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Toodyay’s New
Councillors

Max Heath thanked and congratulated by The Honourable Brian Ellis, Member for the Agricultural Region for his service to the community

52 Years in the Hot Seat

Jenny Blanchett
Coondle Nunile VBFB
ON a warm Friday evening in December
there was special gathering at the Coondle
Nunile Fire Shed. Not only was it the annual
Christmas party but the celebration of 52
years as a volunteer fire fighter for Max
Heath.
Max began fire fighting at the tender age
of 14 on the farm with his father but, when
he turned 17, he joined the Toodyay Fire
Brigade. As a young firey, he was a member
of the Toodyay Fire Brigade running team
and represented Toodyay in the annual Fire
Brigade competitions in Fremantle.
Max, along with Joe Broderick, Findlay
McKay, Ray Cook and a few others was a
foundation member of the Coondile Nunile

Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade which, at that
time, was a farmer response brigade. This
was well before the construction of the shed
and the inclusion of the fire vehicles that
are available today. Incidentally, the first
meetings were held at Max and his wife,
Millie’s home in Dewars Pool Rd.
Max was the initial operations officer for
the devastating Toodyay fires in December
2009 and coordinated the response through
the thick of it for the first 5-6 hours. We must
say he did an outstanding job in deploying
units to defend life and property.
Not only did Max attend the fires in 2009 but
he was also a key member for the Timberden
and Chatcup fires. Whenever there is a fire
around, you will find Max there assisting in
the leadership role of fire fighting.
Max has always been there to mentor and

support the many new members that have
come through the door at the shed. He is one
of the most respected, trustworthy, loyal and
considerate people you would find on a fire
ground.
With Max’s ability to attend these fires, it
goes without saying that he could not keep
this up for so long without the continued
support of Millie, as she is always there for
him when he returns home.
Not only does Max volunteer for the fighting
of fires, he also helps with the fundraising
and with so many other organisations within
the Shire of Toodyay. As residents we should
all be very proud to have both Max and Millie
as a part of our community.
So, in closing, we would all like to say a
very big thank you to Max for his tireless
efforts.

MR Andrew McCann and Mrs Paula
Greenway have been elected as Councillors
for the Shire of Toodyay.
An Extraordinary Election was held on 19
January 2013 to fill positions resulting from
the resignations of Councillors Wilkinson
(Central Ward) and Jackson (West Ward).
“The voter turnout of under 20% was a
little disappointing, probably as a result of
the time of the year,” said Shire CEO, Stan
Scott. “It was, however, a spirited contest
with an excellent field of candidates. I am
sure that the two successful candidates will
provide very good service to the Shire. I hope
the unsuccessful candidates will continue to
display a strong interest in civic affairs.”
Andrew McCann (109 Votes) had
a comfortable win in the Central Ward
defeating Jacob Oczkowski by 88 votes. Paula
Greenway (68 votes) won out in a tough 4 way
contest defeating Robert Millar (51), Debbie
Larkin (44) and Megan Ebdon (30).
Andrew McCann has lived in Toodyay for
10 years on a small property. He is the current
Chairperson of the Toodyay Moondyne
Festival Committee. Andrew worked in the
mining industry for 15 years and now is
retired.
Paula Greenway has lived in Toodyay for 20
years. She comes from New Zealand where
she was a nurse and she has been an Australian
Citizen for 33 years. She has had a career
in hospitality and served for four years as a
Director on the Board of the local Bendigo
Bank. Paula currently runs Earth Sculptures.
Shire President Kevin Hogg congratulated
the successful candidates. “We are facing very
busy and challenging times over the next few
years and I am sure both new councillors will
have much to contribute. I very much look
forward to working with them.”

L-R: Mark Greenway, Cr Paula Greenway,
Cr Andrew McCann and Debra McCann,
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We have 10 double
passes to give away
to the opening night of
Damian Syred’s Circus
Royale in Toodyay.
Just tell us where Damian was born and when did
he buy Circus Royale?
Email circus@circusroyale.com.au with your name
and the answers. The first ten entries will receive a
voucher via email with details on how to book.
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THANK YOU
Thank you to the volunteers who helped with the Toodyay Herald: Speedy
Cox, Paul Sutton, Wayne Clarke, Desraé Clarke, Maree Lewis, Richard Grant,
Janice Manning, Peter Ruthven, Beth Ruthven, Guido Verschoor, Sue Manning,
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Ol’ Blind Joe’s Ramblings
Stirling Hamilton
THE December council meeting saw the
candles near sputtering out as the omnibus
amendments were finally put to rest in the
midnight hour.
The most contentious changes concerning
the compulsory structure plan requirement for
subdivisions and the parking of commercial
and recreational vehicles were dropped. Also,
the painting of buildings or fences on a heritage
list or in a heritage area will only require
planning approval when a new colour is used
and the loading and unloading of vehicles in
the setback areas of businesses can continue.
The councillors and shire staff deserve
our thanks for dealing with these matters in
a conciliatory and sensible manner. They
listened to the community’s concerns and acted
on them. It’s certainly a pleasant change and
bodes well for the town’s future.
There are two reports currently before
council. The first is the Heritage Master Plan
integrating all Shire controlled heritage sites
and artefacts in both conservation and tourist
presentation. It is a well-researched document
and I recommend it to anyone interested in
Toodyay’s past and future. It is open for public
comment until 1 March.
It says that ‘in terms of heritage tourism,
the Law and Order/Convict component has
exceptional potential to be developed as a
new attraction. Toodyay is in close proximity
to Perth and has established branding through
Moondyne Joe but this is hampered by a lack of
cohesive marketing, advertising and physical
presentation. Moondyne Joe is particularly
useful as he is an established figure in
Fremantle’s convict heritage presentation and
could be the ‘hook’ of an advertising campaign
that directs tourists to Toodyay.’
It also says, ‘A Toodyay Entry Statement is
being developed and it is strongly recommended
to make all other shire information (directional
and advertising signage, maps, brochures,
websites, flyers, walks, plaques) reflect its final

Moondyne Festival
IT is only a couple of months now til the
Moondyne Festival Extravaganza.
The Moondyne Festival brings Moondyne
Joe and his various escapades back to life.
Joe and his gang will once again run riot
throughout the town of Toodyay holding up
various businesses and anyone else in their
path. You will see them cosy up with the
floozies and defy the ever present hassling
temperance ladies whilst trying to evade the
local constabulary who are intent on locking
them up and throwing away the key.
The Moondyne Festival is a wonderful
display of life during the pioneer years.
Everyone attending including stall holders,
local businesses, artists and visitors are
cordially invited to dress in period costume
for the day and truly get into the spirit of
Moondyne.
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Deadline

Issue
Tuesday 26 February

Next edition
due out on
Thursday 7 March

The Moondyne committee would like to
invite all local arts and crafts enthusiasts to
join in this annual celebration by exhibiting
and demonstrating their artistic wares.
Also, we are looking for volunteers who
could provide their services on the day for
parking, assisting stallholders and general
maintenance and enquiries.
So, come on everyone dust off the old
dress up togs and shake the mothballs from
your floozy costume. Together we can make
Moondyne Festival 2013 bigger better and
more enjoyable than ever.
Please contact Linda on 0427 087 162 or
call into the Library and see Angi for further
details.
As our Town Crier says:
Oyez, Oyez, Citizens of Toodyay,
Come One, Come All!
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style to create a unified presentation.’
Keeping that in mind, the second report
‘Entry Signs and Entry Statement’ contains
proposals developed by the 175th Anniversary
Committee. It proposes that the existing
‘Welcome to Historic Toodyay’ signs would
no longer be required and new signs saying
‘Welcome to Toodyay – Place of Plenty’ with
Shire logo, be installed.
They state that, The 175th Steering Group
was given the task of developing designs
for signs and entry statements because of a
broad base of community representation. For
boundary signage this is probably sufficient
consultation.’
Well, I wonder about that. If implemented,
the Shire logo will become the brand of
Toodyay. Indeed, designs are being prepared
now for the entry statement to be based on the
logo, which is a pleasant enough design but
conveys nothing of Toodyay’s heritage and
could belong to any new suburb. I’m aware
of the historical significance of the Aboriginal
name, Duidgee, meaning ‘place of plenty’, but
it means little to anyone visiting and those days
are long gone; there ain’t no fish in the river.
We have two things that are unique:
Toodyay Stone, a world class product and
Moondyne Joe, a nationally recognised
bushranger. I would suggest a brand more
evocative of our heritage might be, ‘Toodyay,
Home of Moondyne Joe’. I would even
advocate the use of Joe’s photo in signage,
brochures, etc. This would dovetail neatly
with some of the Heritage Master Plan’s
main recommendations. My point is that there
needs to be more discussion of this aspect
before signs are commissioned. This would
require council revisiting some issues but I
believe there are a number of funding grants
to be resolved first, allowing some time to
manoeuvre.
We should remain mindful that an entry
statement worth its salt will be around for
many generations and should become a
heritage asset itself.
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Butterly Goes High
Profile
Maree Lewis
THE Australia Day commemorations in
Toodyay saw Butterly Cottages Association
achieve the Shire’s Community Group of
the Year award.
Presentation of a certificate was made
to the Association’s president, Mr Jim
Short. This award follows the Association’s
success in November at the 2012 Regional
Achievement and Community Awards
where it won the Prime Super Community
Group of the Year Award. Treasurer, Mr Paul
Sutton, said of their latest win, that it was
gratifying and encouraging seeing the work
of a volunteer group with a history of almost
forty years, achieve such recognition. “We’re
really quite a low-profile group,” he added,
certainly not used to such acclaim.
Why then the sudden propulsion into the
spotlight? Paul explained that Toodyay
has the only committee in the whole of
Australia that consists solely of volunteers,
who fundraise, build, maintain and manage
retirement units to meet the needs of its
elderly residents. Shirley Patten, one of
the longest-serving members of Butterly,
concurs.
Shirley
emphasised
that the
Association
is special in
that it works
independently
of government
agencies and
the like, and
that it is not
a business
Shirley Patten e n t e r p r i s e
working for
profit. Rather, the Association is a group,
started in 1976, that sought to look after its
elderly residents. Some of the old folks were
finding it difficult in their own homes yet
dreaded the thought of having to leave their
home town of Toodyay for the convenience
of a retirement village. Donations of land
from residents, Mrs Butterly and Mrs Crosby,
made the possibility of retiring to a facility
in Toodyay a reality. “Mrs Butterly and Mrs
Crosby were beautiful people who could see
a need,” said Shirley.
Secretary, Jo Sutton, in her article
published in the October issue of The
Toodyay Herald, makes special mention of
the early volunteers. Such is Shirley Patten.
Shirley is very humble about her goals
back in the seventies – to provide volunteer

employment for young women bringing in
their children to the pre-school centre. To
meet this need, and in collaboration with
other generous people, the Opportunity Shop
was established, its major fundraising project
being to raise money for the newly formed
Butterly Cottages Association. She says of
both organisations that it was “our choice – to
do this (build retirement units) – rather than
approach government. With a local group,
you are caring for people yourself and not
depending on big organisations.”
Butterly Cottages Association has certainly
been thrown into the spotlight, but its goals
are unchanged and with those goals come the
need for people in the Toodyay community
to get involved.
The Committee itself is a small group when
one considers all that it does. It is part of the
elderly residents’ extended family and, where
possible, responds to their needs. It raises
funds through raffles, stalls and the like. And
it is embarking on another building project!
Much of the work for this will rely, as it
always has done, on the generosity of the
locals. You don’t have to be a committee
member to assist. You can simply let Paul
Sutton or one of the others know of your
availability to be of service. However, Paul
and Shirley are eager for The Toodyay Herald
to publicise that new members are more than
welcome.
The Butterly Cottages Association meets
every second month on the first Monday of
the month at 1pm in Butterly Cottage.

Australia Day 2013
at Duigee Park
Naomi Millett
A lovely cool morning ensured that several
hundred people turned out for the traditional
Australia Day celebrations and breakfast at
Duigee Park, an event supported by the Shire
of Toodyay.
Following a welcome by Shire President,
Kevin Hogg, councillors and volunteers
donned aprons and cooked up a hearty – and
free – feast of bacon, eggs, sausages and buns
for the hungry crowd. Abundant tea, coffee,
water, soft drinks, juice, sliced fruit and
yoghurt were also generously provided.
Free miniature railway rides, giveaways,
face painting and the popular vegemite
painting stall (run by Bel and Aunty Barb from
the op shop) kept children (and even some
adults) amused.
There was also a clever balloon twisting
artist who was kept continuously busy
conjuring up a variety of amazing insects,
animals and flowers for delighted kids.
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Recipients of Shire of Toodyay Active Citizenship Awards, Gaven Donegan (Citizen of the
Year), Samantha Salmond (Citizen of the Year - Under 25 years), Butterly Cottages (Community
Group of the Year) represented by Jim Short (President) and Tena Short (Vice President
Members of the Historical Society set up an
interesting stall with flyers and publications,
and attracted some interest from participants.
The St John Ambulance was there also, but
thankfully their services were not required this
year.
Musical entertainment was provided by
country and western hits and rousing Aussie
ballads (featuring vocals, banjo, guitar and
violin) from the Rambling Bilbies. The easygoing musos spent some time roaming through
the crowd personally serenading little groups,
Weekdays
as well as performing on the stage area.
A creative idea this year was proposed
Ph: 9574 4445
by Pam Walsh: that those present put their
handprints (and names) in orange, red, yellow,
green or black paint on a large drop cloth.
Most people participated in this and the result
was spectacular. The cloth will be put on
display at future Toodyay events such as the
Moondyne Festival.
After the national anthem was sung and the
Australian flag raised at 8.15am, Mr Hogg
delivered a speech and presented various
citizenship awards following a separate
programme as prescribed by the Australian
Citizenship Act of 2007.
It was another great day: a chance to relax,
catch up with friends and acquaintances in
ALMA BEARD COMMUNITY CENTRE
the park and perhaps reflect on how fortunate
81 STIRLING TERRACE TOODYAY
we are to live in this wonderful, safe, friendly
town that is Toodyay.

TOODYAY
PHYSIOTHERAPY
SERVICES

DEAN BUTLER
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it for legal, space or other reasons and may, after publication in the newspaper, republish it on the internet or in other media.

Thank you
ON SATURDAY 19 January an Extraordinary
Election was held for one of the Central Ward
seats in the township of Toodyay. I was
successful in winning this position.
I would like to thank the people of Toodyay
who voted for me. I will endeavour to repay
that trust by working positively with the
people of Toodyay, the Council and the
Elected Councillors.
I would also like to thank my friends who
encouraged me to stand for Council.
Lastly, but by no means least, I thank my
wife Debra who stands beside me on this
new journey.
I can be contacted by phone on 0488 477 216
or email debandandrew1@gmail.com
Thank you,
Andrew McCann
RECENTLY I HAD the opportunity to
participate in the democratic process as a
candidate for West Ward in the extraordinary
election on 19 January. The people of West
Ward had their say and firstly, I congratulate
Paula Greenway for her success in being
elected Councillor. Congratulations also to
Andrew McCann, the new Councillor for
Central Ward.
I wish to thank those people who voted for
me and also my wonderful band of helpers
who worked for weeks behind the scenes and
handed out how to vote cards on Election
Day. Together we ran a first class campaign.
It was a wonderful experience and I
enjoyed travelling to different parts of the
ward and meeting people and listening to
their ideas. Although I wasn’t elected, the
experience of standing for public office is
something I will always treasure.
Megan Ebdon
SO MUCH APPRECIATED, Morangup
Progress Association, for the beautiful job
you have done in generously restoring our
property to a safe happy condition, the better
to be enjoyed.
We are in your debt, thank you,
Bev and Pete
ON THE FRIDAY before Christmas, a fire
broke out along the verge of Coondle West
Road, possibly caused by some ignorant
person tossing a cigarette butt from a car
window.
Even though the winds were light, the fire
spread quite rapidly, even into the stubble of
our farms’ adjoining paddocks. It threatened
sheds, a stockpile of hay, and cattle in the
yards.
Fortunately for us, Coondle-Nunile Bush
Fire Brigade turned up very quickly after the
alarm was sent out and they were soon joined
by brigades from Julimar, Bejoording and
Toodyay Central. Due to the efforts of these
volunteers, no stock was lost nor property
damaged.
We would like to convey our sincere thanks
to these people. We are grateful for the time
and energy you dedicated to extinguishing
the blaze on our properties.
Alan and June Thornton,
Kerry and Maree Lewis

IN THE FIRST week of January I returned
home one afternoon to discover a terrible
smell in the kitchen.
Due to the heatwave, my fifteen (plus)year-old fridge had finally bitten the dust, and
more than $100 worth of meat had defrosted.
Fortunately, I was able to use some savings
to buy a small new fridge in Northam.
But, having no access to a trailer, I was
facing a $60 delivery fee and was told I
had to wait at least two days for the new
appliance.
I would like to say thank you to Victor of
Dumbarton for generously giving up four
hours of his time to drive over and collect
the fridge with me, then helping me lug the
thing inside and install it.
It is actions such as this that renew my faith
in the kind people of our community. Thanks
again Vic, I truly owe you one. The kettle
will be on any time you are passing by.
Naomi Millett
IN THE ROUGH weather on Wednesday
night, 28 November 2012, we had the
misfortune to have our house roof blown off
in the strong winds. It was a truly terrifying
experience.
Enormous thanks to the SES and FESA
crews, organised by Julie of Northam SES,
who came to our rescue. The volunteers
made our house safe and cheered us up with
their camaraderie. We owe them a great debt.
Lorraine and Kevin McMahon
I WISH TO convey my personal thanks to
those ladies who have provided a great deal
of kindness, friendship, understanding and
support to me, in addition to voluntarily
ensuring that the Morangup Library offered
the finest level of service over many years.
I commend their dedication.
That they are no longer able to fulfil this
role leaves open the opportunity for other
members of our township to participate
in ensuring that this valuable educational
facility will continue to be enjoyed and
appreciated.
Thank you Maureen, Wilma and Elizabeth.
Peter Kirkland
HAVE YOU NOTICED the very elegant
landscaping at Ashby on Avon in Stirling
Terrace?
The residents of Butterly Cottages in
Henry Street are delighted with the upgraded
approach to their homes and wish to
acknowledge and thank Toni and Russell
Chrimes who conceived the idea, donated
the time, equipment, their labour and all the
materials to produce a great result.
Thank you all.
Joy Cruickshank
ON 26 JANUARY, I had reason to spend
several hours in the Northam Hospital.
My treatment there was second to none.
Nurse Susan Kay and Dr Tony Boyd were
efficient, thorough and caring.
I would to thank them both for a comforting
time when I needed it most.
Elizabeth Preston
South Australia

SANDSPLUS PTY LTD
SUPPLY AND DELIVER:
SAND:
GRAVEL:

White and Yellow
Screened road base
Screened and crushed gravel
7-18mm
Oversize
BLUE METAL: Crushed rock, Blue Metal
7-20mm
FERTILISER and GRAIN DELIVERIES

Phone Mike:
Email:

0417 989 559
sandsplus1@gmail.com

A BIG THANK you to all the fireys and
neighbours who responded to the fire in
the river at our place on Saturday, Australia
Day 2013.
Patrick and Sharon Ferguson
RE THE ISSUE of recent changes to welfare
payments for single parents: Jenny Macklin
lives in a dream world.
The amount of government assistance
given to parents BEFORE they are required
to go onto Newstart is barely enough to exist
on. Though I am not yet required to be on
Newstart (my youngest child is 5), I realised
more than a year and a half ago that I would
have to find work to survive. Teaching/
tutoring from home was too sporadic and
volunteer work, though rewarding in many
ways, just does not cut it when you are living
hand to mouth, day by day.
What does Macklin mean when she says
the Government wants to help people find
work? I would love to know.
In October 2011 I made the decision to
actively seek employment – any employment.
I have three degrees and a diploma, but
was prepared to do anything, including
cleaning. I signed up with a well-known,
large employment agency only to have my
hopes raised and then dashed when I was not
even granted interviews for jobs. Not one in
fourteen months.
My CV was repeatedly lost and the
administration staff roles and positions
changed, literally, from week to week, so no
one ever remembered me or my situation or
details when I showed up to appointments.
Although the agency I am with did pay a
fee for me to join a teaching union (and
I am thankful for that), I have received
no help whatsoever from them in gaining
employment in this area. I am ‘on my own’
again.
With a sense of weary resignation, I
have gone back to sticking up flyers on
noticeboards at the local shopping centre
and in the community papers: not much
action there, but at least I am still trying to
be proactive.
Naomi Millett
GOOD NEWS ABOUT the Toodyay
Medical Centre. For all those people who
have complained in the past about waiting
time in the centre, it will not happen now.
However there is a down side. Should
you be unfortunate enough to develop
an infection in the night which requires
antibiotics, there is a nine day wait for an
appointment.
The mention of the need for more speedy
treatment brings an apology but no solution.
The suggestion of a repeat script gets a
hope that one could be provided within a
week. Remembering an earlier article in the
paper claiming that there would always be
(assuming there was a doctor in the centre)
a consult available for emergencies, the
thoughtful receptionist informed me that
emergencies only covered shortness of
breath or bleeding. She then kindly gave me
the Aboriginal Healthcare Northam’s phone
number and told me they may be able to see
me earlier.
Having been in the Centre a couple of times
recently (not visiting a doctor), I realise why,
when I do keep my appointment in February,
I may very well be the only other person in
the waiting room. No waiting time!
On a much more positive note –
congratulations and thanks to Jeff Nicholas
for giving thirty years of loyal service to the
people of Toodyay. Jeff is always willing
to give advice to his customers and offers
helpful suggestions on medical problems.
Thank you Jeff.
Veronica Dymond

Councillors with Commonsense
FOLLOWING THE RECENT election of
two new councillors, I am looking forward
to a year where councillors put commonsense
back where it belongs: in the Council. I
would hope that the Shire Councillors
now work together to make OUR TOWN
something special.
Councillors, perhaps you could, within
your busy schedules, find time to make
yourselves available to people outside your
immediate circle of friends. How about a
coffee in town, and time to talk to anyone
that comes along? We really don’t bite!
Many of our townsfolk have good
imaginations and ideas that would bring
this town to life. Townsfolk, put these ideas
to paper and forward them to the Shire. If you
don’t speak up, then you won’t be heard!
Maybe we could start, with the Shire’s
assistance, to design, plan, and construct an
Entry Statement that reflects an image of this
town and its historical significance.
My idea is for an area at the beginning
of Stirling Terrace, with a convex wall of
Toodyay Stone 3m high by 6m. Within
the wall, an image of Moondyne Joe using
different coloured stone; above, ‘Welcome
to Toodyay’ and underneath, ‘Moondyne
Country’.
Solar power lighting could be used to
light it. Plant the area around the wall with
native shrubs to show our commitment to
preserving the ecology.
This would tie in the Historical section
of our town and the unique stone found in
Toodyay with the historic road that convicts
took to work here.
Be proud of OUR TOWN!
Fred Fellowes
I WAS INTERESTED to read B Frayne’s
report on Toodyay Historical Society in The
Toodyay Herald, July 2012.
My grandfather, William George, who
misbehaved in England and as a carpenter
was sent to Australia arriving on the
Belgravia in the 1800’s.
His first job was to drive the mail coach
between Gingin and Newcastle (which
then went on to York). His stopover at
Newcastle, where he stayed and the horses
were rested, and the road they travelled on,
were unknown.
It is recorded that he built and ran the first
store in Gingin.
Colin George
HANDS UP THOSE who’ve had a gutful
of my bleating about the treachery which
has split the Coondle/Nunile shed and
community. Yeah, OK.
Summary and perhaps last word: At the
last shed meeting we were told if we weren’t
prepared to physically fight fires, we weren’t
welcome at the shed. This was directed at
those who have been active members for
15 - 20 years. Auxiliary members at other
sheds should be asking questions.
There was also mention of ‘non-factual’
letters to the Herald. I wonder how the
Herald staff feel about that?
Finally, for now, thanks to our CEO and
staff for the prompt removal of the hazard
adjacent to our property, ignored by the
people responsible for over a year.
John Henderson
Anyone who believes the Herald has
printed ‘non-factual’ letters has the
right to respond and put their side of the
argument in future editions of the paper.
The Toodyay Herald takes care not to
print a letter that could be construed as
defamatory but does not necessarily verify
the veracity of contributions.
Ed

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
Service and Community Morning Tea

Toodyay Community Centre
Friday March 1ST at 10am
ALL WELCOME

Damian Syred’s
Circus Royale

Toodyay 12 and 13 February

WHILE his high school classmates were
preparing to start their college careers at places
like Murdoch University, Curtin or UWA,
Damian Syred was busy planning his circus.
Syred, a Toodyay native, dreamed of
becoming a classic circus owner. It’s a goal
he achieved in 2007 and one he’ll continue to
realise when the Big Top comes to Toodyay
for two shows on 12 and 13 February.
“It’s like going to work and playing for twoand-a-half hours,” Syred, 31, said in a phone
interview last week from Esperance where the
Circus Royale was located for the Australia
Day long weekend.

“I love the travel,” he said. “We travel by
road – there are 60-plus people that travel in
my circus plus horses, baby camels, llamas,
and dogs. It’s just great the stuff that you get
to see out your truck window as you travel
Australia.”
What Toodyay locals will get to see when
the Circus Royale pulls into Town Oval is
what Syred says is “my best circus yet.”
The show includes all new acts for 2013.
There is a world-class, high-wire motor bike
act featuring John Fossett from the famous
UK circus family, some fabulous acrobatics
from the Miller Duo who make high speed
spinning and staying upright on fast moving

roller skates look ridiculously easy while
the colourful Mexican Family Reyes give
traditional slapstick a modern make-over and
have great fun with the audience.
From the genteel display of ponies, llamas
and dogs to the thrilling fast juggling, this
show will have your kids sitting openmouthed in wonder.
And, at its very heart, will stand former
Toodyay dreamer, now the new custodian of
Circus Royale, ringmaster supreme, Toodyay
born circus owner, Damian Syred.
“Growing up, I did all the things kids do.
I tried to have a cool haircut and wear cool
clothes,” he said. “As ringmaster I get to
seriously dress up; I love that. No less than
20 costume changes per show.”

1st Inaugural
Toodyay Theatre
Group Awards Night
Kristee Jolly

Although he’s a first-generation circus
owner, Syred grew up a dreamer. As a toddler,
he loved watching circus shows on television
and frequently playacted being a circus star.
Damian’s parents and grandparents and
several other Syred family members all lived
locally. Dad, Murray played football in the
local league.
After selling hot dogs and show bags during
school holiday stints at circus shows visiting
Perth, Damian set about teaching himself
some serious money management skills via
a short career at BankWest. Investments in
the share market and paid work-experience
in touring shows in New Zealand led to him
buying the established Circus Royale in 2007.
“I made a pretty good chunk of change as
a student selling show bags,” said Syred, “so

AS the sun set over Toodyay on Saturday 1
December 2012, the red carpet was rolled
out at the Toodyay Memorial Hall for a night
of glitz and glamour with the stars at the
1st Annual Toodyay Theatre Group Awards
Night. As the paparazzi perched ready to
steal the best shot of the night with the most
exclusive stars, the guests began to roll in to
celebrate the year that was 2012.
As the stars paraded down the red carpet,
occasionally posing for the paparazzi, the
ever-present reporter to the stars would ask,
“Are you expecting to take home an award

TENT on Town Oval

Feb 12-7pm, Feb 13-6pm

2 Big Shows Toodyay
Tues Feb 12 at 7pm
Wed Feb 13 at 6pm

I knew there was serious money in owning
a large circus. My grandparents Natalie and
Peter Syred are local Toodyay farmers and I
was always playing circus with their animals
as a kid.” Damian loved everything circus
from his first smell of the sawdust and grease
paint.
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announced. Best Dressed Male and Female
were awarded to Graham ‘Bozzy’ Boston and
Kristee Jolly. Bozzy was dressed to impress
with a self-made take on Phantom of The
Opera, complete with the black and red velvet
cape and distinguished mask. Kristee wore a
stunning indigo gown made specifically for
her by local designer, Jane Simonetti, with a
low back and beautiful crystal beadwork on
the bust of the dress.

Renee Ward and Hannah Welburn
tonight?” and “Who dressed you tonight?”
After a few cheeky responses, the most
popular designer of the night was “Me” –
proving to be the designer of the moment,
dressing basically all of the stars!
After the red carpet, guests were welcomed
into the cocktail lounge for hors d’oeuvres,
champagne, socialising and some light
musical entertainment. After some final
shots from the paparazzi, guests were seated
amongst the privacy of the beautiful black,
red and silver décor for the welcoming by
the Toodyay Theatre Group President, Dave
Mitchell, and the presentation of the first
award – Male and Female Best Dressed.
The Awards Night brought out some of the
most stylish stars in Toodyay and boy, did
the judges have a tough decision to make.
Sexy black gowns were the major trend, with
multiple stars working the look – but they
weren’t the only stars who stole the show!
Blues, pinks and purples were flaunted by
the ladies and sleek black suits sported by
the men. And then, of course, there was Vicki
Haggarty’s left leg. Don’t act like you didn’t
notice it; who could take their eyes off it,
really? Only Vicki could rock the red carpet
and pull of a fierce stance like that.
As the crowd hushed, a light drum roll was
heard as the first award for the night was

Female and Male Best Dressed: Kristee Jolly
and Graham Boston
As the night progressed, the president took
to the stage to thank the contributions made to
Theatre Group throughout the year; committee
members, directors, producers, writers, stage
hands and, of course, the actors. This led into
the first official award of the evening: the Out
of Shell Award. This award was presented to
a young actress, Gemma Lucas, who excelled
throughout the year, slowly but surely making
a name for herself on the stage. Our tip is that
Gemma will be one to watch in the upcoming
years! Gemma gracefully received her award

Wayne and Vicki Haggarty
and thanked her fellow actors for their
continuous and encouraging support over the
year and, of course, she thanked her Mum.
The second award was the Rising Star
Award. This award was to be presented to a
Theatre Group member under the age of 25
Continued on Page 5
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the opportunity to vote for their favourite
Continued from Page 5
who had a promising future in acting ahead actor of the night, resulting in the votes for
of them. As the nominees waited nervously, this award. After a short pause, Jessie Ward
the announcement was made that Kristee Jolly was announced as the People’s Choice winner.
was the Rising Star for 2012. As Kristee took As Jessie elegantly made her way to the stage
to the stage wearing a sparkling grin, she took in her simply gorgeous black gown, she held
a moment to thank all those involved in the back tears of joy as the announcer boasted
Jessie’s achievements for the year. When
making her acceptance speech, Jessie was
overwhelmed with joy and thanked everyone,
including her family who were with her on
the night, for sharing in this moment with
her. Jessie has some incredible talent and no
doubt will be furthering her acting career to
bigger and better things. Watch out for her in
the AACTA Awards!
The following award was a prestigious
award, the Toodyay Theatre Group Member of
the Year Award, which was chosen by a select
few Theatre Group Committee Members
Award Winners: L-R Tanya, Kristee, Dave, and Life Members. It was to be awarded to
Gemma, Jess & Jessie a selfless individual who dedicated their own
Theatre Group and proudly announced that time to make the Theatre Group as best as it
could possibly be. Jessica Shilcock was the
she looked forward to the year ahead.
Now, the most anticipated awards of the proud winner for 2012, proving her acting,
night. The first of these was the Actor’s design and marketing, directing, mentoring
Choice - Best Actor Award. This award had and producing skills were appreciated by
been voted for by all Theatre Group members many. As she tearfully thanked the audience
after every performance throughout the year, for the award, she stood with class in a black
who they thought had been the most valuable and red cocktail number and the audience
actor. The nominees were announced but clapped loudly in approval.
The final award for the evening was a
only one could take the award home, and that
was Tanya Stuart! Tanya modestly accepted special, unlisted award that came as much
her award and thanked the Theatre Group for as a surprise to the audience as it did to the
welcoming her so warmly. Did we mention recipient. Dave Mitchell was awarded the
Aussie Battler Award for his continuous and
she look gorgeous in her sky blue gown?
The second of these awards was the People’s tireless contribution to the Theatre Group,
Choice - Best Actor Award, an award highly despite his current health battles. Dave is a
regarded amongst the crowd. After every well-respected leader and mentor for many
performance, audience members were given in the group and as his acceptance speech

surprise performance of the Time Warp from
the cast of The Rocky Horror Picture Show.
After the feet were hurting too much and there
was a little too much alcohol consumed, it was
time to call it a night. And what a night it was.
The Toodyay Theatre Group is proud to
announce that this will become an annual
event and will quite happily welcome any fans
and followers to join them in celebrating the
achievements of the Theatre Group.
Gemma Lucas, Lia Bannister & Rebecca
Vandepeear
concluded, all rose for a standing ovation in
appreciation for his efforts.
Before the formalities for the evening
concluded, Vicki and Kristee took to the stage
to pay tribute to previous members of the
Theatre Group who have unfortunately passed
and have had their final curtain. As Vicki sang
Charlie Chaplin’s Smile to a slideshow of
photos, Kristee respectfully announced the
names of those who we had been lucky enough
to call Theatre Group members.
Breaking up the formalities was a divine
3-course meal prepared by local Chef, Jill
Preston. Some stars were even caught licking
their plates! Entertainment wise, guests
were treated to an ensemble of pre-recorded
performances. These performances included
hilarious comedy skits, musical numbers
from Grease and a few guest performances
from Dolly Parton and Vick the Trick! And,
after a few technical difficulties, guests were
delighted to view a comical compilation of
Theatre Group actors dancing (or trying to)
their best rendition of ‘Gangnam Style’.
Before the evening came to close, the dance
floor was opened up and guests enjoyed a

Toodyay
Community
Resource Centre
WE are back and ready to go, all rejuvenated
after Christmas and New Year. We have a
number of interesting and exciting activities
coming up so please feel free to contact us
and register your interest.
Free BBQ
15 February 6pm – 8pm
Duidgee Park
WE have come to the end of the ‘Cooking
for Life Program’ sponsored by Healthways
and, in order to go out with a bang, there is
a free, yes that’s right, free BBQ at Duidgee
Park. There’ll be information on detecting
skin cancer, entertainment and no cooking
for the family that night cause it’s all done.
Please bring along some chairs and your
drinks and respect that this is a alcohol-free
event. Come and join us should be great fun.
Price Increases
We would just like to let everyone know
that some of our prices have increased. We
apologise for any inconvenience but costs
have beaten us and we need to stay viable
Don’t forget that becoming a member
entitles you to a 10% discount on computer
use and many of our services, which can be
a great saving.
ComputerTraining – Introduction to
Computers
Monday 18 February, Monday 25 February
and Monday 11 March 10am – 12pm
$60pp for the three days of training
WE are running this training on Mondays
over three weeks to enable us to go into
more depth. If you feel you have very little
knowledge of computers, then this is the
course for you.
Concrete Garden Mushrooms
4 – 11 February 10am – 12.30pm
$4pp
WE will be making Concrete Garden
Mushrooms, an opportunity to decorate your
garden with your own handiwork. Please
bring along a mould such as an old bowl.
Mosaic Garden Pots
18 – 25 February 10am – 12.30pm
$4pp plus any materials used
ANOTHER decorative item is Mosaic on
Garden Pots. Please bring your own pot and
any tiles or suitable crockery.
3C’s
Tuesdays 9.30am – 12pm
$3pp
If you would like to attend any of these
events, please book on 9574 5357 or call
in and see Alison or Megan at the Toodyay
Community Resource Centre (TCRC) 79
Stirling Tce or email toodyay@crc.net.au.
Open Monday to Friday 9am – 4.30pm
(closed 12.30pm – 1pm).

Energy Balancing
Meditation
With the Tibetan & Crystal Singing Bowls
One hour of Bliss each Wednesday!!!
When: Every Wednesday @ 7pm-8pm
Where: Sacred Valley Eco- Retreat Toodyay
Cost: $15 a class or book a block @ a discount.
First session is FREE!!
Phone Miranda on 9574 4493
or
Karl on 0418 608 320

Jan’s Craft Creations
Sewing
Mending / Alterations
Dry cleaning agent
Locally made clothing and crafts

Operating from home
Ph 0438 373 861
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Recipe Corner

Little Rascals

Bel’s Polish Chutney

Desraé Clarke
THIS is another of Bel’s tasty accompaniments
to summer eating of cold meats and salads.
With the crops of tomatoes that will be
with us soon, this is an ideal time to make
this, predominantly, tomato chutney. And,
of course, summer tomatoes are so much
tastier that those helped along during the
winter months.
The Polish Chutney does take time to
make. The vegetables are prepared to be
left to soak overnight for the chutney to be
completed the following day; however, the
finished product is worth the work!
Ingredients:
3 kg ripe tomatoes, (skin them by dropping
them into boiling water)
4 medium onions, peeled and finely chopped
3 large green capsicums, chopped
2 rounded tablespoons cooking salt
750ml bottle of good white vinegar
3 cups sugar
1 tablespoon curry powder
¼ cup dry mustard
½ cup cornflour
A really large bowl
A large soup pot
Method:
Dice the peeled tomatoes and place in the
large bowl together with the finely chopped
onions and the chopped capsicums.
Sprinkle the salt over the chopped
vegetables, cover and leave overnight.

NEXT DAY
There will be a lot of
liquid in the bowl with
the vegetables which
must be removed. I use
a colander and put small
amounts (2 to 3 cups) of
vegetables in at a time
to allow the moisture to
seep away through the
colander holes; return
that drained vegetable
to the large soup pot.
Continue to do this until
all the liquid is strained
from the vegetables.
Add the sugar to the
tomato mixture.
Add enough vinegar to just cover the
vegetables.
Put the curry powder and mustard into a
small bowl, add some vinegar and mix until
the curry powder and mustard are smooth
and well blended then add it to the tomato
mixture.
Bring the mixture to the boil then simmer
(gently bubble) until the vegetables are well
cooked. Do not cover the soup pot as the
liquid must evaporate. If you have too much
liquid the chutney will be ‘runny’.
Mix the cornflour with a cup of vinegar
and very slowly add it, a little at a time, to
the tomato mixture stirring all the while.

THE atmosphere was electric with all the
boys and girls anticipating the arrival of the
big man in red. Then, all of a sudden, bells
began ringing – not Santa’s but the sirens of
the Toodyay Fire Engines.
The children ran to the fence to see what the
sirens would bring and out of his seat jumped
Santa Claus. The annual Christmas party for
Little Rascals Child Care had begun.

Family and friends mingled, getting to
know each other and enjoying the ambience
and excitement Christmas brings. There
were face painting and a sausage sizzle
enjoyed by all. Thanks to Jay Tucker for
the excellent cooking skills. Naomi Millett
played background music and completed
the wonderful night. Thanks also to LeaAnne MacGregor, Spencer James, and the
Toodyay Fire and Rescue for their extra
special contributions.

NB
If the vinegar/cornflour is added too quickly
or not continuously stirred, lumps will
form which will spoil the appearance of the
chutney and the lumps taste gooey.
Cook gently for a further 10 minutes.
Pour into sterilised jars while the mixture
is still hot.
Apply Fowlers Vacola Transparent
Preserve Covers, as per instructions, or jar
lids boiled for several minutes.
TO STERILISE JARS:
Place the jars, without a lid, in a hot oven
for several minutes or, alternatively, place 2
teaspoons of water in each jar and microwave
on ‘High’ for one minute.
Tip the water from the jars and handle with
care as the jars will be extremely hot.
ENJOY!

Throughout the summer period, children
enjoy both educational and fun activities
including water slides. If you are interested
in providing your child with something
different and you would like a break, please
contact Coral at Little Rascals Child Care on
9574 2922.

Avon Wood Turners

Max J Heath
WELL, here we are, well into the New
Year again.
We have been a bit quiet at the Wool
Pavilion at the moment as we went
into recess from 19 December until 20
January.
Before then we made about 27 bowls for
Northam Share and Care with Woolies of
Northam kindly donating some sweeties
to go in them.. Everybody at turning
contributed to this and, seeing it was
Andrea’s idea, Northam was the recipient
last year. This turned out to be a very
worthwhile project and I am sure it will
be done again this year.
We have recently purchased another
second-hand Woodfast lathe so we now
have seven lathes for people to use on
turning days. Most days these are all in
use although, if you join, we will make
sure that you get a turn.
We have sold a couple of cheap lathes
just recently and that gives us more room
at the shed.
There were a lot of potpourri bowls made
for Christmas presents last year, some
of which went to England so it will be
interesting to see what the next big thing
will be.
We had our monthly meeting on 27
January and there was a lot of discussion
as to the functions that we would attend
etc in the coming year. It was decided we
would once again do demonstrations at
The Boulevard in Northam, Moondyne
Festival, Toodyay, York Show and
Toodyay Show. If permission is granted,
we will run a raffle at each of these events.
It was then discussed what the prizes
would be and who would turn them. We
think you will like the one selected for
the Toodyay Show but will let you know
later what it is. It was also decided that
we would invite Swan Woodturners up for
another visit and also do a return visit to
them on one of their woodturning days.
Well that’s about all from the Pavilion
for now. Please remember to come
along and have a look at what we do and
join us for a chat and maybe a coffee if
you’re there at the right time. If you want
some further information please contact
Andrew McCann on 0488 477 216.

New Management

February Specials

Ph 9574 5351
0417 099 981
0429 328 819

All our products are free of preservatives and all carcase meat comes with a sworn declaration

It’s BBQ and Cold Meat and Salad Time

Top Quality
Mince
5kg

for

Sides of Genuine
Hogget or Mutton
from $49.50

y
onl
$

29.95

the lot
only
$

4.95 kg

helf
Full
Top S
Porterhouse
$
19.95
kg
Steak
NOT $29.95 BUT

Cooked Meats
K
O
Naturally Processed
O
L
Sugar cured
We now supply
$16.95 kg
do it yourself products:
Silverside
Boning & steak knives
Pressed Beef $16.95 kg
Siding Knives
Sausage meals
Sausage skins
g
$ 16.95 k
Roast Lamb
Marinades
Sewing pins & needles
& Beef
etc etc etc

also available
Rabbits
Goats

Lamb
Pork

Beef & Pork
$16.95 kg
Brawn

Pets corner

Pet mince $2.95 kg Marrow bones $3 ea
Mixed bones free

Our motto: Continuity of service, quality and freshness @ competitive prices
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Leighton with competition organisers
L-R: Wendy Camenzuli, Kristee Jolly, Leighton Frank,
Sgt Geoff Dickson & Tim Martin

THE TOODYAY HERALD February 2013 Page 9.

emergency services
St John Ambulance
Toodyay & Districts Sub
Centre

Kerry Fletcher
HAPPY New Year!
Thankfully, the festive season was
relatively quiet so our crew was able to enjoy
a bit of a break. January has been quite a bit
busier; thanks to crew members who have
done extra jobs to help cover thus far.
If you would like to know more about being
a Volunteer Ambulance Officer (VAO) or
would just like to help out in another way
please contact Kerry at the office on 9574
2390, Monday – Thursday. You are welcome
to come down to the Sub Centre and have a
look in on our VAO monthly skills nights,
held the second Tuesday of the month. Skills
nights will recommence on 12 February at
7pm. All members are encouraged to come
along and be updated on new practices or just
revise the basics. These skills maintenance
nights are in addition to VAO refresher
courses, professional development seminars
and specialist equipment training, all of
which help our officers keep their skills as
up-to-date as possible.
Thank you to everyone who purchased
tickets in our Christmas raffles.
Congratulations to Tanzie Carpenter who
was the winner of our Toodyay Hamper, and
also to Heather Jones, Cathy Tree, “Spike”
and Aiden Jones who won prizes in the
Bolgart raffle.
First Aid courses will be starting up again
in February, first one scheduled as a flexible
learning course on Saturday 23 February at
the Toodyay & Districts Sub Centre. If you
would like to participate in this or future
courses, please contact Jenny Willgoss
on 0417 993 008. To participate in the
February course, you will need to register
with Jenny as soon as possible to allow time
for the pre-learning package to be collected.
Forthcoming courses will be advertised in
this and the Public Notices sections of the
Herald as well as on the IGA Notice Board.
Check your First Aid certificate to see when
yours runs out. Groups and companies are
welcome to enquire about a course to suit
your needs.
If you don’t already have local Ambulance
Benefit Fund membership or aren’t sure

of your level of cover with your private
health cover provider, we urge you to make
enquiries. If you don’t have adequate private
health cover, local Ambulance Benefit Fund
membership will only cost you $47 for a
single or $77 for a family. This membership
ensures you are fully covered for any
ambulance transport costs and is a very small
price to pay when the minimum ambulance
call-out fee in our area is $364. And local
memberships help support our service in
Toodyay and Districts! Feel free to phone
or visit the sub centre for more information.

Toodyay Central
Volunteer Bush Fire
Brigade
Samantha Doust
THE volunteers at the Toodyay Central
Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade hope that
the residents of Toodyay had an enjoyable
and safe festive season. As you know, over
the Christmas/New Year period Toodyay
experienced extremely hot weather.
However, despite this, the Brigade was only
required to attend several fire emergencies
during this period.
Central conducted ‘Introduction to Fire
Fighting’ training sessions on 14 and 18
November 2012 for new members; new
volunteers from surrounding bush fire
brigades were also invited to attend. These
were productive training sessions and
brought a good attendance. A ‘Bush Fire
Firefighting Course’ will also be conducted
at Central on Saturday 16 February 2013 for
new members.  
Prior to Christmas Central took possession
of a new fire truck, a 1.4, and a training
session was held on 16 and 20 January 2013
to familiarise volunteers with the layout of
this vehicle.
The volunteers enjoyed a festive Christmas
together on 8 December 2012 at a nominated
restaurant in Northam and it gave members
(new and old) and their families the
opportunity to socialise and have a good
time.
Until next time stay safe and be fire ready!

Coondle Nunile
Volunteer Bush Fire
Brigade
Colin Blanchett
HERE we go for 2013. We hope that
everybody had a good Christmas and the
New Year’s festivities went well.
On 14 December the brigade had its annual
Christmas party and there was a great turnout
of members and their children and a good
time was had by all. The children and some
adults who shall remain nameless had a great
time belting the piñata x 2. After all, what is
Christmas without the kids? Unfortunately
we could not convince Santa to come to the
party but we had the next best thing: MAX.
With celebrations in hand we also had a
special time to commemorate the 52 years
that Max Heath has put into fighting fires.
There was a special presentation and speech
by the Honourable Brian Ellis, Member
for the Agricultural Region, and extra
presentations were also given on behalf of
the brigade for the many years Max has put
into our brigade. So, all in all, everyone had
a fantastic time celebrating what turned out
to be quite a late night. Special thanks to Jay
Wakka and Rob Frank who cooked our roast
dinner and, of course, all the other people
who helped get the evening going including
decorating the shed and tables.
With the recent weather the season so far
has been kind to us with few fires. Even
with the few call outs we’ve had over the
Christmas period, we had more than full
crews turn out mid-week. This in itself shows
that the Coondle Nunile brigade is going
strong. A big welcome too to both of our new
members, Kevin and Deb Bowen. We now
have two crews of five members and two
crews of six members which means that we
only have to step up one weekend per month.
The training has been going well with a
good turnout each Sunday after our general
meeting and, even after 52 years of chasing
fire and smoke, Max Heath still turns up for
training to pass on his skills and to brush up

on the equipment on the vehicles.
Recently, at the Australia Day celebrations
in Dugee park the Coondle Brigade
members were out in force to support one
of our Lieutenants, Samantha Salmond, who
received an Under 25 citizenship award.
Special congratulations to Sam for that.
The coming events are our next general
meeting is on Saturday 16 February followed
by training on the following Sunday at a time
to be advised.
Call in on a Friday night from 5pm while
the crews do their vehicle checks and meet
some of the members in your area.

Julimar Volunteer
Bush Fire Brigade
Alison Wroth
WE had an excellent attendance at our recent
January meeting with 24 members, old and
new, attending. Many things were discussed,
including the wonderful job that the Brigade
members are doing with their support of the
Toodyay Tidy Towns and their Adopt-A-Spot
initiative. Our piece of Julimar Road is the
cleanest in the area and congratulations must
go to every member who assists. Well done
Bettina in particular for promoting the cause
to the Brigade.
One can’t help but be aware of the severity
of the fires over East. A donation is to be
made to the Eastern States fire collection.
This is definitely worthwhile as, at the
moment, all those community members who
have suffered in some way due to those tragic
fires deserve any form of support we can give
them.
Noting that the Shire of Toodyay has not
carried on with the ‘Freedom of Entry’,
recognising all the volunteers in all the
Emergency Services, the Julimar Brigade
will contact the Shire with the backing of
The Toodyay Herald as they are happy and
more than willing to support and promote
the event with some free advertising.
Continued on Page 10
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Hopefully, we will get a positive response
Featured member: Margot
from the Shire regarding this issue as this is
a wonderful time for the community to show
Watkins - artist, sculptor,
their appreciation to the personnel and family
painter
of our local emergency services.
Our new samples and varieties of t-shirt,
windcheaters, pants, etc were all available
to have a look at last Friday so that we
can choose the styles we would like as a
Brigade ‘uniform’. The order will be placed
sometime in February, so make sure that you
have written your order on the list! Do not
delay!
Brian has really endeavoured to promote
‘Back to Basics’ at Training, involving Chain
of Command, Basic Theory, Basic Pump
Operations and Incident Structure. The new
time for training is 9am-11am which we
will be taking up from February. We are all
hoping that more fire fighters can make the
effort to attend training and hope that the
preferred time will be enough motivation
to rock up. We can only benefit through
attending, by gaining knowledge and going
over procedures and skills.
Friday nights have been attracting an
excellent number of members and everyone
is gaining through meeting new people and
interaction. The chook raffle seemed to be
an issue at one stage, but that seems to be Clive Eger
resolved! As Julimar morale is important
both on and off the fire ground, it is good to A VISIT to Margot Watkins’ studio on the edge
see how laughter and ‘sharing the love’ is of Toodyay is like entering a wonderland of
still present in the Brigade. Let’s all keep it creativity. Paintings and drawings of all types
going people! If all members’ keep their eyes crowd the walls and sculptures of different
open for little jobs that need doing without shapes and sizes cover every available surface.
relying on the same ‘regulars’, it will make The diversity of her creations is astounding
it easier on everyone.
and a short conversation makes it clear that her
Our thanks must go to Iris for her big mind is bubbling with ideas for new projects.
‘Australia Day’ supper of Pavlova and meat
Born in Southern Cross, Margot grew up on
pies. Fantastic! The responsibility is on her father’s farm outside Toodyay and later
everyone to fill in the roster for the Friday went to boarding school in Perth and graduated
night suppers; don’t think that ‘someone’ has from UWA. Travels in Europe convinced her
always covered it. CHECK to make sure.
that creative art could be a viable career and,
With the temperatures still high and the fire on her return to Perth, she enrolled in art school
season only half way through, please keep at Claremont School of Art and ECU. Since
vigil and stay proactive.
graduation she has participated in many solo
See you at the Fireshed from 5pm every and group exhibitions in and around Perth.
Friday evening, for an informal gathering Returning to Toodyay in 1995, she now lives
of brigade members and friends. Friday in her father’s 1850s’ cottage and works in a
nights are especially beneficial for any extra bright, spacious mud-walled studio that she
skills training or if you are not sure about built for herself nearby.
something. The responsibility is on you, the
“It was very hard work and took more than a
member, to ASK and your questions will be year to build.” she said, showing me the hand
answered! One last thing – buy your chook operated mixer with which she produced the
early to be in the running!
mud for the walls. But she is obviously very

Arts Toodyay

BYO chairs and drinks
Please Respect that this
is a Non Alcohol & Non
Smoking event

Free

BBQ
Info on Cancers
Miniature Railway Rides
Calendar
Giveaways
Sun Screen samples

proud of the results.
It is an understatement to say that Margot’s
work is diverse. Sculptures in various sizes and
forms are made from materials that include
ceramics, wood, found objects, weathered
timber, recycled wire and metal. Margot coyly
admits that the municipal tip and farm sheds
are treasure troves of raw materials to stimulate
her imagination. And the results are delightful
and whimsical creations that sometimes hint
at their origins but always give them new life
and meaning. Chatting with her, it becomes
clear that she has a deep understanding of the
theoretical side of art but, looking around the
studio, one can see that she is not inhibited by
the more academic side of fine art theory.
“I love colour” says Margot, “and I love
all materials for their colours and textures;
anything that has a potential to be used in an
artwork”.
Some of her current projects include brightly
coloured fabric creations, sculptures and
paintings and music seems to be a theme that
runs through many of them, very often with
her typical sense of fun and whimsy.
And her accomplishments are not limited
to studio based artworks. She has designed
stage sets, painted murals, illustrated books
of poetry and prose and has even been
commissioned to paint a church door. She has
conducted art summer schools in WA prisons,
curated art exhibitions and completed many
commissioned works. She has won numerous
art awards and prizes for her sculptures,
drawings and paintings and her works are
represented in many collections in Australia
and overseas.
Margot has a website with photographs of
many of her paintings and sculptural works and
it’s well worth a visit: www.margotwatkins.
com. Toodyay has a great asset in this prolific
but modest artist. Look out for her next
exhibition and you will see what I mean.
Arts Toodyay Inc. is a group of arts
enthusiasts from the Toodyay area who
meet to share their expertise and promote
their work in the Toodyay area. Members
have diverse interests ranging from painting,
creative textiles, jewellery and contemporary
embroidery to creative writing, pottery,
printmaking and sculpture. New members are
very welcome.
Contact Clive on 0401 966 153 or
drumree99@gmail.com or just come along
to the monthly meeting held at the Old Police
Station in Duke Street at 8pm on the first
Tuesday of each month.

Toodyay
Agricultural Society
Pam Jackson
Committee Member
WE are on the lookout for new committee
members. Come along to the AGM on
Monday 11 February, 7.30pm at the Youth
Hall in the Showgrounds and nominate for
the committee. Younger people, people with
PR and computer experience, people who
are willing to give some time to ensure that
the Annual Toodyay Show continues to be
a successful day would be most welcome
to join.
The committee meets once per month on
a Monday night.
Also at the AGM is a proposed change
to the constitution. Details can be seen
under ‘Public Notices’ in this edition of The
Toodyay Herald.
Show Day is Saturday 12 October 2013 –
not too early to put the date on your calendar
now.
2013 Show Ball: The Toodyay Agricultural
Society Inc will be holding a Spring Ball
on Saturday 31 August 2013 in Toodyay.
Further details to be advised.

Toodyay
Community Singers
Margaret O’Sullivan
HAVE you ever dreamed of being on
Australia’s Got Talent, pictured yourself
standing on the stage in a crowded hall singing
to the millions, felt that you were another
Susan Boyle waiting to be discovered?
We can’t promise any of those things will
happen.
We can promise you will have great
camaraderie, spend some great times with
like-minded people, step out of your comfort
zone, learn some new and remember some
old tunes and just enjoy the joy of combined
voices making a great sound (most times –
well sometimes!)
Why not come along on Thursday nights at
7pm in the CWA hall and try something new
this year? Go on, I dare you!

P: 08 9574 5357

BBQ

The Finale of the
‘Cooking For Life’
program

FEBRUARY 15TH
6PM-8PM
HELD AT DUIDGEE PARK
Sponsors
Toodyay Men's Shed
Cancer Council Western Australia
Toodyay Miniature Railway

Toodyay Miniature
Railway
June Eastwood
BLUE Len, green Percy and carriages were
wheeled out early on Australia Day for the
annual Shire sponsored free rides.
There was a steady stream of passengers but
one young girl who had at first happily stepped
into a carriage, dissolved into noisy tears – she
did not want to go. Pat enthused on what fun it
would be and eventually the train was able to
leave the station with its not entirely convinced
small passenger. Noting the little lass had come
back smiling, Pat asked cheerily “Did you see
all the kangaroos?” A pause and yet another
avalanche of tears. “I only saw one,” was the
bawling reply. Well we try, but you can’t win
‘em all!
Fans of Benny, our Guard dog, were
dismayed to hear two dogs being walked along
the street tried to set upon Benny who was
tied to a post outside a café. A quick thinking
patron stepped in so that Benny was more
frightened than hurt. After a couple of days
milking sympathy, Benny bounced back to his
affectionate self. However, soon after, a small
visitor managed to paint a type of blue and pink
dye to Benny’s head. The blue washed out but
the pink remains stubbornly pink. So no one
need worry it is a battle scar and Micaile hopes
his boy dog’s pink fur hurries up and grows out.
Electricity has at last been connected to
the new Loco shed and the mezzanine is up,
sealed and safety chains in place. Track work
continues as weather permits and restoration
of the Katanning carriages is about to begin.
Graham continues with his tree planting
programme and he and Vern patrol constantly
in their bid to eradicate weed infestations. This
is a task made harder by constant storm rains
earlier on.
The railway will begin its official programme
for 2013 on Easter Saturday

Toodyay Music Club
Jenny Edgecombe
A VARIETY concert every month, with a lot of
friendship and laughter along the way! Don’t
take my word for it, come along and hear it for
yourself. You can play or sing in the sing-along
sessions, present some items or simply listen
and enjoy as audience.
We had folk, country and a lot of laughs in
December. It was a packed night with items
around the theme of ‘Weights and Measures’
and some Christmas sing-alongs thrown into
the mix. Individual Christmas items included
the Australian classic, ‘The Silver Stars Are in
the Sky’ and that haunting all-time favourite,
‘Little Drummer Boy’.
Some highlights of the night – Peter’s
‘Sixteen Tons’ with Leila’s double bass
thumping out fantastic backing for this great
folk favourite, Eileen accompanying herself
very capably on the ukulele for ‘Three Steps
to Heaven’ and Jeanette’s moving Isla Grant
song. There were plenty of songs to raise a
smile and a good laugh – Maurice’s rockin’
‘Sixty Minute Man’, Peter and Moya’s
appealing duet, ‘Bushel and a Peck’, Jenny’s
‘Inches, Feet, Miles’ with its surprise twist at
the end and Jan’s poetry reading, ‘Twas the
Month After Christmas’. Spencer’s rendition
of ‘Give Me 40 Acres (to turn this rig around)’

was very amusing and Joe entertained us with
the whimsical, ‘Not Many Fish in the Harbour
Today’.
Naomi gave an entertaining account of guitar
string traumas before presenting her stirring
Spanish guitar pieces and I must also mention
the delight of Kay and Jan’s voices weaving in
and out for ‘Inchworm’ and an old Irish Rovers
song.
Club members have enjoyed providing
musical entertainment for a number of holiday
season functions recently, including the Beth
Avon Christmas Party and the fledgling Gum
Leaf Music Competition at the Shire’s Duidgee
Park Australia Day celebration – next year we
hope to have more than one person who can
demonstrate this art!
Don’t forget the theme night in February –
‘Family and Friends’ – try to base some of your
items around these ideas. We seem to have had
a great many ‘theme’ nights lately, but we’ll be
back to holding them 3 monthly after this one!
The next Meeting will be at 7pm on Friday
8t February
Any style of singing or instrumental
performance is welcome so long as it is
acoustic. For further Information, call Teddy
or Spencer on 9574 4492.

Toodyay
Community Bus
Di Roberts
Secretary
WELCOME to the Toodyay Community Bus
column of February 2013.
How life changes quickly. We have, in the
past few weeks, shared Christmas and New
Year, and 2013 is upon us with a will to give our
community a great year with new adventures
and experiences to all the folks of the shire.
The past weeks have been very quiet for the
bus and this we understand; there have been
many exciting adventures for the people of
Toodyay and their families.
Now we look towards another year with
thoughts of how we can share with others
throughout the community and make a better
world for them, not only for the seniors and
disabled people but all the people in our town.
Interesting news that has come to us
anecdotally was the ‘Heritage Master Plan’.
This has been looked at very carefully,
considering that it also included the tourism of
Toodyay and how to bring forth new ideas and
opportunities to encourage people to our town.
Upon reading this plan, it became very obvious
that many of the businesses of the town and
other operators who meet with visitors shared
their views that Toodyay needed more signage,
especially on the entry to the townsite, and that
not enough was being done to encourage people
from the city to our fair town.
What is the answer, and where do we get
these answers?
Our bus will take as many people as are able
to visit and share within the shire, but we need
YOU, our community to bring forward new
ideas and suggestions that can keep our town
alive. Yes we do have events throughout the
year, but they are not the culmination of the
tourism we need here.
May I be so bold and ask the Shire Council
to now take stock of where we are at? We are
about one hour from Midland and there are
only two features describing events in Toodyay
along the way, one just out of Gidgegannup and
another before Toodyay.

LEYLAND

ENGINEERING SERVICES
MOBILE WORKSHOP - WE COME TO YOU
We specialise in:

- Fabrication & Welding Repairs
- Maintenance & Servicing
- Hydraulic Repairs
- General Machining
- 15 years experience heavy industry

Phone Steve Leyland

0400 378 930 A/H : 9574 4286
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What about a ‘fluorescent’ sign or, if you
want to depict Moondyne Joe, a statue of him
welcoming those who wish to visit and one
that attracts those visiting. Put another at the
Information Centre just before the town and
another along Bindi Bindi Road before the Maxine J Walker
cemetery, inviting people, and sharing with CWA reporter
them the opportunity of being involved in this
historic town.
AS our planning meeting for this year was only
Our bus is itching to get going again this year, recently held, this report will be a short one.
and we need all the community including the Our plans for this year will be printed in the
Shire to be part of getting Toodyay going again. March Herald.
We are grateful for the support that the Shire
Apart from the heat, we all hope that readers
does provide and we are now very proud to have enjoyed their Christmas and New Year
be allowed to put the Shire logo, supplied by breaks and parents are all looking forward to
Grove-Wesley, on the bus. The bus will wear the start of the school year.
this with pride; thanks to all concerned.
The Cemetery Gazebo has now been
But now is the time for us to all think about assembled with much more work still needing
where we are and where we are going during to be done on the surrounds; this should be
this year. Our lives change from day to day, underway over the next few months.
week to week and so on. We want to be part
If you would like to be a part of our branch
of YOU, we need YOU, and we hope that you this year, do come along. The Country
need US.
Women’s Association is open to all age groups
Before I close off the column for the month, and we welcome all visitors.
it was with great pride that our bus was
Numbers to call if you would like to speak
nominated for the Active Citizenship Award with members are President 9574 4871,
Nominations for a community group or event Secretary 9574 2923 or any member would be
on Australia Day.
pleased to help.
It was indeed a pleasure to be part of
Our first branch meeting for 2013 will on
the Australia Day Awards and Citizenship 28 February at 1.30pm; this will be our AGM
Ceremony at Duidgee Park on 26 January. followed by our first regular monthly meeting.
There were many families enjoying the
Entry to hall is through our back door, off
opportunity of sharing what they believed Charcoal Lane.
in our ‘Australia’. To see the joy of people
receiving new citizenships was so enlightening.
It is wonderful to know that they believe in this
country, and its ethics.
To the awards: our bus was not the recipient Ange Sturman
this year, but we congratulate Butterly Cottages Secretary
for their award and for their continuing work to
make a better place for all our seniors. We are TOODYAY Spinners restarted on 9 January
proud to be associated with you all, and hope after a brief Christmas and New Year break.
that in the near future our bus will share with
We are very grateful to the Shire for doing
you for 2013.
some much some needed maintenance to
So dear folks, the month of January is gone Parkers’ Cottage
and February is upon us, so we say:
The share table has held a few interesting
“February when the days of summer seem items over December/January: Glynne spun a
endless and no wistful recollection can bring skein of tan Merino and Judy a skein of Merino
back any air of winter.” (with apologies to and silk in green and turquoise; Val knitted
Shirley Jackson!)
a shawl in commercial Merino and Alpaca
wool; Margaret Rankin made a hand puppet
(Lamb Chop) from commercial wool; Margaret
Grassic knitted a lacey blue top; Lois knitted a
lovely shawl in brown hand-spun wool.
Our spinning group meets every Wednesday
from 9am to 12 noon, and every second
Saturday of the month at Parker’s Cottage in the
Showgrounds. We also have a Felting Group
John Adams
that meets every second Monday of the month
Secretary/Treasurer
from 9am to lunchtime at the same location.
For further information please contact Ange
TO BEGIN the New Year it is our pleasure to
congratulate Lia Bannister for being selected Sturman, Secretary, on 9574 2507 or Gretta
to undertake the Sandakan scholarship Sauta, President, on 9574 2868. For felting
tour of Borneo. We also wish to thank and group enquiries please contact Jan Manning on
congratulate the other applicants from the 9574 5619. New members are most welcome
Toodyay District High School for the high – no experience necessary.
standard of their presentations. We look
Graham Boston
forward to Lia’s reports of her experiences
of the tour.
We wish to take the opportunity to thank our
Northam Jewellery and Repairs
sponsors who provide most of the funding to
make it all happen: The Toodyay Op Shop,
102 Fitzgerald Street Northam
Toodyay Lion’s Club, Dr M McGuinness,
Toodyay Districts Community Bank and
(Opp Red Rooster)
the Shire of Toodyay. We are also supported
Phone: 9622 8037
by Judi Moylan M.P and Grant Woodhams
Mob: 0438 919 932
M.L.A. Thanks also go to Toodyay Districts
High School for their help and support.

Country Women’s
Association

Toodyay Spinners

RSL Toodyay
Sub Branch

HICAPS
available
for instant
private health
insurance
claims

7 Henry Street West

(behind the Old Newcastle Hospital)

Dr Ryan Lamp

BSc (chiro) B Chiro, Chiropractor

Servicing Toodyay and Rivervale
Telephone 9574 2493
rlamp@rivervalechiro.com.au
www.rivervalechiro.com.au

PE & SM FERGUSON

BULLDOZING CONTRACTOR
Owner Operator

* Dam Construction
* Fence Lines
* Contour Banks
* Ripping

Phone Patrick

9574 4402
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9 service awards
in 5 years...
always striving
to do better

Sales & finance enquiries all hours call 9208 1110 or email sales@redinkhomes.com.au
House &
& Land/Stay
Land/Stay &
& Rebuild
Rebuild email
email houseandland@redinkhomes.com.au
houseandland@redinkhomes.com.au
House

AdCapital 1985TH010213

Display Homes open Saturday & Sunday 1-5pm, Monday & Wednesday 2-5pm

Metro and Regional Display Centres

PERTH DISPLAY HOMES

PERTH 18 Sangiorgio Court Osborne Park, WA, 6017
Ph: 9208 1111 Fax: 9208 1112 Sales: 9208 1110

The Southern - Callosa Crescent, Alkimos
The Atlantic - Topsail Loop, Shorehaven Estate, Alkimos
The Hamlin - Magenta Crescent, Baldivis NOW OPEN
The Coral - Newmarket Parade, Butler
The Caribbean - Woolly Rd, Banksia Grove, Carramar
The Tasman - St Leonards Blvd, Caversham HIA WINNER / MBA 2012 FINALIST
The Baltic - Colorino Ave, Brookleigh Estate, Caversham MBA 2012 WINNER
The Pacific - Adlington Pass, Lexia Estate, Ellenbrook
The Beaufort - Greenlink Blvd, Harrisdale Green Estate, Harrisdale NEW
The Hudson - Babylon Bend, Landsdale
The Caspian - Jasper Way, Lakelands, Mandurah
The Victoria - Dealey Elbow, Newhaven Estate, Piara Waters NEW
The Geneva - Michigan Turn, Bletchley Park, Southern River

Tasman MKII - Baron Turn, Austin Lakes, South Yunderup NEW
The Biscay - Bruny Meander, Honeywood Estate, Wandi
The Adriatic - Ditton Corner, Wellard

SOUTH WEST DISPLAY HOMES

MID WEST Second Floor, Suite 1 Champion House 87 Marine Terrace
Geraldton WA 6530 Ph: 9920 8900 Fax: 9920 8901 Sales: 9920 8999

The Hudson SW - Denebola Drive, Treendale Estate, Australind NEW
The Panama - Nougat Cres, Provence Estate, Busselton NEW
The Pacific - Lot 3085 Colonna Street, Dalyellup NEW
The Mediterranean - Millbridge Blvd, Millbridge Estate, Eaton HIA WINNER
The Tasman - Crellin Place, Margaret River NEW

SOUTH WEST First Floor, Suite 40 Marlston Boardwalk
23 - 25 Casuarina Drive Bunbury WA 6230 Ph: 9721 1500 Fax: 9791 1411
Bunbury Sales: 9791 1174 Busselton Sales: 9751 1326
Margaret River: 135 Bussell Highway Margaret River WA 6285
Retail Centre: 9758 8282 Margaret River Sales: 9758 7717

MID WEST DISPLAY HOME - HIA AWARD WINNER

redinkhomes.com.au

The Moresby - Railway St (off NW Coastal Hwy) Bluff Point GOLD KEY WINNER 2011

Toodyay Historical
Society
Beth Frayne
Event Co-ordinator
HAPPY New Year to all!
The Society had its usual stall and raffle at the
Christmas Street Party on 7 December. Many
people stopped to chat or were bailed up by
Desraé to buy raffle tickets, so we had a very
successful result. Congratulations to the two
local winners. Thank you to all our helpers.
The evening’s weather and amusements were
delightful, even from a lower wheelchair level
point of view!
Another pleasant evening was held outside
on the verandah and in the garden of Donegan’s
Cottage for our end of year BBQ on 15
December. Special guest, Cr. John Prater, in
his role as Chair of the now-disbanded 175th
Anniversary Committee, presented THS with
two copies of the Reflections book, which
chronicles the 175th Anniversary events of
2011. John also gave fulsome praise to our
Secretary, Desraé Clarke, for her amazing
work as the 175th Anniversary Secretary.

Programme will be issued to members as soon
as we have agreed on its content. Our first
event will probably be somewhere cool on
Sunday, 24 February. We can also give a hint
that the special guest at our 14 April AGM will
be historian and former Toodayite, Dr. Nonja
Peters, who will talk about migration to the
Avon Valley. More on this event later.
For Clean Up Australia Day on Sunday, 3
March, THS will be participating with other
like-minded organisations in a Toodyay Tidy
Towns clean up event along the Avon River,
between the town bridges. More info to come.
Watch out for posters around town.
As we always get a good number of visitors
to our headquarters in the Showgrounds, we
have decided to update our Cottage display
and also produce a proper little leaflet on the
history of the Donegan’s Cottage.
Our next general meeting will be held
on Wednesday, 20 February 2013, 7pm, at
Donegan’s Cottage.
For information about any matter related
to the Toodyay Historical Society or how we
may assist you or your group, please contact
the Secretary, Desraé Clarke, via email,
desrae@westnet.com.au, or phone 6364 3609,
President, Peter Robinson on 0417 957 378 or
committee member Beth Frayne on 9574 5971.
Our headquarters are at Donegan’s Cottage
(within the Showground complex), which is
open to the public every Thursday from 1pm
til 3pm. Membership is $10 and our postal
address is PO Box 32, Toodyay WA 6566.

2009 Toodyay Bushfire Project
Robyn Taylor
Project Consultant

THS members at Australia Day breakfast,
with Award winner and THS member
Gaven Donegan. Photo: Beth Frayne
Congratulations to Gaven Donegan (a THS
member), Samantha Salmond and the Butterly
Cottages Association for being the worthy
winners of Toodyay’s Active Citizenship
Awards at the Australia Day ceremonies this
year. Congratulations to all those nominated
as you are all wonderful Tooyayites! THS had
a small display about Australia Days in the
past, and a good number of members attended.
Some even attempted to play gum leaves and
throw gumboots! Others left their mark on
the white sheet in various gay colours (thank

THE project has been progressing steadily
since my last report. A range of documents
relating to the recovery process have been
recorded and in some cases downloaded with
permission from the organisations involved.
I have received great photos (on CDs and
thumb drives) taken in the recovery centres
such as Memorial Hall (aka Hall Mart) and the
pavilions, such as the ‘Hardly Normal’, and
fantastic shots of the wildflowers that bloomed
in the fire zone.
The first of the recorded interviews has
now started, proving there is a wealth of
information and anecdotes out there that need
to be captured. Newspaper articles are now
being indexed. This gathering of information,
including photos of precious mementoes, will
continue for another couple of months, so if
you have anything to offer please contact me
on 9574 2578, or email: rdtaylor@iinet.net.au.
All documents will be copied and returned
and contributors will be acknowledged.

Technology Advance
for Newcastle Gaol
Museum
you to Pamela Walsh for supervising this great
idea). And thank you to the Shire Councillors
and staff for a very enjoyable morning.
By the time you read this, our Planning
Day will be over, so a very big thank you to
Colin who hosted the afternoon. The 2013
ROADSIDE
ASSISTANCE
CONTRACTOR

Call 13 11 11

FREE UNDER
BONNET CHECKS

Stan Scott
Chief Executive Officer
SHIRE President, Cr Kevin Hogg, announced
recently that, from 1 February 2013, the Shire
of Toodyay will have use of Quick Response
(QR) Codes at the Newcastle Gaol Museum
to enhance the tourism experience.
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A QR Code is a two-dimensional barcode
Tourism Inc. “This technology will enrich the
that can be scanned by any Smartphone.
tourism potential for Toodyay and the Avon
Valley region, and the Museum Curator and
the Shire of Toodyay are to be commended
for their initiative.”
QR codes are not the only technology
employed at the Newcastle Gaol Museum. The
original text display in the ‘Native Cell’ has
been replaced by an audiovisual presentation.
With full support of the Ballardong Noongar
people, a video recording of indigenous
actor, Heath Bergerson, depicts the sights,
sounds and emotions of imprisonment at the
gaol in the 1880s. This historic monologue
QR Codes are attached to individual display
is projected on the wooden walls of the cell,
items. “It is very easy,” Cr Hogg said. “You
showing an indigenous prisoner as he may
download and install a free App and you
have appeared in the colonial period and
have instant access to a whole array of extra
is based upon aural histories of indigenous
information.”
prisoners at the Fremantle prison and police
Shire of Toodyay staff, Moss Wilson and
record books from the Newcastle Gaol itself.
Kristee Jolly, have developed and designed
“Hearing the presentation for the first time is
thirteen reference landing pages, which will
a very moving experience,” Cr Hogg said. “I
appear in response to scanning the QR Codes.
recommend it to anyone who would like an
Codes are located on different displays
appreciation of our shared history”.
throughout the museum. Each code will
These two technological enhancements
reveal more information, including pictures
mark another step in the ongoing improvement
and videos, about a moment in history of the
of the Shire’s museums and the development
gaol, a significant person, an artefact or an
of heritage tourism.
event. Visitors using the codes can also access
For additional information on these
a virtual guest book, leaving comments and
upgrades, contact the Museum Heritage
feedback with a click of a button.
Officer, Moss Wilson, on (08) 9574 2258 or
The coding system will allow visitors to
via email at records@toodyay.wa. gov.au.
learn more about Toodyay’s heritage by
unlocking additional information in the form
of text, photograph, illustration or film, all in
the palm of their hand.
“The implementation of QR Code
technology at the Newcastle Gaol Museum
is pioneering a new and unique experience
for visitors, which provides opportunity to
interact electronically with the exhibits,”
states Wendy Williams, Chairperson of Avon

Toodyay Heritage Custodian Claims
State’s Top Architecture Award

ACCLAIMED Architect and planner, Ian
Hocking, who has been central in the
preservation and cataloguing of Toodyay’s
historic buildings’ environment was, on 28
November, bestowed with the Architects
Board of Western Australia annual Board
Award for outstanding contribution to the
architectural profession.
This award represents the highest recognition
from the architectural profession in the state.
Mr Hocking, who has substantial expertise
in heritage architecture, overseeing the
process of assessing and compiling a register
of Toodyay’s historic landmarks, has a strong
commitment to retention of the region’s
highly regarded built environment.
“I’m delighted to receive this award
which recognises my contribution to the
architectural profession and taking steps to
ensure we effectively manage our significant
heritage across the State,” he said. “Toodyay
is one of the earliest and richest places in
Western Australia from a heritage perspective
and I was delighted to be able to contribute
to ensure that significance is recognised and
retained.”
More broadly across the State, Mr Hocking
has devoted a major part of his life to
considered advancements of Perth’s built
environment. He has provided advisory and
architectural services in the retention of the

TOODYAY AUTO CENTRE
YOUR 1 STOP SHOP

All Mechanical Repairs - New and Old
Plus Log Book Servicing

FREE TYRE FITTING
BATTERIES FREE
DELIVERY 5km RADIUS
FROM TOWN

MOBILE 0418 949 898

Registered repairer
MRB 513

LOG BOOK servicing
TYRES 4 x 4 - passenger - trailer - Motorcycle
BATTERIES large range
AUTO GAS conversions and repairs
IMMOBILISERS installation
FUEL SYSTEMS servicing
ELECTRICAL starters, alternators
AUTO PARTS full range of Ryco ﬁlters
HONEST ADVICE
27 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Avon Valley Supplier of

EXHAUSTS FOR ALL
MAKES AND MODELS

PHONE 9574 2335

character and heritage of some of the States
historic buildings including Perth Town Hall,
St Georges Cathedral and Hackett Hall, which
housed the State Reference Library.
In addition to his role in the heritage
field he has been instrumental in advising
on projects as diverse as our capital city’s
major infrastructure projects such the Perth
Waterfront, City Link and the refurbishment
of Hay Street.
Mr Hocking heads a Subiaco-based
architecture and planning firm which has
received more than a dozen awards for
architectural excellence over the years.
The award was presented by the Chairman
of the Architects Board of Western Australia,
Mr Bruce Callow, who said that Ian Hocking
was a clear choice for this year’s Board Award
Mr Callow said, “Ian Hocking is a very
worthy recipient of the State’s highest
architecture accolade. He has made major
contributions to the architectural profession
throughout his esteemed career. In particular,
his work in heritage architecture in WA,
nationally and internationally is exceptional.
“His commitment to advancing the
professional development of the next
generation of architects is also highly
admirable, having been involved in education
through lecturing in architecture and
planning.”

See Russell, Brenton or Brook
Email tjauto@bigpond.com

TIRES
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Local Historian
Creates Database of
Research

HAVING grown up in Toodyay and been
educated there, I have these school photos
and, at the ripe old age of 70, some names
escape me. Can anyone name the children in
the photos? I would be grateful.
My great-grandfather (Abraham JAMES
expiree) built James Cottage in 1885 and
my grandfather (Tom James) and my father
(Wowser James) and his brothers were
blacksmiths in Toodyay. The house next
to the Tavern was where my grandad and
family lived and worked. I also lived at those
premises until I was 6 years of age. There
was a big old blacksmith shop down the back
and I clearly remember my father sending me
to get a spoonful of dripping from my mother
for him to slide the shoeing nails into while
he shod the horse. The horses kicked him and
he shouted and I am still terrified of horses
today.
I am an historian now, the author of
14 books on WA History. I worked with
Rica Erickson on the infant Bicentennial
Dictionaries and consequently I have
thousands of records which are incredible.
They are sought after by historians and
genealogists alike.
I am putting the 40 years of my research
into one database which will be available
free to the world if it wants it. It covers
the whole of the Avon Valley and contains
approximately 40,000 death, birth and
marriage certificates, 17,500 scans of the
Northam Advertiser and all the obituaries
from the Eastern Districts Chronicle. The
Toodyay Herald is yet to be done. Also
included are 7,500 photographs.
I am not sure where I am putting the
finished database but I am sure that people
who are in the photos would love to see them
again if they don’t have copies.
I would also like to ask old time Toodyay
families if they could send me copies of any
photo of Toodyay, including other school
photos.
Jan James
Anyone able to help Jan can contact her
via email janjames1@westnet.com.au or
phone 9622 3704.
Ed
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Little Rascals
CHILDCARE

1.

TOODYAY School (c.1934) Allan Beardman 2nd row 3rd
from right

2.

The class of 1956 J Bushell 2nd from right back row

3.

Another class ‘39

4.

The class of 58 J Bushell holding sign

5.

TOODYAY School (c.1930) Allan Beardman front 2nd from
right

2 SETTLERS RIDGE
TOODYAY 6566
PHONE/FAX 9574 2922
0-12 YEARS BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL

Are you willing to risk
Royalties for Regions?
Don’t risk it… use your vote to secure Royalties for Regions
More than a billion dollars is being returned to regional
communities each year through The Nationals’ Royalties for
Regions initiative.
The Liberal and Labor parties cannot be trusted to deliver for
regional WA. They had 60 years to do so, but instead focused
spending in Perth. They said Royalties for Regions couldn’t work,
but we delivered.

0427 684 596

Brendon Grylls MLA

Shane Love

Leader of The Nationals WA

Candidate for Moore

shane.love@nationalswa.com

www.shanelove.com.au
@ShaneLove_Moore
Authorised by Shane Love, 2166 Watheroo Road Badgingarra WA 6521.

Only The Nationals can guarantee the future of Royalties
for Regions.
You have seen the benefits, to make sure it continues vote 1
for The Nationals candidate for Moore, Shane Love and your
Nationals team in the Upper House.
For more information, visit www.shanelove.com.au

facebook.com/ShaneLoveMoore

Vote 1 Shane LOVE
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when and where they meet
AAFC 708 SQUADRON
Australian Air Force Cadets ages 12 ½ to 17, male and female
Building J1, Northam Army Camp Grt Eastern Hwy. Friday
6:30-9:30pm during school term. 708squ@cadetnet.gov.au
AFRICAN DRUMMING
Thursdays (adults) 6 - 7.30pm at The Factory Baptist Church
All instruments provided. Enquiries: Heather on 9574 5463.
ARTS TOODYAY INC
Meets 1st Tuesday 8pm, The Old Police Station, Duke St Sth.
Interested in arts/crafts workshops call Wendy 9574 4172
AUSTRALIAN BREASTFEEDING ASSOCIATION
Breastfeeding information & company of mums. 2nd & 4th
Tuesday, Salvation Army Support Centre, 3 Elizabeth Pl
Northam 10am-noon. 3rd Tuesday at Toodyay Playgroup 122pm. Call Louise for details 9574 0229
AUTUMN CLUB
Every Wednesday 1pm to 4pm Toodyay Sports Pavilion Contact
Glenyce Bosnjak 9574 4587
AVONGROVE TAI CHI
Promoting Health Fitness & Relaxation Classes at CWA Hall
Mondays & Thursdays 9:30am to 11:00am. New members
receive two free intro classes Contact Peter Millar 0408 364 917
AVON VALLEY ADULT RIDING CLUB
Meets 4th Saturday (Feb - Nov) at Toodyay Race Course.
Contact Sandra 9574 4429
AVON VALLEY ENVIRONMENTAL SOC.
3rd Friday at Max Trenorden’s Office, Entrance Northam
Boulevard Fitzgerald Street Northam, noon.
AVON VALLEY VINTAGE VEHICLE ASSOCIATION
3rd Thursday 8pm at the old engineers quarters next to Northam
Railway Museum Fitzgerald Street Northam Ph 9622 1192
AVON WOODTURNERS GROUP
Meet every Sunday and Wednesday 9am-12 noon Wool Pavilion
Toodyay Sports Ground
BEJOORDING VOLUNTEER FIRE BRIGADE
Meet at Bejoording Fire Shed, 3rd Saturday 5pm
CHILD HEALTH IMMUNISATION CLINIC
For the next immunisation clinic please call Sheree on 9574 4577
for details and book an appointment.
COONDLE NUNILE VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE
BRIGADE
Meets 2nd Saturday from October to April, June and August, 5pm
at Coondle Fire Shed.
COUNTRY WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION (CWA)
General meeting - 4th Thursday 1.30pm C.W.A. Hall. New
Members very welcome.
CUBS, JOEYS & SCOUTS (only during school term)
Youth Hall, Showgrounds, Cubs & Joeys 4.00pm - 5.30pm
Scouts, Thursday 6pm - 8.00pm Ph: 9574 2363
EARTH SOLUTIONS - AVON VALLEY
3rd Tuesday 6pm at PB Kirby Centre, cnr Gordon & Wellington
Sts, Northam. New members welcome. Contact Caroline Barr
on 9622 8043 or Belle Moore on 9622 5203 for information.
FIRST STEPS PLAYGROUP INC - TOODYAY
MONTESSORI
Monday 9.30 - 11.30am Playgroup Room Community Resource
Centre Enquiries call Felicity 9574 4254

MOERLINA
Every Tuesday and Thursday Toodyay Sports Pavilion
MORANGUP PLAYGROUP
Morangup Community Hall, Lot 3 Wallaby Way, Morangup.
Every Wednesday 9.30 to 11.30am (excluding public and school
holidays). Emma Whately 9572 9376, Julie Slater 9572 9914
or Chere Rothwell 9572 9298
MORANGUP VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE BRIGADE
Meets 3rd Wednesday at 7pm Saturday mornings 8am at 3
Wallaby Way, Morangup new members welcome. Call Cheryl
Mustchin 9572 9556
RAG BAGS QUILTING GROUP
1st, 3rd Wednesday, 10am CWA Hall
RSL TOODYAY SUB -BRANCH
1st Saturday February, April, May, July, September (AGM) &
November at 2pm at the Bowling Club. Contact John 9574
5681
ST STEPHEN’S MOTHERS’ UNION/GUILD
3rd Tuesday Anglican Hall, 2pm from March to November
SHIRE OF TOODYAY COUNCIL MEETING
3rd Thursday Council Chambers 7pm
SILVER CHAIN AUXILIARY
Meetings 2nd Tuesday 10am at Toodyay Community Resource
Centre
SIMPLY MUSIC
Piano lessons for all ages Anglican Church Hall (next to Cola
Cafe), Thursday afternoons and Friday mornings. Phone Jan
0416 054 942.
SOCIAL TENNIS
Tuesday 8.30am ladies and senior men
TOODYAY 4WD CLUB
Meets 3rd Saturday, for location & time call Dave Isbill 9574
4035
TOODYAY BALLET SCHOOL
Classes in Classical, Jazz & Tap held at 507 Julimar Rd,
new studio. Ages 4yrs to Adults, girls and boys 9574 4459
Saturdays 9am-30pm (except school holidays)
TOODYAY CENTRAL VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE
BRIGADE
4th Tuesday 7.30pm at the Toodyay Fire & Emergency Services
Centre. Training 3rd Tuesday, 3rd Sunday
TOODYAY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY
INC
Meets 3rd Monday Toodyay Club, 5.30pm. Contact Contact
Phil Perkins 9574 4810
TOODYAY/CLACKLINE KARATE CLUB
Wednesday 3.30-4pm, under 8, 4-5pm under 11, 5-6pm under
14, 6-7.30pm seniors. Friday 3.30-4pm Peewees, 4-5pm
juniors, 5-6pm intermediate, 6-7pm seniors at the Youth Hall
TOODYAY COMMUNITY RADIO 105.3fm
Meets 1st Tuesday 7-ish (or as soon as the coffee is ready)
Phone 9574 4554 for this month’s venue. New members and
volunteers to help run the station welcome
THE TOODYAY COMMUNITY SINGERS INC
Meet at CWA Hall, Stirling Terr at 7pm each Thursday night

FITNESS AND FUN FOR THE OVER 55’s
Wednesday 9am, Sports Pavillion.

TOODYAY DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL P & C
Every 3rd Wednesday (except school holidays) School
Library 7pm

IDA’S HIDEAWAY
Every Saturday 1-4pm Butterly House Call Ida Edwards 9574
2858

TOODYAY DISTRICTS HORSE & PONY CLUB
4th Sunday Feb-Nov Toodyay Race Course call Tanzi 0427
859 493

JULIMAR VOLUNTEER BUSH FIRE BRIGADE
Meets 3rd Saturday 5.30pm Julimar Fire Shed followed by BYO
BBQ. Training Sunday following meeting 10am Julimar Fire
Shed.

TOODYAY FRIENDS OF THE RIVER
3rd Sunday Duidgee Park (near Newcastle Bridge) 8am
October to April and 9am May to September. Enquiries
9574 2578

OSTEO NEURO
MUSCULAR TECHNIQUE
&
NATUROPATHY
Bone and Muscle
Manipulation
Deep Muscle Therapy
Iridology
Herbal Medicines
TOODYAY Ph : 9574 2696
Saturday

WEMBLEY Ph : 9387 2353
Monday to Thursday

YES - YOU DO HAVE THE
CHOICE OF SETTLEMENT AGENT
WHEN BUYING
OR SELLING REAL ESTATE

Phone: 9574 4320
Fax: 9574 5014
P.O. Box 827 TOODYAY 6566
An Independent Real Estate
Settlement Agent

TOODYAY GARDEN CLUB (Inc)
1st Thursday 10am call Gale 9574 4740 or Margaret 9574
5885 for next club venue.
TOODYAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
3rd Wednesday 7pm Donegan’s Cottage
TOODYAY IRISH DANCING (Inc)
Fridays (except school holidays) 3.30-7pm Anglican Church
Hall call Alison 0409 295 369
TOODYAY KINDERGYM
Kindergym Fridays (except school holidays) Toodyay
Sports Pavilion call Claire Moore (President) 9574 4529
TOODYAY LIONS CLUB
1st & 3rd Tuesday Hotel Freemasons
TOODYAY MASONIC LODGE
3rd Friday (except Jan) Masonic Hall Fiennes St 7.30pm
TOODYAY MINIATURE RAILWAY (Inc)
1st and 3rd Sunday commencing Easter Sunday. Enq 9574
4462
TOODYAY MEN’S SHED
Meets 6176 Toodyay Road Thursday mornings Phone Geoff
Ebdon 9574 4568
TOODYAY MOOONDYNE FESTIVAL
Meets 2nd Monday 5.30pm Toodyay Club. New members
always welcome Contact Jasmin 9574 4068 or email
moondyncommittee@gmail.com
TOODYAY MUSIC CLUB INC
2nd Friday 7pm CWA Hall call Teddy or Spencer 9574 4492
TOODYAY NATURALISTS’ CLUB
Meets 3rd Saturday Venue found in the article under
‘Environmental Matters. Enq to President 6364 3609, Vice
President 9574 2578 or email toodyaynats@westnet.com.au.
New members and visitors are made very welcome.
TOODYAY NEIGHBOURHOOD/RURAL WATCH

Enq 9574 9555 or Desraé 6364 3609

TOODYAY PLAYGROUP
Tuesdays & Thursdays 9.30-11.30am Playgroup Hall
Community Centre contact Claire Moore 9574 4529
TOODYAY RATEPAYERS & RESIDENTS ASSOC (INC.)
General Meetings: venues and times, please contact Chris
Ballam (Chairperson) 9594 3167 or email trrainc@gmail.
com
TOODYAY RED CROSS
2nd Monday February May August & November Anglican
Hall 1.30pm
TOODYAY SPINNERS
Wednesdays and 2nd Saturday and the Felting subgroup on
2nd Mondays from 9am Parkers Cottage.
President: Gretta Sauta 9574 2868; Secretary: Ange Sturman
9574 2507
TOODYAY SWIMMING POOL ACTION COMM
Please contact Bethan Lloyd on 9574 5882 for details of
meetings.
TOODYAY TOWN WALKS
Walk around our beautiful town. Monday & Friday (varies).
Contact Prim on 9574 2490
TOODYAY VOLUNTEER FIRE AND RESCUE
1st Monday Fire Station 8pm
UNITING CHURCH
10am St Stephen’s Church, Toodyay
YOGA
Friday 9am, Monday 6pm Toodyay Community Resource
Centre 9574 4184

TOODYAY
EMU FARM

Walk amongst “Free Range Emus”
in natural bushland
• Guided Tours
• Emu Products Shop
• Dining Area
• Tea and Coffee
• Ice Cream and Cool Drinks
• Toilets
• Ample Parking
Coach and School Groups by Appointment

Open Daily 10AM – 4PM
Phone 9574 1415

