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30th Moondyne runs riot

Michael Sinclair-Jones

TOODYAY Shire President David Dow has 
urged local residents to be patient and not 
jump to conclusions over Council moves to 
sue former Chief Executive Officer Graham 
Merrick and former Shire President Charlie 
Wroth in the WA Supreme Court.
 “It may be some weeks before the 
Statement of Claim is finalised,” Cr Dow 
told last month’s Council meeting.
 “All I can say is there were sound legal 
reasons for the writ being lodged before the 
Statement of Claim was finalised.”
 No new information has emerged publicly 
since the Shire’s controversial move in 
March to commence legal proceedings 
against the two defendants.
 However, it is understood the Shire filed 
the writ before the Statement of Claim was 
finalised so that its claim would fall within 
the six-year statute of limitations under the 
Commonwealth Corporations Act 2001.

Shire President defends 
Supreme Court writ

 There is no similar time limit under the WA 
Local Government Act 1995.
 However, Toodyay ratepayers will not 
automatically know what is in the Shire’s 
Statement of Claims against Mr Merrick and 
Mr Wroth when it is eventually filed.
 A WA Supreme Court spokesman said any 
claims filed subsequently to a writ being filed 
were not public documents.
 The Shire writ claims Mr Merrick breached 
his contract of employment and his fiduciary 
duties, and was “unjustly enriched by reason 
of his conduct” while he worked as Shire 
CEO between 16 August 2004 and 30 March 
2010.
 The Shire claims Mr Wroth breached his 
fiduciary duties owed to the Shire as an 
elected Councillor between 2 May 2003 
and 15 October 2011, and as Shire President 
between 19 October 2005 and 19 October 
2009.
 Both defendants have declined to comment 
to The Herald.

Moondyne Joe resists arrest as crowds try to set him free
BIG CROWDS filled Toodyay’s main 
street this month as the town’s 30th 
annual Moondyne Festival again 
demonstrated the life and vitality of this 
historic Wheatbelt community.
 Large numbers of visitors from Perth 
joined locals – many in colonial costume 
– from the town and surrounding districts 
to spend the day re-enacting the escape, 
recapture and trial of the much-loved 
Avon Valley bushranger, Moondyne Joe.
 Local landscaper Nathan Martin stepped 
up as this year’s new Moondyne Joe, 
running riot through the town in convict 
garb with two armed accomplices while 
chased by comical colonial coppers Chris 
Robinson and Aart van Logstenstein.
 In two mock street trials on a stage in 
front of the Victoria Hotel, Joe was judged 
by gavel-banging Nic Cording, with 
Shire CEO Stan Scott ably prosecuting 
and Cr Chris Firns fiercely arguing Joe’s 
defence.
 Thousands of people filled Stirling 
Terrace to witness the annual spectacle 
and enjoy the many street stalls and other 
attractions, including performances by 
local singer, dancers and musicians.
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Stirling Hamilton

DUE to the irregular meanderings of the solar 
system, I was able to attend both last month’s 
Council meeting and Annual General Meeting 
(AGM) the evening before my deadline fell 
due.
 The AGM is a big deal with annual reports 
and stuff, and electors get the chance to have 
a Spanish Inquisition into what the Council’s 
been up to for the year and what its plans are 
for the next.
 Unfortunately, only four residents turned up 
on the evening, and three of us work for The 
Toodyay Herald as volunteers
 I brandished my blazing torch of fearless 
inquiry and discovered to my dismay that 
The Herald had failed to publish the public 
notice announcing the AGM due to an 
‘administrative error’.
 On behalf of The Herald I offer our sincere 
apologies for this oversight, especially as 
I regularly admonish Council for failing 
to properly inform residents of matters 
concerning them in a timely fashion.
 US physicist and founding father Benjamin 
Franklin said that one should “Never ruin 
an apology with an excuse” so I won’t be 
wandering down that path.
 This does, however, illustrate the importance 
of The Herald in facilitating effective 
communication between the Toodyay Shire 
Council and local residents.
 A case in point occurred at the Council 
meeting the night before the AGM when there 
was an item that floated across the waters of 
wisdom without producing a ripple.
 It seems that every eight years Council has 
to do a ‘periodic review of local laws’ and this 
boatload sailing past was in relation to street 
stalls, a subject I know many people feel are 
over-zealously regulated.
 However, statutory requirements for the 
Shire to call for submissions are satisfied by 
merely posting a public notice in a State-wide 
paper which was dutifully done – I imagine 
on page 78 of a Tuesday edition of The West 
Australian.
 In the agenda it was written that the Shire 
noted that no submissions were received 
and that it would not amend or repeal any 
of remaining local laws at this time, which 
completes the formal process for the periodic 
review of Local Laws for another eight years.
 Surprise, surprise – now it’s been years 
since I’ve bought The West and I do miss the 
Calvin and Hobbes comic strip and I did read 
it pretty much cover-to-cover back then but I 
don’t think I ever read the public notices.
 Perhaps a little mention could be made 
of these matters kind of informally in the 
Council’s double-page ‘Shire News’ in The 
Herald as well as in The West in future.

Committee capers
I’ve been on committees half my life and find 
most meetings are interminably boring affairs 
only somewhat relieved by tea and biscuits but 
they do make an interesting study in group 

Ol’ Blind Joe
dynamics and how things can easily spin out 
of individual control.
 An interesting example was one of the items 
getting kicked around at the Council meeting 
which was the draft Environmental Strategy.
 Cr Rosemary Madacsi raised a concern that 
some areas of the report needed some spit and 
polish and that getting a smart cookie up here 
to workshop it should only cost about $500.
 Well, after a bit of to-and-fro, the CEO pipes 
up with that you might need to add a 0 to that 
estimate and so now we’re looking at five or 
six grand to get this bloke up here for the day 
and, after a bit more back-and-forth, everyone 
agrees on a budget of $10,000.
 Now, I’m inclined to side with the Admin 
folks on this one when they say that it’s 
a comprehensive document which is the 
culmination of many hours of officer input 
and many re-drafts and they suggest seeking 
public comment on it as is.
 It’s your bog standard kinda document, you 
know: Assess, Manage, Inform and Involve.
 It’s something that gets created to satisfy 
the Public Service Mandarins down the hill 
and nobody ever reads them but they’ve got 
all the feel-good mission statements and stuff 
and that’s great if it keeps the headmaster out 
of the classroom so that we can get on with 
learning the important stuff.
 There are hundreds of years of retired and 
active expert knowledge parked up in these 
hills as well as numerous local community 
groups dedicated to saving and enhancing our 
environment.
 Instead of 10 grand for one bloke for one 
day who’s probably never been here before, 
why not put a couple of grand on the table 
and invite all the good folks down to Duidgee 
Park, put on an acoustic band with free lamb 
chops and beer and fruit and wine and get 
people together for a chinwag and to swap 
ideas.
 Toodyay has a solid backbone of good 
people who are willing to stand up and lend 
a hand, and providing opportunities for 
meaningful engagement is the crux of the 
matter.
 Cr Madacsi and the staff who are keen can 
get together with members of the community 
experienced in these areas and get them 
involved in crafting realistic and creative plans 
from the ground up without all the fancy pants 
language.
 We already know The Environment Strategy 
floats. We can take her down the park and 
whittle the edges, carve the prow and crack 
the champagne as she enters the waters of the 
Avon.
 Sort of a Toodyay Ark and we can work out 
how to get as many creatures and plants onto 
her decks as possible.
 A committee is a cul-de-sac down which 
ideas are lured and then quietly strangled ~ 
Sir Barnett Cocks (1907-1989)
FOOTNOTE: Omission of the Shire AGM 
public notice from last month’s Herald was 
due regrettably to a computer malfunction 

– Editor

For more information or appointment

Thai Medical Massage is pressure applied to
Thai Massage Points and Lines for relief of
more than 50 minor ailments, such as muscle
sprains and pains, tennis elbow, stiffness of
the neck, lower back pains, muscle cramps,
muscle fatigue, muscle stiffness, muscular
discomfort, and nervous tension.

For more info go to:
www.watpomassage.com/2014/

What is Thai Massage and
Thai Medical Massage
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TOODYAY 
PHYSIOTHERAPY 
SERVICES

Weekdays

Ph: 9574 4445

ALMA BEARD COMMUNITY CENTRE
81 STIRLING TERRACE TOODYAY

DEAN BUTLER

Lest We Forget

TOODYAY residents are being urged 
by local MPs to make submissions to a 
WA Parliamentary Inquiry into the State 
Government’s Patient Assisted Travel 
Scheme (PATS).
 The Royalties for Regions-funded scheme 
is designed to help subsidise the cost of 
travel for country people in need of specialist 
medical services.
 The scheme includes financial support for 
medical imaging, mammography, dialysis, 
IVF treatment and childbirth, and specialist 
visits to doctors, dentists, optometrists (for 
ophthalmologist appointments) and other 
specialists.
 However,  Toodyay  res iden ts  a re 
disadvantaged because they do not have a 
local hospital and don’t qualify for assistance 
because they live less than 100km from Perth.
 This is despite the fact that York and 
Northam are also less than 100km from Perth 
but are deemed eligible for PATS assistance.
 Eligible recipients can claim a travel 
fuel subsidy of 16c per kilometre, rail fare 
discounts and $20 travel assistance for cancer 
or dialysis treatment.
 The scheme also pays $20 per night for 
staying at a private residence or $60 per night 
in commercial accommodation.
 Local WA Nationals MP Shane Love said 
it was one of the biggest items of complaint 
by Toodyay callers to his electorate office.
 He and fellow local Nationals MP Martin 
Aldridge have welcomed the Parliamentary 
Inquiry, saying a review of scheme is well 
overdue.
 “This is the first step towards making PATS 
far more responsive to local people’s medical 
needs,” Mr Love said.
 Mr Adridge was strongly backed by other 
WA Nationals MPs when he called for the 
Parliamentary Inquiry last year.
 “Reg iona l  pa t i en t s  s ign i f i can t ly 
disadvantaged compared with their city 
cousins and that imbalance must be 
addressed,” Mr Aldridge said.
 The Parliamentary Inquiry will examine:

• The level of funding for subsidised 

transport and accommodation;
• Eligibility for PATS assistance;
• Administration;
• C o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  e x c e p t i o n a l 

circumstances; and
• Any other incidental matter.

 Submissions to the Parliamentary Inquiry 
close on Friday May 16.
 Mr Love strongly urged Toodyay people to 
register their concerns about being excluded 
from the scheme’s benefits by emailing a 
submission to Ms Lauren Mesiti at icpac@
parliament.was.gov.au or mailing their 
submission to Ms Mesiti at The Standing 
Committee on Public Administration, GPO 
Box A11, Perth WA 6837.

ANZAC Day Parade. More pictures page 5

Call to end medical 
travel inequity

THE FATE of Toodyay’s AvonLink rail 
service is expected to be decided in the WA 
Government’s May 8 State Budget.
 The Budget will be handed down by 
new Liberal State Treasurer and economic 
hardliner Dr Mike Nahan.
 The decision will be made as Public 
Transport Authorities show a continuing 
decline in Avonlink rail patronage despite 
community efforts to encourage more 
Toodyay people to use the train.
 Latest PTA figures show 207 fewer 
passengers used the AvonLink between 
January 1 and April 25 this year compared 
with the same period last year.
 The weekday-only rail service has averaged 
only 23.8 per cent capacity this year.
 A PTA spokesman said Transwa had been 
working on an AvonLink business case with 
the AvonLink working group.
 Mr Buswell announced last year that the 
rail service would close after Christmas but 
granted a six month extension to June 30 
this year after a 3579-signature to save the 
AvonLink was tabled in State Parliament.
 AvonLink supporters say the rail service is 
ineffective because it fails to meet travellers’ 
needs.
 They want the Government to introduce 
a more use-friendly service with weekend 
services linked to local tourist events 
such as the Moondyne Festival, easier 
ticketing, more flexible timetables and better 
advertising of local rail travel options.

AvonLink day trip options,Page 10

Michael Sinclair-Jones

A DECISION on whether State authorities 
will approve a new three-million-tonne Perth 
rubbish dump 14km south of Toodyay is 
expected this month.
 The WA Department of Environment 
has received more than 500 objections – 
including a 473-name signature – against the 
30ha landfill tip being built in Chitty Road, 
Toodyay.
 Hundreds of local residents fear the site 
is linked to an earthquake zone and could 
contaminate vital ground waters that feed 
into the Avon River.
 They also fear hundreds more heavy 
trucks carting bulk Perth rubbish to Toodyay 
every week will increase traffic dangers on 
Toodyay Road, which WA Police last month 
ranked among the State’s 25 worst for road 
deaths.
 A State Government decision to ban further 
metropolitan waste landfill sites on the Swan 
Coastal Plain has prompted commercial 
operators to scour potential new sites further 
afield such as Toodyay, which is within 
financially viable trucking distance of Perth.
 Leading local anti-landfill campaigner 
Alice Bernal said about 50 people had 
donated to a fighting fund to help pay for 
expert reports needed to oppose the tip.
 However, she was concerned that if the 
DER granted the landfill licence this month, 
more money would be needed to fund an 
appeal which would need to be lodged within 
a fresh 21-day time limit.
 Co-campaigner Cr Rosemary Madacsi 
said some bills had already been paid, and a 
further $4,400 was owed for a hydrologist’s 
report, which would be partly funded by 
$3,530 in the fighting fund.
 Cr Madacsi said she spoke last month to 
the DER officer in charge of assessing public 
submissions and had a gut feeling the agency 
would heed strong community concerns in 
reaching a decision.
 “I’m hoping they will either reject the 
application or send it back to Opal Vale for 
more information to address community 
concerns and issues raised in locally-funded 
experts’ reports,” she said.

 In the meantime, she urged local residents 
to continue donating to the fighting fund.
 Donations can be made over the counter 
at the Toodyay Bendigo Bank in Stirling 
Terrace or online to BSB: 633000, Acc: 
151527504.

Landfill fate due this month

May Budget 
to decide 

AvonLink future

mailto:icpac@parliament.was.gov.au
mailto:icpac@parliament.was.gov.au
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I & R REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE
BUILDING & PROPERTY SERVICES

All types of Building repairs

• Carpentry
• Glass repairs
• Screen doors and flyscreen repairs
• Water collection repairs (gutters, downpipes etc)
• Asbestos removal (Lic No. WARL01)
• Roof repairs (inc harness points)
• Yard and property clean ups

“All areas”
Contact Ross for all repairs

Office 9574 4019 or 0418 941 680 mobile
Email: irrepairsmaintenance@iinet.net.au

ABN 38433894229
Your local repairer for 10 years

The right to know
SOME people have questioned why The 
Herald chose last month  to publish a Page 
one report about a Toodyay Shire Council 
decision to sue a former CEO and a former 
Shire President.
 The story created mixed feelings in the 
community, including on polling day when 
a person standing at the Toodyay ballot box 
went out of their way to berate me that it 
was “wrong” to publish it.
 Current Shire President David Dow last 
month publicly defended the Council’s 
decision to file a WA Supreme Court writ 
seeking restitution, compensation and 
damages – but no statement of claim.
 “Be patient, don’t jump to conclusions,” 
he wrote in his President’s report to the 
Council’s April meeting.
 The reason why is reported elsewhere in 
this edition but the issue remains whether 
the initial story should have been published 
at all, particularly since the writs had yet to 
be served on the defendants.
 First let it be said that both defendants had 
already been approached by The Sunday 
Times, which published a similar story two 
days before The Herald went to press.
 Even had that not been the case, the 
question is whether the public interest 
is served by reporting on matters of 
community importance that are in the public 
domain or whether individual personal 
privacy should prevail.
 The Herald believes that ratepayers 
have an overriding right to know what 
their Shire is doing, particularly when it 
makes decisions about contentious issues 
behind closed doors, as was the case in this 
instance.
 Councillors approached by The Herald 
declined to comment on the grounds that 
they are bound by their oath of office to 
remain silent about Shire matters that are 
discussed in confidence.
 On the other hand, the WA Supreme Court 
writ is a public document available for 
anybody to see free of charge.
 Its contents are protected by law against 
charges of defamation by publication.
 There is no valid reason why Toodyay 
ratepayers should not know that the writ 
exists, who the defendants are and what the 
claims are against them.
 Nor is there any reason why ratepayers 
should not know that their elected local 
government representatives are using 
ratepayer money to fund expensive litigation 
against two former prominent civic leaders.
 Such matters are always likely to be 
divisive in a relatively small and closely-
knit community where everybody knows 
everybody else.
 But public interest and the right to know 
form an essential part of living in a free and 
democratic society – even if the cost is being 
called to account on polling day.

Michael Sinclair-Jones
Editor

The way we were: Toodyay pioneers the Chitty family bagging wheat, possibly in the 1860s – photo courtesy Shire historical collection 

your letters

Bums on seats
I WOULD LIKE to congratulate Toodyay 
Cr Paula Greenway on her innovative idea 
to save the AvonLink rail service.
 On Friday April 11, 20 of us boarded 
the AvonLink; were met by a Transperth 
‘educator’, shown round Midland Station; 
train to East Perth where we were given a 
Powerpoint presentation and enjoyed some 
morning tea; train then to Perth Central, 
where we went ‘underground’ and caught 
the Mandurah train for one stop.
 From there, it was a Blue Cat to the Ferry 
in Barrack Street heading for South Perth 
and from there we did the return journey.

Hills fires generosity
TOODYAY HAS AGAIN proven what a 
generous and kind community we belong to. 
 The huge mountain of donations gathered in 
the shop outside the IGA were packed, loaded, 
carted, displayed and distributed to the people 
of Stoneville and Parkerville who lost gardens, 
homes and possessions in the recent bushfires.  
 The survivors were genuinely astonished at 
how much was donated and the quality of the 
items that were offered to them.  
 Most importantly, they were touched by 
the efforts of another small community who 
understood what they were going through.  
 Thank you to all those who donated goods, 
gave us money to spend on pet food, packed 
and sorted the goodies, transported them to 
the venue and helped with distribution on the 
weekend.  
 A special thanks to our own fire survivors 
who came along to offer support and much-
needed advice. It was lovely to give something 
back after receiving so much help in our own 
time of need.

Melanie Pree and John Mitchinson
Picture page 12

Tail-gated
WHEN I VISITED Toodyay a week ago, I 
was pleased to see that some attempt had been 
made to improve road safety. Then I picked up 
a copy of The Herald It is apparent that little 
has changed.
 The tail-gaters are still active and no-one can 
do mathematics. I will do it for you.
 If a 10km stretch of road is reduced from 
110 km/h to 100km/h it will take you just 33 
seconds longer to cover the distance at limit 
speed. 
 If the speed is further reduced to 90km/h 
you will spend an additional 40 seconds on 
that stretch. I have not measured the lengths 
of each reduction but none are anywhere near 
10km long. 
 I suspect at worst the total time lost may be 
two minutes. Why the lower speed? It makes 
entry from side roads and gateways a lot easier 
and safer. 
 I prefer to accept that “penalty” than consider 
the time lost by me if someone else crashes, let 
alone the time lost if I am involved.
 If you are being harassed by a tail-gater, treat 
them the way that I used to on this road. Don’t 
brake sharply in an attempt to scare them; 
instead slow a little and increase the gap in 
front of you.
 For those who tend to follow rather closely, 
a slightly longer gap will reduce the number 
of times that you have to touch the brakes and 
give you a better view of the road ahead. You 
will get to your destination just as soon.
 Don’t try to suggest that no work had been 
done to improve the road. I remember serious 
road widening with additional lanes on both 
sides of Gidgegannup. This century, not last.

 Michael Dent, recently left Morangup.

Better paper
IT HAS BEEN three issues since I penned a 
letter voicing my opinion regarding the quality 
of the Toodyay Herald.
 I asked the question, is it a newspaper or a 
newsletter. And I was less than complimentary 
on its content and layout.
 However, the last 2 issues have been 
noticeably different.
 Let me make the observation that the change 
is a dramatic improvement, and to me, it is now 
becoming a quality small town newspaper.
 The front page now has real news, with 
items that are well written, important, local 
and topical.
 The paper still has the nice silly little things 
that go into a country town paper, but they are 
now in their relevant position, and even have 
the relevant size font.
 Many of the regular articles had become 
predictable with every issue, and did not 
appear interesting anymore.
 The changes you have made to their headings 
have made me want to read them again, the 
content is the same, but the eye is now attracted 
to these articles.
 I know that the paper is put together by 
volunteers, and I applaud the efforts these 
people put in to each issue.
 But, I really want to congratulate you on the 
new “professional” layout and news articles I 
now find myself reading.
 I would expect that I’m not alone in this 
opinion and I hope the local businesses notice 
the difference and realise the impact it will 
make to your readers.
 Congratulations

Neil Williamson
Proud to be Toodyay

No rubber stamp
I READ WITH interest the minutes of the 
April Council meeting.  It seems that the 
CEO is not happy with our Councillors.
 In the item relating to councillors’ training, 
the CEO’s response to a question includes 
the following: “The issues indicated to the 
Trainers were that the:

• Meetings go for longer than they 
reasonably should;

• Too often the Officer’s Recommendation 
is modified without consideration 
of the work that has gone into the 
recommendation in the first place; and

• The way this Council operates compared 
to other similar Councils is inefficient. 
Typically other Council’s meetings go 
for 1.5 hours whilst our meetings are 
a minimum of four hours if not five or 
even longer.”

 I have looked at the minutes of a few other 
councils and, yes, they are short.  However, 
you have to look at what they do in that 
time.  One council had an address by the 
presiding officer, received two petitions, took 
15 questions and passed 12 resolutions, all 
unanimously, all in just 40 minutes.  In the 
other minutes I looked at everything was 
passed unanimously.  This is just rubber 
stamping decisions of the administration.
 Is this what we want?  Isn’t this exactly 
what was happening in Toodyay about 
five years ago.  There was no discussion at 
meetings.  Everything was decided at closed 
forums.  We the ratepayers had no idea why 
anything was being done.  
 Another issue related to the administration’s 
proposal for the creation of a new position, 
a Fire and Land Management Officer.  After 
debate, councillors unanimously resolved 
to send the matter back for discussion at a 
forum and defer the matter for consideration 
in the 2014/15 budget.  This seems to imply 
that councillors had not had the opportunity 
to discuss the matter before the meeting.
 We elect the councillors and they are 
responsible to us.  Personally, I would like EARTHMOVING SPECIALISTS

CONSTRUCTION OF ALL 
SAND PADS, SITE CLEARING,

TRENCHING, SEPTIC INSTALLATION

SUPPLIERS OF ALL SANDS AND 
SOILS

BOBCAT, TRUCK AND 
14T EXCAVATOR HIRE

COMPLETE SITE WORKS FOR
 YOUR NEW HOME

Enquiries all hours
Murray and Tracy McBride

Ph 9574 2616 Fax 9574 2103
 Mob 0407 722226

PO Box 400
Toodyay WA 6566

MCBRIDE CONTRACTING

 This was a marvellous way of acquainting 
us with what is really an easy, user-friendly 
service that is available to all and even 
inexpensive. Your AvonLink ticket serves 
as your one way fare.
 If this train is to continue, we need ‘bums 
on seats.’ “Use it or lose it!”.

Francis of Julimar

to thank the councillors for being prepared 
to spend their time debating these issues 
and questioning the recommendations of 
the administration.  Without their diligence, 
we would be governed by an unelected 
administration.

Peter Ruthven

The Toodyay Herald invites you to have 
your say in our letters page. Please email 
your correspondence to toodyayherald@
westnet.com.au with your full name, 
address and phone number. Letters that are 
short, sharp and to the point about topical 
local issues are preferred. The Herald 
reserves the right to edit letters for length.
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REMEMBRANCE 
FUNERALS 

Remembering 
Families

Remembering Life 

100% Family owned 
and operated

Saving families 
thousands without 

compromise

We Are a member of Independent Funeral 
Directors Association of Australia

Contact Susie Lombardi 
remembrancefunerals.com.au 

email remembrance.susie@outlook.com
24hrs 1300 779 093 or 0430042560

ALL PREPAIDS WELCOME & AVAILABLE
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ANZAC Day 2014

Lou Kidd
Hon Secretary/Treasurer RSL

THIS is the time of the year our thoughts are 
with the men and women of Australia who paid 
the supreme sacrifice, by giving their lives so 
that we can lead the lives we live today.
 To this end,k the students of Toodyay District 
High School displayed a reference to this 
memory seldom seen by today’s youth.
 They did this by reading a selection of poetry 
reflecting the events of conflict.
 Toodyay RSL Sub Branch members were 
invited to their service and felt extremely 
moved and humbled by the experience.
 To the students and teachers we say thank 
you.
 Two of the cadet high school are quite excited 
to be travelling to Borneo to commemorate 
those soldiers who perished on the infamous 
Sandakan Death March in World War Two.
 Australian and British prisoners were forced 
to march 260km from Sandakan to Ranau.

 Of the 2351 prisoners who left Sandakan,  
only six managed to escape and survive.
 Olivia Ferguson and Sam Chitty are the two 
cadet students who will commemorate the 
war dead at the Labuan Commonwealth War 
Cemetery in Sabah.

Authentic Thai Cuisine 
Open Wednesday, Thursday and Sunday 11am to 7.30pm

Open Friday and Saturday 11am to 8.30pm 

(Closed daily between 2pm and 4pm)

Phone and Fax Orders Welcome 

9574 4124 
EFTPOS Available 

Shop 4, 4 Piesse Street
TOODYAY  W.A. 6566

(At the entrance to IGA)

TA1343616

Students reflect on Sandakan memory

Bruce Prior, Warren Hall and Lou Kidd toast the memeory of old comrades after the Parade
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the most awarded builder in regional wa
your local builder

there are more ways we 
can appreciate you.

Adding value to your home is the best gift we can give you. We’re offering you a bonus  $10,000* when you sign up to build with WA Country Builders, to spend in 
your home. Choose from more fi ttings, premium appliances, fl oor coverings, or even adding a stone bench-top. You choose and we will deliver!

Luxurious applianc�   •  Premium � ttings  •  31 course high ceilings  •  Solid surface benchtops  •  ...and more!

*Terms and conditions apply. Please refer to the website for more information.

Choose your upgrades
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freecall 1800 227 161
wacountrybuilders.com.au

Michael Sinclair-Jones

A GROUP of 2009 Toodyay fire survivors 
has scrapped an offer to build and part-fund 
a landmark sculpture to symbolise recovery 
and regrowth after Shire Councillors 
wanted to site it on the town’s heavy 
haulage bypass – more than a kilometre 
from the town’s tourist centre.
 A landmark steel Carnaby Cockatoo 
measuring two meters tall was to be built by 
national award-winning designer and fire 
survivor Michael Shepherd and part-funded 
by unused Salvation Army fire relief money 
donated back by recipients.
 However, six months of Council delays 
and a push by some Councillors to place 
the sculpture on a little-known patch of 
“scruffy bushland” on the town’s outskirts 
have caused the donors to quit in disgust.
 The 500kg sculpture was designed to be 
placed in a prominent position, such as near 
the Toodyay Memorial Hall which was 
a symbolic meeting place for many local 

Indecision kills Carnaby tribute
residents devastated by the loss of their 38 
homes in the 2009 fire.
 Another favoured site was the town’s 
proposed Visitor Information Bay on 
Stirling Terrace at the entrance to Toodyay 
– a site recommended to Council in March 
by senior Shire officers.
 However, Councillors decided instead 
to investigate putting the sculpture in the 
little-known Pioneers Arboretum on the 
Hamersley Street heavy haulage bypass, 
beyond the rail crossing and out of sight 
of the main street.
 Bushfire survivors first proposed the 
sculpture to Council in October last year.
 They offered $4000 in unused fire relief 
money to help fund the giant Carnaby 
Cockatoo sculpture, which they had hoped 
to display at Perth’s international annual 
Sculptures By The Sea exhibition before 
bringing it to Toodyay.
 The donors estimated a further $20,000 in 
grant funding would be needed to complete 
the project.

 The offer was discussed at the Council’s 
February meeting, when Councillors 
deferred a decision, pending a further 
meeting with sculptor Michael Shepherd.
 Councillors were still unable to decide at 
their March meeting and settled instead on a 
surprise new plan to investigate the Pioneer 
Arboretum site.
 But that was the last straw for the Toodyay 
Bushfire Memorial Committee, which had 
by then lost patience with the Council 
and decided instead to donate its unused 
Salvation Army money to Hills residents 
made homeless in last summer’s Stoneville 
fire.
 Committee Chairman Tim Officer said 
Toodyay fire survivors were insulted that 
the Pioneer Arboretum was even suggested 
as a suitable site.
 “We wonder if many Councillors have 
actually visited the site or even know where 
to find it,” he wrote in a scathing letter to 
council.
 “The site has degenerated to a scruffy tract 
of bushland with scant signage. It’s located 
on the backside of the train line and totally 
off the visitor track.
 “It has taken six months for the Council 
to inform us that although no decision has 
been made, it is now considering a new site 
where the sculpture can remain obscure and 
totally anonymous.
 “We cannot understand how the 
positioning of the sculpture was hijacked 
and consigned to the ignominy of the 
arboretum.”
 Mr Shepherd, a furniture design craftsman 
who lost his home, workshop and tools 
in the 2009 fire, said he was bitterly 
disappointed the sculpture would now not 
be built.
 He had offered to donate his skills free to 
build the sculpture but had run out of time 
waiting for the Council to decide and had 
other important work he needed to do.
 “We just wanted a simple location 
somewhere in town,” Mr Shepherd said.
 “For many of us, the return of Carnaby 
Cockatoos to devastated bushland after 
the fire symbolised recovery and regrowth 
across the community,” he said.

 “It helps to heal the scars of such a 
traumatic event in people’s lives.”
 Toodyay Shire President David Dow 
told last month’s Council meeting he was 
personally disappointed the project had 
been scrapped.
 “While Council members who supported 
the motion to investigate the arboretum 
site did so with the best of intentions, the 
tribute committee interpreted this as a lack 
of support and has divested the funds to the 
Perth Hills fire appeal,” he said.

An artist’s impression of the giant Carnaby 
Cockatoo at Toodyay’s proposed Visitor 

Information Bay.

Sculptor Michael Shepherd (left) with Committee Chair Tim Officer at Toodyay’s Pioneer 
Arboretum
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Expressions of Interest
Playgroup leader – First Steps 

Montessori Playgroup Toodyay WA

Sessions are run Monday 
mornings 9.30 – 11.30

Applicant will preferably have:

• Montessori experience and/or
• Teaching qualifi cation
• Current Working With Children check

Applicants should send their resumé 
and expression of interest to:

toodyaymontessori@hotmail.com

Moondyne Festival 2014
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bendigobank.com.au

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178, 
AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879, The Bendigo 
Centre, Bendigo, VIC, 3550. (S48346) (04/14) 

It’s our 2014 clean up day. 
But it’s bigger than that.
It’s a chance for our local community to work together to tidy up our 
beautiful town, while also generating funds for local charities.

When Sunday 15 June 2014   

Time 9am registration for 9.30am start

RSVP  toodyaycleanup@outlook.com or drop into the Branch  
 by 31 May 2014

For every bag of rubbish collected, Toodyay & Districts Community 
Bank® will donate $5 to your preferred local community group.

And brunch will be provided for everyone involved - just bring a chair 
(to put your feet up for brunch!) and your “get stuck in” attitude and 
together, we’ll make a real difference.

So, register today and be part of something bigger.

For your rural, business 
and individual taxation and 

fi nancial solutions

210 Fitzgerald St, Northam

Phone: 9622 2822
Fax: 9622 3577

Sandy Hatherley (Director): 0417 912 923
Email: sandy.hatherley@rsmi.com.au

Farm gate cameras 
deter diesel thieves
Michael Sinclair-Jones

TOODYAY farmer Craig Stewart has had 
a gutful of thieves smashing his paddock 
gates and stealing bulk fuel, motorcycles, 
chainsaws and other costly equipment.
 The last straw was Christmas Day, when 
thieves returned a third time and helped 
themselves more fuel and equipment.
 Now, supported by Toodyay police, Craig 
has installed several farm gate cameras 
linked to infra-red alarm sensors and 

powerful spotlights that record every 
unauthorised movement 24/7 via satellite to 
a remote database.
 Whenever an intrusion is detected, the 
security system sends a signal to Craig’s 
mobile phone, which displays real-time 
video footage of what is happening.
 It also records everything, so Craig can 
look back over the footage to see what 
happened.
 And if would-be thieves still don’t get the 
message, a loudspeaker warns intruders that 
they are trespassing and must leave.
 No new thefts have occurred since Craig’s 
new $16,000 system was installed, but he has 
noticed several turn-around tracks at the farm 
gate that may indicate would-be thieves have 
seen the security cameras and fled.
 The new high-tech approach is part of a 
plan by Toodyay police chief Sgt Warren 
Conder to get as many local farmers as 
possible to use new CCTV farm security 
techonology.
 “Diesel fuel theft is a massive problem 
throughout the State, especially during 
harvesting when big amounts of fuel are 
stored on farms,” Sgt Conder said.
 “One of my goals during my four-year 
posting in Toodyay is to get as many local 
farmers as possible into the 21st Century 
with CCTV equipment.”
 Sgt Conder said there was no evidence 
that farm theft was occurring on a major 
organised scale but it was often apparent that 
thieves were not operating alone.
 Some used square water tanks on the backs 
of flat-bed utes to steal up to 1000 litres of 
fuel at a time.
 Farmers usually stored bulk fuel in raised 
8000-litre tanks on stands so they could 
easily refuel harvesters and other farm 
equipment.
 It was relatively simple for thieves to drive 
up underneath, smash the locks and help 
themselves.
 “Others use drums to steal fuel – we once 
stopped a horse float carrying a number of 

44-gallon drums filled with stolen diesel,” 
Sgt Conder said.
 Many thieves appeared to already know 
the layout of farms they plan to rob, possibly 
because they had visited before or were 
former employees.
 Some farmers even stole from each other. 
Other thieves included some independent 
truck drivers.

 Sgt Conder said the starting price for a 
basic CCTV security system was about 
$5000.
 “Simple technology can save big money,” 
he said.
“I’m happy to assist any local farmers who 
have a problem with theft and want to do 
something about it.”

One of several CCTV cameras with floodlight 
and loudspeaker installed at one of the 
entrances to farmer Craig Stewart’s Toodyay 

property.

Craig’s mobile phone shows instant video footage of himself and Michael Sinclair-Jones 
standing inside the farm gate.

Toodyay Tidy Towns
Greg Warburton and Beth Frayne

ILLEGAL dumping of rubbish has been 
reported at Julimar, Morangup and Coondle. 
Dumping is a health and safety risk to you 
and the environment. 
 We are trying to be a Tidy Town but tyres 
flung into the bush, and cars and asbestos-
contaminated building rubble being dumped 
is not helping.
  If you are too late to use your Waste 
Transfer Station pass, taking your rubbish 
next week is far easier than picking up 
dumped rubbish. Taking responsibility is far 
better all round.
 If you see someone dumping rubbish, 
please report it.  
 The Keep Australia Beautiful Council 
has free Litter Reporter apps for Apple and 
Android mobile phones. Or you can do it 
online, phone 1300 00 737678 or contact our 
Shire Office. What you need to report is: 

• Vehicle registration, make, model and 
colour; Date, time and place; Type of 
litter; Description of offender, driver/
passenger, man/woman, etc..

 If you find dumped rubbish, report it, so 
it can be removed. Penalties range from a 
$200 infringement notice to $125,000 for a 
business convicted in court. Our whole Shire 
is our back yard so let’s all help keep it clean.

Public urged to report 
illegal dumping

Tidy Towns entry due
THE 2014 Tidy Towns competition has 
71 registrants, with 11 in our region. Our 
submission is due on June 1.
 Have you noticed the new street trees 
around town, and our green Stirling Park? 
Shire staff have undertaken an Efficient 
Reticulation Training Course and Council 
have committed to be part of the Waterwise 
Council program. 
 The Naturalists Club rejuvenated the IGA 
Garden in February, resulting in 15 bags of 
rubbish, weeds, cigarette butts and prunings.
 ‘Unofficial walkways’ through the garden 
are still damaging plants. The Nats received 
a significant donation from Toodyay IGA, 
and have since conducted another weeding 
blitz.
 Two more stainless steel cigarette butt 
bins will be installed outside Toodyay IGA 
(courtesy of our Community Bank Branch 
and Toodyay IGA). The Community Garden 
proposal is making steady progress. 
 Chairman Greg sends his thanks for the 
positive feedback received about his Entry 
Statement model, previously on view in the 
Bank. Regarding boundary signage, the Shire 
has indicated that the old boundary signs will 
be removed in due course.
 Congratulations to our Community Bank 
Branch for coming up with another splendid 
idea: a one-off clean up of the Northam-
Toodyay Road to the Shire boundary, on 15 
June. Keep up the good work, Toodyay.
 The Committee next meets in the Shire 
Council Chambers 5pm May 7 – all welcome.

Dumped rubble in our bush. (Photo: Kim 
Angus, 2014)
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Toodyay & Districts Sub Centre, St John Ambulance
Ambulance Cleaning and External Building/ Grounds Maintenance

Expressions of Interest are invited for a position with the sub centre to undertake 
weekly ambulance cleaning, ambulance shed cleaning and external building and grounds 
maintenance.  All cleaning equipment, cleaning products and maintenance tools are 
provided by the sub centre.  

Applicants require an ABN and will demonstrate their ability to ensure the high-grade cleaning of three 
ambulances and maintain a clean and well presented building and grounds.  

Please submit your expression of interest by mail to:  
 The Committee
 Toodyay & Districts Sub Centre
 St John Ambulance (WA) 
 PO Box 364
 TOODYAY  WA  6566

Expressions of interest must be received at the sub centre office by 2.00 pm Friday 23 May 2014.

For more information please contact the Sub Centre office, Monday – Thursday, 9.30 am to 2 pm.  
Phone 9574 2390, email sjatoodyay@bigpond.com 
or rear 120 Stirling Terrace (behind Toodyay Hair Studio).

Expressions of interest

Police Beat
With Snr Const. Nicky Turner

A HUNGRY thief with a craving for chocolate 
and cigarettes is behind bars after an overnight 
crime spree at Toodyay IGA involving stolen 
goods and cash worth a total of more than 
$10,000.
 Matthew White (39), of Goomalling, used a 
Toodyay Herald newsstand to smash his way 
into the town supermarket on Sunday April 
6 after a night of drinking in which he was 
evicted from two local hotels.
 Once inside the store, he filled his bag 
with packets of cigarettes, confectionery and 
electrical equipment, and used a shopping 
basket and white bucket to remove more 
stolen goods.
 White left the store, buried his haul in holes 
along the nearby railway line and returned to 
fill more plastic shopping bags with stolen 
goods.
 While inside the second time, White became 
hungry and raided the IGA fridge department 
to eat a midnight snack.
 He then saw four tins on the front counter 
containing about $240 in cash for various 
local charities and stole the money, as well 
as 329 packets of cigarettes.
 When IGA store owner Dean Carter 
arrived at work early next morning, he saw 
the supermarket had been broken into and 
immediately checked the store’s CCTV 
recorder which revealed footage of the thief 
breaking in and stealing goods.
 Mr Carter quickly drove around town 
looking for the offender and spotted a 
person of the same description at the Caltex 
Roadhouse at about 6am.
 He called police, who arrived soon after to 
arrest White and take him into custody.
 White told police he had tried to sleep under 
the Goomalling Road Bridge and had spent 
the night in and around that area.
 After being interviewed at Toodyay Police 
Station, he led officers to various places where 
he had hidden the stolen IGA goods, including 
near the Shire shed.

Hungry thief jailed for 
$10,000 IGA robbery

 White was charged with various offences 
and appeared in Northam Magistrate’s Court 
where he was jailed for 14 months.
 All stolen goods and cash were recovered 
and returned to the IGA store.
Easter motorists thanked
Increased police traffic patrols in Toodyay, 
Bolgart, Coondle and Julimar over last 
month’s four-day Easter holiday break 
resulted in 150 drivers being stopped on local 
roads for roadside breath tests.
 About 10 per cent of drivers registered small 
amounts of alcohol in their blood but none 
were over the legal driving limit.
 Police seized one vehicle after its driver was 
charged with driving without a licence.
 The only local vehicle accident over the 
Easter holiday involved an Ocean Reef man 
who was taken to Royal Perth Hospital with 
internal injuries sustained while riding his 
motorcycle in the bush with a group of other 
riders.
 Police believe wearing appropriate safety 
gear saved his life.
 Toodyay police chief Sgt Warren Conder 
thanked local motorists for making it a safe 
Easter overall on local roads.
 WA topped the national Easter road toll with 
five country fatalities, including four young 
men in separate accidents in Carnarvon, 
Collie, Bruce Rock and Margaret River, and 
a 61-year-old man who died in Capel.
10 vehicles stolen
Ten vehicles have been stolen in Toodyay 
and surrounding areas since the start of the 
year, with the most recent theft in mid-April.
 Several vehicles were stolen during daylight 
hours and several have yet to be recovered.
 Police have also received numerous reports 
of property such as wallets, mobile phones, 
computers etc. being stolen from unlocked 
vehicles, many with keys still in the ignition.
 Police are appealing to Toodyay residents to 
help prevent crime by securing their vehicles 
at all times and not leaving vehicles parked 
with keys in the ignition.
Excavator recovered
An excavator worth $15,000 has been 

recovered by Toodyay police after it was 
reported stolen early last year.
 Acting on information provided by a 
member of the public, police located the 
stolen excavator south of Perth.
 Police inquiries are continuing into how the 
occupant of the property where the missing 
excavator was found came to be in possession 

of it.
 The theft is believed to be linked to 
associates of known local offenders in 
Toodyay.
 Sgt Conder said the recovery of this 
valuable equipment was a good example of 
how the public can work effectively with 
police to actively resolve crimes.

Sgt Warren Conder with cash and goods worth $10,000 stolen from Toodyay IGA.
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All cars must be ordered and delivered between 1st May 2014 and 30th June 2014. Offer valid whilst stocks last and excludes govt, fleet and rental buyers. Hyundai reserves the right to change, supersede or extend these offers in its discretion. See your participating 
Hyundai dealer for details. *$1,000 Factory Bonus applies to all new and demonstrator models. The dealer can choose to substitute the $1000 Factory Bonus with another offer of the same value. 5 year/unlimited km warranty: 5 year/unlimited km warranty only 
applies to new passenger vehicles used for private/domestic purposes. Vehicles used at any time for high mileage/commercial purposes are excluded. Refer to full warranty conditions. 12 months free Roadside Assist: Complimentary 12 months Roadside Assist 
when you purchase a new Hyundai vehicle (excluding rental buyers). Roadside Assist extensions are valid for 12 months from the date of scheduled maintenance service at a participating authorised Hyundai dealer. Does not apply to vehicles when they reach 84 
months from original new car sale date. MapCare™: Navteq™ and MapCare™ are registered trademarks of Nokia Corporation. Maximum of 2 updates taken on an annual cycle within 3 years of the vehicle's initial purchase. Vehicle must be serviced at a participating 
authorised Hyundai dealer to receive free map update. Capped Price Service: Applies to new Hyundai vehicles first registered from 01/08/12, private and nominated small business customers only, for the first 3 years/45,000km, whichever comes first. Vehicles sold 
to rental, government, not-for-profit and fleet customers are not eligible. Eligible vehicles entitled to capped (maximum) price for standard scheduled maintenance (ie, logbook) services at participating authorised Hyundai dealers. Terms and conditions apply to all 
warranty and Hyundai iCare offers, visit www.hyundai.com.au/serviceterms for full terms, conditions, exclusions and eligibility details. A. Campaign price for i20 i.4L 5 door manual model only. B. Campaign price for Accent Active Petrol Manual model only. C. Campaign 
price for Elantra Trophy Petrol Manual model only. D. Campaign price for i30 Trophy Petrol Manual model only. E. Campaign price for ix35 Active Petrol Manual model only. F. Campaign price for i40 Sedan Active Petrol Automatic model only. HMCA7237/FPC/DLR

Who gives you 2 Great Deals? We Do.

i20 5 DOOR $14,990A + $1000 FACTORY BONUS*    
Accent $16,990B + $1000 FACTORY BONUS*    
Elantra TROPHY  $21,490C + $1000 FACTORY BONUS*    

i30 TROPHY $21,490D + $1000 FACTORY BONUS* 
ix35 $27,990E + $1000 FACTORY BONUS*

i40 WITH AUTO $31,990F + $1000 FACTORY BONUS*

END OF FINANCIAL  
YEAR EVENT

GREAT 
 DRIVE AWAY PRICES

$1000 
FACTORY BONUS*

END OF FINANCIAL 

NORTHAM HYUNDAI    9622 5588
37 Fitzgerald Street, Northam  D/L: 8805

Parasite weed traced 
to Bunnings Midland
Michael Sinclair-Jones

STATE authorities are trying to eradicate 
an outbreak of the declared pest Golden 
Dodder after an infestation of the parasitic 
weed was discovered in a Wongan Hills 
backyard and traced to Bunnings Midland.
 The Department of Agriculture and Food 
WA (DOFWA) has written to the Shire 
of Toodyay requesting the names of all 
local nurseries to check if the outbreak has 
spread.
 Golden Dodder is a declared Category 2 
plant under WA Biosecurity Agricultural 
Management law, which means that all 
Golden Dodder plants must be eradicated.
 DAFWA Biosecurity Officer Terri Jasper 
has asked the shires of Toodyay, Tammin, 
York, Goomalling, Wyalkatchem and 
Quairading – to provide the names of all 
local garden centres and nurseries so she 
can visit them to discuss Golden Dodder.
 She also appealed to people who bought 
plants – including vegetable and herb 
seedlings – from Bunnings Midland or 
other garden centres and nurseries that they 
suspect may contain Golden Dodder to 
contact her on 0427 998 599 or 9690 2145.

 She said DAFWA was currently conducting 
surveillance and trace-back inquiries to 
determine the extent of the infestation and 
to establish control options.
 Golden Dodder is a leafless, threadlike 
parasitic weed that grows distinct yellowish 
threads that twist around its host, sometimes 
causing significantly reduced yield and 
quality in the host plant.
 The weed has small creamy white flowers 
and smooth, delicate, thread-like stems 
about one millimetre thick.
 The stems are usually bright yellow in 
colour but may occasionally be green or 
pink.
 The parasitic weed twines itself around the 
host plant and attaches to it with sucker-like 
pegs.
 The seeds are similar to lucerne and 
clover, and are sometimes found as a seed 
contaminent that is difficult to remove 
during cleaning.
 DAFWA Invasive Species Manager John 
Dodd said Golden Dodder was known 
to grow on more than 90 host species – 
mostly annuals – including a wide range of 
ornamental, vegetable, herb and crop plants.
 The Wongan Hills outbreak was detected 
in March on several different backyard 
hosts, including tomato, capsicum and basil 
plants.
 Golden Dodder was most likely to be 
found in medium to high rainfall areas 
and under irrigation, posing a risk to some 
horticultural crops and broadleaf crops such 
as lupins and canola.
 “DAFWA has alerted all major vegetable 
and herb seedling retail and wholesale 
outlets about the detection,” Mr Dodd said.
 Golden Dodder is established in parts 
of the Warren River near Pemberton and 
around Albany, and is widespread in eastern 
Australia.
 Mr Dodd said Golden Dodder should not 
be confused with an unrelated native dodder 
which has tough, dull green stems and is 
found on native tree and shrub hosts.
 Suspect sightings should be reported to 
DAFWA’s Pest and Disease Information 
Service on 1800 084 881.

Michael Sinclair-Jones

THE SHIRE of Toodyay will build a new 
$185,000 cat pound next to the town’s existing 
dog pound on Council-owned land in Railway 
Road.
 The new “Cat Management Facility” will 
contain fixed and portable cages for up to 30 
cats initially and be part-funded by a $102,000 
State Government grant.
 The design includes a sterile isolation area 
to hold and treat cats with infectious diseases, 
such as cat flu.
 Shire rangers have undergone professional 
cat management training at the C. Y. O’Connor 
Institute and will introduce a new micro-

Shire to build new $185,000 cat pound
chipping service for residents seeking to 
register their cats, as required by law.
 The Shire agreed last month to relocate a 
former Council works depot office and another 
smaller shed to the new site to contain costs and 
meet strict new RSPCA guidelines for holding 
cats in captivity.
 The new Shire cat pound is expected to be 
ready later this year and is designed for future 
expansion to hold more animals.
 It will be connected to the existing dog pound 
by a breezeway.
 The new facility will help relieve pressure 
on local volunteers who have been using their 
homes to care for a big increase in unwanted 
cats since tough new State laws requiring all 

domestic cats to be registered and sterilised 
took effect last November 
 It costs between $160 and $300 to sterilise 
and microchip cats for registration, and 
Toodyay cat carers have this year reported a big 
increase in dumped cats under the new laws.
 Cat owners who fail to sterilise and register 
their pets face fines of up to $5000 for each 
offence.
 In the March Herald, local volunteer cat carer 
Jenny Ferguson blamed uncaring owners for 
dumping unwanted kittens and causing stray 
cat “chaos” in Toodyay.
 She appealed to local residents to act 
responsibly to ease the burden on volunteer 
cat carers.

Toodyay AvonLink Supporters 
Group
TOODYAY AvonLink Support Group 
members used the rail service to travel to 
Perth last month to find out more about how 
the public transport system operates.
 The 20-member party included shire 
councillors and representatives from the 
Toodyay Historical Society and Community 
Resource Centre.
 They were joined for part of the journey by 
local WA Nationals MP Shane Love, who has 
been lobbying the State Government to help 
save the passenger rail service from closure.
 The group travelled by rail from Toodyay 
to Midland and Perth, where they were given 
tours of the train stations and services.
 Transperth staff explained ticketing and 
services, and likely future changes before 
the group boarded a free CAT bus service 
to Barrack Street Jetty and caught a ferry to 
South Perth.
 “The AvonLink service includes free Wifi, 
making it a fantastic option for Toodyay 
commuters,” Toodyay Shire Cr Paula 
Greenway said.
 Another trip is planned for people less 
mobile or visually impaired.
 The group wrote last month to new WA 
State Treasurer Mike Nahan and new 
Transport Minister Dean Nalder to update 
them on the campaign to save the rail link.
 Group member Elvina described a recent 
journey to show how Seniors can use the 
AvonLink for a relaxing, low-cost day out.

Mandurah visit
WE decided to head for Mandurah and 
simply turned up at the Toodyay station on 
a Friday morning to board the AvonLink.
 I had the exact return fare but discovered 
we could pay only one way and would have 
to buy another ticket to come home.
 The journey to Midland included 
comfortable seats, pleasant staff and beautiful 
river and valley views that cannot be seen 
any other way.

 We changed in Midland and, still using our 
AvonLink tickets, caught the Transperth train 
to Perth.
 Arriving in the city by 8.30am, we walked 
over the Roe Street bridge to the community 
garden near the Art Gallery and returned 
to the Civic Centre at the station for a full 
cooked breakfast with tea and coffee for just 
$8.50 each.
 We were able to tag back on to the train 
using our Seniors’ Cards which provide free 
public transport 9am to 3pm.
 It was only a short walk to the underground 
Mandurah rail platform.
 The view from the train is again very 
different to that from the road and we 
enjoyed the scenery, especially after the inner 
suburbs were left behind.
 We arrived in Mandurah about 10.20am 
and got bus information at the station.
 Mandurah’s attractions include dolphin 
discovery cruises, fish and chip lunch cruises 
and Murray River cruises, and boats and 
bikes can be hired to explore the canals and 
inlet.
 The town also has a Community Museum, 
a Performing Arts Centre and Art Gallery, a 
Public Art Walking Trail and, during May, a 
Stretch Arts Festival.
 For more information, call the Mandurah 
Visitors’ Centre on 9550 3999.
 We returned to Mandurah Station to catch 
the 2.41pm train to Perth using our Seniors’ 
Cards for free travel, and transferred directly 
to the Midland line without tagging off at 
Perth.
 We reached Midland at 3.45pm in time for 
coffee at the Centrepoint Shopping Centre 
before returning to the station to catch the 
5.50pm train to Toodyay.
 The day out cost just over $50 for two 
people using concession cards and Seniors’ 
free travel.
 Add the cost of lunch and a cruise and you 
have a day to remember.
 For more great AvonLink travel ideas, 
email Cheryl on c.l.wiltshire@gmail.com

Day trips demonstrate options 
for AvonLink tourism potential 

mailto:c.l.wiltshire@gmail.com
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AMAZING VALUE 6 PACK

Stable Liquor Toodyay
Shop 1 105 Stirling Terrace 9574 2653

downundercellars.com.au FOLLOW US
DUC0105141/2pgTOH

Down Under Cellars supports the responsible service 
and consumption of alcohol ID 25.

MORE BEER SPECIALS IN STORE.

Specials valid 1/5/2014 - 31/5/2014

Secret View
Semillon Sauvignon Blanc

or Merlot Cabernet
750ml

$9.99
each

Mumm Cordon Rouge
NV Champagne

750ml

$44.99
each

VIEW OUR FULL 
CATALOGUE AT:

$606
FOR

The Doohickie Cabernet Merlot, The Doohickie Semillon Sauvignon Blanc, 
Evans & Tate Metricup Cabernet Merlot, Evans & Tate Metricup Semillon Sauvignon Blanc, 

Vasse Felix Classic Dry Red & Vasse Felix Classic Dry White. 750ml.

Carlton Club Scotch
700ml

$31.99
each

Wyndham Estate Bin or
Brancott Estate Wines

750ml

$202
FOR

ANY

$39.99

Miller Genuine Draft
or Miller Chill
24x330ml Stubbies

Wild Turkey or 
American Honey

700ml

$39.99
each

Smirnoff Vodka
700ml

$33.99
each

each

Brancott picnic basket winner

Congratulations to Owen Webb, winner of 
the Brancott Picnic Basket raffled at Down 
Under Cellars.

Arts Toodyay

ARTS TOODYAY members have been 
making an exhibition of themselves this 
month, several exhibitions, in fact. 
 The annual Moondyne Festival art 
exhibition has been held once again at the 
CWA Hall. 
 This exhibition always attracts a great 
variety of exhibits and this year was no 
exception with artworks submitted from 
throughout the Avon Valley area. 
 Meanwhile, a varied exhibition featuring 
12 artists from Toodyay is currently running 
at the Riseborough Winery and Art Gallery, 
Petersen Drive, Gingin and will continue 
until June 15 starting at 10am-4pm on 
Wednesday to Sunday.

Kevin and Bronwyn 
sincerely thank the very many customers 

of Aquarius Freight and ask them to 
continue to support the business. 

We wish Mal every success.

Aquarius Freight 
has been sold

Mal Cox of Bejoording
will be the new operator

Bendigo knitting
Toodyay Spinners

THIS month Lois spun some green pre-
carded wool from Bendigo woollen mills 
and knitted a cardigan.
 She also knitted a scarf from burgundy 
merino and spun a skein of green variegated 
wool and silk. Mavis knitted a caramel 
coloured scarf.
 For further information on our Group 
please contact Ange Sturman, Secretary, on 
9574 2507 or Gretta Sauta, President, on 
9574 2868. 

Toodyay Central Volunteer 
Bush Fire Brigade

Desraé Clarke

INSTRUCTION is still available to those 
who may have missed training in the use of 
special fire blankets. Please contact Brent 
and Heather. 
 The rain has come. It is now a good time 
to plan and begin a tidy-up around buildings, 
sheds, fences and reassess fire breaks as 
heavy rains may cause severe erosion.
 From April 30 there are no burning 
restrictions within the Shire of Toodyay. 
 However, take note of winds as to whether 
it is sensible to burn on a particular day if 
there is more dry weather to come.
 When burning piles of rubbish, feed the 
fire slowly rather than light a great bonfire 
which is more difficult to control and may 
burn nearby trees.
 Also check that piles of rubbish are not 
harbouring wildlife such as Bobtails, etc..

 The Brigade AGM will be held at 7.30pm on 
Tuesday May 27 at the Fire and Emergency 
Services Centre, Stirling Terrace, Toodyay 
– new members welcome.
 If you would like to join Central Brigade 
please call Capt., Mick McKeown, 9574 
2132, Secretary, Wayne Clarke, 6364 3609 
or email: 2jcentralvbfb@westnet.com.au.

Burning OK, but watch weather

 You can still catch Arts Toodyay member, 
Sue Thompson’s exhibition at Sommerville 
Gallery until May 17.
 It is not too late to sign up for the ribbon 
bookbinding workshop (and keepsakes) to 
be run by Ruth Lawford and Chris Lentz-
Reid on Saturday May 17 at Ruth’s place, 
beginning at 9am. Morning tea is provided. 
Please BYO lunch. Call Ruth 9574 4695. 

An exhibition of themselves
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Furniture 
Restoration 
at the Old Gaol

W E D N E S D AY  1 4  M AY  2 0 1 4
-

S U N D AY  1 8  M AY  2 0 1 4

Entry fee
 $ 3 . 0 0  /  p e r s o n 

Toodyay DHS students - FREE!

As part of the National Trust WA’s Heritage 
Festival, from Wednesday 14th May through 
to Sunday 18th May Tim Harris will be 
restoring heritage furniture at the Newcastle 
Gaol Museum.

Projects will include restoring the judge’s 
desk, used for many years in the courtroom 

reconstruction, and a rare bush-made nineteenth 
century ladder.

Tim will be joined by the Avon Woodturners 
who will be hosting demonstrations in the Gaol 

courtyard throughout the five days. For more 
details please contact Margie Eberle, Museum 

Curator on 9574 2008

Phone Patrick

9574 4402

PE & SM FERGUSON AND SONS

BULLDOZING CONTRACTOR
Owner Operator

* Dam Construction
 * Fence Lines
  * Contour Banks
   * Ripping

Blue Light Disco 
for youngsters

Toodyay police will host a Blue Light Disco 
for young people at the Memorial Hall in 
Stirling Terrace on Friday May 23.
 The alcohol-free event opposite the Police 
Station will be held for two separate age 
groups: Kindy to Year 6 from 5 – 7pm, and 
Years 7 to Year 12 from 7.30 – 9pm.
 Food and soft drinks will be available at 
the hall for a small donation to local charity.
 The Blue Light Disco will include a DJ for 
a fun-filled night of entertainment for young 
people.
 Entry $3.
 Police will attend and help coordinate the 
event so that parents can be assured of a safe 
night for their children.

Sommerville Gallery
Stirling Terrace Toodyay

Gallery re-opens each weekend and public holidays 
from 8th March for a very exciting year.  

Make a date to attend the
STUNNING SOLO EXHIBITION

“Natures Textures”
Sue Thompson and Lyn Bolton

From Sunday 4th to 18th May 2014
10am to 4pm

Contact Margaret 0419 941 823 for further information.

Toodyay Neighbourhood and 
Rural Watch
Desraé Clarke

SCAMS continue to be ‘big business’.
 ‘Virus Shield’, a top-selling app and 
costing only $3.99, is found to be useless. 
 Although the fake app is harmless if 
downloaded, your device is not protected. 
Purchase virus protection from reputable 
sources.
 There have been fake emails from the 
Australian Taxation Department (ATO), 
Australian banks and now scams are seeking 
out those who are searching for work and all 
are requesting personal data.
 Do not answer per your email. Telephone 
the ATO, your bank or any workplace to 
which you may have sent a CV and check 
whether the email is creditable.
 To be alerted to scams and viruses the 
following government contacts can assist:

Bejoording Volunteer Bushfire 
Brigade
From the desk of The Badger 

A NUMBER of broadacre farmers joined 
a well-attended AGM chaired by CBFCO 
Murray McBride on April 15.
 Road signs remain a concern, and the 
Toodyay Shire has been slow to resolve this 
important issue.
 Some owners have improved their own 
signs along easements but the meeting 
agreed public roads signs were a Shire 
responsibility. 
 Cr Rosemary Madacsi said she would 
continue to raise the matter with Council.
 The declaration of Harvest Movement 
Bans and inability to allow for local weather 
differences or rapidly improving conditions 
was also raised.
 Shire CESM Corry Munson said the Shire 
could operate only within DFES guidelines 
– decisions on bans were final.

 Capt. Lawrence Hayward reported a 
year light for fire events had enabled more 
training and he thanked everyone for their 
support and attendance at such sessions.
 He also thanked Operations officer Fiona 
Glossop for her outstanding contribution.
 No new officers were elected except for 
Equipment Officer Ben den Boer.
 Capt. Hayward was returned as Captain 
and Training Officer; Fiona Glossop, 1st 
Lieutenant and Operations Officer; Barry 
Grey, 2nd Lieutenant, Planning Officer 
and Secretary/Treasurer; Mark Glossop, 
3rd Lieutenant and Logistics Officer; Mark 
d’Alton, Chair and Brigade Coordinator; 
Carol Croymans, Catering Officer; and the 
Badger will continue to write this column.
 The meeting ended with a barbecue and 
some excellent fellowship.
 Our next regular meeting is 6pm Tuesday 
May 20 in the Beejoording Fire Shed. For 
more information, call Capt. Hayward on 
9574 5106 or the Badger on 9574 4834.

Road signs remain a concern

www.scamnet.wa.gov.au
www.staysmartonline.gov.au
 When calling our Toodyay Police, who 
may not be at the station, do not hang up 
–your call will go through to the Northam 
Regional Office that is manned 24 hours 
every day. 
 Your call is extremely important so give 
your information to the Officer-on-Duty 
and the situation will be assessed with the 
Toodyay Police contacted by phone or radio 
who may be in the next road to where the 
problem is occurring.
 Crimestoppers 1800 333 000 has an 
excellent record for the recovery of goods 
and solving crimes with the help of the 
community, just like you and me. 
 They do not require identification of the 
caller; however, the caller will receive a 
number for identification.
Toodyay Police 9574 9555
Crimestoppers 1800 333 000 

Water carting ends 
Julimar Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade 
Tim Walker

What a difference in makes to us all with the 
heavy rain that fell recently. 
 For many, it’s the end to carting water.
 Life goes on regardless, with the firie’s 
lending a hand and gaining good training 
on the trucks to help farmers burn stubble 
safely. Thanks go to Peggy and her team for 
providing catering services when required.
 Other thanks go to Jeff who completed his 
line of posts and also the Tuesday morning 
teams for their usual chores and, of course, 
keeping the fridge full of cool drinks.
 Jenny Cornwall, our Treasurer, and all of us 
at the fire shed thank Shelley Kingston from 
the Bendigo Bank for checking over our set 
of accounts and book keeping procedures. 
 This month there will be further training on 
May 18 in the AIIMS System (Expandable 
and Contractible Incident Management 
System). The response for this training 
program run by Grant and Brian has been 
very positive.
 Our regular monthly meeting and AGM 
was held on May 3. More details next month.

Big business in anti-virus scams

Captain Mark stays
Coondle-Nunile Volunteer 
Bushfire Brigade
Colin Blanchett

MARK Middleton was returned as Captain 
at the April 12 AGM, with Colin Blanchett, 
Steve Conway, Rob Frank and James Knapp 
as lieutenants.
 Other office bearers are Pat Conway, 
treasurer, Glynne Bartlett, secretary and 
Kevin Bowen, equipment officer.
 Training will again be run by the 
Lieutenants.

 We held our usual gourmet burger stall at 
the Moondyne Festival.
 If you think you may like to join up as a fire 
fighter come along to our shed on Coondle 
West Road on a Friday night about 5pm 
when vehicle inspections happen or contact 
our captain, Mark Middleton, for further 
information. 

From Toodyay with love

Some of the many donations collected from outside Toodyay IGA and delivered to people 
in Stoneville and Parkerville who lost gardens, homes and possessions in last summer’s 
disastrous hills’ bushfires. Survivors were overwhelmed by the generosity of Toodyay donors.

http://www.scamnet.wa.gov.au
http://www.staysmartonline.gov.au
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Toodyay Agricultural Show 
 
 

The Toodyay Agricultural Society Inc is seeking Expressions of Interest 
from local Community Groups, Community Organisations, Businesses or Individuals to undertake the following Show tasks; 

 

 Assisting with set up of facilities & equipment from 9.30am on Friday 10 October 
 Assisting with the dismantling of facilities & equipment from 7am on Sunday 12 October 
 Bar (organisation/operation) from midday to 9pm on Saturday 11 October 
 Cleaning of grounds from 7am on Sunday 12 October 
 Cleaning of oval after 4pm on Sunday 12 October (conclusion of Equestrian Events) 
 Cleaning of the Exhibition Hall & Lee Steere Pavilion, prior to Monday 6 October  
 External Parking (Toodyay/Connor/Jubilee Streets) from 7am on Saturday 11 October 
 Gate Traffic Management from 4.30pm to 8pm on Saturday 11 October 
 Gates (organisation/manning) from 6am to 4.30pm on Saturday 11 October 
 Grounds Caretakers, from 8pm on Friday 10 October to 6am on Saturday 11 October 
 Pavilion Tearooms (operation) from 10am to 4pm on Saturday 11 October 
 Pavilion Tearooms (operation) from 10am to 4pm on Sunday 12 October 
 Removal of horse manure outside arena after 4pm on Sunday 12 October 
 Youth Hall Kitchen (operation, light snacks only) from 10am to 4pm on Saturday 11 October 

 

Monetary remuneration will be donated to the group/s or person/s undertaking the activities, all interested parties are requested to submit their 
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST IN WRITING clearly stating which task they would like to undertake along with the proposed donation required.  For more 

information duty statements are available upon request, please note, the lowest donation may not necessarily be the offer accepted. 
 

The CLOSING DATE for Expressions of Interest is 30 MAY 2014 
All correspondence to: The Secretary, Toodyay Agricultural Society Inc. 

(M) PO Box 362, Toodyay  WA  6566 ~ (E) secretaryTAS@bordernet.com.au ~ (P) 9574 2465 
 
 

Saturday 11 October 2014 ~ Toodyay Showgrounds 
 

161st 
Show 

get 
involved 

Toodyay Music Club
Jenny Edgecombe 

YOU don’t have to be a performer to come 
along to the monthly get-togethers of this 
club. 
 We dearly love an audience and you 
will find yourself joining in the sing-along 
sessions even if you always thought that 
wasn’t your style.
 There was a convivial crowd at the April 
club meeting, with a number of people who 
just came to listen and enjoy.
 We heard a broad mix of instruments and 
a small sample showed the variety of styles, 
including folk, country and rock and roll 
favourites.
 Sing-along choices included ‘Green Green’, 
‘Mull of Kintyre’, ‘Yellow Rose of Texas’ and 
‘Save the Last Dance for Me’. 
 Maurice and Eileen presented something 
out of the ordinary, with most enjoyable 
versions of two quite different songs titled 

News from Bolgart and 
surrounding areas
Doris M Martin

REASONABLY quiet in the Bolgart area 
at the present time. I think that everybody 
breathed a collective sigh of relief when the 
recent rains came.
 I was in Toodyay last week and I don’t 
know when I have ever seen the river bed 
so dry in all my life.
 I have become quite involved in recent 
times with a site on Facebook called Toodyay 
Photos.
 From an historical point of view it is great 
for anybody who would like to find photos 
of an ancestor or who might like to display 
photos of their ancestors. It has also become 
a wonderful social avenue for comparing 
notes on various topics to do with history.
 Birthday greetings to Tobe McGill of the 
Bolgart area who I believe just celebrated his 
birthday. Happy birthday to any other folk 
whom I have missed this month.
 With school children on holidays at the 
present time there is no newsletter to advise 
me of birthdays.
 I hope that while the holidays were on you 
were all in training for the upcoming Cross 
Country run that happens at your schools 
next term.

Toodyay Lions Club

TOODYAY LIONS Club held its annual 
Jumbo Auction on Saturday April 5.
 There were 440 lots displayed on the 
Toodyay Showgrounds oval and as usual 
there was a large range of items - something 
for everyone to bid on.
 The bidding was very brisk with Tony 
Maddox and Nathan Martin entertaining the 
crowd with their running commentary on the 
articles.
 The auction raised about $3000 and part of 
this amount will be donated to the Parkerville 
Bushfire Appeal.
 The Lions Club extends their thanks to all 
who sold and bought items and to the Men’s 
Shed for providing the food.
 The Lions Club cooked the Gunfire 
Breakfast for the people who attended the 
Dawn Service on ANZAC Day. 

Country Women’s Association
Vivien Street, Secretary

MARCH’S activities have faded in the 
shadow of Glenys’ Glorious Seventieth.
 We had another major milestone to help 
celebrate last month to which we were 
invited to ‘’Come as a Song’’.
 As always, anything involving CWA 
promised fun and laughs.
 As mentioned last month, Jenny Clarke 
planned to attend the Treasurer’s Workshop 
run by State Office. She reported back that it 
was a worthwhile experience and would be 
of benefit to an aspiring Branch Treasurer.
 State Office held an Outreach Day at Mt 
Helena/Parkerville on April 30. About a 
dozen ladies indicated they would attend.
 These days involve office bearers at State 
level coming to country centres to inform 
and educate those who may not have much 
contact with people and activities at that 
level.

Toodyay Community Bus
Di Roberts
Secretary

WELCOME everyone to the May column of 
the Toodyay Community Bus. My first words 
are how proud we are because the Bus has 
been recognised throughout the Wheatbelt  
area. We think our survey hit a few cords 
throughout the Avon Valley. What a great 
feeling that the Cheeky one is achieving. 
She thinks she is pretty perfect. OK, don’t 
get that swelled engine head yet.
 With the results of the survey that we sent 
out to all the not-for-profit organisations and 
their returns to us, we finally realised that 
everyone loves this Cheeky Bus. 
 Now to a happier and even exciting event 
that is happening in May. The Friday Craft 

Crafty girls to create 
Avon Valley havoc

Girls are on the go again, and it is to the Swan 
Valley. Our driver is our beautiful Tania (she 
lives next door and is so very special), and 
she will be escorting these Mesdames down 
to create havoc in all the shops and stalls 
within the Swan Valley.
 A very special event is occurring at the end 
of the month. It is the May 31 Inaugural Fibre 
Festival which will be held at the Toodyay 
Racecourse.
 Our Cheeky Bus has become involved and 
will be working with Avalon Homestead to 
pick up and transport people from the Event 
at the Racecourse into the town precinct.
 The “Shuttle Bus” will be from the 
Racecourse, Toodyay Bowling Club and the 
Visitors Centre, and the fee is a $2 donation. 
 If you have any queries give Di a ring on 
9574 2498. Many thanks.

‘Good-bye’ that were hits for Elton John and 
Mary Hopkins.
 Kris shared her moving composition, ‘Grey 
Days’, and then she and Ben produced an 
uplifting version of the gospel classic, ‘Down 
in the River to Pray’.
 It was lovely to hear Leila on violin, with 
Joe providing a guitar accompaniment. My 
favourite was ‘Song of Joy’.
 Leila also provided the double bass to add 
depth to Spencer’s and Joe’s marvellous 
chiming guitars for Spencer’s ‘Broken Down 
Merry- Go- Round’ song.
 Jeanette, Joe and I held up the folk banner in 
our choices, although Joe’s amusing rendition 
of the grotesque ‘Bungalow Bill’ to close the 
evening was a long way from folk. 
 I wonder how many people have ever really 
listened to the words of that song.
Next club night: 7.00pm Friday May 9.
Any style of singing or instrumental 
performance welcome as long as it is acoustic. 
 Further information: Teddy or Spencer on 
9574 4492.

‘So Darling, Save the Last 
Dance for Me’

Auction helps 
Hills bushfire 

appeal

Major CWA 
milestones

 It is also a way of encouraging the timid to 
apply for State positions. Many quite capable 
ladies underestimate their abilities.
 Meeting others, just like themselves, and 
enjoying the experience can change their 
perspective.
 In addition to the serious stuff there will be 
food and fundraising activities, like raffles 
and white elephant stalls.
 CWA, as usual, was represented at Anzac 
Day. Thank you to Mavis Rowles and Margot 
Watkins for providing the wreath
 Stephanie Corcoran, our International 
Officer, gave us an interesting talk on this 
year’s country of study, Argentina.
 Meetings are held at 1.30pm on the 4th 
Thursday of the month, unless otherwise 
advertised.
 Enquiries: President, Maxine Walker, 9574 
2418 or Secretary, Vivien Street 9574 4871. 
Vivien also takes bookings for the hall.

Avon River bed 
driest ever seen
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All Welcome 
Combined Churches of Toodyay

National day of 
Thanksgiving and Healing

St Stephen’s Anglican Church, Toodyay
Sunday May 25 at 3pm

Share a service of celebration and blessing
withthose who serve our Community

afternoon tea to follow

Graham Boston

Northam Jewellery and Repairs

102 Fitzgerald Street Northam
(Opp Red Rooster)
Phone: 9622 8037

Mob: 0438 919 932

Avon Woodturners
Max Heath

I MISSED the last Herald and so will try to 
be early for this issue. 
 We have been a bit quiet at the pavilion 
lately, probably recovering from our 
Woodturning day in March. This was 
a successful day with about 70 visiting 
woodturners in attendance. There was a good 
display of woodturning in the competition 
section.
 The day started with a minutes silence for 

Python Watch
Desraé Clarke

THE Spotted Burrowing Frog has made its 
appearance with the small amount of recent 
rain, and what a lovely surprise it was after 
so many incredibly hot months.
 This particular frog is generally found at 
night after rain, or its presence indicated by 
small volcano-shaped heaps of sand from its 
burrow.
 We found one in our garden with a sand-
covered head protruding from its burrow and 
large, brown liquid eyes peering at us.
 It may be found in the banks or beneath 
stones near swamps, dams, winter creeks 
and the edges of clay pans.
 Its wide distribution includes the Wheatbelt 
but not higher rainfall areas of the State’s 
South-West.
 The Spotted Burrowing Frog is a large, 
robust creature with the female measuring up 
to 85mm in length and the male up to 77mm.
 It has a vertical eye pupil, no visible 
eardrum and short, strong legs and arms used 
as shovels.
 On the outside of each foot is a small bony 
protuberance called a tubicle which it uses 
as a spade to enable the frog to burrow as it 
shuffles backwards.
 The ground colour of this frog is a purplish 
to chocolate-brown with evenly-spaced pale 
spots that may be white, cream or pale yellow 

Toodyay Historical Society
Beth Frayne, Events Coordinator

OUR headquarters at Donegan’s Cottage at 
Toodyay Showgrounds tends to be too hot, 
too cold or too small for meetings.
 The Society will try a new venue this 
month in the air-conditioned CWA Hall in 
Stirling Terrace, 7pm Wednesday May 21.
 Donegan’s Cottage will continue to open 
1-3pm every Thursday for visitors to pop in 
for family history and heritage inquiries.
Current Research
JENNY’S research covers families and 
properties in Bolgart, Wyening and the 
Wongamine/ Buckland Soldier Settlement.
 She has also dealt with people seeking 
information about Toodyay Ticket-of-
Leavers Kett and Liddington/Leddington.
 Beth is currently transcribing information 
from the WA Almanacs held on microfilm in 
the Battye Library for 1850-70.
 It reveals a few more unfamiliar names 
of people in Toodyay at that time, such as 
soldier Thomas Scott (1854), and warders 
George Rich (1857) and E Duval (1858).
 An 1859 census records 1527 free settlers 
resident in the district of Toodyay.
 Almanacs from 1867 contain directories of 
residents of old Toodyay and Newcastle, so 
we have more names to add to our Toodyay 
Biographical Databases.
 Does anyone remember a plaque on or 
near Charcoal Lane commemorating Frank 
Stirling Venn?
Past Activities
Our March excursion to the old Barn Elms 
property inspected the ruins of three old mud 
brick and rammed earth cottages built by the 
Waters family.
 Thomas Waters had selected his Toodyay 
grant, Avon Location 54, in 1836.
 We were intrigued by the use of barbed 
wire to reinforce the walls but sadly the 
cottages are slowly dissolving back into the 
earth from which they were made.
 President Peter stepped up for his final 
year at our AGM on Sunday April 6, with 
Milton Baxter new Vice President and Wayne 
Clarke new Treasurer, while Desrae Clarke 
continues as Secretary.
 Most existing Committee members 
renominated, with Colin Kendall joining.
 Guest Speaker Professor Jenny Gregory 
gave a fascinating illustrated lecture titled 
‘Toodyay on the international stage’.
 The feature speaker on Wednesday April 
16 was President Peter Robinson with a 
presentation on ‘Toodyay people to be found 
in the Bicentennial Dictionaries’.
 Forty-six Royal WA Historical Society 
members visited on Saturday April 12.
 They visited Connors Mill and Newcastle 
Gaol Museum, the ‘Cascades’ historic 
residence, Culham homestead and Culham 
church, and the Hawthornden property, 
with a tour of the Drummond cemetery and 
shearing sheds.
 The Society had a big contingent at the 
State Heritage Awards at His Majesty’s 
Theatre in Perth on April 3 to support Beth 
Frayne, who was a finalist in the Individual 
Voluntary Contribution category.
 Loretta Wright, long-term caretaker of 

in colour. The spots are found on the back 
and sides of the body and on the arms and 
legs.
 Females lay up to 700 eggs in autumn in a 
burrow in the form of a foam nest.
 Tadpoles hatch in the burrow and are 
flushed by raised water levels which may 
take from 10 to 40 days.
 They have an iridescent gold colouring 
on their upper bodies and a smattering of 
black spots, and change into a small frog in 
September and October.
 The Spotted Borrowing Frog call is a short, 
sharp, high-pitched ‘coo’ said to resemble 
that of an owl, repeated every second.
 Naturalists’ Club members are grateful to 
receive observation data and photographs 
to info@toodyaynats.org.au, or visit www.
toodyaynats.org.au or call 6364 3609.

our late esteemed member, Roger Streatfield.
 We had three sessions of woodturning 
demonstrations and one session where 
ex-local boy Des Donnelly gave a talk on 
forestry and his experience in it. I had my 
first experience as a demonstrator and was 
reasonably pleased with the way it went.
 We would like to thank both the local and 
visiting Swan ladies that gave a hand with 
lunches on the day. 
 Don’t forget that the public are welcome 
to come and have a look at what we do on 
Sunday mornings.

Oakabella Homestead near Northampton, 
won this category with the property once 
owned by James Drummond Jnr, thus 
keeping a local connection.
Future Events
THE Shire has given permission for the 
Society to access the interior of Syred’s 
Cottage, built circa 1859 in Beejoording, for 
a clean-up on Sunday May 25.
 Meet 9.30am at Toodyay Visitors Centre 
or at the cottage, and bring morning tea, 
lunch, chairs and cleaning gear for dusting, 
sweeping, raking etc.. All welcome.
 For more information, please contact 
Desrae at desraec@westnet.com.au or phone 
her on 6364 3609; President Peter Robinson 
on 0417 957 378, or committee member Beth 
Frayne on 9574 5971.
 Membership is $10; postal address PO Box 
32 Toodyay WA 6566.

Phone 9574 2505
120A Stirling Terrace Toodyay

Toodyay Hair Studio
Monday to Friday

9am to 5pm
Saturday

9am to noon

Spotted Burrowing Frog 
emerges after recent rains

Photo: Viv Street

Forestry talk at woodturning demo

Too hot, too small – now just right

Happenings beyond 
the White Line

Bejoording Community Group News
From the desk of the Badger

THE AGM at the Shed on Wednesday April 
2 was last month’s big event, followed by 
a T-Bone Feast. Our annual Air-Hockey 
Competition was also in April.
 Did anyone knock off last year’s winner, 
Vicky Mathews? The Badger was off on an 
Easter walking holiday so that’s some news 
for next month.
 The T-Bone Feast was just that – juicy tender 
steaks, barbecued to perfection and some 
delicious salads.
 It was a real team effort and a big thank you 
to all the cooks and preparers, and a plug for 
George the Toodyay Butcher.
 His pork and apple sausages are to die for. 
For those alone we are blessed.
 Recent members Barbara and Tony Jamieson 
enjoyed their first AGM, which was efficiently 
conducted by President Barry Grey.
 Following the philosophy of ‘if it ain’t broke 
don’t try and fix it’ all current officers were 
reappointed.
 Barry remains President, with Kim 
Leonhardt back as Secretary/Treasurer.
 Nobody else wanted the Badger’s job so I’m 
scribing this column for another year.
 A big ‘well done’ and ‘thank you’ to all 
those who contributed throughout the year to 
organise our monthly events, run our footy 
tipping competition, prepare food and keep 
the Shed tidy.
 Our annual ‘Clean-Up Bejoording Day’ was 
held on Sunday May 4 followed by a BBQ 
lunch – it’s amazing how much litter appears 
on relatively quiet roads in a year.
 For the foodies, Wednesday May 7 is our 
annual pasta night.
 Your monthly reminder: we meet every 
Wednesday evening (except in January) at the 
Bejoording Community Centre which shares 
premises with the local Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade in Bejoording Road.
 Come along from 6pm and leave when it 
suits you. It’s strictly ‘come as you are’ casual. 
Kids are welcome and there are fun events 
every month.
 New members are welcome. For more 
information contact President Barry Grey on 
9574 2149 or call The Badger on 0414 250 
484. Hope to see you soon.

mailto:info@toodyaynats.org.au
http://www.toodyaynats.org.au
http://www.toodyaynats.org.au
mailto:desraec@westnet.com.au
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THE Toodyay Community Resource Centre 
Inc is a not-for-profi t incorporated group, 
predominantly funded by the Department 
of Regional Development. We offer the 
Toodyay community a government access 
portal linking you to Centrelink/Medicare/
Child Support Agency.
 Through us, you have access to public 
computers, photocopying, printing, 
laminating, secretarial and design services 
and individual support to enhance your 
computer skills. Our members enjoy a 
discounted rate and 10 hours free computer 
usage per annum.
 We work alongside the community to 
source funding for desired events and 
activities for the benefi t of our town.

School Holiday Program Success
 A huge thank you to the children and 
families who attended our School Holiday 
Program in April. We had a record number of 
participants over two jam-packed sessions. 
 We’d also like to extend a warm thank you 
to Evie for coordinating such a wonderful 
event and our staff and volunteers for their 
assistance on the day.

One-on-One Computer Tutoring
Gemma is now taking bookings for one-
on-one computer tutoring in the areas of 
internet (inc Facebook, eBay and Skype), 
Word, Excel and email. Call us to book a 
session.

National Families Week 21 May free
Come celebrate National Families Week 
with us in Newcastle Park after school 
on Wednesday 21 May 2014. Light 
refreshments and snacks will be available 
and everyone is welcome.

Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea 
 On May 23 we will be hosting Australia’s 
 Biggest Morning Tea upstairs at the 
Toodyay Bakery.
 Cost is $5 per person and will include 
coffee and a cake.

  Entertainment provided and guest speaker, 
Karen Hansen from the Cancer Council. All 
welcome.

Governance Training 
May 27 (9am – 3pm) - $15pp includes 
lunch.
 Do you represent a committee and would 
like to better understand your role and 
responsibilities? We are hosting Linkwest 
to deliver a governance workshop this 
month. Please RSVP by 20 May to secure 
your place.

Probus
 Many thanks to Jenny Edgecombe and 
Beth Frayne for presenting at the Probus 
meeting on 30 April. (Refer Probus article  
on page 31 for more details.)

Multifarious Mondays
Monday, 10am - 12.30pm. $4pp (plus cost 
of materials used).
 Come in and enjoy a relaxed morning of 
art and craft over a cuppa. Sessions are run 
by the group and include a varying range of 
techniques and creations.

3C’S (Coffee, Crochet and Chat)
Tuesdays 9.30am-12.00pm $3pp
 Just as the name suggests. Everyone 
is welcome. A stress free morning with 
morning tea supplied.

W  estlink Broadcasts – May 2014 
Free Screening at the TCRC this month: 
Women’s Health and Family Services, 
Project WA and Loving Life in the Country. 
Contact the TCRC to fi nd out session times.
 If you would like to attend any of these 
events and more information, please book 
on 9574 5357 or call in and see Tenneille, 
Alison, Evie or Gemma. Toodyay 
Community Resource Centre   Email: 
toodyay@crc.net.au or visit us at 79 Stirling 
Tce. Open Monday to Friday 9.00am to 
4.30pm
Happy Moondyne Month.

SORE FEET?
FIRST STEP PODIATRY

Siobhan Vosnacos

0407 042 122

Has joined forces with

NORTHAM PODIATRY

Vicki Mackenzie

0437 160 665

To help the feet of Toodyay
every Wednesday at the

Medical Centre 
81 Stirling Tce

SIOBHAN Orgles is a 19 year old dedicated 
and hard-working ballet dancer trying to 
reach her dream of becoming a professional 
ballerina in New York City.
 Her passion to dance began when she was 
3 years old in the small country town ballet 
school of Toodyay. At the age of 11 she 
became a member of a touring junior ballet 
company in Perth. 
Her commitment and passion to dance 
guided her decision to travel 95 kms every 
day to Perth to fulfil her dream.
 At the age of 15 and as a full time ballet 
student she committed herself to doing ballet 
8-12 hours per day, six days a week.
 At the end of last year, Siobhan auditioned 
in Melbourne and was offered a position 
with a prestigious ballet company in New 
York City as a Junior Artist. She first had the 
opportunity of dancing with this company 
in 2010 when she travelled to Italy for a 
summer intensive course.
 While in Italy, she auditioned and was 
hand-picked by the Director and was 
offered a place in their New York Program. 
In preparation for this experience, during 
the past few months, Siobhan competed 

Toodyay Friends Of The River
Greg Warburton

AFTER the prolonged dry spell, the Friends 
took the opportunity to inspect the level of 
silt in some of the river pools downstream 
from Toodyay.
 First stop was Long Pool where Dixie 
McKenzie described changes she has seen 
over the past 30 years while living nearby.
 Sadly, the once permanent deepwater pool 
that was a kilometre long is now completely 
full of sand and sediment.
 Evidence of dredging undertaken in 2009 
is now barely noticeable.

Toodyay Naturalists’ Club
Desraé Clarke

THE Shire of Toodyay is very fortunate 
to have two volunteers willing to relocate 
reptiles.
 There are also volunteers who give their 
time to assisting with injured, orphaned and 
sick wildlife.
 It is important to remember these people 
are volunteers. If you call these volunteers, 
especially when you require assistance in 
relocating reptiles, please observe the animal 
carefully as it is frustrating for a volunteer 
to drive many kilometres to a property to be 
told “it seems to have gone”.
 It is also a thoughtful action to offer a 
contribution towards fuel as these volunteers 
offer their services for their love and care of 
wildlife.
 Bobtail Flu persists. If you find an 
emaciated, lethargic Bobtail please call 
the Wildlife Assistance Contact numbers 
urgently.
 As mentioned in the March notes Brushtail 
Possums have been known to take Ratsak 
poison baits causing internal bleeding, 
shown by nose bleeding, plus the nose flesh 
bleeds; call the Wildlife Assistance Contact 
numbers urgently (see advertisement below.)
 A facilitated workshop by Perth Natural 
Resource Management was held on 3 April 
with the topic of the feral pig, an animal 

 We then entered the locked railway reserve 
under the guidance of Brookfield Rail Safety 
Officer Mark.
 There were further stops to inspect the 
river and have morning tea at spectacular 
Emu Falls. Next stop was Moondyne Rapids 
where evidence of feral pig activity was all 
too common.
 Further downstream, some pools appeared 
to be in good condition with deep water  
remaining. 
Avon River catchment threat
THE AVON River catchment covers more 
than 100,000sq/km of cleared agricultural 
land.

Friends of the River members inspect 
sediment at Long Pool. 

Photo: B Frayne.

Wildlife Assistance Contacts
Injured, orphaned or sick creatures

Sarah Dudley: Toodyay
All animals 9574 2118 or 0428 129 477

Robyn and Brian Foley: Toodyay
All animals 9574 5448 or 0417 173 283

Wildcare Helpline 24 hours
All animals 9474 9055

Kanyana: 120 Gilchrist Road Lesmurdie 
8am till 8pm 9291 3900

Terry High: Gidgegannup 0408 918 272
Raptors:  eg Eagles, Owls, Falcons

Relocation of reptiles
John Hansen 0409 880 909

Gary Smith 9574 2656 or 0424 195 852
After hours Monday to Thursday 

and all day Friday to Sunday 

causing damage across Australia estimated 
at $240m annually. 
 If these animals are sighted out of a 
dedicated area please report them urgently 
to Bob Huston  9690 6113 or mobile. 0418 
902 173, email address: Robert.huston@
dpaw.wa.gov.au
 Member and guest speaker, Dr Michalie 
Foley, gave a most informative presentation 
to the April General Meeting titled  
‘Urbanisation and Pollination: using genetics 
in conservation’.
 Saturday April 27 saw Leighton DeBarros, 
cinematographer, give an evening of wildlife 
photography to gather funds to record, later 
this year, the birth of a Humpback Whale.
 The May General Meeting will, hopefully, 
be an outing to Wongamine Reserve with 
fungi guru, Kevn Griffiths, joined by his 
naturalist son, Mike. The outing will depend 
on weather conditions suitable for the growth 
of fungi – Kevn will guide our outing 
decision.
 Please phone secretary, Wayne Clarke, with 
any queries on 6364 3609. All welcome.

Brushtail possums at risk from 
Ratsak poison baits

 Impacts are well known but rather than 
halting further clearing, recent changes in 
State Government regulations allow clearing 
of up to 5ha of native vegetation without a 
permit instead of the previous 1ha.
 With more than 95 per cent of the Wheatbelt 
already cleared of native vegetation, paddock 
trees play an essential role as “stepping 
stones” for wildlife to move across the 
landscape.
 Next meeting: Sunday May 18 for our 
annual Nardie Cemetery cleanup. Meet 9am 
at Duidgee Park or go straight to Nardie. 
 Bring morning tea. Inquiries: Greg 9574 
5445 or Robyn 9574 2578.

in the important MacDonald’s Scholarship 
in Sydney and was fortunate to progress 
through to the quarter finals.
 Recently she has been attending company 
classes with the WA Ballet, Australian Ballet 
Company and Chunky Moves Contemporary 
Company in Melbourne.
 Siobhan has now completed her fourth year 
of full-time ballet training and she is waiting 
eagerly to move to New York City at the end 
of September 2014.
 She hopes to improve her techniques 
further and be seen by future employers in 
Europe while dancing in New York.
 Siobhan and her family are currently 
fundraising to pay for her move to New York 
City, particularly for the accommodation, 
visas and medical insurance. 
 If you would like to help Siobahn reach 
her lifelong goal and fill potential, you can 
donate on line through www.gofundme.
com/7914p0; attend a fundraiser or donate 
at the Wendouree Tea Rooms.
 Siobhan gives her gratitude and heart-felt 
thanks for believing in her.
 See invitation to fundraiser high tea 
advertisement on page 31.

Local girl dances her 
way to New York

Former permanent deepwater pool now filled with sediment

http://www.gofundme.com/7914p0
http://www.gofundme.com/7914p0

