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Shire sues former CEO
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Michael Sinclair-Jones

THE SHIRE of Toodyay is suing former CEO
Graham Merrick and former Shire President
Charlie Wroth in the WA Supreme Court
for various alleged breaches understood to
involve sums totalling several thousands of
dollars.
The Shire alleges Mr Merrick, now living
in Wembley Downs, breached his contract
of employment and his fiduciary duties,
and was “unjustly enriched by reason of
his conduct” while working for the Shire
between 16 August 2004 and 30 March 2010.
He is also alleged to have breached his
statutory duties under Commonwealth
corporate law.
Mr Merrick, who quit his Shire post at short
notice in March 2010 after a rowdy February
Council meeting behind closed doors, was
reported at the time to have walked away
with a payout of more than $200,000.
He now faces a claim for restitution,
compensation and damages in public
documents filed with the Supreme Court on
March 24 by solicitors Civic Legal Pty Ltd
acting for the Shire.
The writ names Mr Wroth as the second
defendant and alleges he breached his
fiduciary duties owed to the Shire as an
elected Councillor between 2 May 2003 to
15 October 2011, and as Shire President from
19 October 2005 to 19 October 2009.
Mr Wroth, a Julimar farmer and prominent
local ambulance and fire brigade volunteer,
is also alleged to have breached his statutory
duties owed to the Shire under the Local
Government Act and Local Government
(Rules of Conduct) Regulations while
serving as an elected Councillor and Shire
President.
The Shire is claiming compensation and
damages from Mr Wroth.
The claim against both defendants also
seeks “an account of profits”, six per cent
interest on any sum awarded by the Supreme
Court and legal costs.
A spokesman for Civic Legal said on
March 28 that the writ had yet to be served
on the defendants and details of the claim
had yet to be prepared.
When contacted by The Herald, Mr Wroth
said he knew nothing about the legal action
and could not comment.

Former Shire CEO Graham Merrick
Mr Merrick also said he was unaware of
the writ and was prevented from commenting
further because he had signed a confidentiality
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Artist Kaye Devlin, finalist in the City of Armadale’s Minnawarra Art Award

Busy time for artist Kaye

LOCAL artist Kaye Devlin
has been selected as a finalist
in the City of Armadale’s
Minnawarra Art Award for
the second time.
The award, which has
a prize pool of $16,000,
showcases the work of
some of Western Australia’s
leading artists.
Kaye, who has won 30
awards for her paintings, says
she is inspired by ancient
mosaics, frescoes, stained
glass and cave paintings.
“While the world around
me provides the subject,
I respond by using colour
and texture to create an
image that depicts the real,
yet shows that it can be an
illusion of reality,” she said.
“I especially like to work

on paper, using materials
such as watercolour, inks,
acrylics, pigment, gold
leaf, collage or pastel, if the
subject needs it.”
I t ’s a b u s y t i m e f o r
Kaye, who will hold a
solo exhibition, “Aspects
of Wheatbelt Colour”, at
Goomalling in April.
She is an Arts Toodyay
founding member and always
endeavours to support local
exhibitions and shows.
This year’s Arts Toodyay
Allsorts exhibition in the
CWA Hall as part of the
2014 Moondyne Festival is
no exception.
“I’m busy in my studio
working on pieces for the
various shows I am involved
in and for the galleries who

agreement with the Shire when he quit his
post in 2010.
The Supreme Court Writ follows a Special
Meeting of Council last November called to
consider legal advice behind closed doors.
Shire President David Dow and CEO Stan
Scott declined to comment at the time, and
Mr Scott declined again to comment on the
Shire’s latest action in the Supreme Court.

handle my work,” Kaye said.
“As well as creating works
for the “Allsorts” show, and
the annual Vino exhibition, I
will again enter a painting in
the Cossack Art Award later
this year.”
The Cossack is the
richest regional art award
in Australia, and a leading
event in the WA arts calendar.
“Aspects of Wheatbelt
Colour” opens at
G o o m a l l i n g ’s h i s t o r i c
Slater Homestead at 3pm
on Saturday April 12 and
continues 10am-4pm
weekends until May 11.
For more information,
contact Kaye on 9574 4446
or Andrea on 0400 495 173.
More art stories, pages 5
and 8

No Moondyne Ball
O r ga n is e r s o f To o d y a y ’s 3 0 t h
Anniversary Moondyne Festival Pioneer
Ball scheduled for Saturday April 26 have
announced that the ball has been cancelled
due to lack of ticket sales. Refunds have been
arranged for those who bought tickets. For
further inquiries, call 9574 2323.
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THANK YOU
Thank you to the volunteers who helped with The Toodyay Herald:
Speedy Cox, Paul Sutton, Wayne Clarke, Desraé Clarke, Maree Lewis,
Richard Grant, Peter Ruthven, Sue Manning, Grant Scobie, Stirling
Hamilton, Jan MAnning.

RATES

ADVERTISING

The cost of a casual display advertisement is
$4 (inc. GST) per column cm (NB Column
width is 61.5mm.)
Full Page: Mono - $560; Colour - $611.50.
Setup size: 260mm wide by 400mm deep.
Half Page:Mono - $280; Colour - $331.50.
Setup size: 260mm wide by 195mm deep.
Quarter Page:Mono - $140; Col. - $191.50.
Setup size: 127.5mm wide by 195mm deep.
Page Nomination Loading: Front page 100%, Back page - 50%, Centre pages / Page
3 - 25%, other pages - 10% (based on mono
price and inc. GST)
Colour advertisements of a size not listed
above incur a $51.50 surcharge with the
exception of the Trades and Services section.
A one-off setup fee (artwork fee) will be
charged for advertisements which are not

print ready. Advertisers, please supply
postal address for accounting purposes and
the number of issues in which you would
like your advertisement to be included.
Accounts are issued every month with
payment required within 30 days. Payment
may be made by post, EFT transfer or at the
Herald offices.
Trades and Services
Single advertisement in colour (including
initial artwork): $24.
Setup size: 61.5mm x 60mm deep.
Double advertisement in colour (including
initial artwork): $48.
Setup size: 127.5mm x 60mm deep
Classified Advertisements
$6.50 for 20 words; $2.50 per subsequent
20 words.
Payment must be submitted on placement.

INDEMNITY AND WARRANTY
Advertisers and/or advertising agencies upon and by lodging material with The Toodyay Herald for publication or
authorising or approving of the publication of any material, INDEMNIFY The Toodyay Herald Inc. against all claims,
demands, proceedings, costs, expenses, damages, awards, judgements and any other liability whatsoever wholly or
partially arising directly or indirectly inconnection with the publication of the material, and without limiting the generality
of the foregoing, indemnify The Toodyay Herald inc in relation to defamation, libel, slander of title, infringement of
copyright, infringement of trade marks or names of publication titles, unfair competition, breach of trade practices or
fair trading legislation, violation of rights of privacy or confidential information or licenses or royalty rights or other
intellectual property rights AND WARRANT that the material complies with all relevant laws and regulations and that
its publication will not give rise to any claims against or liabilities to The Toodyay Herald Inc, and without limiting
the generality of the foregoing, that nothing therein is in breach of the Trade Practices Act 1974 or the Copyright Act
1968 or the Fair Trading Act 1987 or the defamation, consumer protection and sale of goods legislation of the States and
Territories or infringes the rights of any person.
The Toodyay Herald accepts no responsibility or liability in relation to any loss due to the failure of an advertisement
to appear according to instructions. The positioning or placing of an advertisement is at the discretion of the Editor.

Stirling Hamilton
WELL not much to report on council matters
because – as I mentioned last month – they
moved their meetings to the day after our
deadline, so next month I will be able to
tell you what happened in the dim, dark and
distant past.
However, I did hear that many councillors
are keen to sign up for a Bush Fire Risk
Management trial program that the State
Government has embarked on.
They get $50,000 if they sign up, but the
declaration of Toodyay as Bush Fire Prone
will trigger two things:
1. The application of AS 3959 which will
increase the cost of building houses; and
2. Increased insurance premiums for affected
areas. This is ironic, as the increased
standards mitigate the chances of loss
from fire.
A quick look and they seem mostly
debateable requirements such as 12mm
gyprock instead of 10mm, wider roads, more
clearing, etc., but there’s hundreds of them
and it seems no one knows how much extra
it will add to the cost of building your house
or their efficacy in preventing damage.

Environment

On Saturday April 5 Western Australians
will vote on – among other things – climate
change.
The outcome of the Senate by-election may
mean the difference between protecting the
progress we’ve made on climate action or
dismantling our chance for a clean energy
future.
CSIRO and the Bureau of Meteorology
play a key role in monitoring, measuring
and reporting on weather and climate to
help understand our changing global climate
system.
The State of the Climate Report 2014
says: “Australia has one of the most variable
climates in the world.
“Against this backdrop, across the
decades, we’re continuing to see increasing
temperatures, warmer oceans, changes to
when and where rain falls and higher sea
levels.”

Lions Jumbo Auction Saturday April 5
TOODYAY Lions are hoping to beat last
year’s fundraising total of $2000.
This year, Toodyay Lions hope to raise
$3000 for the recent Hills bush fire survivors
who lost their homes.
	Registration forms are now available from
Toodyay IGA, Tony Maddox Real Estate and
the Freemasons Hotel.
Lions Club members and friends have
spent six weeks preparing for this popular
annual event at Toodyay Showgrounds Oval.
About 15 volunteers will be on roster from
Friday April 4 until Saturday, with some
staying overnight to watch over the lots.

Gates open at 8am on Saturday April 5 and
the Auction starts at 9am.
Unsold lots must be removed by 5pm on
Saturday April 5.

A MAXIMUM of 500 lots will be offered
for auction.
Lots will be accepted only on Friday April
4 from 8am.
	Entry is at the Hockey Oval Gates (not the
main gate).
Lots will not be accepted for sale on the
day of the Auction.
Sellers’ donation is $2 per lot plus 10 per
cent commission on any sales.

NOW is the time to have that clean out you
are always talking about and help support
your local Toodyay Lions at the same time.
Donations of unwanted treasures will
be warmly accepted, with Lions members
available, if needed, to collect your donated
items.
For further information or assistance,
please contact Toodyay Lions President
Steele Williams on 9574 2903.

Sellers

nEXT tOODYAY hERALD edition
advertising deadline

STORY deadline

Noon Wednesday
April 23

Noon Monday
April 28

Buyers

GATES open at 8am Saturday April 5 for
buyers to inspect lots.
Bidders’ tickets cost $2.
Auctioneering starts at 9am.

General information

FOOD and drinks will be available for sale at
the Auction. Dogs are strictly not permitted
on the Oval during the two day event.

Donations welcome

Office Hours

Highlighted days only
April 2014

COPYRIGHT
Where no charge is made for the preparation of advertising material, The Toodyay Herald will remain owner of copyright
in the advertising material. Such advertising material may be reproduced only with the consent of The Toodyay Herald
and upon payment of such fee as The Toodyay Herald may require.
©Original works are subject to copyright and shall not be reproduced without authority.

CSIRO boss Megan Clark said Australia
has warmed in every State and Territory and
in every season, and that “the sea-surface
temperatures have warmed by 0.9°C since
1900 and greenhouse gas concentrations
continue to rise.”
Global finance firm KPMG and the British
Government’s Office of Science have warned
that the convergence of food, water and
energy crises could create a ‘perfect storm’
within about 15 years.
	NASA reckons civilisation could
collapse in the next few decades because
of unsustainable resource exploitation and
increasingly unequal wealth distribution.
Sixty-seven people own more wealth than
the poorest 3.5 billion people combined ,
with WA mining magnate Gina Rinehart
right up there having made $19 billion last
year – or $600 a second.
Meanwhile Prime Minister Tony Abbott
has the pedal to the metal but he’s racing in
the wrong direction.
He ditched whole departments of experts
studying climate change, all solar or
renewable energy programs have been
scrapped, environmental and financial
transaction regulations have been shredded,
world heritage listing for The Great Barrier
Reef and Tassie’s Old Growth Forests are
being revoked and even the Science Ministry
got tossed out.
	Neither major party seems to have a captain
capable of turning this ship of fools back
from the brink, and the only blokes who
I’ve heard even mention these issues are
NSW Labor Senator Doug Cameron and WA
Greens Senator Scott Ludlum.
The Senate is critical to the nation’s future
health because it has the power to protect
or repeal laws that reduce pollution and
safeguard our environment.
You could do worse than give Ludlum
(Green) a tick in this weekend’s WA Senate
election replay.
At least your descendents will get a
mention in the deliberations of the nation –
they will be the ones to inherit our mess (or
masterpiece).
The price of apathy towards public affairs
is to be ruled by evil men. Plato
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Business
group forms
new steering
committee
Toodyay’s Chamber of Commerce has
formed a new interim steering committee
to revitalise the ailing body and set new
directions for the coming year.
This follows a special general meeting of
the Chamber last month chaired by Toodyay
Shire President David Dow and attended by
24 local business people.
The meeting agreed to appoint local
businessman Charles Chitty and his wife
Trish to co-chair a new 10-member interim
steering committee.
Cr Brian Rayner was later nominated as
the Shire’s elected representative on the new
interim steering committee.
The Chamber accepted an offer by
Chantelle O’Sullivan, Manager of External
and Public Affairs at Bauxite Alumina Joint
Ventures, to assist with support.
In a letter to the Shire, Ms O’Sullivan said
she and others were “most impressed about
the renewed enthusiasm to see the Chamber
of Commerce develop new strength and
continue into the future”.
The new interim steering committee would
undertake a review and develop a new
strategy for the Chamber.
The interim group would also try to
increase services and membership leading
into the October deadline for the Chamber’s
next Annual General Meeting.
Ms O’Sullivan said further inquiries about
the Chamber could be directed to Treasurer
Clare Love, on 9623 2392.

Morangup, Coondle hit by
petrol
bomber
TOODYAY police are hunting an arsonist
after petrol bombs were used to set deliberate
fires in Morangup and Coondle.
	No property was damaged and small bush
and paddock fires were quickly extinguished
by local residents.
However, police are appealing for help to
identify the perpetrators before more serious
damage occurs or lives threatened.
First Class Constable Lea Arnold (pictured
right) is shown holding two ‘Molotov
cocktails’ seized as evidence at the scene of
a fire in Goonaring Road, Morangup.
Both are Jamesons Irish Whiskey bottles
that were filled with petrol and thrown into a
paddock on Monday March 3 between 6pm
and 6.30pm.
Petrol bombs are designed to set targets
ablaze on impact rather than destroy them
instantly.
	Rewards of up to $50,000 are offered
under the State Government’s Arson Reward
Scheme for information leading to the
conviction of anyone caught destroying or
damaging property by fire.
Anyone with information about these or
other arson attacks is urged to call Crime
Stoppers immediately on 1800 333 000 or
visit www.crimestoppers.com.au.
Police Beat Page 10

More money needed for
landfill tip fighting fund
Michael Sinclair-Jones
OPPONENTS of a three million-tonne
Perth rubbish tip planned 14km south of
Toodyay have lodged 39 objections, a 41-page
submission and a 473-signature petition to
stop the State Government granting a licence
to build the tip.
Fears have also been raised that the
proposed landfill site – next to dense bush
zoned a high fire risk – could cause toxic fires
to burn unchecked for days.
A protest group led by local resident
Alice Bernal and Toodyay Shire Councillor
Rosemary Madacsi has raised more than
$3400 in donations to help partially pay for
consultants’ reports.
Ms Bernal said a total of $10,000 was
needed for ongoing costs and to fund an
appeal if a licence was granted.
The Department of Environment Regulation
is currently considering an application from
Perth firm Opal Vale Pty Ltd to build a 30ha
landfill dump in Chitty Road to operate over
the next 20 years.
A DER spokesperson said all submissions

TOODYAY
PHYSIOTHERAPY
SERVICES
Weekdays
Ph: 9574 4445

DEAN BUTLER
ALMA BEARD COMMUNITY CENTRE
81 STIRLING TERRACE TOODYAY

would be reviewed as part of a detailed
assessment of the licence application.
The spokesperson was unable to say how
long the assessment would take but said no
site visits were currently planned.
The DER’s decision would be advertised in
The Toodyay Herald and The West Australian.
Any appeals would have to be lodged within
21 days.
Ms Bernal said the short time limit made
it imperative that the Toodyay community
raised enough money to fund the full cost
of expert assistance and environmental legal
advice if an appeal was needed.
Ms Bernal said she and Cr Madacsi could
not personally afford thousands of dollars
to pay for the robust science and technical
expertise needed to ensure the Opal Vale plan
didn’t put the entire community at risk.
An Opal Vale Fighting Fund had been
established at Toodyay’s Bendigo Bank, and
concerned residents opposed to the landfill
tip were being strongly urged to donate to it
either over the counter at the bank or online
(account details at end of story).
Ms Bernal said a fire at a landfill site two
years ago in Iowa in the US burned for 15 days
before it was covered with a layer of earth and
clay. It smouldered for several more weeks.
Another landfill fire at Alberta in Canada
last year burned for six weeks, spewing toxic
smoke into the air and causing nine homes in
the area to be evacuated.
“There was no scheme water and they had
to truck in 1500 cubic metres of water a day
to put it out,” Ms Bernal said.
“There is no scheme water at the proposed
Chitty Road site in Toodyay and landfill fires
– once started – are very hard to put out.”
“It can start with a spark from machinery
or spontaneous combustion within the landfill
mass and possible methane gas explosion.
“When this happens, the liner designed to
protect groundwaters beneath the landfill may
rupture and contaminate waterways feeding
into the Avon River.”
Cr Madacsi joined Ms Bernal in urging the
Toodyay community to donate to the Bendigo
Bank fighting fund.
“Currently, the expert reports have been
underwritten by a single resident,” Cr
Madacsi said.
“This is a community problem and we as a
community should share the cost.”
Donations can be made over the counter at
the Bendigo Bank or online to BSB: 633000,
Acc: 151527504.
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Stay safe this Easter
EASTER is a time of spiritual renewal for
many Australians, and for others a welcome
chance to enjoy a long weekend holiday
break with family and friends.
Hot cross buns on Good Friday remind us
of the Christian tradition, while unwrapping
chocolate Easter eggs and rabbits is a
delicious treat for children – and adults – on
Easter Sunday morning.
And what better way to celebrate than with
an extended family lunch or picnic out in the
bush.
But Easter is sadly also a time when far
too many people die on our roads.
WA’s Wheatbelt has a particularly bad
reputation for traffic accidents, and our
own Toodyay Road “greatly exceeds” the
State average for fatal and serious injuries
involving single vehicle accidents.
Speed, driver fatigue, inattention and
alcohol are the main culprits, which is why
local police will be “all hands on deck” this
Easter while the rest of us relax, perhaps
taking to the road with the kids for one last
holiday before winter sets in.
Driving is not just about dodging speed
traps (double demerit points) and roadside
breathalyser tests – it’s about staying alive
and safe, and ensuring others do too.
That’s why this Easter we urge all our
readers to take extra care when getting
behind the wheel.
If you’re tired, had a few drinks and not
sure what to do, get someone else to drive
– or call a taxi.
Look out for your friends too, and be sure
to let others do the same for you. Lives may
depend on it.
Don’t let the next knock on your front door
be the one nobody wants to hear.

No laughing matter
REGULAR Herald readers will know that
this newspaper strongly supports a small
group of people who have worked tirelessly
for several months to try to stop a huge
Perth rubbish tip being built 14km south
of the town.
Two women in particular – Toodyay
Shire Cr Rosemary Madacsi and local
resident Alice Bernal – have helped lead the
charge with petitions, consultants’ reports,
submissions to government agencies, letters
to State politicians and countless emails
urging support.
They are now literally exhausted, and
taking a two-week rest at the start of April
before getting set again for what could be a
long and costly battle to help convince our
State Government to see reason.
The thought of building a three-million
tonne rubbish tip for rotting metropolitan
household waste in the historic Avon
Valley would be laughable if it wasn’t so
dangerously close to becoming a reality.
Toodyay’s future may depend on stopping
this monstrosity occurring – and you can
help by donating to a Bendigo Bank fighting
fund created to help pay for the expert advice
needed to save our town.
Donations can be made at the bank or
online: BSB: 633000, Acc: 151527504.

FAMILY LAW
DEFACTO RELATIONSHIPS
* Separation
* Child Support/Maintenance
* Divorce
* Property Settlement
* Contact/Residence - Children
* Restraining Orders
* Prenuptial Agreements - Binding
Financial Agreements
* Legal Aid Accepted
Discounted rate for initial 1 hour
consultation.
Now seeing clients at:

Sarah Somers

Barrister & Solicitor
85 Fitzgerald Street, Northam
(ofﬁces of Mayberry Hammond)

Telephone: 9622 7255

Early 1900s: the once-mighty Avon River in full flood at old Newcastle Bridge with Mt Anderson in the background. More pictures page 17.

your letters
Cockatoo fire tribute

FOLLOWING a recent article in another
local newspaper, it appears there may be
some confusion regarding the proposed
sculpture of a Carnaby’s Cockatoo to be
located in Toodyay Town Site.
After the 2009 bush fire which destroyed
38 houses and extensive infrastructure, the
Salvation Army coordinated fund raising for
those who had suffered losses.
It formulated a matrix to distribute the
donated funds on the basis of the categories
of individual losses.
It held back some of the money for
future distribution for any unforeseen
circumstances. When it was certain that all
needs had been met, the retained funds were
distributed to beneficiaries using the same
matrix.
However, Bill Maunder, the Salvation
Army Officer stationed in Toodyay after the
fire, suggested – in gratitude to the many
organisations and the people of Toodyay who
were so supportive in the aftermath of the
fire – that the remaining payments be used
to provide a memorial (or tribute) to honour
and thank all those who gave so much to help
fellow residents.
Tim Officer, who lost his house in the fire,
was asked to help coordinate the project.
The Salvation Army sent a letter to all those
people on the matrix list detailing the amount
of the final gift and a request to consider
donating that amount to the proposed tribute.
Some people accepted the final payment
and others chose to give it to the project.
All of those who contributed were invited
to form a committee to oversee the project
or offer suggestions on what form the tribute
should take.
A committee was formed consisting of
Chairman Tim Officer, Secretary Heather
McDonald-Appleby, Beryl Officer,
Genevieve and Michael Shepherd and Geoff
McDonald-Appleby.
A Bendigo Bank account was opened with
donations from those who did not accept the
final payment.
The committee discussed various options
and decided upon a sculpture inspired by a
pair of Carnaby’s Cockatoos which nested in
a tree damaged by the fire on Michael and
Genevieve’s property.
They saw this as a sign of rebirth and a
symbol of hope for the future. Michael, who
is a craftsman, sculptor and artist, was given
the task of producing the sculpture.
A photograph recently appeared in a local
paper of a computer-generated ‘mock-up’ to
illustrate one of the potential locations for the
sculpture.
The photograph did no justice to the
proposed art work and was only a concept
drawing to support the application to the
Toodyay Shire Council.
The finished work, constructed from corten
steel panels, will be a very attractive piece of
community art built from materials similar
to other public art around town, such as the
shade shelters at Duidgee Park and seating
at Council Park.
The committee is also investigating
the possibility of displaying the work in
‘Sculptures by the Sea’ at Cottesloe before

it is permanently located in Toodyay.
If this plan comes to fruition, it will add
another very potent visitor attraction to the
Town.
Geoff Appleby

Up close and personal

MY SINCERE THANKS to the Toodyay
Road communities who drive this dangerous
road every day. I’ve not met a friendlier
bunch of drivers.
Driving to and from the city every day for
the last two years has shown me how much
you all love to get up close and personal with
my boot, often at impressive speed (some of
you get so close I wonder if you ought to buy
me a drink first?) In particular, this must be a
sign of thanks when I slow to meet the new
speed limits that you all campaigned for so
adamantly.
I appreciate that you think our bonds are
so strong that the use of indicators when
overtaking and merging is unnecessary –
telepathy is something I’m working on.
Finally, could one of you generous folk
let me know where to get the exemption to
road rules and speed limit permits that you
all seem to have? The ability to overtake
on double white lines and drive far above
the speed limit would make my drive much
faster. I do try to wave hello as you go
burning past but I’m afraid you might not
see me, hence my letter.
I sincerely hope we all manage to keep
making it safely to our destinations.
Maree of Morangup

More overtaking lanes needed

I’M CONCERNED that new speed limits
on Toodyay Road will increase travel time
to from Perth to Toodyay and increase its
isolation from the city.
This will result in fewer people choosing
to live in Toodyay, and fewer visitors from
the Perth.
It will also hurt the local economy which
significantly benefits from weekend visitors
such as motorcyclists.
	Road safety is vitally important for
everyone.
However, in the five years I have lived here,
there have been no improvements to Toodyay
Road with regard to intersection upgrades or
additional overtaking lanes.
There is still a 33km eastbound section
and a 40km westbound stretch lacking a
dedicated overtaking lane.
Instead, we have seen several speed limit
cuts in the past year and more double white
lines to prevent overtaking.
These changes represent a winding back
or reduction in infrastructure servicing for
Toodyay and surrounding districts.
While cutting speed limits may reduce the
severity of impacts, it also means drivers
are less alert and spending more time on the
road, with the logical conclusion that fatiguerelated incidents will therefore increase.
Instead of scaling back infrastructure
servicing for Toodyay, resources should be
used to create more overtaking lanes, build
better intersections, and widen bridges such
as at Jimperding Brook.

This would enable a safer flow of traffic of
all vehicle types at speeds that don’t increase
fatigue or impede Toodyay’s potential
growth.
With the prospect of losing the AvonLink
passenger rail service and more heavy trucks
using the proposed Chitty Road landfill
waste dump, I fear that our town may no
longer attract the new residents or visitors it
otherwise would have.
I consider that speed is not the only factor
causing the fatalities on Toodyay Road over
the past year.
Robert Koch

Millers Chill tosser

I wrote some time ago about roadside
rubbish, in particular the activities of the
“Phantom Carlton Cold Stubby Tosser” who
was liberally spraying Coondle West Road
with the detritus of his drink-driving habit.
I appealed to him to stop, and he did. Sadly,
he, or a carbon copy, is back, but with a
change of flavour.
Who do you know who drinks Millers
Chill?
If he drives along Coondle West Road, tell
him to put his rubbish in the bin.
I repeat Derryn Hinch’s maxim. “Some
people treat this world as ‘tho’ it belongs to
someone else”. (Tossers, get it?)
John Henderson

Detention centre riposte

With reference to an article in last
month’s Herald, has anybody given serious
thought about the ‘boat people’ who have
attempted to enter Australia illegally?
These people have left their own country
and flown to Indonesia with a passport, visa
and adequate money.
They have reached a safe country with a
similar religious culture to theirs and which
is willing to accept them.
If they were genuine refugees or asylum
seekers, the story would end there. However,
these people then pay smugglers to ferry
them to Christmas Island. However, many
end up on Manus Island.
They are not compelled to stay on
Manus Island. The Government will, after
investigating to ensure that they will not be
persecuted should they choose to go home,
fly them back to their home land.
If they choose to stay in the detention
centre, they would prove more acceptable
to most of us if they did not riot, attack
guards, attempt escape, self harm, destroy
infrastructure, set fires and generally make
nuisances of themselves.
Those who advocate opening of the flood
gates to ‘boat people’ and attempt to justify
their actions are denying many genuine
refugees in UN camps around the world the
chance of settlement in Australia.
These camps offer scant protection against
the elements, limited food and water
supplies, very poor sanitation and little
hope for these unfortunate refugees. If the
inmates on Manus Island had to tolerate
similar conditions, they may have grounds
for complaint.
Geoff Appleby
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Life-saving therapy finds expression
through
art
Michael Sinclair-Jones
A LIFE-SAVING dog attached to a swimmer’s
back, a former pet greeting its owner and a
radiant flower with exposed roots form part
of a unique collection of Toodyay art created
by people seeking to explore art and feelings
from ‘the inside’ through art therapy.
The collection at the Inner Visions Outer
Expressions studio includes paintings,
drawings and small sculptures that reveal
insights for the person creating the work and
assists their psychological well-being, as well
as unblocking creativity.
At the centre of this work is local
psychotherapist and professional artist
Despina Weston, who was recently awarded
a Cancer Council Scholarship from Play
Therapy Australia to undertake specialist
training to support Wheatbelt children with
cancer and their families.
She has also been engaged by Carers WA
to run an art therapy group program geared
specifically for carers in the Wheatbelt and
Hills.
The walls of her Stirling Terrace art therapy
studio are filled with striking visual images
that often reveal a person’s inner thoughts
and emotions in ways that the artist may not
have previously realised.
“This is a practice that offers therapies for
a broad range of clients,” Despina said.
“Sometimes they are people who have
suffered loss of personal esteem or feel stuck
about taking the next step in their lives.”
“The art therapy studio provides a safe
place for people to use art to find their current
truth and how they engage with the world
through their own personal story.”
Art displayed on the studio’s walls
represents a broad range of styles and skills,
ranging from small clay figurines depicting
personal family situations to large paintings
and sketches that reflect deep personal
emotions and variety of media and skills.
All are intriguing, and many quite beautiful.
Some of Despina’s clients are referrals from
clinical psychologists, including Toodyay
practitioner Richard Taylor.
“Some people are quite emotional when
they create their work, while others are just
playing around, having fun and enjoying their
creativity,” Despina said.
She runs group sessions which begin with
people sitting around a table and discussing
ideas before starting work individually on
their own art.
People who want to explore deeper therapy
can do so in private or attend privately as
couples or in a family group.
One of the more striking collections on the
studio walls is a series of powerful paintings
that depict strong emotions ranging from fear
and pain to peace and hope, as well as pieces
that are purely decorative in nature.

‘Oxygen: Companionship can be our life support system; love is like an oxygen tank’
The artist said their work often began by
painting a random background to fill the
entire space before ideas and shapes emerged
from the canvass to become the dominant
theme of the painting.
Another painting by a different artist shows
a woman sitting at a table with empty chairs,
to which was later added an enclosing wall
and barred window to represent a facet of her
emotional life and the need for safety.
All of the works aim to tell a story that may
be intensely private to that person’s life but
also a personal revelation of psychological
health and well-being.
Often the artists themselves are surprised
by the discovery in the work, Despina said.
Some of her clients describe their experience
in the following way:
“I was surprised to learn a lot about myself
and found confidence I didn’t know I had,
plus meet other lovely people.”
“Art therapy is a short-cut to go under the
surface – a need to let go of some things about
myself and connect to others more warmly.”
“I have grown within and found selfconfidence. I have found my voice. I enjoy
feeling safe, knowing no-one will laugh or
ridicule me.”
“For me it has been not so much finding out
whether I could produce something artistic
but finding out more about who I am and what
sets off my buttons.”

Inner Visions Outer Expressions will run
five consecutive free art therapy workshops
for carers from 10am to 2pm on Monday
April 28, and during the same hours on May
5, 12, 19 and 26.
The workshops are for people who may feel
“stressed, exhausted, sad, worried, angry or
isolated” in their role as carers and offer an
opportunity to enjoy some creative ‘time out’

for themselves as well as explore issues and
concerns,” Despina said.
	No artistic skill is required, and the
workshops include morning tea and a light
lunch.
For further information call 9574 4328,
0435 121 058 or email despinatherapy@
bigpond.com.

REMEMBRANCE

FUNERALS
Remembering
Families

Remembering Life
100% Family owned
and operated
Saving families
thousands without
compromise

Contact Susie Lombardi
remembrancefunerals.com.au
email remembrance.susie@outlook.com
24hrs 1300 779 093 or 0430042560

ALL PREPAIDS WELCOME & AVAILABLE
Psychotherapist Despina Weston with two of her clients’ paintings.

TA1316646

We Are a member of Independent Funeral
Directors Association of Australia
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Fatal crash statistics
prompt speed cuts
on Toodyay Road

SPEED limits have been cut at least
temporarily on Toodyay Road in a bid to
reduce an unusually high number of serious
road traffic accidents.
Main Roads WA says Toodyay Road

Roadworker Joe Bentley installs a new speed
limit warning sign on Toodyay Road.

Graham Boston

Northam Jewellery and Repairs
102 Fitzgerald Street Northam
(Opp Red Rooster)

Phone: 9622 8037
Mob: 0438 919 932

“greatly exceeds” the State average for fatal
crashes and serious injuries where single
vehicles run off the bitumen.
“The speed limit has been reduced as an
immediate measure to address safety,” a
Main Roads WA spokesperson said.
“However, this can be reviewed following
future road improvements, such as shoulder
widening.”
Speeds have been reduced from 110km/h
to 100km/h and 90km/h along a 35km stretch
of Toodyay Road between Dryandra Road
and the Northam turn-off.
Toodyay Road lived up to its notoriety last
year when six people were killed in serious
road crashes in just 11 months.
The spokesperson said research showed a
10 per cent cut in speed limits would result
in 35 per cent few serious crashes, and 20
per cent fewer crashes overall.
As part of a review of Toodyay Road, it
was decided to remove the ‘roller-coaster’
effect of having several different speed limits
along the same road by reducing the number
of changes from six to two.
Two sections of 110km/h between Strahan
Road and Salt Valley Road, and between
the Clackline-Toodyay Road and NorthamToodyay Road were reduced to a single
90km/h zone in an area containing a
significant number of horizontal curves.
This would make driving on these curves
safer, the spokesperson said.
The changes added only two minutes travel
time between Toodyay and Gidgegannup.
The spokesperson said the changes
were part of an overall plan that includes
modifications to existing road alignments
at Noble Falls and other intersections,
additional signs, line-marking, vegetation
pruning and general road maintenance.
Prior consultation was held with groups
from Gidgegannup and Morangup, two
Toodyay Shire Councillors, trucking
companies and the WA Local Government

Association.
A spokesperson for the Toodyay Road
Liaison Committee said vehicles running off
the road and crashing were a major cause of
death and serious injuries in regional areas
such as the Wheatbelt.
Causes included unexpected bends, driver
fatigue, excessive speed, distraction or a

New 90km/h signs on Toodyay Road
combination of these factors.
Safety could be improved by providing
roadside clear zones, improving sight lines,
barriers, audible edge lines and shoulder
sealing.
The spokesperson said road shoulders at
Noble Falls would be sealed in 2014-15,
pending Road Trauma funding.

puzzled who to choose as your builder?
Builders Reg No. 11421 & 11422 | CM_WAVESPZ06

Diverse range, essential inclusions at the right price; it’s the total package!

2

The Oakover 230
4

2

your local builder

193m
total area

230m2
total area

FROM JUST

*
8
5
5
$197,

FROM JUST

$219,600 *

The Canning 140
3

2

Northam, York and Toodyay price only. Prices subject to regional areas. Upgraded garage elevation shown for The Canning 140 illustration.

1800 227 161

wacountrybuilders.com.au/essence

essence
range
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Bendigo Bank
On the 11th March 2014 the Community Bank® celebrated it’s 14th birthday. A great milestone for the Bank
and the Community, however we were able to celebrate the occasion with even better news. The Toodyay
& Districts Community Bank has just passed the one million dollar ($1,000,000) mark in sponsorship and
contributions paid back into the Community since opening its doors in the year 2000.
The Board and Staff wanted to celebrate this amazing milestone by doing something a little different.
Fourteen Staff and Board members, fourteen years, one hundred and forty dollars each to fourteen worthy
organisations, who like the Community Bank® also have strong community spirit.
The Community Groups randomly selected by Board and Staff were:
Vick - Crime and Prevention: Glenda – Toodyay Mens Shed; Don- Northam Share and Care; Kirsten- Toodyay
Tennis Club; Shelley – Bolgart P&C; Elaine – Toodyay Friends of the River; Mike – Toodyay Baptist Youth
Group; Kristee- Toodyay Fire & Rescue Brigade; Marg- Toodyay Autumn Club; Zeta- Toodyay Playgroup; Alan
– Bejoording Community Group; Nyaree- Toodyay Miniature Railway; Tayla –Toodyay Historic Society; AndrewNortham Theatre Group.

A little history!

Fifteen years ago the current bank in Toodyay closed its’ doors leaving our town without full banking facilities. A very wise and community minded group of
people formed a committee to look at the viability of opening our own branch of Bendigo Bank®.
With an unanimous decision of, yes let’s go for it, the hard work began, to raise funds ($380,000) to get our own Community Bank® up and running. The
money was raised by selling shares at $1 each, these people are now the shareholders of our Bank and happily have been receiving an annual dividend for many
years.
A Board of Directors was selected from community members to run the company (Toodyay & Districts Community Financial Services Ltd) and Bank Staff were
employed to run the bank. We are a Community owned Bank, under the license and governance of Bendigo Bank®.
People banking with us generate the income, that becomes the profit we make, that is in turn divided between Bendigo Bank® for their license, equipment
and training, to our shareholders in the form of an annual dividend and to you our Community, to groups, organisations, our school, youth, aged, sporting
groups, festivals, projects with our Shire, just to mention a few.
We have put back into our Community and Shareholders over $1.1 million dollars. What an amazing accomplishment!
We are a fully serviced Bank, offering ALL banking products, loans, accounts, passbook accounts, children’s accounts, school banking, term deposits, financial
advice, car, home, travel, health insurances, superannuation and more.

We are competitive with all other banks. We are open Monday to Friday and Saturday morning, and we have staff there to answer your
every enquiry. We want you to bank with us so we can do bigger and better things in our community.
We want you to bank with us so your banking stays local!
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Best friends share a passion for art

A POTTER with a passion for photography,
and a multimedia artist who recycles found
objects have combined their talents to present
a joint exhibition titled ‘Nature’s Textiles’ at
Sommerville Gallery next month.
Sue Thompson and Lyn Bolton are local
residents and best friends whose collaboration
in photography, ceramics, mixed media, art
and fibre has produced a broad-ranging
collection that reflects a shared closeness to
nature.
It was while visiting England 30 years ago
that Sue first became interested in pottery.
“I saw someone throwing pots on a wheel
and was absolutely fascinated,” she said.
“I thought at first I wanted to be a hand
builder but after the first time I got on the
wheel, I was hooked.
Sue lived in Geraldton for 36 years with
husband Paul Thompson – an ABC Radio
broadcaster – and ran an antique shop while
raising a young family.

“When the kids grew up, I ran a full-time
pottery studio, making things like plates and
mugs,” she said.
“We used to come to Toodyay for the jazz
festival, and when Paul retired in 2002, we
decided to live here.
“I brought two kilns with me and have had
them going for a couple of years.”
However, the biggest part of Sue’s artistic
life is photography.
“We travel a lot around Australia and I love
the landscape and textures,” she said.
“I was previously in a camera club in
Geraldton and sold a few pictures.”
“I wanted to make pots in sympathy with
my photographs and combine the elements
of both.”
Sue uses film for her photographs and
doesn’t use digital editing tools.
The result is a large collection of original
photographs on canvas, and pottery that
combines raw elements from nature.

Sue Thompson in her Toodyay studio

Lyn Bolton with some of her work to be exhibited
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Lyn on the other hand started out drawing
before she decided to branch out into
multimedia art.
“I’ve always been a drawer and keep a diary
of sketches when I travel,” she said.
“I went to art college in Bunbury because I
wanted to do ceramics and majored in textiles
and drawing.”
She has taught art and textiles for many
years and runs textile retreats on a regular
basis.
After living in Harvey, Narrogin, Bunbury
and Bridgetown, Lyn returned to Toodyay in
March last year.

The two artists have met regularly over
the past 14 months and said they both derive
inspiration and pleasure from this interaction.
Lyn said much of the colour and texture in
her work comes from Sue’s photography and
her own extensive travel around Australia,
during which she constantly collects grasses,
other plant material, old wire and other
interesting articles to use in future works.
The ‘Nature’s Textiles’ Exhibition at
Sommerville Gallery, 107 Stirling Terrace,
Toodyay, run from Sunday May 4 to Saturday
May 17 and is open from 10am to 4pm each
day.

CIVIL

PLEASE CONTACT JACK WOOD – based in Toodyay
Phone: 0400 263 864
Email: jack.wood@hotmail.com
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ROBE

Mirrored SD

Bed 2
3.04 x 3.60

ROBE

Mirrored SD

HURRY
OFFER ENDS
APRIL

Bed 3
3.00 x 3.60

LINEN

CARPET

CARPET

Alfresco

ROBE

Paved @ -1c
Ceiling @ 31c
4.20 x 5.80

Activity

PAVED

3.24 x 2.82

FLOOR TO CEILING INCLUSIONS*

Mirrored SD

Floor tiling to living
Carpets to bedrooms & theatre
2 colour render to front elevation
Dishwasher
28c SUV double garage
31c ceilings to living
31c recess ceiling to alfresco
Stone top to kitchen with breakfast bar
Double basin & vanity to ensuite
12 LED lights
Laundry inset trough & cabinet

Bed 4

TILED

3.00 x 3.59
CARPET

IT Recess
Shr

Bath
TILED

Dining
Ceiling @ 31c
4.60 x 4.67

Gas HP
& R/Hood
UBO

TILED

WC

TILED

Laundry
TILED

Kitchen
Ceiling @ 31c

Refrigerated Reverse
Cycle Fully Ducted
Air Conditioning

Fr
Rec

WM

LINEN

8 Outlets, 4 Zones

Pty
Theatre

TILED

Living
Ceiling @ 31c
5.20 x 4.20

reverse cycle,
fully ducted air conditioning
(not evap) up to 8 outlets & 4 zones
Dishwasher recess
300L solar hot water
Soft close drawers & cupboards
Double auto remote garage door
(includes 2 remotes)

CARPET

TILED

Ensuite
Shr

TILED

WC

TILED

Porcelain floor tiling
(300x300) to laundry,
ensuite, bathroom & WC's
Colorbond gutters, facias
& downpipes
Semi-frameless shower screens
Luxury light switches

PLUS

4.37 x 4.11

WIR

Plus much more...

CARPET

28c SUV
Double Garage
Entry
TILED

Master Suite

the zenith 270m2

Grano -1c
Ceiling @ 28c
6.09 x 6.19

$246,990

4.23 x 4.01
CARPET

Porch

Paved @ -1c
Ceiling @ 28c

1% DEPOSIT*
Repayments from $50 per week*
Call now to see if you qualify.

OR STAY & REBUILD
email houseandland@redinkhomes.com.au

2

$236,990

if you qualify for the
First Home Owners Grant

Add a bathroom, increase bedroom sizes, or up
the level of finish – it’s your choice. At Redink,
we encourage you to make changes, it’s part of the
reason we’ve won 9 service awards in 7 years.
To change the way you live, visit a display
home or call for an obligation-free chat today.

Suits 15m Frontage

HOUSE & LAND
PACKAGES

2

The home of Choice

Remote Control
Sectional Door

PAVED

FINANCE WITH

4

9 service awards
in 7 years...
always striving
to do better

MANAGING DIRECTOR

Sales all hours
call 1300 434 962
or email sales@redinkhomes.com.au
Office enquiries call 9208 1111
8am-5pm Monday-Friday

* Conditions Apply. Price applicable to Toodjay only. Please ask your sales representative for prices in surrounding areas.
Financial Services provided by SPG Finance Pty Ltd trading as Lets Finance Australian Credit License Number 390261

Display Homes open Saturday & Sunday 1-5pm, Monday & Wednesday 2-5pm
Perth North

Perth South

South West

Mid West

DISPLAY CENTRE 18 Sangiorgio Ct, Osborne Park WA 6017

DISPLAY HOMES - SOUTH OF THE RIVER

DISPLAY CENTRES - Bunbury First Floor, Suite 40

DISPLAY CENTRE - Geraldton Second Floor, Suite 1

Ph 9208 1111 Fax 9208 1112 Sales 1300 434 962

Baldivis Magenta Crescent - The Hamlin
Byford Hanretty Road - The Bristol MBA 2014 WINNER
Golden Bay Tallering Way - The Breeze
Harrisdale Oakbella Pde, Heron Park - The Valencia
Hilbert Jindabyne St, Sienna Woods - The Azzura HIA WINNER
Piara Waters Dealey Elbow, Newhaven Estate - The Victoria
Southern River Michigan Turn, Bletchley Park - The Geneva
South Yunderup Baron Turn, Austin Lakes - Tasman MKII
Wandi Bruny Meander, Honeywood Estate - The Biscay

Marlston Boardwalk 23 - 25 Casuarina Drive Bunbury WA 6230
Ph 9721 1500 Fax 9791 1411 Bunbury Sales 9791 1174
Busselton Busselton Sales 9751 1326
Margaret River 135 Bussell Highway Margaret River WA 6285
Retail Centre 9758 8282 Margaret River Sales 9758 7717

Champion House 87 Marine Tce Geraldton WA 6530
Ph 9920 8900 Fax 9920 8901 Sales 9920 8999

DISPLAY HOMES - NORTH OF THE RIVER

AdCapital4086TH

Builders Registration Number 12049

Alkimos Callosa Crescent - The Southern
Alkimos Topsail Loop, Shorehaven Estate - The Atlantic
Aveley Virago St - The Magellan
Banksia Grove Solandri Bend - The Georgia
Butler Newmarket Parade - The Coral
Caversham St Leonards Blvd - The Tasman HIA WINNER
Clarkson Felix Lane, Catalina Estate - The Milford
Ellenbrook Adlington Pass, Lexia Estate - The Pacific
Landsdale Babylon Bend - The Hudson

MID WEST DISPLAY HOMES

SOUTH WEST DISPLAY HOMES

Bluff Point Railway Street (off NW Coastal Highway)
- The Moresby HIA WINNER/GOLD KEY WINNER 2011
Waggrakine Chapman Valley Road - The Chapman

Bunbury Moonlight Drive, Riverlea Estate - The Bourke
Busselton Nougat Crescent, Provence Estate - The Panama
Dalyellup Colonna Street - The Pacific
Dunsborough Aldercress Approach - The Miami
Margaret River Crellin Place - The Tasman

redinkhomes.com.au
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Police ‘all hands on deck’ for Easter
traffic
blitz

Police Beat
With Snr Const. Nicky Turner
“WE DON’T want to be telling anyone
they’ve lost a loved one over Easter,” is the
road safety message from Toodyay police
as they prepare to work through the busy
April 14-17 holiday break.
While the rest of us enjoy hot cross buns
and share Easter eggs with family and
friends, Toodyay’s five police officers will
be out in force aiming to keep our roads
safe.
	Easter is traditionally a bad time for road
traffic fatalities, and the Wheatbelt already
has a notorious record for a high number
of accidents caused by drink driving and
driver fatigue.
Toodyay police will be joined by officers
from the Wheatbelt Traffic Group for a
“hard-hitting” local road safety campaign
over the Easter break.
“It will be all hands on deck,” said

For Sale
Seeding Rig
NHVersatile 9482
316lb Powershift Duals
4 remotes, one owner
5800 hours 60% rubber
$55,000 inc gst
Flexicoil 800 bar
40 foot 650lbs
breakout 12” spacings
press wheels
A G MOR Boots
with 1610 TBH box
complete air kit
$22000 inc gst

Wheatbelt Traffic Group officers conduct random breath tests and vehicle checks in Stirling Terrace about 1pm on Saturday March 29
Toodyay Snr Const. Nicky Turner.
“We are urging all motorists to drive
safely, observe speed limits and please
don’t drink and drive.
“More people die on our roads at this time
of the year when people should be spending
happy times with their families.”
And Snr Const. Turner also has a warning
for people who get behind the wheel next
morning with a heavy hangover after a big
night of partying – don’t do it.
Only recently a motorist was stopped
at 10am on a Friday morning in Stirling
Terrace with a blood alcohol content of
more than 0.05 per cent and was issued
with an infringement notice, a $250 fine
and demerit points.
Snr Const. Turner said motorists caught
for a second 0.5 offence automatically
faced court and could expect tougher
penalties.
Motorists caught driving with 0.08
per cent or more blood alcohol content
automatically faced court and licence
disqualification, and motorists with 0.15
or more blood alcohol were arrested on the
spot and charged.
Penalties also apply to novice drivers,
holders of extraordinary licences, recently
disqualified drivers and drivers of taxis,
buses, small charter vehicles and trucks
weighing 22.5 tonnes or more who are all
barred from driving with any alcohol in
their blood.

Eight burglary arrests

Ford TW35 180hp
front wheel assist
TPL 1000/540 PTO
80 % rear
front tyres new
2300hrs on new motor
$22000 inc gst

TOODYAY police have charged eight

Authentic Thai Cuisine

people with a total of 27 alleged offences
after thieves broke into three local
businesses.
Thieves forced their way into the Toodyay
Bowling Club at 2am on Friday January 17
by smashing a window to gain entry.
Once inside, the offenders stole alcohol,
confectionery and a tin containing tips for
staff totalling about $250.
Thieves struck again between 3am and
4am on Tuesday February 11 by breaking
into the secured premises of the Toodyay
Tattoo Parlour and Paws’n’All pet shop
in Charcoal Lane, and also the Makit
Hardware store in Stirling Terrace.
Local police responded with ‘Operation
Radier’ which resulted in three search
warrants being executed on Toodyay
properties.
The police searches led to the seizure
of $2000 which was later returned to the
Tattoo Parlour owner.
Drug paraphernalia was also seized
during the searches.
The eight alleged offenders arrested by
police face a total of 27 offences, including
burglary, stealing, receiving stolen goods,
possession of drug paraphernalia and
driving a motor vehicle without authority.
They were all due to face the Northam
Court to answer the charges.

Hoon driver warning
TOODYAY police have issued a warning
against hoon driving following reports of
reckless driving on local roads.
Under State traffic law, motorists can
have their vehicles impounded for up to
six months or permanently confiscated
for driving recklessly, doing burn-outs or
driving 45km/h or more over the speed
limit.
A first offence carries an automatic
penalty of 28 days vehicle impoundment

by police.
If a convicted hoon driver doesn’t own
the vehicle, they are responsible for paying
all towage and storage costs.
Snr Const. Turner said it was important
that local residents inform police if they
see hoon drivers breaking the law.
“We need community help to keep our
roads safe,” she said.
“We try to keep a visual presence as much
as possible but we can’t be everywhere at
once.
“A quick call to Toodyay police on 9574
9555 or Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000
will help us to catch these offenders and
put them off the road.”

Vandalism
VANDALS have again attacked Toodyay’s
popular Miniature Railway in Duidgee
Park in March.
Volunteers were dismayed to find black
paint sprayed on new cream roller shutters
and brickwork at the station.
Vandals also defaced the walls of the
railway cutting and sprayed the word
‘Mentos$’ across the body of one of the
metal sheep.
The offenders used spray paint to black
out the miniature railway warning whistle
sign and scrawled spray paint on other
advisory signs.
Snr Const. Turner said Toodyay police
were investigating two separate incidents
in relation to spray paint vandalism and
damage to property at the miniature
railway.
She urged anyone with information to
contact her at the Toodyay police station
on 9574 9555 or call Crime Stoppers on
1800 333 000.
In the meantime, Toodyay police have
stepped up patrols in the area.

Open Wednesday, Thursday and Sunday 11am to 7.30pm
Open Friday and Saturday 11am to 8.30pm
(Closed daily between 2pm and 4pm)
Phone and Fax Orders Welcome

9574 4124

call Colin
0427 846 043

EFTPOS Available
Shop 4, 4 Piesse Street
TOODYAY W.A. 6566
(At the entrance to IGA)
TA1343616

HICAPS
available
for instant
private health
insurance
claims

7 Henry Street West

(behind the Old Newcastle Hospital)

Dr Ryan Lamp
Dr Jake Georgonicas

Open Mondays & Thursdays
Telephone 9574 2493
rlamp@rivervalechiro.com.au
www.rivervalechiro.com.au

BUSINESS FOR SALE
CONTACT OWNER
PH 0427 742 043
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New Minister to rule on AvonLink
future

Michael Sinclair Jones

THE BATTLE to save Toodyay’s
AvonLink passenger rail service from
closure has taken on a fresh dimension
with the surprise appointment of new WA
Transport Minister Dean Nalder.
Mr Nalder, who was elected to State
Parliament only last year as the new
Liberal Member for Alfred Cove,
replaces Troy Buswell, who stepped
down unexpectedly last month for
personal health reasons.
Mr Buswell – who also quit as State
Treasurer – made the shock announcement
last year that the service would close
before giving it a six-month reprieve and
inviting AvonLink supporters to submit a
business case for it to continue.
The Wheatbelt Development
Commission consulted widely before
presenting a detailed business case to the
Government on March 11, where it is now
awaiting Ministerial consideration.
Local WA Nationals MP Shane Love
said the new Minister’s upbringing in
a farming area would help the cause,
adding that Mr Nalder did not appear
to have an idealistic “metro-centric”
outlook.
“I hope to speak to Mr Nalder informally
in Parliament in coming days to find out
if he has seen the AvonLink business case
and find out what he thinks,” Mr Love
said.

“Mr Buswell said previously he’d do
his best to see it through, and I have no
reason to believe the new Minister won’t
do the same.”
Leading AvonLink campaigner and
Toodyay Shire Cr Rosemary Madacsi
said Mr Buswell’s sudden exit at a critical
point in the State Budget cycle meant that

two new Ministers needed to be alerted to
the strength of local community support
to retain the AvonLink rail service.
The group had written to Mr Nalder
and new State Treasurer Mike Nahan
(MLA for Riverton) to inform them of the
group’s activities and draw their attention
to the strength of feeling in the Toodyay
community about retaining the AvonLink.
Cr Madacsi urged Toodyay residents
to help by writing brief letters to the two
new Ministers at Parliament House, GPO
Box A11, Perth, WA 6837.
The AvonLink Suppoprters Group met
on March 17 to continue its work on
ways to increase AvonLink rail service
patronage.

Toodyay Hair Studio
Monday to Friday
9am to 5pm
Saturday
9am to noon

Phone 9574 2505
120A Stirling Terrace Toodyay

APRIL
CLEARING SALE
Graeme Raine leads the Black Dog riders into Toodyay.

300 Black Dog riders
finish in Toodyay

TOODYAY was the end destination for
the inaugural Avon Valley Black Dog Ride
which thundered into town for lunch on
Sunday March 23.
More than 300 motorcyclists – many
with ‘Winston’ the Black Dog Mascot, a
soft toy dog onboard – started their ride in
Northam.
The riders stopped at Beverley for
morning tea before reaching Toodyay and
being officially welcomed into the town by
Cr Brian Rayner.
Black Dog Ride is an independent, notfor-profit organisation founded by Steve
Andrews in 2009.
Since April 2010, Black Dog Ride has
organised a series of one-day rides to raise
public awareness of depression and suicide
prevention in local communities right
across Australia.
Last year, the National One-Day Ride
saw nearly 5000 riders participate and this
year it grew to 6500 in 31 rides nationally,
including four in WA.
	Ride Coordinator Graeme Raine, whose
mother is a Toodyay resident, said he was
“blown away” by the cooperation of the
Toodyay Shire Council and local Lions
Club who had helped to make the event
possible by readying Stirling Park and
preparing hamburgers for the riders.
Local motorcycle enthusiast Dave
Barwood helped with the local organising

committee and showed his dedication by
completing the Kalgoorlie to Esperence
Black Dog Ride on Saturday, and then
doing the Avon Valley Ride on Sunday.
Dave is committed to this cause and said
he is already looking forward to next year’s
event.
Graeme thanks the Toodyay Lions Club
and Council for their support.
LifeLine received $190,000 from the
Black Dog One Day Rides in 2013.
This was used to extend the LifeLine
On Line Chat Service by four hours per
day, enabling 2000 people in crisis to now
receive help every month.
The proceeds of this year’s ride again
goes to Lifeline to provide their valuable
assistance to those in crisis from depression
and anxiety.
Graeme said the rides aim to open
discussion, reduce stigma and let people
who may be suffering see they have support
and they are not alone.
Help is available from LifeLine and also
from General practitioners who can assist
with effective treatments.
Graeme is now preparing to ride around
Australia later this year with 60 other Black
Dog Riders.
For more information on Black Dog Ride,
visit www.blackdogride.com.au.
For LifeLine assistance, call 131 114 for
24-Hour Crisis Support.

SATURDAY 19TH APRIL 2014 11.00AM
ON SITE AT 21 EXTRACTS PLACE TOODYAY

PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE

ASSORTED BUILDING MATERIALS INCLUDING: PACK BRICKS, RAMMED EARTH BLOCKS,
COLOURBOND, BRICK PAVERS, 8 PACKS JARRAH FLOOR BOARDS, BLUE PALLETT RACKING, INTERNAL DOORS, NEW JARRAH
WINDOW FRAME, 6 TURNED VERANDAH POST, PLASTIC DRAIN,
ELEC ROLLER DOOR, 2 BENCH VICES, POWER HACKSAW, ANTIQUE FIRE SURROUND, 8
PALLET RACKS . 2 METAL CABINETS, LARGE OUTDOOR SETTING, LIGHT FITTINGS, 2 TOILET
BOWLS, S/S STEEL SINKS,
ASST PAINTS, 2 COMPUTERS, SMEG 6 BURNER STOVE, GAS FIRE.
PLUS SUNDRIES TOO NUMEROUS TO MENTION
PLANT:
MOLNAR 4 POST HOIST TYPE 4488
TOYOTA FORKLIFT
ELECTRIC LIFT PLATFORM
COMPLETE SPRAY BOOTH & EXTRACTOR FAN( PROFESSIONAL)
COMPLETE SAND BLASTER BOOTH, COMPRESSOR, EXTRACTOR & SAND
MINOMAG WELDER 190
SEA CONTAINER 20’
OUTSIDE VENDORS:ANTIQUE COLLECTABLES, VINTAGE TRACTORS, STATIONARY ENGINES, TRUCK &HI-AB & PIPE LENGTHS

Outside Vendors Welcome - please contact Tony
Tony Maddox - Principal / Licensee - Members of REIWA
100 Stirling Terrace - PO Box 520 Toodyay WA 6566

Email: info@asktonym.com.au
Website: www.asktonym.com.au

Page 12. THE TOODYAY HERALD April 2014

emergency services
Relief for firies
as hot season
ends safely
Julimar Volunteer Bush Fire
Brigade
Tim Walker
WE CAN all be grateful for another very
quiet month with only two call-outs which
both led to a “stand down” within minutes
of the initial call-out.
One ponders the question whether a fire
incident should be quickly investigated and
substantiated prior to calling out all Toodyay
Brigades for a fire that could have been dealt
with on a local basis.
On the other hand, no one can argue with a
quick and powerful response just in case of
a potential serious threat of a damaging fire.
Whichever way, the upside is that the
Toodyay area has had only one serious fire
for one of the hottest and most dangerous
closed fire seasons in many years.
On to more local brigade news, and it was
recorded that Alison Wroth’s father passed
away early in March.
The Brigade’s sympathy to Alison was
noted in the Captain’s address We are
thinking of you and your family, Alison, on
this very sad occasion.
Good news, with all members pleased to
see Anne Kidd back from a very serious
illness. We missed you, Anne, and wish you
a full recovery.
It was reported in our last meeting that two
stainless steel food preparation tables have
been purchased by the Brigade. This was
well and truly welcomed by the Auxiliary
members and will allow more people to work
safely when required.
Our Training Officer reported that “Burn
over Fire Blankets” will be fitted to all fire
units in the near future and training will be
mandatory to familiarise fire personnel in
their use.

DFES Firefighter Evan Collier at Kelmscott
	Next OGM will be on Saturday May 3 at
5.30pm with the AGM following at 6.30pm.

Toodyay Central Volunteer
Bush Fire Brigade
Desraé Clarke
ANOTHER relatively quiet month for the
brigade was experienced over March.
An introductory fire fighting course was
held with a good number of new volunteers

who were enthusiastically welcomed.
DFES courses are forthcoming as a Hot Fire
Course and AIMS 4 certification.
There will be no Central Brigade training
in April.
There will be no General Meeting in April.
The next meeting will be the Annual General
Meeting put forward to Tuesday May 27.
Prior to the well attended March General
Meeting members were instructed in the use
of the special fire blankets in a ‘Burnover
Blanket Use and Drill’ followed by a ‘sausage
sizzle’.
Plans were finalised for the brigade members

GUTTER CLEARANCE
odd lengths
must go
CHEAP!!
20kg lawn fertiliser
$18.95
Blood n Bone 20kg
$22.50

to visit the DFES Communication Centre in
Cockburn on Saturday April 5; for those
travelling individually they can meet at the
Centre at 10.30am.
The next meeting will be the Annual General
Meeting on Tuesday May 27 commencing
7.30pm at the Fire and Emergency Services
Centre, Stirling Terrace, Toodyay. New
members welcome.
If you would like to join Central Brigade
inquiries may be made to Captain Mick
McKeown 9574 2132, Secretary Wayne
Clarke 6364 3609 or email 2jcentralvbfb@
westnet.com.au.

1000 litre bulka tanks
$105
6 litre Topdek paint
$49.95
4 litre Solver easy wash
$36.95
Makita angle grinder
125mm
$89
Makita cicular saw 185mm
$109
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emergency services
New program
allows young
people to join
brigades
Bejoording Volunteer Bushfire
Brigade
From the desk of The Badger
THE CADETS are coming!
The Cadet Brigade is now well in train to be
a reality by the end of the current fire season.
Mark Glossop has volunteered to be the
Brigade Coordinator and both he and Emma
Beard will be Cadet Leaders.
	Richard Hazlewood will be Secretary/
Admin for the Cadet Brigade Other
responsible adults will be appointed as the
brigade grows. Meetings will incorporate
serious training and good fun activities.
To repeat what I said last month, the Cadet
Brigade is educational. It promotes awareness
of bush fires and risk minimisation and, like
other cadet/youth programs, it will encourage
and develop soft skills such as teamwork,
responsibility and leadership.
Cadets will be fully trained and qualified
as fire fighters so it will also ensure a flow
of fully trained fresh recruits to the main
Brigade as others retire or move on.
In what has been a relatively event free
period since Christmas the Brigade has
continued regular training activities to
capture the unused energy of our members.
A reminder to anyone interested, our next
meeting will be our AGM on Tuesday April
15 at the Bejoording Fire Shed, at 6pm.
The Bejoording Volunteer Bush Fire
Brigade asks you to remember to always plan
and prepare before lighting any fire for any
reason, and have a clear contingency strategy
in place should things get out of control.
Even at the safest times of the year fires can
pose a risk to people and property, whether
it’s burning off on your acreage or a back
yard bonfire.
Don’t forget that fire restrictions are still
in force. If you have any questions you can
contact Captain Lawrence Hayward on 9574
5106, or the Badger on 9574 4834. Please
leave a message if we’re not there.

The Toodyay Fire and Rescue’s pump – set up mainly to combat house fires and on call to assist bush fire brigades

Women pitch in on the fire front

Coondle Nunile Volunteer
Bush Fire Brigade

Deb Bowen and Jenny Blanchett
THIS is a story from a woman’s perspective
as a volunteer fire fighter. We may not be
the fittest or the strongest out there but we
are nonetheless still a vital part of our crew.
We have many husband and wife teams,
along with their families, on the roster and
also FIFO and weekenders who volunteer.
Our first fear was thinking we were so unfit
that we could not get up and down from the
fire truck or lug the hose around let alone face
the prospect of fighting flames. However,
the monthly training and ongoing advice
available from the captain and fellow fire
fighters helped us overcome these hurdles.
So all you women out there, joining a

volunteer bush fire brigade is not just for
men.
Furthermore, what comes with the training
is a pair of really fashionable yellow pants
and coat to match. Also, it doesn’t matter
if you have a bad hair day ‘cause you get to
wear a really neat hat. How cool is that?
Volunteering is one of the most rewarding
things a person can do not only for
themselves, but also for the community as
it teaches you so much in the way of team
playing and learning the best way you may
be able to protect your own home as well.
So if you want to know more about what

we do or just want to come to the shed and
have a chat with the captain, Mark Middleton
or the first lieutenant, Colin Blanchett, then
join us at the Coondle Fire Shed on a Friday
night at about 5pm.
With the restricted burning season in
place it is now time to start cleaning up
your property for the unrestricted burning
season which allows people to burn materials
without seeking the permission of your local
fire control officer. But remember, the fire
control season is not over yet. If in any doubt
about whether and when to burn, then contact
the Toodyay Shire for further information.

CD Tractors
112 Wandena Road MUCHEA
Tel/Fax: 0895714117 * Mob: 0447710056

Shedders make the magic 50
Toodyay Mens Shed
The Scribbler
TEMPIS FUGIT, How time flies. I thought
I had this done last month and now the time
has come around again.
Age is one of the things that bind us all
together at the Shed. Some of us are older and
need assistance some are younger and give
assistance. This is the balance that makes a
Men’s Shed work.
Well we have finally tied down our Patron,
Dr Phil, and at a gathering for morning tea
presented him with a Certificate of Life
Membership. Thanks again Dr Phil.
How about that. With our last Application
for Membership we have met the magical 50
members. Few Not-for- Profit Organisations
can boast that.
All right guys. It’s time to gear up for the
next big event, the Lions Auction. We are to
provide an array of good things to eat while
folk decide to buy or hope to sell.
Hopefully we will be able to raise a few
dollars to offset all the money we spend on
paint varnish and 101 items for workers.
Well the Guru of Grind has returned to
the Shed and the song of the 9 inch Grinder
is heard again, along with the Song of the
Sander from Mr M.
Unfortunately we haven’t had JB there to
give us the blessing of his Morning Tea jokes.
Our very own Wizard of Wood Turning
has triumphed, making a splendid Soccer
Ball Trophy Holder from scratch. Well done,
David, a difficult assignment passed with
flying colours.
Age and time have been catching up with
a few of us.
David has met the Miracle of Modern
Medicine and has had his heart adjusted;
Charlie has his cane and Moonboot; Wally
looks much better now the black eyes and

bandages are gone; and Fred is sporting
another skin cancer removal.
If only we had known the dangers of the
sun in years gone by.
We will be having our Monthly Breakfast at
Dugiee Park this month - a change of scene
and the opportunity to try out our BBQ trailer
now that modifications have been carried out.
Perhaps it will also bring us to the attention
of Toodyay folk who might be interested in
what we do.
This ties down our March month so I wish
you all well until April comes around and I
have another chance to tell the world what
we have all been up to.
Any inquires about the Toodyay Men’s
Shed please direct them to Fred on
9574 5795.

TOODYAY
EMU FARM

New MAHINDRA Tractors 25 - 95HP available now with full parts
and service back up, covering Toodyay and Avon Districts.
CD Tractors has been specialising in the Sales & Service of Tractors
& Farm machinery since 1987. We are dealers for Mahindra Tractors,
solid, reliable tractors to suit Lifestyle applications and Full time Farmers
& Horticulturists. Mahindra are the number 1 tractor company in the
world by volume, selling in excess of 220,000 units worldwide last year.

We also supply Sprayers, Hay Machinery, Slashers, Spreaders etc and
like everything we sell, we back it up.
Walk amongst “Free Range Emus”
in natural bushland
• Guided Tours
• Emu Products Shop
• Dining Area
• Tea and Coffee
• Ice Cream and Cool Drinks
• Toilets
• Ample Parking

We also have a Tractor Repair Service for most makes & Models
Please check out our website or call us on 0447710056

www.cdtractors.com.au

Coach and School Groups by Appointment

Open Daily 10AM – 4PM
Phone 9574 1415

Dealers for:

MAHINDRA, CROPLANDS, REESE AGRI, AITCHISON
HUSTLER, SPAREX, FIELDQUIP
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‘The pub, the post office
and the newspaper’
Richard Hazlewood
“ALL the News That’s Fit to Print” so said
Adolph S. Ochs in 1897, the owner of The
New York Times. These are the most famous
seven words in American journalism,
and still appear on the masthead of the
newspaper today. He wrote the slogan as
a declaration of the newspaper’s intention
to report the news impartially, and that’s
exactly what The Toodyay Herald has done
since it first appeared in 1902.
Whenever you read your monthly edition
of The Toodyay Herald do you ever wonder
how much history is in front of you? Have
you stopped to wonder what life would be
like without your local newspaper? When a
new community is established do you know
what the essential ‘three Ps’ of a developing
community are?
I’ll answer the last question first. It’s the
pub, the post office and the paper. Without
those a community struggles to get off the
ground.
To answer the other two questions, your
paper has been around in one form or
another for 82 years since its first edition
112 years ago, and try to imagine life
without it as there is no other medium to
tell you what’s happening in and around
your community.
To paraphrase from a 2003 paper by
Kathryn Bowd of The University of South
Australia, “The local news function of
country newspapers is central to their
role. The demands of country newspapers
differ from those of the capital cities in that
local news is the primary priority. The
annual events that shape the community’s
traditions are newsworthy and readers
expect to find them in the newspaper…
they want to know who is getting married
this week, who has died, and they want to
read obituaries on the ordinary as well as
the extraordinary.
“The reporting of events and issues which
involve the readers, and the marking of
achievements of ordinary people, helps
contribute to a sense of “ownership” of
a local paper by its readers. Allied with
the focus on local news is the country
newspaper’s local information role and
they generally incorporate a range of
information, from weather forecasts to bus
timetables to local sporting fixtures.
“Even advertising can be seen as a form
of local information – classified advertising
tells readers who has died or is getting
married, while display advertising provides
more commercially oriented information
relating primarily to local businesses.”
It’s interesting to observe that the
traditional approach for local country
newspapers back at the turn of the 20th
century was to fill the whole front page with
advertisements as you will see from this
picture of the first edition of The Newcastle
Herald (see above left).
The first country newspaper in Australia
was The Tasmanian first published in
January 1825 in Launceston for state-wide
country consumption, and the first one on
the mainland was The Port Lincoln Herald
in South Australia which began in 1839 and

was also the first ‘local’ country newspaper.
The first newspaper aimed at country
readers in WA was a state-wide newspaper
published in Perth called The Western
Mail which began in 1885. It continues
to this day and in 1955 was renamed The
Countryman, the name under which it still
operates.
Going right back to the late 1840s
Toodyay was starting to look and feel like
an established town, shaking off its rough
and ready settlement image, and in 1849 the
first real pub, The Royal Oak Inn, opened
for business, and in 1851 the first real post
office opened. There had of course been
some primitive drinking establishments
prior to that and various methods of getting
mail to and from the settlement.
Any news at the time however had to
be gleaned by word of mouth or from two
Perth based newspapers, The Perth Gazette
and The Inquirer although only a small
amount of our local news ever appeared
in them. Toodyay had to wait until May
1902 for the first edition of its own local
newspaper, The Newcastle Herald.
A lot happened around this time; the end
of the frenetic stages of the goldrush in
Kalgoorlie saw a shift of labour back to
farming areas; there was a global financial
slow-down; it was the beginning of the
agriculture led recovery of WA’s economy;
the establishment of a Federal Government;
the transition of the influential John
Forrest from WA State to Federal politics;
the expansion of the Midland Railway
from Newcastle to Bolgart; and in 1911
Newcastle changed its name to Toodyay.
This was the golden age for Toodyay, the
time when it came into its own as a thriving
town and community, and The Newcastle
Herald, a vital element in this ‘coming of
age’, was there to record it all!

The first Newcastle Herald was published
on 10 May 1902. Its owner Charles Dawson
was also the editor and in his first editorial
column wrote these lofty words, “Ours
is an entirely independent position – we
have no sponsors, we are the mouthpiece
of no clique or organisation, and ‘to every
man his own’ is our watchword. No class
distinctions or favouritism of any kind will
find a place in our pages, and to all who
have a grievance of any public significance
our columns will ever be open”. That is but
a small example of the many lofty phrases
in the first editorial.
The Newcastle Herald had a sub-title, and
Toodyay District Chronicle, and this style
continued throughout many generations of
the newspaper reflecting the development
of the districts surrounding Toodyay and
the expansion of The Herald’s reach. For
example the masthead (above) from a
1914 edition, after Newcastle’s name was
officially changed to Toodyay, says The
Toodyay Herald and Bolgart and Wyening
Districts Chronicle.
Continued on Page 15

Sommerville Gallery
Stirling Terrace Toodyay

Gallery re-opens each weekend and public holidays
from 8th March for a very exciting year.
Make a date to attend the
STUNNING SOLO EXHIBITION

“Natures Textures”
Sue Thompson and Lyn Bolton

From Sunday 4th to 18th May 2014
10am to 4pm
Contact Margaret 0419 941 823 for further information.

Continued from Page 14
At various times it had sub-titles such as
and Victoria Plains Vigilant, and Mundaring
Guardian and Victoria Plains Vigilant.
These and other variations reflected further
expansions of its distribution range.
The Herald in all its forms was
continuously published, through two world
wars, a number of owners, and numerous
editors, beyond its golden jubilee in
1952, until the final edition of the original
newspaper on 27 May 1954.
From 1942 to 1946 the newspaper was
based in Goomalling but returned to
Toodyay for the March edition in 1946.
The eventual closure was said to be “due
to difficulties in obtaining mechanical
assistance” which presumably meant
printing facilities.
During the period when there was
no newspaper The Northam Advocate
opportunistically registered the masthead
of The Toodyay Herald but didn’t publish
it.
In December 1984 after a 30 year
hiatus The Toodyay Herald was reborn
as a newsletter produced as a community
venture by volunteer staff, and throughout
its journey to becoming a fully fledged
newspaper, it has remained community
owned and produced by volunteers.
With Judy Dinnison as Chair and Peter
Webb as Editor, 700 copies of the first 1984
edition were produced on a photocopier at
the Shire of Toodyay offices.
The Northam Advocate objected to the use
of the masthead and a successful legal battle
ensued to regain the rights to the masthead
a few years later, and the newspaper was
eventually incorporated in 1991.
Since then The Toodyay Herald has
gone from strength to strength. It has built
up an impressive reputation as a quality
publication, its advertising revenue ensures
that it is self-funding, albeit in a very frugal
way, and its new Editor, Michael SinclairJones, did us a great favour by retiring to
Toodyay following a long professional
career in the newspaper industry where he
worked for The West Australian, and what
is arguably Australia’s finest commercially
operated local newspaper, The Kalgoorlie
Miner.
Hopefully, after reading this, the next
time you pick up your copy of The Toodyay
Herald you will think about its provenance,
about its place in our community’s history,
and spare a thought for the countless hours
put in by many committed volunteers to
bring you a free copy of the best country
newspaper in WA every month from
February to December.

Toodyay Farmers
Market
PLANNING for the Toodyay Farmers
Market is coming along nicely.
It has been decided to hold the event in
Stirling Park on the main street of town.
This event will be done in conjunction
with the School P&C Car Boot Sale and
Craft Markets – all held at different locations
around town, on the same day.
This is hoped to encourage locals and
tourists to wander around our lovely town,
making the most of the day and supporting
local businesses and events alike.
This opens an opportunity for a very
successful monthly event, which if embraced
by locals, can have a BIG impact on our
town.
The Farmers Market will provide a space
to sell locally grown produce, locally made
or produced food items, poultry, grain, hay,
straw etc.
There will be education sessions at
each market covering a range of topics on
sustainable living, property & livestock
management, animal husbandry etc, and a
space where people can view livestock.
The vision is to have the markets become
a place to bring people together with a
common theme of health, environment and
community – bringing back to life old school
ways, which ultimately aim to better our
lives.
A meeting for the Farmers Market is held
once a fortnight on Thursdays 5pm at the
Toodyay Club. The next dates are April 3
and 17 and May1.
If you would like to be involved in this
project please feel free to come along.
For more information please contact
Karla Hooper - eo@toodyay.wa.gov.au or
9574 2258.
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An extract from the 1914 edition of The Toodyay Herald
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obituaries

Wireless operator
reached the world
DESMOND Peter (Con) Murphy was born
on 30 June 1926 in Dublin City, Ireland,
the fifth of six children born to Patrick and
Elizabeth Murphy.
Con’s mother died when he was four years
old, and his father, who served in the British
Army in World War One, had been affected
by mustard gas and suffered poor health.
As a result, the six children were separated
and put into foster care.
Con was fostered by a wonderful
woman, Mrs Ryan, who lived in the Dublin
countryside in Tooten Hill, Rathcool. Mrs
Ryan had another foster child, Francie
McMahon, and he and Con grew up together
as brothers.
Con completed his education at Rathcoole’s
‘Old School’ and in these carefree times
spent in green fields he grew to be a gentle,
kind, caring, intelligent and very handsome
young man.
When World War Two broke out, Con was
keen to enter the Irish Army and serve his
country. He lied about his age, saying that
he was 16 when he was only 15 years old,
and enlisted on 10 November 1941.
The war in Ireland was called “The
Emergency” because the country was
officially ‘neutral’ but still under threat.
Con was posted to Cork where he
worked on Coastal Watch and maintaining
infrastructure.
The boy soldier became a fully-fledged
professional soldier in those five years spent
in Cork.
He loved the Cork countryside and
considered himself in some ways to be a
Cork man.
At the end of the war, Con returned to
Dublin where, at 22 years of age, he met
and fell in love with Breda Fitzpatrick.
They married a year later and spent the
next 64 years together.
They had 10 children, two who died at

birth or shortly after birth. The remaining
eight – Colm, Peg, Una, Enda, Desmond,
Fiona, Grania and Martha – provided them
with endless pleasure and love as well as
great responsibility.
Con provided for all of them selflessly but
tragically his eldest child, Colm, drowned
when he was 16 years old.
Con spent 28 proud and dedicated years in
the Irish Army, reaching the rank of Quarter
Master Sergeant in the Engineering Corp.
He completed two tours of duty in Cyprus
with the UN Peacekeeping Force and was
awarded four medals while an Irish soldier.
He was awarded two medals in the service
of peace, one from the Irish Army and one
from the UN.
He was also awarded a medal for long
service from the Irish Army.
Con was discharged from the Irish Army
on 2 January 1970 with a formal record and
recognition of Exemplary Military Conduct.
He, Breda and their seven remaining
children emigrated to the other side of the
world, to sunny Perth, Western Australia.
For the next 10 years Con worked for Pye
Phillips in stocks and stores, and then setting
up relay stations for telecommunications in
the pioneering days of the North-West.
He also worked as an Orderly at Royal
Perth Hospital and later at the Home of
Peace in Inglewood. He was a caring and
humane man, and treated everyone with
respect.
In 1980 with their children raised, it was
time once more to embark on what became
a six-year caretaking odyssey on country
properties in WA.
Con was a country boy again, riding on
a tractor in the orange groves of Gingin
or mustering beef cattle on a motorbike in
Mumballup.
In retirement his love of the country life
continued in Beelerup, Cookernup, Yarloop

and Waroona before settling in Toodyay in
1999.
Con was a man born before his time.
He had a natural gift for scientific inquiry,
understanding, vision, as well as practical
application.
His passion was for electronics and
amateur radio, building his own radios for
transmitting and receiving radio signals by
voice or Morse code from all over the world.
Wherever he went, his aerials went
with him, including to White Gum Ridge,
Coondle, where he lived from 1998 until
moving into town in 2011.
Con spoke to hundreds of people in every
continent, broadening his knowledge and
perspective not only of science but also of

culture, politics, religion and life.
He was a member of the Irish Radio
Transmitters Society with the call sign
EI9S and was elected to Honorary Life
Membership of that society in 1982.
He was also a full member of the Wireless
Institute of Australia from 1971 with the
call sign VK6PM, and became an elected
member of the Radio Amateurs Old Timers
Club (Australia) in 1982.
Protecting his family was Con’s life,
comrade soldiers were his clan, and he was
valiant and noble to the end of his days.
At ease Soldier, you have earned your
peace.
(Con died at home in Toodyay on March
17, St Patrick’s Day.)

Coondle beekeeper the last of a generation

HARRY Cook was born on the April 1 1923
in the old Toodyay Hospital and as he was
born on April Fools’ Day this became a
constant source of amusement for his family
throughout his life. He was the third of five
sons to Samuel and Margaret Cook, apiarists
from Coondle, who were original settlers of
the district.
Harry attended Toodyay School in Duke
Street until the age of 14 when his father
sadly passed away. Since Harry believed
school was unnecessary for him, even
though his report card called him an
outstanding student, the decision to leave
at a young age to help his mother work on
the family farm was an easy one. The farm
orchard supplied fruit to the district and
Harry often recalled he and his brother,

Bill, throwing unripe persimmons against
a wall to soften them up before packing for
transport.
Beekeeping became Harry’s chosen
career for life and so he followed in the
footsteps of his father. Harry recalled that
a day’s work was determined by how far
the horse could walk. But following the
formation of a partnership with his brothers
and the purchase of trucks including a 1948
Studebaker and an early model Ford, Harry
and his brothers were able to cover greater
distances than they had ever dreamt of
before. So they chased the seasonal honey
flow into areas including the Goldfields,
the Great Southern and the Wheatbelt. The
Cook brothers worked the bee hives until
2006 when Harry was 83 years old.

In the late 1950s, Harry took the brave
step of travelling to Singapore on a tramp
steamer. His adventures also took him
across the Nullarbor to Sydney with his
younger brother, Geoff, in their 1947
Studebaker. Harry remembered that the
heavy dust that hid the wombat holes caused
many a traveller to experience broken axles
and flat tyres.
On December 12 1964, after two years of
courtship, Harry married local girl, Lynnette
Wood. He built a family home on the farm
where Lynn still lives today after 49 years of
marriage. There they raised two daughters,
Claire Louise born in November 1966 and
Alison Marie born in June 1969. Both
daughters married and Harry welcomed into
his family sons in law, Neville and Charlie.
The arrival of three grandchildren brought
great enjoyment into his life.

Lake
Charlotte
Perth Hills

4750 Bailup Rd, Wooroloo

Breakfast
by the lake
Saturday &
Sundays
8:30 - 10:30
bookings required
ph: 95731200

Harry was passionate about sport, playing
cricket, tennis and golf throughout his
lifetime. He was generous in providing
financial support to the various clubs to
which he belonged. He spent hundreds of
hours at busy bees. In recognition of this,
he became an Honorary Life Member of
the Toodyay Tennis Club in 1986 and was
awarded life membership in 1987 by the
Toodyay Golf Club. We were so fortunate
to have Harry with us. With the passing of
Harry Cook comes the end of an era, the last
of a band of five bee keeping brothers who
were gentlemen through and through.
In the words of long-time friend, Rodney
Fewster, “Harry has gone to where the honey
never stops flowing and the putts just keep
dropping in the hole”.

MCBRIDE CONTRACTING
EARTHMOVING SPECIALISTS
CONSTRUCTION OF ALL
SAND PADS, SITE CLEARING,
TRENCHING, SEPTIC INSTALLATION
SUPPLIERS OF ALL SANDS AND
SOILS
BOBCAT, TRUCK AND
14T EXCAVATOR HIRE
COMPLETE SITE WORKS FOR
YOUR NEW HOME

enquiries all hours
Murray and Tracy McBride
Ph 9574 2616 Fax 9574 2103
Mob 0407 722226
PO Box 400
Toodyay WA 6566
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The mighty Avon River in full flood

Margie Eberle
WHERE has all the water gone?
In the Newcastle Museum’s collection of
historic photos there are 37 of the flooded
Avon River and surrounding Toodyay
districts.
These images show regular floods in each

Circa 1955 boarding house, formerly Mongers Store,(now demolished) was located in what is now called Duidgee Park
decade from the early 1900s through to the
mid-1950s.
Since then our pictorial record of this
memorable and almost annual event peters
out.
Photographs courtesy Newcastle Museum
collection.

1900s house known as the Ark. During a flood it floated off its stumps and was stopped
only by a fence

Old Newcastle Bridge in full flood
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Younger veterans breeze in on motorcycles

Toodyay RSL Sub Branch
Lou Kidd
Hon Secretary/Treasurer
ON SUNDAY March 9 a group of young
veterans breezed into Toodyay on their
motorcycles.
They were all members of the Military
Brotherhood MMC (MBMMC) and are a
group of young veterans, and some not so
young, who have banded together to provide
camaraderie, mateship and firm support.
The MB was raised to provide essential
support to ex-service and serving Veterans
through a partnership with the Department
of Veteran Affairs (DVA) the Returned and
Services League (RSL) and other Ex Service
Organisations (ESO), just as the Vietnam
Veterans do, but more for our upcoming
young Veterans.
To us older Veterans of the Toodyay RSL
it was like a breath of fresh air, seeing all of
these young Veterans who donated their time
and energies to visit our sub branch to see
what was happening in our patch and to see
if there was any way they could assist us.
They have set up a program where they will
be visiting many centres in Regional WA to
meet and greet as many veterans as possible.
The club has many modern day Veterans
having done recent tours of Afghanistan,
Iraq, Timor and various other operational
deployments as tasked by the government
of the day. Some of their members are still
serving in our Armed Forces.
It was a very pleasant afternoon. Thanks
to the Toodyay Club for allowing us to use
their facilities.
The RSL as a national organisation
struggles to attract new members, as does
our sub branch. There are many veterans who
live in our community who do not belong to
the RSL for one reason or another.
The main aim of the RSL is to look after
their interests and to be there to support
Veterans and their family in their time of
need.
We also assist in obtaining welfare, pension
and advocacy support. Veterans and their
families do not have to belong to the RSL

L-R Dr Michael McGuinness, John Clarke, Olivia Ferguson, Sam Chitty, Steele Williams, Bel Rowe, Don Bates, Cr David Dow
for us to assist them.
conflict thereafter. Others who have served Main Parade starts outside Memorial Hall,
If anyone knows of any Veteran or for not less than six months in the Regular or Stirling Terrace. Form up at 10.30am for
Veteran’s family who needs support, please Reserve Forces of any of the countries of the step off at 10.45am. The Main Service is
get in touch with us — President John 9574 Commonwealth of Nations or of the United at ANZAC Park when the parade arrives at
5715, Vice President John 9574 5681, Sec/ States of America or a country not an enemy approximately 11 am.
Tres Lou 9574 4310, Welfare Officer Peter of Australia, may join.
Sandakan Scholarship Tour 2014
9574 2721
The membership base of the Toodyay RSL Affiliate Membership
This year’s recipients’ Olivia Ferguson and
is currently 43 members. We have 36 service Affiliate membership is for those who are Sam Chitty were presented to our sponsors
members and seven affiliate members. We related to a person eligible for Service at The Toodyay Dental Surgery on Thursday
are always seeking new members.
Membership or who work for a paramilitary March13.
We have two forms of membership, Service force such as Fire Brigade, Nurses,
Sadly I must report that one of our
or Affiliate
Emergency Services or Customs.
esteemed affiliate members Mrs Beryl Batger
Anyone who is interested in becoming passed away recently. She was a member
Service Membership
a member, please get in touch with our since 2002; Beryl will be sadly missed by
Service membership is for any person who Membership Officer Robert 9574 4045
all of our members.
has served in any of the Australian Defence
In last month’s paper I inadvertently put
“The price of liberty is eternal vigilance”
Forces in either of the two World Wars or any the wrong timings for the main Parade. The

Expressions of interest

Your Bus is raring to go

Toodyay & Districts Sub Centre,
St John Ambulance
Ambulance Cleaning and
External Building/Grounds
Maintenance

Toodyay Community Bus

Expressions of Interest are invited for a position with the sub
centre to undertake weekly ambulance cleaning, ambulance
shed cleaning and external building and grounds maintenance.
All cleaning equipment, cleaning products and maintenance
tools are provided by the sub centre.
Applicants require an ABN and will demonstrate their ability
to ensure the high-grade cleaning of three ambulances and
maintain a clean and well presented building and grounds.
Please submit your expression of interest by mail to:
The Committee
Toodyay & Districts Sub Centre
St John Ambulance (WA)
PO Box 364
TOODYAY WA 6566
Tender must be received at the sub centre office by 2.00 pm
Friday 23 April 2014.
For more information please contact the Sub Centre office,
Monday – Thursday, 9.30 am to 2 pm.
Phone 9574 2390, email sjatoodyay@bigpond.com
or rear 120 Stirling Terrace (behind Toodyay Hair Studio)

Di Roberts
Secretary
WELCOME everyone to the April column
of the Toodyay Community Bus.
The March column was lost through
computer glitches but we are here again
for an update of what is happening with
the “Cheeky Bus”.
We got on the road again with hirings in
February and March, and our Bus is raring
to go for the rest of the year.
If you have any events coming up and
you need the Bus, please contact the
Toodyay Visitors’ Centre. Their helpful
staff are ready to assist now that it has
been repainted and they are relishing the
freshness of their offices.
Thank you to the Visitors’ Centre staff
for their patience while all this renovation
went on.
Our Management Committee decided
it was time to ask all our not-for-profit
organisations, businesses and other
similar groups to complete a survey to
gauge feelings about what we can do as a
Committee to bring new adventures and
comfortable opportunities for the Bus.
Thanks to everyone who responded for
their honest approach to what we needed.
We were a little disappointed with the
lack of response from some we thought
might be eager to hire the Bus, such as
sporting organisations.
However there is time for them to reply
and within the next two months, the
Committee will compile the collected
ideas and thoughts about what the Bus
should be involved in.
We also invite everyone to become
members of the Toodyay Community Bus
– the fees are minimal, and membership
entitles you to many benefits.
The cost is Single $2, Family $5 and
Corporate (Organisation) $10. Please
phone the Secretary on 9574 2498 for

more information.
Toodyay has many events coming up
this year and our Bus wants to be part of
them.
If you have a finals sporting event, we
can carry your team to and from the venue
and even bring along supporters to help
cheer you on.
Mothers’ Day is coming up on May 11.
Wouldn’t it be a wonderful idea to gather
your family together in a big group and
venture out for a splendid picnic in the
Avon Valley to spend quality time with
your special Mum.
We are here for you, even with chokkies
on the day.
	Rumblings have also been heard that
there are several gals around Town who
are keen for a “Girls’ Night Out”.
Boy, would the Bus be interested in this
with a load of luscious ladies to take for a
quiet (oh no, don’t think so), time to enjoy
each other’s company, have a meal, share
a glass or two and not have to drive home.
What a great idea.
So Ladies, do you have a penchant to
spend an evening of enjoyment with your
friends?
We are only happy to help make it
happen and bring you home safely after
your big adventure.
	Remember, we have competent drivers
who are only too willing to help, so please
talk to the friendly staff at the Toodyay
Visitors’ Centre.
With the upcoming Moondyne Festival
on Sunday May 4, there are many events
for which we may be of assistance.
We know that there are always many
visitors who come to our fair Town for the
Moondyne and stay in caravan parks, bed
and breakfast premises and hotels.
We offer them the chance to leave their
cars parked where they are staying and
enjoy the comfort of our Bus for these
events.
If you have any queries please give Di a
ring on 9574 2498.
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30th Moondyne Festival
recaptures the bushranger
spirit on Sunday May 4
MOONDYNE Festival has been gracing the
streets of Toodyay for 30 years.
We are inviting all to step back in time and
join us to celebrate the 30th Anniversary of
the Moondyne Festival.
The streets of Toodyay shall be bursting
with fun-filled free family entertainment
throughout the day.
There will be street theatre in abundance as

we join Moondyne Joe and his gang as they
rampage around the town wreaking havoc.
It’s FUN, it’s FANTASTIC and it’s FREE
Sunday 4th May 2014
Toodyay Town site
9am – 4pm
Please Note:
Regretfully the Committee has cancelled the
30th Anniversary Moondyne Pioneer Ball .

08 9622 1561 | 148 Fitzgerald Street Northam | 9-5 m-f, 9-12 sat

www.facebook.com/ballantyneshowcasejewellers

Ballantyne Showcase Jewellers
SwarovSki MakeS everyday

Extraordinary
I & R REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE
BUILDING & PROPERTY SERVICES
All types of Building repairs
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Carpentry
Glass repairs
Screen doors and flyscreen repairs
Water collection repairs (gutters, down pipes etc)
Asbestos removal (Lic No. WARL01)
Roof repairs (inc harness points)
Yard and property clean ups
“All areas”
Contact Ross for all repairs
Office 9574 4019 or 0418 941 680 mobile
Email: irrepairsmaintenance@iinet.net.au
ABN 38433894229
Your local repairer for 10 years

In celebration of Mother’s Day, Ballantyne Jewellers is
hosting four very special days of styling with Perth’s
leading fashion and image consultant, Alba Gomez.
Book a 30 minute personal styling session and receive:

Image makeover & FashIon TIps

moTher’s Day evenT gIFT
ComplImenTary Champagne

April 12th, 16th & May 2nd, 9th
$35 booking fee, redeemable with any Swarovski purchase on the day.
Call 08 9622 1561 or come in to our store to book your appointment!

