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Toodyay Picnic Races

Contestants wait in anticipation for their event at the Toodyay Picnic Races. Another great day for locals and visitors to Toodyay

ON 14 October ground was finally broken 
for the Shire of Toodyay’s new Sports and 
Recreation facilities. This long awaited and 
star studded event is the culmination of 
much behind the scenes work to secure a 14 
hectare site adjacent to the Toodyay District 
High School as the home of Toodyay’s future 
sporting facilities.
 The ceremony opened with a rendition 
of Advance Australia Fair by the Toodyay 
Community Singers then a welcome speech by 
the soon to retire Shire President, Kevin Hogg, 
which outlined the history of this project and 
recalled Toodyay’s unusual position as a 
town that did not put aside land for sport and 
recreation at its founding. 
 Cr Hogg said, “The support of the State 
Government has been crucial. [and] … look 
forward to the State Government’s ongoing 
support and participation…” 
 The Hon. Brendon Grylls MLA then talked 
about Toodyay, its place in the Avon Valley 
and his hopes that the State Government would 
be able to assist Toodyay with development 
of the site. The controversy surrounding the 
Avonlink got a mention with the member 
reaffirming his intention to represent the 
interests of country people, but also pointing 
out that any future restructured service would 
need the patronage to justify its existence in 
times when belts are being severely tightened.
 The ceremony then moved on to the physical 
groundbreaking, with the Hon Brendon Grylls 
MLA wielding the shovel (Shire workers 
having loosened it up a bit when they were up 

New Sport Centre Paves Way for Pool
there setting up for the ceremony.) Our local 
Member for Moore, the Hon Shane Love MLA 
also had a turn on the shovel with Hon Paul 
Brown MLC giving running commentary. 
Jenifer Collins was also there representing 
the Department of Sport and Recreation, 
with Mr Bill Carmody and Mr Ian Wallace,  
from Ironbridge Holdings (the vendors), and 

Principal Timothy Martin from Toodyay 
District High School, as well as many of the 
community who have awaited and worked 
towards this day for many years.
 Looking back at old maps, it can be seen 

that the Showground is actually a number of 
lots, mostly freehold, given to the Shire by 
various benefactors over the years. It is hardly 
surprising that that it can no longer cater to 
the town’s sport and recreation needs. While 
a swimming pool is the first thing on people’s 
minds when looking at the new site, proper 
planning is the first cab off the rank as we only 

get one shot at 
this. The money 
from DSR that 
has been held 
over for change 
rooms means 
they are most 
l ike ly  go ing 
to be the first 
thing built so 
they can service 
all the future 
development. 
S o  a  b i t  o f 
patience is still 
required.
 In  the 
past one of the 
major obstacles 
to construction 
of a swimming 
pool has always 

been the lack of a viable site.  Though a 
swimming pool may take a while before being 
built, this is another first step along the way 
to making a swimming pool for Toodyay a 
reality.

Breaking ground:  Shane Love MLA takes a turn at the shovel with (l-r) 
Crs Rosemary Madasci, David Dow, Bethan Lloyd, Shire CEO Stan Smith, 
Brendon Grills MLA, Paul Brown MLC, Crs Kevin Hogg, Sally Craddock,  

Andrew McCann and Paula Greenway

Time Running Out 
to Save AvonLink 

from Axe
Michael Sinclair-Jones

LOCAL WA Nationals MPs appear to be 
running out of time in their bid to avert State 
Government closure of Toodyay’s AvonLink 
rail service on December 30.
 Although Central Wheatbelt MP, Mia 
Davies has sponsored a petition to State 
Parliament, the Party is still weeks away from 
sending a formal proposal to Government for 
a more viable rail service using Royalties for 
Regions funds.
 Toodyay Shire Council CEO, Stan Scott, 
said WA Nationals Leader, Brendon Grylls, 
“didn’t seem hopeful” about saving the 
AvonLink rail service when he visited 
Toodyay recently in his role as Regional 
Development Minister.
 Mr Scott said he had written to Premier 
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toodyayherald@westnet.com.au.  Website: toodyayherald.com.au

is a community paper and as such welcomes contributions of letters, articles and 
photographs from all members of the community. Contributions via email or on flash 

drive are appreciated. There is no charge for articles which appear in the paper.
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DISTRIBUTION
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available at the roadhouses and businesses in Toodyay, the Northam and York Tourist 
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Newsagency. Online at www.toodyayherald.com.au

The Toodyay Herald is printed by

THANK YOU
Thank you to the volunteers who helped with the Toodyay Herald: Michael 
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  The Toodyay Herald accepts no responsibility or liability in relation to any loss due to the failure of an advertisement 
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COPYRIGHT
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RATES

$3.50 (inc. GST) per column cm (NB 
Column width is 61.5mm)
Full Page: Mono -  $560; Colour - $611.50.
Setup size: 260mm wide by 400mm deep.
Half Page:Mono - $280; Colour - $331.50.
Setup size: 260mm wide by 195mm deep.
Quarter Page:Mono - $140; Col. - $191.50.
Setup size: 127.5mm wide by 195mm deep.
Page Nomination Loading: Front page - 
100%, Back page - 50%, Centre pages / Page 
3 - 25%, other pages - 10% (based on mono 
price and inc. GST)
Colour advertisements of a size not listed 
above incur a $51.50 surcharge with the 
exception of the Trades and Services section. 
A one-off setup fee (artwork fee) will be 
charged for advertisements which are not 
print ready. Advertisers, please supply 

ADVERTISING
postal address for accounting purposes and 
the number of issues in which you would 
like your advertisement to be included. 
Accounts are issued every month with 
payment required within 30 days. Payment 
may be made by post, EFT transfer or at the 
Herald offices.

Trades and Services
Single advertisement in colour (including 
initial artwork): $22.
Setup size: 61.5mm x 60mm deep.
Double advertisement in colour (including 
initial artwork): $44.
Setup size: 127.5mm x 60mm deep

Classified Advertisements
$5.50 for 20 words; $2.20 per subsequent 
20 lines.
Payment must be submitted on placement.

Stirling Hamilton

IT appears that the Herald has copped 
criticism for not covering the news in a 
suitably wide-ranging manner. I thought, 
I’ll fix that, and where better to start than at 
the range, the firing range, so I might toss a 
few grenades around. Like the army does. 
 It seems the army decided to conduct an 
explosives’ exercise over east recently, on a 
dry and windy day, whilst fires were already 
burning elsewhere. You and I aren’t allowed 
to use a grinder on such days but they 
thought it would be alright to wander out into 
the paddock and detonate some ordinance. 
The problem is you can’t send fire-fighters 
or fire trucks into a live firing range or put 
aircraft above or into close proximity to 
assist in water bombing. So subsequently 
the devastating State Mine fire burnt through 
more than 46,000 hectares and destroyed 
three homes and seven outbuildings.
 What I found galling was the media’s 
craven narrative that ‘thou shall not criticise 
the military’, under any circumstances, ever. 
The bloke on the telly said (and I kid you 
not), “Perhaps it was less than wise.” No! 
That’s insipid drivel. It was dumb, stupid 
and criminally negligent. An 11-year-old 
who was playing with matches started one 
of the other fires and the media wanted to 
nail his head to the floor. No one, it seems, 
is allowed to disparage the brave lads who 
deliver our foreign policy even when they 
blow up the wrong country. Their own. Why 
weren’t they out there helping to fight the 
fires instead of starting bigger ones.
 A mate of mine is a ‘head noise’ on a mine 
site and he was telling me about some of the 
stupid things he has to put up with. If you 
get a flat tyre on your ute, not only do you 
have to put out the witches hats and activate 
your flashing lights but you also have to ring 
up and wait until you’ve got a second bloke 
there before you can change it. When you 
park underground you’ve got to angle park 
into and make contact with the wall, put the 
handbrake on, leave it in gear and then get 
out and chock the wheels. It’s only going to 
get worse. Every month the blokes have to 
nominate a safety problem they’ve spotted. 
It’s compulsory. No problem? Invent one.
 It seems to me that most of our large 
organisations, the insurance companies, 
the mines, and the buffoons in Parliament 
have lost the plot and are tied up in knots 
suffering from an overdose of Occupational 
Health and Safety. Terminal inertia has 
spread through their ranks, and having 
abandoned common sense they bumble 
and stumble and mumble that it could 
be worse. Fix it folks. Stop blaming the 
working man for the productivity issues 

we face when it’s the government’s and 
the companies’ business models which are 
responsible for the most egregious waste of 
our time and effort. The unions could help 
too. Stop inventing ridiculous safety issues 
just to make yourselves appear useful. Real 
concerns are fine.
 Here’s something real. Have you noticed 
that nearly every state in Australia is making 
a big song and dance about the bikies and 
introducing legislation that prohibits the 
association, either personal or business-
wise of any group of people that they damn 
well like? Hey folks, that’s you and me. 
The proposed laws don’t mention bikies. 
Any group of three or more people can be 
told they can’t see or talk to or even phone 
each other ever again even if there are 
work commitments, real estate or romantic 
entanglements. As well as that, if you can’t 
prove exactly how you got your property 
then they can just take it. These sorts of laws 
have been trotted out before in history and 
they never ended in laughter.
 Someone must have dug up Bjelke Peterson 
and it stinks. These guys seem determined to 
deny us the most cherished and fundamental 
part of our shared humanity. Our friends. 
Our family. Our tribe. Sure, some folks 
will think, oh, it’s only the bikies. Apart 
from the fact that such an opinion reeks of 
sanctimonious hubris, the question remains, 
who’s next? Will it be the environmental 
movement? Will ‘Men of the Trees’ be 
banned from free association and planting 
trees. Or will Fremantle supporters be hunted 
down and held in solitary. You see, that’s the 
problem. No one knows. Once you’ve got 
these laws on the books, folks will live at 
the whim and fancy of whomever the Lord 
of the land is that day and, of course, those 
corporations that his ‘Lordship’ is willing to 
service to replenish his treasury.
 Law Council president, Glenn Ferguson, 
said the fight against organised crime was 
important but legislation should not diminish 
the rights and freedoms of the Australian 
people and turn traditional notions of 
criminal justice on their head. Damn right.
 On a brighter note, the State Government 
has introduced its long-awaited local 
government legislation to Parliament, but 
has not gone ahead with its plans to scrap 
the provisions allowing ratepayers to veto 
council mergers. The Dadour provisions 
remain on the books for now. So far, so good. 
Also I’d like to congratulate the successful 
candidates in the recent council elections 
and extend a warm welcome to the new 
proprietors of the Post Office.
 ‘Hell! there ain’t no rules around here! We 
are tryin’ to accomplish somep’n!’ ~Albert 
Einstein.

Ol’ Blind Joe
The Firing Range
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DEAN BUTLER

NORTHAM, Toodyay and York businesses 
were the winners in the Avon Valley 
Regional Small Business Awards held at 
a gala presentation and dinner function at 
the Northam Recreation Centre on Friday 
18 October.
 There were three tiers of Awards – firstly 
the categories of the Avon Valley Regional 
Awards with the winners of these awards 
now going on to compete against other 
regional winners in the state awards.
 These awards comprised:

• 2013 Best Home Based Business of the 
Year – sponsored by the Small Business 
Development Corporation. Winner: 
Avon Events And Marketing – York;

• 2013 Retail Business of the Year 
– sponsored by Serco Immigration 
Services. Winner: Toodyay Growers 
Market – Toodyay;

• 2013 Best Hospitali ty/Tourism 

Business of the Year – sponsored by 
Radio West. Winner: Avon Spice Café 
– Northam;

• 2013 Best Service Business of the Year 
– sponsored by the Avon Industrial 
Park Advisory Board. Winner: Zig 
Zags Hair Salon – York

• 2013 Best Professional Business of 
the Year – sponsored by the Avon 
Community Development Foundation. 
Winner: Bob Davey Real Estate – 
Northam

•  2013 Customer Service Award Winners 
– these awards were nominated by the 
public:

• Northam - Jayanthi Suppaya – Avon 
Spice Café 

• Toodyay – Sandy Smith – Toodyay 
Hair Salon

• York – Lisa Raven – Zig Zags Hair 
Salon

 The 2013 Best Northam Business of the 
Year – Avon Spice Café sponsored by CY 
O’Connor Institute, the 2013 Best Toodyay 
Business  of the Year – Toodyay Growers 
Market sponsored by the Toodyay and 
Districts Community Financial Services 
Ltd and the 2013 Best York Business of the 
Year was York Dental Surgery sponsored 
by the Shire of York. The Best Avon Valley 
Business Winner of the Year for 2013 
was Bob Davey Real Estate sponsored by 
Heartlands, Western Australia.
 This year there were nine business 
categories and three customer service 
awards open to nominees and each 
category winner received a certificate and 
a custom designed trophy.
 Paul Tomlinson, the President of 
the Northam Chamber of Commerce, 
said, “The standard of submission was 
extremely high, with finalists being the 
crème de la crème of the Avon Valley 
covering a diverse range of business and 
industries from across the region.
 “We are so excited for all these businesses 
operating within the Avon Valley to 
be recognised and awarded for their 
achievements,” said Tomlinson. “It is 
great that some of our winners are able to 
go further and compete against the state’s 
best in the Small Business Development 
Corporation’s State Awards.”

Small Business 
Winners: Avon 
Valley Region

Adele Luke, Toodyay Growers’ Market




































Landfill Fight Heats 
Up: EPA Overrules 

Objections
Michael Sinclair-Jones

OPPONENTS of a planned 3 million-tonne 
Perth garbage tip 14 km south of Toodyay 
have lodged new appeals against a WA 
Environmental Protection Authority decision 
not to assess it for potential groundwater 
contamination risk.
 They say the 30ha Chitty Road site lies 
between Jimperding Brook and a massive 
water recharge area in the seismic zone 
linked to the devastating 1968 Meckering 
Earthquake that measured 6.9 on the Richter 
Scale and destroyed the town. 
 The proposed garbage tip for ‘putrescible’ 
waste has State Administrative Tribunal 
(SAT) approval, subject to further bore 
testing to ensure a two-metre gap between 
the tip liner and the underlying water table, 
although objectors state Opalvale’s report 
shows the pit is within the groundwater.
 The applicant, Opal Vale Pty Ltd, is 
understood to have applied for a Works 
Approval Licence from the WA Department 
of Environment and Regulation, which is 
awaiting the outcome of the bore tests, due 
next month.
 Severa l  ob jec to r s ,  i nc lud ing  an 
environmental scientist from Toodyay, 
have appealed against the EPA’s refusal to 
intervene, citing groundwater contamination 
fears in a known earthquake zone.
 A petition signed by 4,324 people calling 
for a Parliamentary inquiry into metropolitan 
waste management was tabled in the Upper 
House last month and is now before the 
Legislative Council’s Environment and 
Public Affairs Committee.
 However, local WA Nationals MP, Paul 
Brown, said it was unlikely the Committee 
would decide before next Easter on whether 
an inquiry should be held, after which further 
public submissions would need to be called.
 Mr Brown said that, as a last resort, 
local WA Nationals MPs could ask State 
Environment Minister Albert Jacob (Liberal, 
Ocean Reef) to call on State Cabinet to 
reconsider any decision to allow Perth 
garbage to be dumped in Toodyay.

Colin Barnett, Transport Minister, Troy 
Buswell, Tourism Minister, Liza Harvey, 
and Health Minister, Kim Hames, who had 
all responded with “the same party line” that 
the rail service would close.
 He said he understood the WA Public 
Transport Authority had begun planning new 
configurations at Toodyay Station to enable 
wheelchair access for replacement buses, 
which the PTA says will run twice daily to 
Midland.
 However, local WA Nationals MP Shane 
Love was more upbeat, saying he hoped 
a submission to Government to retain the 
AvonLink would be endorsed by his Party 
Room colleagues before Christmas, possibly 
in December.
 “We’re trying to turn the ship around, and 
it takes time,” the Member for Moore said. 
“We see the AvonLink as a ‘lead asset’ for 
local community growth and tourism in what 
is a great area to live and visit.”
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Continued on Page 5

Community update – Opal Vale 
Landfill
THE PETITION REGARDING disposal 
of metropolitan waste in rural areas was 
presented to the Hon Paul Brown MLC, 
(Member for the Agricultural Region) on 
the steps of Parliament House on 22 October 
and tabled by Paul in the Legislative Council 
that afternoon. 
 The petition attracted over 4300 signatures 
from across the Avon and Hills region and 
from Perth metro – a great result. A small 
delegation representing Toodyay and York 
attended the presentation. The Hon Paul 
Brown MLC and Mr Shane Love, MLA and 
other Nationals are backing this combined 
campaign for Toodyay and York. Our 
delegation also met with the Hon Brendon 
Grylls MLA (Leader of the National Party 
of Australia – WA) who advised the landfill 
issue had been raised in Cabinet. The Hon. 
Chris Tallentire (Shadow Environment 
Minister) is also supporting our campaign 
and it is our understanding he will be raising 
the landfill issue in the Legislative Assembly 
in the near future.
 Further information, media release, news 
articles and GWN TV coverage of the event 
have been posted on the Avon and Hills 
Environmental Protection Group’s facebook 
page and are also online. 
 A big thank you to all in Toodyay who 
supported the petition – individuals, groups 
and local businesses. This is a real community 
effort with a successful outcome. Thank you 
also to those Toodyay community members 
who were able to attend Parliament House, 
travelling down on the day to join our 
delegation.
 Finally, both Toodyay and York are locked 

THIS LETTER IS an expression of 
disappointment with the lack of parking in 
the vicinity of the Toodyay Show Grounds. 
This year was the first time in over 60 years 
that I did not attend the Toodyay Show 
despite the love I hold for this town. The 
parking situation in 2012 for the show was 
our main reason and from what I understand 
deterred others also from attending this year.
 Last year we did a drive around the roads 
close to the show grounds but were waved 
away by parking attendants. We finally drove 
to the one above the exhibition hall but were 
also waved away from that one also despite it 
being far from full. Knowing a back way into 
that area I immediately took it and as I pulled 
into a parking spot an attendant came running 
and announced that I couldn’t park there 
which obviously I had. She was concerned 
that my car might not be in far enough to 
save it from being hit and I responded that 
if somebody hit my car where it was, they 
would have to be a bad driver.
 I then asked the parking attendant why 
cars were only parked on one side of each 
lane way and she seemed surprised at my 
question. Apparently nobody had advised her 
that the standard practice every other year 
was to use both sides. After this she must 
have advised the other attendant and when 
we returned to our car later we discovered 
other cars had been allowed in but parked 
lengthwise rather than angle parked which 
had they of been allowed to, would have 
taken far less space.
 The day after this year’s show a group of 
Toodyay women were discussing the parking 
situation and how far the NO PARKING 
signs extended from the showgrounds. For 
old folk, getting there too late to park in the 
close parking areas, they chose to return 
home rather than to stay. Others claimed 
that many had obtained parking infringement 
notices left on their car windscreens.
 I am aware that one can park one’s cars 
over in the town and catch a shuttle service 
bus to or from the show grounds for a gold 
coin donation however the elderly like to be 
able to leave when they are ready and not 
have to wait around.
 I’m not sure what the answer is but unless 
a solution to the lack of parking is remedied, 
Toodyay may lose some of its patronage and 
I doubt that parking infringement fines will 
help to allay the situation.
 Yours sincerely

Doris M Martin

I HAVE BEEN a resident of Toodyay for 
a few years now and have always read the 
Toodyay Herald from cover to cover in 
search of community news, events as well 
as a sense of community belonging.
 However, I have finally come to the 
conclusion that the Herald is NOT a 
newspaper, but rather a newsletter.
 Many times I have noticed a disappointing 
lack of news about events that can or could 
affect the community.
 As an example, recently we of Toodyay 
discovered that there is a planned Waste 
Transfer Station being planned at a yet 
to be revealed location 15km west of 
Toodyay. This bit of news resulted in a lot of 
disappointment and anger for me because I 
discovered that the shire knew about it some 
time ago, and were just being philosophical 
about it, all while the wider community 
didn’t have a clue. Now it’s possibly too late, 
and that is so sad.
 This development will result in the increase 
of heavy truck traffic to a figure I believe of 
about 160 trucks a day.
 I asked myself, is this really true? How 
could this happen without an indignant 
outcry from the Toodyay community.
 The answer is, the large majority of us 
didn’t know about it. How could we not 
know? Don’t we have a newspaper here? 
Yes we do, but the paper didn’t think it was 
worthwhile to put on the front page. Instead 
this edition’s front page of our newspaper had 
a silly little topical issue about a consolation 
award in the Tidy Towns scheme.
 I know that some people would find the 
Tidy Towns award as noteworthy, but it took 
up the whole front page, and there are more 
important events that should be there.
 Nobody expects the Herald to be a 
Washington Post, but it could try a little 
harder to at least pretend to be a newspaper 
and keep us informed of actual local news 
and at the same time keep the small town 
newsletter feel about it.
 Can’t we have a compromise and progress 
with the times, it’s time you grew up and 
kept pace with expectations of a modern 
community.

Neil Williamson

I have no qualms in admitting that, at 
the moment, The Toodyay Herald is, in 
practice, a newsletter, not a full-blown 
newspaper. This is because most of the 
articles in the paper are written by the 

A huge thank you to neighbours! 
TOO OFTEN IN a fast-paced world, in the 
scrabble to deal with daily demands, we don’t 
allow time to be good neighbours, but in the 
Avon Valley and ‘Hills’, neighbourliness is 
alive and well.
 In the last 15 months both the York and 
Toodyay communities have been dealing 
with landfill applications which have 
caused consternation in our communities. 
The science showed the fatal flaws of the 
site locations, yet to be heard ‘down the 
hill’ became a monumental battle. After six 
months of Toodyay fighting alone I reached 
out to neighbouring communities, first 
through an invitation from Robyn and Kay 
Davies. local York farmers, then an invitation 
to speak on the geography by Roma Patton 
to the Avon Valley Residents Association 
and lastly, by building a network with 
neighbouring communities. Alice Bernal 
came on board and took up the legislative 
petition which allowed me to focus on 
site issues and together we organised the 
Toodyay landfill meeting with assistance 
from Kay and Robyn.
 On Tuesday 22 October the petition with 
approximately 4500 signatures was given to 
Paul Brown of the Legislative Council to call 
for an investigation against the transportation 
of metropolitan waste to the rural areas and 
for a single, rigorously monitored landfill 
site in a location that does not have the fatal 
flaws of our sites to receive what remains 
from strong waste minimisation action. 
 Thank you to the Hon Paul Brown MLC 
and Mr Shane Love MLA of the National 
Party; the Hon. Chris Tallentire (Shadow 
Environment Minister) for their advice, time 
and considerable support.
 Thanks to all who helped in this journey 
and the indomitable organisers; Sally 
Block and Jan Pittman of the Gidgegannup 
Progress Association, Clair Medhurst of 
Bindoon, David McKenzie and Brian Allen 
of Morangup, Barnie Norton of Chittering, 
Sue Cray of Gingin, Helen Evans, Marlene 
Andrijich, Bev Dickinson and Bill of Toodyay, 
Anne Letch of Clackline, Trish Ham of 
Wundowie, Talbot Brook Land Management 
Association Inc., AVRA and Alice with her 
super organised petition. Lastly I reserve 
special recognition for the extra-ordinary 
effort made by Kay and Robyn Davies 
who alone collected approximately 2000 
signatures, lobbied extensively, organised 
meetings with Members of Parliament 
and all while researching, working farms, 
running households and the odd accidents 
and trip to hospital. The strength of the fight 
has been possible because we stood together.
 Bindoon has just won an enormous struggle 
against an inadequate bauxite operation. 
Gidgegannup a small hiccup on the way 
to Toodyay for many, has for more than 15 
years been fighting alone for improved road 
safety on Toodyay road and only after the 
devastating loss of life of a young family 
have been able to exact action. They still 

SILVER CHAIN IN Avon would like to say 
a big thank you to the people of Toodyay for 
their fabulous support at the Toodyay Show 
on 12 October 2013.
 Not only did you buy hundreds of raffle 
tickets which raised $322 dollars for the 
local Centre Based Day Centre but also 
contributed many of the prizes. Special 
thanks go to Makit Hardware, Toodyay IGA, 
Shirley Patten and Cindy Harders for their 
wonderful contributions.
 Silver Chain Day Centres provide respite 
to carers and enable clients to interact 
with others in a comfortable home-like 
environment. The Centres support clients 
participating in a wide range of activities 
which support individual health and wellness. 
The funds raised help us to buy more 
equipment for our craft activities and to make 
special times like Easter and Melbourne Cup 
Day more fun for the participants.
 Again, thank you to one and all.
 Yours sincerely,

Sharon Richards
Service Coordinator
Avon and Narrogin

need support; many more than Gidgegannup 
use this road.
 We are RURAL NEIGHBOURS, so let 
us not forget this and when the dust settles 
regardless of personal positions, be tolerant, 
forgiving and supportive to each other to 
keep our communities strong and resilient 
to future changes.
 Kind regards

Rosemary Madacsi

ACCOUNTANT
(Salary $65,000 - $75,000)

An opportunity exists for an enthusiastic individual to join our team in the role of 
Accountant. 

This position requires an appropriately qualifi ed individual with good time 
management skills.  A Local Government fi nance background and Synergy 
experience is highly desirable.

The successful applicant will enjoy the benefi ts of working as part of a high 
performing, supportive team.  Remuneration up to $80,000 is available with a 
cash component between $65,000 and $75,000.  This position is Level 6 under 
the Local Government Industry Award.  The hours are 76 per fortnight over a 19 
day month.

A vehicle for commuter use may be available by negotiation.

Application packages are available at www.toodyay.wa.gov.au or by contacting 
Maria Rebane on 9574 9307.  

Applications, which must address the selection criteria, should be forwarded 
to the Chief Executive Offi cer, Shire of Toodyay, PO Box 96, TOODYAY WA 
6566 marked “CONFIDENTIAL – Accountant,” or emailed to records@toodyay.
wa.gov.au.

Applications close 4.00pm on Thursday 14 November 2013.

STAN SCOTT
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Administration Offi cer – 
Works & Services
(Salary $48,412 per annum)

An opportunity exists for an enthusiastic individual to join our team in the role of 
Administration Offi cer – Works & Services. 

This position requires an appropriately qualifi ed individual with good time 
management skills.  A Local Government background and Synergy experience 
is highly desirable.

The successful applicant will enjoy the benefi ts of working as part of a high 
performing, supportive team.  Remuneration up to $55,000 is available with a 
cash component of $48,412.  This position is Level 4 under the Local Government 
Industry Award.

T he hours are 76 per fortnight with a 19 day month.

Application packages are available at www.toodyay.wa.gov.au or by contacting 
Maria Rebane on 9574 9307.  

Applications, which must address the selection criteria, should be forwarded 
to the Chief Executive Offi cer, Shire of Toodyay, PO Box 96, TOODYAY WA 
6566 marked “CONFIDENTIAL – Administration Offi cer – Works & Services” or 
emailed to records@toodyay.wa.gov.au..

Applications close 4.00pm on Thursday 14 November 2013.

STAN SCOTT
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

members of the Toodyay community.

The proposed tip (not ‘Waste Transfer 
Station’) was, however, given quite a bit of 

coverage in both the September2013 and 
October 2013 editions of The Toodyay 

Herald, as well as a front page news item 
in April 2013. There is also an update in 

this issue of the paper.
Ed
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ALL BINS OUT BY 6.00AM

In Memory of Ethan
THIS MONTH WILL be the third year since 
Ethan left us. We miss him very much but we 
have come through the most horrific time of 
our lives. We can now celebrate his life with 
us without that intense pain and we can thank 
God for the love Ethan gave us.
 We were so blessed to have been chosen 
to take care of him and the allotted time we 
had him.
 So many people of our community loved 
us during this past three years and have given 
lots of support which has been tremendous. 
To those, who will know who they are, we 
can only express publicly that we thank you 
immensely. 
 Unfortunately, we hear almost daily that 
someone has taken suicide as a means of 
coping, whether it is our youth, or an adult. 
We hear that the doctors who have trained 
to help people with mental illness are not 
coping with the numbers of people who are 
seeking help. Some of these trained people 
have now joined the numbers of their clients 
who take this path.
 To the very few who have been judgmental 
and have no understanding, my response is 
that you should come and see me when it 

into the appeals process with the Appeals 
Convenor, as the Environmental Protection 
Authority has declined requests for a full 
environmental assessment of both proposals 
– Opal Vale, Toodyay and SITA, York. 
Appeals closed on 21 October for Toodyay. 
Many thanks to those who lodged appeals. 
Now it’s a time of wait and see as our appeals 
are processed. York’s appeals were lodged 
earlier and their ruling could come down any 
time now. The fight continues for Toodyay 
and York.
 Yours sincerely

Alice Bernal

WELL IT LOOKS like someone got it wrong 
again!
 The new motorcycle parking bays detract 
from the amenities for Toodyay’s folk again.
 If the Shire allows more than one motorcycle 
to a bay and the bays are available for the 
public during the rest of the week, why paint 
in special bays?
 The Shire allows cars and caravans to 
park in the main street covering anything 
up to three bays, so are they going to make 

SO, THE SHIRE has armed itself with a 
paint pot and some signs and has decreed 
that some of the already sparse car parking 
spots on Stirling Terrace are only for the 
use of motorcyclists. No doubt this will 
give loads of fun for the Rangers as they 
hand out infringement notices to errant car 
drivers who have incurred their wrath but 
can we expect the same treatment for errant 
motorcyclists? I doubt it very much if this 
photograph, which I took on Monday 21 
October at about noon, is anything to go by! 

 Time for a Council re-think?
Allan Henshaw

LAST WEEKEND AT the Toodyay Show I 
saw some delightful bird boxes made by the 
Men’s Shed at their stall. I enquired whether 
they would be able to make me a bigger, 
rustic one using recycled materials for galahs 
to nest in (I have friends in Perth who have 
a box that is being used by wild galahs in 
their backyard so that is not an entirely vain 
wish I hope!). All they wanted for this was 
a ‘donation’.
 In less than a week I received a call to 
say it was ready! And it is a most amazing 
and wonderful object, incorporating all my 
requirements of which there were quite a few 
– a Galah Palace is what I have! I couldn’t 
be happier and I am sure the birds will love 
it too as soon as it is up in a tree.
 So I just wanted to say a very big and 
heartfelt ‘thank you’ to the Men’s Shed and to 
spread the word that this is another fantastic, 
wonderful and talented community group 
here in Toodyay who do so much for us. We 
are incredibly lucky. I hope they are able to 
find a proper home very soon as they surely 
do deserve one.

Margot Watkins

happens to you, or if and when your child 
dies. We will never get over our loss but we 
will live with it. 
 We have been almost full on in taking 
courses on helping people with the thoughts 
of suicide and self harm by helping others. 
So, if you profess the LOVE of God, then 
show the light He wants you to shine. We 
are so in need of HIS FRUIT which gives 
us Hope, Love and Charity.
 Before I close, I want to thank the outgoing 
Shire President, Mr Kevin Hogg, for his 
compassion and support to us within his 
role as our President and to thank him for 
his years of dedication to the community 
of Toodyay, to John Prater for his support 
and friendship to us during our sorrow 
and also for all the Toodyay Shire Council 
representatives over the last three years. 
Thank you. Some are still on Council, I wish 
you all the best. 
 Kevin and Team and Stan our CEO, I am so 
delighted that soon TOODYAY community 
will have a ‘you beaut’ sporting complex 
and respect to my people’s ancestors will be 
realised.

Pamela and Karl Walsh

GOING BACK OVER very early history 
of grain growing in Toodyay, Northam 
and Victoria Plains areas it was recorded 
in W.A. history that Mr J.T.Cook built the 
first steam flour mill in 1854 and probably 
the first in W.A. and was given a vote 
of thanks by the Toodyay Agricultural 
Society. 
 When Governor Fitzgerald left office 
in 1858, he wrote a letter to the Northam, 
Toodyay and Victoria Plains Agricultural 
Societies which said to grow more wheat. 
This was printed in a paper in 1917. What 
would Governor Fitzgerald say if he was 
around today and heard that the Bindi 
Bindi rail service might close down in two 
years, and put trucks on our roads to cart 
the grain. 
 I have travelled the road a lot of times 
from Bindi Bindi East which is in a bad 
state and would cost more to repair thank 
running the trains.
  Another thing I will add is stopping the 
Avon link and the Merredin train, which 
the children, grandchildren and great 
grandchildren of our pioneer families 
use today. What would the children who 
went to school at Coondle school say 
who proudly put a ribbon across the line 
at Dewars Pool for the first steam train to 
cart stock, grain and fruit and many other 
things, as well as passengers to Perth. 
 Western Australia is going backwards 
as I have heard on the radio in the eastern 
states they are going to provide more rail 
service. They are talking about extending 
the line in the Northern Territory from 
Palmeston, (which is now the end of the 
line) to Darwin, to accommodate workers 
going into Darwin City, because there is 
so many road trains going to the Port of 
Darwin. 

Ron E Waters

Salvation Army Christmas Appeal
DONATIONS OF NON-PERISHABLE 
food are being accepted at IGA for the 
Salvation Army Christmas hampers. 
 This year the number of people requiring 
assistance throughout the Avon region has 
increased. Your donations will be greatly 
appreciated to allow us to meet the growing 
need in our district and to provide a happy 
Christmas for those who are disadvantaged.
 A very big thank you to Dean and Amanda 
for allowing us to place the box in your store.

Mrs Pat Yandell
Salvation Army Northam Corps’

extended bays for this?
 The worst is the bay in front of the Bank 
where elderly folk go to bank; why there? 
During the weekend when most motorcycles 
visit, they are mostly parked around the Cola 
Cafe.
 My suggestion is that the bikes are parked 
on the open area beside the Freemason’s 
Hotel, close to where they want to be and off 
the street. This may be private property but 
it is commonly used as a parking area by all.
 A little thinking outside the square might 
make this the town we want it to be. 

Fred Fellowes
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wacountrybuilders.com.au/essence
your local builder 1800 227 161

essence 
range

puzzled who to choose as your builder?

The Oakover 230 The Canning 140
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Diverse range, essential inclusions at the right price; it’s the total package!

Northam, York and Toodyay price only. Prices subject to regional areas. Upgraded garage elevation shown for The Canning 140 illustration.

WE MAY HAVE won the Regional TT 
prize but the Herald has got the prize for 
the smallest headline in history! How 
disappointing after all the work to provide 
the best good news story for Toodyay in 
a long time. I have never seen a Herald 
front page layout like this. Dismayed and 
perplexed. 

Greg Warburton
Chair Toodyay Tidy Town Committee

I noticed the headline was rather small 
when I saw the printed edition of the paper. 

It was a shame and I’m sorry I didn’t 
notice it in the rush to send the paper to 

the printer.
Ed

Thank you Toodyay
AS UK VISITORS to Toodyay, we arrived 
with no preconceptions. Had we considered 
our expectations of small town, country life, 
we would have probably made similarities to 
our experiences of rural communities back 
home. Sadly, to recount many of these, the 
country folk of England are often depicted 
and realised as welcoming only of those with 
heritage connected to the area.
 It has therefore been delightful to be 
welcomed so genuinely by the residents of 
Toodyay, local businesses and those passing 
through who have, without exception, treated 
us Poms as part of the community throughout 
our stay. 
 We would like to especially mention the 
Toodyay Hardware Store who graciously 
assisted us when we dangerously bent a 
car key and, to the proprietor, staff and 
customers at The Vic.
 Many thanks to you all; we look forward 
to our return visit.

Carol and David Scott

Your local 

St John Ambulance 

needs volunteers!
E: sjatoodyay@bigpond.com

P: 9574 2390

Naomi Millett 

DURING the week of the Toodyay 
Agricultural show, members of the Machine 
Preservation Society of WA visited our 
town with a fascinating relic. Life member 
and Vice President, David Ashfold, and his 
dedicated offsiders brought with them a 
gleaming, fully functional steam traction 
engine, which captivated the attention of the 
Showground crowds as it roared into action 
like a giant pot belly stove on wheels. 
 Built in Lincolnshire, England, in 1904, 
the eight tonne Clayton and Shuttleworth 

Steam Traction Engine Comes to Life in Toodyay
machine,  known 
a s  ‘ B e r t ’ ,  w a s 
originally brought 
to Australia as many 
steam engines were 
during the early 
development of the 
country. 
  Ashfold says that 
though there was 
a lot more use for 
steam machines on 
the East coast, as 
WA relied more on 
tractors, this type 
was used here for 
tasks in the timber 
industry, such as 
forest clearing, and 

also on farms for chaff cutting. 
  Twenty years ago, the engine was a rusting 
relic – it had once been used at Byford 
Brickworks, but was little more than a 
derelict ‘ornament’ on the side of the road. 
 Destined to be scrapped, the historic 
machine was rescued by local Society 
member, Peter Dymond, who, with other 
members, has taken three years, full time, 
to completely rebuild it. 
 A Lotteries grant helped fund a new boiler, 
and rubber tyres were added so that the 
vehicle could travel on modern roads. 
 When working, the engine – classified as a 

‘registered pressure vessel’ – is powered by a 
wood fire and has two operators on board – a 
steersman and a driver. It requires a special 
license to drive it in public spaces or on 
roads, and apparently has no proper brakes, 
(other than park brake) – so look out if you 
see it coming your way!

Lou Kidd
Toodyay RSL

FOR the past five years, the Toodyay RSL, 
with the assistance from our sponsors and 
the Toodyay Community, has sent a student 
from the Toodyay District High School to 
commemorate ANZAC Day to honour those 
sons of Toodyay who lost their lives on the 
infamous Death March. 
 Sandakan is in the Malaysian State of 
Sabah on the Island of Borneo; it used to be 
called British North Borneo. 
 As well as visiting Sandakan, the students 
visit Kuching, which is the capital of 
Sarawak. Sarawak was governed by the 

White Rajah until the Second World War. 
The last tour also took in Singapore but 
this is not usual. The centres which are 
normally visited are Brunei, Kuching, Kota 
Kinabalu, Labuan, Sandakan and Ranau. 
Kota Kinabalu is the capital of Sabah and 
is fast becoming a rival destination to Bali. 
This is a well planned and executed tour 
conducted by Borneo Exhibition Group, 
taking in all the relative information of the 
Sandakan Death March and related Prisoner 
of War camps. Students will visit schools 
and take part in ceremonies with students 
of similar age to themselves. Sabah has a 
real link to Australia – the Ninth Divisional 
Patch used to be on the Sabah Coat of Arms. 

The reason for this was that Australia’s Ninth 
Division liberated British North Borneo.
 If you are in years 8/9, you are eligible to be 
Toodyay’s next ambassador on the Sandakan 
Scholarship. This year, the Toodyay RSL will 
be offering two students the opportunity to 
attend the ANZAC Day service in Borneo. 
A rough outline as to what is required to be 
successful in winning this scholarship is a 
presentation of your choice on the Sandakan 
Death March or its effects. 
 Students who are interested in applying for 
this scholarship please contact the Toodyay 
District High School or the Toodyay RSL on 
9574 4310 or 9574 5681 to receive a copy of 
the criteria for the scholarship.

Sandakan Death March
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UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
YES, ITS TRUE...

The Toodyay Post Offi ce has new owners. We are long time Toodyay residents who 
were looking for a new challenge!

Now we need your help to assist us in this new venture. Our main aim here is to get 
your mail to you the fi rst time as quickly as possible. Last week alone Kerry, Wanna 
and Jayleen (our hard-working sorters) had over 850 letters and parcels wrongly or 
inadequately addressed. If you are not on our database because the p.o.box your mail 
comes to is in someone else’s name, or you have changed your residential address 
from that on your original application  then we won’t have your correct details on our 
system which makes fi nding you very diffi cult. So, for both our sakes, please call in, 
meet us and update your box details, it won’t cost you a cent!

If your details are up to date then just call  in and meet us anyway. We do lots of things 
here at Australia Post that people aren’t aware of. These include:

• Banking, including deposits and withdrawals.
• Transfer money in Australia with Money Orders and Overseas with Western 

Union
• Passports, Travel insurance, Ordering foreign money and Cash currency cards 

that allow you to load up to 19 different currencies all at once.
• ID checks including Working with Children, Police Clearance, Seniors Card, 

Dangerous Goods Card and Seniors Fuel Card. 
• Printer ink and stationery lines.
• Great selection of gifts, including books, toys and games. 
• Transport Licensing is moving to us later in the year.

Remember, the shut off time for outgoing mail is 4.45pm Monday to Friday but we are 
open for business Saturday morning. 

We are hoping to have extended hours for Christmas as well!!

So come in and see Sally, Tracy and Sarah soon.

Bejoording 
Community 

Group
From the desk of The Badger

WOW! What a month October was for our 
community! The group got together for the 
AFL Grand Final, Bathurst race day, the Big 
Evening Breakfast Feast but, most important 
of all, they came out en masse for one of 
those big weddings, bringing together two 
long-standing families from the region.
 Emma Grey, daughter of Alison and Barry 
Grey of Bejoording, married Justin Beard, 
son of Helen and Mark Beard of Northam. 
The wedding was on 12 October, and took 
place in beautiful weather on the scenic 
banks of the Avon River in Northam. 
 Attending the bride was her sister Michelle 
as Matron of Honour. Nikki Smith was a 
bridesmaid, and Michelle’s 16-month-old 
daughter, Isabella, was the Flower Girl. 
The groom’s brother, Jarrad, was the Best 
Man and another brother, Jason, was a 
Groomsman.
 Everyone attended a reception at the 
Bejoording Community Centre, and more 
than 100 people partied on until late in 
the evening. The families pass on a very 
special thank you to Bejoording locals, 
Carol Croymans and Linda Veldtman, who 
prepared the sumptuous wedding feast.
 The newlyweds will set up home in 
Northam after their honeymoon down south. 
We all wish Emma and Justin Beard a long 
and happy life together.

 Now to our other events. A large crowd 
gathered at Mark Bodium’s place for the AFL 
Grand Final. Plenty of food, plenty of fun, 
the weather was kind and, with everything 
set up outdoors, a great time was had by all. 
The crowd was mostly purple but, when 
the Badger stood back from the crowd, he 
wished he’d had his camera handy. Amidst 
the sea of purple, one lone soul was wearing a 
brown and gold beanie and the scene looked 
just like a page from a Where’s Wally book! 
I guess he had the last laugh but this young 
lass reflected the way most of us felt after 
the game.
 Bathurst day was held at Malcolm Cox’s 
place to celebrate the official opening 
of his new ‘manland’ and, from an early 
start, the annual event lived up to its usual 
raucous, overindulgent reputation. Women 
were allowed inside on the day but the 
overwhelming atmosphere was certainly 
testosterone driven!
 Always a popular event, the annual evening 
breakfast feast at the shed provided everyone 
with enough bacon, eggs, tomatoes, hash 
browns, etc to feed an army battalion. 
Porridge has never tasted better since.
 We also had our annual Halloween Games 
Night on 26 October. Not sure why, but the 
Badger feels kind of pleased (or is it safer?) 
that he wasn’t around for that. Nevertheless, 
a full report will follow next month. 
What’s to come? Melbourne Cup Day will 
be a big gathering at The Community Shed 
(Dress up ladies!) and the following night, 
our usual Wednesday gathering, will be a 
feast of the leftovers from Melbourne Cup 
Day.
 I’m beginning to wonder if this community 
ever has a rest!
 Your monthly reminder! We meet every 
Wednesday evening at the Bejoording 
Community Centre which shares premises 
with the local Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade 

in Bejoording Road. Come along from 6pm, 
and leave when it suits you. It’s strictly 
‘come as you are’ casual. Kids are welcome 
and there are fun events every month. If you 
aren’t yet a member, come along. We’d love 
to get to know you. If you want to know 
more you can contact President Barry Grey 
on 9574 2149, or call The Badger on 0414 
250 484. Hope to see you soon!

Toodyay 
Community Market 

Update
Karla Hooper

A HUGE and sincere thank you to those who 
came along to the information sessions on 
the Toodyay Community Market concept 
plan. I had no idea what to expect and 
was overwhelmed with delight when 
approximately 15 people turned up to the first 
and second session and then an additional 
20 at the third session. Reaching 50 people 
is a great start and the supportive, positive 
response was so appreciated. Thank you. 
 I think it’s safe to say there’s enough 
interest in this project to make it a reality. 
The concept itself is a big vision and it’s 
important to remember we don’t have to 
achieve it all at once. One step at a time is 
needed, starting with some key focus areas. 
The rest can evolve in its own timing if it’s 
meant to be. 
 The next step is to form a key group of 
people with a similar energy and vision who 
can start moving the project forward. This 
key-working group will be the umbrella for 
subcommittees to form on individual topics 
of interest.
 This month communication will be worked 
on for distribution of information. Current 
ideas are: newspaper, radio, Facebook group, 
email list, text messaging, flyers – any other 
suggestions would be warmly welcomed. 
 The key principles of this project are 

sustainable living, health, environment 
and community. Together we can work 
towards being part of the solution and lead 
by example to show what is possible for all 
communities. This thought warms my heart 
and I hope it will warm yours too. 
 To find out more, or to get involved, please 
contact Karla Hooper on 9547 9322 or eo@
toodyay.wa.gov.au

This Christmas 
Season...

Toodyay Chamber of Commerce

The Toodyay Chamber of Commerce has 
planned the following:
Christmas Street  Party  -  Fr iday 
6 December 2013. This event is being 
separately advertised. Festivities begin from 
6pm onwards.
Christmas Decorations Competition
This competition is open to all businesses 
in Toodyay. 
 We encourage all businesses to get into the 
Christmas Spirit and decorate their shops. 
 The winning business will be announced at 
the Toodyay Chamber of Commerce AGM, 
to be held on Monday 16 December 2013 at 
the Toodyay Club, commencing 5.30pm. We 
encourage all businesses to attend the AGM 
in December.
Christmas Street Party Raffle
The Toodyay Chamber of Commerce is 
seeking sponsorship from local businesses 
by way of donation of a small gift to become 
a raffle prize in our Christmas Street Party 
Raffle. 
 To encourage customers to shop locally 
an advertisement including participating 
businesses will be distributed around town. 
When a customer spends $10 at participating 
businesses between 1 November 2013 and 
5 December 2013 they will be given one 
raffle ticket in our Christmas Street Party 
Raffle. The raffle will be drawn at 7pm at 
the Christmas Street Party in the gazebo, 

Federation Square.
 If your business would like to participate, 
please contact Adele at Toodyay Growers 
Market on 0431 264 053 or via email 
on adele.luke@bigpond.com by close of 
business on Friday 8 November 2013.

Toodyay RSL Sub 
Branch

Lou Kidd
Secretary / Treasurer

REMEMBRANCE Day marks the Armistice 
on 11 November, 1918. This was the end of 
the First World War. Each year Australians 
observe one minute’s silence at 11am on 11 
November in memory of those who died 
or suffered in all wars and armed conflicts. 
This now includes those killed or injured on 
peacekeeping duties and humanitarian relief 
operations.
The Sale of Poppies
Originally, this was started as a way of 
raising funds for those soldiers and their 
families who were killed or injured during 
the First World War because there was 
little or no welfare relief offered by the 
government of the day. We still sell poppies 
to help our service men, women and their 
families who are in need. The money we 
raise in Toodyay is split two ways: half of 
the money raised goes to the RSL WA State 
headquarters in Perth and goes into the 
amelioration account; the remainder goes 
into the Toodyay RSL amelioration fund, 
which we use for the welfare and betterment 
of our members and ex-service men, women 
and their families who live in our community.
 We will be selling Poppies outside IGA 
on Friday 8 November; we will also be 
perambulating around the Toodyay CBD. 
 We will be conducting a Remembrance 
Service at 11am on Tuesday 11 November at 
the Toodyay War Memorial in ANZAC Ave. 
Everyone is welcome to attend.
 Thank you for your support.

“Stand Easy”
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Recycle Right
Which bin do I put it in?
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Separating our plastics correctly and putting them in the yellow topped 

bin means that our rubbish can become pens, drinking bottles, sleeping 

bags and chairs.

To view your recycling calendar or for great tips on living more 

sustainably visit recycleright.net.au then select your council.

Avoid, Re-use, Recycle, Recover, Dispose
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Lou Buckle

MY name is Lou Buckle and I have lived 
in Morangup for two years. Our family 
moved from the suburbs of Perth to enjoy the 
country lifestyle and we have not regretted 
the move for one minute. It is just such a 
beautiful place to be.
 I enquired about joining the St John 
Ambulance as a volunteer, after receiving 
a flyer in the mailbox about 4 months ago. 
I had completed first aid courses in the past 
but was worried that my limited knowledge 
and lack of experience would not be of any 
benefit. I called the Toodyay Sub Centre 
and was advised that training would be 
provided both at the Sub Centre and on the 
job. Uniform is also provided and all the 
help and support I needed. In return I would 
be required to attend the training and go out 
on calls to observe until I am fully trained. 
I am able to nominate the days or nights to 
be on call that fit in with my availability and 
regular work schedule. 
 I am now halfway through my training and 
have attended a number of call outs. With 
each training session and each call out, I 
am learning so much and becoming more 
confident. 
 The St John team consists of everyday 
people whose common goal is to help people 
who are sick or injured to the best of their 
ability. Becoming a Volunteer Ambulance 
Officer is a fantastic way to meet people, 
learn new skills and give back to your 
community.

Volunteer Ambos
Do we understand and fully 
appreciate these Angels of 

the Bush?

Richard Hazlewood

I’M a city guy, and was one for 68 of my 
almost 70 years. I knew that if I dialled ‘000’, 
for whatever service I wanted, there would be 
a highly trained professional waiting by his 
or her trusty ambulance or fire engine, just to 
respond to my call, day or night. Fortunately, 
through my previous professional life, I 
had a pretty good idea how these services 
worked in rural farming areas and the more 
remote bush.
 When I retired and moved to an acreage in 
this district a year or so ago, I made a point 
of finding out what services were available 
to me should I get into some sort of crisis. It 
was important to know because of my age 
and the fact that I was about 25km beyond 
Toodyay. I was also pleased to find that most 
of my neighbours also knew how the system 
worked, although there were a few who 
weren’t too sure, and many ‘weekenders’ 
who are increasing in number had no idea at 
all, as did those unfortunate few from the city 
who got into some sort of crisis or accident 
while just visiting or driving through.
 Recently, while preparing for this article, 
I went out of my way to meet some of our 
ambulance drivers, not just in our district, 
but in some other even more remote areas 
up north, just to make sure that I really did 
understand how the system serves us as 
country residents. It was quite an eye opener.
How does the system work? 
No matter where you are in the state, your 
‘000’ call goes to the State Operations Centre. 
They pass the call to skilled operators, 
in this case at St John Ambulance. These 
operators are highly trained to elicit as much 
information as possible from callers to assist 
the local coordinators to determine the proper 
resources required. The local coordinator 
then calls the appropriate rostered drivers 
who get from home to the ambulance depot 
and attend the incident, all in the shortest 
possible time. Where the situation warrants 
it, continuous contact is maintained by the 
coordinator with the person calling for help. 
The whole process up to the point of calling 
the rostered drivers takes only a few minutes 
in most cases, and attendance at the scene 
would take on average 15 – 30 minutes from 
the original call depending on how remote 
the caller is and how easy it is to find them. 
This actually compares favourably with 
response times in the city where there is 
often a very high concurrent demand for 
ambulances.
 First and foremost all ambulance drivers 
in rural farming areas and the bush 
are volunteers; ordinary citizens who 
simply want to give something back to 
the community. They receive no reward 
whatsoever, except for the satisfaction of 
knowing they fulfil a community need and, 
of course, our gratitude. When they get the 
call to respond they are generally at home 
with their families, or at work during the 
day. They use their own transport to get to 
the ambulance depot which may be some 
distance from their homes. But without 
hesitation they do it.
 Secondly, none of them are paramedics, 
they receive training in advanced first aid, 
in incident management, and can usually 
stabilise a sick patient or accident victim. 
Their job is simply to get you to professional 
medical help as quickly and safely as 
possible. Some larger regional centres do 
have Community Paramedics and drivers 
can call upon their assistance in serious 
situations, but in our region for example, 
the closest is in Northam so assistance is 
often over the telephone. Similarly they can 
call upon a helicopter medivac service in 
exceptional circumstances. That said 99% 
of call outs are successfully handled by the 
volunteers without further back-up.
So how does a volunteer’s training 
compare with a city ambulance driver? 
In the city they are mostly professional 
paramedics with a four year degree under 
their belt and they build up tremendous 
experience by working full time. Our drivers 
in the rural areas receive four weekends 
of training over and above their first aid 
training, and they attend regular skills 
development nights, on average one per 
month, and their experience is accumulated 
on a very part time basis. 
How many ambulances and volunteers 
does a district like Toodyay need? 
There are four ambulances. One in Morangup 
at the southern limit of the district, two are in 
Toodyay, and one is in Bolgart, the northern 
extent of the district. To service these four 

Help yours by becoming a St John Ambulance 
WA Volunteer today.
Volunteers are important people who donate their time to help others.                         
Your community relies on local volunteers to keep this vital service running.

A community is only 
as strong as its people.

To fi nd out more about making a real difference in your community
visit www.stjohnchangelives.com.au or call 1800 069 393.

ambulances 24/7 requires a minimum of 
30 active volunteers and a coordinator/
administrator. There is also a mobile first 
aid post for large public events, and major 
sporting events such as our picnic races 
require an ambulance on site for the day. 
These are further responsibilities for the 
volunteers. 
 Our volunteer drivers have challenges 
rarely faced by city drivers. For example, 
finding the incident or patient can be 
difficult. Some people give lot numbers, 
some give green numbers. Many properties 
are on easements behind other properties 
and signposting is very poor. People in 
crisis or a state of panic often have difficulty 
giving clear directions. Often the incident 
or the ambulance can be out of range for 
communications for some of the time. 
 For sure there’s enormous satisfaction 
when the ambo gets Mrs Brown to hospital 
with her chest pains in time for doctors 
to save her life, or the driver hurt in a car 
accident is safely removed from the car 
and delivered to hospital quickly, and the 
majority of calls are not as serious as these. 
However, on occasion the reality can be 
traumatic and confronting and no amount 
of experience can harden or prepare these 
volunteers for the emotional impact of 
the CPR that fails to revive the patient, 
or holding the hand of a scared teenager 
trapped in a mangled car as their life ebbs 
away. These are burdens that get taken 
home to the ambos own family who have 
to help the emotional healing, and it’s why 
the volunteer teams are like family to each 
other.
 There’s something else that happens in 
rural communities much more often than 
in the city. The drivers will often know the 
patient or victim, or their family. The chance 
of this increases exponentially the further 
into the bush you go. The drivers still have 
to do their job but in serious cases this can 
be a further emotional challenge for men and 
women who are just ordinary citizens like 
you and me. 
 So the next time you see an ambulance 
at work, spare a thought for the volunteers 
driving it, or the next time you need to call 
one, be understanding of why it’s not there 
in 5 minutes, and be sure you or your family 
know how to clearly describe the way to 
your location. Our volunteer ambulance 
drivers are wonderful, caring and committed 
people, they sacrifice their time, they cope 
with very difficult situations, they carry an 
awesome responsibility on duty, they never 
give less than their best, and yes, they really 
are ‘Angels of the Bush’.
 I would sincerely like to thank those 
volunteers who spent time talking to me 
and were prepared to drop their guard. They 
know who they are.

Giving Back to the 
Community

Community Service 
from Home

Kerry Knowles

IN early 2007 I responded to an ad in The 
Toodyay Herald for telephone coordinators 
for the local Toodyay St John Ambulance. 
Never being able to deal with any situation 
involving blood, illness or injury without 
succumbing to nausea or fainting, I had never 
thought I could assist with a community 
service such as the local St. John Ambulance. 
However, I have discovered that I can provide 
a significant contribution to support our local 
ambulance volunteers, without even leaving 
my home, as a telephone coordinator. 
 My role as a phone coordinator is to 
respond to an incoming call from the Belmont 
St John Ambulance call centre and contact 
the rostered voluntary crews, who go to 
the Sub Centre, then take the ambulance 
to attend the emergency. Details of the 
emergency are recorded by me and passed 
to the crew, who also receive an electronic 
confirmation in their ambulance. While the 
medical terminology is sometimes beyond 
my comprehension, the codes used are 
understood by the trained crew, and my job 
is to record details accurately and repeat these 
to the crew. I don’t have to deal with blood, 
injury or illness, leave my home or interrupt 
whatever I am doing for more than a short 
time. I don’t even get out of bed at night, 
when it is a late call.
 At present, I coordinate three nights a week, 
from 7 pm to 7 am. As I work full time, it has 
no impact on my daytime job and, if I choose 
to go out to a meeting, dinner or friend’s 
house in the evening, I divert the landline to 
my mobile and take my trusty file with all 
the rosters and carry on as usual. I can even 
mind my grandchildren overnight in Perth, 
while still coordinating. 
 The local Toodyay, Morangup and Bolgart 
crews are amazing. They are a very positive, 
friendly and supportive group of people, who 
respond to the medical emergencies in our 
community, often involving people visiting 
our area. The Toodyay St John’s office 
manager, Kerry Fletcher, organises the crew 
rosters, is available for phone backup and has 
all the answers to difficult questions!
 If making a contribution in our community 
appeals to you by doing a voluntary job which 
has minimal impact on your current lifestyle, 
while being part of a valuable community 
service, then maybe you could consider 
volunteering to be a St John Ambulance 
telephone coordinator. Our Sub Centre needs 
more telephone coordinators to support our 
crews. If you are interested please contact the 
Sub Centre office.
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Includes: Fridge, Dishwasher, Washing Machine & Dryer.
Buy before Christmas & receive our generous white goods package
valued at over $5000.# (Applicable on all Choice Series Homes)

CELEBRATE A WHITE 
CHRISTMAS

     HURRY 
LIMITED OFFER

 

Sales & fi nance enquiries all hours call 9208 1110 or email sales@redinkhomes.com.au
House & Land/Stay & Rebuild email houseandland@redinkhomes.com.au

  
      

 

PERTH DISPLAY HOMES
The Southern - Callosa Crescent, Alkimos 
The Atlantic - Topsail Loop, Shorehaven Estate, Alkimos
The Magellan - Virago St, Aveley
The Hamlin - Magenta Crescent, Baldivis
The Georgia - Solandri Bend, Banksia Grove OPENING SOON
The Coral - Newmarket Parade, Butler
The Bristol - Hanretty Road, Byford
The Tasman - St Leonards Blvd, Caversham HIA WINNER / MBA 2012 FINALIST
The Milford - Felix Lane, Catalina Estate, Clarkson NOW OPEN
The Pacifi c - Adlington Pass, Lexia Estate, Ellenbrook
The Beaufort - Greenlink Blvd, Harrisdale Green Estate, Harrisdale
The Valencia - Oakbella Parade, Heron Park, Harrisdale NOW OPEN
The Azzura - Jindabyne St, Sienna Woods, Hilbert HIA WINNER
The Hudson - Babylon Bend, Landsdale

Display Homes open Saturday & Sunday 1-5pm, Monday & Wednesday 2-5pm

PERTH  18 Sangiorgio Court  Osborne Park, WA, 6017
Ph: 9208 1111  Fax: 9208 1112  Sales: 1300 434 962

MID WEST  Second Floor, Suite 1 Champion House 87 Marine Terrace 
Geraldton WA 6530  Ph: 9920 8900  Fax: 9920 8901  Sales: 9920 8999

SOUTH WEST  First Floor, Suite 40 Marlston Boardwalk  
23 - 25 Casuarina Drive Bunbury WA 6230  Ph: 9721 1500  Fax: 9791 1411 
Bunbury Sales: 9791 1174  Busselton Sales: 9751 1326   
Margaret River: 135 Bussell Highway Margaret River WA 6285 
Retail Centre: 9758 8282  Margaret River Sales: 9758 7717

redinkhomes.com.au

The Caspian - Jasper Way, Lakelands, Mandurah
The Victoria - Dealey Elbow, Newhaven Estate, Piara Waters
The Geneva - Michigan Turn, Bletchley Park, Southern River
Tasman MKII - Baron Turn, Austin Lakes, South Yunderup
The Biscay - Bruny Meander, Honeywood Estate, Wandi

SOUTH WEST DISPLAY HOMES
The Hudson SW - Denebola Drive, Treendale Estate, Australind
The Bourke - Moonlight Drive, Riverlea Estate, Bunbury NOW OPEN
The Panama - Nougat Cres, Provence Estate, Busselton
The Pacifi c - Colonna Street, Dalyellup
The Miami - Aldercress Approach, Dunsborough
The Tasman - Crellin Place, Margaret River

MID WEST DISPLAY HOME - HIA AWARD WINNER
The Moresby - Railway St (off NW Coastal Hwy) Bluff Point GOLD KEY WINNER 2011

Metro and Regional Display Centres

Sales & fi nance enquiries all hours call 1300 434 962 or email sales@redinkhomes.com.au
House & Land/Stay & Rebuild email houseandland@redinkhomes.com.au

9 service awards
in 7 years...
always striving
to do better
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BRN 12049*# Conditions Apply. Financial services provided by SPG Finance Pty Ltd trading as Lets Finance ACN 151 558 539. Authorised Credit Representative (Number 421017) of  Australian Finance Group (Australian Credit License Number 389087)

Plus all of these 
inclusions:

   reverse 
cycle, fully ducted air 
conditioning (not evap)#

 Stone benchtops 
to kitchen

 31c ceilings to living
 Porcelain fl oor tiling 
(300x300) to laundry, 
ensuite, bathroom & WC's

 Double vanity to ensuite
 Dishwasher recess
 300L solar hot water
 Soft close drawers 
& cupboards

 Double power points 
throughout

 Double auto remote 
garage door (2 remotes)

 Colorbond gutters, 
facias & downpipes

 Semi-frameless 
shower screens

 Luxury light switches
 Interior Design 
Consultation

$226,990*

$216,990 if you qualify for the First Home Owners Grant

# Includes 
 

refrigerated, reverse 
cycle air conditioning 
that heats and cools 
your home, up to 
8 outlets and 4 zones. 

Theatre
4.37 x 4.01

Bed 3

Entry

WIR

4.09 x 3.00Bed 2
3.05 x 4.09

Bed 4
3.00 x 4.09

Activity

IT Recess

4.14 x 3.03

Kitchen

Pty

Master Suite
4.03 x 4.11

Porch
Paved @ -1c
Ceiling @ 28c

WC
TILED

WC
TILED

Bath
TILED

Ensuite
TILED

Laundry
TILED

LINEN

WM

SHR

SHR

Gas 
HP & 

R/Hood
UBO

Double Garage
Grano -1c

Ceiling @ 25c
6.09 x 6.19

Mirrored SD

Remote Control
Sectional Door

ROBE

RECESS

LINEN

TV
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ES

S

Mirrored SD

ROBE
Mirrored SD

ROBE

Alfresco
Paved @ -1c
Ceiling @ 28c

4.30 x 7.90
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ECESS
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                        Refrigerated 
Reverse Cycle Fully Ducted 

Air Conditioning

up to 8 Outlets & 4 Zones 
 

Raised Ceiling 31c

Living
5.50 x 5.13

Dining
4.90 x 4.04

The Alfresco | 300m2 total area

4 2 2 Suits 15 m frontage

$205,990*

$195,990 if you qualify for the First Home Owners Grant

# Includes 
 

refrigerated, reverse 
cycle air conditioning 
that heats and cools 
your home, up to 
8 outlets and 4 zones. 

Master Suite
4.01 x 4.00

Bed 2
3.00 x 3.25

Bed 4
3.03 x 3.21

Bed 3
3.03 x 3.21

WIR

Entry

Verandah Paved @ -1c
Ceiling @ 25c

Alfresco
Paved @ -1c
Ceiling @ 28c

Dining
Ceiling @ 31c

4.13 x 3.32

Games
Ceiling @ 31c

4.10 x 5.00

Kitchen
Ceiling 
@ 31c

WC
TILED

WC
TILED

Laundry
TILED

Ensuite
TILED

Bath
TILED

SHR

SHR

WM

Fr
Rec

Pty

Gas HP 
& R/Hood

UBO

Remote Control
Sectional Door

Mirrored SD

Mirrored SD

Mirrored SD

ROBE
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ROBE

ROBE

Double Garage
Conc -1c

Ceiling @ 25c
6.09 x 6.19
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Family
Ceiling @ 31c

4.13 x 4.30

Mir

1c
0

Bed

                        Refrigerated 
Reverse Cycle Fully Ducted 

Air Conditioning

up to 8 Outlets & 4 Zones 
 

Raised Ceiling 31c

The Living MkII | 233m2 total area

4 2 2 Suits 15m frontage

FINANCE WITH 

1% DEPOSIT*

Repayments from $50 per week*  

Call now to see if you qualify
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emergency services

Bejoording Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade

From the desk of The Badger

THE Brigade held its first meeting of the new 
season on Tuesday 22 October and, as would 
be expected, the talk was all about training 
and preparation.
  On Sunday 20 October, the Coondle 
Brigade held a training session to which 
the Bejoording Brigade was invited. The 
feedback was excellent and the day was about 
role playing different scenarios and incident 
control procedures. Some of it was quite 
stressful, good lessons were reinforced and, 
for newer members, it was an eye opener. A 
great big thank you to Coondle whose efforts 
were much appreciated and we hope this will 
be the beginning of regular collaborative 
training sessions. Bejoording hopes to 
organise the next one for early November.
 A number of our volunteers, together with 
members of all the other local emergency 
services, attended a training day at the 
Toodyay School which tested the school’s 
emergency plan as well as the plans of the 
various emergency response services. Again 
feedback was that this was a well-run day 
and a valuable exercise. A few good lessons 
were learned, a few chinks ironed out, 
but overall the school and the emergency 
services should take pride in their levels of 
preparation and their ability to coordinate 
between themselves.
 The Bejoording Brigade unanimously 
agreed at  their  meeting to pass on 
congratulations to Matthew Bartels of the 
Morangup Brigade for his Firefighting Youth 

Achievement Award and other contributions 
to the brigade. He’s a fine role model for other 
young people in the volunteer brigades, and 
anytime he decides to move to Bejoording 
there’s a place for him (Sorry Morangup, 
we’re just kidding!).
 Our three new volunteers, Vicky Mathews, 
Alan Jelly and Eric Meehan have all 
completed the ‘Introduction to Fire Fighting’ 
training and were presented with their 
certificates at the meeting. Vicky accepted 
for Eric Meehan who was away on business. 
Congratulations to you all and we’re pleased 
you all want to continue.
Insert photo of Certificate Awardees
(Alan Jelly and Vicky Mathews get their 
certificates)
 Some people have asked the Badger why he 
writes the same thing in the final paragraph 
of this column every month. The answer is 
simple: you can’t give good advice too often 
because there’s always someone reading it for 
the first time. 
 A classic example was on the day of the 
Bathurst race when a well meaning person 
in our local community decided to do some 
spot burning. Their first mistake was to leave 
their water supply at the opposite side of their 
property, and their second was to burn far too 
close to a horse carousel constructed of hay 
bales. Needless to say the breeze freshened 
up, the nearest spot fire spread a bit quickly, 
and before anyone could do anything the hay 
bales caught fire (and we all know how they 
can burn), and there was no water to hand. 
Everything turned out OK in the end but 

it took bobcats to spread and break up the 
hay; neighbours’ fire units; the Bejoording 
Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade and other Shire 
units; and about 10,000 litres of water before 
it was made safe. A big thank you to Minka 
and Grant Halliday who took the brigade’s 
unit out and to others who helped. So, once 
again, I ask all of you to please read the next 
paragraph and always act accordingly.
 The Bejoording Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade asks you to remember to always 
plan and prepare before lighting any fire for 
any reason, and have a clear contingency 
strategy in place should things get out of 
control. Even at the safest times of the year, 
fires can pose a risk to people and property, 
whether it’s burning off on your acreage or 
a backyard bonfire, so take care. Advice is 
free, but getting it wrong can be expensive! 
Don’t forget it’s restricted season now so a 
permit is required. 
 If you have any questions, remember you 
can contact Captain Lawrence Hayward on 
9574 5106, or the Badger on 9574 4834. 
Please leave a message if we’re not there. Our 
next meeting is on Tuesday 19 November. 

St John Ambulance
Toodyay & Districts Sub 

Centre

Kerry Fletcher

DO you know what to do if someone 
collapses with a cardiac arrest? Do you know 
how a call to 000 for ambulance attendance 
results in our local volunteer ambulance 
officers responding to the call?
 Come along to our open day on Saturday 
23 September (10am to 2pm) to tour the 
sub centre, meet the ‘vollies’ and learn 
more about how the sub centre operates. 
Incorporated in our open day will be a 
Public Information Session on the location of 
Automatic External Defibrillators (AED’s) in 
our area, and their use. Toodyay & Districts 
sub centre and also Toodyay Bendigo Bank 
have purchased six AED’s for locating at 
frequented areas around the Toodyay town 
site and also the Morangup Hall and Bolgart 
shop. The Public Information Session will 
run for approximately one hour (from 11am) 
and is a must for all community members. 
Join us afterwards for a free sausage sizzle!
 Congratulations to our local Volunteer 
Ambulance Officers, Kim Lavery, Von 
Emmanuel, Lou Buckle and Janine Bastick 
on successfully completing the four-
weekends Primary Ambulance Care course. 
And welcome on board Luke Edmonds, 

Wayne Johnson and Sharee Johnson. Luke, 
Wayne and Sharee will be commencing their 
ambulance training duties this month and 
will be fantastic additions to the roster.
 The winner of our annual Monster Raffle 
is the Weatherly family from Northam. 
Congratulations! A special thank you to 
everyone who donated items and purchased 
tickets – you helped raise nearly three 
thousand dollars that will go directly into 
ensuring our ambulance service remains in 
Toodyay, Bolgart and Morangup areas.
 Our final raffle for the year will be a 
Christmas hamper. Items for donation to 
the hamper are gratefully accepted and can 
be dropped into the sub centre or Toodyay 
Hair Studio. Tickets will go on sale mid 
November and be drawn at the Toodyay 
Street Party on Friday 6 December.
 Feel free to phone 9574 2390 or visit the 
sub centre, Rear 120 Stirling Tce (behind 
Toodyay Hair Studio) for more information 
from 9 am to 2 pm, Monday – Thursday.

Desrae Clarké

THERE was good attendance at the October 
General Meeting with the meeting concluding 
with the showing of the DVD, ‘fighting fires 
with photo voltaic (solar panel) installation’.
  The next training session is to be a joint 
exercise with Morangup to be held, at 

Toodyay Central Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade

this point in time, on 
Sunday 24 November 
and will encompass 
‘radio training’. As 
further details are not 
complete at this stage, 
enquiries may be made 
to either Captain, Mick 
McKeown, on 9574 
2132 or Secretary, 
Wayne Clarke, on 
6364 3609. Please 
con tac t  e i the r  o f 
these two numbers 
to demonstrate your 
interest.
  The  ‘ res t r i c ted 
burning period’ has 
commenced. A permit 
from the Shire will 
be required for any 
burning!
  The next General 
Meeting is to be held 
Tuesday 26 November 
c o m m e n c i n g  a t 

7.30pm at the Fire and Emergency Service 
Centre, Stirling Terrace, Toodyay. New 
members are urgently needed! If you would 
like to join our brigade, enquiries may be 
made to Captain, Mick McKeown, 9574 
2132, Secretary, Wayne Clarke 6364 3609 
or email: 2jcentralvbfb@westnet. com.au.

St John Ambulance Open Day
and

Automated External Defi brillator (AED)
Public Information Session

Saturday 23rd November
10am – 2pm

Toodyay & Districts SJA Sub Centre
rear 120 Stirling Terrace (behind Toodyay Hair 

Studio)

Tour our Sub Centre, meet our local volunteers and 
fi nd out about volunteering with

St John Ambulance

Incorporating a Public Information Session on the 
locations and use of

 Automated External Defi brillators (AED)
(11 am to noon)

Free sausage sizzle

For further information call the Sub Centre Offi ce
9574 2390

Neighbourhood and 
Rural Watch

Desraé Clarke

IN the mid-nineties a Neighbourhood and 
Rural Watch Forum was held with Toodyay 
as the host group to the surrounding shires 
of Bindoon, Chittering and Bullsbrook. The 
Keynote Speaker for the evening was the, 
then, Children’s Court Magistrate, Mrs Sue 
Gordon.
 Mrs Gordon arrived in Toodyay before 
the starting time and wandered up and back 
along the main street of Stirling Terrace. That 
evening she began her presentation stating 
that she was totally amazed at the number of 
vehicles she had noted with windows down, 
keys in the ignition and clearly visible goods 
on the seats. “These vehicles are just waiting 
to be tampered with which is most unfair,” 
she said. The ‘unfairness’ of the situation was 
for both the criminal, with the open invitation 
to commit a crime, and the incredible loss of 
valuable work time of our police.
 Unfortunately, this stupidity is still 
continuing fifteen to sixteen years after 
Mrs Gordon’s visit to Toodyay. Please have 
consideration for the weakness of some and 
the resultant extra work placed on our police!
 Take heed to:
LOOK, LOCK and LEAVE! Don’t leave 
keys in the ignition of your vehicle or the 
windows down.
Toodyay Police  9574 9555
CRIMESTOPPERS 1800 333 000
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emergency services
Julimar Volunteer 
Bush Fire Brigade

Tim Walker

THE October meeting was held on 19 
October with Peter Sapwell in the chair 
and, as it seems always the case, a very 
good turn up of members.
 Items of interest that came up during 
the meeting were in the main, a very good 
result from the catering at the Toodyay 
Show where close to $1800 was raised 
(many thanks to Peggy Sapwell and her 
team) and another $600 from parking at 
the Taste of Chittering event. There will 
also be further amounts from the Toodyay 
Races. This was a huge effort, and another 
thanks to all those who participated.
 Brian Salmond manned our display at 
the Toodyay Show (many thanks Brian) 
and reported plenty of interest from the 
community wanting to know more about 
how the brigade functions, etc.
 It was announced that Rolfe and Ann, 
who have been stalwart members for many 
years had tendered their resignations as 
they had now sold their property. Their 
resignation was accepted sadly, and 
members wished them both all the very 
best for the future.
 C a p t a i n  G r a n t  g a v e  h i s  u s u a l 
comprehensive update from the Firies’ side 
of the Brigade with a report on the various 
meetings and promotions of senior firemen 
in the Toodyay Brigade and concluded with 

wishing everyone a very safe fire season 
and then presented the 5-year service medal 
to Jenny Shearer as well as numerous 
certificates for training courses completed 
by various members.
 In general business many items of interest 
were discussed as follows:

• the Brigade makes application to 
conduct a sausage sizzle at the proposed 
Community Farmers Market; and

• the Xmas stall will be held in early 
December and those members wishing 
to assist contact Peggy for cooking 
ideas, Xmas Hamper Raffle and other 
items for sale which could include pot 
plants and the like.

 It was reported and, indeed, very 
disappointing to see so many callouts to 
Toodyay Brigades to fires that got out 
of hand from landowners burning off, 
without taking due and adequate care to 
ensure the fire remained safe. If in any 
doubt, please seek advice or help from your 
local brigade. These events, unfortunately, 
resulted in the termination of the already 
extended open season.
 It has also been reported that, within 
some subdivisions in this Brigade area, 
there are hundreds of acres of fence high 
wild oats and other growth without any 
evidence of good farming practice and no 
firebreaks installed at the time of writing 
these notes on 29 October. The very 
purpose of creating these subdivisions 
was to make available small lots for land 
owners to run a few animals of their choice, 
and grow a hay crop or similar. The trend 
now appears to simply forget about any 
best farming practice and create one hell 
of a fire hazard. This is an absolute shame, 
apart from substantially increasing the 
fire hazard for adjoining properties and an 
extra burden on fire fighters to control and 
protect infrastructure assets. 
 For those who seek clarification on 
this issue, information is available in 
the Toodyay Directory, but briefly under 
KEEPING YOUR PROPERTY SAFE 
(and the district generally). It reads, ‘The 
owner or occupier is responsible to abate 
any excessive fire hazard on the property eg 
rubbish and excessive vegetation growth.’ 
 It would appear in some cases landowners 
have forgotten all about 29 December 
2009 and, of course, recent bushfires in the 
Eastern States.

“Book now for Xmas Lunch - Traditional 
Smorgasbord and Xmas Functions”

    Fri to Sat 10am all day 
Sun & all public holidays 10am - 5pm

Open Evening for functions only

Phone 9574 5458 or 0427 879 343
www.aliciaestatewinery.com.au

www.aliciaestaterestaurant.com.au

Open

Meg Smart

SATURDAY 29 September 2013 was a day 
to remember. Not only was it Toodyay Cup 
Day, but also the day my parents, Margaret 
and John McCarthy (86 and 85 years old) 
drove up to visit us on our farm. 
 During the day, I took my mother into 
Toodyay to visit our local Antique Shop 
(Courtyard Antiques & Collectables) owned 
by Roz Davidson. To my mother’s absolute 
amazement, she found, on the wall, an old 
framed painting of a familiar young woman 
with a shawl around her neck, holding a 
sprig of heather in her hand, gazing wistfully 
towards the horizon. Unbeknownst to me 
at that moment, I was looking at my great 
grandmother. My mother immediately 
recognised the painting from a much smaller 
black and white print that has been in our 
family for years. 
 The painting with the name ‘Erin, Farewell’ 
was painted by Thomas Faed in 1864, 
and through our family history we knew 
Margaret Harrigan (McCarthy), my father’s 

Erin’s Come Home
grandmother, was 
in service to the 
Faed household 
in Ireland and had 
modelled for the 
f amous  Br i t i sh 
ar t is t .  We were 
aware of Faed’s 
other works in the 
Tate  Gal lery in 
England as well as 
other galleries and 
private collections 
around the world, 
so it was a surprise 
to find this rare 
old painting of our 
ancestor in our local 
antique shop.
 Needless to say, 
Mum and I rushed 
back to the farm 
to grab Dad and 
take him in to see 
what we had found. 
When Dad came 
face to face with the 
print, he was quite 
overwhelmed at the 
discovery. 
 R o z  a s k e d 

my mother how she could be sure that 
this painting was, in fact, her husband’s 
grandmother. Mum said she recognised 
the image from photocopies of the painting 
that my father has had for many years now, 
sent to him by his sister in England some 
20 years previously. There has also been a 
longstanding family story that the model in 
that picture was Margaret McCarthy (née 
Harrigan), born in Ireland, who married 
Timothy McCarthy. Margaret and Timothy 
were my father’s grandparents.
 We were even more surprised to hear 
where it came from. I asked Roz how she 
had acquired the painting and she told me 
it had come from a station property north of 
Meekatharra called ‘Boolardy’. I instantly 
recognised the name as it’s where our close 
friend, Lang Lefroy, grew up as a boy. Lang 
remembered the print and confirmed it was 
a part of his parents’ estate. However, how 
it originally became a part of the Lefroy 
household remains a mystery but, for 
now, we are simply delighted that ‘Erin, 
Farewell!’, after so many years, has finally 
come home.

Toodyay Christmas Street Party

The Toodyay Chamber of 
Commerce would like to invite 
all residents of Toodyay, to 

come & celebrate 
Christmas with us.

Join us in Stirling 
Terrace from 

6pm - 9pm for an 
evening of fun & festivities.

Free Amusement Rides and 
Entertainment for the whole 

family.
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It’s the last few weeks of the school year, but there are still 
a few things that the P&C have planned before we can put 
our feet up! 
 

Free School Milk: The Toodyay District High School Canteen 
is fully committed to the health and wellbeing of your child. 
We already have the healthiest canteen in Western 
Australia, and are now taking our commitment one step 
further. We have started providing a free glass of milk to all 
students from Kindergarten to Year Two, and currently two-
thirds of students have signed up. Well done to all of you. 
We believe that offering your child a glass of free milk every 
day has a number of benefits; 
 

 Milk contains a wide range of nutrients, essential 
for growth. 

 Milk is a nutrient dense food - The amount of 
nutrients supplied by milk is high in relation to the 
calorie content. 

 Milk is a rich source of calcium - Milk provides 
40% of the calcium in the Australian diet. 

 Milk is tooth kind - Milk contains lactose which 
does no harm to teeth.  

If you haven’t returned you permission slip for Free School 
Milk, please do so as soon as possible. Spare forms are 
available from the Front Office. 
 
New School Menu for Term Four: In an effort to keep our 
menu fresh, and to rotate through some of the many ideas 
that were suggested by you during our canteen survey last 
year, we have introduced some new menu items for Term 
Four. We plan to do this every term so that our students get 
the chance to sample some fantastic freshly-made food. As 
with our Term Three menu, all of the food items are 100% 
Green according to DET Guidelines, so have a look at the 
new menu at the back of this newsletter. 
 
Uniform Shop: Toodyay District High School has negotiated 
with Cadds Sport and Surf in Northam, to supply all school 
uniform. The P&C have happily been responsible for the 
supply of school uniform in the past, and are now selling our 

remaining stock to Cadds. Our uniform shop is therefore 
currently closed at the moment, and we apologise for any 
inconvenience during this changeover period. As always, the 
money that we make from the sale of uniform goes to 
benefit our students. The sale of our complete stock will 
allow us to fund many things within the school. 
 
Free School Meals: Following on from the success of our 
Free School Milk scheme, we are now looking at offering 
Free School Meals to qualifying families. A Free School Meal 
scheme is offered in many countries around the world, and 
is an excellent way for children of families on a benefit or 
pension to enjoy a healthy meal every day at school. To 
access the potential cost of this we will be sending home a 
letter within the next few weeks, asking parents and carers 
to complete a short questionnaire.  
 
Depending on your circumstances, your child may qualify to 
have tasty, healthy school meals for free. It could save you 
around $960 a year, and you won’t need to worry about 
making packed lunches every day. At the moment, your 
child may qualify if you’re entitled to receive, or hold, one 
or more of the following: 
 

 Parenting Payment 
 Newstart Allowance 
 Low Income Health Care Card 
 Low Income Supplement 
 Pensioner Concession Card 

 
Research shows the average school lunch is healthier than 
around 9 out of every 10 lunchboxes. That’s because good 
nutrition is all about eating lots of different foods. It takes 
planning and effort to do this with a packed lunch (hands up 
if you pack a similar sandwich filling each day with yoghurt, 
a piece of fruit and a drink?), but it’s far easier with a hot 
meal. Fussy eaters often thrive on school meals - many 
parents tell us their kids have tried all sorts of foods in 
schools that they refuse at home. They’re also a great way 
for children to improve their eating habits and to learn 
about the social side of eating with their friends 
 
School Disco: Our end of year disco is on Friday December 
13th at the Toodyay Memorial Hall. The Lower School Disco 
(Kindy to Year 5) will be from 5.30pm to 7.00pm, and the 
Upper School Disc (Year 6 to Year 10) will be from 7.30pm 
to 9.00pm. There’ll be Snacks, Drinks, a Sausage Sizzle and 
Glow-Sticks available to buy on the night. 

A note to parents: Please, if you are coming to watch, why 
not help us by walking around and keeping an eye on the 
children? If you can help out at the next one on December 
13th, please give me a call on 9623 2249, or you can email 
me at pandc@toodyaydhs.com.au 
 

 
 
WA Canteen Conference: Earlier this year, four 
representatives from our School Canteen travelled to Perth 
for the WA School Canteen Association’s annual Canteen 
Conference. The conference was opened by Minister of 
Education, Peter Collier MLC and we also heard an address 
from Better Homes & Gardens Chef Ed Halmagyi, who was 
very passionate about mushrooms! The highlight of the 
morning was a quiz, in which one of the questions was, 
‘Which school in WA has the highest percentage of Green 
items on their menu.’ It was an honour that the answer was 
‘Toodyay District High School’. During Term 2, our menu 
was 100% Green. Due to some changes announced during 
the conference, some Green items were made Amber. 
These items included fruit juice products, but still means 
that Toodyay District High School has the healthiest school 
canteen menu in WA, with 100% of its food items as Green, 
and 93% overall when we include the drinks. 
 
Car Boot Sale: Don’t forget that our Massive Car Boot Sale is 
on the second Sunday of every month, held at the Toodyay 
Train Station Car Park, Piesse Street, Toodyay. The next one 
is on November 11th. As always, we open to sellers from 
7am and to buyers from 8am. Entry is $5 if you’re selling 
from a car, $10 for a van or a ute, and it’s only $1 for adults 
to come and buy (Children get in free).  
 
Steve Bannister 
 

Ethewhr uyo anwt xifl iliebty, ricpe ro oduprct nertctaiy, PSCB nca ilotar a Arkmet Ferof ot uist ouyr ednes. 
Ot infd tou orme, uiqz uryo calol eaar nagmaer ro lsase getna ro umjp toon ua.cpsb.moc-ertilfi sers

NWAT A CPGAKAE OT ISUT UYO?
EW PKSEA OYUR UNGLAAGE.
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Children’s Week 

Event
Toodyay Community 

Resource Centre

Tenneille Hughes
Manager, TCRC

THE Toodyay Community Resource Centre 
proudly hosted the ‘Miss Hiss Reptiles’ on 
Saturday 26 October for our celebration of 
Children’s Week.
 The morning commenced wi th  a 
presentation by Hayley and Jonathan with 66 
children and adults enthusiastically listening 
as we learnt about the creatures we co-exist 
with in the warmer months of the year. Some 
of the key messages given by ‘Miss Hiss 
Reptiles’ were:

1. Keep the area around the house clear 
of long grass, leaf litter, pieces of 
galvanised roofing, etc.

2. Close doors of the house and sheds on 
hot days as reptiles may like to enter 
darkened areas.

3. If a reptile does find its way on to 
a verandah or into the house, do 
not attempt to kill it - try to stay 
calm and call ‘Miss Hiss Reptiles’ 
on 0477 971 060 telling them of the 
situation. Observe where the reptile 
has moved for it to be caught by ‘Miss 
Hiss Reptiles’ and relocated. It is not 
fair for Hayley and Jonathan to rush 
from Northam to your home (and 
frightening for you) to find the reptile 
has disappeared.

4. Lizards, monitors, bobtails and pythons 
are our friends.

5. Snakes eat mice and rats as their diet, 
so clean up the seed around bird cages 
which in turn encourage rats and mice 
to visit.

6. If you are bitten by a snake, try to stay 
calm, immobilise the limb with a firm 
bandage over the wound, then bandage 
the complete leg or arm. Immobilise 
the limb with a splint. Do not elevate 
the limb.
MEANWHILE, ask someone to phone 
the hospital and take the person as 
quickly as possible to be treated. DO 
NOT WASH THE WOUND!

7. If a young child is bitten, wrap him/her 

in a sheet, like a ‘mummy’, to keep the 
child as immobilised as possible after 
immobilising the limb, etc.

 We shared morning tea and the children 
diverted to a ‘snake-themed’ craft activity 
and had their faces painted while parents 
chatted with Hayley and Jonathan and looked 
at the animals that had been brought to the 
event.
 I’d like to sincerely thank the following 
organisations for contributing to the Event’s 
great success:

‘Miss Hiss Reptiles’ 0477 971 060
Department of Local Government and 
Communities
Shire of Toodyay
Toodyay Resource Centre (Staff and 
Management Committee)

 Stay tuned on our Facebook page or visit 
our website www.toodyay.crc.net.au or 
phone 9574 5357 for the many exciting 
projects we have planned ahead. You may 
consider signing up as a member with an 
Individual Annual Membership of $5 or a 
Family Annual Membership of $10.

Country Week 
Success

Kerry Knowles

TOODYAY District High School students 
participating in the District High Schools’ 
Country Week Sporting Competition in Perth 
last term enjoyed success in their various 
sporting fields. Fifty students, with staff and 
parents, travelled to Perth to take part in this 
annual event. 
 Teams in Boys’ Basketball, Australian 
Rules Football and Netball played fixtures 
against other District High School teams at 
top sporting venues in Perth. The school also 
sent a small group of students, led by Mr 
Andrew Ellis, who enjoyed engaging in some 
educational activities at venues around Perth, 
which are usually not easily accessible on day 
trips because of the travel time from Toodyay. 
They included Scitech, the Perth Zoo, the Bell 
Tower, Perth Mint and watching our teams as 
spectators.
 The Boys’ Basketball team, coached by 
Mrs Liz Ferguson, won their C grade division 
competition and were very proud of their 
efforts. After some tough games last year and 

some strong competition this year, the team, 
comprising of mostly year 10 boys, capped 
off a two-year campaign with their win. Last 
year this group won the Sportsmanship Award 
for their division so were very pleased to be 
the Grand Final winners this year and bring 
home the trophy.
 In the ‘9 a side’ Australian Rules competition, 
the Toodyay team played some outstanding 
football under their coach, Mr Steve Young. 
Their efforts were rewarded with a fourth 
place overall in their division and, as the team 
was mainly year 8 and 9 students, they will 
be willing to have a go again next year for a 
better finish to their competition. 
 At the netball, Toodyay had two teams 
competing, one in C grade and one in E grade. 
The number of schools competing in the 
netball competition was very high, as were 
the skills of the players. The Toodyay C grade 
team, coached by Mrs Alana Stanbrook, were 
defeated in their Grand Final game, finishing 
second in their division. The girls had played 
some very hard games during the week losing 
several games by just a few goals. The E grade 
team, coached by Ms Kerry Knowles showed 
outstanding determination throughout the 
week and finished fifth in the division.
 The overall coordination of the week’s 
activities was organised by Mr Michal 
Jasinski, supported by other secondary staff, 
who came to Perth to assist with the evening 
activities and overnight supervision of 
students at Swanleigh. A very engaging and 
successful in-school programme was run for 
students not participating in Country Week 
activities.
 The TDHS Country Week staff and students 
would like to sincerely thank those community 
organisations who have provided financial 

Whether you want fl exibility, price or product certainty, CSBP can tailor a Market Offer to suit your needs. 
To fi nd out more, quiz your local area manager or sales agent or jump onto csbp-fertilisers.com.au

WANT A PACKAGE TO SUIT YOU? 
WE SPEAK YOUR LANGUAGE.

support to assist with the costs of attending 
Country Week. Donations were received from 
the following:

• Toodyay and Districts Community 
Financial Services Ltd;

• the Toodyay Op Shop;
• the Shire of Toodyay; 
• the Toodyay Lions Club;
• the Toodyay P&C Association;
• the Toodyay Netball Clu;
• t he  Toodyay  Jun io r  Baske tba l l 

Association;
• the Toodyay Junior Football Club; and
• the people of the Toodyay community 

who bought raffle tickets and cakes.
 At the opening ceremony, School Sport 
WA Active Achiever Awards were presented 
to Chelsea Dickson, Judi-Kae Morgan, 
Samuel Ferguson, Chris Hasson and Allan 
Robartson, recognising their sporting 
achievements at TDHS. School Sport WA 
also acknowledged contributions by teachers 
to Country Week, since it commencement in 
1999 with Certificates of Achievement. Ms 
Kerry Knowles was acknowledged for her 
contributions to TDHS Country Week for 
thirteen years.

Toodyay’s Country Week attendees

Toodyay staff at Country Week
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Toodyay YouthCARE 
Council
(Chaplaincy)

Vivienne Freeman
Secretary

ON 30 October 2013, Toodyay YouthCARE 
Council held a morning tea at the Toodyay 
District High School to thank our ‘Friend 
Supporters of Chaplaincy’.  Many folk and 
businesses in our lovely town of Toodyay 
come on board each year to financially support 
our School Chaplain, Robyn Sinclair. 
 A chaplain is a great asset to our school. As 
the government only finances Robyn for one 
day per week (Robyn is currently employed 
for three days per week), the balance is the 
responsibility of the YouthCARE Council to 
raise.
 Without the generous support from our 
community for Chaplaincy, we would be 
struggling to support her role within the 
school. At this point, we as a Council would 
also like to thank our Principal, Tim Martin, 
for his continued support. 
 Our final stall/raffle for 2013 is to be held 
on Friday 29 (raffle outside new IGA) and 
Saturday 30 November (stall outside old IGA). 
I’m sure you will find some good bargains.

CHRISTMAS
HEALING SERVICE

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 24TH

ST STEPHEN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH
TOODYAY AT 4.30PM

DOES YOUR CHRISTMAS NEED HEALING?

FACING A TOUGH CHRISTMAS THIS 
YEAR?

 SHARE THIS TIME OF  PEACE, BLESSING, 
ENCOURAGEMENT and  HEALING

PREPARE FOR CHRISTMAS GOD’S WAY!

THE COMBINED CHURCHES OF 
TOODYAY

Toodyay Show
The Toodyay Show was a great success - one 
of the best yet! We were able to meet many 
of the locals and visitors to town taking 
advantage of a great day out. 
 Many free sunshades and show bags 
were given out and we thank everyone who 
completed our survey on the day. Some 
very valuable information was collected 
and will be used to help us to provide more 
of the events, training and activities that the 
community need and want.
TCRC Monthly Special 
For the entire month of November, save big 
on colour printing and colour photocopying! 
Members save 50% and non-members save 
25%. Let us help with your printing needs.
SENIORS WEEK EVENT Bus trip to 
Have a Go Burswood 
Wednesday 13 November 9am – 4.30pm
FREE!
Join some friendly and familiar faces on the 
Toodyay Community Bus and travel to ‘Have 
a Go’ Day at Burswood. Each participant will 
receive an activity bag for the road. 
 The bus will pick up from the Toodyay 
Community Resource Centre at 9am. Speak 
to us (when booking) if you are not able to 
arrange transport to the centre. 
Bookings are essential
Westlink
Friday 22 November 12pm – 12.30pm
 Body Image and Self Esteem. Explore 
negative body images as well as practical 
tips about improving your body image and 
self-esteem. Suitable for all age groups.

Multifarious Monday 
Every Monday 10am – 12.30pm 
$4pp (plus cost of materials) 
All welcome
3C’S (Coffee, Crochet, Chat) 
Every Tuesday 9.30am – 12pm 
$3pp 
Just as the name suggests! Everyone is 
welcome. A stress free morning with 
morning tea supplied.
Christmas Cake Decorating 
Friday 22 November 10am – 1pm
$15pp 
Christmas next month so get ready early 
and prepare a stunning presentation with a 
Christmas cake to impress. Lovely Leanne 
from Silver Blossoms is joining us again. 
This was a very popular class so please book 
early. Please bring a cake covered in fondant 
to decorate.
Floristry 
Saturday 23 November 1pm – 4pm 
$10pp  - Learn how to make your own 
Christmas wreath for the front door or a 
Christmas basket/box gift with flowers 
that you can give to a friend or family for 
Christmas. Flowers supplied. Wreaths and 
baskets will be available for purchase for a 
small charge.
If you would like to attend any of these 
events, please book on 9574 5357 or call in 
to see Tenneille, Alison or Evie at Toodyay 
Community Resource Centre (TCRC) 
Email: toodyay@crc.net.au or visit us at 79 
Stirling Tce. Open Monday to Friday 9am 
to 4.30pm.

Healing in the Hills
Mum’s the Word 

Bob Adair

MY mum was a good weather / bad weather 
person, sometimes very calm and at others very 
stormy; she could change the climate without 
imposing a tax! Instead, she imposed a few 
whacks and wise words. So what did I learn? I 
guess I will just have to tell you a couple of stories 
from my childhood.
 When we were young, things were tight as we 
lived in a slum tenement in the 30s – 50s. One of 
my jobs was to go to the corner shop and buy a 
couple of bread rolls for breakfast each morning. 
Yes, bread rolls for breakfast! But there’s more: 
the number one breakfast topping in our house 
was lard spread on the rolls and, if we had enough 
ration card coupons, butter with a sprinkle of 
sugar.
 One morning I set off on the short trip to the 
shop when disaster struck. I dropped the money 
and, to my horror, it rolled down a stormwater 
grate. I could never tell what kind of mood my 
mum would be in. Would it be a stormy or a sunny 
day? No rolls, no breakfast; not a good day. But, 
to my everlasting amazement, she offered me this 
good news: “We just have to hope that someone 
less fortunate than ourselves finds the money.” For 
years I pondered on the poor folks who lived down 
the drain, but that day has changed my perspective 
on the importance of money. It is not how much 
you have but the attitude you have to it.
 Later on in life, my sister and brother-in-law 
had a shop in Murray St and my mum, when she 
went into town with them, would always take 
some coins for the parking metre even though she 
did not drive nor have a car. As she walked along 
the city streets, window or ‘wish’ shopping, she 
would diligently look at each lollypop metre and, 
if it was nearing the expiry time she would insert 
a coin to ensure the owner of the car did not incur 
a fine. You might think that she was an eccentric 
old lady but the real story here is about caring for 
others regardless of who they were; she never 
knew the people, only that they needed something 
she could supply. 
 These two stories could be negative or positive 
depending on your chosen perspective on life. 
Taking note of the negatives and the positives and 
learning from them has great benefits. All of us 
experience different situations but it is what we 
do with them that change us for better or worse. 
A lot of people believe in karma. I do not. We can 
change our circumstances; we can make choices 
based on whom we trust and learn from this, a 
fundamental Christian value based on the family. 

Beth Frayne
Secretary 

A BIG thank you to the Herald for featuring 
our Tidy Towns Regional win on the front 
page, last month. Thanks, Grant and Kim. 
We have had some good press in other places 
as well. The TTT Committee and supporters 
are looking forward to the State Awards 
luncheon on 22 November, in Perth. Toodyay 
representatives will be there!
 Were you at the Toodyay Show on 12 
October? TTT was! What a wonderful day; 
a showcase of the Toodyay community 
and its environmental, historical and social 
efforts. Congratulations to TTT supporter, 
the Toodyay Agricultural Society, for a 
super 160th Anniversary Show, with the 
Governor and all! Personally, I can confirm 
the Environmental Matters marquee and 
the Historical Society’s Donegan’s Cottage 
were popular places to visit. Did you visit 
the Wikimedia Wiki-Take stand?  Watch out 
for Toodyaypedia (en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Wikipedia:WikiTown/Toodyaypedia)!
 TTT put its Keep Toodyay Tidy Posters 
around the Showgrounds and the yellow 
wheelie bins were a welcome feature this year. 
Copies of our Tidy Towns Regional Awards 
certificates were on display. Thank you to 
the Toodyay Shire for making these copies. 
Beth and Desrae undertook a number of TTT 
Sustainability Audit Survey interviews. Greg 
Warburton and Peter Weatherly’s display 
about the Avon Water Catchment Basin was 
amazing. The cuddly native animals and the 
two Carnaby’s Cockatoos were popular with 
the younger set. 
 On the Sunday after the Show, Friends 
of the River and Naturalists Club members 
were out cleaning up the fire-cracker, horse 
and people debris around the Showgrounds 
and parking areas. I must say that those that 
went before us had done a pretty good job. It 
is the tiny bits that are the hardest to collect, 
like cracker detonators and caps.  

 Congratulations to our TTTC Chairman, 
Greg Warburton, for winning the Individual 
Landcarer Award at the State Landcare 
Awards, held at Government House, on 16 
October. This Award is thoroughly well 
deserved as Greg is a true Environmental 
Champion. Greg works as a Project Officer 
for Wheatbelt NRM at Northam, and is also 
Project Officer of the Toodyay Friends of the 
River and the Toodyay Naturalists’ Club.
 Chairman Greg reports that the TT Regional 
Winner notices have been fitted to our Tidy 
Towns signs. He will have done a TTT 
presentation at the AGM of the Toodyay and 
Districts Community Financial Services Ltd., 
on 29 October. The Shire Boundary Signs 
Project is moving forward with frames and 
signs being produced at the moment.
 What’s next? Well, the TTT Committee has 
been having a bit of a TTT holiday. We still 
haven’t made any plans to hold the promised 
presentation of our TTT Judges’ display. 
The Committee will have to meet before 
the end of this year, to decide if we wish to 
enter the 2014 competition (registrations 
now open!) Toodyay already has a lot of 
achievements to submit for the June 2013 to 
May 2014 competition period. I hope all our 
2013 supporters will agree to remain with 
us, and that we have a whole swathe of new 
supporters, especially the Adopt-a-Spotters 
who are not already part of TTT. I hope to 
get an issue of Toodyay Tidy Talk out before 
the end the year, with lots of good pictures!

TTT at Toodyay Show.
Toodyay Tidy Towns

Chaplaincy
What a Chaplain does

A CHAPLAIN’S primary role is to cultivate 
the personal and social wellbeing of students, 
their families and staff in need of social, 
emotional, mental, physical and spiritual 
support.
 Pastoral care includes a wide variety of issues 
including health, social and values education, 
behaviour management and emotional support 
for people irrespective of their faith and 
cultural backgrounds. Chaplains often run 
and coordinate activities and programmes that 
benefit the whole school community.
 Independent research has shown that 
chaplains are dealing with vital issues on a 
day-to-day basis, making them a valuable part 
of the school fabric and a significant influence 
in assisting students deal with issues and reach 
their potential. Chaplains assist students to 
address difficult social issues. They work 
within the school as a caring adult and as part 
of a professional student service team by:

• building relationships with students, 
families and staff;

• offering pastoral care;
• being a mentor;
• providing additional practical help for 

teaching and administrative staff;
• offering input into spiritual and ‘the 

meaning of life’ questions;
• being a positive role model;

• providing a link between schools and local 
communities.

 Chaplaincy started in 1982 through the 
support of local churches providing funding 
for chaplains in two schools in WA. Today 
there are over 260 chaplains employed by 
YouthCARE in 310 government schools in 
WA.

The Bible says this: ‘Pay attention to what you 
are taught, and you will be successful; trust in the 
LORD and you will be happy.’ Pro 16:20 GNB
 Knowing God gives you a different perspective 
on life in the now and the hereafter. You have 
a choice; you can just ignore Him as ethereal, 
having no influence in your life or make Him a 
teacher and an unconditional giver. ‘If any of you 
need wisdom, you should ask God, and it will be 
given to you. ‘God is generous and won’t correct 
you for asking.’ Jas 1:5 CEV
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Stable Liquor  
Shop 1 105 Stirling Terrace Toodyay    08 9574 2653

SEE IN STORE FOR 
OUR FULL CATALOGUE. GREAT BARGAINS!

   
Down Under Cellars supports the responsible 

 service and consumption of alcohol ID 25.

CHECK OUT SOME GREAT RECIPES AT
www.downundercellars.com.au

Specials available from 1st October until 31st October 2013, or while stocks last. Pics for illustration only. 

DUC1OCTOBERHALFPGTH

Hahn Super Dry
24x330ml Stubbies

$44.99
each

Tooheys Extra Dry
24x345ml Stubbies

$38.99
each

$33.99 $34.99$34.99

Jack Daniel’s 1907
700ml

Captain Morgan 
Spiced Gold Rum

700ml

Bundaberg Premix
10x375ml Cans

$13.99

Amberley 
Secret Lane Semillon 

Sauvignon Blanc
750ml

$11.99

Walking Birds
Sauvignon Blanc

750ml

$17.99

Yalumba 
‘The Scribbler’ Cabernet 

Sauvignon Shiraz
750ml

NEW

Desraé Clarke

THIS tangy dessert has been a long-time 
favourite with me. It takes a little time 
to prepare if you make your own pastry, 
which I prefer to do, but the time and 
effort is definitely worth it. With the 
festive season just around the corner 
and lots of invites this dessert is a true 
winner.
NB 1  Take the eggs out of the fridge at 
least an hour before they are to be used. 
This will give them time to come to room 
temperature which will allow the whites 
of the eggs to beat well for the meringue.
NB 2  It is a good idea to have everything 
measured and ready before you start. 
Ingredients:
23cm sweet pastry case
¾ cup caster sugar
⅓ cup cornflour
1 cup water
Grated rind of 2 lemons
⅔ cup lemon juice
60gm butter or Flora margarine
2 egg yolks
Meringue
2 egg whites
¼ cup caster sugar

IDA’S Hideaway celebrated its 12th 
Anniversary with a birthday party held at 
the Victoria Hotel. It was well attended 
with approximately 40 people enjoying the 
festivities.
 Ida thanked all the volunteers and hoped 
for a good year next year.
 Ida has had a good following at Butterly 
House every Saturday afternoon since the 
Hideaway opened, and it goes from strength 
to strength each new year.

Ida (2nd from left) with her family. Photo: Paul Sutton

Ida’s Hideaway Birthday Celebrations

 With thanks to all the sponsors, the dinner 
was a great success.
 A highlight of the afternoon was the 
cutting of the cake by Mena Chapman, the 
Hideaway’s oldest member.
 Ida’s family was there on the day to offer 
support, and many friends and colleagues 
were present to enjoy the day.
 Thanks to the Victoria Hotel and staff for 
a really enjoyable dinner.
 Hope to see you all again next year.

Autumn Leaf

SORRY I did not put a report in for October 
but here’s one for November.
 On 15 October, three members went and 
cleaned up our part of ‘Clean up Toodyay’ 
after the Toodyay Show, collecting 15kg of 
rubbish. A very big thank you to Freda, Jeff 
and Mike.
 On 9 October, we invited the Bindoon 
Seniors Club over for a game of bowls and 
lunch. We all had a great time meeting up 
with our old friends again.
 Our monthly lunch party was held at 
Sweethearts Cafe on 29 October. We all 

enjoyed a lovely lunch.
 In November we have a busy month with 
the following events: a visit to Bindoon 
Seniors Club on the 6th, a visit to Goomalling 
Seniors Club on the 12th, a visit to Warwick 
Seniors Club on the 19th and, to finish off 
the month, we have a sausage sizzle in the 
hall on 20th. 
 I would like to mention the passing of our 
good friend and member, Joan Hubie. We all 
miss her smiling face and good humour.
 Birthdays this month are Diane Nolan on 
the 5th and Billie Dodemaide on the 6th 
December.
 We wish them a very happy birthday. 

Autumn Club

Recipe Corner
Lemon Meringue Pie

Method:
Combine the ¾ cup of sugar and cornflour 
with the water and lemon juice until it is 
very smooth using either a saucepan (if 
using a hotplate) or a microwave safe 
bowl (if using a microwave).
 Stir the mixture constantly over heat 
until it thickens.
 Remove from the heat and quickly stir 
in the butter (or margarine), egg yolks 
and lemon rind and stir till the mixture 
is well blended.
 Allow the mixture to cool and when it 
is cold it can be spread onto the pastry 
case.
Meringue
 Beat the egg whites until they are 
foamy.
Very gradually add the sugar, a small 
amount at a time, and beat each addition 
of sugar for 2 minutes until it has all 
been added.
 Spoon the meringue on to the lemon 
mixture.
 Cook in a very moderate oven, 160ºC, 
until the meringue is lightly browned.
 Turn off the oven heat and leave the 
meringue in the oven until the oven has 
cooled.
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Arts Toodyay
Clive Eger

THE fifth annual Arts Toodyay VINO art 
exhibition was held over the September long 
weekend. As in previous years, the exhibition 
was a great success and Arts Toodyay 
members are now taking a well deserved 
break after the frenzy of activity and 
organisation that went into the preparations. 
But all agree that it was lots of fun and 
well worth the effort. The large number 
of exhibits, most of them by local artists, 
was of a particularly high standard and the 
many visitors were quick to comment on the 
quality and variety on offer. A number of 
visitors were so impressed that they made 
purchases, including one who arrived at 
the last moment just as the exhibition was 
being dismantled and scored herself a new 
favourite artwork. 
 It is estimated that well over 500 people 
visited the exhibition including some who 
had been in Toodyay for the picnic races. 
VINO would have been a great place to 
spend the winnings if you had been a lucky 
punter! A record number of votes were cast 
for the ‘People’s Choice’ and the winner this 
year was Despina Weston for her painting, 
‘Youthful Bonds’. 

NORTHAM HYUNDAI’S
NEW SHOWROOM

*$19,990

i30
FROM

DRIVE AWAY

DRIVE AWAY

www.northamhyundai.com.au
37 Fitzgerald St, Northam

9622 5588

*$26,990

TA
12

04
66

1

DL 8805

$1,000 Clearance Bonus on selected models.(only until 30th Sept 2013)

ix35
FROM

$1000 
Bonus

$1000 
Bonus

 Once again we would like to acknowledge 
the generosity of Michael Wood in hosting 
the exhibition at Coorinja Winery and 
St John Ambulance for the loan of their 
marquee for our opening night celebrations. 
Special recognition goes to Wendy Lewer for 
her coordination of the event, John Zawarda 
for his ‘brilliant’ work on the lighting and 
to Bev Bush and Margot Watkins for their 
excellent catering for the opening night. 
 2013 has truly been a vintage year for 
VINO and it is obvious that VINO has 
become an important feature of the Toodyay 
arts and social calendar. Everyone in Arts 
Toodyay is looking forward to doing it all 
again next year!

Ange Sturman

OCTOBER is always a busy month for 
Toodyay Spinners. A lot of effort goes into 
our presentation for the Toodyay Show. 
 In Parkers’ cottage, we had several items 
for sale and display as well as the items 
entered in the show. The best exhibit was 
won by Jan Manning for a stunning felt on 
silk waistcoat. We also displayed for show 
visitors the jumper we made in our Back-to-
back challenge in May.
 Before the show, Audrey knitted a scarf 
in gold alpaca and Berenice showed us 

Toodyay Spinners

her ‘Pensive Lady’ which she had earlier 
exhibited in the Vino exhibition of local 
artists at the Coorinja Winery. 
 Our Spinning Group meets every 
Wednesday from 9am to noon and every third 
Saturday of the month at Parker’s Cottage in 
the Showgrounds. For further information, 
please contact Ange Sturman, Secretary, on 
9574 2507 or Gretta Sauta, President, on 
9574 2868. New members are most welcome 
and no experience is necessary.

Wesfarmers

ONE of the biggest concerts ever staged in 
regional Western Australia will take place 
in April next year as part of Wesfarmers’ 
centenary celebrations. 
 The Wesfarmers Centenary Community 
Concert will be performed by the West 
Australian Symphony Orchestra and West 
Australian Opera in Northam on the evening 
of Saturday 12 April 2014. 
 Wesfarmers Managing Director, Richard 
Goyder, said he was delighted to announce 
the company would join with the state’s finest 
musicians and vocalists to stage a major 
outdoor event in the Wheatbelt where the 
former farmers’ co-operative was founded 
in 1914. 
  “We’re bringing together our principal 

2014 Centenary Concert 
in the Wheatbelt

performing arts 
par tne r s ,  t he 
West Australian 
S y m p h o n y 
Orchestra and 
West Australian 
Opera, in a free 
c o m m u n i t y 
t w i l i g h t 
celebration that 
will take place 
where our story 
b e g a n , ”  M r 
Goyder said. 
  “Wesfarmers 
owes much to 
its co-operative 

roots and to the farmers and rural communities 
who have supported us since 1914. We have 
grown to become one of Australia’s largest 
listed companies because of the values 
we trace to our farming origins: patience, 
boldness, resilience, a willingness to take a 
long term view and our commitment to the 
communities where we operate.
 “We want to thank the thousands of people 
who have contributed to the longevity 
and success of Wesfarmers and we invite 
everyone to come along and celebrate with 
us.” 
 West Australian Symphony Orchestra Chief 
Executive, Craig Whitehead, said he looked 
forward to the rare opportunity to take the 
full symphony orchestra to regional Western 
Australia to present a programme of classical 
masterpieces and popular favourites.

Kristee Jolly

Upcoming Performance – Uncle Jack
AFTER long nights of rehearsals over 
the past months, the final preparations are 
underway for the production ‘Uncle Jack’ 
which will open on Friday 8 November, 
followed by a second performance on 
Saturday 9 November. 
 If you want to head out for a night of great 
entertainment and lots of laughs, pop into 
Makit Hardware to purchase your tickets 
for $20 per person. The doors will open at 
7pm with the show commencing at 7.30pm. 
We would like to encourage all audience 

members to BYO nibbles but please be 
advised, there will be bar facilities available 
so this is strictly a no BYO alcohol event.
 On behalf of the Toodyay Theatre Group, 
we wish all the cast and crew all the best on 
performance night and wish to congratulate 
Hannah Welburn for all of her hard work as 
first time director – we are certain it will be 
a stellar performance.
TTG on Facebook
If you would like to be kept up to date with 
productions, auditions and just general TTG 
chit chat, please follow us by searching 
‘Toodyay Theatre Group’ on Facebook or go to 
www.facebook.com/ ToodyayTheatreGroup.

Lights, Camera, Action!
Toodyay Theatre Group

9574 5771

Relocated to 2 Duke St N
Same friendly, reliable service

Open Wed - Sat
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heritage focus

Toodyay Theatre Group Inc.
proudly present

UNCLE JACK
A play written by Judith Prior
Directed by Hannah Welburn
Produced by David Mitchell

tickets $20
AVAILABLE FROM MAKIT HARDWARE

t o o d y a y  m e m o r i a l  H a l l
Doors open at 7pm - Show starts at 7.30pm

BYO Nibblies

strictly NO BYO - bar facilities available

Beth Frayne

THIS photo shows Toodyay folk doing what 
they do best, working and playing together. 
But the photo, given to the Toodyay Herald 
archives by Peter Chiffings in 2002, has some 
question marks over its provenance, that is 
nothing written in pencil on the back apart 
from some guesses by me! Toodyay Folk 
Festival or Moondyne Festival? 1988 or 
earlier or later? I have checked reports to find 
mention of street parades at these festivals. 
There was one in the 1994 Moondyne 
Festival, and it did feature a Country 
Women’s Association float, but, alas, the 
name of this float was ‘Families First’. So, 
over to the Toodyay CWA members to see 

In Days Gone By
Ron E Waters

WHEN I was trapping rabbits and shearing 
sheep in the Calingiri, Yerecoin and Bolgart 
areas, I will tell you about things that 
happened there. 
 I was shearing sheep at Mr Grosscofs farm 
between Calingiri and Yerecoin when we 
had a terrible earthquake. Paddy Anderson 
and myself were sleeping in a small tin shed 
and sometime through the night there was a 
terrible explosion right under the building 
that lifted us up in our beds and in the 

Toodyay Historical 
Society

Beth Frayne
Events Co-ordinator

AT Donegan’s Cottage on Toodyay Show 
Day, 12 October, we had a pleasing number 
of visitors, enquiries and book sales. Local 
resident, Laurie Chitty, gave us some valuable 
written recollections of shops and residents of 
Stirling Terrace in the 1950s, and a newspaper 
article on the 1975 Toodyay Show. Many 
thanks to those who worked in Donegan’s on 
the day: Len, Allen, Jenny, Beth, Brian, Robyn, 
Desrae, Wayne, Milton, Faye, Bob and Prim. 
Many thanks to Jenny for her wonderful new 
‘Many Lives of Mill Farm’ display. Photo 
display sheets lent by the Toodyay Agricultural 
Society were also popular. 
 Yours truly (Beth Frayne) was the Feature 
Speaker at our 16 October Wednesday night 
meeting. I gave a presentation called: ‘Talk 
about the TAS: research methods for a history 
of the Toodyay Agricultural Society’. (See 
separate *report below). 

 On Sunday, 27 October, I escorted six THS 
members and friends on the inaugural THS 
Toodyay Town 2-hour Heritage Walk, going 
down lanes and looking into backyards and 
at empty spaces! Yes, the walk went well, in 
spite of the heat; there are lots of shady spots 
in Toodyay. Marg Pember, her sister, Diane 
Thomas (both formerly the Ayling sisters), 
and Zinnia Brown shared their memories of 
living in Toodyay. All the walkers enjoyed 
the Walk, which is the main thing. I only had 
to use my whistle once to get their attention. 
I found, with a trailing group, that I didn’t get 
time to say as much as I did on the trial runs. 

Blast from the past in the Herald Archives
Working Together

if they can tell me when they put together 
the float pictured! Please let Beth know 
any further details by phoning 9574 5971 
or email the Herald on toodyayherald@
westnet.com.au.
‘School Bus History’ Reprise!

Many thanks to Russell Chrimes, who 
confirmed that Max Heath’s school bus had 
its last run the day of the photo. Russell and 
his team kept the bus going all those years 
(1979-1993). Russell told me that the third 
fellow in the photo was his office clerk, Colin 
Ettridge. Russell also knew a bit about the 
old film projectors, having been part of the 
Community Cinema crew.

So, I have enough stuff for two different Town 
Centre Walks.
 Other issues and activities: Jenny’s Motorbike 
Project (she needs volunteers), helping with the 
Bendigo Bank calendar project, Toodyaypedia 
and QR codes (look it up on the net).
 Next general meeting: Wednesday, 20 
November 2013, 7pm, at Donegan’s Cottage. 
Feature Speaker: Committee Member, Milton 
A. Baxter, talking about his wide-ranging 
interest in genealogy and history.
 Next event: ‘International Bring-a-Plate and 
Story’ Dinner, Toodyay Masonic Lodge Hall, 
Sunday, 24 November, 6pm. The idea is to 
bring a soup, main or dessert plate that features 
the cuisine of one of the countries from which 
migrants have settled in Toodyay. And to tell a 
story about one of these migrant families. Tell 
or ask Beth or Jenny for ideas on what to bring 
and say.
 For information about any matter related to 
the Toodyay Historical Society or how we may 
assist you or your group, please contact the 
Secretary Desrae Clarke via email: desraec@
westnet.com.au or phone 6364 3609, President, 
Peter Robinson on 0417 957 378, or committee 
member Beth Frayne on 9574 5971. 
 Our headquarters are at Donegan’s Cottage 
(within the Showground complex), which is 
open to the public every Thursday from 1pm til 
3pm. Membership is $10 and our postal address 
is PO Box 32, Toodyay WA 6566.

*Talk about the TAS 

Beth Frayne
THS Committee

AT the October meeting of the Toodyay 
Historical Society, I gave a presentation on 
the Toodyay Agricultural Society entitled 
‘Talk about the TAS: research methods for a 
history of the Toodyay Agricultural Society’. 
With help from fellow researcher, Robyn 
Taylor, I explained how information about the 
history of the TAS was found and recorded. 
This project had two phases: firstly, gathering 
information for the TAS Honour Board Project, 
and, secondly, recording the general history of 
the Society. Earlier attempts by others (1996 to 
2003) to write a history were described. 
 The what, who and when elements that are 
required for an Honour Board (names and 
sources) were recorded in a TAS Chronology 
and then placed in a spreadsheet. From that 
detailed spreadsheet, the individual position 

tables were built. The prime sources were 
the TAS minutes, held in the Battye Library, 
and in the TAS archives in Toodyay. The 
Schedules of Prizes (Show Programme) were 
also used to identify position changes. Where 
the minutes were missing (1853-1857, 1870-
1912), newspapers, mainly in the Trove online 
Australian newspaper database, were used. 
However, for many years, election information 
was not found, resulting in a few gaps. 
 When writing a society history, as against 
compiling honour board tables, the researcher 
adds the where and why elements and 
more whats. All this information was also 
recorded in the Chronology, which helps 
to identify gaps and inconsistencies. A 
varying understanding of the foundation date 
(1853) was an interesting case. Evidence was 
presented to support the TAS being the second 
oldest agricultural society still in existence in 
W.A., the York Agricultural Society being the 
oldest. Showgrounds changes, such as grounds 
expansion and the building and demolition of 
TAS and Road Board facilities, were explored. 
 The TAS has presented a show every year, 
except for four years during the World Wars: 
1914, and 1943-1945. So the 2013 Show 
was, in fact, the 156th Show! But is there 
more to the Society than just presenting the 
annual Toodyay Agricultural Show? I have 
identified, so far, a range of activities, such as 
contributing to the Central Districts display 
at the Royal Show; entering a candidate 
in the RASWA Rural Youth Ambassador 
competition, supporting the building of 
community facilities such as the Youth Hall, 
funding two school scholarships for Year 7 
students in Toodyay and Bolgart, and holding 
balls and dances. In the past, the TAS also 
supported agricultural education at the local 
school, a local Junior Farmers’ Club, arranged 
for visiting experts, held film shows, pasture 
and wheat competitions and field days, and 
attended agricultural conferences and affiliated 
agricultural societies’ conferences.
 I will continue to write up the TAS history. So 
far, I have printed a few copies of my Research 
Notes, which may be viewed at Donegan’s 
Cottage. The TAS also has a few copies for 
their Members’ use. Copies are not for sale.

Heritage Walkers in Newcastle Park

morning we could see a lot of damage to Mr 
Grosscofs house, that he had just built. 
 When I was trapping rabbits east of 
Calingiri the ground there used to shake so 
much, the tremors would set off lots of my 
traps and I would have to wait until they 
stopped to set the traps again.
 When I was shearing sheep on a farm west 
of Calingiri under a red gum tree the farmer 
said lets go fox shooting tonight. We went 
over to his brother’s farm to go shooting. I 
was standing looking at a fox I had shot and 
the famer said you are standing right where 
a relative of yours had a market garden and 
a plant nursery years ago. I asked him who 
it was and he said Mr Annease Waters. He 
went OK for a while until his relatives saw 
the good vegetables and fruit trees he was 
growing, so they all came to buy things 
there. He loved seeing all his relatives come 
but he gave away more things than he sold 
and the garden and nursery was closed down 
Annease went back to Toodyay and managed 
the Rose Garden at the War Memorial. He 
also planted three Peach trees which had 
two different kinds of peaches on each tree 
behind the Freemasons Hotel in Toodyay. 
 When I was trapping rabbits in the Bolgart 
area with Mr Ted Lee we caught two of the 
biggest catches of rabbits we ever caught. 
West of Bolgart where some farm managers 
lived, there was a big dam and the rabbits 
came there to drink every night.  We caught 
four hundred rabbits there one night with 
340 traps working the traps all night. The 
biggest lot of rabbits Ted and I caught was 
five hundred and fifty five one night at 
Wattening on a property called the Carol; 
that night we also caught four foxes. We were 
putting aniseed on the paper that covered half 
the plate of the trap and the rabbits could 
smell it from a long way away and run to the 
traps. That was the most money we made in 
one night; we got £86 (eighty six pounds) 
for the rabbits which is equivalent to $172 
dollars. We caught two hundred rabbits every 
night but these two catches at Bolgart and 
Wattening were the biggest.
  I remember a big storm at Bolgart and 
Toodyay in February one year and Mr Ned 
Haynes crossing the West Bolgart creek on 
his tractor and the water was so deep he got 
his bottom wet on the tractor seat. Then I 
remember seeing a tractor bogged on a farm 
with just the motor and exhaust sticking out 
of the ground and the Bolgart Toodyay brook 
was an inland sea.
  I remember trapping rabbits in Hamersley’s 
east paddock back in 1952 and sleeping on 
a wheat bag on the ground when I was 
awakened by something touching my ear 
about 4am in the morning. I put my hand 
up to my ear and pushed a big carpet snake 
away. It had been sucking my ear trying to 
swallow it as they always wet the things they 
are going to swallow. From that day I always 
slept away from stone heaps or trees where 
the snakes live.  

mailto:desraec@westnet.com.au
mailto:desraec@westnet.com.au
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Avon Woodturners
Andrea McCandlish
Secretary

THE Avon Woodturners have had quite a 
busy period over the last two months and 
the next two months will see us just as busy 
making Christmas gifts.
 The Toodyay Show was quite successful 
for us on several levels with enquiries about 
membership and commissions to make 
specific items for people. Our raffle was 
again popular and well-supported by the 
local community, the very pleased winner 
being the shire CEO, Stan Scott. One 
member demonstrated pen making, another 
turned a couple of small gavels while another 
produced an egg cup. The interest leads to 
all sorts of conversations! The woodturning 
classes in the pavilion were well supported 
with John Smart collecting the Most Points 
Trophy donated by the Avon Woodturners.
 Several members travelled down the hill to 
the Swan Woodturners weekend workshop 
on 19 October. David Doye entered a pepper 
mill, made from laminated layers of wood, 
and gained a 3rd prize in the novice section – 
his first foray into competition at state level.
 The Swan Woodturners will team up with 
the Avon Woodturners to run a weekend 
workshop in Toodyay on Saturday 15 
March 2014 in the Toodyay Memorial Hall. 
These weekends are very popular amongst 
woodturners and generally attract around 
80 participants so we are looking forward 
to once again hosting a workshop.
 Our secretary, Andrea McCandlish, 
is representing the woodturners on the 
Community Depot Advisory Committee as 
it is likely the woodturners will move out 
there as changes are eventually made to the 
showground area. Plans for a shed have been 
submitted and we are waiting to see what the 
site looks like once earthworks and some 
tidying up have been completed. To us, this is 
a project with great potential as a community 
activity hub and we hope that the shire is 
successful with its funding applications so 
that the project can proceed quickly. 
 We have been the recipients of a number 
of people’s generosity in the past month. A 
former member who now lives in Wagin has 
donated his old lathe to us after buying a 
new one. It’s a very nice lathe and everyone 
has been trying to ‘have a go’ on it. We have 
also received several donations of timber, 
mostly green but still very useful in size and 
variety, and there isn’t much room left under 
the table. (Timber storage shelving is part of 
our plans for the Community Depot shed!) 
We thank the various donors and very much 
appreciate their generosity.
 On a more sombre note, the Avon 
Woodturners Group mourns the passing of 
Pat Eyres, wife of our long-time member, 
David. Our thoughts and sympathies have 

Butterly Bits
Jo Sutton
Secretary

THERE was a good turnout to the Butterly 
Cottages Association AGM held on 21 
October at Butterly House. Especially 
pleasing was the attendance of a few new 
members.
 At the meeting, the Association President 
thanked the departing Office Bearers for their 
work and the Treasurer, Paul Sutton, showed 
the proposed plans for the new building 
project. Then it was time to elect the new 
office bearers for 2013:
 President  Mr Jim Short
 Vice President  Mrs Tina Short
 Treasurer  Mr Paul Sutton
 Secretary  Mrs Jo Sutton.
 In addition to the office bearers, the 
Executive Committee includes Shirley 
Patten, Margaret O ‘Sullivan, Lynette Hooks, 
Ellen Campbell, Jenny Perkins, Gretta Sauta 
and Trish Bodle.
 Our next meeting is on 2 December at 
1pm at Butterly House. We would welcome 
anyone interested to join us for that meeting.
 For further information, phone the 
secretary on 9574 2698 or write to PO Box 
37, Toodyay.

Ida’s Hideaway
Greasy Sleeve

IT’S that time of year again! Time flies when 
you’re having fun.
 Unfortunately, we recently lost a friend, 
Joan Hubie, who was also a foundation 
member of the ‘Hideaway’. She is sadly 
missed by all of us. We all know that, every 
Saturday, she is watching over us.
 Our Christmas Street Stall will be held on 
6 December.
 We are also looking for new ‘Golden 
Oldies’ to come and play some games and 
enjoy laughter and happiness. It doesn’t cost 
you anything, only a big smile!
 Volunteers, too, are urgently needed. Please 
contact Ida or Ray on 9574 2858.
 Our birthday wishes go out to Eli Patten 
who celebrates on 2 November and to Anne 
Sinclaire for 4 November.

News from Bolgart 
and Surrounding 

Areas
Doris M Martin

FIRSTLY, congratulations to Regan Clarke 
who did himself proud at both the Mortlock 
Sports Carnival 2013 and also the Victoria 
Plains State Schools Interschool Sports 
Carnival 2013 by winning the Boys Open 
Championships for Bolgart School. Also 
doing well for Bolgart School at the Mortlock 
Carnival was Alyssa Farrall (Girls under 11 
Champion) and Lee Quadrio (Boys under 11 
Runner up Champion).
 It appears to have been a month for partying 
between both birthdays and weddings.
 Congratulations to Callen Syred and wife 
Annette (née Allen) on their recent wedding. 
A reception was held at the Bolgart Hall 
which was done up beautifully for the 
occasion.
 The Bolgart hall was also beautifully 
decorated on the night of 12 October when 
a surprise party was held to celebrate the 
60th birthday of Geoff Waters, a one-time 
resident of the area. Folk travelled from great 
distances for the occasion with many staying 
at the caravan park over night.
 A good many former Bolgart folk returned 
for the occasion, whilst a live band beat out 
tunes from bygone days and a beautifully 
iced and decorated birthday cake took pride 
of place.
 Meanwhile at Calingiri, a seventieth 
birthday party was held at the Calingiri 
Football club rooms for Mrs Bev Hogg. 
The party also doubled as a 50th Wedding 
Anniversary party for Bev and husband, Bob. 
Well done and best wishes to you both.
 Also celebrating a 70th birthday was Mrs 
Marlene Jones of Calingiri with a party at her 
and Robbie’s home. Best wishes to you also 
Marlene.
 Last but not least in our celebratory chain 
was a 90th birthday party held for a one-time 
resident and respected citizen of the Victoria 
Plains area, Mr Frank Howard.
 Frank celebrated his 90th birthday at 
the home of his daughter and son-in-
law, Francene and Lindsay McGill of 
Ravenswood, on the long weekend of 30 
September with 100 family and friends. 
Some travelled from as far away as Broome, 
Bremer Bay and Albany.
 As a lad, Frank started school at Yerecoin 
when it first opened and later farmed at 
Yerecoin with his wife Jean, until moving 
to Bakers Hill, then Bassendean, where they 
now live.
 Pat Lewis (née McDonald), a guest at the 
party, was also one of the first students to 
attend Yerecoin Primary School and, on 
meeting at the party, these two reminisced 
on the riding of horses and pranks played in 
those early days.
 Frank was a champion athlete who enjoyed 
Tennis and Water Skiing. He captained 
Carani and Yerecoin Football teams and was 
frequently best player. He was also a keen 
supporter of the club.
 A long time good friend and opposition 
player for Bolgart who attended the party 
was Doug King formerly of Wyening.
 I believe a great time was had by all in 
attendance.
 It is good to see crops in the area looking 
good after a rough start earlier in the season. 
Could well be a bumper year.
 Finally, due to a hiccup with the Herald 

SANDSPLUS PTY LTD
SUPPLY AND DELIVER: 

SAND:  White and Yellow
GRAVEL:  Screened road base
 Screened and crushed gravel 
  7-18mm
 Oversize
BLUE  METAL:  Crushed rock, Blue Metal 
  7-20mm
FERTILISER and GRAIN DELIVERIES

Phone Mike:  0417 989 559
Email:  sandsplus1@gmail.com

Applicati on for Public Comment
Shire of Toodyay - Newcastle Convict Depot 

Interpretati on Plan

The Shire of Toodyay is currently seeking submissions on this plan.

The Newcastle Convict Depot Interpretati on Plan is a guide which off ers 
possible future directi on of the heritage site - How the site can be presented 
as a heritage tourism site, and specifi c protocols where needed to protect 
the site.  

Your views on the proposed, Newcastle Depot Interpretati on Plan are a vital 
part of this process.  Copies of the proposed Newcastle Depot Interpretati on 
Plan are available at the Shire Administrati on Offi  ce, Toodyay Public Library 
and Visitor Centre, as well as being viewed on the Shire’s website.

Submissions on the Newcastle Convict Depot Interpretati on Plan may 
be addressed in writi ng and lodged with the Manager of Community 
Development, Shire of Toodyay, PO Box 96 Toodyay 6566, by 4.00pm, 29 
November 2013.

Further informati on on the above proposal is available by contacti ng the 
Manager of Community Development on 9574 2754.

Stan Scott 
Chief Executi ve Offi  cer

computer not receiving my article last 
month, I had to fax it through to them and, 
somewhere in the re-typing of it at the Herald 
Office, a couple of lines were omitted from 
the article regarding the passing of Leo 
Camerer. It should have read that Leo and 
wife, Valmai (née Box), farmed at Halcyon 
farming property at Wattening south of 
Bolgart where they reared their family, later 
moving to a farming property off Bulligan 
Road when their son Theo married.
 Apologies for the mix up.

Apologies from the Herald, too.
Ed

Toodyay Music Club
Jenny Edgecombe

SING-ALONG sessions are so much fun! 
I haven’t mentioned them for a while, 
but we did enjoy ourselves at the October 
meeting with extended sessions including 
a few old favourites like ‘Travelling On’, 
‘Sloop John B’, ‘Gipsy Rover’ and ‘Knock 
On Your Door’ (it’s a real challenge getting 
the last chorus right in that one). People 
who love singing but consider themselves 
non-singers can join right in and share the 
special experience of singing along with a 
group of happy people. If you don’t want to 

sing, you can shake, rattle or roll one of our 
percussion instruments – you might even get 
to play an ‘egg’! 
 I won’t try to list every one of last month’s 
individual items, but I want to give you 
some idea of the range of styles we hear 
every month: sea shanties – Spencer and 
Joe singing ‘The Lifeboat Song’; Aus folk 
music with Jenny singing unaccompanied 
about the famous NSW steam engine ‘3801’; 
something more dramatic with Kay’s ‘I Will 
Survive’ and then Jeanette treating us to 
‘Song of the Mira’. We heard a USA song, 
‘Yankee Lady’, then Spencer performed 
the sweet, haunting song, ‘Take Your Own 
Sweet Time’. There was Joe’s lovely guitar 
accompanying the touching ‘Safe in the 
Harbour’ and something more in the pop 
line from Kay with ‘There’s a Kind of Hush’. 
There were many more items, but this gives 
you the general picture, and we finished up 
with the cheerful little Scottish song, ‘Tak 
A Dram’ so we could all go home humming 
happily.
 One of our favourite annual outings is 
coming up again in December, when the 
club will be providing entertainment at the 
Beth Avon Christmas Party. Members who 
would like to have a jolly good time singing 
festive songs and mingling with the staff and 
residents please contact Joe or Spencer for 
more information.
 The November meeting features a theme 
of ‘Heavenly Bodies’, and there are some 
wild and wonderful interpretations being 
nominated for items! It’s not compulsory 
– theme nights are just intended to prompt 
people to try some new songs and genres. 
Performers are encouraged to try to base one 
or more of their items around the theme.
 We’d love to see you there, whether it’s to 
participate as performer or audience member.
 Our next club evening is at 7pm on Friday 
8 November.
 Any style of singing or instrumental 
performance welcome so long as it is 
acoustic. For further information, contact 
Teddy or Spencer on 9574 4492.

Toodyay 
Freemasons

John Adams
Secretary

THE Toodyay Freemasons meet on the 3rd 
Friday of the month at the Masonic Hall in 
Templar Lane, right next to the Shire offices. 
The historic Toodyay Lodge building has 
been in existence since 1879 and the Toodyay 
Lodge has operated in Toodyay continuously 
since 1899. 
 One of the aims of Freemasonry is to 
assist in making good men better, and the 
Toodyay Lodge is proud of its fraternal 
concord and fellowship as well as its support 
of community projects.
 The Toodyay Lodge invites Freemasons 
who have recently moved into the area or 
who have not attended a lodge meeting for 
some time to renew their interest and come 
along to a Lodge night.
 Men who are curious about Freemasonry 
and would like to know more about what 
it stands for are invited to contact the 
local Lodge Secretary, John Adams, on 
9574 5681 or check out the website of the 
Grand Lodge of Western Australia at www.
grandlodgeofwa.com.au.

been with David and his family at this sad 
time.
 That’s all for this month. As our sponsor, 
Roadwise, says: Don’t Drive Tired.
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when and where they meet

AAFC 708 SQUADRON
Australian Air Force Cadets ages 12 ½ to 17, male and female  
Building J1, Northam Army Camp Grt Eastern Hwy.  Friday 
6:30-9:30pm during school term. 708squ@cadetnet.gov.au

AFRICAN DRUMMING
Thursdays (adults) 6 - 7.30pm at The Factory Baptist Church
All instruments provided. Enquiries: Heather on 9574 5463.

ARTS TOODYAY INC
Meets 1st Tuesday 8pm, The Old Police Station, Duke St Sth. 
Interested in arts/crafts workshops call Wendy 9574 4172 

AUSTRALIAN BREASTFEEDING ASSOCIATION
Breastfeeding information & company of mums. 2nd & 4th 
Tuesday, Salvation Army Support Centre, 3 Elizabeth Pl 
Northam 10am-noon. 3rd Tuesday at Toodyay Playgroup 12-
2pm. Call Louise for details 9574 0229

AUTUMN CLUB
Every Wednesday 1pm to 4pm Toodyay Sports Pavilion Contact 
Glenyce Bosnjak 9574 4587

AVONGROVE TAI CHI
Promoting Health Fitness & Relaxation Classes at CWA Hall 
Mondays & Thursdays 9:30am to 11:00am. New members 
receive two free intro classes Contact Peter Millar 0408 364 917

AVON VALLEY ADULT RIDING CLUB
Meets 4th Saturday (Feb - Nov) at Northam.
Contact Tina 0499 030 177

AVON VALLEY ENVIRONMENTAL SOC.
3rd Friday at Wheatbelt Natural Resource Management 
(WNRM) transportable, Dept of Agriculture and Food, York 
Road, approx 500m past Cunderdin turnoff, noon.

AVON VALLEY VINTAGE VEHICLE ASSOCIATION 
3rd Thursday 8pm at the old engineers quarters next to Northam 
Railway Museum Fitzgerald Street Northam Ph 9622 1192 

AVON WOODTURNERS GROUP
Meet every Sunday and Wednesday 9am-12 noon Wool Pavilion 
Toodyay Sports Ground 

BEJOORDING VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE BRIGADE
Meet at Bejoording Fire Shed, 3rd Tuesday 6pm

CHILD HEALTH IMMUNISATION CLINIC
For the next immunisation clinic please call Sheree on 9574 4577 
for details and book an appointment.

COONDLE NUNILE VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE BRIGADE
Meets 2nd Saturday from October to April, June and August, 5pm 
at Coondle Fire Shed.

COUNTRY WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION (CWA)
General meeting - 4th Thursday 1.30pm C.W.A. Hall. New 
Members very welcome. Hall bookings and enquiries contact 
Viv 9574 4871

CUBS, JOEYS  & SCOUTS (only during school term)
Youth Hall, Showgrounds, Cubs & Joeys 4.00pm - 5.30pm
Scouts, Thursday 6pm - 8.00pm Ph: 9574 2363

EARTH SOLUTIONS - AVON VALLEY
3rd Tuesday 6pm at PB Kirby Centre, cnr Gordon & Wellington 
Sts, Northam. New members welcome. Contact Caroline Barr 
on 9622 8043 or Belle Moore on 9622 5203 for information.

FIRST STEPS PLAYGROUP INC - TOODYAY 
MONTESSORI
Monday 9.30 - 11.30am Playgroup Room Community Resource 
Centre Enquiries call Felicity 9574 4254

FITNESS AND FUN FOR THE OVER 55’s
Wednesday 9am, Sports Pavillion.

IDA’S HIDEAWAY
Every Saturday 1-4pm Butterly House Call Ida Edwards 9574 
2858

JULIMAR VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE BRIGADE
Meets 3rd Saturday 5.30pm Julimar Fire Shed followed by BYO 
BBQ. Training Sunday following meeting 9am Julimar Fire 
Shed.

MOERLINA
Every Tuesday and Thursday Toodyay Sports Pavilion

MORANGUP PLAYGROUP
Morangup Community Hall, Lot 3 Wallaby Way, Morangup. 
Every Wednesday 9.30 to 11.30am (excluding public and school 
holidays). Emma Whately 9572 9376, Julie Slater 9572 9914 
or Chere Rothwell 9572 9298

MORANGUP VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE BRIGADE
Meets 3rd Wednesday at 7pm Saturday mornings 8am at 3 
Wallaby Way, Morangup new members welcome. Call Cheryl 
Mustchin 9572 9556

RAG BAGS QUILTING GROUP
1st, 3rd Wednesday, 10am CWA Hall

RSL TOODYAY SUB -BRANCH
1st Saturday February, April, May, July, September (AGM) 
& November  at 2pm at the Bowling Club. Contact John on 
9574 5681 

ST STEPHEN’S  MOTHERS’ UNION/GUILD
3rd Tuesday Anglican Hall, 2pm from March to November

SHIRE OF TOODYAY COUNCIL MEETING
3rd Tuesday Council Chambers 9am

SIMPLY MUSIC
Piano lessons for all ages Anglican Church Hall (next to Cola 
Cafe), Thursday afternoons and Friday mornings. Phone Jan 
0416 054 942.

SOCIAL TENNIS
Tuesday 8.30am ladies and senior men

TOODYAY 4WD CLUB
Meets 3rd Saturday, for location & time call Dave Isbill 9574 
4035 

TOODYAY BALLET SCHOOL
Classes in Classical, Jazz & Tap held at 507 Julimar Rd, 
new studio. Ages 4yrs to Adults, girls and boys 9574 4459 
Saturdays 9am-30pm (except school holidays)

TOODYAY CENTRAL VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE 
BRIGADE
4th Tuesday 7.30pm at the Toodyay Fire & Emergency Services 
Centre. Training 3rd Sunday

TOODYAY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY 
INC
Meets 3rd Monday Toodyay Club, 5.30pm. Contact Phil 
Perkins 9574 4810

TOODYAY/CLACKLINE KARATE CLUB
Wednesday 3.30-4pm, under 8, 4-5pm under 11, 5-6pm under 
14, 6-7.30pm seniors. Friday 3.30-4pm Peewees, 4-5pm 
juniors, 5-6pm intermediate, 6-7pm seniors at the Youth Hall

TOODYAY COMMUNITY RADIO 105.3fm
Meets 1st Tuesday 7-ish (or as soon as the coffee is ready) 
Phone 9574 4554 for this month’s venue. New members and 
volunteers to help run the station welcome

THE TOODYAY COMMUNITY SINGERS INC
Meet at CWA Hall, Stirling Terr at 7pm each Thursday night. 
Contact Margaret O’Sullivan 9574 2183 

TOODYAY COURTYARD MARKETS
Last Sunday of month. 9am - 3pm. 
Enquiries phone Trish 0466 285 164

TOODYAY DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL P & C
Every 3rd Wednesday (except school holidays) School 
Library 7pm

TOODYAY DISTRICTS HORSE & PONY CLUB
1st Sunday Feb-Nov Northam Equestrian Centre call Tanzi 
0427 859 493

TOODYAY FRIENDS OF THE RIVER 
3rd Sunday Duidgee Park (near Newcastle Bridge) 8am 
October to April and 9am May to September.  Enquiries  
9574 2578 

TOODYAY GARDEN CLUB (Inc) 
1st Thursday 10am call Peggy 9574 4534 for next club venue. 

TOODYAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
3rd Wednesday 7pm  Donegan’s Cottage

TOODYAY IRISH DANCING (Inc)
Fridays (except school holidays) 3.30-7pm Anglican Church 
Hall call Alison 0409 295 369

TOODYAY KINDERGYM
Kindergym Fridays (except school holidays) Toodyay 
Sports Pavilion call Claire Moore (President) 9574 4529

TOODYAY LIONS CLUB
1st & 3rd Tuesday Hotel Freemasons

TOODYAY MASONIC LODGE
3rd Friday (except Jan) Masonic Hall Fiennes St 7.30pm

TOODYAY MEN’S SHED (Inc)
Meets 6176 Toodyay Road Monday and Thursday mornings
8.30am – 12 Phone Fred 9574 5795

TOODYAY MINIATURE RAILWAY (Inc)
1st and 3rd Sunday commencing Easter Sunday. 
Enquiries 9574 4462

TOODYAY MOONDYNE FESTIVAL
Meets 2nd Monday 5.30pm Toodyay Club. New members 
always welcome Contact Jasmin 9574 4068 or email 
moondyncommittee@gmail.com

TOODYAY MUSIC CLUB INC
2nd Friday 7pm CWA Hall call Teddy or Spencer 9574 4492

TOODYAY NATURALISTS’ CLUB
Meets 3rd Saturday Venue found in the article under 
‘Environmental Matters. Enq to President 6364 3609, Vice 
President 9574 2578 or email info@toodyaynats.org.au. 
New members and visitors are made very welcome.

TOODYAY NEIGHBOURHOOD/RURAL WATCH
Enq 9574 9555 or Desraé 6364 3609

TOODYAY PLAYGROUP
Tuesdays & Thursdays 9.30-11.30am Playgroup Hall 
Community Centre contact Jane Arnold 0477 145 706

TOODYAY RATEPAYERS & RESIDENTS ASSOC (INC.)
General Meetings: venues and times, please contact Chris 
Ballam (Chairperson) 9594 3167 or email trrainc@gmail.
com

TOODYAY RED CROSS
2nd Monday February May August & November Anglican 
Hall 1.30pm

TOODYAY ROADWISE COMMITTEE
3rd Tuesday, Shire of Toodyay Works Depot, 10am. Further 
details: Max Heath 9574 2069

TOODYAY SPINNERS
Wednesdays and 3rd Saturdays from 9am in Parkers 
Cottage, Showgrounds. President: Gretta Sauta 9574 2868; 
Secretary: Ange Sturman 9574 2507

TOODYAY SWIMMING POOL ACTION COMM
Please contact Bethan Lloyd on 9574 5882 for details of 
meetings.

TOODYAY TOWN WALKS
Walk around our beautiful town. Monday & Friday (varies). 
Contact Prim on 9574 2490

TOODYAY TOY LIBRARY
Tuesday 9.30-11.30am Toodyay Community Centre next to 
Toodyay Playgroup. Contact Moni Thornton 0437 655 901 

TOODYAY VOLUNTEER FIRE AND RESCUE
1st Monday Fire Station 7.30pm

UNITING CHURCH 
10am St Stephen’s Church, Toodyay

YOGA
Friday 9am, Monday 6pm Toodyay Community Resource 
Centre 9574 4184

public notices
Anniversaries

Toni & Russell Chimes
Laurel & Frank Taylor

Darryl & Fiona Orr
Latiesha & Brad Menner

Annual General Meetings
Toodyay Chamber of Commerce Inc
The Toodyay Chamber of Commerce Inc 
invites all current and non members to our 
AGM to be held at the Freemasons Hotel 
on Monday 16 December, 2013 starting at 
7.30pm. 
 We encourage all businesses to attend so 
that the Chamber of Commerce can continue 
in the coming year.
 For any enquiries please contact the 
Secretary, Adele Luke, on 0431 263 053.

Toodyay Tourist Community Inc 
The Toodyay Tourist Community Inc will 
hold its AGM on 25 November at the CWA 
Hall, beginning at 6pm.
 Please contact 9574 2116 for any enquiries.

Birthdays Happy 21st Nikki
 We love you lots and are so proud of you.

Mum and Dad xoxoxo
Happy 21st Birthday, Nikki. 
 We love you.

Grandma & Grandad  xx xx 
Happy 21st birthday to the most amazing 
sister ever! I hope you have the best day; 
you deserve it. I love you to the moon and 
back 50 million times. You’ve always been 
there for me no matter what. We’ve had our 
ups and downs but I don’t know where I’d 
be without you. 
 So, to my sister and best friend, happy 
birthday. I love you (: 

Love Elyse xoxoxoxo 

Shaye Connor Sarah Seed
Christine Morris Steve McDermott
Darren Beveridge Jean Thompson
June Eastwood Russell Chimes
Renee Downie John Hamlyn
Desa Munn Keaton Munn
Carol Worrell Sharon Ferguson

Jenny Clarke

General
Christmas Invitation
Join the Toodyay Community Singers Inc 
for a Regency Christmas as we present 
‘The Spirit of Christmas’ on Friday 22 and 
Saturday 23 November in the historic St 
Stephen’s church at 6.30 for a 7pm start. $5 
donation ticket entry with part funds going 
to the Christmas Bowl Appeal.
 Let me set the scene: a Christmas long ago, 
complete with humbugs wrapped in festive 
trim, of carollers dressed in their finery, of 
Scrooge and the ghosts of Christmas past and 
present.
 Hope I have your interest and will see you 
there!!

Margaret O’Sullivan

St John Ambulance Open Day
The St John Ambulance Toodyay Sub Centre 
is holding an Open Day on Saturday 23 
November from 10am to 1pm.
 In conjunction with this, there will be 

Continued on Page 21
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a Public Information Session (from 11 
– noon) on AEDs (Automated External 
Defibrillators). 
 The sub centre has purchased five AEDs 
that will be mounted at ‘frequented’ locations 
– IGA, Toodyay Pharmacy, Medical Centre, 
Morangup Hall, Bolgart shop. The Bendigo 
Bank has also purchased an AED that will 
be located at the Toodyay Club.

Toodyay Tennis Club – Open Night
The Toodyay Tennis Club will be holding an 
Open Night on Friday 15 November at 7pm. 
Please join us for our Open Night and light 
supper. Cost for the evening will be $4 per 
person. All very welcome.

2Jers
Our last Casino Trip for this year will be on 
25 November. See you all soon, I hope.
 For more information, please call Ida on 
9574 2858.

In Memoriam 
WATSON Jim (Spot)

Time passes, 
Shadows fall, 
But special memories
Outlast them all. 

 Loving memories from Doreen, Brendan, 
Phil and Tim and families.
 Thank you.

Quiz Night
The Crossroads Healing Centre Inc
The Crossroads Healing Centre Inc will be 
holding an initial Quiz Nite on 29 November 
in the Toodyay Memorial Hall, so please 
come along and support us; there will be 
some magic prizes, raffle and a special type 
of ‘Dutch Auction’ for a very worthwhile 
prize. A great night out for everyone, so get 
together a table for ten and pit your wits. 
Check out the posters around town.

Thank you
DONEGAN Gaven John
Christeen, Avon, Sonia, Jennifer and families 
wish to extend our heartfelt thank you to 
all families, friends and the community of 
Toodyay for your love, support, cards, phone 
calls, flowers and attendance at the service. 

public notices
Continued from Page 20

Toodyay & Districts 
Community Bank®

Margaret O’Sullivan

THE months seem to be getting busier 
and busier and the year ticking away very 
quickly.
 Our annual Youth Grant has just wound 
up and we thank all the applicants who took 
the time to apply for a very worthwhile five 
thousand dollars ($5,000).
It is wonderful to meet and interview our 
young people in this way and realise our 
future is in very strong hands with these 
strong citizens.
 Christopher Hasson was this year’s Youth 
Grant winner while Kevin Wakefield won 
the iPad.
 If you have a student in year nine this year, 
keep an eye out for next year’s applications 
and please ensure they take the time to enter.
 Watch out for a busy day on 23 November 
with the Community Bank® being strongly 
involved with St John Ambulance and the 
new Automated External Defibrillators being 
installed around town. A training session 
from 11 am to noon will be held at the sub 
centre on the use and location of the AEDs. 
Please come along and participate; we never 
know when this valuable information will be 

Toodyay 
Community Bus

Di Roberts

WELCOME everyone to the Toodyay 
Community Bus column for November, 
2013.
 Have I got a bumper column for you.
 The Annual General Meeting of the 
Toodyay Community Bus Inc was held 
on Monday 14 October 2013 at the Shire 
Council Chambers at which nominations and 
election of committee members took place.
 The committee is made up of President 
Jeff Roberts, Vice President John Henderson, 
Secretary Di Roberts, Treasurer Richard 
Wilkinson and Committee Members Craig 
Martin, Lynette Hooks, Val Fordham and 
Heather Henderson. Our grateful thanks 
to you all for your nominations and being 
elected, we look forward to a great year 
ahead.
 The new President of our Shire Council, 
David Dow (whom we congratulate with 
pride), has also agreed to be the Shire 
representative on the Bus Committee. Thank 
you David; we welcome you aboard once 
again to share with us. We wish also to thank 
the Shire for allowing us to hold our meeting 
at the Council Chambers.
 Recently we held a raffle in Toodyay, a 
combined effort for the Toodyay Community 
Bus and the Toodyay Men’s Shed. What 
fabulous times we had, meeting new and 
exciting people who were willing to help 
us and, above all, meeting friends we had 
not been in touch with for many moons. All  
those people learnt of what our not-for-profit 
organisations are doing. Sincere thanks go to 
the guys from the Toodyay Men’s Shed who 
came along with lots of fun and frolic and 
kept the people of Toodyay laughing at the 
antics they produced, and our Cheeky Bus 
thanks those guys who gave up their time to 
sell raffle tickets.
 The Toodyay Men’s Shed column will 
share with you the prize winners of the raffle.
 Well, Seniors Week will soon be upon 
us, and with grateful thanks to the Shire of 
Toodyay and the Bendigo Bank, we are off 
on a jaunt down to Kailis’s Fish and Chip 
Shop, Fremantle’ for a fun-filled lunch. The 
bookings were made through Kim Angus 
of the Shire and within days Kim advised 
that the bus was completely booked out; it 
appears that the visit we had last year was 
so successful that people were booking very 
early. Don’t despair folks, we will bring you 
news of fresh adventures.
 It is now time to think about Christmas 
(where did that year go?), so if you have 
plans to take your friends or colleagues out 
for a pre Christmas lunch or whatever, please 
book the bus early with the Visitors Centre 
on 9574 2435. If you have anything special 
you may need when booking the bus, could 
you let the Visitors Centre know, so we can 
accommodate your requests.
 To each and everyone, we love our bus 
so dearly and need your support, so you are 
welcome to join our merry band by becoming 

Toodyay Miniature 
Railway

 
June Eastwood

THERE are times when we get a great ‘kick’ 
out of our railway operation and three weeks 
back was one such day. It had been fairly 
quiet and then we saw three huge coaches 
pull up into the parking lot above us. No 
excitement; coach passengers riding Mini 
Rail are rarer than hen’s teeth.
 This time we were SO wrong. Out 
clambered approximately 200 brilliantly 
costumed members of the Canning Sikh 
community. While some of their number set 
up long tables which were soon laden with 
dishes emitting the most appetising aroma, 
others crowded to the fence to watch our 
trains. They laughed uproariously at Shandy 
puffing along and asked if they could ride the 
trains too. We assured them they were very 
welcome and soon our diesel and Shandy 
were pulling long loads of gaily coloured 
passengers. 
 Whether our twitching noses were turned 
upwards to the feast, I don’t know, but senior 
members of the party arrived at the fence 
and insisted we must join their meal. Some 
of our staff accepted the invitation and were 
handed large platters of tasty dishes, sour 
cream and souvlaki to bring back to share 
with those running the trains.
 In return we tried to offer free rides but the 
offer was gently but firmly refused. They said 
we were helping our community and they 
wished for the privilege also. 
 Their happy laughter and generosity not 
only made our day, but contributed around 
an extra $200 to the takings. We ancients are 
always very tired by the time we have packed 
all away and cleaned up after a day’s run, but 
that day it all seemed a breeze.

needed.
 Also on the same day (23 November), 
on the block of land on Anzac Tce recently 
purchased by Butterly Cottages, there will 
be an information day with a free sausage 
sizzle (donated by the Community Bank®). 
This will be all about who Butterly Cottages 
are, what they do and who is eligible to apply 
for housing. Come along and see where aged 
care is going in Toodyay and the exciting 
new development soon to be built on this 
land.
 I am sure Santa will be popping into the 
branch one Saturday morning in December. 
Mums and dads, keep your eye out for his 
schedule.
 Thank you all for being a part of our 
Community Bank® and contributing towards 
all our community involvement.

a member. Single membership is $2, family 
$5 and corporate $10. This allows you to 
benefit in reducing the cost of the kilometres 
when the bus is hired.
 Our bus has become an integral part of this 
community, and we believe that all who enter 
the bus come away with a happy disposition, 
whether it is for travelling to a venue, to a 
wedding, or just a group visiting others. If 
you come on the adventures with us, there 
is always a smile at the end of the day.

Situation Vacant

Massage Therapist
on call

at

Black Wattle 
Retreat
Call Linda 

9574 4086

Phone Patrick

9574 4402

PE & SM FERGUSON

BULLDOZING CONTRACTOR
Owner Operator

* Dam Construction
 * Fence Lines
  * Contour Banks
   * Ripping

Can you help?

Butterly Cottages Association is looking for 
volunteers.

If  you want to hear about our latest project 
and want to get involved or, if  you just want 
to know what we are up to, come along to our 

FREE Sausage Sizzle
Saturday 23 November

10am — 2pm
15 Anzac Avenue

You will see the huge sign on the property 
so it is easy to fi nd, just under the subway on 
Harper Road.

We are building a respite centre, and 10 new 
2-bedroom units for the elderly residents of  
Toodyay. 

As you probably know, Butterly is run entirely 
by volunteers., and more committee members 
are always welcome.

Come and ask questions, meet the members, 
and see what we do.

Jo Sutton
Secretary

GABE Bonini has thanked the community for 
its support following the fatal crash on Toodyay 
Road this year that killed his fiancé and two 
sons.
 Jess Seager and her two sons, Jayden (6) and 
Cody (3), died when a truck collided with their 
Toyota Landcruiser outside the Noble Falls 
Tavern on July 31.
 Mr Bonini said the local support had made a 
very difficult time a little easier.
 “To those individuals who were first on the 
accident scene - a very special thank you,” Mr 
Bonini said.
 “To the fire brigade, ambulance and police, 
with such a difficult job to do, you provided 
your professional services with the utmost 
compassion and respect. 
 “To the management and staff of the Noble Falls 
Hotel, the organisers and all those who took part 
from the car and bike clubs, the Gidgegannup, 
Morangup and surrounds communities, the 
extended Facebook community, the CWA and 
Coles-Wesfarmers, your significant efforts are 
acknowledged and appreciated.
 “Thanks to the organisers and those who 
attended the balloon release at the Noble Falls 
picnic area — it meant a great deal to have 
something just for the children.
 “To all those who sent such beautiful flowers 
or took the time to write heartfelt messages or 
sympathy cards - thank you one and all.
 “To the hundreds of people who attended the 
funeral service – thank you for your thoughts, 
prayers and attendance.
 “I can now complete the house Jess and 
myself were building– in a large part due to the 
fundraising that has taken place,” he said.
 “The overwhelming generosity that the 
countless people have shown is truly heart 
warming and for this, I extend my deepest 
gratitude – while it’s not possible to recognise all 
people individually – rest assured, it’s genuinely 
appreciated and will never be forgotten.
 “The tears that have been shed, the hugs and 
kisses shared, the words of kindness and the 
offers of help have all combined to get me and 
my extended family through this traumatic 
time.”

Thank You


