Postage
Paid
Toodyay
6566
West Aust

TO THE HOUSEHOLDER

Your locally owned
community newspaper

3600 copies circulating in Toodyay, West Toodyay,
Goomalling, Bolgart, Morangup, Coondle,
Bejoording, Nunile, Julimar, Bakers Hill, Clackline,
Wundowie and local districts

New 6-lane pool planned

June 2014
Volume 325

this month

Michael Sinclair-Jones

Blue Light Disco fun: These two youngsters were among 120 kids who danced to glow
lights and music at a fun-filled night organised by Toodyay Police in the Memorial Hall last
month. The event raised $100 for local St John Ambulance volunteers. More pictures Page 6.

Community Garden delay as
Shire considers stables site
A SITE for Toodyay’s planned new
Community Garden has been delayed at
least another month after Shire Councillors
rejected a preferred Clinton Street site and
ordered further investigation of an adjoining
property.
Council officers recommended last month
that little-used Youth Park, opposite the
Old Gaol Museum, was the best of five
proposed sites since the item was first put
to Councillors in February.
It was within easy walking distance of the
town centre, near public toilets and with
accessible power and water.
Council officers said assessment criteria
and community feedback made the Clinton
Street location the preferred site for a “truly
community-focussed garden”.
However, Councillors decided instead to
order an investigation of adjoining Shire
land behind the Old Stables.

They said if a site was needed more
urgently, the Community Garden could be
located near the Shire’s new Works Depot
on Railway Road.
However, this site is well beyond walking
distance from the Toodyay town centre –
including for local school children – and
was the least favoured in a recent survey of
Toodyay residents.
The land behind the Old Stables is
also understood to contain significant
archaeological remains dating back to
Toodyay’s former Convict Depot days.
Exploratory archaeological digs by
students from the University of Western
Australia and colonial records indicate it is
likely to be the site of three former Sappers’
Cottages.
More detailed archaeological surveys are
likely to be required before the land can be
used for a new Community Garden.

A NEW 25-metre public swimming pool and
replacement hockey pitch form part of plans
for an ambitious new $27.6 million Toodyay
Sport and Recreation Precinct approved by
the Shire of Toodyay.
Facilities for a broad range of sports,
change rooms and a 180-seat multi-purpose
function centre with a 24-hour gym, crèche
and commercial kitchen will be built in three
stages over eight years next to the town’s
district high school.
Shire Councillors approved a master
plan – described as one of the “most major”
undertakings of the Shire for the next 10
years – and have called a public meeting
to discuss it at 6pm on Tuesday June 17 at
the Toodyay Community Centre, next to the
Medical Centre in Stirling Terrace.
The master plan has also been opened for
public comment for 21 days, with written
submissions to the Shire due by 4pm Friday
June 27.
A $3.7 million Aquatic Centre with a sixlane swimming pool will be built in Stage
Two after Stage One completion of playing
fields for football, cricket, soccer, hockey
and rugby, four basketball and netball courts,
change rooms, a $6 million multi-purpose
function centre, roads, car parks, ticket booth
and other associated facilities.
However, timing will depend on the
availability of Federal and State funds,
Stage Three will consist of a $3.8 million
indoor sports hall for basketball and netball,
four tennis courts and a small tennis pavilion,
shaded children’s playground areas and
space – if needed – to relocate the Toodyay
Bowling Club from Oddfellow Street to the
new Sport and Recreation Precinct.
The new hockey pitch in Stage One will
replace the Toodyay Showground pitch
which was abandoned last year because it is
an Aboriginal burial ground.
The Aquatic Centre will house a lap
swimming pool, children’s pool and wading
area for toddlers, and operate solely during
the summer months, as do other similar
country pools at Goomalling, Northam,
Cunderdin and elsewhere.
Toodyay Shire CEO Stan Scott said sloping
terrain had presented a challenge in designing
the 14ha site on Shire land adjoining Toodyay
District High School on two sides.
“It took 20 hours of meetings with the
architect (Peter Hunt) to make it work on the
site,” Mr Scott said.
Stage One will require major earthworks
costing $2.8 million to create a level surface
for a full-size Australian Rules football oval
with a turf cricket pitch, and a level hockey
field on sloping land below it.
Mr Scott said the planned Aquatic Centre
would open only in summer to contain costs.
“Country swimming pools don’t make
money,” he said.
“Typically, they lose about $120,000
during the summer opening season, which
is the funding model supported by the WA
Department of Sport and Recreation.”
Mr Scott said the Shire could not afford to
build such a costly undertaking on its own,
and the timing for each stage was dependent
on State and Federal funding.
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King of the mountain
Stirling Hamilton

AT THE moment it’s the Abbott clan at the
top of the heap and my, my, haven’t they been
busy, getting down and dirty with swords and
lances, hammer and tongs, explaining to the
peasants that the new kids in charge of the
realm are actually serious minded adults.
They’ve informed the workers that they’ll
have to bend their backs until they drop and
kicked all of the young folk out of the castle
for six months of each year, banishing the
poor wee things to scrounge in the forest with
the wild critters and it promises to be a cold
winter ahead.
His Royal Highness has also decreed
that the States ain’t gonna get them $80
billion gold pieces that they were promised
to provide care for the sick and fund the
teaching of the children.

Drums of doom

Sir Barnett, Lord of the WA fiefdom, has
long been pounding the drums of doom about
the lack of gold in his treasury and yet he
chose not to attend the council of war with
the other Lords of State who had gathered
over east to plan their resistance against these
savage cuts by the King.
He has been busy though, forcing the
townships in the flatlands to amalgamate
by the simple expedient of redrawing
their boundaries for them regardless of the
peoples’ wishes in the matter.
The process will cost 75 million gold pieces
and ushers in the end of local democratic
representation as we know it.
His Lordship , the cunning old despot, after
promising before his inauguration that he
would never do such a thing, did, and then
said he would pay for it, and has now decreed
that he won’t.
Professor Brian Dollery, from the
University of New England in NSW, says
that, “Amalgamations are expensive,
divisive, increase rates, raise costs and lead
to a disillusionment among members of the
public.”
All the lesser nobles running the Councils
aren’t real happy about all that and the
trumpets of revolt have been heralded far and
wide.
The Shires know they’ll have to wring it

out of the sweat and tears of the peasants and
plunder the harvests of the landholders.
Sir Barnett has his town criers pounding
the streets shouting out that if local councils
will not cooperate, the government will run
the amalgamation process without their
involvement
His own words were, “Well, I hope local
government doesn’t do that, but if they
were to walk away from the process, the
process will go on without them – the State
Government will then run the process.”
Alexis de Tocqueville wrote a Political
Science classic; Democracy in America.
He did this after touring that nation in
1835 seeking a dispassionate assessment of
it in order to guide the future of European
democracy and wrote that he found that local
government was the foundation of healthy
democracy and the source of the national
vitality that was sweeping America forwards.
In WA it was the Colonial Government
in 1870 that declared that People granted
the right to elect a government to run their
municipal affairs should not be threatened
with having that right usurped – even by the
Government that granted it.
This is at the heart of the Dadour provisions
enshrined in the Local Government Act of
1995 which require a referendum to be held
should enough residents oppose a proposed
amalgamation.

Gobbledegook

His Lordship has exploited a loophole
in the legal language (gobbledegook) to
call it a change of boundaries instead of
an amalgamation and denied citizens their
democratic right to decide the nature and
scope of their municipal governance.
He has further promised to ride out with his
gang of marauding brigands to the outlying
villages in the hills and wider countryside to
force his will on them once he’s finished with
the flatlanders.
Our government teaches the whole people
by its example. If the government becomes
the lawbreaker, it breeds contempt for law;
it invites every man to become a law unto
himself; it invites anarchy. Government
must desist from tendencies that portray it
as a partner that cannot be trusted since all
agreements are based on trust. U.S. Supreme
Court Justice, Louis D. Brandeis (1856-1941)

Ratepayers left in dark on writ
TOODYAY ratepayers may never know the
outcome of costly legal action by the Shire
against former CEO Graham Merrick and
former Shire President Charlie Wroth.
The Shire is suing Mr Merrick in the WA
Supreme Court for alleged breach of contract
and fiduciary duties and claims he was
“unjustly enriched by reason of his conduct”
while CEO between 2004-10.
It alleges Mr Wroth also breached his
fiduciary duties while a Councillor 2003-11,
and while Shire President 2005-09.
The Shire is claiming restitution,
compensation and damages from Mr
Merrick, and compensation and damages
from Mr Wroth.
However, Shire President David Dow told
last month’s Council meeting that details of
the claim would remain confidential unless
it went to a hearing – and even then the
parties could seek to restrain publication of
the proceedings.
Cr Dow declined to comment on whether

the Supreme Court writs had been served
on the two respondents and said, based on
legal advice, that the Shire would not be
“providing commentary” on the progress of
the claim.
Since most civil proceedings are settled
out of court by confidential agreement, the
likely result is that Toodyay ratepayers may
never be allowed to know what happened
and whether their money was spent wisely
on pursuing the legal action.
Last month’s meeting was unable to answer
a written public question about how much the
Shire has spent so far on suing its two former
civic leaders.
However, Shire accounts show payment in
April to Perth law firm Civic Legal – which
is handling the case – of nearly $16,000 in
legal fees, most of which is understood to
concern the Supreme Court action.
The Shire says it will release more
information about legal costs at next month’s
Council meeting.
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Rail vandals could have derailed AvonLink
Michael Sinclair-Jones
VANDALS who tried twice to derail a fully
laden freight train at Cobbler Pool last month
could have caused death or serious injury if
they had hit the AvonLink passenger train,
according to local police.

A 4WD vehicle was used at Cobbler Pool
crossing overnight to uproot a rail crossing
stop sign that was then deliberately dragged
across the tracks and placed in the path of
oncoming trains.
A Perth-bound freight train struck the metal
sign a short time later on the weekend of May

3-4, causing minor damage to the heavilyladen freight train but no injuries.
Police believe that if the considerably
lighter AvonLink passenger train had hit the
uprooted sign, it would have caused a highspeed derailment with a “real probability of
serious injury or death to rail commuters”.
Vandals also knocked down a street sign at
the corner of Cobbler Pool Road and River
Road and dragged it across the railway tracks
about 800m further on.
Toodyay Police said they were “absolutely
disgusted in such a stupid act of vandalism,
which could have easily turned into a major
local emergency”.
A lump of concrete attached to the base of
the first sign is understood to have gone into
the freight train’s wheels.
The concrete weighed 60-70kg and would
have taken considerable effort to drag from
where it was uprooted to where it was laid
across the railway tracks.
The freight train is understood to have hit
the tip of the stop sign and appeared to drag
it into the bogies, which carry the wheels.
The train then hit the second sign placed
across the railway line at a farm access

private rail crossing about 800m further on.
Brookfield Rail, which manages the State’s
5500km rail freight network in southern WA,
said several level crossing signs had been
pushed down in recent incidents involving
trespass on rail reserves and train near misses.
“Fortunately, no injuries were caused,”
Brookfield Regional Superintendent Bob
Graham said.
“However, it serves as a reminder of
the risks and consequences of illegal
and dangerous behaviour around the rail
network.
“It not only had the potential to cause
serious damage to trains but could have
caused serious injury and possible death to
the persons involved.
“The bottom line is safety – the last thing
anyone wants to see is a tragic accident as a
result of careless or complacent behaviour.”
Brookfield Rail has joined Toodyay police
in calling for local community help to
identify who was responsible for last month’s
attack on the local rail network.
Toodyay Police Chief Warren Conder said
any information from the public would be
treated in confidence.

The uprooted sign that was dragged across Cobbler Pool crossing.

Council gives tick to
faster Internet towers

TOODYAY Shire Council has approved five
new 40-metre towers to bring Australia’s
high-speed National Broadband Network to
local residents next year.
Councillors granted planning approval
last month after receiving only two public
complaints – one opposing an NBN wireless
tower planned in Sinclair Place, Julimar, and
the other against a new tower in Ferguson
Road, Coondle.
The Julimar complainant said the new
tower would be built next to their property
and “contaminate” it.
“It will be hard to sell my property with this
eyesore erected on the adjoining property,”
the complainant said.
“I may have once wished to build on my
property but not with this monstrosity on the
horizon.
“I feel that my property will be depreciated
and I am not happy about this.”
The Shire said radiation from the monopole
towers would be 1300 times lower than
allowable limits.
An acceptable boundary setback could be
offset by building any future structure well
away from the boundary line.
The Coondle complainant said the proposed
site was “very close to a number of homes”
and also their proposed home.
“I would drive by this tower every day
as it is by the side of my driveway,” the
complainant said.
“I am sure there are other sites more
suitable to put this tower so as not to intrude
on home owners in this vicinity.”
The Shire said that it was “impossible to
mask the overall structure” but care would
be taken to screen it with existing vegetation
and reduce glare by leaving the tower
unpainted so it has a matt finish.
The site was chosen from nine locations as
the best, based on land ownership, proposed
earthworks and foundations.
The Shire has said consistently it supports
the planned NBN roll-out to Toodyay with
five new wireless towers.
Last month’s meeting was told that a
“marked increase in internet speeds and
capacity will provide a positive social
outcome as the community experiences
the benefits of improved connectivity with
family and friends”.
“Additionally, this will help with opening
up tourism and commercial markets within
the Shire to more exposure to a wider
audience as we take advantage of superior

technology,” Shire CEO Stan Scott reported.
This contrasts with what he described as
“a host of (existing) issues relating to poor
internet coverage and slow speeds”.
“It is anticipated that while not being
100 per cent effective in resolving all these
issues, the enhanced technology will go a
long way to improving telecommunications
for the people of this Shire,” Mr Scott said.
“It represents a significant opportunity
for the Shire of Toodyay to experience a
comparative advantage over other regional
communities that were unfortunate enough
not to be on the proposed NBN route.”
NBN Co, which is managing the national
broadband roll-out, admitted to The Herald
in February that Toodyay’s five new wireless
towers will have a broadcast range of only
five to seven kilometres.
This means residents in Bejoording,
Morangup, Bolgart and other outlying areas
will have to wait another two years for the
launch of a new communications satellite
for faster internet speeds.
NBN Co says the new towers are expected
to be operational in the first half of next year.

TOODYAY
PHYSIOTHERAPY
SERVICES
Weekdays
Ph: 9574 4445

DEAN BUTLER
ALMA BEARD COMMUNITY CENTRE
81 STIRLING TERRACE TOODYAY

This sign was left across a farm access crossing
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In the swim
IT’S BEEN a long time coming, but the
Shire has finally approved an ambitious
master plan for a Toodyay Sport and
Recreation Precinct – and six-lane public
swimming pool.
The entire project will take eight years to
build and there’s no money for it yet, but
a new aquatic centre is now firmly on the
books for what is to come.
Local community input into the Shire’s
2013-2023 Strategic Community Plan
listed a new pool and recreation centre as
priority items for a growing community.
Most respondents endorsed the Shire’s
plan to raise rates by five per cent a year
above inflation to help pay for it and other
much-needed community infrastructure.
If much smaller towns like Cunderdin
and Wundowie can have public swimming
pools, why not Toodyay?
One has only to travel to Northam
during the hot summer months to see the
tremendous social value of having an
aquatic centre for kids and adults alike.
Not only does it provide an essential
opportunity for every young child to learn
to swim in school summer vacation classes
but is also a healthy outlet for youngsters to
burn off excess energy while having fun.
Northam pool provides many hours
of happy enjoyment for kids to frolic
on inflatable play equipment instead of
roaming the streets bored and restless.
For young mothers, the chance to
relax with toddlers in the cool of a shady
wading pool will bring welcome relief
from relentlessly hot summer days when
temperatures nudge 50C.
And with an ageing demographic –
Toodyay’s median age was 46 years in the
2011 Census compared with 37 nationally
– lap swimming and aqua aerobics offer a
beneficial form of exercise for older people.
It’s a shame it will be only a summer pool
to save costs, but perhaps that may change
if sufficient winter demand exists.
Toodyay has shown itself to be unique
compared with other country towns and
may well prove itself again to be different.
Meanwhile, the job is ahead of Toodyay
Shire Councillors, staff, local MPs and the
entire community to help ensure this longawaited dream comes to fruition.
A public meeting is planned for 6pm June
17 at the Toodyay Community Centre (next
to the Medical Centre in Stirling Terrace),
followed by the first round of Government
funding applications in July.
A new Sport and Recreation Precinct will
be a community asset for generations to
come – and we’re now in the swim.

For your rural, business
and individual taxation and
ﬁnancial solutions
210 Fitzgerald St, Northam
Phone: 9622 2822
Fax: 9622 3577
Sandy Hatherley (Director): 0417 912 923
Email: sandy.hatherley@rsmi.com.au

The way we were: Donegan’s Store 1902, on the corner of Stirling Terrace and Piesse Street (now an empty block next to the
Freemason’s Hotel). Photograph courtesy Robyn Taylor from her book ‘Old Toodyay and Newcastle’ (Toodyay Public Library)

letters
Climate sham

STIRLING HAMILTON (April Herald)
makes it clear he is a strong advocate of the
notion of human-induced global warming in
his Page 2 ‘Ol’ Blind Joe’ column under the
heading ‘Environment’.
He ignores scientific truths and historical
facts on this subject, such as the following:
• Despite best efforts by vested interests
worldwide to infer otherwise, there
is no evidence that carbon, C02, or
greenhouse gasses cause climate change
– anthropogenic or otherwise – as shown
by independent scientists and admitted by
the Vice-Chair of the International Panel
on Climate Change in 2008.
• Temperatures are not rising and haven’t
for 17 years despite best efforts to
make us think otherwise by the IPCC,
CSIRO, Climate Commission and vested
interests, including corruption in the way
temperature recording devices are located,
as exposed by Dr David Evans, Dr Roy
Spencer, Professor Ian Pilmer, Professor
Bob Carter and Dr Joanna Simpson, to
name just a few independent scientists.
• CO2 is doing almost all the warming it
can. Adding twice the C02 doesn’t make
twice the difference. Carbon levels were
10 times higher in the past but the world
still slipped into an Ice Age.
Stirling laments Prime Minister Tony
Abbott’s ditching of whole departments of
‘experts’ studying climate change.
However, it is a shame that once-noble
organisations such as the CSIRO now focus
vast resources and funding towards the phony
consensus of human C02-induced climate
change.
And worse, the embarrassingly biased
ABC, most media and Green groups and the
now-defunct Climate Commission continue
to squander taxpayer funding with their
propaganda, along with wasteful government
schemes such as carbon sequestration and
renewable energy junkets that cost the earth
and deliver little if any usable energy.
Even the dumbest Australian knows that any
emission cuts we make will have virtually no
effect on world atmospheric greenhouse gases.
Paul Michael, Bolgart

Cockatoo insult

DURING THE 14 years that I wrote ‘Fly on
the Wall’ for The Toodyay Herald, I attended
more than 160 Council Meetings.
On most occasions the voting on resolutions
was very straightforward and logical.
Sometimes there were good debates on issues
that had pertinent points both for and against.

What is Thai Massage and
Thai Medical Massage
Thai Medical Massage is pressure applied to
Thai Massage Points and Lines for relief of
more than 50 minor ailments, such as muscle
sprains and pains, tennis elbow, stiffness of
the neck, lower back pains, muscle cramps,
muscle fatigue, muscle stiffness, muscular
discomfort, and nervous tension.
For more information or appointment

For more info go to:

www.watpomassage.com/2014/

Obviously I didn’t always agree with
decisions, but in the overall scheme of things
no great harm was done.
With hindsight some things were done, or
not done, that proved to be wrong.
However the councillors of the time should
not be blamed.
The issue of the Carnaby’s Cockatoo
sculpture is entirely different.
The way Council handled that emotive and
sensitive issue was shameful and insulting.
I don’t blame the proponents for walking
away in disgust from something that would
have been a great asset to Toodyay.
Peter Robinson

Organic losers

AMONG ALL THE hubbub concerning
the legal action made by organic farmer
Steve Marsh against GM farmer Michael
Baxter, the difficulty of cropping or grazing
organically seems to have been overlooked.
Many people are now keen to source
organically grown products but in a world
where chemically and genetically modified
means are preferred as the easier option by
agriculturalists, organic products are harder
to produce.
Steve Marsh’s property, because of GM
contamination by the neighbouring farm,
must have lost its organic certification.
As a result we have all lost. Our capacity
to choose organic food has been further
undermined.
The only winners appear to be the lawyers,
and the Department of Agriculture and Food
that failed to address such a situation before
lifting its moratorium on growing GM canola.
This could have huge ramifications for
organic farmers in the Avon Valley and for
those of us who value clean produce.
Maree Lewis

Once again, many thanks to all supporters
involved with this campaign.
Alice Bernal

The good fight

TO MY Community, an enormous thank
you for the continued support with the Opal
Vale Class 2 and the York, SITA Class 2/3
landfills.
It has been a long tiring and frustrating
campaign to have the community concerns
acknowledged.
The journey was simply not possible
without the enormous effort of so many
people and the support of our surrounding
neighbours from York to Chittering and
the ‘Hills’ who have stayed the distance
submitting appeals on our behalf.
At this moment in time we have not
received the outcome of the Department of
Environmental Regulation (DER) assessment
of Opal Vale’s works approval application.
I was informed DER received approximately
500 submissions (including the 472 signatures
attached to the Community submission) and
the process was taking longer than expected
due to the complexity of the points raised.
Assurance was given that all who submitted
submissions to DER will be informed once a
decision is made.
It is a reflection of the strength of our
community that although small, we are
neither complacent, nor prepared to concede
quietly to community adverse decisions.
Regardless of the outcome; well done for
fighting the good fight!
Rosemary Madacsi

Landfll thanks

I WISH TO thank the many individuals,
local businesses and community groups who
have assisted with and supported the joint
community campaign against the proposed
Opal Vale Class 2 landfill at Lot 11 Chitty
Road, Toodyay and the SITA, Allawuna
landfill in York.
In Toodyay and surrounds, many have
worked behind the scenes providing their
expertise, time and much valued assistance
with petitions, submissions, appeals, meetings,
and donations.
Your support has been greatly appreciated. A
real team effort.
In relation to the Opal Vale Works
Application, we were recently advised by the
Department of Environment Regulation (DER)
that the Toodyay Community Submission
of 472 signees against the proponent’s
application is currently being reviewed.
We were advised that the DER has recognised
the complex and important points raised
within the Toodyay Community Submission.
At present, we are waiting upon the DER
for its decision regarding Opal Vale.
DER advised that all stakeholders will be
notified once they have made a decision.
We will keep you informed of developments
as they unfold.

It was Phillip Roach’s Farm

IN LAST MONTH’S Herald, the Shire
Museum provided a Page 4 photograph of
what it believed to be the Chitty family
bagging wheat, possibly in the 1860s.
Marlene Andrijich has kindly pointed out
that the photo was actually that of Phillip
Roach’s farm, near the far end of Jumperding
Pool, and the photo was taken in 1903.
Pictured were Marlene’s great grandparents
Phillip and Esther, and their daughter Mary
Roach, (far right) who married Jim Chitty
(Marlene’s grandfather).
The scene shows the family with chaff
cutting contractors, the Beardman brothers,
cutting and bagging chaff.
Marlene and the Museam have been in
touch with each other to set the record
straight .
Editor
The Toodyay Herald invites you to have
your say in our letters page. Please email
your correspondence to toodyayherald@
westnet.com.au with your full name,
address and phone number. Letters that are
short, sharp and to the point about topical
local issues are preferred. The Herald
reserves the right to edit letters for length.

Superstar Tibetan monks
to create art with sand
THEY performed alongside The Rolling
Stones last year at Britain’s legendary
Glastonbury Festival, were nominated for a
US Grammy Award in 2010 and will spend
a week in Toodyay from June 21 to 29.
However, there won’t be any smashing
of guitars, swearing or tossing TV sets out
the window at the Toodyay Memorial Hall
in Stirling Terrace because these world
superstars offer something completely
different: enlightenment.
The Gyuto Monks of Tibet are making
their 20th visit to Australia this month and
are bringing a 600-year-old tradition of art,
meditation and a practical philosophy of life
and inspiration to the Avon Valley.
Their nine-day Toodyay stay is filled with
activities, including daily one-hour Culture
for Kids sessions with String Mandalas,
Calligraphy and other themes, public talks

THE TOODYAY HERALD June 2014 Page 5.

on subjects such as ‘Nuclear Wisdom’ and
‘Mood Control’, meditation on topics such
as ‘No More Stress’ and ‘Ageing Without
Fear’, art classes and ancient tantric rituals
‘for removing negativity’.
The Buddhist monks are also famous for
throat singing – their popular CD ‘Chants’
was launched on the Decca/Universal Music
label at the Sydney Opera House last year –
and meditative sand art.
This painstaking skill will be demonstrated
each day with the creation of a highly
complex and colourful sand mandala.
A highlight of the week will be a concert
of harmonic chanting at the Memorial Hall
at 8pm on Saturday June 28.
Tickets cost $30 each and can be booked
through http://www.heatseeker.com.au.
For more information, call Karla Dawson
or Maureen Fallon on 0412 124 678.

Gyuto monks are heading for Toodyay

A Gyuto monk uses painstaking skills to create a delicate sand mandala

Alien armies clash in CWA Hall
PITCHED battles to save mankind from
alien armies trying to dominate planet Earth
are the last thing you might expect to find in
a CWA Hall but that’s exactly what happens
every Tuesday night in Toodyay.
A small group of dedicated local wargamers
assemble their armies to fight fantasy battles
each week on specially sculpted terrain using
trestle tables normally used to serve tea and
scones.
The unusual activity is the brainchild of
Toodyay Police Const Greg Bingham, who
has had serious form as a wargamer since he
was 13 years old in high school.
“I went along to a chess session in the
school library and there were two guys there
playing Warhammer Fantasy instead,” he
said.
“I thought ‘Wow, this is way better than
chess,’ and I’ve been hooked ever since.”
Greg has twice won third place in Perth
for “Armies on Parade” and owns about 200
“pieces” worth about 3000 points.
Wargaming battles are fought by opposing
armies using models for soldiers and fighting
equipment, with dice and tape measures used
to determine who wins.
Wargamers paint their own miniatures and
use scalpels to sculpt scenery from styrofoam
and other modelling materials.

The activity is an alcohol and drug-free
community program that forms part of
a crime prevention plan for the central
Wheatbelt area.
Greg is Chairperson of the Avon Valley
Wargaming Association, which he founded
in Northam in 2011, and which opened a
Toodyay chapter in March this year.
It hosts miniature wargaming and painting
competitions for Warhammer 40k and
Warhammer Fantasy Battles, which can be
seen at www.gamesworkshop.com.
Weekly wargames are held on Tuesdays
from 5.30pm to 9.30pm at the Toodyay CWA
Hall in Stirling Terrace (next to the Garden
Centre) and are open to all boys and girls
aged 13 or older.
Gametables with terrain are provided,
along with a painting table with paints and
brushes for Association members.
Drinks and snacks are provided, and cost
from $1.
Entry for first attendees and spectators is
free. Membership costs $20 and members
pay $3 per night and non-members $5.
The Association is looking for new
members and provides tape measures,
templates and club armies for new players.
Association membership provides access
to the exclusive AVWA League, with trophies

to be won at the end of each season and
an official ‘Citadel Ultimate Paint Set’ for
painting miniatures.
For more information, phone Greg on 0400
206 464 or Dylan on 0467 316 701.

Graham Boston

Northam Jewellery and Repairs
102 Fitzgerald Street Northam
(Opp Red Rooster)

Phone: 9622 8037
Mob: 0438 919 932

REMEMBRANCE

FUNERALS
Remembering
Families

Remembering Life
100% Family owned
and operated
Saving families
thousands without
compromise

Contact Susie Lombardi
remembrancefunerals.com.au
email remembrance.susie@outlook.com
24hrs 1300 779 093 or 0430042560
Toodyay Police Const Greg Bingham and Wargame opponent Blake Hester engage in battle.

ALL PREPAIDS WELCOME & AVAILABLE

TA1316646

We Are a member of Independent Funeral
Directors Association of Australia
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Maximises surrounding natural views
The Classic Range starting from $169,300*

Introducing The Tambellup from The Classic Range. This range offers designs for smaller size blocks with owners that desire a rural design with
individuality. Two words speak volumes about The Rural Building Company: We understand. We understand lifestyle is about personal choice and
values. We understand the intuitive need to pursuit a unique sense of design and flair. We understand what it means to be committed to quality
without sacrificing sustainability; and that a home should work in harmony with its environment: country or urban. And like you, we are not happy to
follow. We are, instead, individuals who challenge conventional wisdom. Instead of following the rules - we prefer to make our own.
For more information visit ruralbuilding.com.au or call 1800 643 800.
*Northam region only. Images for illustration purposes only. Terms & conditions apply.

WE UNDERSTAND

Builders Reg No. 11421 & 11422 | CM_RAVCLSS100

Blue Light Disco fun
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40 bags of road rubbish
celebrated with snags
Bejoording Community Group
From the desk of the Badger

IT HAS been a pretty busy time up at ‘the
Shed’ this past month.
Everyone seems energised by some decent
rain, and now that the open-pit fire can be lit
at the Shed everyone is jostling for position
near the warmth as the evenings get cooler.
As mentioned in our previous column,
we had our annual Air Hockey Competition
at the end of April. Last year’s winner
Vicky Mathews made it to the final but
was beaten by a fired-up Kim Leonhardt.
Congratulations Kim.
May 4 was our annual Clean-Up Bejoording
Day, a terrific event that brings out lots of
support on a Sunday. Forty bags of rubbish
and various assorted bits of debris were
picked up along our roadsides.
This year was special for us because the
historic Locality of Bejoording just been
officially recognised under the ‘Adopt-aSpot’ scheme as Area 24.
The collection was celebrated at lunchtime
with our traditional sausage sizzle. A great
big thank you to everyone, young and old,
who contributed to the success of the day.
While the rubbish was being collected
another team of workers was cutting enough
logs for our fire-pit for the rest of winter.
At the following weekly meeting we all

enjoyed our annual Pasta Feast. We were
treated to six different and delicious dishes,
some traditional and some unique to the
cooks.
A big thankyou to Kim and Darb, Carol,
Vicky, Linda, and Allison, and I guess thanks
to the Badger who also cooked but took the
photo.
Most of us rolled home rather full – it
seems everyone tried every dish and little
was left over!
Next month our feast night is Wednesday
June 4 and the feature dish will be soup – all
sorts of hearty wholesome soups, the sort
that make you wish for a really cold night.
Supping soup around the fire is a great way
to relax with friends.
Your monthly reminder. We meet every
Wednesday evening (except in January) at
the Bejoording Community Centre which
shares premises with the local Volunteer
Bush Fire Brigade in Bejoording Road.
Come along from 6pm and leave when
it suits you. It’s strictly ‘come as you are’
casual, kids are welcome, and there are fun
events every month.
If you aren’t yet a member, come along;
we’d love to get to know you.
If you want to know more you can contact
President Barry Grey on 9574 2149, or call
The Badger on 0414 250 484. Hope to see
you soon.

MASKS often conceal, but these ones are made to reveal. They were created last month by
local carers at a free art therapy workshop to represent facing the demands of caring for
others. The masks were made from wet plaster casts of participants’ faces, then painted to
represent their feelings. The workshop ended with a celebratory lunch and photoshoot at
the Inner Visions Outer Expressions studio in Stirling Terrace.

















ABOVE: The Clean-Up team with some of the rubbish. BELOW: The woodcutters





FREE PUMP! SAVE $534
INCLUDES
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*

Within 700km of Perth

Purchase a Combo Deal - 2 x 23,000ltr (5,100 gallon)
Water tanks & receive a quality ONGA pressure Pump
ABSOLUTELY FREE!

Don’t miss out!
See your local agent or call 1800 555 185

westcoastpoly.com.au

$

Hurry Limited Offer
ends June 30th 2014

JMM 100 Onga
pressure pump
(rrp $534)
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WA’s Leading Manufacturer of Poly Water Storage Tanks
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Toodyay movie Shame
launches a career, but
Zombie was a stinker

Toodyay Theatre Group
THE YEAR 1988 was the year the movies
came to Toodyay, not once but twice, and our
town even contributed to launching the career
of a famous Australian actor.
If you were here 26 years ago you will
probably remember the excitement, the chaos
and the disruption of two feature movies
being made in Toodyay in the same year. If
you weren’t then this will come as a surprise
and send you scurrying to video hire shops,
libraries, op shops, even eBay to find copies
of these movies. I did and it was worth the
effort.
The two movies sit at opposite ends of
the ‘quality’ spectrum but both extensively
feature the town centre and some of the local
surrounds as they were back then, and both
offer glimpses of some of our locals who
were captured in crowd scenes. They’re
certainly a trip down memory lane.
The movie that has stood the test of time
and launched the movie career of DeborraLee Furness is ‘Shame’.
In “Shame” Toodyay is given the fictitious
name of Ginborak and is a town with dark
secrets, where gangs of male youths have
their way with local maidens, and where their
families are too fearful to do anything about
it.
Into this murky pool comes Deborra-Lee
Furness playing a Harley-riding big city
barrister named Asta Cadell on a touring
holiday.
She discovers what’s going on and gradually
rallies the women of the town into action,
leading to a big showdown involving the
local police, the menfolk, the wild youths,
and the women and girls.
Four separate elements in an action-filled
finale involve a death, bloodshed, car-chases,
and some strong messages about female
empowerment.
Maybe my brief synopsis trivialises the
movie a bit, but Ms Furness was a hit with

the critics, the movie was well made, albeit
in an 80s sort of way, and it enjoyed some
box office success.
It’s still shown on TV from time to time,
and I know it’s in the Toodyay Library
because that’s where I got a copy to watch.
Prominently featured in the film are The
Freemason’s Hotel and The Wendouree Tea
Rooms.
Having watched both Toodyay movies in
preparation for this story I decided to track
down a cast member from each movie.
I approached Ms Furness for a comment
about her Toodyay experience through her
publicist.
She was unable to find time for an interview
with her international commitments and
her marvellous campaigning to streamline
international child adoption, efforts which
led to the creation of National Adoption
Awareness Week.
Nevertheless Ms Furness graciously
responded with the photo below and said
“It (Toodyay) was a real outback town, like
the feeling in the movie. Western Australia
has a different hue, a different light, a raw
Australian redness to the sky. I think that’s
why filmmakers like to shoot there.”
The other movie is possibly one of the worst
movies I’ve ever seen, so bad it was enjoyable
in a perverse sort of way. ‘Zombie Brigade’
is a typical low budget Zombie horror movie.

Deborra-Lee Furness

Lizard Gully

The plot begins with greedy councillors
and property developers in a fictional country
town named Lizard Gully (no reflection
on Toodyay Shire Council but certainly a
proposition that’s not hard to accept these
days).
In order to clear land for a theme park
development they destroy a war memorial in
the dead of night and many soldiers buried
in the local cemetery rise from their graves
as Zombies to seek revenge on the town.
The film is politically incorrect in many
ways with Asian and Aboriginal stereotypes,
false mythologies, and a chaotic, confused
second half that barely makes any sense at
all, but more of that later.
It never achieved cinema release but made
a profit in the video market taking on almost
cult status in some Asian and Latin American
countries. Virtually impossible to find on
video or DVD, it can be found in its entirety
on YouTube.
Prominently featured in this film is the
Victoria Hotel side of Stirling Terrace and
the film is notable for the era for featuring
a young Aboriginal actor, John Moore, in
the romantic/heroic lead playing opposite a
non-Aboriginal actress.
Ironically it’s not the acting that’s bad in
this movie, it’s the script, the story and the
production values.
An actor who was in both movies, with a
very small role playing a bar maid in Shame
and a bigger role as Rita the brothel madam
in Zombie Brigade, has the wonderful ‘could
only be an actor’ real name of Maggie WildeWest, and she happily shared some of her
Zombie Brigade memories with me.
“I think I had parts in most films made in

UNIQUELY TOODYAY

Maggie Wilde-West
WA in the 80s, I even won a Best Actor Award
(WA) in 1984. At the time Zombie Brigade
was made in 1988 I was already contracted
to do another film but there were some delays
in starting the project and the producers of
Zombie Brigade assured me we could fulfil
all my obligations to the film in the time gap
I had available, and when you are an actor in
Perth work is work!
“Things started out well but there were
problems between the producer, Charlie
Musca, and the original director right from
the beginning and he had to take over as
Director as well. There was a very small
budget for the film so we couldn’t stay in
Toodyay and the cast and crew were driven
backwards and forwards from Perth each day,
which made for long and tiring days. The
local council put restrictions on how much
we could disrupt town life, and most of the
night time shoots had to be done in one night
because there was insufficient budget for the
overtime.
”There were numerous production problems
and things started to get seriously behind
time. Other members of the cast, like me,
had other contracts to fulfil, so every day
someone else had disappeared from the set
to work elsewhere, requiring constant script
changes.
By the last third of the film things had got
so chaotic that we worked virtually without

a script, writing the story as we went along,
which is why you found the film almost
incomprehensible toward the end.
My own character, Rita the brothel madam,
was meant to survive as there was some talk
of a sequel being made at one stage, but I too
ran out of time and my next production sent
a car with a big beefy driver to take me back
to Perth with no more time extension.
Consequently during the last scene in which
I’m seen, when the police station where many
towns people are seeking refuge is under
attack from the Zombies, I’m seen ducking
down behind the police counter never to
appear again. Better that than being killed off.
All the while my driver was waiting outside
the set to rush me back to Perth.
“Eventually the film was completed and
edited together as well as possible, and
went direct to the video rental market.
Subsequently I have received fan mail
from Latin America and Asia, and the film
ended up making a profit. I still do some
performance work but my primary role today
is as director of a wonderful vocal ensemble
in Perth called Voiceworks.”
Many locals remember watching the
making of the movies. Many can tell you
exactly which paddock was used for which
scene, where the petrol station was, what it
was like when the stunt rider took DeborraLee Furness’s Harley down the main street
at high speed up on its rear wheel.
Some locals even got included in ‘crowd’
scenes.
Will it ever happen again? Who knows? The
industry is warming once more to WA and we
have a very photogenic town, so maybe we’ll
be on the big screen again one day.

Authentic Thai Cuisine
Open Wednesday, Thursday and Sunday 11am to 7.30pm
Open Friday and Saturday 11am to 8.30pm
(Closed daily between 2pm and 4pm)
Phone and Fax Orders Welcome

9574 4124
EFTPOS Available
Shop 4, 4 Piesse Street
TOODYAY W.A. 6566
(At the entrance to IGA)
TA1343616

Keeping You Warm This Winter
NEW

We supply, install and service an extensive range of wood heaters, stoves, outdoor firepits and accessories
Come in and see us, your local wood heating specialists

wwww.cdaair.com

Local business Divine Harvest now has
a selection of their products
in store:
o fresh organic coffee
o WA biodynamic oats & flour
o littlesweet bake mixes
o reusable and sustainable products

Come and visit us!
Open 7 days 10-4 | Stirling Tce Toodyay | Ph: 9574 5385

4 Henrietta St, York & 244 Fitzgerald St, Northam

9641 2144 & 9622 5044
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Drug busts, break-ins and dodgy utes
Police Beat
With Sgt Warren Conder and Snr
Const. Nicky Turner
TOODYAY Police have been busy with a
spate of break-ins around town, suspicious
vehicles on farms, three drug busts and
international fraudsters trying to gain access
to people’s online bank accounts.
The Toodyay Pharmacy in Stirling Terrace
was broken into early on Saturday morning
May 24 when two male thieves forced the
front door after driving to Toodyay in a
white late model Hyundai i30, stolen in
Northam.
The car was later found abandoned in
Northam and seized by police for forensic
tests.
T h e p h a r m a c y r o b b e r y t a rg e t e d
Pseudoephedrine, which the local chemist
doesn’t stock. Inquiries are continuing.
Toodyay’s Community Resource Centre
and local Laundromat were also broken into
a few days later.
One the same night, Vince’s Restaurant
and Pizza Bar was broken into via a side
window and a small amount of cash stolen.
Police believe these were opportunistic
break-ins, targeting electrical equipment
and cash.
Good forensic evidence was obtained,
and police expect to soon know who is
responsible.
The Hidden Gem cafe, clothing shop and
health spa was broken into on May 14 and
thieves tried to open a locked safe using a
drill, hacksaw and angle grinder.
After failing to crack the safe, they stole
some food and left.

Forensics request
PEOPLE who discover a break-in at their
home or work are requested not to touch
anything and to leave everything as is.
Please call police immediately so we can
attend quickly while any evidence is still
fresh.
What is happening at the moment is that
people naturally want to clean up their home
or business and get back to normal as soon
as possible.
However, the result is that local police are
losing good forensic opportunities because
the crime scene is either cleaned up or
compromised.
We understand that sometimes it’s
unavoidable, and that’s OK, but if possible,
please leave everything as you found it for
police to examine.

Computer scam

POLICE have received numerous reports
about residents being phoned by fraudsters
claiming to be from reputable computer
companies such as Microsoft.
The callers claim they (eg: Microsoft)
have recorded ongoing issues with the
person’s home computer which can be fixed
with a $20 upgrade package.
The caller then requests personal
identification and password numbers which
provides control of the victim’s computer to
offshore criminals with access to personal
details such as banking, etc.
Some fraudsters also pose as banks or
credit companies.
Toodyay Police are urging all local
residents to be aware of such scammers and
to be vigilant about requests from unknown
callers who ask for their personal details
over the phone.
Banks never ask for a Personal Identity
Number (PIN) over the phone.
If you think you have been called by a
scammer, simply hang up.
If in doubt, we suggest you follow up with
a call to the purported company to confirm
if the call or request is genuine.
To avoid such calls, people can phone
1300 792 958 to add their telephone number
to a ‘Do Not Call’ register managed by the
Australian Communications and Media
Authority.

Suspicious vehicles
LOCAL police are asking residents to
be vigilant and to keep an eye out for
suspicious vehicles after several reports of
one or two late-model white utilities – one
with a canopy – entering farming properties
and ‘casing’ out houses and sheds.
These particular criminals are quite brazen
in their behaviour and don’t seem to care if
anyone is home or not.
They depart when challenged.
Police are asking people to call 131444 to
report any suspicious vehicles or people on
property.
It would be helpful if you can photograph
or record a vehicle registration number
without putting yourself at risk.
“We have had quite a few reports but they
are usually a day or more after the event,”
Sgt Conder said.
“The information is still good but it would
be great to catch them at the scene.
“We were close one evening but missed
them by just a few minutes.”

Drug busts

SEVEN people were charged with a total
of 16 offences after police used warrants
to search three properties in Toodyay and
Julimar, and found various quantities of
illicit drugs and drug paraphernalia.
A May 19 search of a Julimar property
discovered 69 grams of cannabis in a big
bag and four cannabis plants.

High Tea

Higher fines include $200 for
dropping cigarette butts
Toodyay Neighbourhood And
Rural Watch
Desraé Clarke

THROWING or dropping litter – even
unintentionally – is against the law.
Dumping rubbish of any kind on any land
not specified as a waste facility is considered
littering.
Illegal dumping is a term used when people
go out of their way to dump goods in places
such as bushland, national parks, vacant land,
building sites, household rubbish in public
bins, charity bins, etc..
Illegal dumping can attract a $200
infringement notice under the WA Litter
Act 1979 or cost thousands of dollars in fines
if taken to court.
Higher penalties for a range of littering
offences came into effect last year.
Dropping cigarette butts increased from
$75 to $200 for individuals and $500 for
corporations (businesses).
Fines for some offences increased
from $500 for individuals to $2000 for
corporations.
Court fines increased to $5000 for
individuals and $10,000 for corporations.
Where litter is thrown from a vehicle, the
registered owner is held responsible unless
the driver can be identified.
Check the Keep Australia Beautiful
website for new WA litter fact sheets about
fines for a range of offences ranging from
illegal dumping to dog droppings.
If you see illegal littering, please record as
much information as possible, including:
• Time

Date
Area
Colour and type of vehicle
Registration of vehicle and trailer (two
different plates)
• Photograph, if possible
• Number of people involved.
Illegal dumping and littering should
be reported to 1300 766 541, Toodyay
Police on 9574 9555 or Crimestoppers on
1800 333 000.

A special fundraiser event to help Siobhan
dance her way to New York City
At the Toodyay CWA Hall
Sunday 22nd June from 2.00 to 4.00

•
•
•
•

TOODYAY
EMU FARM

Walk amongst “Free Range Emus”
in natural bushland
• Guided Tours
• Emu Products Shop
• Dining Area
• Tea and Coffee
• Ice Cream and Cool Drinks
• Toilets
• Ample Parking
Coach and School Groups by Appointment

Open Daily 10AM – 4PM
Phone 9574 1415

A police raid on a Toodyay property
on May 26 netted 26 grams of cannabis,
drug paraphernalia and a small quantity of
amphetamines.
When police returned to the same house
three days later, they found more cannabis
and more drug paraphernalia.
The alleged offenders were due to appear
in Northam Magistrates Court this month.

Door prizes and raffles

Special performances by Siobhan Orgles
Adults $20, Children $10
Tickets available from Wendouree Tea Rooms

I & R REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE
BUILDING & PROPERTY SERVICES
All types of Building repairs
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Carpentry
Glass repairs
Screen doors and flyscreen repairs
Water collection repairs (gutters, downpipes etc)
Asbestos removal (Lic No. WARL01)
Roof repairs (inc harness points)
Yard and property clean ups
“All areas”
Contact Ross for all repairs
Office 9574 4019 or 0418 941 680 mobile
Email: irrepairsmaintenance@iinet.net.au
ABN 38433894229
Your local repairer for 10 years
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Former Editor
nominated for
State Award

What we’ll get with $27m sporting HQ

ABOVE: The planned new sporting
complex with the Aquatic Centre in the
area marked 11 immediately below the
football oval. LEFT: Architect Peter
Hunt’s perspective of the planned layout

Buckle up for
RoadWise quiz
Toodyay YouthCARE Council
(Chaplaincy)
Vivienne Freeman, Secretary

PATTERSON

BUILDING

MAINTENANCE
Sean Patterson
Builder

Ph 0417 541 172

seanpatterson@live.com.au
All aspects of building
work undertaken
House builds
Extensions
Brick or stone
Roof and gutter work

ATTENTION quiz buffs.
Toodyay YouthCARE will be holding a
quiz night on Saturday 28 June 2014.
All funds are going towards Chaplaincy at
our local district high school.
Posters will be in various shop windows
with all the information.
There will be lots of prizes, raffles, auction
items and laughs. RoadWise have donated a
$200 prize and there will be a winning table
prize of $160.
Bookings are essential. Contact person is
Vivienne Freeman, 9574 4915 or freeos@
iinet.net.au.
The Federal Government has announced
that they will continue funding the national
Chaplaincy Program with $243 million over
the next four years.
This will ensure that our students, staff and
parents will have continuation of this very
valuable service.
Our school chaplain, Robyn Sinclair,
has met with the Toodyay Shire regarding
concerns that our young people do not have a
facility for recreation to call their own within
the town.
A further meeting with the relevant youth
stakeholders and the Shire is to be held in
the not too distant future.
The school breakfast club is available on
Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings
prior to commencement of the school day.
Everyone is welcome.

SOLAR

Installed and supported by
your local solar specialists

FORMER Toodyay Herald editor Samantha
Connor has been recognised for her
contributions to the community by being
nominated as a finalist in the 2014 Western
Australian of the Year Awards.
Samantha, who is a disability advocate and
Scout leader, was nominated in the Community
Award category for ‘excellence in commitment
to, and contribution towards, improving the
quality of lives in the WA community’.
Nicola Forrest, wife of WA billionaire mining
magnate Andrew Forrest, was announced the
Community Award winner last month.
Samantha says the nomination was
nevertheless a surprise and great honour.
The other finalists were Annie Fogarty AM
and Dr Graham Forward.
“Philanthropists and entrepreneurs often
feature in these types of awards and it is
not often that advocates and activists are
recognised for the work they carry out to
address disadvantage,” Samantha said.
“There are many hardworking WA advocates
who are equally worthy of this nomination,
and I am proud to be part of the WA disability
sector.”
Samantha says her experience as a person
with a degenerative disability and as a parent of
children with disability has shaped her passion
for this type of work.
“I have limb girdle muscular dystrophy,
which is a degenerative condition, and it
surprised me when I became a wheelchair user
that people treated me very differently,” she
said.
“It affected every part of my life – my work,
my social life and my ability to visit places I
had previously been able to move easily.
“The problem is not with the disability but
the attitudes of people towards disability,
access and inclusion.
“I consider myself really lucky to live in a
town where there is a real intent to include
people with disability in everyday life – I want
to work towards making discrimination a thing
of the past.”
Samantha is a board member of People with
Disability Australia and People with Disability
WA, and is a member of the WA Ministerial
Advisory Council on Disability.
Her work includes bushfire relief as a leader
in Scouting, working with young people in
Toodyay in the Scouting and Venturer sections,
and advocacy for people with a disability and
their families.

Install now before
rebates end

With rebates soon likely to be removed and
solar pricing at an all time low, now is the
time to install solar before prices rise.
Solar will significantly reduce your energy
bill forever. Systems can pay-back in under
4 years and Electricity pricing is only going
to continue rising.
Call us today for a free in-home quote and
kill your power bill tomorrow.
visit www.cdaair.com

4 Henrietta St, York & 244 Fitzgerald St, Northam

9641 2144 & 9622 5044

EC10485

THE TOODYAY HERALD June 2014 Page 11.

emergency services
Taking old faithful Big Kev apart
Bejoording Volunteer Bushfire
Brigade

Welcome rains make for
busy fire season ahead
Julimar Volunteer Bush Fire
Brigade

THE fire season is over, the AGM has come
and gone, and now it’s time for housekeeping, for taking stock, for catching up
with training, and generally getting prepared
for next season.
On Sunday July 27 we have committed to
a day of orientation for all members.
The 12.2 fire unit will visit from Toodyay
Central and members will be shown all
aspects of this unit and its equipment and
how everything operates.
Following that, our own old faithful,
Big Kev, will be taken apart and put back
together to familiarise our members with all
equipment and operating procedures.
If you weren’t at the meeting this month
and can diarise this day, the more attendees
the better.
Upgrades and maintenance to facilities and
amenities at the Fire Shed were discussed
and action plans put into place. Serious work
will commence on the establishment of our
Cadet Brigade.
Congratulations to Ben Den Boer and Alan
Jelly who received training certificates for
courses completed.
The Brigade faces two challenges in the
short term – finance and new members.
Members are asked for bright ideas for
fundraising and to speak to their friends and
neighbours to entice new volunteers.
Our next regular meeting will be Tuesday
June 17. Please submit apologies to Fiona
Glossop in the usual way.
The Bejoording Volunteer Bush Fire
Brigade asks you to remember to always plan
and prepare before lighting any fire for any
reason and have a clear contingency strategy
in place should things get out of control.
Even at the safest times of the year, fires
can pose a risk to people and property,
whether it’s burning off on your acreage or
a backyard bonfire, so take care. Advice is
free but getting it wrong can be expensive.
If you have any questions you can contact

Tim Walker

Captain Lawrence Hayward on 9574 5106,
or the Badger on 9574 4834.
Please leave a message if we’re not there.

WHAT a magnificent month of rain for
May and long may it continue without that
disastrous “no rain” seen in June last year.
Farmers will be ecstatic; it points to another
good year – and a busy fire season.

Awesome job with hamburgers
Coondle Nunile Volunteer
Bush Fire Brigade
Deb Bowen

WASN’T it great to see the rain? Within a
few days sprouts of green could be seen and
now full paddocks are green.
Even though our fire season is over we
still have volunteers who, if called upon
throughout the winter months, will throw on
their yellows and attend any fires that may
become out of control.
If burning, be prepared as the threat is
always there.

We would like to say a huge thank you to
all who supported us by buying one of our
hamburgers at the Moodyne Festival.
Also, thank you to all our volunteers, new
and old, for their awesome job organising for
the big day and on the day. What a awesome
job done by all.
Finally, if you have ever driven past
Coondle fire shed and wondered what we
are about or need more information about
becoming a volunteer fire fighter, we would
love to meet you.
Drop in any Friday night from 5pm or call
Captain Mark Middleton on 0417 908 177.

Our April meeting was held over to May
so we could hold our AGM the same time.
Brian Salmond gave his usual training
officer’s report and announced he will stand
down from the position.
The brigade sincerely thanks Brian for his
time and input into the training role.
Christmas in July this year will be a bus
trip to the Jennacubbine Tavern for a yummy
steak dinner on July 19.
All those wanting to go are urged to
provide their names so numbers can be
confirmed with the tavern.
Alison and Charlie Wroth thanked the
Brigade for helping this season’s stubble
burning and provided a $500 cheque.
Those involved said it was a very good
training and familiarisation exercise on the
trucks.
All Brigade position nominations were
filled without requiring a vote. Captain and
lieutenant positions remained as per last year.
The Chair thanked nominees and wished
them well for the coming fire season.
June’s training starts this coming Sunday,
June 8 and continues for different groups on
the next two Sundays. Make sure you’ve let
Peter know when you’re available.
Next meeting June 20.

Shire concerned at drop in volunteer firefighter numbers
Toodyay Central Volunteer
Bush Fire Brigade
Desraé Clarke

OUR MAY 27 AGM was well attended by
members and supporters, including Corry
Munson, Community Emergencies Services
Manager, and followed by a delicious supper.
Corry’s Shire update noted a drop in
volunteer bush fire fighter numbers throughout
the Shire.
Those elected to executive positions for the

next 12 months are Captain Mick McKeown,
Chairperson Paul Thompson, Secretary/
Treasurer Wayne Clarke and Training Officer
Heather Wearmouth.
An Introductory Fire Fighting Course will
be held on Sunday June 15 from 8.30am to
5pm. For more information, please call Captain
Mick on 9574 2132.
If you live in the Central area, please come
to this informative educational session as we
need you.
It is also imperative for members to attend
annual instruction in the use of special fire

blankets in a ‘Burnover Blanket Use and Drill’.
This drill is essential for the safety of fire
ground crews and supporters. A date for this
follow-up drill will be announced before the
next fire season starts.
New members are most welcome to the next
general meeting at 7.30pm on Tuesday July 22
at the Fire and Emergency Services Centre,
Stirling Terrace, Toodyay.
To join our Brigade, please contact Captain
Mick McKeown on 9574 2132, Secretary
Wayne Clarke on 6364 3609 or email:
2jcentralvbfb@westnet.com.au.

MIXED RED WINE 6 PACK

$

34.99
each

Captain Morgan
Spiced Rum
700ml

$

43.99
each

Jack Daniel’s or
Jack Daniel’s Honey
700ml

$

6 $60

32.99
each

Eristoff Vodka
700ml

FOR

The Haven Barossa Shiraz, Secret View Margaret River Cabernet Merlot,
Madﬁsh Premium Dry Red, Sandalford Margaret River Cabernet Merlot,
Evans & Tate Breathing Space Cabernet Sauvignon and Taylors Estate Shiraz. 750ml.

$39.99
each
Tooheys Extra Dry
24x345ml Stubbies

$

9.99
each

Evans & Tate
Classic White
750ml

$

7.99
each

Hawkins Estate
Range
750ml

19.99
each

$

Croser NV
Sparkling
750ml

Specials valid 1/6/2014 - 30/6/2014

DUC0106141/2pgTOH

Down Under Cellars supports the responsible service
and consumption of alcohol ID 25.

VIEW OUR FULL
CATALOGUE AT:

MORE BEER SPECIALS IN STORE.

Stable Liquor

Toodyay

Shop 1 105 Stirling Terrace

9574 2653

downundercellars.com.au

FOLLOW US

Page 12. THE TOODYAY HERALD June 2014

Unique remains of once-grand scheme
Toodyay Historical Society
Beth Frayne
Events Co-ordinator

TOODYAY Historical Society folk had
a ball at the 30th Moondyne Festival
on Sunday May 4, with ‘convict’ Greg
Warburton’s Carnival Cut-out being a great
draw-card and donation gatherer, assisted
by Milton Baxter’s spruiking efforts.
Many thanks to all who assisted at our
stall, bought our books, viewed Jenny’s
Moondyne Joe display, and asked us
interesting questions.
Our first general meeting on May 21
in our new venue, the CWA Hall, was
successful, with Vice President Milton
Baxter giving an illustrated short talk
entitled ‘Money, Money, Money.’, which
told of his role in the discovery of the first
£1 bank notes used in the Swan River
Colony in 1833.
Beth Frayne followed with an expose
on what sort of information and old
pub advertisements you can find about
Toodyay and Newcastle in the annual
WA almanack (E. Stirling & Sons), later
Stirling, Sholl & Co. of the Inquirer Press,
from 1853 to 1874.
Syred’s Cottage (c. 1859), Bejoording
Our Sunday excursion on May 25 was spent
cleaning the interior of this wonderful old
cottage, and some general maintenance
outside.
Otherwise known as Bejoording
Homestead, this farming complex is part
of the only known example in WA of what
was to be an agricultural workers’ village
based on the English model.
The homestead, and remnants of the
commonage, is all that remains of this
grand scheme.
Next month’s Featured Speaker on June
18 (7pm, CWA Hall) will be Shire Museum
Curator Margie Eberle giving a fascinating
illustrated talk entitled ‘Not just barefoot
and pregnant – but much, much more!

Searching for women’s stories in Toodyay,
Western Australia.’
Our next excursion is a Historic Industrial
Sites tour, led by Jenny Edgecombe, and
visiting and seeing sites, but not necessarily
entering them (such as Gumley’s Mill, the
Industrial Extracts Factory, Clackline
Refractories, Wundowie Iron and Steel
Industry) and finishing up with lunch in
the Wundowie area.

congratulations!
Congratulations to the Toodyay Community,
the Shire of Toodyay and the Toodyay AvonLink
Supporters Group for the successful
campaign to save the AvonLink.
Thank you to ShaNe Love, Mia Davies,
Paul Brown and Martin Aldridge for their
support in securing Royalties for Regions
funding to support the AvonLink for the
next 3 years.
Thanks also to the Wheatbelt Development
Commission and TransWA for all the work in
preparing the business case.
Shire of Toodyay

Meet at the Toodyay Visitor Centre at
9am; BYO everything.
On July 4-5 (all Friday and Saturday
morning), THS will hold its annual raffle
stall outside Toodyay IGA.
Lotterywest scratchies and Kaye
Nielsen’s framed cross-stitch are the
prizes; Beth will send out a Raffle Roster
soon.
For information or assistance related

to the Toodyay Historical Society, please
contact the Secretary Desrae Clarke
via email: desraec@westnet.com.au or
phone committee member Beth Frayne on
9574 5971.
Our headquarters are at Donegan’s
Cottage (in the Showgrounds), which is
open to the public every Thursday, 1pm3pm. Membership is $10; postal address:
PO Box 32, Toodyay WA 6566.

THS members at the Syred’s Cottage cleanup. (Photo: WC Clarke, 2014)

Something different in Toodyay

Mad Cow Cottage
82 Stirling Terrace

A small cottage shop selling original hand painted artwork
and home decor accessories; along with other homeware
items and soft furnishings which we consider innovative,
unusual or uniquely different. Affordable prices.
Come along and meet the mad cow and
accomplice at the cottage and view
the individual displays presented in each room.
Grazing hours:
usually Wednesday to Sunday 10am - 4pm
any other time the mad cow is in residence.

Otherwise we can be contacted
on our not-so-smart phones.
Jane: 0420 681 710 | Brad: 0419 199 268
or email: grangranjane@gmail.com
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Cane Toad purrs like a telephone dial tone
Python Watch
Desraé Clarke

WITH the extending range of the introduced
Cane or Marine Toad in Australia, the
Burrowing Frogs of the southwest portion of
our State may be mistaken for the introduced
pest, though there are significant differences
between our Burrowing Frogs and the Cane
Toad.
The toad of South and Central America,
was introduced to northern Queensland in
1935 to control insect pests plaguing the cane
fields.
However, the toad has now infiltrated
the northern rivers of NSW and extended
its range into Western Queensland, the
Northern Territory and far north Western
Australia, causing devastating losses of
native creatures such as the Johnson’s
Crocodile, (a freshwater species), monitors,
quolls and turtles.

Recognition

Winery and choccies in June
Autumn Club
Autumn Leaf

MAY was a quiet month but we did have a
visit from the Northam Carpet Bowls Club.
After morning and afternoon teas, an
afternoon of bowls and a good chat to keep
us up with the local news, we said goodbye
and look forward to a return visit to Northam
in the near future.
Our clean-up day at Telegraph Road on
Monday May 5 kept us busy when we
collected six bags of rubbish between the
rain drops.
Thanks to Freda, Tina, Jim, Wes and Mike
for a good clean-up job.
Our monthly meeting was held on
Wednesday May 28.
Items of interest coming up include a visit

from the York Seniors Club on Wednesday
June 18 and an outing in the Toodyay
Community Bus to a winery and chocolate
factory in Middle Swan on Thursday June
26.
Our lunch party is planned for Monday
June 30 at Sweethearts Cafe in Stirling
Terrace, starting at noon.
A joint outing is planned with the COCOA
Club on Sunday August 17 to the Tivoli
Variety Club in Applecross.
Autumn Club meetings have been a bit
quiet lately because Jeff has not been with
us for a while and we hope all is well.
This month’s birthdays are: Doreen Higbee
on June 16 and Kath Chitty on June 24.
We wish them both a very happy birthday
and many more to come.

The Cane or Marine Toad has a snout vent
length (SVL) of 150mm, with the largest
creature found measuring SVL 240mm and
weighing 1.36kg.
It has a distinctive pair of high bony ridges
that extend forward to meet on the snout
between the nostrils, a feature not present
in burrowing frogs.
The skin has a dry, leathery texture and is
extremely warty with a dark brown top to
each wart, whereas our frogs are slippery
and moist.
It has horizontal eye pupils, whereas the
Burrowing Frog species has a vertical eye
pupil – a most important identifying factor.
The toad’s large eardrums are placed just
behind and slightly lower than their eye level.
The large glands containing the highly
toxic milky fluid are situated behind the
eardrums.
The toad can eject the toxic fluid up to a
metre if irritated.
The fluid is highly poisonous to all

creatures, including humans, and can
kill birds, quolls, Johnson’s Freshwater
Crocodiles, turtles, large monitors and
investigating pets.
The toad can be grey, brown, olive brown
or reddish brown above with a whitish or
yellowish belly.
The front limbs have separated fingers and
the back legs have webs between the toes.
The toad lays eggs in either temporary
or permanent, still or slow-moving waters
and the eggs grow to become tadpoles and
eventually the adult toad.
The ground-foraging toad seeks insects in a
variety of habitats of rainforest, woodlands,
grasslands, beach dunes, roadways and
suburban gardens.
The toad call is a ‘purring’ sound, similar
to that of a telephone dialling tone.

Finding a Cane Toad
If you suspect you may have located a toad,
isolate it and call the Cane Toad Hotline on
1800 44 9453.
Information and photograph kindly supplied
by Steve Parish Publishing Pty Ltd from
‘Amazing Facts about Australian Frogs and
Reptiles’

Big Brekkie raises
$500 for cancer
Tuesday Knitting Group

Tuesday Knitting Group ladies held a
Biggest Morning Tea at Pioneer Place to raise
funds for the Cancer Council.
Thanks to everyone who provided luscious
morning tea and donated prizes, and to those
who attended.
Prizes were won by doing well in the quiz
(too hard Bel) and lucky spot chairs.
There were also raffle and door prizes.
We raised $500 for cancer research, a
magnificent effort – well done everyone.

Clare Love

Beauty therapist
Wed 9am - 6pm
Thurs 9am - 6pm
Fri 9am - 3pm
Sat 9am - 1pm
For an appointment
please call 9574 5771

Ethereal mornings in the mist
My View

New location

2 Duke Street North, Toodyay

Same great friendly service!
Waxing, tinting, facials including deep cleanse,
make-up for special occasions, manicures, pedicures,
CND shellac, Aromatherapy bath, neck and shoulder massage.
If unsure - please ask.

Also hosting nail technician Chandell’e Lee
for Gel and Acrylic nails,
CND shellac, manicures and pedicures.
Available by appointment - phone 0419 655 277

Anne Skinner
LIKE most residents in Toodyay we await the
winter months in the hope of our water tanks
being filled again and of course for the crops.
As Murphy’s law decrees the first real rains
came a few days after our two loads of water
were delivered, but apart from the excitement
of anticipated rains, I always look forward to
this time of year for the ethereal mornings.
I have not been disappointed so far; I never
am.
My first real surprise came as I left our
property to go into town in glorious sunshine.
As I reached the top of Drummondi Drive, I
did my ‘oh my goodness’ thing, as there in
the valley reaching all the way down to the
racecourse was my long awaited, for want
of a better word, mist.
In the space of a few moments the bright
sunshine was replaced with an eerie sense
of otherworldliness and my imagination ran
riot.
I pulled over as I often do, just to absorb
once again the beauty that surrounds us, and
although the valley and all its loveliness had
gone momentarily, the scene that replaced it
was breathtaking.

It can be so dense that it seems as though
walking out there would be no problem.
These are my inhaling moments, with my
breath taken away in the next.
It never ceases to amaze me how this mist
can get trapped in our valley and often stay
so long before the sun’s rays finally burn it
all away to return another day.
Some days it can last until midday and
others it is gone in a few minutes. But, for
however long it stays I must say I envy the
few residents in this particular area.
I live further around the corner and our
ethereal view is often all the way up to our
front door. It gives us the wonderful ‘cut-off’
feeling from the rest of the world, while our
gum and banksia trees poke their uppermost
branches up through the mist in what appears
to be their attempt to breathe.
I too breathe these moments in memory
of childhood long gone, with fairies at the
bottom of my garden and careless abandon
where the bad world did not encroach and
only what I saw was real, and it belonged to
me.
The mist is welcome to come again, no
matter how fragile it seems, because for a
few moments I can remember.
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When you need a local
builder we’ll be here
Having a custom designed and built home is not a spur of the moment
decision. It usually comes about when you want your home to suit your
lifestyle rather than �it your lifestyle into one that is no longer suitable.
When this time comes, consider the local custom build
people that you can trust to turn your ideas into reality
and get the job done on time, on budget with a
minimum of stress.
This isn’t a promise we make lightly it is
one we stand by.

Stallion Homes has
been designing and
custom building
affordable
homes for
families
using local
tradespeople from the
district for many years. We
build from the Perth Hills to
anywhere across the Central
Wheatbelt.

Visit our website and �ind out what
quality, integrity and affordability can
really mean for you when you build your
new home.
We look forward to helping you turn
your dream into reality.

1 4 M it c h el l Av en u e, Nort h a m , wa 6 4 0 1
Tel ep hon e: ( 0 8 ) 9 6 2 1 2 0 2 0
fac s imil e: ( 0 8 ) 9 6 2 1 2 0 6 0
E m a il : c u s t o m b u i l d @s t a l l io n h o m e s . c o m . a u
Re g No. 134 11

1300 21 2020 • www.stallionhomes.com.au
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Mothers’ Day gifts

Gearing up for the tidy judges

Toodyay Tidy Towns

Greg Warburton and Beth Frayne
Toodyay Tidy Towns Committee

IT WAS Happy Mothers’ Day at Bendigo
Toodyay and Districts Community Bank for
Pam Watkins and 49 other lucky Toodyay
mums when local staff helped celebrate
their big day with the bank’s annual gift
of free Mothers’ Day flowers. Staff handed
out chysanthemum stems on the Friday and
Saturday before Mothers’ Day on Sunday
May 11 to thank Toodyay for its support in
being part of the town’s vibrant community.

TWO Tidy Towns judges, Jo Gray and Gail
Dodd, are visiting Toodyay on Wednesday
July 2 around 1.30pm for two hours.
Tidy Towns supporters and the community
are invited to meet the judges and view the
Tidy Towns displays in the Memorial Hall
foyer, with displays and a cuppa from 1-4pm
on the day.
We encourage everyone to tidy up Toodyay
in June to impress the judges.
Great news: a new butt bin was installed
outside the Toodyay IGA in May.
Not so great news: two butt bins were
installed at that site earlier but both were soon
removed, presumably by vandals.
One Butt Bin was retrieved by IGA staff
from the nearby garden.
The installation of these two much-needed
stainless steel cigarette bins is a joint project
of our Community Bank branch and Toodyay
IGA.
We have eight new supporters, bringing
the total to a fabulous 44 – they are Avon
Valley Railway, Richard’s Christmas 360,
Tony Maddox Real Estate, Sommerville
Gallery, Toodyay Land Conservation District

Committee, Toodyay Community Resource
Centre and Toodyay Hair Studio.
Supporters receive our Toodyay Tidy Talk
newsletter which includes much more news
and images than we can fit in this monthly
column.
We hope you have signed up for our
Community Bank branch’s one-off clean-up of
the Northam-Toodyay Road on Sunday June
15, the first anniversary of the bank’s great
Adopt-A-Spot Project.
The Toodyay Tidy Towns Committee
is helping with the planning and safety
requirements.
By May 25, 86 Toodyay Shire residents had
filled in Tidy Towns Committee’s Toodyay
Sustainability Audit.
This valuable data has been put into a
spreadsheet and the statistics generated will
be used in the Tidy Towns submission, which
was due on June 1.
Here is a summary: 75 households collect
rainwater; 84 use energy-saving light bulbs;
56 use water-saving shower-heads; 50
collect solar energy in some form; two use
wind energy (but these may be mechanical
windmills – checking); 62 burn wood for
various purposes; 62 grow their own food; 83
recycle stuff (yay); 39 occasionally walk or
ride a bicycle instead of driving a car; and 49

have participated in a litter clean-up activity
either as an individual or part of an organised
group – well done.
Greg’s model of an entry statement for the
town on display at the Toodyay Community
Bank branch in April generated more than 50
responses.
Here is an overview of some of the comments
and suggestions: ‘Looks good, is a great idea,
make it happen’; ‘Needs to incorporate
Moondyne Joe, he is iconic to this area’;
‘Needs some discussion’; ‘Have a flight of
herons and corellas rising up from it’; ‘Need
more than one, number of entrances to town’;
‘Like it, simple’; ‘Good start, could be more
interesting’; ‘Use local material and supplier’;
‘About time we got serious’; ‘So many artists
in the district surely something lovely could
be a welcome to the town’; ‘Colours horrible,
design horrible. Needs more Toodyay stone
and rusty ornaments’; ‘Almost anything
would be better than we have now’; ‘Looks
fantastic’; ‘Lovely’; ‘Will provide labour,
cement mixer and gen set’.
We thank all those who responded and
provided their contact details, and look forward
to keeping you informed of developments.
Next committee meeting will be at the Shire
Council Chambers at 5pm on Wednesday June
25 – all welcome.

Water gift and fittings to help Bolgart School
News from Bolgart and
surrounding areas
Doris Martin

BOLGART School Principal David Watkins
is on long service leave and will back at work
in the final week of term.
Mrs Jennifer Furey will manage the school
in his absence, along with Mrs Stephanie
Guthrie, the School Registrar.
The Bolgart School water supply has
received a much-needed boost with Victoria
Plains Shire approval to use water from a
supply which was once used to service the
old Bolgart town site.
The school is grateful to parent Lester
Snooke, of Bolgart Rural Merchandise, for

trenching, poly pipe and fittings. Thanks also
to parent Christopher Edmonds for some
extra poly pipe and school gardener and
general maintenance person Geoff Hutchison
for getting it all to work.
The St Philips Culham Church cemetery
has benefited from a donation of a seat from
the Robeson family – Ken Robeson, Pauline
Robeson (nee Ferguson) and Pauline’s
mother, Mrs Ivy Prince.
The seat will commemorate the life of
their late son and grandson, Rodney, and
also Pauline’s late father, Reginald Paul
Ferguson, who was killed in the final stages
of War War II.
Such gifts are a lovely way to remember
a family member and at the same time help

elderly and infirm visitors.
Parents are reminded to keep sick children
home from school to avoid spreading
illnesses to other students.
The Wheatbelt General Practice now
provides an after-hours service and can be
reached at 81 Stirling Terrace, Toodyay
,on 9574 2300 and at 76 Fitzgerald Street,
Northam, 9621 2110.
Congratulations to Amanda Martin
(formerly from Bolgart), and fiancee Joshua
Cook on the birth of their son Tayt Michael
Cook, and to the new grandparents.
I trust Liam Guthrie enjoyed his May 30
birthday. I hope you had a good one, Liam.
Peter Mete told me that he enjoyed his
recent trip to Queensland to visit a relative.

Dixie picking up litter for Friends of the
River clean-up at Nardie Cemetery

The Shire of Toodyay is considering
plans for its new recreation precinct.
This project will be a major community
investment over the next 10 years at least.

We need your input. You can:
•

Download a copy of the proposal from the Shire Website
www.toodyay.wa.gov.au

•

Contact our Be Active Coordinator Ms Jo Buegge on
(08) 9574 2311 (Mon-Tues) or (08) 9629 1101 (Wed-Fri)

•

Come to the community meeting at 6pm on Tuesday 17 June at
the Toodyay Community Centre and hear about the plans direct
from the Master Plan architect.

We think it’s a good plan, maybe even a great plan.

What do you think?

We would welcome your written comments by
4 p m F r i d ay 2 7 J u n e 2 0 1 4
By Mail to Shire of Toodyay, PO Box 96 Toodyay WA 6566
In person to Shire of Toodyay, 15 Fiennes Street, Toodyay
Via Email to records@toodyay.wa.gov.au
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Inaugural Fibre Festival spins Outback magic

Last month’s inaugural Toodyay Fibre Festival
at the Racecourse offered a host of attractions,
including an International Back-To-Back Wool
Challenge, a Sleep Mask Competition, workshops,
demonstrations, sheepdog displays, shearing,
horse and cart rides and a spectacular Australian
Outback Heritage Show presented by performers
from Sydney Or The Bush. The event was organised
by Toodyay Festival Inc. and Avalon Homestead,
West Toodyay.

Remembrance Flame run
idea for 100th anniversary
RSL of Aust Toodyay Sub
Branch
Lou Kidd
Honorary Secretary/Treasurer

ANZAC Day is over for another year. We
believe it was one of the best attended
services we have had.
The breakfast was well supported and we
raised nearly $500 for next year’s Sandakan
Scholarship tour.
We believe there are plans afoot to have
our Gunfire Breakfast closer to the old jail
museum next year.
We look forward to that development; the
present format is working very well thanks
to the Toodyay Lions.
We would also like to acknowledge all
those community organisations that joined
us in the march from the Memorial Hall to
ANZAC Park and you, our community, for
attending our services to show your respect
for those who gave their lives in service of
our country.
We are now trying to work out what we will
do to commemorate next year’s service. We
as the RSL are responsible for the dedication
services, but we do it for you, our community.
We would really like to hear from you if
you have any ideas about how the 100th
Centenary of ANZAC can be commemorated
on this special occasion.
We would also like to acknowledge those
gallant members of our community, the
families, who put their shoulders to the wheel
whilst most of the men were overseas fighting
for our country.
We would appreciate any inspiration we can
get from you, our community of Toodyay and
surrounding districts.
We already have received some ideas. I was
approached after our dawn service, by a man
who did not give me his name. He thought it
would be a good idea if we could bring the
Flame of Remembrance from Kings Park
Memorial to Toodyay for next year.
He thought it could be transported from
Kings Park to Toodyay using the high school
students in a relay similar to how the Olympic

flame is moved.
We have spoken with Graham Edwards,
the State President of the RSL, who thinks it
could be a good idea.
Now we have to try and work out the
logistics.
Contact details are President John
Clarke 9574 5715, Vice Pres. John Adams
9574 5681 and Sec. Lou Kidd 9574 4310.

Back to back race
Toodyay Spinners
WE TRIED to spin and knit a jumper
from the sheep’s back as fast as possible at
Toodyay’s May 31 Fibre Festival.
Last year it took us just over nine hours.
This month we farewelled Val Richard,
who has moved interstate. She has knitted
many wonderful items over the years.
We meet every Wednesday from 9am to
noon, and every third Saturday of the month,
at Parker’s Cottage in the Showgrounds.
For further information, please contact
Secretary Ange Sturman on 9574 2507 or
President Gretta Sauta on 9574 2868.
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When the environment tips
Toodyay Naturalists’ Club
Desraé Clarke

A LARGE number of environmentalists
met at Busselton last month for a two-day
Tipping Point Conference.
Speakers included representatives from
youth, mining, business and media, and the
cattle industry.
The closing presenter was 84-year-old
environmentalist Harry Butler who spoke
of his interactions as an environmentalist on
Barrow Island over many years and the main
reason for a successful partnership.
Members joined visitors from Dowerin
and Perth on an excursion last month to the
Wongamine ‘A’ Class Nature Reserve.
Fungi guru Kevin Griffiths led the group to
find some unusual fungi and to explain the
uses of some species and destructive nature
of others on native habitat.
. The next general meeting is at the CWA
Hall at 7pm on June 21 with special guest
Shapelle McNee speaking on the Helena
Aurora Range and the Great Western
Woodlands.
Shapelle’s expertise is in the study of

rare plants and fauna, and she is currently
working with Birds Australia (WA).
Everyone is very welcome to attend.
For more information please call Secretary
Wayne Clarke on 6364 3609 or email
toodyaynats@westnet.com.au

Wildlife Assistance Contacts
Injured, orphaned or sick creatures
Sarah Dudley: Toodyay
All animals 9574 2118 or 0428 129 477
Robyn and Brian Foley: Toodyay
All animals 9574 5448 or 0417 173 283
Wildcare Helpline 24 hours
All animals 9474 9055
Kanyana: 120 Gilchrist Road Lesmurdie
8am till 8pm 9291 3900

Terry High: Gidgegannup 0408 918 272
Raptors: eg Eagles, Owls, Falcons

Relocation of reptiles
John Hansen 0409 880 909

Gary Smith 9574 2656 or 0424 195 852
After hours Monday to Thursday
and all day Friday to Sunday

Rufous Night Heron quick with its bill
Bird of the Month
Desraé Clarke

THE RUFOUS Night Heron is primarily a
nocturnal bird though it may occasionally be
seen wading during the day.
Its camp is found in leafy trees close to
water where it searches for fish, amphibians
(frogs), crustaceans and insects as it stealthily
stalks and seizes its prey with a quick bill jab.
Unguarded eggs and chicks of other birds
may also be taken.
The Heron is chunky in build measuring
56-65cm with a slate-black crown, an
attractive cinnamon-rufous upper body and
tail with the underparts whitish.
When in breeding plumage, the male has
two or three slender white head plumes.
Juvenile and immature birds are heavily
streaked pale brown and buff white with

Makita hammer driver drill
18V, 2 batteries 13mm
2-speed gearing

now $289

Bahco tool box
3 drawers with
divides $59.75

In stock
seed potatoes
lupin straw and
bags of firewood

Agent for West Coast Poly
water tanks order yours NOW

white and buff spots on the wings; they
gradually develop the black crown and lose
the spots and streaking as they mature.
The Rufous Night Heron breeds from
September through to February with a mate
for one season only.
The nest is a flimsy platform of sticks
lined with leaves and built over water in
the company of other nesting birds such as
cormorants and egrets.
It lays two to five blue/green eggs which
are incubated by both sexes for about 21
days, with young fledgings in about seven
weeks.
Its call is a harsh croak which is heard if
flushed from its roost and also as it leaves
and returns to its nesting or roosting site.
For more information, please contact
desraec@westnet.com.au or phone
6364 3609.

Solar trickle charger
3 watt $39.95
6 watt $75.95
Suitable for 12v battery
maintenance and USB
connections

LED worklights
$29.95
dimmable, rechargeable
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Picking olives, then learning to divide gerberas

Busy Bus
anticipates
AvonLink
scenic tours

Toodyay Garden Club

Toodyay Community Bus
Di Roberts, Secretary

Welcome everyone to the June column
of the Toodyay Community Bus.
The inaugural Toodyay Fibre Festival
was held on Saturday May 31 at the
Racecourse.
Our Bus worked with Avalon Homestead
to collect and transport people from the
venue to town to enjoy a meal, relax and
then catch the Bus back to the racecourse.
We hope the Fibre Festival was a huge
success and will become a yearly attraction
for people from far and wide, including
from our own community.
We are so happy to hear that the AvonLink
passenger rail service will continue for at
least another three years, and hope many
folk from Perth and surrounding areas will
use it to visit Toodyay.
It may then be feasible to organise
Bus tours to visit scenic areas and local
producers.
The AvonLink folk will address the ideas
when available through advertising and
will contact Shires to advise them of the
participation with our Bus.
Many thanks to all the people who
have booked the Bus over the next few
weeks,and also to the Shire who used it
for a road inspection tour to examine the
condition and repairs of our roads within
the Shire.
We are gladdened by recent rains and to
see the green of our Shire bringing relief
to many water tank holders and farmers.
Even the Bus loved getting its tyres and
body wet.
If you have any queries or would like
to know more about the cost of hiring our
Cheeky Bus, please give Di a ring on 9574
2498 or call the Toodyay Visitors’ Centre
on 9574 2435.
It’s soup time – enjoy the balmy days, but
we need more rain please.

OUR May Garden Club visit was to Oliomio
Olive and Lavender Farm.
The most energetic members picked olives
until morning tea time, after which we
were given a most interesting talk by our
guest speaker Barry Schoch of WA Gerbera
Society.
He brought along a most impressive
display of gerbera plants of all colours.
Barry explained and showed how and
when to divide plants and recommended
feed and care.
Eight separate plants were taken from the
one plant which he used to demonstrate the
dividing.
These were donated to our club raffle and
eight lucky people will have the pleasure
of seeing them mature and develop into
beautiful flowering plants.
Members were then invited to purchase
any of the spectacular display plants at a
very reasonable cost.
Needless to say, Barry did not leave with
as many plants as he had on arrival.
Should you have a special interest in
gerberas the Society can be contacted by
telephoning (08) 9295 4231.
The next guest speaker was Karla Hooper
from the Shire of Toodyay. Karla gave our
group an update on the Toodyay Farmers
Market project and the Toodyay Community
Garden project.
Plans and options for both projects are
progressing and we look forward to Toodyay
being promoted by these initiatives in the
near future.
Our vice president, Greg Randle, thanked
Barry and Karla. An additional thank you
went to our hosts Francis and Barbara Moran
for their hospitality. Barbara was presented
with a gift of a Toodyay Garden Club apron.
One size fits all, so Francis can wear it too.
A ‘shared’ lunch was enjoyed by all
members in attendance.
The next Toodyay Garden Club visit is
a bus trip to Whiteman Park on Thursday
June 5.
New members are always welcome so
contact our Secretary Peggy Sapwell on
9574 4534 for details.

Bingo, nibbles and laughter
after a happy Mothers’ Day
Ida’s Hideaway
Greasy Sleave

WE HOPE you all had a great and safe Easter
and that all you mums got thoroughly spoiled
on Mothers’ Day.
It was great to see some more new faces
on Saturday afternoons.
We play bingo and laugh a lot, with a break
around 3pm for hearty nibbles, coffee, tea,
soup and chatting.
If you would like to play cards, please come
along – we need you and there is no cost.
We are sorry to hear that Peg Nelligan and
Rose have been unwell. We wish them both
a speedy recovery.
Marriage has its good side: it teaches
loyalty, forbearance, self-restraint and many
other qualities that you would not need if you
stayed single.

LOW WEEKLY
REPAYMENTS

It was really great to see so many people
on the last casino trip.
Please don’t forget that the next trip on is
on July 21.
For more information please ring Ida on
9574 2858

New Herald email addresses
The Toodyay Herald has two new email
addresses – one for advertisers and a separate
one for contributors to send their news stories
and other regular articles.
For all newspaper advertising – including
Herald Trades and Services – please use
advertising@toodyayherald.com.au.
For all other news articles and reports from
community organisations, please use news@
toodyayherald.come.au.
Please adjust your email address books to
incorporate these changes.

% FINANCE

*

P.A. COMPARISON RATE

nissanoffers.com.au

PULSAR

DUALIS RUNOUT

$

$

ST-L MANUAL SEDAN AND HATCH

76

TS DIESEL

PER
WEEK

NO DEPOSIT*(1)

OR UPGRADE

TO 140kW TURBO PULSAR ST-S
MANUAL FOR ONLY $7P.W. MORE*(2)

6 year

94

PER
WEEK

NO DEPOSIT*(3)

• 4.5L/100km fuel economy¢ • Satellite navigation
• Reversing camera • Bluetooth®† audio streaming

120,000km Capped Price Servicing

3 year

NAVARA

ST DUAL CAB PICK UP 4X4 MANUAL SERIES 7

135

$

PER
WEEK

NO DEPOSIT*(4)

• Now with satellite navigation & reversing camera • 17” alloy wheels
• 2.5L turbo-diesel engine • 3 tonne braked towing capacity∞

100,000km Warranty

3 year

24 Hour Roadside Assistance‡

*Approved applicants of Nissan Financial Services (Australian Credit Licence Number 391464) only; 36 month term. Excludes Government, Rental and National Fleet customers. Terms and conditions apply. WARNING: This comparison rate is true only for the example given and may not include all fees and charges.
Different terms, fees or other loan amounts might result in a different comparison rate. Comparison rate for the purpose of the National Credit Code is based on a 5 year secured loan of $30,000 although this offer relates to a 36 month term only. Nissan reserves the right to vary, extend or withdraw this offer. Not
available in conjunction with any other offer. Offer valid on new Pulsar, Dualis, Navara and runout X-TRAIL T31 models ordered and delivered between 1/5/14 and 30/6/14 at participating dealers. Excludes limited editions. 1% APR. (1) Offer of $76 per week repayment amount for new Pulsar ST-L manual models based
on a recommended driveaway price of $22,490 for a non-premium paint vehicle with monthly repayments of $326.57 and a final balloon payment of $11,245.00. Total amount payable over term $23,001.52. (2) Offer of $7 per week more ($83 per week total) repayment amount for new Pulsar ST-S manual models
based on a recommended driveaway price of $24,490 for a non-premium paint vehicle with monthly repayments of $355.61 and a final balloon payment of $12,245. Total amount payable over term $25,046.96. (3) Offer of $94 per week repayment amount for new DUALIS TS manual models based on a recommended
driveaway price of $27,990 for a non-premium paint vehicle with monthly repayments of $406.43 and a final balloon payment of $13,995.00. Total amount payable over term $28,626.48. (4) Offer of $135 per week repayment amount for new Navara ST Dual Cab Pick Up 4x4 Series 7 manual models based on a
recommended driveaway price of $39,990 for a non-premium paint vehicle with monthly repayments of $580.68 and a final balloon payment of $19,995.00. Total amount payable over term $40,899.48. ¢Figure calculated in accordance with ADR81/02. Actual fuel consumption will vary depending on driving conditions, driver behaviour, the condition of your vehicle
and the accessories fitted. ∞Towing capacity figure described is a maximum figure. Actual towing capacity depends on the laden mass of the vehicle, driving conditions, fitment of any accessories or towing equipment limitations including the maximum towball download. †The Bluetooth® word mark is owned by The Bluetooth SIG, Inc. Functionality and compatibility
will vary depending on the device. ‡Terms and conditions apply, please visit Nissan.com.au/roadsideassistance. 6 year capped price servicing applies to the first 12x 10,000kms scheduled service intervals for up to 6years/120,000kms (whichever occurs first). Some exclusions apply. Ask your Nissan dealer or visit Nissan.com.au/cpstcs for full terms and conditions.
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