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AvonLink Fight Goes to Parliament
NEW Toodyay Shire President David 
Dow (right) headed a local delegation 
who took a miniature AvonLink railcar 
to Parliament House last month to 
help deliver a petition signed by 3579 
people. The petition condemned a State 
Government decision to close the town’s 
rail service on December 30 and replace 
it with buses. The delegation was joined 

by Toodyay supporters and Northam Shire 
representatives in handing the petition to 
Wheatbelt Nationals MPs Shane Love 
and Mia Davies. The MPs tabled it in 
Parliament as part of a widely supported 
community campaign to save and extend 
the rail service as a vital link in the Avon 
Valley’s regional growth strategy. 
 Full story Page 10

Michael Sinclair-Jones

HUNDREDS of Toodyay ratepayers may 
face higher Council rates next year under 
a Shire decision to rate rural residential 
properties the same as town dwellings.
 The changes – first agreed by the 
Toodyay Shire Council in 2001 – will 
take effect next financial year and could 
see some property owners pay more in 
annual Council fees and charges while 
others pay less.
 Toodyay Shire CEO Stan Scott said the 
Shire currently rated all rural residential 
properties the same as broad-acre 
farming, based on ‘unimproved’ (UV) 
land values.
 However, State laws required land used 
primarily for residential purposes to be 
rated on “Gross Rental Value’ (GRV) 
using a different ratings formula.
 “The unusually large number of rural 
residential subdivisions in Toodyay has 
created a situation over the years where 
many properties are not being rated in 
compliance with the Act,” Mr Scott said.
 At its November meeting, the Toodyay 
Shire Council agreed to spend $50,000 
on re-valuing affected properties from 
UV to GRV, starting with a ‘desktop’ 
survey of about 1500 rural residential 
properties likely to be affected.
 Mr Scott said Council staff would use 
aerial photographs to examine all rural 
residential properties individually to see 
if any commercial rural activity other 
than residential use was being carried 
out.
 “If the primary purpose is residential 
– which includes hobby farming – then 
the Shire will write to each landowner 
and give them an opportunity to respond 
to the Council’s proposal to rate change 
their rates,” Mr Scott said.
 “In cases where it’s not clear, site visits 
will be arranged.”
 Until all affected properties are re-
valued by the State Government – a 
process due to be completed in March 
next year – it is unclear who will pay 
more rates and who will pay less.
 For the current financial year, the 
Toodyay Shire Council struck a rate 
of 0.000017 cents in the dollar for UV 
(rural) land holdings and 0.00052c in the 
dollar for GRV (residential) property.
 Mr Scott said the Shire would consider 
phasing in any individual increases if 
they were substantial.
 Generally, broad-acre farmers in the 
Toodyay district paid the bottom 25 
per cent of council rates levied on WA 
farming properties.
 Guesthouses and other commercial 
accommodation on Toodyay rural 
residential land paid the same UV rate 
as farmers. 
 Mr Scott said this year’s rates were 
intended to cover annual inflation plus a 
five per cent increase under the Shire’s 
10-year strategic plan to raise funds for 
much-need community infrastructure, 
such as a new sports centre.
 “The Council doesn’t intend to use 
changed ratings as a windfall to raise 
more revenue – changes will occur at an 
individual level but the overall amount 

Rural Land Owners To Pay Town Rates

raised will remain the same according to 
the strategic plan,” he said.
  “The Council will decide next year 
what the new rates should be to meet that 
objective.” 
 The State Government conducts UV 
(rural) valuations every year. GRV 
valuations are assessed every five years 
to reflect potential annual rental income.
 Mr Scott said volatility in annual land 
valuations meant some Toodyay rural 
property owners paid substantially more 
rates one year and less the next, making it 
hard for the Shire to budget for the future.
 “Moving rural residential properties 
to GRV will bring greater certainty 
over a longer period for many Toodyay 
ratepayers,” Mr Scott said.

Tidy Toodyay Wins 
State Award

Beth Frayne
Secretary, Toodyay Tidy Towns 
Committee

THE Toodyay Tidy Towns (TTT) Committee 
and Supporters are very proud to announce 
that Toodyay won one of the eight State 
Category Awards at the Tidy Towns State 
Awards luncheon on 22 November, at the 
Royal Perth Yacht Club. Toodyay won 
the Community Action and Partnerships 
Category.
 Full story Page 25
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NeXT tOODYAY hERALD ediTiON

Stirling Hamilton

Well, I’ll be blowed. More than 90% of WA’s 
Year 3 students achieved the benchmark for 
spelling and reading. Whizz bang and whacko. 
Except that to pass the multiple choice test 
you’ve only got to get 3 words right out of 
25 in the spelling test and 8 out of 36 in the 
reading test. Just by guessing, the law of 
averages would get 97% of them over the line. 
Children are not developing the skills they need 
to become fully functioning adults.  Of 4000 
applicants for electrical apprenticeships, 50% 
failed basic literacy and numeracy tests. Our 
education system is dysfunctional and heads 
should roll down the brightly lit corridors of 
the Education Deptartment.
 Poor little Johnny. At home he’s rebuilding 
the engine on his motorbike and he can even 
understand the technical manuals. However, 
he’s stuck in school learning about koalas 
because the next NAPLAN test is coming 
up and, if you don’t know your stuff about 
marsupials, you’re up the creek in the same 
canoe as the teacher will be.
 This continuous testing regime has paralysed 
the education system and denied our children the 
opportunity to develop their individual talents. 
Teachers have the spectre of performance 
reviews peering over their shoulder while they 
pray that Johnny was listening the day they 
covered koalas. Most teachers think NAPLAN 
is stressing the kids out. Administrators like it 
because it gives them nice easy graphs to work 
with. 
 We need more flexibility in our teaching 
environment, something more creative than just 
having a test fest so that education bureaucrats 
can justify their shiny bottoms and politicians 
can wax lyrical about their latest reforms. 
Teaching children how to drive, navigate and 
think ahead in life are much more important 
skills than knowing lists of kingdoms, wars, 
births and deaths. Unless that’s what they’re 
into, then by all means it should be made 
available and engage with them through that 
subject. Some kids think with their hands, 
some think with their eyes and others through 
talking. So we could try providing real multiple 
choice: “Hey kid, write me an essay, build me 
a castle or present a talk to the class on your 
favourite subject and enlighten us.” We should 
let nature take its course and set our teachers 

Ol’ Blind Joe
Edukashun

free to provide the tools necessary to enhance 
the inherent talents of each child.
 Education historian Diane Ravitch says, 
“Today’s standardised tests are useless … 
the results reflect the student’s family income 
with uncanny accuracy. The tests are written 
by a ‘committee’ rather than by teachers who 
know what’s been taught. We need more tests 
written by teachers, graded by teachers, and 
quickly analysed by teachers, to understand 
what their students are and are not learning”. 
Parents, teachers and students also protest the 
lack of influence they have over the content of 
school curricula.
 In 1963, Finland chose public education 
as its best shot at economic recovery. Every 
teacher earns a fifth-year master’s degree at 
state expense. Finland has vastly improved in 
reading, math and science literacy because its 
teachers are trusted to do whatever it takes to 
turn young minds on.“This is what we do every 
day, prepare kids for life”. They have the best 
young readers in the world. They also lead in 
math and science. Homework is minimal. “We 
have no hurry, children learn better when they 
are ready. Why stress them out?”
 There is one exam at the end of the students’ 
senior year in high school. There are no 
rankings, no comparisons or competition 
between students, schools or regions. The 
differences between weakest and strongest 
students are the smallest in the world. 
“Equality is the most important word in 
Finnish education”. Ninty-nine percent of 
Finns graduate. That’s heaps better than the 
US or us, and 66% go on to Uni, the highest 
rate in the EU. Yet Finland spends 30% less 
than the US. “We prepare children to learn 
how to learn, not how to take a test,” said Pasi 
Sahlberg, a former math and physics teacher 
who is now in Finland’s Ministry of Education 
and Culture. He has a hard time understanding 
our fascination with standardised tests and all 
these bars and graphs and coloured charts. 
“It’s nonsense. We know much more about 
the children than these tests can tell us. We are 
interested in what will become of them in life.”
 ‘Education is what remains after one has 
forgotten what one has learned in school.’  
~Albert Einstein
PS. Merry Christmas folks and check out my 
new column, ‘Ol’ Blind Joe’s Hearing Aid’ on 
page 19.

“Serving Traditional European Cuisine”

    Fri to Sat 10am all day 
Sun & all public holidays 10am - 5pm

Open Evening for functions only

Phone 9574 5458 or 0427 879 343
www.aliciaestatewinery.com.au

www.aliciaestaterestaurant.com.au

Open

Grant Scobie

AFTER three-and-a-half years as editor of 
The Toodyay Herald, it’s time for me to take 
my leave.
 I started working for the Herald in 2001 
as a volunteer typist. In 2006, when Kathy 
Robinson decided it was time to move on, 
I took up the reins of Assistant Editor to 
Samantha Connor. Sam resigned in 2010 and 
I assumed the editor’s role.
 Since then it’s been a time of mixed 
emotions and lots of hard work. 
 I love this paper and will continue to do 

Goodbye and Thanks for All the Tim Tams
my share as a volunteer, helping out in the 
background as required.
 I leave the Herald in good hands. Michael 
Sinclair-Jones has been appointed editor and 
he brings with him a wealth of experience 
in newspapers. He respects and likes the 
community feel of the paper but, as a 
journalist, will be able to add a little more 
life to articles.
 I don’t know if Michael will accept bribes 
as we have in the past (Tim Tams during 
Kathy Robinson’s time, red wine from Sam 
Connor’s) but it’s always worth a try if you’re 
running late. Mind you, I can guarantee he 
won’t accept the promise of a bottle year 
after year as I have from someone who has 
recently joined the Herald committee!
 So that’s it. This paper’s done. Thanks to 
all for your support, kind words, etc.
 To misquote Douglas Adams, ‘Goodbye 
and thanks for all the Tim Tams.’

Merry Christmas
and a

Happy New Year

from the team
at
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DEAN BUTLER

Michael Sinclair-Jones

WHEN Toodyay dental surgeon Michael 
McGuinness flew to Melbourne last month 
for an Australian Dental Council retirement 
dinner, he was surprised to find himself 
suddenly being awarded a prestigious 
medal presented only twice previously in 
21 years.
 Dr McGuinness had served on the Council 
for 11 years – including as Vice-President 
in 2010 – and had grown weary of flying 
several times a year to Melbourne while 
running a “retirement” practice in Toodyay 
and Goomalling with 4,500 patients.
 “I was shocked,” he said. “The rabbit 
was pulled from the hat, the citation and 
medal suddenly appeared and there was 
the President (Dr John Boucher) on his feet 
making a speech!” Dr McGuinness said.
 The honour is a highlight in a highly 
distinguished career, starting in 1977 when 
as a final-year student at The University 
of Western Australia he volunteered to 
help operate on young Australian soldiers 
severely injured in the Vietnam War.
 “Some had lost their eyes and noses and 
had just a feeding hole in the front of what 
was left of their faces,” he said. “I helped in 
five-hour operations to conduct oral surgery 
through an opening the size of a 50-cent 
coin.”
  It resulted in a citation from Australia’s 
Z Force commandos – forerunners of 
Australia’s elite Special Air Services 
Regiment – which hangs among several 
awards, medals and citations in the hall of 
his busy Stirling Terrace practice.

Leading Toodyay Dental Surgeon 
Awarded National Medal

 His association with ex-services 
personnel continues with dental care for 
local war veterans and active support for 
the Sandakan Scholarship for Children.
 Dr McGuinness was Head of UWA’s 
Dental School 1998-2000, President of 
Dental Board of WA and ran a successful 
Perth practice in St George’s Terrace for 29 
years before spotting a newspaper ad for a 
Toodyay property in 2002.
 “My wife Alison and I bought it initially 
as a weekender and now it is our home,” 
he said.
 His latest citation reads in part: ‘Dr 
McGuiness has displayed exemplary 
decision making based on ethical principles 
and embraced high standards of corporate 
governance.
 ‘His time as Chair of the Finance Audit 
and Risk Management Committee has seen 
continuation of the ADC’s strong financial 
position. He has been active in negotiations 
with the Dental Board of Australia on behalf 
of the ADC.
 ‘Dr McGuinness has managed to achieve 
all of this from a position of a general 
practice in rural Western Australia, 
travelling to Melbourne on a regular basis 
over an extended period.
 ‘Dr McGuinness has the respect and 
admiration of the ADC Governing Board 
and staff.’

Shire of Toodyay 
2014 Community 

Directory
FINAL corrections are being made for the 
2014 Toodyay Community Directory. To 
assist us in this process, the Shire is asking 
all residents to check their current directory 
to ensure their details are up to date. 
 If you are aware of any entries that should 
be deleted, please let the Shire know, as 
these changes cannot be made unless a 
written request is received. An email to 
records@toodyay.wa.gov.au is accepted 
as a written request.
 As well as personal listings, the Shire 
also asks all Community Groups to check 
their listings on pages 15 and 16 to ensure 
all of the relevant details are correct.

New Rapid 
Response System

To Save Heart Attack Victims

Michael Sinclair-Jones

THE first few minutes after a heart attack 
can mean life or death, as Toodyay Club 
President Bruce Prior knows all too well.
 Twice, in 1999 and early 2000, the Vietnam 
veteran suffered sudden heart attacks and 
was able to get fast medical attention that 
saved his life.
 He was lucky both times to get help 
quickly, the second time when he ran his 
car ran off a Perth road and was rescued by 
nearby building workers who rushed him to 
Joondalup Hospital 
 Many others are not so fortunate. According 
to St John Ambulance WA, cardiac arrests 
kill 33,000 Australians a year, regardless of 
age, gender or health status.
 Getting help fast is critical.
 That’s why the Toodyay Club, along with 
Toodyay IGA, Toodyay Pharmacy, Bolgart 
General Store and Morangup Community 
Centre are all being fitted 
with new St John Ambulance 
portable defibrillators that 
can  help  dramat ica l ly 
increase survival rates.
 The $2000 kits – sponsored 
by Toodyay Bendigo Bank 
– are designed to be used 
by people with no medical 
training and come with 
simple, easy to follow 
instructions.
 They form part of a St John 
Ambulance Community 
First Responder System that 
has been rolled out to 400 
locations across WA. 
 System Manager Sally 
Simmonds told a meeting of 
about 40 people in Toodyay 
last month that the First 
Responder System was 
designed to save lives.
 “Cardiac arrest is a killer,” 
she said. “The first few 
minutes are vital because 
for every minute that nothing 

is done, the victim loses a 10 per cent chance 
of life.
 “A sudden cardiac arrest can happen to 
anyone anywhere, any time irrespective of 
age, gender, health status or lifestyle choices. 
 “The heart’s electrical impulses fire out 
of sequence in a non life-sustaining rhythm 
called ‘ventral fibrillation’.”
 Bruce and Sally used a mock-up to show 
how to attach two portable defibrillator pads 
to person’s body and press a button to enable 
the machine to decide what to do. 
 Sally said that when people dial 000 to 
get emergency help for a heart attack, the 
name of a local first responder is found in 
the St John Ambulance computer and that 
person is called out to attend the scene with 
a defibrillator until an ambulance arrives.
 Volunteer ambulance officer Charlie Wroth, 
who chairs the Toodyay and Districts St John 
Ambulance Association, said volunteers at 
Toodyay, Bolgart and Morangup will be 
trained in where to find the new portable 
defibrillators and how to use them.
 For more information about how you can 
help save lives, call the St John Ambulance 
Community First Responder program on 
9334 1428.

Sally Simmonds and Bruce Prior demonstrate 
the use of the new portable defibrilator

mailto:records@toodyay.wa.gov.au
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of unpublished letters unless the writer requests it. Ideally, letters will be a maximum of 200 words. By submitting your letter for publication you agree that we may edit 
it for legal, space or other reasons and may, after publication in the newspaper, republish it on the internet or in other media.

The Christmas Concert
HOW PRIVILEGED OUR town was over 
the past Friday and Saturday nights to listen 
to a group of wonderful singers under the 
banner of Patricia Young to bring forth 
vibrant and enjoyable singers within our 
Community.
 These singers brought the ‘Spirit of 
Christmas’ to our town in St Stephens 
Anglican Church which was adorned with 
the sparkle of life.  
 They gently showed us all what Christmas 
is about, and they did it with the greatest 
show of what an era was back then, 
possibly in the 1900s.
 But with the costumes and the generosity 
of the greeting to everyone who attended, 
the singers showed us what they could 
achieve, and achieve they did.
 Everyone went away with a feeling of 
joy and happiness from the evening, and 
to listen to the voices of people who are 
just like us, well what can one say but, 
Toodyay, we have a winner in our Toodyay 
Community Singers. Again, thank you 
Patricia for allowing all of us within the 
Community to have smiles on our faces 
when we left, but above all to know that 
all who participated enjoyed what they did.
We in the community look forward to 
another great and glorious time with you 
all.

Jeff and Di Roberts

I REFER TO Mr Williamson’s letter last 
month blaming the Herald for his lack 
of knowledge of the Opal Vale landfill 
proposal, or ‘waste transfer station’, as 
he referred to it. My reaction was that the 
writer must be living in a cocoon. 
 This issue has been prominent in our 
community for a long time, especially 
over the last 12 months. Toodyay has 
even joined forces with York to raise the 
profile of the campaign against landfill 
across the Avon Valley. Every local 
paper, including the Herald, has regularly 
featured the subject with articles, opinion 
pieces and letters. There has been front 
page coverage of the recent protest and 
petition presentation on the steps of 
Parliament House. Earlier this year we 
had an information session on the proposal 
with standing room only in the Memorial 
Hall. The Shire and many community 
members, including Councillors, have 
been working tirelessly on the issue and 
getting information and updates out to the 
community. 
 Then, to refer to the Toodyay’s Tidy 
Towns win as a ‘silly consolation prize’, is 
unfair to the hard working volunteers and 
the months of work required to achieve 
that result. Personally, I think it was a story 
more than worthy of the Herald’s front page 
and I thank the editor for also seeing it that 
way. At the recent WA Tidy Towns Award 
ceremony, Toodyay won the ‘Community 
Partnerships’ category for the entire State! 
This was due in no small part to our strong 
combined environmental actions which 
included the landfill campaign. 
 I also believe the Toodyay Herald is 
the best community ‘newsletter’ in the 
country.

Greg Warburton 
Chair Tidy Towns Committee

A BIG THANK you to Toodyay. On 
Saturday 26 October there was a Rock 
and Roll night at the Memorial Hall here 
in Toodyay. The function was held for my 
daughter, Clarrissa, who is currently on the 
treatment journey, to raise funds for All 
Womens Cancer Research. 
 The night was a roaring success, with 
many Rock and Roll Dancers travelling to 
Toodyay to dance the night away, staying 
overnight to enjoy the attractions of our 
town the next day. So many people put a lot 
of work, effort and contributions towards 
making this a financial and entertaining 
success and I would like to thank each and 
every one of them. 
 Many thanks to:

• John Butler at L J Hooker who paid for 
the hall;

• Fossil Rock, the band who travelled to 
play hour after hour the 50s, 60s and 
70s music;

• our local Radio Station who continuously 
advertised the event;

• the many contributors for the wonderful 
raffle prizes that were drawn during the 
night and the donations of food, products 
and drinks consumed; and

• the exhibition dancers who put on a 
fantastic Rock and Roll display during 
the night.

 Thanks also to all the people who bought 
a ticket and of course to all the volunteers 
who pitched in and helped set up the hall, 
cook the food, serve the drinks, sell raffle 
tickets and clean up especially Philippa 
Hunt, who took the idea and ran with it, 
organised absolutely everything and got 
everyone involved - a monumental thank 
you from the bottom of my heart. Through 
everyone’s efforts we raised over $3,000 for 
the cause.
 Special mention must also go to John and 

IN THE PREVIOUS edition of the Herald, 
the Shire copped some flak for converting 
a car park bay to motorcycle parking bays 
outside Vince’s Restaurant, and the same 
outside the Bank. 
 While the Shire did the job, the bay outside 
Vince’s was done at the request of St John 
Ambulance because our vollies, who use the 
nearby driveway, regularly simply cannot see 
onto the road if there is a car in that parking 
bay. It became a safety concern for the sub 
centre so we suggested a conversion to bike 
parking as this would not interfere with 
visibility while using the space for at least 
some form of parking. And we did nag the 
Shire about it for quite some time.
 I suspect there was a similar reasoning for 
the bay near the Bank.
 Our thanks go to the Shire for acting on 
our request.

Kerry
St John Ambulance.

JUST RECENTLY I was laid up for a few 
weeks.
 It was a frustrating time, as the weeds were 
growing and the lawn looked a mess.
 Then help arrived in the form of Mick 
Rogers and he mowed our lawn. The next 
morning, six members of the Coondle 
Nunile Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade arrived 
and whipper snipped around the place and 
trimmed back bushes that needed it. 
 The next morning Allan and Kerry Gregory 
and Charlie Haig arrived to help clean up 
rubbish to be taken to the tip and help with 
the garden..
 We wish to thank them all for their efforts, 
and the extra work the Gregorys did in the 
garden. Thanks also to all those who called 
in or phoned with offers of help.

Max Heath

Julie of Leather and Lace Toodyay who 
gathered their Biker friends together and 
took Clarrissa on a bike run with them. They 
are all priceless memories she will always 
treasure. 

Heather Jeffs

Naomi Millett

WHO would have guessed that bush poetry 
was such a serious game? The WA Bush Poets 
& Yarnspinners Association’s November 
visit to Toodyay was months in the planning, 
and ambitious in duration and scope. 
 Events kicked off with a Toodyay Club gig 
on Friday. Clearly a tremendous effort had 
been made to bring a simple, old fashioned 
style of family entertainment to our town, 
with some participants travelling from as far 
as the Sunshine Coast. 
 In fact, one elderly gentleman walked 
to Toodyay from Armadale to participate. 
Later, he walked home, his several winning 
trophies balanced on his little red travelling 
cart.
 At the urging of a couple of the organisers, 
who had heard my poetry at some Toodyay 
Music Club events, I enrolled, despite a few 
misgivings, at the last minute. 
 Arriving at the hall on Saturday with three 
children in tow, (each of us clutching our 
many times revised and reworked efforts), I 
was kindly welcomed, and without preamble, 
placed straight into the ‘novice’ category. 
As my three charges were the only junior 
competitors to show up, they took the stage 
first. 
 The set up was professional, with effective 
amplification, microphones, and a well-oiled 
MC. Our readings were also broadcast via 
speakers out to Stirling Terrace. 
 The ten-year-olds read their little poems 
clearly and confidently – and the six year 
old joined in on a favourite Millett original, 
‘Slimy Snail Coming Down the Path’. They 
received warm applause and praise and, later, 
certificates and some free merchandise from 
Roadwise. It was a great experience and, 

Inaugural Bush Poetry Festival Brings Rhymes to Toodyay
despite nerves, they enjoyed the challenge. 
 What a shame that the four of us were the 
only Toodyay residents to take part. This 
is despite attempts to get Toodyay School 
involved – and a few desperate calls from 
the organisers to me, a competitor, asking 
me to drum up more local competitors!
 As the first few competitors performed, I 
quickly realised I was about to be hammered. 
This association’s ethos embraces and 
demands straightforward, ‘true blue’ themes: 
redbacks on dunny seats, drought and 
floods, mozzies as big as magpies, bible 
bashers as annoying as flies, dramas with 
feisty crocodiles and the dangers of leaving 
one’s caravan to take a leak in the scrub (the 
concept of pressing a button on a microwave 
to heat up instant dinners is about as 
contemporary as you are going to get.) Here, 
the salt of the earth is savoured, and humour 
stems from the risqué euphemistic references 
to balls, bums, farts, and fluids. Potentially 
juvenile, sure, but also, at times, genuinely 
hilarious! So why then were the boys and I 
among a very few who actually laughed out 
loud? 
 Looking around, it gradually dawned on 
me just how much was being invested by 
some in this event. Association members, 
groupies and judges listened intently, 
continuously scribbling notes and marks, 
barely showing a flicker of emotion.
 This was a proper competition, and 
reputations, previous records, and significant 
prizes were at stake. 
 My stuff was sourly received. I did pair 
‘heath’ with ‘death’ so I was asking for it. 
Half rhymes, I was later told, are an absolute 
no-no at these sessions and I should have 
memorised my lines. That oversight cost me 
twenty points, placing me at almost bottom 

of a scoring system so rigid, complex and 
impenetrable, it makes NAPLAN school 
testing and even Olympic judging seem like 
Saturday night at the Bingo Hall. 
 But the MC told some great jokes, and 
there were a number of excellent, humorous 
doggerel offerings and intricately spun 
yarns from champion performers who are 
undoubtedly masters of that style. Though 
I tried to avoid further humiliation by not 
turning up for one of the afternoon sessions, 
I was phoned and told they were waiting for 
me to show. So, another hammering was had. 
 Having been given a few hours to prepare 
a poem with a randomly picked line, I took 
my turn outside the town hall on Saturday 
for the poet’s brawl. Going two seconds over 
the time limit lost me a myriad of points, but, 
incredibly, I scored fourth out of about 20 
entries. 
 “You know where you went wrong?” said 
the winning poet, with a conspiratorial wink, 
“It was line seven, when you took a breath. 
But you’re getting there, girl...”
 So, if I could beg a moment of indulgence, 
here’s my effort: the line I had to include was 
‘too heavy to lift’.

I’m a Toodyay scavenger, a recycler 
through and through 
To get my grip on a bargain at the tip, 
there’s nothing I won’t do 
Tiles, ropes and pots I’ve got a lot – they’re 
piled around my block  

With shabby chairs, car parts and gnomes 
and mirrors and frames and clocks 
My garden’s crammed with barrows and 
prams in trash I love to sift 
Yet I yearn for each thing I’ve left behind 
that was just too heavy to lift 

So I picked up a trolley and trailer, steely 
and solid and tough
And alone, I took loads from the sides of 
the roads, I could never get enough 
From a white-anted barrel to a study 
carrel, by God I had the gift 
And I hoped that phrase had had its day ‘it 
was just too heavy to lift’.

But very soon, my pals observed that I was 
crossing the border 
From sane and creative collector to 
obsessive, compulsive hoarder.
I argued back – THEY had a lack – no ‘eye,’ 
no style, no thrift 
As I manhandled the windmill that was just 
too heavy to lift

It crashed across the trailer parked on a 
steep descent 
Knocked out the chocks (two scavenged 
rocks) and down the hill it went
It crashed and burned as away it churned 
before shooting off a cliff
Now I’m rubbish free but the misery! -  It’s 
just too heavy to lift

I used to gather tiny things but then my 
interest grew
I wanted not just small things: I wanted 
big things too
But I had to forgo the wrecking ball, the 
trough, the swings, the safe
The claw foot bath, the cable reel, the 
aviary, the lathe: 
My boys said, “You have too much junk!”   
It caused a family rift 
“Help with this slab” I cried – “No!” they 
replied
“It’s just too heavy to lift!”

Phone Patrick

9574 4402

PE & SM FERGUSON

BULLDOZING CONTRACTOR
Owner Operator

* Dam Construction
 * Fence Lines
  * Contour Banks
   * Ripping

28 George St, Bolgart - Kathleen Ph: 9627 5187
Friday Saturday 10am - 3pm
Sunday  9am - 3pm 

A big thank you to all the wonderful people who have supported us 
throughtout the year. 

We will be closing for our summer break, our last day being Sunday 15 
December. Alan and I and our wonderful staff wish you a Merry Xmas, 

and a happy and safe New Year. 
We look forward to seeing you when we re-open in April 2014.

Trees Cafe 
Bolgart
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Santa arrives 

at 4pm on his sled!

Music by Joi Ride
PCYC Hip Hop Dancers

Koondarm Miyak Avon West Choir
Indoor Market

Children’s Craft and Activities
$5 - all rides all afternoon - 3 & under free

GGame Vault Gaming Theatre
Mocktails by Roadwise

Animal Farm
Santa’s Grotto

and more...

Free showbags
Sausage sizzle, hamburgers

coffee, tea, cold drinks
& slushies

for sale

Sunday 15th December 

Saturday 14th December 

AVON VALLEY
CHRISTMAS CARNIVAL
Northam Recreation Centre 3 pm - 7 pm

CAROLS BY
CANDLELIGHT

Northam Recreation Centre from 6pm
Carols start at 7pm

THE Toodyay Lions Club Charity Ride Day 
was held on Sunday 20 October 2013 in 
mostly sunny conditions with the occasional 
light drizzle. 
“Wow”, “Fantastic”, “Unbelievable” were 
some of the reactions from people getting out 
of the Targa West Rally Cars after a thrilling 
ride through Riverhills Estate or through 
Toodyay itself in a Supercar.
 Toodyay Lions Club members’ reactions 
were the very same when the amount raised 
was announced - $9000! What a contribution 
from Targa West! This is their thank you to 
the Toodyay community for hosting the Targa 
West Annual Rally. The drivers and organisers 
have nothing but praise for Toodyay and the 
residents for their support. The feeling was 
mutual from participants for the conduct 
and professionalism of Targa West. Their 
crews couldn’t do enough for each and every 
passenger.

High Speed Action in Toodyay Lions Club Charity Ride Day

 In addition, Targa West insisted that all 
supplies for the day’s sausage sizzle were 
purchased locally. Not a problem for the Lions 
as this is what our members endeavour to do 
anyway.
 Targa West chose Toodyay Lions as recipients 
as they want the full $9,000 to be distributed 
locally. This, of course, is exactly what the 
Lions Club will do. Watch this space...
 The diverse range of cars provided a 
spectacular line-up to choose from, with 
classic muscle cars such as Holdens, Fords and 
Mustangs, to nimble and very quick Escorts 
mixed in with an array of modern cars from 
the latest Nissan GTR’s to Mitsubishi Evo’s, 
Subaru WRX STi’s and a gaggle of other 
marques.
 To complement the Rally Rides,  a 
Lamborghini and Ferrari from Supercars 
Perth took passengers for cruise rides in and 
around the hills of Toodyay for a $30 donation 

to the cause; these joy rides proved to be 
very popular, running non-stop for 4 hours 
with passengers sporting what looked to be 
permanent smiles on their faces as they stepped 
out of the vehicles.
 This event was spread over 4.5 hours, with 
131 rides. A greater number of passengers are 
expected next year (provided the stage will be 
available) through word of mouth from those 
who attended and enjoyed the event.  
 Event Statistics:

• 2km Special Stage Rally Course set in the 
RiverHills Estate, Toodyay;

• 30 Rally Cars entered with 28 starters due 
to two late withdrawals for mechanical 
reasons;

• 2 Super Cars entered for cruise rides;
• 131 rides provided;
• 4 x cash sponsors and 4 x in-kind sponsors; 

and
• A total of $9,000 raised.

Photographs for this fantastic 
event were captured by 
regular Herald contributor, 

Wayne Weaver
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wacountrybuilders.com.au/essence
your local builder 1800 227 161

essence 
range

puzzled who to choose as your builder?

The Oakover 230 The Canning 140
4 2 3 2$219,600*

230m2

total area
FROM JUST $197,558*

193m2

total area

FROM JUST
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Diverse range, essential inclusions at the right price; it’s the total package!

Northam, York and Toodyay price only. Prices subject to regional areas. Upgraded garage elevation shown for The Canning 140 illustration.

CONGRATULATIONS to Christopher 
Hasson, the winner of our 2013 annual 
Community Bank® Youth Grant.
 The bank offers an annual five thousand 
dollar ($5,000) Youth Grant, open to all 
residents, with a connection to Toodyay and 
districts, in the year they are completing 
year ten.
 All students applying are to complete 

Youth Grant
Toodyay & Districts Community Bank®

a written application, 
f o l l o w e d  b y  a n 
interview with a panel 
of selected community 
members.
 It is wonderful to 
meet the young people 
of our community and 
know that our future is 
in very strong hands. 
Although there can only 
be one winner of the 
$5000, our aim is also 
to build on the life skills 
of all the young people 
applying, by using this 
formal process.
 A l l  s t u d e n t s 
completing the formal 
process of the Youth 
Grant application go 

into a draw to win an iPad. Kevin Wakefield 
was the winner. We hope this is an added 
incentive for our youth to participate.
 Congratulations to all students who 
applied. You are to be commended for your 
presentation, maturity and the professional 
way you conducted yourselves. We wish 
you all the very best in your future 
endeavours.

Mike Knowles presents Christopher Hasson with his Award

WE have two weeks left of Playgroup for 
the year. We’ve had a great year and enjoyed 
having new families join the Playgroup 
throughout the year. 
 We welcome some new families who have 
joined recently, Kristy and Chase, Karen and 
Gyton, Jess and Elliott, Rebecca and Emily. 
We say goodbye to the big kids who will 
be leaving to go to school next year, Annie, 
Astrid, Emily and Melanie. We wish them 
all the very best.
 Thank you to our outgoing committee, 
Claire, Paula, and Naomi, for a job well done. 
Our new committee for 2014 is Rebecca 
(President), Lauren (Treasurer), Karen 
(Secretary), Kylie and Kristy (Fundraising) 
and Paula will continue on as the Playgroup 
leader. 
 Thank you to Paula for all your hard work 

and dedication to fulfilling the Montessori 
Method of Education. And a big thank you to 
all our families who support our Playgroup, 
current and past. 
 We’d also like to thank the partners that 
have helped over the year with various tasks, 
especially Garrick who has supported Naomi 
even though their children have finished at 
Playgroup as he has not hesitated to help out 
in raffles, administration and support.
 We will have our next adopt-a-spot clean 
up on December 16 followed by an end 
of year outing to Duidgee Park. We wish 
everyone a Merry Christmas and a happy 
and safe New Year.
 Playgroup resumes on Monday 10 February 
2014. Any inquiries please contact Paula on 
0447 019 447 or email toodyaymontessori@
hotmail.com.

First Steps Playgroup

Toodyay RSL Sub 
Branch

RL (Lou) Kidd
Secretary / Treasurer

THANK you Toodyay. Once again you, the 
residents of Toodyay, have astounded us 
with your generosity. At our Annual Poppy 
Day Appeal which was held on Friday 8 
November 2013, you gave a whopping 
$1327. This is the most we have ever 
collected. THANK YOU!
 Whilst we were selling poppies, some 
people asked what happens to the money 
we collect. Well, this is how it all comes 
together. RSL State HQ WA ask us how 
many poppies we require. From past 
experience we know to order 500 poppies 
which is one box.
 When we have sold the poppies we count 
the money and bank it. We then return to 
HQ half of the money collected and the cost 
of the poppies and postage. So this is how 
we ascertain how much money we receive.
 The money we send to RSL HQ WA is 
spent on welfare needs of all veterans and 
their families. It does not only support 
servicemen and women who are members 
of the RSL but all veterans whether they 
are members or not. This includes veterans 
from allied countries. You must realise 
that not all towns have working RSL Sub 
branches, so HQ has to cover the whole 
state.
 The money which we retain in Toodyay 
goes into our Amelioration Fund and we 
use it for the welfare and betterment of 
our Veteran Community. Again, we don’t 
differentiate between RSL members and 
non members. In the past we have spent 
some of this money helping victims of 
bush fires. We have also assisted veterans 
in financial need outside of our district. We 
also keep an eye on all of the war widows 
in our district. Without your support we 
would not be able to do the things we do. 
THANK YOU ONCE AGAIN.
 We the Toodyay RSL Sub Branch would 
like to extended Season Greetings to all 
members of the TOODYAY Community. 
May you all have a Very Merry Christmas 
and your New Year be exceptional. We look 
forward to your support in the future.

Stand Easy.

Avon Woodturners
Max J Heath 

WELL it looks like summer is upon us. 
After a hot spell in November we have 
decided to move to our summer schedule 
and start at 8am and finish at 11am.
 A number of us have been turning out 
little bowls that will be donated to Silver 
Chain or similar organisations for the old 
folk around town. Unfortunately we cannot 
make enough for all and so some people will 
miss out and if feel you are eligible please 
don’t be disappointed. We can only do so 
much.
 As our Association rules say that a 
convener can only do two years and then has 
to have a break. If it is necessary a convener 
can do an extra year with the approval of 
the WAWA executive and then after a break 
can stand again. This has happened this year 
and hence our convener Andrew McCann is 
serving a third term.  He must stand aside 
next year.
  The club has undertaken a small project 
of making Garden Dibblers and a person 
who runs a garden centre wanted twenty 
of these made and so a couple of mornings 
were taken up with making these. These are 
very useful for planting seeds or plants in 
one’s garden.
 At our most recent meeting we discussed 
our end of year arrangements. We will 
have a meeting and barbecue lunch on 15 
December and then will go into recess until 
February.  At the meeting we had some 
discussion about our up coming WAWA 
weekend that we are holding in March in 
conjunction with the Swan woodturning 
group.
 We will be meeting with them in mid 
January to finalise arrangements. This will 
be an opportunity for the people of Toodyay 
to see some work done by the top turners of 
WA and you will be welcome to visit and 
view these items in Toodyay.
 Well  that’s  about al l  from Avon 
Woodturners for a while and so, with 
Christmas approaching, we wish one and 
all a Merry Christmas and a happy and safe 
New Year. 
 And our sponsor suggests and we 
agree:BELT UP.  THERE IS NO EXCUSE
 Cheers from the Avon Woodturners.
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westcoastpoly.com.au

BOOST YOUR WATER STORAGEBOOST YOUR WATER STORAGEBOOST YOUR WATER STORAGE

FACTORY 5-7 Uppsala Place, Canning Vale  Email: info@westcoastpoly.com.au

with a WEST COAST POLY

COMBO DEAL

Premium quality tanks manufactured with 
leading edge technology and quality control
• Durable & longlasting
• Easy to maintain
• UV Resistant
• Non-corrosive
• Made to Australian standards

$5,258$5,258
2x 23,000L tanks for

Includes standard fi ttings

BUY LOCAL
See your local agent or 
Call 1800 555 185

INCLUDES

FREE
DELIVERY*

Within 700km of Factory

WA’s Leading Manufacturer of Poly Water Storage Tanks

SHE entered the competition with very little 
expectations, but local resident Kristee Jolly, 
is now in the running for the National title of 
Miss Galaxy Australia.
 The twenty-one year old has been selected as 
one of twenty Western Australian State Finalists 
and will compete in a State Competition on 30 
January 2014, as ‘Miss Toodyay Galaxy’. 
The top four delegates of the State Final will 
continue on to the National Final in April, 
where one lucky lady will take home the crown 
of Miss Galaxy Australia 2014. 
 Miss Galaxy Australia 2014 will be flown 
over to the USA to represent Australia in Miss 
Galaxy International 2014 in July 2014!
 “When I received the email saying I had 
been selected as a State Finalist I was over the 
moon,” Kristee said. “From ‘what-have-I-got-
to-lose’ moment to being chosen to represent 
Toodyay, I really couldn’t believe my luck. I 
definitely wasn’t expecting this!”
 Kristee will be sponsored by a Perth 
photographer, Simon Abrams, owner of 
pho tography  bus iness  Red  Shu t t e r 
Photography. “Simon and I have worked 
together several times before. I was lucky 
enough to have a friend of a friend who got 
me an unpaid job as a model, helping out an 
upcoming Bridal designer in Perth. and that is 
basically how this all started!”
 Since then, Kristee has been travelling to 
Perth whenever she can to work as a freelance 
model and says she loves being in front of the 
camera.
 “I have met so many great people since 
starting modelling and I hope this competition 
will be great for networking as well. I have 
met a great bunch of girls from Perth who 
are starting up a charity for people with body 
confidence issues, and I am lucky enough to be 
designing the coffee table book for the charity.”
 Kristee said one of the things that drew her to 
entering the competition is that the organisers 
value self-confidence from all body types and 

Miss Galaxy Competition
that inner beauty is just as important, if not 
more, than physical appearance.
 “I think it’s a great message to be sending to 
young girls in particular, as they are growing 
up in a world where the media influences the 
way they think they should look and act. I 
think it’s important to encourage education, 
leadership and self-confidence and that just 
because a magazine says you should look a 
certain way, doesn’t mean you should believe 
it. Being unique is beautiful and you should 
rock what you’ve got!”
 Kristee’s Miss Galaxy journey has already 
begun, with the selection of her pageant 
dresses and outfits underway and on Friday 
6 December at the Christmas Street Party, 
she and her sponsor, Simon, will be hosting a 
fundraiser photo booth for the Make-A-Wish 
Foundation. The Miss Galaxy competition 
encourages entrants to volunteer their time in 
their local communities and give back where 
they can, which is something Kristee is already 
passionate about.
 To follow Kristee’s journey as Miss Toodyay 
Galaxy, you can jump online to www.
facebook.com/KristeeJollyWA or visit www.
australiagalaxypageants.com for further details 
about the competition.

Trish Chitty

LOOK out Arnold Schwarzenegger, 
Thelma’s back and she brought her pickles!
 That’s right folks, the Courtyard Markets 
(111c Stirling Tce, Toodyay two doors up 
from the Christmas Shop) are on again!
 If you have ever thought about having 
your own stall or adding your own unique 
skills and treasures by joining a market 
community, then we have a space for you!
 This 6 December, from 4-9pm, the 
markets will be part of the Christmas Street 
Celebration. In true Christmas spirit, all stall 
fees will be donated to local and overseas 
missions. Last Market for the year is on 
Sunday 22 December.
 We would also love to invite charities and 
community groups to take a stall for your 
fundraising, at no cost!
 2014 will return to the usual market 
schedule, being the last Sunday of every 
month.
 We hope to see these markets grow 

Courtyard Markets

Margaret O’Sullivan

CHRISTMAS is celebrated all over the world 
in many different styles and cultures. The 
Toodyay Community Singers brought us their 
own rendition, performing to sell-out crowds 
on Friday 22 and Saturday 23 November at St 
Stephens church.
 Concert goers were welcomed by performers 
dressed in period costume, handing out 
small bundles of humbugs and programs, 
and carollers singing on the church steps.  
Entering St. Stephens, beautifully decorated by 
Richard’s 360 Christmas Shop, guests stepped 
into the ambiance of another era.
 Opening the concert, with the cast resplendent 
in costumes befitting Charles Dickens’ ‘A 
Christmas Carol’, the narrator set the scene 
for an adaptation of  ‘Scrooge, the musical’.
 All too soon, interval beckoned and fruit 
mince pies with hot and cold drinks were 
served in the Church hall.
Performers opened the second half of the 
show, taking everyone back to 1914 when  
war was raging on the Western Front and  in 
the trenches.  The Christmas Day truce was 
remembered with a recital of ‘A Carol From 
Flanders”’ The evening flowed on with recitals 
portraying the night before Xmas, the first and 
the true meaning of Christmas, interspersed 

Toodyay 
Community Singers

The Spirit of Xmas

and provide our community with unique, 
wholesome and informative products.
 For further details contact Trish Chitty on 
0466 285 164, or stop by my stall and say, 
“Hi.”
 Help me make the Courtyard Markets a 
‘Royal Affair.’

with carols, complete with a Welsh duet.
 As a cast we enjoyed the opportunity to share 
with you all ‘The Spirit of Christmas’ hoping 
you left feeling just that bit closer to the festive 
season and what it means to you. As it says in 
the song, Thank you very much for coming!

http://www.facebook.com/KristeeJollyWA
http://www.facebook.com/KristeeJollyWA
http://www.australiagalaxypageants.com
http://www.australiagalaxypageants.com


Page 8. THE TOODYAY HERALD December 2013

Stable Liquor  
Shop 1 105 Stirling Terrace 
Toodyay    
08 9574 2653

SEE IN STORE FOR OUR 
FULL CATALOGUE.

CHRISTMAS TRADING HOURS 
Sunday 22nd December   10am to 6.30pm
Christmas Eve   9am to 8pm
Boxing Day   10am to 6.30pm
New Years Eve   9am to 7.30pm
New Years Day   CLOSED

downundercellars.com.au FOLLOW US

Specials valid 01/12/2013 - 31/12/2013

WADUC1NOVEMBERHALFPGTH
Down Under Cellars supports the responsible service 
and consumption of alcohol ID 25.

$39.99

Beck’s
24x330ml 
Stubbies

Tooheys 
Extra Dry
24x345ml 
Stubbies 
(37.99ea)

$37.99

Absolut Vodka
700ml

$14.99

Amberley 
Secret Lane

Semillon Sauvignon Blanc
750ml

Amongst The Clouds Sauvignon Blanc, Marlin Bay Marlborough Sauvignon 
Blanc, Secret View Semillon Sauvignon Blanc, West Cape Howe Semillon 

Sauvignon Blanc, Amberley Secret Lane Semillon Sauvignon Blanc & 
Devil’s Lair Hidden Cave Semillon Sauvignon Blanc. 

750ml

Julie, Peter, Brigitte, Fran, Angie and Gerry 
would like to wish you and your family a 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

$742
FOR

$44.99

Chivas Regal 
12yo Scotch

700ml

$44.99

Mumm Cordon Rouge
NV Champagne

750ml

WHITE WINE 6 PACK FOR $60

$606
FOR

ANY

$39.99

Wild Turkey 86.8, American 
Honey or Spiced Bourbon

700ml

each

$606
FOR

$11.99

Walking Birds
Sauvignon Blanc

750ml
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Toodyay Bakery
Jason, Marc and all the staff at the Toodyay Bakery 

would like to thank all our customers for their support and 
wish them a Merry Christmas and a safe and prosperous New Year. 

The bakery will be open right up until 3pm on Christmas Eve 
and will re-open on Friday the 3rd of January 2014

Open 7am - 3pm 7 days a week
For your Xmas orders please call

Ph 9574 2617

7 Henry Street West
(behind the Old Newcastle Hospital)

Dr Ryan Lamp
Dr Jake Georgonicas

Open Mondays & Thursdays
Telephone 9574 2493

rlamp@rivervalechiro.com.au
www.rivervalechiro.com.au

HICAPS 
available 

for instant 
private health 

insurance 
claims

News from Bolgart 
and Surrounding 

Areas
Doris M Martin

IT is with much sadness that I report on the 
death of two young men from the local area.
 Wade Edmonds, son of Rhonda and Ray 
Edmonds of Calcarra sadly was involved in 
a traffic accident that resulted in his death. 
Wade was also the Grandson of Frank and 
Jean Howard of Bassendean and Mrs Lil 
Edmonds and the late Ben Edmonds of 
Calingiri. A large crowd attended his funeral 
at the Calingiri cemetery on 13 November. 
Sympathy is extended to his parents, brother, 
grandparents and his many friends and 
relatives in their sad loss.
 Also sadly involved in a traffic accident 
that took his life was Myles Wilson, son of 
Phil and Sue Wilson of Woodendale Farm 
north of Toodyay.
 The funeral service was held at St Stephens 
Church, Toodyay on 14 November, followed 
by an interment at the Toodyay Public 
Cemetery. Sympathy is extended to his 
parents, Phil and Sue, and his sisters, Natalie 
and Felicity, and his many friends and 
relatives.
 A Melbourne Cup Luncheon was held at 
the Bolgart hotel on cup day with a prize 
going to the best dressed from the top of 
the head to the tips of the toes and I believe 
the lucky lady who received a prize for that 
went to Mrs Tina Meston, so congratulations 
Tina.
 Meanwhile, I had been invited by two 
of my friends, Jeanette Giles and Marie 
Candeloro, to attend a Melbourne Cup 
luncheon at the Riverside Hotel at Northam. 
I thought at first that I might have to give it 
a miss as Ray had just come out of hospital 
following an operation on his ear. However, 
Ray was happy to spend the day with family 
members so that I could take myself off 
for the day. I was delighted to be chosen 
as having the best hat at the occasion and 
(despite not being a drinker), won a bottle 
of champagne.
 Congratulations to two of our elderly 
citizens from the Victoria Plains Shire area 
on their birthdays recently. Mr George 
Westlake, of The Lodge at Wongan Hills 
and late of Calingiri, turned 98 and Mrs Lil 
Edmonds of Calingiri who had a celebration 
with close friends and relatives on attaining 
her 90th birthday.
 Congratulations also to Blake Meston for 
his birthday on 22 November, Jack Mulgrew 
for his birthday on 25 November and Cody 
Woodhams for his birthday on 28 November. 
Hope you all had a good one.
 Bolgart Primary School’s Junior room 
students are heading to Perth on 9 December 
to visit the Perth Belltower and Perth 
Mint. Take note students, while you are at 
the belltower, that a notice board within 
the tower mentions that a member of the 
Bolgart community (namely myself), was 
a bellringer at the tower on the day of their 
official opening and mentions that I was 
the facilitator of the Bolgart Belltower. For 
those students who do not know the history 
of the Bolgart Belltower, it was a project 
I undertook and, with the help of about 
20 local residents along with donations of 
money and products, we built the belltower 
in 1999. The then Premier, The Honourable 
Richard Court, actually came to Bolgart 
along with a good many other politicians 
and declared our belltower functional.
 From that time and for the next ten years I 
gave talks on our belltower to those tourists 
who travelled to Bolgart and dined at the 
Bolgart hotel. Unfortunately due to family 
commitments I had to retire from this 
voluntary position but in that time several 
thousand folk had visited the area. So for 
newcomers to Bolgart that is a little bit of 
the history of our own belltower and the fact 
that Bolgart also took a small place in the 
opening of the Swan Belltower at Perth.

Country Women’s 
Association

Maxine Walker
President

AS usual at this time of the year we are 
thinking of Christmas and looking forward 
to all the gatherings with family, friends and 
workmates.
 Branch members are all looking forward 
again to joining our sister Branch Bayswater 
as they celebrate Christmas. It is always great 
to join them for a wonderful meal and a great 
day of friendship. 
We have also been planning our own 
celebrations for here in Toodyay, which will 
this year be a lunch at the CWA rooms on 
Thursday 12 December with all members 
catering.
 We had 6 members travel to Gidgegannup 
for the Melbourne Cup luncheon. Once again 
there was  plenty of food and we all  entered 
the sweeps with a little luck for a few. The 
Gidgegannup ladies are always good at 
entertaining and did not let us down.
 We attended the District High School 
Chaplaincy morning tea at the end of October. 
Thank you to everyone involved especially 
the students who participated in all the 
preparation and service on the day. Well done.
 With our reporter away again and a few 
on the not so well list it has not been a busy 
month and, as Vivien mentioned in her last 
report, the hall closes on 20 December for 
the year. Glenys, will after the closing date, 
be available to speak with anyone wishing to 
discuss bookings for 2014.
 Our branch reporter, Vivien, and her 
husband will be back this month from visiting 
relatives overseas. Hopefully it will be in time 
for our luncheon. We all hope that they are 
having a great time.
 Our next meeting will be on Thursday 27 
February with the AGM at 1pm, followed by 
meeting at 1.30pm. If you would like to join 
us we would love to see you. Parking and 
entry to the hall is on Charcoal Lane.
 I would like to thank everyone who has 
supported all our branch activities throughout 
this year, all the groups that have regularly 
been using the hall and those that have hired 
the hall for private functions. To all of you, 
our thanks and we look forward to your 
continued support in 2014. 
 In closing we would like to wish everyone a 
very safe and happy Christmas and a healthy 
and prosperous New Year.

Toodyay 
Community Bus

Di Roberts
Secretary

WELL this is the last column of the year.  
December 2013.
 The year has gone so very quickly, and we 
Seniors feel it even more. However we have 
just been through Seniors Week for 2013, and 
what a day we had on 15 November, taking 
a full bus down to Kailis’s for a lunch of fish 
and chips.
 The crew, and I mean crew, that joined us 
were a lively and happy bunch of locals (with 
one exception, Andrea), and with driver Jeff 
we left the Visitors Centre for a ride of a 
lifetime - no hiccups, no road blockages, just 
a gentle drive to Fremantle.
 The lunch and service at Kailis’s was 
superb, and our eyes saw the most magnificent 
boats on the ocean sitting so regally on their 
moorings.
 Ice creams and coffee were devoured after 
the lunch, with a quiet respite to take in what 
was going on around - people, people and 
more people, and everyone enjoying and 
savouring the food and vista.
 Back on the bus and off to the Fremantle 

Markets for a quick visit for some. However, 
it became quite oppressive with the heat and 
so it was homeward bound. Of course, up the 
hill towards Toodyay, homemade chokkies 
were produced and devoured with enjoyment.
 We arrived back in Toodyay delighted to 
realise that the suburbs may be for some, 
but Toodyay is for all of us. How lucky and 
privileged are we!!
 Special thanks to our wonderful sponsors 
of the day, Bendigo Bank and the Shire of 
Toodyay. We were indeed so thankful for 
their generosity in providing a day to be 
remembered by those who attended.
 To those who attended, thank you for the 
friendship and happiness you shared with 
us. We believe that if we can share with our 
Seniors the way we did for Seniors Week, then 
our Bus, our Cheeky Bus will leave with a 
smile on its face.  I rest my case.  Remember 
the Bus is here for all of you.
 To all the wonderful people of Toodyay who 
throughout the year have taken the Bus for a 
ride, we thank you and hope that in the year 
2014 you will again be a part of our Bus.
 Just a final note of an event being held next 
year.  On 10 January 2014, the “Thank a 
Volunteer Day” will be held at the Gaol, from 
5.30pm to 8.30pm. Invitations will be sent out 
to those people involved.
 Merry Christmas to you all and especially 
to the Toodyay Community Bus Committee. 
Thank you for your participation and guidance 
throughout the year.

Autumn Club
Autumn Leaf

WE had a very busy month for November 
with a visit to Bindoon Senior Club on the 6th 
and a visit to Goomalling Senior Club on the 
12th. Then we had a visit to Warwick Senior 
Club and, to finish off the month, we had a 
sausage sizzle at the hall.
 We also had our monthly lunch party 
at Sweethearts; a most enjoyable lunch. 
Thanks, Sweethearts. 
 The club is winding up for the Christmas 
break and we will be holding our Christmas 
party at the hall on 18 December. Don’t 
forget to bring a small gift for someone and 
wear your Christmas hat.
 At our November meeting we had a few 
suggestions for outings in 2014. Make a 
calendar note of our return for the new year 
on 22 January. 
 Birthdays coming up in December are: 
Billie Dodemaide, Tina Short, Ray Edwards 
and Freda Richardson. We wish them all a 
very happy birthday.
 And to all our members
A MERRY CHRISTMAS TO YOU ALL.

Toodyay YouthCARE 
Council
(Chaplaincy)

Vivienne Freeman
Secretary

ON Wednesday 30 October 2013 a morning 
tea was held at the Toodyay District High 
School to say “thank you” to the many 
“friends of chaplaincy” for their continued 
support.  Approximately 35 people attended.  
We would like to say a big thank you to 
the school “Yummy Chummies” team who 
catered for the occasion.  There were many 
comments of appreciation for their great food 
and friendly service.  Well done!  We were 
pleased to welcome along Fiona Beermier 
representing YouthCARE head office and 
Miranda Infanti from Foodbank who keep 
our school Breakfast Club pantry well 
stocked.  Fiona Beermier was delighted with 
the community support shown to Chaplaincy.
 Tim Martin, our Principal at TDHS, has 
received from the Federal Government, a 
request for an updated report on chaplaincy 
within the school for future funding.  They 
also require community views on this matter.  
If you wish to send your comments through 
to Tim, they need to be sent to him prior to 
the end of this term (by December 13) so that 
your views can be forwarded to the relevant 
department before the close of the school 
year.  
 Until next time, keep safe.

Toodyay Folk
Naomi Millett

WHAT is it that draws so many colourful 
people – artists, poets, sculptors and 
musicians – to our little town?
 Take a stroll down Stirling Terrace any 
time and chances are you will cross paths 
with a memorable character, each with his 
or her own intriguing story. Not particularly 
concerned with self-promotion or publicity, 
most of them are immersed in and dedicated 
to their various art forms, and are just quietly 
getting on with what they do best. 
Mosaics
Robyn Warrener lives in West Coondle 
and, among other honed skills such as 
quilting, creates exquisite, intricate mosaics 
grouted onto unlikely objects such as chairs, 
mannequins, old containers and even boots.
 Warrener’s one off works are of an advanced 
standard and have been displayed and sold 
in high end boutiques and exhibitions in the 
Eastern States over the years. 
 She began using old pieces of found china, 
but since then has expanded her approach and 
now utilises old and newer china fragments, 
mirrors, tiles, stones and, to decorate boots, 
dozens of spent bullet cartridges collected 
from her partner, a keen shooting enthusiast.
 Now living in Toodyay, she is gradually 
getting together a new body of work, and is 
planning to sell some from home (opening 
a gallery) and, possibly, holding a local 
exhibition.
 Her garden, comprising mostly native 
and water wise plants, is a haven for bird 
and animal life, and is divided into themed 
sections, each decorated artistically with all 
manner of interesting found and recycled or 
reclaimed objects. 
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Issue  15
December 2013On the 22nd November, I made the long trip 

to Kalgoorlie with my family for the little 

athletics country championships. This was 

a 2 day event with kids from all over wa 

so I was really nervous all the way there. 

On Saturday I competed in the 90m hurdles, 

400m, shot put, high jump and 200m. Then 

on Sunday I did long jump and 100m. I 

won all my events and even broke my 

personal best. I was really close in breaking 

some records but have that to look forward to 

next year. Next year will be in Northam which 

is good. I would like to thank my family for all 

the support and also Northam little athletics 

for allowing me to compete. Next step now will 

be local meets then states in March next year.

Seth Bernasconi

Bright Eyes
Photography by Faith Kelly

Shopping List
1 Jar (must have a screw on lid)
2L Demineralised Water 
Glycerine
iTunes Gift Card, $20
Glitter/Scatter Confetti
Small Christmas Baubles
Decorated Muffin Cases
Ball of String

Method
1. Fill jar with demineralised water, a dash of glycerine (this helps the glittery star scatters fall to the bottom slowly) and stir well. 
2. Add giftcard, star scatters and baubles (allow baubles to fill with water if you want them to sink).
Note: You may need to tape a little bit of bubble wrap or something buoyant to the back of the giftcard to help it float.
3. Top up jar with demineralised water and 

close with lid tightly.
4. Pop a muffin case on 
lid and tie with string.

Last minute 
Christmas Gift 

Ideas

What is the best Christmas present in the world? 

A broken drum, you cant beat it!

christmas
giggles!!

Why was Santa’s little helper feeling depressed? 
He had low elf-esteem.

Wishing you 
a Merry & safe 

Christmas from the 
Youth Fusion team! 

And we will see you 
in the New Year with 

lots more!!
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TOODYAY AUTO CENTRE
Call 13 11 11

FREE UNDER 
BONNET CHECKS

EXHAUSTS FOR ALL 
MAKES AND MODELS

FREE TYRE FITTING

See Russell, Brenton or Brook
MOBILE 0418 949 898

BATTERIES FREE 
DELIVERY 5km RADIUS

FROM TOWN

YOUR   1   STOP SHOP
LOG BOOK servicing
TYRES 4 x 4 - passenger - trailer - Motorcycle
BATTERIES large range
AUTO GAS conversions and repairs
IMMOBILISERS installation
FUEL SYSTEMS servicing
ELECTRICAL starters, alternators
AUTO PARTS full range of Ryco fi lters
HONEST ADVICE
27 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Email tjauto@bigpond.com

Registered repairer
MRB 513

All Mechanical Repairs - New and Old
Plus Log Book Servicing

ROADSIDE
ASSISTANCE 

CONTRACTOR

Avon Valley Supplier of

PHONE 9574 2335
TIRES

SUNDAY 17 November this year was the 
50th Anniversary of the opening of the 
present Church in Stirling Terrace.
 It was with much foresight, planning and 
assistance from many in Toodyay, including 
the Shire, that Father Chokolich was able to 
build this present structure.
 Our Archbishop, Timothy Costelloe, 
ventured into our country town, for the first 
time since his inauguration, to officiate at the 
11am celebrations.
 Many of the Nuns from the Sisters of 
Mercy (1884 – 2004) were also present and 

MPs Hope Mid-Year 
Review Can Save 

AvonLink
Michael Sinclair-Jones

LOCAL WA Nationals MPs are optimistic this 
month’s State Government mid-year economic 
review will strengthen their campaign to save 
the AvonLink rail service from closing on 
December 30.
 Northam-based new Nationals Deputy 
Leader Mia Davies (Central Wheatbelt) said 
“very constructive” talks had been held with 
WA Transport Minister Troy Buswell about 
saving and improving the soon-to-be axed rail 
service.
 “I feel optimistic we made a good case,” Ms 
Davies said.
 Her comments follow last month’s 
presentation to WA Parliament of two petitions 
totalling 3579 signatures condemning the 
AvonLink rail closure.
 The petition was delivered by Avon Valley 
residents and civic leaders, accompanied by 
Toodyay’s AvonBlink miniature train – a 
1/16th AvonLink replica owned by local 
resident Graham Mills and trucked in by the 
Shire of Toodyay.
 “The decision to discontinue the service 
contradicts the strategic vision and investment 
of both State and Federal Governments in the 
Avon Valley region, which is considered a 
growth area of the State,” Ms Davies said
 “There is currently no integrated public 
transport plan for the Wheatbelt.”
 “One of our main arguments is that the 
Avon arc is a growth area and a better public 
transport network has to be a part of it.”
 Ms Davies said a new-look AvonLink rail 
service should also include feeder bus services 
from outlying towns such as York and possibly 
Goomalling to make it more effective.
 She said the Wheatbelt Development 
Commission had been in talks with WA’s 
Public Transport Authority about developing 
new local rail and bus strategies.
 “I think there is an acknowledgement that 
we don’t want to bring back the old AvonLink 
rail service, which was under-used and losing 
money,” Ms Davies said.
 “It needs to be an improved service with 
new timetables, fare structures and ticketing 
that serves the community better.”
 Ms Davies, who joins new WA Nationals 
Leader Terry Redman (Blackwood) and 
Nationals MP Tuck Waldron (Wagin) in 
State Cabinet, agreed that now having a local 
Member in Cabinet would help strengthen the 
argument to save the AvonLink.
 Although her new Ministerial portfolio 
has yet to be decided, Ms Davies replaces 
former WA Nationals Leader and Regional 
Development Minister Brendon Grylls 
(Pilbara) in State Cabinet under a long-
standing deal with Premier Colin Barnett’s 
Liberal Government.  
 Ms Davies said State Treasury was currently 
preparing the WA Government’s mid-year 
economic review and although no date was 
set for its release, she was mindful that the 
AvonLink rail service was due to close on 
December 30.
 Mid-year economic reviews are usually 
published mid-December.

St John the Baptist Church Golden Jubilee
enjoyed revisiting the place of their labours 
and the opportunity to catch up with past 
students and acquaintances.
 After the Mass, about 170 people, locals 
and visitors (some of whom came quite a 
distance for the occasion) sat down to enjoy 
a meal together as well as a wine or two, 
supplied by Coorinja Winery. Special bottles 
of this anniversary wine were sold to those 
keen to take some of this ‘inviting drop’ 
home with them.
 Given the size of our small community, 
we are quite proud of the proceedings and 
how it all turned out. Congratulations to all 
concerned!
 Special mention must also be made of 
the work done by Krystyna, our weaver 
‘extraordinaire’. She not only wove the 
banner for the occasion, but also decorated 
both the Altar Cloth and the Tabernacle 
cover.  This banner will now hang proudly 
in the church as a reminder of our 50 years’ 
celebration at St John The Baptist Catholic 
Church.
 Again, many thanks to all for their presence 
and for the ‘workers’ who put it all together.Krystyna with her banner

Michael Sinclair-Jones

PLANS to build a controversial three million-
tonne Perth garbage tip 14km south of 
Toodyay have been delayed until the New 
Year while an independent State Government 
review considers new objections to the 
proposed Chitty Road site.
 Eight submissions have been lodged 
with the Office of the Appeals Convenor 
contesting a decision WA’s Environmental 
Protection Authority not to assess the 30ha 
site for potential groundwater contamination 
risk.
 Deputy Appeals Convenor Jean-Pierre 
Clements said each of the eight objections 
was currently being investigated.
 “We act on behalf of the WA Minister for 
Environment, Albert Jacob (Liberal, Ocean 
Reef), who will make a final decision after 
we have reviewed the objections and made 
a recommendation to the Minister,” Mr 
Clements said.
 He said the EPA had recently lodged a 
submission explaining why it had decided not 
to assess the Toodyay landfill application for 
potential environmental risk. Details would 
be released in the final report.
 “Our next step is to meet the eight appellants 
(objectors) over the next two to three weeks 

before drafting a report,” Mr Clements said.
 “It’s very unlikely that this will happen 
before Christmas.”
 Meanwhile, Toodyay Shire CEO Stan Scott 
said Perth-based landfill company Opal Vale 
Pty Ltd had applied to the WA Department 
of Environment and Regulation for a licence 
to operate the proposed Chitty Road landfill 
site.
 This followed a State Administrative 
Tribunal indication mid-year that it would 
overrule the Shire’s objections to the 
proposed site, pending the outcome of new 

Fresh Objections Delay Toodyay Landfill Site Decision

Secretary
Butterly Cottages Association 

THE Butterly Cottages Information Day 
Sausage Sizzle was a great success. There 
were about 60 visitors to the event with many 
of the visitors taking away a new insight into 
what Butterly is all about.
 Thanks to the Bendigo Bank (Tooday 
Community Bank), who supported our efforts 
on the day. We were very grateful for all the 
help, particularly Margaret O’Sullivan, who 
went above and beyond for us.

groundwater tests due to be completed soon.
 Mr Scott said there would be a further 
avenue for objectors to appeal when the 
Department advertises Opal Vale’s licence 
application for public comment. 
 Objectors claim the proposed landfill 
site in a disused claypit is in an earthquake 
zone near Jimperding Brook and threatens 
groundwaters that feed into the Avon River.
 A petition signed by 4,324 people was 
presented to Parliament in October calling 
for a State Parliamentary Inquiry into 
metropolitan waste management.

Butterly Sausage Sizzle a Big Hit
 Also the magnificent men from the Toodyay 
Mens Shed, who were extraordinary chefs 
on the day, and assisted with erecting and 
dismantling of the marquee.
 We must not forget as well all the Butterly 
Committee members who gave their time to 
help Jim and Tina, you did a terrific job.
 Thanks also go to the Councillors who 
made themselves known to us on the day, and 
of course all you people who turned up and 
enjoyed the sausages supplied by Bendigo 
Bank, and the cold water supplied by The 
Water Corporation. Last but not least. Paul 
and Jo who offered much moral support.

Toodyay Spinners
Ange Sturman

WITH the end of the year looming some of 
our members have been making Christmas 
decorations and Christmas presents. Rita 
made a knitted bauble, Mavis made a lap rug 
for ‘Kids in Wheelchairs’ from commercial 
yarn, Val made some stunning shawls, some 
with beads incorporated in the pattern. 
Elaine made a beautiful, sleeveless jumper 
in aqua blue yarn spun from merino wool 
commercially carded. 

 Our last meeting for the year is 18 
December. We commence again on 8 January 
2014.
 Our Spinning Group meets every 
Wednesday from 9am to 12noon, and every 
third Saturday of the month at Parker’s 
Cottage in the Showgrounds. For further 
information on our Group please contact 
Ange Sturman, Secretary on 9574 2507 or 
Gretta Sauta, President on 9574 2868. New 
members are most welcome – no experience 
necessary.
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Recycle Right
All metals: steel and aluminium
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Placing these items in our yellow bins reduces waste in our landfi ll. 
Your recycled metals can become new cans, cars, garden sheds and 
much more.

Help protect our natural resources by putting it in the right bin.

To view your recycling calendar or for great tips on living more 
sustainably visit recycleright.net.au then select your council.

Avoid, Re-use, Recycle, Recover, Dispose

Aerosol cans (empty), all aluminium cans 
(empty), all food cans including pet food 
cans (rinsed) and lids from jars and bottles 
(removed) should be place in your yellow 
topped bin.
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emergency services

WONGAN HILLS MEDICAL CENTRE

WISHES ALL OUR PATIENTS A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW 
YEAR.

The surgery now has a permanent female doctor working

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8.30am – 5.30pm

And

Saturdays 8.30am – 1.00pm

Appointments can be made by contacting our receptionist on 08 96 711000

PLEASE NOTE

The surgery will be closed from

Saturday 21st December 2013 and reopening on Monday 6th January 2014.

If you require additional medication over the holiday break, please organise an 
appointment before Saturday 21st December 2013

Hon Brian Ellis MLC

Your voice in Government for the 
Agricultural Region

Offi ce : 9923 9211

Brian and staff would 
like to wish you a safe, 
happy and enjoyable 

Christmas with family 
and friends.  

All the best for the
New Year.

Bejoording 
Volunteer Bushfire 

Brigade
From the desk of The Badger 

WHAT an eventful month November 
was! Apart from housekeeping activities 
at the brigade shed and other training 
and preparation activities, Saturday 16 
November was also the brigade’s biggest 
ever fire event.
 It all started mid afternoon on a stinking hot 
day, but there was a clear blue sky and not 
much more than a light breeze.  Within the 
space of an hour, at most, a storm cell came 
through which completely blackened the 
sky, delivered next to no rain, just numerous 
lightening strikes, then passed as quickly as 
it arrived. The sky returned to blue again 
and from my own property in Bejoording 
I could see tell-tale smoke at all points of 
the compass. Suddenly we were surrounded 
by no less than five fires in our immediate 
district and nine in the wider district.
 I t  was a real  eye-opener,  clearly 

Coondle-Nunile 
Volunteer Bush Fire 

Brigade 
Colin Stevens

EVERYONE had a great time when 
Bejoording Brigade hosted a very informative 
training day. The training concentrated on 
personal protection in a burn over situation.
 November was a busy time for firefighters 
from Coondle Brigade who attended several 
fires throughout the district. The worst of 
these was on Saturday 16 November when 
lightning caused five fires to ignite mainly 
in the Bejoording area. Crews were involved 
in the clean up over the next four days.
 Congratulations to Jamie and Rory who 
attended a bushfire training course.
 The annual Christmas Party will be held 
on Saturday 7 December at 6.30pm for all 
members and their families.
 Can I ask everyone to ensure that any 
personal fire fighting equipment is in good 
working order and to review your ‘Fire 
Plans’ in case of an emergency?
 We wish everyone a safe and Happy Xmas.

Julimar Volunteer 
Bush Fire Brigade

Tim Walker

ONE OF the unusual features of the past month 
is how quickly the grass had turned dry and 
became such a significant hazard so early 
in the bush fire season and, to make matters 
worse, firebreaks that may have been deemed 
OK, were suddenly found to be wanting with 
subsequent respraying, ploughing or grading 
required. We shouldn’t complain as the 
weather pattern has delivered to farmers crops 
that are yielding record tonnages and with only 
1mm rain recorded since 24th of October to 
time of writing these notes, perfect hay making 
weather and an excellent start to harvesting .
 On a very different note but for similar 
reasons (high grass concealing hidden objects), 
one of our more experienced fire fighters was 
very seriously hurt when the truck she was 
driving encountered such an object. To Tracey 
we are all with you, and wish you a very speedy 
return to full fitness and back on duty. See a 
full report elsewhere in this edition.
 The above incident happened at one of 
many fires started by lightning on Saturday 
16 November with many reports of smoke but 
only few actual fires! Nevertheless, the fire at 
Bejoording was rather testing with high grass 
and difficult terrain, but fortunately, a low wind 
factor.
 Captain Grant wishes to express his 
appreciation and thanks to Brian Rayner 
and his team for conducting the controlled 
burns prior to the end of the restricted season 
which was, unfortunately, cut short due to 
the weather. It has been generally conceded 
to be an extremely sound decision due to the 
high fuel load, dry conditions and at times 
dangerous windy weather.
 Captain Grant concluded his comments by 
asking people to play it safe, be careful and 
extends his best wishes to all brigade members 
for the festive season.

St John Ambulance
Toodyay & Districts Sub 

Centre

Kerry Fletcher

OUR sub centre open day on Saturday 23 
November was a great success.  Thank you 
to everyone who came along and had a chat, 
found out more about our operations and 
stayed to hear Sally Simmonds, Manager 
First Responder System, present a fantastic 
information session on Automated External 
Defibrillators (AED’s).   
 Keep an eye out for AED’s installed in 
frequented locations about our town, as well 
as the Bolgart shop and Morangup hall.  If 
you have any queries about how AED’s 
work and what they’re for, don’t hesitate 
to contact the sub centre office.  A special 
thanks to our baking members who donated 
morning tea for the Open Day – what a 
feast!
 On behalf of the sub centre – thanks are 
extended to Lindsay Slater and the crew 
from the Shire of Toodyay who, at our 
request, converted the car park bay outside 
Vince’s Restaurant to motorcycle bays.  
This request was put to the Shire because 
of safety concerns for our volunteers. Any 
car parked in that bay completely blocked 
vision for oncoming traffic making exiting 
the driveway dangerous. Without the 
conversion, the situation was an accident 
waiting to happen – an ambulance on the 
way to a job, or one of our vollies leaving 
after doing a call out- not a good situation.  
 Regrettably, the Shire has received a bit 
of flak over the issue which is sincerely 
regrettable.  The intent was not to reduce 
parking in our main street, rather to make 
ambulance and volunteers’ exits from the 
driveway safe.
 Don’t forget to drop in to Toodyay Hair 
Studio to purchase tickets for our Christmas 
hamper.  Tickets will also be on sale at the 
Toodyay Street Party and drawn there on 
Friday 6 December.

St John Ambulance Toodyay & Districts 
Sub Centre
Rear 120 Stirling Tce (behind Toodyay 
Hair Studio)
PO Box 364
TOODYAY  WA  6566
Phone: 9574 2390 or Email us at: 
sjatoodyay@bigpond.com

‘Hidden’ Danger 
Injures Toodyay Fire 

Fighter
Grant Scobie

ON Saturday 16 September, a Toodyay fire 
fighter was seriously injured attending one of 
five fires in Bejoording which were caused 
by lightning strikes. 
 At around 9pm, in the course of her duties, 
Tracey Salmond of the Julimar Volunteer 
Bush Fire Brigade was driving across a 
paddock when the truck she was driving 
plummeted into a double windrow of a 
newly graded firebreak. Anything that was 
not secured in the cabin was thrown as high 
as the ceiling and Tracey suffered a spinal 
injury, the scope of which was not, at first, 
realised. However, the fact that she was 
unable to move due to the pain, let alone 
walk, indicated that it was very serious. The 
other member of her crew was, thankfully, 
uninjured.
 Immediately an ambulance was called 
and Tracey was helped off the fire ground 
by her crew member and members of 
the Bejoording Bush Fire Brigade. The 
ambulance was delayed by the dreadful 
twists, turns and inadequate signposting of 
Nunile Road but was eventually able to get 
her to Northam Hospital where x-rays and 
CT scans were to show the extent of the 
damage to Tracey’s spine: the fracture of one 
of her vertebrae.
 After several days lying flat on her back, 
Tracey has had an operation and is now able 
to walk whilst wearing a brace. Sadly, she has 
been told she will never be able to go back 
on the fire ground.
 We all know that volunteer fire fighters 
are at great risk of sustaining burn injuries. 
However, the risks are just as high performing 
all those tasks which we don’t even think 
about – the ‘hidden’ dangers.

demonstrating the fragility of our countryside, 
and the ease with which serious fires can 
begin.  It was also a stark reminder to be 
prepared at all times.  It got me thinking 
about my escape strategy from my own 
property, about the importance of securing 
vital documents, but most of all, it made me 
realise the importance of all the work I have 
just completed clearing my fire breaks and 
slashing winter grasses well back from my 
home. One of those lightning strikes could 
easily have been on my own property. It was 
just nature‘s lottery!

 The five fires in the Bejoording region 
were handled efficiently under the control 
of our brigade who were able to see the 
benefit of the AIIMS structure in operation.  
Lawrence Hayward, our Captain, used the 
forum of our meeting the following Tuesday 
to congratulate all volunteers on a job well 
done and to thank the other brigades and farm 
units that assisted on the day. Estimates are 
that up to 100 volunteers were on the ground 
for these events!  It was a big early season 
test for everyone. For some newer members 
it was very much a live training day, and has 
set the brigade up well for what might be a 
busy fire season.

 Cooperative training with Coondle Brigade 
continued during November with Bejoording 
hosting a joint session focussing on ‘Burn 
over protection’ and ‘Dead man zone’. It 
is hoped that such joint training exercises 
will continue into the future as it provides 
a critical mass of volunteers enabling the 

The storm cell approaching from the east

The horizon minutes later

A hive of activity at the Bejoording shed on 
the 16th!

training to be more effective.
 The Bejoording Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade asks you to remember to always 
plan and prepare before lighting any fire for 
any reason, and have a clear contingency 
strategy in place should things get out of 
control. Even at the safest times of the year, 
fires can pose a risk to people and property, 
whether it’s burning off on your acreage or 
a back yard bonfire, so take care.  Advice is 
free, but getting it wrong can be expensive!  
Don’t forget fire bans are now in effect for 
the rest of summer.  If you have any questions 
remember you can contact Captain Lawrence 
Hayward on 9574 5106, or the Badger on 
9574 4834.  Please leave a message if we’re 
not there.  Our next meeting is on Tuesday 
17 December. 

mailto:sjatoodyay@bigpond.com
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emergency services

SANDSPLUS PTY LTD
SUPPLY AND DELIVER: 

SAND:  White and Yellow
GRAVEL:  Screened road base
 Screened and crushed gravel 
  7-18mm
 Oversize
BLUE  METAL:  Crushed rock, Blue Metal 
  7-20mm
FERTILISER and GRAIN DELIVERIES

Phone Mike:  0417 989 559
Email:  sandsplus1@gmail.com

Residents get 
the Facts on Fire 

Preparation
Grant Scobie

RESIDENTS of the Rugged Hills Estate, 
northwest of Toodyay, were given the 
opportunity to meet each other and 
bush fire representatives at a Bush Fire 
Readiness gathering at the Kane Road 
emergency water supply on Saturday 23 
September.
 Some 20 residents came along to meet 
and hear from the Shire’s Community 
Emergency Services Manager (CESM), 
Corry Munson, Department of Fire and 
Emergency Services (DFES) Community 
Engagement Officer, Rachel Parkes and 
members of the Julimar Volunteer Bush 
Fire Brigade.
 Corry Munson explained how the area 
was a severe bush fire risk and how fire 
brigades, being manned by volunteers, will 
take some time to turn out to a fire. “It’s 
important that you are prepared, that you 
have a Bushfire Survival Plan in place,” 
he said. 
 With maps and aerial photographs, he 
showed those gathered how they may be 
able to escape using various access routes 
– one of which was only navigable in a 
4WD vehicle. The idea of ‘Leave Early or 
Stay and Defend’ was raised and discussed 
along with how to receive information 
about the risks on a particular day.
 Rachel Parkes informed the group of 
different ways they could help themselves 
such as forming a phone tree where one 
resident phones two others who, in turn, 
phone two more residents and so on. 
She also brought up the formation of a 
Bushfire Ready Group, a community 
action program aimed at encouraging local 
residents to work together to prepare and 
protect their families and properties against 
bushfires.
 Those assembled were encouraged to 
ask questions and discuss their concerns. 
Points raised included what would happen 
if the only road in was blocked off by fire 
(how would fire fighters be able to get in?), 
when to place a 000 call and why the area 
was still so unsafe. 
 Fire fighters explained that they would 
find a way in and utilise the aerial attack 
to enable access. 
 Regarding 000 calls, it was mentioned 
that, for instance, if it was after dark and 
there was a smell of smoke in the area, 
phone 000. The DFES Communications 
Centre would then be able to act on 
various calls placed and determine the 
location of the fire and send brigades out as 
appropriate. The Brigade said that they’d 
rather be safe than sorry. It was much better 
to chase the smell of smoke than get there 
too late to save lives or property.
 Corry Munson responded to the query 
regarding Rugged Hills’ safety, saying that 
work was planned to be done to update the 
fire access and residents’ escape routes. 
“There are many subdivisions in Toodyay 

which have similar problems to Rugged 
Hills,” he said. “The Shire had spent over 
$1.5million on upgrading over the last few 
years and would get to Rugged Hills as 
soon as possible.” 
 The residents were then able to spend 
some time talking amongst themselves, 
with Corry and Rachel and the assembled 
fire fighters about their concerns.
 The outcome looks better for those 
residents of Rugged Hills who now have 
the facts on Bushfire Readiness.

Neighbourhood and 
Rural Watch

ewatch

Wayne Clarke

NEIGHBOURHOOD Watch WA, in 
partnership with the WA Local Government 
Association and WA Police, held a workshop 
at the City of Melville late in November 
2013, to look at how to progress the 
Neighbourhood Watch program into the 
future.
 There are significant challenges in funding 
programs such as Neighbourhood Watch, 
particularly when governments are looking 
at ways to cut costs. At a time when we 
are seeing an increasing cost shift to local 
government - and the community, the 
crime statistics are showing increases 
across the board. To keep in front of crime 
the community needs to be involved. 
Neighbourhood and Rural Watch is a 
program designed for you - the community - 
to look after your own safety by you working 
with your neighbours.
 It is far more cost-effective for programs to 
operate over the internet, with programs such 
as ewatch. The new tool in solving crime has 
some significant advantages, but it still boils 
down to having information provided to all 
residents in a timely manner. This means our 
local Police need to disseminate information 
expediently. However, with current staffing 
levels this is not always possible.
 Many of the larger local governments 
(cities) were present at the workshop, 
together with a number of rural cities 
(Bunbury, Albany and Geraldton). Toodyay 
and Capel were the lone country towns in 
attendance. Why? Because, when Rural 
Watch lost its identity, the rural towns lost 
their contact with the administration. This 
was a point hammered home by Toodyay. 
The reason Toodyay was in attendance is that 
Toodyay has been regularly represented at 
previous annual meetings, and has remained 
on the mailing list.
 WA Police and Neighbourhood Watch WA 
have partnered to deliver ewatch – an online 
local community safety initiative proudly 
supported by WALGA!
For more information and to join, please 
contact the Toodyay Police office at  
9574 9555 or go to www.ewatch.com.au
Toodyay Police 9574 9555
CRIMESTOPPERS 1800 333 000
ewatch www.ewatch.com.au

Coondle Bush Fire 
Ready Group 

Jenny Blanchett

ON 24 November the Forrest Edge group, 
Redgum Circle and White Gum Ridge in 
Coondle, of the bush fire ready group had 
a meeting at the Co-ordinator’s house. This 
meeting bought along two new couples in 
the area which showed them what we were 
trying to do to make sure we are all fire safe. 
We discussed the various procedures that 
were in place for protecting their property 
i.e. fire fighting pumps, cam lock fittings 
to their designated fire water tank and their 
plans if they decide to defend a fire attack. 
This also showed the new people that they 
are not alone in their protection worries of 
their assets and that some of their neighbours 
are there to help should the need arise.
 If you live in this area or surrounding roads 
and would like more information please 
contact Jenny on 0408 903 087.

Toodyay Miniature 
Railway

June Eastwood

SUNDAY 17 saw the last run day for the 
2013 year. Ironically we had more staff 
come along than at any time throughout the 
year - on a very quiet day!!
 The railway will be operating from approx 
8am to 10am on Australia Day, a day the 
Toodyay Shire sponsor for the benefit of 
the locals by offering them a free train ride 
courtesy our diesels.
 It will be a year our President will not 
regard as filled with his fondest memories 
on account of the fact we began the year 
with two steam trains. We concluded our 
season with four. During the year we picked 
up Brian Dawe’s steamer, ‘Zambezi’, and 
his red diesel, ‘Lindy Lou’, to balance out 
a little. However, the latest monster to hit 
the tracks is the beautiful big black steam 
engine ‘Laverton’, named for the old 
goldmining town.
 ‘Laverton’ was built in WA and, after her 
owner’s passing, served time on the Lake 
Leschenaultia line. Her current owner drove 
it there and then bought the engine, joining 
the Cohuna railway group. When Cohuna 
relocated south, it became a long drag to go 
there from north of Perth, so Laverton has 
joined the Toodyay group.
 This brings our engines up to a total of 9, 
so the new Loco shed was not a moment 
too soon. We had fond ideas of what we 
would use the original Newcastle Station 
building for only to see it now stuffed with 
these extra machines and carriages.
 Phil has yet to renovate his three ex 
Katanning carriages and Shandy’s carriages 
are long overdue for a spruce up, so even 
in the off season there is no let up. Now 
with two large heavy engines, track work 
is imperative and must be completed before 
the new season.

Toodyay Music Club 
Jenny Edgecombe

A HAPPY band of singers and musicians 
thoroughly enjoyed the variety of new and 
old songs inspired by the ‘Heavenly Bodies’ 
theme at the November gathering.
 The moon and stars have inspired songs 
of many moods. Peter’s ‘Paper Moon’ was 
a song of disillusionment while his lovely 
mellow singing of ‘I’m just a Country 
Boy’ was one of quiet acceptance. I went 
for a whimsical children’s song, ‘I See the 
Moon’.  Maurice did not fail us, producing 
something more off-beat in ‘Everyone’s 
Gone to the Moon’. When he came up with 
the super-sweet ‘Three Stars Will Shine 
Tonight’, several females in the room had 
a good laugh over memories of girlhood 
crushes on Richard Chamberlain. 
 Spencer and Leila’s starry song was in a 
rather different mode. ‘Milky White Way’ 
really showcased Spencer’s lovely voice 
and had people jigging in their seats, with 
the double bass adding that extra swinging 
beat.
 The sun inspires songs of new hope and 
happiness, as in Jeanette’s lovely ballad, 
‘Come by the Hills’ and a pair of sunny 
Beatles songs produced by the ‘Kalamunda 
Quartet of Three’. In spite of being without 
their soprano, Eileen, Maurice and Peter 
produced some delightful harmonies. 
 Music Club nights are never lacking 
in variety. Karin presented a fascinating 
selection using flute, mandolin and the 
eight-stringed ukulele, including some 
Aaron Copeland and a very catchy dance 
from Italy. The night was rounded out by 
popular country and western contributions 
from Will and a great version of ‘After 
Midnight’ in the country and blues items 
from Phil. 
 The December meeting will be our festive 
season night with a Christmas flavour. Why 
don’t you come and join us? 
There will be no meeting in January, but 
that gives us more time to practise for the 
theme night in February! Towns, Cities and 
States - plenty of scope there.
 Next club evening: 7pm Friday 13 
December.
 Any style of singing or instrumental 
performance welcome so long as it is 
acoustic. Further Information:  Teddy or 
Spencer on 9574 4492.

 We have also picked up new members 
during the year and as the latest has also 
gliding and flying interests it is right 
up Stan and Phil’s alley as a lunch time 
conversation.
 Another project currently under way is 
the new automated signal system and this 
should be up and running by our Easter start 
date.
 To the Editor and hard working staff 
our thanks for including our column each 
month.
 We wish them and all Toodyay citizens a 
happy Christmas and successful New Year.
Thank you June, We wish you all the very 

best Christmas .
Ed.

LEYLAND 
ENGINEERING SERVICES

MOBILE WORKSHOP - WE COME TO YOU

- Fabrication & Welding Repairs
- Maintenance & Servicing
- Hydraulic Repairs
- General Machining
- 15 years experience heavy industry

  Phone Steve Leyland 

 0400 378 930 A/H : 9574 4286

We specialise in:

http://www.ewatch.com.au
http://www.ewatch.com.au
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PLEASE CONTACT JACK WOOD	–	Based	in	Toodyay
Phone:	0400	263	864															
Email:	jack.wood@hotmail.com

Desraé Clarke

THESE small cakes are time-consuming to 
make if, like me, you only have a hand-held 
electric mixer. However, they are delicious 
and dressed in festive colours with the 
strawberries and cream and, even more so, 
if the platter is decorated with intact fruit 
complete with their leaves.
Ingredients:
3 eggs
½ cup caster sugar
¾ cup self-raising flour
1 tablespoon self-raising flour (extra)
2 tablespoons cocoa
2 teaspoons cocoa (extra for dusting) or 
icing sugar
20gms butter
¼ cup just boiled water
1 cup thickened cream, whipped
250gms strawberries, sliced 
Method:
Lightly grease a 12-hole muffin pan then dust 
them with the extra flour; shake the muffin 

THE Toodyay Community Resource 
Centre (TCRC) committee and staff would 
like to take this opportunity to wish all 
our members, their friends and family 
a wonderful Christmas and New Year.  
Please drive safely over the holiday break 
and return to us refreshed and rejuvenated 
for 2014.
 Please be aware we will be closed 23 
December 2013 and we reopen on 6 January 
2014.
TCRC Monthly Special 
For the entire month of December, save big 
on laminating! For this month only, receive 
$1 off every A4 or A3 sheet of laminate

Multifarious Monday
Every Monday 10am – 12.30pm 
All things Christmas.
Monday 2 December 
Topiary Christmas tree decoration. Please 
bring a 10 – 12cm pot, dowling or stem 
approximately 40cm in length and small 
bright decorations to add to the greenery. 
Styrofoam ball included in $4pp cost.
Monday 9 December 
Mini Christmas cakes – economical recipe. 
This will be a hands on session with cakes 
baked in muffin tins. All ingredients 
included in cost of  
$6pp (members) 
a n d  $ 8 p p  ( n o n 
members).
Monday 16 Dec.
A new recipe for 
white Christmas. 
No bubbles! You 
will need to bring 
plastic container (10 
x 15cm) or 6 inch 
tin to take away. All 
ingredients supplied 
in  cost  of  $5pp 
(members) and $7pp 
(non members).
Monday 23 Dec
Table napkins - a 
social day. No stress.  
Attractively folded 

Recipe Corner
Mini Chocolate Sponges

tin to remove the excess flour.
 Beat the eggs, with an electric beater, until 
they are frothy.
 Gradually add the sugar then continue to 
beat for 10 minutes until the mixture is thick 
and pale and holds its shape.
 Sift the flour and cocoa 3 times.
 Combine the butter and hot water.
 Gently fold the flour and cocoa and the 
combined butter and water into the egg 
mixture.
 Spoon the mixture evenly into the 12 
muffin recesses.
 Bake the cakes for 12 to 15 minutes in a 
moderate oven (160ºc fan-forced or 180ºc) 
until cakes spring back when lightly touched.
 Loosen the edges with a plastic knife and 
turn onto a cooling rack, lined with baking 
paper, and allow to cool.
 To serve, split the cakes in half and spread 
with cream and strawberry slices. 
 Lightly dust with either cocoa or icing 
sugar.
 These little cakes are best eaten on the day 
they are made.

napkins add a dash to any festive table. 
Create something special by following the 
instruction sheets 

3C’s (Coffee, Crochet, Chat) 
Every Tuesday 9.30am – 12pm 
$3pp 
Just as the name suggests! Everyone is 
welcome. A stress free morning with 
morning tea supplied.

Back to School!
Avoid school book covering this year and 
save your sanity by purchasing re-useable 
PVC book covers from the TCRC, available 
in both scrapbook size and exercise book 
size. Re-useable year after year and 
available in 16 different designs, (see 
example below).  Scrapbook size – only 
$3 each; exercise book – only $2.50. Don’t 
have your booklist?  Don’t worry. We have 
all TDHS primary booklists on display at 
the TCRC. These won’t last, so get in quick.
 If you would like to attend any of these 
events, please book on 9574 5357 or call 
in and see Tenneille, Alison or Evie.
 The Toodyay Community Resource 
Centre (TCRC) Email: toodyay@crc.net.au 
or visit us at 79 Stirling Tce. Open Monday 
to Friday 9am to 4.30pm

Christmas Wishes
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heritage focus
Blast from the 

past in the Herald 
Archives

The Beginning but is it the 
End?

Beth Frayne

THIS photo shows Eric Charlton MLC 
Minister for Transport, unveiling the plaque 
at the Toodyay Railway Station, which 
commemorates the opening of the AvonLink 
passenger service between Northam and 
Perth on Sunday 24 September 1995. 
 ‘PC’ Peter Dymond, seen to the right, 
‘arrested’ the Minister for not having paid 
his rail fare. He was then escorted to the 
Old Gaol, and ‘fined’ the appropriate costs 
to upgrade the railway station to an historical 
character. At that time, the AvonLink was 
the first new country passenger rail service 
in WA for 47 years. 
 Max Trenorden MLA was the Chairman of 
the AvonLink Committee; the other members 
were Robert Millar (Toodyay Shire CEO), 
Frank Taylor (Toodyay Cabinets), Roger 
Hammersley (sheep breeder), Peter Chiffings 
(Toodyay Tourist Bureau) and Murray 
Buchan. The plaque behind commemorates 
the 1931 School bus/train crash that took the 
lives of five local school boys. This plaque 
is currently in storage in the Shire Museum, 
due to a damaged mounting.

‘Working together’ reprise!
 Many thanks to Margaret Campbell for 
identifying her ute as conveying the CWA 
float in one of the Moondyne Festival 
Parades. Margaret was driving, and she 
believes the ladies in the back were the 
late Mary Sims and the late Rosemary 
Branch. Margaret’s husband made the sign, 
which shows the CWA theme for that year, 
‘Working Together’.  Although neither of 
us could decide on the year, a check of the 
Toodyay CWA minutes will make this clear.

Jenny Edgecombe
Toodyay Historical Society Archivist

YOU may have noticed an impressive BSA 
military motorcycle on display at the recent 
Agricultural Show. That bike has a Toodyay 
connection and the current owner would like 
to find out more about it.
 The story the owner has been told so far:
‘Smithy’ was a serviceman based in Broome 
at the end of the Second World War. When 

Toodyay Historical 
Society 

Beth Frayne
Events Co-ordinator

COMMITTEE member, Milton A Baxter 
,was the feature speaker at our 20 November 
Wednesday night. Milton gave a highly 
entertaining (‘rolling in the aisles’ was the 
report. I missed it!) account of his research 
into his ancestors that began as far back as 
September 1958 when he started asking 
questions of his reluctant father. Milton 
discovered 13 convicts including one 
who was shipped out to the Swan River 
Colony under one of his many aliases. He 
later became an upstanding citizen of the 
community. Milton’s talk was a good blend 
of how he went about his research, his 
travels, frustrations and breakthroughs, and 
the wealth of details to be found in court and 
police records when your ancestors have led 
a less than salutary life.
 On Sunday 24 November, we held an 
‘International Bring-a-Plate-and-Story’ 
Dinner at the historic and beautiful Toodyay 
Masonic Lodge Hall. We enjoyed the cuisine 
of the many countries from which migrants 
have come to settle in Toodyay, both in 
the distant past and more recent decades. 
Apart from the expected Nyungar, English, 
Scottish, Irish and Chinese dishes, we also 
sampled Afghani, Polish, Greek, Italian, and 
Swedish food, with stories and displays from 
Croatia, Belorus, United States, Holland and 
Spain presented by Jenny, Beth and Desrae. 
Robert Millar, our Masonic Lodge host, gave 
a talk and tour, and Robyn presented the 

history of the building’s Templar, Wesleyan 
and Masonic past. Some of the Lodge’s 
Worshipful Masters, featured in photos 
around the walls, may have had burning 
ears!
 Congratulations to the Toodyay Tidy 
Towns Committee and Supporters (THS is 
one) for winning the 2013 State Tidy Towns 
for the category: Community Action and 
Partnerships, on 22 November. Nyabing won 
the Heritage and Culture Category for their 
2012 Centenary Celebrations.  
 Congratulations also to the Toodyay & 
Districts Community Bank branch for their 

Can You Help?
Smithy’s Motorcycle from WWII

he was de-mobbed, he 
was able to purchase 
the bike from the armed 
services as transport to 
return to Fremantle. He 
settled in the Toodyay 
area. 
 We do not know at 
present if he had family 
connections with the 
Toodyay Smiths. He 
may have been one of 
the nine Smiths listed 
on the Toodyay War 
Memorial (six of them 
from one family, unless 
I’ve misunderstood 
Wally Chitty in Toodyay 
- The Good Old Days).
 T h e  b i k e  w a s 
apparently sold to a 
Northam enthusiast, 
probably 7-10 years 
ago, before being sold 

to the current owner.
 We have checked some Toodyay motorcycle 
records for 1949-1953, but could not match 
the name or the engine number. The engine 
number starts with WM (War Model), 
indicating that it was a military machine.  
 The Historical Society would be very 
interested in any information about the bike 
or the Toodyay Smiths who served in this war. 
 Please Contact: Toodyay Historical Society, 
PO Box 32, Toodyay 6566, or call Jenny 
Edgecombe on 0417 910 050. 

•PO Box 1212 Toodyay WA 6566 • brett@thesmallfarm.com.au •robbie@thesmallfarm.com.au• 

 

 
  

General Maintenance – Fencing, rock clearing, fire break spraying and  
property maintenance are among our specialities. No job too small. 

 
Machinery Hire – We have an 8 tonne truck with a hiab, a bobcat and an 

excavator available to suit your needs.  
 

Garden Makeovers – Small Farm Maintenance has been busy doing a number 
of garden makeovers and general tidy ups. Let us do the hard work for you.

 
Phone for an Obligation Free Quote Today! 

08 9574 5033  
Brett: 0407 026 683 

Robbie: 0498 954 642
 

inaugural 2014 Calendar, featuring historic 
Toodyay photos, provided by THS, the Shire 
Museum and private donors; a ‘must-have’ 
for collectors of Toodyayiana. 
 Other issues and activities: Further 
discussion on the reinstatement of the plaque 
commemorating the 1931 bus and train 
crash; drafting a submission on the Shire’s 
Newcastle Convict Depot Interpretation 
Plan; photographic display next year in 
the Old Gaol; collecting flyers of heritage 
buildings for sale; Pensioner Guard cottages; 
AvonLink cessation.
 Next general meeting: Wednesday, 15 

January 2013, 7pm, at Donegan’s Cottage. 
Feature Speaker: yet to be confirmed.
Next events:
 December 6: Toodyay Street Party, in the 
evening. THS will have its usual stall and 
Christmas Raffle. Volunteers and Raffle 
donations are welcome. Talk to Beth, or drop 
off stuff at Donegan’s (1pm-3pm) or Beth 
or Robyn’s place.
 December 14, Saturday: End of Year 
Event: BYO BBQ tea at Donegan’s Cottage, 
6pm. BYO everything. Tea, coffee, etc., will 
be provided.
January 26, Sunday 2014: Australia Day 
Breakfast, Duidgee Park. THS will have an 
information stall. 
 February 2, Sunday, 2014.  Planning 
Meeting at Colin Kendall’s home, 2pm. 
Details will be in Duidgeeana.
 For information about any matter related 
to the Toodyay Historical Society or how 
we may assist you or your group, please 
contact the Secretary Desrae Clarke via 
email: desraec@westnet.com.au or phone 
6364 3609; President, Peter Robinson, on 
0417 957 378, or committee member, Beth 
Frayne, on 9574 5971. 
 Our headquarters are at Donegan’s Cottage 
(within the Showground complex), which 
is open to the public every Thursday, 1pm-
3pm. Membership is $10; postal address: 
PO Box 32, Toodyay WA 6566.

After the dinner in the festive board room. (Photo: Joe Edgecombe, 2013)

Graham Boston

Northam Jewellery and Repairs

102 Fitzgerald Street Northam
(Opp Red Rooster)
Phone: 9622 8037

Mob: 0438 919 932

mailto:desraec@westnet.com.au
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As Christmas draws closer and another year ends, 
We reflect on the past, and think of customers and friends, 
Acknowledging the wonderful support you continually show 
And the way your loyalty has made our branch grow. 

So to you and your families all, we wish you every possible 
good thing 
That this Christmas and the New Year will surely bring, 
Filled with peace, love, joy and lots of festive cheer 
And look forward to another happy, successful and 
prosperous New Year. 

Merry Christmas and a wonderful New Year 
From the Staff and Board Toodyay & Districts Community 
Bank®

Come and see Santa in the branch on Saturday 21st December 
9.30 till 10.30am, welcome to bring your camera. 

THE inaugural Toodyay Car and Motorcycle 
Show was held on Sunday 10 November 2013 
and what a fantastic day it was for everyone 
involved. 
 What started out as an idea from Wayne 
Outen as a Toodyay Junior Football Club 
fundraiser became a huge event. We knew we 
would need an army of helpers so the Toodyay 
Car and Motorcycle Show committee decided 
to involve other local community groups and 
give them fundraising opportunities and to 
donate part of our proceeds to The Men’s 
Shed and beyondblue. The Men’s Shed agreed 
to come on board and became our dedicated 
marshalls and parking attendants. It was a 
huge job on a hot day and we are so glad they 
came to assist us. They are a fantastic cause 
which we felt very happy to support.
 The day wouldn’t have been possible 
without the help of sponsorship from Bendigo 
Bank Toodyay, IGA Toodyay, Op Shop, 
COVS Northam, S and R Scrap Metals, Shire 
of Toodyay, Shannons Insurance, Express 
Engines, Avon Machinery, Bygone Spares and 
Restoration, The Laughin’ Barrel and Noble 
Falls Tavern Restaurant. They have assisted 
the committee in creating an excellent tourist 
and car enthusiast event in the Avon Valley, 
which will only get bigger and better in years 

Toodyay Car and Motorcycle Show

to come. 
 From 7am the oval was abuzz with activity 
with our display stalls arriving. Many 
thanks to the stalls, Kim Read Motorcycles, 
Avon Valley Hampers and Gifts, Tin Signs 
Australia, America West Mustang, Shannons, 
On the Frog and Toad Café, Junior Rodders, 
Monster Slushie Truck and Bouncy Fun 
Castles. It was a warm day and everyone’s 

presence was really appreciated. Also, we’d 
like to send a big thank you to Kevin Hogg 
from Aquarius Freight for the donation 
of water for the bumper boats; I am sure 
the kids and the parents enjoyed the free 
amusement. We also need to thank DJ AL 
from Audio Techtronics, for his discounted 
service and Glen Young Photography for his 
free photography on the day. Photos will be 

available to purchase shortly.  
 By 10am the heat had turned itself up 
for the day but so did the crowd with great 
numbers at the local Toodyay Oval to check 
out the vehicles on display. This was the main 
attraction of the day – the beautiful cars and 
motorcycles that had entered for the event. 
The crowd was pleased to admire these 
vehicles up close and the owners were happy 
to chat. 
 Prizes and trophies were awarded to the 
car categories Best Holden, Best Ford, Best 
Chrysler, Best Ute/Pick Up, Best American, 
Best Import, Best Street Rod, Best Vintage 
and Best Individual Display. The motorcycles 
categories awarded were Best Harley, Best 
Cruiser, Best Street Bike and Best Vintage. All 
the winners received a trophy and a beautiful 
wine pack from The Laughin’ Barrel.
 Everyone who attended the Toodyay Car 
and Motorcycle Show has contributed to 
making this event a great success. We can 
guarantee the show will be back next year 
and we hope that this family-oriented, annual 
event on the Avon Valley tourist calendar will 
help benefit the many community groups that 
are involved.  
 We hope we will see you all next year at the 
Toodyay Car and Motorcycle Show.
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when and where they meet
AAFC 708 SQUADRON
Australian Air Force Cadets ages 12 ½ to 17, male and female  
Building J1, Northam Army Camp Grt Eastern Hwy.  Friday 
6:30-9:30pm during school term. 708squ@cadetnet.gov.au

AFRICAN DRUMMING
Thursdays (adults) 6 - 7.30pm at The Factory Baptist Church
All instruments provided. Enquiries: Heather on 9574 5463.

ARTS TOODYAY INC
Meets 1st Tuesday 8pm, The Old Police Station, Duke St Sth. 
Interested in arts/crafts workshops call Wendy 9574 4172 

AUSTRALIAN BREASTFEEDING ASSOCIATION
Breastfeeding information & company of mums. 2nd & 4th 
Tuesday, Salvation Army Support Centre, 3 Elizabeth Pl 
Northam 10am-noon. 3rd Tuesday at Toodyay Playgroup 12-
2pm. Call Louise for details 9574 0229

AUTUMN CLUB
Every Wednesday 1pm to 4pm Toodyay Sports Pavilion Contact 
Glenyce Bosnjak 9574 4587

AVONGROVE TAI CHI
Promoting Health Fitness & Relaxation Classes at CWA Hall 
Mondays & Thursdays 9:30am to 11:00am. New members 
receive two free intro classes Contact Peter Millar 0408 364 917

AVON VALLEY ADULT RIDING CLUB
Meets 4th Saturday (Feb - Nov) at Northam.
Contact Tina 0499 030 177

AVON VALLEY ENVIRONMENTAL SOC.
3rd Friday at Wheatbelt Natural Resource Management 
(WNRM) transportable, Dept of Agriculture and Food, York 
Road, approx 500m past Cunderdin turnoff, noon.

AVON VALLEY VINTAGE VEHICLE ASSOCIATION 
3rd Thursday 8pm at the old engineers quarters next to Northam 
Railway Museum Fitzgerald Street Northam Ph 9622 1192 

AVON WOODTURNERS GROUP
Meet every Sunday and Wednesday 9am-12 noon Wool Pavilion 
Toodyay Sports Ground 

BEJOORDING VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE BRIGADE
Meet at Bejoording Fire Shed, 3rd Tuesday 6pm

CHILD HEALTH IMMUNISATION CLINIC
For the next immunisation clinic please call Sheree on 9574 4577 
for details and book an appointment.

COONDLE NUNILE VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE BRIGADE
Meets 2nd Saturday from October to April, June and August, 5pm 
at Coondle Fire Shed.

COUNTRY WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION (CWA)
General meeting - 4th Thursday 1.30pm C.W.A. Hall. New 
Members very welcome. Hall bookings and enquiries contact 
Viv 9574 4871

CUBS, JOEYS  & SCOUTS (only during school term)
Youth Hall, Showgrounds, Cubs & Joeys 4.00pm - 5.30pm
Scouts, Thursday 6pm - 8.00pm Ph: 9574 2363

EARTH SOLUTIONS - AVON VALLEY
3rd Tuesday 6pm at PB Kirby Centre, cnr Gordon & Wellington 
Sts, Northam. New members welcome. Contact Caroline Barr 
on 9622 8043 or Belle Moore on 9622 5203 for information.

FIRST STEPS PLAYGROUP INC - TOODYAY 
MONTESSORI
Monday 9.30 - 11.30am Playgroup Room Community Resource 
Centre Enquiries call Felicity 9574 4254

FITNESS AND FUN FOR THE OVER 55’s
Wednesday 9am, Sports Pavillion.

IDA’S HIDEAWAY
Every Saturday 1-4pm Butterly House Call Ida Edwards 9574 
2858

JULIMAR VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE BRIGADE
Meets 3rd Saturday 5.30pm Julimar Fire Shed followed by BYO 
BBQ. Training Sunday following meeting 9am Julimar Fire 
Shed.

MOERLINA
Every Tuesday and Thursday Toodyay Sports Pavilion

MORANGUP PLAYGROUP
Morangup Community Hall, Lot 3 Wallaby Way, Morangup. 
Every Wednesday 9.30 to 11.30am (excluding public and school 
holidays). Emma Whately 9572 9376, Julie Slater 9572 9914 
or Chere Rothwell 9572 9298

MORANGUP VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE BRIGADE
Meets 3rd Wednesday at 7pm Saturday mornings 8am at 3 
Wallaby Way, Morangup new members welcome. Call Cheryl 
Mustchin 9572 9556

RAG BAGS QUILTING GROUP
1st, 3rd Wednesday, 10am CWA Hall

RSL TOODYAY SUB -BRANCH
1st Saturday February, April, May, July, September (AGM) 
& November  at 2pm at the Bowling Club. Contact John on 
9574 5681 

ST STEPHEN’S  MOTHERS’ UNION/GUILD
3rd Tuesday Anglican Hall, 2pm from March to November

SHIRE OF TOODYAY COUNCIL MEETING
3rd Tuesday Council Chambers 9am

SIMPLY MUSIC
Piano lessons for all ages Anglican Church Hall (next to Cola 
Cafe), Thursday afternoons and Friday mornings. Phone Jan 
0416 054 942.

SOCIAL TENNIS
Tuesday 8.30am ladies and senior men

TOODYAY 4WD CLUB
Meets 3rd Saturday, for location & time call Dave Isbill 9574 
4035 

TOODYAY BALLET SCHOOL
Classes in Classical, Jazz & Tap held at 507 Julimar Rd, 
new studio. Ages 4yrs to Adults, girls and boys 9574 4459 
Saturdays 9am-30pm (except school holidays)

TOODYAY CENTRAL VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE 
BRIGADE
4th Tuesday 7.30pm at the Toodyay Fire & Emergency Services 
Centre. Training 3rd Sunday

TOODYAY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY 
INC
Meets 3rd Monday Toodyay Club, 5.30pm. Contact Phil 
Perkins 9574 4810

TOODYAY/CLACKLINE KARATE CLUB
Wednesday 3.30-4pm, under 8, 4-5pm under 11, 5-6pm under 
14, 6-7.30pm seniors. Friday 3.30-4pm Peewees, 4-5pm 
juniors, 5-6pm intermediate, 6-7pm seniors at the Youth Hall

TOODYAY COMMUNITY RADIO 105.3fm
Meets 1st Tuesday 7-ish (or as soon as the coffee is ready) 
Phone 9574 4554 for this month’s venue. New members and 
volunteers to help run the station welcome

THE TOODYAY COMMUNITY SINGERS INC
Meet at CWA Hall, Stirling Terr at 7pm each Thursday night. 
Contact Margaret O’Sullivan 9574 2183 

TOODYAY COURTYARD MARKETS
Last Sunday of month. 9am - 3pm. 
Enquiries phone Trish 0466 285 164

TOODYAY DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL P & C
Every 3rd Wednesday (except school holidays) School 
Library 7pm

TOODYAY DISTRICTS HORSE & PONY CLUB
1st Sunday Feb-Nov Northam Equestrian Centre call Tanzi 
0427 859 493

TOODYAY FRIENDS OF THE RIVER 
3rd Sunday Duidgee Park (near Newcastle Bridge) 8am 
October to April and 9am May to September.  Enquiries  
9574 2578 

TOODYAY GARDEN CLUB (Inc) 
1st Thursday 10am call Peggy 9574 4534 for next club venue. 

TOODYAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
3rd Wednesday 7pm  Donegan’s Cottage

TOODYAY IRISH DANCING (Inc)
Fridays (except school holidays) 3.30-7pm Anglican Church 
Hall call Alison 0409 295 369

TOODYAY KINDERGYM
Kindergym Fridays (except school holidays) Toodyay 
Sports Pavilion call Claire Moore (President) 9574 4529

TOODYAY LIONS CLUB
1st & 3rd Tuesday Hotel Freemasons

TOODYAY MASONIC LODGE
3rd Friday (except Jan) Masonic Hall Fiennes St 7.30pm

TOODYAY MEN’S SHED (Inc)
Meets 6176 Toodyay Road Monday and Thursday mornings
8.30am – 12 Phone Fred 9574 5795

TOODYAY MINIATURE RAILWAY (Inc)
1st and 3rd Sunday commencing Easter Sunday. 
Enquiries 9574 4462

TOODYAY MOONDYNE FESTIVAL
Meets 2nd Monday 5.30pm Toodyay Club. New members 
always welcome Contact Jasmin 9574 4068 or email 
moondyncommittee@gmail.com

TOODYAY MUSIC CLUB INC
2nd Friday 7pm CWA Hall call Teddy or Spencer 9574 4492

TOODYAY NATURALISTS’ CLUB
Meets 3rd Saturday Venue found in the article under 
‘Environmental Matters. Enq to President 6364 3609, Vice 
President 9574 2578 or email info@toodyaynats.org.au. 
New members and visitors are made very welcome.

TOODYAY NEIGHBOURHOOD/RURAL WATCH
Enq 9574 9555 or Desraé 6364 3609

TOODYAY PLAYGROUP
Tuesdays & Thursdays 9.30-11.30am Playgroup Hall 
Community Centre contact Jane Arnold 0477 145 706

TOODYAY RATEPAYERS & RESIDENTS ASSOC (INC.)
General Meetings: venues and times, please contact Chris 
Ballam (Chairperson) 9594 3167 or email trrainc@gmail.
com

TOODYAY RED CROSS
2nd Monday February May August & November Anglican 
Hall 1.30pm

TOODYAY ROADWISE COMMITTEE
3rd Tuesday, Shire of Toodyay Works Depot, 10am. Further 
details: Max Heath 9574 2069

TOODYAY SPINNERS
Wednesdays and 3rd Saturdays from 9am in Parkers 
Cottage, Showgrounds. President: Gretta Sauta 9574 2868; 
Secretary: Ange Sturman 9574 2507

TOODYAY SWIMMING POOL ACTION COMM
Please contact Bethan Lloyd on 9574 5882 for details of 
meetings.

TOODYAY TOWN WALKS
Walk around our beautiful town. Monday & Friday (varies). 
Contact Prim on 9574 2490

TOODYAY TOY LIBRARY
Tuesday 9.30-11.30am Toodyay Community Centre next to 
Toodyay Playgroup. Contact Moni Thornton 0437 655 901 

TOODYAY VOLUNTEER FIRE AND RESCUE
1st Monday Fire Station 7.30pm

UNITING CHURCH 
10am St Stephen’s Church, Toodyay

YOGA
Friday 9am, Monday 6pm Toodyay Community Resource 
Centre 9574 4184

YES - YOU DO HAVE THE 
CHOICE OF SETTLEMENT AGENT 

WHEN BUYING
OR SELLING REAL ESTATE

Phone: 9574 4320        Fax: 9574 5014
P.O. Box 827 TOODYAY 6566

An Independent Real Estate
Settlement Agent

SITUATION VACANT
Kitchen Assistant

Toodyay District High School

Part-ti me Casual positi on

8.30am to 2pm 
3 days/week during School Terms 

Experience and relevant 
qualifi cati ons preferred. 

Email resumé to
pandc@toodyaydhs.com.au. 

Must be able to smile under 
pressure, and be pleasant 

to students at all ti mes.

Walk amongst “Free Range Emus” 
in natural bushland

• Guided Tours 
• Emu Products Shop  
• Dining Area
• Tea and Coffee
• Ice Cream and Cool Drinks
• Toilets
• Ample Parking 

Coach and School  Groups by Appointment

Open Daily 10AM – 4PM
Phone 9574 1415

TOODYAY 
EMU FARM
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Kristee Jolly

AFTER months  of  rehearsals ,  the 
Theatre Group is proud to announce its 
production ‘Uncle Jack’ was a huge success. 
Congratulations to all cast in this production; 
all of your hard work definitely paid off. 
Huge thanks go out to Makit Hardware for 
ticket sales and to all the behind the scenes 
crew members who have been helping out 
since day dot.
 On behalf of the cast and crew of ‘Uncle 
Jack’, we would like to congratulate and 
thank our first time director, Hannah Welburn, 
on a very successful production. Although 
Hannah had a few stressful moments, she 
was great fun to work with and with the 
guidance of Bozzy, she has the makings of 
a great director. If Hannah doesn’t miss the 
limelight of the stage too much, we would 
love to see her back in the director’s seat 
again.
 If you missed out on this wonderful 
performance, don’t stress! Jump online to 
the Toodyay Theatre Group Facebook page 
to check out all of the best images from both 
performance nights.
Toodyay Theatre Group Annual Awards 
Night 
 The Toodyay Theatre Group is rolling 
out the red carpet again for the 2nd Annual 
Toodyay Theatre Group Awards Night. This 
event is open to the public and we would like 
to welcome all supporters and members of 
the Theatre Group to join us.
 This prestogious awards event is to be held 
on Saturday 18 January 2014 from 6.30pm 

Cast of ‘Uncle Jack’.

Lights, Camera, Action!
Toodyay Theatre Group

onwards at the Toodyay Memorial Hall.
 Please keep an eye out for further advising 
as tickets will be on sale soon! If you wish 
to express your interest in this event, please 
call President David Mitchell on 0400 283 
425 and we will make sure a ticket is held 
for you!
Annual General Meeting
Wednesday 29 January 2014 6.30pm 
onwards, Toodyay Memorial Hall. Entry is 
via Charcoal Lane.
 The Toodyay Theatre Group invites all 
members, past and present, as well as 
members of the community to attend our 
AGM on Wednesday 29 January. If you have 
an interest in amateur theatre and would like 
to know more about the theatre group, please 
contact David Mitchell on 0400 283 425 or 
Liz Boston on 0428 742 349.
Quiz Night 
Yes, you read that right; the Toodyay Theatre 
Group is hosting their first ever Quiz Night. 
But this is not just any old Quiz Night; it’s 
one with a theatrical twist! 
 Saturday 15 February 2014. Doors open 
at 6pm. Quiz commences at 6.30pm at the 
Toodyay Memorial Hall. $10/person – Tables 
of 10. Tickets are available from Makit. 
Strictly NO BYO Alcohol. Bar facilities 
available on the night. BYO Nibbles.
 Come along for an evening of surprises, 
laughs, performances and maybe a few 
questions or two. Tickets will be on sale very 
soon from Makit Hardware. With limited 
tickets available, you will need to get in 
quickly.

From the desk of The Badger

FINALLY our group seems to be slowing down 
for the year. Many of our members are busy 
working to bring in the harvests, and many 
are also volunteers in the Bush Fire Brigade, 
where activities and events are hotting up. It’s 
understandable that a night at home becomes 
more attractive for some. Nevertheless, 
there’s always a hard core of members who 
keep the group going and manage to share the 
neighbourhood news.
 One night did bring out the crowds, however. 
Our annual Halloween night at the end of 
October is a chance for big people to behave 
like little people, and for the real little people to 
have fun watching the big people make fools of 
themselves. It’s a night of family games, brain 
teasers and fancy dress with small prizes for 
all, and a prize for the family that wins most 
games on the night (congratulations to Kim 
and Darb Leonhardt for that one!)
 Like the rest of Australia we also had a 
special gathering for Melbourne Cup day. 
More food than we could possibly eat, 
numerous sweepstakes, and a rowdy time.
 We have an event every month and it’s 

these occasions that help bring a community 
together. On 18 December we have our annual 
Christmas party with a visit from Santa, and 

on Boxing Day the crowds will gather for 
the Annual Mud Football Game at the home 
of Marc Bodium and Linda Veldtman. Both 
events are guaranteed to be great fun for young 
and old alike.
 In January we take a break. Our first meeting 
next year will be on Wednesday 5 February 
which will also be our annual Hamburger 
Night.
 The Badger wishes everyone a happy and 
safe Christmas, and a prosperous and healthy 
2014.
 Your monthly reminder! We meet every 
Wednesday evening (except in January) at the 
Bejoording Community Centre which shares 
premises with the local Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade in Bejoording Road. Come along from 
6pm, and leave when it suits you. It’s strictly 
‘come as you are’ casual, kids are welcome, 
and there are fun events every month. If you 
aren’t yet a member, come along, we’d love 
to get to know you. If you want to know more 
you can contact President Barry Grey on 9574 
2149, or call The Badger on 0414 250 484. 
Hope to see you soon!

Bejoording ladies celebrate Melbourne Cup

Bejoording 
Community Group

Ida’s Hideaway
Greasy Sleeve

IT’S that time of the year again so here’s 
wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year.
 It’s a bit of a change, this month, for we only 
have two birthdays to celebrate: Teena Short 
on the 4th  and Ray Edwards on the 8th. We 
wish you both a happy birthday.
 We will see you all at the street stall on 6 
December.
 I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
all of our volunteers and supporters for their 
efforts over the year. Without their help we 
would not have survived. Thanks a million.

Live every day as if it is your last; one day 
you will be right.

FOR SALE
CUT price Razors (New) Gillette Mach 3 
cartridges $9 for 4. Ph: 9574 4030
CASH paid for aluminium cans, steel, brass, 
copper, old car bodies, etc. Lot 10 Tannin 
Place, Industrial Extracts, Northam Road. 
Ph 9574 2987 or 0438 412 324
FIREWOOD Quality dry split Jarrah 
available for pick up from Industrial Extracts, 
10 Tannin Place. Phone Charlie or Marion 
9574 2987 or 0438 412 324 or 0439 429 987
GARDEN Mulch, 8x4x4 straw bales. $70 
pick up, delivery extra. Ph 9572 9066
BARBECUE - Billabong 2 Burner Webber 
with stand, as new. $120.00. Phone Marion 
9574 2987 or 0439 842 987
MOTOR VEHICLES & MACHINERY
DEUTZ D6006 model air cooled 60Hp 
tractor, 3pt linkage remotes 18.4-30 tyres rear 
in going condition suit HOBBY FARMER. 
$5000ono. Ph 0428 464 723 or 0429 080 187
FORD Falcon RTV, ute auto, 128,000km, 
many extras. $12,500. Ph 0405 450 124

GARAGE SALES
GOOMALLING Sunday 8 December from 
9am to 1pm, house clearance, fridge, clothes, 
dryer, microwave, books, furniture, tools 
BBQ, TV, exercise bike, house hold items 
and bric-a-brac. 75 James St, Goomalling

SITUATIONS VACANT
Kitchen Assistant at Toodyay District 
High School, Part-time Casual position, 
8.30am to 2pm 3 days a week during 
School Terms. Experience and relevant 
qualifications preferred. Email resume to 
pandc @ toodyaydhs.com.au. Must be able 
to smile under pressure, and be pleasant to 
students at all times

REAL ESTATE
31 TELEGRAPH Road, Toodyay. Located 
on a large 974m2 block, this 3x1 family 
home is very close to sporting facilities 
and day care centre, and walking distance 
from the school and centre of town. With 
fresh paint though-out, the kitchen has new 
flooring and new electric stove. Enjoy views 
of the Toodyay hills from the backyard. 
$255,000 Ph 0433 568 532
4 JUBILEE Street, Toodyay. Great example 
of a traditional 1900s brick and iron cottage, 
with 4 rooms and lean-to at the rear, this 
house is looking for a renovator! If that isn’t 
you, the property has been competitively 
priced at land value only. Close to sporting 
facilities and day care centre, and walking 
distance from the school and centre of town. 
$110,000. Ph 0433 568 532

HOUSE / HOLIDAY RENTALS
LEEMAN: Reverse cycle air conditioning, 
two bathrooms, accommodates nine people, 
BBQ, microwave, TV/DVD, 100m from 
beach. Ph Brian or Jeannette for information 
on 9574 5087 or 0427 446 439
SHORT Term Rental / Holiday Accomm. 
Sleep 6. Fully equipped house, lovely 
gardens, privacy and views. Ph 0438 742 211
3x1 HOUSE for rent $270 p/w 3.5 km from 
town air conditioner and wood fire. Ph 9574 
4772 or 0402 345 187
MOORE RIVER: Small two bedroom house. 
Ideal family getaway. Recently renovated. 
Sleeps six. Satellite TV, DVD, reverse cycle 
aircon, BBQ. Available school hols and 
Christmas. Email holidayhouse@ctemail.
net.au for further details

AGISTMENT
Agistment available. 20 acres fenced within 
9 kms Toodyay. Enquiries faraway@westnet.
com.au

classifieds
Anniversaries

December
Paul & Jo Sutton

January
Denley & Jeanette Jones
Dawn & Garry Fitzgerald
Charles & Elaine Danger

Greg & Jill Orgles
Fred & Shirley Hacking

Birthdays
December
 Kieran Connor Melanie Pree
 Hannah Welburn Jill Orgles
 Emily Panizza Sean McDermott
 Susan Calyum Corey Higgins
 Megan Smart Ray Edwards
 Jake Connor Samantha Connor
 Peter Robinson Brenton Chrimes
 Frank Taylor Jessica Wade
 Anthea Ferguson Gary Rowlands
 Racel Sloper Ivy Adams
 Billie Dodemaide Helen McKenzie
 Freda Richardson Sandy Mijota
 Conrad Allum  Terry Turner
January
 Chris Robinson Brook Chrimes 
 Elaine Danger  Justin Huggett
 Nicole Hide Bonnie Glossop
 Mena Chapman Shirl Banks

Brayden King
Christmas Services

St John the Baptist Catholic Church
 Christmas Eve  Parish Mass 8pm
 Christmas Day  Friars Mass  8am

All welcome - either or both.
Thank You

WILSON, Myles
Phil, Sue, Fliss and Nat would like to thank 
everyone so much for the unbelievable 
support, help, love, messages, flowers and 
cards we received on the passing of Myles.
 Thank you also to the many people who 
came to farewell our dear son and brother. 
Myles would have been so honoured to know 
that you all cared.
 Thank you.
Fire Fighters
Thank you to all those who attended the fire 
in Bejoording on Sunday 13 October.
 Your help was very much needed and 
appreciated.

public notices

Toodyay 
Agricultural Society
Melinda Lucas

THE Toodyay Agricultural Society would 
like to thank all the Stewards who came 
to the meeting last month. Also, we would 
like to request that all remaining changes to 
classes in the Show Schedule be in to the 
Brewbakers by Christmas. That would be 
greatly appreciated.
 The Annual General Meeting for the 
Agricultural Society will be held on Monday 
10 February 2014. All newcomers welcome 
to attend.
 The Society would like to send our get well 
wishes to our Treasurer, Tracey Salmond, 
and hope she recovers quickly from her 
operation. 
 Lastly, we want to wish everyone a Merry 
Christmas and a happy and safe New Year 
in 2014. We will be here to do it all again for 
the 161st Show next year. See you there!

Ol’ Blind Joe’s 
Hearing Aid

Stirling Hamilton

A DANGEROUS, yet seductive cult has 
been spreading through the wheatbelt.  Its 
acolytes fervently believe that when God 
wishes to speak to mankind he manifests 
himself through the medium of electricity, 
six strings and a set of drums. The popularity 
of this sect has grown exponentially. I 
recently witnessed a large congregation of 
its disciples chanting and dancing wildly in 
the hamlet of Bridgetown. Its presence in 
Toodyay has been intermittent as the forces 
of good have hunted down its parishioners 
and impounded their wagons when they have 
been found to have been drinking too much 
the sacred ale.

It has come to my attention that they have set 
up a chapter in Toodyay. For anyone in the 
vicinity this Friday night, we have a serious 
music alert. In a sinister deal between the 
publican of the Victoria Hotel and several 
of the principal exponents of this cult, the 
DNA Cowboys, The Wheels, The Skitters, 
and the songstress, Tahlia, will be cavorting 
and whatnot at the drinking gallery on the 6 
of December. These guys and gals will be 
rocking the joint and we’re worried about 
the brickwork. If enough people turn up I’m 
sure we could save the building, although, 
some of the bands are so hot there could be 
isolated cases of spontaneous combustion. 
You’ve been warned, no court cases will be 
entered into.
“Just like fire would I burn up”  The Saints.

Toodyay frontman, Eddie Johnson, and The 
Skitters at the Vic


