing plans to be deferred due
to the “uncertain timing”.
Yankuang has a 70 per cent stake in the joint
venture which is claimed will inject $3 billion
into the State economy.
The spokesperson said mediation was
continuing but the “timing of a resolution is
still unknown”.
The company plans to mine 220 million
tonnes of bauxite across an area stretching
20km from near Wundowie to about 1.5km
from the Avon River, crossing Toodyay Road
in the middle.
It was first due to start in 2017 but the
miner’s latest announcements now say 2018.

The proposed mine – which was first
revealed in The Herald last year – sparked
uproar in Morangup and has divided the
broader Shire of Toodyay community over
possible future economic benefits.
The miner says it will provide more jobs,
training and financial security for local
families but nearby land owners fear it will
ruin local lifestyles, damage property values,
threaten the natural environment and harm
local groundwater supplies.
Protesters visited WA Parliament House
last month to present WA Greens MP Robin
Chapple (above) with a 4425-signature
petition to table in the Legislative Council.
Mr Chapple, who is WA Greens spokesman
for mining and petroleum, described it as one
of the biggest petitions he had ever presented
to Parliament (see story Page 5).
The contractual dispute is over whether
building a new local refinery is economically
feasible.
The BAJV spokesperson said ore samples
from Morangup had been used to develop a
“design concept for a new greenfields refinery
in the Darling Range”.
“The concept study has given us enough
information to understand that a greenfields
refinery could be economically feasible,” the
spokesperson said.
“Development of any refinery project will
come after the development of the mine.
“BAJV will export direct shipped ore to
international markets in the meantime.”
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Loitering with intent inside a crappy crapper
Geoff Appleby
RECENTLY it has been my pleasure to push
an old family friend around Toodyay, and
further afield in a wheelchair.
Martin has suffered through several
operations to hold a brain tumour in check
and after a recent bout in hospital it was
decided that his treatment is at an end.
He lives in England and I have seen the
deterioration of his condition occur quite
dramatically during the past few visits.
On Mart’s bucket list was a visit to
Australia.
In another life, Martin was a news
cameraman for a British independent TV
network and travelled extensively around
the world.
However, an assignment down under
always eluded him.
It is not until you have a physical disability
yourself or a close connection with someone
who has that you really appreciate the
difficulties they experience in their everyday
life.
Luckily, Mart retains a great sense of
humour and during his stay we laughed a
lot; especially at ‘toilet humour’, which leads
nicely into this story.
Starting close to home, Toodyay does have
a readily accessible loo for ‘wheelies’ or
People with Physical Disabilities (PPDs),
in Charcoal Lane.
It is a little squalid – there is no soap and it
is not too well signed – but if you are a local
PPD, get taken short and know where to find
it, it will suffice.
If you are a stranger in town, ask a
policeman.
Strangely enough there is quite a nice loo

for PPDs in the Toodyay Memorial Hall in
Stirling Terrace but it would be nice if you
were able to negotiate a wheelchair up the
flight of steps to spend your penny.
The two pubs are silent on the matter, and
although Mart was able to gain access and
enjoy a couple of beers at the Victoria Hotel
– not so for the other pub – he had to wait
until he got home for a wee.
One of the amusing things about assisting
a PPD obtain relief, at least in Mart’s case,
is that after ensuring that all is well inside
the cubicle, one is required to stand guard
outside to ensure that there is no interruption
to the process, which on some occasions can
be quite a long time.
Mart found it difficult to lock the door so
he required this security.
However, the best laid plans of men and
mice sometime go awry and this was never
so true than at Caversham Wildlife Park.
Mart was safely installed. I did a quick
check to ensure that the coast was clear of
other wheelchairs and then popped into the
men’s loo next door.

Unfortunately I had to queue and by the
time I was able to resume guard duties I
noticed a very able-bodied young woman
scurrying away from Martin’s cubicle and
heading for the Ladies with a look of horror
on her face.
Mart, when interrupted, had apparently
chosen a few well-deserved colloquialisms:
her actions were almost as bad as parking in
an ACROD bay.
Mart wasn’t particularly enamoured with
my lack of commitment to the job but did
see the funny side of it a little while later.
Toilets for PPDs, if existent, vary greatly
in quality, accessibility and cleanliness.
Although we only travelled around Perth,
Margaret River and surrounds, the diversity
was staggering.
The wineries and breweries generally
provided excellent facilities as did tourist
locations such as Fremantle’s Maritime
Museum and Hillarys Aquarium, but
there are some shockers around Perth and
surrounds.
Among the crappy crappers, they don’t get
much crappier than in Perth’s inner suburbs.
You would think that a public loo in
Peppermint Grove would be the bee’s knees
but just the opposite.
We had taken a circuitous route to
Fremantle via the river and parked up to let
Martin take some photos of the scenery.
After taking photos of the river, Mart
decided a call of nature was on the cards.
The facility was on the grassed foreshore
which in itself was problematic for a
wheelchair but not insurmountable.
However the slope of any approach was
like the incline of the north face of Everest.
We eventually managed to circumnavigate

the toilet block in the hope of seeing the little
wheelchair sign, but to no avail, and so the
Gents it had to be.
I shunted the wheel chair back and forth
around the narrow entrance and after a
mammoth struggle and skinned knuckles,
managed to land in the right area.
The cubicle was small – very small – and
very smelly.
The old steel sink was filthy, and again,
there was no soap.
Mart had to use the loo roll to dry his hands.
So much for the affluent suburbs.
On a positive note, people appear to be
more helpful and tolerant of those with
special needs than they were some 30 years
ago when I last pushed a wheel chair around.
I was pleasantly surprised by the number
of people willing to assist by holding doors
and the like.
However, as a general comment, there are
too few facilities for wheelchair users in this
state.
Having started in Toodyay, I will end with
a few local comments.
A lot has been done in Toodyay to make
life easier for PPDs, such as ramps at road
crossovers.
However, although the IGA is well
designed, few of the other shops are.
Richard’s Christmas shop is also very good
and every aisle in the maze is accessible,
while some other local shops and cafes are
reasonably well laid out.
However, that is the exception rather than
the rule.
As a community we must all be aware of
the special needs of some in our town, as well
as visitors, and do what we can to make life
easier for them.

Milton plots Old Newcastle Gaol escape for 150th anniversary
Toodyay Historical Society
Robyn Taylor, President
SOCIETY MEMBERS extend their
sympathy to Trish Page and family on the
passing of Jim on July 28.
Jim was a former Toodyay Historical
Society (THS) member.
The Old Newcastle Gaol’s 150th birthday
bash is coming up on Saturday September 12.
Society thespian Milton Baxter – aka
convict Thomas Shaw, has been refining
notes for his impending trial, and his pleas
of innocence are bound to be entertaining.
Members will have duties on the day,
dressed in clothing appropriate to any one
of the 15 or so decades.
We will hold a secluded Sundowner from
6pm, so members are asked to bring a plate of
finger food, a chair, warm clothing and your
own drinks: soup, tea and coffee provided.
Please join Milton on Sunday morning at
10am to witness his hoped-for release.
The Society has been invited to provide
a display and historical information to help
celebrate the Toodyay Race Club’s 150th
anniversary Picnic Race Day on Sunday
September 27.
Last Month’s Goomalling excursion was
a wonderful day with 11 members attending
Beth reported that the visit to the
Goomalling Schoolhouse Museum was well
worth it.
Although the Goomalling Historical
Society has a small membership, its
achievements are impressive.
There is lots to see with the Headmaster’s
House and old Konnongorring School, the
school bus and machinery shed, and the new

air-conditioned West Wing.
The Machinery Shed has WA’s best
collection of windmill gears and a Fordson
tractor.
Viewing students’ sewing efforts in the
schoolroom brought back memories of early
sewing lessons, especially the red and white
checked gingham.
The Museum buildings are open on request
but you can wander around the site any time.
After presenting President Harold Forward
with a signed copy of Jenny’s ‘The Life and
Times of Wally Chitty’, the group headed
out to the old Slater Homestead.
Slater’s is another well-presented heritage
site run as a museum, event space (barn),
accommodation, tearoom and photo gallery.
Other attractions are the new Eremophila
Garden and an old piano in the paddock.
The Society will encourage the Shire of
Toodyay to add QR codes to plaques at
the new Charcoal Lane car park to mark
the former Eric Patten Running Track and
Railway Station Garden to commemorate
Toodyay’s 1931 school bus crash.
A‘QR’ (Quick Response) code is a mobile
phone readable barcode which can contain a
wide range of information.
A QR code on a plaque means that your
mobile phone can scan the code and you
will be able see further information about
the event which is commemorated by the
plaque.
Links may be made to Toodyaypedia
articles on the Bus Crash and the long history
of the Toodyay Volunteer Fire Brigade.
We will support the March 2016
Sustainability Expo being planned by the
Toodyay Chamber of Commerce and the

Tidy Towns National Awards weekend.
It was sad to see Northam’s Fitzgerald
Hotel bite the dust but what a good outcome
for the Shamrock Hotel – Dome has bought
the building to turn it into a licensed café.
Our next general meeting is at 7pm on
Wednesday September 16 in Donegan’s
Cottage at the Showgrounds.

For more information contact Secretary
Desrae Clarke at desraec@westnet.com.
au or President Robyn Taylor at rdtaylor@
iinet.net.au or call Robyn on 9574 2578 or
member Beth Frayne on 9574 5971.
Donegan’s Cottage (in the Showgrounds)
is open every Thursday, 1pm-3pm. Postal
address: PO Box 32, Toodyay WA 6566.

For every bag of rubbish collected, we will donate $5 to your preferred
local community group. Lunch will be provided. So bring your community
spirit and together, we can make a difference.
Numbers are limited, so register your interest now by emailing
toodyaycleanup@outlook.com or cdo@northam.wa.gov.au
or drop into the branch by 16 October 2015

Northam Agency

Beth plays for Colin, Milton and Faye, at Slater Homestead. (Photo: Bob Frayne, 2015)
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A ‘funny bunch’ open doors to art

Potter, Clive Eger, demonstrating his craft at Uniquely Toodyay during the Art Trail.
Arts Toodyay
Clive Eger
ARTISTS are a funny bunch. They tend
to lead a solitary existence in their studios
and it is not often that we get the chance to
look inside and see their creative processes
in action.
But the recent Arts Toodyay Art Trail open
studio event provided just that opportunity
and many local people and visitors to
Toodyay set out, map in hand, to explore the
local art scene.

Eleven Toodyay artists opened their studios
and invited visitors to see how their work
evolves and to find out more about what
drives their creative passion.
Held over the Avon Descent weekend, the
inaugural Art Trail was a great success and
all of the studios reported a constant flow
of visitors with an extremely positive and
enthusiastic response to the event.
The old adage about artists suffering for
their art was experienced for real by potter,
Clive Eger, while sitting in the icy wind

outside Uniquely Toodyay demonstrating at
his pottery wheel.
But the cheerful crowds who stopped
to watch made for a most enjoyable and
productive weekend and after such a success
the Arts Toodyay Art Trail is certainly set to
become a regular event.
Meanwhile the artists participated in Keep
Australia Beautiful Week by conducting an
‘Adopt-a-Spot’ cleanup around the central
shopping area last week.
They were delighted to see that the new car
park area on Charcoal Lane, used recently by
Quit Targa West as their service park, had
been left conspicuously clean after the event.
Not so the area around the IGA and Post
Office which is always a rich source of
rubbish in the gardens and gutters.
Now the artists are turning their attention
to their annual extravaganza - the VINO art
exhibition at Coorinja Winery.
This will be the seventh annual VINO and
it will run over the September long weekend
from September 26-28.
The exhibition will be open daily from
10am-5pm and entry is free.
The Toodyay Picnic Races will be held
on the Sunday of the same weekend and it
is hoped that successful punters might drop
into the exhibition to invest their winnings
in some art works.
All artists are invited to enter work into the
exhibition and membership of Arts Toodyay
is not a requirement.
Entries close on Monday September 22 and
entry forms are available from the Toodyay
Visitor’s Centre, LJ Hookers, Toodyay
Library and Uniquely Toodyay in the old
Post Office.
Last year’s exhibition was the biggest so
far and we are hoping to expand the display
area even further this year.
Coorinja Winery is the traditional venue
for the exhibition and we are most grateful
to owner Michael Wood for hosting us once
again in this wonderful, historic building.
For more information or to receive entry
forms by email, contact Ruth 9574 4695 or
drumree99@gmail.com.

Spectacular day
at the races to
celebrate club’s
150th year
Heather Appleby
THE TOODYAY Picnic Race Day on Sunday
September 27 will be even bigger and better
than ever, with more for everyone to enjoy.
Join the action for the seven-race card,
including the running of the TABTouch
Toodyay Cup and help celebrate the 150th
anniversary of one of WA’s oldest race clubs.
The whole family will have fun throughout
the day, with loads of entertainment for
children, including face painting, bouncy
castles, a climbing wall and bungee trampoline,
as well as a hobby horse race.
Amateur footyball clubs are invited to enter
a member in the Wilson ‘Dash for Cash’ – a
100m footrace with a $1000 cash prize for the
winning club.
A huge selection of food stalls will be
available with everything from Malaysian
Corner to Turkish food, ice cream, pizzas,
coffee as well as sandwiches, chips, pies and
cakes.
This year’s Fashions on the Field will be
hotly contested for gold and diamond jewellery
prizes valued at more than $6000, sponsored by
Vernice and supplied by Solid Gold Diamonds.
Special guest Nikki Gogan, ‘The Face’ of WA
Country Cups will be one of the event judges.
Marquees are still available to book by
emailing info@toodyayraceclub.com.au.
The AvonLink train will bring Perth visitors
to the races (bookings through TransWA) and
buses will run from the Visitors Centre to and
from the racecourse during the day.
Buses will also run from Belmont Racecourse
to Toodyay at 10.30am and depart Toodyay for
the return trip at 7.30pm.
Bookings for the buses are available through
Moshtix.
Once the racing action has finished, Tod
Johnston’s band Peace Love and all that Stuff
will perform until 7.30pm.
Check out www.toodyayraceclub.com.au or
follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.

Business first, then an
evening with Banjo
Probus Club of Toodyay
Jenny Perkins, Vice President
OUR AUGUST meeting was called an
‘Evening with Banjo’.
Jan Ackroyd introduced guests Jono Farmer
and David Broadfoot, who reacquainted us
with the life and times of one of Australia’s
great bards, Banjo’ Paterson.
Included were familiar poems, starting with
Clancy of the Overflow, Waltzing Matilda,
the Man from Snowy River, the Geebung
Polo Club and finally Mulga Bill’s Bicycle.
This was interspersed with anecdotes
about Banjo and his role in a golden era of
colonial life and his association with other
great writers, including Henry Lawson and
Norman Lindsay.

We held a quick business meeting first,
with the evening being conducted in the
dining room of Sophia’s, which was a great
backdrop.
The theme for the meal included some
‘Jolly Jumbuck’ in the form of a hearty pie
followed by Pavlova – very Australian.
This was the first time we have had a dinner
meeting and it won’t be the last.
Our next meeting will see a trial change
of venue – the dining room at Freemason’s
Hotel at 7pm on Tuesday September 8.
Anyone interested in joining Probus please
contact:
President: Peter Healy 9574 4778
Membership: John Smart 9574 2339
See you there.

Party art calls on kids to say
why they love Toodyay
Sommerville Gallery
Margaret Sommerville.

CALLING all children. We need you to

tell us what you love about Toodyay – in a
piece of art.

Do you or someone
you know have a problem
with drugs or alcohol

Help is available.

TREATMENT CAN HELP.
Find out more at ancd.org.au

AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL COUNCIL ON DRUGS

Last year Sommerville Gallery sponsored
“A Mark to a Masterpiece” for the Toodyay
Christmas Street Party.
The result is the community art pieces
being painted by our residents under the
fun direction of myself, Ruth Silvester and
Margo Watkins.
On the night close to 200 people popped
their mark on the pieces, resulting in these
works being completed.
This year’s selected project for the street
party is to encourage all children to create a
piece of work for their own exhibition.
Please join the gallery in their Childrens
Exhibition on “What We Love About
Toodyay’’.
It’s a free event.
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New life member Carol still spins from afar
Toodyay Spinners
Ange Sturman
Judy Mackie was elected as President and
Heather Jones as Secretary of the Toodyay
Spinners when their annual general meeting

Heather’s stunning crocheted beanies.

New life member Carol Davidson

Toodyay among
nation’s top 10
baby boomer
‘hot spots’
TOODYAY is one of the top 10 hot spots
for baby boomers in Australia.
Australian Bureau of Statistics figures
show that last year 37 per cent of Toodyay
residents were baby boomers – aged between
48 and 67 – well above the 23 per cent
average across Australia.
Australia’s boomers were born between
1946 and 1966 during the post-war economic
boom, a period characterised by high marriage
and fertility rates, strong immigration, and
rising rates of female participation in higher
education and the workforce
According to Mark Wallace, a consulting
economist and author of the Shire of
Toodyay’s economic development plan,
many boomers are now approaching
retirement and this has attracted them to
Toodyay.
He said Toodyay had the two key attributes
that attracted boomers – amenities and
accessibility.
Toodyay was recognised as the lifestyle
hub of the Avon, but was still close to Perth
and other parts of the Wheatbelt so boomers
could access jobs.
Accessibility was particularly important
because boomers were showing different
attitudes to retirement than previous
generations.
“They are continuing to work – not just
part-time, but also full-time – well into their
60s,” Mr Wallace said..
“Part of it is financial but a big part is
boredom. They don’t want to give up the
social and intellectual stimulation that work
provides.”
Mr Wallace said strong baby boomer
representation among Toodyay residents
flagged a growing need for a range of ageingrelated services.
“Aged care, social and community
assistance and other ageing and health
services were all identified in the economic
development plan as major areas of need for
the Toodyay economy over the next decade,”
he said.
“This will bring challenges in how these
services are delivered to the community,
but also major business and employment
opportunities.”
For further information, please contact the
Shire of Toodyay on 9574 2258.

was held last month.
Another significant event that took place
was the conferring of a life membership on
Carol Davidson.
Carol has now been a member for more
than 25 years.
Although she lives a bit further away from
Toodyay these days she still comes back to
spinners many times a year.
We now have five life members.
Alice, whose story appeared in last month’s
Herald, is one of them.
The friendships formed in our group are
long lasting.
We also celebrate significant milestones in
style.
Many of us are busy spinning, knitting and
crocheting items, some of them destined for
the Toodyay Show, which will be held on
Saturday October 10.
Heather crocheted another stunning beret.
We have members who don’t spin, but
come for the knitting and crocheting and
companionship.
Our Spinning Group meets every
Wednesday from 9am to noon, and every
third Saturday of the month (also from
9am to 12 noon) at Parkers’ Cottage in the
Showgrounds.
The felting group meeting time is now on
the second Monday each month from noon
to 3pm, also at Parkers’ Cottage.
Felting group contacts are Jenny Cornwall
9574 5978 and Jan Manning 9574 5619
For further information about our group
please contact Secretary Heather Jones on
0407 287 002 or President Judy Mackie on
9574 4421.
New members are welcome – no experience
necessary.

Ange celebrates her 70th birthday

Ducklings and Monkeys have fun
playing with fire engines
Local Family Day Care Centres
Cassandra Duckworth and Tracey
Hunter
AN INVITATION for an exciting fire
truck visit was extend by Tracey Hunter
from Three Little Monkeys Family Day
Care to Cassandra Duckworth from Little
Ducklings Family Day Care.
The visit was made possible due to First
Lieutenant Rowan Hunter, organising to
borrow a truck from Central Fire Brigade.
Thanks to all involved for an action
packed, hands-on demonstration.
The children from both family day care
centres enjoyed trying on fire hats, sitting
in the driver’s seat, listening to the siren,
seeing the flashing lights and helping to
squirt water from the hose.
It was great to share the event with some
of the parents and a wonderful way to
connect with the community.
Little Ducklings and Three Little
Monkeys are both registered through
Great Beginnings Family Day Care Service
and are looking forward to many more
opportunities to work together to enhance
the learning opportunities for the children
enrolled with them.
Family day care is a quality home-based
early childhood education and care service
for children aged from six weeks through
to 12 years.
We can provide a safe familiar home
environment for your child, with flexible
routines and quality care.
Strong relationships can be built between

the child, educator and parents.
For further information regarding family
day care, feel free to contact Cassandra

from Little Ducklings on 9574 2850 or
Tracey from Three Little Monkeys on 9574
5642.

Staying in touch with the ‘grandies’ from afar
Di Roberts
IT IS great from afar in Toodyay to be
able to stay in touch with our wonderful
grandchildren who live elsewhere.
For Shane and Cher, with four children,
there are activities nearly every day – ballet,
jujitsu, gymbraoo, kindy, then ballet again.
On the weekend it is ballet and debating,
competitions and so on.
Mark and Michelle have two children,
Brodie a consummate cricketer and footballer
with so many medals, and Madison involved
in basketball with many hours of training.
They have, with the help of Mum Michelle
achieved so many goals.
Tanika and Paul have fostered their two,

Breanna and Zander.
Their involvement has been with softball,
rugby, and self defence with Tanika and
Paul being the mentors or the umpires or
sometimes just being there for the kids.
Breanna has represented our state in several
competitions, so are we very proud.
This is what our “grandies” have achieved,
and we believe there will be many more.
We have pride in our children .
They have done well and shown us that
our guidance has produced such beautiful
and talented grandchildren.
For this we are so extremely proud and very
grateful.
 	 How many grandparents are out there in
our community, who would also like to say
thank you for being a grandparent and share

their experiences and the love that they have
for their kin.
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Toodyay food festival wins national award

TOODYAY’S International Food Festival
(pictured right) has won the national Golden
Gazebo Award for a Food and Wine Event.
The Golden Gazebos are presented by the
Australian Markets and Fairs Magazine.
The announcement was made at the
National Markets and Fairs Expo in Sydney
last month.
“The International Food Festival was
developed as a family day to complement
the annual Avon Descent,” Toodyay Shire
CEO Stan Scott said.
“Most events in Toodyay are run by
community based committees.
“However, the International Food Festival
is run primarily by shire staff.
“It includes an enormous voluntary effort
above and beyond people’s paid jobs.
“The event has gone from strength to
strength in each of the 10 years it has been
held.”
Mr Scott said the annual Avon Descent
river race from Northam to Bayswater was
a premier international white water race held
on the first weekend in August.
Each of the local government authorities
located along the route held a companion
event.
These events attracted significant support
from Lottery West.
The Toodyay International Food Festival
was also very well supported by local
businesses and traders.
“The range of international competitors in
the Avon Descent increases every year,” Mr
Scott said.
“We think the International Food Festival
really complements the Descent.
“I am sure that many of the thousands of
people attend just for the great food and
entertainment.
“The Golden Gazebos Award was
determined by popular vote, so for a regional
event in WA to win is a great compliment to
my staff and to Toodyay.”

Fun-filled winter ‘Sip ‘n’ Sing Tush Night’ swings Bag a bargain
evening practices and sing-a-longs.
There was no expectation for members to
Toodyay Singers
This
month
however,
prudence
prevailed
present
solo performances so many sang in
at fashion
Maree Lewis
when a severe weather warning was duets and we all usually joined in by a second
WINTERTIME is rarely a problem for the issued. Our first meeting of the month was verse.
Toodyay Singers. No matter how cold or subsequently cancelled.
We are happy to say that Sip n’ Sing Nights
parade
rainy, we thoroughly enjoy our Thursday
We made up for it the following week and are going to be a monthly session for us.
came prepared, lyrics in hand, for a Sip ‘n’
Sing Tush Night. Now many of us, not being
at all familiar with the term ‘tush’ frankly
wondered what was in store for us.
It eventuated that our imaginative arm
flapper (conductor) Trish Young, had decided
that some dance experience would add to our
performance skills.
Most of us did try to take it seriously but
would agree that it turned out to be more of a
comedy session. There were plenty of laughs
when people bungled their moves and witty
remarks became the order of the day.
We all performed much better in our sing-along with members presenting a wide variety
of songs from country music to musicals and
from the 50’s era to the present century.

The Toodyay Singers plan to perform a
potted pantomime for our end of year finale.
This month saw our conductor start the job
of allocating roles. Excitement is building.
Next month we will be contributing to the
fun and activities organised by the Toodyay
Agricultural Society for this year’s show.
This has been an annual performance for
us and one to which we look forward.
It is wonderful the way many in the
audience join in the singing. We are sure they
will continue to do so.
The Toodyay Singers meets on a Thursday
evening at 7pm in the CWA hall. We are
always welcoming of new members so come
along and discover for yourselves what we
are all about.

Country Womens Association
Elizabeth Mansom

THE CWA will hold a fashion parade with
the Toodyay Op Shop at the CWA Hall from
1pm-3pm on Saturday, September 5.
The entry fee of $5 includes a door prize
and afternoon tea with raffles throughout the
afternoon. Come and bag a bargain.
Proceeds from whatever you buy will go
to the Op.Shop and, as you know, they then
return all profits to Toodyay.
CWA has not yet decided how to distribute
the proceeds of the entry fee and raffle tickets
but we will let you know in a future issue.
August was a quiet month for Toodyay
CWA with only one outing, to Kellerberrin
to help them celebrate their 85th anniversary.
As CWA in WA was 91 this year,
Kellerberrin is one of the pioneers and can
feel very proud of achieving this milestone.
Look for us next month at the Toodyay
Show on October 10, when we will be
providing refreshments in the Pavilion.
On October 19 we will visit Slater
Homestead in Goomalling to share a
Friendship Day picnic organised by
Goomalling-Konnongorring CWA Branch.
We meet at 1.30pm on the fourth Thursday
of the month in the CWA Hall next to the
Garden Centre in Stirling Terrace.
There is plenty of parking in Charcoal Lane
and disabled access from Charcoal Lane is
down the side of the hall.
Hall bookings are being taken by Glenys
Clabaugh on 9574 5110 or 0427 478 325.
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Only 17 weeks to xmas to get ‘UFAs’ done
The Crooked Needle
Heather Wright
WHERE ON EARTH has that month gone?
It would seem that there are only 17 weeks
until Christmas.
I bet that made you take a step back.
But don’t despair.
Our talented ladies are at your service. You
should come and see what they have for offer
at the markets – such quality goods at very
reasonable prices.
I am always in awe of the talent some
people have, especially our craft ladies.
What sometimes bothers me is that these
talented ladies produce this beautiful work
and sell their wares for the cost of buying
materials, never taking into consideration the
time and effort that has gone into making the
article.
When you look at handiwork made by
talented people, remember to think about
the time it would have taken to produce
the article and consider, if you measured
anything made by you ,could it be made as
cheaply or as well.

That being said, two of our ‘girls’ manned
a stall at the Garden Club Gala Day.
It was a dreadful day weather wise, but the
ladies sold quite a bit of their stock and more
to the point had an enjoyable time bantering
with other stall holders, which made for fun.
Last week was deemed a UFA day at craft.
Unfinished Article Day.
Many ladies had several items to choose
from and one said she had none.
How I envied her. I could not decide which
one to take so deemed it just too hard and
went to Perth.
Hope you got inspired girls to finish off yet
another item.
We have had many new ladies join us for
fun and banter.
t is wonderful to see how we can provide
such a happy environment for the local
community. Welcome to all.
It was great to see Pat join us from her
home in Manjimup.
We miss her and all her excellent creations.
Lynda will be away for six weeks’
‘grandchild sitting’ but hopes to drive up on
the odd Friday.

More Targa West action

Val is sending us great excerpts of her
holiday in Scotland and making us green
with envy.
Glynis has just embarked on a cruise
in Europe and the photos she posts have
whetted our appetite for travel.
We are so happy that Glynis and Brian were

able to catch up with family in Croatia.
I am sure the next month will fly by just as
quickly.
Hopefully many of us will have items ready
for the show.
Remember, Have a Go, it’s your show.

Spring fever puts singers
in foot-tapping mood
Toodyay Music Club
Jenny Edgecombe
MAYBE WE WERE a little early, singing
songs about spring in August, but the theme
of ‘Spring’ for last month’s Music Club
gathering certainly put us all in a happy
mood.
We warmed up with a few well-known
songs from the 1950s and 60s, then members
presented their ‘Spring’ offerings.
Many of the songs were totally about
Spring in an amazing variety of styles, such
as our Hills group’s foot-tapping Aussie
hit ‘Spring Fever’s got a hold on me’ and
Jenny’s Country and Western ‘Spring Fever’
followed by a bluegrass version of ‘Little
Annie’.
B r i a n ’s m e l o d i o u s ‘ Tu l i p s f r o m
Amsterdam’ and Peter’s gentle version of
the Blossom Dearie song, ‘They say it’s
Spring’ provided further variety. Moya was
a wonderfully moody torch singer in ‘Spring
Will be a little late this year’.
One of my favourites on the day was
Spencer’s ingenious interpretation of the
theme with the lovely little song, ‘Tambar
Springs’, about a small NSW bush town
which I passed through many times in
younger days.
Some of us, including the President with
his ‘Dirty Old Town’, chose songs which just
mentioned the season in passing. Jeanette
skipped spring altogether to sing about
summer when we specially requested her
lovely version of ‘Song for the Mira’. Joe,

Jenny and Leila also jumped in with their
thumping version of ‘San Francisco Bay
Blues’ which was certainly sung with all
the joy of Spring even if the season wasn’t
actually mentioned.
Certain people who shall remain nameless
will be presenting their Spring items next
month, having left their music at home.
However, they redeemed themselves by a
very creditable impromptu performance with
borrowed music.

Annual general meeting
DON’T forget the AGM being held on
Saturday September 12 in conjunction with
our monthly meeting.
Next Meeting: Saturday September 12, at
1-4pm at the CWA Hall.
More information, Joe 0400 862 694.

Page 18 THE TOODYAY HERALD September 2015

THE TOODYAY HERALD September 2015 Page 19

Cheeky Bus in need of
experienced drivers
Toodyay Community Bus
Di Roberts, Secretary
HI THERE everyone who reads this column
especially this one for September 2015
The Cheeky Bus would like to acknowledge
great thanks to a like minded Bus which
visited our Town in August, namely the
Australian Hearing Bus, here to help our
Community with hearing and associated
problems.
You gorgeous girls and guys gave all of
us seniors so much hope in our hearing
situations.
Again may I reiterate, our Community
Organisations be they be big or small
are working together to provide special
experiences for all of our people.
Special thanks must go to the Toodyay
Men’s Shed for their initiative in bringing
forth new processes to provide for our
Community. Remember hearing is so
important to bring better health to us all.
The Committee of the Bus held its Annual
General Meeting on August 31 at the Shire
Council Chambers and those who were able
to attend would have enjoyed the banter and
subsequent choice of Committee for 2016.
Results of the election of office bearers
will be printed in the October edition of The
Toodyay Herald.
Now on a lighter note, a gorgeous guy Aaron
(who says he never reads the newspaper but
will from now on, or the wooden spoon
for him), drove the local Toodyay Junior
Football Club to Nungarin for a match.
Aaron described the day as a ‘legend’ as
one would at his age, and although the team
did not win, and would not disclose the
scores, Aaron said it was a very grand day
with a bunch of juniors being ‘full on’ for
the return trip to Toodyay.
Special thoughts are with Wes Smith,
who is a constant wonder and drives for the
Autumn Club when needed.

Gentleman
Ray always
had a joke
Ida’s Hideaway
Neil Stewart
WE ARE ALL saddened at the passing of
Ray Edwards on July 20.
He and Ida started Ida’s Hideaway together
and he was a stalwart support to Ida.
We remember him as a ‘gentleman’,
welcoming everyone with a friendly
handshake.
He always had a joke, some of them very
corny.
Until a couple of years ago he was in charge
of the kitchen.
He did the preparation for afternoon tea,
then nipped up to the Club for a quick game
of pool and a middy and back in time to serve
tea.
I am told that he was adamant that tea could
not be served before 3pm.
We farewelled Ray at the Toodyay
Cemetery.
Because he was an RSL member a bugler
played the Last Post, an official read the
‘Ode’ and we observed one minute’s silence.
Ray’s grandchildren made touching
tributes to their grandfather.
The family released blue and white
balloons – the colours of his beloved footie
team Geelong – and the club song was played
as the balloons floated up into the sky.
He will be missed by our members and we
offer our love and support to Ida.
On a happier note, Val and Trish celebrated
birthdays in August.
Hope they had a lovely day.
Michael, Marilyn and Veya have September
birthdays and we wish them happy birthday.
Did you know strawberries are the only
fruit whose seeds grow on the outside of the
fruit?
Please ring Ida on 9574 2858 if you would
like to join us.

Our Wes has been unwell, and everyone
hopes that he gets better soon. Thanks must
go to Jim Short for his driving skills and for
helping Wes at this time.
We have several exciting times with the
Bus in the next couple of months, and any
other time when needed.
We have the Toodyay Show, with visitors
alighting from the Train Station and enjoying
a ride to the Show.
We are also involved with the Toodyay
Picnic Races with the punters wishing to
venture forth on the Bus for the ride of their
lives and of course we are always available
to our wonderful Community for their chance
to come aboard and enjoy the friendship the
Cheeky Bus will give.
By the by, are there any ladies, or gents
who have an LR licence (Light Rigid), who
would be willing to be part of driving our
Bus for occasions. If so, could you please
ring Jeff or Di on 9574 2498, many thanks.
Dear Friends, have you looked outside
lately, after the pruning of the roses, the
growth of the weeds, the smell of fresh earth?
Thankfully we are alive, and able to share
with others this wonderful town of Toodyay.

Wyalkatchem eyes turn
to Toodyay chisels
Avon Woodturners
Max J Heath
IT’S a case of one town showing another
the ropes when it comes to wood skills.
Members of Wyalkatchem’s Men’s Shed
took a close interest in what we were doing
during our visit to their town last month.
Now they would like us to go back and
give a demonstration when they open their
shed.
And during our excursion to the Koorda
Show this month we will be doing
something similar because there is no
woodturning club in the district.
Three members from Toodyay made a
few items including whistles, to give to
passing children during our Wyalkatchem
visit.
Unfortunately the weather was miserable
and everybody packed up early.
This was a pity as a lot of work went into
preparing for the day.
In the meantime, it was wood turning as

usual back home.
We have nearly finished our Toodyay
Show raffle prizes and are running ahead
of schedule this year for a change.
Quite a few of us have been trying to
prepare some entries for the show as well
as other turning.
If you were fortunate enough to attend
the Wood and Craft Show you would have
seen a good display of turning.
Our convenor David Doye and our
secretary Andrea McCandish, who is also
president of our association, represented us
at the show.
The West Australian Woodturners
Association is celebrating its 30th
anniversary this year.
Bob Adams (ex-Toodyay) was a founding
member of this organisation.
We have decided to meet every three
months.
It’s easy to see we are a busy lot and so
in closing this month’s notes may I remind
you again don’t drive tired.

