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Tip dumped – at least for now

Volume 331

this month

Michael Sinclair-Jones
OPPONENTS of a 300-million-tonne Perth
rubbish tip, planned 14km south of Toodyay,
are claiming partial victory after waste
management company Opal Vale Pty Ltd
withdrew its landfill works licence application
late last month.
The Bayswater firm is understood to
have withdrawn after being provided with
documents showing that the WA Department
of Environment Regulation intended to reject
its licence application.
However, it is believed Opal Vale may lodge
a revised application this month.
The waste-management operator plans to
put an extra 42 heavy trucks and road trains
a day on Toodyay Road to cart rotting Perth
rubbish to Toodyay over the next 20 years.
An RAC motoring safety survey published
last month ranked Toodyay Road between
Redhill and Toodyay as the fourth riskiest road
in the State.
Landfill opponents say the proposed 30ha
site in a disused Chitty Road claypit lies
between Jimperding Brook and a massive
water-recharge area in a seismic zone linked to
the 1968 Meckering earthquake that destroyed
the town.
They fear a 2mm plastic membrane under
millions of tonnes of rotting Perth garbage
could rupture and pollute the Avon River
water-catchment area.
The DER has been sitting on Opal
Vale’s licence bid since last March after a
4324-signature petition against it was tabled
in State Parliament and community-funded
consultants’ reports were lodged.
Opal Vale has until February 27 to reapply
for a licence before a State Administrative
Tribunal deadline expires.
After that, a new Toodyay Shire Council
policy to ban landfill sites will apply.
A DER spokesperson said any revised
Opal Vale application would need to be readvertised publicly and opponents given a
further 21 days to respond.
Toodyay Shire Cr Rosemary Madacsi, who
– with local resident Alice Bernal – helped
lead strong community opposition against the
proposed landfill site, said she believed Opal
Vale planned to lodge a fresh application early
this month.
If so, it would be listed on the DER website
in early January.
Toodyay’s local community network was
preparing a new submission to give it time to
respond to any unanticipated fresh data.
The document would be based on an original
submission filed in the Toodyay Public Library
and ToodyayCommunity Resource Centre,
with additional responses added.
Cr Madacsi urged local residents to read the
submission to be fully informed.
A new petition would be circulated at
Toodyay’s annual Christmas Street Party in
Stirling Terrace on Friday December 5.
Cr Madacsi said another landfill application
in York had also been recently withdrawn after
strong community oppositon.
“It’s been two years of very hard work and
the fight is not over yet,” Cr Madacsi said.
“But we’re definitely winning, thanks to the
amazing support of our local community.”
Opal Vale boss Sam Mangione was
unavailable to speak to The Herald and
declined to return calls.
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State Governor Kerry Sanderson (centre) congratulates Shelley Kingston and Greg
Warburton on Toodyay’s win in the category of Waste Management and Litter Prevention
– Photo: Beth Frayne

Toodyay cleans up State’s
top Tidy Towns titles
TOODYAY is the Tidy Town capital of WA
following two stunning victories at a gala
awards ceremony in Perth last month.
Not only is Toodyay the State’s tidiest town
but it also won WA’s top award for Waste
Management and Litter Prevention.
WA Environment Minister Albert Jacob
said Toodyay had enthusiastically embraced
the Tidy Towns program as a vehicle for
community action.
“The awards are about more than keeping
towns clean and tidy,” Mr Jacob said.

“They help create sustainable and vibrant
communities.”
Tidy Towns judges said Toodyay had
“ticked all the boxes” in every category, from
general appearance to waste management
and litter prevention, waste conservation and
energy innovation.
Toodyay is now in the running to win the
2015 National Tidy Towns Award, with
a national judge due to visit the town on
Wednesday December 17.
Full story and winning teams’ photo Page5

V for victorious AvonLink campaign
ABOUT 200 people joined the AvonLink
Supporters Group at a community picnic
in Duidgee Park last month to celebrate
the newly extended Toodyay passenger rail
service to Midland from December 1.
It followed last year’s shock decision by
former WA Treasurer Troy Buswell to scrap
the AvonLink service because of unprofitably
low passenger numbers.
A vigorous local campaign led by Toodyay
Shire Cr Paula Greenway, local Nationals
MP Shane Love, the Toodyay Shire Council
and a host of volunteers and supporters
convinced the State Government to reverse
its decision.
The winners celebrated with a victory
barbecue in Duidgee Park and a Sunday
VIP AvonLink train ride from Toodyay to
Midland and back.
It marks the start of an extra nine weekly

AvonLink return trips to Perth, including
a new Saturday passenger rail service for
tourists and weekend shoppers.
The message now is “use it or lose it” – see
new Transwa timetables page 8.

Avonlink campaigners (from left) Paula
Greenway, Cheryl Wiltshire, David Dow,
Elvina McFaul, Stan Scott and Sheena Hesse
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financial year, with members entitled to free advertising worth $15 annually. Please send
your name, phone number, residential address and postal address with your membership
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become a ‘Friend of the Herald’ for $10 per year.
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DISTRIBUTION
The Toodyay Herald has a distribution of 3600 copies, with 1800 copies delivered
monthly to PO boxes and letter boxes in Toodyay, Morangup and Bolgart. Copies are
also available at roadhouses and businesses in Toodyay, Northam and York, Clackline
General Store, Bakers Hill Newsagency, Gidgegannup Newsagency and Wundowie.
Web address: www.toodyayherald.com.au.

Printed by Rural Press
THANK YOU

Many thanks to the volunteers who helped produce this edition of The Toodyay Herald:
Michael Cox, Richard Grant, Peter Ruthven, Beth Ruthven, Sue Manning, Grant Scobie,
Guido Verschoor, Freda Richardson, Peter Robinson, Sandra Harms, Roger Simms,
Ieva Tomsons and Desraé Clarke.

ADVERTISING

ADVERTISING RATES
The cost of a casual display advertisement is
$4 (inc. GST) per column cm (NB Column
width is 61.5mm.)
Full Page: Mono - $560; Colour - $611.50.
Setup size: 260mm wide by 400mm deep.
Half Page:Mono - $280; Colour - $331.50.
Setup size: 260mm wide by 195mm deep.
Quarter Page:Mono - $140; Col. - $191.50.
Setup size: 127.5mm wide by 195mm deep.
Page Nomination Loading: Front page 100%, Back page - 50%, Centre pages / Page
3 - 25%, other pages - 10% (based on mono
price and inc. GST)
Colour advertisements of a size not listed
above incur a $51.50 surcharge with the
exception of the Trades and Services section.
A one-off setup fee (artwork fee) will be
charged for advertisements which are not
print ready. Advertisers, please supply a
postal address for accounting purposes and
the number of issues in which you would
like your advertisement to be included.

Accounts are issued every month with
payment required within 30 days. Payment
may be made by post, EFT transfer or at the
Herald offices.
Speciﬁcations
Print-ready material is required to be
supplied at a minimum resolution of 200
pixels per inch at the size the advertisemant
is to be printed, eg full-page, half-page etc.
Trades and Services
Single advertisement in colour (including
initial artwork): $24.
Setup size: 61.5mm x 60mm deep.
Double advertisement in colour (including
initial artwork): $48.
Setup size: 127.5mm x 60mm deep
Classiﬁed Advertisements
$6.50 for 20 words; $2.50 per subsequent
20 words.
Payment must be submitted on placement.
Public Notices
$6.50 for 20 words; $2.50 per subsequent
20 words.
Payment must be submitted on placement.

INDEMNITY AND WARRANTY
Advertisers and/or advertising agencies upon and by lodging material with The Toodyay Herald for publication or
authorising or approving of the publication of any material, INDEMNIFY The Toodyay Herald Inc. against all
claims, demands, proceedings, costs, expenses, damages, awards, judgements and any other liability whatsoever
wholly or partially arising directly or indirectly in connection with the publication of the material, and without
limiting the generality of the foregoing, indemnify The Toodyay Herald Inc. in relation to defamation, libel,
slander of title, infringement of copyright, infringement of trade marks or names of publication titles, unfair
competition, breach of trade practices or fair trading legislation, violation of rights of privacy or confidential
information or licenses or royalty rights or other intellectual property rights AND WARRANT that the material
complies with all relevant laws and regulations and that its publication will not give rise to any claims against
or liabilities to The Toodyay Herald Inc., and without limiting the generality of the foregoing, that nothing
therein is in breach of the Trade Practices Act 1974 or the Copyright Act 1968 or the Fair Trading Act 1987 or
the defamation, consumer protection and sale of goods legislation of the States and Territories or infringes the
rights of any person.
The Toodyay Herald accepts no responsibility or liability in relation to any loss due to the failure of an
advertisement to appear according to instructions. The positioning or placing of an advertisement is at the discretion
of the Editor.

Please note there will be no January
edition of The Toodyay Herald

Ol’ Blind Joe

Dry and dusty, done and dusted
Stirling Hamilton
I CAN understand why some folks can’t be
bothered to vote or take an interest in the
Toodyay Shire Council’s deliberations due
to the fact that the nitty gritty of its reasoning
and decision-making is often buried inside a
mountain of boredom.
If you have ever waded through an entire
Council agenda you would have been
astonished at the clever and prolific use of
the English language to hide the bits in there
that actually matter.
But, matter they do.
I am loathe to address this subject again
and do apologise but I feel that the Council
has failed to deal with ratepayers’ interests
adequately.
You may remember a couple years back
that I wrote about those cheeky buggers in the
previous admin who were caught sneaking
four dirty little words – “and leading up to”
– into the former Subdivisional Guidelines
Engineering Policy E.1.
E.1 was a dry and dusty document
dealing mostly with specifications for road
construction.
Those road construction guidelines are
now being transformed into the more legally
binding Local Planning Policy 26 which
came up for recent public comment.
It seems I was the only ratepayer to write
a submission addressing its implications.
The contentious point is that instead of
calculating the costs you’ll pay on the road
frontage of a proposed subdivision, you may
also have to pay for sealing gravel roads
‘leading up to’ the subdivision.
It’s good to see Council has made a wee bit
of an effort to ameliorate the worst aspects
of the previous admin’s clandestine changes
by adding the following clause:
“Council may vary the requirements of
this policy for very small subdivisions
where the extent of the required investment
is disproportionate to the potential value of
the completed subdivision.”
Two of the three stated objectives in the
intro of the policy are:
• To ensure consistency in the decisionmaking process for the upgrading of
roads; and
• To provide clear and consistent advice
to the community on the Shire’s
expectations before road upgrading will
be considered.
Well, the clause adopted by Council last
month achieves neither of these objectives

Ratepayers run out of steam
Toodyay Ratepayers’ and Residents’
Association
Chris Ballam, outgoing Chair
AFTER TWO years’ dormancy, the Toodyay
Ratepayers and Residents Association was
formally wound up last month at the CWA
Hall where – eight years earlier – more than
130 people attended the Association’s first
meeting.
The Association was founded by Greta
Sauta and Rena Monaghan in response to a
perceived lack of communication between
the Toodyay Shire Council administration
and the people they served.
The organisation flourished under the
chairmanship of Neville Tanner and
dedicated work of Secretary Rosemary
Madacsi, now a Toodyay Shire Councillor.
Its mission statement was to take all lawful
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actions to ensure the Shire of Toodyay was
managed, developed and administered
honestly, transparently, responsibly and
sustainably.
Although not embraced by some of
Toodyay’s more prominent identities who
may have perceived it as a negative force,
ratepayers and residents gained a voice that
was heard loud and clear by the Shire and
Council.
They had a forum in which to air their
concerns and grievances, and receive support
and advice.
The Association promoted awareness of
the implications of changes and decisions
made within the Shire and was instrumental
in encouraging and supporting members to
run for Council.
All surplus Association property will
be transferred to a local incorporated
association with similar objectives.

Ofﬁce Hours

Where no charge is made for the preparation of advertising material, The Toodyay Herald will remain owner of
copyright in the advertising material. Such advertising material may be reproduced only with the consent of The
Toodyay Herald and upon payment of such fee as The Toodyay Herald may require.
©Original works are subject to copyright and shall not be reproduced without authority.

and can be interpreted in any damn way that
the administration decides.
We elect councillors to make policies and
they then employ officers to manage day-today decisions on their behalf.
It gets murky here because the Council
delegates its decision-making powers to the
administrative staff who look at the policy
and interpret what it means.
If an application is refused, you don’t
have recourse back to the Council and must
then pursue your beef through the State
Administrative Tribunal, where planning
consultants get involved and all sorts of other
expensive nonsense goes on.
The fact that our current administration
has been generally conciliatory and helpful
is cold comfort for ratepayers if (God forbid)
a despot assumes the planning department
throne.
My submission suggested the adoption of
a mechanism to distinguish between large
and small developers based on the number
of proposed lots.
As recently agreed by Council and the
WA Planning Commission on the need
for structure plans for subdivisions, a
compromise of three proposed lots was set
as a cut-off point before necessitating such
a costly procedure.
Clarity is required not just for ratepayers
but also for Council staff who administer
these policies.
Then we can all spend less time sitting in a
courtroom, as was the case not so long ago.
The nuts and bolts of it are that we already
have a perfectly workable, fair and equitable
policy on Subdivision Contributions for
Road and Footpath Upgrading.
It provides clear guidelines that say when
you subdivide your bit of dirt, you have to
cough up contributions to roadwork costs on
a pro rata basis – a per metre amount based
on the road frontage of the subdivision.
We also have an Engineering Policy No
E.2 – Criteria For Road Upgrading Outside
The Toodyay Townsite’ which determines
whether a road needs improving by doing an
Annual Average Daily Traffic audit which is
calculated by taking at least two counts on a
road at different times of the year, with each
lasting at least two weeks.
Both of these could be referred to for
subdivisions of less than three lots.
Job done and dusted.
The cure for boredom is curiosity. There is
no cure for curiosity – American writer, poet
and critic Dorothy Parker (1893-1967)
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Council ‘caught between
rock and hard place’ over
joining bauxite mine forum
THE Shire of Toodyay has again put off
deciding whether to join a local bauxite
mining forum, saying if it takes two years
for a vote to get to Council, then it won’t
join for two years.
Bauxite Alumina Joint Ventures – which
plans a 220-million-tonne bauxite mine in
Morangup – invited the Shire and other
local organisations in September to join a
new “Community Advisory Group” to offer
advice and input on proposed mining.
However, the Shire says it is considering
legal advice and conducting further research
before deciding if it will take part.
Shire President David Dow told a public
meeting of 110 Morangup residents last
month that the Shire was “neutral” to the
proposed mine, which will cover 55sq/km
between Wundowie and the Avon River near
Morangup.
This was after the Shire’s draft Economic
Development Plan described the mine in
June as a “major transformative investment”
that could breathe much-needed new life into
the Toodyay Shire’s ageing local economy.
The draft went back to the drawing board
in August after a storm of protests by angry
Morangup residents, and a revised draft has
yet to return to Council for a decision.
Last month’s public meeting ended a threemonth stand-off with both sides accusing the
other of misinformation.
“I’ve had as many people tell me they
support the proposed mine as those who
oppose it,” Cr Dow said.

Toodyay resident Pat Geary (2nd from left)
gets information from Avon & Hills Mining
Awareness Group protesters (l-r) Shan Diver,
Ieva Tomsons, Brian Dale and Anne-Marie
“Sweetheart” Grabowksi outside BAJV’s
new Stirling Terrace ‘shopfront’.

“We’re trying to be proactive but we’re
caught between a rock and a hard place.
“If a Community Advisory Group
recommendation doesn’t come back to
Council for two years, then we won’t join
for two years.”
Cr Dow said he personally believed BAJV
should hold a public meeting with local
residents, a sentiment echoed by Shire CEO
Stan Scott.
BAJV later told The Herald it wanted to
hold local “town hall” public meetings but
first needed to get more information about
important issues such as water supplies.
“We don’t know how much water we’ll
need or where it will come from,” BAJV
External and Public Affairs Manager
Chantelle O’Sullivan said.
She said BAJV had recently engaged water
consultants MWH to undertake ‘desktop
studies of groundwater, surface water and
subterranean fauna’.
This would be followed by field surveys of
potential water supplies and potential issues
related to nearby water sources.
“I don’t think we’ll be ready for a public
meeting until after March 2015 but it will
be held before we apply for Environmental
Protection Authority approval, which will
probably be around Easter,” Ms O’Sullivan
said.
She said BAJV was receiving daily
inquiries about jobs at the proposed new
mine.
“Lots of people have been asking about
jobs in administration, operations, health,
safety and environment, and office cleaning,”
Ms O’Sullivan said.
“Hardware stores and other suppliers have
also been in touch to offer their services.
“It will be more than another 12 months
before we can offer any employment but it’s
good to see the interest.”
Ms O’Sullivan said the earliest a new mine
could start was the end of 2017.
BAJV has a new Toodyay ‘shopfront’
which opens 10am-4pm most Fridays in
Stirling Terrace next to Bendigo Bank.
Ms O’Sullivan said people could drop by
for information or call her on 9200 6309
to make an appointment to meet a BAJV
representative at the shop or elsewhere.

Toodyay Shire CEO Stan Scott (standing) and councillors answer questions at last month’s
public meeting in Morangup.

Fish and chips on
Freo bus trip
Autumn Club
Mike Cox
WE HAD a very good day trip to Fremantle
in the Toodyay Community Bus, stopping at
Noble falls for morning tea.
At Fremantle we enjoyed a lunch of fish
and chips, tea, coffee and cake at Sweetlips.
The CAT bus ride and maritime museum
visit were most interesting.
Thanks to our bus driver, Wes, for taking
us there and back safely and for letting us do
some shopping on the way home.
We also visited Warwick and Northam
Clubs last month – many thanks to both for
very enjoyable days.
Our last meeting for the year will be a
Christmas party on Wednesday December
17 starting at 11.30am. We will resume next
year on January 28.
Birthdays in December and January are
Billie Dodemaide on December 6, Ray
Edwards December 8, Freda Richardson
December 22 and Jim Short January 23.
We wish them all a very happy birthday.
Have a happy and safe Christmas.

TOODYAY
PHYSIOTHERAPY
SERVICES
Weekdays
Ph: 9574 4445

DEAN BUTLER
ALMA BEARD COMMUNITY CENTRE
81 STIRLING TERRACE TOODYAY

THE TOODYAY HERALD December 2014 Page 3.

UWA honours scholarship winner Fraser Stewart takes a break from the harvest on a 2144
header at his family’s wheat farm in Salt Valley Road

Local farmer’s son wins
prestigious UWA award

HE HAS the firm handshake of a WA
Wheatbelt farmer, the steady eye to drive a
2144 header across a paddock and a worldclass education in agricultural science.
Meet 24-year-old Fraser Stewart from
Toodyay who was busy last month helping to
harvest his family’s wheat crop in Salt Valley
Road after winning a prestigious honours
scholarship in agricultural science at The
University of Western Australia.
Fraser, who graduated this year with a
Bachelor of Science Degree in Natural
Resources Management, won UWA’s
$26,000 Sir Eric Smart Scholarship for
a study of foreign investment in the WA
Wheatbelt.
Fraser’s research found that contrary to
popular belief, foreign investment is not
having a detrimental effect on WA grain
farmers or local rural communities.
“Overall, foreign investment was found
to offer opportunities for capital injection,
natural resource management, employment
and community support in the grainbelt,” he
said.

UWA’s Institute of Agriculture Director,
Hackett Professor Kadabot Siddique, said
Sir Eric Smart would have been proud to see
his bequest support Fraser’s research, which
had benefited agriculture in WA.
To end a successful year of study, Fraser
has just won a traineeship in agribusiness at
the National Australia Bank in Perth.
It all started in Baker’s Hill Primary
School, which Fraser attended because it was
closest by bus to his family’s Toodyay farm.
He then boarded at Scotch College in Perth
for five years before getting a good enough
Tertiary Entrance Exam result to get him into
UWA, which is ranked 26th in the world for
agricultural science.
He was too busy to talk to The Herald
last month while helping to get the crop in,
dodging hail storms and keeping a weather
eye out for nearby fires.
“It’s getting a bit hairy out there, but I think
we’ll be right,” he said.
Fraser’s father, Craig, featured in a Herald
story in May about farm video security to
deter thieves from stealing rural property.
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PRODUCING this Christmas edition of The
Herald was a delight because of the great
news that fills page one.
The AvonLink rail service starts a new
timetable, Toodyay won the State Tidy
Towns title and now a plan to dump three
million tonnes of Perth rubbish in Toodyay
has been shelved – at least temporarily.
We have followed these stories closely
all year and reported on the extraordinary
hard work and community spirit that drives
Toodyay’s many volunteers and activists to
achieve these remarkable outcomes.
It’s the same community spirit that
fills volunteer fire fighter rosters 24/7
throughout the dangerous summer and
keeps the town’s busy St John Ambulance
service at full strength year-round.
Last month’s Tidy Towns win puts
Toodyay even more firmly on the State
tourist map.
Perhaps equally importantly, Toodyay
also won the Tidy Towns top award for
waste management and litter prevention.
WA Environment Minister Albert Jacob
said Toodyay had enthusiastically embraced
Tidy Towns as a vehicle for community
action.
“These awards are more than keeping
towns clean and tidy,” he said.
“They help create vibrant and sustainable
communities.”
He could have added that people power,
steady determination and calm logic will
always be a mighty force to be reckoned
with – and that’s something Toodyay people
have in spades.

New leadership team

LAST month saw nine new committee
members elected at The Toodyay Herald
Inc. annual general meeting.
Four are from Morangup, two from
Majestic Heights and one each from
Hoddy’s Well, Coondle and Toodyay.
They join Peter Robinson from Coondle,
who was re-elected to the 10-member
committee.
Toodyay Shire President David Dow
chaired an election for office bearers at The
Herald offices a week later, and the new
committee and office-bearers are listed on
page 2 of this month’s Herald.
Editorial independence was a key issue at
last month’s AGM, and Herald readers can
be assured that this policy will continue.
Outgoing Herald committee members
put immense time and effort into providing
Toodyay readers with a truly independent
local community newspaper.
Ken and Natalie Prowse, Wayne and
Desrae Clarke, Paul Sutton, Maree Lewis,
Michael (Speedy) Cox and Michelle
Haycock all deserve the thanks of a grateful
community.
Tribute should also go to the memory
of former Herald editor and committee
member Kathy Robinson, who passed away
earlier this year and remains an inspiration
to those who knew and worked with her.
Finally, a message of peace and goodwill
to all our readers – have a great Christmas, a
happy and prosperous New Year, and we’ll
see you all again in February.
Michael Sinclair-Jones
Editor

Graham Boston

Northam Jewellery and Repairs
102 Fitzgerald Street Northam
(Opp Red Rooster)

The way we were – Toodyay harvest time: a binder on the left is drawn by two horses, a winnower works in the middle and a farm worker
on the right sews wheat bags. Picture donated to Newcastle Gaol Museum by Harold Donegan, date and place unknown.

letters
Quietly excited by mining

I FELT the tone of last month’s Herald
editorial was unnecessarily negative towards
any local body associating itself with the
mining company Bauxite Alumina Joint
Ventures (BAJV).
We all support and rely on mining by way
of our consumptive lifestyles.
A new mine in our Shire has the potential
to provide considerable social and financial
benefits to all residents.
There are always negative impacts with
mining that must be mitigated in the usual
ways, and technical knowledge and legislation
in these areas is comprehensive.
The Shire, environmental groups and the
general public must engage with BAJV to help
them to conduct themselves in an ecologically
and socially responsible manner.
I see exciting times ahead where our kids
don’t have to leave town to get jobs, fathers
come home from work at the end of the day
instead of the end of the month, and the Shire
has the resources to build the facilities that this
town deserves.
And I suspect there are a lot of other locals
quietly excited.
Wayne Fletcher
Toodyay

Bauxite circus arrives

IT SEEMS the bauxite mining circus has
moved on from its season at Bindoon to
greener pastures further east.
Bauxite Resources Ltd spent several years
creating conflict in the Shire of Chittering and
now appears to be repeating its performances
in Toodyay, Northam and Mundaring.
In true circus fashion, BRL – a 30 per cent
stakeholder in Bauxite Alumina Joint Ventures’
(BAJV) proposed new 55sq/km open-cut mine
at Morangup – spruiked a project to mine
bauxite around Chittering.
It was going to provide jobs for local
residents, more business to local small
businesses and sundry other community
benefits.
Landowners, whose properties were to be
mined, were going to make a lot of money.
However, an apparent majority of locals
opposed the project on several grounds.
Noise and dust problems when BRL sent

Phone: 9622 8037
Mob: 0438 919 932

Toodyay Hair Studio
Monday to Friday
9am to 5pm
Saturday
9am to noon

Phone 9574 2505
120A Stirling Terrace Toodyay

a test shipment to China caused a long-term
home owner near Mooliabeenee rail siding to
abandon their cherished home.
Some Chittering Shire residents supported
mining on the promise of jobs and other
benefits but opponents said bauxite mining
was not an appropriate land use in pristine
rural areas.
Then the company announced late last year
that it was abandoning the Bindoon project
because it was ‘not economic’.
I urge Toodyay residents – whether supporters
or opponents – to demand that BAJV explains
how local bauxite mining will be economical
here when it was not in Bindoon.
Joint venture partner BRL promised much
to Bindoon supporters over several years
and eventually delivered nothing – no jobs,
no business opportunities and no community
benefits.
What they did was cause a lot of anxiety in
the community and in the Shire.
Ronald Renton
Chittering

Miner filled Healthway gap

THE TOODYAY Agricultural Society
(Inc.) would like to address a comment in last
month’s Herald editorial (on proposed bauxite
mining at Morangup) that the “Chinese-backed
miner was welcomed as a ‘major new sponsor’
of this year’s Toodyay Agricultural Show”.
The Society would like to take this
opportunity to clarify the support received
from Bauxite Alumina Joint Ventures (BAJV),
which has been involved with the Toodyay
Show for the past three years through renting
ground space.
The Committee decided this year not to
ask Healthway for funds (as has occurred in
previous years) because new funding criteria
required the event to be renamed which the
Committee was not prepared to do after 160
years of Toodyay Shows.
The funding gap was filled by BAJV which
– along with Austral Bricks and Toodyay &
Districts Financial Services Ltd – provided
cash support for this year’s Toodyay Show.
Funding was also sourced through the
Office of Road Safety and the Department of
Agriculture WA.
In-kind support was provided by the Shire
of Toodyay and WA Water Corporation.
Karen Dore, Secretary
Toodyay Agricultural Society (Inc.)

Suck it and see

For your rural, business
and individual taxation and
ﬁnancial solutions
210 Fitzgerald St, Northam
Phone: 9622 2822
Fax: 9622 3577
Sandy Hatherley (Director): 0417 912 923
Email: sandy.hatherley@rsmi.com.au

IN RELATION to Reuben Campbell’s ‘Glory
seeking chest-beaters’ letter in last month’s
Herald, I’m glad he says “it is unfair to tar
all volunteer members with that same brush,
as I know that the vast majority of people are
genuine” as this is the crux of the matter.
There is no situation – paid employment,
voluntary work or social gatherings – that I
know of where every person gets on with every
other person.
To not join a group because one has “heard
a number of negative stories circulating about
the behaviour of the volunteers and political
infighting in the Toodyay district” suggests
Mr Campbell would rather believe gossip and
innuendo than discover the truth for himself.
Don’t listen to the rumours.
If you are interested in helping your

community fight the insidious presence of
bushfire and believe you can help in any way,
come to your local fire shed, meet the people
and make a decision there.
It may be that you find the situation not to
your liking – that’s fine but at least you gave
it a go.
Grant Scobie, Captain
Julimar Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade

New faces at The Herald

WHAT an event our Herald Annual General
Meeting at the Freemasons Hotel last month
was.
I was amazed by the large crowd that turned
up compared with the previous year.
It shows just what a good job our editor and
team are doing with what is now arguably the
best local newspaper in Australia.
At least that’s the feedback I get from the
many friends and family members I send
copies to around Australia.
Our paper is definitely going through a major
transition and becoming more and more like a
‘real’ newspaper. It is telling us what is really
happening around our community and in our
Shire Council, while at the same time allowing
the various community groups, associations
and clubs to have their say.
That transition was really brought home by
the significant changes to the Management
Committee voted in at the AGM.
So many new faces and only one of the old
guard re-elected.
It was fantastic to see so many new faces in
the audience and to listen to robust discussion
on so many issues.
The old guard got us to where we are but
it was clear that some were not in tune with
where the paper is heading, and it was clearly
time for change.
Nevertheless we must acknowledge their
efforts and commitment, in some cases over
many years.
We must also wish the new Management
Committee every success.
With the help of our editor the bar has been
set high, and now the ball is firmly in their
court.
Richard Hazlewood
Bejoording.

Obstreperous gnome

SEAMUS has gone for a wander in Toodyay
and can’t find his way home.
Seamus is a gnome-cross leprechaun.
He is a happy little chap with a big smile on
his face and a wicked glint in his eye.
But Seamus has been known to become very
obstreperous when he is away from his pot of
gold.
Should he find his way into your garden,
please guide him home to Butterly Cottages.
J Short

More letters page 18
The Toodyay Herald invites you to have
your say in our letters page. Please
email your correspondence to news@
toodyayherald.com.au with your full name,
address and phone number. Letters that are
short, sharp and to the point about topical
local issues are preferred. The Herald
reserves the right to edit letters for length.
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Bolgart boy is
dux all-rounder
STUDENTS from Bolgart, Toodyay and
surrounding districts won some of the
top awards at last month’s WA College
of Agriculture – Cunderdin graduation
ceremony.
Jarrod Clarke from Bolgart was Dux of the
Vocational Education Training program.
The award is based on achievement across
several areas, including farm skills, design
and technology, automotive workshop,
engineering and furniture making, as well as
core subjects of maths, English and animal
and plant production.
Jarrod was also nominated for awards in
crop production, automotive and furniture
making, and won a merit certificate for all
three.
Last year, Jarrod received a Grains Research
Development Corporation scholarship for his
2014 studies.
Christopher Hasson from Toodyay was
awarded this year’s GRDC scholarship to
study at the college next year.
This followed a Bendigo Bank Youth Grant
last year for his 2014 studies.
Cassy Sing from Goomalling won the
college’s beef production award, while
Bronwyn Roberts from Wundowie won a
Wool Education Trust scholarship.

Vocational Education Training program Dux
Jarrod Clarke from Bolgart with Principal
Bernard Beatty (left) and local MP Paul
Brown at last month’s graduation ceremony
at the WA College of Agriculture – Cunderdin

Toodyay Tidy Towns winners (centre) with other award recipients, and WA Governor Kerry Sanderson (in pink) and Minister Albert Jacob
– Photo: Lumiere Photographics

Tidiest Toodyay ticks all boxes
Toodyay Tidy Towns
Beth Frayne and Kim Angus
TOODYAY Tidy Towns is overjoyed to
announce that Toodyay has won the State
title for tidiest town in Western Australia.
The icing on the cake is that Toodyay
has also won the top State award for Waste
Management and Litter Prevention.
Toodyay is now in the running to win the
2015 National Tidy Towns Award.
We thank all volunteers and supporters who
help make Toodyay such a wonderful place.
A national judge is due to visit Toodyay
on Wednesday December 17, and everyone
is urged to pull out all stops to see if we can
be Australia’s tidiest town.
Toodyay Tidy Towns Committee member
Shelley Kingston gave an inspiring speech
of thanks on our first visit to the podium at
last month’s State awards ceremony at Royal
Perth Yacht Club.
She acknowledged the great community
effort our volunteers have undertaken to earn
the Waste Management and Litter Prevention
award through our Adopt-a-Spot Program,
the Toodyay Op Shop, Lions Auction, our
recycling efforts and our Waste Transfer
Station and Tip Shop.

The winners’ book said: “Toodyay has
demonstrated an extraordinary level of
commitment to develop innovative methods
and leadership to reduce and manage litter
within the community and manage waste.”
WA Governor Kerry Sanderson visited the
Toodyay table at lunch to congratulate us on
our category win.
But this was not the end of our honours.
We were thrilled to be called back to the
podium later to accept the State Award from
Environment Minister Albert Jacob.
“The awards are about more than keeping
towns clean and tidy,” Mr Jacob said.
“They help create sustainable and vibrant
communities.
“Toodyay has enthusiastically embraced
the Tidy Towns program as a vehicle for
community action in the town.
“It has taken out Western Australia’s
Tidy Towns Sustainable Communities title
for 2014 for its residents’ attitudes towards
solar lighting, cycling, bird watching and
volunteering.
“The town ticked boxes in all judging
categories from general appearance to waste
management and litter prevention, water
conservation and energy innovation.
“Judges said there was little Toodyay could

have done to improve its 2014 entry.
“In the past 12 months, reported volunteer
numbers have risen more than 60 per
cent with 870 people contributing 14,000
volunteer hours.
“Nearly 900 residents regularly volunteer
to pick up litter in designated spots.”
Mr Jacob said Toodyay demonstrated
a strong sense of place, a high level of
community engagement and a ‘can do’
attitude, making it a positive example to the
rest of Australia.”
Toodyay Tidy Towns Committee member
Greg Warburton said he was deeply moved.
He gave an excellent and gracious speech
of thanks, acknowledging all aspects of
Toodyay’s commitment to the Tidy Towns
Sustainable Communities philosophy.
In addition, a Toodyay District High School
student project that was shown to Tidy Towns
State judges in Toodyay was overall winner
in a recent ‘Read and Recycle’ competition
run by The West Australian newspaper.
The Year 5 class won a WA Art Gallery
tour and $200 for travel costs.
Year 5 student Nicholas Palmer won one
of four individual $50 prizes for his use
of recycled newspapers in a sculpture of a
resting kangaroo titled ‘Kangaroo Jack’.

Farmhouse charm
meets contemporary
comfort.
The Farmhouse Range
from $237,709*
The range captures the classic features of the true Australian
homestead – soaring ceilings, free form living areas and traditional
verandahs, framed by Australian bush poles. There are two words
that speak volumes about The Rural Building Company: We
understand. We understand that lifestyle is about personal choice
and values, about individuality, design, image, sustainability,

The Argyle

romance and flair. We understand that a home and its environment
should be as one, whether that environment be in the country or
urban. Like you, we chose to be individual. In choosing not to be like
other mainstream builders we are not constrained by conventional
wisdom. Rather than follow the rules, we threw them away and
wrote our own.

For more information call 1800 643 800 or visit
ruralbuilding.com.au or.

The Barn
A MEMBER OF THE

Builders Reg No. 11421 & 11422 | RAVFARM100

WE UNDERSTAND

*Northam region only. Images for illustration purposes only. Terms & conditions apply.
*Bunbury
prices only. Prices subject to location. Picture for illustration purposes only. Terms & conditions apply.
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Magnum revolver seized
in guns, drug crop haul

Police Beat
With Sgt Warren Conder

Fire shed thieves on video

A B R O W N I N G M a g n u m r e v o l v e r,
three rifles, a shotgun and 400 rounds of
ammunition were seized in a combined
police drug raid in Morangup last month.
Toodyay officers joined police from
Wundowie and Goomalling to use a search
warrant to raid a McNoe Drive property
where they found a shed allegedly containing
three separate hydroponic setups with
irrigation pipes feeding water and nutrients
to cannabis plants.
They seized about 140g of cannabis,
drug paraphernalia, six hydro lights, six
transformers, the handgun, two bolt repeater
rifles, one Anschutz rifle, one SKB auto
shotgun and various types of ammunition.
A 68-year-old Morangup man was
charged with one count each of possession
of firearms without a licence or permit,
possession of drugs with intent to sell and
supply, possession of drug paraphernalia,
cultivating a prohibited plant and possession
of unlicensed firearms and ammunition.
He is due to appear in court at a later date.
Police said they were concerned at the
firearms haul, particularly the revolver which
is a type of firearm normally kept only under
highly secure licensed conditions at gun
clubs.

TOODYAY police are seeking public help to
identify two young men in a white ute who
used bolt-cutters last month to break into two
local fire sheds and steal alcohol stored for a
community Christmas party.
In the first incident, video surveillance at
the Julimar fire shed (right) captured clear
footage of the faces of two offenders, both
apparently aged in their early 20s.
The pair used bolt cutters to force their way
into the fire shed and opened two fridges but
left when they found the fridges contained
only water for fire crews.
The same day, what was believed to be
the same two men again used bolt cutters
to break into the Bejoording fire shed and
community centre, where they forced open
a fridge and stole alcohol worth about $200
intended for this month’s local community
Christmas party.
Police obtained blurred video footage of
the licence plate on the thieves’ getaway car
and sent it to Perth where special software
will be used to enhance the image and reveal
the registration number.

More random checks

RANDOM checks for unlicensed and
unsecured guns and ammunition will
continue over the Christmas season.
Sgt Conder said local police had received

Do you know this man? Police are seeking public help to identify this burglar who is about
to be surprised to find only water in the fridges at Julimar fire shed.
lots of inquiries after last month’s Herald
report and a number of people had visited the
Toodyay police station for information and
advice about how to comply with firearms
safety requirements.
This follows the success of Operation Dustoff in October which aimed to halt the large
number of firearms thefts from Wheatbelt
properties.
In some cases, gun owners left unsecured
firearms in the back of utes in sheds instead
of locking them securely in legally-compliant
firearms safes.
“If anybody is unsure what to do, they can
come to the station for advice,” Sgt Conder
said.
“Better that than we arrive unannounced at
your door and find you in breach of firearms
security law.”
The maximum fine for failing to secure
firearms and ammunition properly is $2000.

No-go zone

TOODYAY police wish to remind visitors
that all visits to the police station must be
made only to the front door.
“The police station’s rear car park and
back door is out of bounds to the public,”
Sgt Conder said.
“There’s a sign at the side gate that reads
‘No entry – authorised personnel only’.
“People who ignore it are trespassing.”
Sgt Conder said if the station’s front door
was locked with no answer if knocked,
visitors should return later or call the station
on 9574 9555.
“It doesn’t mean local police aren’t on
duty – we may be out on patrol or busy on
other important police business,” he said.
“The intercom at the front door should be
used only for emergencies.”

Lock ’n’ leave
A Magnum revolver, one of five firearms discovered at a property in Morangup
ABN 50 826 219 371

EC 002247 - AU05698

Steve Miller Electrical

LOCAL police are again urging Toodyay
residents to lock their cars, including when
shopping, after a bag and personal items –
including jewellery – was found scattered on
the ground in Federation Square next to the
Memorial Hall in Stirling Terrace.
“The items were apparently stolen from a
car,” Sgt Conder said.
“People should take care and remove keys
from the ignition, wind up windows and lock
their vehicles when unattended.”

Trailer trash

POLICE are seeking offenders who
spent about two hours between Thursday
November 27 and the next day removing
lights from a 14m trailer and dolly parked
in Telegraph Road, Wattening.
The roads cuts through to New Norcia and
police are urging any witnesses who may
have seen the offenders at the trailer to call
the Toodyay Police Station on 9574 9555.

Same-day bust

MHI Air Conditioners
supplied and installed

from
$1449.99

A MAN aged in his early 30s has been charged
with possession of a stolen motorcycle and
will face Northam Magistrates Court this
month.
The motorcycle was reported stolen from
Swan View early last month.
It was recovered later the same day when
local police visiting a Toodyay address about
another matter found the stolen property
allegedly in the man’s possession.

Tweet the beat

TOODYAY police have joined the
Twittersphere and are tweeting important
news updates and information from @
ToodyayPol.
“People can now follow us on Twitter
to get up-to-the-minute news on look-outs
and other valuable information about police
activities,” Sgt Conder said.

Zero tolerance at Christmas

LOCAL police patrols will be at full strength
over the Christmas-New Year holiday break
with zero tolerance for drink drivers.
“Motorists should also remember that
double demerit points will apply,” Sgt
Conder said.
“People have had plenty of warnings.
“We want everyone to have a safe and
happy Christmas.”

*Conditions Apply

“Gidgie Frigie”

Gidgegannup
and surrounding areas

While Stocks last

Air-conditioning
Split system & Evaporative Cooling
Freezer and Cool rooms
Repair and Installation
Supplied and fitted

Steve & 040 040 2561

This motorcycle was recovered the same day it was reported stolen.
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Shedders turn
up for demo
Avon Woodturners
Max J Heath
THE end of the year is nearly here again.
Where do the years go?
Once again we have been busy at the
pavilion.
There doesn’t seem to be enough time to
make the seniors’ bowls and do some Chrissie
presents as well.
We had a visit from the Mens Shed during
the month and did a demonstration morning
for them.
A good-sized group of interested men
attended.
Convener David Doye gave a talk on the
principles of wood-turning followed by a
couple of demonstrations.
Another day of demonstration was attended
at El Caballo.
We were invited to attend a craft day
there and we managed to gather four of the
Woodturners to take our midi lathe down
there for the day and promote wood-turning.
There were several stalls promoting
different crafts.
We had a look at their workshop and some
of the gear they had there was impressive.
There were a lot of lookers and not many
buyers on the day according to most stall
holders. We did have a number of people
show interest in joining our group.
Due to the excursion to El Caballo, our
monthly meeting was postponed until Sunday
November 30. The meeting was followed by
a barbecue lunch, our Christmas barby.
Since the meeting will be after the Herald
notes are closed, we are unable to let the
public know what our summer program will
be.
Usually we have January off and start again
in February with 8am starts.
Well, that’s about all from the Woodturners
for now so we would like to wish one and all a
very merry Christmas and a happy New Year.
Remember that for any information
required you can call our convener on
0403 294 181.
Please remember at this special time of the
year, as Roadwise says, ‘don’t drive tired’.

Front (l-r): Tameka Baker, Katherine Murcott, Molly Dickson. Back: Trae Fitzgerald, Leighton Frank, Rayne McGowan

No lip-sync in Footloose! musical frolic

Toodyay Theatre Group
Lights, Camera, Action
BY THE time this goes to print, you will no
doubt have heard about Footloose!, the first
of our group’s two shows.
If not, well now is your last chance to buy
tickets at Makit Hardware in Toodyay or
Northam Jewellery & Repairs.
If you need more incentive to buy tickets,
here are some quick facts:
• The cast consists of a whopping 32
people.

Bolgart soldier broke in
horses for war effort

Obituary

Doug was about to embark on overseas
duty himself when he was man-powered
by the Custs to work on their property and
received his discharge papers in May 1944.
Sadly Doug’s horse had already been
loaded onto a ship to go to war.
He had hoped to get it back but Doug’s horse
and many others were later destroyed due to
laws to prevent disease being introduced into
Australia.
After the war, Doug bought a farming
property at Buntine, married Joyce Counsel
in 1947 and had three daughters – Margaret,
Irene and Judy.
He retired from farming in his later years
and moved to Dalwallinu but sadly in recent
times developed Alzheimers disease and was
admitted to the Dalwallinu hospital.
Doug’s life was celebrated at a funeral last
month in Geraldton
Sympathy is extended to all his loved ones,
especially Joyce and family, and their eight
grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren.

The Toodyay Theatre Group would like
to thank Makit Hardware and Northam
Jewellery & Repairs for their ongoing ticket
sales support – we couldn’t have done it
without you.
Thanks also to RadioWest Northam for
letting four junior cast members sing on air
– it’s on our Facebook page if you missed it.
Thanks for running the ticket competition,
and thanks also to the extremely generous
Toodyay-ite who donated tickets – you know
who you are, and we are very grateful for
your donation.

Felicitas Bauxite Mining
Proposal

Felicitas Bauxite Mining Proposal
BAJV would like to work with community members during the design and operation of the Felicitas
Bauxite Mining Project. We anticipate being a member of the community for at least 25 years, so it is
important we are a responsible neighbour. We understand that lifestyle and amenity are important to
the community and have been keeping this in mind as we evaluate options for the mine design. We are
selecting equipment that will minimise any impacts from noise, dust and traffic while reducing water
consumption.
We are finding that face to face catch up’s and small group briefings with neighbours and community
groups are an effective way to discuss issues and concerns. It will take us some time to catch up with as
many interested parties as possible but please bear with us, your views are important.

Community Advisory Group - would you like to participate?
BAJV are seeking expressions of interest from any parties interested in participating in a community
advisory group (CAG). We are looking to attract a cross section of the community to be an informative
and representative group that provides input into the design of the project, ways of maximising local
opportunities and later into operational monitoring and compliance.
Membership should include representation from the intersecting Shires, local residents, businesses,
environmental groups, fire and emergency services, community organisations and others.

Douglas Henry Martin

We have drafted some Terms of Reference and participation forms which are available at
www.bajv.com.au These will be reviewed by the CAG when it forms to discuss format for meetings,
guidelines, when and how they will meet etc. BAJV will sponsor the cost for meetings, an independent
Chairperson’s time, minute & agenda secretarial resources. The idea being this is a voluntary role for
CAG members, that participation is not overly time consuming and participation will provide benefit by
addressing local concerns and informing the development of the operation. The CAG is intended to be a
cross section of the community and not particularly pro or anti mining– it is important to try and gather
a range of views and local knowledge.

26.12.1922 – 10.11.2014
Doris Martin

IT IS with great sadness that I report on
the death of Douglas Henry Martin, who
attended Bolgart Primary School in his
boyhood.
The second-oldest of five children, Doug
was born on 26 December 1922 and passed
away last month aged 91.
He was the son of Henry Arnold Martin
and Lucy Barbara Martin (nee - Syred).
After leaving school, Doug worked on
local farms and in July 1942 enlisted in
the 10th Light Horse and was posted to
Joondalup.
He was an excellent horseman and one of
three sent to John (Jack) Cust’s property at
Piawaning to help the Army break about 20
horses needed overseas for the war.

• Our youngest cast member is only nine
years old and she celebrated her birthday
during rehearsals.
• Our musical direction has been from
none other than the ‘Arm Flapper’ of
the Toodyay Community Singers, Trish
Young.
• So you guessed it; there is no lip-syncing.
• The musical features 13 songs and most
include a dance number too.
• This year marks the original Footloose
movie’s 30th anniversary, so what better
time to celebrate a classic by supporting
your local theatre group.

Thank you to those who have already expressed an interest. We will aim to have a first meeting early in
2015.

How to Contact us

Douglas and Joyce Martin in 1947 on their
wedding day.

•

Register your interest in a Community Advisory Group (CAG) - Register your interest at
www.bajv.com.au and download and email/fax/post the application form back. If you would like
one sent you please contact us.

•

Shopfront (Information Centre) 108 Stirling Tce Toodyay –Open on Fridays between 10am and 4pm.

•

Phone - Chantelle O’Sullivan 9200 6309 or 0437 701 155 or email: chantelle.osullivan@bajv.com.au

www.bajv.com.au
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Transwa’s AvonLink Train
Midland to Toodyay and Northam

Ask
about our 50%
concession fares for
Seniors, WA Pensioners
and Students

Tickets available
on-board (cash
only) or book by
telephoning
1300 662 205 or
visit:

Toodyay Visitor
Centre
7 Piesse Street,
Toodyay
Open 9am and
4pm every day

Relax and take in the beautiful scenery of the Avon Valley region when
travelling on Transwa’s comfortable AvonLink service, inclusive of large
windows, footrests, power for personal computers and free WiFi.
Expansion of AvonLink Services
From 1 December 2014 Transwa will operate 14 return services per
week, including a Saturday service. Services departing Toodyay arrive
at Midland Station and connect with suburban Transperth services.
Transwa SmartCommuter Card
Frequent AvonLink travellers can take advantage of the Transwa
SmartCommuter Card from 1 January 2015* and save 35% on standard
fares. The membership card will make frequent travel on Transwa
services a more affordable and convenient customer experience.
Application forms are now available from Transwa Booking Centres
at Northam Station, Midland Station and East Perth Station and at
the Toodyay Visitor Centre or online at www.transwa.wa.gov.au.
*conditions apply

Toodyay Midland Timetable
Mon-Fri
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Public Transport
Authority
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Midland
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Toodyay
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Transwa we’re going your way
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Firies race against time to beat wind change
Grant Scobie
Last month, I described what happens when
volunteer bush fire brigade members get an
SMS fire alert. This article covers some of
what happens at the firegound.
IT’S A HOT 40C day with gusting easterly
winds and Toodyay’s local volunteer bush
fire brigade crews are heading to a fire in
Bejoording.
Two of the crews – Frank, Thea and Helen
in one truck and Kenny and Kate in the other
– are talking about where they’re going, what
the day is like and what to expect when they
get there.
Helen passes water bottles to Frank and
Thea – they need to keep their fluids up
throughout the day, and there’s no better time
to start than before they get to the fire.
Thea and Kate are filling in their ‘T-cards’,
which are handed in to Incident Control (IC)
to indicate how many vehicles there are, how
many people are in each and who they are.
Over the radio, the crews hear they’re going
to a grass fire that is heading quickly towards
a stand of trees thick with undergrowth, with
a house further on.
The fire is burning in a classic teardrop
shape (see diagram below).
From where it started, the fire is running
against the wind at 1km/hr, spreading
sideways at 2km/hr with the front travelling
at 4km/hr.
At Incident Control, both units are told to
start on the right of the fire while units from
the next brigade to arrive are sent down the
left.
The plan is to try to ‘pinch out’ the fire from
either side.
Starting at the rear – because that’s usually
the safest place in a bush fire – they’ll put it
out as much as possible along the sides.
There’s no way in this wind for ground

Fire trucks heading through Toodyay to a fire. Photo courtesy Sue Griffin
units to try to stop the fire at its front – it’s
travelling too fast and it’s too dangerous.
With the truck driving through an already
burnt area, Kate is in position on the back
platform, directing water from the truck
through a hose onto the fire.
Frank, with both his crew members also on
the back using two hoses, follows Kenny to
ensure the fire is completely out.
Local farmers join in with their own 4WD
units and, with other local volunteer brigades
assisting, they’re starting to win the battle.
However, they can see now that the fire
will still reach the trees.
Although the wind and therefore the fire
will slow down among the trees, it means
a lot more work to extinguish it, with trees
catching fire and the chance of embers flying
on further ahead.
Kate tells Kenny over the intercom that two
helicopters have arrived.
Kenny can’t hear them but can now see the

helicopters dumping water on the fire, hoping
they stop it in the trees.
Now the IC warns of a wind change.
This means the left-hand side of the fire
could turn into a new, longer fire front.
Kenny and Frank have been told to move
across to the other side and help put that out
before the wind change hits.
The minutes pass, and one by one the crews
inform the IC that they have their various
areas under control.
Now all that remains is the mopping up and
blacking out.
In this weather and with the coming wind
change, the whole fireground must be left
entirely black, with not a wisp of smoke,
smouldering ember or anything that might
re-ignite the fire – this is the hard part.
This is a time of climbing off the truck,
dragging out a hose, blacking out an area,
rolling up the hose and climbing back on the
truck to move on to the next spot.
It’s boring, tiring, dirty, horrid work which
can last for hours.
After what seems like forever, it’s all over
– and the people in charge are happy.
Bejoording will still need to organise crews
to continue to monitor the burnt fireground
but the other units are sent home.
Returning to base, the firefighters talk
among themselves about how things went,

what could have been done better and how
smoothly it all went.
Smooth is rare.
Often there’s impassable terrain, fences,
dams and sometimes stock in the paddocks.
Then there’s tanks running out of water,
pumps running out of fuel, flat tyres,
breakdowns, loose sand that can bog a
truck up to the axles, whole trees and
branches falling, and the possibility of heat
exhaustion, burns and other injuries.
They also know that even though they’re
tired, pumps and jerry cans still need to be
refuelled, water tanks refilled, truck interiors
and back platforms to be swept out, drinking
water bottles replenished and, of course,
Kenny still has the inevitable paperwork to
do.
The radio operators went home earlier.
Once the fire went to mop-up stage, there
was no real need for them to keep notes on
the almost non-existent radio traffic.
But they have started the paperwork.
Once it’s all done, Frank brings in an esky
filled with cold drinks.
This is the best part: sitting down with
your mates and chatting about the day and
anything else that comes to mind.
Then it’s home for a shower and rest,
hoping the pager doesn’t go off again for at
least another day.

CIVIL

TOODYAY BAKERY

WE SPECIALISE IN:
• Sewer and storm water drainage
• Sand & gravel supply
• Mains water, gas and power
• Trench excavation
• Rock pitching
• Rock breaking
• Filling and levelling
• House pads
• Septic tank & leach drain Installation
& ALL SITE WORK NEEDS

Jason, Marc and all the staff at the Toodyay Bakery would
like to thank all our customers for their support and wish
them a Merry Christmas and a safe and prosperous New
Year.
The bakery will be open right up until 3pm on Christmas
Eve and will re-open on Friday the 3rd of January 2014
Open 7am -3pm 7 days a week
For your Xmas orders please call
Ph 9574 2617

PLEASE CONTACT:
JACK WOOD
Phone: 0400 263 864
Email: jack.wood@hotmail.com
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Dummy spit leaves Council one down

Berenice spins
off to NSW

Fly on the Wall
Peter Robinson

Toodyay Spinners
Carol Bennington

“AND IF one green bottle should accidently
fall, there’d be eight green bottles hanging
on the wall” – or in the case of the Toodyay
Shire Council, if one elected councillor
should storm out the door, there’d be eight
elected councillors left to do the chore.
More on that story later.
It was very heartening to hear Shire
President David Dow at last month’s Council
meeting acknowledge all the local farmers
with their fire-fighting units.
These 50 or so farmers and their gear make
a very significant contribution to the district’s
overall fire fighting capabilities, which has
been much in the news lately.
The main item on last month’s Council
agenda was Local Planning Policy 26 on
Council guidelines for developing new
subdivisions.
Once again, we saw councillors trying to
change words for no apparent good reason.
I believe all local planning policies should
start with: Common sense should prevail
when interpreting these guidelines.
For instance, let’s look at clause 1.2.10 in
the subdivision policy which says “Council
is conscious of the need to preserve natural
vegetation wherever possible”.
One councillor wanted to change the
word “natural to “remnant” because it was
suggested that “natural” might include
Paterson’s Curse and wild oats, which is just
plain silly.
These imported plants may be common and
beyond eradication but they are certainly not
“natural”.
More to the point, whether it’s “natural”,
“remnant”, “existing” or “endemic”, some
people will always try to interpret any of
those words to suit their needs.
That’s where common sense should apply.
It happened again with clause 1.1.2.
It says “Council may vary the requirements
of this policy for very small subdivisions
where extent of the required investment is
disproportional to the potential value of the
completed subdivision”.
Some councillors wanted to quantify “very

ANOTHER creative month for our members
with a wonderful variety of items on show.
Carol W made a lovely woven scarf; Glynn
knitted a cream coloured woollen shawl;
Heather crocheted a bag in shades of blue;
Robyn felted a colourful picture and a lovely
Nuno scarf while Lyn crocheted a very pretty
pale lemon single bedspread.
Last month we also said a fond farewell
to Berenice Robertson who has now moved
to NSW. We will miss such a motivated and
lovely person.
Our spinning group meets every Wednesday
from 9am to noon, and every third Saturday
of the month (also from 9am to noon) at
Parker’s Cottage in the Showgrounds.
The felting group meeting time is now on
the second Monday of each month from noon
to 3pm also at Parker’s Cottage.
Ring felting group contact Jenny Cornwall
on 9574 5978. For further information on
our group please contact Ange Sturman,
secretary, on 9574 2507 or Gretta Sauta,
president, on 9574 2868.

small” and “disproportional”.
Why can’t common sense apply?
Shire officers and councillors should have
access to previous determinations to help
maintain consistency.
Our courts of law use this practice, because
no two situations are identical.
Another item of interest concerned Black
Swamp Road in Morangup.
This road was ‘closed’ in 2009 but people
can (and do) still use it.
The ‘short cut’ saves very little time but
creates a hazard for vehicles turning on and
off Toodyay Road.
Council resolved to erect barriers to
physically close the road.
Back to the green bottles.
It was while subdivision development
guidelines were being discussed that Cr
Chris Firns spat the dummy after Cr Paula
Greenway moved successfully to force the

decision to a vote, thus stifling any further
debate.
“Screw you guys, I’m going home,” Cr
Firns growled as he jumped noisily to his
feet, grabbed his papers and laptop and
stormed out of the Council Chambers.
The policy had already been discussed
at two previous Council meetings and two
Council Forums, and most councillors
believed there had been plenty of time for
amendments.
If, on reflection, Cr Firns believes his
proposed changes are substantive and not
just pedantic, then the next opportunity to be
heard will be the Council’s annual review of
policies.
In closing for the year, I would like to wish
everybody a happy and safe Christmas.
Next year will be a better one for me, and I
hope also for you – I am excited and positive
about prospects for the 2015 events calendar.

$6000 Shire donation keeps
Morangup sitting pretty
A $6000 DONATION from the Shire of
Toodyay has enabled the Morangup Progress
Association to buy new chairs for its popular
Community Hall in Wallaby Way.
The new chairs will replace ageing seating
purchased several years ago which was
falling apart and becoming dangerous.

MPA Secretary Geni Brown said Morangup
residents were thankful to the Shire for its
generosity.
“We looking forward to sharing the
new chairs with the Council during Shire
community meetings in Morangup in April
and October 2015,” she said.

See us with Santa
Ida’s Hideaway
The Greasy Sleeve
YES, it is nearly Christmas again – Santa is
coming to town, our Stirling Terrace street
party stall will be on Friday December 5 and
we hope to see you there.
We would like to thank all our helpers and
sponsors for their hard work and support
throughout the year – we couldn’t do it
without them.
Birthday wishes go to Ray Edwards on
December 8 and Greg Fordham on December
24.
We also would like to wish everyone a
merry Christmas and a happy and healthy
New Year.
If you want to know what our happy ‘Ida’s
Hideaway’ is all about, please call Ida on
9574 2858.

Merry Christmas and a
Time to recoat the deck
Wattyl decking oil
Happy New Year to all our
4L $69 and 10L $128
wonderful customers.
We appreciate your
Painting on a budget
patronage and thank you for 10L interior wall paint $87.95
supporting local business. 5L interior wall paint $43.95
Best wishes from
us all at Makit.
Christmas catalogue in
store NOW

Pool water testing coming in store soon

20kg bags white sand,

yellow brickies’ sand,
14mm blue metal asphalt
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Motorcycle mayhem sparks safety call
Toodyay RoadWise Committee

Weekend crashes

We know that motorcycle groups love to
visit the Avon Valley on weekends, and it is
no coincidence that most motorcycle crashes
occur on Saturdays and Sundays.
In fact on Julimar Road in the Shires of
Toodyay and Chittering, between January
2009 and December 2013, 47 crashes were
recorded.
Of these, 23 involved motorcycles and,
in all but two cases, no other vehicle was
involved.
Twenty of these motorcycle crashes were
on the weekends.
There were 213 recorded road crashes in

Some of the hundreds of motorcycles which
travel to Toodyay along Julimar Road on
weekends.
the Shire of Toodyay between 2009-13, of
which 15 per cent involved motorcycles.
In WA motorcycles accounted for 15
per cent of all road deaths in 2008, while
comprising only 5.4 per cent of the vehicle
fleet
Between 2003 and 2012, motorcyclists
made up 13 per cent of those killed or
seriously injured in Western Australia
The best protection a motorcycle rider can
have is to keep a safe distance from other
vehicles, including other bikes. All other
road users are advised to maintain this safe
distance – a three-second buffer.
This buffer when following other vehicles
gives space and time to stay out of trouble.
Cars and motorbikes have blind spots, and
riders should never assume that they can see
or are being seen by other vehicles.

HICAPS

7 Henry Street West
(behind the Old Newcastle Hospital)

available
for instant
private health
insurance claims
(DVA ICWA)

Dr Ryan Lamp
Dr Jake Georgonicas
Open
Mondays & Thursdays
Telephone 9574 2493
rlamp@rivervalechiro.com.au
www.rivervalechiro.com.au

NOVICE DRIVERS

ARE DEFENSIVE DRIVING COURSES THE ANSWER?

From flimsy shoeboxes
to flash treasure bags
Friday Craft Group
The Crooked Needle
AS CHRISTMAS draws near, the Friday
Craft Group is busily making various
Christmas-type crafts.
These will be hung on our Christmas tree
in the window of Wendouree Cafe.
Take a walk to see what the ladies have
made – we have some talented girls among
us.
I don’t yet have the results from our pin
cushions but will inform all who voted and
provide results in the New Year.
We also have been busy making crafts for
our 2015 Moondyne Festival stall.
Some ladies are recycling Christmas
cards and making them into different-sized
boxes, and Jan taught us how to make ribbon
holders for candles.
Many ladies continue to knit and crochet
for disadvantaged children in Africa, with
the ‘queen’ of knitted toys, Enid, leading
the way.
Anyone with unwanted wool can drop
it off on Friday mornings at the Country
Women’s Association Hall in Stirling

Terrace, where it will be put to great use.
Over the past year we have also made
library bags for Christmas boxes and
children’s shoebox treasures.
Care agencies said shoeboxes were
disintegrating and children had nowhere
to keep their treasures, so our keen sewers
were onto it and made some colourful bags.
We now have two ladies now driving from
Perth to join us – welcome Michelle and
Bernie.
Our Christmas dinner on Friday December
19 gives our cooks a reason to shine.
If the CWA rooms are closed for
maintenance over January we will try to
meet at members’ houses to enable everyone
to continue their projects.
We wish everyone a wonderful festive
season.
Stay safe, take care on the roads and enjoy
this season with family and friends.
To our friends travelling to far-off places
such as England and Melbourne to be with
family, have a fantastic time – we look
forward to hearing all about it on your
return.

What is Thai Massage and
Thai Medical Massage
Thai Medical Massage is pressure applied to
Thai Massage Points and Lines for relief of
more than 50 minor ailments, such as muscle
sprains and pains, tennis elbow, stiffness of
the neck, lower back pains, muscle cramps,
muscle fatigue, muscle stiffness, muscular
discomfort, and nervous tension.
For more information or appointment

For more info go to:

www.watpomassage.com/2014/

Most defensive driver training tends to concentrate on skills and
knowledge relevant to crash situations, that is, what to do to avoid
crashes or how to minimise the severity of a crash situation. However,
crashes, particularly those involving death or injury, are rare
events for most drivers so these skills seldom need to be
applied. When the skills are not practised, they are to a large
extent forgotten when required at some time in the future. Most
drivers develop additional skills which are more important for
day-to-driving, such as hazard perception and the ability to
manage distractions, through experience and practice.
Higher crash risk: In recent years, Australian and international
research has shown that new drivers—particularly young males—
who undertake a defensive driving or advanced driving course have a
higher crash risk than those who do not. Courses that concentrate on
car control (for example skid recovery, cornering, and braking) have
been shown to increase new drivers’ confidence—making them overly
confident in their skills—and encourage them to try risky manoeuvres
and put themselves in dangerous situations on our roads. Source:
Queensland State Government website
The evidence is in from other jurisdictions in Australia and around the
world that the supervision of Novice Drivers is the key to their future
safety on the roads- if a parent or mentor can give a young driver
guidance and attention when they are learning, they gain valuable
experience.
Chairman of Toodyay RoadWise Committee Max Heath says: “This
means more than the required 50 hours of supervision for the
logbook, this means sitting next to a young driver in all weather
and road conditions, imparting the skills and experience, and
above all caution that is needed on the roads today. We as
parents invest a fortune these days bringing up kids- it is folly to
risk all that by sending them out on the roads under-prepared.”
said Max
Most other States & Territories in Australia have legislated for
100 or 120 hours of driving supervision, and they also fund
projects to assist young drivers to gain this experience. WA
might take a leaf from the other States’ book!
Toodyay RoadWise Committee recommends every parent to
take that extra time to help their kids become safer drivers.

TA1414948

THIS year has been a terrible year for road
fatalities in Western Australia, particularly
in our Wheatbelt region.
Preliminary reports are telling us that there
have already been more than 150 deaths on
WA roads this year, with 24 in the Wheatbelt
region.
This is more than all the other regions and
only surpassed by the metropolitan area.
Motorcycle crashes are over-represented
in these statistics.
By September 2014, the number of
motorcycle fatalities had already overtaken
the total motorcycle fatality rate of 2013.
The causes of motorcycle crashes may be
rider/driver error, gaps in rider training, the
road environment, the type of motorcycle,
riding experience and a lack of consideration
by other road users.
Motorcyclists are vulnerable because
of their relative lack of protection against
impacts with other vehicles, the ground and
roadside objects. Rider injuries are therefore
often more severe than those of other road
users.
Car drivers have the protection of the
vehicle itself, seatbelts and airbags.
Motorcyclists have nothing but their
clothes to protect them in the event of a crash.
They have little chance of survival
uninjured when involved in a crash where
the speed at impact is above 30km/h.
Human bodies are simply not designed for
this kind of damage.
WA Motorcycle Safety Week in November
raised awareness of the facts around
motorcycle crashes, particularly in the
Wheatbelt region.

Page 12. THE TOODYAY HERALD December 2014

emergency services
Farmers help
with flurry of
call-outs
Toodyay Central Volunteer Bush Fire
Brigade
Desraé Clarke

Young members of Toodyay’s new ‘High Season’ Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade learn the ropes of shipping and turning on a fire hydrant
in Stirling Terrace at a training day last month. The youngsters have already started fighting fires, including five last month. Young
people who wish to join this new initiative can ring organiser Murray McBride on 0407 722 226

New members boost Julimar crews
as youngsters learn the ropes
Julimar Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Tim Walker
THREE call-outs in 10 days during
November, not a good start to the fire
season. Two of these incidents were as a
result of metal impact on stone. Fortunately
all incidents were quickly dealt with.
These are avoidable incidents, but sadly
one of the most common reasons for starting
fires. We realise reducing the fire hazard is
very important and making your home safer
is a high priority but please do it early in the
morning while the grass is still damp or a
cool day with a bit of drizzle around.
Training (radio) during the month of
November continued with a very good roll
up of 15 members. Thanks to all those that
attended and the trainers who gave up their
Sunday morning to attend.
Three new members have signed up this
month. This is a remarkable turnaround from
earlier in the season where we were short of
firefighters to fill all rostered positions.
The Bush Fire Information Session held
on November 22 at the Town Hall resulted
in approximately 70 people in attendance. It
was reported that there was a disappointing
number of the public bothering to attend with
approximately half the numbers made up of
fire fighters.
Shane Love, the Nationals member for this
area, was in attendance.
It was so good to see a politician take an
interest and provide an opportunity for the
public to have a one-on-one conversation
with those who govern.
Our annual Christmas stall will again be
held on Saturday December 6. Items for sale
will include plants of all descriptions, cakes,
biscuits and slices.
We will also be selling tickets for our super
special Christmas hamper on the Friday and
Saturday.
Captain Grant gave another very
comprehensive report at our last meeting
covering:
• A request from DFES to have our 2.4 on
standby for catastrophic conditions early
in November in our Eastern wheatbelt
region;

• Two controlled burns prior to closing of
the restricted season;
• The Shire calling for interested parties
to fill a Reserve Management Officer
position;
• A policy decision by the Shire to not
extend the open burning season and the
restricted burning period;
• Some changes to driving firetrucks under
emergency conditions by DFES.

On a personal note, one of our members
reached a very significant milestone of 80
years during September.Belated congrations,
‘Speedy’.
And some of our members have had family
bereavements over the last few months. Our
heartfelt sympathies go to them all.
Our next meeting will be on Saturday
December 20 at 6.30 pm. Brigade training
will take place the next morning from 10am.

THE last General Meeting for 2014 was
well-attended with Chairman Paul, working
well to keep the unruly members in hand as
only Paul can.
There were eight ‘call-outs’ over the past
month with several ‘stand downs’; however,
the Brigade is always grateful to have the
many local farmers contribute with their
well-equipped vehicles.
The last ‘Introduction to Fire Fighting
Course’ for 2014 is to be held at the Fire
and Emergency Services Centre Sunday
December 7 commencing at 8am through to
5pm.
The handover of the new 4.4 is on Thursday
December 18 at 3pm.
This will be followed by Urban Interface
Training and barbecue.
The Brigade
is to have its Christmas celebration on
Saturday December 6 commencing at 6pm.
Please contact Desraé Clarke with RSVP by
November 29 for catering numbers (meat
will be supplied).
Three dates to remember are: Christmas
RSVP November 29 and Christmas gettogether Saturday December 6, Sunday
December 7 ‘Introduction to Fire Fighting
Course’ and welcome to the new 4.4
Wednesday December at 17 3pm.
The next General Meeting is to be
held Tuesday January 27 at the Fire and
Emergency Services Centre, Stirling Terrace,
Toodyay commencing at 7.30pm. New
members most welcome.
Enquiries may be made to Captain,
Mick McKeown, 9574 2132, or email
2jcentralvbfb@westnet.com.au

Lightning strikes keep Bejoording jumping
Bejoording Volunteer Bushfire Brigade
From the desk of The Badger
IT WAS a quick change from a quiet October
to an active November with a number of
call-outs, although all minor.
Initially, it was mostly burn-offs getting
out of hand or machinery starting fires.
The final week of the month was marked
by a significant lightning storm that sparked
five fires in less than an hour and, as we saw
in the media, significant damage near Gingin.
Fortunately, local lightning was followed
by heavy rain which made the volunteers’
tasks across the Shire much easier.
However, Captain Lawrence Hayward
warns that rain is not always the cure-all for
fires, especially after lightning strikes.
If lighting makes a direct hit on a tree –
especially older large trees with thick trunks
– it is an extremely powerful and explosive
heat force that can ignite a fire deep inside a
tree that may not easily be extinguished by
rain.
The tree may slowly smoulder for days
before breaking out into a fresh fire when
things have dried off.
You may have read in the Bejoording
Community Group column that there was a
break-in at our shared shed recently.
It raises the question of security at our fire
sheds across the Shire.
Sadly we live in times when many breakins are marked not just by theft but by
vandalism.

Trees Cafe

Bolgart Ph 9627 5187
Friday & Saturday 10am - 3pm
Sunday breakfast 9am - 3pm
A big thank you to all the wonderful people
who have supported us throughout the year.
We will be closing for our summer break, our last day
being Sunday December 14. Alan and I and our wonderful staff
wish you a Merry Xmas, and a happy and safe New Year.
We look forward to seeing you when we re-open in April 2015.

On this occasion, our Brigade was not
affected but what if radios were smashed or
stolen, or fire-trucks vandalised and rendered
immobile?
Many of us regularly drive past Brigade
sheds in the course of a normal week.
Please add two minutes to your journey by
driving up to the front and walking around so
that if there is a problem, it will be spotted
sooner.
If local people are regularly seen to be
watching the shed to monitor comings and
goings, offenders will have no idea when it’s
a safe time to perpetrate evil intent.
We wish everyone in our community
and across the Shire a safe and fire-free

Christmas holiday period.
Don’t forget that your actions and planning
contribute greatly to this outcome.
The Bejoording Volunteer Bush Fire
Brigade asks you to remember that there are
now total fire bans in place.
Fire breaks should be in good order, and
Shire inspections are now well under way.
You should have an appropriate fire plan
for your property.
If in doubt about what to do please ask –
advice is free but getting it wrong can be
costly.
If you have any questions, please contact
Captain Lawrence Hayward on 9574 5106
or The Badger on 9574 4834.

Ambos hope not to see you –
take extra care over Xmas
St John Ambulance – Toodyay &
Districts Sub Centre
CALLS for the ambulance service in
Toodyay and surrounds have eased a little,
but crews are still busy assisting with
Northam to Perth transfers and local first
aid posts.
We will have a first aid post at the Toodyay
Street Party on Friday 5th December and be
selling tickets for our final 2014 raffle.
Again, thank you to those who continue to
support our raffles as funds raised enable the
sub centre to purchase equipment needed to
provide a professional ambulance service to
the district.
Members of Toodyay & Districts extend
condolences to family and friends of Lyn
Hammer, who recently passed.
Lyn was a dedicated and long-serving
secretary and treasurer for the sub centre
from 1982 to 2001.
Do you have a current First Aid Certificate?
We are considering a First Aid course early
in the New Year.
Please phone Carolynne at the sub centre
office for further details or to register your
interest.

The course has a new name, ‘Provide
Advanced First Aid’.
This course is a new package to the former
Senior First Aid, Advanced First Aid or more
recently Apply Advanced First Aid.
However, it is still a nationally accredited
course and thoroughly covers all aspects of
pre-ambulance or pre-hospital care.
It is suitable for workplace and private
work requirements.
With December comes Christmas and
New Year festivities so all of us at St John
Ambulance Toodyay & Districts wish you
and your family a safe and peaceful festive
season.
Please remember to take extra care on the
roads when socialising.
We hope you don’t need us but don’t
hesitate to call for an ambulance at any time
as our crews remain on roster throughout
December and January, ready to respond
as quickly as possible if an ambulance is
requested.
St John Ambulance Toodyay & Districts
Sub Centre, rear of 120 Stirling Tce (behind
Toodyay Hair Studio), PO Box 364,
TOODYAY WA 6566. Phone 9574 2390 or
email sjatoodyay@bigpond.com
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emergency services
Awareness could
have prevented
several fires
Coondle Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
Mark Middleton
WE ARE now six weeks into the fire season
and have attended nine call outs of various
natures, some of which could have been
prevented by being fire aware.
Please ensure you are fire ready and fire
safe as we approach the hotter months.
For more information you are more than
welcome to come down to the Coondle
fire shed on any Friday night from 5pm or,
depending on your location, your local fire
shed.
All brigades are more than happy to assist
with any questions you may have regarding
preparing for the fire season.
This is an opportunity to meet new people,
gather information and perhaps consider
becoming a volunteer fire fighter.
Congratulations to Paul and Beau who have
completed all required training and are now
on our current roster as fire fighters.
Our last training day consisted of heavy
vehicle driver training and the assessment
of strategic firebreaks.
All training is invaluable and conducted on
a regular basis.
We would like to wish everyone a happy
and safe festive season.

Christmas
fun enjoyed
despite threat
of call-outs
Morangup Volunteer Bush Fire
Brigade
Sandra Harms
A GOOD crowd turned out for the annual
Christmas function at Morangup Community
Hall.
While Santa’s visit excited the children,
most folks enjoyed a buffet dinner and a chat
with their neighbours.
Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade Captain Jeff
Venn awarded certificates to several local fire
fighters for training, and this was followed
by a raffle.
Thanks again to Sam Earl, who provided
the tree and hall decorations, and to everyone
who helped prepare a sumptuous Christmas
dinner and desserts.
Funds raised by the raffle will go toward
improving amenities at the Morangup Fire
Station, and for local emergency services
generally.
ROADSIDE
ASSISTANCE
CONTRACTOR

Call 13 11 11

FREE UNDER
BONNET CHECKS

About 70 people attended a Community Bushfire Information session last month at Toodyay Memorial Hall

On the phone could put you off the road
Toodyay Community Safety and
Crime Prevention Association
Desraé Clarke
DID you know that offences resulting from
use of a mobile phone while in control of a
vehicle can result in demerit points?
It is a most frightening experience to be
driving behind a vehicle with a driver in front
who is talking on the phone, obviously not
in control with erratic speed and positioning
on the road.

Core rules of Western Australia’s Road
Traffic Code are as follows.
It is not permissible to use a ‘hand
held’ mobile phone under the following
circumstances:
• When stopped at traffic lights;
• in a line of non-moving traffic or traffic
queue;
• in a bus lane;
• in an emergency traffic lane;
• if at any time stationary but not parked in
a safe legitimate parking area;

• turning on or off a phone when it is
resting on the body.
Entering data into a phone while driving is
also illegal.
Demerit points will result if the Traffic
Code is not adhered to.
Report any crime to Toodyay Police
on 9574 9555. Do not worry if you are
forwarded to an operator; Toodyay police
will get back to you.
Or you can phone CRIMESTOPPERS on
1800 333 000. Information is confidential.

Probus now fully fledged
Probus Club of Toodyay

Santa and his elves join in the spirit of
Christmas at Morangup Community Hall

AT LAST we can call ourselves the fullyfledged Probus Club Toodyay.
It has been decided to hold our formal
Accreditation meeting on February 10 at
7pm. Please keep this date free and bring
along any other prospective or interested
persons.
Our last outing for the year was to the
Gingin Gravitational Discovery Centre.
Mark Gagarno, guest speaker in November,
gave a very interesting and informative talk
about the development of stars, planets, black

TOODYAY AUTO CENTRE
YOUR 1 STOP SHOP

All Mechanical Repairs - New and Old
Plus Log Book Servicing

FREE TYRE FITTING
BATTERIES FREE
DELIVERY 5km RADIUS
FROM TOWN

MOBILE 0418 949 898

Registered repairer
MRB 513

LOG BOOK servicing
TYRES 4 x 4 - passenger - trailer - Motorcycle
BATTERIES large range
AUTO GAS conversions and repairs
IMMOBILISERS installation
FUEL SYSTEMS servicing
ELECTRICAL starters, alternators
AUTO PARTS full range of Ryco ﬁlters
HONEST ADVICE
27 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Avon Valley Supplier of

EXHAUSTS FOR ALL
MAKES AND MODELS

PHONE 9574 2335

holes and the origin of life on earth.
He provided an insight into Australia’s role
in the development of space technology and
ongoing research.
Our final meeting for 2014 will be held
in December and will take the format of a
Sundowner to celebrate all the hard work
done this year to bring about a Probus Club
in Toodyay.
I understand we will have a community
sing-along to provide some Christmas cheer.
For further information about Probus and
how to join please contact John Smart: 9574
2339 or Jan Ackroyd: 9574 5315

See Russell, Brenton or Brook
Email tjauto@bigpond.com

TIRES
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Big Red Bonus

HURRY
DECEMBER
ONLY

3.04 x 3.50

ROBE

Mirrored SD

Bed 2

ROBE

Mirrored SD

Redink Homes

Bed 3
3.00 x 3.50

LINEN

Alfresco

Ceiling @ 25c
4.20 x 3.60

ROBE

$5000 to spend on upgrades

Mirrored SD

*

Activity
3.24 x 2.92

Bed 4
3.00 x 3.49

Raised Ceiling 31c

the living mkII 233m2

$233,990

4

2

2

$223,990 if you qualify for
the First Home Owners Grant

Alfresco

Paved @ -1c
Ceiling @ 25c

Gas HP
& R/Hood
UBO

Kitchen

Games

Ceiling
@ 31c

Pty

Ceiling @ 31c
4.10 x 5.00

Fr
Rec

Refrigerated Reverse
Cycle Fully Ducted
Air Conditioning
8 Outlets, 4 Zones

Laundry
TILED

LINEN

*Conditions Apply. Price applicable to Toodyay area only. Please ask your sales representative for prices in surrounding areas.
Financial Services provided by SPG Finance Pty Ltd trading as Lets Finance Australian Credit License Number 390261

Raised Ceiling 31c

Dining

Ceiling @ 31c
4.13 x 3.32

SHR

Family

WM

Ceiling @ 31c
4.13 x 4.30

WC

Ensuite

TILED

TILED

Bed 4
3.03 x 3.21

WIR

Master Suite
4.01 x 4.00

Mirrored SD
ROBE

ROBE

WC
Bath
TILED

TILED
Mirrored SD

SHR

ROBE

Bed 2
3.00 x 3.25

Double Garage

Entry

Conc -1c
Ceiling @ 25c
6.09 x 6.19

Mirrored SD

Bed 3
3.03 x 3.21

Verandah

Paved @ -1c
Ceiling @ 25c

Suits 15m Frontage
Remote Control
Sectional Door

Visit letsfinance.com.au

Dining

Plus this big list
of inclusions:*
Reverse
Cycle Air Conditioning
(Heats & Cools)
Instantaneous Bosch
gas hot water unit
Stone bench tops
to kitchen
Double vanity
to ensuite
31c ceilings to living
Dishwasher recess
Luxury light switches
Double auto remote
garage door (with
2 remotes)
Laundry inset trough
& cabinet
900mm kitchen
appliances
Porcelain floor tiling
300x300 to laundry,
ensuite, bathroom
& WC's
Colorbond gutters,
facias & downpipes
Semi-frameless
shower screens

Ceiling @ 31c
4.90 x 4.52

Refrigerated Reverse
Cycle Fully Ducted
Air Conditioning

TILED

WC
TILED

Kitchen

Fr
Rec

Laundry
TILED
WM

LINEN

Living

Pty

Ceiling @ 31c
4.90 x 4.19

Theatre
4.37 x 3.51

Ensuite

WIR

TILED

WC
TILED

SHR

Double Garage
Grano -1c
Ceiling @ 25c
6.09 x 6.19

Entry
Master Suite

Suits 15m Frontage

4.03 x 4.11

Porch

Paved @ -1c
Ceiling @ 28c

the vegas 261m2

Remote Control
Sectional Door

4

$243,990

2

2

$233,990 if you qualify for
the First Home Owners Grant

The home of Choice
Add a bathroom, increase bedroom sizes, or up the level of finish – it’s
your choice. At Redink, we encourage you to make changes, it’s part of
the reason we’ve won 9 service awards in 8 years. To change the way
you live, visit a display home or call for an obligation-free chat today.

9 service awards
in 8 years...
always striving
DIRECTOR
to doMANAGING
better

Sales all hours
call 1300 434 962
or email sales@redinkhomes.com.au
Office enquiries call 9208 1111
8am-5pm Monday-Friday

Display Homes will be closed Sunday 14th December from 5pm & reopen Saturday 3rd January 2015

Our office will be closed Monday 22nd December & reopen Monday 5th January 2015.
We wish you and your families a safe and happy Christmas and New Year.

Display Homes open Saturday & Sunday 1-5pm, Monday & Wednesday 2-5pm

AdCapital4812TH

Bath

Ceiling @ 31c

8 Outlets, 4 Zones

Plus lots more…

FINANCE WITH
AS LITTLE AS
$3000 DEPOSIT*

SHR
Gas
HP &
R/Hood
UBO

Builders Registration Number 12049

Perth North

Perth South

South West

Mid West

DISPLAY HOMES - NORTH OF THE RIVER

DISPLAY HOMES - SOUTH OF THE RIVER

SOUTH WEST DISPLAY HOMES

MID WEST DISPLAY HOMES

Alkimos Bristlebird Circuit - The Nautica
Alkimos Callosa Crescent - The Southern
Aveley Virago St - The Magellan
Banksia Grove Solandri Bend - The Georgia
Caversham St Leonards Blvd - The Tasman HIA WINNER
Clarkson Felix Lane, Catalina Estate - The Milford
Ellenbrook Jennapullin Crescent - The Savannah NOW OPEN
Jindalee Belli Lane - The Como NOW OPEN
Landsdale Babylon Bend - The Hudson

Baldivis Magenta Crescent - The Hamlin
Byford Hanretty Road - The Bristol MBA 2014 WINNER
Golden Bay Tallering Way - The Breeze
Harrisdale Oakbella Pde, Heron Park - The Valencia
Hilbert Jindabyne St, Sienna Woods - The Azzura HIA WINNER
Piara Waters Dealey Elbow, Newhaven Estate - The Victoria
Southern River Ruskin Way - The Mariana NOW OPEN
South Yunderup Baron Turn, Austin Lakes - The Tasman MKII
Wandi Bruny Meander, Honeywood Estate - The Biscay
Wellard Harvard Way - The Baltic NOW OPEN

Bunbury Moonlight Drive, Riverlea Estate - The Bourke
Dalyellup Colonna Street - The Pacific
Dunsborough Aldercress Approach - The Miami
Vasse Egyptian Street - The Colorado NOW OPEN

Bluff Point Railway St (off North West Coastal Highway)
- The Moresby HIA WINNER /GOLD KEY WINNER 2011
Open Mon & Wed 12-5pm, Sat & Sun 12-5pm

DISPLAY CENTRE 16 Frobisher Street, Osborne Park WA 6017
Ph 9208 1111 Fax 9208 1112 Sales 6336 9118

DISPLAY CENTRES - Bunbury First Floor, Suite 40
Marlston Boardwalk 23 - 25 Casuarina Drive Bunbury WA 6230
Ph 9721 1500 Fax 9791 1411 Bunbury Sales 9791 1174
Busselton Busselton Sales 9722 7680
Margaret River 135 Bussell Highway Margaret River WA 6285
Retail Centre 9758 8282 Margaret River Sales 9758 7717

Waggrakine Chapman Valley Road - The Chapman
Open Mon – Fri 10-5pm, Sat & Sun 12-5pm OPEN 7 DAYS

Geraldton Office
Second Floor, Suite 1 Champion House
87 Marine Terrace Geraldton WA 6530
Ph 9920 8900 Fax 9920 8901 Sales 9920 8999

redinkhomes.com.au
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Masons add finishing touch to Lodge
Robyn Taylor and John Adams
TOODYAY’S rejuvenated Masonic Lodge
in Fiennes Street has attracted much interest
over the past months.
No longer a nondescript cream building
that looked as if it had seen better days, the
Lodge has now returned to its true colours.
Now painted in the soft red of its original
brickwork with contrasting timbers painted
in shades of Masonic blue, it looks stunning.
The restoration of this heritage-listed
building was undertaken with the generous
assistance of Lotterywest and fund-raising
by Toodyay Lodge members.
Weekly bingo sessions over nearly six
years helped to raise funds, as well as provide
donations to local charities.
Funding enabled local historian Dr Robyn
Taylor and Perth-based heritage architect
Ron Bodycoat to prepare a conservation plan
to guide the restoration.
Painter Ian Elliss, who has experience
with historic buildings, did an excellent job
preparing surfaces and getting the colours
just right.
The Lodge is particularly grateful to all
members who worked hard over many years
to facilitate the restoration of this historic
building, which has a long and fascinating
history.
The oldest section is the simple Gothicstyle hall built in 1878 by the Order of Good
Templars.
Templars held fund-raising events in the
former Mechanics’ Institute (1874) – now
the Toodyay Public Library – to build and
furnish the hall.
The original hall had a grand set of stairs
from Fiennes Street to the front entrance.
Traces of the doorway can still be seen.
During the 1880s and ’90s, Methodists
used the hall for services until their own
church was built in Duke Street.
In 1923 the Toodyay Masonic Lodge,
which met in rooms above the Toodyay
Bakery, bought the property and extended
the hall to include the main Lodge room or
Temple.
The old hall became the ‘Festive Board’
room where refreshments were taken after
meetings.

Director of Ceremonies Stan Eastwood positions a traditional Freemason’s Compass and Square emblem he crafted on the newly restored
Masonic Lodge next to the Shire offices in Fiennnes Street
The Toodyay Lodge was consecrated in
1899, following the York Lodge in 1886 and
Northam’s Avon Lodge in 1893.
Although the Toodyay Lodge is one of the
oldest continuously operating organisations
in the Shire it has the same problem of

dwindling membership faced by many other
local organisations.
We invite inquiries from community
members who wish to find out more about
Freemasonry.
We would also like to hear from inactive

Freemasons who may wish to become reinvolved.
For any futher information, Lodge
Secretary John Adams can be contacted on
0437 228 879.

DIRECT
HEATING & COOLING
Air Conditioning
Refrigeration Services
The original Masonic Lodge with stones steps (now removed) to the front entry.

Life skills put a Shine on
Year-8 girls’ futures
Toodyay YouthCARE Council
(Chaplaincy)
Vivienne Freeman, Secretary
HERE we are again coming up to the end of
another year.
As we reflect on events, there will be many
different experiences we have all had.
I believe that we can all learn something
from these and that we can be better citizens
in our great community of Toodyay.
Robyn, our Chaplain, has been running a
Shine program with the year-8 girls. The aim
of the course is:
1) I have worth (body and soul);
2) I have strength to choose life;
3) I am wonderfully made.
There have been two guest speakers, a
Community Health Nurse and a Beauty
Therapist.

She has also continued with the Fathering
Project where dads are encouraged to take
up the opportunity to support each other in
their role as fathers.
Our final raffle for the year will be held
on December 13 and 14. There will be some
great prizes for Christmas.
We, the Toodyay YouthCARE Council,
would like to publically acknowledge our
thanks to the Toodyay DHS Principal, Tim
Martin, and his staff for their valued support
over another year.
We would also like to thank our own
Toodyay Herald newspaper editor and staff
for keeping us up-to-date with the comings
and goings in our town over the last year.
Lastly, thank you to our very generous
Toodyay community for your continued
support.
We wish everyone a joyful, restful and safe
holiday season. God bless one and all.

• Freezer Rooms • Cool Rooms
• Ice Machines • Split Systems
• Evaporative Cooler • Automotive
Ashley Druce: 0420 103 414
Phone: 9574 2338
Email: decanfrost@westnet.com.au

Lic# AU7850
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Special ‘Toodyay Money’ for street party celebration
Toodyay Chamber of Commerce
THE Toodyay Chamber of Commerce will
take the opportunity at this year’s Christmas
Street Party from 6.30 – 9.30pm on Friday
December 5 to thank local people with an
evening of fun and community conviviality.
Even some special “Toodyay Money” has
been printed – valid for the event.
It will provide an extra opportunity for
business and the community to get to know
each other better.
There will be children’s activities, including
a Christmas tree, Santa, animals, games and
simply the excitement of being out after dark
amongst a crowd of happy energetic people.
M a rg a r e t S o m m e r v i l l e f r o m t h e
Sommerville Gallery has very generously
organised and sponsored ‘Hey Presto the
Magician’ who will perform first at the
Gallery at 7.10pm and then up and down the
street to amaze kids of all ages.
In true artistic style, the Gallery also has
organised a community mural/painting
collage art work to be created by the people
for the people to mark Toodyay’s creativity
and place in the world.
Teenagers haven’t been forgotten either.
The Chamber, along with the Shire of
Toodyay, will set up a Teenagers’ Chill
Out Zone with deck chairs and a 3.5 metre
outdoor screen to showcase a collection of
music videos.
There will be a chocolate wheel with many
prizes donated by local businesses.
Restaurants and cafes will have far more
street presence this year, and a very special
pop-up restaurant will materialise magically
in the middle of town for pre-arranged
bookings.
As The Toodyay Herald will go into
recess over January, the Chamber would
like to take this opportunity to thank the
Toodyay Chamber of Commerce and
Industry members for their support, the
talented group of 40 youthful musicians from
the Western Australian Charity Orchestra and
our own Community Carol Singers.
We’d also like to give Sean Byron from
Christmas 360 a hearty vote of thanks for his
much-appreciated contribution to the town’s
overall Christmas appeal both on the night
and throughout the year.

V

Peter Dawson instals Christmas decorations to shopfronts in Stirling Terrace
On a more general but equally exciting
note, a five-year strategic plan is being
established to meet the objectives of the
Chamber.
This will be to:
• encourage good business practice;
• to improve the level of service throughout
the town;
• to provide a voice for business; and
• more generally to promote and support
the district.
Our October Annual General Meeting
saw the following people elected to take a
position on the Chamber as office bearers
and committee members:

ince’s
Restaurant

is alive and well

Rory and Fiona would like to welcome our new
Chefs David and Dannielle on board.
We look forward to a very exciting future for
Stirling House as a whole, with the restaurant
complimenting our French Wine Bar
due to come on line approximately mid-2015.
Stirling House will offer a wonderful Mediterranean feel
to the streetscape with a host of menu changes
with many vegetarian and gluten free options.
Opening Times - Open 7 days a week for Dinner
Lunch on Saturday & Sunday’s
We would like to wish all the people of Toodyay a
wonderful and Happy Christmas

For reservations regarding a function Ph 9574 5544

See you on the 5th of December
for Toodyay’s
wonderful Street Party.

Charles Chitty (President);
Mark Dimmitt (Vice-President);
Chantelle O’Sullivan (Secretary);
Hazel Ryding (Treasurer);
Margaret Sommerville, Margaret
O’Sullivan, John Clarke, Garry Smith,

Clive Eger, Claire Love, and Barb Dadd
(Committee members).
We hope you all enjoy the 2014 Christmas
Street Party and we offer our best wishes for
the festive season, followed by a safe and
prosperous New Year.

City sisters turn up for
Santa visit and
get-to-know-you lunch
Country Women’s Association
SINCE the last edition, Toodyay members
have met up with members of our sister
branch from the City of Bayswater.
The Bayswater ladies came to Toodyay to
visit the Christmas 360 Shop and rang to ask
if we would like to meet for morning tea or
lunch.
We had lunch at Wendouree Tearooms and
got to the know Bayswater ladies better.
We extend thanks to Sally and her girls for
looking after us all – the lunch was great.
Last month we were advised of the passing
of Dame Raigh Roe, DBE, a member of
CWA since 1941 who, besides holding the
positions of Branch President and State
President, also became National President
of the CWA.
Dame Raigh was elected World President
of the Associated Country Women of the
World in 1977, representing more than nine
million women in 74 countries world-wide.
She was appointed Commander of the
Order of the British Empire (CBE) in 1975.
Two years, later she was jointly nominated
with Sir Murray Tyrrell as Australian of the
Year,
In 1980, Dame Raigh was made Dame
Commander of the Order of the British
Empire (DBE) and in 2001 she received the
Centenary Medal.
Dame Raigh was born on 12 December,
l922, and we were advised she ‘passed away
gently’ early last month.
CWA State Office held a memorial service
for Dame Raigh last month at St Mary’s
Anglican Church in West Perth.
This was followed by light refreshments at
CWA House.
Toodyay Branch was represented at these
functions by Stephanie Corcoran.
Toodyay held their last meeting for 2014
on November 27.
Earlier that day, we invited all those
involved with us in the building and
improvements made to the gazebo (pictured)
at the Toodyay Cemetery to join us for
morning tea at our rooms.
We thank all the groups involved for their
help in this project.

We celebrated Christmas with lunch at our
hall on Monday December 1.
Everyone enjoyed good food, lots of
laughs, Viv’s bomb game and Glenys’s egg
and spoon game.
For the Toodyay Street Party on Friday
December 5, we plan to have a stall with
Christmas-style items for sale, plus preserves
and pickles.
Come and have a chat and perhaps you will
find something for that hard-to-choose-for
person on your Christmas list.
Our meetings are held at 1.30pm on the 4th
Thursday of the month but not in December.  
The CWA Hall is next to the Garden Centre
in Stirling Terrace, Toodyay.
There is plenty of parking in Charcoal
Lane and the new disabled access from
Charcoal Lane down the side of the hall is
now complete.
Previous access to the back of the hall
has been closed off and the steps are to be
removed.
Bookings for the hall in 2015 will be
taken by Glenys Clabaugh, 9574 5110 or
0427 478 325.
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Rail crossing ‘racket’ annoys residents

A grain train hurtles past Toodyay’s busy Hamersley Street crossing.

NOISY trains sounding loud
horns late at night are causing
lost sleep near Toodyay’s
busy Hamersley Street rail
crossing.
“There are already boom
gates, flashing lights and bells
so why do train drivers need
to blast their horns late at
night too?” one irate nearby
resident asked.
“I reckon it’s noise pollution
– it doesn’t do anything for
the town having this racket
going on.”
The rail crossing is on the
town’s heavy-haulage bypass,
which is often ignored by
heavy trucks late at night
and in the early hours of the
morning.
“Some train drivers blow
their sirens, others don’t do
it at all – it doesn’t make any
sense,” the town resident
said.
WA Rail Safety Director
Rob Burrows wrote to the
resident that trains were fitted

with two volumes of warning
horns – one for towns and the
other for country use.
The ‘country’ horn was
louder because trains
generally travelled faster than
in built-up areas and needed
to give adequate warning of
their approach.
Mr Burrows invited people
to contact WA rail network
manager Brookfield Rail if
they believed train drivers
were being too noisy in the
Toodyay townsite.
However, Brookfield Rail
said it managed only the rail
network – drivers were the
responsibility of ‘above-rail’
train operators.
A spokesperson said
Toodyay was one of WA’s five
worst towns for dangerous
behaviour around railway
tracks.
“Some train drivers have
been forced to sound their
horns as an additional
precaution,” she said.

From fantastic fascinators to simply feral
Bejoording Community Group News
From the desk of The Badger
THE MELBOURNE Cup ushered in
the month with a large gathering at the
Bejoording shed with fashions ranging from
fantastic fascinators, flowing-and-flowery, to
simply feral.
There were sweepstakes to suit all pockets
and, as usual, some of our wonderful
members turned on a great feast.
All in all, it was a most enjoyable afternoon.
The following night we had our traditional
‘Melbourne Cup Leftovers Feast’ and
nobody went home hungry from either event.
The party of the year was hosted by Linda
Veldtman and Marc Bodium to celebrate
their daughter’s and granddaughter’s joint
‘special-number’ birthdays.
Almost the entire neighbourhood was there
plus several from the ‘big smoke’ as more
than 100 guests danced the night away.
It’s good to see how responsible everyone
was with swags, tents and caravans
everywhere – nobody drove home until
the next day unless they had a dedicated
volunteer driver.
Country people sure know how to party,
and the Hawaiian-themed night was dramafree and full of fun.

TOODYAY
EMU FARM

Walk amongst “Free Range Emus”
in natural bushland
• Guided Tours
• Emu Products Shop
• Dining Area
• Tea and Coffee
• Ice Cream and Cool Drinks
• Toilets
• Ample Parking
Coach and School Groups by Appointment

Open Daily 10AM – 4PM
Phone 9574 1415

The only cloud over our sunny community
was a break-in at the shed.
The selfish idiots knew what they were
doing and used bolt cutters to cut open a
heavy-duty padlock and then jemmied off
the locks from our internal storage.
Fortunately there was no vandalism and
fire brigade assets were left untouched.
However, the community group suffered the
loss of provisions for our annual Christmas
party and will have to pay for replacements.
We understand we weren’t the only group
to suffer that day – probably at the hands of
the same felons – with video surveillance

footage from another similar break-in
elsewhere helping local police.
If the perpetrators read this, we hope you
choke on the spoils of your efforts.
Apart from weekly meetings, our last event
for the year will be our Christmas party on
December 17 and, rumour has it, that Santa
may be visiting our children that night.
Don’t forget we close in January and
resume on Wednesday February 4.
We wish everyone in our community
and across the Shire a very merry and safe
Christmas.
Your monthly reminder: we meet every

Wednesday evening (except in January)
at the Bejoording Community Centre in
Bejoording Road, which shares premises
with the local Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade.
Come along from 6pm and leave when it
suits you.
It’s strictly ‘come as you are’ casual, kids
are welcome and there are fun events every
month.
If you aren’t yet a member, come along –
we’d love to get to know you.
For more information, please contact
President Barry Grey on 9574 2149 or call
The Badger on 0414 250 484.

You’ll find yourself doin’ the Oddfellows Walk
Toodyay Historical Society
Beth Frayne, Events Co-ordinator
THE TOODYAY Historical Society
Committee wishes everyone an enjoyable
and safe festive season and best wishes for
2015.
The society congratulates the Toodyay
Tidy Towns Committee and all supporters
for winning the State title and the Waste
Management and Litter Prevention Award
last month.
The great ways we celebrate our cultural
heritage were noted in the State Government’s
Tidy Town’s media release, as well as how
we give visitors and locals access to local
heritage information on Wikipedia via our
QR codes.
The society was very grateful to receive a
significant donation from the Toodyay Op
Shop.
Our successful exhibition at the Old Gaol
Museum was packed away last month and
we hope you were one of the many that paid
a visit.
At last month’s society meeting, Beth
Frayne presented a ‘Show and Tell’ on some
of recent interesting inquiries received,
including:
• the story of the Marseilles roof tiles on
our 1898 (later heavily modernised) bank
building;
• a copy of the original architectural plan
created by the bank’s architect Sir Talbot
Hobbs; and
• 1920s Toodyay family photos and

All property
& commercial
legal advice

reminiscences from the UK grandson of
Anglican Rector John Mason.
Member Robyn Taylor presented a copy of
her 2009 Toodyay Bushfire Project report to
last month’s Shire Council meeting.
Copies of the entire project will be lodged
with the Shire’s Museum and the Toodyay
Historical Society.
The Toodyay Historical Society Foundation
Day dinner was held at the Victoria Hotel on
Saturday November 29 when Peter Robinson
gave his inaugural presidential address.
The Toodyay Historical Society will be
selling raffle tickets at the town’s Christmas
Street Party from 6.30pm on Friday
December 5.
You can drop off a Christmas raffle goodie

or two to Beth at home or at Donegan’s
Cottage, and visit our stall on the night to
buy a ‘Toodyay History Chronology’ as a
Christmas present.
There is no general meeting this month, and
our next general meeting will be at 7pm on
Wednesday January 21 at the CWA Hall.
For more information or assistance
related to the Toodyay Historical Society,
please contact: Secretary Desrae Clarke at
desraec@westnet.com.au; President Peter
Robinson on 0407 928 500 or member Beth
Frayne on 9574 5971.
You can visit us at Donegan’s Cottage
(Toodyay Showgrounds) from 1-3pm every
Thursday. Postal address: PO Box 32,
Toodyay WA 6566.

Come in to see us at 215
Fitzgerald Street, Northam,
for all leases, trusts &
ownership agreements, all
property, commercial and
farming legal matters.
Call us on 9622 2900.

www.wapropertylawyers.com.au

Zinnia Brown, Colin Kendall and Robyn Taylor after last month’s inaugural Toodyay
Historical Society Oddfellows Orbit Walk around the former Oddfellows’ Hall (1897) site,
in Stirling Terrace. Photo: Beth Frayne.
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2014 Toodyay Agricultural Show

letters (cont. from page 4)
Major disgrace

LEAVING aside déjà vu over the longrunning Toodyay entry statement debate
and related Shire Council myopia, a much
more important issue was highlighted in the
October edition of The Herald.
The frank, honest words from one of the
many tireless volunteers, whose dedication
keeps our Shire’s ambulance and fire services
functioning, must be recognised and acted on
without further delay.
Morangup residents stated a reality that too
many of us know first-hand only too well –
that as 2015 nears there are still large areas
of the Shire without mobile phone coverage
or reception.
A heart attack or stroke victim at a property
with no mobile coverage and no landline has
as little chance of survival as a snakebite
victim or someone caught in a chainsaw
mishap.
The very best efforts of our dedicated
volunteers continue to be restricted and
thwarted by the continuing failure of those
accountable for delivering Shire-wide
mobile coverage.

MCBRIDE CONTRACTING
EARTHMOVING SPECIALISTS
CONSTRUCTION OF ALL
SAND PADS, SITE CLEARING,
TRENCHING, SEPTIC INSTALLATION
SUPPLIERS OF ALL SANDS AND
SOILS
BOBCAT, TRUCK AND
14T EXCAVATOR HIRE
COMPLETE SITE WORKS FOR
YOUR NEW HOME

Enquiries all hours
Murray and Tracy McBride
Ph 9574 2616 Fax 9574 2103
Mob 0407 722226
PO Box 400
Toodyay WA 6566

My similar letters to The Herald 15 years
ago urged former local Shire councillors
and Federal and State MPs to accept reality
and act decisively to end our collective
disadvantage and vulnerability.
That Toodyay is barely 85km from the
Perth CBD makes this ongoing neglect a
major disgrace.
Be it WA Royalties for Regions funding,
a long-overdue cost-sharing deal between
Council, the State and Commonwealth, or
innovation such as the Shire asking internet
company Google to trial its new balloon
service to boost regional phone coverage in
Toodyay, the time for cohesive action is now.
The Federal Government appears hell-bent
in its determination to damage the Australian
Broadcasting Corporation and restrict
journalists’ rights.
Toodyay’s rural residents would benefit
much more if, in return for our increasing
taxes, that determination was directed
instead towards providing all of us with 2015
standard mobile telephone coverage.
Graham Hornel
Coondle

who denigrate him and everything he
does simply because he has to make hard
decisions to try to keep the country solvent.
Some attacks on his person are childish
and unreasonable, and the result of extreme
ignorance of the true circumstances.
We live in a democracy, which means the
majority chooses a leader to make important
decisions.
As part of this democracy it is an unwritten
rule that we accept the winner, fair and
square.
Unfortunately, this does not seem to
happen and our society is becoming more
aggressive and violent as days go by.
Shall we descend into the depths of the
Middle-East and other regions by simply
killing those with whom we do not agree?
Instead of ‘kahking on’ about how bad we
think our leaders are, perhaps we should be
making some reasonable suggestions about
alternatives.
Complaining about our leaders is a copout because we are really blaming them for
circumstances we created for ourselves.
Norm Green
Coondle

Show some respect

THANK YOU for this immaculate local
newspaper.
However, my letter is for a different reason
– I believe too many people are unnecessarily
disrespectful and rude to our Premier, PM
and other politicians for no other reason than
to boost their own egos.
When we talk about WA Premier Colin
Barnett – whether we voted for him or not –
we should address him with respect.
He has a very difficult job – even more so
due to the nasty and irreverent things said
about him, such as ‘gap-toothed eminence’
in Ol’ Blind Joe column on page two of last
month’s Herald.
As far as Prime Minister Tony Abbott is
concerned,
there is a large group of people
ad size 78 x 61mm

MUNTZ&PARTNERS
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

Taxation and Accounting Services
Elaine Hall

B.App Sci. M.Acc, NTAA

Ph 9574 2776
Fax 9574 4541

Mobile 0400 557 168

Toodyay Office
Wed- Fri
115 Stirling Terrace
Toodyay 6566

www.muntzpartners.com.au

Damning indictment

LAST month’s edition of The Toodyay
Herald was certainly a damning indictment
of some elements of the leadership and
management – past and present – in our
Shire’s bush fire effort, which appears to
have slid backwards in a serious way since
everyone’s sterling efforts during Toodyay’s
disastrous 2009 fire.
Shire Council back-pedalling over its
statement the previous month about the
numbers of actual operational firefighters
available was breathtaking.
That, in conjunction with the eventual
realisation that some local volunteer Fire
Control Officers are not up to the job, is
belated recognition that some of the advice
to the Shire that “everything in the garden
was lovely” was way, way off the mark.
At the same time, criticisms and suggestions
for change from firefighters with long
experience and management abilities were
being summarily dismissed as coming from
‘nutters’ and ‘troublemakers’ without even
bothering to examine the concerns to see if
they were valid or not.
Hopefully the Council is now beginning to
realise that the ability to listen to all opinions
– not just from those wanting to protect
their positions – may be the way to avoid or

mitigate some truly catastrophic events for
which the Shire has ultimate responsibility.
Allan Henshaw
Coondle

Ancestor help sought

I WOULD be grateful if any Herald readers
had ancestors who worked for Phillips and
Hamersley or have memories of that time
and would be willing to share them with me.
I am researching Thomas Negus Robinson,
who was employed by Phillips and Hamersly
in 1843.
I would appreciate it if, through The
Toodyay Herald, I was able to fill in some
gaps in my family history.
Roma Johnson

Clarrissa much loved

I WOULD like to thank the people of
Toodyay for the love and support you have
given me and my late daughter Clarrissa.
Although Clarissa lived in Perth, it was the
Toodyay community who banded together to
raise money for her Weekend Walk To End
Women’s Cancers last March.
It was Clarrissa’s dream to participate and
she managed the whole 30km on the first day,
and completed part of the second.
The result was thousands of dollars raised,
almost entirely from Toodyay.
Julie and John from Leather and Lace
organised the Harley Davidson bike riders
to go to Perth and take Clarrissa on the ride
of her life, filming as she went, proud and
loud in her pink (for breast cancer) leather
jacket – what a memory they gave her.
And special thanks to Harro for that day as
well.
Last year, Philippa, from L J Hooker,
who herself is a rock ‘n’ roll and rockabilly
dancer, organised an R&R fund-raising night
here in Toodyay.
Many locals came to enjoy themselves and
gave generously to the cause.
Local businesses sponsored the evening and
contributed prizes, while many volunteers
helped pull it all together.
Clarrissa, her little daughter Grace, and
her family and friends had a ball.
Very special thanks go to Philippa, without
whom the night would not have happened.
The Rock & Roll night was held almost
12 months to the day before my daughter
succumbed to her condition two months ago.
The town showed it wanted to help, and
Clarrissa knew she was loved.
Thank you from the bottom of my heart.
Heather Jeffs.

Poppies rise for Remembrance
Poppies for Remembrance Day
Toodyay
A HUGE ‘thank you’ to all the wonderful
people who made the gorgeous poppies for
this project.
The variety of methods used to make them
gave the display a vitality that truly sang.
Without your fantastic and sustained efforts
it would not have worked nearly as well as
it did.
The poppies were sewn onto netting during
a couple of sessions in the CWA Hall and in
the studio, and then hung on Remembrance
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Day at the Anzac Memorial.
As can be seen in the photos it was a very
worthy effort for a small community,
Every poppy was a vivid reminder of all
those who lost their lives so that we could
enjoy the freedom and sunshine such as we
had on that day.
We wish to say special thanks also to the
community groups who made it possible in
various ways: the Toodyay Op Shop – the
wool etc.; Toodyay Community Resource
Centre – printing and computer; RSL
Toodyay Sub Branch; Arts Toodyay Inc.,
and the CWA.

Seniors tuck into a lunch
to salute VP stalwarts
News from Bolgart & Surrounding
Areas
Doris Martin
A FREE Seniors’ Week lunch was hosted in
Bolgart last month by the Shire of Victoria
Plains to thank those who helped over the
years to shape Victoria Plains into the great
place it is today.
The event was held at Tree’s Café and the
Shire provided a bus to pick up guests from
various town centres in the Shire.
About 40 residents enjoyed the lunch,
which was funded by the 2014 Seniors
Week Community Grants Program and
supported by the Council of The Ageing
for older Australians, Department of
Local Government and Communities, and
Lotterywest.
Birthday greetings are extended to Mrs Lil
Edmonds of Calingiri and former Calingiri
resident George Westlake who now lives at
The Lodge in Wongan Hills.
George is 99 years young.
If any local children had birthdays last
month, I hope they had a good one as I didn’t
see any names this month in either of the
Bolgart bulletins.
Best-dressed person at last month’s
Melbourne Cup lunch at the Bolgart Hotel
was Mrs Marion Guthrie of Bolgart.
Ten percent of door sales and raffle
proceeds went to Breast Cancer WA.
I attended a Melbourne Cup lunch at
Northam’s Riverside Hotel and was greatly
amused when Mrs Fay Wolfenden (nee
Eaton) – a descendant of Toodyay’s early
pioneering Syred family – won a bottle of
champagne for her gardening hat adorned
with ivy and a racing form guide showing
jockeys riding that day.

TV show
spotlights Toodyay
community
Di Roberts
HOW easy it is to say “Pride”, but it rings
true upon watching the latest edition of the
WA Weekender on Channel 7 (youtu.be/
CnaGcnLdzHM).
To view the feature on Richard Christmas
360, go to youtu.be/Kw3FjcPhQo4.
Upon watching both these sessions, one
could only feel the pride that our town of
Toodyay represents, and the great experience
that the presenters felt when televising.
To Sean who developed and loves his
Richard 360 Christmas Shop, you and
Linley did us proud with your expertise in
presenting a Christmas tree from nothing,
but we know you had a wonderful motive
and we believe that those who have visited
the Christmas shop will also say, “Sean, you
and Linley believed and you have given all
of us in Toodyay Christmas throughout the
year”.
The television program epitomises what
our town is about, its heritage, laid-back
attitude, friendship and highlights why we
are so very privileged to live here in a sharing
community.
Again, pride is the word for all of us who
live in Toodyay – our seniors, dads, mums,
children, those to come in the future. Look
at what we have. We are safe, we can walk
the streets with a spring in our step, and it
may take three hours to walk down Stirling
Terrace after meeting so many other folk.
We have a town of which we can be proud.

Other winners were Mrs Jeanette Giles and
Mrs Maria Candeloro from Toodyay.
Sympathy is extended to the family of Mrs
Patricia Turner (nee Macpherson) who was
born in Toodyay in 1922 and recently passed
away aged 92.
Pat’s late husband John (Jack) Turner
passed away only a short time earlier.
Pat was the daughter of John Ewan (Jack)
Macpherson and Ellen (Nellie) Macpherson
(nee Preston) who were formerly Bolgart
residents.
The Macpherson children were educated at
Bolgart where one of Pat’s brothers – the late
James (Jim) Macpherson was later a teacher.
Between 1947 and 1952, the Turners leased
the Bolgart Bakery from Jack Turner’s aunt,
Jean Broomhall and her husband Fred, both
now deceased.
Jack and Pat often returned to Bolgart over
the years to visit the Broomhalls.

The poppy wall at the ANZAC Memorial on Remembrance Day

Cheeky Bus takes a pit stop
Toodyay Community Bus
Di Roberts
OUR lives in our town rely on transportation
to the ‘Big Smoke’, be it by way of rail or bus
to various places for medical appointments,
events, shopping and even just getting
together.
Throughout this year the bus has had many
wonderful adventures.
As well as youngsters travelling to
events such as Country Week and the local
association’s basketball program, it keeps
seniors within our town comfortable and able
to enjoy visits to other venues.
The bus was overloaded with bookings last
month and lots more have been made for this
month.
The last Butterfly Ball will be held on
Saturday December 20.
If you wish to attend please contact Wendy
on 9574 2059.
Also, the Toodyay District High School’s
Cadet Unit will travel to Dwellingup/Nanga
for a two-day camp with lots of fun and
frivolity and a wonderful bus driver and
friend, Kerry.
As this is the last column for 2014, one
must think back upon what has happened
for the year.
The bus has shown great resilience in
providing for the folk of Toodyay.
To this end, sincere thanks must go not only
to the committee and drivers but to all those
who chose to hire the bus, ventured forth and
enjoyed their ride.
To each and everyone may I, on behalf
of the committee, wish you and yours a

wonderful, safe and healthy Christmas and
New Year.
May we all look forward to 2015 with
gladness in our hearts, and health and
happiness.
Our Cheeky Bus will have a little rest over

the holiday break and be ready in the New
Year for you to share and enjoy.
Merry Christmas everyone and a wonderful
2015, especially to The Toodyay Herald
which brings us the news and articles which
are so important to our community.

Seasons
Greetings
We would sincerely like to express our gratitude for the loyal
support and fun times our customers from Toodyay and
surrounding districts have once again given us.
We wish you all a safe and happy Christmas and look
forward to seeing you all in the New Year.

2Jers set to
rev in 2015
2Jer’s
OUR next Casino trip is in the new year on
19 January 2015.
We wish all of you a happy and healthy
Christmas and New Year.
For more information please ring Ida on
9574 2858

Closed Christmas Day through to Friday 2nd January.
Lyn and Andrew
16 Stirling Tce TOODYAY
Phone 9574 2062
Opening Hours - Monday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday 9 - 5pm
Sunday and Public Holidays 10 - 5pm
CLOSED TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY

