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FIVE new radio towers up to 40m tall will 
be built on hills surrounding Toodyay under 
Federal Government plans to deliver faster 
Internet to the bush via Australia’s new 
National Broadband Network.
	 Toodyay	will	be	one	of	 the	first	 country	
towns	in	WA	to	be	connected	early	next	year	
because	it	lies	on	the	“backbone”	of	the	new	
multi-billion-dollar NBN link to the Eastern 
States.
	 The	five	 new	 towers	will	 be	 positioned	
high on hills to deliver ‘line-of-sight’ 
fixed	wireless	 Internet	 to	 local	businesses,	
townspeople,	farmers	and	residents	in	rural	
subdivisions.
	 According	 to	wholesale	 provider,	NBN	
Co,	faster	local	Internet	speeds	will	enable	
movies	to	be	downloaded	in	minutes,	music	
albums	in	seconds	and	instant	streaming	of	
TV	shows	into	people’s	homes,	“all	at	 the	
click	of	a	button.”
 It will also provide high-speed data 
links	for	government	agencies,	commerce,	
medical	facilities,	schools,	fire	brigades	and	
other	essential	community	services.
	 NBN	Co	will	hold	a	community	information	
session to release further details on Monday 
17 February from 3pm to 6pm at the Toodyay 
Community	Centre,	79	Stirling	Terrace.
 A spokesman said bookings are not needed 
and	people	can	drop	in	any	time.
	 Toodyay	Shire	CEO	Stan	Scott	 reported	
to	last	month’s	Council	meeting	that	access	
to quality high-speed broadband was a 
“significant	positive	for	Toodyay	residents.”
	 “It	will	 provide	 a	 far	 higher	 quality	 of	
service	 for	 rural	 residential	 subdivisions,”	
he said.
	 “The	inclusion	of	fixed	wireless	services	in	
the	NBN	offering	for	Toodyay	is	a	significant	
win.”
	 The	Council	approved	an	NBN	Co	request	
for Western Power to prepare detailed 
designs	to	supply	electricity	to	two	proposed	
tower sites on Crown land vested in the Shire 
of	Toodyay	“for	the	purpose	of	recreation”.
	 NBN	Co	is	currently	negotiating	with	the	
private owners of Toodyay’s three other 
proposed tower sites before seeking Shire 
planning	approval	to	build	all	five	towers.
	 Mr	 Scott	 said	 full	 public	 consultation	
would	occur	before	any	final	decision	was	
made.
	 NBN	Co	documents	lodged	with	the	Shire	
last	month	 show	 that	 the	 two	“monopole”	
towers	on	public	land	will	be	40	metres	tall	
with	a	“circular	array	of	antennae	at	the	top	
and	a	parabolic	antenna	at	28	metres.
	 The	 proposed	 sites	 are	 Lot	 28748	
Drummondi Drive (about one kilometre 
south of Stirlingia Drive) and Lot 103 
Ferguson	Drive,	Coondle,	 near	 the	 corner	
of Fawell Road.
	 Locations	 of	 the	 other	 three	 proposed	
Toodyay tower sites are being kept 
confidential	while	 negotiations	 between	

Fire cause unknown
Michael Sinclair-Jones

AUTHORITIES have been unable to 
determine	the	cause	of	a	big	bushfire	4km	
east	 of	Toodyay	 that	 threatened	 scores	 of	
homes and burnt out more than 100ha of 
farmland a fortnight before Christmas.
	 The	blaze,	brought	under	control	by	more	
than	170	firefighters	 and	 two	helitacs	 and	
two	fixed-wing	water	bombers,	started	about	
9am	on	15	December,	prompting		emergency	
warnings	 for	Wicklow	 and	 Dumbarton		
residents to get ready to defend or leave.
 A spokesman for the Department of Fire 
and	 Emergency	 Services	 said	 two	 fire	
investigation	officers	had	inspected	the	site.
	 “It	was	 a	very	hot	day	 (38C)	 and	gusty,	
swirling	winds	made	it		difficult	to	determine	
the	point	of	origin,”	the	spokesman	said.

Toodyay to get 5 new radio towers 
for faster
Internet

FOUR-YEAR-OLD Emily 
Weir is Toodyay’s youngest 
new	Australian	citizen.
 A t  an  Aus t r a l i a  Day 
ceremony	 at	Duidgee	 Park,	
Emily,	parents	Malcolm	and	
Rebecca	Weir,	and	older	sister	
Jessica	Whitear	were	 sworn	
in	as	new	Australian	citizens	
by Toodyay Shire President 
David Dow (right).
 The UK family arrived in 

Australia after Royal Navy 
submariner	Malcolm	gained	
a	 transfer	 from	his	 Scottish	
posting	 on	 nuclear-powered	
HMS	Victorious	to	the	RAN	
Submarine	Escape	Facility	at	
Garden Island.
	 “We	 were	 looking	 for	 a	
house with a garden but 
everything	was	so	expensive,”	
Petty	Officer	Weir	said.
	 “So	we	kept	looking	further	

afield	until	we	finally	 found	
what	we	wanted	in	Toodyay.”
	 Rebecca	is	studying	to	be	a	
teacher’s	 aide,	 Jessica	 starts	
school	in	Toodyay	this	month	
and Emily will go to kindy.
	 Mr	Dow	congratulated	 the	
Weir	 family	 and	welcomed	
them	to	the	community.
 
More Australia Day news, 
page 3.

Our newest little Aussie

NBN	Co	and	private	land	owners	continue.
 NBN Co said the heights of the three 
towers	on	private	land	was	yet	to	be	decided	
but	they	would	be	20-40m	tall.
	 Shire	documents	show	landowners	would	
each	be	paid	a	nominal	annual	lease	of	about	
$5,000.
	 According	 to	NBN	Co,	 the	 new	 towers	
would be available by negotiation to other 
local	 telecommunications	 providers	 to	
reduce	mobile	phone	blackspots.
	 In	his	report	to	Council,	Mr	Scott	said	the	
new tower sites would require a small amount 
of	clearing	and	the	towers	themselves	were	
monopoles	“which	gives	them	a	low	visual	
impact”.
	 However,	fixed	wireless	technology	relied	
on	‘line	of	sight’	to	deliver	service.
	 “This	means	that	the	tower	will	be	visible	
from	the	roofs	of	most	nearby	residences,”	
Mr	Scott	said.
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The Toodyay Herald	is	a	monthly	publication.	The	deadline	for	all	contributions	is	the	
DAY BEFORE THE LAST WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH and the paper will 
be on the streets on the following THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH.
	 	All	contributions	and	advertising	may	be	left	at	the	office	of	The Toodyay Herald, 
92	Stirling	Terrace,	Toodyay,	or	posted	to	P.O.	Box	100,	Toodyay,	6566	or	emailed	to	
toodyayherald@westnet.com.au.		Website:	toodyayherald.com.au

is	a	community	paper	and	as	such	welcomes	contributions	of	letters,	articles	and	
photographs	from	all	members	of	the	community.	Contributions	via	email	or	on	flash	

drive	are	appreciated.	There	is	no	charge	for	articles	which	appear	in	the	paper.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Subscriptions	are	available	at	$2.50	per	issue	(postage	and	packaging)	or	$25	per	year	
(11	 issues)	 by	writing	 to	P.O.	Box	100,	Toodyay	6566,	 enclosing	 a	 cheque	 for	 the	
number of issues required.

MEMBERSHIP

Membership of The Toodyay Herald is available to residents of the Shire of Toodyay 
at	$10	per	member	per	year	(July	-	June).		Send	your	name,	phone	number,	residential	
address	and	postal	address	with	your	membership	fee	to	P.O.	Box	100,	Toodyay	6566	
or	leave	it	at	92	Stirling	Terrace.
 Readers who reside outside the Shire of Toodyay are not eligible for membership but 
for	$10	per	year	are	invited	to	become	a	‘Friend	of	the	Herald’.
	 Members	receive	$15	free	advertising	per	annum.

COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT

President:		 Ken	Prowse
Vice	President:	Paul	Sutton
Secretary:		 Maree	Lewis
Treasurer:		 Wayne	Clarke
Members:
	 Natalie	Prowse,	Desraé	Clarke,
	 Kathy	Robinson,	Michelle	Haycock,	
	 Peter	Robinson,	Meredith	Neilsen
Editor:		 Michael	Sinclair-Jones
Prod	Editor:		 Meredith	Neilsen

DISTRIBUTION
The	Toodyay	Herald	has	a	distribution	of	3,400copies.	1,800	copies	are	distributed	as	
a	‘Householder’	to	the	residents	of	Toodyay,	Morangup	and	Bolgart.	Copies	are	also	
available	at	the	roadhouses	and	businesses	in	Toodyay,	the	Northam	and	York	Tourist	
Bureaux,	the	Clackline	General	Store,	the	Bakers	Hill	Newsagency	and	the	Gidgegannup	
Newsagency.	Online	at	www.toodyayherald.com.au

The Toodyay Herald is printed by

THANK YOU
Thank you to the volunteers who helped with The Toodyay Herald: 
Speedy	Cox,	Paul	Sutton,	Wayne	Clarke,	Desraé	Clarke,	Maree	Lewis,	
Richard	Grant,	 Janice	Manning,	 Peter	Ruthven,	Beth	Ruthven,	 Sue	
Manning,	Naomi	Millett,	Grant	Scobie,	Stirling	Hamilton	and	Wayne	
Weaver.
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Advertisers	and/or	advertising	agencies	upon	and	by	lodging	material	with	The Toodyay Herald	 for	publication	or	
authorising	or	approving	of	the	publication	of	any	material,	INDEMNIFY The Toodyay Herald Inc.	against	all	claims,	
demands,	 proceedings,	 costs,	 expenses,	 damages,	 awards,	 judgements	 and	any	other	 liability	whatsoever	wholly	or	
partially	arising	directly	or	indirectly	inconnection	with	the	publication	of	the	material,	and	without	limiting	the	generality	
of	the	foregoing,	indemnify	The Toodyay Herald	inc	in	relation	to	defamation,	libel,	slander	of	title,	infringement	of	
copyright,	infringement	of	trade	marks	or	names	of	publication	titles,	unfair	competition,	breach	of	trade	practices	or	
fair	trading	legislation,	violation	of	rights	of	privacy	or	confidential	information	or	licenses	or	royalty	rights	or	other	
intellectual	property	rights		AND WARRANT	that	the	material	complies	with	all	relevant	laws	and	regulations	and	that	
its	publication	will	not	give	rise	to	any	claims	against	or	liabilities	to	The Toodyay Herald Inc,	and	without	limiting	
the	generality	of	the	foregoing,	that	nothing	therein	is	in	breach	of	the	Trade	Practices	Act	1974	or	the	Copyright	Act	
1968	or	the	Fair	Trading	Act	1987	or	the	defamation,	consumer	protection	and	sale	of	goods	legislation	of	the	States	and	
Territories or infringes the rights of any person.
  The Toodyay Herald	accepts	no	responsibility	or	liability	in	relation	to	any	loss	due	to	the	failure	of	an	advertisement	
to	appear	according	to	instructions.		The	positioning	or	placing	of	an	advertisement	is	at	the	discretion	of	the	Editor.

COPYRIGHT
Where	no	charge	is	made	for	the	preparation	of	advertising	material,	The Toodyay Herald	will	remain	owner	of	copyright	
in	the	advertising	material.		Such	advertising	material	may	be	reproduced	only	with	the	consent	of The Toodyay Herald 
and	upon	payment	of	such	fee	as	The Toodyay Herald may require.

INDEMNITY AND WARRANTY

©Original	works	are	subject	to	copyright	and	shall	not	be	reproduced	without	authority.
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The Editor
PO	Box	100,	Toodyay
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email:	toodyayherald@westnet.com.au

ADVERTISING
RATES

The	cost	of	a	casual	display	advertisement	is	
$4	(inc.	GST)	per	column	cm	(NB	Column	
width is 61.5mm.)
Full	Page:	Mono	-		$560;	Colour	-	$611.50.
Setup	size:	260mm	wide	by	400mm	deep.
Half	Page:Mono	-	$280;	Colour	-	$331.50.
Setup	size:	260mm	wide	by	195mm	deep.
Quarter	Page:Mono	-	$140;	Col.	-	$191.50.
Setup	size:	127.5mm	wide	by	195mm	deep.
Page	Nomination	Loading:	 Front	 page	 -	
100%,	Back	page	-	50%,	Centre	pages	/	Page	
3	-	25%,	other	pages	-	10%	(based	on	mono	
price	and	inc.	GST)
Colour advertisements of a size not listed 
above	 incur	 a	 $51.50	 surcharge	with	 the	
exception	of	the	Trades	and	Services	section.	
A one-off setup fee (artwork fee) will be 
charged	 for	 advertisements	which	 are	 not	

print	 ready.	Advertisers,	 please	 supply	
postal	address	for	accounting	purposes	and	
the	number	of	issues	in	which	you	would	
like	 your	 advertisement	 to	 be	 included.	
Accounts	 are	 issued	 every	month	with	
payment required within 30 days. Payment 
may	be	made	by	post,	EFT	transfer	or	at	the	
Herald	offices.

Trades and Services
Single	 advertisement	 in	 colour	 (including	
initial	artwork):	$24.
Setup	size:	61.5mm	x	60mm	deep.
Double	advertisement	in	colour	(including	
initial	artwork):	$48.
Setup	size:	127.5mm	x	60mm	deep

Classified Advertisements
$6.50	for	20	words;	$2.50	per	subsequent	
20	words.
Payment	must	be	submitted	on	placement.

Advertising deAdLine

Noon Wednesday 
February 19

stOrY deAdLine

Noon Monday
February 24
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Stirling Hamilton

ON	21	JANUARY	four	blokes	did	a	runner	
and	 scaled	 the	 three	 security	 fences	 at	 the	
Yongah Hill Detention Centre in Northam. 
Three	others	broke	out	on	the	12th,	one	took	
off	in	December	and	back	in	August	of	last	
year	another	five	bolted.	The	majority	didn’t	
get	far	and	only	two	are	still	free.	Personally,	
I’ve got a sneaking admiration for them. Have 
you	 seen	 those	 three	 fences?	They’re	 huge	
with	barbed	wire	 and	all	 the	 fruit.	 I	 reckon	
we	should	give	them	a	job	in	the	construction	
industry. They’re natural born riggers. The 
places	they’ll	go	with	nothing	but	a	few	sticks	
of bamboo and a bit of rope would make your 
eyes water.
	 What	 I’ve	 noticed	while	 researching	 this	
article	is	that	they’re	not	the	only	ones	who	
have gone bush. The new Government has 
developed	a	speech	impediment	and	they’re	
dealing	with	the	facts	like	a	dog	with	a	bone.	
They’ve buried it and don’t go near! The 
Coalition	before	 the	election	was	emphatic,	
“We	will	restore	accountability	and	improve	
transparency	measures	to	be	more	accountable	
to	 you.”	Yeah	 right,	we	 can	 see	 that.	They	
insist that revealing the number of arriving 
refugees	 compromises	Australia’s	 security,	
yet	 while	 in	 opposition	 they	 continually	
publicised	 the	number	of	boat	 arrivals	with	
huge mobile billboards.
	 The	definition	of	a	refugee	does	not	cover	
those	who	leave	their	country	only	because	of	
war	or	other	civil	disturbance,	famine,	natural	
disasters	or	in	order	to	seek	a	better	life,	only	
those	who	 have	 been	 forced	 to	 leave	 their	
home	country	for	fear	of	persecution			such	as	
torture,	 imprisonment	 or	 execution.	Ninety	
percent	of	boat	arrivals	are	genuine	refugees	
and only 40% of plane arrivals are.
 Amnesty International visited Manus Island 
and	 found	 that	 500	men	 receive	 less	 than	
500ml	of	water	per	person	per	day	which	is	
ridiculous	given	the	heat	and	humidity.	And	
so	the	young	men	languish,	bored	witless	and	
locked	in	a	prison	for	yonks	as	no	temporary	
or	permanent	protection	visas	will	be	granted	
to	anyone	until	further	notice.	Could	be	years.	
Social	media	is	littered	with	codswallop	about	
how	much	they	receive	in	benefits.	The	facts	
are	that	if	they	are	released	into	the	community	
while	their	status	is	being	processed,	they	get	
$200	a	week	which	is	administered	through	
the Red Cross. After that they get the same as 
Newstart and we usually won’t let them work.
	 The	 mid-year	 budget	 review,	 released	

last	month,	 set	 aside	 an	 extra	 $2	 billion	 to	
process	refugee	claims	offshore.	The	scheme’s	
projected	expenses	over	the	next	four	years	are	
now	about	$9.5	billion.	Australian	taxpayers	
will spend more than $1 billion this year on 
Manus	Island	and	its	sister	detention	centre,	
Nauru. That’s more than half a million dollars 
per asylum seeker. Nobody’s going to tell us 
how	much	it’s	costing	to	have	our	navy	parked	
up	in	the	Indian	Ocean	looking	out	for	rogue	
boats. 
	 Which	 reminds	me,	 this	 business	 with	
towing	boats	back	to	Indonesia	is	a	seriously	
bad look for Australia. Don’t worry about their 
Government	too	much.	Sure	they’ll	play	it	up	
like	billy-o,	whipping	up	a	frenzy,	it	being	an	
election	year	and	all,	but	it’s	on	the	streets	of	
Bali	and	Jakarta	that	our	disrespect	may	find	
voice.
	 Couldn’t	we	 try	 something	more	 creative	
instead	of	this	relentless	punishment	model?	
The Coalition’s $5.5 billion paid parental 
leave	 scheme	 is	 designed	 to	 replenish	 the	
workforce	 because	 we	 have	 an	 ageing	
population. A little bit of help and these folks 
are ready to go now. Regional employers 
say	more	has	 to	be	done	 to	attract	 refugees	
to	Australia’s	country	 towns	and	keep	them	
there to help address labour shortages. The 
Snowy	Mountains	Hydro-Electric	Scheme	is	
a	case	in	point.	Migrants	in	those	days	were	
required to spend so many years working in 
the regions where they were needed. They’re 
still needed. 
 Ask the abattoirs and the fruit growers of 
regional Australia. Some towns will sell a 
house	for	a	dollar	just	to	keep	a	town	viable.	
Let	 them	hang	 together	 in	 small	 towns;	 it’s	
easier	 to	 teach	 one	 ethnic	 group	 than	 20.	
Councils	could	cut	some	building	rules	back	
–	let	them	build	in	mud	brick	or	whatever’s	
appropriate.	Most	Afghans	and	Iranians	can	
handle	 the	 dry	 heat	 of	 the	 interior,	 and	Sri	
Lankans	live	in	the	tropics.	
	 Get	Aboriginal	people	in	with	the	program;	
surely	 there’re	 things	 the	 two	groups	 could	
work on together – planting native trees and 
foods,	 harvest	 the	 camels,	 etc.	We	 could	
spend	that	$9.5	billion	in	Australia	and	allow	
these	 people	 a	 dignified	 life	 and	 let	 them	
contribute	to	this	country	or	we	can	pay	half	a	
million	dollars	for	each	of	them	to	an	English	
corporation	to	lock	them	up	on	an	island	and	
treat them like dirt. Just like old times.
It is lamentable, that to be a good patriot one 
must become the enemy of the rest of mankind. 
~Voltaire.

Ol’ Blind Joe
Convict colony
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Fire donations 
near Toodyay 

IGA store
A	COLLECTION	call	has	been	 issued	for	
essential	items	to	assist	people	affected	by	
last	month’s	disastrous	Parkerville	fires.
	 The	collection	point	is	the	corner	shop	next	
to	Toodyay	IGA	on	Wednesdays,	Fridays	and	
Saturdays	in	the	first	two	weeks	of	February.
	 To	 assist	 donors,	 lists	 of	 required	 items	
have been posted on the shop’s front 
windows.
	 Examples	include	tools,	garden	implements,	
ladies’	toiletries,	old	china,	linen,	glassware,	
quilts,	 children’s	 books,	 toys	 in	 good	
condition,	etc..
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ALMA BEARD COMMUNITY CENTRE
81 STIRLING TERRACE TOODYAY

DEAN BUTLER

Michael Sinclair-Jones

TOODYAY	Baptist	Church	Youth	Group	
leader	Cameron	Wallis	and	 local	veteran	
community	volunteer	Desraé	Clarke	have	
been	 named	 joint	winners	 of	 this	 year’s	
Premier’s	Australia	Day	Active	Citizenship	
Award in Toodyay.
	 The	announcement	was	made	at	a	public	
ceremony	 and	 free	 community	breakfast	
attended	by	about	200	people	at	Duidgee	
Park	on	Sunday	26	January.
 The Awards were followed by new 
Toodyay	residents	Malcolm	and	Rebecca	
Weir,	 and	 their	 two	 children,	 Jessica	
Whitear	 and	Emily	Weir,	 being	 granted	
Australian	 citizenship	 after	 recently	
migrating from Britain.
	 The	 Toodyay	Agricultural	 Society	
won	 the	Premier’s	Australia	Day	Active	
Citizenship	Award	 for	 a	 community	
group	 or	 event,	 and	 Jackson	Hansson	
won	the	Premier’s	Australian	Day	Active	
Citizenship	Award	 in	 the	 under-25	 age	
category.
	 Toodyay	Shire	Chief	Executive	Officer	
Stan	 Scott	 said	 the	 awards	 focussed	 on	
community	contribution	and	participation	
rather	than	personal	achievement.
	 	 “The	 three	Awards	 highlight	 active	
citizenship,	outstanding	contribution	to	the	
local	community,	and	Australian	pride	and	
spirit,”	Mr	Scott	said.

 Cameron Wallis was nominated for 
demonstrating	a	long-term	commitment	to	
Toodyay’s young people.
	 He	has	been	a	Toodyay	Baptist	Church	
member for seven years and Youth Group 
Leader for the past four.
	 Under	Cameron’s	leadership,	the	Youth	
Group had grown from 10 young people in 
2007	to	120	this	year.
 He has trained seven youth leaders to run 
weekly	Friday	evening	activities	regularly	
attended by 40-60 Toodyay teenagers. 
The	youth	 leaders	also	provide	physical,	
emotional and spiritual help for young 
people struggling with life issues and in 
need of support.
	 Mr	Scott	described	joint	winner	Desraé	
Clarke	as	a	highly	dedicated	volunteer	who	
had	made	an	enormous	contribution	to	the	
Toodyay	community	over	many	years.
 She has worked tirelessly on the 
Toodyay	Shire	Council’s	175th Anniversary 
Committee	and,	with	her	husband	Wayne,	
has put together the 175th Anniversary 
‘Reflections’	booklet	as	a	detailed	record	
of	the	2011	celebrations.
	 Desraé	is	also	a	volunteer	contributor	to	
many	aspects	of	the	Toodyay	community,	
such	as	the	Community	Resource	Centre,	
the	Toodyay	Historical	 Society	 and	The 
Toodyay Herald	newspaper,	on	which	she	
is	a	governing	committee	member.
 She is also a student mentor at Toodyay 
District	 High	 School,	 assists	 with	 the	
School	 Breakfast	 Program	 and	 is	 one	
of	 the	 chief	 organisers	 of	 the	 popular	
Environmental Matters tent at the annual 
Toodyay Show.
	 Desraé	 was	 awarded	 Honorary	 Life	
Membership of the Toodyay Naturalists 

TOODYAY	doctor,	Richard	Walkey,	who	
died	 tragically	 10	months	 ago,	 has	 been	
awarded an Order of Australia Medal in 
the	Governor-General’s	 2014	Australia	
Day Honours List.
 The late Dr Walkey was granted the 
honour	 posthumously	 for	 service	 to	
medicine	as	a	General	Practitioner	and	to	
the	community.
 The Order of Australia Medal is awarded 
to	 leading	 citizens	 on	Australia	 Day	
for	 “service	 noteworthy	 of	 particular	
recognition”.
	 The	Government	House	 citation	 listed	
Dr	Walkey’s	achievements	as	a	GP	for	21	
years	at	the	Toodyay	Medical	Centre,	and	
during	 2011-2012	 at	 the	Wongan	Hills	
Medical	Centre.
	 Dr	Walkey	was	 cited	 as	 instrumental	
in	 bringing	 Commonwealth	 Screening	
Services	 to	 Toodyay,	 for	 establishing	
a	Diabetes	Clinic	 in	Toodyay,	 and	 as	 a	
mentor	 for	 new	WA	Medical	Registrars	
at	Toodyay	 and	Wongan	Hills	medical	
practices.
	 He	 also	helped	 educate	Toodyay	Shire	
Council	 employees	 about	 safe	 work	
practices,	Hepatitis	B	 and	drug	use,	 and	
gained	widespread	acclaim	for	providing	
home	visits	for	cancer	patients	in	the	late	
stages of their illness.
	 In	addition,	Dr	Walkey	contributed	to	a	
range	of	local	organisations	in	Toodyay	and	
Wongan	Hills,	including	Love	Grove	House	
in	Wongan	Hills,	 the	Toodyay	Country	
Women’s	Association,	The	Residency	 at	
Northam and Conner’s Mill.
 Dr Walkey was also President of the 
Northam	Football	Club	in	the	late	1980s	
and was awarded Toodyay Citizen of the 
Year	in	2006.
	 Last	year,	Dr	Walkey	received	the	2013	
Rural	Health	West	Award	for	“Above	and	

The late Dr 
Richard Walkey 
awarded Order 

of Australia

Joint winners attract 
awards on Australia

Day

Club	in	2009,	and	two	years	later	was	made	
an Honorary Life Member of Toodyay 
Friends of the River for outstanding 
community	contribution.
	 She	coordinated	last	year’s	The Toodyay 
Herald	 Local	Writers’	Award	 (formerly	
the	Frank	Venn	Memorial	Award	for	Local	
Writers)	which	 encourages	 local	writers	
of all ages to submit winning stories for 
publication	in	The Toodyay Herald.
	 In	 announcing	 the	Award,	 Toodyay	
Shire President David Dow said it was 
impossible to separate the two leading 
contenders	–	Cameron	and	Desraé	–	so	the	
judges	chose	joint	winners.
	 Mr	Scott	said	The	Toodyay	Agricultural	
Society	was	nominated	for	its	significant	
contribution	to	the	local	community	through	
activities	 to	 highlight	 the	 agricultural	
history	and	heritage	of	the	town	and	district	
for 160 years.
	 The	 Society’s	 diverse	 membership	
worked together to present various annual 
events,	awards	and	sponsorships	that	were	
of	significant	benefit	to	community	groups,	
individual	 community	members	 and	 the	
wider	community	of	Western	Australia.
 The Toodyay Show was one of WA’s 
best	rural	events,	and	it	was	a	tribute	to	the	
Agricultural	Society	that	it	continued	to	be	
so strong after so many years.
	 The	Award	was	accepted	on	behalf	of	the	
Society	by	its	President,	Alison	Wroth.
	 Mr	 Scott	 described	 Jackson	Hansson	
–	who	was	 not	 available	 to	 collect	 his	
Under-25	Award	 –	 as	 an	 active	member	
of the Gidgegannup Basketball Club who 
had	 demonstrated	 positive	 community	
participation	 as	 a	 player	 and	 junior	
basketball	coach.
	 Jackson	was	an	inspiring	role	model	who	
motivated	young	players	to	learn,	develop	
and	enjoy	basketball	within	their	individual	
abilities and aspirations.
	 The	 local	Australia	 Day	 Citizenship	
Awards were presented by the Shire 
of	Toodyay	 as	 a	 joint	 initiative	 of	 the	
Australia	Day	Council	 of	WA,	 the	WA	
Local	Government	Association	and	the	WA	
Office	of	Premier	and	Cabinet.
 The free Australia Day breakfast was 
cooked	by	Shire	of	Toodyay	Councillors	
and their families.

Martin Aldridge MLC presents an 
Australia Day Award to Alison Wroth from 
the Toodyay Agricultural Society

Cameron Wallis and Desraé Clarke Beyond	–	Community	First”.
	 The	Award	said	his	service	to	medicine,	
dating	back	26	years	to	Norseman,	as	well	
as	at	Toodyay	and	Wongan	Hills,	went	well	
beyond	normal	expectations	for	care	and	
concern	for	patients.
	 “He	would	often	visit	Northam	Hospital	
early	 in	 the	morning,	 see	 his	 patients	 in	
Toodyay,	then	make	the	round	trip	home	
via	Bolgart	 to	 check	 on	 cancer	 patients	
before	 returning	 to	Toodyay,”	 the	Award	
citation	said.
“He	also	visited	terminally	ill	patients	in	
Toodyay on weekends while residing in 
Wongan Hills.
	 “He	played	a	pivotal	role	following	the	
(2009)	Toodyay	fire	and	assisted	patients	as	
they	faced	the	annual	anniversary	of	what	
was	for	many	a	life-changing	experience.”
	 Dr	Walkey	passed	away	on	14	April	2013	
soon	after	being	diagnosed	with	cancer.
 His funeral was attended by more than 
2000	 people	 who	 filled	 St	 Stephen’s	
Anglican	Church	and	grounds	in	Toodyay.
 He is survived by long-time partner Sean 
Byron,	whose	 popular	 Stirling	Terrace	
retail	outlet	–	Richard’s	Christmas	360	–	is	
named in honour of Dr Walkey.

Dr Richard Walkey
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THIS	year	is	the	112th anniversary of your 
local	 newspaper,	 first	 published	 as	The 
Newcastle Herald and Toodyay District 
Chronicle on	Saturday	10	May	1902.
	 State	archives	describe	the	first	edition	as	
“neat	and	newsy”	and	that	it	“should	find	
its	way	into	every	home”.
 That tradition has lasted more than a 
century	and	will	continue	into	the	future.
	 The	 only	 change	 is	 that	The Toodyay 
Herald	is	now	a	wholly	community-owned	
newspaper,	published	by	local	volunteers.
 Most of the Herald’s editorial content	
is	written	 by	 unpaid	 contributors,	many	
of whom belong to the large number of 
volunteer organisations that form the 
backbone	of	community	life	in	Toodyay.
	 Unpaid	volunteers	also	check	stories	and	
page	 proofs	 for	 accuracy	 to	 help	 ensure	
your	local	newspaper	remains	as	“neat	and	
newsy”	as	it	was	more	than	100	years	ago.
	Whether	you	live	in	Bolgart,	Morangup,	
Julimar,	Coondle,	Bejoording	or	in	town,	or	
are	a	weekend	visitor,	The Toodyay Herald 
is always full of interesting and informative 
local	items	for	you	to	read.
	 It	is	also	the	only	truly	independent	voice	
of	the	local	community.
	 This	year,	we	plan	to	expand	that	role	with	
more stories vital to the life of the Toodyay 
community	and	its	future.
	More	news	and	pictures	will	complement	
the	 regular	community	contributions	 that	
make	your	newspaper	so	uniquely	special	
to its readers.
	 In	 addition,	more	 local	 businesses	 are	
being	 invited	 to	 play	 a	 vital	 community	
role by advertising in The Herald.
	 Local	traders	get	priority,	with	competitive	
rates for ads that last a whole month instead 
of	being	limited	to	just	a	week,	as	in	most	
other	publications.
 Many readers and advertisers may not 
realise that The Toodyay Herald Inc. is a 
State-registered	not-for-profit	body	run	by	
volunteers	who	by	 law	gain	 no	financial	
dividend	or	profit		from	their	involvement.
 Any monthly surplus  – and sometimes 
there	isn’t	one	–	is	reinvested	back	in	The 
Herald	to	help	better	serve	its	readers,	and	
the	Toodyay	community	in	general.
	 For	instance,	volunteers	last	month	helped	
re-carpet	our	 front	office	 to	help	make	 it	
easier	to	work	in,	and	we	plan	to	buy	some	
Herald T-shirts so you’ll be able to spot us 
more easily around town.
 The Herald	is	currently	issuing	a	call	to	all	
its	readers	to	become	more	involved	with	
their newspaper.
 We invite you not only to send us your 
news	 tips,	 photographs	 and	 story	 ideas	
but	 also	 to	 consider	 becoming	 a	Herald 
member.
	 It	costs	only	$10	a	year	and	entitles	you	
to free advertising worth $15 a year. To 
find	 out	more,	 call	 9574	 2106	 or	 email	
toodyayherald@westnet.net.au.
	 Members	 can	 also	 seek	 election	 to	The 
Toodyay Herald Inc. Committee to have a 
say in how your newspaper is run. 
	 Newspaper	 editing	 is	 hard	work,	 and	
thanks must go to former Editor Grant 
Scobie,	who	did	a	fine	job	using	exceptional	
skills	and	much	patience.
	 Thanks	 also	 to	Assistant	 Editor/Office	
Manager	Meredith	Neilsen,	who	 –	with	
Grant	 –	 helped	 get	 this	 edition	 out,	
Advertising Manager/Book-Keeper Natalie 
Prowse	 for	 keeping	 it	 afloat,	 and	 all	 the	
volunteers	and	contributors	who	helped	fill	
The Herald and put it together.
	 And	finally,	calling	all	retired	journos	in	
Toodyay – if you’d like to help write a story 
or	two,	lend	a	hand	in	production	week	or	
just	drop	by	to	say	hello,	we’d	love	to	hear	
from you.

Michael	Sinclair-Jones
Editor

‘Neat and newsy’

Appeal raises more than $2 million

I AM WRITING to thank all Australians who 
pressed	CHQ	or	SAV	at	the	checkout	in	the	
lead up to Christmas to support the eftpos 
Giveback	campaign.
	 You	have	helped	us	to	successfully	achieve	
our	target	to	donate	$2	million	to	Diabetes	
Australia	and	the	Cancer	Council,	as	well	as	
an	additional	$40,000	to	Camp	Quality.	
	 The	Giveback	 campaign	 is	 now	 in	 its	
third	year,	continuing	a	tradition	of	giving	
at Christmas.
	 Since	the	campaign	launched	we	have	been	
able	to	give	back	more	than	$4	million	to	a	
selection	of	worthy	Australian	charities.
 Diabetes Australia will use the donation 
to develop a digital platform and mobile 
application	 that	 will	 assist	more	 than	 a	
million Australians with the management of 
the disease.
	 The	 Cancer	 Council	 plans	 to	 use	 the	
donation	 to	 fund	 its	 Shade	 for	Secondary	
School	Grant	Program	across	 the	 country,	
and	last	but	not	least,	Camp	Quality	will	use	
the donation to help improve the quality of 
life	for	children	living	with	cancer.	
	 By	 pressing	 CHQ	 and	 SAV,	 shoppers	
helped	us	donate	to	these	worthy	causes.

Bruce Mansfield
Managing Director, eftpos

Bushfire bravery saves homes
A	BUSHFIRE	on	December	15	could	have	
potentially destroyed our home and property 
on Goomalling-Toodyay Road.
	 However,	because	of	the	bravery	of	all	the	
firefighters,	 graders,	 aircrew	and	everyone	
involved,	 including	Wal,	Von,	Gloria,	Ric	
and	Kylie	 to	mention	 a	 few,	 nobody	was	
injured	and	we	had	only	minimal	damage.
	 We	cannot	thank	everyone	enough	and	will	
be	 eternally	grateful	 for	 their	 courage	and	
determination.
	 Luckily	we	had	the	dogs	in	the	ute	and	the	
gen set ready but everything happened so 
quickly	because	of	the	power	and	force	of	
the	fire	and	wind.
	 We	realised	we	could	have	lost	everything	
in moments.
	 So	 our	 sincere	 thank	 you	 to	 everyone	
involved and thank goodness we have you 
brave men and women around to help in our 
time of need.

Nikki, Stan, Abbi and Ellie

Ecstatic news for rural ratepayers

WHAT A BRILLIANT idea to have rural 
residential properties pay town rates 
(Toodyay	Herald,	December	2013).
	 As	a	rural	resident	I	am	ecstatic	that	this	is	
to be implemented as I will then be entitled to 
all	the	services	that	townspeople	enjoy	–	mail	
delivery,	electricity	meter	read	by	Synergy,	a	
reliable	mobile	phone	service,	scheme	water	
and most importantly a sealed road.
 Hopefully the Shire CEO has arranged with 
all	the	service	providers	and	the	Works	Depot	
to have these installed and operational when 
the	new	rates	commence	next	financial	year.

John Sleeman

Silver Chain thanks Toodyay

SILVER Chain in Avon would like to say a 
big thank you to the people of Toodyay for 
their fabulous support at the Toodyay Show 
on	12	October	2013.
	 Not	only	did	you	buy	hundreds	of	 raffle	
tickets	which	raised	$322	for	the	local	Centre	
Based	Day	Centre	but	also	contributed	many	
of the prizes.
	 Special	 thanks	 go	 to	Makit	Hardware,	
Toodyay	 IGA,	 Shirley	 Patten	 and	Cindy	
Harders	for	their	wonderful	contributions.
 Silver Chain Day Centres provide respite 
to	 carers	 and	 enable	 clients	 to	 interact	
with	 others	 in	 a	 comfortable	 home-like	
environment.
	 The	Centres	 support	 clients	 and	 enable	
them	to	interact	with	others	in	a	comfortable	
home-like	environment	and	participate	in	a	
wide	range	of	activities	to	support	individual	
health and wellness.
 The funds raised helps us to buy more 
equipment	 for	 our	 create	 activities	 and	 to	
make	special	times	like	Easter	and	Melbourne	
Cup	Day	more	fun	for	participants.

Sharon Richards
Service Co-ordinator Avon and Narrogin

The Toodyay Herald invites you to have your say in our letters page. Please email your correspondence to toodyayherald@westnet.com.
au with your full name, address and phone number. Letters that are short, sharp and to the point about topical local issues are preferred. 
The Herald reserves the right to edit letters for length.

Protect the precious

WESTERN AUSTRALIANS know all too 
well	the	heartbreak	and	devastation	that	can	
be	caused	by	disasters	large	or	small.
	 As	we	 have	 already	 seen	with	 recent	
bushfires	 in	NSW,	 they	 can	 strike	 at	 any	
time.
  Red Cross is working hard to support as 
many	people	 as	we	 can	 in	 the	 lead	 up	 to	
summer,	 to	be	prepared	not	only	 for	fires	
but	any	emergency	or	disaster	event	which	
could	catch	you	off	guard.	
	 Each	 year	 disasters	 affect	 thousands	 of	
people	across	Australia.
	 Lives	are	lost	and	disrupted,	people	injured,	
jobs	affected,	significant	damage	caused	to	
homes	and	property,	and	communities	can	
be	fractured.
 Despite disasters being fresh in our 

Staff and some of the many volunteers who helped write and produce this month’s Herald

your letters
minds,	many	of	 us	 still	 aren’t	 adequately	
prepared and haven’t really thought through 
protecting	those	irreplaceable	items	that	are	
most	precious	to	us.	
	 New	research	commissioned	by	Red	Cross	
found	54	percent	of	Western	Australians	had	
not	included	items	of	personal	value	in	their	
emergency	plan.
	 Sixty-two	percent	of	Australians	said	they	
wouldn’t be upset at all if they lost those 
irreplaceable	items.	
 But we’ve seen first-hand how losing 
precious	 and	 irreplaceable	 items	makes	 it	
even	 harder	 for	 people	 to	 recover	 from	a	
disaster.
	 The	 loss	 of	 these	 objects	 can	 be	 as	
traumatic	as	coping	with	the	disaster,	as	they	
anchor	us	to	our	past	and	make	us	who	we	
are. 
	 When	making	your	emergency	plan,	don’t	
overlook	 cherished	 items	 such	 as	 your	
photos,	special	gifts,	mementos	or	the	kids’	
favourite toys.
 Take some time to identify beloved 
belongings,	what	they	mean	to	you	and	take	
steps	to	protect	them	–	then	tell	your	family	
and friends. 
 Find out what the risks are in your 
community,	 download	 an	 emergency	
REDiplan	from	Red	Cross,	work	through	it	
with	your	family,	get	an	emergency	kit	and	
get to know your neighbours. 
	 It	is	never	too	early	to	be	prepared	–it	could	
save your life. 

Steve Joske

mailto:toodyayherald@westnet.net.au
mailto:toodyayherald@westnet.com.au
mailto:toodyayherald@westnet.com.au
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PLEASE CONTACT JACK WOOD	–	Based	in	Toodyay
Phone:	0400	263	864															
Email:	jack.wood@hotmail.com

Michael Sinclair-Jones

WA’S	RECORD	wheat	 crop	 has	 been	
hailed	 as	 a	 blessing	 by	 a	 local	 grower	
representative – but with a warning against 
complacency	 for	 the	 next	 season	 as	 the	
State’s	dry	summer	continues.
	 WA	Farmers’	Federation	Grains	Council	
representative	Joe	Candeloro	described	the	
2013	wheat	harvest	as	a	‘once	in	a	lifetime’	
opportunity for Toodyay growers.
	 “It	was	a	good	opening	season	in	May	
with	the	right	amount	of	rain	for	seeding,	
and	good	late	rains	to	finish,”	he	said.
	 “But	after	germination,	it	got	drier	and	
drier,	and	 things	started	 to	 look	grim	 in	
July and August.
	 “It	was	reported	to	the	Grains	Council	
at	 the	 time	that	one	suicide	a	week	was	
occurring	 in	 the	Eastern	Wheatbelt,	–	 it	
brought tears to my eyes.
	 “These	things	are	usually	kept	quiet.	In	
this	case	it	makes	the	situation	worse.
	 “There	had	been	five	or	six	poor	seasons	
prior	but	you	can’t	just	blame	the	weather.
	 “Wheat	prices	are	determined	by	world	
markets	and,	when	the	price	drops,	there’s	
no	room	for	failure.”
 Mr Candeloro said that despite this 
year’s	record	wheat	harvest	–	bulk	handler	

Caution urged as record harvest fills
wheat 
bins

CBH last month estimated its share at 
more	than	15.78	million	tonnes	–	prices	
had	 dropped	 to	 about	 $280	 a	 tonne	
compared	with	$330-$350	a	tonne	in	the	
previous year.
	 According	 to	 CBH,	 demand	 from	
overseas	is	strong,	particularly	from	Asia	
and the Middle East.
	 “Difficulties”	in	other	key	markets,	the	
Black	Sea	(Russia,	Ukraine,	Georgia	and	
Turkey)	 and	North	America	 had	helped	
a	lot	of	grain	to	move	early	with	record	
shipments	since	November.
	 “A	 lot	 of	 farmers	 are	 getting	 very	
cheerful	about	 receiving	 their	cheques,”	
Mr Candeloro said.
	 “But	right	now	it’s	been	very	dry.	There’s	
been no rain for a very long time.
	 “Farmers	will	make	 a	 profit	 this	 year	
but	they	need	to	be	careful	about	the	next	
season.
	 “If	we	have	another	bad	year,	 farmers	
will	again	be	on	a	knife	edge.”
 Mr Candeloro said Toodyay growers 
were	well-placed	for	available	rainfall	and	
had	a	strong	freight	advantage	because	of	
their	closeness	to	ports	and	markets.

Bolgart wheat bin full to the brim

Graham Boston

Northam Jewellery and Repairs

102 Fitzgerald Street Northam
(Opp Red Rooster)
Phone: 9622 8037

Mob: 0438 919 932

	 Wheat	 trains	 were	 currently	 rolling	
through	the	Avon	Valley	24	hours	a	day.
	 However,	WA	soils	were	among	the	most	
infertile in the world.
	 “After	a	big	crop	like	this,	you	have	to	
replace	 the	nutrients	otherwise	 the	 soils	
collapse,”	he	said.
	 “The	cost	of	doing	this	keeps	rising	even	
though	wheat	prices	are	low.”
	 Mr	Candeloro	said	30	years	ago,	Toodyay	
wheat	 farmers	 could	comfortably	 rear	 a	
family	of	 four	on	a	200-600ha	property	
and	remain	profitable.
	 Local	wheat	farmers	today	needed	two-
and-a-half	 times	 that	much	 land	 to	earn	
the	same	return,	although	on	the	plus	side,	
yields	had	increased	significantly	due	to	
scientific	advances	and	new	technology.
	 Mr	 Candeloro,	 who	 represents	 the	
WAFF	Grains	Council	Mortlock	Zone,	
said his message to Toodyay farmers was 
to	be	thankful	that	they	farmed	in	a	“very	
safe”	area	for	weather	compared	to	the	rest	
of	the	state	–	but	not	to	be	too	optimistic.
	 “If	we	have	another	bad	 season,	 there	
will be no fat left to go through a lean 
year,”	he	said.

The Toodyay Herald
is online!

Reading your local paper 
has never been easier. 
Simply access any of 

our current or archived 
newspapers anytime, 

anywhere online.
Visit us at

www.toodyayherald.com.au
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The Karridale Retreat
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Australian in nature. Luxurious in design.
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DSoaring gable windows bathe the Karridale’s living and entertaining spaces in natural light. The home’s summer room cascades 

out onto the cool verandas and expansive alfresco deck, while the intimate winter room embraces a central fi replace. A cosy den, 

expansive master suite and separate children’s activity provide room for individuals to escape the hubbub of the home. Equally suited 

to both rural and urban environments, the Karridale is perfect for those looking for a uniquely Australian home.

The Karridale Retreat, a brand new display now open in Colonna Street, Dalyellup. Mon & Weds 2-5pm, Sat & Sun 1-5pm. For 

more information visit ruralbuilding.com.au or call 6241 7000.

Minister yet 
to rule on 

rubbish tip 
appeals

THE	State	Government	 has	 yet	 to	 decide	
on whether to order a full environmental 
assessment	of	controversial	plans	to	dump	
three million tonnes of Perth garbage in the 
Avon	Valley,	14km	south	of	Toodyay.
	 WA	Environment	Minister	Albert	 Jacob	
is	 considering	 eight	 appeals	 against	 an	
Environmental	 Protection	 Authority	
decision	last	year	not	to	assess	the	proposed	
30ha	Chitty	Road	landfill	site.
	 The	proposed	landfill	operation	–	which	
will	truck	hundreds	of	thousands	of	tonnes	of	
Perth household waste along Toodyay Road 
over	the	next	20	years	–	is	claimed	to	sit	in	a	
seismic	zone	linked	to	the	1968	Meckering	
earthquake.
	 Objectors	want	the	State’s	environmental	
watchdog	 to	 conduct	 a	 full	 impact	 risk	
assessment for fear of groundwater 
contamination	 in	 an	 area	near	 Jimperding	
Brook,	which	feeds	into	the	Avon	River.
 A spokesperson for the Minister said 
the	 EPA	 decided	 last	 year	 not	 to	 assess	
the	proposal	because	it	considered	the	site	
could	be	adequately	regulated	under	existing	
environmental laws.
	 	She	said	the	Minister	would	make	a	decision	
on	 the	 appeals	 “in	 due	 course”	 and	 his	
decision	posted	on	the	Appeals	Convenor’s	
website	at	www.appealsconvenor.wa.gov.au
	 In	a	separate	move,	 the	WA	Department	
of	Environmental	Regulation	will	 call	 for	
public	 comments	 over	 an	 application	 by	
waste	 company	Opal	Vale	 Pty	Ltd	 for	 a	
licence	to	operate	the	Class	II	landfill	site.
	 A	DER	 spokesperson	 said	 the	 licence	
application	would	be	advertised	for	21	days,	
including	by	public	notice	in	The Toodyay 
Herald.

Michael Sinclair-Jones

THE FIRST weekend AvonLink train to 
help	 save	 the	 rail	 service	 from	 closure	
is likely run for Toodyay’s popular 
International Food Festival on Saturday 
August	2.
 The annual food and entertainment 
festival	near	Newcastle	Bridge	is	held	on	
the	first	day	of	the	Northam	to	Perth	Avon	
Descent	river	race	and	usually	draws	big	
numbers of Perth visitors to town.
	 Meanwhile,	Toodyay	residents	are	being	
urged	to	join	a	“use	it	or	lose	it”	campaign	
to	bolster	the	existing	AvonLink	weekday	
service	while	a	business	case	to	improve	
the	service	is	prepared	for	State	Cabinet.
  The Wheatbelt Development Commission 
and	 Public	 Transport	Authority	 have	
formed a working group with the Shires 
of Toodyay and Northam to help prepare 
the submission.
 WA Transport Minister Troy Buswell 
announced	 last	 year	 that	 the	AvonLink	
would	be	axed	in	December	but	extended	
the	service	to	June	after	a	petition	of	3579	
signatures was tabled in State Parliament.
	 Toodyay	Shire	CEO	Stan	Scott	said	the	
AvonLink needed to double its patronage 
to survive.
 He said many people didn’t know that the 
AvonLink train always stopped at Toodyay 
regardless	of	bookings,	and	travellers	could	
buy	a	ticket	on	the	train	if	they	had	the	exact	
fare	($16.45	one	way,	$32.90	return).
	 “You	can	also	buy	a	multi-trip	ticket	from	
the	Toodyay	Visitors’	Centre	which	gives	
you	a	walk-up	start,”	Mr	Scott	said.
 The Shire is also promoting a free 
Midland	Gate	 Shuttle	 bus	 service	 that	
connects	Midland	Station	to	the	shopping	
centre,	which	 includes	a	Medicare	office	
and	cinema	complex.
	 The	 Public	 Transport	Authority	 has	
published several proposed new AvonLink 
timetables	for	public	comment.

‘Use it or lose it’ as AvonLink 
planned for local Food Fair

	 They	offer	a	three	times	daily	service	on	
Monday,	Tuesday,	Thursday	 and	Friday;	
and	 two	 separate	 options	 for	 a	 twice	
daily	service	on	 the	same	days,	with	 the	
MerredinLink train stopping at Toodyay 
once	a	week	on	Wednesdays.
 The Authority also proposes a Saturday 
or	Sunday	AvonLink	service	 to	Toodyay	
every	second	weekend,	or	a	trial	weekend	
service	to	cater	for	specific	events.
	 Under	existing	timetables,	the	Prospector	
rail	service	from	Perth	to	Kalgoorlie	will	
stop at Toodyay but be bookings only.
	 Mr	Scott	said	it	took	three	months	to	book	
the	railway	line	for	extra	journeys.
	 As	 a	 result,	 the	 proposed	AvonLink	
weekend	service	would	not	be	available	for	
the Moondyne Festival on Sunday May 4.
	 However,	Mr	Scott	 said	 the	 train	was	
likely to be available for Toodyay’s 
International	 Food	 Fair	 on	August	 2,	

indicating	 confidence	 the	 service	would	
continue	beyond	 the	State	Government’s	
current	June	deadline.
	 Mr	Scott	told	a	public	meeting	of	about	
50 people organised by the new Toodyay 
AvonLink Supporters Group that the 
Working	Group’s	business	case	would	be	
put to Cabinet by the end of this month.
	 The	January	29	meeting	was	attended	by	
local	MPs	Shane	Love	and	Paul	Brown,	
local	community	leaders	and	residents.
	 “We	need	 to	 de-mystify	 the	AvonLink	
service	 and	make	 it	 better	 known	 to	 the	
community,”	Mr	Scott	said.
	 “We	want	 to	avoid	a	 situation	where	a	
group	of	public	servants	sit	in	a	darkened	
room	and	come	up	with	a	timetable	that	the	
community	doesn’t	like.”
AvonLink Support Group 
full report, Page 9.

 Toodyay Shire CEO Stan Scott at the AvonLink public meeting

http://www.appealsconvenor,was.gov.au
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Toodyay Festivals Inc. proudly present

30th Anniversary

Moondyne Festival 
Pioneer Ball

Saturday 26 April 2014
7pm till late

Toodyay Memorial Hall
Tickets $55 per person (dinner included)
Attire: Elegance of the Pioneer Era

Music: Swan City Jazzmen

Bar facilities available on the night
Strictly no BYO

To book online go to http://www.trybooking.com/embed.aspx?eid=72548
or for more info call 9574 2323

Seven Devery
Heartlands Veterinary Hospital

MEET	Mozzie,	one	of	the	luckiest	dogs	in	
the Wheatbelt.
 Mozzie is a three-year-old working kelpie 
who late last year managed to impale herself 
on the loading fork of some heavy farm 
machinery.
	 The	 large	metal	 shaft	 pierced	 through	
her	chest	causing	her	lungs	to	collapse	and	
exposing	her	heart.
 Mozzie was rushed to Heartlands 
Veterinary	Hospital	in	York,	bleeding	heavily	
and struggling to breathe.
	 The	Heartlands	team	provided	emergency	
treatment	to	stabilise	Mozzie	so	she	was	fit	
to	make	the	90-minute	trip	to	Perth.
 With a veterinary nurse and portable 
oxygen	unit,	Mozzie	was	rushed	to	a	facility	
called	WAVES	where	a	team	of	veterinary	
specialists	set	to	work.
	 	CAT	 scans,	 ultrasounds	 and	blood	 tests	
were performed before Mozzie’s parents 
received	the	good	news	that	while	damage	
was	extensive,	the	metal	shaft	had	somehow	
managed	to	miss	all	her	major	vessels	and	
organs.
	 Major	surgery	was	still	needed	to	clean	and	
close	Mozzie’s	chest	cavity	and	ensure	her	
lungs	were	functioning	properly	again.
	 Serious	 infection	 remained	 a	 significant	
risk.
 Mozzie needed a few nights in intensive 
care	but,	to	everyone’s	relief,	she	began	to	

Luckiest dog in Wheatbelt

TOODYAY businesses are being urged 
to	 support	 the	 town’s	 local	 Chamber	 of	
Commerce	to	help	boost	the	local	economy	
and lobby governments for better support.
 ‘Use it or lose it’ is the mantra for saving 
Toodyay’s	AvonLink	 rail	 service,	 and	 the	
same applies to the town’s Chamber of 
Commerce,	says	Chamber	Treasurer	Clare	
Love.
 She said the Chamber was formed to 
support	 and	 educate	 local	 businesses,	 and	
encourage	the	town’s	economic	growth.
	 “Now	is	the	time	for	Toodyay	businesses	
to	show	their	support,”	Mrs	Love	said.
	 The	Chamber	has	called	a	Special	General	
Meeting	at	7pm	on	Monday	March	10	at	the	
Freemasons	Hotel	to	determine	directions	for	
the future.
 Mrs Love said it was imperative that 
new	and	existing	businesses	 join	 the	 local	
Chamber	to	help	develop	the	local	economy	
through better marketing and promotion of 
Toodyay’s unique high-quality goods and 
services.
	 The	Chamber’s	Objects	as	an	incorporated	
body	are	to:
•	“Encourage	 the	 application	 of	 good	
business	practice,

•	“Improve	the	level	of	service	offered	to	
clients,

•	“Provide	 a	 single	 voice	 for	 business	
in	 dealings	 with	 local,	 State	 and	
Commonwealth Governments and any 
other	organisation	or	individual,	and

•	“Provide	 a	 forum	 for	 discussion	 and	
resolution	of	questions	 facing	business	
in	 the	Toodyay	Business	District	 and	
surrounding	areas.”

	 “The	whole	 trading	 community	 loses	 if	
locally-based	 opportunities	 for	 economic	
development	are	missed,”	Mrs	Love	said.
	 To	that	end,	the	Chamber	has	embarked	on	
a new membership drive and is seeking to 
recruit	a	new	management	committee	to	help	

shape	and	drive	active	new	business	policies	
and	strengthen	local	lobbying	networks	and	
capacities.
	 Membership	is	open	to	all	local	businesses,	
including	 retailers,	 industry,	 tourism	
operators and private individuals interested 
in	 furthering	 these	aims,	with	applications	
subject	to	management	committee	approval.
	 The	 main	 purpose	 of	 the	 March	 10	
Special	General	Meeting	 is	 to	elect	a	new	
management	committee	of	President,	Vice-
President,	 Secretary,	 Treasurer	 and	 six	
committee	members.
	 Nominations	will	also	be	called	to	form	a	
new	sub-committee	 to	organise	Toodyay’s	
popular	 annual	Stirling	Terrace	Christmas	
Street	Party	next	December.
 Chamber membership and nomination 
forms	can	be	obtained	by	emailing	Mrs	Love	
at	clarebearlove@westnet.com.au.
 In addition to speaking as a united 
voice	 for	Toodyay’s	 business	 community,	
the Chamber also plans to host regular 
educational	evenings	on	topics	such	as	better	
business	practice	and	other	items	requested	
by members.
	 Mrs	Love	 thanked	Bendigo	Bank,	Shire	
of	Toodyay,	Toodyay	Lions	Club,	Toodyay	
Community Op Shop and the Chamber for 
sponsoring	last	year’s	Christmas	Party,	and	
local	businesses	that	donated	prizes.
	 She	 also	 thanked	 community	members	
Peter	Robinson,	Lesley	Hugg,	Bob	Haynes,	
Steven King and many others for their 
support	 on	 the	 night,	 including	 all	 the	
children	who	placed	wheelie	bins	along	the	
road and everyone who used them to dispose 
of their litter thoughtfully.
	 “We	are	 a	 great	 town	 full	 of	wonderful,	
talented	people,”	Mrs	Love	said.
	 “We	look	forward	to	harnessing	that	energy	
and	creativity	by	strengthening	the	Chamber	
with new members and strong leadership to 
help	secure	Toodyay’s	economic	future.”

Toodyay business 
urged to unite to 

boost lobby power

improve in leaps and bounds.
	 This	fortunate	little	pooch	spent	less	than	a	
week	in	hospital	and,	after	a	month	of	strict	
rest	 at	 home,	 she	 is	 now	back	 to	working	
sheep and running around the farm like 
nothing ever happened.

7 Henry Street West
(behind the Old Newcastle Hospital)

Dr Ryan Lamp
Dr Jake Georgonicas

Open Mondays & Thursdays
Telephone 9574 2493

rlamp@rivervalechiro.com.au
www.rivervalechiro.com.au

HICAPS 
available 

for instant 
private health 

insurance 
claims

mailto:clarebearlove@westnet.com.au
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Have you ever dreamed 
of playing the piano?

Breakthrough Australian 
piano method has students 

playing immediately!

Very easy and rewarding.
Contemporary, classical, 

rock, jazz and blues.

Adults... interested 
in classes 

for the New Year?
Why not do something

for yourself and
take up the challenge?

Register now!
Free introductory lesson

Starti ng Tuesday 11 February 
(Wed TBC) at the CWA Hall

Contact

Jan 0416 054 942
9361 1964 a/h

Toodyay Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry Inc

Notice of Special 
General Meeting

7pm Monday March 10
Freemasons Hotel

Stirling Terrace Toodyay

Election of new management committee 
consisting of President, Vice-President, Secretary, 

Treasurer and six (6) Committee members.

Authorised by Clare Love (Treasurer)
9574 5771

Police beat
With Acting Sgt Charlie Ambrose, 
Officer-In-Charge, Toodyay Police

IT’S	TIME	 to	 think	 –	 do	 you	 lock	 your	
home when you are away at work or out and 
about?	Do	you	lock	your	vehicles?
	 If	the	answer	is	“no”,	then	Toodyay	Police	
want	to	be	positive	in	changing	that	answer	
to	a	future	“YES”.
	 There	 have	 recently	 been	 reports	 of	
prowlers in the Julimar area and Toodyay 
officers	are	concerned	at	the	number	of	calls	
received.
	 `Any	 suspicious	 activity	 should	 be	
reported	to	your	local	Police,	and	we	thank	
you for allowing us to monitor this situation 
to date.
	 Increased	 night-time	 patrols	 on	 top	
of everyday general duties are being 
undertaken	to	assure	the	local	community	
that	we	are	actively	out	there.
	 Although	you	may	not	see	us,	we	work	
round	the	clock	to	ensure	your	safety.
	 Documenting	 and	 providing	 physical	
descriptions	 and	 recording	 vehicle	
registration numbers are always helpful 
for	your	local	police.
Vehicle damage in Bolgart
Sometime	 between	 10am	 26	 Sunday	
January	 (Australia	Day)	 and	 9:30am	 the	
next	day	(Monday	public	holiday),	a	motor	
vehicle	was	damaged	while	parked	in	the	
information bay on Bindi Bindi-Toodyay 
Road,	in	Bolgart.
	 The	 damage	 was	 consistent	 with	 the	
vehicle	being	set	on	fire.
	 Please	let	your	local	Police	know	if	you	
have	any	information	about	this	offence	that	
may help to identify any person of interest 
in	relation	to	this	offence.

Australia Day through Police eyes
Generally	 speaking,	 Australia	 Day	
progressed as well as anyone would hope.
	 During	 the	 night,	 unfortunately,	 a	 few	
incidents	required	Police	attendance.
	 Between	 11:20pm	 and	 12:30am	 on	
Stirling	Terrace	and	Piesse	Street,	an	alleged	
assault	occurred,	and	in	a	separate	incident,	
a hit-and run.
	 Local	 police	would	 like	 to	 hear	 from	
anyone who may have seen either of these 
incidents.
Free youth night
A	free	night	for	local	youths	is	held	every	
second	week	from	April	to	December.	The	
location	and	schedules	for	this	year	will	be	
available	soon	at	Toodyay	Police	Station.
 This year’s program sees more barriers 
broken	with	the	inclusion	of	Department	of	
Fire	and	Emergency	Services	and	St	John	
Ambulance	officers.
 The program is designed to form lasting 
relationships	between	Toodyay’s	emergency	
responders	and	local	young	people.
 We want our Wheatbelt youth to know 
each	agency	is	approachable	and	programs	
like	these	are	there	just	for	them.
 If you would like to help or find out 
more	 about	 this	 program,	 please	 contact	
First Class Constable (1/C) Lea Arnold at 
Toodyay	Police	Station.
Station phone number
Our	 number	 is	 9574	 9555	 during	 office	
hours	 (9am-3pm	Monday	 to	Wednesday)	
for any non-urgent matters.
	 Local	police	officers	may	not	always	be	
available	at	the	station	during	office	hours	
due to operational requirements. If you push 
on	the	door	and	it’s	locked,	please	leave	a	
message	and	we	will	get	back	to	you.
	 If	you	require	immediate	police	attendance	
or	cannot	get	through	to	the	Toodyay	station,	
you	can	call	131	444	(free)	24	hours	a	day,	
seven days a week.
	 For	an	EMERGENCY,	please	call	000.

Julimar prowler 
prompts police call 

to lock up Regional Road Safety

WITH	 students	 in	 Toodyay	 now	 back	
at	 school	 after	 the	 long	 summer	 break,	
motorists,	 children	 and	 parents	 are	 being	
reminded	to	be	extra	cautious	when	travelling	
in	school	zones.
	 Parents	 of	 children	 of	 all	 ages	 should	
remember	to	reinforce	safe	road	behaviour,	
Toodyay RoadWise Committee Chairman 
Max	Heath	said.
	 “It’s	been	six	weeks	since	kids	have	had	to	
think	and	cross	roads,	and	hot	weather	and	
fatigue	can	impair	judgement,”	he	said.
	 “Children	 often	 get	 distracted	 and	 don’t	
pay	as	much	attention	around	roads	as	they	
perhaps should.
	 “Unfortunately,	 the	 same	 sometimes	
applies	to	drivers	also.”
	 Toodyay	 Police	Acting	 Sgt	 Charlie	
Ambrose reminded motorists that 40km/h 
speed	restriction	in	school	zones	were	now	
in	force.
	 “Parents,	 teachers	 and	 the	 general	

Back to school – caution 
urged on local roads

community	should	remember	to	slow	down	
and	think	of	the	safety	of	our	children,”	he	
said.
	 “Every	year,	about	20	children	under	the	
age of 16 year are killed on WA roads.
	 “A	further	280	children	are	severely	injured	
and require hospital treatment.
	 	“Motorists	should	also	be	mindful	of	road	
rules	around	school	buses,	using	indicators,	
slowing down and giving way.
	 “Waiting	a	few	seconds	for	a	school	bus	to	
pull	out	is	not	going	to	make	much	difference	
to your travel time but it may prevent a 
serious	crash.
	 “If	we	all	take	care	to	drive	cautiously	and	
reduce	our	speed	in	school	zones	to	40km/h	
from	7.30am	until	9am	and	2.30pm	to	4pm	
on	weekdays,	we	will	help	keep	our	children	
safe.”
 Community members interested in road 
safety	 can	 obtain	more	 information	 from	
the	Toodyay	RoadWise	Committee.	Contact	
Regional Road Safety Advisor Cliff Simpson 
on	0409	686	138

Don’t leave an 
open invitation 
on hot summer 

nights
Toodyay Neighbourhood and 
Rural Watch

Desraé Clarke 

DURING the hot summer months there may 
be	a	strong	inclination	 to	‘leave	 the	house	
open’ overnight. It is imperative to ensure 
screen	doors	and	windows	are	lockable	and	
secure	 to	 inhibit	 temptation	 to	 those	who	
might roam.
	 There	is	a	great	variety	of	security	doors	
and	windows	 available.	Check	 the	Yellow	
Pages	under	‘security’	for	the	type	that	would	
be most suitable for your home and budget.
	 ‘Out	of	the	ordinary’	happenings	can	occur	
and	it	is	imperative	to	report	these	incidents	
as	soon	as	possible	to:	
•	Police	9574	9555	or	
•	CRIMESTOPPERS		1800	333	000

	 If	the	Toodyay	Police	are	not	at	the	station	
DO	NOT	HANG	UP	 -	 your	 call	will	 go	
through	 to	 the	Northam	Regional	Office	
which	is	manned	24	hours	every	day.	Your	
call	 is	 extremely	 important,	 so	 give	 your	
information	to	the	Officer-on-Duty	and	the	
situation will be assessed with the Toodyay 
Police	 contacted	 by	 phone	 or	 radio.	They	
may	be	in	the	next	road	to	where	the	problem	
is	occurring.
	 CRIMESTOPPERS	 1800	 333	 000	 has	
an	 excellent	 record	 of	 recovering	 goods	
and	 solving	 crimes	with	 the	 help	 of	 the	
community,	just	like	you	and	me.	They	do	
not	require	your	identification;	however	you	
will	receive	a	number	for	identification.	

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Part Time Permanent 
Administration Assistant 

required for local 
Great Beginnings Childcare Centre

Please contact Raelene on
9574 2922

How to use
Yellow-Top 

recycle bins 
correctly

Mandy Zolnier

SINCE	the	introduction	of	yellow-top	bins	
in	Toodyay	last	year,	recycling	in	the	town	
has	become	a	big	factor	in	reducing	waste	
that	goes	to	landfill.
	 Now	 the	 bins	 are	 here,	 it	 is	 important	
to	 learn	 how	 to	 use	 them	 correctly	 and	
efficiently.
	 We	all	say,	“Oh,	that’s	easy,”	but	with	my	
appointment	as	Waste	Education	Officer	for	
Northam	and	Toodyay,	it	has	become	evident	
we	can	improve	how	we	recycle.
 Toodyay’s yellow-top bins have an imprint 
on	the	lid	as	the	result	of	mass	production	in	
Perth,	and	the	wording	is	more	appropriate	
to	areas	within	the	city.
	 So	what	can	we	put	in	our	yellow-top	bins?
	 All	plastic	containers	and	plastic	wraps,	but	
remember	remove	the	lids	off	before	placing	
them in the bin.
	 	Gladwrap	can	also	be	recycled	but	needs	
to be food-free
	 	Re-usable	shopping	bags	help	to	reduce	
waste	but	can	also	go	in	the	bins	as	long	as	
they are empty.
	 Though	the	bins	indicate	no	broken	glass,	
or	ceramics,	this	is	actually	the	opposite.
	 Any	broken	 glass	 and	 ceramics	 are	fine	
because	these	sorts	of	materials	can	end	up	
becoming	road	surface	once	ground	down.
	 	The	most	obvious	materials	to	recycle	are	
all	paper,	junk	mail,	glossy	magazines	and	
cardboard	products.

	 The	last	group	of	products	to	recycle	are	
all	metals,	 such	 as	 steel	 and	 aluminium	–	
including	aerosol	cans	such	as	for	fly	spray.	
These	must	be	empty,	so	items	such	as	spray	
paint	cans	should	be	disposed	of	safely	 in	
other ways.
	 In	coming	weeks,	articles	will	be	published	
in The Toodyay Herald about where 
your	waste	 goes	 (the	Regional	Resource	
Recovery	Centre	 in	Canning	Vale),	what	
your	recycled	waste	becomes,	how	to	reduce	
waste,	 and	 information	 about	 individual	
people’s	 activities	 in	 the	 region	 and	 how	
they	 contribute	 to	 conserving	 the	 local	
environment.
 I will be visiting Toodyay’s IGA store to 
answer any questions you may have about 
recycling	 and	 provide	 opportunities	 for	
local	residents	to	visit	the	RRRC	facility	in	
Canning Vale.
	 In	addition,	a	local	book	exchange	fair	will	
be established to enable Toodyay people to 
trade	or	sell	second-hand	books.
	 For	more	 tips	 on	 recycling,	 please	 visit	
www.recycleright.net.au.
	 For	 questions	 about	 upcoming	 recycling	
tours,	please	email	mandyzolnier@yahoo.ca

mailto:mandyzolnier@yahoo.ca
http://www.recycleright.net.au/
mailto:mandyzolnier@yahoo.ca
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Stable Liquor Toodyay
Shop 1 105 Stirling Terrace 9574 2653

downundercellars.com.au FOLLOW US
DUC010214FULLPAGETOH

Down Under Cellars supports the responsible service 
and consumption of alcohol ID 25.

SEE IN STORE FOR OUR 
FULL CATALOGUE.

$37.99

$37.99

Hahn Super Dry 3.5 
24x330ml Stubbies

Tooheys Extra Dry
24x345ml Stubbies6 X SAUVIGNON BLANC FOR $60

$606
FOR

Marlin Bay
Marlborough 
Sauvignon Blanc. 750ml.

Amongst the Clouds
Sauvignon Blanc. 750ml.

Evans & Tate
Classic
Sauvignon Blanc. 750ml.

Brancott Estate 
Marlborough 
Sauvignon Blanc. 750ml.

Secret Stone
Marlborough
Sauvignon Blanc. 750ml.

Oyster Bay
Marlborough
Sauvignon Blanc. 750ml.

Smirnoff Ice 
Double Black

4x300ml Bottles 

$362
FOR

ANY

$44.99

Mumm Cordon Rouge
NV Champagne

750ml

$202
FOR

$11.99

Walking Birds
Sauvignon Blanc

750ml

Jack Daniel’s or
Jack Daniel’s Honey

700ml

$43.99
each

Specials valid 1/2/2014 - 28/2/2014

CANCER patients in Toodyay will have 
access	 to	 free	 exercise	 classes	 designed	
specifically	for	them	under	a	new	program	
starting in Northam.
	 The	classes	are	part	of	the	Cancer	Council	
of Western Australia’s Life Now Program 
for patients undergoing treatment or people 
who	have	been	treated	for	cancer	in	the	past	
two years.

AvonLink 
support group 

formed
Toodyay AvonLink Supporters 
Group

THE	AVONLINK	train	servicing	Toodyay	
and	Northam	is	set	to	continue	until	at	least	
June	2014.
	 The	State	Government	 announced	 in	 its	
2013	Budget	that	the	AvonLink	would	cease	
operating	at	the	end	of	2013.
	 Following	strong	community	lobbying,	the	
Government	 has	 committed	 to	 continuing	
the	service	to	mid-2014	and	has	requested	
the	development	of	a	business	case	 for	 its	
continued	operation	thereafter.
	 Community	consultation	late	last	year	led	to	
the establishment of the Toodyay AvonLink 
Supporters	Group	 and,	with	 support	 from	
the Shire of Toodyay and the Wheatbelt 
Development	 Commission,	 community	
representatives met with TransWA senior 
executives	to	discuss	options	for	the	future	
of	the	service.
	 Local	MPs	Shane	Love	MLA	 and	Paul	
Brown MLC also attended the meeting.

	 An	AvonLink	 Project	Working	 Party	
has been formed with representatives of 
TransWA,	 the	Wheatbelt	 Development	
Commission and the Shires of Northam and 
Toodyay.
	 This	group	is	preparing	a	business	case	for	
consideration	by	the	State	Government.
	 “TransWA	was	 very	 impressed	with	 the	
well-informed and positive input from the 
members	 of	 the	 Toodyay	 community,”	
Toodyay	Shire	CEO	Stan	Scott	said.
	 “The	Working	 Party	 will	 continue	 to	
consult	 with	 the	 nominated	 community	
representatives	 in	 the	 course	 of	 the	
development	of	the	business	case.”
 The Toodyay AvonLink Supporters Group 
has	taken	on	board	community	suggestions	
and	advice	to	provide	input	on	improving	the	
timetable,	ticketing,	fares	and	promotion	of	
the	service,	and	is	seeking	further	input	from	
Toodyay residents and visitors.
	 If	you	would	like	to	get	involved,	contact	a	
member of the Toodyay AvonLink Supporters 
Group:
Lyn	Johnson:	gully.310@bigpond.com
Francis	Moran:	oliomio@iinet.net.au
Sheena	Hesse:	parkfoot@hotmail.com
Cheryl	Wiltshire:	c.l.wiltshire@gmail.com
Alan	Heart:	ipswichview@gmail.com
Michael	Shepherd:furniture@iinet.net.au
Elvina	Mcfaul:	mcfaul@westnet.com.au
Paula	Greenway:	0408139752/	95742116	or	
pagreenway@telstra.com.
 The Toodyay AvonLink Supporters Group 
representatives	will	continue	to	present	the	
community’s	views	to	the	Working	Party	and	
lobby	hard	for	the	best	possible	outcome	for	
Toodyay.
Fact file:
•	THE	AVONLINK	 service	 has	 been	 in	
operation	since	1995.

•	 In	August	 2013,	 the	WA	Government	
announced	the	AvonLink	service	would	
be	cancelled	in	December	2013.

•	A	 petition	 with	 more	 than	 3,500	
signatures	 opposing	 the	 decision	was	
tabled	in	Parliament	in	November	2013.

•	 In	December	2013,	the	WA	Government	
confirmed	the	service	had	been	extended	
to	June	2014.

•	The Toodyay AvonLink Supporters 
Group is developing options to improve 
the	service	and	encourage	its	continuation.

•	The	 AvonLink	 Project 	 Working	
Group	of	State	 and	Local	Government	
representatives is developing a business 
case	for	future	funding	of	the	service.

New free exercise classes for 
Toodyay cancer patients

	 The	12-week	program	consists	of	a	one-
hour	session	twice	a	week	with	a	qualified	
exercise	physiologist.
	 Each	participant	has	an	individual	program	
designed	specifically	for	them	by	the	exercise	
physiologist,	and	the	group	attends	exercise	
sessions together.
 The program is designed to enable 
people	affected	by	cancer	to	experience	the	

benefits	of	exercise	in	a	safe	and	supportive	
environment.
 Life Now Manager Lani Valentine said 
exercise	was	a	recommended	part	of	cancer	
treatment	and	recovery.
	 “Exercise	can	help	people	manage	some	
of	 the	 side	 effects	 of	 cancer	 treatment	 by	
reducing	 nausea	 and	 pain,	 and	 improving	
sleep,”	she	said.
	 “Exercise	 is	 one	 of	 the	 best	 ways	 to	
enhance	recovery	after	cancer	treatment.
	 “It’s	not	only	safe	for	cancer	patients	but	it	
also	helps	them	to	regain	fitness	and	muscle	
strength,	 as	 well	 as	 reducing	 tiredness,	
anxiety	and	depression.”
 For more information about the program or 
to	register	for	the	Northam	classes,	call	the	
Cancer	Council	Helpline	on	131120.
	 A	full	list	of	Life	Now	classes	run	by	the	
Cancer	Council	of	WA	is	available	at	www.
cancerwa.asn.au.

New free exercise classes help cancer recovery
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mailto:parkfoot@hotmail.com
mailto:c.l.wiltshire@gmail.com
mailto:ipswichview@gmail.com
mailto:furniture@iinet.net.au
mailto:mcfaul@westnet.com.au
mailto:pagreenway@telstra.com
http://www.cancerwa.asn.au
http://www.cancerwa.asn.au
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emergency services

BUSINESS FOR SALE
CONTACT OWNER

PH 0427 742 043

Coondle Volunteer 
Bush Fire Brigrade

Colin Blanchett

HERE we go again into another year and 
January	nearly	over.	We	have	had	a	couple	
of	 busy	 months	 with	 fires	 at	 Julimar,	
Goomalling and Morangup. Three tankers 
from the Shire ended up at the Mundaring 
fire	till	late	at	night.	Hopefully,	that’s	as	busy	
as we get.
	 Welcome	 to	 two	new	fire	fighters,	Rory	
Davin and Georgia Steytler who have both 
been	blooded	with	their	first	fires			and	came	
out of it still smiling.
	 We	had	our	Christmas	party	on	7	December	
with	a	great	turn-out	for	an	excellent	night	
of	entertainment.	It	included	the	kids	belting	
a	 piñata	 and	 racing	 for	 the	 lollies,	 Father	
Christmas turning up in the light tanker and 
plenty of pressies to go around. Many thanks 
to the large number of people who helped 
organise the night.
 We held a burger stand at the street party in 
December	with	a	good	turn-out	of	members	
to	cook	and	present	a	fantastic	and	healthy	
burger	and	with	a	lot	of	positive	comments	
from	the	public	as	well.	
	 Our	next	meeting	will	 be	on	Saturday	8	
February at 5pm and training (so long as we 
don’t	get	called	to	a	fire	as	has	happened	the	
last	two	training	days)	on	Sunday	9	February	
at	9am.	A	good	turn-out	would	be	fantastic	
as we all are still learning .
 If you would like to learn more about being 
fire-aware	or	feel	you	might	like	to	join	up	
as	a	firefighter	(with	training),	come	along	
on Fridays at 5pm to the shed on Coondle 
West	Road	when	the	vehicle	inspections	take	
place.

Julimar Volunteer 
Bush Fire Brigade

Tim Walker
From the Fire Shed

AS	we	 head	 into	 the	New	Year,	 I	 expect	
most of us will be looking forward to the 
end	of	this	summer	period,	with	some	record	
temperatures	 recorded	 between	 46˚C	 and	
48˚C	 coupled	with	 	 both	 catastrophic	 and	
many	dangerous	fire	warnings.
	 Although	there	have	been	several	fires	in	
this	period,	nothing	too	serious	has	occurred	
to	date	in	our	brigade	area.	Our	fire	fighting	
teams	have	been	called	out	many	times	 to	
fires	outside	our	immediate	area,	including	
being	on	standby	during	the	recent	disastrous	
Parkerville/Hills	fire.
	 Senior	 firefighters	 commented	 on	 the	
lack	of	preparedness	by	 some	 residents	 in	
that area and many homes were destroyed 
simply	 because	 so	much	 fuel	 load	was	 in	
close	 proximity	 to	 these	 homes.	This	was	
despite	 a	 very	 expensive	TV	 advertising	
program,	warning	of	the	risks	of	not	cleaning	
up around properties.
	 On	the	social	side	of	things,	our	Christmas	
BBQ	was	well	attended	and	enjoyed	by	all	
and	many	members	later	welcomed	the	New	
Year	in	style,	with	some	members	still	having	
a	preference	for	good	old	plain	water	in	lieu	

of more ‘hair of the dog’.
	 Training	continued	through	the	months	of	
December	 and	 January,	with	 a	Dead	Man	
Zone	session	in	December	and	further	WA	
Emergency	Radio	Network	training	sessions	
in	 January	when	 a	 total	 of	 26	members	
signed	up	to	a	very	comprehensive	training	
programme. A very big thank you to trainer 
Brian	for	his	time	and	expertise	for	running	
these sessions.

Bejoording 
Volunteer Bush Fire 

Brigade
From the desk of The Badger 

IT	WILL	 come	 as	 no	 surprise	 that	 the	
December/January	 period	 has	 been	 quite	
eventful	for	the	Bejoording	Brigade.	There	
have	been	a	number	of	call-outs	including	
the	fire	in	the	Goomalling	Road	area	on	14	
December	 and	more	 recently	 two	 of	 our	
members also helped at the devastating 
January	fire	in	the	Perth	Hills.	At	the	brigade	
meeting	on	17	December	Captain	Lawrence	
Hayward	was	full	of	praise	for	the	common	
sense	and	efficiency	shown	by	the	brigade	
at	the	Goomalling	Road	fire.
	 As	 these	fires	have	had	extensive	media	
coverage	 there’s	 no	 need	 to	 reiterate	 the	
events	here.	Suffice	to	say	it’s	an	ominous	
start to the summer season and possibly a 
sign	of	future	seasons	to	come.
	 2013	has	seen	the	brigade	benefit	from	the	
addition	of	a	number	of	new	recruits	and	the	
latest	to	be	welcomed	is	Ben	den	Boer	who	
saw	 action	 after	 his	 first	 day	 of	 training!	
Good	 luck	Ben,	you	didn’t	panic	 and	you	
stayed with us!

	 The	 Bejoording	Volunteer	 Bush	 Fire	
Brigade asks you to remember to always 
plan	and	prepare	before	lighting	any	fire	for	
any	 reason,	 and	 have	 a	 clear	 contingency	
strategy	 in	 place	 should	 things	 get	 out	 of	
control.	Even	at	the	safest	times	of	the	year	
fires	can	pose	a	risk	to	people	and	property,	
whether	it’s	burning	off	on	your	acreage	or	
a	back	yard	bonfire,	so	take	care.	Advice	is	
free,	but	getting	it	wrong	can	be	expensive!			
Don’t	forget	fire	bans	are	now	in	effect	for	the	
rest	of	summer.	If	you	have	any	questions,	
remember	you	can	contact	Captain	Lawrence	
Hayward	 on	 9574	5106	or	 the	Badger	 on	
9574	4834.	Please	leave	a	message	if	we’re	
not	there.	Our	next	meeting	is	on	Tuesday	
18	February.	

Toodyay Central 
Volunteer Bush Fire 

Brigade
Desraé Clarke 

THE FIRST general geeting of the year was 
very well attended. There have been several 
‘call-outs’,	as	with	the	other	brigades,	and	
help has also been given to areas outside the 
Shire of Toodyay.
 Members were saddened to learn of the 
passing	of	Donna,	daughter	of	our	stalwart	
member,	Bobbie.	Our	thoughts	are	with	you,	
Bobbie,	 your	 granddaughter,	 Jordon,	 and	
Jordon’s	dad,	at	this	very	sad	time.
 There will be no training until mid-
February.	A	date	and	times	will	be	fixed	for	a	
WA	Emergency	Radio	Network	Course	when	
Training	Officers	Heather	 and	Brent	 have	
received	 a	 sufficient	 number	 of	 interested	
participants.	 Members,	 please	 contact	
Captain	Mick	with	your	interest.
The	next	 general	meeting	will	 be	 held	 on	
Tuesday	25	February	commencing	7.30pm	
at	the	Fire	and	Emergency	Services	Centre,	
Stirling	Terrace,	Toodyay.	New	members	are	
made	most	welcome!
	 If	you	would	like	to	join	Central	Brigade,	
contact	Captain	Mick	McKeown,	9574	2132,	
Secretary	Wayne	Clarke,	6364	3609	or	email	
2jcentralvbfb@westnet.com.au.

New member Ben den Boer

Toodyay RSL
Sub-Branch

WELCOME	to	year	2014.	Our	Sub-Branch	has	
a	lot	to	do	this	coming	year.	We	are	sending	
two	students	on	the	Sandakan	Scholarship	to	
Borneo	for	this	year’s	ANZAC	Day	ceremony.
	 This	has	been	made	possible	only	because	
of	 increased	 funding	 from	major	 sponsors	
Toodyay	 Shire	Council,	Toodyay	Bendigo	
Bank,	Toodyay	Op-Shop,	Toodyay	Dental	
Clinic,	Toodyay	Lions	Club	nd	local	MP	Shane	
Love.
	 However,	 our	 biggest	 sponsor	 is	 you,	 the	
members	 of	 our	 community	 who	 always	
contribute	 to	our	fundraising	events	–	 thank	
you.
	 More	 details	 about	 the	 two	 successful	
ANZAC	Day	 students	 travelling	 to	Borneo	
will	be	announced	in	the	March	edition	of	The 
Toodyay Herald.
	 With	 the	ANZAC	Centenary	 getting	 ever	
closer,	 the	Sub-Branch	needs	 to	 decide	 if	 it	
will	 undertake	 any	 special	 commemorative	
services	or	projects.
	 We	would	appreciate	any	suggestions	from	
you,	the	members	of	our	community,	towards	
this aim.
	 The	 Toodyay	 community	 made	 many	
sacrifices	during	the	First	World	War.
 You have only to look at the list of War Dead 
on the Toodyay War Memorial. Sgt William 
Strahan,	 a	member	of	 16	Battalion,	 lost	 his	
life	on	ANZAC	Day	1915.
	 Toodyay	Sub-Branch	saw	the	end	of	an	era	
with	 the	 passing	 of	 dedicated	member	Eric	
Tom	 Patten,	 our	 last	 surviving	Australian	
World War Two Digger.
	 Eric	was	very	active	in	our	Sub-Branch	and	
was	Secretary/Treasurer	from	1981	to	2002	–	
a	total	of	21	years	without	a	break	–	and	also	

Toodyay Tidy Towns
Beth Frayne 
Secretary, Toodyay Tidy Towns 
Committee

THE Toodyay Tidy Towns Committee 
(TTTC)	 held	 its	 first	meeting	 for	 2014.	
After	due	consideration,	 it	was	decided	 to	
enter	the	2014	State	Tidy	Towns	Sustainable	
Communities Awards. 
 Chairman Greg Warburton and the 
Committee members have lots of ideas and 
are	ready	to	proceed	with	signage	ideas	and	
more. The Shire has plans too.
	 There	will	 be	 some	 changes	 to	 the	way	

The Shire’s new boundary sign. (Photo: Greg Warburton, 2013)

Clean Up Australia Day March 2
we	work	in	2014	to	lighten	the	Tidy	Towns	
workload a bit. All will be revealed in the 
next	 issue	of	Toodyay	Tidy	Talk	 later	 this	
month.	when	the	secretary	gets	a	minute	to	
spare later in February.
	 Clean	 Up	Australia	 Day,	 2	 March:	
Toodyay Tidy Towns will support the 
Toodyay Naturalists’ Club’s registered 
site	on	Toodyay	Road,	near	the	Morangup	
Nature	Reserve.	You	can	also	register	your	
volunteer support for the Naturalists’ site 
here:	 http://www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.
au/Morangup+Nature+Reserve. 
 Toodyay’s Adopt-A-Spotters may be out in 
force	that	day	too.	Schools	Clean	Up	Day	is	
Friday,	28	February.

served	as	Vice-President	from	1975	to	1978.	
	 Eric	will	 be	 a	 sadly	missed	Toodyay	RSL	
Sub-Branch	member.	 But	 he	 will	 not	 be	
forgotten.

http://www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au/Morangup+Nature+Reserve
http://www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au/Morangup+Nature+Reserve
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1995

Shire of Toodyay
Periodic Review of Local Laws

The Shire of Toodyay proposed to review the following Local Laws in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 3.16 of the Local Government 
Act 1995:

By-laws Relating to Stalls
Extractive Industries Local Law
Local Law Relating to the Toodyay and Jimperding Public 
Cemeteries 
Local Laws Relating to Pest Plants
Dogs Local Law
Parking and Parking Facilities Local Law
Activities on Thoroughfares and Trading in Thoroughfares and 
Public Places Local Law
Fencing Local Law
Standing Orders Local Law

A copy of the Local Laws may be inspected at, or obtained from the 
Shire’s offi ce at 15 F iennes Road, Toodyay between 8.30 am and 4.30 
pm Monday to Friday or at the Toodyay Public Library during normal 
opening hours.

Submissions about any changes to the Local Laws may be made to the 
Chief Executive Offi cer, Shire of Toodyay, PO Box 96, Toodyay 6566 by 
17 March 2014.

STAN SCOTT
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Wade Robertson, 
Dealer Principal of 
Valley Ford Northam 
Hyundai would like to 
welcome new Sales 
Consultant, Neil James 
to the team.

Neil joined the 
company in January, 
and has brought to 

the business a wealth of knowledge and experience. Neil 
has worked in the car dealership industry for many years and 
specializes in helping you with your finance. Neil has lived 
in Northam for nearly 20 years, loves his golf and is looking 
forward to meeting existing and new Ford and Hyundai 
clients.

Phone Neil on 9622 5588 or call in and have a chat to Neil 
about our wide range of new Ford and Hyundai models, as 
well as quality pre-owned cars.

Di Roberts

WELCOME to the Toodyay Community Bus 
column	of	December,	January	and	now!!
	 Christmas	came	and	we	were	not	able	to	
share	too	many	visits	with	our	Bus	because	of	
the festivities of others and their adventures.
	 However,	 here	 is	 a	 story	 of	 a	 great	
happiness and thoughts that brought Toodyay 
to a new beginning.
 It was the last event of the year for the 
Toodyay Community Bus – a WEDDING.
 It is time I told the whole story of what went 
on,	 and	perhaps	 everyone	will	 understand	
what	I	as	a	Bus	can	acomplish	in	very	happy	
times.  
	 As	 the	 Cheeky	 Bus	 of	Toodyay,	 I	 am	
privileged and feel proud to represent our 
people.		I	can	accommodate	those	who	wish	
to	venture	further	afield	for	many	reasons.	I	
really don’t want to know what their reasons 
are,	but	I	am	for	them.
	 So,	 on	28	December,	 I	was	 called	 to	 be	
part of a ‘splendiferous’ wedding within the 
district	of	Toodyay.	How	could	one	not	resist	
that	call	to	venture	further	to	see	the	venue	of	
the	“Range”,	a	very	splendid	and	voluptuous	
home	that	could	only	be	described	as	“love”?
 I was asked to take many guests of the 
wedding party to the venue and give them 
an	opportunity	to	share	with	the	couple	who	
were being married.
	 After	 looking	 at	 the	 expertise	 of	 those	
who	 chose	 to	 adorn	 the	 grounds	 of	 this	
palatial	home,	I	felt	glad	that	I	was	one	who	
could	share	with	those	who	were	part	of	the	
ceremony.
	 There	were	so	many	beautiful	people,	and	
each	and	every	one	shared	with	the	married	
couple	 their	 thoughts	 for	 a	 very	 happy	
marriage.  Gosh I felt good.
	 To	Liz	 and	Reubin,	 I	 did	 not	 have	 the	
opportunity	 to	meet	 you,	 but	 I	 know	 that	
you would feel that my efforts would be 
appreciated,	and	I	enjoyed	meeting	all	 the	
guys and girls who wanted to share the trip 
back	to	Toodyay	after	the	wedding.

	 Guess	what?	I	am	tired	now.	I	have	been	
here,	there	and	everywhere	so	many	times,	
and	I	can’t	count	on	my	spotlights.	Many	of	
our	 local	people	decided	 to	cross	my	path	
and	I	just	told	them	to	get	on	with	it.
	 May	 our	New	Year	 of	 2014,	 be	 a	 great	
challenge	to	not	get	rid	of	me,	but	to	bring	
a	new	me	to	Toodyay.	Yep,	I	am	tired,	and	
there are a few things to do to keep me up 
to	excellence,	but	I	will	never	forget	all	the	
wonders	 and	 the	 excitements	 of	what	we	
have	created	during	the	past	year.
	 So	dear	folks	of	Toodyay,	another	year	and	
another opportunity for you all to share with 
me	in	2014.	I	will	make	your	celebration	one	
to	remember,	because	you	are	all	good	and	
worthy	people,	and	if	I	can	bring	a	smile,	a	
chuckle	or	a	sigh	within	the	excursions	you	
wish	to	partake	of,	then	my	job	as	the	Cheeky	
Bus is done.
 May our year together be one of great 
fulfilment,	with	 the	opportunity	of	sharing	
with	 those	who	need	to	 just	be	 taken	on	a	
journey	they	may	not	have	been	on	before.	
Remember	you	will	always	enjoy	whatever	
I	have	 to	offer,	 and	 if	you	have	any	 ideas	
of	 where	 to	 go	 and	 what	 to	 do,	 please	
contact	me	on	9574	2498.	All	ideas	will	be	
appreciated.
	 Take	care,	keep	cool,	and	remember	there	
are friends around you who are willing to 
help if you are in need.
“Cheeky Bus”

Toodyay Community Bus

Wedding bells ring for
Toodyay’s cheeky bus

Toodyay Miniature Railway

June Eastwood

EIGHTEEN members met for their annual 
party	at	the	new	Loco	shed	on	New	Year’s	
Eve and it was the most fun ever (perhaps 
except	 rolling	 tyres	 down	Mill’s	 drive	 to	
score	a	hit	on	the	bottom	cyclone	gate).
 The new shed is an ideal venue with the 
central	traverser	that	carries	the	trains	to	their	
bays	pushed	to	one	end,	leaving	all	the	large	
central	floor	area	free.
	 The	President	and	Secretary	combined	to	
cook	 sweet	 chilli	 pork	 ribs,	 sausages	 and	
home-made	 patties	 accompanied	 by	 five	
different	 salads,	 followed	by	a	 large	 fruit-
covered	pavlova,	huge	sherry	trifle,	melon	
balls in green ginger wine and a large big 
platter	–	Jamie	Oliver,	eat	your	heart	out.
	 Our	Xmas	 function	may	have	been	held	
over to New Year’s Eve but was well worth 
the wait.
	 After	the	feast	came	the	fun.
 June’s daughter Robyn donated a huge 
Thomas	the	Tank	Pinato	which	was	strung	
from an overhead beam.
	 Everyone	was	reluctant	at	first	to	hit	such	
a	great	creation	with	a	big	stick	but	Robyn	
demanded photos to prove we did it.
	 I	explained	no	one	got	 the	sweets	 inside	
unless it was done. Seemingly fragile 

Thomas the Tank piñata fun
Thomas looked as if it would never survive 
more	than	the	first	few	blows	but	looks	can	
be	deceptive.
	 Blindfolded	ladies	tried	first	and	the	biggest	
damage	was	a	funnel	knocked	off,	while	the	
fellows fared little better.
 The swinging train either hit them behind 
the	ear	or	eluded	them	completely.
	 A	minor	victory	was	the	second	funnel	but	
no more than half a dozen sweets fell to the 
floor.	Thomas	was	the	victor.
	 Vern	coupled	up	a	heap	of	carriages	to	be	
pulled	by	diesel	Len,	with	Percy	giving	 a	
helpful push from the rear.
	 All	aboard	and	off	round	the	circuit	under	
the	Moon	 and	 stars,	 but	 halfway	 round	 –	
disaster	struck.
	 Len	refused	 to	pull	and	poor	 little	Percy	
tried	 his	 hardest	 but	 could	 not	 push	 the	
mammoth load uphill.
	 With	a	few	humans	to	the	rescue	we	made	
it	back	to	the	shed,	and	Len’s	minor	problem	
has	since	been	solved.
	 All	stops	have	been	pulled	out	to	connect	
up	the	very	fancy	electric	signalling	system.
	 Digging	the	trenches	in	the	heat	is	no	fun	so	
the	fellows	decided	on	a	very	early	morning	
start.
	 Even	so,	Vern,	in	true	colonial	Indian	style,	
held an umbrella over Stan’s head as he 
toiled.
	 The	flashing	red	and	green	lights	on	their	
black	hooded	poles	are	very	impressive.
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SANDSPLUS PTY LTD
SUPPLY AND DELIVER: 

SAND:  White and Yellow
GRAVEL:  Screened road base
 Screened and crushed gravel 
  7-18mm
 Oversize
BLUE  METAL:  Crushed rock, Blue Metal 
  7-20mm
FERTILISER and GRAIN DELIVERIES

Phone Mike:  0417 989 559
Email:  sandsplus1@gmail.com

Phone Patrick

9574 4402

PE & SM FERGUSON

BULLDOZING CONTRACTOR
Owner Operator

* Dam Construction
 * Fence Lines
  * Contour Banks
   * Ripping

Walk amongst “Free Range Emus” 
in natural bushland

• Guided Tours 
• Emu Products Shop  
• Dining Area
• Tea and Coffee
• Ice Cream and Cool Drinks
• Toilets
• Ample Parking 

Coach and School  Groups by Appointment

Open Daily 10AM – 4PM
Phone 9574 1415

TOODYAY 
EMU FARM

Doris M. Martin

SO HERE we are at the beginning of yet 
another	 year	 and	 how	 quickly	 they	 roll	
around.
 The town of Bolgart has been rather quiet 
after	a	hectic	harvest	period.	I	don’t	think	I	
have ever seen so many loads of grain pass 
our	house	 in	 the	almost	25	years	we	have	
lived	in	it.	We	figured	it	had	to	be	a	bumper	
harvest	 and,	 judging	 by	 the	 quiet	 spell	 in	
recent	times,	those	farmers	and	workers	were	
off for a well-earned holiday.
	 Once	 again	 sadly	 I	 have	 to	 report	 on	 a	
couple	of	deaths	from	our	communities.
	 It	is	very	sad	to	say	farewell	to	Eric	Patten	
of	Toodyay.	Eric	had	not	enjoyed	the	most	
robust health in the later stages of his life but 
his	wife	Shirley	did	a	tremendous	job	with	
his	care.
	 Eric	was	 the	son	of	 the	 late	couple	Tom	
and	Eve	 Patten	who	were	well-respected	
people	in	the	Toodyay	area.	Eric	himself	was	
involved	with	many	areas	of	the	community	
and mainly in the early days the Toodyay Fire 
Brigade.	I	recall	him	doing	his	Fire	Officer	
duty	at	the	Toodyay	Picture	Theatre	when	I	
was in my teens.
	 Sympthy	is	extended	to	Eric’s	wife	Shirley	
and family in his loss.
	 Another	 person	who	 recently	 passed	 on	
was Frank Bradley who for many years 
farmed in the Wyening area but later moved 
to Perth. Frank was a keen sportsman in 
earlier times and he and his late wife Doreen 
reared	a	family	of	sons,	one	of	whom	still	
runs the farm at Wyening.
	 Our	sympathy	is	extended	to	his	family	and	
other loved ones.
A	scary	moment	 occurred	when	 lightning	

created	havoc	 in	 the	Toodyay	and	Bolgart	
areas.	Several	farm	fires	ignited	in	areas	such	
as	Culham	 and	 out	 along	 the	Bejoording	
Road
 Hearing the rumbling of thunder I hastily 
abandoned	 the	 computer	 and	had	 scarcely	
unplugged	it	when	a	huge	crack	of	thunder	
occurred	 and	 at	 that	moment	my	husband	
yelled that a big palm tree in a house yard 
across	the	street	was	alight.
	 In	 hardly	 any	 time	 at	 all	 a	 crowd	 of	
onlookers had gathered and fortunately some 
had	the	right	equipment	to	help	control	the	
flames.	Householders	were	running	to	and	
fro with hoses. Fortunately no homes were 
lost	but	a	garden	shed,	fence	and	equipment	
bore the brunt of the damage.
 To all those students who left the Bolgart 
Primary	School	last	year	we	wish	you	well	
at	 the	 new	 schools	 you	 are	 attending	 this	
year	whether	it	be	primary	or	secondary.	To	
all	those	students	starting	their	school	year	
at Bolgart this year we also wish you well.

News from Bolgart and 
surrounding areas

Local farmers earn 
break after bringing 
in bumper harvest

Arts Toodyay 
Clive Eger

IT HAS BEEN a long hot summer with more 
to	come,	and	the	Arts	Toodyay	mob	has	been	
keeping	a	pretty	low	profile.
	 	Nevertheless,	we	did	head	out	bravely	for	
our	second	‘Adopt-A-Spot’	cleanup	shortly	
before Christmas.
	 As	the	day	was	forecast	to	be	a	scorcher,	
we	began	bright	(?)	and	early	to	beat	the	heat	
on that warm Sunday morning.
 It turned out to be a dreadful day with the 
fire	at	Whitfields	Road	giving	everybody	an	
ominous reminder of what had happened so 
recently	in	2009.	
	 Nevertheless,	we	 completed	 our	 rounds	
and	by	9.30am	had	harvested	almost	8kg	of	
rubbish	from	the	central	shopping	area.
	 As	we	discovered	on	the	previous	occasion,	
cigarette	butts	are	still	 the	‘favourite’	with	
Toodyay	litterers,	followed	closely	by	a	large	
number	of	smashed	bottles	in	Charcoal	Lane	
behind the Community Hall as a reminder of 
a birthday bash the night before.
 The highlight of our pre-Christmas 
activities	was	 a	 gathering	 at	 the	 heritage	
home of Ruth and Colin Moore to hear a 
piano	 recital	 by	 their	 talented	 daughter,	
Anastasia.
	 In	 the	perfect	 setting	of	 the	 salon	 in	 the	
lovely	 old	 house,	 we	were	 treated	 to	 a	
marvellous	 concert	 followed	 by	 a	 lavish	
afternoon tea.
	 One	 could	 almost	 see	 the	 ghosts	 of	 the	
early inhabitants of the house nodding their 
approval at this return to the atmosphere of 
their time. 
 Meanwhile plans are afoot for a busy and 
productive	year.
	 Standard	features	of	our	calendar	are	the	
art	exhibition	at	the	Moondyne	Festival	and	
our	sixth	annual	VINO	exhibition	at	Coorinja	
Winery.
 We are also planning a series of workshops 
and	excursions	to	stimulate	and	inspire	Arts	
Toodyay	members	when	the	weather	cools	
down a bit.
	 Arts	 Toodyay	 Inc.	 is	 a	 group	 of	 arts	
enthusiasts from the Toodyay area who meet 
to	 share	 their	 expertise	 and	 promote	 their	
work	locally.
 Members have diverse interests ranging 
from	painting,	creative	textiles,	jewellery	and	
contemporary	 embroidery	 to	 photography,	
writing,	pottery	and	sculpture.
	 New	members	are	very	welcome	and	you	
can	 contact	Secretary	Clive	Eger	 on	0401	
966	153	or	email	drumree99@gmail.com.
 The membership fee remains at $15 so get 
in	touch	and	join	us.

Avon Wood Turners 
Max J Heath

ANOTHER year begins. 
 We have had a quiet time at wood turning 
for	 a	while.	A	 planned	 barbecue	 lunch	 to	
finish off the year unfortunately didn’t 
eventuate as it was very hot and it was also 
the	day	of	the	Goomalling	Road	fire.	A	few	
were	away	and	I	was	tied	up	with	the	fire.	
Wood	turners	went	into	recess	on	that	day.
	 We	had	crafted	a	number	of	small	bowls	
and	 these	were	filled	with	 sweets	 and	our	
local	Silver	Chain	distributed	these	to	older	
and deserving people around town. The 
bowls	were	very	well	received.
 Some of us ventured down to Swan on 
Saturday	on	18	January	and	final	preparations	
for	our	March	wood	turning	day	were	sorted	
out. This should be a great day with three or 
four demonstrations and a talk on timbers 
and	 forestry.	A	 competition	will	 be	 held	
and items will be on display mid morning 
on	Saturday	 8	March.	All	would	 be	most	
welcome	to	come	and	view	these	items.
	 We	 intend	 to	 start	 up	 again	 on	 the	 first	
Sunday in February and so if you are 
interested,	come	on	down	to	the	Pavilion	and	
see	us.	Our	starting	time	for	summer	is	8am.

Country Women’s 
Association

MANY	 thanks	 to	Maxine	 for	writing	 the	
November	and	December	columns	while	I	
was overseas. 
 I was thrilled to be able to attend the end-
of-year	 party	which	members	 postponed	
until	I	got	back	to	Toodyay.
	 Thank	you	very	much.
 We feasted on Christmas fare then played 
games,	had	quizzes	and	tried	to	guess	who	
was who from baby photos.
	 The	top	score	was	five	out	of	10.	Most	only	
guessed	one	or	two,	probably	because	we’ve	
all	got	so	much	better-looking	as	we’ve	got	
older.
	 Our	hall	looked	especially	festive	thanks	to	
Sean	Byron,	from	Richards	Christmas	360,	

who lent us a gorgeous sparkling Christmas 
tree.
	 Thanks	very	much	Sean	for	your	continued	
generosity	to	County	Women’s	Association	
– you are a star.
	 We	decided	this	year	to	donate	an	item	each	
to go towards a food hamper to be distributed 
by	 the	Church	 rather	 than	 buy	 each	 other	
presents.
 Mr and Mrs David Street attended to thank 
us	and	to	collect	the	hamper	which	they	were	
going to make sure went to a family in need 
of	a	little	extra	at	Christmas.
	 President	Maxine	Walker	 and	Treasurer	
Glenys Clabaugh were guests at the Toodyay 
District	 High	 School	 presentations	 on	
December	16.
	 Toodyay	CWA	awards	the	Year	8	scholarship	
for	Home	Economics,	which	this	year	went	
to	Clayton	Dickson.	Congratulations	Clayton	
on	a	good	year’s	work;	we	are	proud	of	you.
 Many thanks to Toodyay Shire for putting 
up our new CWA signs at the town’s 
entrances.
 Thanks also to Margo for dolling up the old 
sign	so	we	can	use	it	at	the	Hall	so	visitors	
can	find	us	more	easily.
 We will have held an informal planning 
meeting	to	discuss	the	coming	year’s	events	
by the time this goes to press.
	 The	Country	Women’s	Association	State	
Conference	is	to	be	held	in	York	in	July	and	
all	local	branches	will	be	asked	to	assist	so	
it	could	be	an	action-packed	year.
 Look out for the monthly reports for details 
of what we are planning.
	 The	first	meeting	of	the	New	Year	is	the	
AGM	on	27	February	2014.
	 We	will	 have	 lunch	 at	 12.30pm	 (please	
bring your own food) followed at 1pm by 
our Annual General Meeting.
	 Prospective	members	are	most	welcome	to	
attend either or both.
	 We	welcome	 new	members	 young,	 old	
and	 in	between	 (we	all	consider	ourselves	
young).
 We look forward to meeting you and 
welcoming	you	to	the	90th	year	of	the	CWA	
of	WA,	and	Toodyay’s	87th	year	as	a	branch	
–	so	much	history,	friendship	and	fun.
 Meetings are held at 1.30pm on the 4th 
Thursday	 of	 the	month,	 unless	 otherwise	
advertised.
	 The	CWA	Hall	is	next	to	the	Garden	Centre	
in	Stirling	Terrace.
	 There	is	plenty	of	parking	in	Charcoal	Lane	
–	and	wonderful	air-conditioning	inside.
 Bookings for the hall this year will be taken 
by	Viv	Street	on	9574	4871.

THE	FIRST	mental	illness	recovery	program	
in Northam is starting soon.
	 MI	Recovery	 is	 part	 of	 the	Well	Ways	
suite of programs run by Mental Illness 
Fellowship	of	Australia,	and	is	available	free	
to people living with mental illness.
	 MI	Recovery	offers	a	peer-based	approach	
to	the	complex	issues	faced	by	people	living	
with	a	mental	illness	by:
•	providing	information	on	the	complexities	
of	living	with	mental	illness;

•	allowing	examination	and	reflection	on	
personal	recovery	ideals;

•	he lp ing  to  deve lop  a  pe r sona l 
understanding	 of	 each	 person’s	 illness	
and	how	it	fits	into	their	identity;	and

•	providing an understanding of the mental 
health and legal system

	 MI	Recovery’s	first	Northam	program	will	
be	 an	 Introductory	Session	on	Wednesday	
February	 26	 at	 the	Bridgeley	Community	

Centre,	 91-93	Wellington	Street,	Northam	
from 10.30am to 1.30pm.
	 RSVP	is	essential	by	Thursday	February	20	
to	Sharon	Karas	on	08	9237	8900	or	email	
Sharon.karas@mifwa.org.au
	 One	of	MI	Recovery’s	Peer	Facilitators	is	
Sandra	Richter,	who	 spent	her	 life	 feeling	
afraid	 and	was	 diagnosed	with	 chronic	
anxiety	and	depression	at	age	35.
	 She	says	that	in	the	first	10	years	after	her	
diagnosis,	she	was	admitted	to	hospital	13	
times	and	overdosed	several	more	times,	the	
last two being almost fatal.
	 She	joined	a	group	on	Dialectic	Behaviour	
Therapy,	was	inspired	by	those	further	along	
on	their	recovery	journey,	learnt	from	their	
sharing and later was able to inspire others 
with what she had learnt.
	 Sandra	 became	 a	 Peer	 Support	worker,	
sharing	 with	 others,	 encouraging	 and	
modelling	that	recovery	is	possible	for	each	
person when they implement what they learn 
into their lives.
“We	 have	 now	 completed	 our	 first	West	
Australian	 group	 in	which	 people	 came	
from	several	regional	areas	to	participate,”	
Sandra said.
	 “I	 am	 extremely	 proud	 to	 be	 a	 part	 of	
this	movement	at	MIFWA,	taking	a	greater	
opportunity	for	recovery	to	regional	areas.
“I	also	deeply	appreciate	the	ongoing	care	
and support given to me while doing so.

Free mental health aid to start
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Sales & fi nance enquiries all hours call 9208 1110 or email sales@redinkhomes.com.au
House & Land/Stay & Rebuild email houseandland@redinkhomes.com.au

  
      

 

PERTH DISPLAY HOMES - NORTH OF THE RIVER
The Southern - Callosa Crescent, Alkimos 
The Atlantic - Topsail Loop, Shorehaven Estate, Alkimos
The Magellan - Virago St, Aveley
The Georgia - Solandri Bend, Banksia Grove NOW OPEN
The Coral - Newmarket Parade, Butler
The Tasman - St Leonards Blvd, Caversham HIA WINNER / MBA 2012 FINALIST
The Milford - Felix Lane, Catalina Estate, Clarkson NOW OPEN
The Pacifi c - Adlington Pass, Lexia Estate, Ellenbrook
The Hudson - Babylon Bend, Landsdale

PERTH DISPLAY HOMES - SOUTH OF THE RIVER
The Hamlin - Magenta Crescent, Baldivis
The Bay - Tallering Way, Golden Bay NOW OPEN
The Bristol - Hanretty Road, Byford
The Valencia - Oakbella Parade, Heron Park, Harrisdale NOW OPEN

Display Homes open Saturday & Sunday 1-5pm, Monday & Wednesday 2-5pm

PERTH  18 Sangiorgio Court  Osborne Park, WA, 6017
Ph: 9208 1111  Fax: 9208 1112  Sales: 1300 434 962

MID WEST  Second Floor, Suite 1 Champion House 87 Marine Terrace 
Geraldton WA 6530  Ph: 9920 8900  Fax: 9920 8901  Sales: 9920 8999

SOUTH WEST  First Floor, Suite 40 Marlston Boardwalk  
23 - 25 Casuarina Drive Bunbury WA 6230  Ph: 9721 1500  Fax: 9791 1411 
Bunbury Sales: 9791 1174  Busselton Sales: 9751 1326   
Margaret River: 135 Bussell Highway Margaret River WA 6285 
Retail Centre: 9758 8282  Margaret River Sales: 9758 7717

redinkhomes.com.au

The Azzura - Jindabyne St, Sienna Woods, Hilbert HIA WINNER
The Victoria - Dealey Elbow, Newhaven Estate, Piara Waters
The Geneva - Michigan Turn, Bletchley Park, Southern River
Tasman MKII - Baron Turn, Austin Lakes, South Yunderup
The Biscay - Bruny Meander, Honeywood Estate, Wandi

SOUTH WEST DISPLAY HOMES
The Bourke - Moonlight Drive, Riverlea Estate, Bunbury NOW OPEN
The Panama - Nougat Cres, Provence Estate, Busselton
The Pacifi c - Colonna Street, Dalyellup
The Miami - Aldercress Approach, Dunsborough
The Tasman - Crellin Place, Margaret River

MID WEST DISPLAY HOME - HIA AWARD WINNER
The Chapman - Chapman Valley Road, Waggrakine NOW OPEN
The Moresby - Railway St (off NW Coastal Hwy) Bluff Point GOLD KEY WINNER 2011

Metro and Regional Display Centres

Sales & fi nance enquiries all hours call 1300 434 962 or email sales@redinkhomes.com.au
House & Land/Stay & Rebuild email houseandland@redinkhomes.com.au
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BRN 12049
* Conditions Apply. Price applicable to Toodjay only. Please ask your sales representative for prices in surrounding areas. Financial services provided by SPG Finance Pty Ltd trading as Lets Finance ACN 151 558 539. 
Authorised Credit Representative (Number 421017) of  Australian Finance Group (Australian Credit License Number 389087)

$238,990*

$228,990 if you qualify for the First Home Owners Grant

The Alfresco | 300m2 total area

24 2 Suits 15m frontage

$204,990*

$194,990 if you qualify for the First Home Owners Grant

The Residence | 202m2 total area

24 2 Suits 15m frontage
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Air, Lights, Stone, 
Solar... Now
This February enjoy  reverse cycle air 
conditioning, stone benchtops to kitchen, LED 
lighting throughout & solar hot water.* Plus...

   FEBRUARY 
  ONLY

FINANCE WITH 

1% DEPOSIT*

Repayments from $50 per week*  

Call now to see if you qualify

Inclusions:
   reverse 
cycle, fully ducted air 
conditioning (not evap)
up to 8 outlets & 4 zones

 Stone benchtops 
to kitchen

 31c ceilings to living
 Double vanity to ensuite
 Dishwasher recess
 300L solar hot water
 Soft close drawers 
& cupboards

 Double auto remote 
garage door (2 remotes)

 Porcelain fl oor tiling 
(300x300) to laundry, 
ensuite, bathroom 
& WC's

 Colorbond gutters, 
facias & downpipes

 Semi-frameless 
shower screens

 Luxury light switches

Plus much more...

9 service awards
in 7 years...
always striving
to do better
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when and where they meet
AAFC 708 SQUADRON
Australian	Air	Force	Cadets	ages	12	½	to	17,	male	and	female		
Building	J1,	Northam	Army	Camp	Grt	Eastern	Hwy.		Friday	
6:30-9:30pm	during	school	term.	708squ@cadetnet.gov.au

AFRICAN DRUMMING
Thursdays	(adults)	6	-	7.30pm	at	The	Factory	Baptist	Church
All	instruments	provided.	Enquiries:	Heather	on	9574	5463.

ARTS TOODYAY INC
Meets	1st	Tuesday	8pm,	The	Old	Police	Station,	Duke	St	Sth.	
Interested	in	arts/crafts	workshops	call	Wendy	9574	4172	

AUSTRALIAN BREASTFEEDING ASSOCIATION
Breastfeeding	information	&	company	of	mums.	2nd	&	4th	
Tuesday,	Salvation	Army	Support	Centre,	3	Elizabeth	Pl	
Northam	10am-noon.	3rd	Tuesday	at	Toodyay	Playgroup	12-
2pm.	Call	Louise	for	details	9574	0229

AUTUMN CLUB
Every	Wednesday	1pm	to	4pm	Toodyay	Sports	Pavilion	Contact	
Glenyce	Bosnjak	9574	4587

AVONGROVE TAI CHI
Promoting	Health	Fitness	&	Relaxation	Classes	at	CWA	Hall	
Mondays	&	Thursdays	9:30am	to	11:00am.	New	members	
receive	two	free	intro	classes	Contact	Peter	Millar	0408	364	917

AVON VALLEY ADULT RIDING CLUB
Meets 4th Saturday (Feb - Nov) at Northam.
Contact	Tina	0499	030	177

AVON VALLEY ENVIRONMENTAL SOC.
3rd	Friday	at	Wheatbelt	Natural	Resource	Management	
(WNRM)	transportable,	Dept	of	Agriculture	and	Food,	York 
Road,	approx	500m	past	Cunderdin	turnoff,	noon.

AVON VALLEY VINTAGE VEHICLE ASSOCIATION 
3rd	Thursday	8pm	at	the	old	engineers	quarters	next	to	Northam	
Railway	Museum	Fitzgerald	Street	Northam	Ph	9622	1192	

AVON WOODTURNERS GROUP
Meet	every	Sunday	and	Wednesday	9am-12	noon	Wool	Pavilion	
Toodyay Sports Ground 

BEJOORDING VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE BRIGADE
Meet	at	Bejoording	Fire	Shed,	3rd	Tuesday	6pm

CHILD HEALTH IMMUNISATION CLINIC
For	the	next	immunisation	clinic	please	call	Sheree	on	9574	4577	
for details and book an appointment.

COONDLE NUNILE VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE BRIGADE
Meets	2nd	Saturday	from	October	to	April,	June	and	August,	5pm	
at Coondle Fire Shed.

COUNTRY WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION (CWA)
General meeting - 4th Thursday 1.30pm C.W.A. Hall. New 
Members	very	welcome.	Hall	bookings	and	enquiries	contact	
Viv	9574	4871

CUBS, JOEYS  & SCOUTS	(only	during	school	term)
Youth	Hall,	Showgrounds,	Cubs	&	Joeys	4.00pm	-	5.30pm
Scouts,	Thursday	6pm	-	8.00pm	Ph:	9574	2363

EARTH SOLUTIONS - AVON VALLEY
3rd	Tuesday	6pm	at	PB	Kirby	Centre,	cnr	Gordon	&	Wellington	
Sts,	Northam.	New	members	welcome.	Contact	Caroline	Barr	
on	9622	8043	or	Belle	Moore	on	9622	5203	for	information.

FIRST STEPS PLAYGROUP INC - TOODYAY 
MONTESSORI
Monday	9.30	-	11.30am	Playgroup	Room	Community	Resource	
Centre	Enquiries	call	Felicity	9574	4254

FITNESS AND FUN FOR THE OVER 55’s
Wednesday	9am,	Sports	Pavillion.

IDA’S HIDEAWAY
Every	Saturday	1-4pm	Butterly	House	Call	Ida	Edwards	9574	
2858

JULIMAR VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE BRIGADE
Meets 3rd Saturday 5.30pm Julimar Fire Shed followed by BYO 
BBQ.	Training	Sunday	following	meeting	9am	Julimar	Fire	
Shed.

MOERLINA
Every Tuesday and Thursday Toodyay Sports Pavilion

MORANGUP PLAYGROUP
Morangup	Community	Hall,	Lot	3	Wallaby	Way,	Morangup.	
Every	Wednesday	9.30	to	11.30am	(excluding	public	and	school	
holidays).	Emma	Whately	9572	9376,	Julie	Slater	9572	9914	
or	Chere	Rothwell	9572	9298

MORANGUP VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE BRIGADE
Meets	3rd	Wednesday	at	7pm	Saturday	mornings	8am	at	3	
Wallaby	Way,	Morangup	new	members	welcome.	Call	Cheryl	
Mustchin	9572	9556

RAG BAGS QUILTING GROUP
1st,	3rd	Wednesday,	10am	CWA	Hall

RSL TOODYAY SUB -BRANCH
1st	Saturday	February,	April,	May,	July,	September	(AGM)	
&	November		at	2pm	at	the	Bowling	Club.	Contact	John	on	
9574	5681	

ST STEPHEN’S  MOTHERS’ UNION/GUILD
3rd	Tuesday	Anglican	Hall,	2pm	from	March	to	November

SHIRE OF TOODYAY COUNCIL MEETING
3rd	Tuesday	Council	Chambers	9am

SIMPLY MUSIC
Piano	lessons	for	all	ages	Anglican	Church	Hall	(next	to	Cola	
Cafe),	Thursday	afternoons	and	Friday	mornings.	Phone	Jan	
0416	054	942.

SOCIAL TENNIS
Tuesday	8.30am	ladies	and	senior	men

TOODYAY 4WD CLUB
Meets	3rd	Saturday,	for	location	&	time	call	Dave	Isbill	9574	
4035 

TOODYAY BALLET SCHOOL
Classes	in	Classical,	Jazz	&	Tap	held	at	507	Julimar	Rd,	
new	studio.	Ages	4yrs	to	Adults,	girls	and	boys	9574	4459	
Saturdays	9am-30pm	(except	school	holidays)

TOODYAY CENTRAL VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE 
BRIGADE
4th	Tuesday	7.30pm	at	the	Toodyay	Fire	&	Emergency	Services	
Centre. Training 3rd Sunday

TOODYAY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY 
INC
Meets	3rd	Monday	Toodyay	Club,	5.30pm.	Contact	Phil	
Perkins	9574	4810

TOODYAY/CLACKLINE KARATE CLUB
Wednesday	3.30-4pm,	under	8,	4-5pm	under	11,	5-6pm	under	
14,	6-7.30pm	seniors.	Friday	3.30-4pm	Peewees,	4-5pm	
juniors,	5-6pm	intermediate,	6-7pm	seniors	at	the	Youth	Hall

TOODYAY COMMUNITY RADIO 105.3fm
Meets	1st	Tuesday	7-ish	(or	as	soon	as	the	coffee	is	ready)	
Phone	9574	4554	for	this	month’s	venue.	New	members	and	
volunteers	to	help	run	the	station	welcome

THE TOODYAY COMMUNITY SINGERS INC
Meet	at	CWA	Hall,	Stirling	Terr	at	7pm	each	Thursday	night.	
Contact	Margaret	O’Sullivan	9574	2183 

TOODYAY COURTYARD MARKETS
Last	Sunday	of	month.	9am	-	3pm.	
Enquiries	phone	Trish	0466	285	164

TOODYAY DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL P & C
Every	3rd	Wednesday	(except	school	holidays)	School	
Library 7pm

TOODYAY DISTRICTS HORSE & PONY CLUB
1st Sunday Feb-Nov Northam Equestrian Centre	call	Tanzi	
0427	859	493

TOODYAY FRIENDS OF THE RIVER 
3rd	Sunday	Duidgee	Park	(near	Newcastle	Bridge)	8am	
October	to	April	and	9am	May	to	September.		Enquiries		
9574	2578	

TOODYAY GARDEN CLUB (Inc) 
1st	Thursday	10am	call	Peggy	9574	4534	for	next	club	venue.	

TOODYAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
3rd Wednesday 7pm  Donegan’s Cottage

TOODYAY IRISH DANCING (Inc)
Fridays	(except	school	holidays)	3.30-7pm	Anglican	Church	
Hall	call	Alison	0409	295	369

TOODYAY KINDERGYM
Kindergym	Fridays	(except	school	holidays)	Toodyay	
Sports	Pavilion	call	Claire	Moore	(President)	9574	4529

TOODYAY LIONS CLUB
1st & 3rd Tuesday Hotel Freemasons

TOODYAY MASONIC LODGE
3rd	Friday	(except	Jan)	Masonic	Hall	Fiennes	St	7.30pm

TOODYAY MEN’S SHED (Inc)
Meets 6176 Toodyay Road Monday and Thursday mornings
8.30am	–	12	Phone	Fred	9574	5795

TOODYAY MINIATURE RAILWAY (Inc)
1st	and	3rd	Sunday	commencing	Easter	Sunday.	
Enquiries	9574	4462

TOODYAY MOONDYNE FESTIVAL
Meets	2nd	Monday	5.30pm	Toodyay	Club.	New	members	
always	welcome	Contact	Jasmin	9574	4068	or	email	
moondyncommittee@gmail.com

TOODYAY MUSIC CLUB INC
2nd	Friday	7pm	CWA	Hall	call	Teddy	or	Spencer	9574	4492

TOODYAY NATURALISTS’ CLUB
Meets	3rd	Saturday	Venue	found	in	the	article	under	
‘Environmental	Matters.	Enq	to	President	6364	3609,	Vice	
President	9574	2578	or	email	info@toodyaynats.org.au.	
New	members	and	visitors	are	made	very	welcome.

TOODYAY NEIGHBOURHOOD/RURAL WATCH
Enq	9574	9555	or	Desraé	6364	3609

TOODYAY PLAYGROUP
Tuesdays	&	Thursdays	9.30-11.30am	Playgroup	Hall	
Community	Centre	contact	Jane	Arnold	0477	145	706

TOODYAY RATEPAYERS & RESIDENTS ASSOC (INC.)
General	Meetings:	venues	and	times,	please	contact	Chris	
Ballam	(Chairperson)	9594	3167	or	email	trrainc@gmail.
com

TOODYAY RED CROSS
2nd	Monday	February	May	August	&	November	Anglican	
Hall 1.30pm

TOODYAY ROADWISE COMMITTEE
3rd	Tuesday,	Shire	of	Toodyay	Works	Depot,	10am.	Further 
details:	Max	Heath	9574	2069

TOODYAY SPINNERS
Wednesdays	and	3rd	Saturdays	from	9am	in	Parkers	
Cottage,	Showgrounds.	President:	Gretta	Sauta	9574	2868;	
Secretary:	Ange	Sturman	9574	2507

TOODYAY SWIMMING POOL ACTION COMM
Please	contact	Bethan	Lloyd	on	9574	5882	for	details	of	
meetings.

TOODYAY TOWN WALKS
Walk around our beautiful town. Monday & Friday (varies). 
Contact	Prim	on	9574	2490

TOODYAY TOY LIBRARY
Tuesday	9.30-11.30am	Toodyay	Community	Centre	next	to	
Toodyay	Playgroup.	Contact	Moni	Thornton	0437	655	901 

TOODYAY VOLUNTEER FIRE AND RESCUE
1st Monday Fire Station 7.30pm

UNITING CHURCH 
10am	St	Stephen’s	Church,	Toodyay

YOGA
Friday	9am,	Monday	6pm	Toodyay	Community	Resource	
Centre	9574	4184

     Stressed and     
     Depressed!!

Not sure about asking for help?
 We know that can be the hardest thing.

Talk to those that have been through it 
and see how they have rebuilt their lives.

Toodyay Men’s Shed 
Thursday 9.00am – 12.00 noon

6176 Toodyay Rd

Phone 9574 2498 or 9574 5346
Emergencies: LIFELINE 13 11 14

Healing in the Hills

Bob Adair 

MOST of us hope we never get into a 
situation where someone is yanking our 
chain	but	have	you	ever	thought	that	perhaps	
someone	is	pulling	your	strings?	
	 One	 of	my	daughters	 for	 instance,	 after	
reprimanding	an	indolent	and	incompetent	
driver	exclaimed	with	a	shout	of	horror,	“I	
am	becoming	my	Dad”!	Of	 course	 this	 is	
the	 strings	 of	 genetics.	But	what	 happens	
when we have opinions or lifestyles that are 
driven	by	community	standards	or	beliefs?	
For	instance,	some	people	regard	the	heart	
or	kidney	as	the	choice	part	of	any	animal.	
We,	on	the	other	hand,	who	are	supermarket-
orientated,	regard	such	delicacies	with	horror	

yet	I	can	remember	when	offal	was	a	staple	
part	of	our	diet?	Who	or	what	changed	our	
taste	buds?
	 I	 remember	when	 every	 second	 person	
smoked	because	 it	was	 the	accepted	 thing	
to	do.	The	tobacco	companies	were	certainly	
pulling our strings in telling us about 
the benefits smoking brought. I think 
we	 are	 getting	 better	 at	 recognising	 the	
manipulators.	 2013	was	 the	year	we	were	
horrified to hear that sports betting was 
becoming	more	important	than	goal	kicking.	
It	was	our	turn	to	yank	on	someone’s	chain,	
and	that	kind	of	“sports	commentating”	was	
pulled.
	 There	are	all	kinds	choices	we	make	based	
on	the	flock	of	sheep	principle,	some	good,	
some	not	so	good,	but	at	this	time	of	the	year	
we	all	resolve	to	make	different	choices	in	

the	 coming	 year.	 Fundamentally	we	want	
to	be	in	control,	and	we	do	not	want	other	
people or things pulling our strings in a 
negative way. Mostly our resolutions have a 
direct	benefit	for	us,	like	giving	up	smoking	
or	 drinking	 alcohol	 or	 losing	weight.	But	
have	you	ever	made	a	resolution	that	directly	
benefits	other	people?		
	 One	 of	 the	 objectives	 that	 have	 always	
attracted	people	to	Christianity	is	the	welfare	
and	benefit	to	us	and	others.	The	principles	
that	Christ	 pronounces	 of	 truth,	 fairness,	
and	a	more	fulfilled	life,	still	stand	out	as	a	
winner.	He	said	“Take	My	yoke	on	you	and	
learn	 of	Me,	 for	 I	 am	meek	 and	 lowly	 in	
heart,	you	shall	find	rest	to	your	souls.	For	
My	yoke	is	easy,	and	My	burden	is	light”.	
(Mat	11:29-30	MKJV).	That’s	who	I	want	
pulling	my	strings.	How	about	you?

Who’s pulling your strings?
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Be tempted to create

Despina is a professional 
artist, educator and 
therapist with many 
years of experience in 
community and private 
practice.

Creating and living 
creatively is our birthright. 
It is a wellness practice that 
brings joy and well-being. 
Groups with Despina 
offer a safe and nurturing 
environment that support 
the development of self 
expression.

Workshops on offer 
at the Art Therapy Studio Toodyay
Inner Visions Outer Expressions

Women’s Group 
 1. Passionate women create - unleash   
 your inner artist.  Explore, experiment, create.
 2. The Second Half of Life - a positive   
 transition for women in the second half of life.

Carer’s Group  
 3. Enjoy some creative time for you -   
 relax, create, share experiences.

Wellness Group 
 4. An arts-based creative group designed for  
 the specific needs of people with mental   
 health concerns.

Children’s Group  
 5. (7-12 yrs) - After school - engage and   
 empower your child. Fostering creativity   
 builds esteen, enhances communication   
 and problem solving.

Life Drawing  
 6. Romancing the Figure - bring life to figure   
 drawing. Capture expression, movement and  
 environment.

Artists   
 7. Step out of the mould. Re-energise, create in  
 the company of others. Stir the creative juices.

Inner Visions Outer Expressions
104 Stirling Terrace TOODYAY 6566
Phone: 08 9574 4328    Mob: 0435 121 058
Email: despinatherapy@bigpond.com

Create a difference in your life

CONTACT DESPINA TO ENROL NOW
No artistic experience needed to participate in any group

Creative groups to spice up your creativity QUALITY DOWNSIZING SALE
Wood Lathe (Woodfast X150) & Tools $400.00

Cork Floor Tiles (new)  20 square metres $200.00

Bentwood Chairs x 5 $60.00 each

Oval Table $90.00

Double Bed / Couch – Fold Out $350.00

White Wicker Chairs x 6 $25.00

Rocking Chair $60.00

BBQ Trolley & Bottle $50.00

Popcorn Maker & Warmer Cabinet $100.00

Coca Cola Illuminated Signs $50.00 each

Piano (Electric) $800.00

Antique American Ice box Fridge $500.00

Antique Step Ladder (Restored) $80.00

Artists Easel $60.00

Wooden Toy box $50.00

Card Tables x 2 $25.00

Stainless Steel Milk Bucket $40.00

SATURDAY 1 FEBRUARY      8AM – 4PM
317 PICNIC HILL ROAD (off West Toodyay Road)

MORE DETAILS PHONE:  9574 4623

Toodyay Music Club

Jenny Edgecombe 

DON’T sit alone in your lounge strumming 
your	guitar,	singing	and	dreaming	of	what	
might	have	been	—	come	along	and	join	our	
cheerful	 group	of	 amateurs	 on	 the	 second	
Friday	 of	 the	month	 for	 a	mix	 of	 folk,	
country,	blues	and	other	genres.	
	 People	 turn	 up	with	 guitars,	 ukuleles,	
mandolins	and	other	acoustic	instruments.	
	 Those	of	us	who	don’t	play	are	welcome	
to	sing	unaccompanied,	or	we	join	in	sing-
along	sessions	with	an	assortment	of	shakers,	
tambourines and other noisy items. Others 
just	 come	 along	 to	 listen	 and	 enjoy	 the	
performances.
 Thank you to the members who gave up 
their	time	in	December	to	entertain	residents	
and staff at the Beth Avon Christmas Party 
in Northam. 
	 The	December	club	evening	was	a	happy	
celebration	 and	 a	most	 enjoyable	 night,	
which	included	a	fair	collection	of	Christmas	

Toodyay Spinners
Ange Sturman

THE Toodyay Spinners had a great Christmas 
party	on	8	December	at	the	Bowling	Club.	
	 We	have	since	had	a	bit	of	a	break	but	our	
members have all been busy despite the hot 
weather. 
	 Heather	 (a	first-year	 spinner)	 spun	 some	
Bendigo	 ‘Graphite’	wool	 from	which	 she	
crocheted	a	hat	and	scarf.	She	also	crocheted	
a	pair	of	aqua	fingerless	gloves.	
	 Lois	 spun	 some	 rust-coloured	Merino.	
Margaret knitted a burgundy Corriedale and 
Merino	vest	and	a	scarf	in	green	Merino	plied	
with	commercial	yarn.	
	 Val	knitted	another	mystery	project	which	
was	a	beaded	beige	scarf	 in	Merino	wool.	
She also knitted a shawl in variegated warm 
colours.	
 Audrey spun some green wool (Bendigo 
Elm).
 Thank you to Andrew and Edna Carr who 
donated	an	alpaca	fleece	to	the	club.
 Our Spinning Group meets every 
Wednesday	 from	9am	 to	 noon,	 and	 every	
third Saturday of the month at Parker’s 
Cottage in the Showgrounds. 
	 For	more	 information	 contact	 Secretary	
Ange	Sturman,	on	9574	2507	or	President	
Gretta	Sauta,	on	9574	2868.	New	members	
are	most	welcome	–	no	experience	necessary.	

carols	and	more	light-hearted	seasonal	songs.	
	 Most	performers	included	new	songs	they	
had been working on or songs they simply 
felt like singing. 
	 We	 don’t	 always	 confine	 ourselves	 to	
musical	performances.	The	occasional	bush	
poetry reading provides variety as part of 
the	‘folk’	stream	of	the	club’s	activities.	At	
the	December	 evening,	Naomi	 presented	
an	impromptu	poem	she	created	during	the	
recent	Bush	Poetry	Workshop,	a	rueful	and	
hilarious	depiction	of	her	life	as	a	collector	
(published	in	the	December	Herald).	
	 We	are	looking	forward	to	our	first	theme	
night	for	2014:	‘Cities,	Towns	and	States’	in	
February.	Performers	are	challenged	to	find	
some	or	all	of	their	items	with	a	connection	to	
the	theme.	It’s	certainly	not	compulsory,	but	
it	does	encourage	us	to	look	for	new	material	
from time to time.
	 Next	club	evening:	7pm	Friday	14	February.
 Any style of singing or instrumental 
performance	 is	welcome	 so	 long	 as	 it	 is	
acoustic.	 Further	 information:	Teddy	 or	
Spencer	on	9574	4492.

Knitting needles run hot

No need to dream what might have been


