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Late rains rescue dramatic white water classic
POWERBOAT duo Anthony Walker and
Steve Brown shoot the rapids at Extracts
Weir in this month’s Avon Descent after late
July rains ensured that the annual river race
through Toodyay was another action-packed
white water classic.
The pair finished 10th overall as the
mighty Avon transformed almost overnight
from a sluggish stream into a roaring torrent
that kept anxious race organisers on edge
right up to the last minute.

Earlier, they had shortened the race due
to lack of rain as barely a trickle of water
flowed past West Toodyay Bridge with less
than a week to go and no substantial rain
forecast.
But four days of torrential downpour
suddenly flooded the Avon Valley and saved
the event – and possibly Toodyay – from
financial disaster.
Though entry numbers were down – with
noticeably fewer ‘novelty’ entrants than

last year – a strong field of amateurs and
professionals kept spectators entertained
with spectacular thrills, spills and feats of
extreme physical endurance in cool, blustery
conditions.
Toodyay’s International Food Fair again
proved popular, with a big crowd of
locals and visitors rugged up to enjoy the
entertainment at Stirling Park and popular
children’s shows in Duidgee Park.
More pictures, pages 18 & 19

River race action
Pages 18-19

Shire stops clock on landfill bid
Michael Sinclair-Jones
A BID for more time to turn Toodyay into
WA’s ‘rubbish dump capital’ has been
rejected by the Toodyay Shire Council.
Councillors voted 9-0 at last month’s
meeting to refuse a request by Opal Vale
Pty Ltd for a further six months to get
works approval from the WA Department
of Environment Regulation to build a major
Perth rubbish dump in Toodyay.
The Bayswater landfill company has until
August 27 to gain DER approval under
an agreement last February, when shire
reluctantly extended the deadline by six
months to avoid a successful legal challenge.
However, the DER now says it is unlikely
to make a decision by the due date and has
suggested the company seek a further six
months’ extension.
The shire vehemently opposes Opal Vale’s
plans to build a three million tonne Perth
rubbish tip at a disused Chitty Road clay
pit because “the site is no longer considered
suitable for this use”.
The site was “not on the top of a hill but in

fact a water catchment area – this could be
why the pit is always full of water” a shire
report said.
Plans dating back to 2009 call for a 50ha
landfill site to bury massive amounts of
rotting Perth garbage in Toodyay over the
next 20 years, with the waste to be carted
by hundreds of heavy trucks and road trains
on Toodyay Road.
Shire CEO Stan Scott said the shire had
already spent about $120,000 of ratepayer
funds fighting the landfill bid.
“The money is non-recoverable but it’s a
matter of principle – nobody wants a Perth
rubbish tip in Toodyay” he said.
Any Opal Vale appeal against the shire’s
latest decision could cost another $10,000 in
legal fees to defend.
Rural ratepayers having to pay big money
to oppose cashed-up landfill companies
seeking lucrative new dump sites beyond
the metropolitan area has prompted the shire
to take its case to this month’s WA Local
Government Association annual conference
in Perth.
It wants urgent WA Government action

to ban all new commercial waste landfill
proposals until the State develops a ‘durable’
waste management plan for all of WA.

Toodyay to aim for stars
TOODYAY is set to become the centre of the
universe for amateur astronomers with the
establishment of a new private observatory
in the shire.
Several local sites are under consideration
but the Toodyay racetrack has emerged as a
favourite.
The new venture is likely to attract more
visitors to Toodyay, including amateur
astronomers staying overnight as part of
stargazing package tours.
Continued on Page 7

Gas giant Saturn is visible from Toodyay
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Ol’ Blind Joe
Cosmic marbles

RENAISSANCE scholar Galileo Galilei –
the father of modern astronomy, physics and
science – was put on trial by the 16th Century
Papal Inquisition for daring to suggest that
the Earth revolved around the Sun.
“I do not feel obliged to believe that the
same God who has endowed us with sense,
reason, and intellect has intended us to forgo
their use,” he said.
Pope Urban VIII spat the dummy and
Galileo was found guilty of heresy and
forced to spend the rest of his life under
house arrest.
The irony is that it’s now the 21st Century
and it’s Pope Francis and five dozen
world leaders who have just signed a joint
statement pledging to take strong and speedy
international action on climate disruption
yet, there were no presidents, prime ministers
or premiers present.
Instead, dozens of elected leaders of cities
and other ‘sub-national’ governments signed
on, including California, New York City,
Canada, India, the European Union, South
America, and Africa.
So now we’ve got a groovy Pope who
trumpets science and compassion and gets
on with it while in Australia we’re watching
a slapstick sideshow starring the snivelling
rodents in our government scurrying down
the drainpipes of climate-change denial.
I am beset by disturbing images of ‘Mad
Monk’, Tony Abbott, (he did train for the
seminary), draped in ancient Papal regalia
astride his pious ass tilting at windmills on
his crusade to abolish science and reason.
Among his motley crew of relics in this
beastly vision from the Middle Ages ride
his two Bishops (Julie and Bronwyn), yet
somehow in the next scene it appears they’ve
eaten all the cake and escaped in some
futuristic whirlybird while the poor peasants
desperately fight over the crumbs.
“By denying scientific principles, one may
maintain any paradox” – Galileo Galilei
(1564-1642)

Celestial chess

NOW I might not be the fastest player sitting
at the chess table but I rarely lose.
I learned this merciless game well at the
age of 13 on an ocean liner chugging from
Sydney to England.
It’s a game of intense psychological
warfare and best conducted with remorseless
military precision.
I find it allows me to explore any latent
sociopathic tendencies I might have and
take them out for a walk in the park without
leaving any corpses behind.
When your opponent is skilled in the arts
of deception and destruction and is using
them to exert his will at the table, you must
keep your wits about you and outsmart the
mongrel by stealth.
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August 19
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The guy sitting opposite me on that cruise
was the US junior chess champion and over
the course of a month he schooled me well
in the surgical examination of other folks’
motives and the disguising of one’s own.
Of course, Lao Tzu, a philosopher and poet
of ancient China, reckoned that “knowing
others is intelligence; knowing yourself is
true wisdom”.
Nonetheless, it appears that both sides
of politics have been playing much more
vicious and dangerous games than I.
Tony Fitzgerald QC, who chaired the 1987
Queensland Royal Commission into police
corruption, recently wrote an article titled
The Body Politic is Rotten.
“There are about 800 politicians in
Australia’s parliaments and according to
their own assessments of each other, that
quite small group includes role models for
lying, cheating, deceiving, rorting, bullying,
rumour-mongering, back-stabbing, slander,
leaking, dog whistling, nepotism and
corruption,” he said.
Fine role models indeed, and no matter
whether you’re blaming the unions or big
business for defiling the corridors of power
in King Tony’s castle, the stench is just as
bad.
Top dogs Billy Bob Shortening and
King Tony are certainly not inspirational
gentlemen and – let’s face it – if they worked
at Bunnings you would pick a longer queue
just to avoid having to speak to either of
them.
But these bozos have together carved a
deep and shameful scar across the character
of this nation and cast us on the world stage
as international pariahs.
Our inhumane refugee policies, our refusal
to put a shoulder to the wheel on climate
change and the humiliating surrender of our
sovereignty to corporate interests through
the signing of the Trans Pacific Partnership
is gut-wrenching stuff.
Even our parliamentarians haven’t been
allowed to see this free trade agreement and
the details won’t be released for four years
but what we do know through the sacrifice
of whistleblowers isn’t comforting.
It means vastly enhanced powers for big
media to prosecute anyone for downloading
freebies on the internet, the quiet strangulation
of our Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme and
the establishment of an international court
that presides above our own judiciary.
For example, if everyone voted against
allowing genetically modified foods to be
sold in our supermarkets, big business can
sue Australian taxpayers for billions of
dollars of estimated future lost earnings.
The working man is also being told to
bend over and take one for the team with
the signing of the new Chinese Free Trade
Agreement.
Chinese (State) investors and builders
can bring in their own materials and their
own people and not meet the same safety
standards that we do and they can sue us if
we arc up and do something about it that they
don’t like.
These secret corporate negotiations have
been withheld from us and appear ready to
be endorsed by both major political parties
without community input or approval.
I rue the day our children wake to read
about the liberties we surrendered without a
fight, and weep.
“A politician thinks of the next election;
a statesman thinks of the next generation.”
– US Clergyman James Freeman Clarke
(1810-1880).
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Bubbles hit the spot at International Food Festival

Michael Sinclair-Jones
TOODYAY residents have until 5pm on
Friday August 28 to ensure they are enrolled
to vote in this year’s Toodyay Shire Council
elections.
Five positions on the nine-member council
will be contested when Toodyay goes to the
polls on Saturday October 17.
The five seats are currently held by
Councillors Bethan Lloyd (Deputy
President), Sally Craddock, Chris Firns,
Rosemary Madacsi and Andrew McCann.
The Herald understands at least two of
those councillors won’t run for re-election
and at least one other is undecided.
Councillors are elected for four-year terms,
with elections held every two years.
This year’s five-seat poll makes it possible
for a majority of new councillors to form the
next council.
Shire President David Dow is halfway
through his four-year term as a councillor
but the new council will hold a fresh ballot
for president and deputy president after the
October poll.
Nominations for candidates who wish to
stand for council election open on Thursday
September 3 and close eight days later at 4pm
on Thursday September 10.
Nominations cost $80, which is refundable
if a candidate is elected or gets at least five
per cent of the vote.
A total of 3174 ‘ordinary’ electors are
currently registered to vote in the Toodyay
Shire elections. A further 100 ‘owner and
occupiers’ who live elsewhere are also
registered to vote.
However, residents who moved to Toodyay
in recent years may not be on the shire
electoral roll and should check their status.
Unlike in Federal, State and local
government elections in some other states,
voting in WA council elections is not
compulsory.
In a report to the council’s June meeting,
Shire CEO Stan Scott said there was only
one “genuinely contested” election for the
four council positions filled in 2013.
Voter turn-out for the contested election
was 27 per cent, which – according to the
WA Electoral Commission – was only
fractionally more than the state’s lowest
country turn-out of 26.9 per cent in East
Pilbara.
WA’s highest country vote was 69 per cent
at Lake Grace and Ravensthorpe.
Editorial, page 4

Kids are fascinated by streams of bubbles in a great day of entertainment at Duidgee Park. More pictures page13

Targa West relents to free trapped residents
ACTION by The Toodyay Herald has saved
Majestic Heights residents from being
trapped at home all day due to forced road
closures for this month’s annual Targa West
car rally in Toodyay on Saturday August 15.
Local residents last month received Targa
West letters in Shire of Toodyay envelopes
saying they would be barred from leaving
their area for the entire race.
Stirlingia Drive was to close from 8am to
11am, and Drummondi Drive from 10.45am
to 3pm.
This meant most local residents would be
stuck at home from 8am to 3pm despite a
half-hour gap in racing from 11am.
Targa West said any concerns should be
addressed to the Toodyay Shire Council.
However when asked, Shire CEO Stan
Scott told The Herald it was a matter for the
rally organisers – no complaints had been
received by the shire.
The Herald then contacted Targa West in
Perth who agreed to change their advertised
road closure times to enable Drummondi

Listen up for free
hearing tests
IF THE world seems to be getting harder to
hear, it could be time for a free hearing test
being organised by Toodyay Men’s Shed in
the new IGA car park from 10am to 3.30pm
on Friday August 21.
A distinctive blue and white Australian
Hearing Bus will visit Toodyay as part of a
national tour covering more than 250,000km
and 1500 venues.
Two clinicians will provide 15-minute
hearing tests using headphones and a series
of sounds to test people’s hearing.
The service includes information about
good hearing health and common hearing
issues, and a display of easy-to-use hearing
devices for around the home, including TV
headsets and alert systems for doorbells.
The tests – conducted two at a time – aim
to find out if people have a hearing problem
that needs further attention.
Pensioners, government health card
holders and people aged under 26 or over 50
can obtain a free referral for further testing.
For information visit, hearing.com.au.

Targa West road closure sign in Stirlingia
Drive near the Toodyay race course.

MUNTZ&PARTNERS
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

Taxation and
Accounting Services
Elaine Hall

B.App Sci. M.Acc, NTAA

Ph 9574 2776
Fax 9574 4541

Mobile 0400 557 168
Toodyay Office
115 Stirling Terrace, Toodyay 6566

Australian Hearing Bus headed for Toodyay

www.muntzpartners.com.au

Drive residents to leave their properties and
exit via Stirlingia Drive between 10.45am
and 11am.
Meanwhile, race organisers have blamed
WA’s mining downturn for a lower number
of entries for this year’s rally, which runs
over four days between Perth and Toodyay,
starting on Thursday Augut 13.

The annual event is billed as a tourist
drawcard for Toodyay, although some traders
say they gain little financial benefit because
Stirling Terrace is closed for pit stops during
the day and many rally drivers and crews
bring their own food and drink from Perth
and return there overnight for the last day in
Perth’s northern suburbs.
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Abysmal voting record
TOODYAY has a remarkable and enviable
reputation for volunteer service and
community spirit.
From volunteer fire and ambulance
services to tidy town titles, Toodyay leads
the nation as a multi award-winner in
community engagement.
If there’s an important job to be done,
Toodyay volunteers can always be counted
on to pitch in and help.
So it comes as a big shock to discover that
Toodyay residents are among the state’s
worst for voting in local government
elections.
Toodyay’s voter turn-out in the 2013
council poll was only 27 per cent – just
a whisker away from WA’s lowest voter
turn-out of 26.9 per cent in East Pilbara.
Worse still, there was only one genuinely
contested election for four Toodyay
council seats – the rest didn’t face a ballot.
Imagine if that happened elsewhere.
What if only a quarter of all Australians
voted, and three quarters of all state and
federal MPs took office unopposed?
What if an Australian Prime Minister or
State Premier never had to face voters to
gain a leadership position?
Yet that’s what happened in Toodyay at
the last shire elections in 2013.
That’s not to say our current shire
councillors are not worthy to hold office.
Anyone close to local government knows
it is a largely a thankless role with only
token financial compensation for countless
hours of unpaid time and worry.
Our current councillors may well be the
best people for the job, making it pointless
for others to run against them.
But that’s not how democracy works.
History shows that uncontested elections
and voter apathy are a recipe for disaster.
With the next shire elections due on
Saturday October 17 and most council
seats up for grabs, now is the time to set
matters straight.
Voters have until 5pm August 28 to
ensure they are enrolled to vote, and
nominations for election to five council
council seats open on Thursday September
8 – and close just eight days later.
That gives Toodyay people just enough
time before the October 17 poll to voice
their opinions in a full and informed public
debate about what kind of council they
want for the next four years.
We invite readers to share that debate by
writing letters to The Toodyay Herald with
constructive views about how to best set a
safe course for a sustainable future.
A lively debate might even encourage
more people to stand for election.
Let’s cast aside the wooden spoon and
give local voters a real run for their money
at the next council elections.
Michael Sinclair-Jones
Editor

The way we were – Newcastle (Toodyay) Wanderers Football Club won the Eastern Districts Junior Football Association competition and this photograph
was published in 1905 in The Western Mail newspaper. Standing (from left) – C. Bird, F. Kingston, H. Wroth, A. Davey, A. Briggs; middle row – Fred Green,
V. Riseley, D. Clarkson, M. Robinson, G. Wroth, E. Smith, P. Donegan, L. Kingston, H. Abrahams; front row (seated) – E. Donegan, C. Doust, Septimus Noel
Leeder (captain, with ball), G. Lukin, A. Rogers. That year, Septimus Leeder married May Green, daughter of Fred Green (also in photo) and was due to start
managing the Newcastle Wine Saloon. He died of a heart attack in 1909 age 26, leaving a widow and two sons. He was the son of W. G. and Hannah Leeder
and grandfather of Toodyay Historical Society Patron Len Leeder. Photo: Newcastle Gaol Museum; additional information Toodyay Historical Society.

letters
Charlie Wroth fire hero

PREVIOUS editions of The Toodyay Herald
have reported on a WA Supreme Court writ
filed by the Shire of Toodyay alleging various
breaches involving misuse of funds directed
at former shire CEO Graham Merrick and
former president Charlie Wroth.
I would like it made clear that I have never
met Mr Merrick – my opinion and comments
are aimed directly at Mr Wroth and his
family.
On 29 December 2009 when fire tore
through our town we, along with many
others, lost everything we owned.
For those who have never experienced it,
it’s not much fun.
At a time of the year when most families are
enjoying Christmas and New Year, Charlie
Wroth and his family stood tall.
Within two to four days, Charlie had
convened meetings in the Memorial Hall
and, along with his wife Alison and daughter,
spent countless hours processing people and
mountains of paperwork.
These meetings continued for days on end.
Charlie arranged for ‘the powers that be’ to
attend these meetings to help all of us gain a
better understanding of our situation.
I’m still at a loss to fully appreciate what
the Wroth family contributed.
Charlie, your tenacity and your appreciation
for the situation in which you took the bull
by the horns saved our town from a very dire
future.
I know I speak on behalf of my wife and
I’m sure I speak for my nearby neighbours.
Your contribution, Charlie, was almost
beyond belief.
There are lots out there with very short
The Toodyay Herald invites you to have
your say in our letters page. Please
email your correspondence to news@
toodyayherald.com.au with your full name,
address and phone number. Letters that are
short, sharp and to the point about topical
local issues are preferred. The Herald
reserves the right to edit letters for length.

feedback
The Toodyay Herald is a
locally owned not-for-proﬁt newspaper that aims to serve
the community as a source of
quality news and information.Suggestions and comments
are welcome to
PO Box 100, Toodyay WA 6566
feedback@toodyayherald.com.au

memories, not only on this subject but as
to your contribution to our community in
general.
Thank you also to all others who helped us
when we really needed you.
There’s not much more to say but ‘thank
you’.
Carol and Dave Perrie
Toodyay

and the Olive and Rosemary Ciabatta.
As a ‘bread-lover’, I consider that we are
extremely fortunate to have affordable and
readily available access to such high quality
breads right here on our doorstep.
Greg Griffin
Toodyay

Bread fit for a king

CONCERNING last month’s letter ‘Track
fire danger’, I am one of the residents whose
property borders onto half of Nottingham
Road Reserve.
I feel the need to explain myself as the
authors of last month’s letter wrongfully
implied that I agree with their opinion.
The ‘track’ in question is in fact a gazetted
road and has always been a very important
fire egress.
I believe shire employees do the best they
can.
Either a controlled burn or leaving the logs
to reduce erosion is fine by me.
Where there are trees there is always a
potential fire danger – you get that living in
the country.
Annette Muller
Toodyay

AS A TOODYAY resident who appreciates
fine quality breads, I do not pass up any
opportunity to sample the wide variety
of breads available from the many and
renowned bakeries in Perth and surrounding
areas.
Some of the breads I have eaten are what
I would consider to be of an extremely high
quality.
However, I wanted to share with my fellow
Toodyay residents my thoughts on the breads
available here in Toodyay from our own local
bakery.
Our local bread is to me, without doubt,
‘Best In Class’.
I refer more particularly to the slowfermented Artisan Cob, the Fig and Fennel

Trees always a fire risk

Boppin’ the blues in Bolgart
West Oz Blues Fest October 9-11
THE BOLGART Sportsground is being
transformed from a rundown and unused
site for sporting fixtures to a perfect festival
venue for the inaugural West Oz Blues Fest.
The site will spring to life after a quarter
of a century of inactivity on the weekend of
October 9 to 11 with an amazing line-up of
blues artists.
Award-winning Australian soloists and
bands and some home-grown WA talent have
been signed and there is a possibility of an
exciting US act.
The West Oz Blues Fest website lists the
artists with links to their pages.
During the festival weekend, the Bolgart
Hotel and Trees Café will also be performance
venues.
The Victoria Plains Shire Council has begun
a general tidy up of the grounds, removing
old scrub and fences, and gravelling, sanding
and levelling uneven areas.
The spacious grounds are at the northern
end of Bolgart and will accommodate the
three entertainment venues.
There will be secure camping areas, and
caravans will be accommodated.
When finished, it will also be a venue for
local use and future events.
Volunteer music lovers can help at the
festival with ticket and merchandise sales,
setting up and keeping the venue tidy.

Karlene Crane will coordinate volunteers
and explain the registration process and
duties.
To accommodate legal requirements,
volunteers must be registered and commit
to working for 10 hours over the festival to
receive a pass to the event.
If volunteers register soon they will
receive a festival T-shirt to identify them as
a volunteer.
Karlene also handles local billetting for
artists and can be contacted on karlene.
crane@outlook.com.
Early bookings will be in the running for
a raffle for a weekend for two at Redtail
Cottages in WA’s south.
There will be special-priced tickets on sale
at the Dowerin Field Day.
Festival goers are urged to book soon to
avoid being left standing at the gate.
For more information on the West Oz
Blues Fest have a look at the details on
westozbluesfest.com.au or on facebook.

The Flies to buzz at the Vic
LOCAL band ‘The Flies’ are playing at the
Victoria Hotel from 7.30 pm on Saturday
August 8..
The Flies recently entertained a large
and appreciative crowd at Toodyay’s
International Food Festival during this year’s
annual Avon Descent river race.

Kristee scoops pool at WA
Constable Care awards

TOODYAY Shire Executive Support Officer
Kristee Jolly has won the WA Constable Care
Child Safety Foundation’s top award at a gala
black tie event at the Perth Convention and
Exhibition Centre earlier this month.
She won the 2015 Constable Care Child
Safety Award of the Year and Constable Care
Child Safety Employee Award.
Kristee was honoured for:
• Developing the Toodyay Youth Advisory
Council;
• An ‘Am I a cyber-bully?’ program with
local police and the Toodyay District
High School; and
• The free Toodyay Inclusion Holiday
program involving local sporting and arts
groups to encourage young people to be
active and involved in activities.
She was named last month as one of 21
finalists from a record number of entries and
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voted overall winner from seven categories
after taking out the top employee award.
WA Governor Kerry Sanderson presented
Kristee with a Constable Care Child Safety
gold service medallion, an honour certificate
and $2000 for her overall win.
She also received a service medallion and
further $1000 for her category win.
Foundation CEO David Gribble said the
judges felt Kristee had shown remarkable
drive and were very impressed with her
strategy to involve the wider community to
help make Toodyay a lively, engaging, and
safe place for young people to live.
“Her obvious energy, great ideas and
resourcefulness have been invaluable to
children in her region,” Mr Gribble said.
“Kristee has worked tirelessly since 2010
to make Toodyay a great place for young
people to live.”

Community bus gets $20,000 boost
TOODYAY’S AGEING community bus has
prompted the Toodyay Shire Council to set
aside $20,000 for a replacement vehicle.
The money is likely to go towards buying a
second-hand bus for about $30,000-$40,000
with less than 100,000km on the clock.
The council will also start servicing the
bus now it has appointed a shire mechanic.
This cost was previously borne by a
not-for-profit community association that
manages and operates the shire-owned bus.
The vehicle is a 1993 diesel Toyota

Coaster with 290,000km on the clock and
is expected to last another four or five years.
Shire CEO Stan Scott said there had been
recent talks about a replacement and running
costs.
“If replacement parts are needed – such as
for a new clutch – the additional cost would
have to be agreed by the council.”
He said the $20,000 had been placed in a
community bus reserve fund.
More money in next year’s budget will be
for future councillors to decide.

WA Constable Care Awards champion Kristee Jolly celebrates her win with Toodyay Police
Constable Chris Milonas at the Perth Convention and Exhibition Centre.

Fancy dancing in the street with Santa?
Toodyay Chamber of Commerce
Barb Dadd
IT’S HARD to believe it’s only five months
until the Chamber of Commerce’s Christmas
Street Party springs to life in December.
Our subcommittee is up and running and
working on introducing something to top last
year’s very successful event.
There will be food (with a difference),
music (to captivate all ears), fun for the kids
(and teenagers), and perhaps even something
big (like huge) and bright in the night sky.
We may even invite you to stay and dance
the evening away in the middle of town.
Remember, the Christmas Street Party is
for all of us who call Toodyay home. It’s our
night to party.
If you would like to get involved in some
constructive way, please call Mark Dimmitt
on 0439 865 303 or email gpayne50@gmail.
com.
We do need to decide on a final program,
but we’d still love to hear your ideas and, of
course welcome any offers of assistance.

More websites needed

TOODYAY Chamber of Commerce
Committee members Margaret Sommerville
and Clive Eger attended the annual WA
Regional Chambers of Commerce meeting
at Parliament House last month.
An impressive amount of relevant
government information was shared with
more than 40 regional delegates and an
extensive summary of all areas covered can
now be found at toodyaychamber.org.au.
Issues raised included the construction
of mobile towers, ANZAC Day trading
confusion, penalty rates for public holidays,
the imposition of bureaucratic red tape,
Worksafe intrusion into workplaces, support
for local businesses in the awarding of
government contracts, public liability
insurance requirements for businesses, and
trading hours – about which Michael Mischin,
the WA Attorney General and Minister of
Commerce stated that government should
not be telling traders when they can open
their doors.
Interestingly Joe Francis, Minister for
Small Business and Veteran’s Affairs, noted
that in an age of ever-increasing high internet
and multi-media use, one million Australian
businesses have no website.
Do you? It was strongly suggested that
small businesses needed to be educated
on how to develop websites as a way of
promoting their businesses.
We’d like to hear your comments on this,
and if the need is there perhaps the Chamber
of Commerce could attract young creative
web designers to help.
Terry Redman, Minister for Regional
Development and Minister assisting the
Minister for State Development informed the

delegates that Royalties for Regions funding
was capped at $1 billion which included
$150 million allocated to a special purpose
fund for regional reform.
Mr Redman also agreed that support for
tourism in WA was “underdone” and he was
keen to invest more and to better use current
investments.

Small business awards

BARRY O’SULLIVAN from the Small
Business Development Corporation spoke
about the WA Regional Small Business
Awards and encouraged all in attendance to
promote the awards to their communities.
He explained how they can help the
individual business person professionally
and personally and how to give their business
an outstanding public profile.
Workshops will be available for interested
persons to help them enter the awards
through CCI (WA).
The key benefits will be marketing, getting
the locals involved, employment offered
to towns, and an understanding of how
the awards can inspire many small quiet
achievers in regional areas.
Dates to keep in mind for the awards are:
• July 1 – Submissions opened;
• October 12 – Submissions close. Tickets
for gala dinner on sale.
• October 22 – Judging day and,
• October 23 – Finalists chosen at the
function.
Our website has a link to the Chamber
of Commerce (WA) and more information
about the awards.
Have you ever considered starting up a
business? If so have you given thought to
your business plan, the hugely important
cash-flow projection and the market in which
you will operate?
If not, we strongly recommend a visit to
the Small Business Corporation web site at
smallbusiness.wa.gov.au where you’ll find
information on these vital components as
well as a variety of workshops set up to assist

inexperienced folk take the exciting step into
the small business arena.

Raising Toodyay’s Profile

HOW OFTEN have we heard these words:
“Toodyay has so much potential.” Your
Chamber of Commerce is currently working
towards making this more than just a dream.
None of us wants traffic lights or a big
impersonal Woolies or Coles, or houses
squashed up in suburban gated enclaves,
but we’d all like to see more opportunity for
young people to stay, to build a life and raise
families, for more visitors and for current and
future businesses to thrive.

So how can we bring this about?
The answer is a collective coming together
of ideas. The Chamber of Commerce is not
just a forum for business people.
Our vision is to build a thriving community
for everyone, so please feel free to come
along to the Freemasons Hotel at 7.15pm
on the second Monday of each month. We
welcome your participation.
The Toodyay Chamber of Commerce AGM
will be held at 7.15pm on Wednesday August
26 at the Freemasons Hotel.
We invite all businesses to become
involved as Toodyay needs your interest,
passion and ideas.
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Crossbow, knife seized in two-week manhunt

Police Beat
With Sgt Warren Conder

TOODYAY police seized a high-powered
crossbow, three arrows and a knife after a
two-week search for a 34-year-old Julimar
farmer who allegedly breached a violence
restraining order taken out by his wife.
Police were called after the man drove
to the farm and allegedly used the knife to
threaten two workers who were helping his
wife to move stock.
The workers disarmed the man who left
the property before police could arrive.
An unsuccessful police search was called
off next day while the man’s wife moved
off the property to stay with friends.
The man’s father flew to Perth from NSW
to assist police with his son.
The man was located the following day
and charged with going armed in public
to cause fear, possessing an article (knife)
and breach of a violence restraining order.
He faced the Perth Magistrates Court
and was bailed on strict protective bail
conditions.
Two weeks later, the father rang the
man’s wife to say his son had taken his
hire car and was heading to Toodyay.
Police ‘flooded’ the area with four cars.
The hire car was later seen being driven
away from Toodyay at high speed and later
found abandoned on Chittering Road.
A second search failed to find the man but

he was carrying his father’s iPad, which
police were able to track to Muchea.
Another search there failed, however
information received next morning enabled
police to locate the man in Bullsbrook,
where he was arrested and taken to the
Perth police watch house.
He appeared in the Perth Magistrates
Court later that day and was charged with
breaching a violence restraining order and
breaching protective bail conditions.
The man was remanded in custody until
this month to face court on the original
charges of going armed in public.

Wheatbelt increase

SGT CONDER said there had been a 30 per
cent increase in wheatbelt domestic violence
in the past year.

Much of it involved alcohol and drug
abuse.
“A high proportion of it is also due to
mental health isoues,” Sgt Conder said.
“We do attend a lot of domestic violence
calls in Toodyay.”
Last month’s Toodyay Herald reported
police fears of “a significant domestic
violence problem in the town” as part of a
failed liquor licensing application.
WA P o l i c e C o m m i s s i o n e r K a r l
O’Callaghan said local police had reported
107 incidents of family domestic violence
in the 15 months to March 2014.
A third involved liquor, and 20 per cent
involved an offence being committed.

A knife allegedly used to threaten two farm workers at Julimar

A crossbow and arrows seized during the manhunt

Wild ride through town
ends in 6 months’ jail
Michael Sinclair-Jones
A HIGH-SPEED police pursuit through
Toodyay’s busy shopping precinct last year
has cost a young unlicensed trail bike rider
six months’ jail.
A 22-year-old Toodyay man told Northam
Magistrate’s Court last month that he wanted
to go for a ride in the bush “to clear his head”
after a heated argument with his fiancé.
The man was spotted by Toodyay police a
short time later riding an unlicensed bike in
Stirling Terrace but he sped off after refusing
to stop.
He veered to the wrong side of the road
to get past traffic, cut a blind corner into
Oddfellows Street and sped erratically down
busy Charcoal Lane and into Piesse Street at
speeds of up to 70km/h in a 40km/h zone,
endangering local shoppers.
The police chase ended in Harper Street
when the bike collided with a van, causing
minor damage to a front bull bar.
The bike crashed into Duidgee Park and
the rider sustained minor bruises and cuts.
He was charged with driving an unlicensed
vehicle, driving without a licence, failing to
stop for police and reckless driving.
He was also later charged with possessing
cannabis, drug paraphernalia and unlicensed
ammunition, and was released on bail.

His lawyer told the court that the young
man had fallen in with a bad crowd but had
put it behind him, stopped smoking drugs
and turned his life around.
The man now worked in steady job on a
station in WA’s north and his fiancé – present
in the back of the court – was expecting a
baby in January.
He had turned his life around and deserved
a non-custodial sentence.
However, Magistrate Paul Roth said his
hands were tied under mandatory State
sentencing laws for high-speed police
pursuits.
“The laws were passed by politicians and
I have no say in it, regardless of the justice
of the situation,” Mr Roth said.
He jailed the man for six months, saying
good behaviour could see him freed in three
months.
The man seemed stunned as he was taken
into custody and wept as he looked back
towards his pregnant fiancé and parents
sitting in the rear of the court.
They waved tearful goodbyes when he was
led away a short time later.
Mandatory jail for reckless driving causing
injury in police chases was introduced in
2012 after a Perth mother was killed during
a high-speed police pursuit.

Police map of high-speed pursuit through Toodyay’s busy shopping precinct
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‘Smash’ not a hit but Freo sardines heavenly
Restaurant Raconteur
Ravi Broadbean
ENGLISH pubs are famous for ‘pub grub’
and there is one little inn in Shropshire,
quaintly called ‘The Engine and Tender’
which serves three varieties of potato with
its roast.
I mention this because there is a restaurant
in Toodyay which serves one type of potato
with its main courses – instant reconstituted
powdered potato.
Busy housewives in the 1960s used this
invention which at the time was called
‘Smash’.
Toodyay’s Sophia’s Restaurant is
juxtaposed to the Police Station in Stirling
Terrace and I would suggest that the person
responsible for this culinary abomination
should be accommodated in its darkest cell.
Having said that and forgiven the sin,
Sophia’s is a very good restaurant.
The menu is varied, the staff efficient and
friendly and the food is generally of good
quality.
It is also the only stand-alone eatery in the
town that opens for dinner every day.
Tarquin and Daisy were staying overnight
with friends, allowing Bonita and me to
travel up to Toodyay and experience the night
life.
We booked a table for 7 o’clock and
brought along a friend, Brunhilde, and so
we were a happy threesome.
Despite the restaurant being very busy, we
were greeted by a very cheerful waitress,
shown a corner table and handed menus and
a wine list.

New observatory
to put Toodyay
on celestial map
Continued from Page 7
GINGIN Observatory owners Bella and Karl
Wunderlin currently operate the successful
Gingin Observatory but their lease expires
at the end of next month and they plan to
relocate their business to Toodyay.
“There’s better road and rail access
to Toodyay from Perth, and local clear
night skies are perfect for astronomy,” Ms
Wunderlin said.
The observatory has five telescopes and
aims to attract amateur astronomers and
stargazing novices to learn more about
the moon, stars, planets, comets and other
celestial objects.
Its equipment includes a powerful 63.5cm
Dobsonian reflector telescope that can see
clusters of distant stars in deep space that
are invisible to the naked eye.
The Gingin Observatory attracts up to 4000
visitors a year, including school groups.
Fees for two-hour viewing sessions and
presentations cost $55 per adult or $35 per
child, with concessions for family groups
and seniors.
The observatory hopes to hold its first night
sky viewing session in Toodyay by the end
of this month.
For more information, visit
ginginobservatory.com.
New local astronomy group, Page 10

Laurie’s 90th marked
by engraved plaque
Ida’s Hideaway
Neil Stewart
WE CELEBRATED Laurie Beech’s 90th
birthday last month. All enjoyed themselves,
Laurie most of all.
He was presented with an engraved plaque
by Ida to mark this special birthday.
Rae clicked away with her camera and
Laurie had the biggest smile – we wish him
health and happiness in future years.
Once again we were blown away by the
generosity of the Toodyay people for our
Christmas in July raffle. Our lucky dip was
especially popular with younger people.
A great big thank you to all sponsors and
to Ida’s Hideaway members who organised
and ran the raffle.
Our AGM has been put back to Saturday
August 29 – if you would like to join our
Saturday get-togethers, call 9574 2858.
Did you know? Everything weighs one per
cent less at the equator.

For entrée I chose Tiger Prawns at $18,
Bonita the Tomato and Caramalised (sic)
Onion Tart at $10.50 and Brunhilde selected
the Sardines at $15.
Bonita had agreed to drive us back to
civilisation and so I settled for a bottle of
Chateau Picque Caillou Pessac Leognan
2007 for Brunhilde and me.
We emptied the bottle just as the entrées
arrived at table and so I ordered a bottle of
Chateau Capbern Gasqueton St Estephe
2002.
This is in no way a criticism of the service;
the restaurant was very busy and Brunhilde
and I do enjoy a quick snifter as an aperitif.
My tiger prawns were served with garlic
and tomato with an accompaniment of slices
of chorizo sausage.
The prawns were delicious, firm and well
presented, but although it appears to be the
‘in thing’, I am still to be convinced that the
addition of chorizo sausage enhances the
dish.
Brunhilde described the Fremantle sardines
as heavenly, and Bonita’s Tomato and
Caramelised Tart was scrumptious.
The salad dressing was excellent and
although the onions were slightly undercaramelised for Bonita’s palate, this is a
matter of taste.

Bonita enjoyed her Tiramisu Dip with
strawberries but it was not exactly what she
had expected.
Tiramisu is an Italian coffee-flavoured
dessert made with ladyfingers dipped in
coffee layered with a whipped mixture of
eggs, sugar and mascarpone flavoured with
cocoa.
Sophia’s menu does indicate that it is a
dip and some of the basic ingredients are
discernible but the mousse version served
is an acquired taste.
Brunhilde enjoyed her Citrus Tart which
was served with whipped cream and a
raspberry coulis swirl for decoration.
I chose a favourite of mine – Sticky Date
Pudding served with caramel sauce, ice
cream and whipped cream.
The pudding is a variation of a popular
pudding in Europe, sticky toffee pudding.
Many restaurants serve variations on the
theme with one degree of success or another.
There is nothing whatsoever to commend
Sophia’s offering which appears to come
directly from the tin to the table.
Luckily I am not a great fan of ice cream
because it had run out.
Despite the few hiccups we experienced on
this visit, and the ‘Smash’, which I hope will
be off the menu in the near future, Sophia’s
is a very good restaurant.
It is also renowned for its dine-in and takeaway pizzas. Although we did not sample
these on this visit, Tarquin and Daisy are
pizza aficionados.
We will no doubt sample these when
we next visit Toodyay to review another
establishment.

Overall the entrées were very satisfactory.
We all chose different dishes for our main
course.
Bonita’s Scotch Fillet at $38 was cooked
medium-rare to perfection – it was beautifully
tender and the flavour superb.
The fact that the béarnaise sauce was not
cooked in-house did not detract from the
overall effect of an excellent dish.
The dollop of reconstituted potato did.
Brunhilde chose the signature dish of
Chicken Sophia which at $28 was good
value.
It was cooked with honey, tomato, garlic,
ginger and cream and described by her as
‘yummy’. It was served with steamed white
rice.
I chose the Beef Bourguignon, served with
mashed potato and vegetables at $30.
This dish which hails from the Burgundy
region of France is traditionally cooked with
red burgundy wine, beef broth with garlic
overtones, onions and bouquet garni with
mushroom added before serving.
The version offered at Sophia’s does
rather stray from the traditional but was
flavoursome in its way, totally edible and
would have been a very satisfactory dish had
it not been for the runny island of ‘Smash’ in
the middle of the plate.
The dessert menu is adequate and has five
substantial offerings plus the usual array of
‘cakes from the display cabinet’.
Brunhilde selected the Citrus Tart, Bonita
the Tiramisu Dip and I had the Sticky Date
Pudding.
All desserts, including the Warm Chocolate
Pudding and Chocolate Mousse, are $10.

Sharks get Toodyay shire in a tangle
Fly on the wall
Peter Robinson
FIRST, an apology.
Last month I wrote that Cr Paula Greenway
had been elected as the shire representative on
the Butterly Cottages Association Committee
– it was in fact Cr Andrew McCann.
So, to this month’s meeting, which was
much shorter than last month’s.
In answer to a question from local resident
Phil Perkins, it was revealed that the shire
does not have a tourism policy.
Given the importance of tourism to
Toodyay it is a surprising omission, though
tourism is covered in part by the shire’s
economic development plan.
Author Fred Bremner presented two of his
books to Shire President David Dow for the
town’s public library.
One was a record of discussions and official
letters detailing management the Avon River
and its catchment since 1947, and the other a
history of WA water management since 1829.
Former shire vice-president and Toodyay
Race Club President John Prater delivered a
submission asking the shire for a $5000 grant
to the club to enable it to provide children’s
activities at this year’s 150th picnic races on
Sunday September 27. This was approved
later in the meeting.

Tip extension dumped
THE FIRST agenda item was a request from
Bayswater landfill company Opal Vale Pty
Ltd for another extension of time for State
Government planning approval to build a
Perth rubbish dump at Lot 11 Chitty Road.
The extension was denied with a 9-0 vote.
The next motion was to remove waste
disposal and treatment as a permitted land
use at the same site.
The motion was withdrawn on advice that
it would not be allowed by the WA Planning
Commission until the current Opal Vale
application is finalised.
The rules for the use of the new multi-use
sports court in Fiennes Street across from the
shire office has been approved by council.
Details will be posted on the shire website.
The shire has a large number of reserve
accounts which were reviewed with varying
amounts being added or subtracted to suit
specific needs.
It is very heartening to see $20,000
being set aside to create a reserve for the
replacement of Toodyay’s community bus.
With the addition of $5000 to the racing
club, the budget was passed.
Agenda items for this month’s WA Local
Government Association annual conference
were debated.
One from Toodyay requested – as a matter

of urgency – the development of a waste
management plan for WA.
The shire also asked for reforms to
establish a framework for planning and
location of waste landfill sites, and a ban
on new private landfill approvals until the
adoption of a durable planning framework.
This year there are 27 super-draw prizes
available for early payment of rates.
A motion from the City of Bunbury wants
shark attacks designated as a ‘hazard’ within
the Emergency Management Regulations
(2006).
The motion was well debated but
unfortunately a move to oppose this motion
was lost 5 to 4.
We don’t need more bureaucracy in this
area.
Sharks are so maligned and sensationally
reported – more people die from bee stings
than sharks.
Instead of pandering to WA Premier Colin
Barnett’s stupid idea of attracting sharks just
to kill them, the effort should be to develop
personal shark-repellent devices.
Oh dear, I nearly forgot that the Federal
Government also reduced CSIRO funding
– one stupid decision following another.
An interesting motion from Mandurah
requested an amendment to the Local
Government Act to allow councils to

GO SOLAR
Installed and supported by
your local solar specialists

collect rates from land used by charitable
organisations for housing.
Local government has to provide all the
services and by-laws to such properties, the
same as for any other dwellings.
We then came to a notice of motion from
Cr Sally Craddock to have questions and
answers recorded in the shire minutes.
She then tried to move an amendment
which was declared out of order by Cr Dow.
This was disputed by – guess who – Cr
Chris Firns, but the president’s ruling was
upheld.
For some unknown reason, Cr Craddock
chose not to pursue her original motion.
Shire minutes are kept to record the outcome
of motions, including any amendments, not
the debate itself.
To record councillors’ and staff questions
and answers would make passing the minutes
at the next meeting almost impossible with
too many disputes over who said what.
As a historical record or directions for staff
action, Q&As are irrelevant.
I would also pity anyone trying to take
notes of the meeting or decipher the recorded
speech of some of our councillors.
I suspect there was another agenda in all
of this.
Shire CEO Stan Scott’s performance
review, was discussed behind closed doors.

July & August
Only

With rebates likely to be removed and solar
pricing at an all time low, now is the time to
install solar before prices rise.

3kW

from only

$3,990*

5kW

from only

$5,990*

*Conditions apply

Call us today for a free in-home quote and
kill your power bill tomorrow.
www.cdaair.com
4 Henrietta St, York & 244 Fitzgerald
St, Northam

9641 2144 & 9622 5044

EC10485
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emergency services

Bucktooth Rocket plays Sheik of Scrubby Creek
Julimar Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Alison Wroth
THIS COLUMN is going to be somewhat
different.
Instead of writing my normal promotion
of training, we’ve been looking at what
activities to do around the house during these
winter months to aid in the prevention of fires
during the summer.
This column will focus on the great morale
at the Julimar Fire Shed in the past months
and the wonderful social activity that goes
on at the shed to keep morale up during the
winter months so that we can all work as a
team when it really counts.
We recently had our Christmas in July at
the shed, an annual event, with all available
hands on deck to help decorate and clean the
shed.

Everybody who pitched in with the Country
and Western theme has to be commended,
especially Mary Donegan Guthrie, who
excelled with the decorating.
A big pat on the back for everyone who
pulled it together, well done.
By the time the crowds began to arrive they
were greeted with walls filled with Bison
and Tombstone-style banks and headstones,
glittering lights and lamps.
With country music blaring, straw bales
and, in some cases, newly purchased
flannelette shirts filling the room; the shed
had a definite country dance hall feel to it.
Characters that evening ranged from Indian
chiefs and squaws, sheriffs, a stunning floozy
in a red high-slit dress (nice legs Mary),
cowgirls (beautiful plaits Karen and Tanya)
and the compulsory cowboys with guns in
holsters at the ready.

The most incredible celebrity appearance
was by Chad Morgan the Sheik of Scrubby
Creek, alias Rocket, who had a buckteeth
smile that everybody will remember. Nice
one Rocket.
Our thanks go to the caterers who once
again put on an amazing roast with all the
extras and, to the ladies of the brigade, who
made the lovely nibbles.
The evening went as planned with many
door prizes and games with our resplendent
MC Cowboy Graham Barber leading the
way.
Thanks also to 360 Christmas Shop and
IGA for donating vouchers and door prizes
for the evening and supporting the brigade
once again.
These planned events and our Friday night
social gatherings every week all help to keep
the brigade tight and close knit during the

No rest for the wicked, as gran used to say
Toodyay Central Volunteer Bush Fire
Brigade
Mick McKeown
NOW THAT we are in the off-season at
last, it’s time to make preparations for next
summer.
As my grandmother used to say, ‘there’s
no rest for the wicked’.

Now is the time to prepare our properties to
reduce fire risk and fire intensity if the worst
happens.
If you are going to spray your firebreaks,
you should be doing that about now.
If there are trees or shrubs growing too
close to your home, or other buildings, now
is the time to remove them.
If the access to your property is not clear

Split-second theft from shopping trolley
Toodyay Community Safety and
Crime Prevention Association
Desraé Clarke
COSTLY happening in a split second.
On arrival at the checkout in a large
suburban centre a mature-aged woman
reached into her trolley to retrieve her hidden
purse containing her wallet, car and house
keys.
They were gone.
The woman reported her loss to the
management and was extremely grateful to
the caring staff who phoned for a taxi for her
to return home to get her second set of car
keys.
The return taxi fare cost her $60.
On returning to the car park the shopping

Family law
DeFacto Relationships

centre was closed but a member of the
security staff had stayed with her vehicle
until she returned.
As her identification and personal address
were stolen there were several immediate
areas she had to attend to: changing house
locks, $200; changing car locks, $80 and,
renewing credit , Medicare and Seniors cards
as well as her driver’s licence.
Naturally, she was very distressed over the
incident.
There are extremely cunning people who
watch for a likely victim in busy shopping
centers.
With this happening to a not-so-young
shopper the most important lesson is to
keep your wallet and car keys separate and
securely on your person.
You never know, there may be someone
watching to take advantage as you concentrate
on your purchase.
The Toodyay Police number can be
contacted on 9574 9555 and Crimestoppers
on 1800 333 000.

* Separation
* Child Support/Maintenance
* Divorce
* Property Settlement
* Contact/Residence - Children
* Restraining Orders
* Prenuptial Agreements - Binding
Financial Agreements
* Legal Aid Accepted
Discounted rate for initial 1 hour
consultation.
Now seeing clients at:

for fire-fighting appliances to enter, you need
to attend to this.
Over-hanging branches and scrub hindering
the property access need to be removed if
they impede access for fire trucks.
Take into consideration that in an
emergency trucks will have to reverse into
your property if there is no clear area for
them to turn around.
Fallen branches, sticks, twigs and leaves
can be raked up and burnt now, as the
unrestricted burning season is most likely
to close at the end of September.
This means that if you are to burn anything
you only have two months remaining to do
so, by October, it will be too late.
There are other preparations to make
for the summer but we should be burning
anything that needs to be burnt now.
We’re always keen to welcome new
members to our brigade.
The training that is provided will not only
help you to help others but it will also give
you the skills and confidence to help yourself
when the need arises.
If you are interested in finding out more
about our brigade, or if you would like to
join our brigade, please get in touch with
Captain Mick McKeown, 0439 998 808 or
Secretary, Wayne Clarke, 6364 3609 or email
2jcentralvbfb@westnet.com.au.
Our next monthly meeting will be held at
7.30pm on Tuesday August 25 at the fire and
emergency service centre in Stirling Terrace.
We are always on the lookout for new
members so please don’t feel shy to come
down and check us out.

For your rural, business
and individual taxation and
financial solutions
210 Fitzgerald St, Northam
Phone: 9622 2822
Fax: 9622 3577

Sarah Somers

Barrister & Solicitor
85 Fitzgerald Street, Northam
(offices of Mayberry Hammond)

Sandy Hatherley (Director): 0417 912 923
Email: sandy.hatherley@rsmi.com.au

Telephone: 9622 9687

winter months when we don’t see each other
as often as during summer.
Sure we have our ups and downs, just like
in a family (I hear the case of the missing
eggs is yet to be solved.) but nobody is
perfect.
We can put any issue behind us and move
on as a team.
We have to if we are to work together
properly when it really counts during the hot
summer months when bushfire is our main
concern.
A few of our members attended a bush
fire firefighting course and further training
sessions are planned for Saturday August 8.
Keep on raking those fallen leaves away
from your home and keep those gutters clean
as you don’t want a build up of anything
against your house come the summer.
Stay safe.

Captain bows out
with outstanding
service legacy
Bejoording Volunteer Bushfire
Brigade
From the desk of The Badger
AFTER 15 years of service to the Bejoording
Brigade, including eight years as Training
Officer and seven years as Captain, Lawrence
Hayward stood down at our AGM and passed
the baton to the safe hands of Barry Grey.
In that time Lawrence has become the
most qualified captain in the District and is
a qualified trainer/assessor.
His immense experience and knowledge
won’t be lost because Lawrence will remain
a Shire Fire Control Officer.
At least he will get to spend more quality
time with his family.His legacy to our
brigade needs to be acknowledged.
Under his leadership the Australian
Interservice Management System (AIMS)
is now second nature to our leadership team.
Bejoording never failed to field a crew
for an incident and were regularly first to
mobilise.
We had a zero injury record under
Lawrence’s watch and now have a strong
training and communications culture.
Last but not least, brigade morale is so high
that all leadership positions were nominated
and uncontested prior to our AGM.
A massive thank you to Lawrence from
the whole Bejoording community – you
have served tirelessly above and beyond our
expectations.
Long may you enjoy the extra time you can
spend with wife Margaret and granddaughter
Monique.
Our AGM was well attended and we
acknowledge the presence of visitors Mick
Rogers (Deputy 1) and Rob Koch (CESM).
The newly elected leadership team is
Barry Grey (Captain), Fiona Glossop (1st
Lieutenant), Mark Glossop (2nd Lieutenant,
Tony Jamieson (Training Officer), Ben
den Boer (Equipment Officer), Alan Jelly
(Secretary) and Gloria Robinson (Treasurer).
Thank you all for nominating.
Always remember to plan and prepare
before lighting any fire for any reason and
to have a clear contingency strategy in place
should things get out of control.
If you have any questions, please call
Captain Barry Grey on 9574 2149, or
the Badger on 9574 4834. Please leave a
message if we’re not there.
Our next regular meeting is at 6pm on
Tuesday August 18 at the shed.

PE & SM FERGUSON AND SONS

Trees Cafe

BULLDOZING CONTRACTOR
Owner Operator

Bolgart Ph 9627 5187

Take a pleasant trip to Bolgart just 38kms north of Toodyay. Come, enjoy our
hospitality & home cooked food at the old Bank of New South Wales.
Breakfast on Sunday with the Sunday Times available.

We look forward to seeing you again.
Hours Fri-Sat 10am - 3pm Sunday 9am - 3pm
Closed Public Holidays

Email: treescafe@hotmail.com

www.treescafebolgart.com

* Dam Construction
* Fence Lines
* Contour Banks
* Ripping

Phone Patrick

9574 4402
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emergency services

Volunteers answer 440 call-outs, cover 36,265km in year
St John Ambulance Toodyay
Sub-centre
Heather Appleby
TWO committee members retired at our
recent Annual General Meeting and did not
seek re-election.
Pat Bradley and Sandy Smith have both
served on the committee for more than 15
years and we thank them for their long and
loyal service.
They will prove to be a hard act to follow
and will be missed by everyone. We wish
them well in their ‘retirement’.
The new committee is Charlie Wroth
(Chairperson), Kim Maddrill (ViceChairperson), Sue Eldridge, Peter Brennan,
Jenny Maher, Janine Bastick, Neville Clarke,
Fiona Hilton and Heather Appleby.
We always need to raise funds so you
will see our volunteers out and about in the
coming months.
Our annual mammoth raffle is later this
year and we hope you give generously.
Our service continues to grow in demand
and over the past 12 months we had 440
callouts and travelled 36,265km.
The callouts consisted of: trauma (118);
medical (234) cardiac (60) and, other (28).
The only reason we can do this number
of jobs is because of the dedication and
commitment of our volunteers.
The community should be very proud of
the professionalism and unselfishness that is
shown and with the support of your families,

to be able to continue to do so many callouts.
Special thanks should also go to the phone
coordinators who do such a wonderful job
organising and dispatching crews at all times
of the day and night.
We also need to thank our very dedicated
Volunteer Development Officers (VDO) who
organise and conduct the training.
Last year we upgraded four of our older
ambulances. All five of our vans are now
the same and our First Aid Post is fitted out
to be an ambulance.
We’ve also purchased four new Phillips
FR3 Defibrillators at $8500 each which are
now installed in the vehicles.
Four AEDS were purchased and donated to
the community and have been placed at The
Toodyay District High School, the Toodyay
Men’s Shed, the Cola Cafe in Stirling Terrace
and our Sub Centre.
At long last, our prayers have finally
been answered and we have a community
paramedic in the name of Patrick O’Dal.
Patrick comes to us with a wealth of
experience and I’m sure he’ll be able to
impart his valuable knowledge and skills
to help us continue to be an efficient Sub
Centre.
Did you know that when you need to call
an ambulance, the service is not free?
While many health funds do cover you
for emergency transport, you may not be
covered for the lower-priority transport.
If you are not a member of a health fund,
all transport costs will be charged to you.

Toodyay St John Ambulance Service volunteers (from left) Charlie Wroth (Chairperson),
Janine Bastick, Neville Clarke, Carolynne Haigh, Jenny Maher, Sue Eldridge, Heather
Appleby and Kim Maddrell (Vice-Chairperson), with a volunteer whose fingers and other
parts have been worked to the bone.
However, there is an easy solution to this emergency care the small annual fee can
problem – if you join St John Ambulance at relieve you of this additional worry.
a cost of $83 annually for a family or $50
For further information about joining as
for single membership, all your ambulance a member or if you would like to become a
travel is covered and you will not incur any volunteer, please contact the Toodyay Subadditional costs.
Centre on 9574 2390 or email sjatoodyay@
Should you or a family member need bigpond.com.

AvonLink 20th anniversary celebrations to mark historic campaign by far-sighted locals
Toodyay AvonLink Supporters
Group
NEXT MONTH marks 20 years of AvonLink
passenger rail services to Toodyay.
We invite all local residents to meet the
9.55am train on Saturday September 12 to
mark the start of official celebrations.
The AvonLink had its inaugural run in 1995
and was the first new WA country-passenger
rail service in 47 years.

It was also Westrail’s first dedicated
long-distance commuter operation after
Prospector railcars on the Perth Kalgoorlie
route underwent a $6.2 million refit.
Farsighted locals who got the ball rolling
were former Toodyay shire clerk Robert
Millar, tourist bus operator Murray Buchan,
local cabinet maker Frank Taylor, farmer
Robert Hamersley and Peter Chiffings,
formerly from the Toodyay Tourist Centre.

In late 2014 former State treasurer Troy
Buswell announced a shock decision to
axe the weekday AvonLink rail service and
replace it with buses.
A group of commuters approached Toodyay
Shire Councillor Paula Greenway with their
concerns and a community meeting called by
the Toodyay Shire Council was attended by
more than 80 members of the community
The group approached local State National

Party MPs, Shane Love, Mia Davies and
Paul Brown, and with their help and
encouragement, a petition was signed by
more than 3000 people and was presented
to State Parliament.
It resulted in the WA Government reversing
its earlier decision and starting an improved
service with more trains for a three-year trial,
starting last December.
More details at Toodyay Visitors Centre.

Felicitas Bauxite Mining Project
Felicitas Bauxite Mining Project

Community Advisory Group

The Felicitas resource consists of approximately 230 million tonnes of bauxite
and is estimated to have a mine life of at least 25 years. It is located mostly in
the Shire of Toodyay with some extensions in Northam and Mundaring Shires.
The development of the Felicitas Bauxite Mining Project could add up to 15% of
Western Australia’s current bauxite production. Over its life the mine will inject
approximately $3 billion in operating expenditure into the WA economy.

The Bauxite Mining Community Advisory Group (BMCAG) is established and
has held three meetings to date. The BMCAG’s aim is to ensure a broad range
of views are heard and enable the community representatives to contribute to
the projects. Next month’s discussion topics will be on mining and equipment
selection.

Initially producing bauxite for export, our long term goal remains to develop an
option for alumina refining. There are NO plans to build a refinery next to the
mine. The reason is that it would be very difficult to establish the proper buffer
zones between the refinery and nearby population centres. The work to select an
appropriate site will be part of a refinery feasibility study much later.
The Felicitas project is on privately owned farmland, of which about 60-70%
is cleared. The mining rate is expected to be between 8-10 million tonnes per
year, for over 25 years using rail for bauxite haulage, crossing with conveyor over
Morangup Rd and under Toodyay Rd.
The typical bauxite profile is about 1m of topsoil and overburden with about
3.5m of bauxite below.
Approximately 120 ha will be mined per year. With about 4 years’ worth of ground
under mining and rehabilitation (480 ha) at any time:
• 1 year in preparation for mining (120 ha)
• 1 year mining (120 ha)
• 2 years in rehabilitation (240 ha)

Thank you to applicants from Morangup for sending
through your nominations to join the Bauxite Mining
Community Advisory Group (BMCAG). If you only
just got your mail or would still like to somehow be
involved please contact independent Chair Leigh via
email: leigh@hardingham.com.au or mobile:
0427 943 879.
Your contact will remain confidential. Updates
available at: www.bauxitemining.com.au
Check us out:
To get the lastest updates on our project development. Follow or like our facebook
page! www.facebook.com/BauxiteAlumina or you can visit our website.

This equates to about 10% of the total land area under mining / rehabilitation at
any time. Approximately 3,100 ha of the 6,300 ha of the properties will be mined.
Of this area 1,900 ha is completely cleared farmland or under crop, 225 ha is
cleared farmland with paddock trees and 960 ha is bush.
Mine development studies including application and assessment for
environmental approval will take about two years followed by up to a year for
construction – meaning hopefully we will be operating in 2018.

Phone: 1800 088 042/ 08 9200 6300 or Email: admin@bajv.com.au

Web: www.bajv.com.au or Facebook: Bauxite Alumina Joint Ventures
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Under starter’s orders
for Toodyay Race Club
150th celebration
Toodyay Race Club
Geoff Appleby, Secretary

They’re off and running at the 2013 Toodyay Picnic Races

THE TOODYAY Race Club, which boasts
a long and colourful history, gallops into its
150th year with a special gala picnic race
day on Sunday September 27.
The town was established at West Toodyay
in 1836 and relocated after flooding to its
present site in 1860 but it was another five

New local astronomy group on facebook
maybe learn a thing or two along the way.
I, for one, know I have a lot to learn.
For more information, visit the Wheatbelt
and Hills Astronomy Group’s facebook page.

Wheatbelt and Hills Astronomy
Group
Kim Angus
A NEW facebook social group has been
formed for people who share a passion for
astronomy to hang out under the stars with
naked eyes, binoculars and telescopes.
You don’t have to be an expert or own
all the fancy gear to be a part of the new
Wheatbelt and Hills Astronomy Group.
A moonless night on Friday August 21 will
offer a ‘Let’s See What We Can See’ chance
to get a good look at the stars.
The venue will be a Wheatbelt site within
reasonable distance from Toodyay, with
details available on the group’s facebook
page.
Don’t worry – somebody will be able to tell
you what you are looking at and a few are
even clever enough to take a good picture or
two of the stars.
It will be a great chance to camp out under
the stars, with kids welcome (as long as you
bring a leash).
A ‘We Won’t Ignore the Moon’ event is
planned for Friday September 4.
While for most astronomical events we

Volunteers needed
to save playgroup
Toodyay First Steps Montessori
Playgroup
Rebecca Turner

Full Moon, courtesy La Galleria Phorography
aim for a dark, moonless sky to better see the
stars, it would be remiss not to spend some
time with our nearest heavenly neighbour.
The moon is an absolutely amazing object
for amateur astronomers – let’s give it some
love.
If this has piqued your interest, please join
us on facebook for a chance to spend some
time marvelling at celestial wonders and

CIVIL
WE SPECIALISE IN:
• Sewer and storm water drainage
• Sand & gravel supply
• Mains water, gas and power
• Trench excavation
• Rock pitching
• Rock breaking
• Filling and levelling
• House pads
• Septic tank & leach drain Installation
& ALL SITE WORK NEEDS

PLEASE CONTACT:
JACK WOOD
Phone: 0400 263 864
Email: jack.wood@hotmail.com

THE TOODYAY First Steps Montessori
Playgroup is calling for new members and
volunteers to ensure the group’s continuation.
For the past 18 years the group has been
running in a variety of formats providing fun
and activities for local children.
The playgroup caters for children aged
six months to four years and provides a
structured morning session under Montessori
guidelines including self- directed learning
opportunities, craft, music and outside play.
The Montessori method of education
aims to develop a child’s concentration,
coordination, independence, self discipline,
creative self-expression and potential for
lifelong learning.
A paid co-ordinator was a big part of the
playgroup’s appeal to past members.
However, the position fell vacant last year
and has not been filled despite advertising.
While the committee has continued to run
the playgroup under Montessori guidelines
it has not had success in encouraging and
maintaining enough new members for its
future success.
First Step’s Montessori Playgroup president
Rebecca Turner said the group wants parents
to join the committee and needs help from
past members to see the group continue.
“It would be a huge shame to see the
Toodyay’s Montessori Playgroup close
down,” Mrs Turner said.
“It had been in operation for such a long
time before I started coming and it runs a
great program that I feel all children benefit
from.”
“There is an opportunity for a teacher or
someone with experience in early childhood
education to take on a paid position as
coordinator and help see the group continue.
“There is also a real need for more parents
to get involved on the committee and redirect
how the playgroup could become better
supported in the future.”
The playgroup is now being run by a
skeleton committee of two parents who both
feel it is time the Toodyay community was
involved to ensure the program continues.
To become involved or to arrange a
meeting to discuss enrolling your child in
Toodyay’s First Steps Montessori Playgroup
please call Rebecca Turner on 0437 056 005
or contact the committee on the First Steps
Playgroup Toodyay facebook page.

years before local settlers started a horse
racing club.
It was completely self-sufficient in the
early days and relied on horses and riders
from the town and surrounding settlements.
Horse racing had to take second place
because all the riders had to work hard to
establish their farms and businesses from
scratch.
There were, of course, no professional
jockeys or trainers in those days and no
racing industry as such.
Everyone involved in early racing days
contributed to the establishment and
maintenance of the track and the organisation
of race days.
On-course betting was a popular diversion
and – although there were no professional
bookmakers – there was ample opportunity
for spectators and riders to have a flutter.
It was many years before the business of
bookmaking became formalised and not
until well into the 20th century that horses
and riders from further afield came to race
at Toodyay.
The club’s history is not well-recorded
until after World War II, by which time it
was thriving and well organised under the
auspices of the Western Australian Turf Club
(WATC) as a very popular entertainment for
the folk of Toodyay and surrounds.
The Totalisator Board was by then well
established in WA and all races were run
with WATC stewards overseeing all aspects
of the racing.
Club members provided key race-day
officials, including time-keeper, clerk of the
scales and the bell and flag steward.
The latter’s role was to hoist various
coloured flags in the weighing-in enclosure,
with a red flag to indicate correct weight,
green for a protest, yellow to denote a
dismissed protest and white to authorise the
totalisator clerk to pay out on wagers.
If you had bet on the winner of a race and
the blue flag was raised after the green, it
meant that the protest was upheld and that
you had lost out.
It would have been a sad day if you had
staked your sheep station on the outcome of
that particular race.
Many familiar names appear in the race
books of the 1940s and 1950s.
The club patron was Sir Ernest Lee Steere,
a prominent name in the annals of club
history and later Lord Mayor of Perth.
The Ferguson family also features
frequently with various offices held from
distant days until the present.
Other notable family names include
Broderick, Groves, Heath and Langford.
Toodyay was a very close-knit community
in those days, and race days were an
important part of the annual social calendar.
The club thrived until the late 1980s when
the WA Turf Club closed several country race
tracks, including Toodyay.
The last event of that era was the September
1990 Toodyay Cup, after which the club was
mothballed.
Local former State MP Max Trenorden
said the track was closed because the WATC
wanted to take stake money from Toodyay
and other country clubs to boost purses at
metropolitan courses.
This may or may not have been true, but
reasons for closures were not that simple.
The WATC – now Racing and Wagering
WA – later acknowledged the value of
country courses and now runs a program
dedicated to their survival.
The Toodyay Race Club, with its volunteer
committee and assistance from the Northam
Race Club, now runs the annual Toodyay
Cup and Picnic Race Day.
The standard continues to improve since
the course’s re-establishment in 1997.
Toodyay’s December 2009 bushfire badly
damaged the course and infrastructure but the
Northam Race Club kindly allowed the 2010
Toodyay Cup Day to be run at Northam.
A concerted effort by the committee and
help from the Shire of Toodyay brought the
annual Picnic Race Day back home in 2011.
This year, the club celebrates 150 years and
now operates as a stand-alone club with its
own licence from Racing and Wagering WA.
This is the start of a new chapter in the
club’s colourful story, and it is hoped that
the community will make 2015 a year to
remember for the Toodyay Race Club.
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Aspire to more, you deserve it.

Bed 3

Bed 4

2.72 x 3.68

2.72 x 3.68

ROBE

D
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I
LIM DS
Y
L
N
ICT ER E UST
R
ST OFFT AUG
S
31

ROBE

Alfresco

WC

Ceiling @ 25c
Paved @ -1c
3.50 x 4.00

TILED

LINEN

Study/Activity

THE ASPIRE 222m2

$186,990

*

2.66 x 2.64

Bath
TILED

Shr

2

2

Complete with a
long list of inclusions.
View them all at
redinkhomes.com.au

The Smart Pack.

Living
5.07 x 3.97

Bed 2

4

$

28,000 value only $14,990

ROBE

3.87 x 2.71

INCLUDES:
Theatre

reverse cycle
air-conditioning
450 x 450 floor tiling & carpets
Dishwasher
Mirrored robe sliders to minor
bedrooms
Soft closed toilet suites

Dining

4.37 x 3.71

4.57 x 3.65

Kitchen
Laundry
TILED
WM

R/Hood
Gas HP
UBO

LINEN

Fr Rec

WC
TILED

We’ll get you more

Shr

Double Garage

Visit letsfinance.com.au

Ensuite

Grano -1c
Ceiling @ 25c
6.09 x 6.09

WIR

TILED

Start with Redink

Entry
Master Suite
3.83 x 3.87

Remote Control Sectional Door

Porch

Square Bulkhead @ 25c

Boundary Wall @ 26c w-/ Squareline Gutter

Pty

At Redink, we encourage you to pull out the red pen and
take control. Make changes in red ink and show us what
you want. Add a bathroom, increase bedroom sizes, or up
the level of finish – it’s your choice. To change the way you live,
visit a display home or call for an obligation-free chat today.

Paved @ -1c
Ceiling @ 25c

MANAGING DIRECTOR

9 service awards
in 8 years...
always striving
to do better

Sales call 6336 9118 or email sales@redinkhomes.com.au
Office enquires 9208 1111 8am-5pm Monday-Friday Display Centre: 16 Frobisher Street, Osborne Park WA 6017

For display locations visit redinkhomes.com.au
* Conditions Apply. Elevation for illustration purposes only. Price applicable to Toodyay only. Please ask your sales representative for prices in surrounding areas.
Financial Services provided by SPG Finance Pty Ltd trading as Lets Finance Australian Credit Licence Number 390261. BRN 12049

H
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M

E

S

your home, your choice
AdCapital5305TH

AdCapital5179MM

Display Homes open Sat & Sun 1-5pm, Mon & Wed 2-5pm
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This year’s fund-raising focus is Motor Neurone Disease

Country Women’s Association
LAST MONTH the Toodyay CWA held
its monthly meeting a week early because
it coincided with the State Conference in
Dunsborough.
President Maxine Walker and Secretary
Vivien Street represented us as delegates and
five others went as observers.
Two decisions arrived at with little debate
were the country of study for the next 12
months, Croatia, and the nomination of a
major charity.
For the year, all WA CWA branches will be
working to raise money for Motor Neurone
Disease (MND).
Last year the state-wide drive raised
$75,000 for the Royal Flying Doctor Service
and we feel sure we can do the same for
MND.
You will remember that earlier this year
Kath Mazella came to Toodyay to speak on
gynaecological cancers.
The Toodyay branch felt these little
understood forms of cancer needed far more
financial support and moved a motion that
CWA of WA approach State and Federal
Governments to annually fund the Cancer
Council of WA and the National Cancer
Council of Australia.
The funds will contribute to educating
women to recognise signs and symptoms,
and for early diagnosis testing of all
gynaecological cancers.
We were thrilled that the motion was
carried 124 votes to two.
The week was declared ‘great fun’ by
all and we look forward to next year’s
conference in Fremantle.
Thanks to Toodyay generosity Treasurer
Jenny Clarke reported that June’s White
Elephant Stall raised$450.
It was decided the money should stay in
Toodyay and $450 has been forward to the
local St John Ambulance.
In late June seven of us drove to
Konnongorring for their International Day
to hear a local lass’s talk and slide show on
two months Nepal building school rooms in
Nepal.
She and her companions obviously did
a good job as the new school was the
only building left standing after the recent
earthquake.

The Fashion Parade with the local Op.Shop
will now be held in the CWA Hall from 1pm
to 3pm on Saturday September 5.
The entry fee of $5 includes a door prize
and afternoon tea and there will be raffles
thought the afternoon.
Come and enjoy afternoon tea and marvel
at the flair and creativity of the ladies from
the Op.Shop who recognise and realise the
huge potential of very ordinary items.

We look forward this month to attending
Kelleberrin branch’s 85th anniversary.
We meet at 1.30pm on the fourth Thursday
of the month in theCWA Hall next to the
Garden Centre in Stirling Terrace.
There is plenty of parking in Charcoal Lane
and disabled access from Charcoal Lane
down the side of the hall.
Hall bookings are being taken by Glenys
Clabaugh on 9574 5110 or 0427 478 325..

Chuffed with Cheeky Bus T-shirts
Toodyay Community Bus
Di Roberts

Viv dressed as a Tibetan herder with her yak
at Koonongorring International Day
State President Sarah Kenny reminisced
about her trip to Lhasa 25 years ago.
Early last month five of us joined
Caversham and other city branch members
who travelled to Toodyay by train for a
Christmas-in-July lunch at the Victoria Hotel
and a visit to Christmas 360.

WELCOME to this month’s Toodyay
Community Bus column.
One of the most outstanding parts of being
involved with a not-for-profit organisation,
is that you never ever know what will occur
from day to day.
Well, our committee was pretty chuffed
when we received T-Shirts printed to
promote our Cheeky Bus.
Our sincere thanks must go to Mark of
Quest Weaponry for the grand printing
and supply of these T-Shirts for committee
members.
Proud? You betcha we are, to be able to
show the Town of Toodyay that we are really
real.
When you, our community, walk down the
street and see us in our T-Shirt please come
up and talk to us.
We need your input on how to keep the
bus going for us all and to share what we are
achieving for our town.
There are several events on the board at
present.

The Toodyay Agricultural Show and
Toodyay Picnic Races will be in October and
we hope that our Cheeky Bus will be part of
all these events.
There are further thoughts about how to
use the Bus in the coming months and we
will let you know.
Also, Seniors Week occurs in November
and we are trying hard to get a grant to
take our beautiful seniors on some new and
exciting adventures.
Watch the next column for this information.
In the meantime, if you or anyone you
know has a special event and occasion to use
the Bus, please do not hesitate to contact the
Toodyay Visitors Centre or just phone me on
9574 2498 for a chat and to find out what we
can do to make your occasion special.
The rain is upon us and the days can be
chilly but in our hearts there is warmth
– because we live in a town of love and
friendship.
Please look out for a survey which will be
conducted in the near future to find out if you
as a community want to retain and maintain
the Community Bus.

Riding that red postie bike in the long yard
Obituary
Jimmy Page 3/4/1935 - 28/7/2015
James W. Page, known affectionately to his
school mates as Jarrah Weatherboard Page,
was a familiar figure in Toodyay and was
often to be seen riding his red postie bike
around town.

Jim grew up at his beloved Bryah Station
90km north east of Meekatharra at the end
of the seven-year drought.
He did all his junior schooling at the station
via correspondence and in 1945 at the age
of 10 was sent to Christ Church Grammar
School in Perth.
In 1953 Jim and his parents, Marge and
Bill, moved to Toodyay and purchased
Dumbarton Farm.
Jim always said, when they first came
down from the station he hated the confines
of a ‘small’ farm, it being only about 1200
acres – about a quarter of the size of the horse
paddock at the station.
He also used to talk about suffering the
tortures of the dammed by having to harvest
with an old AL ground-driven harvester
towed behind a Fordson Major tractor.
The heat and the itch from dust was
overwhelming for a boy used to open spaces
and the smell of the bush.
For a family so used to being long distances
from anywhere, they prepared well for their
first trip into Northam.

Water bag on the front

THEY PUT the water bag on the front of the
car, filled the tucker box and loaded extra
fuel and were probably very surprised when
they did the journey so quickly – well, it was
only 15 miles.
Jim met Trish when her Aunt Jean Moulin
asked if he was going to Perth one weekend
because her niece needed a lift back to the
nursing quarters.
Jim initially declined as he had sheep to
move but soon decided that he really did need
to go to Perth after all and that was that.
In 1965 Jim and Trish married in Brisbane
where Trish’s family were.
Jim and his mother drove over for the
wedding but his Dad didn’t go because it
was his turn to look after the sheep.
What a successful marriage it was, only

Jimmy Page – ‘never got that mulga and red
dust out of his blood’
a few days short of a wonderful 50-year
anniversary.
Their son Anthony was born in 1966 and
Jenny in 1968 and the family became an
integral part of the Toodyay community.
Jim served as a councillor with the Toodyay
Shire for 15 years and was an active member
of the Masonic Lodge for 40 years.
Even though their farm doubled in size
with the purchase of Drumree in the 1970s,
Jim never got that mulga and red dirt out of
his blood.
He often revisited the north and always
took an interest in what was happening with
the seasons, – if the rivers were running, if
windmills had fallen over, if boundary fences
were still standing and if the yella dogs had
eaten all the sheep.

Harvester dickie seat

ANYONE who knew Jim well, knew he
was always extremely inquisitive about
everything and fascinated with what made
things tick.
To see the disbelief on his face when he sat
in the dickie seat of a modern harvester was
joy.
“How does it take so much material so fast?
How does it go in a straight line without you
steering? How does it unload eight tonnes so
quickly?”And, you don’t even have to stop
and bag it off.”
Thanks for all the great memories Jim, the
many fun times and the laughs you gave us
all.
Ride your red postie bike in the long yard
and check the fences old mate – gone but
never ever forgotten, RIP Jimmy Page.
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Gastronomic treats at Toodyay International Food Festival

Keeping You Warm This Winter
We supply, install and service an extensive range of wood heaters, stoves, outdoor firepits and accessories
Come in and see us, your local wood heating specialists

wwww.cdaair.com

4 Henrietta St, York & 244 Fitzgerald St, Northam

9641 2144 & 9622 5044
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Dogs that roam may never come home

Ieva Tomsons

THIS IS the season for domestic dog attacks
on local livestock.
April to August is lambing and calving time
in urban fringe areas similar to Toodyay.
Increased stock numbers, cooler weather
and the onset of rain all contribute to
increased dog attacks. Statistics reveal that
most occur between 6am and 8am – a busy
time for many locals.
It is also the time that many dog owners
release their pets for a morning ‘run’.
Most owners are responsible people who
love their pets but remain in denial that their
‘friendly’ animal could cause a great deal of
emotional and financial damage.
Many are also totally unaware that farmers
can legally capture or shoot (but not bait)
dogs that harass or kill livestock. Dog owners
can also be fined up to $10,000 and pay
compensation for dead or injured livestock.
Don and Judy Robertson have farmed
sheep in Gidgegannup for 50 years.
They have seen many dog attacks (69 in
one hit on heavily pregnant ewes) and have
also shot their fair share of dogs.
As a dog trainer, Don says dogs are
‘trained’ only when they are supervised.
A dog’s behaviour on its own property with
familiar livestock is no guarantee it won’t
chase, attack or kill elsewhere.
Don’s colleague, animal behaviourist
Dr Garth Jennens, wrote a 2002 PhD on
domestic dog attacks in Perth’s urban fringe.
“Domestication has not altered speciesspecific behaviours of dogs and sheep (dogs
chase, sheep run) – it’s essentially unchanged
in thousands of years,” he wrote.
Keeping a predator near potential prey
can result in attacks on sheep, goats, cattle,
horses and alpacas.
Dr Jennens says the ‘friendly’ domestic
dog is the principal offender in urban fringe
areas.
Once a dog has started to chase, maul and
kill, it will do so whenever an opportunity
presents.
His 11-year study revealed that “the killers
live close by and are primarily family pets
of all ages and gender.
“They are friendly when examined on the
home property but wary when at another
place.
“They are usually a male and female from

the same household as this is a common
combination of dogs kept.”
Dr Jennens also found that unsterilised
males under the age of two that were
unfamiliar with livestock and had been on a
property only a short time were responsible
for a high percentage of attacks.
The top seven on Dr Jennens’ list of 14
breeds primarily responsible for attacks
are the Australian cattle dog (blue and red
heelers), german shepherd, kelpie, poodle,
retriever, jack russell and labrador.
Since the list was compiled in 2002, many
breeds have waxed and waned in popularity
but the fact remains that any dog – big or
small – can harass, maul or kill livestock.
Many readers will be astounded that a
dachshund was responsible for ripping out
the stomachs of the pregnant ewes on the
Robertson’s property – while a kelpie herded
the sheep together, the dachshund did the
damage.
The Robertson’s experience is that “even
small dogs can cause the mis-mothering of
lambs” and that dog bites can cause blood
poisoning that kills sheep.

Killer dog signs

IN 37 PER CENT of cases there is no sign
of an attack.
Dogs may return home in an exhausted
state after attacking livestock.
Their coats may be sandy and wet because
dogs often want to cool off in a dam, creek
or trough on their way home.
Although much of the blood from the
attack can wash off in the cooling process,
owners can examine the muzzle, forehead,
chest and other parts that are hard to lick
clean.
Other lesser indications of attack are
carcass pieces that the dog has brought home
and the presence of wool, hair or fibres in a
dog’s teeth.

Safety tips

OWNERS should never allow their pets to
‘play’ with livestock because this can teach
hunting skills for future attacks.
All properties should be securely fenced.
When releasing restrained dogs for
exercise, owners should be present and
watchful that their animal does not stray.
It is the responsibility of livestock owners
to keep their animals fenced in and for dog

Special quilt in Margaret’s memory

The Crooked Needle
Heather Wright

THIS MONTH our focus has been on
making a quilt for one of our members who
was moving into a nursing home due to her
failing health.
She had requested a blue quilt so, with
much excitement, many ladies gathered
special pieces of blue fabric.
A lovely pattern was decided upon and the
cutting, sewing, ironing and piecing together
began.
Sadly, however, our dear friend Margaret
passed away before we finished our
masterpiece.
We have continued on with completing
the quilt and will present it to Margaret’s
husband Joe in her memory.
Many of our ladies travelled to Perth to say
farewell to Margaret and she is missed by us
all. Margaret. She was a passionate crafter
whose many ideas we are still to complete.
While the sewers were busy completing
the quilt, under the guidance of our quilter
extraordinaire Annette, the knitters were
knitting.
The crochet ladies are making some
beautiful baby outfits and one talented

lady is even latch-hooking a mat. We have
celebrated many birthdays this month and
our speciality chef Annette – again – has
made some beautiful cakes.
One lady even made her own cake for her
birthday. It was a ‘double’ celebration with
two pieces for everyone that day.
Many of us are making various crafty items
to sell at the local markets.
We enjoy contributing to these events to
help make them a success plus, it gives us
an outlet to show off our group’s talents.
Of course the show is not far off so some
of the group are preparing for that event. Our
motto is “Have a Go, it’s your show”
Many Grans, Nanas and Grandmas are a
little tired as it has just been school holidays.
I love that so many have the pleasure of
enjoying their grand children over this period
of time.
One little one even came to craft for a
whole morning and started sewing a little
hessian mat – not bad for a five year old.
I wonder how many women remember
doing that at primary school?
So, if you would like a morning of fun and
friendship, meet us at the Scout Hall at the
Showgrounds 9.30am to noon every Friday.
You will be made most welcome.

It’s all go behind the scenes
Mortlock Horse and Pony Club.
Nyree Anderson
IT’S ALL been go-go-go behind the scenes
of the Mortlock Horse and Pony Club. On
July 12 a few committee members and
parents made their way to the grounds to
start on the footings for an ablution block.
No longer will we have to trek 300 metres
down the road for a pitstop. On top of this
exciting new addition we also have uniforms
being made which we are all looking forward
to wearing and showing off at clinics and
rallies.
A big thank you goes out to those dedicated
members of the club for making all this
possible.
July 26 – The Mortlock Horse and Pony

Club held a fun rally as July hasn’t got an
official event due to the Pony Club festival
in Brigadoon. July 25 and 26 was the Pony
Club Festival in Brigadoon. This exciting
PC event only takes place every two years.
It was a fun festival.
Club Members of all ages came and
experienced the different ways to be involved
and competed in equestrian activities at
lower levels in an encouraging and open
environment. The event was held at the State
Equestrian Centre in Brigadoon with classes,
games and activities held throughout the
weekend.
August 16 – August Rally. If you would
like to join this wonderfully run amazing
little community of riders, please contact
Tanzi Carpenter on 0400 793 219.

owners to do the same – good fences make
for good neighbours.
Livestock and dog owners should warn
neighbours of any sightings of wandering
dogs.
Keeping lines of communication open can
avoid trouble for all concerned.
If an unknown dog is spotted on a property,
the person can quietly – at a distance – track
the dog back to its home and inform the

owner that it has strayed.
THIS ARTICLE focuses on stock losses but
dog owners should also realise that their
pets can pose a serious threat to people. A
month ago my neighbour was bailed up on
her property by a domestic blue heeler. It
had just killed a sheep and she had to run
to escape. It has taken her a month to feel
confident about going out again.
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Vet nurse Melinda shines as Toodyay’s Rural Ambassador
Rural Ambassador Award 2015
Alison Wroth, Rural Ambassador
Coordinator
LAST MONTH Northam was the host town
for our Central Group Section of the RAS
Rural Ambassador Award held in the Link
Theatre.
Each year the Royal Agricultural Society
runs this national competition to find the
next generation of rural leaders who have
the desire to represent and promote their
community, their region and their state.
Last year’s state winner, Callum Wesley
said that receiving the award had been one
of his greatest life experiences to date
It had provided him with a skill set of
personal and public relations, networking
and a good working knowledge of his rural
community.
Toodyay’s entrant this year representing
the Toodyay Agricultural Society and her
community was Melinda Lucas (21); who

is currently working as a vet nurse at the
Heartlands Vet Clinic.
Melinda was one of three entrants. The
other entrants were Erryn Lamb representing
Northam and Denis Warnick from York who
was the eventual Central Group winner.
Melinda has always been very passionate
about promoting her community and country
sports, especially cricket (gained from
her Dad’s love of the game I think). Her
promotion of youth involvement is well
known throughout Toodyay.
Although Melinda didn’t win the title,
she found that the whole process gave her a
chance to showcase her individual qualities
and was an excellent learning and personal
development experience for her.
Well done Melinda, we are all extremely
proud of you for your efforts and time you
took to prepare yourself for the competition.
Melinda, as our local Rural Ambassador,
will be at the Toodyay Show on October 10
helping out wherever she can on the day.

Hoons and horn-blowers
rev up for annual rally
Bejoording Community Group News
From the desk of the Badger
ALTHOUGH Bejoording’s obsession with
footy remains undimmed, it took a back seat
last month.
At our annual Hoons and Horn-blowers
Car Rally, wits and imaginations were tested
as cars followed tricky clues and tasks (with
clever cheating) over a circuit that finished
with a barbecue at our shed.
Thanks to Kim Leonhardt for organising
this event.
On the last weekend in July, a collection
of 4WD vehicles headed for the Goldfields
for three days of fun and camping.
Listening to some of the preparations
being made, I suspect there was a degree of
‘glamping’ too.
Thanks to Fiona Glossop who put this
weekend together.
Both days were well supported and great
fun, and demonstrate the reason why our
little community group has flourished
continuously for almost 20 years now.

It’s been good to see some new faces up
at the shed, some old ones who have moved
away coming back for a visit, and excellent
attendance from all the regular members.
The tasty snack foods provided by members
every week and the roaring open pit fire
probably have a lot to do with this, but it’s the
excellent sense of community and fellowship
that really hits the spot.
Your monthly reminder: we meet every
Wednesday evening (except in January) at
the Bejoording Community Centre which
shares premises with the local Volunteer
Bush Fire Brigade in Bejoording Road.
Come along from 6pm and leave when it
suits you.
It’s strictly ‘come as you are’ casual, kids
are welcome and there are fun events every
month.
If you aren’t yet a member, we’d love to
get to know you.
For more information contact President
Barry Grey on 9574 2149, or call The Badger
on 0414 250 484.
Hope to see you soon.

Exotic palms and fairy lights
for Christmas in July magic
Morangup Progress Association
Sandra Harms
THE MORANGUP Progress Association has
out-done itself again this year.
The local hall looked magnificent with
balloon-decked tables set out in a star shape,
making inter table conversation friendly and
easy.
A central island of exotic palms and
greenery sparkled with fairy lights and gave
the hall a magical atmosphere.
We thank long-time association members
Hank van Oyen and Flo Danielle for this
display.

Everyone, including guests and Toodyay
Shire Councillors Rosemary Madasci and
Paula Greenaway and their partners, enjoyed
the fantastic food.
The three-course dinner of soups, roasts
and pudding, all for the entry fee of $5, was
the most affordable feed ever.
Residents, you must put this annual event
on the calendar for next year.
The highlight for the children was the
‘pinata’ – giving that balloon a good whack
is worthwhile when ‘a cup full of sweets’ is
the prize.
Thanks to the association for a very
enjoyable evening.

Melinda will be Rural Ambassador at this year’s Toodyay Agricultural Show on October 10

An evening with Banjo Patterson at Sophia’s
Toodyay Probus
WHAT AN evening it was and a total delight
to be entertained by local poet Meg Wayne.
Meg’s poems are mostly Toodyay-based
and written about local events during the 22
years she and Peter have lived in Toodyay.
‘The Winter it Forgot to Rain’, ‘House for
Sale’, ‘Through the Window’ and ‘Windows
of the Soul’ are some of the poems.
All in attendance were able to relate to
many of the poems’ sentiments.
We thank Meg for the enjoyment and
laughter from sharing her poetry with us.
The next Probus meeting on Tuesday
August 11 is a dinner at Sophia’s Restaurant
on the theme ‘An Evening with Banjo
Patterson’ – to book call Jan on 9574 5315.
Probus is an association for active retirees
who join together to expand their interests

We’re all about
service. Are you?
Customer Service Officer

and to enjoy the fellowship of new friends.
Come join our happy band s by calling Peter on
9574 4778 or John on 9574 2339.

Toodyay & Districts

Bank

people

An opportunity to help people in a
positive environment. Full time position located in Toodyay, WA
Bendigo Bank branches are all about people working together to build stronger
communities. To be successful as a Customer Service Officer you’ll be committed
to putting customers’ needs first, you’ll be a great communicator with customer
service, computer experience and ideally cash handling - and you’ll enjoy being
part of the local community.
You’ll be the face of Toodyay Community Bank® Branch and the Northam Agency
and will be given the support you need to do what you do best - listening to
customers and helping them achieve their financial goals.
In return you’ll become a key part of a diverse team in a rewarding work environment
where you will have the opportunity to learn and advance your career.
So if you think you’ve got what it takes to be part of the Bendigo team, contact
Don Bates (Branch Manager) 95744077, email don.bates@bendigoadelaide.com.au
or stop into the branch at 108 Stirling Terrace for further information.

Busting the ‘pinata’ balloon at Christmas in July at the Morangup Hall. Photo Peter Harms

Closing date 25 August 2015.
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Brides for Toodyay revisited in Big wheels for 20th anniversary bash
every third Sunday we have been adversely
Miniature Railway
Emigration Depot presentation Toodyay
affected by rain – on market day.
Graham Mills, President
Toodyay Historical Society
Robyn Taylor, President

AT OUR July meeting Jenny Edgecombe
spoke about Irish female migrant Catherine
Sheehey (Sheahy).
Her name was listed in the Toodyay
Resident Magistrate’s list of women and
families who stayed at the Emigration Depot
in Old Toodyay (1853-1854).
Jenny’s research indicated Catherine was
engaged by James Drummond (Jnr) but
apparently she never worked there.
Drummond was notable for assisting
migrant families by providing land and
cottages to help them get established as new
settlers.
Jenny’s talk covered the reasons for
bringing potential brides to Toodyay as
well as pin-pointing the exact location of
the Emigration Depot and speculated on the
appearance of the migrants’straw huts.
In late June we met members of the
Northam and Districts Historical Society and
enjoyed a walking tour led by Jeff Pollard
and Belle Moore.
Apart from the fine civic buildings, we
were thrilled to see some of Northam’s old
majestic homes with their spacious gardens
that are off the beaten track.
Eileen Pollard, custodian of St. James
Anglican Church (1911), West Northam, was
also an excellent guide.
A sunny finish at Northam Cemetery
featured stories about the Leeders, Dawsons,
Cooks, Stewarts and Dr. Alfred Green.
Many thanks to all who participated in
our annual raffle outside Toodyay IGA – all
prizes were distributed and we sold some
books as well.
The society also hosted a Toodyay Inclusive
Community Program session at the gaol.
Program Coordinator Kristee Jolly
reported on facebook: “There were 69
smiling faces that left the gaol last Friday, so
congratulations to Beth, Linda, Milton, Faye,
Bob and Jenny of the THS, Margie and Taia
from the Shire of Toodyay’s Museum and
Heritage section and Sal and Roz for your
contributions”.
The younger kids loved playing with
knucklebones and elastics, rubbing rags

on the washboard, wringing them through
the mangle, getting out of gaol to peg them
on the line, mixing dampers, churning
butter churn, patting butter, savouring real
honeycomb and chucking horseshoes.
The Goomalling excursion will now be on
Sunday August 9.
We will visit the Goomalling Historical
Society’s Schoolhouse Museum in Throssell
St. for lunch, and have afternoon tea at the
Slater Homestead.
We depart from the Toodyay Visitor Centre
at 11.15am. Bring your lunch – all welcome.
Due to unforeseen circumstances, there
will not be an August 30 excusrion but
September has plenty of alternatives.
On September 12, our member Milton
will take on the persona of former convict
Thomas Shaw as part of Newcastle Gaol’s
150th anniversary celebrations.
‘Thomas’ will be locked up for 24 hours
and we need to establish a roster of wardens.
Members are asked to volunteer some
time because we need two each hour. Please
contact Beth to register.
Check our latest soiciety update for a
special September sundowner.
Our next general meeting is 7pm on
Wednesday August 19 in Donegan’s Cottage
at the showgrounds.
For more information contact: Secretary,
Desrae Clarke: desraec@westnet.com.au;
President, Robyn Taylor, ph: 9574 2578,
rdtaylor@iinet.net.au, or member Beth
Frayne 9574 5971.
Donegan’s Cottage is open every Thursday,
from 1-3pm. PO Box 32, Toodyay WA 6566.

AT OUR AGM it seemed the general
members were more comfortable sitting in
their seats than the ones the office bearers
want them to sit in, so the hierarchy for the
next year remains the same.
However, we office bearers will have
the last laugh as next June is the Toodyay
Miniature Railway’s 20th Anniversary and
we get to be the big wheels then.
Speaking of ‘big wheels’ we do have one
very successful member in our ranks – Steve
King.
Steve was selected by rail company
WATCO to be flown to Melbourne with
the works, for free. Why? He was sent to
undergo tuition on driving steam – the really
big ones.
Steve was tested on his ability to drive
these big puffing billies when they’re fired
by coal and oil.
He thoroughly enjoyed his four days of fun
and passed all tests with flying colours.
We believe WATCO intend promotional
footage and our Steve will be the man. So
don’t forget to give your little Toodyay mates
a plug Steve.
Our hard working president, Graham Mills,
presented his annual report reproduced
below.
Another successful year – in fact we have
got used to running day returns that used to
be the exception.
This brings me to an ominous threat – the
Toodyay Market.
You will see from records that recently

Not enough to close us down but it does
affect picnickers in Duidgee Park. Be warned
Market People – the worm may turn.
Stan has been busy this year and installed
more locomotive bays and stands in the loco
shed. As fast as he builds them they fill up.
As busy as Stan has been he is not as
diligent as Vern. Not only has he built a new
loco, Vern still takes it upon himself to do
continuous track maintenance and work in
our section of Duidgee Park.
At his prodding we have had the treelopping contractor come to reduce the risk
of falling limbs maiming him or frightening
passengers.
June is the cement that binds our club
and ever has been. Thank you for your
constant endeavours. Pat, you have not been
unnoticed for your continuing support and
work in and around our station.
Steve has taken on greater responsibility as
a club engineer this year. We have challenged
him and he has delivered. Phillip our money
man does not know the word ‘profligate’.
Under Phillip’s stewardship we continue to
prosper.
Our club’s running schedule goes from
strength to strength. Wednesdays during
school holidays are working well and are
now nearly as popular as the normal Sunday
runs.
At last month’s family memorial birthday
run, people of all ages enjoyed themselves.
It was a great success and one senior lady
rode the train for the whole hour – and it
wasn’t because she could not get off.

From black and white essentials to passion for fibre
Toodyay Spinners
Ange Sturman and Jenny Cornwall
THIS MONTH I asked Jenny Cornwall how
she got into spinning.
She is a member of Toodyay Spinners and
owns Paca Molino, a business in which she,
among other things, cards wool for other
people. This is her story:
For most of my professional life I was

dealing with the relative black and white
essentials necessary to practice effectively
in the health arena.
My only creative outlet involved dallying
in art, loving the use of colour and texture
that acrylic and water colour offer.
Then I decided to delve into the unknown
of being a ‘tree changer’ in Toodyay some
10 years ago.
Since travelling with work all over Oz I had
developed a love of the bush and the freedom
it offers away from the rush and bustle of
city life which was so very different to my
upbringing back in Wales.
It began with the prchase of my beautiful
property in Julimar and then along came my
two female alpacas, Regal Rose and Ruby.
Unknowingly, my journey and passion for
fibre had started.
Felting was my first medium of choice
and is still my principal passion, probably
because I was a very slow learner when it
came to the art of hand spinning.
I now happily spend time with both,
courtesy of some very patient and talented
fellow spinners.
Since purchasing my choice of mini mill
equipment in 2008, hand-spinning now plays
an important role in testing and exploring the
blending of many natural fibres suitable for
both hand-felters and spinners.
I love dyeing the natural fibres, especially
silk which I often combine on the carder with
the natural colours of fibre such as alpaca,
merino and angora.
Nothing ventured, nothing gained is my

Jenny Cornwall with one of her alpacas

motto as I just love to think outside the
square where creativity is concerned.
It can be both inspirational and exciting.
Mistakes are definitely okay as it often
results in unexpected and exciting outcomes.
Being part of Toodyay Spinners was a great
decision as it has provided the opportunity
to make great friends with people of all ages
and backgrounds who have similar passions
and who are so very generous in their advice
and who provide inspiration.
It is a fabulous network to get involved
with and the camaraderie has extended now
to all parts of the state, as seen at our Toodyay
Spin-In and the Fibre Festival.
Alice’s Story
WE HAVE many interesting members in our
spinning group.
Alice, who started spinning in 1984, is
one of our life members which means she
has been part of the group for more than 25
years.
I asked Alice how she came to join the
group and she told me that she first saw
spinning, using a drop spindle, at the
Toodyay Agricultural Show in 1983.
It intrigued her and having met the spinners
at the show she decided to join.
Her husband gave her a spinning wheel for
Christmas – an Ashford Traditional – and
she was soon spinning an array of yarns
which she used to create gloves, beanies and
blankets.
Alice has tried different spinning wheels
and is now using an Ashford Joy, which is
more compact than the traditional.
It is interesting that in the Middle Ages
knitting was a secret skill jealously guarded
by the men of the knitters’ guild.
It was the need for long stockings for
fashionable wealthy men that led to the
creation of those guilds. There was a long
apprenticeship before a man could become
a master knitter.
However, the ancient Egyptians seem also
to have known how to knit and there are
artworks from the Middle Ages, or earlier,
indicating that the art of knitting was not
quite as secret as the guilds would have liked
it to be.
Our AGM will be at 10am on Wednesday
August 19 at Parkers’ Cottage.
Our spinning group meets every Wednesday
from 9am to noon, and every third Saturday
of the month (also from 9 am to noon) at
Parkers’ Cottage in the showgrounds.
The felting group meeting time is now on
the second Monday of each month from noon
to 3pm also at Parkers’Cottage. Contact,
Jenny Cornwall, 9574 5978.
For further information on our group please
contact secretary Ange Sturman on 9574
2507 or president Gretta Sauta, on 9574
2868. New members are most welcome – no
experience necessary.
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Busy little shavers aim for $1000 prize
Avon Woodturners
SOME OF our members have been busy little
shavers with regard to preparing items for
the monthly workshop competitions hosted
by member groups of the Woodturners
Association.
At the most recent workshops, David
Doye and Dennis Lang each prepared a vase
with three or four turned flowers for June’s
Gosnells workshop and a deep-hollowed
form with a lid for last month’s workshop
at Swan.
These entries gain our group valuable
points in the Group Challenge which will
be worth $1000 to the group with most
competition points at the end of the year.
Convenor, David Doye and secretary,
Andrea McCandlish also travelled to
Melville in June for this year’s Convenors
Meeting.
Andrea, who is also the Woodturners

Association President, chaired the meeting
which covered matters such as constitutional
changes, membership issues, promotional
activities, safety and competency issues and
much more.
Work is well underway on our Toodyay
Show raffle prize, with several members
contributing to the project. The raffle is one
of our main fundraisers each year so we try
to make something a bit different for it.
Members have also been busy making
small bowls for the Christmas Bowl project.
Our recent wood raffle raised more than
$500 and we thank all those who bought
tickets. Congratulations to the winner in
West Toodyay.
The coming months look like being
quite busy as we plan to attend events at
Wyalkatchem this month and in September,
the Koorda Show followed by an appearance
at Toodyay’s Old Gaol Museum.
Some members will also attend this

Cheeky ‘Knight In Rusty Armour’
Toodyay Music Club
Jenny Edgecombe
IF YOU LIKE the idea of people singing
and playing all sorts of music in a small,
friendly venue, do come along to one of our
club afternoons.
No, we’re not professionals, but you’ll be
pleasantly surprised by the quality of the
performances.
Bring your guitar or your songbook and
join in, or just come to listen. To give you
an idea of our scope, here are just some of
the offerings from last month’s meeting.
We started with a cheerful singalong
session and then Leila kicked off the
individual items with a delightful waltz on
the violin.
Peter and Moya had us chuckling with the
cheeky ‘Knight in Rusty Armour’ with a
ukulele accompaniment.
A melodious unaccompanied version of
‘Portrait of My Love’ by Brian was popular
and everyone joined in the rousing choruses
for Jeanette’s heartfelt rendition of ‘Working
Man’.

A haunting Chinese tune played on a low
tin whistle by Karen was a delight as always.
Following our very chatty afternoon tea
break, K2 (Peter and Moya) entertained us
mightily with the joyous Seekers’ classic,
‘Come the Day’.
Spencer sang the lovely ‘Broken Wings’,
accompanied by his guitar and Leila’s double
bass.
The audience is also supportive of people
not quite so good, but trying to improve, as
I can attest with my slightly unpredictable
guitar accompaniments.
Songs made famous by Kristy Moore,
Travelling Wilburys and Makem and Clancy
were among Joe and Jenny’s offerings this
month.
We rounded off a great afternoon with the
catchy farewell song, ‘Tak a Dram’ and sent
everyone home humming.
The next meeting is on Saturday August 8
from 1 to 4pm at the CWA Hall.
Any style of singing or instrumental
performance is welcome so long as it is
acoustic. For further information call Joe on
0400862694 or Jenny 0417910050.

All fingers point to bad witches
Toodyay Theatre Group - Lights,
Camera, Action
THE TOODYAY Theatre Group is proud
to announce that rehearsals for our up and
coming production Holka Polka are well and
truly underway and it is going to be a show
not to be missed.
A crime has been committed in fairyland
and we need your help to find out whodunit.
Was it the witches? The fairies? The
wolf? Or, perhaps Cinderella and her ugly
stepsisters? Then again, it could have been
Pinnocchio or even Humpty Dumpty?
All evidence points to the bad witches so
it is up to them to find the culprit and prove
their innocence.

ON A RAINY and wet Wednesday night the
singers and some partners took a bus trip to
the Chidlow Tavern for a weekly jam session.
We had been invited to attend and perform
two numbers and it was a fantastic night with
guitars, drums, saxophones, keyboard and
singers stepping up to deliver their vocal
contributions.
It’s a night we intend to pencil-in as a
regular event on our calendar.
Once again we received a very warm
welcome in Northam when we joined the

over-60s group for some carolling at their
Christmas in July luncheon.
A huge thank you to the Toodyay Branch of
the RSL for their certificate of appreciation
for our contribution to this year’s Anzac
service.
It is a wonderful honour to be invited to
participate in these community events.
We are still looking for new people who
love to sing, play the piano, have a coffee,
or who just enjoy listening, to come along to
the CWA Hall at 7pm on Thursday evenings
to join us.
We would love to see you there.

Quiz night and wood raffle raise $1400
Toodyay YouthCARE
(Chaplaincy)
Vivienne Freeman, Secretary
ABOUT 65 people attended last month’s
quiz night in aid of the school chaplain.
Including our wood raffle (won by Black
D42, Bernie), a total of $1423.30 was raised.
This year Owen Catto was our very able
MC for the night and our theme for the night
was ‘Toodyay, the Tidy Town of Australia
2015’.
Several people came up with very clever

Members mourn
passing of Ray
Edwards
Toodyay RSL Sub Branch
Bruce Guthrie
IT’S BEEN a quiet month for Toodyay RSL.
We are mourning the passing of our
colleague Ray Edwards and have gathered
together to support family and friends.
Rest in peace, Ray who was formerly of
the RA
The Annual General Meeting will be held
on Saturday September 5 at 2.pm at the
Toodyay Club. Nominations are now open
for all positions and you can register by
contacting our President, John Clarke on
95745715 or by emailing j2clarke@bigpond.
com.
We wish all members who are unwell at this
time a speedy recovery and every happiness.
Toodyay RSL will be inviting Year 8 and
9 students living in the Shire of Toodyay to
register for the annual Sandakan scholarship
and trip to Borneo in April 2016.
Please look out for all the information and
contact details from September 1.

Arts Toodyay
Clive Eger

IT’S BEEN a busy month for the members
of Arts Toodyay Inc. The Annual General
Meeting of Arts Toodyay was held earlier
this month and election of office bearers will
be reported in next month’s Herald.
At this month’s inaugural Arts Toodyay
Art Trail event during the Avon Descent
weekend, 11 local artists opened their studio
doors and invited visitors to see them work.
Armed with a map of the open studios,
visitors were able to drop in and see
paintings, prints, sculpture, jewellery and
pottery being created and to discover the
artistic processes behind the finished works.
After the success of this inaugural Art Trail
we expect it to become an annual event.
A well-proven annual event and the next
preoccupation of Arts Toodyay members is
the annual VINO Art Exhibition.
This is the seventh year for VINO and
it will be held over the September long
weekend at Coorinja Winery where owner,
Michael Wood, has generously hosted it
since its inception.
VINO coincides with the Toodyay Races
once again so we are expecting an extra large
number of visitors.
The call has gone out to all artists in the
Toodyay and Avon Valley area to enter their
work in the exhibition and we hope to attract
not just paintings but all forms of artworks
such as sculptures, ceramics, textile works
and jewellery.
Last year the standard was particularly high
and the number of entries was so great that
there was barely space to display them all.
The exhibition opens on Friday evening
September 25 and continues over the long
weekend. Entry forms will soon be available
from the Toodyay Library and LJ Hooker
office.
For more information, contact Margot
Watkins or phone 0401 966 153 or
drumree99@gmail.com.

We invite you and your family to come
along to this fun-filled comedy to discover
whodunit.
Show dates are as follows:7pm Friday
September 11; 7pm Saturday September
12; noon Saturday September 19 and 7pm
Saturday September 19.
All shows will be performed at the Toodyay
Memorial Hall with doors opening one hour
prior to the show’s commencement.
Tickets can be purchased at Toodyay Makit
Hardware. Adults $20, and children $10. As
we are using an-allocated seating plan, we
encourage you to be quick to secure your
seat at the front.
For further information on Holka Polka
call director Tanya Stuart on 0409 181 404.

Rainy night jam session in Chidlow
Toodyay Community Singers

month’s Wood Show at the Claremont
Showgrounds, the Royal Show at the end
of September and workshops featuring a
visiting woodturner in October.
These events will be closely followed
by our own Avon Woodturners weekend
workshop on Saturday October 24 in the
Town Hall.
Somebody once told me that time doesn’t
go slower as you get older, it goes much,
much faster.
As always, we welcome new members and
visitors who would like to see what we’re
up to in the Wool Pavilion at the Toodyay
Showgrounds. At the moment, we’re on
cold-weather time of 9am to noon, every
Sunday.
As I’m typing this, it is actually raining. I
hope it’s all going into the Avon River and
that we get a lot more in the next week to
raise the river levels.
Don’t forget ‘don’t drive tired’.

Inaugural arts
trail weekend
proves to be
a big winner

verses on the theme and we hope to have
these published in the Herald.
The winning table was Max Heath’s table
who donated the prize back to chaplaincy.
Once again thanks to sponsors, RoadWise
(Cliff Simpson), Home & Makit Hardwares,
Brewbakers, Toodyay Butcher, Sweethearts
Café, Cola Café, Wendouree Tearooms, the
Liquor Store, Graham Freeman, Regional
Men’s Health Initiative, Victoria Hotel,
Toodyay Hair Studio, DVG Auto Parts, the
Fremantle Dockers Football Club, Coondle
Fire Brigade and Toodyay Baptist Church..

Toodyay Theatre Group Inc. proudly present

Holka Polka!
A fun filled whodunnit show based in fairyland for the whole family

Show Dates

7.00pm Friday 11 September
7.00pm Saturday 12 September
12.00pm Saturday 19 September
7.00pm Saturday 19 September
Toodyay Memorial Hall
Doors open one hour prior to show commencement

Tickets

Adults $20 Children $10
Tickets available from Makit Hardware. Get in early to secure your front row seat!

Call Tanya 0409 181 404
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Avon Descent action at Extracts and Newcastle Bridge
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More thrills and spills as fatigue starts to take its toll
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As part of a Federal
and State Government
partnership with Telstra and
Optus, designed to address
Mobile Phone Black spots, Toodyay is to
gain two additional base stations. One in
the Julimar area and the other located at
Morangup. I attended a briefing session
earlier this month hosted by the Hon
Christian Porter, Member for Pearce at
his Ellenbrook Office. Advice given by the
Hon Paul Fletcher M.P. was for Council
to be proactive with planning approvals to
facilitate earlier construction of base towers,
and for residents to continue to advise the
Department of Communications of mobile
phone black spots in their area. Another
round of funding is proposed for 2016 with
the continuing aim of overcoming the digital
divide between regional and metropolitan
areas.
The refurbishment of the former public tennis
courts in Fiennes St. (opposite the Shire
Administration Centre) is now complete.
These courts have been converted to multiuse basketball, netball and tennis venues
and have been reopened for public use. It is
proposed (subject to Council approval) that
the courts remain unlocked during daylight
hours, seven days per week. Council
will formulate guidelines to alleviate any
potential conflict between Sporting Groups
and casual users during advertised club
times and training sessions.
At a Special Meeting of Council on 16
July 2015, Council unanimously endorsed
the final draft business case and funding
arrangements for the proposed Sport and

Sport & Recreation
TOODYAY SKATE PARK STAGE 2
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The Shire of Toodyay has been successful
in obtaining a grant from the Department of
Sport and Recreation’s CSRFF funding for
$55,000 to complete the final stage of the
Toodyay Skate Park.

TOODYAY SKATEPARK - STAGE TWO
SHIRE OF TOODYAY
Duidgee Park

1314_CD01
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PLAN & VIEWS// SCALE : N.T.S

The inclusion of ‘the bowl’ to the skate
park will bring a whole new exciting and
challenging element to the park which
will further draw users from Toodyay
and surrounding towns. This is a great
opportunity for Toodyay to extend its
already well utilized skate park and cater
for more users and help expand their skills.
SPORT & RECREATION PRECINCT
The Shire of Toodyay has submitted a
grant application to the National Stronger
Regions Fund for $10 million dollars. These
funds will go towards the new precinct and
help cover some of the costs of the design
and construction. The Toodyay Shire
Council has approved the application and
committed in budget funds for a Project
Manager to be appointed this financial year.

Recreation Precinct to be located adjacent
to the Toodyay District High School. Council
endorsement was a necessary precursor
to our application for Federal funding. The
funding application has now been submitted
to the Federal Department of Infrastructure
and Regional Development. The results of
this funding round will not be known until
December 2015.
I commend the CEO and his staff for their
efforts in compiling this extremely complex
submission and I thank the various sporting
and community groups for their letters of
support.
As Council is now nearing the end of budget
deliberations I believe it is prudent to reflect
back on last year’s budget programs. The
2014/15 Construction Program has now
been completed. It is pleasing to note that
all construction projects were completed
on time and within budget parameters. This
program included construction, sealing and
gravel re-sheeting of rural roads, along with
the construction of the Charcoal Lane car
park and upgrade of the heavy haulage
route in Anzac Avenue and Hamersley
Street.
Unfortunately Tourism and Community
amenity infrastructure has not fared so
well. The construction of Entry Statement
and Information Bay structures is a little
behind schedule, awaiting quotes and
structural certificates. A similar situation
exists with the construction of buildings
and supporting infrastructure at the
community depot in Railway Road. I have
every reason to believe that these projects
will soon commence and preliminary
estimates indicate delivery within budgeted
parameters.

For public comment
LAND ADMINISTRATION ACT 1997
REQUEST FOR CLOSURE OF PUBLIC
ROAD
PORTION OF UNCONSTRUCTED DUKE
STREET ROAD RESERVE BETWEEN
FIENNES STREET AND HENRY STREET
WEST
The Shire of Toodyay is proposing to initiate
the road closure process to permanently
close an unconstructed portion of the
Duke Street road reserve located between
Fiennes Street and Henry Street West. The
road closure will allow the road reserve to
reflect the current 10m width of the Duke
Street Road reserve north of the Fiennes
Street intersection.
Plans showing the proposed road closure
are available for inspection at the Shire’s
Administration Centre at 15 Fiennes Street,
Toodyay as well as being displayed on the
Shire of Toodyay website.
Your views on the proposed road closure
are encouraged and welcomed.
All
submissions must be presented in writing to
the Shire of Toodyay, P O Box 96 Toodyay
6566, by 4.00pm on 1 September 2015..
Stan Scott
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Rangers report
IS YOUR DOG MICROCHIPPED?
The Dog Act 1976 provides that on and
after 1 November 2015, the owner of a dog
that has reached three months of age must
ensure that the dog is microchipped.
HOW DO I GET MY DOG
MICROCHIPPED?
A veterinarian (vet), veterinarian nurse or
a person with the relevant qualifications
from a registered training provider is able
to implant a microchip in your dog.
To find out how you can arrange for your
dog to be microchipped, contact your
regular vet or local government to obtain
information on where you can take your
dog to be microchipped.
MY DOG IS OLD AND UNWELL,
IS IT STILL REQUIRED TO BE
MICROCHIPPED?
A dog is exempt from the microchipping
requirement if a vet issues a certificate
stating that the implantation of a microchip
in the dog may adversely affect the health
and welfare of the dog. Such a certificate
cannot apply in respect of a dog that is
under three months of age.
WHEN WILL I BE REQUIRED TO PROVE
MY DOG IS MICROCHIPPED?
When you re-register your dog, you will be
required to provide proof that the dog has
been microchipped, by providing the local
government with the microchip number.
HOW WILL MICROCHIPPING MY DOG
ASSIST ME?
If you lose your microchipped dog, it will
make it easier for you to be reunited.
The dog’s microchip can be scanned by
the ranger or a vet, which will reveal the
owner’s contact details.
If your dog is impounded and it is discovered
that it has not been microchipped, you
may be liable for a fine. As a result, it is
in your best interests to ensure your dog is
microchipped.
WHAT HAPPENS IF I DO NOT GET MY
DOG MICROCHIPPED?
A person who fails to ensure their dog is
microchipped on and after 1 November
2015 is liable for a fine of up to $5,000.
For more information, please contact the
Shire of Toodyay Rangers on 9574 4555.

events
QUIT TARGA WEST RALLY
Saturday 15 August
The Targa West Rally is an exciting and
highly prestigious tarmac rally which will be
run in various Toodyay locations. This rally
is one of the premier motor sport events in
WA and will satisfy those seeking the thrill
of a world class race.
TOODYAY FARMERS MARKETS
Sunday 16 August
Creating a space for local and regional
community members to sell, promote
and advertise local produce, the Toodyay
Farmers Markets will be hosted on the 3rd
Sunday of every month in Stirling Park.
These markets aim to promote sustainable
living and back to basic principles which
support the community as a whole.

