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Toodyay Relives the Moondyne Spirit
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Crowds gather in Stirling Terrace for Toodyay’s Moondyne Festival. Photo: Michael Sinclair-Jones

WHEN 22-year-old Cornish miner, Joseph
Bolitho Johns, was stopped by police for
acting suspiciously at 2.30am in Wales
165 years ago, nobody could have dreamt
it would inspire a small town on the other
side of the world to re-enact his exploits
in one of Australia’s best-loved annual
historical pageants.
Joe and an accomplice were carrying food
stolen from a nearby house. At their trial,
the pair gave an “unexpectedly spirited
defence” but Johns was also abrasive and
upset the court, earning both 10 years’ penal
servitude.
Convict Johns arrived at Fremantle in
1853, earned a ‘ticket of leave’ for good
behaviour and worked at a Kelmscott
farm before going on the run for robbery,
with bold escapes from Fremantle Jail and
Newcastle (Toodyay) lock-up.
The legend of ‘Moondyne’ Joe, the fabled
Avon Valley bushranger (now embellished
by more than a century of myth), transforms
historic Toodyay annually into a lively
festival of community fun, entertainment
and civic pride.
It drew thousands of visitors to Toodyay
on Sunday 5 May, when the main street
was closed to traffic for displays, craft
stalls, performances, food vendors, and a
mock jail, guard post and court outside the
Victoria Hotel.
The sharp crack of gunfire at 9.30am
announced the sudden appearance of

Moondyne Joe (Tony Maddox) and his
gang (Pete Barwell and Richard Dymond)
in convict uniforms, running rampant up
Stirling Terrace with pistols drawn.
Tourists again swelled Toodyay’s streets
and river parklands as leading citizens
and volunteers assembled in 19th century
costume for a colourful procession down
the main street, headed by the musket-firing
Rifle and Artillery Regiment 1860 and the
proud skirl of the Kalamunda Pipe Band.
Colonial policemen Chris Robinson, Paul
Mortimer and Aart van Logtenstein chased
Moondyne Joe’s gang in and out of shops
until they were captured and locked in the
tiny mock jail, along with a boisterous
entourage of colonial ‘Floozies’ yelling
“Let Joe Go!”
True to his wily ancestor, Joe gave a
spirited performance at his pantomime
show trial before Judge, Nick Cording, and
protested loudly as Prosecution Lawyer,
Andrew Lee, and Defence Lawyer, Stan
Scott, argued his alleged crimes.
And, true to history, Joe again escaped
after sentencing – only to be recaptured and
flung from the balcony of the Freemason’s
Hotel (after a drink or two with the
Floozies) for an even rowdier re-trial later
in the afternoon.
In between, Town Crier, Nuala Ennis,
announced Highland and Irish dancers,
log chops, bush balladeer, Greg Hastings,
children’s rides, the Toodyay Community
Singers, Vintage Vehicles, a Carnival and

Fun Fair, the WA Circus School, wood
turning, blacksmith demonstrations and
campfire-cooked fresh damper and swaggie
stew.
A Moustache Competition in the main
street was judged by the Floozies, who
examined each entrant’s facial hair
meticulously for texture, length and style,
and pocketed mock bribes before declaring
a shy young visitor the winner.
Throughout raucous proceedings,
decorum was maintained by the stately
presence of the Mayor and Mayoress of
Newcastle (Lynda and Peter Burke), two
Temperance Sisters and many Toodyay
locals in their best colonial finery.
A noisy highlight was the Festival’s
annual Cleavage Competition at The Vic,
judged by Old Blind Joe who called a dead
heat when popular acclaim from a packed
bar failed to separate a clear winner from
enthusiastic contestants.
The Moondyne Festival is organised by
a committee of six volunteers who work
hard throughout the year to organise major
sponsors, local businesses, community
bodies, the Toodyay Shire Council, police
and stall-holders to make this event a
leading drawcard on the State’s annual
tourism calendar.
The outstanding success of this year’s
Moondyne Festival is a tribute to their
dedication and embodies the community
spirit that makes Toodyay a special place
to live in and a pleasure to be a part of.
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Jubilee Celebration
Veronica Dymond
THE Catholic church of St John the Baptist
will celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of the
current church building in November.
Amongst other items to be organised
is a proposed PowerPoint collage of
photographs of events in the life of the
parish over the last fifty years. If any reader
has any photographs of weddings, baptisms,
First Holy Communions, Confirmations,
parties, etc. would you provide/loan them to
be used for this project? Ideally send them
by email to pvdymond@avon.net.au or

Ol’ Blind Joe
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THE public information meeting at the Town
hall concerning the Class II waste facility
on Chitty Rd was well attended and half a
dozen speakers gave us the benefit of their
specialised knowledge. I can only give brief
outline of the topics covered as my computer
has died and taken my research and notes
with it and I’m sitting in a puddle of sweat
in Bali.
Much was made of the fact that the site
sits on a fault line in the most unpredictable
seismic area in Australia. This risk is
compounded by a lack of research into the
extent and vulnerability of the groundwater
aquifers in the area.
They propose to mitigate this risk by
the use of HDPE liners but even the
manufacturers admit they can crack, tear
and leak. Their best case scenario is that
these liners will last 120 years. Is that
what we want to leave our grandkids — a
concentrated toxic nightmare leaching into
the soil and water table in one of our most
productive agricultural regions?
The guy who runs the Red Hill tip says,
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DISTRIBUTION
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THANK YOU

Thank you to the volunteers who helped with the Toodyay Herald: Speedy Cox,
Paul Sutton, Wayne Clarke, Desraé Clarke, Maree Lewis, Richard Grant, Janice
Manning, Peter Ruthven, Beth Ruthven, Guido Verschoor, Sue Manning, Naomi
Millett, Shirl Banks, Erica Natta, Michael Sinclair-Jones, Stirling Hamilton
and Wayne Weaver.
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TOODYAY’s Moondyne Festival has
been granted funding under Eventscorp’s
Regional Events Scheme.
The 2014 festival is one of 55 events
across the state to share in funds of $750,000
from the 2013-14 Regional Events Scheme,
which is jointly funded by Royalties for
Regions.
Member for Moore, Shane Love MLA,
said the Regional Events Scheme supported
a range of smaller or developing sporting,
arts, cultural and culinary events across
regional Western Australia.
“Such events are important, delivering
many social, cultural and economic benefits
to the community, while showcasing the

region to visitors,” he said. “Events also
encourage visitation, add vibrancy and
provide valuable media exposure for the
region and I am pleased that the Moondyne
Festival has been granted funding.”
The 2013/14 Regional Events Scheme
closed in February with a total of 104
applications requesting funding in excess
of $2 million from an available pool of
$750,000.
RES is administered by Tourism Western
Australia and its events division, Eventscorp.
The next RES funding round of $750,000
will open in October or November 2013 for
events to be held between 1 July 2014 and
June 30, 2015.
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Tuesday 25 June

not only is his facility well set up for the
foreseeable future, but there are a number
of others that can service the Perth region.
Furthermore he stressed the importance
of keeping these facilities in Government
hands. Who’s to say Opal Vale won’t pull
a quickie in 20 years after they’ve made
their millions, declare bankruptcy, and
leave it to ratepayers to remediate the land.
They already have a dubious track record
with DEC, (Department of Environment
and Conservation) for noncompliance with
licence regulations.
Of course, another major concern for
residents will be the traffic. The combined
truck movements from the clay and landfill
operations will add 17 - 42 vehicles per hour
to Toodyay Road, which is already stretched
to capacity. This will be another nightmare,
not just for residents, but also the burgeoning
tourism sector.
DEC is due to advertise for public
submissions soon and you can email:
rebecca.griffiths@dec.wa.gov.au or post to:
Rebecca Griffiths, DEC Booragoon Office,
Locked bag 104, Bentley Delivery Centre
6983

Moondyne Festival to Receive Funding
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alternatively, as a gift or on loan, hand them
to any member of the parish to be passed on
to Peter. (PO Box 348, Toodyay 6566)
Although this may appear to be a very
early request, these plans do take time
to reach fruition and anything that can
be finished early is good. The parish
depends on donations or loans to make
this idea a success. If you wish to have
your photograph returned, simply attach
an address and it will be returned, after
copying. Anyone with friends who have
left the town, please pass this request on to
them.
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Guinness Book of Records Attempt
Back to Back Challenge

THE Toodyay Spinners Club recently held
a practice run at their club in the lead up to
the real thing on Saturday 1 June at Avalon
Homestead.
The Back to Back Challenge is now in it’s
19th year, with teams from around the world
competing against each other and the clock.
This challenge was started in Scotland by
a gentleman who had developed Thyroid
Cancer, as a public awareness and fundraiser
for cancer research. Fundraising for this
research is still one of the aims of this
challenge, with Bowel Cancer Research
being the beneficiary of the Toodyay entry
this year.
The aim of the Back to Back Challenge is
for a team of eight members consisting of
one shearer and seven members who spin
and knit. They blade shear a sheep, spin the
fleece into a yarn, ply two
yarns to give the equivalent
of 8-ply wool and then knit a
jumper of a specified pattern
all within eight hours.
Peter and Delveen
from Avalon Homestead
discovered this challenge
had not been taken on
i n We s t e r n A u s t r a l i a
previously, and approached
the local spinning club to
become involved.
W h e n t h e To o d y a y
Spinning Club ladies held
their practice run, a sheep
had been previously shorn,
so they started with a
fleece. The team, who were
supported by the remaining
club members, identified
several areas where time
could be saved, and methods

that could be tried to
relieve aching backs
and arms. Generally
spinning/knitting by
the ladies is a relaxing
pastime, not done at
a frantic pace for an
extended period of
time.
At least on
the practice run the
team had a break to
celebrate a member’s
birthday.
T h i s y e a r ’s
challenge is supported
and held at Avalon
Homestead with the
intention that if the
ladies enjoy the challenge they may feel up
to competing again next year as part of a
wider ranging event. This future event will
hopefully include additional teams from
Western Australia combined with other
events and attractions involved with anything
fibre.
The intent is that a Fibre Festival will
be another first for Toodyay and Western
Australia, and hopefully will include
everything from the production of the fibre
from the animal through to the end products
and theiruses.
The Shire of Toodyay’s economy being
based on Agriculture and Tourism make
this the perfect place to hold this festival.
Several businesses in town, including the
two spinning mills, have expressed interest
in supporting a festival.
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with witchcraft and superstition.
The event also made flyers available
covering other important animal and
environmental issues.
But cheery atmosphere aside, there was
Naomi Millett
some unease.
For many of us, the costs of ‘doing the
AN encouraging number of Toodyay right thing’ with our former strays are,
residents turned out for the ‘snip and chip’ even with the generous discounts for
event at Newcastle Park in late May.
microchipping, astronomical.
By 9am, quite a crowd had gathered as
For many of us, it’s a struggle to feed
people patiently queued, carrying cats of our cats, let alone spend $$$ on luxury
all types in cages and makeshift containers. extras. Grateful as I am for the subsidy, it
Memorably, one moggie even arrived in is too little and barely scratches the surface.
a Huggies nappy box, his eyes peeping How many people with their hearts in the
fearfully out the side holes.
right places, will simply not be able to
Another chewed its way out of a box and organise themselves into registration and
was caught in the nick of time.
microchipping? And, will it really make a
About a hundred discounted microchips dent in the huge problem of cats? Will the
were made available and all were taken by number of dumped cats be reduced?
lunch time. Some microchipping was done
So often those of us who are trying our
on the spot at the vet next door. Other cats best to help solve the cat problem, are the
were booked in for both sterilisation and ones who can least afford to get involved.
chipping at a later date.
It was interesting to note the ‘cat owner
demographics’ on the day: at least half
the pet owners there were bringing more
than one or two cats for registration and/or
sterilisation that were ‘rescued’ – ie strays.
One lady had three adorable grey tabby
kittens she found under her house. Several
of us had ferals that had turned up, as cats
do, out of the blue, sensing a ‘cat vacuum’.
In fact, the park was a ‘rogues gallery’ of
well known, soft-hearted, environmentally
conscientious, mostly low income earning
Weekdays
folk. Everyone had a great time admiring
all the cats and sharing their pets’ histories,
Ph: 9574 4445
while helping each other fill out the masses
of paperwork, in triplicate (no joke).
Angela Irvine and some colleagues were
in charge and the rangers were there to
meet, greet and assist with the forms and
vouchers as well. It was very smoothly
organised.
There was a sausage sizzle and a craft
area for the kids to make cat masks using
paper plates, glitter and pipe cleaners (for
whiskers.) Interesting cat information was
provided, such as the benefits of cats in
reducing mice plagues, and the fact that
‘feral’ cats are often not vicious at all but
have had considerable contact with humans.
ALMA BEARD COMMUNITY CENTRE
And guess what colour cats are most often
81 STIRLING TERRACE TOODYAY
dumped? Yep, black ones. Apparently some
nitwits out there associate black-coated cats

Snip and Chip
Toodyay

TOODYAY
PHYSIOTHERAPY
SERVICES

DEAN BUTLER
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letters
ON SATURDAY 18 MAY, a crowd of around
250 people met in the Toodyay Memorial Hall
regarding the proposed landfill in Toodyay
Shire (Opal Vale, Class 2, Lot 11, Chitty
Road). Well done to organisers Alice Bernel
and Rosemary Madacsi.
Speakers shared information regarding
issues of seismic activity in Avon Valley,
concerns about conditions imposed on waste
management and compliance, potential
flaws with HDPE liners, expected significant
increase in truck numbers, hydrology concerns
and the site being above an aquifer close to
tributaries that flow into the Avon. The only
consideration for this landfill is commercial;
there are no other considerations for this
private company placing the landfill where
proposed.
There are numerous alternative ‘industries’
and interests in Toodyay and Avon region.
These include tourism, heritage, cottage
businesses, unique bed and breakfasts, bush
experiences, wineries, and specialist farms and
contractors. Both locals and visitors alike seek
safe travel on our roads (not 200+ additional
trucks per day); they want to view natural
environment (not pits and quarries), and seek
an experience that provides an opportunity to
relax and unwind (not increased stressors).
Toodyay, and the wider Avon region,
needs to continue to nurture and ‘sell’ this
uniqueness it has on Perth’s doorstep and not
become the recipients of others’ waste.
I encourage all concerned Toodyay residents
to contact local representatives to voice your
concerns and ask our decision makers to put
business and lifestyle interests of Toodyay and
Avon Valley residents (and future generations)
above financial interests of a private company.
I strongly object to the proposed landfill
and will be preparing a submission to Dept of
Environment and Conservation (DEC) once
the call for public response is advertised.
For further info contact the Avon Anti-toxic
Landfill Lobby (AALL) - details on local
notice boards or via Alice and Rosemary.
Helen Shanks
WHAT A WONDERFUL thing to see, the
folk of Toodyay rallying to support a ban
on an unwanted landfill. The hall was filled
with older residents and those who care.
Unfortunately our ‘Premier’ resident sent
his apologies. So our town does have a soul
and people do care. Can we please care about
more than just this undesirable landfill?

All letters to the Herald must carry the sender’s name, home address and day and evening phone numbers. Pseudonyms are not accepted. We do not acknowledge receipt
of unpublished letters unless the writer requests it. Ideally, letters will be a maximum of 200 words. By submitting your letter for publication you agree that we may edit
it for legal, space or other reasons and may, after publication in the newspaper, republish it on the internet or in other media.

A grant has been raised to run Cycle Ways
around Toodyay. Unless I miss my guess,
this is a crafty way of completing a lot of
footpaths.
Funding for these paths, or any other
project, may come from Federal Grants, State
Grants or ratepayers but, however it comes, it
is still money we have paid in as taxes from
our pockets. Grants are not free money!
Perhaps a grant for an Entry Statement
featuring Moondyne Joe, more signage
around town pointing the ways to our
historical features, a walkway from
Newcastle Bridge to Milliards Pool along
the river, a weir in front of Duigee Park or
any of a hundred other necessities would be
better?
Recently a not-for-profit organisation
requested a grant to carry out a Health
Initiative and was denied. Surely this is what
grants are for or are we, the community,
out of touch? Perhaps it is the bureaucratic
community that is out of touch with the
community?
Fred Fellowes
WE ARE ALWAYS too quick to growl
about our Shire and its lack of action over
local issues.
I would like to thank and congratulate
the Shire of Toodyay for the wonderful
job of upgrading Deepdale Road recently.
Firstly, overhanging branches and straggly
trees were removed before roadworks
commenced. At minimal inconvenience to
Deepdale residents, the road was graded,
resheeted and rolled. We now have a smooth
surface on which to drive. Some culverts
were also extended so the road was widened
in places making driving much safer.
The whole exercise took a matter of weeks
and the residents of Deepdale Road are all
grateful. I spoke to Dean, one of the workers,
who said it is nice to hear a word of thanks
instead of the constant grumbles from the
public.
Thank you again to the Shire for the
improvements to our road and benefits
gained.
Megan and Geoff Ebdon

be able to walk the dog down there and, for
people who regularly drive down there, it is
a lot safer now. We just hope that everyone
will drive at a safe speed, as the road is a fair
bit wider in places.
A big thank you.
Angela and Mel Fox
Foxburrow
IN REPLY TO the letter from Veronica
Dymond (The Toodyay Herald May 2013)
pointing out the error in my article ‘Yellow
Pages Acknowledges Toodyay’ (The Toodyay
Herald April 2013), I put forward the correct
information.
Error in script:
1. Front cover. Pix: No 10 St Johns
Baptist Church C 1863 (now a private
residence)
Should read:
1. Front cover. Pix: No 10 St John The
Baptist Church c 1863 (now a private
residence)
Sorry.
Milton. A. Baxter
ON THURSDAY 16 March I took a drive out
to Chittering and stumbled upon an unusual
sight on Chittering Road: local sculptor,
Alan Barnes, installing his larger-than-life
sculpture of grasstrees.

WE MUST THANK the Shire for making a
brilliant job of Deepdale Road.
As a resident there, it is now a pleasure to

CBH HARVEST
CASUAL WORK 2013
APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN at careers.cbh.com.au

This commissioned work, part of a planned
‘trail’ of similar artworks for the area, took
him a month to create, and is constructed of
steel and recycled machinery parts.

MCBRIDE CONTRACTING
POSITIONS AVAILABLE INCLUDE:
• Receival Point Operators
• Grain Samplers
• Weighbridge Officers
CBH are looking for people to work at our grain receival
points across the state for the harvest period commencing
early October. If you don’t have experience, no problem,
training is provided before you start.
To find out more information or to apply – visit the Careers
page on our website today.
Applications close 31 July, 2013

www.cbh.com.au

After a short chat with Mr Barnes, a farmer
who only recently became a sculptor, I
stopped in a Chittering picnic area and was
greeted by a very friendly part Plymouth
Rock rooster. A
scuffle with a
dog or fox had
left his tail
with quite a
bit of missing
plumage, yet
the brave bird
seems to be
surviving quite
well (so far)
on crusts and
crumbs dropped
by the many
grey nomads
and travellers
who pass by.
He shelters under the eucalypts and dashes
out to the concrete table and benches when
he hears a caravan or car approach.
Naomi Millett

EARTHMOVING SPECIALISTS
CONSTRUCTION OF ALL
SAND PADS, SITE CLEARING,
TRENCHING, SEPTIC INSTALLATION
SUPPLIERS OF ALL SANDS AND
SOILS
BOBCAT, TRUCK AND
14T EXCAVATOR HIRE

The Bendtsen family with their bags of
collected rubbish
ON THE 13 APRIL my family went along
Phillips Road (the road we live on) to pick
up the litter lying around. We got four stuffed
bags of litter!
I don’t like it because it hurts wild life, it
looks disgusting and people shouldn’t litter.
We found lots of empty cans, bottles,
cigarette packets, plastic bags and foam cups.
I felt happy once the litter was picked
up but mad with those who dropped it on
purpose.
Please stop littering because I hate litter!
Mary Louise Bendtsen
7 (nearly 8 years old)
MY WIFE AND I are back from an excellent
trip -  drive to Sydney, fly to NZ for three
weeks, back to Sydney, drive to Brisbane,
then back through Broken Hill and home.
Some 12,000km.
Before leaving, I had contacted the CEO
seeking clarity on his decision to support
the status quo at Coondle Nunile Bush Fire
Brigade without hearing our side of the
story. Several friends, also affected by this
situation, have also contacted him in support
of us, and guess what? NOTHING! One
comment was “...a kangaroo court where the
accused aren’t present...” – make that also
that no evidence was presented, but a guilty
verdict was recorded. So much for “a fair go
for all”!
We now find that he has been led to believe
that our group, the ostracised, were trying to
shut down the shed. Funny, but I thought it
was the committee who threatened to resign
if they didn’t get their way. The only person I
heard mention the threat of closing the shed
was the CBFCO, and he did. Ah well.
John Henderson

COMPLETE SITE WORKS FOR
YOUR NEW HOME

Enquiries all hours
Murray and Tracy McBride
Ph 9574 2616 Fax 9574 2103
Mob 0407 722226
PO Box 400
Toodyay WA 6566

“A taste of traditional european cuisine.”
Fri to Sat 10am - 8pm
en
Op Sun & all public holidays 10am - 5pm
Wine & honey mead tasting/Cellar Door Sales
phone 9574 5458 or 0427 879 343
www.aliciaestaterestaurant.com.au

Toodyay Moondyne
Festival
Toodyay Moondyne Festival
Committee
THE Act Belong Commit Toodyay
Moondyne Festival was held on Sunday 5
May 2013. It was our 29th Festival and, yet
again, another beautiful day!
Exclamations of “Wow what a great town
Toodyay is”, “This Festival is fun for the
whole family”, “The Moondyne Festival
has such a friendly atmosphere” and “I’ll
definitely be back next year for the 30th
anniversary” was the general consensus of
the day from exhibitors, stall holders and
visitors.
Moondyne Joe and his gang, along with
numerous characters, really set the scene for
the day!
Arts Toodyay presented their regular
Art Exhibition in the CWA Hall whilst
the Irish and Highland Dancers provided
entertainment throughout the main street.
For the enthusiast, there was a magnificent
plethora of vintage cars and bicycles on
display gracing Stirling Terrace.
The day would not have been complete
without the Toodyay Community Singers
who once again enthralled us with their
repertoire.
The Festival this year flowed through
the main town site filled with specialty
craft and tantalizing food stalls. Festivities
incorporated the ever popular Carnival
Rides, W.A. Circus School, Log Chop and
family activities in Stirling Park. The fun
and games didn’t stop there but followed on
to the beautiful Duidgee Park resting on the
banks of the Avon River.
Complementing the resident Toodyay
Miniature Railway in Duidgee Park, families
were delighted to find pony rides, bubble
making, face painting, balloon creations
plus Greg Hastings providing a family
concert and didgeridoo workshop. For
the more adventurous, ‘FreeStyle Now’
gave a display/workshop on BMX bikes,
skateboards and scooters.
The day was definitely filled with something
for people of all ages and interests, whether
watching the street theatre and the story
of Moondyne Joe unfold or enjoying the
performances of the 1860 Regiment and
Kalamunda Pipe Band, admiring the skills
of Axemen and Blacksmith, the displays of
Hand Tool Preservation Society, IGA Minty
Man, the ever popular Swaggie Camp, or
taking a ride on ‘Lil Louie’ or the Toodyay
Lions ‘Wiggly Worm’.
For the first time this year Moondyne
Festival played host to the Humpy Camels
of Moora and Sharcola Stilt Walkers who
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roamed the town engaging passers-by.
The Act Belong Commit Toodyay
Moondyne Festival was definitely a day to
remember!
Thank You to all our supporters:
Toodyay Bendigo Bank, Shire of
Toodyay, Healthway’s - Act, Belong,
Commit, LotteryWest, GWN7, Deepdale
Farm, McIntosh and Son, Road Wise,
Toodyay OP Shop, Timberden Plant Hire,
R&L Hiab, Water Corporation, Grove
Wesley Design Art, IGA, Freemasons
Hotel, Victoria Hotel, Wix A Glow,
Toodyay Taxis, Maggie Bee Restaurant,
Brewbakers, Ladyraven Clothing,
Toodyay Butchers, Courtyard Antiques,
Getting Framed with Pam, Sommerville
Gallery, Clare Love, Toodyay Pharmacy,
Makit Hardware, Vince’s Restaurant,
Avon Valley Jewellery and Gifts, Country
Realty, Toodyay Building Services,
Heartlands Vet, Asset Distribution
Services, Avon Machinery.
Special thanks to Charlie Wroth, Shirley
Patton, Toodyay Mens Shed and Toodyay
Cricket Club for all their help.
We would like to sincerely thank the
wonderful performers who volunteered their
time in making the day.
Thanks also go to all the locals and visitors
who dressed up for the day. What a great
sight to see so many people joining in the
festivities.
The Committee of Andrew McCann,
Jasmin Devlin, Angi McCluskey, Rhonda
Sullivan, Lindy Stewart and Stan Eastwood,
thanks you all
It does not end there!
If you would like to join the Moondyne
Festival Committee, come along to the AGM
on Monday 17 June 2013 at 6.30pm at the
Freemasons Hotel.

Cleavage competition winner (centre front). Photo: Michael Sinclair-Jones

Joe’s trial. Photo: Nikki Spencer

A busker. Photo: Michael Sinclair-Jones

NEW 2013
MAXXFARM/FARMALL
TRACTOR SPECIALS

Need Help
Getting Fit?
Why not try a group ﬁtness class?

Standard with 4WD, 3pl, Hyd Remote/s & 540pto

Your First
Two Classes
are Free
New Maxxfarm 35, manual 12x12,
38hp, S/L loader & bucket
was $26,000 now $24,990.

New Farmall 50B, Hydro 3spd, 2.5L
4cyl 47hp, S/L loader & bucket $33,990.
(Note: optional 4 in 1 bucket & canopy.)

Circuit classes

7pm Monday, Tuesday & Thursday

Pilates
New Maxxfarm 60 Aircon cab, manual
16x16, 2.5l 4cyl 57hp, 540/1000pto,
S/L loader & bucket
was $42,500 now $39,990.

New JX90 -100 - 110 Farmall’s
88hp to 110hp, aircon ab, powershuttle
12x12, 540/1000, S/L loader & bucket
from $72,500.

SECONDHAND UNITS
Massey 4225 2wd. 65hp, 4450hrs, aircon cab, 12spd, 3pl, 540pto $19,800.
John Deere 4300 4wd. 32hp, 3200hrs, hydro, 3pl, 540pto, mower deck,
loader & bucket was $19,800, now $17,600.
John Deere 5410 4wd, 77hp, 3700hrs, air con cab, 9spd, 3pl,
540pto. JD 541 loader & bucket, fully serviced $38,500.

29 York Rd, Northam WA 6401 prices inc. GST
Daran Thompson | 0459 214 350 | www.boekemans.com.au

2057443ST20120512

9am Monday & Thursday
7pm Wednesday

For More
Information:

9574 5687
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Lui Marcelli
Principal

....fulfilling dreams

Barb Dadd
Sales Consultant

MORE GOOD NEWS!!!
According to www.realestate.com
Country Realty settled 8 Toodyay properties for the month of May.
Other agencies together settled 1.
So that means our clients are happy. So of course, we’re happy!
WE NEED MORE PROPERTIES TO SELL!!!
RIVERSIDE LIVING AT IT’S BEST - $399,000

SOLAR PASSIVE - $549,000

It’s hard to find better than this: Modern sophisticated
living on the banks of the Avon River in easy walking
distance to great coffee, shops, the school, friendly people
and a medical centre.
The three bedroom, one bathroom double brick home is
spaciously laid out - but with no silly wasted space.
The garden is superb and has the Avon River as a backdrop.

A host of solar passive features have been incorporated
in the design of this lovely 2 bedroom/2 bathroom home
(with separate guest quarters) - while at the same time
taking advantage of the natural beauty of the surrounding
rural landscape. Everything about the home will delight
the discerning buyer looking for a spot of rural elegance,
peace and tranquillity.

Ring Barb on 0439 963 849

Ring Barb on 0439 963 849

KIRK’S COTTAGE - $449,000

BEJOORDING - $529,000

The two bedroom colonial cottage built between 1852-1856
by convicts for pensioner guard, Francis Kirk
gives all the appearance externally of another age, but as
the photos on the net will show, the single story
brick cottage interior has been transformed and now merges
seamlessly and elegantly with 2013.
The cottage shares the 1200sqm block - situated on the
historic Toodyay’s high street - with a regal old Ficus tree,
a spacious car parking area and a rustic and gently laid out
garden. Renovations have been carried out skilfully
with an eye for doing only what’s absolutely necessary in
order to maintain the ambiance and space of another age.

Idyllic location for this beautiful 5 x 2 air conditioned
home on 5 easy care acres with quality fittings,
lovely imported tiles, formal and informal areas, verandahs,
triple garage plus shed and self sufficient
solar power. Situated about 15 minutes North of Toodyay
in the historic Bejoording Estate, you will
love living in this close knit community with it’s lovely
rolling hills and varied bird life.
Ring Lui on 0408 090 892

Ring Barb on 0439 963 849

FOR THE HORSES - $449,000

AT THIS ADDRESS IT’S ALL ABOUT HORSES.. THEIR HEALTH &
SAFETY, THEIR COMFORT & THEIR ENJOYMENT

AN INVESTOR’S TRIFECTOR! OFFERS ABOVE $299,000

Situated on the edge of the Julimar Sandspring Reserve,
this 10 acre property is perfectly placed for the care and
enjoyment of your horses, as well as taking care of you
with an immaculately kept 4 x 1 home and garden.
There’s stables, an arena, a round yard and electrified
fences all with water points.

A delightful 3 x 1 home in walking distance to the heart of
town with a happy tenant in place who keeps the home
looking like a display house. The home is air condidtioned
and heated in the winter. There’s a well thought out living
area (open plan) configuration set off by slate and timber
floors, and there’s a raked ceiling with exposed rafters.
And of course, there’s the river at your back.

Ring Barb on 0439 963 849

Ring Lui on 0408 090 892

TOODYAY STONE - $469,000

4 ACRES BUT WITH SCHEME WATER - $395,000

This five acre Julimar property - only 17.5kms from town with it’s special four bedroon, one VERY SPECIAL bathroom
two story home is built from the famous Toodyay stone and
sits amongst a typical Toodyay bush landscape of Jarrah,
Marri, Blackboys and other Australian native trees and shrubs.
Away from the house there’s a 9,6m shed, with two attached
carports and around about basic infrastructure and fencing.
Ring Barb on 0439 963 849

VIEWS FOREVER - $495,000

This lovely 3 x 2 air conditioned home sits in a beautiful 17
acre location high above the Toodyay Hills.
It has a large kitchen and walk in pantry, formal lounge, family
room, dining area, verandahs, built in spa and views forever.
PLUS there is a huge man sized air conditioned shed and a
reliable bore. Use the cleared paddocks for growing some
hay, run some horses or simply have fun flying a kite.

A 4 acres rural holding with comfortable 3 x 2 home in
WALKING DISTANCE TO TOWN, schools and shops.
It’s for those not wanting a huge mortgage but a property
perfect for kids and horses (with a large cleared dressage
arena). Or it may be for those wanting to be close enough to
town to still have scheme water; live in a simple, comfortable
3 x 2 air conditioned home; have a large 20 x 10 powered
shed and enjoy the space and freedom to be yourself.
Ring Barb on 0439 963 849

HISTORIC COTTAGE PLUS 41 ACRES - $749,000
An absolutely charming 1896 cottage sensitively extended
into a cosy 3 x 2 air conditioned home on 40 bountiful acres
with ample water from windmills, rainwater tanks and your
own babbling brook.
This is prime Toodyay country only 10 minutes from town.
Ring Lui on 0408 090 892

Ring Lui on 0408 090 892

Toodyay
Northam

9574 4200
9622 5011

www.countryrealty.com.au

Member of

CWA
Toodyay Branch
Viv Street
Reporter
MAY has been a busy month with catering
for the Moondyne Festival Collectors club
being our first event. We provided an evening
meal for the 20 or so stall holders who were
most appreciative of the delicious menu and
booked us in for next year.
The Cancer Morning Tea on 13 May
was a great success and, after a frantic
couple of hours of making and cutting
sandwiches, buttering scones, dividing cakes
and packing boxes, we delivered over 110
morning teas around the town. Once again
the Shire and Businesses of Toodyay gave
their wholehearted support and we raised
over $500. Thank you, Toodyay, for your
generosity and thank you, CWA ladies, for
your hard work. You all ROCK.!
Members took part in the excellent Aged
Care Forum, part of the Wheatbelt Integrated
Aged Support Care Solutions Project which
is planning ahead for all our futures. The
CWA was also well represented at the public
meeting held by the Shire to discuss the
proposed Opal Vale land fill on Chitty Road.
The branch has already put in a submission
to the EPA opposing it after a decision was
made at our special meeting in April.
The Toodyay CWA is involved in the
Community Safety and Crime Prevention
Association and, after experiencing the value
of the Toodyay eWatch, I encourage you to
join to receive current reports from our hard
working police officers. They do so much
community work we never hear about. To
register, go to www.ewatch. com.au/join.
The Tidy Towns Committee has confirmed
the Gazebo area at the cemetery as our
Adopt -a -Spot spot and we will be working
on a roster to keep it tidy. Thank you to the
Shire workers and the Men’s Shed for their
ongoing work to complete the project by the
end of June.
Our May meeting started early so we could
start to discuss motions presented for the
State Conference in July. We were happy to
welcome prospective member, Trish, who we
hope will be joining us. New members are
most welcome to join in our activities and
the fun and friendship throughout the year.
June is an especially social month so lots of
opportunities to try us out!
Dates to make a note of for an action packed
June:
• 18 June Mother’s Union 83rd birthday
service at St Stephen’s followed by lunch.
Service 11am.
• 20 June Tammin WA Week Luncheon.
Meet at our CWA hall 9.30am
• 24 June Konnongorring/Goomalling
International Day. Meet at our hall in
French Costume at 8.30. I dare you!
• 27 June Our own 86th birthday with a
French flair. Meet an hour earlier than
usual at 12.30 for a shared lunch with
a French bias followed by the meeting
(mainly to discuss motions for the
conference) and an afternoon of fun.
Wear a hat decorated to represent France.
Let your imagination run wild!
Now a VERY early notification of our
White Elephant stall to be held in August.
Thanks to the donation of items to the CWA
this month, we have decided to have a stall,

probably on Saturday 10 August to which
the whole town is welcome. Confirmation
of the date and time in the July paper.
Our next meeting is on 27 June at 12.30;
see above
The July meeting will be a week earlier ,
on 18 July at 1.30, due to Conference.
For further information please call our
secretary, Kathy, on 9574 2418

News from Bolgart
and Surrounding
Areas
Doris M Martin
FIRSTLY, I must apologise to the proprietors
of the Freemasons Hotel in Toodyay for
neglecting to mention the school re-union
held there on 6 April for those who attended
school in Toodyay and were turning 70
during the year.
I must confess that a few of us would have
been over the limit (age wise, that is), but
were made to feel very welcome by Stella
Pearce (hostess), who had made a huge
batch of scones which were soon made into
a Devonshire afternoon tea with the jam and
cream provided.
It was lovely to catch up with former
schoolmates such as Sylvia (nee Andrijich)
and Lorraine (nee - Sawyer), and good to see
that Eric Patten and wife Shirley also had
attended.
It was a good idea of Stella and her friend
Pat (nee - Jefferys), to hold a re-union and
many thanks for the opportunity to relive our
school days. There were about thirty former
students in attendance.
Another of our long term Toodyay
residents, Vern Pearce, who recently fell ill
with a terminal illness, has passed on.
Sympathy is being extended to his wife
Pam (nee -Wroth) and family, John, Rob,
Peter, Jane and Sandra, and their respective
family members and also to all other
extended family members.
It is with sadness that we must also report
on the death of the late Mrs Eileen Ford, who
with late husband, Stan, lived and farmed
west of Wyening in earlier times where
they reared their family. Stan Ford had predeceased Eileen by a good many years.
In the later stage of her life Eileen was to
reside at an aged care facility at Goomalling.
Sympathy to family members, Helen, Boyd
and Kay and their families in their sad loss.
Wishing Kath Travers a speedy recovery
after a recent mishap at home.
Birthday greetings this time around go to
Liam Guthrie of Bolgart and Ryan Kennedy
for 30 May. Apologies to any young folk I
may have missed.

Ida’s Hideaway
Greasy Sleeve
TIME is catching up with all of us, thus we
have lost a few valuable members.
Hence, I am appealing to you the older
community people of Toodyay to help build
our membership.
It is a non profit organization; our aim is

LEYLAND

ENGINEERING SERVICES
MOBILE WORKSHOP - WE COME TO YOU
We specialise in:

- Fabrication & Welding Repairs
- Maintenance & Servicing
- Hydraulic Repairs
- General Machining
- 15 years experience heavy industry

Phone Steve Leyland

0400 378 930 A/H : 9574 4286
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to provide a happy and healthy atmosphere wood, vehicles, manpower and time manning
for our Golden Oldies at no cost to them.
the stall.
They play cards, bingo or anything they
As if the excitement of the 160th
feel like even if it is just to have a chat. We Agricultural Show isn’t enough, before the
are always open to suggestions that might Show comes the Spring Ball! If you haven’t
help the situation.
already purchased tickets, hurry into Makit
If you are looking for a great afternoon with Hardware before they’re SOLD OUT! The
lots of fun, laughter and happiness, then this theme is glamour of any era. In the lead up to
is the place to be. All we like you to bring is the Ball, the Agricultural Society is offering
a big smile; the rest is supplied.
dancing lessons with a fabulous instructor
No one from our group has a birthday in travelling from Perth. Please keep your eyes
June.
peeled for dates and times; there couldn’t be
Our Mothers’ Day and Easter was a great a better way to get into the spirit of the Spring
success.
Ball than learning a cha-cha or refreshing
We are looking forward to seeing you.
your jive and waltz!
		
Knock, knock.
Don’t forget to look for us on Facebook
		
Who’s there?
too. In keeping with the 160th celebrations,
		
Boo.
we will be giving away a free pass to the
		
Boo who?
Show for our 160th ‘Like’. Just search
		
Don’t cry it’s only a joke.
‘Toodyay Agricultural Society’ in the search
area of Facebook.

Toodyay
Agricultural Society
Kate Wood
IT’S hard to believe that the Toodyay
Agricultural Society’s 160th Show is only
four months away! Now is the perfect time
to be thinking about what categories you
might like to enter.
As mentioned in last month’s Herald, why
not let your imagination run riot with this
year’s Worn Art category? Make an outfit
from recycled material. The possibilities
are endless. Bail twine, hessian sacks, food
containers! If you’re looking for some
inspiration, why not check out some of the
masterpieces that the people of Broome have
been creating from recycled material? Their
website is www.theatrekimberley.org.au.
The Agricultural Society would like to
extend a huge thank you to everyone who
has continued to support the Show with prize
sponsorship this year and a big welcome
and thank you to those who have provided
sponsorship for the first time. With your
support, we’re able to award exhibitors who
put a great deal of time and energy into their
work. If anyone is interested in providing
sponsorship this year, please contact Pam
on 9574 2881.
Thanks too to those organisations who have
submitted Expressions of Interest for Show
jobs. The Committee will be in touch this
month with further details.
The annual Wood Raffle was held in May
and was a successful few days. Thanks to
those who supported us by buying tickets and
extra special thanks to those who donated the

Toodyay
Community Singers
Margaret O’Sullivan
THE hills are greening, the weather is
cooling, the countryside has taken on its
softer winter hue.
Weekends take on a different feel in
Toodyay with the bustle of people coming
up for a daily drive to our historic town.
The organisers of our annual Moondyne
Festival work tirelessly to create a day
filled with fun and activity. We singers were
invited along to contribute towards the day’s
entertainment. Smaller in numbers, though
big in spirit, with voices united, dressed
to the era of the day we joined the happy
atmosphere of a very successful day.
Singing is an amazing thing; there are
very few of us who would say we have a
great voice or are necessarily out-there stage
performers. We do a few more gigs each year,
get asked to be a part of some very special
moments, build camaraderie between us as a
group and just have a good time. If you have
ever thought you may like to have a go, come
along on Thursday night to the CWA hall and
join us; you may be pleasantly surprised.
I have heard a whisper on the wind of a
performance later in the year: The Spirit
of Christmas, with selections to be taken
from ‘Scrooge’, ‘A Christmas Carol’, at the
beautiful historic St Stephen’s Church. The
ambience of the lovely setting, going back
in time, will provide such a classic backdrop
for our next show.
Watch this space!

Full Time Counsellor Position - Northam
75 Hours Per Fortnight
Alcohol and other Drugs
Want to make a difference in people’s lives?
Holyoake is a leading provider of counselling and support services for people affected
by alcohol and other drugs. We operate through locations in Victoria Park, Midland,
Northam and Narrogin and employ over 90 staff.
We currently have a full time position available at our Wheatbelt Community Drug
Service Team office in Northam.
• Full Time Counsellor – In this role, you will provide counselling interventions
and referral for a diverse range of clients concerned about their substance use,
and for their families. Other duties may include contributing to the team’s local
community-based initiatives.
The position is based in our Northam office and candidates will ideally have counselling
experience and/or qualifications, experience in working with alcohol and other drug
issues and be seeking full time employment.
Holyoake offers a competitive remuneration package (including the ability to salary
package), induction and training and the opportunity to be part of a committed and
supportive team environment. For more information regarding these positions please
contact Jackie Darby, Regional Manager on 9621 1055.
To apply for this position, please include a completed application for vacancy, a copy
of your CV and a cover letter which clearly states which position you are applying for.
Your cover letter should be no more than 2 A4 page and while it is recommended that
you briefly explain why you are the best candidate for this position, you do not need
to address the selection criteria.
Please email your application to JDarby@holyoake.org.au or alternatively post to:
Jackie Darby
Regional Manager
Holyoake
PO Box 375
Northam 6401

Applications close 12th June 2013
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First Steps Play Group
Toodyay Montessori
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Developer Keen to Keep Toodyay Kids Active
A TOODYAY developer is keen to ensure
that they play their part in ensuring the
children of Toodyay DHS have every
opportunity to pursue an interest in sports.
Ironbridge Holdings, (in conjunction with
Ballem Civil Contracting) has recently
completed the construction of the Drummond
Rd sewerage pump station, a facility that
will shortly service the broader Toodyay
community. The installation caused a
range of disruptions to the Toodyay DHS,
particularly in the way of accessibility for
both pedestrians and vehicles in and out of
the school.
To show their appreciation to the school
for their cooperation during the construction
period, both the developer and contractor
have made a joint donation to the school. The
donation comes in the way of a voucher for

sporting goods from Slater – Gartrell Sports
to the value of $2500.
Ironbridge Holdings Project Manager, Bill
Carmody, said that the reason for the specific
donation was due to his company’s belief in
the value of sport to country communities;
“Ironbridge is very aware of the value
of sport in the growth and development of
community spirit in country communities,”
Mr Carmody said. “Given our company has
a number of residential land developments
in Toodyay scheduled in the coming years,
we are keen to show the Toodyay community
that we value their support and want to assist
in the growth of a positive community spirit.”
Mr Carmody and a representative from
Ballem Civil made the presentation of the
voucher to Toodyay DHS Principal, Tim
Martin, on Wednesday 15 May.

Great Beginnings Toodyay
Coral’s Last Sing-a-long

Naomi Gillett.
WELCOME back for term two. We welcome
some new families to our playgroup: Kylie,
Dustyn, Cody, Beck and Jesse, Lauren and
Joshua. It’s great to have a few toddlers in
the group.
We thank Claire for taking some of the
sessions last term in Paula’s absence. Thanks
to everyone for their extra help. It’s good to
see Paula back for term two. A big thank you
to Mikal who sponsored our outing last term.
We spent a morning enjoying the train rides
at Duidgee Park. Mikal sponsors us every
year to a morning on the trains. A big thank
you to you for your generosity.
We recently had our wood raffle and again
we are so overwhelmed by the support we are
given by everyone. The winner was Susan
O’Neill who was thrilled to have her wood
shed re-stocked.

Our play group co-ordinator, Paula,
recently spent a day at Chrysalis Montessori
School observing learning sessions and
really enjoyed the experience. Paula came
back with some new ideas to share with our
group.
Our Montessori playgroup is for parents
who want to learn alongside their children
to encourage independence through
child initiated play. We welcome dads,
grandparents and other family members to
come along and share the experience with
the children.
Playgroup is from birth to four years
of age. Sessions are during school term,
every Monday from 9.30am to 11.30am
at the Toodyay Community Centre
Playgroup Room. Come and enjoy your
first session for free. For enquiries, email
toodyaymontessori@hotmail.com or phone
Paula on 0447 019 447.

MAY was a very busy month with the
retirement of our longstanding Manager and
friend, Coral Grundy, and our grandparents’
morning tea, where some grandparents took
time out to join in music time. We also had
visits from a variety of animals, such as
Romeo the lamb and all the little chickies,
and we learnt about different colours with
colour of the week.
Great Beginnings Toodyay is a long day
care centre for 0-12 years and is situated
close to town. If you need the day off to go
shopping or to clean the house or even just
to have some time for yourself, give Raelene
a call on 9574 2922.
We have qualified educators who provide

Toodyay YouthCARE
Council
(Chaplaincy)
Vivienne Freeman
Secretary
OUR next raffle/stall will be held on Friday
7 June outside new IGA and Saturday 8
June outside old IGA. The Saturday stall
will have second-hand goods, plants, cakes,
jams, sausage sizzle on sale. All proceeds
will go to our school Chaplaincy Fund. We
look forward to your continued support of
Toodyay Youth.
We would also like to publically thank
once again, our local Bendigo Bank for their
very generous support of Chaplaincy with a
$5,000 donation.
We are presently interviewing candidates
for the position of Chaplain at TDHS and
hope to have someone in place shortly.
We are proposing a Quiz Night to be held
on 27 July – details are available in the
Public Notices’ section of this paper. We
thank those businesses who have already
come on board with prizes for the night.

a safe, educational and caring environment
where your child can learn through play.

Music
Contemporary acoustic rock
with some lovely ballads
and old hymns thrown in.
Sunday School
Three classes, 6-9 yr olds, 9-12
yr olds, 12-15 yr olds. Creche
for under school-aged kids.
Youth
Every Friday night at our place
“The Factory”. Ages 13-21.
Ladies
Bible studies and fellowship.
Mens
Groups, short term studies.
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emergency services
Bejoording Volunteer Bushfire Brigade

Central Volunteer
Bush Fire Brigade
Debbie Welch

Bejoording’s 1.4 has a new name:Big Kev
From the desk of The Badger
TUESDAY 21 May was our first monthly
meeting on our new day of the week. For a
very cold night with a fairly benign agenda
the turnout was pretty good, and a few
excellent forward looking decisions were
made – more on these below.
Once again the Bejoording Brigade has
applied to be the Caretakers at the Annual
Toodyay Agricultural Show on Saturday
12 October. We’ve done this many times
before, and The Badger will make the
assumption we’ll do it again. So we’ll be
calling for volunteers nearer the time.
Also on the forward agenda was the
‘Freedom of Entry Parade’ on 1 June.
Captain Lawrence Hayward rallied the
troops for maximum attendance and fun on
this special Toodyay day, and organised a
cleaning roster for the day prior to get the
fire units sparkling for the parade.
In his monthly report Captain Lawrence
said the Brigade had responded to four
call-outs already since the end of the fire
restriction season. One was a shed fire, one
a car fire and two were scrub fires. What
this demonstrates clearly is that Volunteer
Bush Fire Brigades are increasingly being
recognised as a broad based emergency
response service. The valuable plant and
equipment, as well as our human resources,
need to be utilised to their best effect.
More and more people are moving into
the Toodyay area and increasingly they
are ‘townies’ like The Badger, lacking
experience in the ways of the country.
Just because there are no longer any
fire restrictions, the call-outs we’ve had
demonstrate that vigilance and proper fire
precautions are necessary all year round.
For this reason, the Bejoording Brigade
will hold a special evening for small lot
holders, hobby farmers, new residents and
tree changers on the evening of Tuesday 20
August. Visitors will be able to meet our
volunteers and officers, see the fire engines
(bring your kids if they want to sit in the
driver’s seat!), and we’ll give you a brief

overview of basic fire safety precautions
for your home and property. We’ll hand out
your Fire Information Packs on the night.
There’s even a hot rumour that a sausage
sizzle or similar will be provided. Watch this
column in next month’s Toodyay Herald for
final details, and please take note, anyone
is welcome, even if you live outside the
Bejoording area.
Also on the agenda, for Tuesday 17
September, is our annual meeting with the
broadacre farmers in the area, but more of
this later. A good start, however, will be to
put this in your diaries.
The really big decision that was made
on the night was to give our trusty Fire
Engine (Unit # 1.4R) a name – after all,
people name boats, planes, transport trucks
and railway engines – so why not our
trusty fire engine! After some humorous
discussion and unrepeatable suggestions
the Brigade decided to honour one of its
most respected and beloved past members,
the late Kevin Dower. In many ways the
Brigade and its members were family to
him and he served as a Founder Member for
many years until he passed away in 2006.
Affectionately known to all as ‘Big Kev’ it
was unanimously agreed that Fire Engine
1.4R, newly returned from having a major
service, a range of repairs, possibly even a
face lift and a tummy tuck (he sure looks and
sounds good), will be known as ‘Big Kev’
from now on, with the name to eventually be
painted in an appropriate spot on the truck
in the near future.
Finally, congratulations to Captain
Lawrence Haywood who has completed
the relevant training courses and is now an
Accredited Trainer/Assessor, a great benefit
and advantage to a small rural brigade quite
a long way from town.
Our next Brigade meeting is on Tuesday
20 August at 6pm immediately prior to the
small lot holders and new residents function.
You can contact Captain Lawrence on
9574 5106, or the Badger on 9574 4834.
Please leave a message if we’re not there.

Misty Ridge Plant Farm

16 Brown Road, Wundowie

Specialising in Australian Flowering and Climate Nave Plants

WHOLESALE TO THE PUBLIC
HUGE SELECTION OF NATIVE VARIETIES AND SIZES, INCLUDING LARGE RANGE OF
CLIMATE NATIVE PROTEAS.
ALL PLANTS GROWN ON SITE WITH EXPERT ADVICE.
GREVILLEAS STARTING AS LOW AS $3.00ea (while stocks last)
OPEN:

MON — FRI
SAT,SUN, PUB HOL

9:30AM — 2:15PM
8:30AM — 4:30PM

www.mistyridgeplanarm.com
Ph: 08 9572 7145
Mob: 0427 387 686

OVER the last month we haven’t exactly been
quiet, although there has been no training or
monthly meeting – this has been forwarded to
Tuesday 26 June.
A big ‘thank you’ is given to those members
of the Brigade that assisted with the parking
at the Pearce Air Show on Saturday 19 and
Sunday 20 May.
An ‘Introduction to Fire Fighting’ course was
held on Sunday 27 May.
We have had a lot of controlled burns to
participate in and around the district which
saw some heavy fuel loads cleaned out. Several
controlled burns got out of control and some
required ‘back burning’ by brigade members.
The FESA 12.2 has played an active role in
many of these situations, so special thanks to
Gary, Daisy and Don for their time and help.
With the winter forecast of very little rain
predicted, it is time for us to start preparing for
what could be a busy fire season this coming
summer as we live in a High Risk fire zone.
It’s a good idea to think of getting fire breaks
upgraded, remove debris from areas of concern
and replace hoses and check gutter mesh and
(Evaporative) air conditioner coverings.
It is time to trim back widow/widowermaker branches /trees around our homes
and utility tracks and also current tracks for
emergency vehicles should be maintained.
Remove all dead or dying shrubbery and
Blackboy and Dryandra plants from around
the house and buildings as these are a source
of fuel for fire. In addition clean up any broken
glass/bottles. Plant ‘fire resistant’ plants in the
place of those that have been removed.
Remember to check your insurance policies
and update if necessary; also make a copy of
important documents onto a disk or USB
stick!
Get to know your neighbours, exchange
phone numbers and organise a safe meeting
area in the event of a fire that could put your
lives and homes at risk.
When you see us out and about in our trucks
with flashing lights we are on a callout or
training exercise and would appreciate your
cooperation to see us through traffic and
pedestrians safely.
To all current members, active or not, we
urge you to attend training over the next
few months, as protocol and strategies often
change.
If you would like to join our brigade please
phone Captain, Kevin Hug 9574 2612, or
Secretary, Wayne Clarke 6364 3609 or email:
2jcentralvbfb@westnet.com.au
Take care out there, Folks!
Quote of the month: “We are here to Serve and
Protect our families, friends and community”.

Coondle Nunile
Volunteer Bush Fire
Brigade
Colin Blanchett
WELL, here we go into winter or is it? Where
is the rain?
Call-outs have slowed down but we have
still had a few, one being a car fire on a Friday
night and the others were fires near our fire
shed started by unknown… but then turned
into a hazard reduction burn as we decided to
burn the road side. Also, members were very
busy attending to crop preparation and some
other hazard reduction burns within the shire.
Some members were very busy with
fundraising at the Moondyne Festival with our
hamburger stand selling our Coondle Combo’s.
A special thanks goes to Kevin and Deb Bowen
and Jenny Blanchett for organising this. It
proved to be a great success. Many thanks to
Jamie, Neville, Sally, Mark and Colin for their
services during the day. Also a big thanks to
our Deputy 1, Mick, for stepping in when the
heat turned up to help with the cooking.
We have also had some members attending
training at DFES in Northam. If you feel you
need to extend your training knowledge then
check with our Captain for any upcoming
courses as you can never have too much
knowledge on a fire ground.
Our next meeting will be held on 8 June
at 5pm sharp and we will get back into the
training on Sunday 9 June at 9am sharp.
If you feel like you would like to be a part of

this come down to the shed on a Friday night
from 5pm to look us over.

St John Ambulance
Toodyay & Districts
Sub Centre
IN an age where we all seem to be short on
time, it’s been encouraging to have members
of our local community drop in to the sub
centre for a chat about how they can help
St John Ambulance. Some are keen to be
Volunteer Ambulance Officers, others have
skills that will be put to great use around
the sub centre, but we still need more help.
There are so many ways you can help out
such as coordinating incoming ambulance
calls, driving or attending in the ambulance.
St John Ambulance is family friendly and
the time you offer is entirely up to you.
Volunteering for St John Ambulance is a
rewarding experience and application is
simple. If you have a bit of spare time and
would like to be involved, please don’t
hesitate to call us on 9574 2390, or drop in
between 9am and 2pm Monday – Thursday.
Thank you to everyone who continues to
support us by way of buying raffle tickets
or putting spare change into a collection
tin. The Mother’s Day raffle raised $500
(congratulations to Sally Martin, winner) and
recently we deposited over $700 collected
in tins around town. 100% of these funds
go towards helping us keep the ambulance
service in Toodyay, Bolgart and Morangup.
Our major fundraiser for the year is the
‘Bumper Raffle’. Tickets will go on sale
about July. If you would like to donate items
to the hamper, please drop them in to the sub
centre office or to Sandy at Toodyay Hair
Studio. Anything and everything will be
gratefully accepted!
Are you adequately covered for all
ambulance transport costs? If you have
private health cover, are you fully aware
of what ambulance transport your provider
will cover you for? Do you not have any
cover at all? Ambulance transport can be a
costly exercise if you don’t have adequate
ambulance cover – not something you need
to be considering in an emergency. Please
contact the sub centre if you have any queries
or would like to join your local Ambulance
Benefit Fund. Membership for the Fund is
only $47 for singles or $77 for family and
ensures you have full ambulance transport
cover anywhere in Western Australia. Very
reasonable when a minimum ambulance call
out in our area costs over $350!
First Aid Courses:
For details on forthcoming Apply First Aid
courses being held in Toodyay, please contact
Kerry at the Toodyay & Districts office.
Annual General Meeting:
St John Ambulance Toodyay & Districts sub
centre Annual General Meeting will be held
on Tuesday 30 July 2013 commencing at
6.30pm. All members of the community are
invited to attend.
St John Ambulance Toodyay & Districts
Sub Centre is at Rear 120 Stirling Tce
(behind Toodyay Hair Studio). Office Hours
are 9 am to 2 pm, Monday – Thursday. You
can contact us in person, by phone on 9574
2390, email at sjatoodyay@bigpond.com or
write to PO Box 364, TOODYAY WA 6566.

Toodyay RoadWise
Committee
New Members Welcome

THE WA Local Government Association’s
RoadWise Program is the Local Government
and Community Road Safety Program and has
been in operation since 1994.
WALGA’s RoadWise Program works to
build the capacity of Local Governments, the
community and other agencies to effectively
deliver road safety initiatives aligned to
Towards Zero, WA’s Road Safety Strategy
2008-2020.
The Toodyay RoadWise Committee meets
on the 3rd Tuesday of every month at 10am at
the Shire of Toodyay Works Depot.
The Toodyay RoadWise committee is
currently working on motorcycle safety,
pedestrian/heavy haulage issues, young driver
programmes and Slow Down Enjoy the Ride.
For this committee to function effectively, we
are calling upon community members with an
Continued on Page 11
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emergency services
Continued from Page 10
interest in our community and road safety to
join our committee.
As a committee member, you are required
to attend our monthly meetings to discuss
any road safety issues in our area as well as
assisting with the planning and coordinating
of the delivery of road safety messages to our
community. This can be as simple as handing
out promotional items with a road safety
message at the next community event – it’s that
easy to make a difference in the community!
If you would like further information, please
contact our chairman, Max Heath, on 9574
2069 or our WALGA Road Safety Officer,
Cliff Simpson, on 9622 6124.

Police Beat
Sergeant Geoff Dickson
OIC, Toodyay Police Station
Our numbers are up
THE popularity of the ewatch trial is gaining
with numbers of subscribed users steadily
increasing. Toodyay Police have recently
completed the import of all previous ewatch
members into the new system and our current
list membership stands at 219 users.
Thanks for your support.
Remember to tell everyone about ewatch
- join up at www.ewatch.com.au and use the
JOIN page.
Lock up - burglars are active in Morangup
There has been a recent increase in burglaries
in the Morangup area. Please remember to
keep your houses and vehicles locked up and
report any suspicious activity to Toodyay
Police.
Kids throwing stones in Toodyay
Reports have been received about juveniles
throwing rocks, particularly on Telegraph
Road, Toodyay near the cemetery.
Toodyay Police are very keen to stop this
behaviour and have been patrolling the
area. However, your assistance is needed to
identify who the youths are.
If you see any children throwing rocks,
please notify Toodyay Police as a matter of
urgency by calling 9574 9555.
Feel free to share!
A great way to share the news about eWatch
is to share the webpage or these emails on
Facebook or twitter ! Go ahead and try it !
Toodyay Police Station contact phone
number
Remember Toodyay Police Station’s contact
phone number is 9574 9555.
See the weekly crime statistics for your
suburb
Our crime statistics cover residential
burglaries, commercial burglaries, motor
vehicle theft, graffiti and vandalism. Each
offence is listed by suburb. If no offences
were recorded in a suburb it will not be listed.
COMMUNITY concern about unsupervised
juveniles wandering throughout the Toodyay
townsite has been communicated to me via
criminal complaint (for damage and stealing
related offences), email and personally by
direct approach at the station.
Many of you are worried about youth using
scooters and bikes and the way these children
use our roads.
In response to these concerns, I have
directed local police over the past three
weeks to concentrate on our youth. We have
made direct approaches to the parents of all
local youth that we believe are involved in an
effort to ensure that their parents are aware of
their actions. I have personally asked these
parents to actively assess their children’s
activities, particularly their ability to be away
from the home during the hours of darkness.
We continue to patrol our local streets and
police youth as incidents arise. I have also
rostered additional night-time patrols.
If you have any concerns, come and see
me at the station anytime to discuss.
Rest assured, your local police are aware
of the issues and are actively policing these
youth in our community.
Copper Theft
Toodyay Police have received a complaint
from a business in Toodyay that sometime
on Tuesday 14 May 2013, offenders accessed
the business and removed items from the
property that would indicate that they are
targeting copper.
Copper theft is an ongoing issue within
the Wheatbelt Police District, not just in
Toodyay.
Please be on the lookout for people who are

interested in buying or selling copper. Your
local police would like to hear from people
who have any information that may assist us
with this issue in our community.
Vehicle damage in the main street
Sometime around 6.15pm on 13 May 2013, a
motor vehicle was damaged whilst parked at
the rear of the bottle shop in Stirling Terrace,
Toodyay.
The damage appears to be consistent with
a person hitting the vehicle.
If you have any information that will
assist with identifying a person of interest in
relation to this offence, please let your local
police know.

Julimar Volunteer
Bush Fire Brigade
Tim Walker
HAVING committed to writing up the
news for this year and, in particular my first
monthly attempt for the month of May, I was
in Bendigo when our erstwhile editor rang
to ask where is the script?
Not a very commendable start I must admit
and was let off the hook rather lightly by the
editor (and Captain of the Brigade) having to
write the words himself. Thank you, Grant.
As Jan and I are relatively new members
I feel it is fitting to make comment on
our experience since joining up with this
organisation. We were both overwhelmed
with the strength, efficiency, organisation
and member numbers of this brigade, and
have very much enjoyed the experience and
now wonder why we did not join up years
ago. So, for us it means much more than ‘The
Fireplace’.
On Saturday 18 May, members were
treated to a very memorable night with a
comprehensive history of the formation of
the Julimar Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade,
given by Gaven Donegan with supporting
stories and history from John Dival and
David Street (too much to write up in this
column.See column entitled From Tree
Branches to Helicopters).
Other news for this month
Congratulations to Jemma and Nathan on
the safe arrival of their first baby, a boy.
Great work and we hope to see you back at
the shed soon.
The Brigade has now been officially
registered with the Bendigo Bank under
the very worthwhile Adopt-a-Spot scheme
to clean up road verges. Our little bit of
territory is either side of our shed driveway
and extending to Marri Road to the West and
to Sandspring Rd to the East; we are looking
for volunteers to join the current rank of
helpers for this project
Congratulations to Grant and Peter who
have now accredited as Trainer/Assessors.
I should imagine Brian will be relieved to
have some of that work off his shoulders.
Four members from our team have
completed the Advanced Firefighter / Crew
Leader training course held in Northam on
the weekend. Congratulations to Vicky,
Chris, Peter and Grant with the latter just
bringing older courses up to date.
Grant and Corri helped out with a
controlled burn with DEC recently to prepare
burnt-back firebreaks for a large 3000ha
controlled burn in the Avon Valley National
Park. Grant made a comment that this was
a very good opportunity to become familiar
with DEC procedures and protocol and get
to know some of their firefighters.
We are holding a Movie Night on 15
June after the bi-monthly meeting and after
the customary BBQ. The meeting starts at
5.30pm with the movie, ‘The Best Exotic
Marigold Hotel’ starting around 7pm. Jaffas
and popcorn will be provided.

From Tree Branches
to Helicopters
Tim Walker
ON 19 May, Julimar Volunteer Bush
Fire Brigade was treated to a talk by
Gaven Donegan which revolved around a
comprehensive history of the development
of the now Julimar Volunteer Bush Fire
Brigade. Some of his comments about the

earlier years were not first hand, but stories
handed down prior to his involvement in
bush fire control.
Gaven commenced his talk by going
back to the very first years of settlement
in the West Toodyay region, which was
all bushland. The first recorded bushfires
were started by aboriginals lighting fires
in their own traditional method of helping
with hunting for food. Settlers also kept the
process of lighting small, controllable fires to
clear land and help revegetate for some time.
Occasionally fires did get out of control and
the settlers would do their best to put them
out, with the only means of control using
green leafy tree branches to bash the fire out
where possible. They would also use animal
pads to burn back from the head of the fire.
However, there were very few settlers,
some on original land grants of homestead
blocks, others were employees belonging to
the Midland Railway Company which had a
holding of 20,000 acres stretching between
the Julimar Forest and West Toodyay.
From these humble beginnings fire fighting
gradually became more advanced with horse
drawn drays and manually operated pumps.
It was still very hard work and possibly
not all that effective at times, but certainly
were instrumental in developing a huge
thirst with many hilarious stories to be told
years after these events, with many a good
story revolving around leftover ammunition
dumps and unexploded 25 pounders in the
Julimar Forest area.
Another unlikely source of help came from
rabbit plagues, which effectively removed
all the pasture and bush regrowth down to
virtually bare earth. For those who may not
have lived in this era, rabbits were a national
problem from east to west. Other causes of
naturally occurring firebreaks to help fire
fighting in those days were animal pads
from wild horses and timber cuttings tracks
which bisected some of these fire prone
areas between the Julimar Forest and West
Toodyay areas.
As time moved on and more settlers came
into West Toodyay (now stretching over
an area from the Bindoon Army Camp to
Morangup in the south), farmers began to

clear land for farming in the more traditional
sense.
The clearing of land using dozers and, in
some cases, General Grant tanks dragging a
ball and chain between them and ripping out
the vegetation became more common. That
and the controlled burns which followed
was the beginning of district brigades as we
know it today. However, this total area was
still known as West Toodyay.
Of note at this time was the old six-wheel
drive Studebaker truck which is fondly
remembered by all those associated with
it, especially how it would literally go
anywhere. It now survives as a museum piece
at the Nungarin Machinery Museum.
Moving on in time with more improved
pastures, crops and the use of superphosphate,
bush fire control entered into a new phase
which saw self-priming pumps, fire permits
required for clearing fires, mandatory
firebreaks, no harvesting on Sundays (not
all areas), knapsack sprays to be carried on
all harvesting vehicles and spark arresters on
all harvesting engines.
At around this time, but before the advent
of diesel powered trains, coal fired steam
engines hauling heavy loads up the Avon
Valley became a source of more get away
fires. They were also supposed to have a
spark arrester built into the smoke stack but
the stories repeated many times by farmers
at the brunt of these loco lit fires was that
the loco crews would put a crowbar down
the smoke stack and through the arrester to
obtain more draft through the fire box and
heat exchangers
We then saw yearly controlled burns of
the railway reserve on each side of the
tracks from the Julimar Forest to Toodyay as
added protection and safety precaution from
these fires. This was an invaluable source of
training for brigade members and ensuring
fire equipment was in good working order
as this was usually done in late November,
prior to harvesting. Not only was this practice
considered essential for the brigades but,
regardless of the loco issue, it provided a
substantial regional firebreak, not only in
this area but on a state wide basis.
In the 1970s radio was introduced to bush
Continued on Page 12
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Toodyay Community
Resource Centre

Continued from Page 11
fire control. John Dival and his wife Lois
from West Toodyay established the first
base station for the local West Toodyay area.
Gaven asked John to fill us in on the details.
This is another lengthy subject and certainly
worth recording as it became an integral
part of modern bush fire control. Please see
excerpts from John’s talk in another column.
I have digressed, back to Julimar and its
first years.
It was also around 1985 that Julimar
became a brigade in its own right, headed
up by mainly captains and 1st lieutenants!
This was later rationalised as it appeared
that there were too many in control and not
enough men on the pumps.
Gaven, then in charge of the large property
known as Springbank, was the first captain,
followed by local identities such as Vern
Chitty, Max Chitty, David Chitty and later
Royston Sinclair.
Gaven later expressed his grief and praise
for the late John Campbell who took over as
Fire Control Officer after Gaven left the area.
John played a major part in the formation of
the Julimar Brigade. As an anecdotal story,
Gaven pointed out that the first Julimar
brigade truck was housed in John’s garage
at the expense of his wife’s car, which drew
much laughter and mirth.
Today the JVBFB stands testimony to those
earlier years, the men and women who had
the foresight to seek better protection from
the catastrophic effects of uncontrolled
bushfires.
The brigade has around 40 DFES trained
and registered firefighters plus another 20
auxiliary members to support firefighters at
the coal face and fund raising when required.
The Julimar Fire Shed was built in the
early 90s by the Shire but the volunteers
have transformed it to include an airconditioned radio room and briefing room,
equipment store and, in a separate building,
The Fireplace, with modern facilities for
preparation of food, meetings, training and
a well-patronised Friday night for a get
together over a BBQ or similar.
Very few would remember fighting fires
with a tree branch. A few may remember
manning a semi centrifugal or a manual

Trainee Appointed
We welcome our new Trainee, Evie, to the
team. Should you require any assistance or
information, she is able and willing to assist
along with Megan and Alison. Come and say
hello; we would all love to see you.
3C’s (Coffee, Crochet, Chat)
Every Tuesday 9.30am – 12pm; $3pp
Just as the name suggests! Everyone is
welcome. A stress free morning with morning
tea supplied
Multifarious Monday
Every Monday 10am – 12.30pm; $4pp (plus
cost of any materials)
Recycle your old Zippers and transform them
into gorgeous jewelry.
Monday 10 June: Zipper Jewellery. Please
bring two zippers from 15cm, thread to match,
needle, small button and beads.
Enhance your door handles with these
beautiful hangers
Monday 17 and 24 June: Decorative Door
Hanger. Please bring a skein of embroidery
silk and a matching 1/4 inch ribbon.
Roses
Thursday 6 June 10am-12pm; $5pp
We will be having a representative from the
Melville Nursery in Carmel visiting us to give
valuable information on all the intricacies of
growing roses. We will also be having a raffle
with a lovely rose as the prize
Computer Training - Introduction to
Facebook & Skype
Monday 17 June 10am – 12pm; $10pp, per hr.
Conquer your fear of Facebook and unlock the
mysteries of Skype. You can chat face to face
with friends and family. Bookings essential.
Floristry
Thursday 13 June 10am – 12pm; $5pp
Have you ever wondered how some people
make such beautiful flower displays? We
have the lovely Helen Brown coming to show

piston pump, but most will remember the
later days of farmers with their trucks with a
small self-priming pump with an unreliable
engine, and today, with modern fast fire
fighting equipment and radio control with
which we are all familiar.
We have indeed come a long way. We will
never stop some fires starting - some beyond
our control, of course. However there still
remains lots more to learn to stop events such
as the 2009 fire in Toodyay and other major
fires across the state.
We all owe a huge amount to these men and
women of earlier years who helped develop
the modern firefighter.
To conclude Gaven’s tale, we have seen the
control of bushfires rise from a simple tree
branch and lots of energy to radio control to
heli-tankers arriving from Perth to help with
bush fire control.

Toodyay
Neighbourhood and
Rural Watch
‘Neighbours Looking after
Neighbours’

Desraé Clarke
YOUR car is like a shop window if you leave
items out for all to see. Ensure that your
valuable items are well hidden otherwise
your vehicle could be a target of a ‘smash
and grab’.
These items may be sunglasses, loose
change, handbags, parcels, cheque books,
mobile phones, GPS units, food shopping,
private mail with your address visible, etc,
and anything that is valuable to you which
may also be tempting for someone else.
Take care – remove the temptation!
Have you become a registered eWATCH
member? If not, and you would like to
join, please send your name and details to:
Toodyay.Crime.Ewatch@police.wa.gov.au
Toodyay Police
9574 9555
CRIMESTOPPERS
1800 333 000

some of the finer points of floristry. Feel free
to bring your own vase or stand, alternatively
buy one on the day. Call us to book.
Free Foodbank WA Food Sensations®
Food & Cooking Show Broadcast on
Westlink
Continuing the series, this month’s broadcast
will feature:
More than just cereal and toast
Thursday 20 June 10am and 2pm
Find ways of offering a variety of options at
the breakfast table. Includes recipe: Potato
fritters
Free Rural In Reach Community Talks
Interactive Video Conferencing Workshop:
Bowel Cancer
Thursday 6 June 1pm – 2.30pm
Introduction to Wellbeing
Friday 7 June Noon – 12.45pm
Nutrition
Friday 14 June Noon – 12.30pm
Improving your health with e-health
Friday 21 June Noon – 12.30pm
Osteoporosis
Friday 28 June Noon – 12.30pm
Travel Advice for Seniors
Friday 21 June 10am – Noon; $5pp
We are having a guest speaker from Northam
Travel visiting us to give advice on travel
for seniors. There are many pitfalls and
suggestions so if you are about to start
travelling both in Australia or Overseas this
is a must.
Cake Decorating
Wednesday 26 June 10am – 12pm; $15pp
Beautiful cakes are always appreciated so
come along. Leanne from Silver Blossoms is
going to join us and give her expert advice.
She will be assisting us with decorating our
cakes. Please bring along six cupcakes to
decorate, with a container suitable for taking
home your creations.
Expressions of Interest
Book Club
We are seeking expressions of interest in
whether anyone would like to be a part of a
Book Club with the view to starting in July
If you want to know more or yo register your
interest please call our office.
If you would like to attend any of these
events, please book on 9574 5357 or call in
and see Alison or Megan.
Visit us at the Toodyay Community
Resource Centre (TCRC), 79 Stirling Terrace,
Toodyay. We are open Monday to Friday from
9am to 4.30pm (closed 12.30pm to 1pm).
Email: toodyay@crc.net.au.

79 Stirling Tce Toodyay Ph: 9574 5357 E: toodyay@crc.net.au
JUNE 2013 PROGRAM:
(Bookings essential)
Multifarious Mondays every Monday 10.00am ‐ 12.30pm. $4pp (plus cost of any materials used)
Zipper Jewelry, Decorative Door Hanger, please ring to book and find out what to bring.
3C’S (Coffee, Crochet, Chat) every Tuesday 9.30am ‐ 12.00 midday. $3pp A stress free morning with
morning tea supplied!
Roses ‐ Thursday 6th June 10am‐12.00pm $5pp Melville Nursery will be giving advice on everything
roses
Floristry ‐ Thursday 13th June 10.00am ‐ 12.00pm $5pp Finer points of flower display. Feel free to
bring your own vase or purchase one on the day
Computer Classes ‐ Monday 17th June 10.00am ‐ 12.00pm Intro to Facebook & Skype $10pp, per
hour. Chat face to face with friends & family. Conquer your fear of Facebook.
Travel Advice for Seniors ‐ Friday 21st of June 10.00am ‐12.00pm $5pp. Advice on how to avoid the
pitfalls and enjoy your holiday
Cake Decorating ‐ Wednesday 26th June 10.00am ‐ 1200pm $15pp. Professional cake advice. Please
bring 6 cupcakes to decorate and a suitable container to transport your creations.
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heritage focus
Blast from the past in the Herald Archives
Coming or Going?

Beth Frayne
THESE red telephone boxes were actually
being installed in Stirling Terrace around
August 1991. Bob Frayne remembers that
the old red boxes were taken away and
replaced by modern telephone kiosks. And
then the red boxes appeared again, two in
front of the Memorial Hall and one in front
of Connor’s Mill.

It is not clear from the 1991 Herald issues
who was the instigator of the boxes’ return,
but the Shire of Toodyay, Shire Councillors,
Telecom, Australia Post and the Toodyay
Tourist Centre were all involved in wishing
to maintain the ambiance of our heritage
streetscape.
The one remaining box outside the hall
is still used but could do with a lick of red
paint!

My Life and a New Beginning
Di Roberts
JUST take a look at me. Here I am, a
dilapidated, useless piece of machinery
wallowing in my own way and thinking that
no one in their own mind would ever want to
take me to new pastures.
Wrong!

My role, throughout the many years
of working through floods, heat and fire,
has shown that I can survive. But, as time
went by, I was not one to work anymore.
My hydraulics, my engine, my tyres, my
everything was a question that needed to be
answered, but no one came along to put the
fire in my belly to start again.
I needed that special person who believed in
me and could bring me back to the pristine and
loveable piece of machinery that would take
on any project or activity that was needed.
Days became weeks and weeks became
months and you can see the weeds have been
growing bigger beneath me, the rust on my
body became stronger and I was in a heap of
trouble.
I did not want to wallow in my machinery
parts, and I constantly thought that, if I kept
a positive outlook, someone would come
along, look at me and suggest I was able to
be salvaged and brought back to a new and
loveable tractor – well, I hoped so!
Again days worked through, the sun rose,
the sun set, moons came and went, and then
one day, a jolly fellow just wandered past me

looking for other parts for other projects, and
backtracked past me, then came forth upon
me, then looked, stared and again took a step
backwards, then came forwards. He had that
gleam in his eye, one could see it, that twinkle
as if to say, “Fellow, I think you and I will
become friends.”
So the story continues with a passion that
so many people of today do not have, but my
new friend does and he will always have. I
became his focus. In fact he became such a
friend that what he gave to me, I gave back
to him.
Throughout the months that followed, I
was taken apart, shovelled, screened, pushed,
pummelled, spruced up to the level of what
my friend expected.
Then the day came for the final inspection
and the painting. What was the decider
of what the colours of his beloved project
required?
My friend, in his quiet and kindly way,
asked me, “What about Maroon and Gold?
These colours represent the Toodyay Men’s
Shed. Are you happy and agree with this?”
I, who had shared many hours with him
and others, decided those colours would be
the most important colours of my life and
would represent fairness, togetherness and
the comradeship of fellow man.
My friend was elated; he always did not
think of himself but for his fellow man, a
delightful and caring man who always gives
of himself. He asks not for himself and he
cares deeply for those who are in need.
I (known only as ‘The Tractor’ at present),
was delighted with the colours and gleefully
agreed that the wheels would be gold and
the bonnet and other extremities would be
maroon. What a great combination!
So dear folks who read this, the moral of
this story is to take a person or an article and
give them a chance to be a part of what you
represent and present and explain your ideals
and avenues and your convictions and believe
in what you are doing, and you will achieve
all that you have set out to do, and they will
take part of your thoughts also.

Trees Cafe
Bolgart

28 George St, Bolgart
Kathleen Ph: 9627 5187
Friday Saturday
Sunday

10am - 3pm
9am - 3pm

Your cafe in Bolgart will now be open for breakfast every Sunday from 9am.
T he Sunday paper will also be available.
Come in for morning or afternoon tea or lunch or try our new breakfast
menu. We would love to see you.

Toodyay Historical Society
Robyn Taylor
Committee Member
ANOTHER wonderful Moondyne Festival
and a big thank you to our regular band of
willing helpers for their work on the day. As
always there was much interest in Jenny’s
excellent Moondyne Joe displays.
Nardie Cemetery and surrounds is THS’s
Adopted Spot. Thank you to those members
who came along with Toodyay Friends
of the River (TFOR) on 19 May to help
clean up the cemetery. This will feature
as an important part of TFOR’s soon to be
launched Walk Track.
Member Don Carter organised a
thoroughly enjoyable excursion to York
Road/St Ronan’s Well, Parkerville on 26
May. The day started with a tour of the
historic property once known as ‘Travellers
Rest’, or the ‘19 Mile Inn’. Situated on the
old road to York (the cobbles can still be
seen), the inn was an important staging
post. After much searching we finally found
the track off the Great Southern Highway
into St Ronan’s Well (c.1832). This was an
important site for travellers and those with
stock to be watered. A convict road working
party was also stationed there for a time.
There are two wells, the older lined with
stone, and the other with brick. All signage
to the wells had recently been removed,
maybe to protect this highly significant
site of what is believed to be the earliest
well in the colony to be constructed along
a main transport route. The excursion ended
with a visit to the Parkerville Children’s
Home cemetery, which dates from the first
decade of the 20th century. A large number
of babies were buried here. The cemetery
grounds are well cared for with some
delightful touches, such as carvings on
posts and tree stumps and a very artistically
designed entrance gate.
The Toodyay Agricultural Honour Board
Project has been a big job and Beth has
now completed it, compiling information
for the Toodyay Agricultural Society’s
Honour Boards (covering years 1853 to
2012). Over the 160 years of the Society’s
existence, 41 Chairmen and Presidents

have led our oldest Toodyay community
organisation. The list of known Committee
members contains a massive 347 names.
For some years (1870s-1890s), we know
little more than the names of the Chairman/
President and Secretary. Missing minutes,
and lack of election details in contemporary
newspapers, make such gaps inevitable.
Recently we received a very intriguing
donation of a mystery ledger that is well
over 100 years old. Jenny is trying to
identify which farm or business created it,
and to examine all the employee names and
other fascinating information it contains.
Can you help? We are looking for a
working 16mm movie projector so that we
can examine some film of possible local
historical interest.
Coming up, we have our street raffle on
Friday 14 June and Saturday morning, 15
June, outside IGA. Members please contact
Beth if you can give an hour or two to the
raffle roster.
Our next general meeting is on Wednesday
19 June 2013, 7pm, at Donegan’s Cottage.
Don’t forget to renew your membership!
On 30 June, our excursion will be
exploring the old Miling railway line and
former sites of Drummond’s Mill and
Mill Farm dairy. Peter and Jenny will be
leading this excursion. Details will be sent
to members. Non-members who wish to
attend can contact Beth.
Finally, we have our train trip to
Kalgoorlie, 26-28 July. Robyn has been
liaising with members of the Eastern
Goldfields Historical Society who are
looking forward to meeting us. Could
members let Beth know asap if they are
interested in coming.
For information about any matter related
to the Toodyay Historical Society or how
we may assist you or your group, please
contact the Secretary Desrae Clarke via
email: desraec@westnet.com.au or phone
6364 3609, President, Peter Robinson on
0417 957 378, or committee member Beth
Frayne on 9574 5971.
Our headquarters are at Donegan’s
Cottage (within the Showground complex),
Continued on Page 14

Where Was Alpha Cottage?
Can You Help?

Jenny Edgecombe
Archivist, Toodyay Historical Society
Inc.

DO you know where this building stood?
Does it still exist today?
A great-grand daughter of John Henry
Monger and Agnes Monger (née Donegan)
made a special trip to Toodyay this month
to see the places connected with her greatgrandparents. We are now searching for
Alpha Cottage, where this happy couple
spent their final years.
John Henry was a warder in charge of
convict parties working on the Albany
Road in the 1860s, then later worked for
the Toodyay Road Board and spent years as
a policeman in the 1880s. John and Agnes
lived and farmed for some time near the
Jimperding Brook bridge on the ToodyayPerth road – probably the farmhouse on the
left-hand side of the road on the way to Perth
on land belonging to John’s brother Charles
Edward Monger.
From there they moved to Northam to
Coming to Gidgegannup
in June / July
Enhance Your Natural looks with

Lois Joy Cosmetic Tattooing
Permanent Makeup
Specialising in

Eyebrows
Eyeliners
Lip Enhancement
Free consultation

Up to 15% Discount June / July

Contact Lois Joy
Phone 0409 511 579
Technician of Micro Pigmentation
Bookings essential
Brochures available at Gidge Hairdressers

run the Farmers’ Home Hotel (now The
Shamrock). They finally settled in Alpha
Cottage. A Herald article on their 50th
Wedding Anniversary party and John’s later
obituary in the Northam Advertiser simply
mention Alpha Cottage as being on the
Newcastle Road.

FAMILY LAW
DEFACTO RELATIONSHIPS
* Separation
* Child Support/Maintenance
* Divorce
* Property Settlement
* Contact/Residence - Children
* Restraining Orders
* Prenuptial Agreements - Binding
Financial Agreements
* Legal Aid Accepted
Discounted rate for initial 1 hour
consultation.
Now seeing clients at:

Sarah Somers

Barrister & Solicitor
85 Fitzgerald Street, Northam
(ofﬁces of Mayberry Hammond)

Telephone: 9622 7255
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heritage focus
Continued from Page 13
which is open to the public every Thursday
from 1pm to 3pm. Membership is $10 and
our postal address is PO Box 32, Toodyay
WA 6566.

2009 Toodyay Bushfire Project
Robyn Taylor
Project Consultant
THE project is now in its final stages. I have
a few more interviews to do, and I am waiting
for some television footage to arrive to add to
the growing collection of ‘documents’ about
this major event in our history.
I am most grateful to the Patching family
and others for letting me photograph their
mementoes from the fire, and for providing
digital copies of photographs.
Beth Frayne is assisting me with indexing
the growing pile of media articles.
The Lotterywest grant has to be acquitted
by the end of this month so, if any readers
have anything they would like to share and
have included in this project, please contact
me on 9574 2578, or rdtaylor@iinet.net.au

Peter’s Pitch
Peter Robinson
President
KATHY and I attended the launch of
‘Freopedia’ in Fremantle on the afternoon
of Sunday 26 May. The Fremantle Society,
along with the City of Fremantle and other
local organisations are going to work with
Wikipedia to establish QR Codes on many of
Fremantle’s old historic buildings. QR Codes
are a bit like Bar Codes, but QR Codes can be
read by smart phones and tablet computers.
All the interesting information about the
building can then be read by the tourist or
other interested person on their smart phones.
This will be a big help to the tourist industry
in Fremantle. The Australian President of
Wikipedia, Craig Franklin, launched the
project.
Craig was in Toodyay the next day to
explain the concept to the Toodyay Shire
and then later in the day he talked with a
group of locals from various organisations.
The idea has great merit and the Shire and
the individuals Garry spoke to are all keen to
learn more with a view to possibly adopting
the programme for Toodyay.

In Days Gone By
Ron E Waters
BACK in the old days both schools in
Toodyay were very busy schools with quite
a lot of children attending them.
The Toodyay State school was for day
students and the Convent school was for day
students and boarders. A lot of the students
that boarded at the Convent came from the
north and the wheat belt area and a few from
the city area.
At the State school some children stayed on
after 9th standard (nowadays called year 10)
and took their Junior Certificate and a few
took their Leaving Certificate (which would
be called Year 12 today).
However, at the Convent they taught a
few different subjects, so Mum sent my
older sister Betty to the convent to finish her
education there, so when her education was
complete she boarded in Toodyay and got
her first job in the Toodyay Council Office
working alongside another local girl when
the Council office was where the Library is
today.
She got a real shock on her first day, a
cousin of hers from Rockdale Road walked
in with a wheat bag full of parrot heads to
count and pay for, as the Council paid two
pennies for each dried out head. I’ll bet the
girls that work in the Council Office aree
glad this doesn’t happen today.
Then my mother knew I liked music as Phil
Chitty had given me a little mouth organ and
had taught me how to play the song “There’s
No Place Like Home”, and I used to sing
all the while I was walking around the farm
so she sent me to the Convent to learn the
piano. The Sister there soon found out I did
not like classical music so she taught me the
music to the songs that came out in the War
time, such as, Goodbye Little Yellow Bird,
The White Cliffs Of Dover, Johnny Zero
and the Siegfried Line, which was named
after a place our troops were advancing and
many other war songs. Sister used to get me
to sing while I played, as I had a voice like
a girl in those days. Not so today I have a
singing voice like a bull-frog in the creek. I
learnt music in my lunch hour twice a week
on Tuesdays and Thursdays and ran back
to the State school when it was 12.55pm,
when the convent children went into class
for prayers.
I have photos of the convent children they
were very well dressed in their uniforms.

Group picture of St Aloysius’ Boarding School 1st, 2nd and 3rd-year High School Class of
1950. Ken Waters is the tallest, centre back.
The children there were very well behaved
as the Sisters were very strict, but very nice.
The Priest there those days was very well
liked by every person in Toodyay and he
sometimes came down to the betting shop
and had a bet on the trotters on Friday night
when Beau Don (or may have been called
Bow Don) was the champion trotting horse
in Western Australia, and I know the Priest
had a few wins.
The church those days was across the
road and the Priest got the Toodyay Council
to send the Toodyay Vermin Inspector on
Sundays while the bike races were on to
watch when cars were backing out from the
church. I was walking out the front gate at the
convent and was looking at all the ants on the
footpath and I said to the Priest “why did God
put ants on earth” and he said young man
everything was put on earth for a purpose.
As I grew up I could see the Priest was right. I
saw mountain devils eating ants, and lizards,
porcupines, echidnas and birds, they were
a good food source for many animals and
birds.
The convent children used to like
swimming in a nice pool below the convent
and sometimes played sport against the
State school. I can still read music and have
a tinkle on the piano now and again, but
love playing the mouth organ and have lots
of them all different keys and have a piano
accordion.

Mum also sent my brother to the convent
from the State school to finish his education.
Ken won a scholarship while he was there
and when he completed his education there
he went to training college. Dad could only
give him some money for his education and
I think he did a bit of part time work and I
took him trapping rabbits in the holidays so
he could finish his education with money he
got from selling the rabbits. He, Ken, soon
became a school teacher and later a school
principal and taught in many wheat belt
schools including a school in Northam and
big schools in Perth. He has retired now, but
often meets the children he taught where ever
he drives today and they still call him Sir or
Mr Waters. Quite a few children came to
the State school from Perth and stayed with
relatives in Toodyay, as it was war time and
they thought Perth might get bombed.
As I look back now I have got old and
think about those two schools and think
how lucky we were in all those war years
to have teachers at both schools that took
our minds off the war. They were very very
good teachers and at the State school we had
a lady to teach us scripture, so us children
all believed everything would be OK in the
finish.
I often sit in my car in the car park and
look at the school building and drive past the
convent and have a happy feeling of those
old days.

Healing in the Hills
What a Weird Way to Write a
Book

The Toodyay Herald is seeking sponsors for

The Toodyay Herald Writers Award
(formerly Frank Venn Memorial Award for Young Writers)

Please call our Award Coordinator, Desraé Clarke
on

6364 3609
for details on how you can contribute to this worthwhile cause.
The Frank Venn Memorial Award for Young Writers was started
by The Toodyay Herald in 1994 and has continued as an annual
event ever since.
Initially designed to encourage young writers to further their
English skills, it was later opened up to include writers of all
ages.

Sign up as a sponsor now!

Bob Adair
Toodyay Christian Fellowship
SOME time ago I was asked this question,
“How do you know that the bloke who wrote
the Bible got it right?”
Well that was a surprise that got me
thinking about this unique book. It took a
thousand years to write and is made up of
sixty-six segments written by forty different
authors covering prehistory up until the time
of Christ. This alone makes it unique but, like
the good old telly salesman says, “But wait,
there’s more.”
Unlike other spiritual philosophies or
religious writings, it is not the opinion of one
man. All the authors had a clear message: this
is God speaking. The theme is simple: God
and mankind need to get on the same page;
we are so far apart it is not only the same
page but the same book. We hear a lot about
this in Aussie-land we call it ‘reconciliation’.
We even have a ‘sorry day’. The forty
independent authors called this repentance.
I think the bloke who wrote the Bible was
actually God. Yes, God is able to write! But
there’s more: each of you probably has your
own idea about being ‘spiritually aware’
but my God actually wrote the handbook
on getting hold of this elusive part of our
humanity, ‘spirituality’. Not only that but
he wrote the book on how to treat each other
and improve our community.
I hope this is helpful, ‘But there’s more’.
The strange thing is you do not have to start
reading it at the beginning for it to make
sense but you do have to read it knowing
who the real author is. Maybe that’s why we
call it ‘God’s Word’.
It sure is a weird way to write a book; read
it yourself and find out.

Quo Vadis
RECENTLY in a radio talkback programme
the subject matter was “respect” which, after
hearing the various opinions expressed, even
by the guest speakers, brings to mind the
book “Straight and Crooked Thinking” and
its reference to the need for the use of “logic”
in thought. It is logical to underpin respect
with its essential ingredient of “reverence”
(veneration) which gives substance/depth to
the feeling(s) of the expressed/implied view
of that person-otherwise sincerity/fidelity
is compromised a word cannot be taken as
a bond of that self. Wherein lies the basis
of mistrust or lack of faith, within which
“Religio” (to unite and bond) is enwrapped.
This misunderstanding of the religious
purpose, is the basis of its disavowal by the
agnostic/atheistic creeds, both of whom ask
for the evidence of the existence of God, as
if the Creation is not enough, as if true “love”
can be measured scientifically as on a scale of
selflessness. As if there is a scale to express
what is felt in the heart, mind, soul, combined
in the transcendental, the subliminal, who
but the metaphysical saints, poets, prophets
can, or have made. There are many of each,
but of the latter, Micah 6.8 has its message/
example right, so what scale separates the
difference of love and justice.
According to Simone Weil, the notion
of obligation comes before rights, which
is subordinate and relative to the former.
A right is not effectual by itself, but only
in relation to the obligation with which it
corresponds. This obligation is an eternal
one, it is coextensive with the eternal destiny
of humankind. This obligation has no
(material) foundation, but only a verification
in the common consent, accorded by the
universal conscience. It is recognized, where
it is not attacked as a result of self interest,
or passion (anomie) and is understood as
Rousseau said in Vox Populi (the voice
of God) as speaking thru the conscience,
another immeasurable!
P.281 epilogue “Church in the Age of
Reason” the authority of reason often
encouraged an attitude which was,
complacent if not arrogant, it despised
mystery because it was enamoured of logic,
but on P.282 we read was a zeal susceptible
to distortion, indifferent to the needs of the
human/terrestrial world. P.283 others besides
philosophers and theologians revolted
against the rationalist picture of life, mystery
and wonder. Beauty and spontaneity asserted
their right to the conception of a satisfying
life. One is not doing so in the hope of
reward, but to do the Will of He who sent
me, as Jesus claimed.
His words of the Mount Sermon are as
“Manna” for the soul, which is a personal
obligation to nourish/guide to its eternal
destiny. It is part of a social contract/
relationship such that no one is compelled
to violate in order to do the will of others.
It was one of Freud’s major insights that
civilization rests, not only on the repression
of libidous drives, but on their being
channelled, in significant energy toward
creative mental/physical ends, towards
“resublimination” in the opposite direction
to its deadly foe “the unbridled indulgence
of the acquisitive appetite” which was
responsible for the development of the
ethos of the economic system which was
remaking society irrevocably into the frenetic
lifestyle that bedevils society presently with
mental health consequences and instability,
revealing the frailty of the human psyche to
withstand the rigours of our accumulating
all this material “stuff” at the expense of our
“moral” mediative therapy indicated by the
essence of Vox Dei. We do indeed invite the
sword of Damocles by ignoring the fabled
tower of Babel. Do we sense any of the
calamities besetting us that have parallels in
the centuries of our history?
It was stated, here in Perth, by the Queen’s
Consort, that, if we are going to make
mistakes, let them, at least, be original. This
implies that we need to be learned in/of those
previous mistakes/misdemeanours. It is not

only being aware, but versed in the ability/
prescience to avoid them!

Toodyay & Districts
Community Bank®
Margaret O’Sullivan
THIS past month has seen us with a very
big community focus working on two great
projects.
Adopt-a-Spot has received such amazing
community support; we thank you all for
embracing this project with such outstanding
enthusiasm. We have allocated 23 spots
around town, with groups in reserve waiting
to pick up any second round offers, should
they become available.
The Adopt-a-Spot initiative came from
our town Community Forum night, where
we asked for what you, the community, saw
as projects you would like to see undertaken
within our district. “Beautify and upkeep of
our town,” was suggested, so here we go,
making these suggestions a reality.
The partnership of our local tidy towns
committee, the Shire of Toodyay and our
Community Bank® must make Toodyay a
strong contender in this year’s Tidy Town
Competition, through the Keep Australia
Beautiful Council.
What an opportunity for us to be able to
supply much needed funding to our local
groups and organisations, whilst they in
turn actively contribute to our town’s overall
appearance and upkeep.
Join us for the official launch of Adopt a
Spot on Saturday 15 June at the CWA hall –
all very welcome.
Our second big project has been the ‘You
Like Campaign’ where three community
groups, looking for funding for their various
projects were selected to participate in a three
way competition. Each group has been trying
to get the most votes, on-line or in person in
the branch, for their own project. First prize
$5,000, second $1,500 and third prize $500,
all very worthwhile amounts to win and a
fantastic way to build community awareness
towards some of our local organisations.
At the time of this Herald edition being
available, the winning group will have been
announced.
Congratulations to all three participating
groups, Toodyay Scouts, Toodyay Friends
of the River and Toodyay Kindergym; we
hope the prize money will help make some
of your dreams a reality!
On finishing, may I say thank you to our
wonderful community for your continual
business that allows us to continually support
our community.

Autumn Club
Autumn Leaf
WE are now settling in and getting ready for
the cooler weather.
On Friday 17 May we visited the York
Senior Club for a friendly game of carpet
bowls and lunch. We all had a most enjoyable
time. A big thank you to the York Club.
The York Club will be returning a visit to
us on Wednesday 12 June, so the meeting
will start at 10am.
Our trip to Midland booked for 18 June has
been cancelled but we will be having a trip to
Fremantle in July so keep Tuesday 23 free.
On Wednesday 26 June we are having
our lunch party at 12noon followed by our
birthday party at our club rooms so get your
name on the list if you are coming to the
lunch party!
Please note our general meeting for July
will be our AGM which is on Wednesday
31 July. That is when a new committee will
be elected.
Birthdays this month are Katt Chitty -24th
and, early in July, we have Dave Poulson -1st.
We wish them a very happy birthday.
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Prompt; Assistant Lighting; Costumes;
Make-Up. These positions may require
attendance to rehearsals which are held
Tuesday and Thursday evenings. We also
Max J Heath
require volunteers on the night to help the
IT has been a relatively quiet month with a night run smoothly. These jobs include: Front
of House; Bar Staff; Waiters/Waitresses.
couple of us away for a break.
If you are interested in filling one of these
Moondyne was a good day with plenty of
interest in the display and the turning going positions please contact Andrew Lee on 0434
on. The raffle was not a success and we don’t 558 597.
The Toodyay Theatre Group is pleased to
think we will have one again at this festival
announce that the end of year Awards Night
in the future.
The activities at the Pavillion have been will most definitely be going ahead thanks to
carrying on as usual and our chief pot pourie a newly formed sub-committee. Coordinated
bowl maker, Rioger, has now turned his hand by Kristee Jolly, the committee has been
formed by some of our younger members,
to making pens.
We were also given quite a bit of Burl wood Sammi Douglas, Fish Salmond, Charlie
recently and this will come in handy in some Flowers and Hannah Welburn, and includes
of our projects. We would like to thank Mr two of our more experienced members,
and Mrs Dennis Lloyd for this kind donation. Dave Mitchell and Jessica Shilcock. This
By the time this has gone to print we committee hopes to make the event bigger
will have had an excursion to visit Swan and better than last year and welcomes
Woodturners at their new headquarters to suggestions from members of the community
check out what they are up to. This visit will to encourage public attendance. The first
be followed with a visit from some of their point of discussion will be a theme for the
members on 23 June where they will put on night. If you have a great idea that you’d like
a demonstration for us, and which will then to share, please contact Kristee on 0408 908
be followed by a barbecue lunch. The item 146.
We are now on Facebook! If you would
they are going to demonstrate is inside out
turning where you turn one side and then like to be kept up to date with productions,
turn it around, turn it again and it produces auditions and just general TTG chit chat,
please follow us by searching ‘Toodyay
an object of great effect.
Our year has now been sorted out as to Theatre Group’ on Facebook or go to www.
our demonstrations and we will be at the facebook.com/ToodyayTheatreGroup.
boulevard in Northam on 27 July and also
at the Northam Show on 14 September.
Well that’s about all from the wood turners
for this month, so cheers from the Avon
Woodturning group.
Susan Clulow

Avon Wood Turners

Letter from Austria

Lights, Camera,
Action!
Toodyay Theatre Group
Report

Kristee Jolly
FROM the “warped mind” of Graham
Boston (words of our President, Dave
Mitchell) comes a new comedy production
for the Toodyay Theatre Group entitled, ‘A
Very Grungy Christmas’.
This production will be performed on
Friday 26 July and Saturday 27 July at the
Toodyay Memorial Hall as a Christmas in
July spectacular! The cast of the production
is already hard at work with rehearsals twice
a week, so remember to keep the date free or
you will miss out! Tickets will be available
from Makit Hardware at a later date, and will
also include a scrumptious full Christmas
Dinner included in the price – it’ll be a night
not to be missed!
Much to the excitement of the Theatre
Group, we have another first time director
for the upcoming production – Andrew
Lee! Andrew has been a member of our
Theatre Group since he was knee high to a
grasshopper, where he began acting at the
age of seven! We are pleased that Andrew
has stepped up to the directing plate and
can rest assured that his extensive acting
experience will provide great leadership for
the actors and a wonderful performance for
our audience. We wish you the best of luck,
Andrew.
Although all acting parts have been filled
for this production, we are still looking for
new and current members to assist with
several backstage duties. If you are interested
in becoming one of our acting members this
can be a great foot in the door to experience
how our Theatre Group is run. Positions
that need to be filled are: Stage Manager;
YES - YOU DO HAVE THE
CHOICE OF SETTLEMENT AGENT
WHEN BUYING
OR SELLING REAL ESTATE

I AWOKE on 24 May to a quiet morning,
albeit dark. When I opened the curtains there
was snow falling, which is late for the month
of May. I checked the temperature and it was
8°C. However, two hours later it was down
to 4°C! It snowed most of the day covering
the grass, rooftops and eventually my car roof
with 2 inches of snow.
The following day there was heavy rain. I
checked my veggie garden and all appeared in
order - the peas and beans were up. However,
for the second year in a row I am unlikely to
get plums as the snow seems to have knocked
off the flower sets.
When I drove into town the next day,
I noticed that all the tall grass had been
flattened by the snow and rain. I don’t think
they will be cutting hay anytime soon as the
forecast for the next 14 days looks bleak with
rain almost every day. In fact, it won’t warm
up until at least the end of June. According to
the locals this is strange weather for this time
of year.
It must be the Aussie in me but I don’t resent
the rain after experiencing years of drought.
When there was a downpour, I remembered
how much I enjoyed watching the fresh water
as it poured out of gutters and ran like rivers
down the road into a nearby stream.
However, my livelihood over here is
dependent upon the warmer summer weather
that begins in July. So far only two of my
holiday apartments have been booked for the
first two weeks of July. I suppose all this bad
weather is putting people off. .
In the meantime, I have been getting
prepared for my guests by replacing an electric
water heater whose pipes got frozen and burst.
The new one is frost free! And I have finally
sorted out the power box, numbering all the
switches so I know what goes where. Last
but not least, the power in the attic has been
tested and is fully operational.
This place is starting to feel like home!
So from the wet spring in Austria I will say
goodbye until the end of June when I hope
it’s warm and sunny again here.

TOODYAY
EMU FARM

PE & SM FERGUSON

BULLDOZING CONTRACTOR
Owner Operator

* Dam Construction
* Fence Lines
* Contour Banks
* Ripping

Phone: 9574 4320
Fax: 9574 5014
P.O. Box 827 TOODYAY 6566
Phone Patrick

9574 4402

An Independent Real Estate
Settlement Agent

Walk amongst “Free Range Emus”
in natural bushland
• Guided Tours
• Emu Products Shop
• Dining Area
• Tea and Coffee
• Ice Cream and Cool Drinks
• Toilets
• Ample Parking
Coach and School Groups by Appointment

Open Daily 10AM – 4PM
Phone 9574 1415
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Toodyay Music Club

Toodyay Miniature
Railway
June Eastwood

or chocolates (yes please!) but no, it was a
train. We are now a two train family!
So now, with my diesel named ‘Lyndi-Lou,
I can enjoy my time at mini rail as much as
Brian does.

AT last we can announce that our new Loco
shed is in operation. Percy and Len, as
befitting their status as the hardest working
locomotives and members of the Toodyay
Miniature Railway, made the initial climb
to the shed entrance. However, it was left to
Smoky to become the first official resident,
albeit having been pulled down to the
location by Percy and then manoeuvred into
position with manpower.
Lyn with her ‘perfect’ present, Lyndi-Lou
Run days are very busy and it’s wonderful
seeing all the beaming smiles and waves (and
that’s the adults!) The children love every
minute. Their first words off the trains are,
“Can we go again?”
The perfect gift? Not for everyone but, for
me, just maybe!

Jenny Edgecombe
MUSIC Club is always good for a lift to
your spirits. Our members are an inspiration,
coming up with wonderful items month after
month and our April and May club nights
were no exception.
Spencer and Leila presented an amazing
spectacle in April with their hilarious musical
interpretation of a pair of sprightly seniors on
a fishing trip, old car and all. Sensational!
The approach of Anzac Day prompted
some members to reflect on war at the
April meeting. Maurice included the biting
‘Universal Soldier’ and the tragic ‘No Man’s
Land’, while Peter chose the light-hearted
classic, ‘Kiss me Goodnight, SergeantMajor’. Kay had to wait till May to present
her war song, ‘Billy Don’t be a Hero’. The
sombre mood did not last long as she reformed her backing group, The Fabulous
Shoopettes, for the startling, ‘Knickers in the
Air’, with an astounding selection of these
garments being waved around.
Phil has received a great audience reaction
with those blues numbers he’s been doing so
well the last couple of months, as well as a
mix of other songs, including some Dylan.
Jeanette triggered some wistful sighs at the
April meeting with a beautiful version of that
60s anti-nuclear protest song – ‘What have
they done to the rain?’
Eileen and Maurice just stole the ‘Food and
Drink’ show in May with their introductory
number. They had cleverly woven together a

Arts Toodyay
Clive Eger
THE dust is settling from the busy weekend
of the Arts Toodyay Moondyne Festival
Exhibition and all agree that it was our best
Moondyne exhibition yet. There was a record
number of entries with a greater variety of
exhibits than in previous years, including
sculpture and fabric art as well as the whole
gamut of drawings and paintings. Many of
them reflected the theme of ‘containers’
although the reference was a bit obscure in
some of them.

A large number of visitors came to see the
exhibition and many of them voted for their
favourite exhibit in the ‘People’s Choice’
award. This year the award was hotly
contested and the proud winner was Jeanette
Couper with her pastel entitled ‘Carnaby’.
The prize was generously donated by Roz

Spencer and Leila. Photo Joe Edgecombe
medley with lines from some 53 songs that
mentioned food or drink. We all wondered
how we would be able to sing after laughing
so much.
Spencer certainly had no problems though,
with a happy, bouncy ‘Honey Toast and
Sunshine’ and some intriguing rhythm
patterns to bring new life to ‘Shortening
Bread’.
Joe and Jenny revisited some old favourites
for April - ‘Steal Away’ and ‘I Bowed My
Head and Cried Holy’. Their new items for
the Food and Drink theme in May included
a student drinking song in Latin from Jenny
and a rousing ‘Drinking with Rosie’ from
Joe.
Jan gave us a delightful poem inspired by
Joe’s disgust with fruitless Hot Cross Buns
at Easter, ‘The Unsung Bun Poem’. She also
included a dramatic, ‘Cry Me a River’ as her
final number.
I can’t close the book on the foodie
theme without mentioning Moya’s cute
but beautifully executed, ‘Be my Little
Bumble Bee’ and the Kalamunda Four
– Moya, Eileen, Pete and Maurice, in
their enthusiastic ‘Jambalaya’ with great
harmonies.
Members voted for a new challenge at the
next theme night (August) – Horses!
Next club evening: 7pm Friday 14 June
Any style of singing or instrumental
performance welcome so long as it is
acoustic. For further Information, phone
Teddy or Spencer on 9574 4492.
Davidson from Courtyard Antiques and we
thank her very much for her support.
Our next workshop will be the Raku Pottery
workshop which, as in previous years, will
run over three sessions culminating in a
raku firing on July 6th. The first session is
on Saturday, June 15th. Numbers are limited
but you can contact Clive Eger (drumree99@
gmail.com) to see if there are still places
available.
The members of Arts Toodyay will be
participating in the Adopt-a-Spot Project
over the next two years. This is a project of
the Keep Australia Beautiful Council and is
sponsored by Bendigo Bank in association
with the Shire of Toodyay and the Toodyay
Tidy Towns Committee. We are most grateful
to the Bendigo Bank for their generosity in
supporting this initiative. Please help us by
minimising litter around the shopping area in
Toodyay!
Plans are already underway for our next
exhibition which will be VINO 2013 at
Coorinja Winery from 28 – 30 September. This
will be the fifth annual exhibition to be held
at the winery and if last year’s exhibition is
anything to go by, this year will be bigger and
better than before. All artists are encouraged to
begin preparing their entries for the exhibition
as September will soon be upon us!
Arts Toodyay Inc. is a group of arts
enthusiasts from the Toodyay area who meet
to share their expertise and promote their
work in the Toodyay area. Members have
diverse interests ranging from painting,
creative textiles, jewellery and contemporary
embroidery to writing, pottery and sculpture.
New members are very welcome. Contact
Clive on 0401 966 153 or come along to the
monthly meeting held at 8pm on the first
Tuesday of each month at the Old Police
Station in Duke Street North near the corner
of Feinnes Street.

After this coming weekend’s run days other
engines will move into their new home.

Stan has spent considerable energy
installing the sandstone retaining walls
which make for a very professional looking
surround. A celebration morning tea was
provided by Brian and Lyn, set out on the
heavy duty polished steel top of the main
work bench of which Graham is very proud.
Graham found a forlorn, homeless and
broken concrete crocodile at the Transfer
Station (alias rubbish dump). With no little
ingenuity, crocodile’s shoulders have been
rounded to mask missing front legs, he sports
a silver over brown hide, a definite evil grin
and vicious yellow eyes. He was first placed
near the line adjacent to the new Loco shed
but there were worries that being out of sight,
his new glory could be vandalised. During
the day it was suggested that instead, he
should be placed in the pit on the entrance
side of the station where he could be easily
lifted out and stored safely at the conclusion
of the day. A brilliant plan, even if it gave
Stan a nasty turn. On Stan’s outward run
with passengers he observed the crocodile
lurking at the edge of the line below the
shed. On his return he unhooked, steamed
onto the turntable and did a double take.
Crocodile was directing an evil grin right up
at him from the pit. In the time it had taken
Stan to travel the circuit, Percy and Vern had
retrieved croc and placed him into his new
home. Sufficient to say if Stan was feeling
sleepy when he drove onto the turntable, he
snapped wide awake, very quickly!

The Perfect Gift?
Lyn Brown
BRIAN Dawes, since selling the Cola
Cafe, has become involved in the Toodyay
Miniature Rail. He has now moved on to the
next stage: owning his own engine.
Six weeks ago, Brian purchased a steam
engine, now called ‘Zambezi’ after the
mighty river back in his homeland. This is
great – for him. For me, it’s been standing
around, helping out when I can but just not
having the fun he seemed to be having.

Brian with Zambesi
So, when Brian said to me, “I have a
present for you,” I thought it may be flowers

My View
Anne Skinner
SIMON and Garfunkel’s song, “The Sounds
of Silence”, is a very thought provoking
song, which can be interpreted in two ways:
firstly, being the loneliness of life; and,
secondly, the depression that comes from that
of a voice not heard. Simon was most likely
in a dark place when he wrote it.
As I have meditated on the idea of “The
Sounds of Silence” I have warmed to the idea
of silence. The five senses are sight, hearing,
smell, taste and touch. Of all these, I would
hate to lose sight and hearing.
We have just returned from a holiday
where we intended to ‘veg-out’ and do very
little else. We succeeded in doing this with
aplomb, with the only exception of sound
(noise) being the let down.
Living where we do, silence is a special
enjoyment. It is the silence not of deafness
but of stillness – that of breezes through
our trees, the small chirps of the wrens and
finches, or the brutish exuberance of the
28s, the Corella’s, or even the all too rare
Black Cockatoo. There are also the homely
sounds of our hens as they scratch around,
or announce yet another egg has been laid.
Then, there are the silent sounds of the night
air with the occasional rustle of night-life
passing by, or the very distant goods train
going through the valley, and even the funny
sound of our dog as she dreams of an exciting
chase or snores enough to wake herself up.
All these pleasures become a homesickness
of real dimensions when sleep is broken
by the sounds of life in the raw. There are
the likes of rowdy behaviour, loud music,
sirens (police & ambulance), domestic
disagreements and hoon driving which leave
their dirty signature tyre marks for all to
witness as they stand the test of time.
Our holiday and the occasional stay
with family in the city bring home the real
importance of our life here in Toodyay, with
its peace and serenity that we enjoy so much.
I’ve even found singing and music of the
real kind here in Toodyay, as a member of
the Toodyay Community Singers, counting
it a privilege to be part of this group of likeminded people who just love to sing. While
we do that we maybe learn to reach for the
stars, live for every moment, dance like
no one is watching, and sing like no one is
listening. And, yes Trish (our fearless leader)
it’s nice to start and end together in key too.
As much as I enjoy peace and quiet,
the sound of my grandchildren laughing,
especially as they listen to their grandfather
tell stories, is a sound I would not trade
for the world. Then there are the words
whispered low, ‘I love you’ in the middle of
the night. After a long difficult day these can
never be replaced, nor forgotten as a sound
imprinted on my mind for a time when the
world’s noise pushes me to the edge.
For those of us who find they are asking
“What did you say?” and “Pardon?” or
maybe “Speak up,” a little more often than
they would admit, bite the bullet and have
your ears checked because that kind of
silence is not something to be endured –
pardon the pun – silently.
As someone who loves to sing (note I
didn’t say who sings lovely) I would hate
not to be able to hear voices in song, and
even to lose the ability to sing would be too
painful for me. Music isn’t just what we
hear on the radio; there is also “The Hills are
Alive” kind, where everything that has breath
has music and which brings harmony to our
Continued on Page 17

Continued from Page 16
lives. Psalm 19 says that God’s glory echoes
through the skies; it whispers with the dawn,
and trumpets in the setting sun, when day is
almost gone. Although they never make a
sound, God’s works His goodness tell. From
voices mute the message rings: “Praise God,
for all is well!”
While I have yet breath in me, I will sing;
while my legs allow, I will dance; and while
I still have ears to hear I will listen and try
to hear the unspoken words of silence, that
enrich my life so much.

choice. So the game has changed but it’s
still listed on the annual programme as a
Pool Competition. The good news is that it
was a close fought competition – judging
by some choice noisy exclamatory remarks
– and the new Air Hockey Champion of
Bejoording is Vicky Mathews (pictured
below). Well done! Thanks to the other
dozen or so members who tried hard to beat
her and had fun in the process, especially
Luke Cox who gallantly fought his way to
the play-off.

Toodyay Spinners
Ange Sturman
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I’m told for example that the fire shed and by a Curry and Casserole Feast. There’s
the large sheltered extension on the back of always plenty of food at these functions so
the fire shed, which we use for our functions I guarantee, if you turned up, you would
and general fellowship, was built entirely have been well fed.
by community members. Well, this month
Your monthly reminder! We meet every
our budget allowed us to invest in some Wednesday evening at the Bejoording
outdoor furniture (from that well known Community Centre which shares premises
Swedish place) and everyone got together with the local Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
with Allen keys and spanners to assemble in Bejoording Road. Come along from 6pm
every piece in one evening. This, together and leave when it suits you. It’s strictly
with activating our famous open fire-pit, ‘come as you are’ casual, kids are welcome,
has greatly enhanced our enjoyment of the and there are fun events every month. If you
facilities.
aren’t yet a member, come along, we’d love
So what’s the next big event in our to get to know you. If you want to know
programme? Well, it’s been and gone by the more you can contact President Barry Grey
time the paper comes out. On Wednesday 5 on 9574 2149, or call The Badger on 0414
June we had our quarterly meeting followed 250 484. Hope to see you soon!

Toodyay Irish Dancing

THIS month the Toodyay Spinners have
made a few interesting items.

Glynne spun up and knitted samples of
bumps brought in for the use of the spinners
so we could see how these new bumps were
likely to turn out. Rita knitted and felted
some leaves. Berenice crocheted a circular
rug in commercial yarn. Carol W spun some
pale, beige wool and plied it with pink
cotton. Ange spun and plied some black
alpaca. Audrey spun and plied some green
variegated wool from a bump (commercially
carded wool).
We also had a practice run at the Back-toback challenge. A group of us are entering
this world-wide competition. The object
is to shear a sheep, spin the wool and knit
a jumper in the fastest time. The world
record is something over 4 hours held by an
Eastern States group. Our attempt took place
on 1 June at Avalon Homestead. Toodyay
Spinners are entering to support Bowel
Cancer Research. The team consists of 1
shearer and 7 spinners/knitters. We have yet
to see how fast we can be.

Our spinning group meets every Wednesday
from 9am to noon and every second Saturday
of the month at Parker’s Cottage in the
Showgrounds. For further information on
our group please contact Ange Sturman,
Secretary, on 9574 2507, or Greta Sauta,
President, on 9574 2868. New members are
most welcome – no experience necessary.

Bejoording
Community Group
News

Once again we’ll give a plug to George,
our village butcher, whose snags should
take a prize of their own! Our sausage sizzle
was positively sizzling. In fact they sizzled
again on Sunday 5 May after a large group
of volunteers made an early start for our
annual clean-up day, enabling those who
wanted to have fun with Moondyne Joe in
Toodyay to do so at a reasonable time.
Thanks to those who came out and picked
up all the cans, bottles, plastic bags and
general rubbish along our roads (there was
even an iPhone among the more interesting
items), bringing us back to our usual
pristine state. Anecdotal evidence says that
each year there is less rubbish which means
community behaviours are improving but,
sadly, there are still thoughtless people
who think their car windows are substitute
rubbish chutes. Some rubbish was of a type
that had clearly blown off the back of utes
or from trailers so please ensure your loads
are covered or tied down as appropriate.
Here’s a picture of some willing young
helpers doing their bit on the day.

These kids prove you can have fun and work
hard at the same time! (L-R) Regan Kesic,
Monique Youssouf, Renae Kesic
This really was a tremendous team effort
and even the adults were able to make it
fun, so a big thank you to the whole cleanup gang from the Bejoording Community
Group, pictured below.

From the desk of The Badger
WAS it Shakespeare who wrote about ‘The
merry month of May’? Well whoever it was,
it’s an apt description of the Bejoording
Community Group’s May.
The month kicked off with our annual
Pool Competition and Sausage Sizzle. Once
again The Badger discovered another quirk
of country life – all is not always what it
seems, or maybe old habits just die slowly!
Apparently, the Pool Competition has been
a popular annual event but a couple of years
ago the group acquired an Air Hockey Table
and this has become the popular game of

Being an enthusiastic community group,
many of whose members get together for
a couple of hours every week, there’s a
close camaraderie, and when things have
to be done at the fire brigade shed where
we meet, people roll up their sleeves and
get it done. I wasn’t around at the time but

Alison Johnson
DANCERS recently performed at the
Moondyne Festival held in Toodyay on
Sunday 5 May. They had a wonderful time
and the weather held out well for the event.
Dancers travelled from Bolgart, Northam
and York to perform in the event, all
aged between 4 to 10 years. With such
a young group, they did a fantastic job

and did themselves proud. They have
been rehearsing weekly since February in
preparation for the event.
We were very privileged to have a good
floor to dance on, courtesy of Edith and the
team from Makit. The parents of the group
also worked hard making sure the dancers
looked good and helping to set things up.
It was a great community event and the
dancers were thrilled to perform.

Recipe Corner
Spinach Pie

Desraé Clarke
THIS delicious pie is great for a light,
summer lunch, served with a green salad,
or in winter with an array of vegetables.
Before beginning, it is necessary to let you
know that the spinach must be thoroughly
washed, several times, to free it from sand!
Trim the stalks then blanch it as the recipe
says followed by shredding it finely. This
pie is also very solid food so you may not
need the slice size that is ordinarily placed
on your plate.
Ingredients:
A bunch of English spinach, thoroughly
washed and trimmed
7 eggs
4 finely chopped bacon rashers
1 onion, finely chopped
⅓ cup sour cream
3 sheets of puff pastry
½ cup cheese
Salt and pepper (optional)
Method:
Grease a 22cm pie dish.
Sauté the onion and bacon in a small pan
until the onion appears clear.
Blanch the spinach by dropping it into
boiling water for 30 seconds or until it wilts.

Drain it then place it in cold water to allow
it to cool.
Shred the spinach and squeeze out any
extra water.
Beat the eggs with the sour cream then
add the bacon, onion and spinach.
Season as required.
Line the pie dish with 2 sheets of the puff
pastry.
Pour the egg mixture into the pie dish.
Paint the pastry edges with water. (This
helps the top pastry to stick to the bottom
pastry).
Top the pie with the third sheet of puff
pastry and press the edges together and fold
the excess pastry on to the top of the pie.
Make 2 small slits in the centre of the pie
pastry top to allow steam to escape.
Sprinkle the cheese over top.
Bake in 180°c oven for approximately 40
mins until the pastry is a golden brown.
Continue to bake the pie at 160ºC, for
approximately 20 minutes, until the centre
is cooked through. (Test that the pie mixture
is firm as the centre takes longer to cook
than the pastry).
Serve with vegetables or salad and fresh,
crusty bread.
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when and where they meet
AAFC 708 SQUADRON
Australian Air Force Cadets ages 12 ½ to 17, male and female
Building J1, Northam Army Camp Grt Eastern Hwy. Friday
6:30-9:30pm during school term. 708squ@cadetnet.gov.au

MORANGUP PLAYGROUP
Morangup Community Hall, Lot 3 Wallaby Way, Morangup.
Every Wednesday 9.30 to 11.30am (excluding public and school
holidays). Emma Whately 9572 9376, Julie Slater 9572 9914
or Chere Rothwell 9572 9298

AFRICAN DRUMMING
Thursdays (adults) 6 - 7.30pm at The Factory Baptist Church
All instruments provided. Enquiries: Heather on 9574 5463.

MORANGUP VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE BRIGADE
Meets 3rd Wednesday at 7pm Saturday mornings 8am at 3
Wallaby Way, Morangup new members welcome. Call Cheryl
Mustchin 9572 9556

ARTS TOODYAY INC
Meets 1st Tuesday 8pm, The Old Police Station, Duke St Sth.
Interested in arts/crafts workshops call Wendy 9574 4172

RAG BAGS QUILTING GROUP
1st, 3rd Wednesday, 10am CWA Hall

AUSTRALIAN BREASTFEEDING ASSOCIATION
Breastfeeding information & company of mums. 2nd & 4th
Tuesday, Salvation Army Support Centre, 3 Elizabeth Pl
Northam 10am-noon. 3rd Tuesday at Toodyay Playgroup 122pm. Call Louise for details 9574 0229
AUTUMN CLUB
Every Wednesday 1pm to 4pm Toodyay Sports Pavilion Contact
Glenyce Bosnjak 9574 4587
AVONGROVE TAI CHI
Promoting Health Fitness & Relaxation Classes at CWA Hall
Mondays & Thursdays 9:30am to 11:00am. New members
receive two free intro classes Contact Peter Millar 0408 364 917
AVON VALLEY ADULT RIDING CLUB
Meets 4th Saturday (Feb - Nov) at Northam.
Contact Tina 0499 030 177
AVON VALLEY ENVIRONMENTAL SOC.
3rd Friday at Wheatbelt Natural Resource Management
(WNRM) transportable, Dept of Agriculture and Food, York
Road, approx 500m past Cunderdin turnoff, noon.

AVON WOODTURNERS GROUP
Meet every Sunday and Wednesday 9am-12 noon Wool Pavilion
Toodyay Sports Ground
BEJOORDING VOLUNTEER FIRE BRIGADE
Meet at Bejoording Fire Shed, 3rd Saturday 5pm
CHILD HEALTH IMMUNISATION CLINIC
For the next immunisation clinic please call Sheree on 9574 4577
for details and book an appointment.
COONDLE NUNILE VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE BRIGADE
Meets 2nd Saturday from October to April, June and August, 5pm
at Coondle Fire Shed.
COUNTRY WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION (CWA)
General meeting - 4th Thursday 1.30pm C.W.A. Hall. New
Members very welcome.
CUBS, JOEYS & SCOUTS (only during school term)
Youth Hall, Showgrounds, Cubs & Joeys 4.00pm - 5.30pm
Scouts, Thursday 6pm - 8.00pm Ph: 9574 2363
EARTH SOLUTIONS - AVON VALLEY
3rd Tuesday 6pm at PB Kirby Centre, cnr Gordon & Wellington
Sts, Northam. New members welcome. Contact Caroline Barr
on 9622 8043 or Belle Moore on 9622 5203 for information.
FIRST STEPS PLAYGROUP INC - TOODYAY
MONTESSORI
Monday 9.30 - 11.30am Playgroup Room Community Resource
Centre Enquiries call Felicity 9574 4254
FITNESS AND FUN FOR THE OVER 55’s
Wednesday 9am, Sports Pavillion.
IDA’S HIDEAWAY
Every Saturday 1-4pm Butterly House Call Ida Edwards 9574
2858
JULIMAR VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE BRIGADE
Meets 3rd Saturday 5.30pm Julimar Fire Shed followed by BYO
BBQ. Training Sunday following meeting 9am Julimar Fire
Shed.

Calling All Year 5
and 6 Storytellers
IF you are in years 5 or 6 primary and
have a great story to tell, you can win your
share of up to $11,750 in the national Pilot
Pen Creative Writing Scholarship which
opens on 3 June 2013. All you need to do
is put pen to paper and handwrite a story

Toodyay Hair Studio
Monday to Friday
9am to 5pm
Saturday
9am to noon

Phone 9574 2505
120A Stirling Terrace Toodyay

ST STEPHEN’S MOTHERS’ UNION/GUILD
3rd Tuesday Anglican Hall, 2pm from March to November
SHIRE OF TOODYAY COUNCIL MEETING
3rd Thursday Council Chambers 7pm
SIMPLY MUSIC
Piano lessons for all ages Anglican Church Hall (next to Cola
Cafe), Thursday afternoons and Friday mornings. Phone Jan
0416 054 942.
SOCIAL TENNIS
Tuesday 8.30am ladies and senior men

AVON VALLEY VINTAGE VEHICLE ASSOCIATION
3rd Thursday 8pm at the old engineers quarters next to Northam
Railway Museum Fitzgerald Street Northam Ph 9622 1192

MOERLINA
Every Tuesday and Thursday Toodyay Sports Pavilion

RSL TOODYAY SUB -BRANCH
1st Saturday February, April, May, July, September (AGM) &
November at 2pm at the Bowling Club. Contact John 9574
5681

TOODYAY 4WD CLUB
Meets 3rd Saturday, for location & time call Dave Isbill 9574
4035
TOODYAY BALLET SCHOOL
Classes in Classical, Jazz & Tap held at 507 Julimar Rd,
new studio. Ages 4yrs to Adults, girls and boys 9574 4459
Saturdays 9am-30pm (except school holidays)

TOODYAY IRISH DANCING (Inc)
Fridays (except school holidays) 3.30-7pm Anglican Church
Hall call Alison 0409 295 369
TOODYAY KINDERGYM
Kindergym Fridays (except school holidays) Toodyay
Sports Pavilion call Claire Moore (President) 9574 4529
TOODYAY LIONS CLUB
1st & 3rd Tuesday Hotel Freemasons
TOODYAY MASONIC LODGE
3rd Friday (except Jan) Masonic Hall Fiennes St 7.30pm
TOODYAY MINIATURE RAILWAY (Inc)
1st and 3rd Sunday commencing Easter Sunday.
Enquiries 9574 4462
TOODYAY MEN’S SHED
Meets 6176 Toodyay Road Thursday mornings Phone Geoff
Ebdon 9574 4568
TOODYAY MOONDYNE FESTIVAL
Meets 2nd Monday 5.30pm Toodyay Club. New members
always welcome Contact Jasmin 9574 4068 or email
moondyncommittee@gmail.com
TOODYAY MUSIC CLUB INC
2nd Friday 7pm CWA Hall call Teddy or Spencer 9574 4492
TOODYAY NATURALISTS’ CLUB
Meets 3rd Saturday Venue found in the article under
‘Environmental Matters. Enq to President 6364 3609, Vice
President 9574 2578 or email info@toodyaynats.org.au.
New members and visitors are made very welcome.
TOODYAY NEIGHBOURHOOD/RURAL WATCH

Enq 9574 9555 or Desraé 6364 3609

TOODYAY PLAYGROUP
Tuesdays & Thursdays 9.30-11.30am Playgroup Hall
Community Centre contact Jane Arnold 0477 145 706

TOODYAY CENTRAL VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE
BRIGADE
4th Tuesday 7.30pm at the Toodyay Fire & Emergency Services
Centre. Training 3rd Tuesday, 3rd Sunday

TOODYAY RATEPAYERS & RESIDENTS ASSOC (INC.)
General Meetings: venues and times, please contact Chris
Ballam (Chairperson) 9594 3167 or email trrainc@gmail.
com

TOODYAY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY
INC
Meets 3rd Monday Toodyay Club, 5.30pm. Contact Contact
Phil Perkins 9574 4810

TOODYAY RED CROSS
2nd Monday February May August & November Anglican
Hall 1.30pm

TOODYAY/CLACKLINE KARATE CLUB
Wednesday 3.30-4pm, under 8, 4-5pm under 11, 5-6pm under
14, 6-7.30pm seniors. Friday 3.30-4pm Peewees, 4-5pm
juniors, 5-6pm intermediate, 6-7pm seniors at the Youth Hall

TOODYAY ROADWISE COMMITTEE
3rd Tuesday, Shire of Toodyay Works Depot, 10am. Further
details: Max Heath 9574 2069

TOODYAY COMMUNITY RADIO 105.3fm
Meets 1st Tuesday 7-ish (or as soon as the coffee is ready)
Phone 9574 4554 for this month’s venue. New members and
volunteers to help run the station welcome
THE TOODYAY COMMUNITY SINGERS INC
Meet at CWA Hall, Stirling Terr at 7pm each Thursday night
TOODYAY DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL P & C
Every 3rd Wednesday (except school holidays) School
Library 7pm
TOODYAY DISTRICTS HORSE & PONY CLUB
1st Sunday Feb-Nov Northam Equestrian Centre call Tanzi
0427 859 493
TOODYAY FRIENDS OF THE RIVER
3rd Sunday Duidgee Park (near Newcastle Bridge) 8am
October to April and 9am May to September. Enquiries
9574 2578

TOODYAY SPINNERS
Wednesdays and 2nd Saturday and the Felting subgroup on
2nd Mondays from 9am Parkers Cottage.
President: Gretta Sauta 9574 2868; Secretary: Ange Sturman
9574 2507
TOODYAY SWIMMING POOL ACTION COMM
Please contact Bethan Lloyd on 9574 5882 for details of
meetings.
TOODYAY TOWN WALKS
Walk around our beautiful town. Monday & Friday (varies).
Contact Prim on 9574 2490
TOODYAY TOY LIBRARY
Tuesday 9.30-11.30am Toodyay Community Centre next to
Toodyay Playgroup. Contact Moni Thornton 0437 655 901
TOODYAY VOLUNTEER FIRE AND RESCUE
1st Monday Fire Station 7.30pm

TOODYAY GARDEN CLUB (Inc)
1st Thursday 10am call Gale 9574 4740 or Margaret 9574
5885 for next club venue.

UNITING CHURCH
10am St Stephen’s Church, Toodyay

TOODYAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
3rd Wednesday 7pm Donegan’s Cottage

YOGA
Friday 9am, Monday 6pm Toodyay Community Resource
Centre 9574 4184

of between 250-350 words that begins with
the sentence, “The last thing I expected to
see was...”
Launched in support of the Government’s
National Literacy and Numeracy Week,
the Pilot Pen Creative Writing Scholarship
aims to encourage the use of imagination
and to foster a love of handwriting in
children.
This year’s judges are celebrity author,
Andy Griffith, and child development
expert, Sonja Walker, director of Kids First
Children’s Services.
Having written over 20 children’s books,
including the much-loved ‘Just!’ series,
Andy Griffiths is passionate about inspiring
a love of books amongst children. Andy

Graham Boston

Northam Jewellery and Repairs
102 Fitzgerald Street Northam
(Opp Red Rooster)

Phone: 9622 8037
Mob: 0438 919 932

devised this year’s story starter as a way
to prompt children’s’ imaginations to get
writing. Andy’s latest book, ‘Once Upon a
Slime’, is all about encouraging children to
write their own stories in a fun and exciting
way.
“Programmes such as the Pilot Pen
C re a t i v e Wr i t i n g S c h o l a r s h i p a r e
instrumental in fostering a love of
creative writing, handwriting and the
use of imagination amongst children –
valuable skills that children take with them
throughout their lives. Last year’s entries
were of a very high standard and I very
much look forward to reading this year’s
stories,” said Andy.
Since first launching in 2010, the Pilot
Pen Creative Writing Scholarship has
increased in popularity.
“Last year we received more than
2000 entries from children from all over
Australia. It is wonderful to see children’s
imaginations expressed on paper in such
exciting and vivid stories and I very much
look forward to reading this year’s entries,”
said Ms Sonja Walker.
Ms Walker says that children gain
significant benefits from being encouraged

to participate in creative writing which
enables them to develop problem solving
skills, the ability to think independently,
empathy, curiosity and intuition.
“Holding a pen, touching paper and
gazing out of the window for inspiration is
very different from typing on a computer
with its black and white world of spellcheck and auto-correct, that many of
our young children experience today.
Sometimes, children need to learn to rely on
their own intuition and this helps to develop
confidence and freedom of expression,”
says Ms Walker.
Research also shows that handwriting
skills in children are particularly cultivated
around the ages of eight or ten years and
this is where parents can help by spending
time with children whilst practising their
handwriting skills.
“In spite of the wonders of modern
technology, writing by hand fosters the
use of careful concentration, patience and
attention to detail. Handwriting also has a
tactile element to it which can also facilitate
the creative process,” said Ms Walker.
Entries are now open and close on 31 July
2013.
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classifieds

public notices
2J’rs
The next Casino Trip will be the 22nd July,
2013.
For more information please ring Ida
Edwards on 9574 2858.

Anniversaries
Bettina & Grant Scobie
Vicky & Brendon Watson
Rod & Shirl Banks

Annual General Meetings
St John Ambulance, Toodyay &
Districts sub centre
St John Ambulance, Toodyay & Districts sub
centre will hold its Annual General Meeting
on Tuesday 30 July 2013, 6.30pm at Rear
120c Stirling Terrace (behind Toodyay Hair
Studio and Vinnies Op Shop).
Toodyay Festivals Inc.
Moondyne Festival Committee
Toodyay Festivals Inc, Moondyne Festival
Committee invites you to our Annual General
Meeting to be held on Monday 17 June 2013
at 6.30pm at the Freemasons Hotel.
All welcome.
If you wish to be involved in organising
the Moondyne Festival, please join the
committee of dedicated volunteers.

Birthdays
Matt Murray
Michael Currell
Gaye Atkins
Keith Gill
Brendon Watson Christie Downie
Kathleen Chitty Michael Groves
Laurel Taylor
Rachel Ferguson
Brayden Taylor
Wayne Smart
Jarrad Adamson Anthony Reid
Sara Welburn
Greg Orgles
Lisa Maslin
Christine Becker
Liam McDermott Lily Menner
Ross Cullen
Doreen Higbee
Margaret Walter Meredith Neilsen
Jessica Prowse

First Aid Course
St John Ambulance is endeavouring to run
a One Day First Aid Course at Toodyay
towards the end of June, possibly around the
21st or 22nd (date to be confirmed).
Prior learning package and registration
forms from Jenny Willgoss at L J Hooker or
Valerie Cale Bolgart 9627 5248.

In Memoriam
HARRINGTON Judy
You taught me parents aren’t just the people
you come from; they’re the people you want
to be when you grow up.
It has been a long four years without you
but I can still hear your voice. We miss you
and will love you forever.
Shelley and family
xx

Quiz Night
Toodyay YouthCARE Council
(Chaplaincy)
There is to be a Quiz Night held on Saturday
27 July 2013 at 7.30pm at the Toodyay
Baptist Church, Stirling Terrace, Toodyay.
BYO drinks (non alcoholic) and nibbles.
Tables of 8 at $l0 per head.

Door prize, winning table prize, raffle
tickets etc.
All proceeds to the school Chaplaincy
Fund.
Bookings essential. Contact Vivienne
Freeman (Secretary), Toodyay YouthCARE
on 9574 4915 or email freeos@iinet.net.au.

Suicide Prevention Workshop
Fitzgerald Hotel, Northam, Thursday 20
June, 9am – 4pm
Suicide is a profound tragedy which affects
our communities especially those people we
come in contact with in our day to day lives.
As a result it is so important to learn about
the complexities of suicide and what we can
do to support someone who is at risk.
Wesley Life Force has developed quality
suicide prevention training. Our Suicide
Prevention Workshop is designed to teach
people how to identify the signs that
someone may be at risk of suicide and
appropriate action to take. Simple effective
interventions can make a real difference and
save lives. All Wesley Life Force facilitators
are accredited trainers and have completed
suicide intervention training. Many are also
accredited counsellors.
Wesley Life Force will be holding a Suicide
Prevention Workshop at Fitzgerald Hotel,
174 Fitzgerald Street, Northam on Thursday
20 of June 2013 from 9am – 4pm. Please find
attached link below for further details and
to register for this event. There is no cost to
attend the Workshop.
h t t p : / / w w w. e v e n t b r i t e . c o m . a u /
event/6703575575

Thank You
The Pearce family would like to express our
heartfelt gratitude to everyone who attended
the funeral in Toodyay of our father Vernon
Francis Pearce on Wednesday 22-5-2013.
We would especially like to thank the
venerable Peter Bourne and Thompsons
Funeral Service. We would also like to thank
Dr. Matt Archer and the staff of Northam
Hospital, Katrina Elliss, David, Fred, Lorna
and Noeline from Palliative Care, the Silver
Chain Team and our wonderful neighbours
Peter and Joan Forsyth for their care and
support. A special thank you to Dr Liz
Wysocki for thirty years of caring for our
Father.
John and Stella Pearce and Family would like
to thank all friends and staff for all your love
and support with the passing of Vern. Phone
calls, flowers, cards, visits and food.
Vern loved his time helping at the
‘Freemasons’.
‘Our General Manager’ will be sadly
missed.
Thank you to all who attended the D-day for
Toodyay Public Meeting.
Anyone who missed out on the DEC
Submission Handout or who have further
queries please email Alice at celestial-8@
hotmail.com or Rosemary at madacsi@
bigpond.com.
DEC Submission Handouts and additional
information will be available at our Stall on
Earth Mother Day, 2 June 2013 Toodyay
Football Oval from 11am to 8pm.
Alice Bernal
AALL – Avon Anti TOXIC Landfill Lobby
Event Organiser

Moondyne. Photos: Michael Sinclair-Jones

FOR SALE
Oaten Hay ( Old Season ) Round bales $75,
small square bales $5. Ph 9574 2524
Garden mulch 8x4x4 straw bales $70
pick-up, delivery extra. Ph 9572 9066
CUT price Razors (New) Gillette Mach 3
cartridges $9 for 4. Ph: 9574 4030
CASH paid for aluminium cans, steel, brass,
copper, old car bodies, etc. Lot 10 Tannin
Place, Industrial Extracts, Northam Road.
Ph 9574 2987 or 0438 412 324
GARDEN SUPPLIES Lot 10 Tannin Place
Industrial Extracts. Topsoil, Compost,
Mulch, Yellow Sand, White Sand, Metal
Dust, Sawdust. Plus Concrete Products:
Paving Slabs, Curbing, etc. Used Star
Pickets and Plough Discs. Phone Charlie or
Marion on 9574 2987 or 0438 412 324 or
0439 842 987
FIREWOOD Quality dry split Jarrah
available for pick up from Industrial Extracts,
10 Tannin Place. Phone Charlie or Marion
9574 2987 or 0438 412 324 or 0439 429 987
New Airless Wagner spray gun $50. Brick
pavers, cream and gray40sq metres. 200 red
solid bricks. $99 the lot. Ph 9574 2163
LOUNGE suite, black leather, 3 and 2 seater
in good condition. Must go. $8000ono.
Ph 0487 218 922
CARAVAN, Coromal Seka 535 (17.6")
pop top, 2002. Tandem axle, solar panel
and deep cycle battery, double island bed,
air conditioner, extra cupboards. Rollout awning with full annex and floor.
Hydraulic leg lifter, Reece hitch, storage
cover. Excellent condition. $22000ono.
Ph 0429 221 768

HOUSE / HOLIDAY RENTALS
LEEMAN: Reverse cycle air conditioning,
two bathrooms, accommodates nine people,
BBQ, microwave, TV/DVD, 100m from
beach. Ph Brian or Jeannette for information
on 9574 5087 or 0427 446 439

WANTED
SHED WANTED. I need to store my JD 9650
sts Harvester in shed until start of season
2013. Contact 0457 599 026 but preferred
by email ghills@westnet.com.au
CLEANER/Gardener for a property 15
minutes out Toodyay, possibly retired
couple. Please contact Kirsty 6380 1888 or
Kirsty@atbrine.com.au

Closing the Bin

Naomi Millett
LATELY, we have found to our concern
that we often can’t close our bin by the time
rubbish collection day comes around. And
looking at other receptacles overflowing
around town, it seems we aren’t the only
ones.
So in May, the kids and I started a push for
recycling. Here are some of our methods.
Others might know these tips or have more
to offer.
Firstly we purchased a simple, lidded
compost bin, for under $50 (it quickly got
dubbed the ‘monster’…). Into this (the kids
like to ‘feed’ it) go leftovers (except meat),
fruit and vege peels as well as dead flowers
and leaves, weeds, stale bread, and leftover/
uneaten cereals.
It just needs some soil and water added now
and again and, in time, it will produce lovely
home-made mulch to improve our garden.
There is so much packaging these days on
everything. I now save the plastic or paper
wrappers from bread and buns to reuse in
place of foil or cling wrap. The bread ties
make good pegs, too.
Paper bags, opened envelopes, junk mail
and newspapers, toilet rolls and unwanted
receipts, added to sticks picked up around
town from under gum trees, provide kindling
for the fire. Note: re collecting scrap wood/
sticks, we actually have a (free) Shire permit
to do this.
Crushed boxes from cat food and cereal,
etc. are also useful for the fire. Sure, they
might create a bit of extra ash, but so what?
In turn, the ash from the potbelly stove goes
into the ‘monster’.
Cardboard boxes of all sizes are great; the
kids and the cats have hours of fun playing
with them. Just add imagination.
We wash glass jars and store them or
donate to the op shop. We also wash juice
and milk containers and store them for craft
and keep paper towel rolls and meat trays
which are handy paint holders. Egg shells
can be crushed and used around plants to
deter snails or just put into the compost.
Plastic bags and paper towel rolls (for
use when growing seedlings) are collected
and given to the local childcare centre.
Seeds from a lot of veges can be thrown in
the garden; we have a spectacular crop of
watermelons and pumpkins coming up right
now. Potatoes that are past their use-by date
can also be grown; their vines are very pretty
in a hanging basket.
Plastic takeaway drink and yoghurt
containers can be used for storage of small
items. We also reuse plastic bottles as water
containers for the car.
These are only small changes, but I figure
at least we are trying to be more aware of the
impact that our consumerist lifestyle has on
the world. And now the bin shuts properly.

